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Reason for New Abhinandan Granth

An Abhinandan Granth to Shri Jagjivan Ram was 'fo
be presented by the President of India, late Shri Fakhruddin
Ali Ahmed on January 20, 1977 at a function in Patna to
mark the completion of Four Decades of his Parliamentary
career. On January 12, 1977, Private Secretary to the Presi-
dent informed me that due to Shri Ahmed’s indisposition,
he would not be able to undertake the journey. He also
suggested postponement of the function. Subsequently, I met
the President on January 14. He informed me that the
doctor had advised him not to go out of Delhi for a fort-
night or so. The President also disagreed with my sugges-
tion to hold the function on January 3. He wanted the
function to be held sometime in the first week of March and
promised to preside over the presentation ceremony at Patna,
even if it coincided with the elections.

On the night of January 17, 1977, the Prime Ministgr
dissolved the Lok Sabha and declared elections sometime 10
March. Once again, I met the President on January 21 and
suggested to him to fix the date in the first week of March,
1977. He took the plea that it would not be advisab]e. to
hold any function in the midst of the election compaign.
This gave me a hunch that postponement by the President
might be on account of some political reasons and external
pressure. Thereafter, the political situation began to change
with lightening speed.
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Lift Emergency Demand :

It would be pertinent to give a short description of the
happenings after January 25. It is also necessary to give
some background of what happened on February 2. After
the promulgation of Emergency on June 26, 1975, some of
us—Congress M. Ps—and other senior Congressmen Were
feeling suffocated. Prime Minister’s style of functioning
became dictatorial. She used to decide all important
matters by herself without even consulting her cabinet
colleagues. She would only inform them about the decisions
taken. Meetings of the Parliamentary Party were insipid
and meaningless where the Party was asked to affix its rubber
stamp on the decisions communicated to it. Mostly, the
decisions were taken on ad hoc basis by the Prime Minister
herself and her coterie. We, Congressmen, who had been
nurtured in Gandhian tradition, felt deeply disturbed.
Dissenting voice apart, Members were not €even expected to
express their opinion at Congress sessions or Congress MPs
meetings. My resolution at the Chandigarh Congress Ses-
sion in January 1977 for lifting Emergency and holding early
elections was disallowed and I was not even permitted to
speak on the subject. On several occasions, I talked about
these matters with Shri Jagjivan Ram, who himself expressed
his unhappiness over the trend of events. He always advised
patience and restraint and suggested to wait for a proper
opportunity to take any suitable action in the matter.

After the dissolution of Parliament, the Emergency was
relaxed and consequently press censorship was partially
lifted. From January 25, myself, Shri H. N. Bahuguna and
Smt. Nandini Satpathy had discussions with Shri Jagjivan
Ram about the steps to be taken to restore normalcy in the
political life so that there could be free and fair elections.
We all agreed that in the interest of free and fair elections
it is necessary to completely withdraw emergency, suspend
DIR Acts and Rules, restore press freedom and release all
political prisoners. This thinking of ours was to be placed
before the Prime Miniter. Shri Jagjivan Ram asked the
Prime Minister’s Secretariat for fixing an interview with her.
He was told that she was indisposed and would send for
him as soon as she recovered.
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Suggestion Rejected :

On February 1, an emissary of the Prime Minister came:
to Shri Jagjivan Ram asking him for launching the election
Campaign. Shri Jagjivan Ram told the emissary that he
Wwanted to have a talk with the Prime Minister before launch-
Ing any election campaign. On that very day, time for
interview with the Prime Minister was fixed for 1645 hrs.
Shri Jagjivan Ram went to the Prime Minister at the
appointed time. In this meeting, he pressed the above
points, namely : complete withdrawal of Emergency, suspen-
sion of DIR Acts and Rules, total removal of curbs on press
and release of all political prisoners. Her reply was that
sufficient concessions had already been given and it would
not be in the interest of the country to further relax emer-
gency and freedom of press. Despite pleading by Shri
Jagjivan Ram, the Prime Minister could not agree to his
proposals. About the political prisoners she told him that
orders had already been issued to the State Governments.
She would remind the State Governments to take immediate-
Steps in the matter. Shri Jagjivan Ram told her that nobody
would believe that Prime Minister’s orders about the release
of political prisoners could not be carried out. He frankly
told her that if she could not agree to his request ; the
Opposition parties would feel that elections were not free
and fair and that they had to fight with this handicap.
This would give a bad name to the Government and the
Party,

Painful Decision :

ShriJagjivan Ram returned to his residence just after
seven to ten minutes. He had to take the most momentous
decision of his ljfe whether to remain in the Congress or
come out. Tt was 5 P.M. I was sitting by his side. Tears
began to roll from his eyes when he mentioned his 46 years
of association with the Congress and the idea of dissociation
touched his heart. T told him that my association with the-
Congress was also of more than 56 years but in the interest
of the country one has to take even a painful decision ; just
as a diseased and infection-ridden incurable limb had to be:
amputed to save life. Similarly, we have to take the decision.
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in the interest of democracy and the country. Other friends
were called and the decision was made final. It was
.decided to resign from the Congress. Since Shri Jagjivan
Ram was a Member of the Cabinet, he had to resign
from the Government too. After the final decision was
taken, letters of resignations and a press statement
‘were drafted, got typed and cyclostyled late in the
night of February 1, 1977. On February 2, 1977 at 10.30
AM the letter of resignation was sent to the Prime Minister
.and Congress President, both of whom were in the meeting
of the Central Election Committee called for flnalising the
list of Congress candidates for the Lok Sabha elections. On
receipt of the letter of Shri Jagjivan Ram, I was told that
a sense of numbness and shock prevailed at the meeting.
Meanwhile, Shri Jagjivan Ram went to the President of
India and handed over to him a copy of his resignation letter
with the explanatory note about the reason of his resignation.
At 11.30 hrs. he made a statement to the press giving the
reasons of his resignation and asking the people to support
the new organization formed by him called the Congress for
Democracy. People were surprised how the entire plan
was kept secret and even the special Branch officials of CID
could not have an inkling of such a vital development.

Welcome by Admirers:

Shortly -after the announcement by Shri Jagjivan Ram,
stream of his supporters and admirers began to flood his
residence. The rush in the compound of his residence
during the day and till late in the night was tremendous.
He had to come out of his house several times at short
intervals to thank the people and address them. He exhor-
ted them to work for the defeat of the Congress and success
of the new party called the C.F.D. The news spread like
lightening in every nook and corner of the country. In
the press conference the following persons were present
who had taken the lead in resigning from the Congress and
forming the new Party :

1. Shri Jagjivan Ram.

2. Shri H.N. Bahuguna.

3. Shri D.N. Tiwary.
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Smt. Nandini Satpathy.
Shri K. R. Ganesh.
Shri Raj Mangal Pandey.

o v oa

The election campaign of the Congress was to be inau-
gurated by Shri Sanjay Gandhi on February 5 at the Ramlila
Grounds, New Delhi. But after the resignation of Shri
Jagjivan Ram and his friends and the formation of the new
Party, there was a wave of resentment and anger against
Sanjay Gandhi and his name was replaced by that of Smt.
Indira Gandhi for the inauguration of the election campaign.
At the meeting a crowd of about two lakhs had been collected.
Trucks and buses were requisitioned to bring people at the
Ramlila Grounds. But the crowd was disorderly and im--
patient to go back and the meeting ended in half an hour,
Smt. Gandhi became very much non-plussed.

On the following day, Ramlila Ground was again the-
venue of another meeting addressed by Shri Jayaprakash
Narayan and Shri Jagjivan Ram. More than a million people,
orderly and peaceful, listened to the leaders with rapt atten-
tion. The enthusiasm of the audience could be gauged from
the repeated applause. This was unprecedented attendance,.
despite the fact that the bus services were discontinued to,
discourage people from attending. But they came by foot and
any other mode of conveyance including bicycles. A foreigner
remarked that he had not seen elsewhere in the world such
a large and orderly audience. This had a great impact on
the electorate of the country particularly that of Delhi.

From Pessimism to Optimism :

It would not be out of place to mention that before
Shri Jagjivan Ram and his colleagues had quit the Congress,
the newly formed Janata Party Leaders were apprehensive
of their success in the elections. Some thought of even
boycotting the elections, if restrictions were not fully with-
drawn. Their workers were not touring the countryside
for fear of arrest. ShriJagjivan Ram’s resignation boosted
the morale of the people and the Janata leaders felt relieved.
While Janata leaders were apprehensive that they would
be able to win only few seats, Shri Jagjivan Ram was fully
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confident of getting a majority. I have reasons to believe
that even Morarjibhai was not sure of getting a majority.
Although the new Party, C.F.D., was not given its due in
selection of candidates ; Jagjivan Babu gave full support to
‘the Janata Party candidates without making distinction bet-
ween C.F.D. candidates and candidates of other constituents
.of the Janata Party. He undertook extensive election cam-
paign tours of the entire country, mostly by train and car,
.as planes were not available. All the C.F.D. candidates,
except one, were elected.

It is a fact that Janata Party leaders hardly visited any
constituency where C.F.D. members were contesting, while
Jagjivan Babu, without any reservation and distinction,
went to constituencies of candidates belonging to other
units of the Janata Party. Wherever he went, he drew
enormous admirers surpassing the crowds for any other
leader including the then Prime Minister.

Election of Leader :

After the elections, it was decided that the leader of the
Janata Party would be elected by consensus to be taken by
Shri Jayaprakash Narayan in Delhi. But this procedure
was not followed on account of certain unfair manoeuvrings
and manipulations which by now are so well known. I, there-
fore, need not dilate on them. It was obvious that an over-
whelming majority of Janata Members were in favour of
electing Shri Jagjivan Ram as their leader. Once the con-
sensus procedure was given a good-bye, ShriJayaprakash
Narayan and Shri J.B. Kripalani announced that Morariji
bhai would be the leader of the Janata Parliamentary Party
and the Prime Minister of India. Deviation from agreed
decisions taken after consulting leaders of Janata Party,
including that of C.F.D., regarding representation in the
Ministries left a bad taste. C.F.D. Group was not treated at
par with others.

