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()¢ Encrlish Records on Shivaji’—ux vy, 9. 93
TEFTST a3, 3. ¢ 9. 98§

‘ His person described by those who have seen him is
as follows :—

He is of a mean stature, erect and of an excellent pro-
portion, He is active in exercise; and whenever he speaks
he seems to smile. He has a quick and piercing eye. He is
whiter than any of his people.

( 3) ¥z sgp—v 4i o, €8 9, T MR

From what can be learned of Shivaji in domestic life, his
manners were remarkably pleasing, and his address winning;
he was apparently frank but seldom femilisr; passionate in
his disposition, but kind to his dependents and relations.

He was & man of small stature, and of an aotive rather
than strong make; his countenance was handsome and in.
telligent; he had very lcmg arms in proportion to his size,
which is reckoned a beauty among the Mahrattas,

g, 1y @ 49—

In the Alinama, Nusserut satirizes the big feet and long
arms of the Mahrattas, There is no likemess of Sivajee
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preserved either at Kolhapur or Satara; and none o_f the
Europeans who saw him have recorded any description of
his person.

His body was burned at Raygad where there was a tomb
erected on the collected ashes,

(¥) Thevenot, a Frenchman (travelled in the Deccan from
Nov, 1665 to Feb. 1667 }— ' The Rajah is small and tawny,
with quick eyes which indicate abundance of spirit, *’
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20 Samudra-Sangama, a Philosophical Work
by Dara-Shukoh, Son of Shah Jahan
Composed in A, D, 1655.

By P. K. GobpE,

Beale in his Oriental Biographical Dictionary' states
that Dara Shukoh was the author of “a work entitled
Majma ‘ul-Bahrain (i. e. the uniting of both Seas) in
which he endeavours to reconcile the Brahman religion
with Muhammadan, citing passages from the Quran to
prove the several points. In 1656 he likewise with the
same intent caused a Persian translation to be made by
the Brahmans of Bandras of the Anikhat a work in the
Sanskrit language etc.”

In Aufrecht's Catalogous Catalogorum there is only
one MS. recorded of a work called Samudra-Sangama®
which is identical with MS, No. 1043 of r89r-g5 in the

1, New Edition, London, 1894, p, 117—article on Dara
Shukoh. 'The Ohronology of Dara’s life as found in this article is
as follows :—

Dara, born—-20th March 1615 (29th Bafar, A. H. 1024).

His marriage—A. D, 1633 (A. H. 1043)

Battle between Dara and Aurangzeb—.dA. D. 1658.

Dara, murdered by order of Aurangzeb——29th .fugust 1659
(218t Zil-bijja A. H. 1069).

Dara caused the Upanishads to be translated by DBenares
Pandits— A4, D. 1656.

9. A work of this name is recorded by Poleman in his list of
Indic MSS in U. S. A. (1988)as follows:—

Page 277--MS. No. 5468 wggdTs (by AsEa?) Oosmology,
44 ff. 8.25 x 475 (Horward 1212).
Derhaps this is identics] with Dard’s work amgans,
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Govt. MSS. Library at the B, O. R. Institute, Poona. The
title “ Samudra-Sanigama” corresponds to the “wuniting
of both Seas" or Majma ‘-ul-Bahrain referred to above.
Most probably the Samudra-Safigama is a Sanskrit adapta-

tion of the Persian work of a similar title mentioned by
Beale,

Prof. Kathawate who acquired the MS, of the Samudra-
Safigama for the Govt. of Bombay in 1891 has described
its contents in detail in his Report' for 189195 and hence
I need not deal with them in this paper. I shall only
discuss here the date of composition of the work in ques.
tion as recorded in our MS. No. 1043 of 1891-95 which
beging as follows :—

“ &S T | G | o AlAEgiy 9% AT
st G T @ G @ T gfige AR s E6a: 1 §ah
AR ERIEET: §Rd Y9 99 |9 9T w39 & OIAFHEE 98-
TS SRgRRRNeTE fgel g TOhan a6 §eEiEd
9 aq IRFAR ANRAR AeR AmARREY 9 7d FEE .aﬁa(m
R $di ARFRg FIORIE 1 T afE SFea v
T FprATEAEd | " ete.

It appears from the above passage that g3 I+
who is described by the adjectives * dwwm ”, * Ruauiswss
is the author of the present work. One IM&E is men-
tioned in line 6 on folio 1b of the MS. He appears to be
some contemporary mystic and perhaps a guru® of Dara

1. Published at Bombay, 1901, Pages 18-20,

2. On folio 7a Dara refers to some Muslim Saints and divines
as follows :~—

“TRiEgEEior 7 9 FWEFAHEGEITANAT:  [@GETIAA-
ARy A | IgIFT I IWT AA gEA gl AWIWAT I GRAN
F AR Fadifar ge: Hug 5850 ¥ el Agw: (vt K ggTEng
g v

( Continued on the next page )
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Shukoh as he is reverently mentioned as ** Sa-a=sy aﬂﬂﬁ
&%, The author explains why the title @agdm™ is given
to this work :— .

“oEE gasaEl ROEl FRTETERT GREd Gueed
AT AAEGEATRE F 37 AW reamd gggEIH
T4 AR AegaErl e aERasE " ete.

The MS ends as follows on folio 11a:—

“IgEng A FEETEEl PR agasa aegEed
&l Py TgEaea 9 T | AReEl 9o Rgme 9 a
T A9 GHZEAHTR G TH | GEHIAL GAGEad Tae|]
FECIEEAR  [FEEn A 7 e diggarenamd

( Continued from the last page )

1A —The first orthodox Caliph (632 A. D.)

35t—The second orthodox Caliph (634 A. D.)

FWg—The third orthodox Caliph (644 A. D.)

