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IN'fRODUCTION 

On~ of the glbries of Viet Nam is 
the di'versity ·of the peoples Who ' i'n'tln.bit 
it. 'l1·bJs dive.r:.sitydoes nqt m·ea~ disuni­
ty, any more ~han the differences between 
eyes, 'ears; nose, · arid mouth means disunity 
on a face~ 

An important element in this na­
tionp._l unity is the , high _!iJ_g__racy rate. 
The government of Viet Nam is truly proud 
of th:i..s and · rs··maldn:g an effort to raise 
th:is . level. · It is r _ecogntzed that the 
mother tongu9s of the _:v.nr:Lous · peop~es 
within the nation are . me-dia of communi­
cation worthy_ of rese~rch and pubiica­
tion. _ The government also recognizes 
t~nt thcsc ' vuriotis lanturiges ate impor­
tnnt bridges to the thorough knowledge 
of the national lartgua~A. 

This ~pok is one .of many published 
by the governmen~ for the different 
lang~age groups represented among its -
citizens~ The language bridge of these 
primers demonstrates the understanding 
and mutual respect which exists between 
the government and the peoi,le. 

The Summer Institute of Linguis.­
tics, affiliated with the University of 
North Dakota, and under the direction o~ 
Dr~ Richards~ Pittman, has received per-
1:aission from the Presidency to do research 
:i..n the various languages of Viet Nam and 
has contributed its able assistance in 
research and in the compilation of this 
book. 

March, . 1962 

Bil Ba Kh6 
Chief · of Cabinet 

Deportment of National Education 



Preface 

White Tai I 
This is the first book in a 

series of primers f9r learn:i,ng White 

Tai ·written with the Vietnamese orthog­

raphy. The purpose _of . this series is 

to teach them to read Vietnamese by 

means of .teaching them to read Tai 

written like Vietnamese first. 

This book teaches the letters: 

~, a, i, h; and it also teaches the 

tone marks high('), low risin'g ( 1
), 

an_d low glottaled (.). Tlhi te · Tai does 

not have the .· rising glottaled tone 

(~); we use that tone mark to indicate 
0 tone which ~ietna@ese does not have. 

That tone is pronounced higher than 

the no-rmal (unmarked) tone with a 
final glottal stop. 

Moreover, every page has the 

Tai script and the Tai romanization 

by itir. Martini, followed by the mean­
ing in Vietnamese. 

Finally, we wish to express 
our appreciation to Mr. Huynh Phu 

Nhi~u and 1
~ .. r. I>it!u Chinh Th~ch who 

have helped in the preparation of 
this book~ 

Author 

March, 1962 
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ha 
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Glossary 

aunt 
.brother, father 
look for 

five 

shoe 

ugly 

sister, t1other 

(imperative) 

dog 

corae 

horse 

bear 

have 

the (animol classi­

fier; human classi­
fier) 
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LOI GIOI TH1eu 

Mpt tro11g 11ltu-11g il9c-sJc cu~ 111t'tfc Pift-N11m la w k.ltac 
bi/ t vt J/i,1-cku11g. S!" k.ltac /Jift nay k.!td11g co 11glt1a la 1<_!td11g 
tklng-11/,/t cii11g 11!11r w k.lrac /Jilt gi,r11 -mJt, tai, miii va mi/11g 
k.M11g /i,,n mit S!t' ltoa-lt{J"p CUil l(_lr11J11 111tU. 

Y lu t/ ljllll1t-lrp11g CUil S!t' t!ttS',,g-,,ldt ,pt!c-gia Ill tj-sl rat 
cno cun ,,ku-11g 11glt'rri kay cltu-. Ckf11k-pltu Vift-Nam tktjt t~ltao 
vi Ji'lu nay Vil cl-gJ11g 11J111g CllO tr)11lt-Jp ly. Nktj11 tlttfy cac 
tltw til11g mr ile c,ia cac Jii.11-cltu11g tro,,g 1tU'o-c illu 111 11ltw11g 
c!t11yl11.itgu- ila,,g 11gkie11-cfu va p!tl /Jiln, C!tl11lt-p!tu ciing cJng. 
11lt#1111ltir11g 11gJ11-11grr nay la ,,kirng 11ltjp c;Ju ljllalt-trpng ill tlttfu­
tri/t Qulc-11gir, 

Quyln sack nay la m#t trong 11!tu-11g stic!t vo--long Jo C!tlnlt­
p!t,; x11lt-l11i11 JI c11.11g-clp cho cd11g-JJ11 tkupc 11kiiu 11gJ11-11gir 
khnc 11hnu. Nltjp Cdll so11g-11gir CUil 11hir11g sack vir-l011g 11ay 
cl,,,..,,g-111i11k S!t' tM,,g-ctlm va l011g ilt'(rHg-k.£11/, giira C!tl11k-pkii 
Vil 11frJ11-JJ11, 