The question of merger of C.F.D. with the Janata
Party was engaging the attention of both the Janata and the
CFD Members. All the units except the C.F.D. had agreed
to merge on May 1, 1977. When the meeting of CFD
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members was held, the majority opinion was against merg-
ing into Janata. However, the final decision was left to
the leader, Shri Jagjivan Ram, who was to take into account
exigencies of the situation and decide accordingly. Finally,
Jagjivan Babu declared on May 1, 1977 in the Convention
of the Janata Party that C.F.D. will completely merge with
the Janata Party and a formal decision of the C.F.D. will
be taken in the Convention to be held on May 5, 1977. On
May 5, 1977, the C.F.D. resolved to merge with the Janata
Party, with one or two dissenting voices. The President of
the Janata Party Shri Chandra Shekhar gave solemn assurance
to the delegates of C.F.D. assembled in Delhi, that equal
treatment would be meted out to the erstwhile C.F.D.
members. But the later happenings belied that assurance. It is
not a good foreboding for the future.

The part played by Shri Jagjivan Ram in defeating the
Congress and the removal of Smt. Indira Gandhi from the
political scene, is unique in the annals of history. Perhaps,
his was the greatest contribution in this cause. It isa
recent happening, the historians will judge and weigh the
vital role played by Shri Jagjivan Ram in the removal of

Congress rule and setting up of Janata Government at the
Centre.

It is high time now that the Abhinandan Granth on
Shri Jagjivan Ram be presented at an early date, possibly
in the second week of september. Members of the Four
Decades of Jagjivan Ram’s Parliamentary Career Celebra-
tion Committee desire that this may be presented by Shri
Jayaprakash Narayan or the President of India.

D. N. Tiwary
Chairman
Celebration Committee



Man of Dedicated Service

Dr. N. Sanjiva Reddy

In the rough and tumble of India’s politics to-day, it
is only rarely that we can come across a person who has
held high ministerial positions in the Government almost
continuously for a period of over three decades and yet
enjoys wide popular esteem, affection and admiration
amounting almost to adoration. In Babu Jagjiven Ram we
find such a rare and, if I may say so, unique person. Itis
only the other day that we had the opportunity to celebrate
his seventieth birthday and if the mammoth gathering and
public rally witnessed on that occasion is any indication, it
is a measure of the widespread popularity that he enjoys
among the different sections of our people.

Babuji, as he is affectionately called, like another great
leader Rajendra Prasad, who also hailed from Bihar, the
home State of Shri Jagjivan Ram, has not attained this
eminence and esteem by any freak of fortune. It is by sheer
hard work and dedicated service to the pecple, particularly
the poor and the down-trodden, for over forty long years
that he has come to enjoy this unique position in the country.

Born in a lower middle class Harijan family with no
affluence to support but undergoing all the indignities
suffered at the time by his community at the hands of the
caste-Hindus, Shri Jagjivan Ram had to wage a relentless
struggle against oppression and injustice, and as our Acting
President said the other day, his childhood and youth lay
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not on a bed of roses but among thorns. It must be said
to his credit and indeed it speaks volumes about his rare and
good quality that all these had not left any bitterness in his
mind but had only steeled him to greater devotion to the
causes which he has chosen to uphold from the beginning.

“Priceless Jewel”

It is needless for me to narrate here the several signi-
ficant events of his life, which are more or less known to
everybody in this country. I would, however, like to
mention one particular event which happened at an early
stage in his career, almost at its very start and perhaps little
known to his countrymen. In 1936, when he was hardly
twenty-eight, Shri Jagjivan Ram began his parliamentary
career as a nominated Harijan member of the Bihar Legis-
lative Council. On the opening day of the Council session
attended by him, there was a tussle between the non-official
member and the Treasury benches over the reduction of
canal rates in Bihar. Asa nominated member, Shri Jagjivan
Ram was supposed to vote with the Treasury benches. The
demand for the reduction of rates was justified and the
Government attitude appeared to him to be entirely
unimaginative, bureaucratic and against the interest of the
people. He decided to vote with the opposition and expressly
said so to some members who belonged to the Government
side. They tried to argue and persuade him, but he was
adamant. It must be remembered here that he was on the
threshold of his whole career and it might have proved
quite damaging if he entered into open conflict with the
Government on the very first day of his Council member-
ship. But young Jagjivan Ram was not to be deterred by
these considerations and he voted with the opposition.

I have mentioned this incident to show what mettle
Shri Jagjivan Ram was made of even at this early age, which
proved a pointer to all his subsequent decisions and actions
in his long career of service to the people. In 1937, the
Congress decided to contest the elections to the Provincial
Legislatures and it was a feat on the part of Shri Jagjivan
Ram not only to have been elected unopposed to the Bihar
Legislative Assembly but to have secured for the Congress
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14 out of the 15 Harijan seats in the Assembly without a
contest. When many temptations and allurements were
then offered to him by the non-Congress Premier of Bihar
with a view to winning over the Harijans to his side, it was
again to his credit that he not only turned his eye away
from the offer but even kept the Premier cn tenterhooks,

which won for him from Mahatma Gandhi the appellation of
a ““priceless jewel”.

Secret of Success :

Since then, Shri Jagjivan Ram has adorned many high
positions in the Party and the Government, and no charge
that he has bsen entrusted with has he left unembellished. He
has been President of the Indian National Congress from 1969
to 1971. He has been a Cabinet Minister in the Union Gover-
nment since September 1946 and has held almost all the im-
portant portfolios during this long period of over three deca-
des-broken only for two brief periods ¥iz. one of two and a
half years from August, 1963 to January, 1966, when e was
voluntarily out of office under the Kamaraj Plan and the
second of some two months early this year when he resigned
from Smt. Gandhi’s cabinet and the Congress.

It is sometimes said that a bit of luck always attends on
him and that is the secret of his success with any portfolio,
including the most crucial ones like Defence and the difficult
charge of Food and Agriculture. It is common knowledge
that he was the Minister of Defence during the dark days
of the 1971 Indo-Pak conflict and the Bangla Desh‘ libe-
ration operations and it is also well-known how creditably
our country came out of those crises. Again, it is a matter
of recent occurrence that when he took up the portfolio of
Food and Agriculture the country was in a tight corner so
far as its food supplies were concerned and within a short
time he was able not only to turn the corner but to build up
a surplus stock by successfully working out the Qree;n
Revolution. It is easy to say that fortune favoun?d him  in
these achievements, but the wealth of administrative experi-
ence that he has brought to bear in tackling these problems
and the amount of hard, patient and silent work that has
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gone to accomplish these difficult tasks are not fully appre-
ciated, as they are not so obvious to an outsider.

As regards his other qualities and achievements as a
parliamentarian, political leader and champion of the poor
and the distressed, I need not dwell any further. Suffice it
to say that he has all along shown himself an excellent
organiser, a fine debater and a man possessed of tact,
prudence, wisdom and courage of conviction. Quiet by nature
and unostentatious by temperament, Shri Jagjivan Ram is a
shining example of a life dedicated to the country and the
cause of social and economic justice.

I have known him closely for these several long years
and my association with him has always been cordial as of
friends brought together by a community of ideals and urges
for action in the common cause of our people and their
progress. I cherish this association and I wish Babuji many
more years of fruitful service to our country and the causes
for which he has dedicated his life all along.



A Unique Political Personality

K.S. Hegde

Shri Jagjivan Ram, affectionately called ‘“Babuji” is a
unique figure on the Indian political scene. He has been
in the public life of this country for nearly five decades now,
in the course of which he has served his country in varied
positions with rare dedication and success. In point of his
tenure of ministerial Office, he perhaps stands alone. Shri
Jagjivan Ram represents in himself a none-too-common
combination of a loved leader, astute statesman, skilled
parliamentarian and sound administrator.

Gandhiji’s Affection :

Babuji is one of the few lieutenants of Gandhiji of the
freedom days left in our midst today. As is wellknown,
Jagjivan Ramji was one of those young men who responded
readily and unreservedly to Mahatmaji’s call and ploughed
themselves in the national struggle. And, it is a measure of
his sincerity, deep devotion, and his other sterling qualities
as a disciplined soldier in the country’s cause that he not
only very soon attracted Gandhiji’s attention but also won
his affection. As a true Gandhian he has imbibed all the
great qualities of his Master; courage, kindliness, self-
effacing simplicity and a moral concern for, and total identi-
fication with, the poorest and the lowliest among his country-
men. Being brought up among them Jagjivan Babu had
personal experience in his early days of the privations and
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indignities suffered by his depressed and downtrodden
brethren which has brought him emotionally closer to them
and made him their natural leader and crusader in their
cause, who could authentically voice their unarticulated
miseries, and their hopes and aspirations for a better
morrow. And what has distinguished his leadership is his
silent, solid striving for the cause, without any bitterness
whatsoever towards anyone, which has only enhanced his
stature as a leader and won for him the respect and regard of
all sections of the people.

Courage of Conviction :

.

The first thought that comes to mind at the mention
of Babuji’s name is of an individual who, for all his
suaveness, cannot be easily pushed around-a person who
has his own sense of direction and a courage of conviction
to follow it. This trait in Babuji’s character has been there
from the very beginning of his political career. Who could
ever forget the incident on the very first day of his legisla-
tive career in the Bihar Legislative Council, when he voted
with the opposition on the issue of reduction in Canal rates
in Bihar, which he was convinced to be in the public interest,
while as a nominated member it was expected that he would
vote with the Government? This fearlessness and dedicated
championship of the people’s causes have been a common
feature throughout his distinguished career.

In his long, almost unbroken ministerial career for over
three decades, Shri Jagjivan Ram has held a succession of
major portfolios-Labour, Communications, Railways, Food
and Agriculture and Defence-and has been a resounding
success at each one of them, a fact which speaks for his
great qualities as an administrator. Officials who have
been with him at one time or the other all talk of his ability
to command the loyalty of the team around him by his
sincerity of purpose, fairmindedness, civility of manners,
openness to candid advice, and seriousness in implementa-
tion of decisions when once taken after the most careful and
anxious consideration-qualities which inspire credibility in a
leadership and call forth the best in men. Major break-
throughs and memorable happenings are associated with
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his ministerial tenures-like bumper crops and the Green
Revolution, the nationalisation of air transport and the
Bangla Desh victory, not to speak of the several measures
in labour and other fields, which may be regarded as long
strides in our march towards a better social order.

