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In Defence of Vernaculars 

. 1. William Campbell William Campbell was a trusston:uy in India for 
over twelve years. Even after his return to Britain, he continued to e\-ioce 
interest in India, and devoted his life for a better understanding of the 
problems of India among the people in Britain. As a missionary, he dedicated 
his life for the spread of the Gospel o f J esus Christ among the people of 
India, especially among the Hindus. His zeal for India 's progress took him 
in a route different from that followed by Lord Macaulay and others, who 
succeeded in introducing English as the dominant language o f education 
and also of administration and public affairs. The Minute o f Lord Macaulay 
was recorded in the year 1835. William Campbell was a contemporary to 
all the leaders, who eid1er supported or opposed the introduction of E nglish 
as the language of education, administration, and public affairs. 
William Campbell wrote a lengthy book of nearly 600 pages to record the 
current happenings in India. But, as a Christian missionary, his major focus 
was on the spread of Christianity in India, with the conviction that India 
would progress materially, spiritually, ethically, and morally, only if people 
in large numbers accept Jesus Christ as d1e Lord and Savior and give up 
their idol-worshipping religion. He looked at the introduction of English as 
a great hindrance to the development and progress of Indian society, from 
a Christian perspective. 
2. Belief in the Efficiency of Vernaculars Since the Reformation , 
Evangelical Christians around the world, d1at is, d1e Protestant Christians, 
have steadfastly believed in the e fficiency o f and the need to use the 
vernaculars for spiritual matters as well as for governance. T his resulted in 
the translation of the Bible into many vernaculars around d1e world. The 
J esuits and od1er Roman Catholic orders were not very keen about the 
translation of the Bible into local vernaculars since worship within their 
church used Latin until mid-twentieth century. Yet, the Roman Catholic 
missionaries Qesuits, et al.) expended a lot of their lifetime to develop the 
vernaculars of the peoples to whom they ministered ilie spiritual matters, 
ethics and morals of Cluistianity. Thus, we notice that, even before d1e 
advent of ilie actual European dominion in India, the Christian missionaries 
were keen to devdop the indigenous Indian vernaculars. Use of prose for 
-.vritten communication was popularized by these missionaries in many 
Indian languages. 
3. William Campbell's Book William Campbell's book was titled 
BRITISH INDIA. As it was the practice in the nineteenth centun· 
publications, there was also a subtitle or an explanatory part o f the tit!~, 
which read as follows: Tn its relation to tbc lJcdinc q/ 1:-Tindooism, and the Progm:.· 



) 

q/ ChliJ·tiani!y: containing remarks on tbe Nlannm·, CIIJIOIJJJ", and U tera/ure qf tbr 
People; on lbe ~[/WJ· 1vbicb idolall)' has prodm·ed; 011 tbe support wbicb tbe B1itisb 
gov~riii~Jen/ bas ajjorded to their mperJiitiolls; on education, and tbe medium tbrougb 
Jvbztb 11 J·bou/d be given. The book was published in the year 1839 in London 
by the publisher J ohn Snow at 3:1, Parer Noster Row, London. 
4. Importance of Campbell's Book- A Record of the Vernacular 
Party Remember that the book was published in the first half of the 
nineteenth century, eighteen years before the break of the First War of 
Indian Independence, also called Sepoy Mutiny, in 1857. Like other 
missionaries, who served the people of India by opening scl~ools and other 
progressive institutions for the betterment oflndian people, William Campbell 
was also :mt.icipating, with a heavy heart, tha t one day _Inctians would become 
masters of their own destiny in a free land of theli own. l~o:vever, like 
other Christian missionaries of the period, Campbell was willing to face 
that situation. if that is what the Lord Jesus Christ has ordained for the 
Indian people. I lis concern was more with regards to the failure o f the 
British officials to be faid1ful m the Bible in all walks o f their life and in 
their dealings with the natives. Like other missionaries he thought that it 
was the duty of the British officials to help spread Christianity, which they 
did not because d1ey d1emselves were becoming more secular due to the 
intluence of their own background in England. He also felt that the 
introduction of English as d1e dominant language of education, governance, 
and public affairs would actually accelerate the process for rebellion and 
eventual overthrow of the British from their colony, much against the 
argument that this introduction would help Indians become loyal subjects 
o f the Crown or d1e Company. 
The two chapters presented here are the last two chapters of dus big volume 
of 596 pages. Leaving aside William Campbell's enthusiasm and dedication 
for the propngation of Christianity in India, (a common goal to a large 
extent, even among those who wished to establish the supremacy of English; 
there are some differences between me two parties, but we will not dwell 
on dus aspect here), one would dearly see his writing to be prophetic in 
many respects, rel:Hing to the linguistic behavior and preferences of d1e last 
175 years in the Indian subcontinent. 
\X' ell ahead o f Ius time, William Campbell shines before us as a great language 
planner, a great supporter of the Indian vernaculars. Most of his arguments 
will be repeated later on by the Indian patriots, not only during the struggle 
for freedom, but even now since India became a Republic. If anyone is 
stuck wid1 his apology for Christianity only, d1en one may not be able t~ see 
the great foresight that Campbell had to anticipate things that would become 
a reality bec:~use English was introduced as the dominant language of 
education, governance, and public affairs, and developed into :1 government 
~pon$orcd lingua franca for d1e nation. 
\\ dliam Campbell's forceful argument in favor of Inctian vernaculars and 
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opposition to English as the medium of instruction would be repeated time 
and again as soon as the Indian National Congress started practicing agitation 
politics under the leadership of Mahatma Gand hi. Annie Besanr would 
make it her centra l theme in her Presidential 1\ddress of the Indian National 
Congress in early 1900s. The vitality of the vernaculars. their rich diction, 
bountiful literature, morals, educs, and their function as the most effective 
tool to communicate the message of hope, construction and future would 
all become important elements of the Freedom Struggle. However, even 
as this strong elucidation of the virtues of the Indian Yernaculars were 
repeated, English would assume a place of greater importance as the medium 
of communication between various linguistic groups, as the medium of 
educ::ttiou to impart science and technology to Indian students everywhere 
in the country. ln the words of William Campbell. a process of becoming 
strangers in their own hmd had been embraced willingly by the ruling classes 
of I ndi:t, and, as Andre Martine wrote, the eLcmal pursuit of the elite is the 
hall mark of e\·cry society, the lower classes of India also naturally clamored . 
and clamor for English. 
W/e reproduce the chapters as they are without any editing. J Iowcver, we 
have taken the liberty to break d1e long paragraphs inro shorter ones, with 
subheadings wherever necessary to facilitate reading this material. W/ e take 
the liberty ro give in bold certain statements that appear lo have some 
bearing on what we experience today, or the statements rhal are vel") 
significant for an understanding of the development, growth and use of 
Indian vernaculars. Such emphasis is added by us. The original emphases 
on certain phrases and/ or sentences given by Campbell arc kept in italics 
as found in the original text. 
CI lr\PTER XXVI 
EDUCATION OF TII E NATIVES: native education - the usc of the 
vernaculars - promises o f the charter - monopoly of instruction-testimony 
of the twelfth century - amount o f government patronage - English language­
principles of rule - system of conquerors - effects in England and Ireland _ 
English party at Calcutta - influence of this system upon our rule. 
5. Agenda - Elimination of Ignorance IGNO RANCE, there can be 110 

guesuon, is a curse to any people. \'{fbere the multitudes are illiterate, Lhcr 
arc exposed to the wiles of Lhe crafty, to d1e superstitious fears which their 
own fancies originate, to all the lies which d1cir priests may propagate, and 
to all the alarms wbich the selfish agitator mar c:xcite. But when education 
becomes general, informacion spreads, and an acquaintance \\·irh men and 
things gains the ascendant; the people judge for themseh·es; ancient prejudices 
are removed; society is emancipated from the despotism of pncst-craft; 
facts, truth :md evidence gain dominion over the mind; and rational freedom 
is rendered secure. If the past history of the world ha s fa iled fully to 
substantiate these facts; the hjsrory of India wtll. I hope, , ·cry soon render 
them unguestionable. 
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6. WortMcss Native Education: Loading Memories w ith Information 
they cannot Understand As it is at present conducted, no plan of education 
could be so worthless as that which obtains among the nlltives. To teach the 
children to read upon ola.r (Cajan leaves) [dried and seasoned palmyra lea\·es 
used to write books in the past, B.M. and M.S.T] to write, and to cipher; to 
lolld d1eir memo ries with lessons which they cannot undersmnd; to initiate 
them into their absurd system of idolatry; to instruct them in the history of 
their gods, and in the licentious nature o f ilicir worship, may be the best 
method for keeping them in error, but it can never produce those effects 
which the wise and the good wish to contempla te. 
7. T h e Best in the Native System were adopted by Missionaries : 
Use of Native Languages The missionllries saw this from the beginning. 
Convinced tha t education m ust becom e an importllnt instrument for d1e 
furtherance of the gospel, and especially in preparing the people for d1e 
reception, o f the truth, they established schools on a better plan. So far as 
the nlltive system was good, d1ey adopted it. Sets of school-boo ks, containing 
the elements o f history, geography, astronomy, &c., were prepared in the 
vemllculllr langullges. In the use of catechisms, religious boo ks, and especially 
the divine oracles, treasures of divine knowledge were enriching the minds 
o f the rising generatio n, and were preparing them for the abllndonmenr of 
idolatry, lind for the examinlltion of the Bible. 
Thousands of children were educated in the Serllmpore mission schools; 
thousllnds in the Clllcutta Baptist, and Lo ndon Mission schools, and 
tho usands m ore th rougho ut the other Presidencies; lind the brethren 
llffi.rmed thllt, if they had funds, schools might be esmblished to any extenr. 
The children were not converted, but their prejudices were shaken; their 
parents appeared p roud o f the attainments of their sons; and m llny were 
overheard ridiculing d1e gods o f d1eir country. T he reports of the School­
Book Society can bear testimo ny to the popularity, and to the extent of 
education in fo rn.er days; and had the same system been pursued , we 
might have had greater victories to record . 
In the o ther parts of the coun try, and especially the Madras and Bo mbay 
Presidencies, the improved system in the native languages, has been carried 
on, and as far as individual exertions might be expected to aYail, the 
effects have been cheering; prejudice has given way both o n the part of 
the paren ts and o f the children; many have learned to value education as 
d1ey never did before; a race are springing up to read our scriptures and 
tracts and books with facility; and a people are prepared to welcome d1e 
declaration of the truth. 
l am not igno rant of the vast work, which remains to be accomplished, and 
of the want of suitable teachers, agents and means to carry it o n . No. \Xfhen 
1 think o f the population of Hindosd1a n, and remember the efforts which 
voluntary nssociation can make to bring the field in to a sta te of culture, I 
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am ready to sit down in despair, since it must be evident to all that, at the 
present ratio, we sl}ould never be able to perform the task. 
But when I contemplate the resources and the promises of the government, 
and think, that, in order to reform its subjects, to fit them for the duties of 
their stations, w prevent the accumulation of crime, to render prisons and 
banishment, and gibbets and similar penalties unnecessary, and to advance 
the moral and intellectual happiness of all, it is one essential principle of 
political economy to diffuse knowledge and education over the face of 
sodety, I am ready to hope for better enactments than have yet appeared. 
At the passing of the last charter, the following were the sentiments 
expressed by Lord Glenelg -- then at the head of the Board of Control -
- in reference to that clause which promised that greater things should be 
done for education: 
"The great object that we all have in view is the conversion of India to 
Christ. Some think that this may be better accomplished in one way, 
and some another . .My own opinion is that it will bes t done by the 
establish ment of sc hools in which the children may be taught the 
principles of our holy religion, and thus comparing its worth and 
excellence with their own absurd and monstrous system, they may be 
led to renounce the one, and embrace the other." 
8. Promise not Fulfilled: Why this Imposition of E ng lish? In the name 
of honour and consisteng', how, I ask, has tllis promise been fulfilled? An act 
of the supreme council has declared d1at all d1e funds appropriated for the 
purposes of education would be best employed on English education alone. 
9. Monopoly of P ublic Education by Upper C lasses But has dus edict 
been sanctioned by the government at home? Is there to be in India a 
monopoly of public education by the upper classes who arc so able to pay 
for it, willie the poor are to be consigned to their ignorance and degradation? 
Are the benefits of knowledge, instead of extending to the whole population througb the 
medium of native sd;ools, to be confined to a Jew Englisb t"OIIeges where large Jums mqy 
be e>..pended to educate tbe wealti!J•, that they !Jit!)' be prepared to mle and ryrannize 
over their people? 
Are we to be told that, on the principles o f justice and truth, the maxims 
of the Norman conquest are to be revived, and the system of the dark 
ages to be renewed on the plains of India, and that the few who will bow 
to their masters, are to be regarded with pecuLiar favour, wlUle the masses 
are to be delivered up to neglect and to the priests? Then, I cannot but 
deplore tl1c narrow, impolitic and unreasonable principles on which the 
government act, and think that the public voice ought to be raised against 
such unrighteous measures. 
10. Lessons from the Past History The description, which is given by 
the historian Robertson of similar efforts made in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, will apply with equal force and propriety to the 
present exertions in India. 
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"Schools, upon the model of those instituted by Charlemagne, were opened 
in every cathedral, and almost in every monastery of note. Colleges and 
universities were erected and formed into communities or corporations, 
governed by their own laws and invested with separate and, extensive 
jurisdiction over their own members. A regular course of sntdies was planned. 
Privileges of great value were conferred on masters and scholars. Academical 
tides and honours of various kinds were invented as a recompense for 
both. Nor was It in d1e schools alone that superiority in science led to 
reputation and authority; it became an object of respect in life, and advanced 
such as required it to a rank of no inconsiderable eminence. Allured by aU 
d1ese advantages, :m incredible number of students resorted to d1ose new. 
seats of learning, and crowded wid1 eagerness into that new path which was 
opened to fame and to distinction. 
But how considerable these fu:st efforts may appear, there was one 
circumstance which prevented the effects of them from being as extensive, 
as they naturally ought to have been. All the languages in Europe, during 
the period under review, were barbarous. 1l1ey were destitute of elegance, 
of force, and even of perspicuity. No attempt had hitherto been made to 
improve or to polish them. T he Latin tongue was consecrated by the church 
to religion. Custom, with authority scarcely less sacred, had appropriated it 

