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F oreu;ord 

The Jl:-',tionalist S('ntiment whieh took its birth 
in thE' nineteenth century ~s a result of sori<l,l and 
polhieal effects of the '\'C'stC'rn impaet upon India, 
gre\\•in strength and volume' as the ('entury adv:meed. 
l\1an3 factors were rC'sponsible for this develop
nlen.t.. and their emnulatin· effect was tha.t in the 
begiluing of Uw b,·entieth century it was rendy to 
burst forth into a powerful mon'ment for indepen
dence. 

Jt. this juncture it receiYed eonsidera.ble impe
tus fron the sudden triumph of Japan in the war 
againstHussia., one of the great powers of Europe. 
The nevs of the Husso-~Tapanese war both on land 
and sea •nd the nmazing victories of ~Tapan electrified 
the atrmsphere in India and stined the country 
with enhusiasm and hope for its own future. Th~e 
influenct of Japanese success on India was twofold
psycholo;lcal and practical. 

. It_ E-.~attercd the i~lusion of European invb1cibi-
hty wlncJ had hypnotised thE' East into the belief 
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of its inferiority. It raised. the self-esteem and. self
confidence of the IJeople of India. It brought home 
the lesson that the greatness of a nation did not 
depend merely upon size of territory and number of 
people, hut mainly upon their moral qualities-
self-sacrifice, patriotism, self-reliance. The other 
lessons which India learnt ·were that state played an 
indiRpensable and large part in the development of 
a nation, in wealth and power; and therefore that 
good goven1ment by a foreign nation was no substi
tute for self-government. 

l\Ir. Dna the writer of this thesis has d.·rt.wn 
attention to the psychological effects of Jap1.nese 
success on the Indian mind. But this has been 
done by others before him. His real COilhimtion 
is to bring into prominence the less known effect 
on practical affairs. He shows how the .J~panese 
recognition and interest in the Indian JOlitical 
movement was a source of cncuuraCYement to the 
fighters for liberty, how the moveme~1ts of .3oycott 
~nd S"\vadeshi launche(l in India received support 
from Japan's sympathy, and attracted Indian 
yo~n?mcn to .Japan for pra.ctical and -echnical 
trammg and how the commercial relationsbetwecn 
the two countries "\Vere oreat1y extende, to the 
mutual adYantage of both.o 

. . Mr · ~ua has rendered a distinct sTvice by 
wntmg tlus monograph to the advmwment of 
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understanding of the history of the strnmrle for ._, eo 

freedom in India.. 

2!l-3-l !JG5. TAUA CHAND, )l.P. 
(Ponnerly Jlonontry Professor, 
Department of South Asian Il·i.story 
and In-stitutions, Inclia,n School of 

International Studies.) 

Clwinn.nn, History of Jlreedom 
.ill o vement ·in I ndi ff.. 





Prf'jare 

The study of the subject of this n10nogra.ph 
was suggested to me by Professor Toshio Ueda 
of the University of Tokyo, when he was the 
Visiting Professor, Department of East Asin,n 
Ilistm·y and Institutions, Indian School of Inter
national Studies, New Delhi. But due to his sudden 
departure from the school, a. delay was ct._usecl 
in finalization of the draft a,nd therefore· in its 
publication. 

I cannot clnim to be the first to have examined 
the subject but, I am sure, that a full-fledged study 
had so far not been undertaken. However, this 
is an attempt to bring to light the extent of the 
impact of the Russo-Japanese (1905) vVar on the 
Indian national-freedom movement. 

The monograph is divided into Sections, 
and it is mainly based on the contemporary material 
a. vaila ble such as, the files of the then Home Depart
ment (Government of India), the "Reports from 
the Native Newspapers", translated in English and 
preserved in the National Archives, New Delhi, 
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and the· important English language newspapers of 
Japan. 

In the eompletion of this work, I ~m espeeially 
indebted to Dr. Tara Ch~md, l\I.P. In spite of his 
numerous preoccupations, his guidance was always 
readily available to me throughout. He has also 
been kind enough to write the foreword. 

My grateful thanks are also due to Dr. 
A. Appadorai and Dr. l\:1. S. Raj an, the former r.nd 
the present Directors. Indian School of Intern~
tional Studies, and to. 1\fr. l\L H. l\'Iusavi, Principal 
f.I. M. Begg and Dr. Bisheshwnr Prasad, Head 
of the Dep:?.,rtm.ent of History, 'Cniversity of Delhi, 
for their kind interest and patronage 'vhich had been 
a source of strength to me. 

Mr. Frnnk Thaknrdas, Dr. V. P. Dntt :Mr. 
B. R. Grover and the late Dr. Chao Kuo-Chun 
help~d me in various ,vays but none of them is res
ponsible for the Yiews cx1;r<'ssed in the monograph. 

_ . The staff r-c:mected with the Research room, 
:Katw.n:J Archives, and of the Sapru House Library 
espcc:l~1ly l'.Ir. Girja Kumar extended me ready co
operatw~l. 

C, Jubilee Hall 
' CniL·ersity of Delhi 

' Dclki. 

R. P. DuA 
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I 
Socio-political U]Jsurge at the 

t£me of the Rus8o-Ja]Janese lVca 

The Russo-Japanese 'Var, fought for Korea 
but in l\ianchuric.t, restrained Russia in Asia and 
gave Japan the Great Power status. It had also a 
tremendous effect on Asia. In India., particular 
interest was shown over the outcome of the 'Var, 
not so much 'bec<tuse of ficrht over Korea, but 

0 

because it was a victory of the so-called barbaria.ns 
and uncivilized Asians over a major European 
Power. 

The Jap~tnese success came at a time when 
India was forging ahea,d to find for her a legitimate 
place in the comity of nn,tions. Political subjuga
tion and economic exploitation had reduced the 
Indians who were "proprietors of the vast tract 
of country" to "tenants of mud huts." The alien 
rule was responsible for the failure to solve the econo
mic problems and for being out of touch with the 
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ma,sses. It wa,s cha.rgc(l for refusing cduca,tion, for 
increasing pofcrty, a,nd for imposing taxes ,\,ithout 
people' B conBent.1 

The Indians failed to aehieve their object in 
18;'58. The authorities both in India <mu in London 
equally fa,ilcd, or 'vere slow, to understand the 
Indian mind. India, was agibLted against the in
difference of her rulers ,vho had grown fatter with 
her income while their heart la:y elsewhere.2 Brench 
of Sta.tutes and Queen's proclamation of 1 85Sa and 
the policy of discrimination in regard to public 
services while in possession of fa,vourablc reports" 
abo~t the ability, capacity <::-nd reliability of the 
Indians made the latter distrustful of the Go'vern
ments.5 Tilak questioned the sincerity of the 

S I. G. K. Goklmle, !'residential Address at Bunuras in I !JO;;, 
peeche8, ed., (:.\Iudras, 2nd eel., I!JIG) SOG-28. 

•) 

Even Chirol bears testimony to this. 

Sir Valentine Chirol, India (London, l\Iny I!l30), lll-2. 

V. 3. Fo1· the text of Queen's Proclnmution of November I, ISJS, soo s 1 count ::\Iorley, Indian Speeches (London, l!JOB), App. 13, liiiHJ. 

For text of Statutes see A. B. KoiU1, A Con8titutio1zal History 
of lndiu (IGOO-I!J3:j) (London, 19313), 131, 167. 

. . . Loru Curzon had declared that Queen's Proelnmation wns an 
nnposstbtlity. Quoted in Bal Gnngndhar Tiluk, lllritin[/8 and SJJecchc8 
(:\ladras, Feb. 191 !l 

), 44. 
4· For such reports see The Indian Review, Juno l!lOJ, 416-8. 

For other 0 4 
onnected statements ibid., 412- · 

;j, Bihar Bandhu 8 Ja~unry, I!l05. (Reports on Nnti\·o ~ews-
paper;; of B ' I · engul-hereinnfter referred to as Report8 -p. 16). 
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Government in thdr ~'proC'htimecl welfare State ... 6 

)la.ny Englishmen of repute also fn:voured grC'ater 
association of the Indians '"in the ~-:.rt of govC'rning 
themselve:-;".7 

Lord Curzon, Viceroy a.nd Governor-Gent'ral 
of Indi<.t from 1800 to 190•3, could ha.ve considembly 
sa.tisfiecl the Indians then had he conceded to such 
viewH. Instcatl he cho:;e to further provoke the 
Indians which greatly stirred their agitated mind. 
His speC'<:h <.tt C<tlcutht on February ll, Hl05, while 
n.ddressing the University Convocation in his capa
city as its Chancellor contained the following 
renutrks:8 

" ... I s;.ty that the highest idea.l of truth is to a. large 
extent a. western conception. . .. Undoubtedly truth 
took a. high place in the mora.l codes of the 'Vest 
before it lutd been simihwly honomed in the East, 
where cmftiness and diplomatic wile have a.lways been 
held in much repute. . .. 'Oriental diploma.cy' 
meant ... something rather tortuous and hyper
subtle. The sa.mc may be seen in Oriental litcm
tur<'s •.. " 

0. Bal Gaagtulhat• 'l'iluk, 1J'ritings aud Spccclzca, ed. (:~Iadrns, 
l!Jl!J), 44. 

7. 1;'. H. Skrine, Life of Sir William Wilson Hunter (London, 
l!JOI), 2!JI. 

Lord Lawrence, Viceroy nnu Governor-General of India. 
1804-0!J. Quoteu in Lajpnt Rai, Yolm!lll!flict (N. Y., 1916), i. 

Samuel Smith, ::U. P., "On Indian Affairs" in Tlze Indian 
Review, :\Iay l!J05, 300. 

8. Lord Ourzon in lndia-8pcccl!es (London, 1906), II, 222. 
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The address found an echo in the press with 
severe criticism. "His Lordship", it was remarked, 
"took great advantage of his position as Chancellor 
to make attacks O!t the character of the Indian 
people" .n Curzon's words were particularly re
sented since those ,vere used after an assurnnce, 
ea.rlier in his a<l(lress, that what he was going to sa.y 
W<'!.S personal to the 'under-uracluates' and that his 
observation had no politicat Learing.10 

t . Some of the newspapers were more vocal in 
"hetr .c?mments. They referred to the address as 

01PriCIOus";11 ':absurcl";12 "living testimonies to 
the Veracity of truth-lovi'ng occidental States-
men"-13 "'t .. 

d . '. 1 exposed the true character of Bnt1sh 
~ numstration in Indi·' ''.1'' "a violation of his own 
Ideas ~ ' 
V. · · · when himself Gdvernor-Genend and 

Icerov . . 
,. '!' sec (the Asmus) w1th contemptuous eyes .. 1,, " 

~erately planned calumny to ·do 

I !l. The lrulirtn Review, February l!JO;i, 73. 
0. Ibid AI 

1 · so Our'zon's Spccchrs (refer footnote S). 

1 !· S~lJulhya (Cnlcutta), 14 February, 190.:i. (Reports I, 147). 

Native Nc I~erala Patril.:(t (Calieut), IS :\Iarc!J. lf!O•i. (Reports from 
Wspapcrs f ~ ·' p. ll!l). · 0 l•Iadrns-hereinafter referrcu to ns Reports 11-

170). 
13. The D( 'l . - ~ 

11 Y lluavadi, 15 & Ii Fcbrunry, 190v (Reports I, 14,, 

I.l. New 1 . 
Li. ,1 . n(ha, (Calcutta), IS February, 1!JO;J (Reports I, 76). 

• ll!l'lla B 
The esteemed pa az(n· Patrika 1 S February, 1!105. (Reports I, 79). 

Per Whil ' 1 · I h · · Curzon's book "Pro] 1 e making this remark o )VJous y nd m v1ew 
) erns of the Far East" published in London in IS96. 
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immense harm to the country'~ ;16 "Lord Cm"Zon has 
committed a. gr: .. ve indiscretion in cn,sting unjust 
aspersions on the chc.lr<.teter of the Indinns''.H 

The P.:t.rtition of Benga.I, above all other 
actions of Lord Curzon, worsened the situation. 
His assertion tha.t the Pau·tition wa.s "for admiuistra
tive convenh~!lce"/1 or t1:S Chirol caJledit "a measure 
of ttchnini:Str.tti ve redistribution and for better 
progress of the pt•ople"19 was as mueh <liscountcd 
thcn20 n.s is the result of the httcst resenrch.21 

H.a,ms::'!.y )IacDonald, an English statesman 
who visited Indht during that period, held that the 
Pctrtition of Bengttl W<tS "not merely a blunder; it 

10. Ibi<l., 24 Fclmuu·y, 1905. (Reports I, SO). 

17. Indian Jlirrol' (Cnlcutta), 3 1Im·ch, 1005 (Heports I, 85). 

IS. Lovo.tFmser, ln.<lict UJUlCI' Cnr:::on aml ~If/a, (London, 1!)12), 
3li!). 

1!). Chh·ol, India, I }:j.Q. 

20. B.eplying to Curzon's contention it wns remarked inn journnl, 
"If ndmini>Jtrativo convenience is U10 nim of tho proposed Partition of 
Bongo.!, thon tho 1nost rntionol course would be to sever Bihor from 
Bongo.!. In this course thoro is surely a wi.sdom. '!'his would satisfy tho 
Biho.ris with thoh· own udministrat.ion und 11lso keep Bengal intact.". 

Biltar News, 21 J·anuary, 1905. (Reports I, 30). 

'!'he obsorvu.tion of tho journal como truo. 'l'he Partition of 
Bongo.! wns undone in l!Hl aml Bihar mnde u. sepo.mte Province soon after. 

21. The .Modem Review, Aprill!>J9. 

Article oa "Genesis of the Partition of Beugo.l (1!)05)" by 
Dr. P. C. Chakravarti. 
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was an indict,~.blc offenee'' .2! l\'Ir. Morley C'onfessecl 
"that nothing was ever worse done so far as the 
disregard which was shown to the feeling and opinion 
of the people concerned" .23 The Partition -was an 
"utter contempt for public opinion", voieed C:okhal<' 
at Banares" .2-1 It "stirred (the whole country) to 
its deepest depths with son'ow and resentment'. 
for this act of ''a cruel wrong on the Bengalees" ·25 

. Uurzon added insult to injury when he des
cnbed the opposition to the Partition of Bengal 
as "manufactured" .2G His refusal to receive tlw 
~solution (of . protest) of the Indian National 
Congress at the hands of Sir Henry Cotton "·as 
another 1'llust t' · · •t 1 .. 2' · ra 1011 of h1s att1 1.1c c. 

In this way the Cm•zoniv,n rule was telling 
upo~l the patience, feelinas and the hardships of tlw 
Inchnn people. "We a;e subjects of the Briti'sh 
Empire, but of the advantaaes of British Citi'zen 

• b 

we enJoy none", wrote a journal and complainingly 
added '' ' · · · (we are) constantly hamssC'd by the 

22· J Ram ~r l . 1 I z· (L I l!HO), l!l!l. · say '' acDonald, 'l.'he Au·a•r71l11f/ o nc w, one on, 

23. The lnclian Review, l\Iareh 1906, lG:!-3. 

24. Gokhalc, Speeches, SUi-G. 
25. nicZ. 

26. Curzon, Speeches I 1"4 ' ' .) . 
27. Bihar News '>1 J - t I 41) • - anuary, 190:J, (Repor s , . 
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King's Officers'' .28 Consequently, the recall of 
Curzon and direct administration Ly the British 
Government had Lecn demanded."29 

In spite of the omnipotent ('hnrader of the 
(British) administration and as ::t result of the general 
a]Mthy of the people, efforts were being made to 
reoril•nbtc the life of the Indians, of course not 
altogether unsupported by some of the Englishmen 
m position. 

Day<l.nand's efforts to remodel Indian Society 
on the basis of the Vecla.s,30 R.ammohan Roy·s 
founding of Hra.hmo Samaja1 and Devendranath's 

~8. Sri Sri l'isluw Priya-o-.lwmcla 11a::ar Patrika (Cnlcuttn) 
1.) .":llttrch, l!lOii (Hepurt:< I, ~i!l). 

2!1. Swadcsamilrr111, :?I Fohrunry, lHP:i. (Hcports II, 74), Ibid. 27 
September, l !)();). (Hcpurts II, :li7). 

Curzon's ot hnr !lll'liSIII'CS I ike tlw Uni\'er~it ~· llcform, (I !l04) 

which offil'inlisetl highPr ctlut'at ion hrought him into colli~ion with the 
C<luctttcd lntlia; his Yiews on .\rmy ,\,Jministml ion brought him into 
conflict. (l!JO:i) with Lord Kitl'hncr, ultimnt<'ly IP1Hling to hi~ l'l'~i~nntion. 

A. Yusuf Ali in his hook. "'l'hr- J[akiJI!f o.f Indio" (London, 
l!l::!.i), on pngo :!ii I'cmnrks : ''.\II othc1' vieeroy>< were likecl by either 
utlenst in lntlitt ot• in London. bnt. Curzon wns 110ithor". 

ao. For this idem! Swumi Dnyannml C'stnhlh;hcd Aryn Snmnj nt 
Bornlmy on April 10, ISi:J. It took finn! shnpc ut Lnhuro in lSii. 

Lttjpn.t Rai, The AI'!Ja Samoj (London, l!JL"i), ii:?, :Ji; nlso 81. 

31. Bmlnno Sumnj pre.whcrl ugain-;t. iuolntory and stnrtcd the 
theistic movcmC!nt in India. 

Up:mdm N •• th Ball. A Ccntni'!J of Scl'vicc by the BrallinO 
Sam'lj (18!:!8-1!)28), (London, 19:?8). 

Indin.". 
Rajn, llmnmohnn Roy lm;; been ctdlcu "tho Father of l\Iodcrn 

(Oontd. on ne.1:t paJe) 
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associa.tion therewith marked the fir/:it :Na.tional 
:Jiovcment in India.a:?. 

Foreign nationals like lVIadam Bln.vatsky, 
Colonel Olcott33 n.nd ~frs. Annie Be;;ant3·1 also 
promoteJ social rtnd educational e~msc of the Indians. 
The viceroyalty of Lords Ln.wrcnce3~ and Ripon36 

~l~:trkecl, perha, ps, the climax of the 1 Uth ccntm•? 
hberalism' in lnd i<t. 

(Oontd. from .pr~vious pa!Je) 

Sat.sh Ch 1 Cl · .r '1 1 l z· (Calcutta, T nne rn. mkravurt1, ed., 'J.'he l<'athPr OJ "' oc rrn ·11c ut 
)lovember 1!!::15), 6!}. 

ment i!2'1 Quoted in Bipin Chnnder Pul, Bcyinninf! of l•'rccclom .Move· 
::13 -lodern lw.lia (Calcutta, l!}ii!}), XIV. 

