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AAT-fEaIN 2T g UH S

“Shri Sant Ram is indeed a true saint not only in his idealism
or ideology, but also in action. For, a true saint is he who has the
faith that all life is one, and who is dedicated to the noble cause of
practising the gospel of the unity of humanity. In a country, unfortu-
nately still ridden with the curse of casteism and creedalism, Sant Ram
Ji’s life has been like a lighted lamp, giving the light of love to all.
My heart’s homage then to this shining servant of mankind.”

Harijan Ashrama, Gurdial Malik
Ahmedabad—13 (Gujrat) 2-3-1961.
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«Qld songs, the precious music of the heart.”
Wordsworth: Poems: Dedicated to
National Independence.
X X X X X
¢<Song is untouched by death.”
(Cormina morte corent)
Ovid. Amores. Bk. i, Eleg. 15,1.32.
X X X X X
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aei TG ATQSET & T AW ST 9w, fr s et w66
o Wm“ﬁrﬁﬁa“qﬁmﬁ Wt wife fm € 0

g aaT & o frg TR q= e # mrerasar g § oH i
ST A g 37 & fod et A1 A LA & e o fafi s safo,
i wd AAAFIT A, HGAR T AR T &t Y, H 0 gw A A-
aafsq @i & | SR wwE i ao Al A g fefem <t @ o
qurer & @i TF e oA AfRd G g | T g aesrena amnfer,
rdfaE, wiae affeafadl T TR AR AR & AR a4 wd g | T8
A Tt Sira # @A E | T T | gy efet @t §

Wig  ®  AEwEwdl - Afed owws, 9 e &
gar o gWOW A 7 W OEIE A FAd A4 @AW
gIN FAT AAE & Wada Nal w1 gIre a7 fFar g F SNgEe’
7 faad & "o 7 fae B oo} & Tafead & o fosli & ao ol



YE

fafmr ofaei § o€ 9 arely @gEdl @ d@9E # O @rE 1 93 W
% fedt il &1 dug gare g = A a8 7w |7 hfad e | M ag
qa g fFar &

FEEiEE AWl e Aa g 5 et & Mdl 7 weeiaar aedr )
TR ITH €4 9% AT UF woOHaT § FF 947 wifer, 6T S wHar v
W A N Fag g S FrFfers & g w@r g ==
AT & gad gAT HY A9 § ga7 Nt 4 Fgi | A w@mpfdi d oag
fafsdi ft £ % %z | ag @fa @i | 9AF A1 & gay Y eigaar g3 WA
fageran g ? arT & ug gy sfEd
WA 7Y BNy for fe i & ooy Ma menwar F F@F @ FAaa ef | WX
AT & @ g =g | T A AR & & § geuy #7 qmanars It
T I AT ws i § A ifgw 1w Frw § ferat Taw
FTAACEHAT Y 7 it IR W 3T G A RO AT A GE R | F A FAT
FRIT BT I gy qATST & FLAT AY | T AT IAE Ty M dlad ;
AR TR TMIQTAT | WG A &Y Gl g & g gt 7 oy Ay & qg=nd Hw
ot et ot | Tor F @, 9 NG A N S Feawrd @i 4 |
AT AT & AR 1 G AT T A FIR T Afeaedt g8 A Y g2 7 a9y
AR T mifvreafi ar€ aTrenns oo ? THq @ieed 97 Wiavy B far var 158
ATEAT FY FSYAAT a9 F G T2 |

FvraT ¥ fawre & arg AR 7 QAT S ST A | SiaT § qEEar
FY TR ATV T | T FFATS GG A g g e WY ag ) g ot
27 qffeafaat @ 9 e 78T €T | T87 & QWi &) FeF Hew 7 Wy #Awa
TST | WIS S A TV B A T AT, AT F ATy HIA, T H e
g SRTE Fgt fREE AT S | S ‘qE S A v faaet a0 9w 1 AgH
frey | o oo AEEl @ WIS dad Seat & fad af Gea g @ )
AT A & Gfaa g1 9T & | SouRiiedT ag I & | A 6T 5T ear
fem g g T @ fag W A al e & fod T8 gow 97
wfeag € | S AR Forra & o 1WA &Y @ o @T & | T agdy ST
W1 TR e 1 gafad & & (A0 FE e, w1 0, BE wpiaaras
T AT FATST § GATS TS &1 AW § | S ary, eafal, et % g