=1é—Tbhe fourth orthodox Caliph (656 A. D,)

ggg-—eldest son of =577 and grandson of Prophet Mahomet,
born in 3 A. H.

g8-Sccond son of & born in 4 A, H.

Raf §r--Born A, 11, 938. Dicd 1045 A. U.~frequently visited
by Shal Jahan and Dara Shukoh.

mgyiz—Oame to Lahore in A. D. 1614 and became disciple
of {®ai Gw—Died in A, H. 1661, Highly respected by 3rT,

ggz’i‘q T A —The greatesh mystiu ( A. D. 1165—1.?40.)5

I have taken the above notes from Prof. Heg's remarks (pp.
57-63) on the Muslim Saints snd Divines referred to by D&ari,
Khban Bahadur Prof. A. K. Shaikh was kind enough to send me
an Englich Trans, of Dard’s Risala-i-hayg-numa ( Compass of Truth)
by K. C. Basu, Panini Office, Allahabad, 1912, Dara :composed
this work in A. H. 1055-56. In the extract from Dard's Safinat-
ul-auliya (A. H. 1049) given by Basu inhis Trans. I find one
Hazrat Sheikh—Zun-nun Misary yguoted on page V. He seems to
be identical with =g (@&i{i 7 mentioned in the above quoted
extract from sggdT.
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AR PR RN EEANBTHRAUNEg:  GIRIRAI -
e | FR ARG RO | g 3w

qeEan | 2 1 G99 99y 99 ANIRR 973 FERi TESER 1 A 0
The above extract gives us the following information:-

(1) The work was completed when 1065 th year
of our era ( A. H.) had passed away and when

(2) the Author (&MU #gWg JNIYH ) was running
the 42nd year of his life. '

(3) The present MS. was completed in Sarnvat
1765, in the dark fortnight of the month of
Margasirsa, on the 7th tithi which was a
Monday (day of Candra)®.

The Hijra year (1065) was completed on zotk October
16558 and hence we must infer that the work was
composed subsequent to this date. Dara was born on
29 Safar 1024 A. H. ( zoth March 1615 A. D.)* Accord-
ing to the method of calculating age in Hijra years then
current, he completed his 41st year on 28tk Safar 1065
(28th December 1654.) He was 41 years and 10th months
o/d when the Hijra year ro6s ended (last day of Zilaija)

1. Compare the following Colophon of AMajma ‘-ul-Bahrain
¢ DPraise be God for his favours, who granted me the grace of
completing this tract, entitled Afajma ¢-ul-Bahrain in the year
1065 A. H. which corresponds to the forty-second year of the age
of this unafflicted and wunsorrowing Fakir, Muhammad Dara
Shikih”” ( Vide p. 75 of the edition of Afajma-uyl-Bahrain by M.
Mehfuz-ul-Hag—Bid. Indica No. 246, 1929),

2. This date is equivalent to 23rd November 1708 (Vide p,219
of ledi(m Ephemeris, Vol. V1),

3. Vide p. 118 of Indian Ephemeris Vol. V1.
4. Vide p. 117 of Beal’s Ori. Bio. Dictionary.
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on 28th October 1655. As he had not completed his
42nd year when the Samudra-Sangama was composed we
must infer that this work was composed between
21st October ( 1st Moharam 1066 ) and 17tk December 1655

(28 Safar 1066 A. H.) the date of Dara’s completion of
his 42nd year.!

The foregoing details of the chronology of Dara's
present work are in harmony with the following facts about
his life and his contact with Benares Pandits as known to
contemporary authors :—

(1) Bernier® in his letter dated ¢k October 1667 from
Chiras in Persia to Monsieur Chapelain refers to Dara's
heresy as follows :—

“ In conclusion I shall explain to you the Mysticism
of a Great Sect which has latterly made great noise in
Hindoustan in as much as certain Pendets or Gentile
Doctors had instilled it into the minds of Dara and Sultan
Swjah, the elder sons of Chah-Jehan.”

(2) Dara when Governor or Viceroy of Benares in
1656 caused a Persian translation to be made from the
Sanskrit texts of the Upanishads. This translation was
made by a large staff of Benares Pandits. It has been

1. Iam thankful to my friend Mr. V. 8. Bendro for the
verification of these chromological details.

2. Vide p. 345 of Bernier’s Travels (Counstable, 1881)—The
Editor quotes a passage regarding Dara’s hercsy from Alamgir
Namz written in A. D. 1688 by Mirze Muhemmad Kazim :—‘: He
(Dara) wae constantly in the societ} of DLrakmans, Jogis, and
Sanyasis ...... Ha was under such delusion about this Bed that he
collected Brahmanas and Sennyasis from all parts of the country,
ond paying them grent respect and attention, ho cmployed them in
translating the Ded”’,
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rendered into Latin by Anquetil—Duperron and published
by him at Paris in 1801,

(3) Bernier makes the following remarks about Dara
elsewherc? in his travels :—

“ Born a Mahomedan, he continued to join in the
exercises of that religion; but although thus publicly
professing his adherence to its faith, Dara was in private a
Gentile with Gentiles and a Christian with Christians. He
had constantly about him some of the Fendets or Gentile
Doctors on whom he bestowed large pensions and from
these it is thought he imbibed opinions in no wise accordant
with the religion of the land etc.

(4) 1 have suggested in my paper? on ¢ Bernier
and Kavindracarya Sarasvati at the Mughal Court” that
 one of the most celebrated Pendets in all the Indies who
had formerly belonged to the household of Dara” was
identical with Kavindracarya Sarasvati, who after Dara’s
murder in A.D. 1659 was takeninto service by Danechmand-

1. Vide footnote 3 on p. 323 of Bernier’s Travels Duperron’s
version is criticised in the Edinburgh Review (Jan. 1803) by
Alexander Hamilton, who way in India and who later was I'rofessor
of Banskrit in the East India College at Haileybury. Hamilton
pays a glowing tribute to Dara’s abilities.

