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The World Congress of Peace Forces was held in l\Ioscow from the 25th 
to the 31st of Octo be I', with 3.200 1·e presen ta ti ves of more than '1, '100 political 
parties, national organizations and movements from ·14.3 countries laking 
part. It was also attended by the leaders and representatives of 123 
in tern a tion al orgn 11 i za t ions. 

The opening address was made by Mr. Sean MacBride, Vice-Chairman of 
the Intemalional Preparatory Committee, President of the International 
Peace Bureau and ex-cabinet minister. On behalf of the Preparatory Commit
tee he greeted the delegates and stressed that this was the largest and most 
significant cong1·ess of non-govern men tal organizations and peace forces ever 
held. 

Sean l\IacBride said that many different problems would be reviewed by 
the Congress '14 commissions, and proposrd that the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Intel'llational Preparatory Committee for the World Con
gress, Secretary-General of the 'Vorld Peace Council, 1\-Ir. Romesh Chandra, 
be elected Presiding Chairman. 

Sean l\'Iacllride's words of gratitude to the Soviet Preparatory Committee 
for the work it had done in o1·ganizing the Congress, and for the warm recep
tion t.he Soviet people gave the delegates were warmly applauded by the au
dience. 



On behalf of the .UN Secretary General Kurt WaldhC'im the participants 
in the Congress were welcomed by his personal l'l'prcsC'n ta ti n• Ahduh·ahirn 
Abby Farah. 

·"The participants in the \Vol'lrl Cougress of Peace Forces", said the message 
.. rcpt·esent a broad speclt·um of inleruational and national organizatio 11 ~ de~ 
dicated to pt·ornotiou of peace and well-heing of all mauldnd. At the Con
gt·ess a _number of vital JH'eseut-day issues_ will _he rlisc.ussed, including the 
JH'omolion of iulemational peace and secul'lty. rlt~al'lnamenl. the liquidation 
of C~llonialisrn, apartheid and racial discrimiuatiou, aud envit·oumental pt·o
tectton. 

• ''Hecenl wodd deYelopments irnp<_lrl spl•cial ut·gen_cy to tlwse rliscussious. 
f.J~e l'II('Olll'llging JH'OCeSSl'S of l'l')axaliOn.musl he CH~'I'Ierl on lhi'Ough lhe joint 
~f[~H·t_s of the go\'C~rumeul aud peoples of ~~II countr:tes so as l? put an end lo 
CXIsttug conflicts aurl make attempts Lo lind solultons to Sl'l'tous and ut·gent 
}lrobl!'ms facing all mauldurl." 

The next spcakcr was l\h·. Pctcr Onu, Dc(luty Sc<·t·etary-G<'n<'t'al of the 
Orgnnization or Africnn Unity. 

"Peace is the C(•ntral theme of this Congress," he saic_l. "ll can he_achil'\'l'd 
h~· aholishiu(T the exploilatiou of mau hyman. t'l'sy~·rlrng- huruan r·t~hls ancl 
chgnity rega;rlless of race and n•ligion, aud_recogntztn~: thl• p!•oplps' right to 
choose lhci!- historical and political deslt_ny. 
" ''\\'hen people are denied thPir· hasie nghl. thp~· _<"<lll onl~· l'ight l'or it. 
_ll_w oppr·essors ol' Afr·ica han• drh·pn us to war_. and :\Inc<~ has l't•:<poriCil'd \\'ith 
It:::. struggle for Jiheration. \\'e J.:no\\' and_ h!'he~·p that \'Jctory is hl'hind us, 
fo1 o_ur cause is just. In our struggll• for lth!•r·atHlll we ha,·e already achieved 
C<~nstderahle success. The independence ha~ heen proclaimed of GuinPa-
UBis~au Which has become the "2nd llll'lllher of the Organization of African llrty. 

''All these successes haYe been achil'\'C'd chiefly through lhl' support Afri-
ca h ·ts rec · d f · · t t I · 1· 1 r· , ': el\'e rom the progreSSI\'e ITIO\elllen , le SOcia lSl \\'Ol' cJ and, li'St 
ta}nd 1 orem ost, the So,·iet U 11 ion, and li bern lion lllO\'ernents iu othe1· parts of 

I(' World. .. \ 
:\I' 1

1 no~her problem C(o)mmauding our attention is Zionist aggn•ssiou in the 
• IC die East. Peace here will contiuue to he an illusiou as long as Israel con-
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tiuucs its occupation of Arab territories. Israel must unconditionally Yacate 
these lands. This is the shor-test road to peace in the 1\liddle Easl." 

!Hr. Pierre Lebart, special representative of Rene Maheu, Director-General 
of UNESCO, read out his message to the participants in the Congress. 

In it 1\lr. i\Iaheu said that at a time when open hostilities have once more 
eonndsed the whole world, it more than eYer behoYes all men of goodwill 
lo work together to preserve or reestablish, throughout the world, that de
licate and constantly threatened balance which constitutes international 
peace. "Jt is therefore with a feeling of great sympathy." Hene l\Iaheu stres
sed, "Lhat I send my greetings to the participants in the \Vorld Congress of 
Peace Forces, and my sincerest good wishes for the success in its work." 



Speech by Romesh CHANDRA, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee 

of the International 
Preparatory Committee for the World Congress 

of Peace Forces, 
Secretary-General of the World Peace Council, 

at the First Plenary Session 
of the Congress, October 25 

Dear delegates, frie11ds and fellow workers in llH• cause of peace, national 
indepcndenee, security, justice and social progress, 

Dear Leo11id llyich Brezhne\', 
Dear leaders of the Govemme11t, 
Among those present m·e the leaders of the Go\'ernment, and lhe ComnJun

isl Party of the SoYicl Union, and reprcsentatiYeS or the Soviet peoples. 
~·e open this Congress by tha11killg them for llwir acliYities in the cause of 
the defe11ce of peace, ami justice throughout the world. The CollgJess was 
called and prepared by thousands of organizatio11s, parties, groups - in
ternational, national and local. In the entire history of mankind's stri\'i11g 
for a world from which \Var a11d oppression, imperialism and exploitatiou 
haYe been banished fm· all time, there has nen~ 1· beeu a Congress of Lhis spe
cial kind. 

This Congress ca11 well be called lhe first General Assembly ol' the Pcopll's 
Df the world. 

\\' 'd I I I . C ·ess that four · e sa1 , w len we wgan t 1e prepa1·ations for th1s ong• ' t c or 
\\, · l· ld I · 1 1 · · .. f a II ew Y P ' OJ( s cou c wraclenze 1esl t1e meallmg of this Congress 0 ' . ·ds· 

d f II' W o! . 
a.n unprece ented nature. And I am going to repeat these ot gether, all u[ 

The firsl word is together. We prepared for this Congrcs\\t~cal opinions. 
us, belougiug to different organizations, holding dif£erent J'~; 1 1bas been a fca·· 

The second word which characterizes this Congress, wh 1 ~11 • This Congress 
lure of lhe preparations for the Congress is the word .0 p·c. a Congress Olll'n 
. · I · ' ' · I t 1l 1:-:; 
lS nol ,\ c osed Congress of people who think ald<c,. 10 ho want to work to-
to all those who stand for the aims of this Congress, '~. t to stand in their 
gelher, who seek unily and cooperation, who do 1!tts 'c'::1\aress is the great
separate fortresses, shouting against each other. 1 H .. u<;~S ever held open 
est, broadest assembly of lhe workers for man's hesl ca ~ ' 
to a II. I . G l A 

A l tl l . d 1 . C gress - t us enera s-
nc ·. 1e t llr word which describes t ns 011 t 11 t e 1 tl 
l \~' ·l· to a ( o ac 1 o 1cr 

semb y of lhe Peoples - is the word dialogue. '' e sec' ' 
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to discuss with those who diffet· from us, with those who have different points 
of view fi'Om om· own. This is a great Congress of dialogue, and the entit·e 
pt·eparatory work in cvct·y countt·y has been in a way permeated with this 
dialogue, with this exchange of ,·iews, with this open, fran),; discussion. 

And the folll'th word is the word action. This also is a simple word, which 
meaus a gt·eat deal. Our dialogue, out· discussion. out· coming together is not 
only for dialogue's sake, hut fm· new actious fot· peace and freedom. fot· 
iuternational security, for human rights and social progress, for aJJthe good 
things that meu and women everywhet·e deeply desit·e. 

Why was it not possible to bring toget.het· this Congress before? What 
has happened that has created the conditious to make this vast gathering 
possible? 

The answer is clear and straight: A Congress of this type could only be 
held in this period, when a new climate prevails in the international situa
tion, marked by victories for peace and detente, for the cause of peaceful 
coexistence, fot' the cause of national independence and international security. 

This has been a pel'iod of gt·eat. victol'ies for peace. We han~ rightly called 
this Congt·ess a Congress of victol'ies fot· peace, a Congress which plans new 
victories for tomotTow. 

We think today of the people of Vietnam and of the great dclot·y they won 
this year with the signing of the Peace Agreement. This was a victory not 
only for the Vietnamese people, but for every people on this earth. The wot·d 
Vietnam today has the same meauing in all languages. There is nn need 
in tn111slation: it means peace. it means independence. it means lhat no 
people can be destroyed, eveu by the most barbaric imperialist aggression, 
if it has the support and solidarity of all the pr:>ople nf good will. 

We think today of the Arab peoples, faced for yem·s with aggression. with 
the occupation of theit· lands; we think of the people of Palestiue, deprh·ecl 
of thei ,. home Ian d, dri veu from the it· homes. 

War is raging iu the l\liddle East. Aud pt·ecious lives are being lost at 
this hour. There <ll'e little children with little voices, like those of your child
ren and mine. lying slill and silent. iu Damascus and in Suez, killed by the 
bombs and bullets. manufactured in the same factories as those which ).;i)
led the childt·en of Vietnam. 

Today, as the Congr·ess begins. we are aware of lhe great responsibilities 
that face us. The peoples of the world can and must acl to support the l'uited 
Nations efforts for peace and justice. to stop the aggression, to cusure the 
return of the Arab lands to their peoples and to restore the legitimate rights 
ol' the people of Palesliue. 

We thin).; today ol' Chile. \'iclim of a savage. brutal fascist coup d'clat, 
victim of murder and assassination. lorlut·e and butchery, a cotllllry which 
is a larrd of concentration camps. Out· hearts ar·e with Chile today. Out· hem·ls 
arc with the resislarrce of Chile. · 

For· let. this Corrgress JHoclaim: Chile lives arrd the fascist junta shall not 
Ll'iumph. 

\Vp lhiuk today of Sahadot· AIIPnde and Pablo Ncnrda. whom WP knew 
and whose hands we have shakeu and into whose C\'PS we lr;l\·e looked. The 
banner· of Presidcut Salvadot· Allende is a hauuet· fm.'evet·y people which seel.;s 
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to build a uew life, which seeks lo take its own resources into its own hands, 
so that its children may not he hungry any more. 

And we think of Pablo Neruda, a poet, a son of his soil who lo\'ed his land, 
as you lo,·e yours and I lo\'e mine, and who gave us words which fill our 
eyes with tears and our hear·ts \Vith hope. 

H. Chandra spenks with deep emotion about Pablo Ncruda, the Chilean 
puel. well-known throughout the world, and recites his verses. 

\\"e think today of all the peoples of the world. the peoples of Europe, 
working lo build a systen1 of security and cooperation, to end the di\'isiuu 
of this great eunlinenl into opposing military blocs. 

\\'e recall with pride the great achie\'ernents which have IH:'en obtair1c>d, 
of the start of the European St>curity Conft>rence- grt•at Yiclory for peaee 
for the peoples of Europe and of the whole world, a victory to which the JI('O

ples or Europe have urade a profound contribution. 
Let the cold warriors know thai the peoples will not allow the cold war 

I~) co~ue haek. \\"p fi~ht to carry rorward the spirit of Sl'Curity and cooper·a
lrun Ill Europe, and Wl' seek to carry the spirit and the principles of st•curity 
to ol her continents. 

! think of the pt·ople of Asia, of my people or Asia, of their gn•at fight 
agarnst imperialist domination and exploitation, against neocolonialisrn. 
A syst_em of collectiYe security in Asia, based on the principles of Panchashila 
and ol Bandung, on the principles of peaceful coexistence, is the urgent need 
-of the hundreds or millious of JH'ople or all A!-iiHII couutries. 

I third.; of lht• people of Africa. the great new Arrica, newly independent, 
proud and marching forward to liberate the last strorrg-holds of imper·ialism 
<llid dornination on their continent and <rive the peopll'S frel'dorn . 

. \\'L• salute loda~· the ,·ictoriL•s of the Africar1 liberation rno,·ements, aud 
".e ~l'r_rd our Cur1gralulations first and foremost lo the people of the Hepuldic 
ot C.illlll'a-Bissau. who ha\l' t•stahlished their own independent Stale. 
, . I renlend_tet· the day:-: when \\·e talked uf this Cong-r~ss with the great lead
tt ol ~he ltberatiou stt·tr•ru-le of this country- i\rnrlear Cabral. lie is not 
hl'l'L' \\'II ,..... I l ) . r t. us loda~·. How happy he would ha,·e 1eL'Il o .sc>e ou~· c~JJI~llluri]y 
Jl•'ll 1H'd Cor1grPss IH'irw held _a .sucn•ss !Jeyond our most optrrnrstrc esti
~llaiL·s. :\nd now ,,.l' hol71 this COJI"Tl'ss, as the world eele!JraiPs the 1_1irlh of the 
~.I;(.'~'[JL:IldL'~ll :\rnikar's !Jelo\'ed cruinca-Bissau. This is indeed a Corlgn•ss of 

l ones lor Jll'<H:e. 

. \\'t• I hink or the ]H'ople of the u nil ed States of ,\rnerica' Sll'llg"gling fol' 
" liP\\' wodd lil II I I I t tl A . II .;e a lire other pl•oplP.s of this earl!. sa u l' re Jll'W menca 

le r·t>al :\nlt>rica. lllarching side hv side with the peopk.s of till' wol'!d. ' 
I I hird· · I . . I . I 

. '• d Jove all, of the people of this crrenl country, Ill w 11c 1 we are 
nl('l'trng- lhe Soviet Union How heautifut"'is this land, how dedicated to 
]ll'Hl'L' \I'll· . . . . . 

. .. : · 1 •_ons ol I he people of the So\'iet U nwn have taken part 111 the prp-
Jl<ll,ltron;;ol (' · I' 1· day lh, ·, .·our: .ongres:-:, and this has been_ no su~·.pnse to us. :or rom the 

~- T l' So\ tel State was horn, it put peace 111 the Ju·st pla('e 011 rts prograru-
;l~l: 0 the neal ion or the present 11(.'\\' cJiruall', Olll.slalHfing l'Oilll'ibutious 
1.'1' l' ht•L:Il IIHtdL· by the> SoYiet tinion's tirPle~s efforts for pl'ace and internn
t;o:w~ _del.(~llll.'- for lhP tr·i 1 ~mph of the pri_ncipl':s of }Jeareful coexistence, for 
! It \ H lot~ o1 all peoples lighting for nat ronal wdcpendence. 
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On behalf of aJl the delegates, I should like to take this occasion, 
once again, to say how g1·a teful we are to I he eutil·e Soviet people, its 
(]o\·ernmenl, the Communist Pal'LY of the Soviet Union, allll may I say, 
pet·sorwlly to you, Comrade Brezhuev, fo1· all that you did to make this 
great assembly possible and for you1· pe1·sonal p;uticipatiou ill the Congn•ss. 

We helievc that this Congress will open the door to uew aud g•·eater co
opel'ation among all nu1· forces, among all Olll' o1·ganizations. \\'e see ahead of 
us p1·ospecls for the p1·epa!'Htion of a g1·eat new JH'Ogi'amme of actiou, in which 
all of us can and will participate. \Ve see the continuation of the work of 
the Congress, the continuation of om· coopel'ation in dil'fei·eut forms. 

I want once more to thank all my colleagues in the lntc!'llatiunal 
P.1·eparatm·y Committee and not only members, but also thousauds of 
voluntm·y helpers, for the magnificent spil'it of unde1·standiug, that they 
have shown and the tireless work they have done, to bring the Cougress 
together. J hope, it is this same spirit. of uuderstanding, of unity, of 
fl'iendship, of mutual respect and of cm1sciousness of the great responsi
bility which faces us, that will mark om work during the Congress, too. 

This is a Congress not only of I he defen de1·s of peace: it is a I so a Congress 
of the builders of peace. 

What a glorious perspective this opens up fm· us- the building of peace, 
the building of a new world. 

Dear delegates, let us build this new wol'ld together. \Ve are confident 
1 ha 1 this can be done. 

This is a gathering of men and women who have the greatest cnufidence 
in the power of the· peoples to win peace, to win independeucc, to wiu ju~tice 
fm· cve1·y man. 

Long live the Gene1·al Assembly of the Peoples of the World! 
Loug live I he Cm1gre~s of I he Defenders and I he Builders of Peace! 
Long live the Congress of Victories for Peace! 



Speech by L. I. BREZHNEV, 
General Secretary of the CPSU 
Central Committee, October 26 

Dear frienrls, dear guests, c.omrades, 
1 am si11cei·ely glad of this oppo1·Lunity to extend heartfelt gi·ceti11gs to 

you, representatives of the wol'!d's peace forces, <m uehall' of Lhe Commu11ist 
Party of the Soviet Union and the entii·e Soviet people. 

Yesterday, our friend Romesh Chandra and delegates representing anum
b~r of aulhot·ilalive inlernatio11 al organisatio11s expressed from this rostrum 
kt~td and wm·m sentiments about our country and its fOI'eign policy. For 
llus we <ll'e deep I y gra tel'ul. The seleetion of l\ loscow, ou•· ca pi lal, as I he \'en ue 
f<~t· lhe Congre:;s will be an incentive fo1· all Soviet people to intensify their 
eHrH·ts for peace, a11cl the freedom and secul'it.y of nations. 