1852 n d. 1 :\Iadnm Bluv1ttsky, of Hus!iiun parentuge, first vi,.;i!e<l Imlia in 
n o.tcr w·u C 

cstabli.,hrn 1 1 ol. Olcott in lSi!}. Both wcro conncetcd with tho 
Chirol "I cnlt of Theosophical Society. Tho Renuissunce in India, writes 

• las lcen I 1 1 ll "' Bluvatsk · 1 t·gc Y st inmh,tcd nnd to somo extent. pi'Omotel 'Y .>Iudmn 
lOIO), 2i and Colonel Olcott". Valentino Chirol, Ind,ian Uni'CIII, (London, 

34, , • I 

her tour : AllJ~Ic. Bcsunt, un Irish hy birth, udopterl Hinduism during 
(now tl lllUI1.1d1't Ill lSU::!-4. Tho estublisltmcnt of Centrnl Hindu College 

10 IUVcrsit ) . B u ff I f' . her pr Y 111 anm·cs, remarks eo rey, wns t 1e rrst fnut of 
opnganrla Sl l . . I' . 1 

lll~mbn, f. ' te J.ecume UCtl\'0 In po ltiCS Cllll WI\S tho Jcndinno 
• 1 o the I r . , "' 

Annie 11 111 lan Hume Rule LcnO'uc. Geoffcry \\est, 'l'he Li'e o~' 
e8ant (L "" J' "J 

·• Ondon, I !J33), I, 2-!, :?f/2, 222. 

organise IAn Engli:shmnn holds tlmt no Indinn hn!'; done so much to 
1111( con~o I' 1 · 'I "Sho gav f · 1' ate the Henai:;snnco :\Iovcmcnt ns ·' rt:~. Annie Bo:mn t. 
0 resh · 

3 _ Impetus to it". Chirol, Imlia11 Unl'e11t, 28. 

R · '-'· Loru L,., • · • 1 1 · "tl p · eeonstr·u t' • vrenco:; rule hns been mc.u< Cl Ill 10 erwrl of c ·•on" 18 
36 - 61-SO. Lovett, I11dia, (London, 1!!23), 137. 

. Lord Hirlo I d " I Cl . Freedom". S , 1t 111.<; been ealle us t te rnmpwn of Indian 
'~ Gopal, 'l'he Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon, (London, l!J;i3), 2:?4. 

Congress, also· 0 ·. Bonne.rjee, the first PrcsidPnt. of tho Indian )l"utionnl 
PUid It t I t . ml 1 • . , '. t . President-ial " rr Ju e to lum. .L te muan .J.sa tonal Conarc•s-

'::l peeche8 • ' 
• etc. (:i.\Indrns, :?nd ed., November 1 Ul i), 3. 
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The public<ttion of the 'SanH• .. chnr Dm·pan', 
a Jknga,li weekly, in the early part of the Hlt.h 
century was a, welcome augury. \Yit.l1 a,ll its poten
tiaJities, the Indian press beca.me a, powerful organ 
.of public opinion in the other half of the century. 
It developed through the struggle it conducted 
against the n.lien rule.:.~ 

In orga.nizing political o-pinion and u.ctivities 
in lndia,, the British Indian Association (1831 ), 
l\ladras l\lahaja.n Sn.blut (1~1'}4-) n.nd Bomb~"..Y Presi
<lency Association made a. great he<1,dwn.y.39 But 
it Wf' .. S the birth of the Indian National Congress, 
fifteen years before the close of the 19th century, 
which ultimately proved to he the chief instrument 
of people's independence ft·om the English rule. 
~tarted with the n.pprovn.l of Viceroy Dufferin in 
the hope tlli.'' .. t it would be something like "His 
l\la.jesty's Opposition" in India., with no chance of 
getting into power, it m<1de ra.pid strides by cap
turing the hea,rt as well as the hrain of India.311 

37. Fm· det.Lils see .-\.tulclumdt•tt Gupta, Ctl., Stutlic.s in the Bengal 
Remlisscmce (Judavpur, l!l;;S), 423-38. 

3S. S. K. :\litra., Indian Problems (London, HJOS), 384. 

39. Annio llcsnut, llow India Wrought ju1· Freedom, (Atl.1 ur, 
Madras, 1915), 15. 



"Ru.s.so-Phobia" or 
''Yellow-Pe1·il'' 

II 

Thus it was in the time of Curzonian Imperia
lism and the emancipation struggle, organized by 
the Indian National Congress, that the news of 
the Russo-.Japancse 'Var and that of latter's victory 
was received in India. A sec-tion of the enlightened 
population, however, felt concerned over the results 
of the Russo-Japanese 'Var inasmuch as that 
occasional reference of 'Russo-phobia' and 'yellow
}Jeril' ,,-ere made in the press. Those who talked of 
'Russo-phobia' observed, "since she (Russia) has 
lost fertile land of l\fanchuria she ·would now likely 
turn her eye to India" .40 "The idea of a Russian 
invasion of India is neither chimerical nor impracti
cal. Russia will not easily abandon her long. cher-

40. Suryoclaya Prakasika (Bnngnlorc), 4 Jnnunry, 190.:;. (Heport::o 
II, L:;). 
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ishcd intention of invading India,'' observed another 
journalY A well-informed paper of the time, 
befom conclusion of the Russo-Japanese vVar, had 
written, "It is certain that Russia ousted from 
l\Ianchuria, \voulcl turn her attention towards India. 
If Hnssia triumphs, she will seriously threaten the 
(Indian) Empire". In either case, the paper 
conc·ludecl "the (Russo-Japanese) .war was rm un
mitigated evil to India" .'1" Quoting Cairo's daily 
Al-l\luvayyi<l, another Indian newspaper wrote:43 

" ... in case of Russian defeat she will never remain 
quiet but will seek compensation h1 the possession 
of some other cmmtry, viz., either Persia, India or 
Afghanistan''. 

The journals could get credence in the well
known views of Lord Curzon. 'Vrites his bioara-a 
pher,4·1 "On a,ccount of the ,-iews which he (Curzon) 
held of the necessity for a definite polic~' to check 
the advance of Russia towards India via Persia, 
Afghanistan and Tibet, Lord Curzon has often been 

41. IiitavacN (Calcutta), 3 Fchrunry, l!JO.i. (Reports I, 118). 

4~. A mrita Ba=nr Pat rika (Culcut tn). ~4 J nnuury. I !>Oii. (The 
Report I, 3;3). Tho Puper's enlculutcd possibility of Russian attuek on 
India was based on the theory t.hnt nfter her (Hussiun) "dismnl defeat 
in 2\Innclmriu, sho must hnve nn outlet.''. llH'd., 14 Jnnunry, HlO.i 
(Reports I, 23). 

43. Shams-ul-Akhba1· (l\rndrns). lG Jnnuary, HlO;'i. (Reports 
II, 2!.1). 

44. 
II, 114. 

Eurl of Ronaldslmy, The Life of Lord Curzon (London, 1928), 



12 DlPACT OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 

depicted as a prancing pro-Consul afflicted with 
a:ute territorial megalomania. . .. On the North 
'\'\est Frontier and the North East Frontier alike 
he was constantly vetoing proposals for ... re
ducing commitments urged on him by his military 
advisers". 

, The appointment'~ of Lord Kitchner as the 
C?111Inander-in-Chief, .AI·med Forces in India, &ncl 
his views that Russia, even after her defeat in 190!3, 
n~ust not be thouaht of as "crippled for a rrcnera-t ''1G o ...., 

1011 · together with the inclusion of India h1 the 
scop f 
h e ~ the revised Anglo-Japn,nese Alliance~7 must 

I avd~ giVen added strenath to the contention of the n Ian . o 
JOurnals."18 Lorc.l Kitchner, consequently -----!;'). It is sn· I I"· I d" "tl •. I '-. t to secure f ." ·'It 1..1tchner was sent to n 111. WI 1 n par.JCu ur OuJer, 

pluruwd rontiers of India from uny possible RuRsinn nttaek, nnd he hntl 
(Lonu to meet the clmllen"o if it cnme. Philip )[ugnus, H.ilclmcr. 

on, 1!},;8), 209. "' 

Lj2. -!G. Sir George Arthur, Life of Lorll 1\.itdmcr, (London, 1!)20), II, 

4i. Inu· . , 
~\llinnce on , 111 wus Included in tho scope of tho rcvisedAnglo-Jupuncse 
1'rcatics ,1 August 12, 11}05. For text sec John V. A. ~incl\iurrny, ctl., 
Yo1·k, )fj·~;d Agreclllcnts with and Concerning China, 1S!l4-l!)ll}. (Xcw 

- ), I, ;jlo.s. 

of ihe sn Comment in.-. on the ull 1••111ce writes Chung, "tho main purpose ... 
~<:onrl ( "' ' ' , . , 

of success . .A.nglo.Jnpuncse) nlliunce was to tlcpnveHuESII1 of any hope 
' In any f . . . l I r " Cl ]:' Chung, 2'he uturo aggressive pohcy tm\ nH m m. . . . mng· • u 

.1 , -1 n:Jlo.Japane.~e Alliance (Baltimore, U.S.A., l!J3l), 124. 
s. Eve . . 

Seconu An ,10 n before tho armistice and the actual concluswn of the 
renewal off ·Jttpnncsc Alliunco, an Jndiun journal had recommended the 
(Tinnevell ~he Anglo.J otpanese :\II ian co (of 1 !)02). Sanajanamitran 

y ridge), ~S April, ~!)0; (Reports II, HH). 
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proposed reforms 19 in the Armed Forces which 
obviously involved inerea.se in the expenditure. 
Since this would further burden the Incli<1.n ta.x
paycr it created hue and cry both on the platform50 

and in the prC'ss."1 

There may not be two views a.bout the appre
hension, at that time~ in the minds of the British 
authoritiC's that war behvC'cn the British and the 
H.,ussia.n Empire seemed very elose.52 This is also 
clear from the comments then made in the Indian 
journals. But 'vas the British apprehension true 
in respect of India ·? Perhaps, not. The comments 
seem more related to the fear of increase in the 
defence expenditure which would, in turn, be 
shouldered by the Indians than to the a,ctual 
clangC'r from Russia. Tmn1.nls the fall of the year 
1905 the Indian lea.clership found no justifica.tion 
for an increased military expenditure. Complaining 
of the incessant and intolerable burden of taxes, 

49. Kitclmer hncl dro.wn u 2\Iemornndum C'nlled "The Preparation 
of the At·my in India for "\"\'ur". Arthur, Lo1Tili.itclmc1·, I30. 

50. Speeches of Gop(/l Krisl111a Gol.:halc (l\Indros, HJIG, 2nd edition), 
128-9. Also the Indian Re-view, l\Inrdt l!JOJ, 1·17. 

51. Am1·it Bazar Pal1'ilm (Sec footnote 42). It. snid thnt the 
reforms would mnko the poor Indinns poorer. 

Hitavadi, 20 Jnnnnr~·· I 905, (Reports I, G.J) remarked 
"heavy taxation nnd no relief". 

fi2. Part il'nlarly after October I 90-1 when Russian Bnltic Fleet, 
on its way to the "\Ynr against Japan in tho Far Enst, hntl fired off the 
Dogger Bank on a Brit ish trawling fleet from Hull mistaking it for torpedo· 
boats. l\Ingnus, 217 (footnote 4:j). 
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that the Indian tax-payer 'vould have to shoulder 
as a result of the Armed Forces Reorganization 
Scheme, Gokhale, in his famous Budget speech on 
28th :\larch, 1906, pointed out53 : 

This (the Reorganization) scheme was projected in tho 
early stages of the Russo-J<tpancsc 'Va.r ... when 
the issue of the struggle was not only uncertain but tho 
odds seemed to he against Japan, anti <tfter apprehen
sions were entertained of hostile movem.onts of H.ussian 
troops in the direction of Ca.bul. Now, however, that 
the situation has undergone a complete change and tho 
North-'\-Vestcrn Frontier, our one d<tngcr-zone; has 
for the time ceased to he a da.nger-zone, there 
is no justification for proccctling with a. costly 
scheme .... " 

There were other newspapers which, after 
analysing the situation, could write with confidence 
that "fear from Russia at a time when she had 
been defeated at the hands of Japan is groundless" ,5·' 

A few considered the Russian "bogey" of an inva
sion of India as "improbable" .55 An Englishman 
writing in the Times, London, had emphaticalJy 
declared, "In view of the terrible strain exercised 
by the present (Russo-Japanese) campaign on Russia, 
she may be safely disregarded as an aggressive 
power (in so fa.r a.s India was concerned) at least 

53. Speeches (footnote 50). 
:j4. 

II, 208). 
Vrittanta Ohintamani (liysorc), 31 :\lay, I 00;3. (Reports 

55. Bengalee (Calcutta), 7 January, 100.3. (Reports I, 3). 
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during the life time of the present genera.tion.";;tl 
Similar were the views of a.nother contemporary 
expert who said thn,t "If Japan won (the R.usso
.Jn.panese \Var), H.ussia, would no longer be dangerous 
on the Indian frontier" .'j7 

Russin,'s rcpca,ted defeats both on land and at 
sea led also to ma,rk a radical change in Lord 
Kitchner's views. He wrote to l\Ir. Balfmu~s tha,t 
there was no 'immediate' danger of c.tn attack by 
Russia. '"Still less do I do so now". He cha.rac
teriscd that the inunedia,te problem was "the 
integrity of the Amir's dominions (Afghanistan)". 
This might lead us to a real factor _that necessitated· 
the Army Reorganiz<ttion scheme. \Vrote Kitchner 
m l\Iay 1005 : 

" .... the probl<}m before us i:i something more than n. 
mere Indin.n ouc, inasmuch as we have solemnly 
guantntced the integrity of the .Amir's dominions, 
ltnd have llledgcd ourselves to defend his frontier. 
If we are to fulfil our obligations in this respect ... 
for the integrity of the Afghan frontier, that frontier 
thereupon becomes in a. milita.ry sense onr own" .... 59 

::i6. Quotcu in tho Jlimloo Patriot, 25 Jnnunry, l!lOil. (Reports 

I, 3.1). 
:n. A. :\I. Pooley, Japan's Forciyn Policy (London, 1920), 13. 

58. Quoted in Arthur (footnote 46). 

59. Ibicl. About British guurnnteo for tho integrity of Amir's 
dominion, see letter from Sir :\[. Durand to the Amir dated the 11th , 
~ovember, 1893. .tl Collectio1~ of Treaties, Enyagcmcnts and Scmacls 
Relating to In.dia awl :Nc.ighlJottl"iny Countries, comp. C.U. Aitchison 
(Calcutta, 1909), 363. 
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lVIr. A. J. Balfour, then the British Prime 
Minister, on 11th 1\'Iay, 1905, speaking on the ques
tion of the defence of India in the British House of 
Commons said, " ... I am not intending to lead the 
House to suppose that ... a \Var with Russia ... 
is either possible or probable ...• " ·60 

The above letter (from Lord Kitchner to l\'Ir. 
Balfour) written by no less an authority than the 
Commander-in-Chief in India, and the categorical 
statement of the British Prime l\:Iinister prove 
beyond doubt that there was not so much the 
~anger of an immediate Russian aggression on India 
~lt a fear "that the Afahans may form an alliance 

Witl I=> . b . 1 -"uss1a or Persia" .61 Hence the British 
concern. 

F . The cardinal point of the British Indian 
too~Ign Policy at that time must have been either 
a b ave sway over or at worse make Afghanistan 

uffer state between India and Russia. In that 
event 1 . 
1 w 1a t could be the possible reason for war 
1YSteria ? 1 d" 1 l A.faha . · t seems, it was to ISsu.a: ~ t 1e Amir ?f 

0 IUstan from concedina anv facilities to Russm 
b ·' 

--=-----1 GO.:>), ~~: The (British) Parliamentary Dcl;atcs (Fourth Series, Vol. CXL YI, 

Gl. Raz . 
lDO.:;. (The . nama-t-.J.l!ukaddm· Hablul Matcen (Calcutta), Hl June, 

Report I, 596). 

would be d Th~re wns a rumour about Russo-Afghnnistnnallianee which 
etr!Inenta) to British interests in Korth-\Yest. 
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and to convince the Amir of "the British as his 
dependable ally".62 

But so far as India was concerned the Press 
interpreted that the "Russo-phobia," was nothing 
but a "bogey" for ma.king provision of subsistence 
to a few more Europeans.';a Kitchner had, it is on 
record, formula.h•d mn.ny a scheme which involved 
a regnlctr substantin.l increase in the employment of 
British officers in the Indian army.6·1 It was this 
which cren ted an uproar a.ncl the sincerity of the 
l{itchner Reform scheme was questioned. 'l'he 
reforms, in so far as India was concerned, were 
cn.lled the "gloomy political aspect" .65 There was 
<t force in the report published in one journal that 
with Russia clefea,ted at the hands of Japan, with 
the (revised) Anglo-Japanese Alliance, no justifica
tion was there for any fear of Russian aggrcssion66 

G2. There wus a rumour thnt Afglumistnn might ngreo to Hussian 
Rnilway construction pl'Ogrnmmc within Afghnn ll•rritory whic·h would 
cOJmect- wit.h tho Russinn stmtegic railways. Arthur, 149 (footnote 4G). 

H.ightly or wrongly, similm· apprehension had also be«.>n felt 
by t.he British statesmen in 1830s when Russinn Agent· was found at Hernt. 
This le«l Lord Auckland to adopt- an ambitions policy. Sec Sir Alfred 
Lyo.ll, llise and Expansion of the British Dom-inion i11 India (London, 
Juno 1!)::!!)), 313-i. 

184.-T.. 

G3. Yrittantu C/dntumani, n. uu. 

04. Various schemes arc detailed in Kitclmer"s biography. Arthur, 

Gu. Amrit Bcrza1· Pat1·ika, 14 January, 190ii. (Reports I, 23). 