- to literature. All the sciences cultivated in the twelfd1 and dlirteenili centuries 
were taught in Latin. All books with respect to them were written in that 
language. It would have been deemed a degradation o f any important s~bj.ect, 
to have treated of it in a modern language. This confined science wtilii.n a 
very narrow circle. The learned alone were admitted into the temple of 
knowledge; the gate was shut against aU others, who were suffered to remain 
involved in meir former darkness and ignorance." . 
11. Failure of the British in India More man SL'{ years have elapsed smce 
me charter was passed; and what is ilie amount of exertion mat has been 
made to realize our expectations? Mr. Adam, it is true, was appointed to 
enquire into d1e state of education, and he has executed his commission, 
and has presented his reports full of information, and of plans which, if 
well received, adopted, and carried into effect, would unquestionably be 
full of grace and advantage to India. But here, I presume, it has ended. To 
quote me words of an intelligent speaker on this point, "\Xforks of great 
national improvemenr arc neglected; and, by similar neglect, me great moral 
laws of me country arc broken down, and sunk in one general abandonment 
of aU mat is great, public-spirited, and virtuous in a people." . 
12. Crime of the Court of Directors Yet this is not the fault of d1e nattves 
- they are eager for and highly capable of receiving instruction; nor is it ilie 
fault of me executive in India - for one with more paternal feelings, towards 
the country there does not exist; nor is it d1e fault of the civil servants, the 
best of whom are over-wrought, and have little time to devote to matters 
of general improvement. The fault - me crime lies wim the Court of Directors 
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and the British government in not providing the means for the education 
of the people. This is the bounden duty of every government. It is by the 
discharge of this high moral duty that Prussia has raised her character 
amongst the nations - but not without a large and necessary expenditure. I 
find in Berlin, seventeen shillings and si..xpence allotted for the education of 
every child that would not be otherwise educated; and what is the amount 
annually allotted for the education of India? It is not a farthing for every 
child that would not be otherwise educated; and it will amount to little 
more, even although increased by all the sums placed ar the disposal of the 
Committee of Public Instruction. It may be thought, that this is foreign to 

the object of the meeting; but if Englishmen a.re to suffer so long as the 
courts of justice are corrupt, it surely behooves us to enquire at what period 
we may ex-pect an end of our sufferings, as tlus reform can only be effected 
by education. And here let me quote tl1e words o f Mr. Adam, tl1an whom 
India has not a truer, a more judicious, or a warmer friend: 
"\Vlllle ignorance is so extensive, can it be matter of wonder tl1at poverty is 
extreme, that industry languishes, that crime prevails, and that, in the adoption 
of measures of public policy, however salutary and ameliorating their 
tendency, government cannot reckon witl1 confidence on the moral support 
of an intelligent and instructed community! Is it possible that a wise and a 
just government can allow this state of things longer to continue?" 
13. Hindu College in Calcutta: Downfall of Vernacular Education 
While vernacular education was making progress in Bengal, and the Marquis 
of Hastings and his lady were rendering it ilie greatest encouragement, and 
many were exulting in the effects which the schools were likely to produce; 
the Hindoo college was established, and was giving to the students an E nglish 
education. For the first few years, entire failure seemed to ilireaten it, but 
tl1e government came ro its support. Encouraged by some effects which it 
ultimately produced, oiliers no sooner adopted a sinUlar meiliod, and held 
out a lugh premium to ilie study of English, in ilie prospects of office and 
emolument, than ilie usual kind of education fell to a discount; there was a 
rush to those schools where English was to be obtained; the native schools 
which had hitherto been regarded with esteem, were looked upon with 
scorn and contempt; the demand for books in Bengalee began to fall, while 
that for English rose very high; and if my information be correct, the 
native schools at Calcutta are now almost deserted; and very few tlunk of 
sending ilieir children to learn their own language. 
14. A Sad Picture: a Subject of Deepest Regret To some, tlus effect is 
a matter of great rejoicing; to me, it is a subject of tl1e deepest regret, and 
I shall be greatly mistaken if it is not found, in tl1e future, iliat it has driven 
back our cause fo r fifty years. When the frenzy is over, when the system 
has done incalculable miscluef, and when many a dark and gloomy day has 
been prepared for Hindosilian, tl1e good will see d1at d1ey must return to 
the old system, and begin ilieir march at the point where they forsook the 
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right road. The children in the native schools were receiving western literature 
and science, through the medium of their own languages; and while they 
learned all that was good, there was nothing to hinder them from obtaining 
a respectable education, and from becoming blessings to others. But .rince 
that df!Y, EngliJb i.r paramount. 
In all the government schools and colleges, the children learn to read, to 
write, and to cipher in E nglish; whatever instructions they receive, are 
given in the same language; every thing may be learned but Christianity; 
the teachers may give the students infidel books, and teach them atheism; 
but they dare not mention the name of Jesus; and such seminaries .are to 
be established over Hindosthan. As this system was unfolding itself, and 
the government began to show it favour, the missionaries and the 
benevolent in Calcutta, might have rendered a most important service to 
the state and to Christianity. 
Had they pursued their former course with greater assiduity and diligence; 
had they exerted all their powers to show that a useful, and respectable, 
and religious education could be given to the natives in d1eir own language; 
had they remonstrated with the government, and pointed out some of 
the effects which would certainly arise from the new scheme; then, the 
system patronized by the M~r,._.,; :Hastings might still have triumphed; 
the languages of the pe:• ' ! .agln have been rendered important, and 
have become now, a~ tltc)' must hereafter, the vehicle of western science 
and literature. But L appeal to all who are acquainted with the subject, 
whether the scheme of the government was not extolled to the skies; 
whether missionary schools were not established on the very sam e 
principles; and whether some did not stand forward as the strenuous 
advocates o f the course which government, and the new committee of 
public instruction determined to pursue? 
15. Ve rnac ular or English ought to become the Medium of 
Education? Tlus leads me to the discussion of the important ques~on, 
whether the vernacular language or the English ought to become the medium 
of giving education to d1e natives. I feel dte greatest respect for dtose ~ho 
have become the advocates of a system, which I consider erroneous. I yteld 
to them what I wish to claim for myself, -- a regard to the best interests of 
that people, and a conviction d1at whatever system will most effectually 
destroy dteir idolatrous errors, and establish among them; the kingdom of 
Christ, dtat must be the best, and ought to be adopted. Nay: as I was once 
an admirer of this theory, but was soon convinced that it was erroneous; 
and as I have only been a distant spectator of its working in Calcutta, 
without having at all mingled in the contest, I may, perhaps, be allowed to 
give a partial opinion upon the point. 
To Clle~yone wbo has investigated the suiject, who has pemsed tbe doc11ments that have 
bern wriiiM, a11d 1vbo bas ob.ren;erl the movements q( society botb in a11d 0111 of Calmtta, 
not bing i.r more evidwt than that/be advotales of Engli.rb ba11e stimu/at6d tbe got•emment 
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to the measures whkh have bem adopted, and that the govmrment, on the other hand. 
have animated them to adopt the extreme views which are norv urterlained Posterity, 
it is true, will be the best judge in the affair; but in the nineteenth century, 
after the experience of so many ages, with the history of the world before 
us, and having the ability to draw from the past, guidance and discretion 

. for the future, it is not wise to enter upon a career of speculation, in the 
face of well-attested facts; nor to expect success in a race where 
disappointment has so often attended the best exertions. 
16. English for the Development of Moral Value? I may, perhaps, be 
told that we have nothing to do with the political bearing of the question. 
This T cannot admit: it is the business of every benevolent mind to look at 
measures which are professedly adopted for the moral welfare of any people, 
and to weigh the reasons, and, as far as possible, the operations and the 
results, in the balances of truth; and if he finds that such a plan will tend to 
defeat dte great object which be wishes to see accomplished, it is his duty 