The history of the mass peace 1110\'ement ofl'ers many inspiring examples. 
But 1 should like lo join in the view already expressed he1·e that the1·e has 
neYei· been an international fo 1·um on such a scale, a11d as representative a11 
asset!lbly, as .this World Congress of Peace Forces. 
co (.a.t_hered 111 th~s h_all are delegalio11s of peace f~ghters fi·o•_n the socialist 

unti tes_, lhe capttahst countries and the developlllg countnes. 
l 11 t hts hall a1·e representatives of various political trends: Comm \Ill ists, 

<~ur .brothet·~ in the st1·uggl,~ for a better future on the globe; Social-Demonats; 
teptesentalt\·es of . 1 . · · 1 t' 1 1·1 .. L • tevo ut.wH·ll'y-democi'Uttc pm·L.tes atu 11a ·tona 1 JCI.t 1011 
~~~lol~·e_meuts. Also present he;·e 'li'e le•·ulers tJf some other political parties. 

OJIJcally •l'fT ( ( ' r. f II . . . . Ull<t I tated men and women deeply eollcl't'ned for the ulu1e o 
1 1~11 ll.tll!ms <He also presenL. Atheists aHd religious people ha\'e gathered tete togelhet·. 

An11~nn· lho"e Jl · [ · L. ·ts '\l'll."l" I'elll'e sell , · , 0 "' ICSent We fincJ \\'OI'IWI'S, .Cll'lllel'S, SCICli IS· , < ~ "'• -i. t,l~t\es of <~II sectio11s ol' the intelligentsia, thal is, men and womeu whose 
.l·ll:ds and llllltds, and whose creative iuspimlion produce all Lhe material 
.t~ll. eul_Lm·a~ Yalucs of lhe wodd. Peace ami lahoui' have always bceu linl.:cd 
sJ~~ce, tJ~n·e· tn~memot·ial. Exploilatiou aud opprcssic~n have br~d. wa~·s, hut 
I .'lee h.ts .th\ ays ultimately depended on the worklllg mm_L I eace Is what 
~llc\11: tlw \\'ot·kci·, needs most o[ '\II whether opci'Hl in~ a machml•loo! ot· smelt-
Ill"' lut·n·1ce ·J 1 ' ' · 1 'II' ·I •tl ·I '":· . ' • \\ letter dt·iving a traetor 01• et·ecltng a lUI r 111g, '' w. let ee-
l lllt,ng In ~he uni\'ersity auditorium ot· doing research in the la_homlory .. 

• \mo11g _those t.akino- part ill lhe Con 11ress there arc also husuJeSSIIll'll horn 
1 ~1~ c'HJ~II,•~hst c·r~unlt·ie~ representing gt·o~tps whiC'h ad\'ocale mu~~a.lly <Hh:an
~rl,<'ous ~< OIIOillH· coopp1·atioll hy ·\lithe countries of the world. llus pt'O\'Hies 
J_n·sJJ l'\'lcleJJc·p of I he bt·oad base '011 which t.he great IIJO\'CIIIl'lll of tlw peace 
J on·c.•s J'<•sl s. 
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I should like to make special mention of a new and, in our opinion, wel
come development, namely, the participation in the Congress of Peace Forces 
uf representatives o[ the United Nations and also of its committees and spe
cialized ag('ncies. This, we believe, is a natural development, because the 
main purposes and tasks of the United Nations, as written into its Charter, 
m·e identical with the purposes and aspil·ations of this Congress: in every way 
to promote wodd peace and fl'llilful cooperation among states and nations. 

Dea1· friends, fOI' many rentm·ies men - at least. the wisest among them -
have ne,·er tired of condemning and cursing war. The peoples have had vi
sions of lasting peace, but almost every page in t.he history of mankind is 
marred by the sinistet· reflection of the flames of wars, big and small. 

Neither the lessons of history, nor what would appear to be mall's natural 
aversion to killing his like have eve1· prevented new bloodbaths, because the 
forces of war, the role of those who stood to gain from war, we1·e too great.. 

In our epoch this stale of affairs has changed fundamentally. Today, the 
struggle ngainst war has a reliable basis in the strength of the forces of peace 
and the forces of democracy, and in the freedom and independence of nations. 

Esteemed pm·ticipants in this Congt·ess, on behalf of the 250-million So
viet. people, on behalf of their Communist Party and the Soviet Government, 
I assure you that it is one of the pl"incipal concerns of our slate t.o consolidate 
peace. 

"Peace for the peoples!" was one of l.he main slogans under which the work
ing people of this country accomplished the October Revolution at. the height 
of the First \\'orld War· Sfi years ago. Indeed, the Decree on Peace, written 
hy Lenin, was the first legislative act of the world's first socialist state. 

Addressing thai. historie document not only to the governments but also 
to the peoples of all countries, the wOJ·kel"-peasant govemmenl of Soviet 
Hussia expressed our count1·y's firm desire for a just and democratic peace. 
J emphasize, a peace that is just, a peace that is democratic, that is, a peace 
based on respect for the rights and interests of all peoples. And in the years 
since the Great October Revolution we have always steadily and consistent
ly wm·ked to hring about the triumph of just such a peace in the world. 

The Soviet people, who lost more than 20 million of their fellow-citizens 
in the fight against fascism. are well aware of what wat· is like and of the in
calculable suffering it entails fo1· the people. For the Soviet people the Great 
Patriotic \Var was not only a struggle for our country's freedom and inde
pendence. It was also a baltic to save world civilization, a battle fot· a just 
peace in the future. Throug-hout the post-war period, the Soviet Union has 
tirelPssly worked fot· lasting pe.u:.e and the security of nations. 

The consistently peaceable policy of the CPSU and the Soviet State is 
epitomized at the pl"esent slag..! by the Peace Programme of the 24th Con
gress of our Communist Pat·! y. Putting fonvard this Programme, we felt that. 
it. was our task to help eliminate seats of tension, to assist manldrHI in I"id
ding- itself of the speet.t·e of a themwnuclear holoc.aust, and to pi"Omote a re
laxation of ten~ io·1 in evet·y possible way. And we hnYe been worldng and will 
co111 inue to Wl rk ceaselessly for these noble goals, for the benefit of all work
ing people. 
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Dear friends, your Cong1·ess has met at a most important and highly res
ponsible time in history. 

In the past few years, the peo pies' long and persistent st rugglc against 
the outbreak of another world war, and for lasting peace mul inlemalional 
security has achie,·ed significant successes. 

The most important. of these is lhat the danger of a world-wide nuclear
Ill issile war, which first loomed oYer 111 an kind in the second ha If of the I !)!\Os, 
has begun lo recede, while the prospects for maintaining world peace arc be
coming bette1· and more reliable than they were 10 or 12 years ago. That is 
:;:omethin~ we can say quite confidently. 

The principles of the peaceful coexistence of stales with different social 
systems are winning ever broader recognition. They are becoming more and 
more s peci fie in content, and are gradually becorni ng generally accepted as 
a standard of i nlema tiona! relations. 

In particular, significant chanues have come about of late in the relations 
of the socialist countries with tlu;'\Vcst European countries- with France, 
which was one of lhe first to adopt the course of constructive cooperation 
among states with dirferent social svslems, the Federal Rcpublil' of Genua
ny, Italy, and some other countries: :\rnong the most significant indications 
of the change for the belter in intemalionaii·clations are the treaties conclud
ed by the Soviet Union, Poland and the German Democratic Hcpublic with 
the Federal Hepublic o[ Gc1·many. As you all know, these treaties are based 
011 the_ recognition o[ the inviolability of the existing frontiers and contain 
commitments to refrain fi·orn the usc of f<m·c in international issues . 

. All this has unquestionably irnproYed the situation in Europe, the con
tinent_ where both wodrl wars broke onl. And the European Security Confe
rence 1s a concentrated expression of the positive changes. The racl that this 
Conference, for which the progressive forces of the continent worked fo1· so 
long, has rnel, Lhat practically all the European countries and a~so the ,Uni
te:.' Stat.es a~1d Can ad;~ are taking part in it, and tl~at matter~ rel~ll_tng ~o ~~.~~n~
~1~an pe~1ce_and Sl'Cunty_ and to peaceful cooperatiOn are bewg J<llrrtl~ drsurs-
sed, IS Ill Itself a consrdcrahlc gain. . . 

As we kllo\V, the past two years haYe seen positive char.lges;,n the relalwns 
between the Soviet Union and the United Stales of Amenca. 1 he agreernents 
:onc~ude<~ du~·ing OIII' nwetings with Lhe US Presidcrrt in :\[osc?\'' in _l\fay 1:n2 
',mel 1.~ ."' <~Shin?ton .last J nne han~ opened the way to t~·arrs_Ilwn In Sonet
,\meiiC.l~l _relatiOns !rom confrontation to detente, nonnalizatwn and mutual
~y ~~~~ef.ICial coope1·at ion. We are deeply coHYinced that this accords with the 
Hl!oes~s of the peoples of the Sodct Uuion and the USA, and of all olhe1• 

cou~tlril's. because it sei·vcs to st•·engthell international secu!'ily. 
In rec_eu t years. much has cluuwcd ill areas that arc also important in 

~;rms of_ mterHalional security, such as South-East Asia an_d th? F_a~· East. 
I he end lllg of L he war in Victn a 111 was an even 1. of world-wule stglllficance. 
rt was f~rst aJH~ foremost a victory for the heroic people of Vietnam. It was 
a~~o <~ \'IC~ory fo.r the socialist comilries. which had rendered unt:ailing and 
Pllecli\'~ aid to.\ il'tnam in its just struggle. Furthennorc, it was a victory for 
all I he forces ol peace that had worl{('d ;1ctively to end the imperialist uggres-
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sion in Indochina. The public circles w?rking f~r peace sincerely welcome the 
1101·malizatio11 of relations in South Asw, that IS, the relations between such 
countries as IHdia, Pakistan and Ba~1glade~h. In many spheres. good rela
tions are deYeloping bet ween the Sonet. Umon and other socialist countries 
OH the one hand. and Japan. on the other. One indication of this are the re~ 
suits of the n•cent Yisit to .Moscow of the Prime Minister of Japan. 

The elimination of some seats of war, the .first steps to limit the arms 
dri \'C. the series of important acts concluded havmg the force of international 
law. and the regular political consultations between states with different so
cial svstems are all Yisihle features of the deep-going changes in internation
al affairs. Tlwsc changes are also highligh~ed_ by the ever larger scale of 
intenwtional economic. s~ientific •. technolog~cal, and cultural cooperation. 
In hricL the struggle for mternatwnal secunty has many successes to its 
cr·edit. and the peoples welcome this heartily. 

To he sure, we a1·e realists and cannot help seeing facts of a different order 
as well. \Vc know all too well that wars and acute international crises are 
by no means oYer. Ther·e are still acts of aggression in the world, and far 
fr~om all 11ations are able to feel secure. And we fully share the concern ox
JH"C'ssed hC'I"e in this context by prominent spokesmen for world opinion. 

But acts of aggression and violence have neYer before generated such uni
Yersal indignatiou. protest and actiYe resistance as they do today. Ne,·er 
hefore have such powerful governmental and public forces been set in motion 
in s 11ch cases in orde1· to stop the aggressor, extinguish the flare-ups of wm, 
and consolidate peace. And this, also. is a major achievement. 

We are deeply convinced that the cmTenl changeabout from cold war to 
d{•tente, from military conf1·ontation to a more solid security and to peaceful 
cooperation is the main tendency in present-day international relations. 

How has this becomC' possible? 
The main factor, we nrc ce1·tain. is the general change in the correlation 

or world rorces - a change that is against the exponents of cold war and the 
building 11p of arms and those who fancy diverse military ventures, a change 
in fayour of the forces of peace and progress. 

It would be hard lo exaggerate the role played by the socialist forces, the 
socialist community, in the positive changes now under way. The Soviet 
Union is working for a helter and more solid peace together with the other 
countries of the socialist community, its good friends and associates. The 
world is aware of tho groat contribution made by Bulgaria. Hungary, the 
Gt>rmnn Democratic Hepublic. Poland, Romania, and CzechosloYakia to the 
consolidation of peace and the growth of international cooperation, and in 
pmticular to the consolidation of European security. Socialist YugoslaYia, 
too, is an active champion of peace. 

The consistently peaceful policy of the l\longolian PC'ople's Republic is 
a substantial factor of peace and security in Asia. The Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam displayed supreme courage in combatting lhe armed interven
tion of US imperialism and has made a notable political contribution towards 
eliminating a dangerous seat of war in South-East Asia. The initiative of the 
People's Democratic Republic of Korea,. dcsig~1ed to bring about the peace
ful re-unification of KorC'a. has met with w1de response throughout tho 
wol'ld. 
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Revolutionm·y Cuba, the fit·st socialist counLI'Y in Latin Amel"ica, i:-: doing 
much to establish in international relations the pl"inci pies of peace, and I he 
freedom and independence of peoples. 

From the rostrum of this Cong1·ess I should like lo l'XJH'ess the hea1·tfelt 
and deep respect of the Communists of the So\"iel L:nion. of all Soviet people, 
for \.he fralemal socialist countries and fm their principled and consi:-:lt>nlly 
peacefu I foreign policy. 

Fr~:>quent dialogues between the leaders of differe11l slates ha,·c bee11 a 
typical feature .oJ inlernat.ioual rel~lions i11 recent years. lu our Lime. the sta
tesman's true role and political weight depe11d l<u·gely 011 the extent lo which 
he appreciates l he importance of safeguanli11g and cousolidaling peace a11d 
on what he does in pmcl.ice to solve this 111osl crucial problem of ou1· lime. 

In this sense we must give due c1·edit lo those \Veslem statesmeu who <H'e 
striving to overcome the inertia of the cold war a11d embark on a new course, 
that of a peaceful dialogue with slates helo11gi11g loa different social system. 
\Ve are also aware of the struggle in the Weslel'll cou11lries between the sup
porters and opposers of international deleult', aucl of cerlaiu incousislc11cies 
in the altitudes of some slates on various issues. This means that cousidemhle 
efforts are still required to enslll'e further pt·o~l'l'SS towards a more durable 
peace. Speaking for ourselves, we at·e prepared Lo make them. 

In aualyziug the maiu causes aud reasous fo1· the present tul'll in the world 
situation i~ is necessary Lo underscore the big role played in this process by 
the countnes which lun·e thrown off the colonial voke and wo11 nalioual in-
dependence. · 

Tl~e ~nlire course of post-war deYelopmeul has pl'o\·ed couvincingly !.hat 
colo111ahsm and agg1·essiou, the policy of colonial Lynm11y a11d the policy of 
fol·ce are essentially two sides of one and the same coin. There is lhe1·efot·e 
e\'ery justification for the fact that in the ,·erv name of yoU!' Cong1·ess the 
stn~~g~e for peace is associated with the sll'llggl~ fo1· natiOJI<~l liberation. 

I h1s connection is most clearly seen hom the example olfered by the long 
years of Lhe heroic Vielunmese people's struggle for thei1· freedom. I Lhiuk 
that we. all agree that it is this success of tlw people of Vicluan~ in rehul'fing 
aggression and Lheii· successful del'ellce of thl'il' freedom and mdcpenrlcnce 
thal c1·e~tle a basis fo1· just alld lasting peace. We are convinced ~hal oulr on 
the. hmn~ of I'especl. for the freedom. illdepeudence a11d SO\'ei'eig~lly ol all 
nations 111 the area can peace alld secul'ilv in South-East Asia he linally en-
sured. · 

ls it IIOl obvious that lhe struggle or the Arab Jll'OJlll'S for the l'l'iHlicalion 
o[ ~~~e. consequ~'nces of the Jsnteli aggressioll is simullalll'OUSiy a struggle for 
a 1 ·~~Llllg and .JUst peace in the ~lirldle East':1 

I I. ht> seat. or tension in that l'egiou of the WOI'ld has gi \'l'll rist• lo \\'ill' l'ot• 
llle louJ·th lune. This mouth's hostilities reachl•clunparallelecl inll'nsit~·. with 
lea\'\' C'l"U·dt' I I . 'I' I· ·. '· ' . Ies Oil JOlh sides, i11cludiug loss of lil'e amo11g Ill' en:1 1an po-
l'u " 11011 d ur1 II~ h<nbnri an hom biug raids 011 pearel'ul l ow11s aud nllagl'S i 11 

~gypl <~n~l Syl'la. The ln~esl deYelopmeuls Jw,·e \'ei'Y ~lrildngly shown ~he 
\\hol~:>.\\olld lhe danger ol the silualioll ill the i\licldle J•,ast and the JII'Psstng 
JIPecl lor changing il. 

YI.HI ar~·· or eourse, well aware of the artnal cont·se of eYenls. l should 
l hPrl'lorP ltkl' lo say a [pw words ahoul the esse 11 ce of the issue. What are the 
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ha:-;ic cau::;l'S of Lhe militar·y conflicts that. have periodically broken out in 
that region. inducting the present war·;1 Fl'Om our· point of view they are self
eddenl: lsl'i\el':-; seizure of Amb tel'l'ilories Lhl'Ough aggression, Tel Aviv's 
sluhhol'll rcrusal to reckon with the legitimate rights of the Arab peoples. 
anrl Lhc suppor·t this policy of aggression is getting from forces of the capita
list world that ar·e seekiug lo hiuder· the free and independent. development 
or lll'Ogressh·e Al'Hb stales. 

(u reCl'lll years the Soviet Union has lime and again - and I stress this -
wal'lled that the situation in the i\liddle East is explosive. Our stand on this 
issm• has heeu clear· and consistent from beginning to end. In keeping with 
1 hC' genera I pl'iuci pies of socialist foreign policy and in view of the fact that 
this r·cgiou is in direct proximity to our frontiers, we are interested in seeing 
thai a really durable and just peace is established in the Middle East and that 
tlw security of all the countries and peoples of that region and their right to 
build their life peacefully and in a manner of their own choosing are ensured. 
For that very reason the Soviet Union has always insisted that the territo
ries sl'ized hy Israel should he retumed to the Arab states and that justice 
should tl'iumph in rcspeel to the Palestinian people. This has heen and shall 
remain the policy of the Soviet Uuion. 

From the moment hoslilil ies resumed iu the l\liddle Easl cady this month 
the Soviet Union mainlaiued closp contact with fr·iendly Ar·ab states and 
took all tlw political steps in its power· lo help eud the war and create the con
dilious uuder which peace in the l\liddle East would he really lasting for all 
lhl• l'Ollllll'il'S or that region. 

As is knowu. acliug ou the proposal of the Soviet Uuion and the United 
Stall'S of America, t.he UN Seeul'ily Council lwice. ou October 22 and 2:3, 
pas:.:Prl a •·esolulion calling for· an immediate cease-fire. 

On holh occasions, lsmcl. while Jll'OC!aiming compliance wilh the Secu
rity Council resolutions, in facl violated !.hem treacherously. and continued 
il:.: aggr·essive actions against Egypl. Caplul'ing more and more of that count
ry's lcl'l'ilory, Israel completely ignored till' Seeurily Council demand that 
till' troops hl' withdrawn lo the positions they occupied on the eYening of 
Octoher ~2. 

II is difficult. lo undL•rsland what the lsi'Heli rule1·s are counting on by 
l'ollowing this ach·enlurisl cour·:.:e. l'louling the resolutions of the UN Se
clll'ily Council, and defying wodd public opinion. Apparl'nlly, outside 
patronage has something to do with il. But the people of Ismel are paying 
a hl'ii\'Y JH'ice for I his policy of the [:-;r·aeli gon~rnmenl. I [opes of ensuring 
pl'<H'e nnd seem·ity for one's own slate lhl'Ough the forTihle seizure and re
ll'nlion or the lands of others arc wild hopes that are doomed to inevitable 