GO. The Kerala Patrika (Calicnt.), 24 Juno, 1905. (Heporls II, 
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or increase in the military expenditure. The later 
events, when Russia turned her attention tmvards 
the Balkans in Europe, proved the correctness of 
the view.s' 

Moreover, it was araued that defence of India 
0 

had a simple solution. Increased number of Indians 
should be imparted better military training.os 
They would thus hold their own in any eventuality 
as .Japan had done.09 Wrote another paper,'0 "the 
interests of India demand that her sons should, 
like the children of the land of the Rising Sun, 
acquil:e the power to adapt themselves to evcr
changmg circumstances". The V1·ittantct Ohintct-

·n 
ma~~~. quoting Colonel Younahusband in support 
of t · o 

I s VIew, suggested and commended the Japanese 
method of trainina for the Indians to defend their 
motherland. The o Japanese military training has 
n?t only proved itself against the Russians but also, 
Cited another J·ournal '" ''the Chinese under2:oin2: t·· ' '-' '-' 
rauung in the military school at Tokio would soon 

de~ t ~7 '1 '~hntever remained of tho H,ussiun danger oven nftor her ea lfi !)f),J \ . • • 
allinuee. \ ns removed in 1907, on tho conclusiOn of tho Anglo-Hussmn 

68. Vrittanta Chintanwni 5 -\ugust, 1905. (Reports II, 284). 

n9. II indoo Patriot (Calc~tt~), 18 April, 1!)03. (Reports I, 153). 
70. Bengale 8 I --) 

. e, February, 1003. (Reports , IM • 

71. ~rtttanta Ohintamani, 12 July, 1905. (Reports II, 203). 
72. 8wade8 · 

anntran (:i\Indras), 27 July, I!J05. (Reports II, 283). 
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becm.ne redoubtable as the petulant Ja.p." It was 
even complained, "The Government do not provide 
military training to the natives because of fear that 
they (Indin.ns) would learn Ja.pa.nese sense of 
pc.ttriotism" .'3 

It would he apt to say, therefore, that not 
only there was no actual Russian danger, the 
rC'forms scheme, too, was not in the interest of India 
m· the Inclim1s. The sense of Russo-phobia may 
thus have been engendered by the British (in India) 
in order to convince the Indians so as the latter 
might regard the former "the saviours". At the 
smne time, it must have been in the mind of the 
British rulers tlmt the panic-stricken Indians 
would not too much criticise the Army Reform 
scheme, which was considered to be a good avenue 
for increased employment of Britons. A journal 
correctly concluded the Englishman's fear of Russia 
as " ... a man is never afraid of losing what he 
has legally acquired, but is in constant fear of being 
deprived of what he has wrongfully acquired and 
misappropriated". "This cxphtins the Englishman's 
fear of Russia with respect to India", the jom·nal 
said.N 

The only possible justification, at the hands 
of the· British, for the introduction of the Army 

73. Ibid. 

74. Bharat . .U:tra (Culcutta),:li June, l!l05. (Reports I, 596). 
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Reforms, it seems, was the maintenance of integrity 
(not of India but at the cost of India) of Afghanistan7;; 

and be prepared for any Russian aggression on the 
"Indian" frontiers;o 

As to the question of "Yellow-Peril" there did 
not seem to be any substance in it. The official 
sources did not record any note of a pprchcnsion 
(obviously in view of growing friendly ties with 
.Jap8 n). The puulic leaders were referring to 
,Japan with reverence. A singular comment in 
~ I~e,vspaper77 viewed Japan as highly ambitious, 

1 ·with ambition not limited to the Far East, and 
lence a danger to India". This may, in the ab-
sence of a · fi . ny cogent argument, seem an m erence, 
arrived at after Japan's fight with China in 1895 
and aaah1st R · · J ' b't· t 0 • ussm m 1905. apan s am 1 Ions, 
~f ~h~t ti~e, d~cl no~ go beyond gra~bing a part 

hmese territory '8 much less castma covetous --=----- ' b 

i.;, Sec, n. 4i. 

iG. The Parliamentary Debates. 78-D (footnote GO). 

(Repor~:- I Roznama-i-1llukaddar Hablul J.llateen (CnlcuUu), 3 April. lfJO;"i. 
• 32D). 

iS. Ku . 1. 
~ew Yorl· lllc 11 Asakawa, 1'/,c Russo-Japco1ese Conflict (Boston and 

'• l DO-!) 30-32. 

in lUnnch .Japan Wns even prcpnrctl to concede Russian preponderance 
uru1 and . 

over Korc not fight her ifthclatterncccptedJnpnncso protectorate F o.. TJ. I 
'u Chung, Tl 118 8 10Ws tl1c limitation of the J11pnnese interests. Chung-

le Anglo-,Japr1;1esc .rJlliance, 145. . 
Moreover r . - t I t 

• n tcr tho Russo-Japanese "'ar, J;npun ~van et () 

(Oontd.on next paUe) 



IMPACT OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 21 

eyes on the Indian Empire. Rather, after the de
feat of Russia in 1905, most of Japn.n's overseas 
aspirations seemed satisfied.'9 

On the other hand, in India there was n.Il
round praise for Japan. The Japanese success 
was, in fact, considered as a relief to India inas
much as it had "deprived the Russian Bear of its 
claws" a.nd hence "will no longer excite grmindless 
and needless n.larm in the mind of the British 
lion". so Secondly, the Indians would not change 
the English for the Japanese rule alt.hough they 
would "prefer to follow the Japanese example for the 
·development of her industry".81 

(Oontcl. from JJI"evious page) 
net in uccordnneo with the stmlllnnls of \Yesten1 intcmutionnl h\W and was 
determined to avoid nny impression that she wns fishing in muddy waters. 

D.::Imc1' :\1. Brown, )iatio11alism in Japan (Berkeley and Los 
Angeles, HJ,j;j ), LiS. 

i!). Sow·ccs of the Japanese 7'rwlition, comp. Hyusnku Tsunoda, 
Wm. Theodore de Bury and Donnld Keene, (New York, 1958). 76:.!. 

SO. B1mlu:an 8anjh•a11i, 21 June, 1!)05. (Reports [, 633). 

SL Swadesamitrco~ (l\lc.dms), 3o :March, 1!l05. (Reports II, 126). 



III 
Public Response 

The real significance for India of the outcome 
of the Russo-Japanese war was not so much the 
concern over "Russo-phobia" or "Yellow-Peril" 
but that the Japanese success had touched the 
imagination of the people. The Press introduced 
Japan to the people of India for the "brilliant 
success in humbling a great European Power" .s2 

The people responded to it with great enthusiasm. 
One reason for Indian enthusiasm was that 

the Russo-Japanese \Var was taken to be a struggle 
between Europe and Asia and that of latter's victory 
proved that the European superiority was a myth. 
It 'vas said to be "the victory of a just cause, of 
heroism and of patriotism";s3 and which has con-

8'> Tlte Indian Review, Jnnunry 100;;, 1. 

83. The Drdly Hitat'flcli, 6 Janunry, 1005. (Reports I, 21). 



Il\IPACT OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 23 

ferrecl ':lustre on all Asia" .8~ Another preferred 
to call it as "the glorious victory" and added, 

'·We (the people in the East) who arC' hated as cowards 
and imueeilc, arc proud of this triumph of the Et1st. 
in its terrible struggle with the West. We heartily 
congratul:1te thee, Japan, on thy womkrful couragC', 
thy discipline, thy iron will, and thy indomitable 
energy ... thou alone hast sawcl the honour of the 
East, the down-trodden East" ,s:; 

Some even went so far to say that "the Asiatic 
race has broken the pride of the greatest Power 
in Europe so thoroughly that not even hope of 
retirement is left". sa 

Giving an account of the interest the Indians 
had evinced in the \Var, an Indian student in 
Tokyo wrote to a, Ja.pa.ncse journal,s; "You (the 
,Japanese), perhaps, cannot imagine to what extent 
they (the Indians) loved her (Japan)". During the 
"Tar, he added, "so great wa,s the interest of our 
people in Japan, that our weekly papers turned 
into daily ones, and the Press had sometimes to 
publish extra, issues. " 88 "Every morning the 
people anxiously waited at their doors for the news-

8!. Ibid., 2 June, 1!)05. (Reports I, 553). 

8.J. Samay, G Jununry, Hl05. (Reports I, 21). 

86. Bc11galee, 26 )[arch, 1!)0;). (Heports I, 123). 

Si · Quoted in Lnncclct Lawton, Empire in the Fw· East (London. 
1!)12), II, 806. 

88. Ibid. 
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boy, and the students could not attend to their 
books without reading the telegrams (giving an 
account of tl;le vVar). After the fall of Port Arthur 
we shared your joy and pride to not a small degree, 
and the city of Calcutta and many other towns 
and villages were grey with illuminations. Indeed, 
we in India shared your pride more than, perhaps, 
the rest of the world, because to us the victory of 
Japan meant more than what met the eyes of the 
ordinary world". The same student concluded, 
"Today even the very common man who can just 
read the newspapers, can narrate the story of th~ 
Russo-.Japanese \V<tr from the beginning to the 
end. "su 

Ramsay lVIacDonald, a contemporary British 
statesman, who visited India then, made similar 
observation in his book "The Awakening of India" .90 

Mr. Nehru, recalling the clays of his early youth 
when the war took place, has written, " ... I 
remembr~r well how excited I used to get when news 
c~me of the .Japanese victories ... " 91 "Japanese 
VIctories t' 1 1 · d I · s u·rec up my ent msmsm an waited 

89. liJid. 

22). 
90· J. R. :\IncDonald, 'l'lte An•akcniny of lmlia, ISO (footnote 

9 L Bcin · . · · 9 Novcmbet·, ]!J 3 .~ g a letter to his. unuglttct· wr•tt~~~ from. Jnd on 2-nd 
Jnnuur Jn, -· Jawaltarlu.l Nehru Glim]JBell uf T1 orlrllllslo1y (J.onuon, 

y ..,,.!)), 401. , . 
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ca.gcrly for the pa1Jers for fresh news daily. I invest
ed in a, In.rgc number of bool\S on ,Japrlll. . ."~2 

Another contemporary beat'S testimony that 
the· Russo-Japanese \Var did not fail to be noticed 
even by the simplest members of the community; 
and it was a, source of "a stir of excitement" in them. 
C. F. Andrews wlio was a witness to the develop
ments taking place in India and who had frequently 
moved among the common-folk writes that '~the 
war between l~ussia <tnd Japan had kept the 
surrounding peoples on the tip-toe of expectation. 
A stir of excitement passed over Indi~:t. Even the 
t•emote villages talked over the victories of Japan 
as they sat in their circles and passed round the 
'huqqa' (Indian Pipe) at night.93 He further records 
a conversation with an older man; the latter saying 
to him, "There has been nothing like it since the 
(Indian) Mutiny (of 1857). Even the most ignorant 
peasants 'tingled' with the news of .Japan's successn .11"' 

The enthusiasm anu excitement with which 
the victories of Ja.p~:tn were received in India, 
besides on account of "Asian success over Europe", 
were due to the hope that the repulse of H.ussict 
might call tt halt to the European expansion in 

: !.l:?. .Jawahnrlnl :Nehru, ...! n .Antobioywphy, (Xew Delhi, 1062) 
lG. 

93. C. F. Andrews, '1'/tc Renaissance inlmlia (London, 1!)12), 4. 
94. Ibid., 5. 
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the East.05 Even before the conclusion of the 
'Var, it had been remarked, "If Japan comes out 
thoroughly victorious from the 'Var, it would mark 
an end of exploitation of the East by the vVest. "~6 

Hence the expectation of the people that the result 
of the vVar would save "the l\:Iusalmans (Turkey) 
and Buddhist (Indi.a) from the clutches of the 
Christians" .9• 

---!.1.:;. Bharat 111" - (n 
OG. tlra (Ct\lcutta), 10 June, HIOv. neports I, 57J). 

The A.mr·t ) 1 
(Reports I, 2a). 1 ct Bazm Patril.:a (Cttleuttn • 4 Jnnu:uy, 1005. 

!.17 · Russi1\ ha{l , , 
(Calcutta), 24 l\IarcJ also been encroaching upon lurkey. 'l'he Sol/em 

1' lllO.:;, (Reports I, 290). 



IV 
Political Consequences 

The success of Japan was regarded particularly 
as a blow to Great Britain, which represented the 
''rest to the Indians. It served as an eye-opener 
inasmuch as the latter now thought "that given 
opportunities, Asiatics (Indians) can successfully 
compete with Europeans (Britons) ... '.' 98 

A Bengali journal wrote, " ... the delusive 
belief (of the Europeans and Americans) that 
Ec.1.sterns are destined to remain in perpet.ual tutelage 
and servitude to '\oVestern will now probably dis
appear from many a 'Vcstern mind". The journal 
then asked, "If the rice-eating Jap is capable 
of throwing into utter rout and disorder the Russian 
Soldier, cannot the rice-eating Indians (meaning 

98. Cham .J.1liltir (Mymcn Singh-Bengal), !.:!0 June, 1!){15. 
(Reports I, G32). Sec also, Sir John Cumming, ed., Political Inclia (183!!· 
l!l32), (London, 1932), 288. 
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Bengalees) also if properly trained, do the same?" 
\Vith these words it cautioned the English that their 
"distrust of the Indians in employing them in higher 
services would further deepen disaffection as a 
re~ult of Japan's victory over Russia". It ended 
With an advice to the (English) rulers to make "no 
m.ore attempt to trodden down (the Indians.) like 
:!Ies in the dust'', and assured the countrymen, 
th~ East (India) is sure to triumph over the West 

(Britain) if it studied and emulated Japan" .00 

th A contemporary Enalis.h writer hv,s observed 
at tl · o 
. d le VIctory of Japan put the question into the 

nun ~ 0~ Indians, "where . now was the vaunted 
su penon t f 
me ? Y 0 the white men over the coloured 
hoi~ th \Vh~re was England's particular chtim to 
Asiatic e tor~eous East in l!..,ee "! (And) if the young 
Goliath avid could smite down the European 
to ach·' what might not 300,000,000 Indians dare 

leve" .100 

that ~~~ o~her 'vords, besides clearing the illusions 
Japa11 i f ¥est Was unconquerable, the victory of 
the Itltl~1 used the much-needed confidence among 

Ians ·1 . 
tunities ·. f the Indians obtamed equal oppor-
thcn1, theWhleh had been deliberately denied to 
~ht they could match the English. 

UU. .Sri S . 
8 June 1no- rt Vi~tl · B · 1 tt ) .., ;.,. (Re mu Prtya-o-Ananda · uzar l'atnl.-a (Cu cu n , 

100. Chir I Ports I, :j87). 
o ' lntliu, 113. 
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'Vrote the daily Ilitavadi thus : 

" ... (ThC' Russo-Ja.pn.ncsc ·war) has hclpC'd us to clear 
aw:w with tlw Wl'SlC'rn illusions. So far the flesh and 
blo~d of thl' lamb (Indians) wcru tr:tnsform.cd into 
the materials in the body of the tigC'r (the English). 
"rc ha.n' now found out our mistakes. The lamb 
can also tw tra.nsfonncd in a. tigt-r .... " 101 

The same newspaper repeated its contention 
on 22nd April, 1905, by adding : 

" ... 'With the victory of Jap:m, signs arc visible of the 
a.wnkening of a ne\\· life ... looking forward to en
joying equal!'ights with the white subjects of Britain. 
The cm.ployn~cnt of Indians in increasing num.bers 
in the higher ofilccs of States ; the m.eting out of equal 
justice bctWC'C'll black and white ... these arc tho 
points to 'rhirh tllC' aim of eclnratC'd India. is now-u
da.ys prominC'ntly directed" .103 

A section of public opinion, hmvever, thought 
that the Indian joy (oYer the Ja.panese success) 
was due to the Japanese being ally of the British 
Government, which also i·ulecl over Indi.a. Their 
argument was that Japan had "defeated a Power 
(Russia) which was the bitterest foe of our (British} 
Government" .103 It ,,·as also realised that Asia 
would have to rema.in pupil of Europe for many 

IOL. 'l'he Daily lliluvatli, 28 ~[arch, 1905. (Reports I, 34i). 

102. Ibid., 22 April, HJO;;. (Reports I, 411). 

103. 'l'ripura Tiilaishi (Comilln), 20 June, 1005. (Reports I, 632·3). 
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years to come.10 ' The latter statement remains a 
fact till even today in spite of Japan's victory over 
Russia. Europe, on the whole, was decidedly 
superior in every aspect. But the argument that 
Indian happiness in 1905 was on account of Britain 
~ein? an ally of Japan does not seem to be convincing 
In VIew of the bitterest aaitation started in 1005-G 

. 0 

against the British regime. 
Besides, .Japan had reminded the Indians 

of the need for a common religion and language, 
which were the important elements of nationalism 
leading to her success in 1905. This inspired the 
people to trace the secrets of her success for which 
tokhale, too, had advised his countrymen to study 
t e history of Japan .ws 

~-
I 63 . Cltnru III 'h · 

' 2). " 1 ~r (:\Iymcn Singh, Bengal), 20 Juno, l!)tJ,). (Reports 
10;3. 

lOG!)_ Gokha.I . 
0 In o. public speech on 2.1 July, HJ0.3. Gokhale, Speeches, 



v 
Elem,enis of Japanese Nationalism.

Lessons for Indians-Need for a 
Common Religion a.nd Language 

The important secrets of the Japanese success, 
among others, were their deep-rooted patriotism, 
their playing with death, their discipline, compul
sory education and the national language.108 The 
common language, for instance, had provided the 
Japanese "with still another unique, exclusive 
possession to excite the thoughts and sentiments of 
ardent nationalists. " 107 

It were these ideals which the leaders put 
before the people and frequently referred to the 

IOli. .At·ticlc on tho subject by :)ister Xivedita. 'l.'hc lmlitoc Re
view, July I 905, 51::!. 

Later nn Indiun hnd mndc nn intensive study of tho subject 
nnJ hold similar views. Ch11mnn Lal, Secl"et-& of Ja]Jan (Tokyo, 1!)::!8). 

107. Delmer :\I. Brown, ::!. 
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example of Japan so as to inculcate the spirit of 
patriotism in a land sometimes referred to as "a 
geographical ra.the1· than historical names. " 103 The 
lesson, said Gokhale, that one draws from Japan 
"is the tremendously strong national feeling \Vhich 
l1a l b t t f J ' · ·" 10~ '"TI c c een a grea secre o . apan s success . 1e 
Indian people, whether living in palaces or huts," 
he asked, "should follow the JapaneHc sense of 
patriotism". "Patriotism", he added, "is the 
corner-stone of national exist0nce. It is the 
motive power for all national action". "There 
(in Japan)", it was said, "exists no distinction 
between the individual and the State. 'Vhoso
ever attacks the State attacks each and every 
.Japanese subjcct."uo In other words, "Devotion 
~0 lllother-land should be in the same way as it is 
111 .Japan."Ht 

Again, Gokhale warned the people that mere 
~ne feeling would not help unless they were cliscip-

Jllled and gave obedience to their leaders as in 
. apan 112 D' . . .. 
J · Ismphne as was exlub1ted by the 

_ ap~ ~my.113 Loyalty and obedience as their 

10~. L 
ancolot. Lawto!1, BmpirM 1' 11 the Far Ea.~t. 806. 

109. Goi·J I 
'lU e>, Spee~ltes f;Jn ll 0 ° > L Jo 

. Alfr,1d Ste 1 " · · ·· •· II' l t Augui!t anu s .. l(. Jttp·t!l:}')-3 P.ttrtOtli!:n • ,m . Ill( n' an Review, 
' optember 1!)07. 

