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‘It is built of a ferruginous coloured stone, probably the iron-
clay, carly in the fourteenth century by Raja Narsinha Dev,
the successor of Langora Narasinha Dev, who completed
the black pagoda. The Hindus, being ignorant how to
turn an arch, substituted in lieu of it the method, often
adverted to above, of laying horizontal tires of stopes on the
pires, the one projecting slightly beyond the other in ihe manner
of inverted stairs, until they approach near enough at top to sus-
tain a keystone or crossbeam, a feature so remarkablz in Hindu
Architecture that it seems strange it should not have been hitherto
particularly noticed in any description of the antiquities of
the country. The bridge has eighteen nalas or Passages for the
water, each roofed in the way described. Its total length is 290



feet, and the height of the central passage eighteen feet and its
breadth fourteen feet; of the smallest ones, at each extremity,
thirteen and seven respectively, and the thickness of the piers,
which have been judiciously rounded on the side opposed to the
current, eight and six feet ; the height of the parapet, which is a
modern addition, is six feet.” (Asiatic Researches, Vol. XV
1824).
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llurgy seems more striking, to the reason as well as the imagina-
tion, than this fact that from the remote time when Hengist
was ruling Kent and Cerdic landing to plunder our barbarous
ancesters in Sussex, down to that of our third Henry, while all
Europe was in the worst darkness, and confusion of the Middle
Ages—when the largest and best forging producible in Christen-
dom was an axe or a sword blade—these ancient peoples of India,
the forerunners of those now so enfeebled and degraded, possessed
a great jron manufacture, whose products Europe even half a
century ago could not have equalled.’
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