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Publi.sher's Note 

China may not be the number one communist country today, but its 
leader, Mao Tse-tung, is undoubtedly the world's top-most communist 
leader. But Mao's importance is not due to his place in the communist 
pantheon. By any standard he is an outstanding leader in his own right. 
His career is a unique blend of political adventure, military romanticism, 
ideological integrity and personal charisma. The qualities of leadership 
that he has consistently displayed invite comparison only with those of 
Lenin. Like Lenin, he not only made a revolution and laid the founda
tions of a great power but also impregnated Marxism with new insights 
and techniques. Lenin introduced into the Marxian theory the catalytic 
idea of "professional revolutionaries"; he also conceived of the revolution 
under the hegemony of the working class in cooperation with the peasants. 
Mao put the peasant to the heretical task of leading the proletarian 
revolution. 

Lenin did not live long enough to develop the doctrine further, 
but Mao is still living and, perhaps, still developing it. To him, as to all 
Marxists, history is a constant "feedback" between theory and practice, 
and therefore theory must be ceaselessly developed. But Mao has the 
uncanny gift of turning the telescope of theory in the most unexpected 
direction. For instance, when the Sino-Soviet conflict came to light 
many students of Marxism interpreted it within the categories of 
Marxism; they explained it as the inevitable conflict between the 
psyches of two different stages of revolution. But Mao seems to have 
drawn theoretical conclusions from the conflict which go beyond the 
Marxist categories. Why must China oppose and fight Soviet Russia? 
Because Soviet Russia has lost her revolutionary will and turned revi
sionist. Why has Russia become revisionist? Because she has been 
ensnared by 'goulash communism'. Marxists have always claimed that 
with the socialization of the relations of production, the forces of pro
duction would develop. This is what, they claim, happened in Russia; 
Russian progress in science and industry are a witness to this claim. 
Naturally the Russian leaders started thinking in terms of compet
ing with the most advanced of capitalist countries, namely America; 
and they became enamoured of the American standards of living. This, 
Mao seems to feel, is at the root of the Soviet degeneration. 
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Mao's present endeavour would appear to be to save China from this 
evil. Of course, this is no call for stalling the development of the forces 
of production. With the introduction of the socialist relations of produc
tion the forces of production must strengthen, ~ut that must not ~~~ow 
revolutionaries to be caught in the snares of comfort and easy hvmg. 
With increased production one is naturally tempted to seek the g?od 
things of life. Mao's effort is to save the Chinese from this temptatton. 
That is the kernel of his 'socialist education campaign' which is currently 
invading every department of life in China. That is the secret of the 
accent on austerity, sacrifice and self-reliance. The increased production 
is not to be squandered over 'goulash communism' but to be carefully 
utilized for the furtherance of the revolution. Revolution is not some 
contingent affair; it is a permanent, Promethean struggle. It has its roots 
in the contradiction between Man and Nature which is at the root of all 
living. This is what the Chinese must know and this is what they must 
prepare for. They must steel themselves with revolutionary will. Mao's 
endeavour is directed towards this revolutionary transformation of the 
individual. Thus Man must transform himself, because he is the maker 
of history. As Marx said he may not make it out of the whole cloth, 
but_ u~less he is alert the cloth would envelop him and smother him. 
This ~ndeed is a radical development of Marxism, and China today is 
expenencing the unity of practice with this theory. Mao may or may 
not succeed ultimately, but this reinterpretation of the doctrine is in 
harmony with the Confucian genius of his country, and it cannot fail to 
make a deep impact on its inhabitants. 

To understand the life and thought of Mao Tse-tung is, therefore, 
~0 ~nderstand the driving force of Communist China. And that is our 
JUStification for selecting for our first book Mr. Howard L. Boorman's 
essay: Mr. Boorman's essay is the only one so far to offer a theoretically 
meanmgful reconstruction of the life story of Mao Tse-tung, and was 
first published in The China Quarterly, London, October-December, 1963. 

Mr. Boorman is Director of Columbia University's Research Project 
?11 Men and Politics in Modern China. He has edited the special China 
Issue of The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science, January, 1959, and is co-author of Moscow Peking Axis. For
mer~y Mr. Boorman was an American Foreign Service Officer and was 
stationed in Peking (1947-50) and Hong Kong (1950-54). 

I We are grateful to the Editor of The China Quarterly for giving us 
t 1e pe · · Ed" rmiss1on to publish Mr. Boorman's essay. Mr. C. R. M. Rao, 

I tor of China Report, has added an epilogue so as to bring the story 
to the current stage. 

PRABHAKAR PADHYB 
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Mao Tse-tztng: the Lacquered l1nage* 

'· At seventy, I could follow the dictates of my own heart; for what I 
desired no longer overstepped the boundaries of right." 

-Confucius, The Analects, Book II, 4 (Waley translation) 

IN the preface to her biography of Sun Yat-sen, Lyon Sharman writes of 
the difficulty of drawing a realistic portrait of the symbol of modern 
Chinese nationalism. Even working in China immediately after Sun's 
death in 1925, the author attempting an untrammelled biography was 
hampered not only by the paucity of reliable data but also, and more 
seriously, by the fact that the Kuomintang had forbidden overt criticism 
of Sun and of his ideas.t The fact that her volume on Sun is still the best 
available nearly thirty years after publication is a tribute both to the 
author's assiduousness and to her empathy for China and the Chinese.t 

The case of Mao Tse-tung is comparable, though not parallel. While 
Sun Yat-sen spent many years outside China, Mao has lived all his life in 
his native land. Even before Mao's demise, the independent Western 
biographeris stopped from sustained access to his subject, and faced with 
the necessity of avoiding both the anti-communist bias prevalent in the 
United States and the lacquered image of Chairman Mao the saviour, now 

• On December 26, 1963, Mao was seventy. I am indebted to the following indi~i
duals who have greatly assisted me with biographical and bibliographical. det~uls 
on Mao: Mrs. Anne B. Clark, East Asian Research Center, Harvard Umvers1ty; 
Mr. Donald W. Klein Union Research Institute, Hong Kong; Dr. Robert H. G. 
Lee, Research Project ~n Men and Politics in Modern China:columbio University; 
and Dr. Stuart R. Schram Foundation Nationale des Sciences Politiques, Paris. 
Selection of data and inte~pretations are my own responsibilily. 

t See Lyon Sharman, "The Lacquered Image and the Biographer, a Pre~~ce/: Sun 
Yat-sen: His Life and Its Meaning (New York: John Day, 1934), pp. vu-xm. 