Pi/11 Ckuye11-k_ltJo Ngu--ltpc tltupc B'!i-Hpc-Blt'rn,g Nortlt 
Dnk.ota (Tlte Summer l11stit11te of Li11guistics 11//iliateil wit/, tke 
U1tiversity of North Dak.otn) Jo giJo-slt' l(_iclr11,J S. Pittman 
hlt'tfng t!J11, il1r!)"c Pit,; Tl11g-TltiJ',,g clto pltep S1111g 11gltil11-c1fr1 
aic 11go11-11gir l'!i Vi/t-Nam, Jii gap pJ,)J,, JJc-!fl'C VIIO vifc lie11-
/c.lulo t#,p s,lc/, 11iy. 

Thang Ba, n~m 1962 

96-BA-KHE 
Chanh Vlm Phong B9 Quoc-Gla Glao-Dyc 



' , \. 

LOI NOi &AU 

Day la cuon sach thCr nh, trong bl? sach va-long t~p 

d9c chir Thai-Trang viet b~ng Quoc-Ngii, Mvc-dfch cua 

b9 nay la giup nguai ta d9c tieng Vi~t b~ng each dc;1y d9c 

tieng Thai viet theo tieng Vi~t tnr&c. 

Cuon sach nay d;;,y ve cac van ; u, o, P, D• 

Ngoai ra, tren mbi trang con c6 cho- Thai co va cha­

Thai m6-i cua Ong Martini, kem theo nghTa Mng ti~ng 

Vi~t. 

Sau het chCmg toi xin ghi-nh~n nO'i day long biet O'n 

cua chung t6i v&i hc;,a-sT Huynh-phu-Nhieu Va quf ba 

Oeo-n~ng-Nit va Oieu-n~ng-Zane da giup chung t6i tr.nh 

bay cuon sach nay. 

SO~N-GIA 
Th6ng 3, 1962 
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mi two hmou. 
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~ . 
ml 

aa mi two hmou. 

tO 

~ . 
ml 

ha 

aa mi haaz two hmou. 

1 

mu. 

to mu. 

to mu. 

c6 con heo. 

co c6 con heo. 

co c6 nam con heo. 
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01 

au 

au 

, . 

to 

I au 

aw aw 

aaiz aw two hmou. 

ix aw two hmou. 

aa aw two hmou. 

a 

au 

mu. 

to mu. 

au to mu. 

lay lay 

anh lay con heo. 

chj lay con heo. 

co lay con heo, 



hau 

hau 

hau 

t6 mu. 

ma. 

au 
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ml 

to mu. 

to mu . 

.,~, W\.,(' J..,./ vV?, w< 
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vVh v.&., w..✓ M vv:>, ,:Y --.✓ ~ 
) ~ 

qw two hmou. lay con heo. 

raw maa. chung ta den. 

raw aw two hmou. chung ta lay con heo. 

raw mi two hmou. chung ta c6 con heo. 
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h6 

ho 
ho 

hau ho hai. 

hau ho 

hau 

hox hox hox 

raw hox raai. 

raw hox raai aa. 

raw hox aw raai aa. 

hai a. 

ho au · hai 

vV), ~~ V)1~ 

vYJ, JI.~ v~, ~,{Y ~, 

g6i g6i g6i 

chung ta g6i giay. 

chung ta g6i giay co. 

a. 

chung ta g6i VO lay 9iay co. 
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to 

to 

to 
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mu. ao 

ao 
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aaw aw two hmou. chu lay con heo. 

aaw mi two hmou. chu c6 con heo. 

aaw aw two hmou mao. chu lay con heo den day. 

aw aaw aaw aw aaw lay chu chu lay chu 

_, 
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a1 hin to mu. 

a hin to mu. 

ao hin to mu. 

hau hin to mu. 

~,~~YVV\/iV 
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4,) .J{'J vv-.✓Jwl 
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aaiz hin two hmou. 

aa hin two hmou. 

aaw hin two hmou. 

raw hin two hmou. 

anh they con heo. 

co they con heo. 

chu they con heo. 

chung ta they con heo. 



tO nu 
hau hin to nu. 

hau au to nu. 

hau ho to nu. 

mu nu 

v,.,,.,-,.l &/ vVJ, J-/J ._..✓ M vv:>, 
) ) 

~V),~~ W\✓~ -¥ M 
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two hnou 

'raw hin two hnou. 

raw aw two hnou. 

raw hox two hnou. 

hmou hnou 

con chu9t 

chung ta thay con chu{>t. 

chung ta lay con chu{>t. 

chung ta g6i con chu{>t. 

heo chu{>t 
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m1 td pu. 

hau hin td pu. 

hau au to 

~') ;y VV\✓ J 
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✓ VJ, ✓~, VV\✓ s­
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aaw mi two pou. 

haw hin two pou. 

haw aw two pou. 

haw mi two pou. 

pu. 

hau -. 
ml to pu. 