EQC]

SN S

¥ fau oo e & g9 feaR A, AT #7 gF gaal ® @39 H3A B (9,
SEFT QA FE FT FEAT A IqF TFHE @ & o, a8 www e g S
agd zATEAE g |

SE M TWIg —9 I & N1 F THqT § Sfia gt g fo6 Sr=ier 71
i fria AT T EEIST F FII TAT T FROT A F HAF AT A g
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£ <7g SEdr g At | e fam TF ST FIT N & | 9fq gaam afedt & Fiet
ﬁﬁf@m%wﬁrz‘rmﬁaﬁm\ﬁw%—

‘gar A1 Al g ga ard,
ST AT an F3I,

|31 A1 T A T ER,
gz A1 wAfag g 1

S @< AT |

e NG FTZAIG-AG T 5 AT CEAHE (WTER) Ia7= g,
s, A fag I, g fog, wewafag Tuman, geawateag a3,
Frafag i #1 T8 ATAT FRICA ST FT W FAF FSAGAT FT WA FTAT
qer | G € ast FfoaTE fY AT FY G ST GF AT | IR TG Ta] fAER
qed | AR g% Afgemal & @ § o 8§ 39 feafeemee Y Y ERi |
agﬁa%%“a’ﬁﬁ?ﬁ'{ £ FI AR 5 aeadr A Afwn §F iy,
strereere, e, FROWYY, TRy, AR, AFQER, WA, DEA, AW,
g, faam a1 X FFaagT HIATH F AT 1 EIG FIAATE | = Mt
T4 Qe IE T R e 7 aeT far & frg T & d ST § 17 AT -

w7 74
At F1 gAT 7 &1 Gehr Fxar & T fomamar a1 g ET |

qorma % fafvwe faeit # i s FAE MR | TR A F v
§7 gz WY WE g ag |arg | WA # THEETAT F I AT S
ITTHS F TFA I T g F §9 & Seg A 8 Zq a9t HfoR &
faag & = faerna gu T faed %“a@m&ﬂﬁﬁﬁwﬁamélgﬁ
99 TF g NT T G Be The fire fire forelt 7 Pt ot 9@ 89 &1 AT R
A FT T AS A HIAT GIAE TATS | @IFRK A A A ar F fafis



ys

ST & Q07 T 7 77 FRar &1 53 Hi5ArS F1 eqry frard 3¢ UE W 0%
TR 7 ot forar & 1 1t is true that a great many of the songs
are the possession of the people as aw hole; no body knows
when they were composed, they are repeated again and
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qatar &1 qrae quied ¥ fFar &, UHGeE Haar o fmream
TEFT g G w9 | a@r s J R S R w1 6y e v
fort a Sify fasia 7 Hig A4 AT | SR IR w1 Sfrae o faar o
T <o farg Ay | Pt o S oY e @ % ifaes fag S
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faddr——framg ¥ HaET AT F WA @Eafual qar asd A oS
mifat (o) & S § 978 s’ wr ot & 1 gred s A fade
a1 S g, dEd avd g g |
w gereR 3fag -
(2) s A 9 qE q1, AT F1S @w &,
FaT A 97 SATAT &N, Sy swfeat 7y & |
(To R¢5) (R)  “®¥ § F5S e WAL <1, A9 § WIET 93 AL AT,
WSt § audy ALY § AL, A Fary qGr 17

T ATGAT—F TLHT F1 7T TSH TAT ATH H1 TF TIE 9T q7 T
ATH BT A FAT LA Iq GHT AT § MR gU A A7 I AGT B @
ARG Fad & | Sargeer fay —

‘gt AT FT Wiy A% AT gATS |
@g a& oY @ig, 9 dor I 1"

fais & M —as # =T 71 g frqeT FETSAE @91 g3
TEF AT § | TF FEER G XM AW FIA a1 qg F W G I8
F Ay qraTer Al 1A SR A ®T 7 I@ @ q¥ AT L AGAT FY
ai vareft S frars A S 1 ST NGl B S A F7 F1HA HEATHT § R
w4 & faer Ma ¥y g ¥ wfafga frarsar & 1 Ssmgrer *fag:—