111. Gokhal 
. e, 8peeclte~, 819. 

112. lbtd., 831. 

ll3. The ln.d' 
tan Review, July 1905, 512. 
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(Japanese) religion teaches. "It is here that Japan 
supplies an invaluable object lesson by which we 
firmly trust that India will surely profit."114 

India had also to learn from J a. pan in the 
field of education, particularly practical education. 
Because "education emancipates the lower classes 
and lessens the gap in society; and on women's 
education depends largely the welfare of future 
generation." These ideas of compulsory and wo
men's education were responsible for ''levelling demo
cractic spirit in ,Japan."m 

Emphasising on the practical education, it 
was said, "The greatest lesson to India from Japan 
(in the field of ecluca.tion), is not the theoretica.l educa.
tion but pra.ctical which would enable the pupil 
to earn his living in a. better way".m The schools 
should be linked up ·with the manual training. 
Each successive grade of school on the literary side 
should be accompa.nied with a parallel grade of 
craft development. "In Japan, agricultural edu
cation was given in the primary schools; in the 
higher primary natural science was taught."m \Vith 

114. luid., J anuury 1 !JOJ, !:!. 

115. Ilindustan Rcvie'W, March HlOi, G. A. Nnteson on "\VI:at 
Indio. ought to 1cnrn from Jnpnn". 

llG. The l11dian Revimt•, April 1!lOi, !!!)I. 

117. A1mic Bcsnnt, Shall India Lit'e or Die? (Bangalore, l!l~J), 
107 ·8. 
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this aim in view as a first step, ';The Elementary 
Education Bill," was introduced in the Imperial 
Legislative Council on l\iarch 16, 1911.118 



VI 
Japan's Strong lrnpetus to 

National Movement-Adoption of 
the Ideal of Self-Government 

The Indians thus drew compn.rison to every 
aspect of life in Jn.pan.119 The frequent references 
to the achievements of Jn.pan and to the conditions 
in India not only deepened unrest but also helped 
in the clearer realization by the Indians of the 
significn.nce of freedom. Naturally, the Indians 
set their mind to be what Japan was, a free country. 
In this way Japan became an ideal for the political 
advancement of the country. 

Gokha.le in his Presidential address at Benares 
analysed the difference between the progress made 
by independent Japan, n.nd India under the English 
rule. He said,120 

119. The Indian Review, April l!lOi, ~91. 

1::!0. Gokhule, Speeches, 831. 
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"Japan within 40 years of wcst<.'rn influence was, in the 
matter of eductttion, in line with the most advanced 
nation. But in India., nft<.>r hundred yeats of English 
rule, four out of fh·e vill:g•·.;; w<.>re without a school 
house, seven out of eight children grew iu ignoranc3 
a.ncl in darkness". 

This, he explained, ''virus the difference between 
a subject nation and an independent nation". Even 
the Gaekwad of B~roda, it was pointed out, who 
enjoyed an amount of autonomy, "was spending 
6id per head for educn.tio~1 n.gainst ld per head in 
the provinces under the direct British rule". "Is 
it not a matter of shame", it was asked, "to sec our 
(British) Government, boa.sting of its superior 
civilization" and not caring for the education of the 
people under its rule even like the 'Maharaja'.121 

l\iore and more people realised, therefore, that 
what England, Japan and Baroda had achieved, 
the Indians could do if they were self-governing.112 

And Japan became a symbol and a standard of 
their achievements to be. The people were, there
fore, asked to come out of the rut and follow Japan 
in order to achieve similar results. 123 

Sir Verney Lovett who had watched the pro
gress of the Indian Nn.tional l\Iovement from close 
quarters for nearly thirty-five years from the incep-

121. Ilitavu£li {Calcutta), 11 Juac, I!JO.i.- · {Hcports I, 585). 

12::?. Annie Besnnt, India : A Nation {l\Iudrns, 1030), 135. 

123. Tilnk, TV1·itinys ancl Speeches, 222. Gokhnlc, Speeches, 831. 
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tion of the Congress till the end of the First '\V orld 
\Var also held the same view. He said tha.t the 
nationalists had made .Japan as the standard of 
their aspirations-self-rule. Because the nationa
lists believed that united self-governing India 
could rival the success of Japan.m That is, she 
could in 10 or 15 years be as great as Japan.m 

The \Vn.r, nay the success of Japan, had made 
deeper impressions inasmuch as it changed the 
basis of the Indian movement. The year 1905, 
in fact, may. be reg<trded as a dividing line in the 
history of the Na,tional Movement in India. The 
Indian N<ttional Congress, "the emblem of National 
feeling" , 1 ~a which had given rise to the National 

12-1. LovoLt, A lli:JIOI'!J of the Indian NutionaU:Jt .Movement (London, 
l !!21 ). !).f,. 

1:?.i. 'l'ilnk, Writinys aml Speeches, 330. 

Somo went to tho extent of usking if it wus proper for India 
to sharo rejoicing over the Jnpnnoso success us done by other orit'ntul 
nntion:; "for wo do not possess nnt.ionul independence". 

Dally llitavadi (Cnlcuttn), -! Juno, 1!)05. (Reports I, 504). 

126. J·. Rnmst\y llncDonalcl found tho history of tho Nationnl 
Cong1·oss nnd thnt of tho Nntionn.l .Mo,·emcnt in India ns synonym. 
l\IucDonnld, l \li. 

2\luny m1 Ei1gli:;h statesman f1·om time to time hncl admitted 
tho nutiont\1 character of tho Congress. In lS!JO, when tho Congress was 
nearly fivo years old, Sir Charles Dilko said, " ... there is so much 
reason to think that tho Congress llovcment rcully represents tho cultivated 
intolligenco of the country .... " 

:\lr. Herbert (later Lord) Gladstone observed, "Tho nationul 
movement in Imli,\ expresses through tho Congress';. Quoted in A. C. 
~lo.zumdo.r, In!lian National Evolution (:\Iudras, 1!!15) first ed., 154-5. 
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J\fovement, had grown both in status and impor
tance.127 It was now a force to be reckoned with.m 
It had become increasingly popular.12u The "real 
National J\fovement" may be dated from the year 
1906,130 

The maturity of the Congress may be gauged 
from the ideals it set forth in 1905 and put on clearer 
pattern in 1906. India should be governed "in the 
interest of the Indians themselves", declared 
Gokhale at Benares in 1905.131 It was clear from 
his address that mere enlargement of representa
tion in Legislative Assemblies would not satisfy 
the aspirations of the people. The other point on 
which Gokhale was firm and resolute, while 
speaking on behalf of the people his organization 

127. Prince o"r \Vales (lntet· George V) who ,·isited India in 1!105 
r;~f.)rred to the National Congress ns "rapidly becoming a great power". 
See John Viscount l\Iorley, Recollections (London, June 1!:118), II, Iii. 

128. Advising Lord l\Iinto (Viceroy of Intii11 from November 
100;:; to No\·ember 1910) on Indinn nffail"sl\IorlPy wrote on (i June, 1!)0(i, 
"C t . ,. . ns ·Iron bureaucracy won't go on forc\·rt·. '\: ou cannot go on governing 
111 tho same spirit (refcning to Curzon's rule'); you have got to deal with 
the Congress party and Congress priltciples." Ibid., 173. 

12!). Sir Henry Cotton President of t.ho Bombay ( J !104) Session of 
~1.7r, Congress, later wrote in l;is book that. a largo numbrr of pcoplo from 

