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Mathrubhumi Grandhavedi
Vidyavachaspati V. Panoli's Works

Upanishads in Sankara's Own Words' - Vols 1. to IV
Gita in Sankara's own words Vols.I & II
Adi Sankara's Vision of Reality

(A Discovery of Truths Hitherto Unknown)

About Mathrubhumi

This hallowed daily of Kerala, which
is the third in India from the point of view
of circulation,was founded Eighty years ago
at Calicut, for inculcating a sense of patri-
otism in the minds of the people of this land .

As regards the publication wing the
company has, of late, taken a decision that,
as far as possible, books of classic nature in
every branch of learning only should be
brought out. The unprecedented success
proved by the three classics mentioned
above shows that books of everlasting val-
ues will never fail to reach noble minds.

About-the Author

Vidyavachaspati Panoli has, with
courage and commensurate scholarship
came forward, to render in excellent Eng-
lish Sankara Bhashya on the Upanishads and
Gita . Not many have the vision, nor the
passion, nor indeed the erudition needed for
the great undertaking. The author places
India in debt, the West under obligation, the
world's spiritual literature under gratitude.
The works are the product -of a life-time

study.
Upanishads in Sankara's own words'

Vol.I Isavasya, kena katha and mandukya

Upanishads with the Karika of
Sri.Gaudapada Acharya (on Mandukya) - Rs. 245/.
Vol.II.Prasna,Mundaka, Taittriya and Aitareya- Rs. 375/-
VoLITI. Chhandogya .......ceceevcecruencncnencnsnns - Rs.585/-
Vol.IV. Brihadaranyaka ........cceccerueeucenene - Rs.485/-
out of print New edition will be published soon).

Gita in Sankara's Own Words'

Vol.I Chapter I. to VIII .................... - Rs. 96/-
Vol.II Chapter IX to XVIII ............... - Rs. 96/-
(out of print. New edition will be published .

soon).

ADI SANKARA'S VISION OF REALITY
(A Discovery of Truths Hitherto Unknown)....Rs.175/-

This book which upholds the
teaching of Sri. Adi Sankara in all jtg
pristine purity is the product of critica] -
study and researches of many decadeg
It exposes the myths about Sri. Sankara
and points out boldly how the sanctity,
of the message of the Acharya has becom
diminished on account of the interpo],.
tions that have crept into his works. It js a
cogent presentation of an erudite writer
whose scholarship about Sankara literature
is unsurpassed .

For trade enquiries :-
Sales Manager - Books
Mathrubhumi
Calicut - 673001
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May thoughts of goodwill come to us from all
directions, without any obstruction or
restraint, leading us to higher ideals, so that
we may be recipients of divine protection
without any hindrance from day to day for our
well-deserved growth.
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May Indra, with the opulent power of divine
hearing, be propitious to us. May the
Omniscient Piasan be propitious to us. May
Garuda, with His irresistible weapons, be
propitious to us. May Brhaspati be auspicious
to us.
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MESSAGE April 07, 2003

| am happy to leamn that Adi Shankara Jayanti Mahotsav is
being celebrated from May 4-6, 2003.

Shankara Jayanthi Mahotsav is being celebrated since 1992 in
a benefiting manner, by the Adi Sankara Vedanta Pratishthanam. Adi

Sankara, scholar, philosopher, sage and saint, belongs to the global
galaxy of masterminds.

Adi Sankara Vedanta Pratishthanam, Orissa, is functioning with
the objective of spreading and propagating the Advaitic message of
Adi Sankaracharya, resusciating the ancient Vedantic Heritage of

Bharat Varsha and promoting inter-religious harmony which is very
much needed at present throughout the world.

My best wishes for the grand success of the celebration.

e e
( K.R. MALKANI)
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Sri Sri Jagadguru Shankaracharya Mahasamstanam

Dakshinamnaya, Sri Sharada Peetam, Sringeri.