Administrator and Parliam entarian :

An able administrator may not necessarily mean a
skilled parliamentarian and vice versa, but a successful
Minister, which Shri Jagjivan Ram is, is both. His greatest
asset here has been his capacity to carry the House with
him, which indeed is saying a great deal about his personal
qualities, his attitude towards the House and his equipment
and standing as a parliamentarian. Unoffending by nature,
soft-spoken, and ever urbane and courteous in his dealings
with others, his is a genial personality much-loved in the
House. Those who have sat for long years in Parliament
are able to tell us how in his conduct in the House he has
always given the impression of one who has a genuine
reverence for the parliamentary institution and is ever
conscious of his obligations towards it. Like any good
parliamentarian, he knows the value of listening carefully
and getting to know the other man’s point of view. He is
unruffled in the midst of all the swirling passions in the
House and with his abundant self-assurance is able to take
any criticisms calmly. And when his turn comes for reply,
he is ready to meet them all with reasoned, telling arguments
interleaved with his native wit and humour. A seasoned
debator confident of his own powers, he has no need to bend
low to score victories over his adversaries on the legislative
floor. Himself sure of his ground, with his enviable grasp
over facts, he is also never known to unduly lean on depart-
mental briefs, or allow himself to be cramped by it in his
performance in the House. His interventions are cogent,
to the point and full of facts, contributing to constructive
debates in the House.

Cordial & Sincere :

Ultimately, behind everything is the man. Deeply
religious, a devout Gandhian with self-effacing humility and
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genuine love of humanity, Babuji in his relations with others
has always been cordial and sincere. Those who have been
close to him have said that he never allowed his personal
friendship with anyone to be lost in the dust and din of
every day politics. One has only to mention Babuji’s name
to some of his friends and close associates, to know what a
devoted following he has in the country and in what genuine
regard he is held by his countrymen.

There are some in this world-God’s humble men-who
like the life-sustaining red corpuscles in the blood are
content to unobtrusively do their part and never look
beyond. They are happy doing their duty and find fulfil-
ment in it. To this happy minority of men, Shri Jagjivan
Ram belongs.

In short he is a perfect gentleman, a great chainpion
of downtrodden, a superb Parliamentarian and an excellent
administrator.



A Nation Builder

D.K. Borooah, M.P.

The year 1936 is a landmark in the history of India’s
freedom struggle. In Lucknow that year were heard two
great voices. One was that of Jawaharlal Nehru proclaiming
socialism as the only way to end proverty, misery and un-
employment in the country. The other was that of young
Jagjivan Ram focussing the attention of the nation to the
plight of untouchables and calling upon them to rise as a
united force. Both the voices exhorted the people to look
upon national independence as the precondition for realising
the higher goal of a classless and casteless society. While
the former had the ring of authentic human sympathy, the
latter had a feel of articulated personal experience. Jawahar
Lai Nehru had presided over the 49th session of the Indian
National Congress held from April 12 to 14 and Jagjivan
Ram was the President of the All India Depressed Classes
League Conference held on April 14 to 15.

Remarkakly Deep Understanding :

While Panditji had already arrived on the national
political scene and was the acknowledged leader of the
younger, forward-looking generation of Indians, Jagjivan
Ram was a new star just making his debut on the national
scene. And yet, I must say, the youuger man displayed a
remarkably deep understanding of the Indian reality, the
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reality consisting of inequity and injustice against which we
were waging the struggle for freedom. His insistence on
combining social and economic revolution gave a new depth
and meaning to the concept of socialism.

The more I contemplate the two speeches the more I get
convinced of the complementarity of the thoughts of Panditji
and Babuji. On the crucial problem of untouchability
Jawaharlal was of the opinion that it would vanish under
socialism. He looked upon the Harijans as ‘the landless
proletariat’ and believed that “an economic solution removes.
the social barriers that custom and tradition have raised”’.
Jagjivan Ram thought that the invidious caste divisions them-
selves would come in the way of achieving socialism; and
there is a hard grain of truth in that.

Social Reformer :

Indian society has been a divided society for centuries.
and social stratification has taken a settled form the worst
aspect of which is the practice of untouchability. Only a
persons who has suffered the humiliation and indignity that
it brings upon its victims can realise the importance of
breaking it. Jagjivan Ram, in his inimitable style, set out
the integral relationship between social, political and econo-
mic revolutions when he said, ‘“We want democracy and
socialism. We dream of establishing a socialist society in
the country but we forget that caste and democracy cannot
exist together : either caste will exist or democracy will exist,
both cannot exist together. So long as caste continues, any
talk of socialism is empty talk. Caste and socialism are in-
compatible and so long as socialism and democracy are not
established it is very difficult to establish human values in

society’’.

Very few people today know that Babu Jagjivan Ram
entered public life not as a politician but as a social re-
former, a fighter for the cause of restoring human dignity to
that part of Indian humanity which has been for centuries
condemned as untouchable. From study and experience he
had come to the conclusion that the heinous system was not
ordained by any moral or natural law. And that made him
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impatient with such patronising steps as throwing open the
temples to Harijans or the caste Hindus condescending to
have food with Harijans. He insists on, and has been fight-
ing for, unreserved and unqualified equality. On account of”
this attitude he has been on many occasions misunderstood
which, in my view, is an unfortunate expression of the con-
scious or unconscious sense of caste superiority of his detrac--
tors.

Crusade Against Injustice :

Undaunted by all such obstacles—and they have not
been few—Babu Jagjivan Ram has continued his crusade.
And thereby he has made a peerless contribution not only to
the freedom movement but also to the consolidation of free-
dom. But for him, it would have been difficult to break the
barriers of caste (even to the extent that they have been)
and build national unity. Even Gandhiji’s efforts might well
have come to naught if Jagjivan Ram had not opposed the
separatist doctrine of conversion being propagated by power-
ful forces at that time. It is he who convinced the Harijans
that seeking social status through adopting another religious
denomination would not end the injustice they suffered. He
exhorted them to raise themselves with their own effort, join
the mainstream of the nation and work for its advancement.
“In the progress of the country lies our progress; in its
salvation, our salvation; and in its emancipation, our
emancipation.”” He declared in unmistakable terms in his
Presidential address to the Lucknow Conference of the
All India Depressed Classes League as far back as 1936.
The nation would be doing itself a grave injustice If it
fails to recognise this revolutionary contribution of Babuji.
He was no angry protestor ; in fighting for the cause of’
Harijans he was fighting for the unity of the country, for
the establishment of democracy and socialism in India.

Babu Jagjivan Ram is a man of no mean erudition. He
is one of those few politicians who keeps himself abreast of”
the latest in the field of human knowledge. The province
of his knowledge extends from the ancient Vedas to modern
Marxist and post-Marxist thought. But he has never
allowed learning to overwhelm his wisdom which springs
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from his living touch with mother earth. Even as a young
man he had developed the habit of testing all theory on the
touchstone of living experience. A statesman has been des-
cribed as a person who has the capacity to think like an
intellectual and feel like a common man. And Babuji has
displayed that capacity in ample measure. Talking of caste
and class he said, ““Class is interchangeable but caste is not’’.
Only he could have said it in that way. He is one of the finest
.orators we have around ; the quality of his oratory lies not
in display of learning or torrential flow of language but in
communicating to the common man the highest thought in
simplest words.

Friend, Philosocpher & Guide :

The contribution of Babuji in setting in motion the
the process of national integration by asserting the value
of human dignity is of a fundamental nature. It puts him’
in the category of front rank nation builders. He has com-
bined in himself the qualities of idealism, integrated and
comprehensive thinking and practical wisdom. Whichever
sphere of national life he has touched bears the imprint of
his personality. The framework of industrial relations and
labour welfare which he prepared as free India’s first Labour
Minister would remain valid and unsurpassed for decades
to come. Maximum welfare through minimum friction and
settlement of conflicts through across-the-table negotia-
tions is as noval a feature of post-World War 1I industrial
life as Non-alignment is of international relations.

Babu Jagjivan Ram has had the longest innings in the
Central Cabinet being there ever since 1946 with a brief
interruption after the Kamaraj Plan and he has the distin-
ction of making an eminent success of every portfolio that he
handled. As Minister of Food and Agriculture he not only
imparted a new dynamism to both production and distri-
bution of food but also initiated the implementation of the
long-awaited policy of distributing land to the tiller. India’s
armed forces saw their finest hour in the Bangla Desh
victory during his tenure as Defence Minister. In that
capacity he took the bold step of demolishing caste distin-
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ctions that prevailed in the form of combatant and non-
combatant troops. He owes his success to his quick grasp
of problems and the habit of going into details. If the
superiority of the statesman over the bureaucrat is ever
truely established it is in his ministry.

A man, who had to struggle and fight the way Babu
Jagjivan Ram has, could become bitter and cantankerous.
But no. Babuji is free from all kinds of complex and there-
fore free from malice. Where national interest and principles
are however involved he is non-compromising fighter. Of
course, he choses his own time and his own methods which
are never less than fair and democratic. The people of
India have learnt to look upon him as a dependable guide,
friend and philosopher. He has weathered many a storm
in the past and none will overhelm himin future.



Service to Hinduism

Dr. P. C. Chunder

Modern Hinduism owes a debt of gratitude to Babu
Jagjivan Ram. During the trouble some thirties of this century
communal conspiracies tarnished the Indian political scene.
The British imperialists were bent upon dividing the Indian
people on the lines of caste and creed. Mahatma Gandhi
cried hoarse to stop the rot. The Muslim League largely
swayed the Muslim masses. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was deter-
mined to take the depressed clases away from Hinduism and
induce them to adopt some other religion. At this crucial
stage, Babu Jagjivan Ram’s foresight, sagacity and stratagem
were mainly responsible for saving Hinduism from the harm-
ful effects of Dr. Ambedkar’s divisive move. The account
of Babuji’s services to Hinduism in those crucial days

deserves reiteration.

Devotion to Religion & Down Trodden :

Born in a backward Hindu community, Jagjivan Ram’s
early spiritual mentor was his father, Sant Sobhi Ram.
While working with the British army at Multan, Sobhi
Ram came in touch with the adherants of ‘Shiva Narayani
Sant’ sect and adopted the ‘Sant’-hood. Back home in
Bihar, he became the Guru or spiritual preceptor of hund-
reds of disciples. As a fine calligraphist, he copied by hand
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the ‘Granths’ of the sect to supplement his income.
Jagjivanji inherited a moral stamina from his saintly father.

Babuji’s teacher at the primary school was Kapil Muni
Tiwari. This Brahmin did not observe untouchability. He
too impressed his young pupil immensely.

When Jagjivanji joined the school at Arrah he expres-
sed his early protest against untouchability, when he broke
the pots reserved for the untouchable. His mute but active
protest led the Head Master to cancel the order for the
reserved pot for the backward Hirdus.