1 erent shades of lifo joined and attended tho Congrrss Sessions. Ho 
~~~~~~l. t;~~t a stirring spectacle. Sir Henry Cotton, New India (London, 

130• L!tjpat Rai Youno l11dia, 148-(;0. 13 • il . 

l. Gokhale, Speeches. S0-!-4G. 
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represented, was not to tolerate other than the 
treatment "of perfect equality". The condition 
for rroinrr torrether wn.s to be "self-1res1lect of the 

0 0 0 

other side". The methods to attain the end, 
however, were still, in his view, to be peaceful and 
constitutional.132 

The twenty-second session (1906) of the 
Congress was a remarkable departure from the past. 
The Presidential speech of Dadabhai Naoroji was 
not of a conventional type. His address was brief, 
pointed and spirited. Dadabhai quoted Sir Henry 
Campbell Bannerman, the British Prime Minister's 
words tlmt good government cou'ld never be a 
substitute for self-government. The Congress, so 
far, had good government as its ideal. Under Dada
bhai's Pt·esidentship it was changed to self-govern
ment. Swaraj became the new slogan.m 

The Congress resolutions exhibited the growing 

13:!. Ibid. 

Goklmlo's mJthods nnd views were appreciated by the Engli~h 
ruloril. But in In·ti,t h(l W•l'< eonsidorcd "l\[odet·1tto" (as more and n1oro 
pJ•);llO r.wouL'e.l tho go.d So.'i, iit HlO:>). ~Iorio~·· r.ecollect.ious, II, 171. 

l:J3. 'l'.tc lwlinn Nnt.io11r1l Congress, conlttining ProsidentiulAddres
se~. Con~r.:J.>.3 Re.:;olutions, etc., compiled by P. A. ~ntesan (:\{adras, l!Hi), 
820. 

Tho now goal of t-ho Congrcs~~the self-Government-meant 
to n.ttain a st.ttll!! similar t<> other self-governing colonies of tho British 
empire, like Austr,tlia, Nuw Zealand, Can,u.ltt, Sout.h Africa • 

.Morley, Recollections, II, 1 S I. 

Daily I-litavacli, 2 July, Hl05. (Reports r., 652). 
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political consciousness of at least its followers. It 
d "I 't . was now increasingly aske , s 1 m any way 

strange that India should be anxiously desirous to 
obtain a share in the administration of the country 
and a proper place in the Councils of Europe"? 1 ~'1 

The vVestern ideas of political liberty, it may 
be conceded, were of assistance in the initial stages 
of the formation of the Congress,13:; but the Congress 
resolutions of 1905 and 1906 were the expressions of a 
legitimate demand of the people which (the example 
of) .Japan had helped in bringing forward in clearer 
terms. In a leaclin(J' article the Ke.sari wrote, " ... A 
kno,:Ieclge of (Japa1~ese) history has kindled in their 
rlndians) minds a stron(J' desire for 'Swarajya'. " 130 

The Bengalee, another ~)rominent newspaper, had 
;,onveyed the prevailing idea by sa.ying that 
£ I' · Japanese success have ... evoked pan-Asiatic 
ee Ing which India shares to the fullest extent. 

In the Rome affairs there is a new-born spirit which 

1340 

13.}, 
Tltf! 1/Ulirtn Review, April lfJ07, 2!)1. 

Hnmsay ::\IacDouald, I06o 

Gokhu.lc • 'E o • I l' " S' 1 I""'' • • nst. nnd \\est 111 Ill m , • peer ICR, ---0 
S. Ko ::\Iitra, IIUZinn rrof1Zem.~ (London, 1908), 3840 

.-\° C :\I l 1° l t . 1 -4 -
, 

0 
• HZUmdar, Indian 1Yationa ~vo u wu, ;J ·uo 

Oharn 1\I'ro . 1 - --I Gl 2)o trttr (:\Iymcn Slllgh), 13 Juno, !lO.Jo (Report:-. , 

Swaraj 1 . . 0 • -

l L> ' April, 1900. See 111 Hnmsny MacDonald, la4o 3Go .neB . 
ar~ }o) 1\I T'l k lA Biography) (B' ~ o.y, l!JOS. See Rnm Gopal, Lol.:amanya t a · 

omhay, l9SG), 285o 
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is striving to bring the reactionary Government of 
the country within the sphere of popular control. 
These are clear indications of the great Eastern 
revival" .. m 

Discussing "the probable consequence of the 
rise of Japan on India", another journal remarked, 
"It (the rise of ,Japan) will encourage the Indians 
to demand more and more political privileges, 
though they may not entertain any idea of casting 
off the British yoke to which they are implicitly 
loyal .... "I3s 

.Japan, therefore, not only helped in creating 
greater appreciation of the practical value of 
"liberty" but also provided a practical example to 
argue the case for. The example of Japan focussed 
the attention of the lleople to a new political goal
Swaraj. The new slogan for Swaraj helped the 
Congress to raJly the masses under its banner although 
among other factors, Curzon, indeed, was one.139 In 

137. Ben(Jalee, 12 Juno, I !)Q.;. (Report·s I, 223). 

138. Divakaran (Culicut), 18 September, 1 OO:i. (Rcp011s II, 300). 

13!). Curzon's rule mny be Cl\lled ns "o.blessingindisguiseinnsnmch 
ns it united tho Indinns on1t l'Ommon bnsis." Tlt.elmlicm eet·icw, Xovem
bcr 1!)0:), i47. 

Curzon st.imul11led national feeling. 

llo1urah llitai.~lri, 22 April, l!)O.i. (Reports I, 43::!). 

: "~\n in.dircct·co.uso ofno.tional nwokening". 

Jaaollar (Jcssorc), 12 )lo.y, 1!)05. (Reports I, fi05). 

(Oontd~ on 11cxl page) 
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other words, if the policies and attitude of the 
English had caused a sense of unity in the Indian 
politics, Japan had taught the fruit that accrued 
from such strength. She had successfully proved 
that the nation miaht use its total strength for 
11 t• 0 h." a IOnal cause. "Boycott' nnd "Swndes 1 were 
to prove them later.· 

~dj. · rom, 
Previotu pa"c) 
"'\ " 

Joyti (Chitt. ' Wnkener of nntionnl life in India". 
agon ) <>-
T g • _,, l\Iay, 1!)0;). (Reports I, 544). 

t" he parn. na 10nal progress". 1 ·lon of Bengul-"a lamhnarkin the history of India'! 

Gokhale, Speeclt~a • 817. 



VII 
Japan's lnte1·est tn 

tlte lnd·ia.n llfovement 

Japan had been showing keen interest in the 
Indian movement. \\7hile a fC'w doubted India's 
capacity to ''self-rule", others expressed full confi
dence in her demand. Count Okuma, t.he Japanese 
statesman, advised the Indians "to endeavour to 
invigorate the national spirit"; but had added : 

"A nation is entitled to talk of indepcmlence only after 
it has entirely abolished its own evil customs, ennobled 
its own chnra.ct<'r and attained the sn.m.c qualifications 
as any other pow<'rful rising nn.tion. Ncit.her the 
evolution theory nor a.ny modct·n advnnced thought 
admits that the evils consequent on the Hindu ('aste 
system. and religious superstition should have n. place 
in. any civilized nation" .uo 

Okuma's comments on the Indian society and 

14:0. See Towards llome Rule, ell., Hnmananda Chutterjcc (Cal
cutta, 1917), l't. I, 147. 
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religious beliefs were received with a retort. 
"Is Japan's commercial morality above reproach"? 
It was asked, "Do the institution of the Geisha and 
other similar customs indicate a high level of social, 
domestic and individual morality"? However, ad
vice and interest of the ,Japanese elder-statesman 
was welcomed inasmuch as it was a, reminder of 
India's shortcomings.1~ 1 

• _ In a lengthy leading article under the caption 
·,The _Nationalist Party in India", the Japanese 
~hromcle, an English Da.ily of Tokyo, upheld the 
?o_ngress demand. It wrote, "The people in India, 
~t Is declared, are not fit for self-government. But 
~~t must be remembered", the article explained, 

hat this is said by the holders of power, who, 
naturally d t l "t " Tl. r.z . ' o no want to surrenc er 1 •. • • • 1e 
1_; ~roJucl 11 
h .11 e ac c eel, "A nation cannot be treated as a 

e I ( or a . I 
of I"b ~ mmor ... A nation cannot ~a.rn the use 
tl 1 • erty except by using liberty". "It is curious" 
a~e. Journal asked, "that the argument now used 

oaitnhst granting self-rrovernment to the Indians 
· · · at tl o 
would b ley could never unite, and that anarchy 
colo . e the result, was applied to the American 

mes just b .!' • f A · indel) · e1ore the establishment o · meriCan 
endence" . . . If tl . of Ind· · Answerma 1tse 1e questwn 

Ian Unity d "t" o_ th as f J the article c an c1 mg e c · e o apan, 
~uded, "A nation· 'viii in· almost 

141. Ibid., 148. 
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any circumstances of internal heterogeneity, act 
as a united whole when it understands that it is 
necessary for its existence to do so". :l\Ioreover, 
"with European Powers always ready to aggress 
on weaker brethren, with an ambitious, expansive 
Japan for ·close neighbour, and with China growing 
stronger every day, India could not afford to be 
other than united" .142 

In reply to certain statements, not written by 
the Japanese but appearing in their press, in support 
of the British rule in India, an Indian student in 
Tokyo published an article. The article rebutted 
the statements by concluding " ... "\Ve strongly 
believe that India, whatever she might have been 
in the past, is sufficiently prepared now to govern 
herself as a whole. . "H3 

The views on India's capacity to self-rule 
manifested Japan's genuine interest in the Indian 
struggle. She always gave prominent space in the 
press to the matters Indian.114 The Indian residents 
there were so much impressed that a few even 
expected Japan's actual assistance in the struggle. 
" .. At present", wrote one Raoji I Amin in an 

142. 'l'hc Japanc.~c Chl'onicle {Tok~·o), 17 DecembCl', 1908. Ibicl., 
Pt. II, 97 ·S. 

143. See Lnncc!ot Lawton, Empires of the Fco· East {London, 
1012), II, 807. 

144. 'l'his is supported by Lnncclot Ll\wton who hnd made on-the· 
spot study. Ibid. 
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English Daily from Tokyo, "India awaits the help 
of an oriental nation (Japan) which has already 
been a success in civiliza.tion, and by its vh·tue has 
taught a good lesson to the countries of the \Vest". 
Many such instances were to be found in the 
Japanese newspapers.H1; 

Japan had also warmly responded to the Indian 
feelings. The government there allowed the cele
brations of Sivaji festival. The celebrations, it 
wa_s ~eported, "partook of the nature of the pa.n
Asiatic demonstration".110 But the Indians were 
much more encouraaed by the declaration of the 
Speaker in the .Jap:nese House of Peers that "it 
was the sacred duty of Japan, as the leading Asiatic 
~,~ate, to_ stretch a helping hand", among others, 
th 0 l~dia, who is capable of civilization and free 
t" em from their Europea;n yoke".w This declara
~on from a Japanese dignitary, inspite of the avowed 
~nglo-Japanese friendship148 was particularly wel-

come to I d. B . f th. n Ia. esides, the expressiOn o · sympa-
le~es by .Jn~an towards the late earthquake (in Bihar) 
1 an lnclmn journal to write "\Vhat a thrill of p cas ' 

a ld lure_ and hopes does this friendship between Japan 
I nella se d th J ______ n_.:--=: rough our hearts"? The apanese 

I !5. Ibid., SO.i. 

146. Bengal I-
147 . ee, ;) June, l!lOii. (Heports I, 22!J). 

I · Quoted in East (Calcutta), 16 July, 1!)05. 
48. The neg t' t' 

_ 0 Ia Ions for the revised .Anglo·Japancse Alliance (I DO;)) were then ahnost 1 comp cto. 
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attitude (the expression of sympathies) had added so 
much to the rising spirit that, it was observed, "the 
pulse of a new life wa.s beating fast in the nation" .149 

Valentine Chirol, the contemporary English 
writer and The Time.s correspondent, believed, on 
the other hand, that the Japanese Government did 
not show other than general interest in the Indian 
movement although conceded that the Indian 
students were well received in J~tpan. But, he 
added, they were "innowise speci~tlly petted or 
pampered"; and when "they (the students in Japan) 
begin to air their political opinions and to disclaim 
against British rule they are very speedily put in 
their place''. In order to support his contention 
Chirol narrates in his book his conversation with 
"a pleasant and intelligent young Indian student" 
who had spent "two-three years at Tokyo". He 
wrote that the student had received "a great deal of 
kindness from his (student's) Japanese professors". 
"But the general attitude of the Japanese wa.s by 
no means friendly, and there was no trace of sym
pathy with the political agitation in India". 1:;o 

It is not understood what Chirol meant by 
"the general attitude" (of the Japa·nese) and "no 
trace of sympathy" when he admitted that the 
Indian student received "a great deal of kindness 

149. Sanjivawi (Calcutll\}, 2i Nl>vomucr, 1905 (Reports I, 4.JD). 

150. Valentino Chirol, Indian Unrest (London, 1910), 148. 
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from his Japanese professors". In this connection 
we have also the evidence of Lancelot Lawton, 
another contemporary writer. He writes that 
"prominent space was given to the Indian matters 
in the .Japanese newspapers". 151 There are on the 
other hand on record, the statements of prominent 
Japanese statesmen. On the subject of "The 
Relations between Japan and India" Baron Eiichi 
Shibusawa wrote, " ... I cannot help expressing 
the strong opinion of the urgent necessity of en
deavouring to create close rclationsh i p between Japan 
and India, and so simultaneously to promote the 
development of trade between the two countries .... "m 

On the same subject Baron Sakatani, an ex-Minister 
of the Financial Department and later the Lord 
Mayor of Tokyo, and 1\iasayoshi Kato, Vice-Presi
dent of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, paid glorious 
tribute to India and her civilization.153 These 
statements read with the reported remarks of the 
Speaker in the Japanese House of Peers15'1 are a 
sufficient proof of the immense interest Japan 
had evinced in India. 

True, there may not have beenany"material" 
Japanese support to the Indian cause. But the 

151. Ibid. Sec also footnotC's 144 nnd 14.i. 

152. Japan ancl Inclia, comp. 2nd ed., Shun Snitoh (Kyobashi, 
Tokyo, 1012), i. 

153. Ibid., ii-vii. 

154. See n. 147. 
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fact that the Indian rev-olutiona.ries, expelled from 
India on account of "seditious" activities, often 
found refuge in Japan proves the sympathetic 
attitude of the Japanese. The revolutionaries, 
it is told, were not asked to leave Japan until 
pressed by the British cnvoy.m As far as the 
"material" support was concerned, no responsible 
Indian leader could expect in view of the A.nglo
J a pancse Alliance. 

155. Tho information hnd been given to the author by Dr. Bhngwnn 
Singh Gynnec, nn Indian revolutionm·y, when he returned to India five 
years buck to settle in the Punjab. From Jnpnn Dr. Gyunco wont to 
the United States and boco.mo a ~nturalized cit.izen. 



VIII 
I nd·ian Response to 

Japan's Encou1'agement 

The success of ,Japan (in 1905) had influenced 
the national struggle in India in another aspect, 
too. This was in regard to the methods to be 
adopted for the attainment of the goal-"Self-rule". 
Perhaps, it was here that Japan was to be a better 
model to India. 

The Congress so far (till 1905) had been under 
the leadership of the "l\Iodcrates", who favoured 
peaceful and constitutional means for the realization 
of the cnds.1';6 A section in the (Congress) or
ganization soon started doubting the utility of the 
indefinite adoption of such measures. Tilak who 
was to assume the leadership of this section, cited 
the exa.mple of Ireland and Japan to the Indians to 

156. Gokhalc was the leader of tho "l\Ioderatcs". (See footno~c 1). 
Also, The Indian Review, January l90G, 2. 
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follow. He said that "protests are of no avail. 
Days of protests and prayers have gone". He 
warned the people not to rely upon "the sympathy 
of l\ir. Morley", when he was "unable to overthrow 
the burea.ucracy"157• If at all a change comes, "it 
will be enlightened despotism in place of pure des
potism". "And this", he added, "would not do" .158 

The undoing of the partition of Bengal and the 
Indians' agihttion in order ultimately to become the 
master of their destinies had become the national 
issues. m The solution of these issues required the 
mobilization of the national strength. Here Japan 
was to serve as an ideal because she had shown the 
way to solve the national problems. Even Chirol 
admitted, "The emergence of Japan has created so 
powerful an impression in India that one is not sur
prised to find the Indian revolutionaries .. .looking 
in that quarter (.Japan) for guidance and even, 
}Jerhaps, for assistance" .lGo 

"It is extremely desirable", wrote an Indian 
journal, "that India should make Japan her ideal 

157. \Vith the coming of tho Liberals into 1lower (in lute 1!)(15) 

in England, some Indians hoped n cllonge in ut lcnst the tone of the ad
ministration nfter the "strenuous reign" of Curzon. 

The Indian Review, l\lnreh 190u, 162-3. 

158. Tiluk in u public speech at Calcutta on 7 June, 1906. Tilnk 
lVritinas and Speeches (:\Indrns, 1909), 112-i. 

l.:m. G•Jkho.le, Speeches, 806-46. 

160. Chirol, Indian Unrest, 147. 
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and try to imitate her .... " Reminding the 
Indians of their strength the journal asked, "'Vhy 
will not the Indians do what the inhabitants of a 
small island like Japan have clone"?161 Tilak had 
already asserted that "Three P's-pray, pleasure 
and protest-will not do unless backed by solid 
forc_e". Recommending revolutionary methods to 
ach1eve the ends, he made a pointed reference to 
Japan. He said, "Look to the example and follow 
her methods". 

~ilakfurthermaclean appeal to the Indian senti
ments In order to bring home the Japanese example. 
He emphasised that "self-sacrifice, ardent devotion, 
and disinterested action", incidentally the three main 
secrets f h 0 t e Japanese success, were necessary for 
the atta· 1 1 lllment of aspirations. He askec t 1e people 
to _appreciate the spirit of Sivaji a.ncl follow the 
nati_onal hero.IG2 Another social worker of note 
advised th I . . h t" d e nchans: "ServiCe for t e na IOn was a 

uty-:-a duty u.s taug:ht in Gita". "Better for a. 
man ISh" ·-
d t · IS own duty, however badly clone, than the 

u y of a th '' ua Tl P . no er, though that be easy · 1e 
I ess, too h h t d ' ad exclaimed that t a was a ay -----lGl. P1· t .. 

lG'> " a IJna (Calcutta), 14 June, I90ti (lh'ports I, GI2). 
-· nun 1 

Popular fe· t . ua celebration of Sivaji fcstivnl bcrume n regular mul 
'' ure P1ll"lic l 1 · ·I t 7'1 " Z 24 Jmw I !lOG u ar yIn Bcwral nncl l\[nhnras l ra. IC ••fa laralla, 

' . See Tilal- c• "' 
1G3 s· ~. <>pceches, 48-31. 

· ' lstor Ni d" "1 1 l"OG IG-ve lla in The Indian Rericu·, 1> are l " ' u. 
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(time) of sacrifice. It appealed that everybody 
should contribute his bit for the cause of national 
regen era tion.161 

Lord Curzon had already aliena ted the Indian 
people. He had paid no heed to the advice from 
within and without. A journal called upon him "to 
follow the example of Japan for the formation of 
Representative system of Government in India". 
"In Japan", it had added, "where the Emperor is 
much esteemed by the people, a representative 
government was established as it was thought that 
such a form of government alone would contribute 
to the strength and greatness of the country".165 

Another newspaper had quoted Mr. J. l\I. Robertson 
who gave a lecture at the New Reform Club (London) 
sa.ying, "A policy of repression toward the people of 
India cam10t fail to increase disaffection and dis
content". \Varning, he had said, "It were idle to dis
guise the fact that the people of India look upon 
Japan in a light way".166 One l\Ir . .Al·nold \Vhite 
had been quoted as saying, ''The policy of ignorh1g 

lti4. 7'he Inclian Review, October l!l05, 713. 

Hamsay )lacDonnlu regarded the publication during that period 
of Rannuo's llislol'y of the Jlahl'atlas (setting :'llnhruttus' example to 
devotion to national cause); Dutt's 'Ancient India' (signifying tho glorious 
pust and tho similar goal to achieve); Shaikh l\lohommad Iqbal's 'Hindu
stun Hamam' (a patriotic song denoting India, a nation und ono ideo!) us 
the contribution of tho intollcctuuls in arousing tho national spirit. 

165. Su:adcsmitmn, 22 J?ebruury, 1!!05 (Reports II, 74). 

166. Indian .11in·or, 13 April, l!lOJ. (Reports I, 143). 
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Indian public opinion is foolish and dangerous, and 
England must recognise the change in the relations 
between Asia and Europe a.fter the battle of Mukden 