V.R. GOWRI SHANKAR, BE. DIISC. AMIMA,

Administrator
Sri Sringeri Math and its Properlies Sringeri - 577 139 (Karnataka - India)

May5,2003 o 638 Camp : Date -

Sri K Ramamurthy

President
Adi Shankara Vedanta Pratishthanam

Qrs.No. IVA-29/4, Unit Il
Bhubaneswar 751009
Qrissa

Dear Sir,

Received your letter of 1st April announcing the celebration of Adi
Shankara Jayanti Mahotsav from 4" to 6" May and placed at the Lotus

Feet of His Holiness with your pranams.

His Holiness is happy about the souvenir to be brought out by you on this
auspicious occasion.

Prayers are offered for the successful completion of the functions and the
gracious blessings of His Holiness are conveyed to you all to continue
your noble service and help the individual to take the path indicated by the

spiritual values of life.

Sri Sharada Chandramouliswara prasadams and Asirmanthrakshatas
blessed by His Holiness are also enclosed.

Yours sincerely

%'é\—v—vn/(gvvw
= =

(V.R. GOWRISHANKAR)

\W '.
- 08265-50123 Resi. 08265-50192 . Fax : 08265-50792 BW
S-080-860169g
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H.H.Swami Mukhyananda
Belur Math, Howrah (W.B.) 24th Feb. 2003
Dear Sri Niranjan Rath,

: to the
I have received your letter of 11.2.03 requesting a Message from me
Shri Shankara Jayanti Annual Souvenir for 2003. ) anti
I'have also received and gone through with keen interest, the Shri S.hankzrai?z Adi
Annual for 2002 on the topic of Adi Shankara and His Relevance, published by

) icles
Shankara Vedanta Pratishthanam, Bhubaneswar, under your able guidance. The art!
are very scholarly and informative.

Adi Shankara was a great spiritual genius as well as a perceptive philosol?her,l\’;’zo
combined in his life and works saintliness and devotion to truth with a rationa o
scientific approach, which enabled him to place philosophy and religion on a firm sct
tific and realizational basis. ) 2.

He established the spiritual harmony and unity of religions on the basis of Adval p
He proclaimed the true nature of man as the immortal Atman, transcending body a-“e
mind, and established its identity with the Infinite Sat - Chit - Ananda, Brahman, th
source and ground of the universe. He also showed the paths of realizing the same :

Shri Shankara deals with universal principles in his writings ; he had also sub.hm‘:1
poetic talent and vision and has composed many beautiful and inspiring stotras, divothn
as well as philosophical, besides his profound philosophical works and commen@eS-

Shri Shankara worked for the integration of society and its spiritual regeneration.
His life and works are relevant today in the modern context as they were in his own timfs
over 1200 years ago-rather his universal, rational and scientific thought and Ad.vaitxc
approach are more relevant today to compose the differences and to enable mankmd. to
realize its divinity and the supreme divine Reality in different ways and understanding
and without conflicts.

You are doing very good work to spread the great life and beneficial thought of

Shri Shankara through these Annuals and other spiritual activities. With blessings and
best wishes.

Yours own
Sd/-
(Swami Mukhyananda)



TAT TVAM ASI

Adl Shankara Vedanta Pratishthanam

Bhubaneswar
SriK. Ramamurthy, IAS (Retd.)
President
MESSAGE

2

Ihave been associated with Adi Shankara Vedanta Pratishthanam for more than decade,
Late D M Mishra, the founder President of this Institution requested me to take interest

in the activitjes of the organization. I readily agreed.

St Niranjan Rath, Secretary has done yeoman service in spreading the message of
Advaitg Vedanta. Almost every month a scholar is invited to deliver lecture on
Vedanta/any topic on the spiritual lore of this land. Every year on the auspicious occasion
of Shankars Jayanti Day eminent Professors from India and abroad are invited. They give

lectures oy, all the three days. All these lectures have great value in understanding Adj
Shankara’s Philosophy. A Souvenir is also published every year by this Organisation,
Many €minent scholars and spiritual persons write for the same. These articles are of
®Xt%2 ordinary value to the members and others who get free copies.

I have Presided over most of the monthly and annual meetings. I have personally
benefiteq from these,

Lam sure that g organisation is slowly and steadily reviving in Orissa the interest jn
Advaita Philosophy.

