an eternal birth

in human time
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In France at the age of six, about 1884
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In France at the age of seven, about 1886
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“Since the beginning of the earth, wherever and when-
ever there was the possibility of manifesting a ray of the

Consciousness I was there.”
The Mother
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In France, about 1886

The Mother with her brother Matteo Alfassa who later
became Governor of French Congo and French Sudan.
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In France at the age of twelve, about 1890

“Her springing childlike thoughts were richly turned
Into luminous patterns of her soul’s deep truth”
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In France, about 1896

“A spirit of its celestial source aware
Descended into earth’s imperfect mould

And wept not fallen to mortality,

But looked on all with large and tranquil eyes.”
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Study of occultism in Algeria, about 1904

Viewed in the true light, occultism is dynamic spirituality....
It is an indispensable instrument for those who endeavour to
manifest the Divine in a concrete form.







In Tokyo in a studio, about 1917
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In Tokyo, about 1916
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In the suburbs of Tokyo, with the dogs Goro
and Puchi, about 1918

“...to her spirit’s large and free delight

She joined the ardent-hued magnificent lives
Of animal and bird and flower and tree.
They answered to her with the simple heart.”




10

FEIF A T gt ge A

In Kyoto with Madame Nobuko Kobayashi,
about 1917

“It is through Beauty that the Divine manifests in the
physical...”
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In Japan, about 1918

“Life must blossom like a flower offering itself to the
Divine.”
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In Kyoto with Madame Nobuko Kobayashi,
about 1917

“It is through Beauty that the Divine manifests in the
physical...”




%% gH AiMwT qeElgd X @ avg Qe amwaw faew §
S GEoW o Agl At |
In Japan, about 1918

“Life must blossom like a flower offering itself to the
Divine.”
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Sri Aurobindo in 1920 Sri Aurobindo in 1950
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“...His presence is enough to prove that a day will come
when darkness shall be transformed into light, when Thy
reign shall be indeed established upon earth.”

The Mother
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Sketches by the Mother:
(1) Self-portrait (2) Sri Aurobindo
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Darshan day, April 1950
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“Without him, I exist not;
Without me, he is unmanifest.”

The Mother s
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Balcony Darshan in the Nineteen-fifties
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“The Mother comes in order to bring down the
Supramental and it is the descent which makes
her full manifestation here possible.”

Sri Aurobindo
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Opening of the Swadeshi Cotton Mills, 1956
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With Dr. Rajendra Prasad, First President of India, 1955
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The Mother taking a class

Opening the Sri Aurobindo International Centre
of Education, 1952

A story-day in the Mother’s class for children
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The Mother at the Ashram Hand-made
Paper Factory

At the Ashram Library

At the Ashram Power House
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“Life then we must accept in our Yoga
in order utterly to transmute it...”
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The Mother in Ashram Sports Grounds
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“A divine life in a divine body is the formula of the ideal

that we envisage.”
Sri Aurobindo
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The Mother on
Lakshmi Puja day,
1954
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“I am French by birth and early education, I am Indian
by choice and predilection.... My only aim in life is to
give a concrete form to Sri Aurobindo’s great teaching
and in his teaching he reveals that all the nations are
essentially one and meant to express the Divine Unity
upon earth through an organised and harmonious diver-
sity.”

The Mother
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“This body is Thy instrument; this will is Thy servant;
this intelligence is Thy tool; and the whole is only Thyself.”

The Mother
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“Love in her was wider than the universe,
The whole world could take refuge in her single heart.”
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Descend upon earth O Supreme Beauty !

“My prayer rushed up towards Thee; and... Thou didst
appear and Thou saidst to me: “Lose not courage, be
firm, be confident, — I COME.”
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Meditation around the Samadhi
at the Ashram

“...We bow down and implore that we
may never forget, even for a moment,
all we owe to THEE.”
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“Descend, O Happiness, with thy moon-gold feet,
Enrich earth’s floors upon whose sleep we lie.”
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