. to lift up his voice against it, and to do what he can to prevent it. J regard 
then dlls question as having two important bearings-the one upon the present 
welfare of the people, and upon our Indian rule - the other upon their 
conversion to Christianity. 
17. Rule over the People in their own Language If there has been olle 
principle which I have admired in the past government: of the honourable 
Company more than another, it has been the determination they have 
shown to rule over the people in their own languages. Whether the records 
are to be in PersL1n or in English is a matter of trifling importance; when 
compared. with the ques tion, how are the natives to be judged, to be 
governed, to be instructed, to be elevated in the social scale, and to have 
dteir present and eternal welfare promoted. 
It used to be a rule in the service, that no officer in the military department, 
is qualified to advancement, except he has studied Hindosthanee, and dtat 
no civilian, except he has attended dte college, and has made progress in 
one or more vernacular languages, can obtain a situation of trust and 
emolument. These rules have been laid down on the principle, that the 
native dialect should be dtat of dte government, - dtat it is the best and 
most direct way to the hearts of the people - that it enlists the sympathies, 
the passions, the prejudices, and dte good feelings of the subjects on the 
side of their rulers - and that it gives to all in authority, a power which they 
could not obtain in any other manner. The experiment has been fully tried, 
and has succeeded well. 
No person who has been employed in offices of state in India, has been 
more successful in his career, than the late Sir TI1omas Munro. When he 
entered upon his duties in ilie Ceded districts, they were in a state of dte 
~eatest confusion; banditry were pro~ling among the people, like wolves 
1n the forest; war and anarch}' had d1ssolved the bonds which unite dte 
parts o f the social system together; neiilier peace, nor order, nor gccuriry 
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were to be found. But in a few years, this diligent and enterprising o fficer: 
brought all into subjection, established confidence among the various classes 
of the community, gave a stimulus to trade and industry, nearly doubled the 
amount of revenue, and rendered the province tranquil and happy. 
By what means did he do so? He spoke and used the vernacular language 
as he would his own. He allowed no interpreters and no c..-<pounder:s of the 
law to stand between him and the inhabitants. Their complaints, their causes, 
their grievances were all heard, enquired into, and adjusted in their own 
tongue. He showed them sympathy an d kindness, and in return, met with 
confidence, gratitude and affection. T he birds of prey were scared into 
their hiding places, and could find no room for: rapine and for plunder. The 
collector became the father: and the friend of the people, and when he 
became governor of Madras, and was accustomed to visit these districts 
again, they gave him the hearty and the affectionate welcome that is due to 
a parent, and his name is embalmed in their memories, and will live among 
rhem to future generations. 
18. Simila r case everywh ere in India - Vernacular is the best Help 
This is o nly a specimen: go through India - visit with me the north and 
south, the east and the west. Let us go to, the provinces, which have 
fallen one after: another under: our rule, and show me the territories where 
the collectors and all the judges have discarded the Persian and the English, 
and every foreign tongue alike in the administratio n of affairs; where 
they have adopted, in all their courts, and all their o fficial intercourse, the 
language spoken by the people, and where, like men of honour and of 
truth, they have laboured to emancipate the poor from oppression and 
despotism; and I will show you the provinces where peace, and order, 
and prosperity most prevail; where sympathy an& confidence, and the 
best affections of our nature are called into exercise between the rulers 
and the subjects; where feuds and rebellions, and deeds o f darkness are 
almost unknown; and where civilization and improvement are making 
rapid advances in society. 
19. Accu rsed Slavery, the Muslim Rule rs and Vernacular Governance 
In the days that are past, a very different system from this, has, I am aware, 
been adopted by conquerors. It must be a shocking usurpation that has :lOt 
brought some good in its train to posterity. As it is the prerogative of the 
Alnughty to bring good out of evil; so, unquestionably, out o f the reign of 
oppression, insult and tyranny, there has arisen to future generations, some 
good \vhich neither the advocates of the system, nor the sufferers under it, 
could have expected or foreseen. It is likely that the Africans who have 
been stolen from their country, loaded with chains and galled with bondage, 
may now, in the days o f their freedom, bless God that slave-ships touched 
upon rhcu: coast, robbed them of d1eir comforts, and brought them to the 
\Vest Indies as bondsmen, since they have there heard of deliverance from 
Sin , have obtained the libertY that is in C hrist, and may become the 
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instruments of carrying back these tidings to Africa, and of setting their 
kinsmen free. But 110 one, I pruume, would, 011 these gromul.r, regard accursed sloue'J' 
as a good, or plead for such a SJ'Siem as the premr.ror of flT!edom and happiness to men. 
Now, I might, by trouble and expense, ferret out some good from the 
systems wruch former conquerors have adopted. I might expatiate on the 
conquests of Rome, and show that, in her rule of iron, and her subjugation 
of the surrounding nations, she imposed her language and her laws upon 
the people, and has d1Us "infused her terms into every vernacular language 
of Europe, and has inunortalized her name and her character." I might tell 
of d1e conquests of d1e Caliphs, and· show how much the Mahommedao 
rule was indebted, in the dark ages, to "a celebrated decree that ilie Arabic 
should be the universal language o f the Mahonuncdan world, so that, from 
the Indian Archipelago to Portugal, it actually became d1e language of religion, 
of literature, of government, and generally of common life." I might advert 
ro the edict of Akbar, and show bow be established the Persi::~n as the 
langu::~ge of business and of polite literature through his extensive dominions, 
and that this has identified the genius of his dynasty, with d1e language of 
the country (Dr. Duff, on d1e New Era of the English Language in Indio). 
20. Should we go throug h the Ignominy, Shame and Oppression of 
the Past? But a heathen philosopher might reply to me, what then? Are 
d1ese the benefits whkh rou propose to my people in C.XChange for their 
mother-tongue? Are these ilie privileges, which you will confer upon posterity, 
for all me misrule, oppression, and calrunities to which the empire must be 
subject in order to secure their enjoyment? Are we to pass through all the 
ignominy, the shame, and ilie degradation which d1e Romans, inflicted upon 
the Britons, and which Akbar has inflicted for centuries upon India, iliat 
a(ter many generations, your names and your nation may be veneraLed and 
renowned? Such measures are only worthy of a barbarous age. 
We live io the days o f humanity and benevolence, when better p.ciociple 
should regulate our conduct, and when more respect should be paid to the 
rights and liberties of men. We shall be glad to receive your laws, your 
literature, and perhaps your religion; but if we must do so at the expense of 
our language, our nation::~! prejudices, and justice, and law, and right 
administered to our people as God and nature have given them a claim, 
then we wish you would wrap them in obliv-ion, or keep cllem to yourselves. 
21. Erroneous Systems of the Past Let us see what such an erroneous 
system has done for past ages. "But cl1e English," says the rustorian, "had 
the cruel mortification to find, that clleir king's authority, however acquired 
or however extended, was all employed in their oppression; and that the 
scheme of their subjection, attended with every circumstance of insult and 
indignity, was deliberately formed by ilie prince, and wantonly prosecuted 
by his followers. William had even entertained the difficulL project of totally 
abolishing the English langu::~ge; and for iliat purpose, he ordered, lhat in all 
schools throughouL the kingdom, the youth should be instructed in the 
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French tongue, - a practice which was continued from custom till after the 
reign of Edward, III., and was never, indeed, totally discontinued in England. 
The pleadings in the supreme courts of judicature were in French; the 
deeds were often drawn in the same language; the laws were composed in 
that idiom; no other tongue was used at court; it became the language o f all 
fashionable company; and the English, ashamed of their own country, 
affected to excel in that foreign dialect. 
The very same has unquestionably been the experience of' Ireland, \X! ales, 
and the Highlands of Scotland. As the authors of this new theory do, I 
might take the exceptions from the general rule, and might show how 
agreeable and how useful such schemes were to these countries. But I 
prefer an appeal to the general sense of the people, to the evils which the 
workings of an erroneous theory has entailed upon their countl1'• and to 
the good and the prosperity of which it has deprived them, though they 
have been in the very neighbourhood of the conquering kingdom; though 
they have enjoyed every advantage which power and promise; commerce 
and friendly intercourse could afford, in order to reconcile them to the 
English language; though every worldly inducement has been held out to 
them, extensive establishments have been supported at an enormous 
expense to wean them from their own tongue, and every measure adopted 
to initiate them into the foreign one; what, after centuries of grief and 
vexation, what is the estimation in, which the English is held? What is the 
light in which the people view English judges, magistrates, interpreters, 
and English jurisprudence? They are all viewed as a badge of conquest 
and of inferiority; nothing but a want of power obliges the people to 
submit to the yoke; and, whatever privileges, the English may have brought 
in its train, it is still the conviction of the sufferers that these might have 
been secured, with the dominion of their own tongue, and with a more 
just and benignant system of rule." 
22. Are the Natives of India Different from other Oppressed Nations 
of the Past? But I may be told that the natives of India are anxious that the 
E nglish language should be used in the courts of law, in the revenue 
department, in political correspondence, and in all the public offices of 
state. Such a statement may impose upon those who are ignorant ~f ~e 
condition of India; but it cannot upon those who are acquainted w1th Its 
affairs. I allow tl1at in Calcutta, there is a rage for English, and that, amongst 
the young men who are aspirants to office and to power, and who see th~t 
the ride is setting in, in favour of E nglish, there are many who think that, 1f 
they wish for advancement, they must worship the rising sun; but what has 
this to do with the vast body of the people? Has it not always been found 
that a fraction bas taken the side of the dominant power, and rendered its 
obsequiousness, a stepping-stone to office and to aggrandizement? If the 
government were to m11ke the knowledge of English, 11 sine qua non, to 
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place and to distinction, does not everyone see that the path is plain, and 
that the greatest admirers of the plan, must be the first in_ the race? 
"The sole reason," says Dr. Duff, why the English is not now more a 
general and anxious object of acquisition among the natives, is the degree 
of uncerraimr under which they - the natives - still labour as to the ultimate 
intentions of goverrunent, and whether it will ever lead them into paths of 
usefulness, profit, or honour; op.ly let the inten tions of government be 
officially announced, and there will be a general movement among all the 
more respectable, classes (frevelyan on Education in India) 
23. Gaining the Monopoly and a New Theory \XIho can doubt it? In 
such a case, the few will try to gain the monopoly, and rule over their 
brethren according to law. As soon, therefore, as it was declared that all the 
sums expended by the goverrurient upon education, would be lavished upon 
English alone; as soon as it was w hispered that the language o f the 
co nquerors would soon supersede the Persian, and would become the 
universal medium of transacting the business of the empire, and of course 
the !ugh-road to office, and emolument; what a rush to the Hoogly college! 
\XIhat an increase to the number of students wherever the essential 
qualifications were to be obtained! 
Was tlus to be wondered at? No. But the great wonder to me, is that a wise 
and a beneficent government, and that intelligent men, who, no doubt, wish 
the welfare and prosperity of India should be misled by such a momentary 
impulse of native feeling, should mistake t!Us expression of a few at Calcutta, 
as tl1e wishes of me vast body of Hindoos, and should be carried away, by 
this burst of popularity, to establish a system which the present generation, 
will ultimately condemn, and which posterity will regard as Utopian. No 
one, who has read upon the subject can entertain a doubt that what has 
been termed me English party, wished and hoped and laboured to the last, 
that E nglish wou 1 d become the universal medium for the transaction of 
public business. 
24. WiD the System fail if English is not used? One of tl1e committee, 
who from being an orientalist, is said to have become an advocate of t!Us new 
theory, is represented as stating tl1at if me E nglish was not to be used in every 
department, me system, would completely fail; and in all tl1e records published 
by the new committee of public instruction, tlUs change is t:~ken for granted, 
and was to be speedily accomplished. No one can mistake tl1e strain in which 
all the abettors of the tl1eory have written upon the subject. \X.'hatever might 
be the regard of the former committee to the learned and to the vulgar 
languages of India; no one would charge the committee appointed in 1835 
wim any partiality of tlUs kind. No. English was d1cir watch-word. 
It became me slubboleth of tl1eir parry. Persian was to be driven from me 
courts, but it was that tl1e English might gain tl1e asccndencr. The vernaculars 
were too vile and too contemptible to receive a moment's attention in any 
discussion upon the matter. If they could l't ll have been llmalgam ated into 
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one and brought up to receive sentence, like a poor unhappy culprit before 
the tribunal, this committee would have blotted them out of existence at 
once, that the English might occupy the place o f honour and of station; and 
that day, the peal of joy would have rung throughout the empire, as loud 
and as merry as at any jubilee. 
Will posterity believe it, that, in a committee of public instruction, sitting in 
Calcutta, and discussing the great and important question, "what medium 
should be adopted to give a liberal education to the natives," the vernacular 
languages - those spoken by the masses of the people; never once obtained 
an audience, nor an advocate to allude even to their claims? I say posterity, 
because such an event, I presume, has never occurred in the history of 
mankind before! 
25. Strange Neglect and U nhappy Con seque nces But this strange 
neglect was attended with some happy consequences. The public was not 
an inattentive nor a silent spectator of this struggle between parties, and of 
the treatment, which the vernacular languages had received. It awoke to 
the support of the injured; it raised its voice in their favour; it brought this 
very committee to make an apology for the contempt which it had shown 
to them; and, when the Persian was abolished, and the question o f a successor 
was to be decided, it sent forth a sound so distinct, and so overpowering on 
the side of justice and o f right, that it e.xposed the folly of substituting one 
foreign language for another; it brought in the vernaculars, as the channel 
of law and equity, victorious over their competitor; it induced this committee 
to speak a favourable word fo r the dialects which rhC}' had already, in 
purpose, consigned to oblivion; and it permitted them to take some credit 
to themselves for coming in to the help of the wronged, when their own 
favourite had suffered a defeat. 
26. A fair trial for Vernaculars or a s imple Gimmick? According to the 
decree of the governor-general in council, the native dialects were to have 
a fair trial; they were, for the present, to be employed in the judicial 
department, as well as in the revenue; and it was to be seen, during a year, 
whether they were media suited to administer law and justice to their people. 
l understand they arc likely to come out of the ordeal triumphant; and 
after they have been fully tried by better judges, than those who have 
hitherto so ignorandy denounced them, they will be found, I doubt not, as 
suitable a medium for giving a liberal education in science, in philosophy 
and in religion, as they are in securing law, justice and prosperity to Hindoos. 
But notwid1standing this defeat, the English parry will not rest satisfied; 
they will soon return to the charge; and every means will be employed to 
establish the English duoughout India, as the language of law and of rule. 
(Lest it should be d10ughr that T am unreasonable upon this point, and that 
there is not now the least reason for apprehension, since the vernacular 
languages have gained this triumph, I subjoin in tlus note, a letter from the 
secretary of the Bengal government to the committee of public instruction. 
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"One of the most important questions connected with the present discussion, 
is that of the nature and degree of encouragement to the study of the 
E nglish language, which it is necessary and desirable for the government to 
hold out independently of providing books, teachers, and the ordinary means 
of tuition. Your committee has observed that unless E nglish be made the 
language of business, political negotiation, and jurisprudence, it will not be 
universally or extensively studied by our native subjects. Mr. Mackenzie, in 
the note annexed to your report, dated the 3rd instant, urges strongly the 
expediency of a declaration by government, tl1at tile E nglish will be eventually 
used as ilie language of business; otherwise, witll the majority of our scholars, 
he thinks, that all we 'do to encourage ilie acquisition must be nugatory;' 
and recommends, tl1at it be immediately notified iliat after the expiration 
of three yeat:s, a decided preference will be given to candidates for office, 
who may add a knowledge of English to oilier qualifications. The Delhi 
committee have also advocated, with great force and earnestness, the 
expediency of rendering the E nglish language of our public tribunals, and 
correspondence, and ilie necessity of making known that such is our eventual 
purpose, if we wish ilie study to be successfully and extensively prosecuted. 
Impressed with a deep conviction of the importance of ilie subject,- and 
cordially disposed to promote the great object of improving India, by 
spreading abroad the lights of European knowledge; morals, and ci\rilization, 
- his lordship in council, has no hesitation in stating to your committee, and 
in autllorizing you to announce to all concerned in the superintendence of ' 
your native seminaries, tllat it is tile wish and admitted policy of the British 
5overnment to render its own language gradually and eventually the language 
of public business throughout the country; and that it will omit no opportunity 
of giving every reasonable and practicable degree of encouragement to the 
execution of this project. At tile same time, Ius lordship in council, is not 
prepared to come forward with any distinct and specific pledge as to tlle 
period and manner of effecting so great a '"flange io the system of our 
internal economy; nor is such a pledge considP.red to be at aU indispensable 
to the gradual and cautious fulfillment of our views. It is conceived, that 
assummg the existence of that disposition to acquire a knowledge of E nglish, 
which is declared in ilie correspondence now before govcroment, and forms 
the groundwork of our present proceedings, a general assurance to the 
above effect, combined \vith the arrangements in train for providing the 
means of instruction, will ensure our obtaining at no distant period a certain, 
iliough limited, number of respectable native scholars; and more effectual 
and decisive measures may be adopted hereafter, when a body of competent 
teachers shall have been provided in ilie Upper Provinces, and the superiority 
of an English education is more generally recognised and appreciated." 
27. English will breed Dissatisfaction and Disaffection It will 
therefore be necessary to glance at the effects, which such a system of 
policy wil l produce, and to warn the government against it. As soon as 
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this new epoch arrives, dissatisfaction will prevail among the natives in 
general. English being constituted the chief recommendation to office, 
hundreds and thousand s of meri torious men, scattered through the 
provinces, will find that it has been their misfortune to have been born a 
few years too early - that they must sink into utter neglect - that they have 
not been able to compete with their juniors in acquiring the language of 
their conquerors, - and that, though they possess every other qualification 
to render them useful, they have not the o ne which may throw every 
other almost into the shade. 
What will be the effect o f this feeling so universal throughout the community, 
pent up it may be from the view of the rulers, but diffusing a sense of 
injustice and oppression among all classes? It will teach them to hate and 
despise their governors, as well as the system which has been espoused; the 
very same complaints which Wales and I reland have made, will become 
common; a high and broad wall of separation will be raised between the 
subjects and the European authorities; and the regulations which have raised 
the few to office and to wealth, will create heart-burnings - discontent and 
disorder will ensue - .and these will lead to anarchy and revolution. 
28. Let Europeans Learn Indian Languages The English party professes 
to see in the scheme recommended a bond of union, which will unite this 
Anglo-Indian section to our government, and identify their interests with 
ours. I may be very defective in vision; but the very reverse is apparent to 
me. No persons understand their own interuts, and what is like!J to work for their 
bmefit, belter than Hindoos. So long as business is carried on in the vemaCIIIar dialects, 
the Europeans are obliged lo learn the languages. 5 omelimes thry app!J with great 
reluctance, to the labour; but thry are under the necessity of doing it; and as interest and 
advancemmt depend upon their attainments, thry have every ind11cemenl to persevere. 
But what will be the result when all business is transacted in English? Such 
studies will be thrown aside as useless. As all the natives employed by the 
government will understand English, and transact affairs o f importance 
among the people, they will become the stewards o f the estate; and the 
Europeans will be enabled to dispense with all trouble and anxiety on the 
question of language. Superintendence will become the principal business of collectors, 
of magistrates, and )11dges; and instead of mingling with the suijects, their lime and 
allen/ion will be devoted to the native assistants. Whatever confidence and sympati?J 
existed bifore between the governed and their ntlers, will now be deslrr!Jed. . 
In vain will the former try to make known their complaints and thetr 
grievances to the latter. The channel o f communication is cut off; The 
European officer, whose predecessor was accustomed to listen to the wailings 
of oppression, and to the wrongs inflicted upon the innocent by the native 
official, is now deaf to every complaint, and understands not the voice of 
the sufferer. The whole power and management must fall into the hands of 
those whom this system has formed to rule the country. Rebellions without 
number will be fomented, and will be carried into effect, without the least 
knowledge on the part of the government. 
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The Ilate of India a/ the pmml period, mling it on the old !JIICI~~ and 1~i:h all the 
k nowledge which Europea!JI baue of the la11guagu, hOI Ihown the en/teal poirhol: oJ. our 
po1ver, and the neceui!J there ii for being conitant!J' a1vake to danger and to mtngue; 
what will be the Ilate of aJ!air.r 1vhen 1ve are locked up in Ieaui()', ignorant of the tvbal.r 
thai mqy be fomJing in our ow11 hoiiiCJ~ and f?y our OW!t Iervanii, and expoied, like 
Ilrangeri, in a foreign land? Thii very party on whom JVe Ihould depmd, would know 
their lime; thry could br!J and Iell their maiter.r a/ their pleai11re; thry would k11oJv how 
to improve their poiition to drive the English from their Ihorei, to etna!Jtipale their 
countryf!len from a foreign yoke, and to IeCJtre the power and dominion to themielves. 
29. Example of Hyder Ali and Tippu Sultan These are neither_ new, 
nor extravagant sentiments. "Tippoo Sultan," says Mr. M'Kerrell in his 
preface to his Camataca Grammar, "was well acquainted \\lith this - the 
Hindoo language of his state; and H yder Ally, his father and immediate 
predecessor, was quite familiar with it. Both were mea of stern and 
unrelenting dispositions, and little partiaJ to their Hindoo subjects; but thry 
kne1v mankind too well, not to be aware, that 11nlesi thoie who govem, be acquai11ted 
with the language of the gouemed, a set of, middk men will arise, who will ultimatefy 
become the scou7,u of the country." 
"In adverting," says Sir John Colbourne, "to the delusion which has prevailed 
in respect to the character o f the rural population of Lower Canada, and to 
the extraordinary fact, that a people, enjoying, under a mild government, 
benefits and advantages which were highly appreciated by them, had been 
prepared and extensively organized for a general revolt, and to blindly 
enter into the schemes of the factious individuals by whom they have been 
duped, without the knowledge of the local government, or doubt being 
entertained as to their loyalty or intentions, I consider it incumbent on me 
to observe that the executive government, has been, for many years, totally 
excluded, and cut off from all communication with the habitants, of every 
district; they being in the hands and under the control of avocats, notaries, 
and persons of the medical profession residing among them, have been 
corrupted by them, acting under the direction of Mr. Papineau and his 
faction, and an unrestrained aoC: seditious press. I have no hesitation in 
conveying ~ e..xpression of my opinion to her majesty's government, lest 
too ~uch reliance should be placed on the promises and addresses of a 
most Jgnorant peasantry, that have been, for many years, under rhe control 
of ambitious and unprincipled individuals to whom I have alluded." 
"The facts stated by Sir John Colbourne merit, certainly, d1e utmost attention. 
If a fusion of laws and language caoaot be obtained, some means should 
certainly be devised of enabling the gover~ent to know what is passing 
among the governed. To be for years cut off from all corrununication with 
~e governed, and in ignorance of the state of general feeling, gives a curious 
~de.a o f government. Epicurus' gods en joyed themselves in perfect 
tnd1fference as to the joys and sorrows of mortals; but at all events ther 
knew something of what mortals were about." ' · 
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30. Lesson from Canada for India The circumstances of Canada, are a 
suitable warning to us, in reference to India. I foretell the danger. If the 
proposed system be persevered in, it will soon be the bane of our empire, 
and will deprive us of the opportunities of doing its inhabitants good. But 
suppose that these predictions will not be realised, and that, in accordance 
with such a policy, we are able to maintain our power in the East, what 
heart-burnings! What oppressions! What discontent! What anarchy and 
confusion! What commotions will not a government, conducted on such 
principles, create among the people? As I love our fellow-citizens in India, 
and wish their present and eternal welfare, I venture to warn her rulers of 
the consequences, which must arise from such a course. Experience is not 
true; the history of the world is a falsehood; mankind has passed through 
so many revolutions in vain; if such a system will ever succeed, and if it be 
not attended with the most dreadful calamities to the people. 
31. The Case of Ireland If any case could be more in point, than another, 
it is Ireland. Look at the dark history of that afflicted country. At the time 
when its interests became more identified with England, this system was 
really adopted. The English party gained the ascendancy. Every thing that 
was Irish, was consigned to oblivion. Nothing was heard of but English 
supremacy, the English language, English law, literature, and science, and 
English establishments to advance learning and religion. A crusade was 
especially carried on against the Irish language; it was said to be a barbarous 
jargon; authority wished to bury it in the tomb; and every thing was printed 
in English. When any attempt was made to publish a translation of the 
scriptures in Irish, and works for the instruction of the people, il was opposed 
with the greatest violence, and the advocates of humanity were thwarted in 
all their exertions. 
The complaints of the poorer classes were disregarded. One rebellion after 
another plunged the country in blood and anarchy. H atred, discontent, 
feuds, strifes and outrages continued to work in society. No sympathy, nor 
confidence existed between the rulers and the subjects. The people, regarded 
as "aliens in blood, in language, and in religion," were delivered over into 
the hands of their priests. Those who used their language, secured the road 
to their hearts; and while the English might have set them free, might have 
learned their tongue, and saturated it with science and theology, and might 
have won them over by kindness and love to the Protestant governm~t 
and religion, they lost the opportunity; laid up, in consequence of ~s 
wretched system, immense stores of misrule and degradation for poste~ty; 
and consigned the Irish people and their children to a superstition which 
now rules them as with a rod of iron. After centuries have passed away, 
what is still the state of Ireland? 
CH APTER XXVII 
THE EDUCATION OF THE NATIVES: use of terms in the language­
English system -arguments of the heathen - impressions upon Lhe people -
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effects of the new system upon missionaries - effects upon hindoo students 
- infidelity- literature ofWales- highlands of Scotland - Ireland- the formation 
of a literature - suggestions. 
32. Impact o f English on the Moral and Spiritual state of Hindus 
HAVING in the preceding chapter, considered the effects which the English 
system is likely to produce upon our Indian rule, and upon the temporal 
condition of the Hiadoos; let us proceed to examine the bearing which it 
will have upon the moral and spiritual state of the community, and upon 
the interests of science and literature. 
In all our plans and operations for the conversion of the heathen, it is well 
to be guided, as far as possible, by the rules of the New Testament, and by 
the example of the apostles. Whatever may be the differences in our state 
and circumstances, the dictates of nature, the voice of reason, and the 
lessons of the scriptures must be regarded. In their attempts to preach the 
gospel to the heathen, to communicate instruction to the rising generation, 
to disseminate divine knowledge by the translation of the scriptures and by 
the publication of useful works, through the medium of the vernacular 
languages; modern missionaries thought they were directed by experience, 
and by the example of primitive times. 
On tl1e day of Pentecost, they remembered that the Spirit descended upon 
apostles and evangelists, endowed them with the gift of tongues, and enabled 
them to address Parthians, and Medes and Plamites, and dwellers in 
Mesopotamia and in many foreign countries, on the mysteries of redemption. 
Why, we ask, was not the miracle wrought upon the hearers, rather than 
upon the preachers? Why, instead of granting the ability to speak so many 
languages to the few, did not the Almighty agent, grant the ability to the 
thousands assembled in Jerusalem, and to the vast multitudes in different 
lands to whom the message was to be proclain1ed, to understand his servants 
who spoke probably the language of Judea? 
The one miracle would have been as easy to him, as the other; but as it 
would not have been so much in accordance with nature, and with those 
general laws to which the Divine Being has anended even in the working of 
these wonders, he bestowed the gift of tongues. As he did not provide food 
for millions, when a sufficiency for thousands was all that was required, so 
he did not grant the gift of understanding the Hebrew or the Greek to the 
nations, when the otl1er gift to tl1e preachers, was sufficient to accomplish 
his purposes of love. 
Though this endowment is not now continued to the church; yet the 
missionaries deemed it both more scriptural, and more reasonable, that 
they should toil to obtain the languages of the people, than that tl1e heathen 
should, either in dozens or in multitudes, learn their foreign dialect; and 
when God gave them power to accomplish the task, when he commanded 
his blessing to rest upon tl1eir labours, and when tdolaters were impressed 
with the word, they concluded, th a~ditional arguments to 