On p. 592 of Klphinstone’s History of India (1874) itis stated
that ¢ Dara had written a book to reconcile the Hindu and Maho-
metan Doctrines”. Cowell in his footnote on this page states that
the Persian translation of the Upanishads made by Dara’s order
was finished in Ramazan A. H. 1067 (A.D.1657). He also in-
vites our attention to ¢‘the account of Nadir-un-nilit or Beven days’
dialogue between the prince and Babii Lil in Wilson’s Hindu Sects
( Cojected Works Vol, I, p. 348). Evidently' this Bﬁl‘;ﬁ Lal i3 the
game 08 his name-sake referred to in the wgg&m.

2. Vide p. 6 of Travels,

8. Vide pp. 1-16 of Aanals of B. V. Ori. Institute, Tirnpati
Vol I, Part 4 (1940).
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kan, the patron of Bernier himself, Kavindracarya’s
contact with Dara before A. D. 1659 may have been
responsible for the production of such works like Samudra-
sangama in A.D. 1655 about which year Dara caused a
Persian translation of the Upanishads to be made from the
Sanskrit original.

(5) Another noted Sanyasi revered by Dara was
Gosvami Nrsirhhasrama. Dr. C. K, Raja recently published
a Sanskrit letter' of Dara addressed to this Sanytsi. 1
have proved in o special paper? that this Sanydsi was
identical with Brahmendra Sarasvati, who is a signatory
to a Nirnayapatra drawn up at Benares in A. D. 1657.

(6) In a Hindi work called the =FHigdeqear represen-
ted by o MS? in the Anup Sanskrit Library, Bikaner there
is a Section* containing Dokas in praise of Dara Shukoh,
This work was recently brought to my notice by Prof.
Dasharatha Sharma of Bikaner. Its author is no other
than Kavindracarya Sarasvati who held much influence
over Emperor Shah Jahan, to whose praise he devotes a

1. Vide Adyar Library Bulletin Vol. 1V, Oclober 1940 and
VII, October 1943 ( Trans. ).

2. Vide pp. 172-177 of Adyar Library Bullstin Vol. VI,
p. 13 (1942),

3. I am thankful to Prof. Dasharatha Skorma for kecping at
my disposal his own copy of the Bikaner MS. of the Kavindra-

kalpalata.

4. This Section begins :—

“ 9 ARTATRS FAATEA TN FH7 Fod § ebe.

The Section ends :—

“fy  fEIRTAYRET T (ARSI S[aT  Faaaa gre-
T aug SRt

This Section comprises folios 26 ta 30 of my eopy of the

above MB.
11
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big Section' of the present work. According to Prof.
Dasharatha Sharma this poem was composed ¢ Somewhere
between 1638 and 1657". This poem is a direct contem-
porary testimony from Kavindracarya himself about his
intimate contact with Emperor Shah Jahan and his bri-
lliant but unfortunate son Dara Shukoh, the author of the
Samudra-Sargama. The Mishra Brothers state that
Kavindricarya composed a Hindi work called @#t@R
in Sarhvat 1687 (a.D. 1631).2

(8) In the history of Hindi literature by Mishra
Brothers called the Rmagfamic’ we are told that Dara was
the author of two Hindi works composed in A.D. 1654
(Sammvat 1710) viz. (1) feragdog and arEsg. A work
called " arareted ag<la’” containing Dard's discussion with
ararers on philosophic matters is mentioned in the Marathi
Biographical Dictionary called the Madhyayugina Caritra-
koga*. Very probably this aqretes is identical with gga
ar .« mentioned by Dara at the beginning of his present
work  Samudra-Sangama. Poleman® refers to a work

1. This Bection comprises foliog 1 to 20 of my Copy of tho
MS. Itends:—

% 27 NadFaiFaq sferamaEadnTerTat #dfeamrraarat
wiEsTet AT

2. Vide p. 405 of fu=gA1g, Vol. II, 1928 ( Lucknow ).

8. Vide p. 458 of Miskrabandhu Vinoda, Vol. II, Lucknow,
1928. For a list of Dara’s works vide “Dara Shikoh as an
Author ' ( Journal of Punjab His. Society, 11, pp. 21-28). Res
also Blochmann: J. 4.8, B, Part I (1870) pp.:273-9. The
article on Dara in the Eacyolopuedia of Islam ( pp. 920-921) is not
ve? exhaustive. For Persian MBS of Dara’s works see Rieu’s
Cata. of Persian MSS. and Ethe’s Cate. of Persian MSS, in the
India Office Library ( No. 647-pp, 274-316 ).

4. By D’t. Chitrav Shastri, Poona, 1937-p. 462.

5. H.IL Poleman : Indie MSSinU. S, A. etc., 1938, p. 267.
M8, No. 6339--dated Samoat 1903 = A, D. 1847.
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call_ed_ grawg (or gwgur) on medicine in Sanskrif and
Blzc.z (@ 1cannot say if this a&ag is identical with the
qiemg of Dara Shukoh referred to above.