(a decisive battle in the Russo-Japanese 'Yar)".167 

Lord Curzon's enthusiasm in the revision of the 
Anglo-Japanese alliance had, too, been looked upon 
as "distrusting the Indians" .168 His refusal to see 
the ,Japanese Consul in India who had gone a long 
way to Simla (the Summer Capital) to express svm
pathies on behalf of his Government over India's 
sufferings in the late earthquake had the "desired" 
effect on the Indians. The action of Curzon, it was 
observed, 'vas, perhaps, due to apprehension of the 
British Government lest Japan come closer to India 
and the national movementmightgetaccentuatecl,lo9 
The movement did, however, receive an impetus 
inspite of Curzon's action. In fact, Curzon brought 
about amity between the peoples of Japan and India 
while his own "deeds" alienated the Indians further 
away from the British Rule. 

19). 

1Gi. BrmyCI[ee, 15 April, 1!JO.i (Heports I, 143). 

168. Bongnlcc, 2!! 1\fay, Hl05 nnd 10 June, 1!105 (Report.s I, 218. 

Swadesamitran, II September, 1905 (Heports II, 346). 

l'"1·ittantc' Patril,:a 5 October, l!JO;i (Reports I, 372). 

16~. Swaclesamitran (i\Iodras), 5 .May l!)Ofi (Report.s II, 171). 

Hitavflcli (Calcutta), 12 1\lny, l!lOii (Reports I, 494). 



IX 
Pa,rtUion of Bengal a.ncl Ajte1· : 

Tlte Su:adeslti .lJ:lovement 

The final announcement (from Simla on 19 
.July 1905) of the 'Government Resolution on the 
Partition of Bcnga1' 1; 0 was the signal for an agita
tion such as Imlia had not witnessed before. A 
storm of indignation was raised everywhere over the 
abuse of the public opinion. The announcement 
"fell like a bombshell" upon the people who had, of 
la.te, become accustomed to the news of victory of 
"the East over the \Vest" both on land and at 
sea. 

The success of Japan was the spirit and the 
partition of Bengal was the occasion when on 7th 
August 1905, which may be regarded as a memorable 

170. For the text· of the Resolution src Prithwis Chondm Roy, 
ed., Tlte Case Against the Break·u]J of Be11gal (C'olrutta, SE>ptcn.ber IL05), 
Appendix B. 
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day in the Indian National History, was inaugurat
ed the 'Boycott-Swadeshi' movement. The former 
was to be "a aeneral boycott of foreian aoocls and 
B t:> t:>t:> • 

ritish goods in particular". The latter was Its 
obverse.171 

vVith the declaration of "Boycott" as ':legiti
~ate" and making a mass appeal for the success of 

Swadeshi" the Con(fress gave the movement a 
political character.172 t:> The "Boycott" was "the 
end of the policy of begging" or "the last resort" of 
the Indians. 173 In brief, the Swadeshi marked a 
bea· · 1 B :' 1~uung of the practical form of protest (to t 1e 

l'ltish Government) where the "Boycott" ,vas used 
as '' 1· a poI tical weapon". 

It is interestin(f to note that a few Chinese 
were . 0 ' tt' present In the meetina when vow of Boyco · 
and 'S o ~ tt 1" 

1 Wadeshi' was first taken at Calcu a. ----of 1' ,,. l?l. 'ro :\Iudun Mohan ~Ialviyu 'Swade>lhi' monnt tho protect ion 
ilulge1 • • • 

lOus llldustries. 

Annie llesant, flow india ll'rouyh/. for l•'rcrdom, 4ii4. 

pu.rt f To Tiluk, it meant self-help detenninution nnd suerifieo on the 
using of th~ nation in order to end /iJO snd spectnclo of tho middle cl.us~ 
w! .1 ore•gn goods 'I' L 1 I . 1 l{ ti it wnB the conserving of cup•tn u o D 1 · · o a a ,uJpn • , " ., 
P >\l ubhi Na .. . "cry for cconmnic relorrns · u.ttabh · oroJI regarded tt us n 
(B 111 Siturumuy ml 11 . 1 . o1 the l11d·ian Xatiomrl Collyrus, om bay 1 yu, ... te 1s o1 y 

' 94G), I, 84. 

m l 9f) 17;· For details see tho Congress Hesol utions pussed at Culrut tn 
G. 2'he I--'· II) I "3 4 w .. zan Nationnl Coii[JI'ess (Pnrt , - · . 

173· The Daily llitavadi, 24 July, l!J05 (Reports I, 724). 
174. p. 

nthwis Chandra Ruy, op. cit., V-XV. 
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"They would certainly have been surprised to learn 
that their countrymen had inspired the boycott 
resolution" ,m which was the first manifestation of 
the newly aroused sense of nationality after the 
success of Japan.1•a The Indians must have been 
encouraged by the Chinese action. 'Vrote a 
Bengalee journal, "Ameriean goods were boycotted 
by China so should India do in case of England" .177 
India's boycott of the English goods, as in the case of 
China, was called "a patriotic movement" .178 

The 'Boycott' \vas to do away ·with the foreign 
goods, in general, and the British goods in particular. 
The local needs were to be met by greater use of 
'Swacleshi' (home-made) goods. It was, in other 
words, to infuse more and more self-reliance, on 
which depended the success of the movement. Self
reliance ·was the one idea that the Indian leaders had 
understood from the Japanese success. 

"India's future salvation", said an Ex-member 
of the British House of Commons, "does not depend 
on the grace of its rulers. . .. If India ever attains 
politica.l independence, she will attain it by her own 

175. '.l.'hc l!.'nglishmall, S August, 1905. China hud boycotted 
American goods al. that. timo (:\luy·SC'pt. I !J05 ). 

17u. H. B. 2\Iorse uncl H.F. :\IncNuir, Fm· East International 
Relations (Doston & New York, 1931), 548. 

177. Sanji~;ani, 22 June, 1905 (Reports I, l335). 

178. Daily Jiitm:adi, 15 August, 1905 (Reports I, 807). 
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efforts, not as a gift from the ruling race" .m "One 
thing", explained Sister Nivedita, "that taught 
Japan to India w<:ts self-help". "The former", 
she added, "did not ask for any outside assistance 
(to defeat her superior rival)". "So should India" 
muster her own strength to achieve the object, was 
her advice to the Indians.180 It was the spirit of 
self-reliance that had enabled the Japanese make 
tremendous progress. For a nation to stand on its 
own legs, emphasised another writer, "self-confi
dence was the first requisite". "A little over fifty 
years since, Japan was not ·what she is today in the 
concert of world powers. One hundred years ago, 
no one believed that the United States would be 
what she is now". If India followed their example, 
her ~utu~e would be equally bdght. 1M1 Tilak had 
also Imbibed this spirit among the IndianS.182 

The "Boycott" (of British goods) was used as 
a political weapon for a definite purpose. It was 
first to demonstrate deep resentment at the treat
ment meted out to the Bengalees, and secondly 

170· J.!\I. Maclean ex l\I p letter to 'TJ.c Englisl.mnn' of :?4-
Jamuu·y l!)O" s ' · · " · ·· 

t I "· • co 'L'he Sa'ln 1·ad Prablwkar 25 January, W05 (Ho. 
por s , 88) · ' 

ISO. Tlte Indian Review, l\Inreh 1006, 163. 
181. Hamnnnn 1 " 

Rule" (Calcutta 191 _ <a Chf\ttorjce, Brochure on Tou·arda Home-
, 1 ), Part III 20'" ·" 

18 :) T'l , oJ V• 
:.. 1 nk Spe , ' ecnea, 401. 
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to attract attention of the people in England.183 

Never before had the Indians resorted to such 
pra,ctices. The Government circles believed that 
the fury of the anti-Partition agitation was parti
cularly prominent as a result of the impact of the 
.Japanese victory over Russia. 

Frequent meetings were held at different 
places to preach the doctrine of 'Boycott' .1st The 
contribution of the students was by no means small. 
Babu Ramakanta Ray, a Japanese-trained· mining 
engineer, with his student followers "patrolled the 
streets" to take to each home the message of the 
'Boycott' . 18 ~ In Bengal, it was stressed that 
"every individual "·ill make it a point not to purchase 
foreign articles" .19" 

183. Gokhnlc, Speeches, 81!1. 

184. Sanjivc111i (Calcutta) whic·h playrd o. leading role in the 
'Boycott.' roported n number of meetings in nnd uround the province. 
Sanjivc111i, 24 August, 1!l0.3 (Reports I, S:iO). 

185. Sm·endranat.h Banerjee, A D.'ation in the 1\Iakilly (London, 
1 !l!!.j ), 1 !lG-7. 

ISG. Pmpanclm Taral.:cu (l\Indrr.s) 2 September, HlO.; (Tie· 
ports II, 232). 

In Bcngnl tho people were nlso nsked to renounce go,·rrnment
offices, to seyer all connections with the Brit ish uml to obscn·e mourning 
for one day. Sanjiuani, 27 July, I !JOG (Hcporl s I, 700 ). 

Unuor tho Prcsidcntship of Tilnk tw<? thousnnd stmlE'nts pledged 
to boycott Europcnn goods. Bharat Mitra (Calcutta), 2G August, l!J05 
(Reports I, 852). 

Soon tho example wns followed by othet• provinces. The English 
man, 3 Septombor, 1905. 

Seo Lnjpnt Rn.i, Young India, 16!1. 
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The 'Boycott' had gravely affected the British 
interests. Those having imports-trade connection 
with England got alarmed.187 This led the Anglo
Indian paper advise the Government that '·Boycott 
must not be acquiesced in, as it will surely ruin 
British connection with India more thrt.n an armed 
revolution." It also recommended stern measures 
against the boycotters for " ... in boycott the enemies 
of the (British) Raj (rule) have found a most effec
tive weapon for injuring British interests in the 
country. "!88 

The official circles in England had been taken 
aback. The Secretary of State for India had ordered 
a fortnightly report on the situation from the Go
vernment in India to keep himself and the Govern
ment regularly informecl.180 

In India, the Government evolved every 
~ 

. . 187. Tho sumo newspaper which had started a cnmpui"n t lnmnni . . . o o 
"I . so the Importance of tho movement, described the situation thu~· 

t IS l ~. 
a Holutely true that Calcutta wnrclwuses arc full of fabrics that cannot 1 • . 

f" . Je sold .... :.\!any prominent ~Iarwar1 (merchants In Upper India) llms hn I 
I. vc Jeou absolutely ruined and a number of tho biggest EurO))ean IUpol't J . . ' 
to 10Uses have had either to close down then· picccgoods brunch or 

Put up · k 
lar With a. very 81111111 bu~iness. As for ~toe ·s ... they tend to grow 

gct .... 'Tl . · I· .. ·'II' J1ide lese facts are now so well-known t I.tL It IS ll o to attempt to 
them , 1, .. l 

"• U/( • 

Iss. Ibid. 

pictut 2'he Statesman on 15 September, lUO.::i, gave, in:dablc, uuulurmin<> 
of Bee Qf uownwarll trcnil of s1tle of llriLish cloth stored in different })art~ ngal. 

189. 11 -
ome Dcptt. Frogs . .No. ll4/lli.l, October, 1905. 
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possibility to undermine the boycott. It even 
associated with the private English firms and in
duced them to do business at half the cost price.tvo 
But the overall result continued to be serious as late 
as 1907. The reports confirmed the "well-marked 
influence of the boycott" .191 The trade in English 
goods remained stagnant.192 Even till the begin
ning of the year 1908 " ... stocks (were in) a worse 
state of congestion" in view "more or less of the 
determined efforts (of the Indians) to enforce the 
boycott .... " 103 

The British officials were surprised that the 
Boycott did not apply to the Japanese goods. 
Large quantities of Japanese cotton hosiery were 
being openly sold. · The agitators knowingly en
couraged their sale as such. The Government feared 
lest "this may further adversely affect the sale of / 
recognized British goods" .1u1 

The movement soon spread to other fields-the 
schools, the courts, and the bureaucratic adminis
tration. The idea ·was to open new Swadeshi or 

l!JO. No. 64-T.P., datC'd ~::!ml August, HJOi. Ilome Drptt. Frogs. 
No. GGl/1'3eptf'mbC'r, l!JO";. 

lUI. No. 2-!;J:J-P, dated G.G.':.; Cnmp, Simla, the ~9th June, Hl07. 
Home Dept/. Progs. No. lSi/July 1!107. 

l!l2. Ko. 3237-P, datf'cl Cr~kuttn, the l!lth August, l!l07. Home 
Dept/. Progs. No. lL)/August 1!)07. 

103. Home Drpll. Progs. No. 4!lf,Jununry l!lOS. 

l!l4. No. 2770-P.D. dn.ted ~3rcl OetobC'r, l!lOi. Home Dept!. 
Progs. No. lG/XoYcmbC'r l!l07. 
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indigenous institutions "to train the youths of tho 
nation .. .in institutions conducted on 'national' 
lines and subject to 'national' control and calculated 
to help the realisation of the 'national' destiny" .1u;; 

Aurobindo called Boycott "a blessing" inasmuch as 
it "paved the way for the emancipation of education 
from bureaucratic control.1u6 

The Boycott crave stimulus to the "Swadeshi" • b 

Indigenous industry. A report of the Government 
said, " ... as a result of the boycott, Bombay 
dhoties are now established in the market to an 
extent formerly unknown" .107 

The people spared no effort to popularise and 
make the Swadeshi movement a success. Fired by 
f.atriotic fervour, many songs and poems were pub-
Ished in newspapers or sung by groups in the 

streets.193 Supporting the Congress resolution on 
the Swadeshi at the Calcutta (1905) session, Tilak 
h~d said that the masses comprising mostly of 
VIllage folks did not have many requirements, ---]!),j n· . 
(Lond ' 1PIU Chandr,t Pal, The Spirit cf Indian Kationali.sm 

on, l!JJ 0), 43. 

li:shed 1?6· Sri Aurobinclo, "The Possibilities of the Boycott" pub
!\Iuker·Jn tho Daily Bande Malamm 10 October, 1!)07. For Text sec - Jecs' "I . - , 

1 nella's Fight for Frl)cdom", .App. II, 247. 
!l7. No 386"' . 

Deptt. 0 t · ' ·1 -P dated 6 September, 1907, Proceedzngs of the Jlome 
c obor l!J07 

I . 
98. Jyot' (C 

1 hittagong), 24 August, I !JOj (Reports I, 850 ). 
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"probably none at all for any of the foreign goods" .199 

Therefore they were asked to "show preference 
above all others to native and next, to Japanese 
1nanufactures. " 200 

:Many new fa,ctories/mills, with the aid of 
.Japanese machines, were started and a few existing 
ones strengthened. The names of the l\iaharaja 
of Kolhapur and a few ~Ia,rwaris were given pro
minence. The former had started a weaving and 
spinning mill. At Sholapur, too, it was reported, 
a new mill had been started and an existing one 
<::onsiderably augmented. In the town of Hathras 
(modern Uttar Pradesh) the lVIarwa.ris had decided 
to sta,rt a Swadeshi spinning and weaving concern.201 

This is supported by the report received by the 
then Government in India. It stated " ... consider
able additions have been made to weaving plants both 
in Calcutta and Bombay within the last year in 
response to the Swadeshi movement, and it is natural 
that the Indian mills should be deeply interested in 
keeping the agitation n.live". It was also reported 
that the Indian mills were carrying out proving tests 

1!)!). Tilak called the middle classes the greut<'sl offenders since 
mostly they were tho consumers of foreign goods. Tilr.k, Speeches, 3i4. 

200. This wns the theme of two articles published in The Ii:esw·i 
in September I !>05, o. p:tpcr published by Tilak fr·om Poonu. Ram Gopal, 
L'Jkamanya 1.'ilak (Bombay, I !)50), 233. 

201. Amrita Ba::u1· Patrika, 1 January, 1!>00 (Reports I, 14) ; 
Hindoo Patriot, 6 Jo.nuo.ry, 1!)06 (Hcports, II, 7). 
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of the spindles manufactured in Japan.:02 Japan sup
plied experts to keep the Swadeshi industries alive.203 

A large number of young Indians was sent to 
Japan for technical and other training.201 In fact. 
the beginning of the year 1906 marked a record 
number of Indian students undergoing training at 
one time in different universities in Japan. This 
"indicates", remarked the Japan Weekly Mail, "the 
great trust India reposes in ,Japan .... " "Let us 
hope", the paper continued, "that the Indian 
youngmen now in Japan ... on their return home 
may not only render invaluable service to the Indian 
arts and industries (they were studying here) but 
also add their mite in the true political, social and 
moral advancement of their peoples.20;; 

In India the Swadeshi leaders had appealed to 
the people to contribute liberally in the "Paisa 
Fund", started under the patronage of TilalL The 
Fund was to help the Indians to get advance train
ing in industrial and agricultural education In 

Europe, America and Japan. toa 

202. No. 2231i·P.D. dated D.1rjeeling tho 20th Soptombor, l!lOi. 
llol~e Deptt. Proys. Xo. 59/0ctober 1[)07. Also 'l'!te Bcnyalcc, 12 Junuurv 
l!JO.) (Reports I, !G). · 

203. The 8wadesamitran, 10 June, l!lOJ (Reports II, 212). 'l'he 
Ja]Ftn" Weekly lllait, 28 April, I DOG, 440 ami 441. 

-O!. llome Deptt. Proy8 • No. 13/0otober !!JOG. 
205. T' J 

tte apan Weekly J.l:lail IJG l\Iuv llJOG. 
') OG ' - • • ' 
- · Rum Gopnl (see footnote 200). 
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The Swadeshi mo\~ement was mainly economic, 
blended with politics, but it was a necessity. It 
was justified on moral and legal grounds because 
the 1wo ple were '~tr.ving to do for th('mseh~es what the 
Govcrnnwnt ought to have done years and years 
a(ro." 207 AO"ain, throwing a c·hallpncre to the Go-o c ~ ~ 

vernment, Tilak snid, "If the Government dissociates 
itself from the comme1·eia.I aspiration of the British 
nation. then it will be time for Swadeshi workers 
to con~id('r the question of dissociating their move
nlent from politics."~oM l\foreover, "If the Govern
ment were interested in the material advance of 
this conntr,r why 'vtts it endeavourincr to put dmvn 

·' • 0 

the S"·adeshi movement.2on The "Swadeshi" was 
the only hope for "the regeneration of the indigenous 
incl us try.' '210 

Another writer had bla:mecl the English for the 
''Boycott-Swadeshi" movement. He wrote, "The 
introduction of l\J~tnchester goods has been accom-..... 

20i. 'l'ilnk hml nskcd in n public speech on 23 December, HlOG, 
"If t.hc C:o\'CI'mncnt· wns sine0l'O in its profession 1 hnt its rule wns in the 
interest of tho Imlians, it. sl10ul•l luwo protcc>tPd tho Indian industry 
instead of opposing t.he Sw.t,loshi movement''. Tilnk. Specchrs, fi3. 

20~. Ibid .. ;; L Sec also No. 2ii0·P.D. <lntecl ~3rd 0<'tobPr, l!)Oi. 
Jlomr Dcptt. Proy.<. No. G!ifSoptember, l!>Oi. 

20!1. 'l'!tc Swaclc.~h i (:\fndrns), 15 Nowmbcr, HlO:i (Ht>ports 11, 
4:!0). 

::!I 0. Sri Srivisl11111 Priya·o-A1wnda. Ba::m· Patri/.:a (C'nlcuttn), 4 
January I! lOG ( Bc>porto I, 28). 
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panied by the collapse of indigenous industries" .~ 11 
The Government confidential reports confirmed 
that (the Swadeshi movement) "was a genuine and 
for the improvement of Indian industry" ,m and 
" ... a movement for the preference of indigenous 
manufactures is historically inevitable in tho 
development of a country .. ."'u3 

The "Boycott-Swaclcshi" movement had . 
touched so deeply the patriotic feeling of the Indians 
that even "the Pandn.s of Harclwar (the holymcn of 
the s::tcrecl place of the Hindus situated on the bank 
?f the Ganges b U.P.) resolved not to a.ccept offer
:ngs of sweets, etc., made of imported sugar.:!(~ 
fhe Government recortnizccl thn.t ': ... with Swa
deshi is J d o f t· 1 ·t · tl " !I;; · Joun up the growth o na wna s reng 1 .. 

It was also feared that the police in Calcutta m1ght 
also get ". f' "S .l h" . "·•!a · ll1 ectcd" with the ~ wac cs 1 vwws. ~ 

tl The movement, besides giviug an incentive for 
10 production of utility rroods, opened an avenue of . 1 o . 

emp oymcnt to the local populatiOn and as a 
~means of socialn~form. Much of 

211. 
l!JO.), nsa. 'l'he lwlian Review, "Hwmlcshi'"'m in Ex<'clsi::J", October, 

212. II 0 . onw Deptt. Proys. No. IS/October l!J 7. 

213. !hid., Prog. No. 38/Decernher l!JOS. 
214. 11" 

Ouloo Patriot, n. 201. 
215. I 
210 lome Drptt. (Pol.) Progs. No. IS/October Hl07. 

Proa8. }.To .77 }.to. ::!•i2!J-P.D., Dntcu the 3rd October, 1007. IIome D~ptt. 
. /October l !J07. 
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the poverty-stricken populace was addicted to 
opium. They, very often, resorted to stealing in 
order to satisfy their craving for opium. The result 
was that they spent most part of the year, nay life, 
in jail. The following example will show how. the 
movement reformed the society of this ill. A Bengali 
l\fohmnmeda.n, while the (Swadeshi) movement was 
making hca.dway, addressed the crowd thus :~ 1 ' 

"Brothc.s, a while ago, we couhl not earn four annas a. 
<.hty. You know that a nutn ha.tl to steal for his 
opium ttml how ll\'lllY of u:> l:lpent eight month~ of 
every year in pr·ison ! But now, everything is 
chang.!d ! Ten nnn1ts a thty, with comfort and decency. 
No more ste;tling, no more prison." 

The movement may thus be said to have infused 
the idea of self-reliance and dignity of labour which 
converted the offenders ultimately to be respected 
citizens. Exactly it were these secrets of the 
Japanese which had brought them tremendous 