(3—fa—¥e) “PAAT TA I T PIAA WG FIF Fal A,
qrae A 7 a9 F FIF G941 & LT § A1,
At P T I FAT, AT GAET 7 qeedq 17

R i @ & N —aa" T F Gy a9y Wy A F i g qevg |
FNF 37 a0l FIRTT T F dT TG & A w7 gy Fie § A9 g1 4gqT
AT I 18 fAFTaaT & | Y O g1 JraT 2 5= M|t 7 a7 7 @< Agh
ag Ma T FZAH D ARGHRY TG |

ol @ A 7 Far & —
“Qur sweatest songs are those
That tell of saddest thought.”

N NI GH AW FAIA AT 3 T8 TAR AT 7 T4 A g Al gy
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AR §Ug § AfrFax fERIR 9 Ma GFfad § | aEE qUEE A
o7 fredt & Mat & ford s e P 2 ar 99 dgiox fAa ar gaq &1 |
A T H NG FA A | GIEFR FT TG0 FT A ST g 9%
w ot & a3 @ & fer v s g €1

I —FUGHTL T Fe20 FaeT ST &1 2 6 98 II6F &7 &= 39 A
ATHET FAT IRATE | T WS NGl 37 Fra-fafad a| & a=m & fad
IR W qrehi F EHE T T |

et mfeer # I7—=7 F9g g HugHR 7 G wEy F
TeHt B I F Frli wUE 1 WrEATRE F4 X I9FR A & 9g g 9w
# it efgr Y, ey wran wfeei %, o agwew 3R faSw semee
F A 73 & fr oA ey arewi & o @ o1 a1 W TE F A Y| HuR-
FIRE ¢ FL IHT AZeA SIBTHTH & FT & | 2 6T § IR Aeqwa AR
TTBHT FT IFX e il § 9T vt a1 et 7T fa@mEr & qur wmw
Tt aX feafert %% Mt #1 gHee & R ) aiE e F oem
drgd ad fafea & & for wrem avawm Sy geg § oSt AT & fod o
SR | 9% @A @R | I agi # ggradt A4t g e fid g
3 | TGN A a9 @Y, GAAT A HATIEr, ATadr HERAT Rt e
fomt & i q mwfoa frar g & fa § 9f@ 1 IR 3% @ 97y o
L& & a9 & (a9 98 #1 ®F FHT JyA F47 @A

e e g gr—p—
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si=r BN 2 | g AR ATIE T AT FIT Y TSAT F AT /A F 0
ST AT & Srar qAar g T ¥ 9w der v § o S A a9E Al
g’iltf{,m'r‘rmzﬁr&ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁmmaﬁmﬁ%mﬁﬁmm‘fmm
Fid FTIEIF THEET § Sath g aud § fad 5 S8 qed 1@

T FogeT ¥ T T S AT AT & @Y i w1 -t
<@ FT IR gAY g T fafy & ofef=a @ 71 Irar STEER a1 F a6t
2 | il ag aredr afefeaf Ht TS gfafd FTF F1 ACTHR 795 T@
<@ 2, X SR A QAT A% ARTFR A 9 TG e i o ag
a9 5 T F7F g¢ W, €9 FG FAA gC A TARAT FT FAT AT T F@A
IEFT FTT al FaT AAF F QI A T TIET F] Hefled & ¥ TG
FTEAT L | AYF AT T TRI—IGH T G F FIO TF @ & A€ AT
A Mt FET a FY & A § TG I 3fee AR A F FA9 T AR
R 77 F forear o &t & T & | T AR A A 7 ¥,
TEY 95T F wT F 904 FIATIAR FA L AT Nad q@F a1 D
rw—a‘rﬁﬁwﬁ@aﬂammm%lgrmﬁzsﬂaﬁ—mwﬁm
2 fF T R F 9T BT ST I8 TR AT TEIAAT F FTI A FL TG TA
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F AT G qTT T BT A FE@T &1 O Ay ferar v @

“Men, even when alone, lighten their 19bors
by song, however rude.”—Quintilian

“Glorry cares will be lightened by songs.””—Horace.