failure. Such a eou1·se will yield neither· peaee nor security for Israel. It 
will only I'PSult in lsl'Hel's still greater international isolation, arousing 
still greater· hatred for il among the neighbouring peoples. The Arabs' cou
rageous slnrggle and the growing solidarity of the Arab slates show very 
well that. they will never be I'econciled to the Israeli aggression and will 
rwver gi,·e up their legitimate rights. The So,·iet Union supports the Arab 
peoples' just demands firmly and consist en tl y. 

The collective will of those who demand the establishment of peace in 
the Middle East must pre\'ail over the recklessness of those who violate the 
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peaee. The ex pcrience of the past few days com pels us to be Yigi Ian!. L; r
gent and firm mL•asm·es arc required to assure implelllentation of the Cl'il~e
fire and troop withdrawal resolutions. 

President Sadat of Egypt addressed a request to the Soviet Union and 
the United States of America to send their rcprescnlati\'CS to the area or ntili
tary operations in order to supervise the fulfilment of the Security Counri I 
cease-fire resolution. \Ve expressed our readiness to meet Egypt's rrqttl'~t 
and have already sent such representati,·es. \Vc hope that the US gon-'l"llllH'Ill. 
will also act similarly. At the same time, we luwc been also considl•ring
other possible measures whose adoption the situation may require. In Yil'w 
of the continuing violations of the cease-fire, the UN Security Council de
cided on October 25 forthwith to form a special United Nations force, which 
will be sent to the area of the hostilities. We hold that this is a useful de
cision and hope that it will serve its purpose in normalising the situal ion. 

In the matter of normalising the .l\Iiddle East situation, the Soviet. Union 
is JH'epared to coope1·atc with all the interested countries. But, smcly, coopr
ration is not benefitted by such moves o[ the past few days by certain ('IP
mcnts in the NATO countries as the arti[icial whipping up or scntintl'nl 
with all kinds of fantastic rumours about the intentions or the Soviet Union 
in the i\liddlc East. As we sec it, a more responsible, hone!'t, and ron!'lnll'
tivc approaeh would be much more appropriate in the present situntio11. 

I should like to stress that the Security Council's I'Csolution or OrtoiH·r ~2 
erl\' is ages more than a mere cease-fire: i L en visages i IIIJHll't ant Ill C'a:-tll'l'!' 
aimed al climinati11g the very causes of war. And this makes it r!'pel'iall~r 
valuable. The parties conrcmed arc to begin immediately the pradi!'al 
fulfilment o[ all the provisions of the i\Iiddlc East rt-'!'olution adopted h~· the 
Security Council on November 22, 1Dfi7. 

Let me remi11d you that this resolution, \Vhil'h stresses the "inadmis!'i
bility of the aequisition or tcrritol'y by war," pi'Ovidcs for the withdrawal 
of the Israeli ai·mcd fol'ccs from lcl'rilorics occupied during the 1!)1i7 ronl'lict. 
It. demands respect for and recognition of the soycrcignty, Lcnitorial intc
gnly and political indcpendc11ce of all slates in the region, and their right. 
to li\'C in peac.c. It also emphasizes the necessity or a [air settlement or the 
"refugee problem," that is, of ensuring the legitimate rights of !Ill' .\rah 
people or Palest inc. 

It is not. difl'irult to sec that had all these proYisions adopted in ·J!Hi7 
been translated into life there and then, Llwrc would haYe already IJeL'II 
peace in the ~Iiddle East for six years. However, this did not Lake place. 
It did not take plaee because of the same shortsighll•d, adH-'nlurous policy 
of Israel's ruling eil'clcs, encouraged by cxtcmnl fol'ces. 

In accordance with the lctte1· and spii·it of the resolution adopted hy thr 
?ccuriL_Y Council on Monday, October 22, the parties eoncel'llcd arc to start 
Imm.cdi.ately .. undct· the appropl'iatc auspiecs, negotiations aimed at Ps
tabhslung a .JHSL and lasting peace in the !\Iiddle Easl. I L is impossibiP to 
overestimate the importance of such uco-otiations. A historical rcspotlsi
bility devolYes on their p;uticipanls. Lct"'mc say that the Soviet Union is 
prepared to mnkc and will make a conslructiYc contribution to this ma!IC'r. 
Our firm stand is thal all the slates aiHI peoples in the ?\Iiddle East -
I repeal, all of them- must he assured of peace, sceurity and inYiolahility 
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~1( bol'llers. The Soviet Union is JH"eparetl to lake part in the relevant gna
ranlel'S. 

We feel that one of the most m·genl task~ before all peace fighters and 
all peace forces in pre~ent-day conditions is to \\"ot·k fot· the immediate and 
full implementation of the Secul"ity Council resolution of October 22, Hl73. 
This is necessary fot• the ft•ee aud independent de,·elopment or all states and 
peoples in the i\liddle East. This meets the inlet·esls of many slates in Europe 
and Asia, Africa and Arnet·ica, for whom normalisation of the political and 
{.'t·onornie life in this key area or the world is of eonsiclet·able importance. 
Fiually, the nettle situation which has al"isen in the l\licldle East over t.he 
Ia!'! l"ew clays and the t·isk of an extension of the conflict. quite clearly show 
how important it is L o settle l his problem also fot· I he sake of stronger world 
Jll'ill"e. 

Esteemed participants in the Congt·ess, the peoples of counll"ies that have 
lltt·own off the colonial yoke face gigantic ec.onomic and social tasks. These 
<"an only be successfully catTied out on the basis of peace founded on a re
liable secmity and the broad, mutually beneficial cooperation of all 
{.'ounll"ies. 

The Hepublic of India is selling an example of consistent peace policy 
<"ombined with democratic. solutions of internal problems. By urging a just 
and peacel"ul settlement or existing international issues, she creates favou
rable conditions fm· the solution of her own inlel"llal problems. And by gra
,(ually t·esolving their domestic socio-economic pwhlems, the Indian people 
<ll"L' suhslanlially strengthening the foundations of their peaee-loYing foreign 
policy. 

The decisions of I he Non-A Jig ned N al.ions' Cou ference in Algiers, attended 
hy the leadet·s of many eountries, arc of great inlemal.ional importance. 
The confere11ce reaffit·med these couHlries' detemlinalion to fight pllt"pose
fully agai11sl impet·ialism, wm· a11d aggression, a11d for JlCaee and the indepen
dellce a11d ft-eedom of nalio11s. 

ln a wonl, the aeth·e policy of the peaee·loYing· slates of Asia, Afl"ica 
mul Latin Amel"ica is making a tangible a11d considerable contribution to 
the relaxation of inlemational tension. 

One of the key faelOI"s of Lhe ctttTCilt inlemalional de,·elopment is the 
<H"Live participation of the broad public and publie organizations and poli
tical pat·ties in the selllernent of issues of war and peace. This is, of course, 
the resull of the histm·ical expe!·ience accumulated by mankind. The memory 
of the hitter lessons of the Fit·sl and Second \Vorld \Vars and knowledge 
of I he I erri h le consequences that would ensue from the use of nuclear weap
ons imperatively demand that the people of our plaHel should take vigo
rous action lo pt·cvenl a tragedy unprecedented in Lhe annals of man
J.;i II d. 

In this nudem· age lhe peoples are showing a ncwand deepe1· sense of 
solidal"ily in the sll"llggle for peace aiHI, al the same Lime, a keener sense of 
Lheii" common responsibility for the future of the world. This sense ser\"cs as 
a powerful stimulus ill the mounting struggle fm the consolidation of peace, 
fot· t•eliahle inlel"llalional secmilv. 

One em1 say with conl"idenc<.; that. the present dwnges in the world si
t.ual iou at·e largely I he result of the aclivilies of public f(m·es, of I he hitherto 
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unparalleled adiYity of the people, \vho are displaying sharp intoll'l'illll'l' of 
arbitrary rule and aggression and an unbending will for pean•. 

This is seen also from the recent World Trade Union Congress i11 1\ul
gal'ia, which unequiYocally expl'essed the will for peace of more than two 
hundred million organized factory and office workCI"s and intellel"luals. 

Indeed, the convocation of your Congress, and its br·eadth <IIIII repn'SL'JI
tative character, are convincing and striking eYidence of the power o[ world 
public opinion and of the role that it can play in the struggle for peace and 
securiLy, and for the democratization of intemational relations. 

II 

Dear friends, we can thus note with satisfaction that through the concerted 
efforts of all the peace forces the internatioual climate has grown, 011 the 
whole, healthier in recent years, and the policy of peaceful coexiste11ce, of 
peaceful cooperation between countries is yielding tangible results. 

However, this is obviously only the beginning of the advance toward an 
objective, which, as l understand, unites all those present in this hall and 
all whom they represent, only the beginning of the advance toward a re
liably peaceful future for humanity. We a1·e only building up the conditions 
for the attaiument of that objective. Our common duly is to moYe t.irelessly 
forward along the chosen path, to move steadily, perseYeringly along a wide 
front, resolutely breaking down the resistance of the adversaries of detente 
and the proponents of cold war. As we in the Soviet Union see it, the task 
is lo make the detente, achieved in the decisive areas of international rela
tions, stable, dllt'ablc, and, what is more, irreversible. 
, And in this respecl, of course, much can be done, above all, in Europe. 
l'he peoples of that coutinenl, more than of any other, have suffered from 
past wars, including the most teiTible of all, the Second Wodd \\'at". On ac
count of the present-day character of the productive forces, closed economic 
life in each of the "rooms" of the "European house" has become too crowded 
and uncomfortable. Besides, due to the modern means of mass destrud ion, 
the house has become an acute fire risk. As a result, maintenance of peace 
in Europe has essentially become an imperative necessity, and the utn10st 
development of diverse peaceful cooperation among the Eut'O(ll'an states -
the only really sensible solution. A contributing factor· is that an inereasing-ly 
mo~·e _active and important role in European life is being played by the 
s~c1ahst countl·ies, which are profoundly and sincerely devoted lo the cause 
of p~ace and intemational cooperation, while in the Westem part of the 
c?ntment the~·e is a gl'Owing appreeialion of the political realities, and the 
cu·cl~s fa~·ounng these goals are winning ever mor·e influence. 

1 hat IS why \Ve have faith in the ulti male success and the historic role of 
the European Conference, despite all the difficulties that m·e still to be over
come by those participating in that unique forum, which is now at a perhaps 
uot very spectacular but extremely important stage of its wodc 

\\'hat do we expect from that Conference and what are we hoping Ior? 
To pul it iu the most gener·al terms, we want to see well-defined principles 
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of relations between European states formulated unanimously, sincerely, 
with hc<ll't and soul, as they say, without "diplomatic" equi\·ucalions and 
miseonslml'lions, appro\·ed by all the participants in the Conference and 
endorsed by all the peoples of the continent.. I have in mind, for instance, 
sueh principles as the tenitorial integrity of all the European slates, the 
inviolability of their· fi'Onlier·s, the renuncialion of the use or llll'eal of force 
in r·elalions between countr·ies, non-intel'ference in each other's internal 
affairs and the promotion, on such a basis, of mutually beneficial coopel'a
t.ion in diverse fields. 

We should like these principles to become accepted as a sacred and in
disputable part of the day-to-day fabrie of European life and of the psycho
logy of the European peoples. We should like these principles t.o be adopted 
by the governments and the peoples in order that they become reality. 

We should like to see a dense all-European network of economic, scien
tific and cultural cooperation between states flourishing on the basis of these 
principles. 

Trade has linked peoples and countries from t.i me immemorial. The 
same is true of our day. But today it is disadvantageous and unreasonable 
to eonfine economic eooperation solely to trade. Broad international di
vision of labour is the only basis for keeping pace with the times and abt·east 
of the requirements and poten L.iali Lies of the sci en L.ific and 1 eehnological 
revolution. This, I should say, is now axiomatic. l-Ienee the need for mutual
ly beneficial, long-term and large-seale economic eooperation, both bila
teral and multilatel'al. Of course, this applies not only to Europe, but also 
to all eont.inenls, to the enlir·e system of present-day international economic 
relations. Another r·eason why we advocate such cooperation is that we 
regard it as a reliable means of materially eonsolidnling peaeeful t·elat.ions 
among stales. 

We hope and believe that the political foundation wor·ked out at. the Euro
)Jean Conference and the day-to-day peaceful cooperation will be supple
mented and reinforced with measures aimed at achieving a military detente 
on the continent. This, as you J.:now, will be the subject of the tall;:s scheduled 
to open in Vienna in five days' lime. 

These talks are of consider·able importance for Europe and for the entire 
world situation. The Soviet Union's altitude to them is serious, r·esponsible, 
constnrcl.ive and r·ealist.ic. Our stand is clear and comprehensible. \Ve hold 
that agr·eemen L must be reached on a reduction, in the region of Cen t.t·al 
Europe already specified, of both foreign and national land and air forces 
belonging to the stales party to the talks. The security of any of the sides 
must. not be prejudiced and none of them should gain any unilateral ad ,·an
Lages. Moreover, it must needs be recognized that the reduction should also 
apply to units equipped with nuclear weapons. 

How exactly the cut-back is to be effected and what method is to be ap
plied - whether the reduction should be by equal percentages or by equal 
numbers - still remains to be settled by those participating in the talks. 
In our view it is important that the future reduction should not upset the 
existing balance of strength in Central Europe and on the European con
tinent generally. If allempts are made to violate this principle, the entire 
issue will only become an apple of discord and the subject of endless debate. 



How soo11 a start ca11 he made to the actual reduction of armed forcl's and 
armaments abo remains to be decided in Vienna. The Soviet UrdoH would 
be prepared to take practical steps in this dircctio11 as cady as Hl75. A spc
dfic agreement Oil this score could be collcluded ill the immediate_ futur·o. 
Such an agr·ccment would unquestionably he a further major step llllJII'OV

ing the political situation in Europe and helping to foster all atrno!'plwre 
<>f trust, goodwill and peaceful cooperation. 

\\'e ha,·e repeatedly slated that dL•lentc and inter-stale cooper·ation 
cannot be the privilege of any particular r·egion of the wodd. Peace is tl'llly 
indivisible. \Ve believe that l he norms of peaceful coexistence and peaceful 
cooperation must prc,·ail in Europe and in Africa, and in South and Nor·th 
America. And for a number· of concrete historical reasrms this matter· has 
probably a special significance for Asia. 

It is common knowledge that the Soviet Union is a(l\·ocaling the conso
lidation of peace on the Asian continent by collccti\·e effort. We couech·e 
·of this as the progressi\·e development of all aspects of mutually heueficial 
aud mutually enriching relations and peaceful cooperation between all the 
Asian stales. as the consolidation in these r·elalions of the well-known pl'iu
dples proclaimed by the Asian states at Banduug of peaceful coexisteuce 
with str·icl obsen·auce of the sover·eiguty and independence of each eountr·y. 
The peoples o£ Asia most cer·laiuly need lasting peace and eouslnret.ive 
-cooperation 110 less thau, say. the peoples of Europe. It is probably safe 
lo ~ny that the people of Tokyo and Tashkent. of llanoi and Tehemu, l'Pidng 
all(! Raugoon, Delhi and Colombo -all the lurrulr·eds of millions of inlwbi
lanls of the wodd's lar·gest continent- haYe an equal stake in lasting peace 
and tranquil peaceful labour. This, I am cou\'inced. is in the inler·est ol' them 
all. 

It is ol'ten said that the idea of creatinrr and Pnsul'irw secur·itv iu Asia 
1 II . 0 "' • 
JY co ectrve effort is directed against Chiua and all but pursues t.he perfi-

d_ious aim of "surrounding" or· "isolating" China. But these contentions are 
erther the product of morbid suspicion or a reluctance to face the facts. 

And the facts arc that the Soviet Union and the other· states fayoul'ing 
-collective el'forts lo eusur·e peace and security in Asia ha\·e always maintained 
that all the stales of the Asinu coulincut without exception should take 
par·t in this big and impor·lant. under·taking if they so desir·e. Nobody has 
·ever raised the question of China's non-par·ticipaliou or. much less. "isola
tion" (not lo speak of the fact that it. would be ludici'Ous to think of "iso
Iatir~g'_' su~h a big country). As for· the Soviet Union, it would welcome !.he 
p~u·Ltctpalwn of the People's Hepublic of China in cal'l'yiug out rneasm·es 
mmed at s~rengthening Asian :.ccurily. 

Dear fnends, of course. we would be going against the facts if we pre
tl'.ndcd that China's present aclious on the iuternalional scene m·e C011SOIIant 
\nth t.he l?sk of str·engthening peace and peaceful cooperation between 
countnes. l•or reasous thev alone )mow, China's leaders refuse to halt their 
ntlempts to poison the lnlel'llalional climate and heighten iuternational 
tenr-;ion. They continue to make absurd tel'l'ilorial claims on the Soviet 
l:nion. wh.ich. natmally. we reject. catpgo!'ically. They doggedly repeat the 
tlllll'WOI'Il 111\·eutious ol' anti-communist propagauda about a "Soviet threat", 
<1bout. "a thr·eat. i'l'Orn the North", and, while dismissing all reasouahle pro-
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posals for a selllernent and fot· a treaty of non-aggression, continue lo keep• 
theit· people in an •u·tificially creall•d J'e\'el'ish ntmosphet·e of war prepara
tions. And all this is accompanied hy the dissemination of preposterous. 
slanderous accusations against the USSH and other countl'ics, by brazen 
attempts to interfere in om·- and, in fact, not only our- internal affairs. 

What strikes one is the total lack of principle in the foreign policy of th~ 
Chinl'se leaders. They say that they arc working for socialism and peaceful 
coexistence. but in fact they go out of their way to undermine the interna
tional positions of the socialist countries and encourage the activity of lhe
aggressi\'e military blocs and closed economic groups of capitalist stales. 
They style themsel\'es proponent of disarmament, hut in fact. try to block 
all the pt·actical steps designed to restrict and slow down the arms race and, 
defying world public opinion. continue to pollute the earth's atmosphere hr 
testing nuclcat· weapons. They assert thal they support the just struggle of 
the ,\t·abs for the return of the tcl'l'ilories seized by the aggressot· and for the 
cstahlishmcnt of a just peace in the l\liddle East, but. at the same time arc 