t Professor Harold Schiffrin of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is preparing a 
new political biography of Sun Yat-sen. The first volume will deal with Sun Yat
sen and the Hsing-chung-hui; a second, with Sun and the T'ung-meng-hui, 
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an integral part of Peking's official mythology. Mr. Edgar Snow, the first 
non-Communist author to introduce Mao to Western rea~ers, a~ well as 
to many Chinese, in 1937, spent several hours with Ma~ ~n Pekm~ three 
years ago. Yet Snow's report on his 1960 visit, though VIVId, adds httle ~o 
the historical record.* Elementary facts remain elusive. Personal detmls 
are vague. The record of the Chinese Communist Party's conquest of 
power, the master's official theories and opinions are set fourth ex postJ_acto 
in his Selected Works and in scattered primary sources, some interviews, 
bits and pieces of evidence and detail: of such materials must the life 
story be reconstructed. It is hardly surprising that no serious political 
biography of Mao now exists, and unlikely that one will be written which 
would satisfy the normal requirements of Western biographical writing.t 

Yet the challenge remains. As was the case with Lyon Sharman and 
Sun Yet-sen, the student of Chinese politics since the May Fourth move
ment1 must either cultivate marginal gardens or come to a reckoning with 
Mao Tse·tung. Like other prominent political figures, Communist and 
non-Communist alike, Mao Tse-tung the man has already blended into 
Mao Tse-tung the legend required for popular consumption. Like other 
successful revolutionary leaders, his biography has already merged with 
the history of the political protest movement through which he rose to 
prominence. Influences have, of course, been reciprocal. Chinese Com
munism has been shaped by distinctive elements in Mao's political 
personality, while Mao's political style has been shaped by the varieties 
of national frustration which nurtured and sustained the Chinese Com
munist movement. As Mao reaches his seventieth birthday, when the 
well-known ·passage in the Analects states that Confucius could follow 
w~at his heart desired without transgressing what was right, it is appro
pnate_ to attempt to place China's current Sage within the context of 
twentieth-century Chinese history. The present essay is a product of 
that efl"ort. 

* ~e ~dgaH Snow, The Other Side of the River: Red China Today (New York: 
an om ousc, (1962), part 2, "Where the Waves Meet," pp. 111-159. 

t The lersonalities and careers or the individuals who have made Soviet Communism 
~~e 1 r ~orb~horoughly documented. In addition to Trotsky's My Life: a11 Attempt 
ltl/f~~nc uto wgraphy (19~0) and his Stalin: 011 Appraisal of the Man and His 
availab e 0941), the followrng dozen books suggest some of the published resources 
Propfle]cA . Is~~~ ~eutscher, Stalin: a Political Biography ( 1949); Deutscher, The 
Trut~ky J/;';~c j929rotsky, 1879-1921 ( 1954); Deutscher, The Prophet Unarmed: 
(196J)· 'L - • . (1959); Deutscher, The Prophet Outcast; Trotsky, 1929-1940 
Myro~ R azhr lfJ~rak,_ The Grand Tactician: Khrushchev's Rise to Power (196q; 
Souvarine ussi I" 1 e( 1~1 ·1·e of Khrushchev (1958); David Shub, Lenin (1948); Bons 
Ge ard W a 111 • 39); D~nald W. Treadgold, Lenin and His Rivals (195?); 
(1947 . alter, Lf!mne (Pans, 1950); Edmund Wilson, To the Finland Stat1011 
chev ), B/ Sertr/~~ D. Wolfe, Three Who Made a Revolution (1948)' Wolfe, Khruslz-

an' Ia Ills Ghost (1957), ' 
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For1native Years 

NoT even the most popular fortune teller in Hunan could have predicted 
on December 26, 1893, that a male child born that day in the village of 
Shao-shan would grow up to have an influence on China greater than that 
of any other Chinese of his generation. Surrounded by low hills, framed 
by bamboo groves and pine trees, Shao-shan lies in the fertile rice
producing heart of central Hunan, some 30 miles west of the county seat 
of Hsiang-t'an. Agriculturally productive and culturally advanced, this 
section of Hunan produced two of nineteenth-century China's outstanding 
scholar-generals, Tseng Kuo-fan and Tso Tsung-t'ang2 , while the peasantry 
of the province contributed soldiers for the Hsiang-chi.in, the well-known 
Hunan army which played a leading role in defeating tl)e Taiping rebels3 

in the 1860s and, later, in suppressing the Mohammedan uprising in 
Kansu and Sinkiang during the 1870s.* 

Family and early influences 

Mao Tse-tung's family background was undistinguished. The tile-roofed 
family house, a museum in China today, is typical of the area, though 
somewhat more spacious than many of its neighbours. Had the later 
Chinese Communist canons of social analysis existed in Hunan in the 
1890s when Mao Tse-tung was a barefooted village boy, his family might 
have been labelled "rich peasant." The father, Mao Shun-sheng, was 
a peasant who had served for a period in the army. When Mao Tse-tung 
was young, his father was a small landowner, by no means prosperous by 

*Tseng Kt!o-fan (1811-72) was a native of Hsiang-hsiang. Tso Tsung-t'ang (1812-85) 
was a native of Hsiang-yin, but lived with his wife's family at Hsiang-t'an from 1832 
until 1844. See the biography of Tseng by Teng Ssu-yu in Arthur W. Hummel (ed.), 
Eminent Chinese of the Clr'ing Period (Washington: 1944), II, 751-756; and that of 
Tso by Tu Lien-che, ibid. II, 762-767. 
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any except Chinese rural standards, who operated a village grain ~usiness 
in addition to tilling the land. A man who had come from nothmg, and 
who had been hammered hard by his heritage, Mao Shun-sheng embodied 
the narrow, grasping prejudices of the poor peasant once removed. 
Rough, autocratic, a tight-fisted tyrant for whom existence was measured 
by the gap between buying cheap and selling dear, he doubtless appeared 
a formidable man to his children. Mao's mother, Wen Ch'i-mei (d. 1919), 
a daughter of the land from a nearby village, was illiterate and super
stitious, but warm and generous with her children. The children were 
four: three sons and a daughter. Mao Tse-tung was the eldest son. His 
younger brothers were Tse-min and Tse-t'an; the sister was Tse-hung. 
All the children survived to adulthood; all became Communists; all 
except Mao Tse-tung met violent deaths. 

Mao Tse-tung had his initial education in the village school at Shao
shan between 1901 and 1906. There he learned his first i'\eographs and 
memorised his first text in the conventional fashion, sometimes attempt
ing at home to quote passages from Confucius, whom his father admired, 
to calm paternal outbursts of temper. At thirteen, Mao left primary 
school and began work on the family farm, labouring in the fields by day 
and keeping accounts for his father in the evening. Like many other 
strong-willed children, Mao early rejected paternal authority. He dis
liked his father, despised his avariciousness, and regularly feuded with 
him. One point of contention centred about Mao's distaste for hauling 
manure, required for fertilizer, and his fondness for reading novels. Like 
countless other schoolboys in China, Mao devoured the San-kuo-chilz 
yen-i (Romance of the Three Kingdoms) and the Shui-lm chuan (Water 
Margin).* These books have enjoyed immense popularity for centuries in 
China, their heroes and episodes well known to virtually all Chinese, 
including the illiterate, through itinerant storytellers and countless plays 
and opera plots based upon the novels. Colourful tales, rich memories of 
past dynasties and heroic deeds, adventure-filled stories of clever strata
gems and righteous rebellion all gripped the young Mao and stirred his 
imagination. During his early adolescence, Mao also liked to read Cheng 
Kuan-ying's Sheng-shih Wei-yen (Words of Waming in a Prosperous 
Age), the influential and eloquent reformist tract which advocated 
industrialisation, improved communications, parliamentary government, 
and newspapers and public libraries for China. 