TLEHT # U FT & A7 ZAT A ST — I W qeCM AT Afgg—
St A # favg gaT g At %mﬁmawqmﬁ@mg:qm‘r
g AR Tl § —

A g—(2s3)

"ﬁw&mméﬁ«@?@aﬁ,%qﬁ@g@gmg?
A3 T G § ®F T957 & S oy

faorer S o & = St o e 2

T T FW T 939 & @axi |

ot 1 st oy ke fa ! o e SCIRE L E S
wifean, Jawr e, SaF T A | T ge & fawg § Sy g &
foar 2

‘Singing is sweet, but be sure of this,

Lips only sing, when they cannot kiss."”

—Sunday up the River.

A —f § areeEt 3 ®7 F woigey YT JTT & IR
AT TG T TG G A FETH, BN AT T w7 F 7w T )
T ST @ o e g 81 9w @ ww F e @ g
# fraet a1 WO @ 2

| ¥ oF fia Fww &1 W. G. Archer  zry T & =g 7
Record fFuge =v #14fam, Gﬁmmg”rmffmw%, i
AT 1 TATGAT & |

“June is the month of parting friend
The sky glowers with gloom
Leaping and reeling the god rains
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And my sweet budding breasts are wet
All my friends sleep with their husbands
But my own husband is a cloud in another land.”

as _~

moasfeTm T I @ 7
T A Fa ATAH L ] | TTH G W AT AT D AET FTTFE F I 3G

gerd g1 Ad § | ¥ ETT & o F AR GG & | 9 A W A
ST 747 &7 ) gR—=sd W} & A § | AT @ woe’ g 6 g
ZIRT AA WTE TFE FXE AT ¢ TH T PI—F—F AT H] Fg 77 H
AT FC AT At g | AT QY hgT T
“He who sings scares away his woes."”
—Cervantes Don Quite Pt. (1) Ch. 22

T GHT MAT I ATH! IGT GTAIT AR FAA TS | 71q 79 =
dog # T3 wA@ fagqae § #f afefaa @ !

TSI AT FY HTIT AT GATE & | Y HIAY T AR AT FT AT
&) <qdr | feqat T A9 gRTE | W IR g frdl depd & el
=G qg § IoATW Gl FT AT | AR A AV FG FLA Tl I AT I
STy & Jgt 93 gagr Al gaEr A i Y A fafa smeed A g | #%
TR A qgd A § (2 A A v § Fy qver § oqr 7 frera &
FRO qg Faw W7 AR F ¥ § wASrT F1 fawa & 999 § 159
Brert-g Fhrae 0T | T AT F Ay Sy @ o+t e v A g
g & '

My &1 AT THT—aT T8 % Na ¢ & fafi e & @
F FOT GugFR A (ol &1 FY giwfaw Awewr w2 foar g1 o g
SATRIET 1 Yo HL 9 AT 30 q19 & Ak § (6 ag Na agt R afus s=fad
g1 3@ a8 wAF gaX wWEl @O 9T Qg | A e w
A 7 Ry F qivg §? aliecer @R g | S8 e SR A gs At
F IAEN & TG TFR AR A g |

T—-AATII, F-—ARAAT F-—HAIR, A—-ARI, T-—-FF] F—

RAfIRYT, T—TREER F——fmaqe s——sfeae | fa—feaese v
H—AT
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S frge et § ok i @ “fagE ® AT I I & @FR
T § | 7y frclt shafrat ey & g wwan u'gsrﬁmsm-agr Eicel
ot &Y AR | gar 92 ag 3 5 Afaw @ Afee OF weli &1 e S
3T I a® qewt F fd owEE A @ AR 39 aXEg el T AR WS
TITW o ?rargf T 9gd wF AT IsT ar 3 fggeadr wwar &
T 3@t Tar ar i Gar awe @I J6 w7 o6 vz fae a—fEdr |
T el W afyew o WAAAET B 94T T g1, TG A AT A 1R
A T §¢, afer wgi-Fal &t fa=ady wTar g4y a9 FTIE TS | A@T GEAT
ST T AIAY gy TEIR A —fa97 FTAEAA qG@T § 79 IHR FT JIGRAF
AT & 3 T FTE T et g AR A NAE T T qFA W& | UGF T9HT
g AT 7 fF gEiv wema wedl & AT B 91K FCATY JaT faar
&1 | I T & A fRg oo, Al St wi afe-fam
eI @7 Ag fag A fr wen ot aTaT @ fed SARERd |