doing their utmost to discredit the real assistance rendered to the victims. 
of ag-gn'ssion hy thcit· lt·ue friends, the Soviet Union and the other cotutlril's 
of the socialist community. Thcv call thcmscln's revolutionaries, but cor
dially shake the hand of .~ reJH'e~cntali\'C of the fascist junta of Chilean r('
aclionaJ'ies, a hand stained with the blood of thousands of heroes of the 
rc\·olution, the sons and daughters of the wol'ldng class. of the wol'ldng 
people of Chile. 

()f COUI'Se. a policy of this kind docs not help [O strengthen )lCHCC and SC

CUJ'ily. Jl injects an clement ol' dangerous instahiJily into international af
fairs. But the possibility of clwnging this policy depends wholly and entire!~· 
on lhl' Chinese leadPrs. As reganls the So\'iet Union, we. I repeal. would 
welcome a consl•·ucli\'C conll'ihution by China to impro\'ing the intemalional 
atmosphPI'l' and fli'Omoling lt·ue and equitable peaceful coopemlion between 
statPs. 

EstN•mcd delegates lo the Cong•·ef:s, the dcYelopmcnt of relations of pea
ceful eoopemlion between the So\'iet Union and the United States of Ame
rica is an important fact or in soh· i ng the problems, \'it ally irn portan l for 
the pt•oples of the Parth, of an••·ting anothet· world wm· and ensuring uni
vc•·sal peace. 

lt1 I he past two ~·ca1·s tlw dcn•lopment of these rei a Lions has been mat·
l\ed hy the conclusion of a lllllllbct· of important lt·cal.ies and agreements 
such as the Basic Principles of Helations Bel ween the Union of So\'iet So
cialist. Hcpublics and the United States of Amel'ica. the tr('al.v and agree
ment. on the limitation of the anti-ballistic missile svstems and of strategic 
offpnsi,·e m·ms, and the agt·ccment between the USSJl and the USA on the 
prcn•ntion of nuclear war. \Vc at·c faithfully full'illing our obligations under 
these treaties and agn•cmcnls and intend to continue to do so in future. Na
turally, we expect the olhct· side to do likewise. 

In om· view, the prospects for the development of peaceful mutually 
beneficial cooperation between the Soviet Union and the United States in 
the various spheres arc good prodded, of course, that this question is ap
proached with a sense of responsibility and in good faith, that the principles 
of mutual benefit and mutual respect arc applied in practice, and that no 
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allempt is made to distort them and to interfel'C in the intemal affair:; of 
the other side dicta ling one's O\Vn terms, the way some irres ponsi hie pol i ti
cians in the United States are trying to do, in spite of the official policy of 
their own government. 

As for the Soviet U niou. we are convinced that the documents ado pled 
in 1972 and 1973 have created a good basis for mutually adva11tageou:.: co
operation which greatly benefits the cause of peace. 

In 1974, the President of the United Stales, as you know, is to pHy an 
official Yisit to the Soviet U11ion. We should like it to be marked hy t'resh 
major steps in the develo pmenl of peaceful relations bel ween our two stat l'S 
and the improvement of the international situation. 

Successful completion of the new phase of negotialions between the USSH 
and the USA on the further limitation and possible reduction of strategic 
armaments can have a considerable role to play. You will appreciate that 
this is no simple task, but we have agreed to do our utmost to carry it out. 

All of us, dear friends, love peace, want a lasting peace and work to en
sure peace as far as our abilities and the opportunities open to us allow. \Ve 
are gladdened by the cunent relaxation of intemalional tension and tlw 
growth of peaceful cooperation among stales. But I should lilw to stress most 
emphatically that neither peace nor dCLente will descend on the WOI'Id iu 
the manner of some divine blessing. Peace and detente can only he the result 
of persisteut and tireless struggle by all peace forces - the slates, poli Licial 
parties and tendencies, public bodies and individuals - against evei·ything 
resisting detente, imperilling peace and creating the danger of war. 

\Ve must not forget that wars still keep breaking out, people are still 
being killed, and cities. l'actories, villages and objects of cultural valuP are 
being destroyed in Y<nious parts of the world. These are what politiria11s 
have beco111c accustomed to calliug local wars, that is. wa1·s conl'inl'd to the 
relatively 11arrow boundaries of some geographical region. Past experiellCl' 
shows that. as a rule, in modern conditions these break out wherevPr a11d 
whenever the forces of impel'ialism and reaction attempt to put dow11 the 
liberation lllO\'ement. or to obstruct the free and independent de\'eloplllellt 
of slates that have opted for pl'OgJ·essive i11ternal development a11d the anti
imperialist line in foreign policy. 

For millions of people of our planet peace has yet to come; arms in hand 
they are forced to fight agaiust imperialist aggressors and their accoinpliccs. 
agaiust arbitrary acts by invaders. They are forced to fight for their freedom 
and independence, and for the elementary right to be masters in their own 
home. And the fighters for peace cannot hut draw their own conclusions 
from this situ a lion. 

Nor must we fOI"get that in an atmosphere marked by a relaxation or in
ternational tension. Llw process which does in fact constitute a material 
preparation for world war is coutinuing and in fact quickening. 

The military budgets of the NATO countries are being increased by 2-3 
billion dollars a year, aud these are figures indicative of ever newer types 
of we a pons of destruct ion: new and ever more destructive nuclear hom bs 
and \\'arlwads. new and ever more powerful missiles, tanks and planes, war
ships aud submarines. The qualitative improvement of weapons has assu
med u 11 prececlented proportions. 
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Attempts a1·e being made to justify this Jdnd of activity by claiming 
that it could allegedly help secure success at the arms limitation talks by 
creatiug "bargaining counters." Quite obviously, these "bargaining counters" 
will in fact yield nothing except an intensification of the arms race. As 
for the arms limitation talks, their success does not require any new mili
lill'y programmes, but a sincere desire, baclwd by mutual restraint, to checl~ the 
arms race. 

Even today, almost three decades since the Second World War, the far
mer's plough and the builder's excavator frequcnlly unearth shells and 
mines. These are a reminder of war, and they jeopardize human life again 
today, in peace time. But is there not a thousand times greater danger in 
the vast stockpiles of means of mass annihilation unequalled in all human 
history, which today, at this very moment stand primed on launching pads, 
are carried on board patrolling planes and submarines, and fill to overflow
ing the underground silos at military bases all over the globe? Is it possible 
to build a lasting and durable peace with any confidence when these modern 
"powder magazines" remain beneath its foundation and can blow up the entire 
globe? 

The military preparations of the capitalist states are compelling the 
socialist countries to allocate the necessary funds for defence, diverting them 
from civilian construction, to which we should lilw to dedicate all our efforts 
aud all our material resources. Dozens of newly-independent countries are also 
being drawn into the o1·bit of the a1·ms race, which, of course, is prompted 
by the threat to thei1· independence posed by imperialism now in one pari. 
of the world, now in another. 

It goes without saying that the further exteusion of the arms rare by the 
aggressive c.i1·cles of imperialism, on the oue haud, and the relaxation of 
iuternalional tension that has set in, on the other, are two pl'Ocesses running 
in opposite directions. The t.wo cannot develop endle~sly along what might 
be called parallel lines. Jf we want the dtHenle and peace to be sound, the 
arms race must be stopped. 

That is precisely the idea behind the numerous initiatives of the SoYiet 
Union and othm· socialist slates, aimed at implementing the Ul\'-approYed 
programme of general and complete disarmament. The same purposes a1·e 
served by the proposals for partial steps along this way, indudiug the SoYiet 
proposal uow under eousideralion by the UN Gem•1·al Assembly, t'Ol' a rc
duelion of the military budgets of the slates, pel'IJHllleut membe~·s of the UN 
Secul'ily Council, by 10 per cent and for the use of a part of the funds so 
saved for assistance lo developing countries. 

I should like Lo dmw your aLlen lion to yet another point. The SoYiet 
Union and the United Stales have been taking cleJinile agreed measm·es to 
limit what government documents descl'ibe as sll·ategie arms. Hut we live 
in a world in which everything is closely interconuecled. Clearly, thestruggle 
to avert nuclear war cannot long be confined lo I he efforts of only l wo sl a l cs, 
especially if in the meantime other slates- and iu parliculm· the uuclear 
powers - continue to build up their armaments. 

'Ve believe that lilw the process of detente, the JH'ocess of limiting and 
arresting the arms race should spread ever wider, invoiYing new slates and 
areas of the globe. Equally, there should he more and more slal(>s acceding 
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to exislina inlernaliounl agreements, such as the eonvenlion on lhc·prohihi
tion of h~eleriological weapous, and the treaties on the non-proliferation 
of nuclear weapons ancl the prohibition of nuclem· weapon lesls. I L is the 
prime duly of all sincere peace fighters lo demand !hal this be so and to worlt 
·vigorously fot· this. 

Some Lend to regard the arms race as something habitual oi' even as 
~omething fatalistically inevitable. This tlangei·ous mental inertia must be 
broken. anti the peace-loving public. l'm·ces of the world have here a big part 
to play. 

It should be clearly seen that the Llll'eal to peace is posed by quite con
crete social groups, Ol'ganizalions and individuals. Thus, even on the l.esli
mouy of the lop-ranking leaders in the majOl' Western countries, the sinister 
alliance of the professional milital'ists and the monopolies making fortunes 
out of weapons of \var, usually known as the military-industrial com plcx, 
has become something of a "state within the slate" in these countl'ies and 
has acquired self-sufficient power. Militarism cripples not only the society 
ilwl has produced il. The exhaust gas emitted by the wm·-preparalion ma
dtine poisons the political atmosphere of the world with fumes of hatred, 
fear and violence. To justify its existence, myths are created about a "So,·iet 
menace" and the need to defend the so-called Westem democracies. Butlhe 
militarist robot fosters as its cherished progeny the most reactionary, tymn
nical and fasc.isl regimes, and devours the democmlic freedoms. 

The previous speakers have justly dwell on t.he events in Chile. I also 
want lo touch upon this subjeel. The monstrous and blatant outmge against 
Ll~e country's constitution, the gmss contempls fot· the democratic lnulilions 
·of a whole nation, lhe abuse of elementary legality, the shootings, the tor
lui·es and the bat·barous Lel'l'or, the bourires o[ huming books - sul'h is 
the junta's truly fascist snarl, such is the ti·ue face of reaction - domestic 
and extel'llal - whieh is prepared to commit. any crime in m·der to regain 
its pri vilcges in defiance o[ 1 he clear! y and ft·eel y ex pi·essed will o[ l he peo
ple. 

The tragedy o[ Chile has echoed with a pang in the hearts of millions 
o[ people and in diverse l'eclions of the demoemtic public all ovet· the world. 
\\'c shall always cherish the memory of Sah·ador Allende and of the other 
hei·o:s or that countt·y who O'H ve their li \'CS for freedom and peace. A !low 
m~ I['(!m. L!lc roslru m ol' t hi~ Cougrt>ss l o express OUI' com plet.e solidarity 
With 9ulc s. democrats and patl'iuts and our !'inn conviction that the just 
·Ci~u.se for which they ha,·c fought and are now fighting in such difficult eon
~litt.on~ - lhe cause of independence, democracy and social progress - is 
1 ~1 Yll~cibl.e HI~~~ indesLI·uctihle! The defence of these lol't.y values, their rea
l!zatwn Ill liie, the struggle against those who th['(~alen them and seek to 
·destroy them, m·e closely cmliJeded with the sll'llggle lo ensure lasting peace 
t h l'Oughou l the wodd. · 

.\\'hen it comes to the policy of peaceful eoexislence and peaceful coope
ralJ(~Il betweeu stales, regardless of their social systems, we Communists 
are lrequPnlly asked: is this poliey compatible with the revolutionary out-
look? · 

Ll't me r~·miud you !hal Lt•IIin, that greatest. ol' revolutionaries, used to 
.say: rcvululwus are uot madt• to order m· hy compael. And we might add 

2fi 



tha 1. neiL her can revolu lion, class struggle m· l he liberal ion moYernen ls be 
abolished to onler or hy agret'nJcnl. No power on earth is c:apable of re,·er!'ing 
the inexorable prot'l'ss of the resu1·gcncc of soda! life. \YhcreYei' there is eolo
nialism, there is bound to be struggle fur national liberation. \\"heren'I' 
there is exploitation, there is bound to be struggle for the emandpaliou of 
labour. Whcre\'CI' there is aggression, there is bound to be resistance. 

The popula1· masses arc striYing to change the world, and they will ehange 
i L. As fu1· l he SoY icl Union, i l will always side with the forc:es of socia I pro
gress. \Vc oppose "export of reYolutioJ_l." At. the same time, the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, our Govemment and the entire Soviet. people 
openly and unequi\•ocally express their solidarity with their dass brothel'S 
fighting in other countries and their solidarity with the liberation and anli
im pe1·ialist movements. This alli tude docs not conlnulict l he struggle fo1· 
peace and for peaceful cooperation between stales. 

By promoting the princ.iples of peaceful coexistence, we arc working for 
something which billions of people all oyer the world chel'ish most of all: 
the right to life itself, and deli vemnce from l he danger of its deslruel ion 
in the flames of wm·. At the same lime, we m·e thereby also working to cnsurc
favoumble international eonditions for the sodal progress of all l'Ount•·ies 
and peoples. This means recognition of eaeh people's right to choo!'e the 
social system it wants. This means simple and dear rules of intercou•·sc
betwecn stales. Breaches of these rules lend not only to undermine equality 
in relations between countries, but also to p1·oduce armed confliets, fm· 
nowadays the peoples of the wodd refuse to tolerate any diktat. And the~r 
are perfel'lly within thei1· rights in •·ehuffing agg1·ession. With the world 
split into two systems, the only basis for iutemational secu1·i!y is full and 
scrupulous ohsen·ance of the principles of peaceful coexistence, and in 
particular non-interfm·ence in the inlemal affairs of stales. 

In this connection one cannot help noting that in the recent period :-:cHne
vV cslel'll dl·cles hcl\'e been in el'fed trying to ei rcum vent l hese princi p lcs 
by JH'oposing sonl<'lhing like a new edition of the "cold" or, if you prder. 
"psydwlogical" wa1·. 1 am refeni ng Lo the campaign cond ucl ed under l he 
hypocritical slogan of "defending human rights" in the socialist countries. 

Some of those who have initiated this campaign daim that detente is 
impossible unles~ some changes are effected in the internal order of the so
da list <"ount.•·ies. Others leave the imp1·ession of not actually opposing !he 
detente, hut dedm·e with amazing fmnkncss their intention to usc the pro
cess of detente to weaken the sorialisl system, and, ultimately. lo S('l'Ul'L' 

its destruction. Fo1· !he public at large this laclic. is presented as eonec1·n 
for human rights or for a so-called "liberalization" of our system. 

Lt•l us call a spade a spade, dear fl'iends. With all the tall,; of freedom <IIHI 
deniO<'I'<H'Y <lllll human rights this whole strideiJl rampaign senes only one 
purpose: to cover up at.templs to interfere in the internal affairs of the soria
list countl'ics, to <'oYCr up the impe1·ialist aims of this policy. They talk of 
"libl•ralization", hut what they mean is elimination o[ socialism's real gains 
and erosion of the socio-political rights o[ l he peoples of the socialist 
countries. 

vVc have no reason to :-;hun any serious cliseussion of human l'ighls. Our 
revolution, the vicl()('y of socialism in this country have not only prodaimed 
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but have seeured in reality the rights of the working- nwn whatever hi~ 
nationality. thP rights o[ 111illions of working people, in a way capitali~m 
has been unable to do in any eountry of Lhe world. 

From the bourgeois stand poi nl such human rights as the l'igh t to work, 
cdu~alio11, sodal se~urily, free medical aid, rest and leisme, and the like, 
may he something secondary or Pven unacceptable . .lust one fi~ure: neal'ly 
a hundred million people are al present unemployed in the non-socialist 
countries. ;\!any capitalist ~Lates violate the rights of national minorities 
and foreign workers, and the right of women to equal pay for equal work. This 
is probably why many \\'estem powers have not yet subscribed to inlema
lional covenants establishing the social and political rights of man. 

The staggering socio-economic changes that have taken place in om· 
country arc the result of the far-reaching and conscious political ere a ti vi ty 
of the masses, and also of their will to safeguard the system they Lhemsel ,·es 
have created from every possible incursion. Fo1· this reason, Soviet people 
will not tolerate any encmachment on the sovereignly of our stale, the pi·o
teclor of their socio-political gains. This so,·ereignty is not an obstacle to 
contact and exchanges; it. is a reliable guarantee of the rights and freedoms 
hard-won by our people. 

Soviet laws afford our citizens broad political freedoms. AL the same time, 
they protect our system and the interests of the So\'iet people from any 
attempts lo abuse these rreedollls. And this is in full conformity with the 
International Covenants on Human Rights ratified hy the Soviet Union, 
\vhich say that the rights they enumerate "shall not be subject to any restrie
tions except I hose which arc provided hy law, are necessary to pmtect na
tional seeurit y, public order, public health o1· morals or Lhe rights and free
doms of others ... " \Ve subseribed to this. 

And what kind of freedoms are those who are altacking us talking about? 
For example, we have a law banning the propaganda of wa1· in any form. 

There is lt>g-islation prohibiting the dissemination of the ideas of racial m· 
national strife and hatrPd. and of those which degrade Lhe national dignity 
of any people. There m·t· la\\·s combatting immoral heha\'iour, laws against 
the moral ronuption of soril'ly. Are we expected, perhaps, to repudiate these 
laws in tlH· name of fret' Pxrh;ngc of ideas and information'? Or are we to be 
JHenliled upon that this would serve the cause of detente and closer inter
nat io11al lies'!) 

\Ye arp being told: "Eitlll'r change your way of life or he prepm·ed for cold 
war.'' But what if we should reciprocate'? What if we should demand modifi
cation of lwurgeois laws and usages that go against our ideas of justice and 
dcmocmcy as a condition for normal inter-stale relations'? Such a demand, 
I expect, woulct not improve the outlook for sound dc\·elopment in iniPI'