persev<:re in their course. ~~'.!\.--!!t_4f~' 
·~,.. ...... ~~~Lt~,~\ 
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33. Vernaculars not fit for the translation of the Bible? But it has been 
said that the heathen languages do not, at present, contain terms adequate 
to convey Christian truth; and it will be better to wait till natives are educated 
and raised up, to introduce these terms into their own tongues. This is a 
very old objection. 
"Among the polished writers of Italy," says Hallam, "we meet on every side 
the name of Bembo; great in Italian as well as in Latin literature, in prose as 
in verse. It is now the fourth time it occurs to us; and in no instance bas be 
merited more of his country. Since the fourteenth century, so absorbing 
had become the love of ancient learning, that the natural language, beautiful 
and copious as it really was, and polished as it had been under the hands of 
Boccaccio, seemed to a very false-judging pedantry, scarce worthy the higher 
kinds of composition. Those, too, who with enthusiastic diligence, had 
acquired the power of writing Latin well, did not brook so much as the 
equality of their native language. In an oration J, livered at Bologna in 
1529, before the emperor and the pope, by Romalo Amaseo, one of the 
good writers of the sixteend1 century, he not only pronounced a panegyric 
upon the Latin tongue, but contended that the Italian should be reserved 
for shops, for markets, and the conversation of the vulgar; nor was this 
doctrine uncommon in that age. 
"Can such men assert," says the mandate of Berd10ld, that our German 
language is capable of expressing what great authors have written in Greek 
and Latin, on the high mysteries of Christian faid1 and on general science. 
Certainly it is not; and hence they either invent new words, or use old om:s 
in erroneous senses - a thing especially dangerous in sacred scripture." 
34. Pre judice against Vernaculars born of Hate and Ignorance But 
if such an objection, whether made in former times or repeated now, is not 
the language of ignorance, it must be of prejudice, since the vernacular 
languages ·of India are as well qualified to convey divine knowledge, as the 
languages of Greece and Rome were of old. Did the apostles and evangelists, 
in their sermons and in their writings, draw their theological terms from 
the Hebrew, and use them in the languages of the heathen? Instead of 
employing d1e term Jehovah or Elohin1 to express d1e name of the Divine 
Being, did they not adopt "Theos" which was used among the Greeks, and 
"Deus," which was used among the Latins, and reclaiming the general name 
from the heathen, apply it to the living and true God? 
I might pursue this argument with the terms adopted to express sin, 
conscience, salvation, heaven, hell, adoption, and justification; and did not 
the aposdes take the general terms that were used by the Greeks, and by 
o~er nations in an idolatrous sense, and giving them a Christian signification, 
appropriate them to the doctrines and precepts of Christianity? 
By this example, modern missionaries have thought that they were justified 
in taking heathen terms, in giving them a Christian signification, and in 
making idolalers and Christians understand them either by an explanation, 
or by the connexion in which they are placed. 
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Nay more; when natives receive an English education, and understand our 
literature, science and theology; these missionaries cannot see what different 
plan they will adopt to give their own people the knowledge of the Bible. If 
instead of pursuing this mode, they attempt to saturate their vernacular 
tongues with terms from the E nglish as the advocates propose, the barbarity 
will be e:xtreme; and I will leave those who find such difficulty in pronouncing, 
our eastern words, to judge whether it will be a recommendation, or an act 
of self-denial to the natives of India to study our religion, when the tracts, 
the scriptures, and books will be filled with the harsh and disagreeable 
words which not one in a hundred of them will ever be able to pronounce. 
In order to consign the Sanscrit to oblivion, Mr. Trevelyan labours to show, 
that the E nglish language has passed through various gradations to irs present 
st;tge of perfection; but from whence has it gathered its terms which are 
now applied to literature and science? Has it not been from Greek and 
from Latin-heathen languages? 
And wqy may not the temrs as well be takm from the Sanmit- a language so copious, 
and so incorporated al~at!J with the vemact~lars, - as from westem languages 1vhose 
sounds are so barbarous, and 1vhose etymology is so rmk iJOJvn, lo the natives of the 
East? It is right to speak with modesty of one's country and kindml; but mrefy it is 110 
arrogant assumption to say thai whm E11ropean missionaries have, in addition to being 
hom in Britain and having obtained an English education, th~ have studied Latin 
and Gmk and H ebrnv in tbeir youth, and have acquired, from ma1!Y years of labour, 
a knowledge of an Indian language, thai th~y are as well qualffted to introduce terms 
into these dialects, or appropriate those which will be mitable, as ai!J of the students who 
mtD' grad11ate at the Hi1rdoo colleges in Calct~lla. 