IS T SEA-aTfEe g At OF 39w O kR @ forg smmg
SN TF AR FT AAR PRAr fag w A g@ AT & fAd ewfear awm
TE qY 9w &

— e et
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The songs that we hear with our ears is only
the song that is sung in our heart. Ovida.

g fre F1 qEATI FIT GU—IACAT FAd gU——IG N T g S
qEd e § o=

Mg g (I9R)
“grer Fafeat a1 T F ITEw HE IS AT |
TS o) ST F 91ad g A AT |
3% aret 2 fa= § araw @it qfeai &o |
it e qatEt Iy g S A |

>jaTR R@ @ W —I" F fa qE A feafa arma 7 | SN T F
TR § AE §W WA W F w9 A G ST | W AR &
% e a1 foad q Fd feer ge dEA Fg TEl T | S gy A
¥ zeF <@ B |

fra—Fae (3¥2)
“geg 9T wifed AfeAr”k
FUST FoT % 4 aifeg AT A,
éﬁiaﬁgfrﬁqﬁ%m&,
Qézlé@%mm%uﬁ&iwawa'{n”

gem & (je1)

“gady & gt FIF, e qar e, wtraar g FE
& o TG 2, g% v faedt A g 3 T E
gt et fret &, ghard Fa T W< Fel A fagsi
A a7 wEgal 3, FEE AR WA S agF 3

ST ST AT § —fag @ fa i Ak W fage, angear -
A T & A AT gE a1 sat whd | A FF gEI &l S g o &
T CHT H N7 AE wedrdr il 99 ana s THFT ¥ G FT 99T H Ml
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wa-fage & I § | Far Wt § —

The songs that we hear with our ears is only
the song that is sung in our heart, Ovida,

agFY faar ®1 @EET G gU-—A@T FIAd FU—AZ N T & Y
qga A g ——

T g (eR)
“grey fafsat a1 991 9 aawd w I3 oA o
Y AT S F AEA BgS W FMAT |
AR arwt 3 fa= § amEe anfeat qfear & |
afat @9 qrafEt S 9% 97 79 |

>R W & A —37 F far dar A feafs ave w0 o w3
arEaer § AE TA ST W H T H qCO G196 L | 39 HAww |
F o &1 forad o ad) e s SuR A 3 T e wed gy ey
¥ @1 WREARA FR|

fa—Ffo (¥Q)
“I=9 g difed Afear @
FUIT F=AT T 9T AifHg AR A,
qq, Fg & @ af 3 fawfe 4,
g d g g o fF ot a% vy agn”
g & (R93)
“Zaty 1 gt FLF, 7\ e frerwi, afraat aig #&
g1 a7 T ], w3 TS fqEE o T 3w F
et A1 <t §, TRA A AT SR FE A gt
& qF TFAAT ], AF@ AWE @9 g3 AF I |

g s fagw § —fagm & Tiat |7 gfas e fagaa, sagaa -
A TR E EOAE B g q1afa ARd § o S g gr ot § e &
TG GETE W1 TG wedr dl AT I9 GHa Afdd THi A A9 1 o791 1 At
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Wt 1 397 NaF-afei @ ogf 32 o aea & #4338 e faamar &, gt
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AT ST 7 AFA-AIEA T AT TF gaF 1 Fgaq A @ I
GO ug grzd o AR e ad @t 3 A3 kA e

Gt 9 9 g
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.-~ SHRISANT RAM

P. THIRUVENGADAM
At the remote Village of Purani Basi in Hoshiarpur District, East

Punjab, lives Sunt Ram in his late sixtics, exiled trom the scene of l}is
glorious achievements in Lahore. His has been indeed, a dedicated life.

He waged a major war against the caste system, all on his own, dnd he
succeeded in giving the old demon a bad shake. It is no discredit to
him that he attempted the impossible and that the demons is still very
much alive and kicking. 1f the great Buddha failed to destroy caste,
where is the chance for another to succeed 7 But to Sant Ram belongs

the credit of repeating the performance of Buddha in recent history.
His life deserve close study by very rationalist.