* For a fresh estimate of t~e~~ b?o.ks, see the paper b~ C. T. Hsia, "Comparative 
Approaches to Water Margm, Y_tatbook of Comparatn:e and General Literature, 
No. 11 (1962), supplement, ~h1rd_ Conference on Onental-Western Literary and 
Cultural Relations, Indiana Umvers1ty, pp. 121-128. 
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FORMATIVE YEARS 

Despite his father's opposition, Mao Tse-tung left the family farm in 
1909, at fifteen, and went to nearby Hsiang-hsiang, home of his mother's 
family, to enter a "modern" school. The T'ung-shan primary school 
offered natural science, in which Mao had no interest, and "Western 
learning,'" which exposed him to some Western history and geography. 
His knowledge of Chinese affairs expanded as he read the writings of 
K'ang Yu-wei and Liang Ch'i -ch'ao\ while a book on great men of the 
Western world introduced him to George Washington, Napoleon, Peter 
the Great, the Duke of Wellington and others. Washington aroused 
Mao•s enthusiasm, since he had demonstrated an admirable combination 
of patriotism and military valour in fighting eight bitter years for his 
country's independence. The American revolution was distant, however; 
that in China was just approaching. Leaving his home district, Mao 
journeyed to Changsha, provincial capital and Hunan's political, intellec
tual and commercial centre. There he became an avid reader of the 
republican Min-li Pao, edited by Yu Yu-jen, and cut off his queue as a 
mark of his anti-Manchu stand. 

Student days at Changsha 

The Wuchang revolt of October 1911, which finally toppled the Ch'ing 
dynasty5, came when Mao was not quite eighteen. Fired with enthusiasm, 
he hastened to Wuchang, but soon returned to Changsha when fighting 
broke out in Hunan. There he served for several months in a volunteer 
corps recruited from the Changsha students. With the agreement of 
January 1912 between Sun Yat-sen and Yuan Shih-k'ai, Mao decided that 
the revolutionary struggle was over, and returned to his books. He 
enrolled briefly in the First Provincial Middle School, and then spent 
several months reading by himself in the Hunan provincial library, a 
profitable period of self-education which exposed Mao to some Western 
political and social thought through Chinese translations, made by Yen 
Fu6 and others, ofT. H. Huxley's EJ•olutioil and Ethics, John Stuart Mill's 
On Liberty, Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations, Darwin's Origin of 
Species and other works. 

Precarious finances, combined with intellectual curiosity, impelled 
Mao to take the examinations for admission to the Hunan Provincial 
First Normal School. The richest school in Changsha, the First Normal 
offered both free tuition, and free board and lodging. Competition for 
entrance was thus keen; and scholastic standards, high. Gaining admission 
in 1913, he spent the next five years as a student in this school, a period 
which was of great importance in Mao's personal development as a 
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student leader.* As the provincial capital, Changsha reflected the conflicts 
between old and new which characterised the early republican period in 
China. A centre of classical learning as early as Sung' times, when the 
great Chu Hsi8 had lectured there, Hunan had long produced traditional 
scholars known both for their personal dedication and for their intellec
tual conservatism. At the same time, Hunan had a reformist tradition, 
a radical outlook which not only permitted examination of new ideas 
but also action based upon new premises. Indeed Hunan produced three 
of the most famous revolutionary leaders of the early twentieth century
~uang Hsing, Sung Chiao-jen and Ts'ai 0-all of whom died or were 
killed while Mao was a student at Changsha.t 

As a young Hunanese patriot during the years of the First World War, 
Ma~ Tse-tung was conscious both of Hunan's fading strength in China's 
natiOnal politics, and of China's failing strength in Asian politics. With 
the appearance of NeiV Youth9 in 1915, Mao rallied enthusiastically to 
C:h'en Tu-hsiu's new journal, attracted both by its bold ideas and by its 
~~orous literary style. Writing from Changsha from the early spring of 

17• Mao contributed his first'significant published article, "A Study of 

* Students at tl p· d · h was a s le Irst Normal School at Changsha urmg t e period when Mao 
Man tudent there included Ts'ai Ho-sen, Liu Shao-ch'i, Jen Pi-shih and Li Li-san. 
entrio~e~rs later, another former fellow student described Mao at the time of his 
ing er c mto ~he school. "To me he always seemed quite an ordinary, normal-look
ncir~a~oh His face was rather large, but his eyes w~re neither large nor penetrating, 
flattish t JY the sly, cunning look sometimes attnbuted to them. His nose was 
quite s an . of~ typical Chinese shape. His ears were well p~oportioned; his mouth, 
his smil:;"~ 11 ,. his teeth! very white and even. Thc;>se g?od white teeth helped to ~1ake 
sincere , q~!te charmmg, so that no one could Imagme that he was not genumcly 
Univer~ity piao-yu, Mao Tse-ttmg a/1{1 I Were Beggars (Syracuse: Syracuse 

ress, I 959), p. 31. 
t Huang Hs· 

movement I!Jg (1874-1916) was one of the foremost leaders of the anti-Manchu 
T_'ung-men 1_n ~~nan .. He joined forces with Sun Yat-s~n in 1905 to form the 
his Part . g hu1, m Which society he ranked next to Sun lumself. Best known for 
commem~n the "Three Twenty-nine" uprising of April 1911 at Canton, later 
organiser rated by the Kuomintang as the Huang-hua-kang revolt, Huang was the 
and figur ~nd leader of many other uprisings during the first decade of the century 
tion" of f913Prominently in the revolt of October 1911 and in the "Second Rcvolu~ 
Huang Hs· · He died at Shanghai on October 31, 1916. See Chun-tu Hsueh 

tng and the Chinese Revolution (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1961 ): 
Sung Ch· . . . . 

revolutiona Jao-Jen (1882-1913) was also a promment figure m the an!J-Manchu 
in .1905. An ryd m~>Vement and on~ of the founding members of the T'ung-meng-hui 
Spirit behind t mirer of western-style parliamentary go-.:e~nment, Sl!ng was the guiding 
party, the 0 · ~e reorganisation of the T'ung-meng-h~i mto a parha~entary political 
assassinatio~1tnat Kuomintang, of which he was actm_g general director until his 

, . Y agents of Yuan Shih-k'ai at Shanghai on March 22, 1913. 
Ts ai 0 0882 1 I . . 

his most celebc - 916) was a leader of the 1911 revo. utJOn m Yunnan. and played 
military forces rat~d role in the early republi~an penod ~s l~a~~r of the Yunnan 
Ts'ai died of illwhic~ rose in armed revolt agamst Yuan sh1h-k a1 m December 1915. 

ness 1n Tokyo on November 8, 1916. 
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Athletics," to New Yowll.* Product of a period when Mao was an ardent 
physical culturist (an interest which was itself of Western influence), the 
essay was notable for its spirit of elemental nationalism. Its objective 
was to propose a series of athletic exercises which, through stimulating a 
new national ethic blending civil and military virtues, would remedy 
China's weakness. Mao objected to Confucianism because of its emphasis 
on family loyalty at the expense of national patriotism and its deprecation 
of military virtues, yet he cited the eminent Hunanese scholar-official, 
Tseng Kuo-fan, as an outstanding example of a worthy Chinese statesman 
who maintained bodily fitness. 