✓ V"), J--iY ...... ✓ s 
) 

v-V), ..:y -✓S-
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chu c6 con cua. 

chung ta they con cua. 

chung ta lay con cua. 

chung ta c6 con cuo. 
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to pu • nip 00. 

, 

to . 
pu nip a. 

, . 7 • to pu nip al. 
, 
• to pu nip hau . 

-
nu pu mu 

mu nu pu 

VY\✓ sU✓ 4,) 
) 

'""'✓ S-~✓~, 
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--.✓ s-'J!:.r✓ 4,<Y vv-.✓ r M✓.,V), 
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two pou hnib aaw. 
two pou hnib ao. 
two pou hnib oaiz. 
two pou hnib raw. 
hnou pou hmou 
hrnou hnou dou 

~ M~ 
> J J 

con cuo c{lp chu, 
con cua c(Jp co. 
con cuo c(ip onh. 
con cuo c(Jp chung ta. 
chuot cuo heo 
heo · chu9t cuo 
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00 

ao P9 

hau 

J; ✓A ..\ \) 

~\) ✓~ ✓Vl, 

ix 'poz aaw. 

aaw 'poz ix. 

aaw 'poz raw. 

raw 'poz aaw. 
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h~ .. au. 

P9 ao. 

, ~,) ✓l 

✓ 'vh Ji 

chi g{lp chu. 

chu g{lp chj. 

~" 
i,) 

chu g{lp chung ta. 

chung ta g{lp chu. 
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to pu . n91~. 

to • 
au pu no1. . 

Q ,. 
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ho to . 
au pu no1. . 

ho au to pu 
. 

not ~ ma. 

two pou- noiz. con cua nho. 

aw two pou noiz. lay con cuo nho. 

hox aw two pou noiz. g6i lay con cua nho. 

hox aw two pou noiz maa. g6i VO lay con cua nho den day. 
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to pu- ma 

to mu 

to nu 

to ma 

to . 
ml ma 

to 

--✓ S- YAM > 

vv.✓ Mv-A .JY 
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two pou maa hniz. 
two hmou maa hniz. 
two hnou maa hniz. 
two hmaa maa hniz. 
two hmi maa hniz. 
two maaz maa hniz, 

? . 
n I. 

? 
• n1. 
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ma • n1. 
? 

ma . 
n1. 

? . 
n1. 

? 

rna . 
n1. 

VV\✓iW'~JY 
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w.✓.Jw/. w< u 
~✓✓-✓- u 

con cua den doy. 
con heo den day. 
con chu9t den doy. 
con ch6 den day. 
con g6u den day. 
con ngva den day. 
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to pu 
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n1 . 
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nip ao. 

to pu n1 . h9i. 
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to . 
ml ~ ma • n I. 

to . 
ml 
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n1 . 

• 
n91. 

w--✓ s;:r h✓ l,) --.✓ < Y V'),¢,"" 

w-✓M~ .,;J --✓ .;.;/ 'Y ..r4~ 

two pou niz hnib aaw. con cua nay ci;ip chu. 

two pou niz roaiz. con cua nay xau. 

two hmi moo hniz. con gau den day. 

two hmi niz noiz. con gau nay nho. 
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. lao ma ha pa. 

~- . '~­

-~. t~ r;;:::~;:' 
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oaw moo hoa paa. chu den flm c6. 



-ao ma. 

ao ma ha pa. 

? 

~ • ao ma n,. 

~ ao ma 

aaw maa. 

aaw maa hao pao. 

oow moo hniz. 

oow moo poox niz. 

, • pa nt. . 

~\) ~ "'' C" 
J.,) ~ r-:- y 

chu den. 

chu den tim ca. 

chu den day. 

chu den ning nay. 



p6· ·r hi ? 

to ·ma • n1. 

--~~. 
~ to pa hi. 

hin to . ao pa "!• 
-ao hin to pa hi. 
-hin to hi 

. 
ao pa n !-

w-.✓ ~ ~ VV\✓S-:-~ ✓- M 
~.) ,J-..,:.f--.✓ S:-Y ~,., J-.iY vv..f S-:-- ~ 

two paa ri maa hniz. 
two paa ri. 
aaw hin two paa niz. 
aaw hin two paa ri. 
aaw hin two paa ri niz. 

con ca dai den doy. 
con ca dai. 
chu thay con ca nay. 
chu they con ca dai. 
chu thay con ca dai nay. 