Sant Ram was born in 1886, the son of a merchant who traded
with Central Asia. At the age of twenty, while he was studying‘in the
Government College at Lahore, he tested the bitterness of caste. When
his Brahmin fellow students learnt that Sant Ram was born in the

artisan caste of sudras, the lowest of the four castes, they objected to

interdine with him in the college hostel. The principal was on the side

of orthodoxy. But Sant Ramy insisted on the inherent right of every
member of the hoste] to participate in the common mess. By sheer
persistence, Sant Ram carried the day, but his young heart turned sour
at the inhumanity of caste : the iron entered into his soul,

He graduated in 1909, Starting life as a Journalist, he edited for a
short while two Hindi monthlies, the Usha and the Bharati. Later he
changed his professsion and served in several schools as teacher and
as headmaster. At the National Collc/:gc he was appointed as editor of
text-books. For many years he was the examiner of University papers.

KRISHI ASHRAM

In 1918 he established a farm the Krishi Ashram, at Patti, in

‘Lahore District. He allowed the farm hands including the untouchables

and Muslims to freely intermingle with the higher caste Hindus.
He "used bone meal to manure his fields. Since the bones might
belong to dead. cows which were held sacred, orthodox Hindus threa-
tened Sant Ram and brought pressure on his family to force him
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to give up the usc of hone meal. Sant Ram did not budge. He
again came into conflict with orthodoxy over the engagement of a
Muslim woman as the cook at the farm. This displeased the Sikh
Peasants who threatened to  bovcott him. But they had not the
strength to carry out their threat. Sant Ram was actually boycotted
by the villagers when he took interest in the son of a shoemaker who
belonged to the untouchable caste. He not only educated the shoe-
maker’s boy but he took food with him and allowed him to draw
water from the well. This aroused the anger not only of the Hindus
but cven of the Muslims. Muslim servants left his service for they
could not take food served by one who was polluted by the shoemaker.
Sant Ram was then a member of the Arva Samaj, the movement inten-
ded to revive faith in the Vedas. A number. of Arva Samajists

brought charees against him for not helieving in the Hindu scriptures
and in the principle of Varna Ashrama which underlav the caste system.
e was impeached in  the Samaj Mandir. Sant Ram turned the

tables on his accusers bv asking them if thev believed in all the

scriptures inclnding the Kok Shastra. the art of Hindu erotics.

Gargi. the onlv danghter of Sant Ram. is a  eraduate. She
started school at T.ahore for Scanvenger girls in her father’s house

as no one else wonld lease out accommodation for fear of pollution by

the untouchables.
her kitchen and encouvraged them te cook her food and

She educated the untonchable eirls. allowed them

free access to

to eat with her.

TEE MANDAT,

Gant Ram’s ereatest achivement was the starting of the TATPAT
TORAR MANDAT, the anti caste association, at Lahore in 1972
Gant Ram was the sole archirect and tha chief exerntive of the Mandal.
He wase its life and its <oul. The declared aim of the assnciation was to
aholich cnete. Tont and hranch. Tt functinped as a revalutionarv orga-
nisation. Tt waered war against the michty hordes of Hindu orthodoxy.
Tt had tn cwim acainst the cnrrent of the warchin of the Vedas that
wac cweenino the comntry  in the wale of the Nationalict mnv._smpr;,t

arminet farsiar nolitical daminatian. Penple were suhtected” tn the

pronaaanda thot cin-e the fareion ,B'iﬁSh rile was an evil Levervthine
foreion was evil. Contrarilv. everything Indian wis consideréd good
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including the superstitions of Hinduism of which caste was the out-
standing feature. The Mandal counteracted this fallacy by exposing
the inherent evils of the indigenous caste system.

The membership of the Mandal was open to every Hindu of not
less than 18 years of age in the case of men and 16 years in the case
of women. Every member was pledged to break caste ir his or her
marriage (if he or she remained unmarried on the date of enrolment)
and to marry his or her sons and daughters out of his or her caste.

In the beginning Sant Ram and his Mandal were ignored and
scoffed’ at by the orthodox.