_ (9) In A.D.1597-98 Emperor Akbar had the Yoga-

vd$istha translated into Persian. This translation was
very lengthy and not very useful. Dara Shikoh, therefore,
got it retranslated into an abridged form in A.D. 1656.!
After this paper was drafted I secured a critical edition
of the Majma‘'-ul-Balrain with English Translation,
Notes and Varients by Prof. M. Mahfuz-ul-Haq of the
Presidency College, Calcutta, 1929 ( Bib. Ind. No. 246 ).
From a perusal of the English Translation of this work
I have gathered an impression that the Sanskrit Samudra-
Safigama is an adaptation of the Majma'-ul-Bakrain
made almost simultaneously in the year 1065 A. H. which
is recorded as the date of composition in the ending
portions of both these works, Dari may have got this
Sanskrit abridgment? made by some Benares Pandit in his
employ-in A. D. 1655,

I have already referred to aiareies mentioned in the
qgggT as ‘¢ JTTFEEy gigfrae . on folio 1 of our MS of

L. Vide p. 397 of Bulletin of the Decean ('ollege Lesearch Insti
tute, 111, No. 8 ( March 1942 )—article by Prof C. H. Shaikh on a
MS. of this translation dated A, D. 1700in the Parusnis Histo-
rical Museum at the Deccan College Institute. ‘Other MSS of this
translation deposited elsewhere are dated A. D. 1742 ard 1782.
On folio 8a of the B. O. R. I. MS. of the Samudra-Saigama
Dard quotes from srf@gwargor as follows :-—
“ Az AifeerEe—
FeqIATIGAT Aig TG ABATOTAT: |
Fg ﬁli’QTllé';?ﬂT arfed [@aaa: | o
2. On page 32 of his Introduction Prof. Haq refers to an
Arabic translation of Majma-ul-Bakrain preserved in the Imperial
Library, Caleutta. He also refers to an Urdii translation by Gokul
Prosad lithographed at Lucknow in 1872, These translations
show the popularity of the work,

"
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A.D. 1708. Prof. Haq has also drawn our attention to
the reference to this Hindu Saint found in the Majma'-
ul-Bahrain (p. 24 of Eng. Trans,) where he calls him
Baba La! Bairagi and puts him side by side with those
Muhammadan Saints and divines who have been the best
representatives of the Sufi order in Islam. Prof. Huq
observes :— The inclusion of the namé of a Hindd in
such an exclusive list of Muslim divines shows unmis-
takably the high esteem in which this devotee was held by
‘Dar3 Shikiih.”

Prof. Haq has -collected much valuable information
about the contact of D3rg with Babd Lal., I shall here
record a brief summary of it as it would be useful to know
the Hindu influence on Dard’s mind in his quest for Truth:

Baba L3l (=BL) was a Hindu devotee of the Punjab.
His actual name was L3l Dayal. He was a Khatri of
Kasur living at Asthdn, at Dhianpur near Batala. He was
a friend of Miyin Jiv. He came down to Lahore and
conversed with Dara. A work called “ Mukalima-i-Dard
wa Babd Lal" we find a summary of the questions asked
by Dara on the various topics of Hindu religion and
the replies given to them by BL. These conversations
took place on Dira’s return from Kandhdr in 1062 A, H.
i. e. 3 years before the composition of the Samudra-
sangama in 1065 A. H. (A. D, 1655), Dara refers to BL in
his work called “ Hasantt-ul- Arifin" composed A.H. 1064
as follows :—

“ Baba Lal Mandiya is one of the perfect Arifs and
I have scen none in the Hindu community who is equal
toghim in majesty and firmness. He told me ¢ There are
¢ Arifs, and perfect (divines) in every community through
whose grace God grants salvation to that community. "

Dara’s private secretary Chandar Bhan took a verbatim
report of the whole dialogue betweem Dara and BL and
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thus prepared the book ¢ Mukdlima-i-Dara Shikah wa
Baba Lal.”

In the Curzon Collection of the Royal Asiatic Society
of Bengal (1908-1910) there is a copy of Puthi Urisi in
Persian which contains memoirs of BL and an account
of BL's interview with Dara in 1059 A, H, (=A. D. 1649.)

Prof. Haq notes the following paintings in which BL
and Dara are portrayed :—

Plate No. XXII in Binyon's Court Painters of the
Grand Moghals ( Oxford University Press, 1921 )—Binyon
states :—* L3l Swami...... was a Kshatriya born in Malwa
in the reign of Jahangir; after having been initiated he
settled near Sirhind in the Punjab, where he built himself
a hermitage together with a temple and was visited by a
large number of disciples. Among those who were
attracted by his teaching was Dara Shikoh ; two learned
Hindus who were in this prince’s service have recorded in
a work entitled Nadir-al-Vikdt the conversation that took
place between them in the year 1649. "

(@) In Plate XIX of Binyon's book BL appears in a
group of 12 Indian divines viz. Ray Das. Pipa, Nﬁmdiv_',
Sa'in, Kamal, Awghar, Kabir, Pir Machandar, Gorakh
Jadru (?), Pir Panth Swami (?), and is styled there as
L3l Swami.

(3) A painting was exhibited at the Sec.:ond. Meeti_ng
of the Indian Historical Records Commission in which
Dard and BL are shown in each other's company.

() An unidentified painting in Percy Brow-n’s
Indian Painting under the Mughals (Plate.No. XLVI)
portrays in the opinion of Prof. Haq the meeting between
Dara and Baba Lal.

In Prof. Haq's edition of the Mujyma-ul-Bahrain 1
have not found any reference to the Semudra-sapgama. He
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states that a very difficult task which confronted him was
that of identification and transliteration of Sanskrit terms
which had been so mutilated in the Persian text that in
many cases it became almost impossible to identify them
correctly. Prof. Haq, therefore, availed himself of the help
of Dr. S. N. Das-Gupta in going through some portion of
the English Translations and further the identification and
transliteration of Sanskrit terms was carried out for
Prof. Haq by Prof. N. Chakravarti. 1 believe that this
difficulty could have been overcome by the above professors
had they known about the MSS of the Samudra-sangama,
which being a Sanskrit counterpart of the Persian original
executed in the year 1065 A. H. had the advantage of
Dara's own supervision in its composition, even if we
presume that the work was written by some Benares
pandit for Dara.