Through nature and nurture, Jagjivanji acquired deep
attachment for his ancestral religion, but nevertheless
rejected its prejudices. His combative spirit manifested itself
during his student days at Varanasi. When his landlord
would not allow this Harijan student to live with his mother
in the rented house, Jagjivanji prevailed upon the landlord’s
priest to change the disciple’s mind. Again, a barber refused
to entertain Jagjivanji as a customer. In protest he organised
the local Harijans for the boycott of the barbers. They
soon came to terms with the Harijans.

At Varanasi, Jagjivanji studied the Hindu shastras to
get an insight into the Indian traditions. He frequented
the Arya Samaj and the Theosophical Society. Later he
shifted himself to Calcutta and joined the Vidyasagar
College, founded by the great social reformer, Pandit
Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar. He came in contact with the
national leaders like Subhas Chandra Bose, J.M. Sen Gupta,
B.C. Roy and others. At the Calcutta Congress in 1928,
he met Mahatma Gandhi from a distance, but was attracted
to him ideologically. Jagjivanji on the one hand, organised
Ravidas Sabhas to ameliorate the conditions of the Harijans
and on the other hand exposed the communal character of
the Muslim League in many meetings in Calcutta. Jagjivanji
started writting to Mahatmaji. Yet he did not hesitate to
help the terrorists.

When the Civil Disobedience movement was launched,
Jagjivanji organised meetings and processions in Bihar. While
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in the midst of national struggle he passed the B.Sc. exami-
nation with credit.

Opposition to Harijans Conversion :

At this stage, the demand for the separate electoratcs
was in the air.  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar claimed that the untou-
chables should only vote for the untouchables. Mahatmaji
opposed the demand, but later agreed that the Harijans
could have reserved seats in a joint electorate. Mahatmaji's
fast ultimately led to the Poona Pact, which scotched the
danger of separates clectrorates. A new organization was for-
med to promote the welfare of the Harijans. This was later
called the Harijan Sevak Sangh. The name of Mahatmaji’s
weekly was changed from Navajivan to Harijan. Jagjivanji
followed his lead in the work for uplift of the Harijans.
Correspondence between the two multiplied. Jagjivanji
became the secretary of the Harijan Sevak Sangh and rose
to be a prominent provincial leader of the Harijans.

But the Poona Pact failed to pacify the leading figures
among the Harijans. In October 1935, Ambedkar declared
at the Bombay Presidency Depressed Classes Conference
that the Harijans should leave the Hindu fold altogether.
While Mahatmaji argued against the divisive step, Ambedkar
asserted that inequality was the very basis and ethics of
Hindu religion and so there was no use deluding one with
the belief that the depressed classes would ever acquire
their full manhood while remaining in the Hindu fold.
Jagjivan Ram publicly condemned this disintegrating efforts

of Ambedkar.

Nevetheless, Ambedkar was in full glare of publicity.
Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Sikhs, Arya Samajists,
Sanatanists and others wooed him persistently. Hindu
Dharma Tyag Committees were organised in Bombay. Yet
only a section of the Harijan, especially the Mahars, was
prepared to respond to Dr. Ambedkar’s call. Many Hari-
jan leader indeed did protest vigorously. But backed by
the foreign imperialists, the potential danger posed by
Dr. Ambedkar’s move away from Hinduism threatened to
disrupt the oldest community. In many parts of India
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many Harijans were converted to Christianity. Others
considered conversion to the Sikh religion.

The Hindu Mahasabha promptly reacted and under the
presidentship of Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya offered a
fair deal to the Harijans, Jagjivanji attended its session at
Poona and successfully resisted the Sankaracharyya’s move
to ban admission of the Harijans into the ‘garbha’ or inner-
most chamber of the Hindu temples.

Jagjivanji for the first time met Dr. Ambedkar, who
then criticized the other’s attitude towards the down-trodden
Harijans. Jagjivanji sent a secret letter to the leaders of
the Hindu community to consider Dr. Ambedkar’s view-
point. The nationalist Harijans formed the All India
Depressed Classes League.

At the inspiration of Dr. Ambedkar, an All Religions
Conference was held at Lucknow in May 1936 where
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Jains and Arya Samajists vied
with one another in wooing the Harijans. Though uninvited,
Jagjivanji with a number of his friends attended the con-
ference. After a great deal of lobbying at his instance, the
issue of conversion was decided to be deferred and the leader
of the nationalist Harijans, Shri Rasik Lal Biswas, was
elected as the President of the All India Depressed Classes
Conference.

Foresight & Sagacity :

While Jagjivanji felt that it was difficult to confront
Dr. Ambedkar straightaway, he took recourse to a stratagem.
As has been pointed out, many of the nationalist nguans
bad decided under Jagjivan Ram’s guidance that it was
better strategy to declare themselves ‘pro-converspmsts’. if
they had to carry the Ambedkarites with them. Their tactics
succeeded. The nineteen-men committee, Wwith powers to
co-opt others elected by the conference to examine ’fhe
different aspect of all the religions and after considering
the whole matter in the interest of the depressed classes, to
submit a report to the next all India Depressed Classes
Conference, had a majority of nationalist Harijans. They
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had posed at the conference as ‘pro-conversionists’ and had
assented to a resolution expressing full confidence in
Ambedkar. Jagjivan Ram was the moving spirit behind
this strategy. He kept himself sedulously in the background.
While the press blazoned Ambedkar’s success, Jagjivan
Ram knew that the Doctor’s fall had begun.

And in this he was correct. The mass conversion of the
Harijans to some other religion was thus averted. The
All Religious Committee had a majority of men, as already
stated, of Jagjivan Ram’s view-point. The resolution which
sought the constitution of the Committee was his draft. He
was the unseen spirit moulding opinions and directing the
Conference into what he and his colleagues conceived to
be proper channels.

He had thus successfully piloted a subtle scheme
calculated to strike a new path as an alternative to Dr.
Ambedkar’s negative tactics which led to a blind alley.

After India attained her independence, Dr. Ambedkar
led his followers to be converted to Budhism en masse. But
then the foreign imperialists were no more. This step had
little impact on Hinduism as a whole. The neo-Budhists
feel themselves somewhat isolated, whereas Jagjivan Ram
has been elevated to the status of a national leader. His
leadership has since been sought after not only by the
scheduled castes, but also by every other section of the
Hindu community, nay, the Indian people. Here lies the
worth of the foresight and sagacity of Babu Jagjivan Ram.
Modern Hinduism can repay its debt to him by implement-
ing in letter and spirit the provisions enshrined in Article 17
of the Constitution of India, ‘Untouchability’’ is abolished
and its practice in any form is forbidden.”



Torchbearer of Democracy

Shanti Bhushan

Babu Jagjivan Ram is a great believer in democracy. He
has always fought for it. He has kept the flame of demo-
cracy burning in this country. Once again he has stood
firm for democracy and the democratic values cherished by
him all his life. In his statement issued to the press on
February 2, 1977 at the time of his resignation from Mrs.
Gandhi’s Cabinet and from the Congress Party, he said, that
“the Motherland calls once again to guard and preserve
democracy, to protect human values so that India and India
alone becomes strong and prosperous”. Indian democracy
owes a debt to Babu Jagjivan Ram.

Contribution to Democracy :

During the nineteen months of Emergency the people
of this country had to undergo untold sufferings under an
authoritarian rule. After the declaration of emergency on
June 25, 1975, endless number of innocent persons were put
behind the bars. The Constitution was mutilated to meet
certain personal objectives. The judiciary was mauled. A
reign of terror was unleashed. Common man was breathing
under suffocating condition of emergency. The basic tenets
of democracy and socialism had disappeared. At such a
critical juncture Babu Jagjivan Ram came forward to make
an effective contribution to the cause of liberation and
emancipation. His dissociation from the unholy authori-
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tarian forces of the day, and a direct and challenging con-
frontation with them came as a big morale booster to the
millions whose voice had been gagged. It was welcomed by
. all those in India and abroad who had dedicated themselves
to a democratic way of life. Babuji’s decision was hailed by
world press. In the political circles it was considered as,
“yet another expression of the strength of democratic senti-

ments in the country”.

A true Gandhian, Babu Jagjivan Ram belicves in
simplicity and leads a simple life. His doors are always
open to all. Throughout his life, he has devoted himself to
the cause of millions of downtrodden—whether they be
harijans, labourers, or those belonging to the backward
classes or to any other neglected sections of society. Their
interest is always uppermost in his mind. He has done and
is constantly doing whatever he can for their social uplift,

betterment and prosperity.

Astute Statesman :

Babu Jagjivan Ram has also made a mark abroad. In
1947 and 1950 he led Indian delegation to the conferences of
International Labour Organisation. Recently, he represented
India at Farakka talks with Bangladesh. He has succeeded
in hammering out a solution to the problem which was hang-
ing for over thirty years. This speaks of his high calibre as
a diplomat in addition to his being an astute statesman with
a keen understanding of the needs and aspirations of the
people.

Babu Jagjivan Ram, apart from being a valiant fighter
in the battle of freedom, is an excellent organiser, capable
administrator and a fine statesman. He is possessed of tact,
prudence and courage of conviction and endowed with a
keen intellect and a sensitive understanding of popular senti-
ments.

Since the pre-dawn era of Indian independence Babuji
has been entrusted with the responsibility of handling the
affairs of the Government. He has almost without interrup-
tion, held a number of important portfolios with great
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success as a Cabinet Minister of the Indian Government.
With a vast fund of commonsense, deep insight and a burn-
ing desire to serve the people, Babuji has always found it
easy to deal with any matter—be it relating to agriculture,
labour, communication or defence. Babuji’s wit and humour
is matchless. He can have a dig at his adversaries without
being unpleasant. He is tenacious yet flexible. Babuji can
be ferociously challenging yet he is sporting.

It is really a great fortune of the Indian people to have
Babuji to serve them and thus gain for themselves the finest
blend of wisdom and experience.



Blend of Qualities

Gulzarilal Nanda

My association with Jagjivan Ramji extends over a
period of 30 years. It commenced in the year 1947, when he
was Minister of labour in the Central Government and I
occupied a similar position in the then Government of
Bombay. Prior to this I had devoted 25 years to the service
of the working class in Gujarat under Gandhiji’s guidance,
in the the field of organisation and welfare. The bulk of the
workers belonged to the Scheduled Caste and other backward
sections of the community. These were therefore the basic
interests that we shared in common through all these years.
I have been watching with keen appreciation the effort and
achievements of Jagjivan Ramji in the cause of labour and
Harijans, in and outside Government. We were together in
Parliament for many Years. We were colleagues in the
Central Cabinet for a good length of time. When he
vacated his place in the Government as a consequence of the
Kamaraj Plan we used to meet often and the bond which
was built up then has become strengthened with the passing
of time.