Twish a1 Success to this organization dedicated for this noble cause.

A

PRESIDENT
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In the resurgence of Orissa's economic growth, the participation of
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Editorial

Heartiest greetings and soulful good wishes, to all Shankarites and lover>
of the glorious spiritual heritage of this sacred land. Adi Shankara Veda"ta-
Pratishthanam since 1992, has been unceasingly bringing out Shankara Jayant
Volumes containing scholarly articles by eminent persohages.

This year's volume carries one article on the Viedic conception of God an
seven articles featuring various aspects of Shankara's writings and philosoP y

The volume starts with a comprehensive and analytical article "Vedic CO”"
ception of God in All Its Aspects” by H.H.Srimat Swami Mukhyanandaji Mahar?)
an exponent of Advaita Vedanta and the Acharya in Belur Math, Kolkata.

The second article is " Hastamalakacharya" by Dr. Satyadeva Mishra, Vice”
Chancellor, Rajasthan Sanskrit University, Joypore. The learned author has ably
unravelled hitherto unknown facts of Hastamalakacharya's life and philosophy :

Then follows articles by Dr. C.S. Ramakrishnan, Dr. Minati Kai
Sri PV.N.Swamy,, Dr. S. Revathi, Dr. R.l.Ingalalli and Dr. B.S.B. Joshi

Thus the volume is so designed to provide our discernig readers, variou’

facets of Shankara's writing and philosophy. It is hoped that the present volumé
would be well appreciated by the readers.

SANKARA JAYANTI

Prof. BIJAYANANDA KAR
6th May 2003 Editor



(

\—

FROM THE DESK OF GENERAL SECRETARY

WISDOM OF THE RIS *

The Rshis or the Vedic sages were seers of Truth. They were living mostly in

forests or on river banks. They preferred simple life with austere habits, that made

their minds free from worldly cares and anxities. Thus endowed with mind unruffled

and susceptible to the higher values of life, they were constantly engaged in
dialogues and debates on the mystery of universe and life. The awe-inspiring phe-
nomena of nature - clouds gathering, thunder, lightening , sun rising and setting,
moon waxing and waning-tormented their impeccable mind pouring out metaphysi-
cal questions; who is the author of this mysterious universe ? Who am | ? How am |

related to the creator and creation ? What is the meaning of life ?
To unravel the mystery, the Rshis dedicated their lives to deep contemplation

with unrelenting moral disciplines. This enabled them to rise above the drudgery of
conventional formalities. They pierced through the mystries of life and universe and

realised the TRUTH. They discovered the inexorable Cosmic Moral Law " Rtam",

that governs the working process in the Cosmos and realised the all pervading

divinity in man, unity in existence and unity in God and Man (Brahman and Atman).
Through self introspection and self analysis they achieved SELF KNOWLEDGE, the

saving kowledge. Through intuitional vision they ealised the unity behind and be-

yond all this apparent multiplicity. |
The Supreme Wisdom of the Rshis has been preserved unalloyed in the Vedas

and Upanishads .These corpus of scriptures aré apauruseya, nitya and svatah
Pramana .

————
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( The Vedic literature, which covers Mantras, Brahmanas, Aranyakas and
Upanishads, is regarded as the earliest bomposition of humanity . The Mantras are
the oldest aspect of Vedic literature and have been classified into four major
collections(Samhit3) - ) Rigveda Samhita (i) Yajur Veda Sambhita (iij) Samaveda Samhita
and (iv) Atharva Veda Samhita. Most of the mantras are addressed to the gods or
cosmic deities, that guard and function in different planes of existece. The Brahmanas
prescribe elaborate rituals like Rajasuya,Asvamedha,Agnishtoma for attaining earthly
sovereignty or heavenly joy. The language of Brahmanas are also symbolical signify-
ing cosmic phenomena. The speculative and iquisitive spirit.of the Brahmanas led to
the conception of Brahman as the ultimate Reality.