35. Examples from Southern India Whatever may be the opinion o f 
others, I cannot bur regard this new system, and what has been said to 
support it, as an injudicious ally against the operations, and the progress of 
our missions in Southern India. More than a century has elapsed, since the 
Dani~h missionaries landed at Traoquebar; adopted the plan which, as I 
h~ve shown, was pursued in primitive times, saturated the Tamul language 
With terms to which they have appropriated Christian significations, and 
have written works which deserve well of posterity. British missionaries 
fo~owed in their steps; and in the various translations of the scriptures 
which have been made into Tamul, Telloogoo and Canarese in the original 
works which have been written, and in the translations which have been 
made of English books, these terms have been used in the same sense; they 
have long since been rescued from heathenism, and applied to a Christian 
use; and they are well understood by the large Christian community who 
~e scattered over the peninsula. 
Smce_ these terms, generally speaking, are of Sanscrit origin they might be 
us_ed In Bengalee, or in Oordoo, as well as in the languages of the south, and 
rrught become common to our religion throughout our Indian empire; what 
1 hen? .Are the labours, the anxieties and the progress of ages to be thrown 
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away? Is a system to be sanctioned and applauded, which is not only destitute 
of support from nature, reason, and scripture, but opposed to the genius of 
the languages, and to the efforts which have so long been successfully 
made? Are the principles on which Fabricius, Carey, Marshman, Martyn, 
Hands, Reeve, Gordon, and Rhenius, and many more have proceeded in 
the translations of the sacred volume to be discarded, and the oracles of 
truth to be filled with foreign terms which the people can neither pronounce, 
nor understand? If these are the theories, what must be the practical results? 
36. Why m ake Chris tianity a Foreign Religion by teaching it through 
E nglish? It has long been an objection raised by the heathen against the 
missionaries, that Christianity is very well suited to England and to 
Englishmen; but that their own religion is best suited to Hindoos; what 
strength does this argument gather from the system espoused? "From the 
beginning," the Hindoos will say, "we have told you that your religion was 
not fitted for India. Some among yourselves have now confirmed us in this 
opinion, since they maintain that it cannot be understood in our languages. 
If we wish to comprehend your Bible, and your theology we must learn 
and study English; what cannot be explained in our language, never surely 
could be intended for us." 
Indeed, the whole system is calculated to make the impression upon their 
minds, that it is altogether an English concern. Christianity was intended by 
its great author, for all languages, nations and kindreds of men. In primitive 
times, it brought liberty to the Jew and to the Greek, to the Barbarian and 
the Scythian, to the bond and to the free. But by human systems, how 
o ften has the light been obscured, and concealed from their view! During 
the dark ages, it was shut up in the Latin; and in the nineteenth century and 
in British India, the English is proclaimed to be the language without which 
our religion cannot be understood, its evidences cannot be appreciated. its 
beauties cannot be seen, and its power cannot be felt. 
When such views are propagated; what are the suspicions they are 
calculated to excite? That our re1igion is an engine of the state - that it is 
a part of our national policy - that it is associated only with our rule - that 
it has come in to the support of our misgovernment, and all the grievances 
which may attend our administration - that up to the present time, they 

have heard very little about religion in English, but now the British think 
it is proper to consolidate their power, by engrafting their language and 
religion upon India. 
37. Christianity above all Ethnicity and Linguistic Identities "This," 
they will say, " is just the old system. T he Moguls gave us Persian and 
Mahommedanism; the Portuguese gave us their tongue and Popery; and 
now we have the E nglish and Christianitjr." Now, I maintain that this is 
doing injust.ice to our religion. It does not require to be mixed up with any 
language, nor with any government in particular. 
It is placing it in a false position, and is uniting in the minds of the people, 
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what ought to be kept separate and distinct. So long as missionaries study 
and honour their language, and make e.xercions in Bengalee, in Tamul, and 
in Canarese; they are recognized as friends to I-lindoos; there is a sympathy 
between them and the people in their sorrows, their crials and oppressions; 
they are regarded as a wall of defence to shield the helpless from injustice 
and rapacity, since they will not witness such evils and be silent; and ther 
are everywhere known as the ·advocates of humanity and benevolence. 
But the moment that we use our own language and mix up our religion \\·ith 
it, we appear as Englishmen; the strongest prejudices are raised against us; 
we arc associated with the conguest and with the conguerors of their country. 
Our religion is only a part of the English rule, and with that government, it 
must wither and die. J f they hate our authority, despise our laws, and complain 
of our taxation, they will also denounce our divinity. 
Amongst the few, our language may be popular so long as their ambitious 
views are promoted; but once let otber prospects be rendered more inviting 
and they would be the first and the most violenL to abuse it, and to aim at 
its extermination. May that dark and dreadful day be far distant, when the 
British power will be overthrown in that land! But is it well to adopt plans 
whose principal importance is derived from the assumption that our rule is 
to be perpetuated among that people to many generations? Does not the 
history of the last two years, create within us fears and apprehensions? 
On the o ld system, missionaries were in India before the British government 
was established, and obtained the respect and the confidence o f native 
aud1orities; bur what, in case of revolution, would be the fare of our language 
and of our religion as mixed up with it? They would bod1 be ~wept away in 
a moment. The very sound would add inveteracy to the bitterness, and 
would give energy, to the malice of our foes. 
38. Infuse Science throug h the Vernaculars But cultivate the native 
languages; infuse our science, literature, and religion into every dialect; 
improve the time and the opportunities which Providence has afforded us, 
to give d1e heathen knowledge and Christianity, since we may soon be 
deprived of them; associate the religious views, principles, and experience 
of d1e people with the language in which they were nursed and educated; 
mix up d1e zeal, the sympathies, the passions, and the generous impulses of 
the native converts wid1 the interests of their own country :~ nd kindred; 
and instead of tmposing our l:~ngu:~ge upo n them, as ll badge of their 
subjection and o f our ascendancy, let us convince them th:~t it is our supreme 
wish to do them good, and to convert them to God, in perfect accord:~ncc 
with all their rights and privileges as men and as citizens; then, we establish 
our religion on a firm and enduring basis; possession is taken o f the soil. 
Christiani!J• iJ· no/ dependent 11pon this lang11age, nor 11pon tbal ,~ovemme11t, but it is 
im-orporated 1vith tbe best i11tere.rls qf tbe people a11d amidst tbe lemputJ· of re/10iutio11, 

~11d :be fall qf t/J'Ilasties, it lvilltake root, and, like the oak amid.-t the ln:es qf the forest, 
rt Jvr/1 settle, will ~·ontinue to gro1v, and will spread its bramhcs till itjills tbc land. 
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The influence which this system is likely to have upon missionancs and 
others will be very prejudicial to the advancement of Christi~nity. 
39. Missionaries Learning Indian Languages In former days, no sooner 
did a missionary enter upon his career, than he began to learn the language, 
and other important subjects engaged his attention. The phraseology that 
was used; the illustrations with which the natives clothed their thoughts; the 
figures, the comparisons, and the similirudes which were cmplored to 
elucidate the topics; their proverbs, their parables, their questions, their 
modes of expression, their looks and gesrures - all that he could sec and 
hear in the native language, were laid under arrest to i.nlltate, and. as far as 
possible, to use, that the people might understand, and their attention be 
gained. His reason, Ills education, and Ius hopes of usefulness, demanded 
of him to lay aside his E uropean fancies and prejudices, and to throw 
himself, as much as he could, ~ong the people, to cultivate not only their 
language, but their m:mner and address. 
But what is the influence, wruch this English system is likely to produce 
upon our young missionaries? They find that they can dispense with the toil 
and the labour of learning a native language. To overthrow Hindooism, 
and to establish Christianity, the best scheme is to plant English · seminaries, 
and to give the natives an English education. Not one in twenty who advocate 
this system, will ever obtain a vernacular tongue, so as to use it with any 
effect. So fully employed are their time and talents with English engagements 
that they have none to spend upon the language, the literarure, the mythology, 
the customs, and habits of Hindoos. 
40. Teaching English Everywhere Teaching in English absorbs every 
power, and has taken the place of the divine ordinance of proclaiming the 
gospeL Already nothing is heard of but the establishment of English schools 
at the mission stations, and many think to accomplish, by dris new plan, d1e 
greatest wonders, though it be tried under very different circumstances from 
d10se of Calcutta, and conducted in a mode very different from that masterly 
style in which l understand Dr. Duff and his associates have carried on. 
Infant schools are planted on the same system, and many of the clrildren, it 
is announced, are able to read the New Testament in English. ThCJ:e is not 
a word said about their being able to understand it, lind dris, I venrure to 
say, in the face of the church and of d1e world, they do not. \Vhat ridiculous 
fancies take hold of the minds of men! It were a subject fit to be caricarured, 
were it not, in another point of view, calculated to excite the deepest mourning 
and lamentation. 
\Vhen I think of the vast number of clrildren who die in infancy, in clrildhood, 
and in youth, and who have only a short time upon earth to learn any thing 
of heaven and the plan of salvation; I am ready, in the attirude of a suppliant, 
to beseech every agent in a foreign land to have compassion upon these 
little ones! Teach d1em; oh teach them first in their own language! Before 
you introduce them to a foreign tongue, make them read and understand 
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in their own the scheme o f mercy, that, should they be called into etemity, 
they may be able to pray to the Saviour who died for them. With what 
pleasure do I recollect Canarese children, six and seven years of age, repeating 
their chapters of the New Testament, and making me feel, with lisping 
accents, that they understood the tidings of grace. 
41. Prejudicial Effects on the Natives But if this system produces these 
prejudicial effects upon European missionaries, diverting them from the 
native language, leading them to pursue erroneous plans, and unfitting them 
for usefulness among the heathen; how is it likely to work in preparing the 
Hindoos for the declaration of the gospel among their countrymen? 
Mr. Trevelyan contends that Russia -- once so barbarous -- has been refined 
and civilized by the study of foreign languages, and the foreign literature, 
which they contain. But is it true that, to accomplish this purpose, the 
E mperor Nicholas bas established English schools and colleges in St. 
Petersburgh, in Moscow, and the great towns of his empire? Whatever 
foreign stock of learning has been imported, has it not passed through the 
medium o f Russ? And being in its nature and in its growth entirely European, 
does it not amalgamate almost exactly with the literature of the Tartars? 
But take Hindoo youths who have never attended school, and many of 
whom cannot read their own language; place them in a college where they 
have every tiling to learn, and must learn it in English; and what must be 
the effects of their education upon them? 
42. Strangers in Their Own Land! Naturally fond of imitation, they will 
notice, with intense interest, their European instructors; the looks, the 
gestures, and the manners which they begin to admire, will be copied; the 
English tone, accent, and voice must be studied; and Hindoo children are 
speedily so transformed that they affect the manners and bab~ts o f 
E nglishmen. The books which they read, the studies they pursue, the 
arguments which they hear, tl1e images, the sinUlitudes and tl1e illustrations 
with which thc;y become familiar, are all European; but is it requisite that 
they should pass through this process to obtain our stores of learning? 
Let us look for a moment at our English literature, in whose fields these 
youths are called to perambulate, and with what does it abound? With 
allusions to the mythology o f Greece and o f Rome; to the valleys, the 
mountains, and the scenery o f England; to the frosts, the snow, and the 
storms o f our winter, and to the beauties, the fragrance and sweet melody 
o f our summer; to the strange events that have occurred in our own history, 
and in those o f neighbouring kingdoms; to the great men who have flourished 
in ancient or in modern rimes; to the manners, and customs that prevail 
among our peasantry, and to the splendour, fashions and feats of our court 
and aristocracy; to thousands of objects which Hindoo students have never 
seen, and of which it is difficult for them to form an idea. 
What is there in this literature, to correspond ""itl1 that required in India? 
The di fference between the east and the west is not greater, than between 