Remarkable Administrator :

Having a look at the career of Babu Jagjivan Ramyji,
one cannot help feeling that destiny has marked him out,
from the outset, as an important instrument in shaping the
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future of India, after the achievement of freedom. In politi-
cal life as well as in the administration of the affairs of the
country he was assigned key roles, one after another, which
he carried out with remarkable success, and great distinction.
In fact his name has become associated with success, in a
manner and to an extent that it can be described as an
unvarying concomitant of his activities. He has held many
portfolios in the Government of India as a Cabinet Minister,
so that his talents and capacities have been tested in many
fields of administration. Every task that he undertook was
accomplished so well that in the minds of the people, high
and low, a degree of confidence had been created that any-
thing which Jagjivan Babu touches will prosper and he will
find solutions for the most intractable problems. The faith
of the people in his capacity to ride storms and overcome
crisis has been fully justified.

At one stage, the food situation was causing deep con-
cern and creating serious hardships for the people It was
felt that Shri Jagjivan Ram was the only person who could
tackle this problem effectively. In his hands, things began
to improve. Nature too helped. The halo of successful
performance has persisted around him in the whole series of
tasks which he was called upon to handle, including labour
and defence.

An outstanding feature of Babuji’s political life also is
the prominent role he has played in every crucial period,
during the last three decades. Every time, he has made a
decisive contribution in guiding the course of events at
critical junctures. On all such occasions he brought to bear
on the solution of the problems he faced, a cool judgement,
quiet efficiency and reassuring confidence. He was the man
of the hour at several turning points in the political history
of our country.

Jagjivan Ramji owes his achievements, on such a h.igh
scale to his inborn qualities but he has also equipped him-
self for the positions he occupied by steady application and
hardwork. He has three obvious advantages-a comple_te
mastery of detail in dealing with the routine of adm1n1§-
tration as well as in his performance in Parliament. He is
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also able to see and face every situation in the light of a
wide perspective. He has displayed an enormous capacity
for initiative and innovation in every field in which he has
functioned. It was inevitable that he should leave the imprint
of his personality in every sphere of activity in which he was

placed.

He has a temperament which makes for smooth re-
lations with those who work with him and for him. He is
accessible to people at all levels who feel the need to appro-
ach him. When necessily arises he is prepared to lend a

helping hand.

Jagjivan Ramji’s entire career bears evidence of realism
and a balanced approach, both in the realm of ideas and in
the field of action. He is conversant with various ideologies
in vogue but he has never lost sight of the truth that they
have to serve certain ideals and ends, and helps us to attain
defined goals. He has never taken an extreme position on
any issue. He has always favoured a positive and constr-
uctive line, and a course of action which should yield the

best results.

Man of Masses :

Jagjivan Ramyji is a man of the masses. To give succour
to and uplift the down-trodden and the under-privileged is
the main interest of his life. He thinks for them and lives for
them. In his speeches and all other pursuits, he reflects
their urges and aspirations.

His great passion in life is to efface tyranny and
exploitation from the surface as well as the depth of Indian
society. His effort has always been to reconcile various
interests, in order to speed up progress in the realization of
his aims. If, however, an obstacle in the way cannot be
removed otherwise, he steels himself to use all his strength to

deal with it effectively.

It is the rural poor, the workers and the depressed
sections of the community with whose plight and welfare he
is emotionally involved. 1 am familiar with his work as the
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Minister of Labour in the Central Government. His
stewardship of the labour Ministry carries an indelible stamp
of both his concern for the workers and his capacity to
adopt concrete measures for their betterment in consonance
with the national good. In that period he took action in
respect of most of the needs and problems of the working
class and broke new ground in various directions.

Jagjivan Ramji’s range of interests is not confined to
politics and administration. Cultural pursuits are also an
important facet of his life. He has delved into the cultural
traditions of India and is familiar with a wide expanse of its
cultural heritage-religion, philosophy and literary works of
the past.

I conclude with the tribute to Babuji that he has the

traits and the blend of qualities which go into the making of
a great life.



An Outstanding Political
Figure

Bhupesh Gupta

To survive as a legislator for forty years the electoral
casualities as Jagjivan Ram, endearingly nicknamed Bapuji,
has done would in itself seem a noteworthy feat. Whatever
may be one’s views on Darvin’s well-known doctrine the
survival in this case at least has not disproved it. Within
the limitations of the ideologies and politics to which
Jagjivan Babu belongs he is certainly one of the fittest. For
the legislative front he was, while in the Congress, found
indispensable and now the ruling Janata Party, too, would
not like to do without this veteran, though he may seem a
thorn in the flesh of some in the new ruling set up.

Ever since he appeared on the political scene almost
half a century ago Jagjivan Babu has been taken by the
millions of Harijans as their champion. Whether he has
succeeded in fulfilling even their minimum expectations may
be debatable but no one will deny that he in his own way
and in the light of his political beliefs and loyalties has
striven to serve the cause of the Harijans. And what is
to be particularly noted is that he has done so not in any
sectarian isolation but by linking the future of the Harijans
with India’s freedom struggle and, after independence,
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with the struggle to rebuild this great nation on a secular
and democratic foundation.

Indeed, Babuji is a personality born of our glorious.
freedom fight, one who rose in stature as that fight
gathered momentum and sweep. Like many other Congress
leaders Jagijivan Babu not only came under Gandhiji’s
profound influence but won his affection, personifying the
national movement’s growing links with the downtrodden
and oppressed masses. But unlike many others Jagjivan
Babu came from the ranks of the Harijans without having:
any of the advantages of birth, wealth or privilege that often
in those days of upper class politics not only received undue-
attention, but even facilitated, in one measure or another,
one’s elevation to the top rungs of the leadership. Yet
Jagjivan Babu’s rise in the political life of the day was a.
remarkable one; it was no endowment or award of patronage
but a natural evolution of the man that Babuji is today.

Babuji’s eventful political career, by no means without
its quota of controversies, has signified a challenge to
casteism from the ranks of our freedom movement and,
later, of the builders of a new India. This has brought him
sympathy, solidarity, understanding and respect even from
those who have been somewhat critical of his ideas from
the point of view of a revolutionary change—social,
economic and political—without which the real emancipa-
tion of the exploited and the oppressed is inconceivable.
It is perhaps one of the endless paradoxes of history that
this fighting son the Harijans remained basically wedded to
the politics of the ‘haves’—the dominant class politics of the
Congress regime. Even when a break came last February
as a result of his resignation from the Indira Gandhi’s
Government and from the Congress literally electrifying
the country’s political scene that basic bond was not to go.
So we have the ex-Congress stalwart now as one of the
seniormost members of the Janata Party and its government
though somewhat uncharitably given the Number Three
place in the Cabinet. Whatever the numbering in the top
echelons of the ruling party which is having its “teething
trouble” for too long the redoubtable surviving member of’
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the Congress High Command of the old days remains, in
many ways, the No. One if the mass appeal is to be taken as
a yardstick. He is still regarded by the Harijans as their
leader and by many others as an upholder of some of the
solemn commitments of our freedom movement and of our
Republic such as secularism and democracy. Who can
dispute that by his resignation from the Congress and its
government which was instantly followed by his searing
campaign against the rule of the “one and a half”
Babujl rendered signal service to the nation which will no
doubt be recorded in the letters of gold in history. Small
wonder that there was an attempt to “immobilise’> him
during the election campaign on the basis of a fabricated
E.C.G. report. The foul plot would have perhaps succeeded
but for the honesty of the President’s physician Dr, Caroli,
who refused to oblige the Establishment. Is Babuji going
to be now immobilised by the new Establishment, having
been put not in a nursing home but in the Janata Cabinet?
This is a question which appears to be in the minds of many
today-yet another index of the popular expectation from
Babuiji in a critical situation.

It is but natural that with the Harijans under an intensi-
fied offensive, inhuman and savage people should be looking
forward to Jagjivan Babu for his most effective iutervention
to put an end to this national disgrace. Not that Babuji
alone can accomplish this task but, then, his being in the
forefront of the active defence of the Harijans and thus of
the honour of the nation itself would make all the difference.
This shared feeling of the people is another tribute to
Babuji. After all, who in the government could be more
relied upon than this leader, who has sprung from the
Harijans, in defending them against the war that has been
unleashed against them by landlords and other harijan-
baiters. Babuji’s own tradition as that of our freedom

movement is challenged.

Babuji’s identication with the cause of the uplift of the
Harijans has added special significance to his political
career and no less to his aggregate of forty years in the
Bihar state assembly, in the Constituent Assembly and in
Parliament. Perhaps it will be rated as his unique good
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fortune that he has always been in the government benches,
never in the opposition. However, to some at least this
may not seem all that inviting; after all, in moulding the
parliamentary characters or, if you like, parliamentarians,
the opposition benches have often an important role to play.
Though denied that opportunity Jagjivan Babu is none-
theless a very able pariiamentarian, easily one of the best
India’s parliament has known. A skilful debater with a
splendid command over language—both Hindi and English—
Babuji is perhaps at his best when attacked. One wishes
such a debater was in the opposition benches fighting for
better causes. But it seems fortune has preserved him only
for the treasury benches and that, too, not unoften te defend
the lost causes in a capitalist rule under which the Harijans
and other oppressed and exploited masses can never hope
to get what is their due.

Jagjivan Babu is reputed to be a great administrator,
who cannot be, it is said, played about by the top bureau-
crats. He has been one of the few ministers to hold the
portfolio instead of the portfolio holding them—certainly a
very creditable point in a set-up where the bureaucracy and
the red tape rule the roost. Of course, he has not been
entirely spared the fetters as well as the evil influence of the
system which the Congress has served and the Janata Party
is now serving. But his personality could not be extingui-
shed even though it occasionally became somewhat dim as
during the months of the internal emergency. That was
perhaps the most unhappy period of Babuji’s career as a
leading member of the Central Government.