Mao's central emphasis, iike that of most other patriotic students of 
the period, was nationalism. At the same time, he was seeking a broader 
intellectual foundation for his mood of social protest, and was influenced 
by liberal-minded faculty members at the First Normal School, including 
Hsu T'e-lit and Yang Ch'ang-chi. Yang Ch'ang-chi, whose daughter 
Mao was later to marry, was a respected scholar known locally as "Con
fucius." A native of Changsha, J:Iunan, Yang had spent about ten years 
studying abroad, in Japan, England and Germany, after the turn of the 
century.t Though he styled l1imself a neo-Kantian idealist, and was 
vigorous in criticising Confucianism and in rejecting many conventional 
Chinese behaviour patterns, Yang was nevertheless unable to evade the 

* Written in the old Chinese literary style, this article, "T'i-yu chih yen-chiu" 
appeared in the issue of April I, 1917 (Vol. Ill, No. 2). Mao signed it with 'a 
pseudonym, •erh-shih-pa-hua sheng" (the man of twenty-eight strokes), based on 
the fact that his name, Mao Tse-tung, is composed of twenty-eight strokes in 
Chinese writing. Stuart R. Schram has prep:tred a full translation of this article 
with critical introduction and Chinese text, in Mao Ze-dong, "Une Etude de L'tdu: 
cation physique" (Paris: Mouton, 1962). 

t Hsu T'c-li (b. 1~76) is. the eldest ?f the "elde!.s" of the <;:hinese Communist Party, 
the group also mcludmg Tung Pt-wu, Wu Yu-chang, Hsteh Chueh-ts'ai and the late 
Lin Po-ch'ii. On the occasion of Hsu T'e-li's sixtieth birthday in 1936, Mao Tse-tung 
paid the conventional Chinese respects to his hsie_n-.slteng . . "Twen~y years ago, you 
were my teacher. You arc my teacher now and 1t IS certam that m the future you 
will continue to be my teacher." See Peking Review, No. 17, April27, 1962. 

t The significance of personal connections in republican China is suggested by the
pattern of relations linking Yang Ch'ang-chi, Mao Tse-tung, and Chang Shih-chao 
(1881-) venerable Hunanese educator and journalist. Yang Ch'ang-chi had travelled 
abroad, first to Japan (1902) and later to England (1908), with his eld~r brother 
Yang Shou-jen, who had been closely associated with Chang Shih-chao in organising 
patriotic student associations during the final years of the Ch'ing period. When 
Yang Shou-jen committed suicide in England in May_ 1911 by jumping into the sea, 
Chang Shih-chao assumed responsibility for his. bu~1al. Years later! when Chang 
travelled to north China in 1949 to represent Nankmg m the final, aborttve peace talks 
with the Communists, he decided to remain in Communist territory after the break
down of the negotiations. Chang Shih-chao was. of course, well-known to Mao 
personally. and has occupied a special position at Pekin!f since Mao gained power. 
Richard C. Howard assisted me in sorting out thts web of relationships and 
obligations. 
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MAO TSE·TUNG 

ethical currents inherent in China's great tradition. His thought was 
dominated by two major themes: individual autonomy and self
realisation, and responsibility to society. Under Yang Ch'ang-chi's 
instruction, the students absorbed some Western ethical theory as well as 
a solid grounding in nco-Confucianism and the ideas of the late Ch'ing 
thinkers. The Western book which most influenced Mao at this period 
was Friedrich Paulsen's System of Ethics, translated into Chinese by 
Ts'ai Yuan-p'ei and used by Yang Ch'ang-chi as a textbook.* At the 
same time, the students absorbed substantial doses of traditional Chinese 
values, notably emphasis on self-discipline, patriotism and resistance to 
alien rule. Mao was Yang Ch'ang-chi's favourite student in ethics, and 
once wrote an essay on "The Power of the Mind" (Hsin chih li), for 
which Yang awarded him the maximum mark of 100 with a special add
ed "plus 5." 

The impact of Yang Ch'ang-chi's socially-oriented individualism 
affected Mao's extracurricular activities as well as his classroom work. 
From 1915 to 1918, Mao was an officer in the Changsha student associa
tion: secretary from 1915 to 1917, and general director during 1917-18. 
In the summer of 1917, Mao began efforts to form a new and more dis
ciplined student organisation in Changsha dedicated to "strengthening 
China through strengthening Chinese youth." Ts'ai Ho-sen, a fellow 
student at the Normal School who was three years older than Mao, 
played a leading role in this effort, and the association, the New People's 
Study Society (Hsin min hsueh hui), held its first meeting at the residence 
of the Ts'ai family in Changsha on April 18, 1918.t As news of the work
study programme sponsored by several older Kuomintang leaders with 
European connectionst reached Changsha, the New People's Study 
Society responded by sending Ts'ai Ho-sen to Peking in June 1918 to 
reconnoitre the situation. 

Mao as radical nationalist 

After five years at the Normal School, Mao graduated in June 1918. 
During the summer, Ts'ai Ho-sen wrote back to Changsha suggesting that 

* Paulsen's System der Ethik, a neo-Kantian work, appeared in several editions in 
(~erman. Ts'ai Yuan-p'ei's Chinese translation of the work, Ltm-li-hsueh yuan-/i 

ommerc!al Press, 1913), rJn to about 100,000 character~, and Mao's marginal 
no.tes ~Jn h1s own copy ran to over 12,000 characters. See Li Ju1, Mao Tse-tmzg T'ung
~11/z. 1! r:h'u-clz'i Ko-ming Huo-tung (Comrade Mao Tse-tmzg's Early Re1•o/utionary 

CIIVItzes) (Peking: Chung-kuo Ch'ing-nien Ch'u-pan-she, 1957), p. 40. 

t ~{Chow Tse-tsung, The May Fourth Movement: lnte/lectua/ Revolution in Modem 
una (Cambridge: Harvard University Pr.!ss, 1960), p. 74. 