.. 
au to .. ·pa ~ n!. 

au to pa 

ao 

ao 

au 

-. 
ml 

_,4, ""'✓~ y 

~,) "~' --✓ ~ ~ 

aw two paa niz. 

aw two paa ri. 

aaw ow two paa ri. 

aaw mi two paa ri. 

-hi. 

to pa 

to pa 

lay con CCI nay. 

lay con CCI dai. 

chu lay con CCI dai. 

chu c6 con CCI dai. 

17 

~ 
hi. 

-hi . 
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to pu ~ ma. 

to pu hin to pa. 

, 

to pu nip to pa. 
, 

to pu nip au to pa ao. 

~...r < vA -✓ < J-/'J' ~✓ K 
..,.,.✓ S-JY✓w-.✓.f": -.✓.r.J.:/✓ --~, -✓ J, 4,) 
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two pou maa. con cua den. 

two pou hin two paa. con cua thay con ca. 

two pou hnib two paa. con cua cc}p con ca. 

two pou hnib aw two paa aaw. con cua c{lp 16y con ca cua chu. 



-ao ma 

ao ~ ma 

ao 

hin 

caw mac hniz. 
caw mac haa paa. 
aaw hin two paa niz. 
aaw hin two poa noiz. 

? 
• 

n1. 

ha pa. 

hin to pa 

to pa 

chu den day. 
chu den tim ca. 

• no1. . . 

chu th6y con CCI nay. 
chu th6y con ca nho. 

• n I. • 
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ha 

ao 

ao 

to pa 

hin ha 

au ha 

-. 

• no1 . 
.... 

ma . 

to pa. 

to pa. 

• ao ml ha to pa n91. 

~ --.✓ ~ f~¥v/. i,) J-iY ih.--.✓ S:-

411 v~, ~. --.✓ ~ ~\) vY J-:i. vv..~rs-:- J'~~ 

haaz two paa noiz maa. nOm con CCI nho cten. 

aaw hin haaz two paa. chu they nOm con ca. 

aaw aw haaz two pea. . chu lay nOm con ca. 

aaw mi haaz two poa noiz. chu c6 nom con ca nho. 
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-. ha to • 
ao ml pa n1. . 

~ . . 
ao m1 ha to - pa nc;n. 

~ . ~ ao m1 po. 
? ·h? to - • ao ,--au . a pa ma n I. 

4,> vY J-:i. VV\✓ s. Y ~,) Y .>:,_-.✓ C ./~❖---. . 

aaw mi haaz two paa niz. 

aaw mi haaz two paa noiz. 

aaw mi 'po. 

chu c6 nOm con ca nay. 

chu c6 nom con ca nho . . 

chu c6 du. 
aaw aw haaz two paa maa hniz. chu lay nOm con ca cfen day. 



22 

ao 

na . 

na . 

na hin . 

oow moo hniz. 

naaz maa hniz. 

naaz 'poz aaw. 

naaz hin two paa aaw 

? 

ma . 
n1. 

? 

ma . 
n1 . 

P9 ao . 

to pa ao . 

./. vv< ~ 
J: ~I\ J VV\✓ .r--::- ~\"\ 

chu den day. 

d1 den day. 

dl g{ip chu. 

dl they con ca cua chu. 
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hau 
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ha 

au 

au 

~ . 
m1 

to pa. 

to pa ao. 

ha to pa ma 

ha to pa. 

-..1' ~~, ~- w,.y{' ~ w"\ M vY"h ~J).v,,n<~ 

naoz haa two paa. dl tlm con ca 
. , 

noaz aw two paa aaw. di lay con ca cua chu . 
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? . . 
n1. 

naoz aw haaz two paa maa hniz. dl lay nOm con ca den day. 

raw mi haaz two paa . chung ta c6 nam con ca. 
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au 

hau 

hi 

hin 

h6 

mu 

nl 

nip 

n9i 

nu 

pa 

P9 

pu 

CHU' 

Vl$T 

chu 

Uiy 

chung ta 

dai 

thay 

g6i 

heo 

di; ctu 

day 

nay 

cJp 

nho 

ca 

rung 

du 

cua 

CHU' 

THAI CO 

J-.,':., 

"'' ~ 
'""' p 
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P✓ 

✓!.'Y' 

"1 
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C 
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✓~ 
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CHU' 

THAI .MO'I 

aaw 

aw 

raw 

ri 

hin 

hox 

hmou 

naaz 

hniz 

niz 

hnib 

noiz 

hnou 

paa 

paax 

'po 

'poz 

pou 
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