Now that the Persian original of the Samudra-sangama
has been critically edited and translated by Prof. Haq the
work of editing the Samudra-safgama would be made easy-
In fact my friend Mr. K. Madhav Sarma, Curator of Anup
Sanskrit Library, Bikaner, intends to edit the work. He
has secured a MS of this work already and I am keeping
at his disposal the oldest dated MS of A. D. 1708 (No. ro43
of 1891-95) in the Government MSS Library, B. O.R.
Institute.) Mr. Sarma will have to identify and transliterate
correctly the Persian terms in the Samudra-sangama in the
same manner as the Sanskrit terms have been dealt with by
Prof. Haq in his edition of the Persian original. At any rate
we have now two MSS of the Sanskrit work, one of which
was copied 53 years after the date of its composition and
hence possesses great value for purposes of textual
reconstruction. AsgI don't possess any first-hand knowledge
of Dard's Persian works I must rely on Prof. Haq's
scholarly exposition of #“Dara’s Religious Views” (pp. 26-30
of Introduction to Mejm-ul-Bakrair) from which I note the
following points for the information of Sanskrit scholars:—
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(1) According to one authority Majma—ul-Bahrain
the last original work of Dara, was the very work which
brought about his death.

~ (2) The earlier studies of Dara were purely Sufistic
in character.

(3) Dara writes in his translation of the Upanishads
that after his discipleship of Mulld Shil he came in close
contact with the divines of various religions and perused
the Psalms, the Gospels and the Pantateuch. Before

A. H. 1062 Dara expressed no opinion on various religions
more especially Hinduism.

(4) In his Shathiyat (1062 A. H.) Dara quotes Baba

Lal's aphorism that  Truth is not the monopoly of any
one religion”,

(5) In 1065 A. H. Dara composed Majma~ul-
Balhrain (or gHggTw ) in which he expressed his views in u
fearless manner as follows :—

“I have written this book for the members of my
family and have nothing to do with the common ones of
both the religions.”

(Cf. amgemm folio 1 —“ mmeaiganer ¥ foifa a=nd @Fia-
MIEIA FAEHOE | q qAeel  ARrAaEdNeEigad A6
ERICECRTY

(6) In the Samudra-Sangama Dara appears as a
student of comparative religion, showing the points of
identity between Hinduism and Islam without exalting
or undermining either.

(7) Prof. Haq states that “Dara had not renounced
his own faith and become a Hindu as is asserted by a

1. Of. Bhagavadgita,
“ 7GR AL FHERA
QAN gy T 0
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biased section of the community (p. 27 of Intro.)., Dari
believed in the AKuran and was of opinion that “the Vedas
were in accordance with the Kwra@n or rather they were
an interpretation of that",

( Cf. smgem folio 6b—

“ ordiega darATE FAU Rg I3 Fa=aa )

(8) Dara was indicted by the ecclesiusts of Aurang-
zeb's Court for his apostasy, but Prof, Haq states:—
“Any one can choose to be the champion of Islam and
remove all those who stand in the way of the realization
of his political ambitions”. It was obviously the mixture
of politics and religion in Dar@'s days that made Dara a
martyr to his views,

I now close this paper on the Samudra-Sangama of
Dara Shukoh with a request to Sanskrit Scholars and the
students of the Mughal history to reconstruct the history
of Dara’s contact with Benares pandits, which yet needs
careful exploration and reconstruction on the basis of
contemporary sources, both Sanskrit and Persian. In
fact this Samudra-Sangama of various historical sources
can alone lead to historical truth, divested of the mythical
gossip that generally gathers round the life-history of
unique historical personages of every age and clime. May
Dard’s Soul rest in eternal peace. Dar3d died a Socratic
death.

“ qguTer q fEeed agm ow Y



21 Study of some of the Persian Manuscripts™®
in the B, I. S. Mandala,

By M. A. CHAGHATALI.

Students of Indian history in general and of Western
India in particular will find a vast collection of original
manuscripts of a great variety housed in the archives of the
Bharata Itihasa Sanshodaka Mandal, Poona. Fortunately
one of the almirahs there is reserved for the Persian MSS.,
which are about a hundred in number and most of them
are histories and literary works. This small paper of mine
exclusively concerns a few historical points which I have

come across in the course of the study of the following
four manuscripts.

(2) The MS. of the Rauzatu's-Safa.
Lal) sy,

It is a well known general history of Central Asia and
the Muslim world by Muhammad son of Sayyid Khwand
Shaly, son of Mahmud, alias Mir Khond ( d. A. D. 1497),
which has already been published both in Persia and India.
The Royal Asiatic Society, London also published its English
translation by E. Rehatesk in 1891. Its manuscripts are
very common, Especially the Deccani Sultans encouraged
its study at their courts, therefore sometimes we come
across very fine MSS. in the Deccan with the autographs
of the Sultans on them. Accordmcly Muhammad Qasim

* This papervn.a read on the occasion of the amnual function
of the BISM, Poona, ( May 28, 1943),

1. The Ms. of the Reuzatu's-Sefa in the Imnperial Library,
Berlin, contains the autograph of Bultan Mubammad Quib
Bhah dated 20th Ramazar, year 1023, vide the Risala-i-Tarikh, ed.
by Hakim Sayyid Shamsullsh Qadri, Iyderabad, Decean, Oct,
Dec. 1930. p. 4.