The Aranyakas and Upanishads transcend the Samhitas and Brahmanas in
their value. The Upanishadic seers were not only ascetics but also philosophers. They
raised perennial questions as to the creation of the universe and one's relation to it
inwardly and outwardly. The creation hymn of the Rigveda and Nasadiya Sukta pio-
neered the quest for the Absolute and in the thadéranyaka Upanishad the Asvamedha
sacrifice is contemplated as a process of the universe. Thus the Upanishadic seers
turned their search inward. The philosophy of the Upanishads is based on logic and
intuition. Dialogues, and discussions on the relation between the one and the many,
the problem of cause and effect relation and its implication on the ontological status of
both cause and effect, the primacy of BEING and the dependent status of beings and
so on have structured a total and integral philosophy. Total because it comprehends
everything sentient as well as insentient through the knowledge of the ONE and inte-
gral because everything of which BEING is the essence is dependent on and also
sustained by it. The Upanishads repeat again and again the oneness of jiva and
Brahman(jiva-brahma-aikya).

The principal Upanishads are Isa,Kena,Katha,Prasna,Mundaka,Mandukya,
Taitiriya,Aitareya, Chandogya and Brthadaranyaka. These contain sacred wisdom -,
the highest spiritual TRUTH (brahma vidya) Acharya Shankara wrote lucid and mas-
tarly commentaries on these Upanishads. The central teaching of the
Upanishads,according to him, is summed up in three propositions 1) Brahman is the

sole reality 2) the jiva in its essential nature is Brahman and 3) the world of plurality is
\

i
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illusory. Through these commentaries he interpreted the wisdom of the Rshis. The
Rshis summon everyone to break the veil of ignorance and strive delegently to
realise the DIVINITY within him.

This is the eternal spiritual pilgrimage, from creatureliness to blessedness,from

bondage to freedom.

Srnvantu visve amrtasya putrah i
aye dhamani divyani tasthuh,
Vedahametam purusam mahantam
aditya-varnam tamasaparastat
Tameva viditva atimrtyumeti
nanyah pantha vidyate ayanaya

X X X X
Uthisthata jagrata prapya varan
nibhodhata :

Ksurasya dhara nisita duratyaya
durgam pathastat kavayo vadanti

X X X X

We express our deep sense of veneration and gratitude to Sri K.Ramamurthy
IAS(Retd.) Patron - in Chief & President of ASVP and Sri K.C.Chand IRS(Retd.)
Vice-President, whose blessing and goodwill have been encouraging and inspiring
us to march ahead for achieving the avowed goal of the Pratishthanam.

Our reverential gratitude are due to Prof. D.A. Gangadhar Head of the Deptt
of Philosophy & Religion,Benaras Hindu University Varanasi, who has lovingly taken
much pain to be with us for three days. We have been amply rewarded by his
erudition and oratory.

We offer our deep sense of veneration and gratefulness to Dr. Sathyamurthi
supdt. A.S.l.,Bhubaneswar who has kindly graced the inaugural day. Our rev-
erential gratefulness goes to Dr. N.C.Panda, noted educationist and Literateur and

lii
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Dr. A.C.Sarangi,Vice Chancellor Sree Jagannath Sanskrit University,Puri whose
august presence in the succeeding two days has added grandeur to the function.

We are extremely grateful to Prof. Bijayananda Kar,Ex-Prof of philosophy,
Utkal University and the working President of the Pratishthanam for his weighty and
valuable Editorial and careful editing. Personally | owe to him much for his wise
suggestions and ready wit at crucial moments.

Our heartfelt thankfulness are due to all our learned contributors, whose
scholarly articles have enriched the value of this volume. | convey my sincerest
gratefulness and indebtness to Sri U.S.Murthy, a dedicated and committed soul
ever ready to help for any noble cause. | further, on behalf of the Pratishthanam,
extend my heartfelt thankfulness to all advertisers, sympathisers and donors, but
for whose generous help and co - operation this function would have been hardly
possible. Our sincerest thankfulness are due to H.H.Swami Dharma
Prakashanandaji, the President & the Secretary, Sivananda Sanskritika Kendra,
Bhubaneswar and the Members of the Divine Life Society for their hearty
co -operation in providing us the hall and other necessary accessories freely.
My personal thankfulness goes to all my colleagues and fellow brothers for
their dedication, selfless service and timely assistance. Sri Srinivas
Mohanty, Sri U.C. Das,Sri S.K. Chhotray and Sri H.Pati and Sri G.C.Panda
deserve special thanks for their active involvement and readiness coupled with
dynamism in making this function a grand success.