s l a I t• re l a I i o 11 s . 

. It is impossible to right for peace while impinging on the sovereign rights 
o[ other pt•oplt•s. It is impossible to champion human rights, while torpedoing 
the principlt>s of peaecl'ul coexistence. 

To put it in plain language. no one is any longer able lo subvert the socia
list wol'ld, hut regrellabl~, it is still possible to subvert peace. For peace 
d<.>Jll'ltds 011 Intdtilalend efl'orts and not least of all on mutual - and 
I stn•ss- IIIutual respPcL for the 'principles of sovereignty and non-inlt•rl'e· 
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n•JICe in inlel'llal affairs. As conceJ'IIs the Soviet. Union, our ship of stale cul
ling through the l"ipple or propaganda campaigns directed against socialism, 
will continue on its course. seeking conslructh·e solutions to the problems 
or inlcl'llalional lire that are facing the world today. 

III 

Dear fJ·icnds. humanity is in need or a durable peace. But when it will 
come and what it will be like, depends 011 how fully all the peace-loving for
ces use l he already a vai la ble opportunities. 

I do 11ol think that any of us would be satisfied with a peace that is based, 
as before. on a "balance of fear." That kind of peace would differ but little 
from the cold war. It would be a "cold peace" that could easily revert to a 
siLuatim1 of tense conhontation oppressive to the consciousness and life of 
Lhc peoples, and fraught with the danger of a world-wide conflict. 

The peoples want a dependable and it·re\·ersi ble peace, based, if one may 
say so, on a balance of security and mutual trust, a peace that opens up pos
sibilities fot· broad inlerBalional cooperation in the name of progress. 

Peace is a precious thing. To live in the knowledge that blood is not being 
shed anywhere, and to be confident that no bombs or shells will fall tomorrow 
on one's roof, and Lhal children can grow up without the tragedy and suffe
ring experienced by the older generations - this is the gt·eatest of boons. 

But peace is not only a question of secut·ity. It is also the most important 
prerequisite 1'01· solving the most crucial problems of modern ci,·ilizalion. 
;\nd here the very future of humanity is invoh·ed - yes, the future of the 
enti1·e world. which it is 110 longer possible to ignore whe11 tackling the prob
lt•m;.: of Lhc present day. no matlet· how complicated and difficult they may 
he. You, who represent the world public in all its variety, must feel this 
kec11ly. 

llere il will be sufficient lo mc11tion but a few of the pmblems that are 
heginni11g to cause ma11y people concem: energy supply, environmental pro-
1L•clioll, elimination of such blights as mass hunger and dangerous diseases, 
m11l development of the resources of the world ocean. 

Solution of these problems requires comprehensi\·e, sincere and effectin• 
cooperation among gon•t·nmenls, represenlath·es of economic and scientific 
circle;;. and, of cou1·se, the most diverse political, professional and cultural 
organizations. The peoples must. come to know one anol.lwr. and there mu;.:l 
therefore he a lively and varied exchange between many of their representa
tives. 

Cleady, pL•acc is the most important. condiliou for such cooperation. It 
is impossible lo make a good start in resoh·ing Lhe problems that affect the 
future of all mankind or lo fulfill the many urgent tas).;s of today without 
a sy;.:lem of international relations based 011 peaceful coexistence. 

The co11crete dir·eclions of furt.het· advance towards the kind of peace we 
all \van\. arc clear. I ha,·e spoken about them eal'lier. They ar·e suggested by 
tlw existing intemalional situation. And we are deeply convine{'() that the 
vital tasks which are of ron•most importance today in the struggle lo consoli
d ale peacP can he accom pi ished through joi nl. Pl"l"orl. 
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This means, a!Joye all, laking steps to sellle, on a fair and just ha:-:is. the 
armed conrlicts that are still laking place. 

This means creating a system of collective secu1·ity in Europe, and then 
also in Asia; this would enai.Jle us gradually to eliminate the present dh·ision 
of the wodd into political-military blocs. 

This means ending the race of nuclear and other armaments through l'aith
ful ohsei'Y<IIJCe by stales of the commitments which they have voluntarily 
accepted, and- this is especially important- in,·olvemenl of the world's 
majm· po\\·ers in this process. This would mnrk the beginning of a gradual 
reduction in the material basis for a military confrontation. 

This means developnll'llt of economic, scientific, technical and cultural 
cooperation based on complete equality, mutual ad\'anlage, without any 
discrimi11alion and without attempts at interference in each other's intcmal 
affairs. 

These we rq~a1·d as the main ohjecli,·es in the struggle for peace in pre
sent-day conditions. Of course it will take time to achieve some of these ohjl'c
ti\'es, \Vhilc others demand prompt and immediate nction right now. But 
pcrseYcri n g, cnei·gclic and active efforts arc required on the part of st a tl's, 
and also of political and broad public forces interested in consolidating peace 
to atlnin both these sets of objectives. 

The long years of cold war hnve left their imprint on the minds not only 
of professional politicians; they have resulted in prejudice, suspicion, :md 
poo1· 1\nowledge - even a rp)uctance to ncquire luJowledge - of the real 
position held hy others and tlu•ir possibilities. Certainly, it is not easy to 
tum over a new leaf. l3ut this has to be done; it is e:-:sential to learn to coope
rate. 

Our philosophy of peace is a philosophy of historical optimism. Though 
the prese11t situation is complicated and contradictory, we are confident that 
the broad peace offensive now under way will he successfuL What an• the 
grounds for our optimism? 

011!' optimism is I.Jased. above all, on the fact that there exists such a pl·r
manenl, powerful nnd dynamic factor of peace as real socialism, whose peace
lo\'ing policy stems from the \'Cry nature of this social system. Our optimism 
rests on the unity of views and actions of the majority of the socialist countril'S. 

Out· optimism is based on the profound interest in n just and democratic 
peace of many of the Asian. African and Latin Americnn stales and peopks, 
including the non-aligned· countries. 

Our optimism is hnsed ou the successes already achie\'Cd by the policy 
of peaceful cocxisteuce, on the fact that the ruling circles in some of tlw ca
pitalist. count1·ies are showirw a <rrowiurr aJlJ>rcciation of the real col'l'elation 
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o word lorccs and coming to realize that war is unacceptable ns a means l'ot· 
solving intemational problems. 

Out· con,·iclion that the cause of peace is invincible is based on our pro
~ound belicl' i~1 the great life-affirming force that springs from the peace-lov
~ng nature of the working man - whether he is a worker, pensanl, or an 
IntellectuaL And they constitute the vast and overwhelming majority in the 
wol'!d. 

Finally, we associate our optimism with regard to the question of pence 
with the acli,·ity of all the public movenH'IIls working fo•· peace which are 
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hmadly l'l'JH'esenled here at this world-wide forum. ancl with the further de
Yt'lopment or joint action hy Communists, Socialists, Social-Democrats aud 
Chri!'linns . 

. \11 thb is a sourTe of hope anrl confidence. 
lloweYer, the achie,·ements on the way to peace must he tirelessly deve

loped. Further progress will not. be easy. \Ve shall lun·e to surrnouut many 
obstacles, and repulse many counter-attacks hy the enemies of peace. The 
enrn plexity of the slnrggle also stems from the new conditious, the new phase 
in intcl'llationalrelations that we have now entered. As before. it \viii require 
not only a great degree of consistency, firmness and energy, but also better 
forms of work, new methods, timely and precise formulation of concrete 
irritiatiYes that can for·estall the appearance of seats of tension and relapses 
in the process of detente. l\luch still remains to be done to inYigorate each 
of the peace-loYing streams and, at the same time, to merge them into a sing
le channel. The imperative of the present moment in history or, if you like, 
the imper·atiYc of the epoch, is to unite all the pcace-loYing for·ccs of the world 
:~nd secure the peaceful deYclopmenl of all countries, all peoples. 

Dear friends, millions of people throughout the world expect much of 
the \\1orld Congt·css of Peace Forces. They arc awaiting answers to buming 
<Jill'!'Lions which tmublc the broad masses, and guidelines for· the world-wide 
Jlll hlic m oYcmen L whose aim is to help solve one of the most important prob
lems of the 20th century - the problem of ensul'ing a lasting peace. This 
is a great responsibility, and as I see it, it is also a great and inspl'ing challenge. 

Allow me to assure you that in your actiYity to consolidate peace you will 
haYc the fullest and most cfl'ecti,·e support of the Communist Party of the 
SoYiet Union, the SoYiet GoYcrnment, of all Soviet people. 

The internal life of the So\'ict Union, the activities and aspirntions of the 
SoYict people, our Party and Go\'emmcnt, are imbued with a st.riYing for 
peace. Those who ha\'c been here before, and those who are on their first 
\"i..,-itto i\loscow- all can sec the enthusiasm of the Soviet people engaged in 
pcacrful constnrct i \'C labour. 

At present our people are completing the third year of our Dth five-year 
plan. And judging by the preliminary results of the first three years, we can 
safely say that the main socio-economic targets set by the 24th Congress of 
the Ct>SU will be reached. This is horne out first and foremost by the steady 
growth of the country's national income, which \ViiJ ha\·c increased ·tG.tl per 
cent hy the end of these three years. 

Conspicuous advances ha\'c been made in all fields of the economy. \\'ith 
the plan for 1D73 cnYisaging an accretion of 5.8 per cent in industrial output, 
the actual growth in the first nine mouths of this year· over the same period 
I nst. year has been 7.3 per ccn t. 

By vi1·tue of the constant concem shown by the Party and the So\'iet 
stale, and the dedicated efforts of the farmers, we have had a record han·cst 
this year. It seems likely that we shall bring in more than 215 million tons 
of grain, or more than 13,000 million poods, to express it in our traditional 
Hussian nwasure. The annual plan for the purchase of grain h~' the state has 
nlrendy been exceeded. This year's figure for the purchase of raw cotton will 
he in excess of 7.5 million torrs, arrd of sugar heel more than 82 million torrs. 
Those, too, 11r·c hig succ('sses. 
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Nearly 7 million new apat·tments will he buill in Soviet towns and Yil
lages in just the first three yeat·s of the current fi vc-year plan. 

These successes give joy to Soviet people, and arc also acclaimed hy out· 
friends across the world. They know that these achievements conlrihutc to 
the consolidation of wodd peace. 

You can depend on the Soviet people, who have always - in the Pady 
years after their great revolution, in the years of building socialism, in the 
battle against fascism, in the post-war decades, and at the present t.irne -
stood and will continue to stand in the front line of the struggle for the in
terests of humanity. 

In conclusion I would like to thank the organizers of the Congt'l'SS and all 
of you, dear friends, for this opportunity of spealdng ft·om this high rostrum. 

Esteemed participants in this Congress, allow me, in conclusion, to wish 
you every success in your fruitful joint work that will, I am sure, find a ready 
response in the hearts of people 011 all continents. 
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Leonid Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union, addressing the World Congress of Peace Forces on October 26, 1973 



The Congress in session 

Peace forces of the world are united 



Valentina 1\ikolayeva-Tereshkova with 
Hortensia Buss i de Allende 

Mikhail Zimyanin, Chairman of the 
Soviet Committee for the World Congress 
of Peace Forces, with Horace Perera, 
Secretary-General of the World Federa
tion of United N a lions Associations 

Cheddi, Jagan, Gene•·al Secretary of the 
Peoples Progressive Party of Guyana 
lakes the floor ' 

Anna-Maria C:abral, lhe widow of Amil
car Cabral, addressing the Congress 

Gyufa Ka:Jlai, the head of the Hungarian 
delegation, speaking at lhc Congress 

Marcelino dos Santos, Cha irman of lhe 
Commission "N alional Liberation, I he 
Struggle Against Colonia lism and Ra
cism", talking with Omar Mohamed 
Yusuf of Somalia 



f 
t. 

t 

I 

Peter Onu, Deputy Secretary-General of 
the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), reading a message of greeting 
to the Congress on behalf of the OAU 

Hoang Minh Giam, delegate from the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, ad
dressing the Congress 

Bui Thi !{am, deputy of the National 
Assembly, Democratic Republic of Viet
nam, Presidium member of the Union 
of Vietnamese \Vomen 

Vasco Cabral, State Minister of Econo
mics and Finance of the Guinea-Bissau 
Republic, takes the floor 

Nikola Yujanovic, Chair
man of the Yugoslav 
League for Peace, ad
dressing the Congress 

Gerhard Kade or the Fe
deral Republic of Ger
many, Vice-President of 
the International Peace 
Institute, Vienna 

Albert Kahn, an Ameri
can writer 



Juan Marinello, the head of the Cuban 
delegation 

Pimen, Patriarch of Moscow and All 
Russia, talking with Academician N. Blo
khin during an intermission at the Con
gress 

Professor 
Chairman 
ScientifiC 
(left) 

Franz Nemschak of Austria 
of the Commission "Economic' 
and Technical Cooperation"' 

Hussain nur Elmi, representative of the 
UN Special Committee on Apartheid, 
(Somalia) speaking at the Congress 

Roy Hughes, Labour M. P., Britain, ad
dressing the Congress 

J6zef Cyrankiewicz, Chairman of the 
All-Polish Peace Committee, with Soviet 
journalist Yuri Zhukov 



Indian delegates in the Congress hall 

British writer James Aldridge among Congress delegates 

Congress delegates from Britain visiting the Leninist Komsomol Motor Works 



At the concluding session of the World Congress of Peace Forces 

Congress delegates laying wreaths at the Lenin Mausoleum 



The Floor wns lhC'n given to llornce Perera, Secretary-General of the 
Wcn'ld Fed em Lion of UN Associnlions mul Vice-Chairman of the Execu ti\'e 
Commillce of the Internnlional Pa·cparatory Committee for the World Con
gress, who spoke on bchnH of lhe deh~gntcs nnd observers. 

Addressing Leonid llyieh B1·ezhnev the speaker said: 
"I feel greally honoured to he ahle to express my gratitude to t.he Ge

neral See1·etm·y or the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the So
viet Union. Your Excellency, penni!. me, on behalf of the organizers ofthe 
Congress. all its Jl:ll'tieipants, to thank you pe1·sonally, the Government and 
the people ol' thP USSR for making it possible to hold this histol'ic forum of 
wol'ld pcal'l' forrl'~ in I he grea l l'i I y o£ l\Ioscow at whose walls the fascist hor
des ,,·er·c put to l'oul." The spealwr wholeheartedly thanked Leonid Ilyich 
BrezhneY for lhe spccrh he had made at the Congress. 

"The spirit o[ dl>lente," he continued, "which exists in the relations hPt.
wPen the L:ssH and the USA, the n1ounting efforts to ensure security and 
coope1·ation hetween nations han• become important factors fm· world 
peace. If owpn•r, I here a1·e sti II areas of couflict and tension in the wodd. These 
and other dl;ll problems are uudoubtedly a major source of concern to Yout· 
Excclleney. which can be judged from the fact that you spare neither your 
time nm· crt'Ol'ls to solve them. \Ye m·e saying this now," continued Horaee 
Perem, "because we all know about your tireless work to ensm·e peace and 
secmily in the world, Lo put an end to all forms of colonialism and apar
theid in all its ugly manifestations. 

"Thl' peoples of out· planet know vm·y well about yout· historic peace 
missions to the Federal Republic of Germany, the United States of Arne
rica, Fmnce and other countries, and also about the fact that, worl<ing in 
cooperation with the leaders of these countries, you have started a new C'ra 
in the history of the world. Reflecting on these missions and their re:-;ults 
we I'ecall that it was in the Soviet Union that the appeal for peaceful coexis
tence originated. All peace-lo\'ing nations salute the initiative of the Go
vemment and people of the SoYiet Union aimed at putting an end to the 
hostilities in the Middle East and at ensuring peace in this area. 

"The very fact that you, Your Excellency, are here today adds to the 
long list of your efforts to maintain peace," said Horace Perera. "You have 
shared your views and thoughts wilh us, you have given us the courage we 
need, you have inc.1·eased our awareness of the part the peoples of the world 
can and must play in achieving a just and stable peace, in fighting for free-
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dom and social progress. Your presence hPre today is for us an eveut iu our 
lives which we :-hall not merely remember. It is an event which has emiched 
our hearts and minds. I am sure that I am voicing lhe sentiments of all 
gathered in this hall, that your presence here and your speech will he an 
inspiration Lo us in our work to achieve the aims and purposes which have 
brought us here from all corners of the globe. In your speech you showC'Il us 
ho\v to achieve better understanding, detl'nte and cooperation in the inte
rests of world peace." 

On behalf of all the deiPgaLC's and obsei'\'Crs the speaker wished Leonid 
Ilyich Brezhncv grenl success in his efforts to promote peace, security and 
progress in the wol'ld. 



Fom·tt•cn comm1sswns which held t.heil· meetings at some of Moscow's 
fi1wst public buildings (the Kremlin Palace of Congresses, t.he Column Hall 
of the Trade Unions House, the Hotel "Ho~sia", etc.) wet·e formed at the 
Wol'ld Congt·ess of Peace Forces to deal with the many problems facing 
this international forum: 

PPnccl'ul Coexistence autl Inter
national Security 

Indochina 

:Middle East 

European Secll!'il.y illlll Cooperation 

Peace and Security in Asia 

D ism·m a 111 en t 

National Lihemtion - the Stmg
gle Against Colonialism and H a
cism 

Development and Economic In
dependence 

Chail·nuUJ: J 6zef Cyrankiewicz, 
Chairman of the All-Polish Peace 
Committee 

Chait·nwn: Anth·e Souquiere, 
Chai!'lnan of the Executive Com
mill.ce of the Stokholm Confet·ence 
on Indochina ( F'ranee) 

Chairman: Klim Corhe, Meml.wt· 
of the Secretariat. of the Presidium 
of the Socialist Alliance of the 
\\'odd ng People of Y ugosla Yi a 

Chairman: Canon Haymond Goor 
(Belgium) 

Chail'lnau: Ahdus Mohammed Aza 
Smnad, Honorat·y President of the 
\\'odd Peace Couucil, l\liniste•· of 
Agriculture of the People's He
JHlhlic of Baugladesh 

Chai!'lnan: Richnrd Andriaman
jalo, Presideut of the Judepeudence 
Cougt·css Party of l\ladagascar 

Chairmau: Mm·celiuo dos Sautos, 
Vice-President of the l\losambique 
Libera Lion F'1;on t 

Chaimtau: Dt·. Cesar Hondon 
Lovera (Venezuela) 



Coope1·ation fOl' Protection of the 
EnvironmPnl 

Cooperation in the Field of Edu
cation and Culture 

Economic, SriPnlific and Tcch
•lical Cooperal ion 