• 

28 In Defense ofVemaCf(/ars 

the former and the latter. Whatever process you adopt, the one will not 
amalgamate with the style of the other, and in giving these youths such an 
exclusively English education, you have but ill qualified them for being 
useful to their countrymen. No. 
43. Science thro ug h Vernacula rs Had thjs system been reversed; had 
these pupils learned English in India, as our youth do Latin and Greek in 
our universities at home; had the professors given their instructions on 
science and literature in Bengalee, or in Oordoo, :tnd pointed out the books 
which would be proper for the students to read; had their lectures :~bounded 
with eastern allusions and illustr:~tions, wrule their subjects were so novel 
and interesting; the same truths would have found d1cir way to the minds 
of d1e scholars; the education would have been more Asiatic, but it would 
have better corresponded wiili the state and circumstances of ilie people; 
E nglish would still have been studied and E nglish ess11ys would have been 
read, but the l:ttter would b:we abounded with Eastern figure, allusions, 
and phraseology; the minds of the students would not be cast in 11 European 
mould, yet their thoughts would be Western and dressed in oriental style. 
But let us look at the reality. I allude now only to those who, under dus 
system, have become pious, and are devoted to God. How arc they qualified 
for usefulness? Their minds arc stored with English illustrations; strange 
models arc held up to their view, and a European standard is the rule of 
taste and imaginarion; they live and learn and think in :1 world of ideality; 
lhe1r speeches :~re full of ll)u!;trations from algcbm, gcomcuy, modem and 
ancient rustory, and the various sciences which they have studied; ("As an 
illustraaon," remarks Or. Duff, "of this remark, I may here state, that, 
about six years :~go, I happened to be presem :tt a debating society, composed 
of forty or fifty young men, who had acquired"; or were then acquiring, an 
English cducat.ion at the Government Hindoo College. T he subject of debate 
was, - '\XIhether females ought to be educated?' Anomer, a youth of about 
fourteen or fifteen, towards the end of the discussion, rose up, remarking, 
that he had listened with great delight to the arguments of the other 
gentlemen, but that one had escaped them, wluch he would now beg leave 
to advance. l ie would prove by geometry, 'that females ought to be educated.' 
r\ll were instantly oo tl1e tiptoe of c:\-pectation, to hear what this geomc~cal 
argument might prove. It turned out to be a somewhat vague and fanoful 
application of one of the axioms of Euclid, and hence dcs1gnatcd a 
geometrical argument. It was i.n substance as follows:-
"Is Jt conceded tl1ar men ought to be educated? Undoubtedly it is. And whr 
is the concession made in their favour? Why not as well educate these 
cocoa-trees? (pointing to those around the house.) Oh, we arc told the 
reason is, that men have got souls or minds, and these trees have not. And 
why 1s it that men's having souls should lead to their being educated? Because 
these souls arc found, from experience, to be susceptible of growth, and 
consequently of cultivation; and if susceptible of cultiv11tion, ought Lhey not 
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to be cultivated? Assuredly they ought, else they must be waste and useless, 
and not fulfilling the design of their being. It is allowed d1en, on all hands, 
that men's souls or minds ought to be cultivated - in other words, d1at men 
ought to be educated, \Veil, and have not females got souls or minds? Many 
of our Mussulrnan countrymen think not, but our pundits, (learned men,) 
in all thcir folly, have never appealed to the Shasters for any such absurdity 
as this. So, then, it is quite oriliodox for us to believe and assert that females 
have got souls - and if so, these must, like the souls of men, be capable of 
growth, capable of being cultivated. And if, because men have got souls 
capable of cultivation, it is granted d1at these o.ught to be cultivated; when 
it is acknowledged that females have got souls capable of cultivation, ought 
tbese not to be cultivated too? Surely they ought; because things mat are 
equal to the same thing are equal to one anomer. Hence I conclude mat 
females ought to be educated.' -- Mr., Trevelyan.) 
44. Losing Life for a Dead Education 
The essays which mey compose display considerable talent, abound .wiili 
European figures and allusions, are cheered by an English assembly, and 
are to be translated into me vernacular language, and perhaps be published. 
But are not d1ese young champions less qualified d1an they might have 
been for labouring among their bred1ren? Where are thcir sympathies now 
with their own people? Where are those feelings of home and kindred and 
country, which gtvc :.uch a chorro to :Ul the renbtJes of ~fe? 
Instead of having warmed their hearts and meir imaginations wiili the scenes 
of their childhood, and deepened mose impressions which the works of 
nature and d1e associations of friendship, had made upon them; you have 
exchanged them all, for oiliers more distant, indistinct and powerless. You 
have made them strangers in their own land. They are more prepared to be 
ministers in England, than teachers to ilieir heathen countrymen. They 
have lost, in their English education, all that would give life, point and 
energy to their discourses, delivered to an idolatrous audience. You have 
made iliem as much as possible European; but it is not likely iliat iliey have 
become more acceptable and useful to India. 
45. Hindu College Graduates: They write more for the European 
Community If it be replied d1at, in reference to the pious and devoted, 
d1ese fears are groundless, and that this will, no doubt, adopt me style and 
manner of their country, I appeal to unquestionable facts. Some of the 
young men who graduated at the Hindoo college, and have become serious, 
are editors of newspapers, and have the opportunity of sending the streams 
oj knowledge over the land; but what is d1e style which iliey have adopted? 
Have they burst me barriers of habit and education, and in Bengalee, and 
in-language suited to me capacities of meir kindred, have they condescended 
to pour weir literature and science ilirough the pages of their journals? Not 
at all. TI1e English language and style is weir standard of perfection; mey 
write more for the European community, than for Bengalees; these 
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newspapers are published in English, and though some of these have 
columns in the native clialcct, they arc mere translations from the original, 
and arc the very reverse, of course, of all that is likely to be popular and 
interesting among Hindoos. 
46. Misguided Christians: Beginning of Sorrows But a champion among 
the converts, and one who has deservedly been held up as an example to 
his brethren, has now entered the ministry, and has been admitted, by d1e 
Bishop of Calcutta, into deacon's orders; what then? Surely he is an angel 
of mercy to his benighted countrymen. Whatever direction others may 
have taken, there can be no doubt that his pad1 is plain, and that, like a 
zealous and powerful advocate of d1e faid1, be is found, in d1e towns and in 
the villages, standing up for the honour of his Lord, calling upon his idolatrous 
brethren to drink of the waters of life, and to flee from the wrath to come! 
I hope he would rrot account dUs a degradation of his office, though some 
of his native brethren have written very tauntingly of such missionary 
exertions! But such, I am sorry to say, is not to be the career of this young 
man. A new chapel has been erected for him in Calcutta. He has become 
an English preacher to his kinsmen, and to all who will go to hear him; his 
English education has given a tone to his mind, and a character to his 
stuclies and pursuits that have proportionably unfitted him for mixing with 
his people, and preaching to ilie poor the gospel of God. 
I mention iliese as specimens of what this English education will do for the 
converts, even when it is of a Christian kind, as it is conducted in the 
General Assembly's school; what will be its effects when it is unaccompanied 
by Christian instruction, as it is e..'i:hibited in the colleges established by the 
government? The results already appear; but these are but the beginning of 
sorrows. Instead of the glowing picture which Mr. Trevelyan has drawn, 
and the enlivening prospect which he has described; we have od1er witnesses 
at hand, whose aud1ority and testimony are not to be questioned. 
47. Mischievous Bengalis What say "the friends of religion and humanity" 
at Calcutta? Have they - the government - not done as much as the missionaries 
to uproot the ancient laws and institutions of the country, by the establishment 
of schools and colleges, in which sciences are taught qirectly at variance with 
the whole structure of the faith of the people - schools which, as at present 
conducted, are an unmixed evil? - schools, which deprive the pupils of the 
miserable comforts of Hindooism, and leave them without even an inanimate 
God? The government f10d them the devotees of Kalee, and leave them 
devotees of brandy-panee and roast-beef (Calcutta Appeal to the Friends of 
Humanity). Let us listen to another witness from Juggernaut. "The Bengalees 
from Calcutta were especially ill behaved, and of these, d1ose who were 
educated, that is who could talk English, were the cream of the rest, not 
unfrequently insulting God and Christ in our own language; getting tracts, 
and immediately tearing them up and throwing them at us, or scattering them 
in the way" (Rev. W. Lacy's .fouma~. 
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48. A Dreadful Crisis: What will these English-Educated Indians 
do? But another impartia~ and considering the interest which he has taken 
in this subject, a very important witness remains to be heard. "Once let 
these leaders of the people, become thorough English scholars, and, what 
they be? Here opens upon us the glimpse of a dreadful crisis. Give them 
knowledge without religion, according to the present government plan, and 
they will become a nation of infidels! So that, instead of having to contend 
with the abominations of idolatry, you will have to contend with the wildest 
forms of E uropean infidelity! If this be the nature of the approaching 
crisis, who can recall the lesson to be gained from the e11:perience of ages -
a dear-bought lesson, deeply in1printed in traces of desolation, and stamped 
in characters of blood? - \XIho can look at the convulsions that lately rent 
asunder the nations of E urope, and beholding, in atrocities that not only 
outvie savage life, but would, in the comparison, prove the savage to be 
a sage, eternal monuments of the disastrous power of knowledge 
unsanctified, and brilliant talents uncontrolled by the power of religious 
principles; - who, I say, can seriously review all this, and think of the crisis 
that is impending over India without a thrill o f horror? (Dr. Duffs Speech 
before the General Assembly, 1835) If these predictions be realized, and 
I have little doubt they will be, should not some radical change take place 
in the scheme; what an amount of responsibility will devolve upon Mr. 
Trevelyan, and the members of ilie Committee of Public Instruction, and 
upon others who have taken an active part in urging on the government 
to the adoption of tlus plan! 
49. Secularization of England, and the English Pride Ah! When 
Christian chiefs visit us from Africa; when Christian refugees, driven from 
their own land by a persecuting queen, flee from Madagascar, and seek an 
asylum in England; we are afraid to let them m.ll1gle freely witll society, lest 
they should be contanlinared; we tremble lest their faitl1, and piety, and 
simple devotedness should be injured even by the trifling, and the 
inconsistencies that are but too ,risible in the Christian church; we are an.:cious 
that the avenues of communication should be shut up, lest they should 
understand that in this country, so famous for its benevolence and 
Christianity, there are habits, crimes, and abominations prevailing which 
would be a disgrace to any people. But what have the friends of English 
education done to ilie natives of India? By ilie adoption of other plans, 
they might have said to tllem, ''Walk about Zion, and go round about her; 
tell the towers thereof, Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces, 
iliat ye may tell it to the generation following." 
B~t no! They have put the keys of knowledge into tl1eir hands; they have 
lrud open Babylon the great to their view; iliey have taken them into the 
chamber of imagery to behold the abominations that are iliere. In order to 
atone for the manner in which iliey have condemned, as worthless and vile, 
the licentious literature, in which the Hindoos would have revelled, whether 
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they gave them liberty or not, the Committee of Public Instruction have 
taken this people to our theatres, our assemblies, our gaming-houses, our 
gin-palaces, our fairs, our race-courses, and our "fancy" clubs to behold 
the habits, and vices that prevail among a civilized community. 
SO. Immorality of Atheis tic and Secular Beliefs among Indians 
Educated in English As though it were not enough that the missionaries 
had to contend with their heathen objections, and their depraved propensities, 
the English party have taken their Hindoo pupils to our schools of infidelity 
to hear a Hume, a Voltaire, and a Byron, a Paine, a Carlisle, and an Owen, 
deliver their lessons of immorality, and to learn the scorn, the ribaldry, and 
the derision which they can pour forth against Christianity, and its divine 
Author. Nay, had the government wished to patronise the spread of atheism, 
to raze the foundations of society; to diffuse an unbounded licentiousness 
of sentiment and principle, and to cast their Hindoo pupils on the wide sea 
of scepticism without a helm, a compass And a sail, what more could its 
agents have done, than to have established, under its high sanction, libraries 
full of pernicious and infidel publications, to have refused the libraries 
which the London Tract Society proposed to furnish as an antidote to tll.is 
poison, and to have provided an appetite, in their students, for the worst 
books in tl1e language - books which many persons in Calcutta will not be 
backward to supply? (Calcutta has been deluged from America with the 
works of Paine.) Who will account for all these evils and all the calamities, 
whlch will unquestionably follow? 
51. False Promise of the English Party to provide Vernaculars with 
Great Literature: What happened in Ireland, Wales, and Scotland? 
A great object wll.ich the advocates of the new system have in view, is to 
provide a vernacular literature for Hindosthan; and the proposal is to educate 
the natives in English, that they may become the instruments of rendering 
western literature and science into their own languages. Now, I do not 
mean to say that this plan may not, after vast trouble, enormous expense, 
and ages of toil and oppression, be attended with a measure of success. But 
I must say, that somelhing like the Calcutta plan of steaming round the 
Cape of Good Hope as a passage to India, in preference to that of going 
down the Mediterranean, and up the Red Sea, it is neither the most simple, 
natural, direct, nor promising. 
As the histories of Ireland, of Wales, and of the Highlands of Scotland, 
have given us lessons of warning, so they may afford us lessons of instruction 
upon mis point. In these provinces, ' this scheme has been fairly tried, and 
the results of the experiment are before us. \Vhat is the testimony, which 
may be gatl1ered from: the history of Wales? In the principality, this system 
has been modified by circumstances; tile spirit, the energy, and the love of 
freedom wll.ich characterize tile people, have tended to counteract the evils 
which have usually sprung from such measures: schools and colleges, 
est:~blished upon different principles, have secured to the inhabitants some 
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blessings of which this system wou,J.d unquestionably have deprived them; 
but what is the amount of literature that is to be found in the Welsh? 
Alas! After three centuries of English supremacy and favour, how defective 
is it, according to the evidence of its best friends, when compared with 
what it might have become under a vernacular administration? So convinced 
were the inhabitants of Wales, some years ago, of the depressing influence 
of Eng1ish upon their national literature, and their interests as a people, 
that they petitioned the legislature to appoint no bishop to a see in their 
province, who did not understand their language. But no! It could not be 
granted. Such is the influence which the adopted system in India, has still in 
England, that the parliament passed a bill to confirm the grievance which 
the Welsh complained of; and well might a public journal, in reference to 
the subject, ridicule the act: -
" It is now the law of the land that a bishop need not understand the 
language of the people over whom he e-xercises his episcopal functions. 
The decision is very intelligible. It ought, nevertheless, to be translated 
into Welsh and pasted inside the covers of the Welsh Bibles. The people 
should learn, in their own rude dialect, to appreciate the blessings of 
having aliens in race and language to superintend their religious instruction. 
There was a time when a priesthood ignorant of the people's language 
was held an abomination. The parliaments of Edward the Third, denounced 
the nuisance. \XIicliffe, the patriarch of Protestantism, wrote and preached, 
with his accustomed fervour, against the gross abuse. The ,·enerable rector 
of Lutterworth knew nothing of Protestantism triumphant, or of reformed 
Episcopacy grown old .in luxury. The pastor pastorum has no connexion 
with d1e flock, but the fleece." 
The Highlands of Scotland have been rendered anotller field of experiment. 
Nothing can show more plainly the prejudices under which Dr. Duff is 
labouring, than his bringing forward his native language, to support this 
scheme. If ever there was a dialect that has been despised and neglected, 
whose literature has suffered oppression and contempt under a foreign 
yoke, and whose tlleology remains scanty and cold from tile ungenerous 
plans that strangers have adopted, it is certainly the Gaelic tongue. To a 
Highlander, what evidence could be more convincing and overwhelming, 
than that which Dr. Duff has adduced that her brave and hardy sons 
should have to travel hundreds of miles amidst frost and snows, to distant 
universities - that after centuries during which this system has been at work, 
they should still be obliged to learn a strange language before they can 
receive an education that tlley should still, far removed from their homes, 
have to lodge in the midst of strangers, and have to endure all tl1e taunts 
and the jeers to which tl1ey have so often to submit? 
I allow, with Dr. Duff, that coming from the nonh and from tl1e west, to 