progress in every field of peace and war and had, 
in turn, won them appreciation all the world over. 
Now these ideas, through the help of Swadeshi 
leaders, had reached even the neglected members 
of the (Indian) society.218 

2li. Sec 1'/telndian Review, :\lurch l90G, 1G5. 

218. Tho Sw,tdeshi movement, howovet·, could not mnintuin tho 
strides for Ion~. It faced criticism from within and obstacles from 
with-nt. SJ:n1 t::~Id tint wealth could not be secured by making the 
people consum":l articles of Indian origin alone. Others opined that it 
.should b:> experimented in o. snull w.ty nt first. (Oontd. on next pafle) 
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Nevertheless the procrramme for national cdu-
' 0 

cation, which followed, was a logical out-growth of 
the Boycott and Swacleshi movc>ments. l\irs. Bcsant 
and the Theosophists founded the Hindu University 
at Bena.res "to reteach the classical values nlHl to 
prepare the youncrer creneration for fruitful partie-i-t' 0 0 
pa Ion in the affairs of national life".m The 
Swadeshi, the Boycott and the national education 
were, as Aurobinclo wrote, "part of a single co-ordi
nated attempt to obtain au oruanized independence". 
They were merely the comJ)Qn~nt parts of Swaraj.2:o 

(Cantil, from previa 
us page) 

See The I l' 
::\[ 111 t(tn Revieu·, Jnnunry !!lOG, 8. 
• •weaver, it . . . 

production T , Was ndv1:;ed that In!lin should follow, 111 matters of 
I . . npan s metl 1 . . n 
ntter "ount .. · · 10( of select ion not imttnt JOn. CC'nu~o tho . Ct<tPts one 'I , . . 

lhtd., G. evt hy running thC' risk of fnllmg mto another. 

?l[arwari · t . 
:\Ltttc-ltc;;ter go 1"' 00 • diu not act wi~elv Tlwy renewed their orders for 

0 ( s. Bcluo· ,. , . · · · ·t · I I 
Tho G . ·' 1 llW, .Jnnunn· I !lOG (Repot s , 4). 

• O\ Crtunent I . • 
llU1Upulatcd the .. 1 • )eSidf',-; lnvin" its hf'n\'Y Jwnds on the 1110\'cmcnt, 

I . "'1 e of E ·I· .. .... l't · 1 · 1Hl nd Iii mnde. ~ ng 1sh cloth nwl other eommo! l tcs Jy stnmplllg 
Pro'!-"· Xt> IRGjJ·Jo. l-!!l.;.p·D., DnrJ'cclin" I'' June', I!JOi. llomc Deplf. 

' • 11 v I !J07 ,.., -
tlw :?1st July, i!lo7. j1 nnd No. 33/T.P .. dntC'!I Bengnl Go\'t. Cnmp, 

., I 'l TJ Oinc Dcpfl. Pmg8. Ko. 112/Augu:-;t I !lOi. 
- • · -. lf'Odore L Sl · 
::?20. ll · · Iny, Th~ Legacy of the Lokmnauya (l!l;iG), !l7. >11!., Banr!e ~-

- ••lalrtJ·am 30 J 1"0-, · nnC' ._. . 1. 



X 
Emergence of 

Re~·olu,tionary Spirit 

..:-\ still better <tpprecin.tion of the working of 
the .Japanese spirit in India, which also heralded a 
new era in Indian polities, was noticeable in another 
aspect of the Boycott-Swa.deshi "1\Iovement. This 
w<ts the birth of a, school of violent revolutionary 
activities.22 t Its swi1y was so great that even the 
'moderates' "were compelled to quicken their pace". 
It quickly enveloped the politic<tl, social and religious 
fields. "The bomb first made its appeara.uce in 
Indian politics" .222 

An important significc.tnce of the new spit·it 
was that if not putting into the background, it 

2:H. It wa;; dominant. in tho intervening period between tl.o 
twenty fir:;t l;\!iision of tho t:ougres.;; (December 1\JO;J) and tho Twenly· 
secoml (December, 1 \JOli). 

222. J. ~chru, Glimpses of ll"orld History, 441. 
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placed, at least temporarily, the agitation for undo
ing the partition in a subordinate position. Now 
the question \ms, as Chirol admitted, "not whether 
Bengal should be one nnpartitionccl province or two 
partitioned provinces under British rule·, but whether 
British rule itself was to endure in Bengal or for the 
ma.tter of that anywhere in India. " 22J It \vas at 
this time that rm article under the caption "The 
Decline and Fall.of the British Empire" nppcarecl in 
a Japanese paper. It asked England to learn from 
the event of 1905 (defeat of Hussia) and predicted 
the downfali of her Empire in India.22·' The people 
in India, too, had \varned the English rulers that 
with knowledge of the History of the rise of Japan, 
they (the people) would not hesitate> to commit deeds 
of violence in a fit of exasperation and clesp:tir if 
there was no gracluP>l fruition of their desire (for 
Swarajya-independence ). 22" 

V\TJmt struck the Indians was that the \Vestern 
nations "admit .Japan's equality with themselves 
only when they know that Japan also possesses the 
key to open the floodgate of hcllfire"·120 And that 

, . 223: Bengal then was the cnpitnl province of Briti"'h India. 
CIHrol, Indwn Unrest, 88. 

224. The ./a]lan Weekly lllail, 7 April, I !JOG, 35!). 

22 ·"i. See footnote 13G. 

226. Jnpan ufter her success against Russin in 100:3 lwei Leon 
accorded 11~ equal status in tho council of nnt.ions. Tho wcstel'n powcra 
recognized 1t n fact .. 
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tl'll the \Vestcrn na.tions felt no respect for .Japan 
she proved (in the R.usso-Japanese war) that the 
"blood-hounds of Sn,tan a.rc not only bred in the 
kernels of Europe but ea,n also Le d~mcsticatcd in 
.Jn,pan" .227 \Vithont rmy effort to m11nmise the 
a.chieYements of .Japan, it was remarked, "It is a 
stl.'<tnge way of calling .T<tpan <t civilized nation when 
she lms killed 70,00U Hussi;:tns while no such status 
is accorded to India". " (Is it) bccrtuse she (India) 
has not indulged in this method (of blood-shed)? 
Docs civilization signify an out-right slaup-hter of 
human heings"? 228 

These comments although meant no direct 
appeal to the lndia,ns to use Yiolence against the 
English in order to obtain results similar to Japan, 
yet there wNe others who diclnot hesitate to follow 
Japan. The ])(tily Jiita,vadi observed that "only a 
ten ye<l..rs ago the \Yestern Powers called Japan a 
nation of Semi-Civilized b:.-.,rbarians (and after the 
war) is now greeted by them as highly civilized and 
enlightened". It advised the Indians to take a 
lesson from .Ta.pan "in order to Le qualified as civi
lized and enlightem'cl" .229 

58!)). 

"The secret of the victories", it was remarked, 

227. Sir H1tbindmnath Tngort>, Xrtlionali8111 (London. ]!120), 83. 

228. 8hctm.•-ul-Akltbrtl' (Mnllrns). ;-; Jun£>, l!l05 (Rlports II, 208). 

22U. The Daily Hitavncli (CnlC'uttn), 12 June, 1905 (Hcports. I, 



"which .Jn]Jnn is (raiuinrr over Rus~;ia, lies in the fact . b b 

(th<tt) C' .Japanese knows how to Jay down his life 
for the service of his conn trv ... Ho long as we do 
not learn how to die, the patl1 of our pr~gress will 
not he dear''. 230 Pratijna, a Cah·utta newspaper 
advocated the use of sword to eradicate the e\·il of 
the British rulc. 23t .Manv 1wws1mpen; foJio"·P<l 
suit.

232 
''Bande l\Tataran;" started in l DOH, be

callle ''a feeder" of the movement. "Yugantar"', 
started in the same year, openly preac:hed murder233 

and although it was suppressed in l!J08, yet '·it had 
left an indelible mark on Indian History". Th 0 I~ewspa~er Which pre<tc:!wcl ancl justified revolu-tionary Icleas h l . . !"II 

< • ac roarmg lmsmess. · · 
The l"evolutionary s1)irit had received monwn-tulll at tl . 1 · · I l 

---
10 lands of Aurobindo, Har Daya nn< :------__ 

:!:ic, If"t · · I 3s-) 
., • t 'tVcn·8 1ut Wuleuttu), If; April, l!JO:; (HPports • ''·'' · 
-3!. Pr t'· I --3) 
•
1

, ., a '·Jitrc (C'nleutta), 2U July, l!JOii (Hrpor·to; , 1 " • 

· -:L. Sueh 1 cw~Jlllp"r Jndr1stry. :-;,,, . Pl'<!nchillg in"identnlly gtL\'C impPtus 11 11 
· • 

-<.! footnot o SS 

233. ·\r . ' 
1 

) J(j;'j 

:!:Jl. . litre ilo~nnt, ln,li, : •l ·Yation (,\dyn•·, ::\lndrns, I.J:JO • l:hit•oJ 1 · · • 
l'l . • >allrtn Unrrllt 'J(j 

llroJ nchn·tt 1 - ' · · · 1 t · of th• 
Yugalltar, WI . ·I I cc this Whrm hf) wrote that, t hP r·rr·cu n I On . I .; 
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111111111g, cu., Political India, ::!:?8-!J. 
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other::;. ~Ia,ny Sa.bhas, Samities and Akhara,s (res
pectively soeieties, A.ssocia,tions <tnd Gymnasia) 
came into existence where the youngmen began to 
take lessons in fencing e:tnd other gmnes.215 Surenclm
nath Bm1erjee <.tncl Bipin Chandnt Pal played a 
nohthle p<n·t in imp<.trting to the people the idea of 
forming secret societies. These orga,nizations al
though were founded as '\t w<ty to 1mtionnl enumci
pn,tion" <tnd were without ''<tny real revolutionary 
motives or any plan of secret a,ss<tssination" yet it 
bcc<.tme ea,sicr for the ad voc<.ttes of organized rebel
lion to impose revolutiowuy spirit in the already 
org<tnized. societies.:J~ The influence of J<tpan on 
the existence of these societies is evident from the 
Covernincnt Hecorcls. The records also refer to the 
establishment of a physical force party (National 
Volunteer .Movement) among the Bengalis who, the 
records add, "<:tppe<:"tr to have been inspired by the 
result of the Russo-Je:"tpt"tnese war" . 1 ~; 

Another significant contribution in infusing 
the revolutionary spirit in India was by a person 
who had, of course, left the world three yc<trs before 
the conclusion of the Russo-Japanese war. He was 
Swami Vivekana,nda. He lmd crea,ted ferment 
among the intellectmtls in Indi<t. He had been so 

~3.i. Lajpat H.ai, You11~ lndiu, lu7, liu. 

~3u. I!Jid., HJJ. 

237. Ilome JJ•:ptt. Frogs. Xo. Hl/Octobcr 1!)07. 
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much impressed Ly the work of the Japanese Nation
alist that not only he inspired his countrymen to 
follow Japan but had made known in 1902, just 
before his demise that ""·hat India needs to-day is 
bomb" .2::8 Rom<tin Rolland, the French Biogra
pher of Swami Vive]mnancla, noticed the influence 
of his preachings. He records, "The Indian nation
alist movement smouldered for a long time until 
Vivekananda's breath blew the ashes into flame and 
erupted violently three ymtrs after his dea.th in 
1905". 239 

So much was the spell of the revolutionaries 
~hat even the avo,vccl constitutionalists and 
Moderates' Gonclonecl little excesses in an v.gitatecl 
a~rnosphere.210 Another contemporary justified 
VIolence . th f 1 b' t . as e only means o t 10 su Jec -uatwn to 
take the' · d f t' 1 I . II emands to the ears o par Icu ar y the 
ahen rulers.211 

I . Apart from the "heat" that it introduced in the 
nchan acrit t' v· t t 1 o a IOns the Japanese w ory may be said 
o lave inc I t .. u catecl the reverbern ory spirit among 
~ 

23S 
(Cnlc·ut ta, icr/~hupcndra!!llth Dnttn, Su•({mi l"i 1~·l~onrmda, l'atriot Prop/,a 
Yivekannnu~~.· 4), 212. The author of the book is tho brother of Swami 

230· nom . . .. 
Abo by the snmo a~~lt Rolland, The Life of kS'tcr.tml I tvekmwnda, l2;i. 

240 ' thor, Prophets of the New Indw (London, 1!:130), 4!)7. 
. Gokhulo S 

241 y ' pcecltes, S!:!G. 
· ashpal 's· .. t Re •ol t; ) · · · (Laekuow, 1!:151), 13. ' tngluwlok1111 ' (\·wf(·n \ u .on •n Hm(ll. 
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the Indians. This c·hange was noticed by 'the 
Bengalee'. The pHper referred to the incident where 
a J3ritish army sergca.nt assaulted a Punjabi shop
keeper at Rawalpindi "hut got more in return than 
he v;·<-:.s <tble to give.'' In 1907-8 the spirit 
tended to be acrrrressive. A frequent use of bomb 

00 

was made to do away with a few Englishmcn.2·13 

"It was the first occasion on which .. .lmd (been) 
used (bomb) this product of modern science with 
murderous effect. " 211 

Another Englishman who h:,,d made on the 
spot study also testified that the usc uf bomb in the 
agitated Indin, was a result of a "widespread in
fluence" of "the triumphal progress of Japan", 
although it was an "evil". The bombs were used 
under the belief to oust the British Qoyernment and 
to establish native rulc.2·1" In a trial in connection 
with the discovery of bombs case, ''the police 
stated that they found in the possession of the 
prisoners series of manuscript notes on the Russo
Japanese war". At another trial "the revelation 
was made that a work entitled 'The awakening of 
Ja.pan' was much to the liking ofthercvolutionaries''24G 

242. Bcngalcc, 'j :\fay, l!J05 (Reports I, 83). 

243. Chirol lists a number of incidents, sec footnote 234. 

244. Ibid., !'JG. 

24.3. Lancelot Lawton, Empires in the Far East, II, 808. 

246. Lawton quoted these cnscs. Ibid., 80!). 
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Two contemporary Enalishmcn of eminence, 
- 0 ., 

Prof. L.F. Rushbrook v-Villiams and Mr .. J. Camp-
bell Ker, in their respective study on the causes of 
the ';Rise of the Left" in the Conarcss and those 
of "Subversive l\Iovement", point 0~1t that "victory 
of Asiatic .Japan over European Russht ... (was) 
epoelf making" inasmuch as it turnctl the tide of the 
national movement."2·17 A well lnwwn motlern 
historian similarly expresses that the defeat Ja1)an 
inflicted in 1904:-5 upon Russia had a great re-. 
percussion upon the Indians. The emergence of 
extremism was also partly influenced by en~Item
porary cvents ... (one of which was) the rise of 
.Japan as a, great power ... "2'~ Lovett ~HI.S also 
co~cluded that the restlessness (in lndm) ~w was 
stimulated by the achievements of Ja11an. It 
was this "stimulation" which was an h11l10rtant 
factor of Extremism in India. 

The years 1905-1907 were years of anti--British 
1)ropaganda by every means, short of recourse to 
actual war. The Government was not to be a silent 
spectat?r, and allow the national movement to grow 
m~der Its feet. Lord Curzon deployed the troops. 
~bnto, who succeeded him, was not to yield. ln 

2-!i. Cummh , .• J • • • - -•-l · 11:1• Cu., 1 olt!lcullwlw, J-1, __ ::;. 
2-18. 1-t.C. :\lt~zumtlllr, '·Tllo Genesis of Exh·cnusm"' ~'ltc Stml!c.s 

i 11 the Beuyul Ite 1wis~unce c·' \t 1 1 _,. Gupltl (Jnunvpur, I \J,oS} 
:!U 1. • u., " u c !Ullul a • 

-~49 Lovett 1 z· <~·~!) 
- • ' .- Ui!IIOI'!J of the I-ndian Satiolla 18111 • -- • 
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other words if Cnrzon followed ''a policy of repres
sion, :i\Iinto inaugurated a reign of conciliation with 
repression" .250 The authorities were perturbed 
over the use of ammunition by the Indians. The 
Government in India therefore issued an order to put 
n. strict control on the sale of war ammunitions.251 

The Indian press/52 regarded ns the '"class
rooms" of the national leaders, was severely dealt 
with at the hands of the Government.253 Editor 
after editor was sent to prison. l\Iany of the high 
priests, as the national leaders of the time are 
referred to, were either deported or given long term 
imprisonment on charges of sedition254 • Curiously 
enough, the struggle continued and with vehemence 
despite these 1neasures.2:;:; The reprcssiYe measure 
that the rulers had chosen to take despite the early 
warning, had deepencl the effect of the Russo
Japanese war on Indian minds.2" 6 

250. Lnjpnt Rni, Young Imlia, 180. 

~;')1. l:lomc Dcptt. Progs. No. Gii/April 1!:106. 

Chirol blmued his fellow Europcnns for indiscriminnte sale of 
· bombs nnd gnns when he l'<l1i1l, "The pcopll' of the \Vest. will sell their 

own Mot lwrlmul for mon<'~,.··. Chil'OI, Incliun U11rcst, !l-l. 

::?:i2. The Imli:tn pt'!';<,; shoul1l be distinguished from the Anglo
lmlinn press. Tho lntlet• nll nlong followed pro-gO\'l'l'JUnent nt.titudc. 

2.13. 'l'hl' Covc•rnmcnt furl h(•r urnll'd itself with tho Indian News
prtpl'l' (Incitement to Offl'llC:l's) .Act in Jnno HJOS. 

~-14-. 

2;);). 

2;36. 

Lnjpnt Rni. rollllf/ lnclia. lS0-3. 

lhid. 

Tlindoo Patriot, ]!) Apt'il, HlO.i (Reports I, HiS). 
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\Ye learn from the authoritative sources that 
the Government found it hard to deal. with the 
situation. They could not legally declare the 
campaign of the newspapers as "Incitement to off
ences" or that of the leaders as "sedition". After 
his departure from India, Lovett wrote, "The effect 
of the Russo-.Japanese war on Indian political 
thought had confronted both the men on the spot 
(The Governor-General and his Council) and the 
Secreta-ry of State (for India) with a liOYol and 
complex state ofthings".257 The Government could 
not PUilish Tila.k and others of seditious activities a . 
t st, _In the legal opinion258, in the absence of any limi-

a. Ion p t .I " If' ' ~ t" . c 1 u l.Jpon the wore s se -uovernmen , It 
0~~-d 1~0t amount to sedition. "The words might 
th _ Inarlly be read as indicating a course by which 
ou~ method of Government might be changed with
G overturning the Government itself". The 
d~vernor-General Lord Minto, agreed that "we can 
<>c:t~othing ... till ,~e have decided a general line of .... Ion'' 2;;o • . 

me t · This proves that not only the Govern-
11 rec · · · ~the Japanese nnpact on the Indian 

Io·~l) -·J7· Lo t z· - , 80. ve t, A ll istory of the IJV.lian Nationa 111/ .1lovcmcnl (London, 

I 2.)g r, 
Jefot· · l ho G 1 1 · r · 
, 0 decidi . uvcrnmcnt httd sought tho ega vtcw,; romtt,; n.ttorney 

\\al'! l'lC n;; •ts 1 I _,. t '1'1 · 
1 . , · nt iJ1 tl course of n.clio:-t to curb t 10 nutan movcmen . us 

1~>; relllu.t·ks. l~forrn of tt D<!mi·officinl Jetter on whieh g•:vc Lon! :\linto 
Onte Deptt. Pro·~~· ::ro. 110 (Publie) dut~u Simlo. tho HI April, l!JOi. 

2;Jg Y • ~o. 3/July I!lOi 
• Ibid. . 
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a,gitation and its character but more so found itself 
"incapable" to curb the same. The mea-sures that 
the Governn1ent undertook we·re t.he result of its 
detennination to suppress the movement with force 
after having decided the "generr.l line of action". 
The bomb cases might have hastened the "general 
line of action". 



XI 
Results of tlw A(fifation : 

Polit1"cctl Consequences o.f the 
8wrule.shi Movement : il1 orley

Minto Rejorm.s 

'V('J'C the Go\-·l·t·nment to bon·· before tho new 
national spirit in India ? The Japanese vietory 
often reminded the British that they should show 
lllore :e vour to the people. One Bhnpendra Nath 
~~asu 111 his presidPntial address doli\Tered at the 
.... Iyt~lenf;ingh Provineial Conference, had told the 
audtence th t '. 1 . 

I · a ·no Government. wwevPr autocratiC, 
c:ou d sta l t· I • 11 · . l IH lJvorc:cd from the prop e s a egmnce <tnc no ll . . 
. . a cgta.ncc is possible without mutual uncler-
staad1ng'' ~ . 1 f ti _ .-r.o "Loyalty can be best expectec rom 

le peoplo if they arc lJl~nefitcd from the rule", 
was the ad · 1. . 261 • VIce o the 8wudr:sm,ztran. 

::!GO. 

~Gl. 
~eo 'L'I l · o- 3-1 t-c -n(Z.an RPt·icw, :\Ial\· Hl ·'• ·-' · 

&wtrlr..•mitran, IG Juno, 1!10.; (Hoports II, ~21). 
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There is evidence to prove that the British 
authoritiC's' thought of gradual introduction of 
reforms before it was too late, was the result of this 
new wave of Nationalism. Thereby "meeting" 
the Indian demancls.262 J olm l\Iorley had received 
warning from many eminent British statesmen that 
"'a ne,y spirit is growing a.nd spreflding over India"; 
~tnd to backup exeeutive authority in order to 
suppress the new spirit would be nothing short of 
"IJlayin<r the ao-itators' game" .263 

•. 0 0 

::!0!?. Beforo the wnr tho immediate demand of the Indians did 
not go fur beyond ono·half elected members in tho Viceroy's Legislative 
Coundl, appointment of three Indians in the Secretary of State's Council, 
awl ct·eation of Advisory Boards in nil Districts. The object was limited 
one-first·, to create strength in tho Council sufficient. lo put moral pre
s.~mc; socon~\ly, (Im.linn) association in tho poliPy mnldng. C\'Cll without 
si:;nificant powers. I..nst· but not Icnst., the administration to be in touch 
with t,lao mnsses. In brief, tho nim wns good Governmcnt and not self
govcrnnlcut. 

Tho Congress under Goklmle's leadership (1905) wanted some 
effective chango (path of gmdunl reforms) in tho existing Govenunentnl 
set-up; under Tilnk (1900) the ideal w,u; self-Government with Bl'itish 
connection; under t.ho Bongn.I Extremists lenders (after 1900) the end was 
to attain complete separation. Ultimn.tely, in 1947, the nims of the 
B:mga.lloadcra with t.ho methods of tho '.l\Ioderatcs' were to succeed. 

Low. 

l''or details sec : 

(i) Gokhn.le, Speeches, 123D, Appendix 'B'. 

(ii) The Inclicm National Congress, I, 840-1; 

(iii) Lajpnt Rn.i, Young India, 148; 

(iv) .l\Iukerjces : Sri Anrobindo's Political Thought, 175-81. 

203. Among t.l10 statesmen, were Sir ,V. L1nvrence, Chirol, Sidney 

John Viscount .l\Iorley, Recollections, II, 173. 
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It was, consequently, in June 1906 that John 