:j: Notably ChangJen-chieh, Li Shih-tseng and Ts'ai Yuan-p'ei, 

8 



FORMATIVE YEARS 

more members of the New People's Study Society should go to Peking to 
begin study of the French language; while Yang Ch'ang-chi, who had 
been invited to teach at Peking University, also advised Mao to come. 
In September 1918, then nearly twenty-five, Mao left Changsha for his 
first extended journey outside Hunan. On his initial stay at Peking 
during the winter of 1918-19, Mao, impecunious but eager, 
encountered a broader and more complex intellectual world than 
that which Changsha had offered. Through Yang Ch'ang-chi, Mao 
gained an introduction to Li Ta-chao,10 who had recently been appointed 
chief librarian at Peking University. In contrast to most of his academic 
colleagues, Li Ta-chao's influence on the student generation of that 
period was due not only to his writings and lectures, but also to his 
willingness to lend a sympathetic ear to the personal problems of indivi
dual students. When Mao appeared in straitened circumstances, Li 
Ta-chao arranged for his employment as a clerk in the university library. 
Like many other youths, Mao was deeply influenced by Li Ta-chao's 
dedication. to the vision of a new, self-reliant China and by his personal 
thoughtfulness. Mao also met Ch'en Tu-hsiu11 and Hu Shih/2 but failed to 
gain their attention. After spending the winter in the north, working and 
auditing some courses at Peking University, Mao went to Shanghai in 
the early spring of 1919, travelling with Hunanese fellow students prepar
ing to embark for France in the work-study programme. Though assist
ing in the preparations, Mao did not accompany the group abroad. While in 
Shanghai, he received word that his mother was ill and had gone to 
Changsha for medical treatment. Mao thus left Shanghai in April and 
returned to Hunan to look after his mother, who died shortly thereafter. 

In the spring of 1919, Changsha was affected by the" outburst of 
the May Fourth movement, and Mao, responding to the stimulus provided 
by the patriotic demonstrations at Peking, turned again to mobilise the 
Hunan students.* The situation provided Mao, then only an obscure 
normal school graduate, with new opportunities for action, influence and 
increased prestige; and stamped him as a man of the May Fourth genera
tion, though by no means a typical representative. In July 1919, Mao 
founded the Hsiang-chiang P'ing-!tm (Hsiang Rh•er Review) a short
lived but well-written magazine published by the Hunan student union 
and modelled after the Mei-chou P'ing-lun (Weekly Review) edited by 
Li Ta-chao in Peking. Advocating "democracy and new culture," the 

*See Chou Shih-chao, "My Recollections of Chairman Mao Tse-tung in Changsha 
before and after the May Fourth Movement," Peking Kung-je11 Jih pao, April 20, 
1959, translated in Su/'l'ey of Chi11a Mainland Press (SCMP) (Hong Kong: U.S. 
Consulate-General), No. 2011, May 12, 1959, pp. 1-14. 
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Hsiang River Review attained national recognition among the young 
intellectuals as it gained local disfavour among the Changsha authorities.* 
Between 1918 and 1920, Hunan province was controlled by Chang Ching
yao, a Peiyang warlord13 of the Anhwei faction who governed tyrannically, 
executed freely, and was thoroughly hated by the Hunanese. As leader 
of the New People's Study Society and editor of the Hsiang Ri~·er Re1•iew, 
Mao was violently opposed to Chang Ching-yao. He expressed these 
opposition views, anti-imperialist and anti-militarist, in the Re1•iew during 
the summer of 1919t and, later, in the journal Hsin Hzman,u another 
student organ. Both magazines were banned by the authorities. Lenin, 
wh~. understood much of doctrinal questions, would have viewed Mao's 
~ohbcal position in 1919 as primitive; Chang Ching-yao, who understood 
httle of ideological matters, nevertheless recognised that the students and 
~achers in Cbangsha constituted a principal opposition force to his rule. 

hus, When the anti-Chang drive took overt form in a general student 
~~rike in December 1919, Chang Ching-yao banned the student publica
Ions and suppressed the Hunan student association. 

Conversion to Marxism 

st d Finding it too dangerous to remain at Changsba, Mao then led a 
0 u ~~t delegation to Peking to elicit support for the anti-Chang cause. 
T: I~ second trip to the north, Mao arrived at Peking in January 1920. 
a at ~~urney was of lasting significance, since Mao Tse-tung gained both 
w_P~htx_cai creed and a fiancee. In Peking, he renewed his acquaintance 
teit 1 'Yang K'ai-hui, daughter of Yang Ch'ang~chi, his former Changsha 

ac ler Wh k' U · · + I I I' · Sph . 0 Was then professor at Pe mg mversity.+ n t 1e po I!Ical 
arr·ere, Lx Ta-chao again proved to be a major personal influence. On 

IVai at P k' • ' Ch' A · t' for . e mg, Mao joined the Young ma ssocia 1on, a group 
llled In mid-1919 by Tseng Ch'i,t5 Li Ta-chao, and others to mobilise 

•Though . . . . . 
I 919 be~ the .Hstallg Ril•er Review published ·only five 1ssues dunn¥ the summer of 
Ssu-nie ore It was suppressed, young Chinese intellectuals at Pekmg _such as Fu 
Period. n and Lo Chia-lun viewed it as one of the h~lf-doz~n best maga~me~ of that 
Pp. 99-I ftao, as chief editor, wrote most of the art1cles h1mself. See L1 JUI, op. cit., 

t • and Chow Tse-tsung The May Fourth mo1•ement, p. 348, note c. 
Mao's . ' 
PUbiishe~aJo~ contribution was a long article, "The Great Union of the People," 
Which th senany in three issues (July 21-August 4, 1919). There he expressed views 
or the ough anti-imperialist and anti-militarist, were not yet Marxist. Mao wrote 
struggle Wdkers and peasants, and declared ~Js suppo~t for the method of political 
revolutio~ vocated by "the German, Marx. But h1s references to the Bolshevik 
Weak.enin ~ss~ssed it, not as a model, bu~ rat~er as~ blow to the European powers 

+ y g hell" Position in Asia. See LI JUI, op. elf., pp. 103-104. 
+ ang Ch'a .. 

ng-ch, d1ed at Peking on January 17, 1920. 
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patriotic opposition to Tuan Ch'i-jui's pro-Japanese government.* As 
Li Ta-chao moved left-ward in his political thinking, Mao follwed him, 
reading the Communist A1anifesto for the first time in Chinese translation 
and exploring the elementary tenets of historical materialism. Having 
begun the process of conversion under Li Ta-chao's tutelage, Mao wentto 
Shanghai in May 1920, his main objective being to coordinate activities 
of the Hunanese student delegations working to overthrow Chang Ching
yao. In Shanghai, Mao was in dire financial straits, but nevertheless used 
the opportunity to talk with Ch'en Tu-hsiu, then at the centre of a cluster 
of young self-styled Marxists, Socialists and anarchists whose enthusiasm 
often exceeded their political consistency. Mao's conversations with 
Ch'en Tu-hsiu were crucial in his movement toward communism, and 
Mao himself later stated that these talks "deeply impressed me at what 
was probably a critical period in my life."t 