Many have asked, why Babuji of all Congress leaders
remained silent during the crucial months of the emergency
when Indira Gandhi was plumping for the establishment of
a personal, authoritarian rule and the notorious caucus, led
by her younger son, was usurping the authority and power of
the government, riding rough-shod over the established
democratic norms and values in flagrant violation of the
laws of the land including the Constitution. The ugly
development called for a revolt in the cabinet and Jagjivan
Babu’s lead in it.
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In this connection the writer of this article recalls his
talk with Babuji about the disturbing and shameful state of
affairs in and around seat of power with a view to seeking
his intervention to stop the rot. That was in the later half
of 1976. After listening with utmost attention Jagjivan
Babu gave his reaction in a few rather significant words,
saying that “I agree with you one hundred percent”. One
could hardly miss the note of deep anguish and concern in
what he said. Of course, he gave no idication of action he
had in mind, certainly not, what he has to do on Februaty 2,
this year. He dropped, as it were, a megaton political
bomb on the scandalous, corrupt emergency raj tottering
to its ignominous doom. Babuji will be remembered as the
most effective election campaigner of the traumatic Lok
Sabha poll. In retrospect, it may well be said that Indira
Gandhi’s waterloo was settled not when the votes were cast
but when Jagjivan Ram had struck his knockout blow by hi;
resignation on that fateful February day.

Babuji later did make some initial amends for his fajlure
to pull up Indira Gandhi together with the caucus but he
has not yet given a convincing answer why he had not revo-
Ited earlier. If any one man could have then restrained
Indira Gandhi, it was Jagjivan Ram.

It must, however, be said in fairness to Babuji that he
disliked what was going on in the then Prime Minister’s house
and he was sincere and honest in disappoval, albeit passive,

Many instances of Jagjivan Ram’s fine performance as g
parliamentarian can be recalled but perhaps the greatest
contribution to the cause of parliamentary democracy he has
made in the recent period was when he resigned from the
Indira Gandhi’s government and also from the party he had
served for several decades in order to take the fight
againest the rule of the “one and a half” to the people.
This one single action but not one on the floor of the House,
would in the historical perspective, outshine all his best
performances within the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha put
together. Jagjivan Babu’s formation of a new party ‘the
Congress for Democracy’ was another significant step which
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brought a bright promise for the struggle for democracy in
the new situation. Many Congressmen instantly rallied be-
hind him and still many others were in line to do so. But
then Babuji, in his wisdom, preferred to call off that move
and merge the new-born CFD in the Janata Party. The
Janata Party has no doubt been strengthened by the infant
CFD’s self-immolation. But Jagjivan Babu has yet to prove
how this is going to help the secular and democratic tradition

of which he has been a part and, in particular, the cause of
the Harijans so dear to his heart!

However, Babuji is very rightly looked upon as a
powerful force, one not flourishing on some father figure’s
blessings but deriving his strength from the tradition he has
upheld and from the Harijans and other sections of the
the people, to carry forward his fight in the new complicated
circumstances in which he is placed today. Wherever Babuji

happens to be, he is there in his own right as an outstanding
national leader.

Since the young Jagjivan Ram entered public life much
has changed in the life of the nation and the world around.
The Hrijans for instance, can no longer be satisfied with the
small mercies from the exploiting classes or from the power
that be. Along with other vast sections of the oppressed and
exploited masses they want to be the masters of their future.
Hence they are realising more and more that the strivings
for their elementary rights, for their human dignity, and for
justice are today merging with the profound, far-going
struggle for revolutionary social change and that only under
socialism can they truly accomplish their emancipation and
assume in full measure the role history has earmarkgd for
them. To the extent Babuji responds to such promptings Qf
social change, he will have added new lustre 10 his
colourful career that, in the parliamentary arena today,
enters its fifth decade. All his friends will wish him well
with the fervent hope that this distinguished vete‘r'an of
India’s freedom battle will not permit himself to be ‘‘immo-
bilised’’ in his new situation.



Valiant Fighter

Madhu Dandavate

A valiant fighter during the country’s struggle for
independence, a gifted parliamentarian, an able administrator
and a champion for the cause of the weaker sections of the
society, Babu Jagiivan Ram has an illustrious record of
service to the people. It was, therefore, natural and in
keeping with his image that while democracy in India was
passing through the severest strain, he should have opted
for freedom and given a new direction to people’s struggle
for their democratic rights.

Against this background, it is appropriate that the
people of Bihar should have decided to present a commemo-
ration volume to Babuji on the occasion of completion of
four decades of his parliamentary career.

I convey my best wishes for the success of the function.
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Nation's Concern Uppermost

Hitendra Desai

I am glad that a commemoration volume is being
published on the occasion of the celebration of the completion
of four decades of Parliamentary career of Shri Jagjivan
Babu. It is a matter of pride that Shri Jagjivan Ram has an
unbroken record of four decades of Parliamentary career.
That shows that he has been quite popular with the people.

Shri Jagjivan Babu during his Parliamentary career has
handled number of Departments in several capacities. In
all this work he has been the champion for the cause of the
weaker and downtrodden sections of the society. His main
concern has been the concern of the nation as a whole and
his faith in secularism, democracy and socialism is clearly
marked in whatever field he functions.

I wish him long life and useful years of service to the
nation.
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Great Administrator

T. A. Pai

The first contact that I had with Babuji was when he
was the Minister of food and Agriculture in 1967. Then I
was a Banker. Syndicate Bank was the first commercial
bank in the country to go into agricultural finance as it con-
sidered agriculture as the basic industry of the country and
deserved as much support as any other governed bank
financing of any enterprise were the same for agriculture as
for industry. But the problem here was to deal with a
much larger number of people, understanding them and
their occupation much more intimately than the normal
banker would care to do. It had been a traditional belief
that only co-operatives could do it and commercial banks
need not have anything to do with this. I required, there-
fore, official support against this approach and I must say
that I got it in plenty from Babuji.

Symbol of hope:

I have very high regard for Babuji’s commonsense
approach to the problems of the Country. He has been
down to earth because he has known what life is for millions

of people in this country. He has been a symbol of hope
for the down-trodden in this country who have suffered for
centuries and he was the one to prove to the world, given
opportunities for development.—though his might have been
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one of the very few instances where people had to accept the
tyranny of the caste system and the under-privileges that go
with the birth, to escape these that a man could have consi-
derable abilities, sagacity as well as anybody else born with
a silver spoon. Today country’s wealth in human resources
on account of feudalistic attitudes had been languishing. As
we have so much of it is the poverty of mind that refuses
either to acknowledge it or seriously apply ourselves to
make the most effective use of it for the development of the
country.

As a Cabinet colleague, I have been lucky enough to get
every courtesy at his hands, understanding and it was a
privilege to have known him so well and to have worked
with him.

Great Administrator :

As an administrator he proved himself to be a great
administrator as he inspired confidence in all those who
worked with him as a leader of a team should and never let
them down. The crucial test for any administrator is to
share success or failure with his colleagues and Babuji could
be relied upon to do this.

I do hope that his valuable services would be available
to the country for a long time to come. While youth has
his own qualifications, old age is heritage of wealth, ex-
perience and maturity. Itis the combination of both that
is required for the renewal of life in this country.



Vital Role
In
Restoring Democracy

By A Special Correspondent

Extending “cordial welcome™ to Shri Jagjivan Ram to
the Janta Party when he had resigned from the Cabinet and
the Congress, Shri Jayaprakash Narayan had expressed the
hope that “the forthcoming elections would (now) change
the direction of history and democracy as well as our demo-

cratic institutions would get a fresh lease of life and streng-
then the power of the people.” :

Innumerable prominent political leaders and the general
public who had personally undergone the sufferings of Emer-
gency or seen the reign of terror let loose heaved a sigh of
relief with the thought that the chances of Congress defeat
and restoration of democracy had brightened considerably.
Majority of leaders then in jail were wary about the oppo-
sition’s chances at the polls since the atmosphere was charged

with awe and the fegling that voters might not be able to
exercise their franchise freely.

Resignation Boosted Morale

The mood of these leaders and the people was, however,
entirely different when they heard the news of Babuji’s resig-
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nation and the firm declaration that his objective would be
to arrest the ‘““authoritarian and totalitarian trends.”

o Shri Madhu Limaye, a prominent political leader then
i jail and worried about the chances of Mrs. Gandhi hold-
ing free and fair elections has aptly described his own mood
and indeed reflected the feelings of the people : In jail the
announcement of holding elections to the Lok Sabha was
reccived with a feeling that Mr . Indira Gandhi will not let
the elections be fair. The voters will naturally be inti-
midated as the internal emergency is not going to be with-
drawn. But on February 2 when they heard over the A.L.R.
the news of Babuji’s resignation there was a wave of hope

?nld jubilance. “Democracy will now be vindicated”, they
elt.

Shri Sanjiva Reddy, now the President of India, said
“Gandhiji used to create great men out of dust but Mr.
Jagjivan Ram stepped in to save great men when they were
all being turned to dust by his bold step before the recent
Lok Sabha elections. He hoped that Shri Jagjivan Ram
would visit South also to create the same climate he had
created in the North.”

Shri Nanaji Deshmukh said ‘““when we were suffering
under authoritarianism, he kicked away the chair of office
and created an atmosphere in which the people demonstrated
their faith in democracy and freedom to the entire world.”

Shri Ibrahim Suleman Sait said “Shri Jagjivan Ram
who had made the greatest sacrifices, ruled the hearts of
600 million people of the country. Only a leader like him
could unite all sections.”

Shri U. S. Patil said “all causes and sections with whom
Shri Jagjivan Ram sided were crowned with success.”

These and numerous other leaders belonging to various
parties including Shri Jayaprakash Narayan found in Shri
Jagjivan Ram the saviour of democracy. These richly
deserved tributes have been rightly showered on him not
only before or during the last elections to the Lok Sabha but
even after the elections and the formation of the Janata
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Government. Law Minister Shanti Bhushan recently said
“Shri Jagjivan Ram has kept the flame of democracy burn-
ing. Once again he has stood firm for democracy and the
democratic values cherished by him all his life. Indian
democracy owes a debt to Babu Jagjivan Ram.”

It is said that newspapers reflect the opinion and wishes
of the people. They are choosy in eulogising a politician
and do so only when people all around express themselves
strongly. Prominent newspaper columnist S. Nihal Singh of
the Statesman wrote ‘‘Mr. Jagjivan Ram has emerged in a
pivotal position because he has opened up a viable alter-
native for a lot of Congressmen, now and in the post-
election phase. Even more significant than the number of
Congressmen who have joined the Congress for Damocracy
is the appeal Mr. Jagjivan Ram has for the bulk of those
remaining in the party, for one thing, they know that most
of them have been renominated party candidates by virtue
of Mr. Jagjivan Ram’s dramatic decision. Secondly, they
now know where to turn to for help in a future crises...
Many of the Congressmen remaining in the organisation
feel closer to Mr. Jagijivan Ram than to the prevailing party
power structure.”