SANKARA JAYANTI NIRANJAN RATH
6th May 2003 General Secretary
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The Vedic Concept of God in All Its Aspects

Part - |

jgrom the most ancient times man? all
over the world has conceived of a powerful
being or
quasisupernatural, controlling the affairs of
the world. These conceptions have varied
from time to time, and from clime to clime,
but the basic idea of a powerful controller
has remained whether conceived crudely
or in a refined manner It was man's inher-
ent curiosity to understand himself and his
environment, and his need for physical and
psychological succour in a strangely hos-
tile and benevolent environemnt that gave
rise to a conception of God. These are the
factors again which have stimulated his
enquiry into the nature of God and His re-
lationship to the universe and its beings.
These conceptions of God have evolved
over the ages simultaneously with the
growth in the knowledge of man about him-
self and the surrounding nature, and influ-
enced by social and political developments.

Primitive Conceptions

In the beginning,conceptions of God
were of the character of just responseto
stimuli from external environment - in other

beings supernatural or -
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words, instinctive. Because they were
instictive, the primitives at times had pro-
found intuitive glimpses to Truth, which they
could not fully understand or rationally for-
mulate. They could not seprate them from
other crude tribal conceptions at the intel-
lectual level. But they gave very direct and
forceful expressions to these glimpses.
However God's existence was as-
sumed, based on faith that was never ques-
tioned. A conscious enquiry into God as
the cause of the universe sets in at a much
later stage and that again in only some parts
of the world and some civilizations. For the
rest, conceptions of God rested on the
stimuli-responsé basis, sometimes rein-
forced by sublime mystic insights and pro-
phetic utterances. As such they could not

" have any universal rational appeal or philo-

sophical and sciecntific value . They had
only religious value to the followers of
different cults and faiths, affording them psy-
chological and emotional satisfaction. Even
where a rational enquiry was instituted, in
most cases such enquiries could not get free
from the hold of religious theology . They
often got involved in religious terminology




and symbolism, and gradually relapsed into
dogmatic and credal sectarian views be-
cause passions and prejudices-racial, tribal
or national prevented the growth of a uni-
versal vision.

animate and inanimate, live,move and have
their being, and He loves all His creation
equally. But, He is still a person based on
faith, and generally male.

At the third stage, man shifts from

" human-centred conceptions of Personal

Three Stages in the Conception of God

In the early stage we find that man
and his world are the central theme of the
picture, and the God who created them in-
tervenes physically in the affairs of humans.
He has all the qualities of goodness and
failings of humans, only on a large scale,
but is powerful. The anthropomorphic con-
ceptions of humans, their desires and pas-
sions, cling to him. He has a definite form,
has an abode, has human qualities and is
moved by hatred and jealousy, has likes and
dislikes, favours some and pours his wrath
on others. He has his sons, daughters, an-
gels, prophets, chosen people, and so on.
And Satan opposes Him. He is like a pow-
erful autocratic king who does not brook
other gods or any opposition.

Itis only at a later stage that man tries
to shed his anthropomorphism and gradu-
ally rises to a purer conception of God a$
the source, sustenance and refuge of the
whole universe and all its beings, human or
non-human. God is divine. In Him all things,

God to Truth-centred philosophical enquiry.
God sheds even His 'He' - ness and remains
as the Truth and ground of the phenomenal
universe, the infinite impersonal spiritual
Realityin all Its glory, inspiring the function-
ing of the universe and its beings from
within, and receiving their homage as the
Source.lt is the home to which all will return
in the end for rest. The final rest is achieved
when the individual being realizes its unity
and identity with the universal Reality. This
also means cessaton of all outward move-
ments. There is no duality in the Infinite, and
hence no movement, no want, no fear or
sorrow: 'What delusion,what sorrow can
there be to him who realizes the oneness
of all Existence?’ 2 It is 'Peace that passeth
understanding'; para shanti (supreme
peace); moksha(freedom from all limita-
tions); and nirvana(cessation from all phe-
nomena).
The Uniqueness of Vedic Conceptions :
We find all these three types of con-
ception of God - especially the second and




third stages - reflected in the Vedic litera-
ture. Yaska an ancient Vedic etymologist,
classifies them in his Nirukta: the anthro-
pomorphic or natural (adhi-bhautika ),the
divine or supernatural (adhi-daivika) and
the philosophical or transcendental
(adhyatmika), culminating in the "highest
conception of the absolute spiritual Infinite