‘1R
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Firishta says in his work, the Gulzar-i-Ibrakhimi,® which he
had named after his patron Sultan Ibrahim Adil Shah II:—
the Sultan presemted him'a fine MS. of the Rauzatu's-Safa,
commanding him to undertake on similar lines the compila-
tion of an upto date history of the Indian kings which
would be complete and accurate, because so far no one
had ever attempted such a comprehensive history of India
except Bakhshi Nizamu'd-Din Ahmad whose work (the
Tabaqtg-i-Akbari ) was very brief and did pot contain a
well documented account of the Sultans of the Deccan. ’

The MS. in the collection of the Mandal is only the
second balf, containing the 5th, 6th, 7th volumes and
epilogue which with the exception of the last volume and
epilogue as regards its binding, paper, nasta‘liq style of
calligraphy and the two masterly illeminated pages in the
very opening of this part of the MS. sufficiently support
the testimony that it was entirely prepared in Persia. Only
the rest has been supplemented later on in India, which
was either actually not included previously or had been lost.

Its last colophon, which should be brought to light,
can be summed up thus ;:—f This MS. was written by the
most humble Abdul Karim, son of Hajji Yusuf, on
Wednesday, the 27th of the month of Rajab, year 1110 A, 1./
29th Jan. 1699 A, D., the 43rd regnal year, while the
reigning Emperor Alamgir Badshah Ghazi Aurangzeb was
encamping at Islampuri.’

Aurangzeb Alamgir gave this name Islampuri to
Brahamapuri in the course of his encampment at this place.
It lies about twenty miles soutih-cast of Pandharpur on
the banks of the Bhima river. Khwafi Khan? states in the
chronicles of the 43rd regnal year that Aurangzeb stayed

a—

. S — —
2. Muhammad Qasim Firishta, The Gulzar4-Ibrahimi,

Bombay, vol. II. p. 154.
3. Khwafi Khan, Muntakhaw'l- Lubab, Oalcutin, vol. IL. p. 414,
459 ; Burvey Map of India No, 26 0/10.
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there for about four years from where he despatched
forces to other directions. But Madthir-i- Alamgiri also
asserts* that he stayed there from 17th Shawwal 1106 till

5th Jumada I, year 1111 A, mH. ( 31st May 1695-
29th October 1699.)

(b) . The MS. of the Ta‘7if-i-Hussain Nizam Shak.
el ‘.U:'u' Y SN TR

This illustrated manuscript in the custody of the
Mandal has already been brought to light by some scholars.
But the attempt of Father Heras only is worth a special
mention because he has given its description and the
translation of some of its verses concerning the so-called
battle of Talikota along with the reproductions of its four
miniatures in his work the Aravidu Dynasty of Vijaya-
negara.® It is, however, regrettable to note here that no
one could identify its real author from its study. This
unique MS. in Persian poetry was in reality composed by
a poet having his nom-de-plume ¢ Aftabi’ which clearly
occurs in many verses. He belonged to the Shia‘ sect,
the religion of the Sultans of Ahmadnagar. He composed
it in honour of his -patron Sultan Husain Nizam Shah
(A.H.901-972). Oneofits poems is specially devoted
to the praise— Za'if of the same Sultan which might have
been taken as its name because on its frontispiece some
later hand has written its name as Za‘ri/f-i-fHasan (instead
of ¢ Husain’) Shah, The second half of this compilation
describes the battle between Rama Raja of Vijayanagara
and Sultan Husain Nizam Shah. The latter achieved
victory over the former which according to Aftabi was

4. Musta‘id Khan, Maathir-i-dlamgiri, Calcutta, p. 373,
Grant Duff, p. 167; Elliot-Dawson, vol. vii, pp. 346-363; 8. II.
Hodiwala, Studies in Indo-Auslim History p. 663.

5. Father H, Heras, The Aravidu Dynasty of Vijayangara,
Madras, 1927, pp. xvii-xix.
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exclusively due to Husain Nizam Shah although all the
Deccani Muslim powers jointly fought against Vijayanagara.
When we carefully see its verses we come to the conclu-
gion that in many places the poet Aftabi has incorporated
the verses of some other poets like Jami and others, but
he has not acknowledged their authority any where. It
is incomplete because it abruptly ends without giving any
verse regarding the death of the Sultan according to its
last heading. There was one poet in the period of Akbar
with nom-de-plume ‘Aftabi’® from Tun (Persia), who
might have left Ahmadnagar court immediately after the
death of his patron Husain Nizam Shah in A, H. 972/A. D,
1564 for the Imperial Mughal government. The three
hundred and forty verses of this MS. in all have been
calligraphed in the best bold type of Nastaliq style of
calligraphy with some technical peculiarities found
exclusively in some of the contemporaneous manuscripts
prepared in the Deccan. The fourteen miniatures of this
MS, play an important role. They are in a great variety
and are much earlier than the other extant specimens of
the Deccani school of painting of the time when even the
Mughal school of painting had not come into existence, (see
below p. 12, Fig. 3). 1 have, however, published the text of
this unique MS. with an introduction and reproductions
of some of the miniatures in 7The Urdu, the Quaterly
Journal of the Anjuman-e-Traqqi-e-Urdu, Delhi, April
1943 pp. 196-221.