Free Press Journal of Bombay wrote “it is becoming
increasingly evident that the fast changing twists and
turns in the nation’s political landscape, spurred by
Mr. Jagjivan Ram’s totally unexpected and sudden exit
from the Congress, have put out of gear the ruling party’s
election strategy in many states’.

Everyone—politicians, newspapermen and the masses—
acknowledged that Babuji’s resignation from the Congress
worked as a decisive blow to the forces that had unleashed
Emergency and had created vicious atmosphere full of fear
and intimidation. His exit, therefore, not only strengthened
the then opposition forces but injected an element of panic
within the Congress as well.

Certain opportunists who had benefitted during the dark
days of Emergency however indulged in mud slinging and
spread the canard that Babuji did not revolt and resign all
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the 19 months of emergency. It suited these professional
maligners and paid propagandists to ignore cogent reasons
given by Babuji in several statements made after his resigna-
tion outlining the reasons for his waiting for a proper time
to show his resentment against the forces of oppression.
Ruthlessly wielding power, Mrs. Gandhi would not have
spared Babuji if he had resigned anywhere during the days
of Emergency when press was gagged and the arrest of
Jayaprakash Narayan and other prominent leaders was not
allowed to be reported.

Babuji’s statement at the fitst public meeting at Ramlila
Ground provides the most appropriate answer. He said:
Today it is being asked why I resigned after so many
months. Do I have to resign on a day suitable to Mrs.
Indira Gandhi. If I had resigned earlier, people would not
have known about it. I wanted the entire people to know
so that I could tell them the reason.

He made similar statements in several other meetings.
In Chandigarh he said when he was in the Central Cabinet
he was feeling as suffocated as the 600 million people of the
country. I was in fact waiting for a chance to loosen the
stranglehold, and be a free man...If she had got the scent
of my plan to resign, she would have moved some other
card—and his urge for his own freedom and the freedom >f
the people would have been trumped.”

In fact Shri Jagjivan Ram had found the dictatorial
traits in Mrs. Indira Gandhi when she refused to quit after
the Allahabad High Court judgement went against her.
Only he could assess how much vindictive she could be.
Newspaper columnists have mentioned on several occasions
that among the then Cabinet Ministers, only Shri Jagjivan
Ram had the courage to suggest Mrs. Gandhi to resign after
the Allahabad verdict. Instead of setting healthy traditions,
Mrs. Gandhi not only clung to power but started organising
“rallies” through her paid agents.

It is now a well-known fact that Mrs. Gandhi never
took her cabinet colleagues into confidence while imposing
emergency or dissolving Lok Sabha to hold elections.
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Babuji had also acknowledged it and said that over the
years many Pradesh Congress and district Committees hafl
been superseded and ad joc committees appointed in their
Place.  These matters were never brought before the
Congress Working Committee. “The tendencies towards
despotic rule in the Congress organisation as also in the
administration of the country are increasing alarmingly..’.’
Emergency was imposed without the knowledge of Babujl.
Once imposed, Babuji never wanted it to continue after a
Certain period. At a press conference in Bombay on
February 27, Babuji said “I expected that the emergency
Was for a short period. I did not expect Mrs. Gandhi
Wf?llld misuse the emergency”. Again in Chandigarh, he
said Mrs. Gandhi had “crushed democracy. She had made
the people poorer—they had neither rights nor liberties.”

Mrs. Gandhi had the habit of using leaders to prop up
her image and discard them at her convenience. She would
get all the credit for good things done by the Government
and pass on discredit and blame for failures on others.
Babuji aptly described it in his press conference in New
Dethi when he was asked to comment on the Prime
Minister’s off repeated complaint that she had been stabbed
in the back by her colleagues. Babuji asked if there was any
person worth the name in the country whom she has tried
not to humiliate? Has she not betrayed the couutry on
many occasions in regard to various economic Pprogrammes
that she announced? Does she expect that in such a situation
honourable persons will stick to her at all times? And if
any person finds her company inconvenient and not to the
benefit of the country, why should she feel that she has
been stabbed in the back? Has she cared to count how many
persons she has completely annihilated, of course, politi-
cally.

Babuji obviously realised that the blows being given to
democracy by Mrs. Gandhi will completely annihilate
this system for ever, In Bhiwani, he said “when he found
that she had renounced the democratic principles and was
establishing one-party rule in the country, he had no alter-
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native but to leave the party and fight for restoration of
democracy in the country.”

The Congress Party has all along been adorned by the
people because it spearheaded the freedom movement and
followed the best democratic traditions during the Prime
Ministership of Jawaharlal Nehru and Lal Bahadur Shastri.
Babuji who had been the backbone of the Congress for
several years never wanted to leave it, much less revolt
against it. He would not have thought of resigning from
the Party even when he went to meet Mrs. Gandhi on that
fateful day of February 1, 1977 to put her wise by telling
her to withdraw emergency and restore press freedom. In
his letter to Mrs. Gandhi on February 2, Babuji wrote:
“When I called on you last evening at 4.45 P.M-, I pleaded
Wwith you for lifting ‘the Emergency’ as the prevailing condi-
tion in the country do not justify its continuance any longer.
I further explained that any situation arising after the lifting
of the emergency can be dealt with by normal laws of the
land and no extraordinary measures were necessary.

“You expressed your reluctance to end the Emergency
as the Home Ministry has already examined it and did not
find it possible to lift the emergency. After this it was
unnecessary to further pursue the matter and I left.

“The country today is under double Emergency. Besides
there are some extraordinary laws in operation. Citizens of
the country have been deprived of all their freedoms—free-
dom of expression, freedom of association, freedom of assem-
ly, freedom of movement etc. etc. Life and liberties of the
Citizens are not safe. Any citizen can be deprived of his life,
his liberty and his property by the Government without any
remedy—Ilegal or administrative—being available to him.
Executive today is vested with cxtraordinary powers with no
check on their action. There are instances where innocent
citizens have been detained only because some politician
in power or his henchman or an executive was displeased
with them. Houses of many citizens in many parts of the
country have been demolished. A fear psychosis has over-
taken the whole nation. People are living in a state of
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constant fear and are silently suffering. This is bad for
any country, more so for a democracy. Therefore, it is
necessary that the Emergencies are ended, all extraodinary
laws are made inoperative and freedom of the people are
restored so that the entire nation can be rescued from the
state of impotence to which it has been reduced at present.

““It is, however, obvious that you are not prepared to
do this. Therefore, one will be justified in drawing the
conclusion that the government wants to sustain itself—
perpetuate itself—by measures like the Emergencies and the
extraordianary laws. It is difficult for me to associate my-
self with such a dispensation any longer. I am therefore,
sending my resignation herewith from your cabinet and
request you for its immediate acceptance.”

That Babuji and his associates had resigned from the
Congress to save democracy is evident from the statement
issued by them. It said :

We have supported Mrs. Indira Gandhi so far since 1969
because she had proclaimed a policy which promised to be
the continuation of the best traditions of the Indian National
Congress as adumbrated by Gandhiji. We extended to her
our unstinted loyalty and support so far because she had
promised to eliminate narrow personal loyalties and bossism
from the Congress organisation, had announced various pro-
gressive measures and had given an assurance of ending
social disparities and uplifting the scheduled castes, scheduled
tribes and the weaker section by ending proverty as
conveyed by her slogan of *‘Garibi Hatao™.

However, developments since the declaration of Emer-
gency in June, 1975 have generated most ominous trends in
our country, which seem to be reversing not merely the pro-
mises and professions of the Indian National Congress since
1969, but decency and integrity in public life and also the
rudimentary norms of democracy. The internal democracy
of the Congress organisation at all levels has been not only
abridged but has almost been abolished. Indiscipline with-
in the Congress both in organisational and parliamentarv
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(legislative) wings has not only been tolerated but instigated
and encouraged from above. Most dangerous procedures
have been adopted to topple those chief ministers who do
not submit to the dictates of some individuals though they
enjoy comfortable majorities in their respective legislature
parties. Such outers are achieved through intrigue, threat
and allurement unknown in the history of the Congress.

In this way, a system of concentrating power in a
coterie or even an individual has been ruthlessly taken re-
course to. Tendencies towards despotic rule in the Congress.
organisation as also in the administration of the country are
increasing alarmingly. The basic tenets of democracy and
socialism to which the Congress has been committed since
the thirties are being violated with impunity. The device of
authorisation has been invented to complete the process of

authoritarianism.

Congressmen at all levels do not like these trends but
have been overawed to silence and are living in a suffocating.
condition. The silent majority in the Congress is restive

" and impatiently waiting for a lead to resurrect democracy in
the organisation and in the country. Millions of Congress-
men, students, youth, peasants and workers, intellectuals
and masses gladly underwent untold suffering and sacrifice
at the call of the motherland to free her from foreign sub-
jugation. The motherland calls once again to guard and
preserve democracy to protect human values so that
INDIA and 1INDIA alone becomes strong and prosperous.

It is in this context that we have taken the fateful
decision to appeal directly to Congressmen, to the youth, to
intelligensia and to the people in general to come forward
and prevent the impending reversal of the basic direction of
Indian political life set out before us by the founding.

fathers of the republic.

We are convinced that we would be open to the charge:
of gross dereliction of our duty and obligation to the people
of our country if we did not take them into confidence at
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this decisive hour. Any suffering for the sake of the cause
will not be shirked. We have faith in the people.

We have chosen this moment to appeal to them in view
of the fact that the coming general election to the Lok Sabha
provides, pehaps the last opportunity for preventing the total
reversal of the nation’s cherished policies, And for correct-
ing the illegitimacy that predominates in several aspect of
our national life.

We are, however, convinced that conditions are yet to
be created for a free expression of the popular will and as
such we demand in unequivocal terms:

—the immediate withdrawal of the Emergency;
—the repeal of MISA;

—the release of all political prisoners held under arbi-
trary laws;

—the repeal of the Prevention of Publication of
Objectionable Matters Act;

—the restoration of the Feroze Gandhi Act ensuring
immunity for the publication of parliamentary proceedings;

—the declaration by the Government that the police
and para-military force shall not be used in the election in
any manner that may intimidate the voters;

—the Government machinery shall not be used in any

manner for the purpose of promoting the interest and image
of any person in political life; and

—the Government’s mass media, particularly the radio
and the television shall observe the norms that prevailed
before Emergency.

Any party believing in parliamentry system of govern-
ment cannot possibly consider going to the electorate to seek
legitimacy for itself without fulfilling these minimum condi-
tions for a free expression of popular verdict,

We appeal to all right-thinking Congressmen, who
‘cherish democratic traditions of the Congress organisation,
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to seriously consider the grave impairment of democratic
norms and procedures which has recently afflicted the Con--
gress organisation.