Social Progress anrl Human Hights 

Cooperation Between Intergovern
mental and Non-Governmental Or
ganizations 

Chile 

Chairman: /\cademirian E. 1\. 
FyodOI'OY' Hci'O or the SoY i el u ni-
01; (L'SSH) 

Chairman: JnmPs Aldridg-P, Win
ncr ol' the lnlc>r·nntional Lenin 
Prize> "Fm· Jlrornotion ol' Pence 
A rnong i\' a lion~," Brit ish wri l er 

Chairman: ProL Franz Nem
S!'hal\, Director ol' the .\u~lrian 
Institute of Econornie Hesc>ar·ch 

Chairman: EnriquP Pastorino, 
Chairman o[ the Wodd FL•dPration 
ol' Trade Unions (Uruguay) 

Chairman: Dr·. Knurl Nielsen, 
l'rPsidcn t of the W odd Associa
tion of \Vorld Federalists (Den
mar·!.;) 

Chainnan: \'ilma Espin de Ca
s! ro. Chair·man of the Federation 
of Cuban \Yonren 



Official Greetings to the World Congress 

of Peace Forces 

Numel'Ous greetings adrlresscrl lo the Cong1·ess came f1·om: Anwar Sadat, 
P1·esident of the AI'Ub Republic of Egypt; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, PI"ime 
i\1 i nister of Bangladesh; Todor Zhi v lwv, Chairman of Lhe State Council of 
the People's Republic of Bulgal'ia, Fii·st Se·e•·etary of the Central Committee 
of the Bulgal'ian Communist Party; Priuce Norodorn Sihauouk, Head of 
the Stale of Cambodia; i\lajor Fidel Castro Huz, First Seci'elary of the Cen
tral Committee of the Cubau Communist Pai'Ly, Prime l\linister of the Re
\'olu tionary G o\·emmeul of Cuba; Arch bishop i\Iakarios, President of the 
lh•pubJic of Cyprus; Lud\'ik S\'oboda, Presideut of the Czechoslo\'ak So
ciali~L Republic; Gustav Husal\, <_;eneral Set'l'etm·y of the Cent1·al Committee 
or the Cornmuuist Party of Czechoslovalda; i\lathieu 1\ea·ekou, P1·esideut 
of 1 he Republic of Dahomey; Ahli Harjalainen, Deputy Prime i\linisler of 
Fi ulan d, Fo1·eign i\linistei' of Finland; El'ic h l-lonec ker, First Secretary of 
the Ceutral Committee of the Socialist Unity Pa1Ly of Germany; \\'illi Stoph, 
Pn•sident of the State Couucil of the German Democmtic Hepu]Jlic; Hor~t 
Sindennann, Chail'lnau of the Couneil of .Ministers of the Gemwu Demo
CI'Hlic Republic; E•·ich Corn•ns, President of the National Couucil of the 
National Front of the Germau Democratic Hepublic; I. K. Acheaanpoug, 
Chairmau of the Nalioual Hedemplion Council of Ghaua; .1 anos KadaJ', 
Fi•·~t Seuelary of the Centnd CornmiLLee of the Hungarinn Socialist Wo•·
ke!·s' Party; ludim Gaudhi, Pl'ime l\liuister of India; Sardar Swaran Singh, 
Foreigu i\liuistcr of ludia; Ahmed llasau Al-Bakr, Presideul. of the He
public of lmq; Saddam Hussein, Viee-Presideut. of the He,·olutiouary Com· 
maud Coundl iu Iraq; Prince SouplHutouvong, Chairman of the Ccnt1·al Com
millec of the Patriotic Front or Laos; \V. H. Tolbert. Prl'sideut of Liberia; 
Didier Hatsimka, i\linister ol' Foreigu Affairs of the l\Ialagasy Hepublic; 
Moussa Traore, P1·esident of the Govemment and Head of State of the Re
public of Mali; Y. Tsedenhal, Fit·st Secretary of lhP Centnd Committee of 
the 1\!ongolian People's HPYolutiomuy Party, Chairman of the Council of 
l\linislel'S of the l\Iougo1ian People's Republic; Omar Tol'l'ijos 1Jel'l'era, Head 
of (;overnment of Panama; (;ene•·al .luau Velasco Ah·arado, President of 
the Hepuhlic of Pel'll; Edwa1·d <:ierek, Fin;t Sect'l'LHI'Y of the Central Comlllit
t.ce of the Polish Uuited \\'ol'l..:crs' Pa•·ty; Nicolae Ceausescu, Chainuan of 
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the State Council of the Socialist H.epuhlic of Hon111nia; Dr. Siaka Sl\'\"l'll!', 
PrcsidL•nL· 11f the Hepublie of Sil'!'ra Lcom•; Sirirna\'o BandaranaikP. Priruc 
Minister ol' the Hepuhlic of Sri Lanka; Huynh Tan Phal. Presidt>nl of the 
ProYisional Hc\·oluliorrary (;oycrnmeut of lhc Hepuldic of South \"ielrraru; 
Plwm Yan Dong-. l'riruP ;\linisler· of lhe DL•nrocratil' H\'[Hiidil' of Vielll<llll; 
Josip Broz Tito, l'n•sident ol' lhc Socialist Federati,·c Hl'public of Yugos
lavia. 



Speech by l\1. ''· ZlMYANIN, 

Chairn1an of the Soviet Committee for the "\\1orld 
Congress of Peace Forces, at the Concluding 
Plenary Meeting of the Congress, October 31 

I )ear friends, 
The fruitful week of om Congress' work is drawing to a close. Today it 

i:; hardly possible lo assess in full whal we have managed lo achieve together, 
i11 a good, friendly atmosphere. The renson is not that we have not cooled 
down al'ler discussions m· simply had no time to weigh the results of the 
Congress in lheit· entirely, but that these resulls will make themselves felt 
in the future, in our joint effort for peace, in the name of mankind's social 
progress. It seems lhal the last day of the Congress opens a new page in our 
co1nmon struggle for the aims which were its motto. 

J'\eyerlheless, it is dear already today that the Congress has become an 
outstanding CYenl in the life of the peace-loving public mo,·emenls, trends 
and organizations of today. It has not only brought together people of most 
Yarious political and philosophical views. It showed that awareness of 
responsibility for the destinies of the world and for ils future is stronger than 
these dil'l'erenccs. The Congress managed not only to discuss major political, 
economic, social and other problems from the angle of safeguarding peace, 
but also to work out a common approach to them. 

The documents, which arc the fruit of our joint cl'forts, express this com
Ill 011 a p prone h. This is precisely why we can regard them as a principled 
platform of the peace forces' actions for intcrnatioual security, disarmament, 
11aLional independence, cooperation and peace. 

Dear friends, 
During these days ma11y warm words were said at our Congress about 

the Soviet Committee for the Congress. Allow me to extend our cordial gra
titude to you for such a high appraisal of the work we have done. I can only 
say Lhal we did this work with great joy. 

At this Congress many good things were said again about the Soviet 
l'nion, about the policy of the Communist Party, the Soviet slate, about 
the actiYilies of Leonid I lyich Brczhncv aimed at strengthening peace, 
~erurity and international friendship. The SoYicl delegation extends its 
cordial gratitude to you for this. Allow me, ft·iends, to repeal the words 
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uttered by Leonid Jlyich in this hall a few days ago: "You can depend on 
the Soviet people, who have always - in the cady yeat·s after their great 
revolution, in the years of building socialism, in the battle against fascisr"il, 
in the postwar decades, and at the present Lime -stood and will continue 
to stand in the front line of the struggle for the interests of humanity." 

Allow me to wish you good health and happiness, and new successes in 
your noble work for dUI·able peace, in the name of a happy future for all 
mankind. 



Speech by Romesh CHANDRA, 

President of the \Vorld Congress of Peace Forces, 
Chairman of the Steering Committee 

of the 'Vorld Congress 
of Peace Forces, 

Secretary-General of the World Peace Council, 
at the Concluding Plenary Session 

of the Congress, October 31 

Deat· delegates, 
\Vc have atTived at the eonduding moment or om Congres~. \\'c han• 

received a great number of messages from all ovet· the world, and 1 should 
lil\c to tell you about some of them because they tell us vividly the reasons 
flJI' which we have gathered here in l\loscow. 

Here you see a few onliuary postcards. \Ve have received huudreds of 
them. They were sent to us by children of many countries. It seems to mP 
that children everywhere feel, by instinct, that. om· Cougress is of special 
importance for their lives. 

There are many other messages. Here, for instauee, is a sheet. of papct·, 
which is precious, invaluable. lL is signed by political prisouers \\"ho Jaugui:·dt 
in jail near i\ladrid. The first line of this lcttct· says: "We arc addrPssing you 
with a hope that our cause aud our suffel'ings may be known to you. But 
we are aware that our problem is only a tiny grain of sand in IIH' vast dl'sert 
of the most urgent problems facing manldud today.'' 

1 should like you to authol'ize me to let them kuow that. theit· voirc has 
t·eached us, that our Congress remembers them. 

And now there is not a single problem, not a siugle a~perl of human life 
that is insignificant fm· us. All the grains of sand eommatlll out· allention 
and our love. 

Our lllO\'l'lllCllt has ehauged bcyoud rccognitiou. Today il is a mon••nenl 
\Vhich iududes mauy OJ'gauizalions and individuals holding diffl't'eul ,·iews; 
it deals with the most vital problems 011 which the minds and henrts of man
kind are conl·entt·ated. This movement coneel'lls itself and acls in rl'gard 
Lo all the problems, all the issues which relate to the huildill" of a uew wol'ld, 
the building of a new life in all countries for all peoples~ The solution of 
pi'Oblems of the smallest of countries m· regions or eilies or· villages eoiH'CI'IIS 

this Congress, the Assembly of the Peoples ol' 1 he \\'ol'lcl. That. is why out· 
hearts arc with the graius or saud ... iu Madrid and evet·y,vlrere else. 

As for children, we want all the childt·en of the world to be lil.:e the child
ren of this land on which we are HOW meeting, lobe happy like these chilc!rerr, 
whom we_ have heard si11ging and dancing on the stage of this PalacP of Cou
grcsses, like those whom we see wherever we go in this eountry. 
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\Ve do nul forget the children of many lands whom we han~ SL'l'n in pho
tographs m· with our own eyes. \Ve do nul forget the children dead ,,·ith thPir 
hearts pierced with bullets floaling down the river l\lekong. \\'p cannot 
foi'get the schoolchildren of Bahr el Bakr in Egypt al:-:o mowed down by 
bullets made in the same factories as those which found the hParts of thP 
children floating down the RiH'r l\lekong. \\'e shall not. forget the rhildn'll 
dead from hunger in many parts of this world of ours. 

The ri vet·s of the world have not. been created to carry dead ('hi ldrPII·s 
lwdics. IL is not for this thal rivers should be flowing in any part of this 
world. And lhis is why our Congress calls on all the peoples to join hands 
to change together the character of these rivers, the rivers \\"hid! used to 
carry dPath, and to turn them inlo ri\'ers of life and joy fOI' all the childn•n 
of the \\"<>rid. so that these children may dance, sing, lau~h and enjoy thPIII
sl'lvcs 1111 o11t Parlh, all over the world, on the banks of all the rin•rs of the 
\\ 0 1'1 d. 

Our Cungn·s~ 1<: a Congress o[ co11fidenee in the pcoplps' JH>WPr, in thl'it· 
ability to 111ake thr· peoples' l'inest aspirations and hopl'S a re;dity. 

\\'hal is the main chat·actcristic of this Congress'? \\'hatevcr the political 
differences bet\\·cen us, out· Congress has \'i\·idly shown that we ran work 
together. It has also shown ench of us that we must \W>rk togethl't' if we 
want wodd public opinion to become the mighty iHviHcible force which it. 
must become, for the sake of the future of Jnankind. 

Of course, we shall work in different ways, with <llll' different viewpoints. 
our different methods and approaehes. But there is no rontradictiotl. \\'e ('illl 
and llltt!"t work logethct· on a whole range of probll'n1s co\·ering the widest. 
fields of mankind's struggles. 

Our Congt'l'Ss is a Congress which unites the most di,·erse organizations 
which seck to work together for the comnHIII goal. 

\\'e have al this Congress accomplished a trCJIICtlllous an1ount. of work. 
SometiHws. when one docs not sec the wood for the trees, one may imngitiL' 
that. we repeal ourselves, lhal ou1· documents nrc just echoes of what has 
already been. But tnake no mistake- this is not a fact. Our Congress is 
not a repetition of the past, il is something new, sontething that has nevct· 
happened before. 

, \\:e have drawn up a programme of actio11. ;\Ially, ot· some of you nt:1~· say: 
Nolhtng can be casiPr than to write a programme- hut who is going to 
f~dfil it) I helic\·e that in all the documents we hnve adopted in the Comntis
s~ons, a special achieYetnent has been the adoption of the progt·ammc of ~~l'
tulll. \\'e must fulfil this programme nnd we will fulfil it. 

And then there is a sheet of paper which speaks about the futurL', about. 
follow-up al'l ion and the continuation of our work. I I is, of course, just a 
shl'l'l of paper. But we haYe drnwn up ils contents very carefully, lcsl anyone 
sho~tld misunderstand us. \Ve are nol creating any ::;ort of "super organi
zatiOn" which is to impose ils will on others. 

The importance of this decision regarding out· follow-up action is very 
great. \\'e can cooperate, and out· Congress shows !hal we musl continue and 
f'XI!•nd thb cooperation. 

_Each Commission in::;istcd, in its final rPport, on the nPc<l for such coopr
rattotl, a11d Uw same conclusion is to IJe fou11d in our l'inal document. There 
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i.-: a ln•rnl•rHious range of problems on which we can coopemll'. \\'e rppresent 
ht•n• thousands of organizations. When we pool the efforts of the millions 
of people represented hl'I'('. the resu)l wiJI l.Je se\·eraJ limes greater than the 
:-:urn lola! of the results obtained through out· work separately. Millions of 
people will join our work - those who, until now, haYe stood aloof from the 
sll'ltggle for peace on the sidelines, will join our ranks and work together 
with us. 

,\s a result of our· Congr·ess, to our moYement. in the future will rally 
lll'W organizations, new moyemenls and new forces. and so it will become mauy 
Limes slr·onger than today. Let me say this once again, that our Congress is 
a new landmark in l he histor·y of the moycment, a new landmark in our 
cooperatiou and our uuily of action, which is of such Yilal importance to 
all of us. 

The Congress has gi\'en us a fresh spirit of unity. \Vc now go hack to our 
cotllttl'it>s to revort lo our peoples 011 what we haYe done. \\'hat shall we tell 
thL•m!1 i\lany things. But aboYe all. perhaps, that the Congress has giveu us 
a new belief in the invincibilitv of our mo,·emcnt. 

I want to extend to all of ·you. dem· delegates, our heartfelt gratitude 
l'ot· all you ha\·c done fOI' the success of the Congress. \\'e must extend our 
profound gratitude lo thousands and thousands of people who arc not pr·e
!"l'Itt here today. Our Congress OWl'S a dcbL or gratitude, too g['('ill to he r·e
paid, to our brothers and sisters, peacl' fighters. the rank-and-rile peace 
eltampions who haYe made our meeting possible. These are the interpreters, 
l ranslalors, typists. tl'chnical workers in all fields. I should also like to thank 
lltL• workL•rs in the hot.Pis, worker·s in this Palace or Congresses and in all the 
buildings where our commissions worked. 

The -so,·ieL Committee of Support fo1· the Congr·ess is a body which re
prPsenls all the public organizations of their country- the Peace Committee 
<lltd organizations of pPasanls, women, youth. scientists. artists and cul
tural workers. The SoYiel Peace Committee repre!'enls all the SoYiet people. 
It is precisely to the SoYiet Committee. to all the SoYiet people. tlwt we 
t•:xlcnd otll' gratitude fot· all they haYe done for us, for all that has made our 
work togl'l hl'r here so possible and useful. 

I should also like to l'xlend once more our gratitude to the IPaders of this 
country and particularly to Leonid llyich Brezh11e\·, Ge11Pral Secretary of 
Lltl' Cc11lral Cornmillee of Lite Commu11isl Party of the SoYil'l \.!Ilion. I want 
to repeal that we rl'member the remarkable spet•ch he made here. \H' re
llll'lllber tlte words and the spirit of this speech. But what I belieYP is of ut
lllosl irnporlance was the emphasis Comrade Brezlute\· placed on the irnpor
lance of world public opinion, the Yo icc of the peoples. 

After this Congress we shall bear a double responsibility. \Ye at·c mor·e 
a11d more aware of Lhe fact that the force of public opinion has grown. \Ve 
lta,·c still to win mot·e Yictories, and public opinion will play all eYer more 
importa11t a11d e\·en decisive role in the winning of these victories. This is 
the feeli11g which permeated the work of the Congress at eYery moment. 
Leaders of govemments working for peace and i nde pende11 ce h;we sell t us 
lhPit· messages, which sa~' what I am saying now. that public opinion is 
playing an ever grPalpr· role. \Ve must also rernl'mher thnt there still am 
go,·ernments which ignore pu hlic opinion and trample on their peoples' 
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rights. Let everyone know: no govemment - not the most powerful - ca11 
uny more ignore lhc power or public opinion. 

Quite recently, when we had already assembled in .i\loscow, the wol'ld 
lived through tense days, times of dangerous international JH'OYocations. 
There was a moment when cet·tain forces sought to bring us again to the 
brink by dccl<u·ing an "alert" of their forces, includi11g those with nuclear 
\veapons. But let these provocateurs know: the peoples are on the alert, nnd 
thanks to their vigilance, the alert of the pence forces thwarted the alert 
with which the imperialists tried to i11timidate them. 

This General Assembly of the Peoples of the World warns the war-malwrs 
to beware. Our Congress does not die today. It lives 011. Our work will con
tinue for building a new life on this earth. The peoples have the power to 
defend and build peace. 

Long live the Congress of defenders of peace and of builders of a new 
life! 

Long live the General Assembly of the Peoples of the World, on the 
alert against all schemes of the enemies of peace, fighting together for inde
pendence and social progress! Today we, the peoples of the world, can 
win and shall win - this is om· goal, and this is our pledge! 



DOCUl\'IENTS OF TI-lE \VORLD CONGR·ESS 

OF PEACE FORCES 



Appeal of the "\Vorld Congress of Peace Forces 

\Ye, the participants in the \Vol'ld Congt·ess of Peace Forces, gathered in 
l\Ioscow, call on all men and women to unite the it· effol'ls to ensure that a 
just and enduring peace should JH'e\·ail on emlh! 

Our appeal is the result of reflection and discussion concerning the path 
lo lasting peace. Our Yiewpoints on life differ in many ways. But all of us 
arc agreed on the main point- the need to eliminate war from human so
ciety, to assure the people of the right to choose its own way independently, 
and to place the great achievements of science and technology at the sen·ice 
or social progress. 

Of late, the international politieal climate has begun to dear thanks to 
the success of the peace forces. Tho costly and burdensome cold war is begin
ning to recede into the past. Thet·e is now real hope that the present and fu
ture generations can he delivered from the nightmare of nuclear disastet·. 
Tlw cmbitternwnt. and confrontation in intemalional relations will gradual
ly giYe way to pc>accful. mutually henefieial cooperation, and lo greatc>r con
fidence among slates. 

l\luch has been achieYed. But far from eYerything. There arc still regions 
in the wol'11l where tensions arc running as high as before, where flash points 
of aggression ft·aught with danger for all mankind haYe not yet beC'n C'limi
nalcd. \\'hilC' the roundation is hC'ing laid for relations of peaceful coesi!'tence 
hctweC'II slates with val'ious social systems, those who wish to lear dow11 
what has nll'eady been buill and drag the world hack to cold war are still at 
work. The arms race has not been slopped. The nuclear bombs are not dC'stroy
ed. ThC' mililm·y budgets of many countries are still growing. And the mili
tat·y blocs have not been dissoln~d. 