Chang Ching-yao was finally forced out of Hunan in June 1920, 
primarily because of friction between the Chihli and Anhwei factions of 
the Peiyang warlords.t With Chang's flight, Mao returned to Hunan in 
July 1920, seeking practical employment and opportunities for political 
organisation. That autumn, in an attempt to restore the Hunan educa
tional system which had suffered seriously under Chang Ching-yao's rule, 
T'an Yen-k'aP6 appointed Yi P'ei-chi to head the First Normal School at 
Changsha. Yi, a local scholar who had previously taught Chinese at the 
school, carried out a thoroughgoing reform of its faculty, bringing in new 
teachers, many of them graduates of Peking universities with liberal views 
inherited from the May Fourth movement. Yi invited Mao Tse-tung, who 
had formerly been a student under him, to teach Chinese literature and 
to head the primary school attached to the Normal School. Mao held that 
post until the winter of 1921-22. Simultaneously, he began to develop 
channels for distributing materials on communism to the students. One 
major outlet for this distribution was the Culture Bookstore (Wen-hua 
Shu-tien), established at Changsha in September 1920 and similar to the 

*Chang Wen-t'icn also joined the Young China Association at the same time as Mal?. 
Sec Shao-nien Clumg-kuo, February 15, 1920, p. 66. Conrad Brandt brought this 
reference to my attention. 

t Sec Edgar Snow, Red Star over China (New York: Modern Library edition, 1944), 
p. 157. A useful edition of Mao's story as reported by Snow is The Autobiography 
of Mao Tse-ttmg {Canton: Truth Book Company, second revised edition, 1949); this 
volume gives the English text, accompanied by Chinese annotations giving personal 
and place names, as well as explanations of phrases used by Mao. 

~Chinese patriots later assassinated Chang Ching-yao at Peiping on the groun4 ~ha,t 
he was in the employ of the Japanese. He died on May 7, 1933. 



MAO TSE-TUNG 

bookshop operated at Wuchang during the same period by Yun Tai-ying 
and other young Hupeh radicals.* 

Deliberately and decisively, Mao moved toward Marxism and toward 
marriage.t Yang K'ai-hui, with whom he had renewed his acquaintance 
in Peking the preceding winter, had now returned to Changsha, and she 
and Mao were married in the autumn of 1920, a union which lasted until 
her execution ten years later.t In the political sphere, Mao became 
increasingly outspoken. When Bertrand Russell, visiting Changsha in 
1920, excoriated the Bolshevik dictatorship in Russia and advocated an 
evolutionary approach to socialism through education and economic 
reform, Mao vigorously opposed Russell's views, and argued that political 
power should be seized by force if necessary. In October 1920, Mao 
received from Peking the charter of the Socialist Youth League, precursor 
of the Chinese Communist Party, and instructions for establishment of a 
branch in Hunan. With Ho Shu-heng, who had remained in Changsha in 
charge of the affairs of the New People's Study Society whileTs'ai Ho-seni7 

and Mao were absent, Mao personally recruited the more radical mem
?ers of the society and formed a branch of the Youth League at Changsha 
10 January 1921. Just turned twenty-seven, Mao had ended his early 
questing. To his new family responsibilities, he had added an uncertain 
career as political evangeli:.t. 

*TheN . 
ahonaJ" t 

tAt age fi ' 18 8 suppressed the Culture Bookstore at Changsha in 1927. 
nev · ourteen M · · Cl · " · er hved w·th' ao had been mamed m the uncse 1ashwn at Shao-shan. He 

+A I the . I + n altern t" gJr . 
Inter, in :h~v\~· view su~gests that Mao and Yang K'ai-bui were married a year 

Inter of l92t. 
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Years of Trial 

THOUUH Mao had come to his vocation, advancement came slowly. 
Peking's hagiographers in recent years have deemed it fortunate that Mao 
Tse-tung was one of the dozen individuals present at the historic gathering 
which organised several fragmented nuclei into a Chinese Communist 
Party. Mao and Ho Shu-heng, his venerable colleague in the New 
People's Study Society since 1918, were the two individuals from Hunan 
who made the trip to Shanghai to attend the small meeting in July 1921 
now labelled the First National Congress of the Communist Party of 
China.* Of the dozen delegates present, only Tung Pi-wu from Hupeh, 
in addition to Mao himself, survived to hold high office at Peking after 
1949:t 

* Delegates to the first Congress included: 
From Peking: Chang Kuo-t'ao, Liu Jcn-ching. 
From Shanghai: Li Ta, Li Han-chun. 
From Canton: Ch'en Kung-po. 
From Wuhan: Tung Pi-wu, Ch'en T'an-ch'iu. 
From Changsha: Mao Tse-tung, Ho Shu-heng. 
From Tsinan: Wang Chin-mei, Teng En-ming. 
Representing Chinese in Japan: Chou Fo-hai. 

C. Martin Wilbur (ed.), The Communist Mo1•ement in China, an Essay Writ1e~1 ill 
1924 by Ch'e11 Kung-po (New York: Columbia University, East Asian Institute 
Series, No.7, 1960), provides a full discussion of data bearing upon the first Co_ng
ress (pp. 14-29) and texts of the only documents apparently extant from that meet mg. 
Ch'en. T'an-ch'iu (Ch'cn Pan-tsu) ha~ given an acco'!nt in his "Reminiscenc~s of 
the F1rst Congress of the Commumst Party of Chma," Communist Intemaliollf!l 
(New York), XIII, October 1936, pp. 1361-1366. Tung Pi-wu's account, "The Mam 
Problems of the First National Congress," appeared in the Peking People's Daily 
(Jen-min Jih-pao) on June 30 1961, and was translated in SCMP No. 2545, July 
26, 1961, pp. 1-5. • 