English colleges, they have to study a foreign language - that they contend 
successfully for ilie prize of scholarship - and that enriching their minds 
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with science, literature and theology, - they return to their native Glens to 
disseminate their knowledge, human and divin~; but what system has laid 
them under such disadvantages? What plans oblige them still to submit to a 
foreign language, to repair to distant colleges, and to derive their stores 
from a strange literature? Is it not the scheme for which he is contending? 
It bas, for many an age, been tried in Scotland; and where arc the colleges 
established in the Highlands? Where is the literature and theology of which 
the Gaelic can boast? Ah! \Xlell may the Ossianic Society * send petitions to 
parliament complaining that their language, and literature have been neglected, 
and praying that professors may be appointed to give the students, &om 
the north, a better knowledge of their own tongue. 
(* "That there arc in tl1e Highlands and Islands of Scotland no fewer than 
five hundred tl1ousand of her majesty's subjects, entitled, from their patriotic 
conduct, and by their steady loyalty, to me attention of the British legislature, 
whose vernacular tongue is the Gaelic, and who are incapable of receiving 
instruction, religious or secular, to any C.'<tent, through tl1e medium of any 
other language. 
"That in the pastoral superintendence of this extensi,•e population, nearly 
three hundred ministers are at present engaged, to whom an accurate and 
critical knowledge of the vernacular tongue is imperatively requisite for tl1e 
effective discharge of tl1eir sacred trust, and whose usefulness is almost 
entirely dependent upon their capacity of diffusing knowledge, and inculcating 
duty in this the only impressive and intelligible manner. That the momentous 
object of qualifying such public instructors for officiating effectively, is 
entirely over-looked in the present constitution of the Scottish Universities; 
wherein no opportunity is afforded for acquiring that thorough knowledge 
of the Gaelic language which is so essential and desirable. 
"That all Highland students, more especially such as have devoted themselves 
to tl1eological studies, have long deplored tlus radical defect in the present 
educational system in our universities, and various evils and difficulties 
which it originates; and that they have, for a length of time, endeavoured of 
themselves to obviate these by convening (under the designation of the 
Ossianic Society) for the sole purpose of assisting each other to the 
understanding of the Gaelic language; but tl1ey most sadly experience iliat 
their utmost efforts are nugatory, and therefore form no adequate remedy; 
that many omers beside lament mat they have no proper means of becoming 
acquainted \vim the Celtic language, wluch is not only essential to the divine, 
bur also per se of the highest in1portance to the accomplishment of ilie 
pllllologist, tl1e antiquarian and tl1e historian.") 
52. No hope for the Indian Vernaculars, No support from English 
If this scheme will confer a literature upon India it will do for that empire, 
what it has yet failed to do for the Highlands of Scotland. Another plan 
would certainly have been more successful. .t\t ilie time that the Gaelic was 
assailed,-~< -~' and measures were proposed to keep those who speak it in 
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ignorance and deprive them of the word of life; had the government or 
some generous and wealthy chieftain established a college in the metropolis 
of the Highlands; had he appointed professors to pour their science, and 
philosophy, their Latin, Greek and English into the minds of their students, 
through the medium of the Gaelic; and had he rhus rrused the language of 
the North to the rank and station which it deserved; what would have been 
the effects produced upon the Highlanders themselves? 
Instead of their literature being now so barren and impoverished, it would 
this day have been abundam and interesting; their ministers would be far 
better prepared to unfold, to d1eir hearers, the mysteries of redemption; 
the passions and sympathies of the people would respond more fully and 
more freely to the northern and homely allusions o f their pastors, than to 
their soud1ern phraseology; i.o lieu of attempts to impose upon their clans, 
by power and by patronage, a foreign dialect, d1e pride, the weald1, and the 
benevolence of the aristocracy would be called forth to t:phold their native 
language, and to replenish it with stores of moral and intellectual wealth; 
and the sons of Caledonia might now be as renowned for their wisdom and 
their learning as they are. for ilieir martial courage and impetuous bravery. 
But as Ireland is, more remote, and has so long been the victim of conquest 
and oppressive enactmems, it bears a greater resemblance perhaps to our 
Indian empire. What, then, has the scheme done for the literature, the 
education and the liberties of Ireland? The few who were high, affluent, 
and noble, have bowed submissively to the yoke, and have assumed ::he 
badges o f E ngland and its barons; the respectable classes and aspirants to 
office and to power have pursued learning and philosophy at its university, 
since that was the path to honour and to renown; but where is the literature 
which they have given to their language and to their country? Where arc 
the devoted, and laborious ministers whose minds have been filled wiili 
English knowledge, and are pouring their treasures of wisdom into ilie Irish 
language, and into the minds of its people? \Vherc are the Irish schools that 
have been established, to educate d1c masses, and to emancipate them 
from their superstition and their bondage? 
"At length," remarks Mr. Anderson, " in the very close of the eighteenth, or 
rather the opening o f the nineteenth centuq, benevolent feeling having 
come into more lively exercise, a better day seems to have begun to dawn 
on this long, long neglected people. The time in which their ~est interest will 
be purs!Jed, as it relates to the improvement of their minds, ts surely now at 
hand. The time in which their vernacular tongue was thus treated has pa~sed 
away; and assuredly if the 'English interest,' in every sense of the term, IS to 
be promoted, such policy and such neglect have passed away fo~ ever. 
"In the effectual education of any tribe, there is a course to which narure 
no t only points, bur constrains. In every instance, it is demonstrable, that 
the benevolent visitor or resident must sit down :~nd begin with the people, 
where God and nature have begun .._,.;th them. If we descend no t to their 
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level, we shall never raise up any, save a mere fraction of the community, 
nor will that fraction r:Use the remaining body. As to the vernacular tongue, 
what ever that be, if we will not go back and start here, the people, as such, 
stand still, and are left behind. But truly, on such a subject as that of a 
liberal education, naturally and necessarily taking its rise from the ftrst 
tongue in which a people have spoken, and been accustomed to think, 
embracing too such an aggregate of human beings under d1e British crown, 
and after such a detail as the present, meagre though it be, one is at a great 
loss what to say. It has been drawn out, and facts placed in this new light 
before the intelligent reader, in the hope, that they will instantly suggest to 
many the imperious, but pleasing duty of pursuing a course more congenial 
with the love of countl)' and d1e good of Ireland. If these poor people wish 
to have education and let the reader point, if he can, to d1at class in tlus 
kingdom who desire it more, and if the language is dear to tl1em, as dear it 
is, let dtem have it to their heart's content, and as the only basis too of all 
effectual informacion and happiness to the Irish mind in its present condition" 
(Anderson on the Nlltive Irish - a book which ought to be read by every 
friend to mankind). 
It is a very remarkable event, d1at after so many ages of oppression and 
nlisgovernment, to establish tlus E nglish system, and to convert tl1e Irish 
people to tl1e Protestant f:Utb, it should now be ascertained that these means 
are useless; th11t measures in the Irish language, must be adopted; that Irish 
schools are most suited to give instruction to the clllldren; that Irish preachers 
and readers meet with tl1e most attentive and serious congregations; that 
scriptures and good books in Irish are most acceptable to tl1e people; and 
that, if we wish to be useful to the Catholic population, we must retu.m to 
those plans which were rejected and spurned in a former age. 
(** Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, 1.3th Aug., 1766. 
"Sir,- I did not expect to bear that it could be, in an assembly convened 
for the propagation o f Christian knowledge, a question whether any nation 
uninstructed in religion should receive ins truction; or whether that 
instruction should be imparted to them by a translation of the holy books 
into their own language. If obedience to the will of God be necessary to 
happiness, and knowledge of Ius will be necessary to obedience, I know 
not how he that withholds this knowledge, or delllys it, can be said to love 
his neighbour as himself. He that voluntarily continues in ignorance, is 
guilty of all rhe crimes which ignorance produces; as to him that should 
extinguish the tapers of a light-bouse, might justly be imputed the calanucies 
of shipwreck. Christianity is the highest perfection of humatlity; and as 
no man is good but liS he wishes the good of others, no man Clio be good 
in the highest degree who wishes not to others the largest measures of the 
grell test good. To o mit for ll yellr, or for a day, the most efficacious 
method of advancing Christianity, in compliance with any purposes that 
terminate o n this side of Lhe grave, jg a crime of which I know no t that 
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the world has yet had an example, except in the practice of the planters in 
America, a race of mortals whom, I suppose, no other man wishes to 
resemble." - Boswell's Lift ofjohnso/1. 
"After such a letter as this," remarks l'vfr. Anderson. "it may seem strange 
that schools for the education of our Highlanders, directly and in the first 
instance, to read their own language, were not established until 1811, more 
than fifty years afterwards. Such, however, is tl1e fact. After an acquaintance 
with the stMe of the Highlands, all along the western coast of Scotland in 
181 0, the writer could find notl1ing of the sort. The practice universally 
was, that of teaching English first; and no small prejudice was then discovered 
at the idea of teaching at once the Yernacular tongue. There was then even 
no elementary book, save Dr. A. Stewart's large 8vo. Gra111mar. The letter 
procured from Mr. Charles, of \XIaJes, was among tl1e steps preparatory. 
Now the prejudice is gone. His Majesty, on visiting Scotland, through Mr. 
Peel, witl1 great cordiality became patron of the Society for tl1e support of 
Gaelic Schools, ami since tl1at period tl1e General Assembly have taken up 
the same idea.") 
53. What will help India and Indian Vernaculars? What plan, then, it 
may perhaps be asked, would you suggest to provide a Cluistian literature 
for India? The system, I reply, which has prevailed, from tinle inlmemorial 
among the Hindoos themselves, to provide their own heatl1en literature, is 
one whose claims to simplicity and to usefulness cannot be disputed. 
Whatever may be the difference in the languages, ther all belong to the 
same great family; similar laws regulate the idiom, construction, style, and 
various kinds of composition, which prevail in the dialects of the north and 
the south; when you describe one art of India, you have, in many respects, 
described the whole; the manners, the customs, and the habits of the people, 
\vith trifling variations, correspond from Cape Comorin to the Himalayas; 
and their superstition, in all its great lineaments, is exactly the same. Whether, 
therefore, their present literature was originally written in Sanscrit, or in 
some other languages, the Vedas, the Shasters, the Pooranas, and all their 
classical writings are to be found in all the principal tongues of India, and 
are as well understood in the one as in the otl1er. 
Let this plan be adopted, and acted upon by the friends of Christianity and 
of India, and every language in Hindosthan wiJI in twenty years have a 
Christian literature. To supply the growing wants of the people, there is 
required a General Book Society, whose operations would ncitl1er be confined 
to Bengal, nor to Bombay, nor to Madras; but which would embrace, in its 
extensive arms, the range of our Indian empire, and which would yield 
encouragement to Europeans and to natives in the publication of works in 
every language. So long as the population remains heathen, it is evident that 
there will be no demand for such books as may be written. 
The natives must first learn to appreciate:: the commodity, before they 
can be expcctcci to purch:~se it: and such work:. as are publi$hed in the 
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vernacular tongues, must, for a while, either be given for nothing, or sold 
at a very reduced price, to create the demand. But were such a Book 
Society established; were European missionaries, and Christian natives, 
who are qualified to excel in this department of labour, encouraged to 
unite and to publish useful works, in the respective tongues with which 
they are acquainted, there is such a similarity in the genius, and in the 
construction of all the languages of India, that every book which was 
printed in any dialect from the south to the north, might, with the greatest 
facility, case, and advantage, be rendered into every other, and be as 
much suited to the state, character, and circumstances of the people, as 
any treatise written in E nglish, might be translated into the language of 
every Protestant community in Europe. 
54. Not mere Translations! 
Let me not be misunderstood; I am no advocate for translations from 
E nglish or any o ther European language. Such books as the Pilgrim's 
Progress, and some others, may, by the greatest labour and by many 
alterations, be translated, with some advantage, into the vernacular languages 
of the East. But I appeal to ever)'one 1vho bas studied the Oriental dialects, and bavr 
buome so ac-quainted 111ith tbem as to be able to use tbem like their 011111, whether tbere 
is not a11 utter incongmi!J betllleell the English and the language;- of India; wbetber the 
gmius, the charader, and constmclion of the one, are not the most incompatible with 
tbose of the other; and whether the modes of expression, the tropes and figures, tbe 
allusions and phraseology emplf!J•ed in the East, are not as far removed from those of the 
Jlrest as the space thai divides them? Most ammd!J they are; and translaliofiS made 