The forrc>s of impcrinlism, aggression and reaction arc still holding the 
last remaining strongholds of colonialism. They are organizing fascist 
llulsches. They at·c sowing stt·it'c and enmity hotween peoples. And as long as 
thoro is eYen an inch of land where blood is being shed and aggression com
milled, as long as any pPople arc denied the right to settle theit· own future, 
aJHI as long as there are fnscist and racist regimes suppressing the democra
tic will of the people. the conscience of mankind cannot rest, and the edifi
ce of peace will not repose on a dependable foundation. 

The peoples of tho world should no longer accept a situation in which 
a 111ajor part of the world's resources is deYoled to the preparation of war. 
Tlwy should refuse to accept the constant lhrL'at of allnihilation by war. \Yar 
is not inevitable, hut peace will be endangered if we fail to rectify the injus-
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tices which condemn forty per cent of the world population to liH• on lht• 
verge of starvation and of economic degrad a I ion. i\ri I i lary <' x JH'rHI i lnr<' t hJ'Ough
out the world exceeds that for health :-;er\"ice~ hy two ;urd oiiP half time:-; 
<lnd that for education by one and one half limes. 

Hacial discrimination, colonialism a11d Jteo-cololliali~"' n•drH'P huma11 
hei11g~ in lar·ge areas of Africa and other par·ts of the \\·odd to a sla\"!' slal11~. 
Democratically elected governments ar·p o\·prthr·owll. or· iJttimidatl'd; mul
tinational coqJOralions threaten tht• t'l'OJIOJiliC illdl'JH'JI()(•IJCl' or \\"Pakcr 
~tales a11d stultify their developmt>lll. 

Jn many countries human rights ar·t• di~r·pgardl'd; pcoplt- ;rn• dPtliPd thPir 
political. civil, economic, social and cnltural right~. \\"hiiP lip ~,.,.,·icP i~ 
paid to the equal status of women. rl'al oppor·tu11ily to achii'H' t•<pralit~· with 
men is often denied to them. At the natio11al ll'vPI often i11adt>qrrall' protec
tion is given to workers. At the illlel'llalional le\"1'1 t>ffecliH" nrarhinPry must 
he provided for the better protection of hu11ra11 I'ight~ a11d error!~ should he 
made to secure the r·atification ami inrpiPtJJelllalioJt of the llrllrran Bights 
Cove11anls. 

Crave crimes against huma11ily han• Ol'CIJJ'I'l'd i11 I'L'CPIII YL'<Ir·~ a11d P\"PII i11 
recent wee]\~ which weigh hea\"ily on Lltl' lwma11 coJtscit•JtcP. TIH•n• han• heen 
nggrp~sions <llrd lrol'l'ifying massaerl's; lhP~l' Colllillue up to this tJJollrl•nl. 
(;pnoride, l'COCicJe, \he torture of priSOJil'I'S. Cllld lht' JISt' or iJJdisl"J'itllilla(l• 
\n•apolls such as napalm and mrti-pt•rsolllll'l dt•Yirl'~ lra\l' lllrrorlrllrall'ly hl'
COilll' commo11place in some parts of lhL• \\·ol'ld; l'\t•ryolll' is onl~· too well 
aware of the most 11otorious cases. \\"l• lllllsl II<'Vl't" nllow ;t sil11atioJt wlrPn• 
SIICh Crimes arl' l"l'!.!'anlecJ as rouliJIP: \\"1' 11111'( 110! allow Ollr Sl'IISl' or 
honor and i11dignati.on over lheoi<' arts to IJl'l'Oilll' duiiPd. Crimt•s against. 
lllllll<lllily must lw identified a11d coJJdt'llllll'd as such. · 

The \Yodd Collgrl'SS of Peace ForT<'~ rl'JII'l'S!'IIls lht• rt'SJllliiSl' or lht' onli
llary pl'oplC' of the world to thost• dallgl'rs ar11l i11justin•s. It call~ ror a Ill'\\" 
t•ffor·t lo eiiSilrl' \hal the know)eclgl'. labour illld \\"l';dth or IIJ<IIIkilld should 
he used for thl' benefit of the peojde and 11ot for the destruction ot· ensla\'l'
ment of human beings. 

TOGETHER WE THE PEOPLES DE:\IAND: 

- the accepta11ce and implemelll<ilioll of the principlt•s or pt•acl'ful co
e.xislellce, based on international securil.v ;r11d lllllluall.\· adYalllagPous eoope
rntioll between stales in every spltl•re. 011 ll'JTilorial illtl'gTit.\·. n;rlio11al ill
dPpPIIdence. SO\"er·eignty, and )ega) equafit.\· or all S(all•s. 11011-illll'rft'rl'IICe ill 
internal affairs. and repudiation of lhl• llm•al or liSl' of foJ"('(•; 

- the elimination of racism, colollialisllr a11d lll'o-colonialisnr i11 all 
tlrl'ir· manifestations; 

-general and complete disarmallll'lll; lht• \\"ithdrawal of all military 
basL•s and foreign troops; abolition of all ruilitar~· alliallces; 

tire adoption of an intemational coii\"l'Jrtioll outlawi11g the use of IIUC

ll'ar· weapons. their manufacture, tesli11g a11d stockpili11g; 
. the endi11g of all forms of aggressio11 a11d lhl' endi11g of a11y atlempls to 

HCljllll'l' by foree the territory of other stall's; 
- the utilization of the resources, now ust•d for war purposL•s, for the era-
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dicalion of poverty, ignol'ance and disease and the provision of better educa
tional, health and social services; 

- the removal of injustices, the more effective protection of human rights; 
- the right of all peoples to own and control their national resources and 

to cany out social and economic reforms as they see fit; 
- l he i rn plemenla lion of UN decisions to ensure peace, security and jus

lice. 
These demands correspond to the principles of the UN Charter, to the 

pri nci pies of the Band ung Conference, of the Conference of Non-Aligned Sta
tes and to those enu11ciated in the various recent agreements and declarati
ons for the preservation of peace signed by leaders of States with different 
social systems. 

TO THESE ENDS the national and international organizations must coor
dinate their efforts to mobilize world public opinion as an effective instru
mcn t for peace. Educational policies must be specifically orientated to achieve 
these objectives. 

\Ve call on the international community to eschew cold war attitudes and 
in the words of the United Nations Charter "to practice tolerance and live 
together in peace with one another as good neighbours". 

\Ve are determined to save this and succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war and we reaffirm our faith in human rights and progress at all 
levels. It is on this basis that the edifice of peace can be built by the efforts 
of every man and woman. 

Our message to all those who cherish peace is that reason and confidence 
must prevail in the world. They can prevail. This depends on every one of us. 



Communique of the \Vorld Congress 
of Peace Forces 

The \Vorld Cong1·ess of Peace Forces was held in l\luscow on OctoliCI' 25<11, 
1U73. lt was the broadest forum in the history of public movements unilirw ., 
people belonging to 120 iutemal·ional and over 1,100 national o1·ganizations 
and movements in ·143 countries. 

Seven days of frank discussion in the spirit of a l'OIISLI'llelive dialogue 
enabled us, taking into account various altitudes, to make a comp1·ehensive 
examination of urgent and diffieull problems of Lhe preseut day. 

The \Vorld Congress has been an impot'lant milestone in the development 
<>f the efforts of the peoples for the defence and the building of peace. lL has 
made an invaluable contribution towards greate1· underslauding and coope
I'ation among organizations holding ver·y different political and other views. 
This will give fresh impetus to e.ornmon action . 

. Much of what has taken place on the international scene mcenlly fills 
us with hope and inspiration. There arc signs, for· lhe first. lime since theSe
cond \\"odd \Va1· that the threat of another disaster·, rnueh mo1·e tcrl'ihle foi' 
its_ possible conse'q uences, is beginning lo recede. The concept of peaeefu l co
exrstenee is winning more and mor·e adherents in and outside govemrnents. 
There is greater understanding that concL'rn for world peace and security 
cannot be the affair solelv of a small number of major powers. This under
standing is pi'Ompting c;mntries-big, rnediurn and ~mall, whether they 
belong to various blocs and gwups OI' a1·e non-aligned-to contr·ibule more 
a eli vel y to the broadening process of d'Hen te and lo the significant. tum 
from hostility, confrontation and cstmngemenl to meaningful, equal coope
ration. 

~3ut much of what is happening today causes anxiety and wony. Rela
:-atiOn in some areas is accompanied by explosions ol" ten~ion and aggression 
11_1 others, which inevitably make an ominous imparl on intcl'llational rela
tions generally. The efforts to slow down the arrns race arc still encountel'ing 
C~llls~ d erahle resistance from the rn i lilary-in d ustl'ial corn ple.xcs and from mi
l~tanst, openly fascist and racist regime~. Despite the process of decoloniza
t.IOn · colonialism in various forms still de11ies lo peoples their independence 
and llll:i1· inherent right to be the unchallenged masters in Lhei1· own countri
es. Dehbemte efforts are made to revive the cold \Var and thereby adversely 
arrl:ct the recent. fcwourable changes in the international climate. 

fogether we have considered what can and must he done in this situation 
hy the peace forces through the power of wol'ld opinion. \Yc have come to the 
conclusion that it is necessary to take vigorous and concerted action, leav-
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ing aside all that divides us. to help fostci' the progress now under way to
wards peace and security. Drawing upon theii· fruitful work, the '14 Commis
~ions of the CongrC'ss sunJmed up the positive results of their discussions and 
conclusions and worked out a common approach to problems, whose surl·c~s
ful solution, we arc certain, will he the guarantee that the successes achie
vpd in the 'l!l70s will lead to a durable peace on our planet. 

\Ve attach JHiramount importance to the following problems. 

Peaceful Coexistence and International Security 

Peace cannot he ensured without. the world-wide acceptance and imple
mentation of the pl'inciple of the peaceful coexistence of stales, regardless 
of thei1· social systems. 

Peaceful coexistence is not simply an absence of war; it gives each nat ion 
the possibility of upholding its independence and sovereignty within inviol
able frontiers and, ou that basis, promote all-sided cooperation, ensuring 
exchanges and concei·ted action by nations in the interests of peace and so
cial progress. 

Peaceful coexistence does not siguify reconciliation with injustice. On the 
contrary, it presupJH>ses that aggression is effectively checked and that the 
nations have the I'ight to fight Ly all necessary means for their political and 
economic liberation aud social progress, to freely determine tlwir own dp:;

tiuy without any outside interfen•ncc. For this reason it is in keeping with 
the interests and Pthical ideas of peoples about tile principles that must 1111-

dt>l'iie a just peace. 
Peaceful coexisteuce rules out the usc of force in the relations between 

eouutries and predcLPrnlilles the truly peaceful charal'lcr of the ,·mious 
means of sellling disputPs and differences. This is precisely what makes it the 
most dependable foundation of international security. Such a foundation 
caunol he pmYided hy a "balance of fem·", which is unstable and dangerous, 
for it presei·,·es and justifies \\'HI' preparations, sustains a military background 
for the settlement of international pl'Ohlerns and aggravates the militar~· eon
frontatiou between gi'OIIJlS of countries. 

The altemative to this, and it is a quite n•alistic altemative, is to Cl'L'alc 
the political, economic, social, cultuml and psychological guarantePs of 
security. This is the only way lo end the divisiou of the world into oppo~ing 
rnilitai'Y and political l>locs and lo settle other cardinal aspPrts of ntilitary 
detente. On this I'mHI the United Natious can fulfil its role as an effective 
iustJ·umeut of intemational security in full uteasure. 

Indochina 

Thr vi.rlory of. the ViPtnarnPse people, recorded in the Paris Agrcrmeut, 
and the viclory oltlll' people of Laos, recorded in the .'\gn•ernent aud Proto
col 011 Laos, arc major successes of the patriotic forces, which compelled US 
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imperialism to make substantial concessionf', and cleared the way to a just 
political settlement in that part of the wodd. 

However, the common enemy of these peoples has not abandoned his de
signs; the war in Cambodia continues to rage; with US assistaJH"e the Saigon 
administration and the reactionary forces of Laos at·e doing everything- to 
delay the enforcement of the signed agreements. lt is necessary to work for 
the strict and scrupulous observance of the Paris all(l Vientiane agreements 
by all the parties. 

The military operations against areas controlled by the Provisional Hr
volutionary Govemment of the Republic of South Vietnam must be comple
tely terminated; the political pl'isoners held by the Saigon authorities must 
be released and turned over to the parties concemed. 

Moreover, in view of the gravity of the present situation it is necessm·y to 
demantl in accordance with the principles and aims of the political progt·am
me of the United National Front and the Hoyal Government of National 
Unity of Cambodia that the USA aud its satellites should immediately cease 
their acts of aggression aud interference in the intemal affairs of Cambodia. 

The utmost support must he renderPd to the peoples of Laos, Cambodia 
and Vietuarn who, under different conditions, are fighting for iudependeuce 
and peace. 

The l\lidclle East 

The recent rnilit;ny explosion in the l\liddle East has shown with ITag-ic 
impact the danger of the long absence of a peace settlement in Lhal area due 
to Israel's continued, persistent aggression, which is a danget· to peace, and 
Israel's refusal to implement the UN n•solutions, and to the consequences of 
the continued occupation of Arab lands. It. has confii·Jned also that such in
transigence by Israel cannot yield success in the modern world. The latest 
decisions of the Security Council are based exactly on this, confirming, in 
fact, !.hat in present inlemational relations there must he no legalisation of 
annexation by force. These decisions show a realistic way to an immediate, 
just and complete settlement of the Middle East crisis. The basis of such a 
s~Ulement is the immediate implementation of the Security Council resolu
tiOns of Octo bet· 22, 2~3 and 2:), 1 !l7:~, I he complete wi thd ra wal of J srael i 
forces from all occupied Arab lands in conformity with the pl"Ovisions of UN 
Security Council Hesolution No. 242 and the basic principles of the UN Char
ter, as well as the full guat·anlee for the lawful rights and sPelll'ity of all the 
s~ates _and peoples of the region, including the rights of the Arab people of 
1 alestlfle to return to their homeland and to self-determination, in accor
dance with the U I\ t·esolut ions. 

European Security and Cooperation 

The succrsses of detente in Eul'Ope doYClail with the g-en<~r·al trend toward 
an intJH'ovement of international relations throughout the world. Sintilat·
ly, opposition to Emopean detente is closely linked with conflicts and ten
sions in other regions of the globe. 
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That is why it is so important to do everything to speed up, expand and 
deepen the process of the development of European security and reject. every 
a tlem pt. to slow down or compromise this proress. This is so important to 
peare that it requires increasingly active efforts not only by governments but 
also by the peoples themseh·es and various public organizations on the Euro
pean continent. I 11 particular, efforts must be made to secure the signing, 
within a reasonable Lime and on the highest level, of the concluding documents 
of the Conference on European Security and Cooperation and also to set up 
a permanent body that would help foster the work that has been hegtllt all!l 
guamntee its coni inualion. 

Political detente, which today has received priority over military de
tente, is nonetheless closely related to the latter. Proceeding from this, ef
forts should be made to secure the speediest attainment of an agreement on 
ending the anns race in Emope and on reducing the numerical strength of 
national and foreign armed forces in Cent1·al Europe. However, at a time when 
the process of detente is expanding, certain circles are suggesting that the 
EEC should be turned into a military bloc and that it should e,·en he given 
its own nuclear arms. Such plans, if they arc realized, would strike a heavy 
blow at detente. On the basis of political and rn i li tary security, equal econ o
mic, scientific, technical and cultural cooperation - multilateral and bi
latet·al -could make considerable headway. In particulm·, it would be pos
sible to establish useful con L.ac ts and links bet ween the differeu t economic 
groups in Europe, notably betwecu the Cl\lEA and the EEC. As regards the 
expansion of all-rouJul cultural exchanges, its purpose is to foster understand
ing and trust bel ween nations. 

PPace and Security in Asia 

Peace and serurit.y in Asia is threateued printm·ily by the imperialist po
licies of aggression, subvm·sion and by setting Asians against Asians. 

The peoples of Asia have recorded major successes iu the struggle against 
these policies. The non-alignntenL policy adopted by many Asiau countries 
is a valuable conli'ihulion towards peace, security and cooperation in the 
region. This basically anti-imperialist policy, the heroic victory of the Viet
namese people over US imperialism, the emergence of the Hepublic of 
Bangladesh, the Japanese people's anti-militarist movemeut and steps to 
secure durable peace in Lhe Indian subcontinent ai"e welcome efforts against 
imperialist couspiraeies. As a result, a decisive shift in the balance of forces 
for peace and freedom has been achieved. 

The settlement of a uumher of extrmnely dangerous conflicts and crises 
provoked by imperialism and its aggressi\·e polieies and interference puts 
into still bolder relief the aruteness and scale of Asia's unt·esohed problems, 
which hinder the stabilization of international relations on that continent. 
The principal task today is Lo dcf('at by coJJcerted efforts the manoeuvres 
of the imperialists, who are trying Lo subvert so\'ereignly in furtherance of 
the it· neo-colonialist aims. 
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The policy of creating a system of collective security in Asia, open l.o all 
Asiau stales, regardless of their social system, must be founded on the prin
ciples of peaceful coexistence in promoting the spirit of Uanrluug. I L wi II 
unquestionably help to settle such important problems as the irnrnediate 
elimination of still existing flashpoints of war ar11l the surmounting of the 
consequences of for·eign aggression and interference. On this road it. is ·IICC<'S

sary steadily to iutensify the struggle to rid Asia and the Pacific region of 
nudear tests, foreign military bases and military blocs. The eadi('st possible 
admission of the Hepublic of Bangladesh to the U:'-J and the full normaliza
tion of the situation in South Asia, and the conver·sion of the Indian Ocean 
into a peace zone are essential elernents of Asian security, the idea of which 
is receiviug growing support and merits the closl'sl cousidemtion hy the in
terested countries. Such a system could create the conditions for comprehen
sive cooperation among Asian nations for their development and social 
progress. 

The dialogue between the North and South Korea, begun on the initia
tive of the Korean People's Democratic Hepuhlic, is a further step towanls 
the peaceful reunification of Korea on a democr·atic basis, without foreign 
interference. Hut obstacles are being made by the South Korean authorities. 

The governments and all the social forces in the Asian countries are t'aeed 
with _the need of co-ordinating their approach to Lhr pmhlerns of peace and 