·j~' 

.:Harley had repeatedly suggested to Lord 1\Iinto 
"to make a good start in the way of reform in the 
popular direction". He had a,rguecl, "If we don't.·· 
the demands will widen and extend into 'National' 
reasons". He went as far as to suggest "as practical 
and immediate things-the extension of the native 
elements in (the Vicerov's) Legislative Council; 
ditto in local (Governor's)" Council; full time for dis
cussing Budget in the L.C. (Legislative Council) 
instead of four or five skimpy hours; right of moving 
amendments .... " The only fear Morley had was 
from the Anglo-Indian community because he was 
"certain" that the native (Indian) representation in 
the Viceroy's Council "would frighten that nervous 
personage (meaning the Anglo -lncl ian Corn m unity).'' 2G5 

:Morley's suggestion of June 1906 is significant 
inasmuch as it marked the date when the future 
)forley-l\1into Heforms (1909) took "a definite sort 

174. 
2G4. In two letters written on Ljth uml 23rd June, I !JOG. Ibid., 

It ~s significant, to note that tho Reforms of l!JO() inerenscd tho 
r<.Jpn.J.~~ntatJve cleme t . tl . . "I Tl J 1. . n' 1ll 10 LegislntJvo Counc1 and oulargctlthcir powers. 

le >L< c. •1Ionul mom] , f 1 I' • · I 
1•• 1 , JCis o 1 10 Governor-Genera s Council were increuse( 
rom (, to GO '''I .1 

· 't 1 · 11 e the .Provincial Council,; did uot huvo official 
lll.LJOI'I y, 1 1° Centr,d L~gi:>luturo wus to have. 

·For details a d d' . . 
11 Jseus.:;Jon see 

A.B. Keith, ·1 . . . 
tLoadon, 1()30), 22(). - Constttutzonal llts/ory of India, IGOO-HJ35 

;!(j,j, Ibid. 
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of shape". \Vhen Minto expressed his general 
agreement with the Secretary of State, the latter 
"ma.de the material advance" by appointing two 
Indian members on his Council (in London) as early 
as in August 1907 .~G& 

:\Iorley's "material advance" and later the 
Reforms of 1909 were not destined to be received 
with satisfaction by the Indians. Neither the 
\Vhitehall nor the Governor-General in India were 
working for the same. Chirol clearly stated that if 
the people of India aspired at that time to attain 
something like the parlia.mentary system of Govern
ment or an amow1t of autonomy, they were com
pletely mistaken in the calculation. He added, 
·'neither the struggle nor the Indian Councils Act of 
1909, 'if at all resulted therefrom', touched the 
British frame work of Government"26;. He 
quoted 1\lorley as saying, "if my existence either 
officially or corporeally were to be prolonged twenty 
times longer than it is likely to be, is not at all the 
goal (parliamentary system of Government in 
India) to which I would for a moment aspire".26 ~ 
J\iorley himself had made it clear to Gokhale in 
Auaust 190G when the latter met him in London 

0 

that "for many a day to come-long beyond the 

::!Gu. Ibid., 177. 

::!G7. Chirol, India, 155. 

268. Ibid. 
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short span of time that may be left to us-this 
(India-to be a self-governing colony) was a mere 
dream''. :!au 

If this was the conviction of the Englishmen 
to which they had made no secret, one could foresee 
the resentment the Morley-Minto Reforms would 
cause in India. Nevertheless, it was a part of 
Morley's statesmanship to make an attempt to bring 
the (British Indian) Government into "harmony" 
with the political instincts of the governed. If 
there was no early hope from Britain of a true 
representative Government of India, Morley was 
at least fully convinced and had disclosed to Gokhale 
on August 2, 1906, that "for reasonable reforms in 
your direction, there is now an unexampled 
chance". 270 

What were to be the "reasonable reforms" 
depended more on the conviction of the Englishmen 
than on the aspirations of the Indians. When the 
Reforms of 1909 were announced even the Indians 
held divergent views on their acceptance. More
over, if the reforms of 1909 had been introduced in 
1892 when the Indian Councils Act271 was passed, 

200. 1\Iorley, Recollections, II, ISL 
270. Ibid. 

271. The Imlian Council Act 1802 was passed to further onnblc 
the nati,·cs to take pnrt in tho work of government. Among other things, 

(Oontd. on next page) 
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the "iJ:reconciJable forces", as Chirol called the 
Extremists, might have been al'l'ested. But after 
the Russo-Ja.panese war, it was impossible to 
reconcile them (with the reforms of 1909). 

It is true that the real object of introduction 
of "some reforms" in India (in 1909) was not to 
pave the p<ol.th of freedom (although unconsciously 
it led to}, but to keep the moderates with the Govern
ment, and the English strategy was successful. 
Lord l\lorley had explained that it (the reforms), 
in the first place, "will tend to reconcile liberal 
opinion (not in the party sense) here (in London), 
and that is something. In the second place, it will 
make it ea.sier for the :Moderates to resist the Extre
mist attack. Such an attack is sure to come, and 
it is our business, as I think, not to do anything that 
will give subst,1.nce to Extremist taunts and re
proaches against their l\Ioclerate opponents". 2; 2 Yet 
there is no denying the fact that the l\Iorley-l\Iinto 
Reforms were the first instalment of reforms which 
had been necessitated, as were even observed by the 
English authorities, with the rise of a new spirit in 

(Contd. from previous page) 

tho o.dditiono.I (Indinn) members of tho Goycrnor-Gcncrnl"s Ccta:c·il 
wcro to bo increased. 

P- :\Iukhorj i, Ju<lian Constittttio11al Doctm1C11Is (Cnlrt:t tn, ]!,J &), 
228-32. 

272. lim·lcy, Recollections, II, 260. 

' ,I 
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India after the victory of Japan in HJ0;j.2'J It did 
at least temporarily check the agitation. Thus the 
Indian agitation, after the Russo-Japanese war, 
Was not the "cankers of a calm world", as Sir Alfred 
Lyall likened to call it.2" 

----')-3 
hnd ~ -• · Thoro was anot.hcr example in which, it flhowod, the English 
of Af o~su~en tho occidental \'Hnity. They now "nddrossed tho Amir 
"Kin:'~~ntstun no longer as "His Highness' but. "His 1\Injcsty" nn1l ~~. 

The Bengalee, 4 Jtme, 1005 (Reports I, 213). 
274. Chirol, ln•lian Un~·eat (London, 1!)10), Introduction, XV. 



XII 
Closer Economic and 

Cultuntl 'P·ies between 
Japan and India. 

After the Russo-.Ja.panesc war, besides her 
interest in the Indian National movement, Japan 
took bold steps in establishing close Indo-Japanese 
bonds, both at official and public levels.2; 5 The 
response from the Indian public was equally en
com·aging. In 1906, the Japanese took part in 
Sivaji festival celebrations, held under the auspices 
of the Tokyo's Orienta.! Students' Association.2' 6 

\Vhile the ,Japn.ncsc expressed deep sympathy with 
the Indian (Bihar's) famine-stricken people, the 
Indians made liberal contributions, as a token of 
growing friendship, towards the Japanese sufferers 

:J.ii). This may also be due to the .\.nglo-Jupnncso friendship 
although tho British officials could not reconcile to the Indo-Jnpnncse 
nmity at 'popular' level. 

::!iu. Hnm Gopal, 'l'hc Lokrmwnya, 23i. 
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in the hte earthquakes. The contributions were 
gratefully acknowledged.277 

There were also exchu,nge of visits. Rabindra
nath Tagore visited ,Japan and gave a series of 
lectures which were very well attended. From 
.Japan there were increasing visits to India of res
ponsible merchants, educators and journalists.2' 5 

The Indo-.Japanese amity gave impetus to the 
mutual trade. Export to .Japan in five years since 
1905 increased by four times. Similarly, import to 
India found increase by a little less than three 
times.2' 9 A Japanese businessman put it that the 
export-import "trade between India and Japan 
has increased by leaps ~md bounds". 280 La,ter, to 
accelerate the commercial connections, the steam
ship service was inaugurated, in addition to Bombay, 
between Yokohama, Calcutta and l\iadras.281 Some 
commercial concessions were also given to the 
Indian exports to Japan. This demonstrated that 
the latter's political alliance with England would 
not stand in the way of a preferential tariff against 

'J-7 
-I • 'l'hc Japan Jrcekl!J .11ail, ;j ond l!J :\loy, l!JOG. 
278e (..• , I> . ... . . l 'I' . k , J l' . "'ce •nbnulranath Ttlgorc, 1\mllOI!altMn nm mu nuth Da,;, 

nr u~ tn lVol·[t I 
' Jolitics (~cw Yorl:, l 0::!3), 83. 

<>-u 
Sl "'-: 1 • For eompleto statistics seo JaJXI1L amll11Clia cd. nnd romp. 

lUll oJilltoh, 200·227. 

280. Ib'd , ' 
(T 1. 1 1 • Also see James A.B. fleheTcT, Japans Acll"GiiCC 

u ~yo, D34 ), !l!J-1 02. 

28 1. Ibid. Also the Japan Weekly Jllail, ~2 July, 1!)1 1 · 
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her ally. There was an increased inflow of t.he 
private Indian capital into Japan.~82 

Notwithshtnding the English attitude, the 
understanding between India and ,Japan had grown 
after the Itusso-.Japanese war. India had bene
fited from ,Japan despite the actions of the English. 
Lord Curzon, for instance, had not allowed the 
Japanese Consul in India to express his Govern
ment's sympathies with the Indian people.283 He 
had expressed concern over a, number of Punjabis 
working (ncar the Japan esc) in Manchuria. 28~ Similar 
attitude had been adopted by the British firms when 
they were reluctant to admit Indians even as 
apprentices to their works "lest young Indians should 
afterwards turn their knowledge to too good an 
account as the Japanese have often done, in the 
promotion of competing industries in their own 
country. '' 23:' 

The success of Japan had thus helped the 
cause of nationalism in India. From that year it 
was on a clearer path. It may be said that nation
alism (-in it.s mode1·n concept) in India gradually 
expanded since 1905. Lovett wrote from his 

::!82. Ibid., :JOo. 
283. Sco footnotd l!l!J. 

284. Sw·yodaya Pmkasika (Bangnlore), 7 June, 1905 (Reports 
II, ~13). 

28.;, Chirol, l11dia11 Unrest, 15::!. 
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intimate knowledcre of the Indian affairs that 
0 

the "Indian national sentiment is one of the 
most remarkable phenomena of our time. 
Nourished originally by the Congress move
ment .. .it took definite shape in 1905.286 He added, 
"It is easy to conceive how the victories of 
Japan over, what used to be, one of the proudest 
European nations, must have intensified such feel
ings. " 2s7 The service of the motherland became 
" 1 t d . . . J " 28' t s grea an overmastermg a passion as Ill a pan . -
The "pillars of the popular (national) movement 
made frequent reference to Japan for the promotion 
of na tiona! fee lin cr". 28!J 'Baudo l\Ia tar am' became a 
' t" b 
na tonal' 290 song, and a source of inspiration to the 

people in their struggle for frcedoffi.291 Speaking 
about the rise of nationalism in India, Viscount 
Morley had also said, "The victories of Japan ... did 
not pass unobscrved."202 'Vhile others were not 
pessimist : on the contrary, they observed clearer 
and_ definite impact of Japan on the rise of 
natiOnalism in India.2oo 

28G. Lovett, 23i. 

2Si. Ibid., 23S. 

288. Ibid., Gl. 

2S[I. Ibid., G2. 
2!1(1. J p 

· 'ams,ty l\IacDonulu, HJl-;'j, 
2!J l. I mli 1 

Publication), 32_ · n : !J;i8, A Rofercncc Annual (Government of India 

292. 

2!13. 
IIIorley, Recollect ions, II, ][;4. 

William I Hull, biClia's Political Crisis (Bnltimore, l!J3(1), G. 



XIII 
F iclo1'y of Japan and Asia. 

The hope, the awakening and the realisation of 
potent strength (of the results of the Russo~Japanese 
war) gave a new turn to the national movements in 
other countries of Asia also. In Vietnam, for 
instance, the nationalists, who hvd learnt of reform 
from China, democracy and revolution from France, 
now looked to Japan as a model and guide. Prince 
Chong De had taken refuge in Japan and organized 
Vietnam Restoration League. 21'~ 

In Indonesia, although an organized nation
alist movement did not take shape till after the First 
\Vorld \i\rar, the modernization and emergence of 
.Japan as a Great Power stimulated the growth of 
nationalism there.295 Burma, too, was impressed 

29-i. Lawrence K. Rosinger, n:ul Ass6ciatcs. The State of Asia 
(London, Hl;j} ), 22;j. 

2!Hi. Ibid., 408. 
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by .Japan's improved living strmdard as a result of 
impact of \Vestern trade and industry. So much 
was the inspiration for her dormant nationalism 
that for the first time the monks entered politics and 
nationalism grew militant. The influence of .Japan 
was noticeable in the formation of a socio-politic[d 
organization, the Young 1\lcn's Buddhist Association, 
with the object to revive national cultures and insti
tutions by remodelling them on the basis of \Vestcrn 
counterparts; exactly what Japan had clone. The 
organization opened national schools for this pur

-pose.2oG 

Korea, which as a result of the war had fallen 
on the knees of Japan, was not reconcilecl to the idea 
of "Japan's God-given superiority". In fact, the 
success of Japan (in 1905) marked an increase in the 
number of Koreans urging for inclependence or for a 
more liberal regime. They even offered armed 
resistance and made an unsuccessful attempt in 
what was called the 1\Iansei Movement Uljtil they 
were suppressed by force ten years later.~n 

In China, the war convinced many people of 
the necessity of reforms. They believed that 
Japan's success in 1894 ami again in 1905 was due to 

:!!Jli. Philip \V. Thayer, Sationalism 01,d Progrc~·~; ;II Free Asia 
(Dalt.imore, lDiili), 87-ll. 

:!!Ji. Cornelius Osgood, 1.'he }{.orcaus and their Cultu1·c (~cw 
York, lViil), 130, 2i8. 
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her system of Constitutional Monarchy and the 
introduction of modern scientific technical measures. 
The Government that has roots in the masses, they 
realized, makes a nation strong. Thus the war gave 
the Chinese a new faith in political reforms.295 

They exhibited their national awakening by their 
decision to discard foreign goods and refusing the 
\Vestern Capitalist permission to construct rail-road 
in their country. 2nn 

208. Chion-Nung, 'l.'llc Political History of China 1840-1!>28 
trans. by 'l'cng Ssa-Yu (N~w Jorsey, l!U.iU), l!JS. ' ' 

2!>0. 'l'he Ililat·acli (Culcutta), 27 January l!JO- r c1 f th 
Chinese action. ' 0 • app ove 0 e 



XIV 
Oonclu.sions 

India, as other countries in Asia which had for 
centuries been subject to the 'Vestern exploitation, 
saw for the first time in l Q04-05 an Asin,n country in 
a major conflict with a major Europcn,n power. 
The Indians showed keen interest in this struggle 
between the East and the vV est. There \vas, from 
the beginning, a deep sympathy with Japan, \\·hich 
was natural for she was a weaker pa,1'ty in the 
struggle (in the sense the whole of Asia then was) 
and a fellow Asian country. 

India, where the story of the exploitation, at 
the hands of the British, was darker and latter's rule 
particularly strenuous, and which had, of late, been 
the scene of tmrest, was generally jubilant over the 
results of the war. The whole of India may be said 
to have stirred with excitement over the victory of 
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.Ja.pan. The excitement was so complete that it 
wn.s even noticed among the remote villagers. 

The jubila,tion or the excitement was not due 
to the success of the ally of the (British) Govern
ment, although there were a, few admirers of the 
British regime, but that the success of Japan had 
exploded the myth of the \Vhite's God-given 
superiority. This gave them the much-needed con
fidence in themselves. It also strengthened their 
urge to be what Japan had recently achieved-an 
equal member in the comity of nations. Secondly, 
since Japan had removed the Russian menace India 
no longer felt the need of the British protection. 
She realised that she could hold her own ·with pro
per trai nina. 

0 

It is important to note that the idea of inde-
pendence, the mcn.ning of which was understood 
differently at that time was not new to India. She 
had already made an effort in 1857 and had been 
organi~ing herself for the purpose since I 885. \Vhat 
Japan had exhibited was the fresh example, that too 
fro:rn a fellow Asian, that it was only in an atmos
phere of self-rul~ that a country could prosper. 
India was not to forget the example till she had 
attained the object. It was more from this point of 
view, it may be said, that Japan strengthened the 
Indians' urae for independence. 

0 

There could not be nor there were direct 
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Japanese assistance for the attainment of self-rule 
or the Swaraj except for the appreciation of the 
Indian demand as exhibited in the Japanese press 
and through the speeches of the leaders of J<tpan. 
But this in itself was by no means small contribution 
to the Indian cause. Secondly, the Congress which 
was, at that time, making singular efforts to·warcls 
Swaraj appreciated and explained to the people the 
value of unity more after the (Russo-Japanese) war. 
The Congress leaders frequently cited the example of 
Japan. Moreover, if the negative policies of the 
~urzonian administration of oppression and repres-
81.011 brought the Indians closer, the Japanese 
VIctory well-knitted (for at least demanding Swaraj) 
the Congress organization. Thirdly, the aim of 
gooct government of the Congress was also changed 
to self-government after the war. Daclabhai 
N'aoroji's slogan of Swaraj was no coincidence with 
the victory of Japan, but it was the impact of the 
latter on the Congress organil'ation. 

The Japanese impact was more apparent in 
~I:: :zneans to achieve the end. The Boycott exhi-

1 ed the recently-learnt sternness by the Congress 
~nd the people. The Swadeshi, on the other hand, 
s ;owed as much the sense of patriotism as the spirit 
~ Self.reliance, the two most outstanding secrets of 
h a~an_('s success over Russia) that her example 

a Itnbibed into the Indians. In order to 
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lllake the Indians' Swadeshi drive successful the 
Japanese had helped with expert-kno,1·ledge ('in~s
llluch as they provided teclmical training to the 
Young Indians) nncl ·w·ith machinery. The Indo
Japanese trade also received [l.,H impetus after the 
war. In this w[ty, the example of Jc,pan introduced 
a new spirit in the minds of the Indians. This did 
not mean tlutt the Indians lacked patriotism before 
hut the success of Japan infused afresh vigour in it. 
This, in turn, inculcated in them a feeling-India, a 
natJ:on. The est2.blishment of the nationd industry 
and the opening of national institutions were some 
of Hs direct outcome. 

The ne,rly-acquired sense of n:1tionalism, with 
Japan's example before it, propounded Extremism 
or the violent methods in the Indian politics. Some 
of the Indians in order, perh::;,ps, to obtain rapid 
results made a frequent use of these methods parti
~ularly when the (British) authorities besides turn
Ing deaf eara to the reasonable demands of the 
Indians, used all sorts of measures to curb the 
agitation. 

The EnO"lish ultimately sensed the situation. 
They could n~t shut their eyes for long neither they 
~ould tie the hands of the clock. They realised the 
Impact the Japanese victories hnd made. The 
1\forley-l\finto Reforms late by twenty years, were 
decidedly a result of the agitation which had got 
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heated after the Japanese victory. \Vhatever 
may have been the motives of the English in intro
ducing the reforms, the reforms significantly con
firmed, to an extent, that the Indians are capable 
of holding high offices. It was in this way that 
Japan had awakened the people and the rulers of 
India. 

The Russo-Japanese War had thus no mere 
psychological effect on the Indians. It, on the 
other hand, had a definite impact. This was 
noticed and appreciated by contemporary leaders 
and writers, both Indian and others. Moreover, the 
then frequent references to Japan and her victories 
in 1905 were not cursory but with a purpose. It 
were these victories of Japan which later gave a new 
slogan, that is, Asia for Asians. 
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