(¢) The MS. of an Anthology.

oW
It consists of the MSS. of the Yusuf Zulaikha of
Mawjana Jami (d. A, H, 896), Duwrr-i-Majalis of Maulana

6. Ms. of the Tazkira-i-Sukfi-Ibrakim, Oriential Library,
Latna, Khen Sahib Prof, M. Mahfuzn’l-Haq deserves gratitude of

the writer for supplying this useful information from the Ms.
at D’atna.
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Yari, Trestise on Calligraphy of Maulana Sultan Ali
Mashhadi (d. A. H. 919) and others being bound together
in one volume. The general condition of these MSS. as a
whole is deteriorating. The style of the carelessly
transcribed text can be classed as Za'/ig. Its text has been
arranged both on the margin and in the middle of the leaf.
My following note is only confined to two colophons found
in this collection at the end of the Yusuf Zulaikha trans-

cribed on the margin and that of the Durr-i-Majalis found
in the middle of the page. :—

(a) *“ Written by the most humble Muhammad Zahid
Beg who copies it from a book belonging to Mirza Beg

on Monday, the 24th Zul- Hajja, year 1067 A, H., in the
city of Bhagnagar,’

(b) This book was completed on Monday during the
last part of the day, the first of the month of Zul-Qa‘da,
year 1069 A. H,, in the city of Bha(g)nagar. Written by the

most humble Zahid Beg who copied it from the book
belonging to Mirza Beg,’

The mention of Bhagnagar as the name of the city, the

names of the persons and the dates in both the colophons
are worth attention.:—

Bakhshi Nizam'd-Din Ahmad (d. A. H. 1003 ) asserts
in his Tabagat-i-Akbari thus.—Muhammad Quli succeeded
his father. He became the lover of a prostitute of the
name Bhagmati ; and having laid the foundation of a city,
called it Bhagnagar. He had one thousand horsemen, as
the retinue of that woman and they all attended at her
stirrups. He is ruling the country up to the present day
which is the year A. H. 1002 A. D, 1593, and in the 38th
of the Ilahi era.’”

-

7. The Tu[mgat i-Alkbari, Onleutta, (Iinglish Trans), vol. iii,
p- 171,
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Almost at the same time Faizi, the brother of Abu’l-
Fazl was sent as an embassador to Ahmadnagar, who on
his return submitted two statements. In one of them he
also adds some words about this Bhagnagar :—‘ Muhammad
Quli Qutb Shah Qutbu'l-Mulk belongs to the Shia’ sect.
The city Bhagnagar founded by h1m is named after
Bhagmati, who was a prostitute.’

But Firishta, who, as pointed out above, began to
compile his history after the Zabagat-i-Akbari and brought
it down to A. H. 1026, says :—* In the year A, H. 998 the
king determined to remove the seat of his government,
on account of the congested situation of Golconda, which
from many causes, particularly the want of water, became
extremely unhbealthy; he accordingly fixed on a spot
situated at a distance of 5 kos from his former capital on
the banks of the river Moosy, where he laid the foundation
of a ncw city, which le called Bhagnagar (after his
favourite mistress ), but after her death he ordered it to be
called Hyderabad, although (or many years it retained its
original name,?

Khwafi Khan also supports Firishta’s view in the course
of the account of the chronicles of 1098. He says :—‘He
(Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah) had a wife named Bhagmati
whom he loved the most. At her request he laid down
the foundation of a city two kos from the fortress of
Golconda, so he named it after her. Sometimes after the
death of Bhagmati, this name changed to Hydembau, but
the public still calls it Bhagnagar *.?°

¢ Almost 2 mile to the south-west of Golconda a
Baradari of Bhugmati car be seen as one of the superb
momgments of the Qutb Shahis, The Baradari is said to

8, Taizi, quoted by Maulana Muhammad Husain Aznd in hlB
the Darbar-i-Akbari, Lahore, 5th ed. 1939 p. 405.

9. Firishta, p. 339.

10. Khwafi Khen, vol. I p, 368,
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have borne an incription to the effect that they who built
it died in 1625 A. D. It is not available" now’.

It is a pity that no local evidence comes to our rescue
with any useful information as to the life of Bhagmati. The
complete works of Sultan Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah,
which have recently been published under the patronage
of Nawab Salar Jang Bahadur, do not bear any refrence to
there being one of the mistresses of this name in his place,
except one Haider Mahal. No doubt, there is mention of
Shahr-i-Haidar which can be interpreted as Haiderabad
and it was perhaps named after that mistress who had
been styled as Haider Mahal in his poetry®

On the authority of the Mak Nama' it is asserted
that the name of the Sultan’s mothcr was Bhag Rati in
whose honour the city was named Bhagnagar, which is
not so far corroborated by any other authority.

Many Mss. of literary works, which were prepared atthe
Golkonda Court as the best specimens of artistic produc-
tion and many of them are still preserved in various libra-
ries, which are by chance dated after A. H, 1020, thc year
of the death of Sultan Quli Qutb Shah, gencrally bear
Hyderabad as the name of the City in their colophons.

Consequently I can say in view of the above noted
statements that Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah founded a ncw
city named Bhagnagar, not very. far from his former
capital Golcor.da, either on the suggestion or in honour of
one of his mistresses named Bhagmati, who might have also

11. Journal of the Ilyderabad Arachacological Society, 1917
p. 25. Magthir-i-Dakan by Sayyid Ali Asghar Bilgrami p. 95.

12. Kuliyat-s-Sultan Mukammad Quli Qutd Shah, ed. by 8. M.
Zor, pp. 79-88., 103, 237.

13. Mah Nama, a M3, in the library of Nawab Salar Jang
Babladur, quoted by M. A. Siddiqi in his Parikh-i-Goleonda, p. 309,
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been titlad Haider Mahal and thus later on the city began
to be called Hyderabad, although in certain quarters the
former name remained in vogue for a long time as it is
found in the colophon of the Ms. in the collection of the
Mandal, which is very rare to be found in colophons of
manuscripts. But there is amother plausible suggestion
that the name Bhagnagar was immediately changed to
Hyderabad at the accession of Muhammad Quli Qutb
Shalr's successor Sultan Muhammad Qutb Shah in 1020,
following the epithet  Hyder’ being adopted by the latter
for his seals and other documents.'

In these colophons Muhammad Zahid Beg or Zahid
Beg mentioned as the scribe, who has transcribed these
Mss.in a curious style of Za‘lig might be the same calligrapher
Muhammad Zahid, whom Gulam Muhammad Haft Qalmi,
has mentioned in his Zazkira-i-Khushnawisan,'s as one
of the calligraphers of the period of Alamgir Aurangzeb.