secunty on that continent. In working out this approach it would he necrssa
ry to proceed from the uni \'er~ally recognized prinripiPs of pParel'ul coexis· 
tenee and intel'llational sertll'ity, with due considet·ation fut· the sub111illed 
COIIStl'ltctive ideas <IIIU prindpl~s. 

Dis anna Ill<' n t 

The atrnosphpr·e of detPnte IIIIlS!. be usl'd I'm the practical st>lllcment of 
t~1e problem of ending the an1rs race and achie,·ing- disannarnl'nl. Developing 
sunultaneously, the processl'S o[ international d!~lcnte and of disarruaruent 
must stimulate each other. From steps to curb and linlit the anus race it is 
'.recessary to go over lo the practical reduction of armaments and, first and 
f<~t·cnH_Jsl., lo outlawing weapons of rnass annihilation, with the longer-term 
aun ?[ gen_era I arul complete d isat·rn aru en L. 

[·or this pmpose it is necessary: 
. - ~hat the treaties and agreements on disarrnarneut already signed, and 

whose importance is self-evident should be strictly fulfilled and that they 
should he subscribed to by countrtes that ha,·e not yet signed or· ratified the111; 

- that all the fi,·e rrudem· powers should sign a pact on the non-use of 
for·ce, con~aining the conrruilmenl to ban nuclear weapons in pcr·petuily, 
t·educe then· rnilitar·y spending, employ pari of the released funds for aiding 
the p_coples of the developing countries, ensure the termination of nudear 
tests Hl all sp~1eres, and take further practical sleps to end lhe nudear-missile 
race and the Improvement of nudear rnissilPs, and to achie,·e disarrnarnent; 

- thnt the proposals for the creation of nudPar free ZOIIl'S, the disman
tling of foreign militm·y hasPs and a han on the ~iti11g of nuclear weapons on 
foreigrr lel'l'itory should he implemented in practice; 
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- that. a \Vodd Disanuament Confe,·cure should be held as soou as pos
sible and the success of the talks now under way on recluciug armaments and 
arm cd f oroes in E u ro pc should be eusured. 

The l\'"ational-Lib(lration Movement, 
till• Struggle Against Colonialism and Racism 

The j>coplcs of Asia. Africa aud Latin America are fighting against colo
nialism, uco-colouialism, racism, apartheid, national oppression, and for 
n al ion al independence and peace. 

The forces of national lihei'Hlion are one of the main elements of the 
wOI'Id-wide anti-imperialist mo,·enwnl. of forging uuiYersal peace. 

The national-liberal ion movements lawfully represent their peoples and 
countries. 

The existence today of colonial and racist 1·egimes built 011 terror and 
truly barbm·iau exploitation of millions of people is a monstrous anachron
ism. Thcst• regimes ha,·e the full support of international imperialism, 
which seel•s to preserYe them by the most disgraceful manoeu,·rcs and un
disguised aggression. Colonialism and racism inteusify tension in \'cuious 
parts of l he world. 

E,•ery possible suppOI't and aid must be rendered to the liberation moYe
nH.•nt. of the Asian. African and Latin American peoples fighting against 
colonialism and racism. and for self-determination and national slatohood. 

It is uecessary to wo1·k fo1· the full isolation of the colonialist. fascist 
and racist regimes of Portugal, South Africa, aud Hhodesia. 

It is uecessary to work for the full national iudependeuce of peoples still 
languishing undel' the colonial yoke or the United Slal<•s. B!'itain, FI·ance, 
J lolland, and Spain. All the peace forces must wo1·k for the complete and 
unconditional implemC'nlalion of the many UN resolutions on the elimi
nation of colonialism, apm·tlwid and othe;· forms of racism. These forces 
are also worldng for the fulfilment of t.he UN resolution on the Decade of 
Action to Combat. Racism and Hacial Disc1·imination. 

All the peace forces must work for the recognition of the Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau by all countries. 

DPvl'lopment and Economic Independence 

The process of international detente c1·eales helt.er conditions for resolv
ing the economic and social problems of the Third \Vodd couutries. So long 
as these problems remain un1·esoh·ed or are complicated hy imperialist 
intederence aud exploitation, they may touch off new international con
flicts and create cxplosi\·e situations. 

Jt is intolei·ahle that in this time of scientific and technical revolution, 
the legacy of colouialism and colonial social structures has not been overcome 
in a vast section of the glob<•, all(l that. in many regions of the world there is 
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still hu11ger, disease, ecoiiOlllic and cultural backwardness, nnd poverty. 
Undoubtedly so, because all this is aggraYaled by the blackmail and pres
sure of international monopolies, which, hand in glove wilh local reactio
naries, support or install aiJti-popular and hlalantly fascbt regimes. 

The perseverance and constructive efforts of the deYeloping countries, 
fortified by effective intern a lion al solidarity. could resol Ye these vil al so
cio-economic problems and improve the Jiying standards of hundreds of 
millions of people. This could be facilitated by a reduction of militar·y 
budgets everywhere, by strict respect. for the rights of peoples to own and 
control their natural resources. hy greater economic, scientific and technical 
assistance to the deYelopi11g countries without any political conditions. 

Protection of the Environment 

l\la11ki~ld is ever more strongly conscious of the dange1·s stemming from 
the detenoration and destruction of the environment. The peoples of the 
ivorld have a vital slake in protecting the resources of the Ea1·lh, our common 
lome. And this requires active and multilateral international cooperation 
and rational use of natural resources. A persevering aud cousisteul drive 
~0 re-deploy part of the means now spent 011 armameut for measures prolecl
I~g r:Jd improving the ecological balance, lhe living and working conditions 
0 ~ ~luman beings, should be an o1·ganic parl of these efforts. 

ll t _ls ne~essary to work for the elimination of the extremely dangerous 
P1° utwn of mau's enYironmeut resulting from uuclear testing and the dis-
c laro-e of I"·'cl· l. 1 · t · · l 

b u IOac IYe m1c loxtc was e lll rt\"ers, seas anc oceans. 

Cooperation in the Field of Education and Culture 

f International cultural cooperation and broader human contacts will be 
0 greatv·llue· f ·1· · I I l 1· I d · and di" ' . - 111 ort1 y111g mutua tllll ers an< 111g among Jll'Ojl es an nat tons 
coin! lpellmg mistrust, prejudice and weconceiYed ideas. Tl11•y will help 
logy la·l _lhe. Jl_t·opagauda of mililai"Y psychosis, fascist aud militarist ideo
heal Lie 1 '~uvull~m and racism, and eYerything else that. undermines the moral 
rau 011

1 .0 Lh_e ~~IClividual. But this effect will not he achieYed unless coope
intl•r[, ~~~ thi~ held is based on the democratic principles of soYereignty, uon
laws ~1/ 11 ce 111 intemal ai"Llirs, and respect l"ot· the historical traditions and 

1 e\ CI"Y country 
dissl: 1 ~his _context it i~ possible and necessary to achieYe broader and freer 
tlll··it·"\~~~,~~~,<~~ 1 of info~·mati?n; beller condit_ions for joumalists lo perform 
tious 1 olessi?nal dut1es; lnlateral aud multilateral agreements and conYCn
\"Hit;Ps~011Cl'I"IIIng the use of mass media for a bi"Oader exchange of spiritual 



The forms of intemational cultural cooperation are nuied. Important 
among them arc cooperation in education and the culth·ation in the rising 
generation of lofty moral ideals and respect for all peoples; broader exchange 
of books; more extensive and better practices in trans! ating foreign au lhors; 
expansion of tourism and easier t1·a vel to other countries for professional and 
persoual reasons, ami the like. 

Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation 

Economic, scientific and technical cooperation is not only a result, 
Lut also a guarantee of peaceful coexistence. Its growth is obstructed not 
by distinctions in social systems, but by international tension, the arms 
race, and psychological warfare. The normalization of the world situation 
will, as it progl:esses, give still greater impulse to the use in the interest of 
national economies of the benefits of the international division of labour, 
of scientific, technical and economico-industl'ial cooperation, especially 
in the case of large-scale international projects. 

International economic cooperation should be based on the principles 
of equal rights, mutual benefit and the provision of the most favourable 
{:onditions for trade and other economic relations. Attempts to impose 
political and disc1·iminatory conditions, and to interfere in the internal af
fail·s of the other side, should he firmly excluded hom international practice. 
The system of world-wide economic relations should conform with the in
terests of all concerned and, in particu Jar, con tribute to the economic in
dependence of the developing countries. 

Every step closer to real disarmament is a step closer to the peaceful 
reconversion of the economy, offering added opportunities fo1· the de,·elop
mcnt of the most effective export industries and the expansion of intcrua
tional efforts promoting scientific and technical progress. 

Social Progress and Human Bights 

To live and work in an environment of peace, freedom and social justice 
is the inalienable right of every human being. To this end, a climate of de
tente, peaceful coexistence and friendly coopera lion is essential for pro
moting social prog1·ess and human rights. 

Poverty, unemployment and gross violations of human rights are rife 
in the world, and it is working people who bear the brunt of restrictious on 
human rights. People cannot be genuinely free without possessiug economic 
and social rights and their real guarantee, any more than they can be free 
without their civil and political rights. 
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Those stales and govemments that ha\·c not yet sig11ed Ot' ratified the 
Intemational Covenants on lluman Bights must do so to bring them into 
force. Adequate implementation machinery should he provided. The pos
sibilities of existing organs, such as those within the UN, should be fully 
deployed. 

The use of torture is on the inct·ease and existing humanitat·ian con ven
tions relating to armed conflicts arc not only inadequate but often ignored. 
It is recommended that special rneasUI'es be adopted by the United Nations 
to remedy these grave situations. 

The right to life is inalienable for every person and should he protected 
by law; and states should move towards the total abolition of capital 
punishment. The right to life also raises the problem of the right to refuse 
to kill. 

It is imperative to eradicate all forms of discrimination based on race, 
ethnics, sex, language or religion. 

\Vorking conditions must he improved, while slave and fot·eed labour 
mus.t be abolished. Health and housing conditions must be improved. Ef
fective and comprehensive systems of social secul'ity are needed. Illiteracy 
m~st be abolished and decent public education provided. The plight of 
migrant workers has to be soh·ed . 

. c.oo~eralion on many levels will he needed, for example, among nation~ 
With~n International organizations; among trade unions, youth, women's, 
re I.gwus and other public organizations; and among lawyers, economists, 
sociOlogists and other scientists . 

. In every country the citizen should have equal access to the fruils of 
social progress. All economic, social. civil, political and cultural rights 
must be assured by law and appropriately guaranteed. 

Cooperation Between Inte-rgovernmental and Non-Governmental 
Organizations 

mer I~. i1s cspecia II y important t.ha t the efforts now being taken on the govern
non•- <I •1c.vel to establish the principles of peaceful coexistence and on the 
to c go\ctn~nental level to consolidate the detente and give greatct· depth 

00 ller·ttiOll b t t• I I I vigoro ' e ween various JH'ace orces s 1011 < also he continued in more 
such . 1~8 llcoo~eration between intergovernmental organizations, global, 
At·ab 't . 10 UN, and regional as the Organization of Af!'ican Unity, the 
or~·u .. _e.,_gue. etc., on the one hand, and international non-govemrnental 

o', IIZ<~ltolt> on the other. 
Co~lpcrat1011 bel\veen the two gl'Oups of international org;111izations is 

OIIP ol the wavs · 1 . l 11 . · · · · · 11 ff · .1 · ·I . . ' J • Ill w llC 1 pu l tc opm10n can parttct pate 111 wor 1 a ;urs, 
" It< I rs ol ,,.,,.,,· I . . I I' It f I I . r· I . . I . ' <'II ar· unporlance 111 t 1e tg 1 o Itt' o lJ<'l' ,,.e v 111ereasutg 
ro ~· ol IH'<ll'l' for-c<•s. which nrc united into diffcr·c11t ntov.l'tllt'llls ·a11d orgnni.;. 
ZHIIOIIS COIIC('I'Jll'd with lhl• fall' of lhe world. 



Nou-go,·ernmeutal or·ganizations cau coulribule to the efforts of iuler
gon_•rnmental orgauizations to soh·c the rnosl important international po
litical problems. such as setllerncnt of iutcmational conflicts, setting up of 
sectrl'ily systems, promotion of disarmament, the struggle agaiust coloni
ali~Hn all(! racism, the problems of economic and social development and the 
c<)nservation of the natuntl envimnmeul, aud implemenliug decisions of 
intergover·nmeutal organizations hy expressing as well as enlighteniug 
puhlic opinion in support of the said function of UN and other international 
organizations. 

To be able to fulril this JHII'pose, the NC.Os- both national and inter
national -should together study and define ar·eas of common interest 
and action, especially iu relatiou to the UNO aud its specialized agencies. 

Chile· 

The fascist putsch in Chile has shown ouce again that the policy of the 
imperialist. reacliouary fm·ces poses a great dauger for· peoples taking the 
path of freedom and independent political and social de,·elopment. The 
o\'Ntht·ow of the legitimatP Popular· Unity (~o,·er·nment of Salvador Allende 
is a remindPr that the intel'llalional monopolies. aud the forces of external 
nnd donwstic reaction arc prepared at auy time to mot111t a eounter-offen
siH•. including Rn amwd coup. to establish ct ntilitary dictatorship and 
plunge the pL•ople into a bloodbath. . 

Chile's pxperiPIICL' sho\\'S oncP again that thP struggle for democratic 
idenls. for basic humau rights. and for the strengthening of legal it~· and the 
rule of law and order hast>d on thr will of tlte people is closely bound up with 
an nctin• policy of pt><H'l' and equnl cooperation in the international arena. 
Thl' !raged\' of Chill' demonstrates once ;wain that the forces which are . ~ 

ag;linsl dt;tente. agnin~t consolidating inlemational spcurity are the same 
!'otT('~ which attentpt to hinder the march of the peopfps nlong the road of 
nationnl lihe1·ntion and social pmgress. 

The growing solidarit~· with thL• Chilean people. the struggle against. 
tei't'OI'ism and Yiolence by the junta. for the liberation of all dPmocrats and 
patriots. and for the geuuim• rebirth of Chile is becoming a part of the mo
ventent for the consolidation of a unin•rsaL just and democratic peace. It 
is assuming truly world-wide JII'Oportions. 

* * * 

Tltis is our common approach to the cl'l!cial issues that, in the unauimous 
view or the participants iu the Congress, hold top priority today. \\'p Hl'l' 
convinced that this a ppi·oach can and should he a good and effective basi'> 
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for fruitful and agreed action by all who not only want peace but also intend 
to work for peace . 

. Time does not wail. The efforts of governments alone me insufficient 
to create a system of inlemational relations in which war would be impos
sible and all the peoples and stales could enjoy to the fullest the benefits 
of peace and the fruits of modern cidlization and the scientific aud tech
llical revolution. Everyone on earth has a stake in this. 

Time does not wait. \Ve trust that the Congress will lay a sound founda
tion and gh·e a powerful impulse to concerting the efforts of nil peace forces 
for international security and disarmament, national independence, coope
ration and peace. 

Time does uot wait. 



l~or the Implementation of the Security Council 
Resolutions , of October 22 and 23, 1973 

The eYents in the Middle East of October '1973 haYe sharply underlined 
the areat danger which any conflict in this area constitutes for world peace. 

The World Congress of Peace Forces meeting in .Moscow from October 25 
to 31, ·1 !)73, calls on all the peace forces, on all political parties, mass 
moYements and public organizations in all countries to mobilize public 
opinion on tl~e biggest l.lOssible s~ale, t~ ensure the immediate in!plernentation 
of the Secunty Council resolutions ol October 22 and 23, Hlt3. 

The situation today demands swift and effective action. and it. is the 
duty of all peace forces, national and international, to participate actively 
in this work, which is so necessary for the peoples of the Middle East and 
for the cause of world peace. 



Follo\v up Action 

1. The \Vorld Congress of PPace Forces-the broadest all([ largest mePI
iug of public organizations of all shades of political and other opinion held 
so far-marks only the beginning of joint national and intemational pf
forls to strengthen undeJ·standing and cooperation among peoples of difl"e
rcnl shades of political opinion for peace, national indepelHIPJICC, ini!•J"
nutional security, human rights and social pi'Ogress. 
. 1. The Cougress appeals to all JHlrlicipating organizations, llalional and 
mt:ruational. to approve the various J'CJHII'ls and n•commc1Hialions fo1· 
aclJoll n11d to carry them into effect to the degree and in the forms suilahle 
lo Lhc methods, lradilious, situations a11d conditions undPJ' which they ope
r·att• and in doiug so to he guided hy the principle of rt'Sfll'l'l for the indepcn
dl'IICP of the various orgauizalious and lllO\'l'llll'nls ronccrnPd. The CongTcss 
also appeals to all organizations, parties and mo,·cmt•nls to carry forward 
I he spiJ·it of coopcrnlion dialogue and common act ion which characteJ·izt•d 
!.he Congress. ' 

_:1. .\leall\vhile the \Vorld Congress eulrusls the Inlemational Commilll'l' 
wlurh prepared the Congress parliculal'ly to: 
.. a) nssure the widest possible distribution ami disspminalion of llw dt•

<:Jswns. reports and action proposals of the Congress, 
l'r _b). ~_eud delega~ions to the United N~rlions._II~P Organization of i\~ri_can 

' II[~ cllld other llltet•goveJ'Illllen[al bocfJPS [O IIJ!Orlll lhl'nl of the clt>CISIOII::l 
<utd r·Pcommendations of the Congress, and 
<Htde) t~ facilitate discussions among participating organizali_ons on ways 
tl l!ledns for the contiuuatiou of the contacts and coopcralwn begun al 

le Congress. 

C -'.. In view of the recommendations made in various commissions, tbe 
) ' 011 ~ 1 ·t·ss requests the members of the Steering Com111iliee and its officp 
H•arL•r·s (sub;e l t I f I · · t. ) I ft · · ·' c o t 1e consent o t 1eir rPspeciJve organ1za wns to mee. r, t~.,. a pet:iod of three or four months, to Pxamine the results of these consul-
cl 1 ~" 18 • Wll~l a view to taking any further steps which may he agreed upon. 

. ' 1 • The Congress also suggests to all national delegations to take steps, 
~ll arcordauce with their own conditions and following thci1· own methods, 

0 car·ry _oub similar consultations in their respecti\'e countries for continued 
coopcratwu amoug national organizations. 
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