But when the movement progressed and
attracted the youth,

the scoffers were amazed and finally they got into

a terrific fright and moved heaven and earth to pull down the Mandal
and destroy its founder,

Sant Ram requested Bhai Parmanad to be the first President of
the Mandal, By marrying his daughter out of caste Parmanand passed
off as an ardent reformer. But later it was discovered that he has really
orthodox and owed alligiance to the Hindu Sabha. He even went to

the extent of using his personal influence over Sant Ram to attempt
to change the rcvolutionary name of the JatPat Torak Mandal to

and reactionary name of Hindu Samya Vad
ionaire came forward with the tempting offer
ousand rupees to the Mandal if Sant Ram would

with its revolutiona

Mrs. Rameshwar; N
the Mandal. It h

chru once adorned the presidential chair of

appened at that time in Hyderabad, Daccan, that the
untouchables were driven to

! C embrace Tslam due to ill-treatment by the
Hindus. .Commentmg upon' this Sant Ram expressed the view that
the growing antagonism of the Muslims and the demand for the parti-

the inevitahle results of the Hindus caste system.
hat opinion. Sant Ram was

ers and accused of being in the pay
of the Nizam. hru issued a statement defending
on was the out pouring of a heart
g in Hindu society.

Sant Ram and declaring that his opin;
heavy with the misery of the underdo
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WITH AMBEDKAR

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the leader of the millions of untouchables,
is Sant Ram’s personal friend. In 1936 Ambedkar was elected Presi-
dent of the Mandal. But the Hindus of Lahore, including several
members of the Mandal opposcd the election of an untouchable to
preside over a Hindu body and threatened to meet the President-elect
with a black flag demonstration. Sant Ram did not like to submit his
illustrious friend to the dishonour and annoyance of such an ugly
demonstration. So Ambedkar did not personally preside at the con-
ference but his address was read at the conference and printed and

published as a pamphlet.
WITH GANDHI

Sant Ram met Mahatma Gandhi and argued with him about
caste. Although in later vears he was forced to change his views, there
was a time when Gandhi believed in and advocated the caste system
with great vehemence. Gandhi declared the four fold divisions of
Hindu societv to be fundamental. natural and essential and asserted that
the caste svstem was the best possible means of attaining social stability
since everv body under that svstem inherited the profession of his father
thus avoiding the cut-throat competition which was the bane of life
under other svstems. Sant Ram went on a deputation of the Jat Pat
Torak Mandal and interviewed Gandhi at Lahore and had a heated
discussion. The following notes. preserved of his questions, are inter-

esting:—

«Mahatmaji—It mav be a good thine for a Brahman a Kshatriva
or a Vaisva boy to inherit the profession of his father, but how can it be

in the interest of a scavenger hov to “continue to remove night-soil and
clean Jatrines simolv because his forefathers had to do the dirty job ?

—— —

Mahatmaiji vou are a Bania bv caste.  Your hereditarv profession is
to sell salt. ril and flour. Why don’t van oo and earn vour living by

vending erocery instead of getting into politics ?”

These aueries scemed to have induced onlv the loud Jaughter of
th~ Miharma in which his wife Kasturji Bai and’ Seth Jamna Lal Bajaj
joined. T
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WITH LAJPAT RAI

In defending the cause of the untouchables and the touchable
Sudras, Sant Ram had to cross swords with the Lion of the Punjab,
Lala Lajpat Rai. Lajpat Rai who was the leader of the Arya Samajists
was so taken up with the revival of the Vedic rcligion that he igroned
the problem, of caste and was annoyed that Sant Ram raked up the
question of equality of the submerged untouchables and sudra castes.

To support the cause of the Mandal, Sant Rom started two
monthlies, the Kranti and the Yugantir in Hindi. They had a wide
circulation and they carried the message of the Mandal to all nooks and
corners of Northern India. In 1933 Sant Ram was arrcsted by the
Punjab Government for having written and published in the Kranti
a poem in Urdu entitled “O TYRANT RULER YOU WILL PERISH
SOON.” When the Government found out that the Ruler in the
Poem referred to the caste system which was personified as the tyrant
and had no political reference, the charge was withdrawn. Under

the auspices of the Mandal, Sant Ram conducted innumerable inter-
caste marriages without the intervention of any priests or the per-

formance of religious ceremonies and rituals. On Sant Ram’s represen-
tations, the Government permitted people not to declare their castes in
the census returns of 1941. Ahout seven to cight lakhs of peoplé availed
themselves of this privilege in Punjab and did not declare that they
belonged to any particular caste.
WITH JINNAH