l Sec .1-Io~va~~ L. Boorman, "Tung Pi-wu: a Political Profile," scheduled for P'!bl!
catJOn m "llle China Quarterly. Li Ta (1889- ), who later became one of Chma s 
foremost academic interprctel's of Marxism, has also survived, but he left the 
Communist Party early. 
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Western students of Asian radicalism have not yet untangled the 
pattern of protest which began with that clandestine gathering of a dozen 
intellectual heretics at Shanghai in 1921 and culminated in the establish
ment of the Central People's Government at Peking twenty-eight years 
later. The story of the Chinese Communist movement during its long 
insurgency phase commands attention both as history and as human 
drama: the journalist's delight and the scholar's nightmare. Despite the 
movement's complexity, the circumstances of its birth and the condititions 
of its early years were not di!;similar to those which have bred other 
radical movements in Asia and elsewhere.* Urban, intense and intellec
tual, the young Chinese Communist Party was dominated by unrealistic 
Comintern policies, riven with factionalism, and remote from the central 
social fact that the China of the 1920s was a politically fragmented and 
technologically primitive country, overwhelmingly peasant in population. 
Between 1921 and 1935, the party's performance was unspectacular ; its 
political leadership unimpre3sive. From 1921 to 1927, when he was 
jettisoned to atone for Moscow's misunderstanding of the politics of 
revolution in China, Ch'en Tu-hsiu, distinguished iconoclast of the May 
Fourth movement and guiding figure in the modern Chinese literary 
revolt, served as general secretary of the party. Though Ch'en's 
intellectual stature helped to maintain party unity, the situation was less 
satisfactory after his political demise. From 1927 to 1935, top leadership 
wa~ successively held by Ch'ii Ch'iu-pai,1s Li Li-san19 (during the 1928-30 
penod when Hsiang Chung-fa was nominally general secretary) and three 
young Moscow-trained "returned students": Ch'en Shao-yii (Wang 
Ming),2° Ch'in Pang-hsien (Po Ku)21 and Chang Wen-t'ien (Lo Fu)22• 

Communist organiser in Hunan 

. Following the 1921 meeting in Shanghai, Mao returned to Hunan, 
W~tch was his primary area of action until 1927, when he moved to 
K~angsi. After 1921 he attended only two party congresses, the Third 
(1923) and the Fiftl; (1927), prior to gaining top position in the party 
command. From 1921 to 1923 Mao served as secretary of the Hunan . ' 
provt~cial branch of the party, beginning the arduous task of building an 
orgamsational structure; disseminating the Marxist gospel; and labouring, 

* Yet Communist Parties like individual Communists, are products not only of their 
fhJ:rna_I environments' but also of their innate endowments. For veri.fication. of 
in c!'h~mt, one need only consider the varying fortunes of the Commumst P~riJes 
and p ma, Japan and India during the past (our decades. See.Rod~er Swcarmgen 

d au( Langer Reel Flag ;11 Japan (Cambndge: Harvard Umvers1ty Press, 1952), 
ITniv~:sf!e D. Ov~rstreet and Marshall Windmiller, Communism in India (Berkeley· 

lty of California Press, 1959). 
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in accordance with Comintern guidance and conventional theory, to 
organise urban workers and miners for political purposes. As an organi
sational and personnel base, Mao relied heavily on the radical wing of the 
New People's Study Society, which formed most of the initial membership 
of the Hunan provincial branch of the Chinese Communist Party. At the 
same time, Mao maintained contact with the Study Society comrades who 
had gone to France, corresponding regularly with Ts'ai Ho-sen and his 
sister, Ts'ai Ch'ang, who were at the College de Montargis south of Paris 
in the early 1920s. At Changsha, the fact that Mao, Ho Shu-heng and 
others were directly involved in educational work permitted them to 
utilise these channels to distribute materials on Marxism to local students. 
Paradoxically, an important centre was the Wang Fu-chih Study Society 
(Ch'uan-shan Hsueh-she), an institute founded by Hunan scholars in the 
early years of the republic for study of the works of the outstanding 
Hunanese nationalist and classical scholar of the seventeenth century.* 
Government-supported and directed by traditional scholars,t the Wang 
Fu-chih Study Society granted Mao permission to use its facilities for the 
establishment of a Marxist study ·group and dissemination of Marxist 
literature from 1921 to 1923. During the same period, Mao began work 
as labour organiser in Hunan, and in November 1922 was elected head of 
the Hunan branch of the China Trade Union Secretariat, headed by 
Chang Kuo-t'ao at Shanghai.t Liu Shao-ch'i was then also working as 
labour organiser in Hunan, and in September 1922 Liu led and won an 
important strike in the Anyuan coalfields on the Hunan-Kiangsi border. 
Communist successes led the provincial authorities to turn to general 
suppression of labour unions. Chao He~g-t'i, then provincial governor, 
issued a mandate for Mao's arrest, and Mao made a precipitate departure 
for Shanghai in April 1923. 

Having missed the Second National Congress in Shanghai in July 
1922, reportedly because he failed to find the meeting place, Mao did 
attend the Third National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party at 
Canton in June 1923. There he was elected for the first time to member
ship on the Party's Central Committee, and was appointed director of 

*Wang Fu-chih (hao: Ch'uan-shan, 1619-92). See biography by Ch'i Ssu-ho in 
Hummel (ed.), Eminent Cllinese of tire Ch'ing Period, II, 817-819. Founded in the 
early years of the republic, the Wang Fu-chih Institute was a centre of anti-Yuan 
Shih-k'ai sentiment in 1914-15. Mao often attended lectures there while a student 
at the First Normal School. 

tHo Shu-heng was a member of the Institute, and later its director. 

t The most important Western-language study covering labour developments in this 
period is Jean Chesneaux, Le mom•ement om•rier Chinois de 1919 ci 1927 (Paris: 
Mouton, 1962). 
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its organisation department, following'Chang Kuo-t'ao in that position. 
During this early period of the Chinese Communist movement, Moscow's 
political policies toward China were based upon the decisions of the 
Second Comintern Congress of 1920 regarding the revolution in under
developed countries, and thus upon the analyses of Lenin, who had con
ceived and developed the concept that Asian nationalism could be a 
useful ally of the Western proletariat in the common struggle against 
imperialism and capitalism. Lenin's theory stipulated that there should 
be an alliance between the proletarian (i. e., Communist) revolution and 
the nationalist revolt against imperialism in "the East," but failed to 
define the precise form in which that alliance should be implemented. 

United front with the Kuomintang 

In China, this general theory was translated into an alliance between 
the infant Chinese Communist Party and the Kuomintang. Previously, 
Sun Yat-sen had looked to the Western powers and to Japan for assis
tance in attaining his political and military objectives; but their continued 
refusal to consider his pleas had embittered his attitude toward these 
nations, an~ by 1922 he was prepared to accept support wherever l~e 
could fin~ It. That summer, when approached by Russian agents m 
Shangha1, Sun agreed to co-operate with the Chinese Communist Party 
to the extent of permitting individual Communists to join the Kuomin
tan_g. In August 1922, a special plenum of the Central Committee of the 
Chmese Communist Party, meeting at Hangchow under the guidance of 
Comintern representative Maring, confirmed the Communist decision to 
co-operate with the Kuomintang and stated that "part of the Party 
members" should join the Kuomintang "in their personal capacity."* 
The g~neral terms of co-operation between the Soviet Union and the 
Kuomm~ang were confirmed in a joint manifesto of January 26, 1923, 
after Which details of the new alliance, as well as plans for reorganisation 
of the Kuomintang, were worked out in subsequent discussions between 
Adolf Joffe23 and Sun Yat-sen's trusted lieutenant, Liao Chung-k'ai. When 
~he reorganised Kuomintang held its First National Congress at Canton 
m January 1924, three Communists who concurrently held Kuomintang 
membership were elected as members of the Central Executive Commit
tee; Mao Tse-tung and five other Communists were elected alternate 
members.t Retroactively, the editors of Mao's Selected Works state that 