Mirza Beg, the second person mentioned in both the
colophons, from whose books Muhammad Zahid Beg had
copied these Mss.,, was perhaps appointed to acquire fine
Mass. of standard works from abroad for the libraries of
the Sultans of Golconda. One of these is one fine
Ms. of the Sharh-i-Gulshan-i-Raz of Mahmud Shibistari
in the library of Nawab Salar Jang Bahadur,” which
bears one autograph of Sultan Muhammad Qutb Shah,
verifying the fact that it was presented to him by Mirza
Beg Silahdar (trooper) in A, H. 1024, This Mirza
Beg was one of the ancestors of Mirza Hamza who was

14, Ovriental Collsgs Magazine, Lahors, May 1933, pp. 88-100.
Exhibition under the auspices of the Idara-i-Maarif Islamia, Lahore.
The #s. of the Jihtiyarai-s-Qutb Shahi from the collection of L'rof,
SBhairani hears o scal which has been deciphered by Prof, Shairani,

15+  Tazldra-i-K hushnawisan, Oaleuntta, p, 59.

16, Reproduced by Dr, 8, M, Zor in his the AMir Mukemmad
Momin, p, 149,
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one of the chief courtiers of Sultan Muhamuad Qutb
Shah.'?

The dates a.H. 1067 and 1069 found in the above
noted colophons encourage us to say that the transcription
of these Mss. must have begun at least much earlier than
the former date when the second Ms, took about two years
to complete. All this meas that the transcription of these
Mss, was begun in a period of great turmoil in the history
of the Qutb Shahi dynasty, because about a year
preceding the first date i.e. A.H. 1069 /A, D. 1656 Prince
Sultan Mahammad son of Aurangzeb laid a siege of
Golconda and a peace was concluded. Abdullah Qutb
Shah, the then reigning Sultan of Golconda promised to
pay the arrears of tribute for the past years and he gave
his daughter in a marriage to the prince as a guarantee of
loyalty to the Imperial Mughal court.”® Moreover, in the
domain of Mughal coinage gold and silver coins of the
kalima type are known of the Shahjahan period but none
have yet been found bearing legible date, although
of Aurangzeb’s silver coins of the very first year of his
reign (1069 A. H.) are available with date and mint of
Golconda," i. e. the year found in the second colophon of
the Ms. described here. In short, this is sufficient to
conclude that at that time the public of Golconda must
have been feeling the unbalanced condition of the
kingdom, which, I presume, had also impressed upon the
scribe to avoid the usual mention of the name of the then
ruling Sultan in the colophon.

17, Ilid pp, 138, 249,

18, Khwafi Khan, vol, I, p, 743-45, 746,

10, Whitebhead, R, B. Catalogue of Coins in the Panjab
Mussum, Oxford, 1914, vol, ii. pp. xeviii-xcix, ; Cataloyur of Indian
Coins in the British Musum, London, Mughal Kmpeiors 1892,
pp. lvii, 143,

13
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The Mirat-i-Sikandari is generally regarded as a
complete and authentic history of the Gujarat Sultanate
(A.D. 1403-1572). The MS. in the collection of the
Mandal being in a deteriorated condition is now in loose
leaves and it is incomplete because about fifteen folios are
missing. On its frontispiece it bears the following autograph
from the pen of Mirza Ghiathu'd-Din Muhammad entitled
Itimadu’d-Dowla, father of Nur Jahan and father in law of

the Emperor Jahangir and also one of the chief ministers
of the Emperor :—

“Allah is the Great. Shaikh Sikandar, who is thc
author and compiler of this ( Mirat-i-Sikandari) history
came to this fugir (humble person) on Wednesday, thc
5th of the month of Sha‘bam, year 10235 (10th Sept. 161+
A. ».). Written by the most humble Ghiathu'd-Din
Mubammad entitled I'timadu’d-Dowla.’ ( Fig. 1).

Its last page bears this colophon :—( Fig. 2).

‘The most humble Murtaza, son of Shaikh Tahir, son
of Mian Khan wrote this book and completed it on Friday
the 3rd. of Jumada II, year 1023 A, . (11th July 1614A.D.).

Just on the right side of the name of the scribe therc
is an eliptical seal in perfect nastalliq style of writing
which is read thus:—

Al ) Ui i
¢Help me O Succor of the Plaintiffs.’
The same seal is also repeated on the penultimate

pageyand is obviously of Mirza Ghiathu'd-Din I'timadu’d-
Dowla.

The above noted evidence leads us to believe that this
MS. of the Mirat-i-Sikandari was transcribed just about
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three years after its compilation in A. H. 1020/ A. D. 1611
and the calligraphist had carefully compared it with the
MS. from which he had copied it, as many corrections
occur in the text in his own hand.

I have already contributed a detailed paper on this
MS. of the Mirat-i-Sikandari to the Bulletin, Deccan
College Research Institute, Poona,®* in which I have not
only shown several variations by comparing it with the
printed edition of the same but also that this MS. in the

collection of the Mandal is so far the earliest known MS.
of the Mirat-i-Sikandari. i

(1) Frontespiece bearing the autograph of * Itimadu‘d-Dowla.
@), Jas ReERicaivED (Bls. C. R. L. Poona. )
20, Ohaghatai, M, A. A Ms. of the Mirai=i-Sikandari, Bulle-
tin, Deccan College Research Institute, Poona, vol, iv, pp, 127-34,
T am going to publish a ecritical edition of the Mirat-i-Sikandari
being based on this MS. ‘
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(3) One of the mineatures from the Ta‘rif-i-Husatn Nizam Shah

depicting the battle scene at Talikota.
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