To solve the problem of Hindu-Muslim Unity Sant Ram attempted
many devices. His Krishi Ashram at Patti and the Muslims who- were
made to work together for the achievement of common purposes. His
interview with Jinnah was remarkable. He discussed with the Muslim
leader the problem of bringing the Hindus and the Muslims into one

fold. .
“There are Muslims in China. There are Muslims like Lord Madey
in England”. Sant Ram asked Jinnah, “but they do not claim Arabic

as their mother-tongue in preference to the English language nor do
they claim Mohammad Gazni and Rustum os their heroes in preference
to Cromwell and Nelson. They do not assert that their culture,: their
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history and their social and political interests are different from those
of Christian Englishmen. How is it that in India the moment a person
embraces Islam he begins to repudiate his mother-tongue and claims
that his language is Urduy, that he repudiates the tradition of Rama

and Krishna and asserts that his heroes are Rustum and Haroon and
that his culture, his history and his social and political interests are
said to be distinct and separate from those of the Hindus.”

Mr, Jinnah’s reply was characteristic : “The reason is that in
England they do not socially boycott a convert to Islam, the Muslim

English man is not treated as an untouchable. In India ever since we
embraced Islam we have been made the victims of a cruel social boycott
by the Hindus. That is why our language, our culture and our history
have become scparate from those of the Hindus. Shivaji and Pratap,
heroes of the Hindus, are our enemies, while Aurangazeb who is our

hero is the enemy of the Hindus. In the decfeat of the Hindus lies
our victory and in our victory their defeat. By their social boycott of

us, their politics, their social and cconomic interests have become
separate from ours.” Who can deny there was truth in Jinnah’s
dedlaration ?  Was it not that truth that flared up at the partition of
India and caused the mass murders and the uprooting of millions of
fam#ties ?

THE END OF THE MANDAL

Among the several calamities that accompanied th partition of
India, onc of the worst was that it sounded the death Knell of the Jat-
Pat Torak Mandal. Lahore became forcign territory for all Hindus
however Liberal their views might be and they had to leave it poste-
haste at the peril of their lives. Sant Ram had to abandon his beloved
mandal with all its properties worth many lakhs at Lahore which was
included in Pakistan and he emigrated to East Punjab in Inida with
a heavy heart and an empty purse. He took refuge in his grand-
father’s house at Purani Basi where he now lives with his wife. His
Journals the Kranti and the Yugantir which carried on the crusade
against caste system, came to a sudden end. Every avenue for carrying
on his mission was closed to Sant Ram and he had to reconcile himself
to comparative inactivity in the evening of his eventful life,
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He has written and translated as many as fifty books in Hindi
and contributed hundreds of articles to various periodicals. He has
published Pamphlets in Hindi and in Urdu decrying the caste system.
His magnum opus, written in simple and elegant Hindi, is entitled
Hamara Samaj. In it he speaks from, his heart about the evil of caste.
It has 20 chapters and 214 pages and is priced Rs. 6.00. A Telugu

translation of this work has already been published. Attempts are
being made to bring out a Tamil edition.

DOMESTIC HAPPINESS

Having lost his first wife Sant Ramymarried {n 1929 Sundar Bai_Pro-"

a Maharashtrian virgin widow. This marriage was notable for three
reason. It was a wido

vincial marriage, Th

othan

W-Marriage and inter-caste marriage and an interpro-
¢ marriage proved a success. The couple are devoted to

cach other. At his village home in Purani Basi, Sant Ram takes a
daily walk with his wife in the evenings. During his walks he
carries a long stout €ane in his hand. He has developed cataract,
espondence with his former colleagues who
parts of India. His wife is well-versed in
in his literary work She looks more like
harashtrian or a Punjabi. We wish San
I enjoyment of their well earned rest.

but he is carrying on corr
have dispersed to different
Hindi and is assistang him
a South Indian thap 2 Ma
Ram and his wife peacefu
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