Many duly elected Congress committees at pradesh and
district levels have been arbitrarily replaced by ad /oc com-
mittees. The AICC, which has always been a predominantly
elected body having only ten percent nominated members
with no voting rights, has of late been reduced to a sub-
missive ratifying committee with nearly half of its members
selected by nomination. Political and organisational
decisions of grave consequences have been announced at
random by persons having no locus standi in the Congress
organisation and such decisions have often been taken behind
the back of even the Congress Working Committee,

Therefore, now is the time for all Congressmen to assert
themseleves openly, and with the aid of the people, who
hold the Indian National Congress as the repository of their
emergence to nationhood, to reverse the current drift to
disaster.

We appeal to all right-thinking Congressmen, who have
the interests of India’s toiling millions in their heart, to
realise that the 20 point programme has virtually been push-
ed to the back-ground, thanks to the emphasis on certain
new programmatic points, and through a whole series of
major concessions granted to vested interests, while denying
the working class their rightful claims.

In this connection, it is necessary to visualise the grave
consequences of the manner in which land reforms have been
relegated to a seccondary position and the way the rule of
law for all pratical purposes has yielded place to rule of men.
This has seriously eroded the credibility of the highest
authorities of the land on the one hand, and has created
grave feelings of insecurity in the minds of the poor masses
as well as the minority communities on the other.

The very purpose of all our social and economic pro-
grammes is being defeated and the common people are being
alienated from the Congress and the government.



62 Vital Role in Restoring Democracy

We are convinced that a leadership which alienates the
minorities and the havenots from the Congress organisation
is throwing to the winds the most important planks of the
Indian National Congress and the Indian political system.

We have chosen to come out openly at this hour also
because we feel that such grave impairment of the confidence
of the minorities may ultimately disrupt the integrity of the
nation itself. We shall do all in our power to restore the
confidence of the minorities and the weaker sections of the
people.

We would like to reiterate that our objective is the
defence of the best traditions of the Indian National
Congress. The restoration of decency and integrity in
public life, the prevention of the current drift of our
democratic system in the direction of a regime of authori-
tarian and self-centered establishment. We have decided
to stand by the long suffering people of this country, the
poor and the deprived, no matter what price we have to
pay.

In this solemn endeavour we seek active cooperation of
all forward looking forces of our country and we appeal to
all right-thinking Congressmen to respond to the call of their
conscience. This is a crucial moment when the defence of
democracy is the supreme task facing our nation.

We go into this crusade with unflinching faith in our
people and in the triumph of our cause,
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a1 afadi W o oafs gEm ¥ fy Q@ AT DSET HY
Y &1 AT FIAT G297 |

SEAT O W WIEARAT uFar @ A1 39 Sias amfF
AR FT ATA FI |, qur gafaqia F@Ewai &1 Gonfaa
FW A, AT TZT 3T A ofar F GFT F | IR EECC
I FT FATAT FT SEIATA AAAT Q0T FY FLAT AR |

fergea™ # afvady afcada am & fey wewwm %o, wEgwAr
T, IR T @ AT, Tiget sedT, SiHeT UH HAIET
Atfgat afe AgEWEl 7 a5 watw Bear, s 9N QR SaA
FEH &9 F ogar faar ) @afeds & QU @Y ¥ 7 Faw g
g afwdl & e @il g afes agelt T Sar aret
F1 A SfaT greed sreg g



gArR A

ATATSY STTS

FIFST FT ATA @F L ANF GG AT FT AW T o
¥ Fggdt 9fawT F g+t & | Fgs qaT ahaar aEl aHEEl s
g1 sawr g ¥ foar g F v anAar & e qig gw )
SAHT S{1a JEAT QF GEIAAT FT FAIGT HIH G | GRIQ@T T
JOT Y AIF THT SAF! (AAGAT & | IETLQT TIT q1GFAT AT
T g | afgeuar sad srfwer €1

qgaifras sitaq

SAFT GG g T AR T AT § 1 1936 IATE
§ fage fagm oftwg & @zer F a0 3 Srfas ffas oz sao-
AT T | AT fAatea g7 ¥ ST 1 ATH T 1937 § fagw
faam @aT & waex faifad go | S99 T IgAT ST g7 47 )
firrg TaAT & Garfias waRe @14 F FIR FAG A G FAFT
w1 Ag) FRaT | o gay ad aw wgiA ogfean sfeivew @@
& Far = ggens qq@ & whAHeA AW F1 qIw fawr ) ag
FETAG GIHTT AT ot | =Y g qoar A9 faam=t J avgsfy a0y
HAY 92 FT AT IJHT ArgaFr s-are qqrE Far 1w angs A
ST ehafissr z@ ¥ wg AT g8 | §F AL AAAT F ANE § g7
ATETRTT # qorgq Aig 9T g IAFT FEET SET @ FAT 7
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s gfez

T amifas e aregerar & atwam & ffeT /IR
Bl & dfer od qaifeq o ¥ At # g A9
FEA ¥ vy T T AT ,'g,—:q‘r gma F@ & faga fia wa
TR @A\ faeg gearr A anfedt ® QA-gEl w1 SEET
QAT ¥ 0 qemr gfor ¥ wAm frar ) SN afel w7
F N AT qure W 2 #Y agfaq T Faardl 93fa
T AL PRaT| 3 zw frq @ agy ot GEMEQ: 59 AW & 99
WA & Wddes Yar awy | ddei @ AGC § GA Iod q4T
I AT F oy e feeg s wedE 3T A AW
¥ ag g FEllgE g1 war 1§ wer AE F AW S fafasr
9T SR ST w@X w7 ¥ us afzd A@F F €9 H S
®R)

ST afemay eafeme wefaw e @ @faa T @

11 R foqear qave A w Fe0m geee & AfFEew d@
AHHAT & A9 gfegag GHaT T )

ST F1H faer SAFY TEs § deAT 941 9§ AwEdr & Hig
qu FET I TeHA afe &1 s wfas F sfyas a9r
SHET THEATSAN @7 wEw P GRAT | SEd S @I | IR
FT AR | 1948 7 UrATsS gEET SRR UAE, BIA AT
Az 6T T A oW UaE 9T 1948 FT UIIATES TS B
IAT TH & AT FA Arger 1 47 A £ |

o &t § @ &< w1 a1ge 3 waw qEn U gAY
AT A ATt IR AFATC T |

IRAT i FY sASWIH wfEgr F g@E@er § 99T Ig
safeeed gear-wait & =7 & swe v 1 qdff wifpeqm @1 Afafafua
A WA Y fafyg e (AT 410 agt ¥ argl @ Wi § A
A F fau frag &1 T A | 7 AT AT § qraraor 6 TAT AT
S AT 56 iy geA A A A oy iy eafy qfEEEE
¥ 77 T 2 it 7z qrfpear A& AR O A 7 g A A



AR AT 77

dtery arr @t sAF fawy § 1 feg fagea 1 sAagR J afzfora
< fe@m e 1 & | arge 7 o wer 9g F faarnr

7 ¥ o F7 G 5T fawasl qea §37 a qAqF FIATT
gl Frafa sfgrm § g e g0 feeg 1971 F arfesae
& arga gu gE | atgsh uw yagd qAmfa fag g & w9 3=
T LT BHT AAAT I T TqqeAAT | AT AGAT AT & 9T I
§ gay, g uF @areE & =7 § a8t | gz @way ¥ g fEeg
FE-ATH FW F g 4 1 g yay wfa = fF aedaee
SAT fAarst &1 gAYy fged genT 4T & gry 9999 A
STAHT AT AT 9T | qIgely ¥ wgré @y {Feg ga @audl &
faar fasraaT sreq &Y | gwaq: wa sfagr § ag agad Sqdfed
g1 AiNSh F wikd@ w7 AIRE gEm™  arel ag oHged gedr g fE
sfagra # faenzola @it 5@ #@gw fasa &1 aEsfEs &7 8
st F &1 wAE R X S fear @), feeg sfgm sw A & adr
& ®q § ST FT LV AFAT 7 )

geaer 92 ¥ QF AT gF wTA § um Fre ¥ afaw ot
AT WG NI H A 4\ gIqe 3@ IHG fafqa 41, qAMgE
sggEAT AL IB AT | fofeg argsit § g7 a1 <ug qEEAT AT
gf &1 AT gT qF Aot q9F-eraw @y (SANaT qA) A€
STEy V0 T AlgS 7 oag #w% framr o T § amgs S FA
YT FIAY, UF & AT ;e F gFT AqA AT |

argent FT ToETrar zfagre aw € @ifaq agf &1 70 I A
ggear ¥ 9gFd gu W 3 afFw FAnh g q3w ¥ ArwaeT S
A g @ g FEw @ @ fafaa ® ) ey qmmEd afa w@
qed &IA BT ATFL L@FHT T HIA TSN AAFT AT, Ig  IAHT
qfiqga qfz 978 VAT aqrg gg o7 | waq I & @
ggraTa AT FAAAT Fw gomr | fazg wEeRrad § @fad @
g1 | AFaifa® et £ arg F1 aigst & favia § gwEr afq
qer &7 | STA-ATE H uF famEm Swo9sT, aErEEl a3y
gy Y 3T drwaa &1 fme g gfqeer faely | g8 9w g@9F AT

% srfasrdd Frgsit 1 € 1
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ATIRATEY T GG FIAT TF aga a1 ud Qfagifas @ &
T, g A T o A

AFAT BT qE TR AT AAGT FA A (& F A
VT g | FAFF-ATE A AAT-ATAGT FY gaAT FAH | ATATIATEG &
¥ AERAT TEHAT FOAAET FT @ AR 9 GAE AT
T FT FT AR AT, anfass, sgaa fag safwdi 93 gaifus
fasie gar Tarwfas &1 gad ot awear ¥ gt argel smET <@
AT AT, ST LT, Sy Y TG AT AT
FAAT § ITHT AT AT Y FFR F § A9 gHA
faz grin

59079
27378



““(Shri Jagjivan Ram’s resignation from the Cabinet and
the Congress) is a historic moment and | think that the
forthcoming elections would change the direction of
history and democracy as well as our democratic institu-
tions would get a fresh lease of life and strengthen the
power of the people........."

—Shri Jayaprakash Narayan

““Gandhiji used to create great men out of dust-but Shri
Jagjivan Ram stepped in to save great men when they
were all being turned to dust by his bold step before the
recent Lok Sabha elections...... K

—President of India
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