(nirguna Brahman) in Vedanta or the

Upanishads, which form the last portion of
Vedas.

In comparison with the conceptions
of God in other parts of the world, the con-
ceptions in the Vedic literature- the earliest
extant living literature in the world- are
unique in that a sort of enquiry or conscious
quest is associated with them from the very
beginning. They are not mere groping
apprehensions or instinctive beliefs . The
conceptions posited of a Personal God are
often questioned and analysed deliberately.
Progressively new solutions are offered to
overcome logical difficulties and to satisfy
psychological and emotional needs.

Another line of enquiry runs parallel
to these conceptions to meet the philosophi-
cal requirements of Truth and the actual
existence of a supreme divine Being. These
two conceptions - religious and philosophi-
cal, the Personal God (deva) and the Im-

personal Reality (sat)- run parallel, meet,
intermingle,and coalesce. As reflected in all
Hindu thought, all through the Vedic litera-
ture the approach to problems is synthetic
and comprehensive. Tt.2 approach is inclu-
sive and not exclusive, taking care not to
leave any loose ends. The conception of
God leads to the conception of the
absolute Reality (Brahman). Again, God is
derived from and treated as the phenom-
enal manifestation of the absolute Reality,
giving God thus an existential status. They
are two aspects of one and the same
Reality, Brahman (the infinite spiritual
Reality): 'Dual are manifestations of Brah-
man, the formed one ;¥ and the formless
one.’® They are the saguna (phenom-
enal or with attributes) and the nirguna
(noumenal or absolute) aspects of one
Brahman, Saguna Brahman is Personal
God, the Creator and Lord of the universe
(Tshvara), posseésed of all divine qualities;
and nirguna Brahman is the pure spiritual

~ Ground of the universe, which gives sub-

stance to the universe and makes its mani-
festation possible.

To be more accurate, Brahman, the
single Reality appears to us in its phenom-
enal aspect as God, universe, and the
living beings, while remaining all the time




as the impersonal Reality, their essence and
substratum. Brahman is called Ishvara
when thought of with maya or prakriti, Its
inherent, creative, divine Power.4 In other
words, when the creative,divine Power maya
is kinetic as prakriti, Brahman is seen as
Ishvara. It is this divine Power again which
manifests as the universe on the substra-
tum of Brahman.® And according to the
Vedic thought this phenomenal appear-
ance of the universe is evolutionary in

character,® with God presiding (adhyaksha) .

over and evolving it” through cosmic law
and order in terms of Truth (rta and satya).B
Satya (derived from sat, Existence, Truth
Reality) is never haphazard; It is always
perfect and orderly, and the path to the Di-
vine is paved with TruthS. Hence law, order
and reason are inherent in the universe, and
these are also the means through which we
can discover the Truth or Reality.10

Nature and Definition of God :

In Vedanta, therefore, God should mot
be taken merely as an extra-cosmic Crea-
tor11 of the universe, creating the universe
out of nothing by an act of will, as in Semitic

religions. Neither is God a mere He. He is -

both personal and impresonal. He is only a
convenient description to show that God is

a conscious being (chaitanya) and not ar
inert existence (jada). As such God can be
equally described as She or It, and can be
thought of in all relationships such as
father, mother,son, daughter, brother, sis-
ter, master, lord, friend, and even as enemy
( in the case of Ravana, for example), tc
establish emotional communion with the
Divine to suit one's nature. From differen!
standpoints God in Vedanta is
extracosmic, intra-cosmic and supra-cos-
mic- as the pure non-dual absolute Réality.
in rel<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>