from our literature am/ our theology, however agreeable /o tbose wbo make lbem, will 
certainfy be lo those who read them, generalfy speaking, like the sotmding brass or tbe 
/inkling cymbal. 
No; the society to which I refer, would have a very different task to ~erform, 
from that of giving encouragement to translations from western literature, 
science, and theology. Their business and honour would be to patronize 
and to assist every book that might be written in the respective languages in 
the north or in the south, in the east or in the west; and having ascertained 
that it would be useful, to see that it was translated and publishe~ in all the 
tongues of the empire. Such a society would require great exertlo~s from 
its directors, and would be attended with considerable expense; but lt would 
do more, in twenty years, to give a Christian literature to India, than any 
other plan will be able to accomplish for centuries to come. 
~5. Change the Sword to Plough It has been lo ng laid down as an 
tncontrovertible axiom in Ind.ia, that the country wa5 acquired by the sword, 
and that our power there cannot be od1e.rwise maintained. T he latter part of 
rl~s maxim, I venture to question. At presen~, I allow, the army cannot be 
dtl>pensed w~th; but is dus state of things to continue forever? Axe the garments 
of the warnor always to be rolled in blood? Is there to be no cessation to 
those schemes, which require despotism and terror to support them? 
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The past history of India is a frightful comment upon the system o f violence 
and conguest; it is certainly high time that more Christian methods were 
adopted to give the ·people peace and prosperity. More of tbe public revenue 
nJIIJ"I be app1vp1iated to give them education. IEYbile sound measures ought to be adopted 
for the improvemc11t and amelioration of tbe empire; while the jarmerr sbould be sbo1vn 
bow productive tbe ground migbt be rendered, f?y better instmflmJt.r, and ne1v methods of 
cultivation: 1vbile trade and commerre, both internal. and external, ougbt to be encouraged, 
and every restriction .rbould be removed,· while the ridJ and wealti?Y should be taught to 
put ott/ lbeir momy to umry, and to fom; tbem.relves into ,·ompanies to drmv jorth the 
resources of tbe t'OtiiiiT)', tbe )'Outb, throughout tbc land, fiJigbt be t"OIIctted into s•hools, 
and 011 tbe primiples u;bid; Mr. Adam ha.r mggcstcd, he filled for tmjirl stations i11 
sodery, and for giving a greater impetuJ to stience and literature, to wi.rdom and goodnesJ~ 
in tbe agc.r to t"0/1/e. 
The arts of peace mjght, ar a ve11' trifling expense, supersede the necessity 
of war. Love, good-will and benevolence, might soon become triumphant 
over the selfish appetites and passions which heathenism has encouraged, 
and rendered essential to its own existence . . T he people might soon be 
taught, that it is their interest to support a goverrunent which aims even at 
their, present comfort and happiness, and to bow to a religion which has 
secured to them, by its sacred influence, such days o f prosperity. 
But whether the government will, in this respect, do its duty to the empire, 
or prefer to run its former caroer, it behooves, the great societies which 
have the conversion of the heathen at heart, to sec that extensive plans are 
formed, and carried out for the education of the young, and for raising up 
a more energetic and laborious race of native preachers in India. / lt the 
more bealti?J' and primipal stations, tbere ougbt to be colleges eslablisbed 011 broad and 
liberal prindplu, wbm Cbri.rtian, tbildren, promising)'Otttbs, and t"andidates for tbe 
ministf)' might rmive a s11itable education. Instead of the duties of a seminary, the 
superintendente of .rcbools, and the general business of a mis.rion devolving upon one 
individ11a/,· mch stations o11ght to be well supplied with mi.rsionarie.r wbo would give 
themselves to different departments of the great work, and who JV011Id bet-ome the instmnmtls 
of raising, to a bigber m1le, the i11tellectual q11alijitalion.r, and the Cbrirlian t-harm1er 
of our native teachers. 
I know o f no institution that is better fitted to take the lead in such plans of 
benevolence, and bold and extensive measures for the improvement of 
India, than the London MissionatT Society. Catholic io its principles, liberal 
in its constitution, simple in its ob{ect, already crowned with a signal blessing 
from on high, and supported by all denominations of Ch.ristia~s, it i_s _well 
qualified to take up a high and important position in raising a natJve ml!Ustry 
for Hindosthan. Various plans have already been adopted, but they are ~ot 
adequate to the exigencies of the case. So long as we depend upon _foret~:,rn 
supplies, and ?.re satisfied with maintaining pur position, and keepmg the 
enemy in abeyance; so long as we repose out- confidence upon those who, 
converted in their manhood, are apt to bring m~ny prejudices and inf~.tmities 
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into rhe c:~mp, :~nd are far from being the most devoted and most courageous 
ch:~mpions in the Geld. our army is weak and defective, and we are destitu te 
of the real sinews of war. But let ItS determine, in the strength of God, to raiJ-e up 
a native C1171!)', to ins/mel them in our .rpilitual um~fare and dis.ipline, to m:ate, as Jar 
as possible, between them and tbeir people, a .[)'IIIPati?J in their language, their manner 
and L7f.rtoms, and to r!'nder tbem more ~flicient f?JI an educatio11 supe1ior to any 1vbich 
they baue hitlmto obtained; tbm, I feel assured that tbe mon~y, the labour, and tbe 
satTijice will be well n:warded r 

1 tbnt should time plai/J· require more time to develop 
their usefulnesJ, tb~y .1vould t 'msitJe a11d /ailing in their bmejits. 
In the year 1836, there was a sau want of candidates for missionary work; 
many of the foreign stations were left destitute, and the wants of others 
could no t be supplied. But appeals were made to the churches to give 
themselves to prayer that God would provide for tlus emergency that be 
would raise up evangelists, :~ad qualify them for the service of the heathen, 
and that he would not suffer the missions to languish and e~-pire for want 
o f devoted agents. These appeals were responded to by importunate 
intercession, and these intercessions were answered in a host of warriors 
who have gone forth to the field, and are now contending with the foe. Oh, 
when will the spirit which gained these triumphs be renewed with increasing 
fervour and perseverance on behalf of a native ministry for India; when 
will the t:hurches put on their strength, and wrestle with J ehovah to endow 
hundreds and thousands of Hindoos, with tl1e gifts and the graces of the 
Holy Ghost, to proclaim salvation to sinners; and when sbaU tl1at dat:k land 
witness a noble army who, wielding the sword of the spirit, and wearing the 
shield o f faith, and equipped wiili ilie helmet of Slllvation, and the btellstplate 
o f righteousness, shll ll stand forili liS the lldvoclltes of the truth, and the 
l!ssa.illlnts of the powers of darkness? Then, the d11y of victory will co~e; 
persecution will but rage ro consummate ilie triumphs of ilie trutl1; grace 
and strength divine will rest upon the witnesses to enable them to toil, to 
weep, to pray, to testify and to suffer; and should convulsions drive their 
European helpers from the soil iliere would remain in ilie field, a band of 
faithful, devoted, enlightened lind courageous champio ns, who would lead 
on their brethren to the struggle, and would, in defiance of bonds, 
imprisonments and death, continue to propagate Christianity. 
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