* See Ho Kan-chih, A History of tlze Modem Chinese Re1•olution (Peking: Foreign 
Languages Press, 1959), p. 67. 

t Commu~ists electe~ to membership on the first Central Executive Committee of the 
reorgamsed Kuof!lm~ang in January 1924 were: T'an P'ing-sh.an, Li Ta.-chao a~~ 
Yu She-te. The SIX Communists elected to alternate membership were: Lm Po-ch u, 
Mao Tse-tung Yu Fang-chou, Ch'ii Ch'iu-pa i, Han Lin-fu and Chang Kuo-t'ao. 
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he "played a great role in launching the Kuomintang on the revolutionary 
path" in 1924. Actually, Mao was still a subordinate actor. Some 
sources state that leftist elements in the Chinese Communist Party criti
cised Mao for excessively enthusiastic collaboration with the Nationalists, 
and labelled him "Hu Han-min's21 secretary'' when he worked under Hu 
in the organisation department of the Kuomintang. In any event, Mao 
played that role but briefly. Toward the end of 1924, he became ill, 
returned to Hunan to convalesce, and thus was not present at Shanghai in 
January 1925, when the Chinese Communists held their Fourth Congress. 

Official sources on Mao Tse-tung now state that "from 1925-27 he 
was mainly active in the peasant movement." Mao did press the organisa
tion of peasant associations in central Hunan during the early months of 
1925, and was involved in the sympathy strike at Changsha following the 
May 30 incident, when police fired on Chinese in the International 
Settlement at Shanghai. Chao Heng-t'i's repressive measures then again 
forced Mao in June 1925 to flee to Canton, whert! for the second time he 
worked with the Kuomintang apparatus. In January 1926, when the 
reorganised Kuomintang held its second National Congress, dominated 
by Wang Ching-wei25 and the Kuomintang Left, seven Communists were 
elected to the thirty-six-man Central Executive Committee of that party; 
Mao Tse-tung, along with Tung Pi-wu, Teng Ying-ch'ao and others,26 was 
elected to alternate membership.* In 1926 Mao served as acting director 
of the propaganda department of the Kuomintang, and served as editor of 
Cheng-chih Chou-pao (Political Week~p). There his duties brought him 
into contact with Liu Ya-tzu, Kiangsu classical scholar, poet and 
founder of the Southern Society, a prominent literary association of the 
early republican period devoted to upholding traditional forms; and the 
two men continued a literary friendship for many years.t In March 1926, 
Mao produced his· Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society, a critique 
of the Kuomintang-Communist united front and an attack on the 
intlunential anti-Communist books written by Tai Chi-t'ao in 1925, The 
National Re1•o/ution and the Kuomintang and The Philosophical Founda
tions of the Doctrine of Sun Yat-sen. Though Ch'en Tu-hsiu reportedly 
refused to have the essay printed in the Chinese Communist Party journal, 

*Communists elected to membership on the second Central Executive Committee of 
the Kuomintang in January 1926 were: T'an P'ing-shan, Lin Po-ch'ii, Li Ta-chao, 
Yu Shu-te, Wu Yii-chang, Yang P'ao-an and Yun Tai-ying. 

tAn adherent of the left wing of the Kuomintang, Liu Ya-tzu (1887-1958) was elected 
to membership on the Central Supervisory Committee of the Kuomintang at the 
Second National Congress iri 1926 and was active for a time in the party's propa
ganda department. See Mao's two poems, "To Mr. Liu Ya-tse" and "Reply to 
Mr. Liu Ya-tse," in Mao Tse tung, Ni11etee11 :Poem.v (P"k;ing: Foreign Languages 
Press, 1958), pp. 24-26. 

17 



MAO TSE-TUNG 

Mao published it in the second issue of Chung-kuo Nung-min (The 
Chinese Peasant) at Canton. It is now the first text included in the 
official canon of Mao Tse-tung's Selected Works. 

Mao's key post at Canton in 1926 was director of the National Peasant 
Movement Institute, a school supervised by the peasant department of 
the Kuomintang* and the chief centre for training peasant cadres.t 
Though rising tensions were already apparent in the alliance between 
the apparatus of international communism and the forces of indigenous 
nationalism, plans nevertheless developed steadily during the early 
months of 1926 for the launching of the Northern Expedition. The 
Nationalist programme called for a drive northward through Hunan 
and Hupeh to strike at Wu P'ei-fu, who was viewed as the major enemy.t 
To assist this drive, many students trained under Mao at the Peasant 
Movement Institute at Canton were sent to the countryside, some in 
K wangtung but mostly to other provinces, to mobilise poor peasants, 
organise peasant associations, and serve as guides and assistants to the 
National Revolutionary Army. With the beginning of the Northern 
Expedition in the summer of 1926, Mao moved to Shanghai to direct the 
committee in the central Communist Party apparatus designed to deal 
with the peasantry. He then returned to Hunan, and spent the period 
from about August 1926 to May 1927 working directly with the peasants. 
On December 20, speaking at Changsha to the Hunan assembly of peasant 
and worker representatives he stated that the peasant problem was the 
central issue in the national revolution. Without a solution of the peasant 
problem, Mao's view was that it was impossible to deal with the problems 
of anti-imperialism, anti-warlordism, or the development of industry and 
trade.§ 

1927: year of decision 

As 1927 was a watershed in recent Chinese political history, so was it 
also a crucial year in the political career of Mao Tse-tung. In January of 
that year, the Chinese Communists were allied with the Nationalists and 

*The peasant department of the Kuomintang was then headed by Lin Po-ch'ii 
(1882-1960), a fellow Communist from Hunan. 

t Other C~.mmunists who lectured at the Institute in 1926 inculded P'eng P'ai, Li Li
~~; Ch'u Ch_'iu-pai, Yun Tai-ying, Hsiao Ch'u-nu and Ch'en Tu-hsiu's two sons, 

en Yen-men and Ch'en Ch'iao-nien. 

tTte i11_1oortance: attached to Hunan province is indic.ated by the fact that three of 
t e ~rght armres comprising the National Revolutwn~ry Army under Chiang Kai
shek s ove~all command were led by Hunanese: Tan Yen-k'ai (Second Army) 
Ch'eng Ch'ren (Sixth Army) and T'bang Sheng-chih (Eighth Army). ' 

§See Li Jui, op. cit., p. 260. 
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reasonably confident of their future; by December, their party structure 
had been virtually decimated. At the beginning of 1927, Mao Tse-tung 
was in Hunan surveying rural conditions in his native Hsiang-t'an and 
four adjacent hsien*; at the year's end, he was an outlaw guerrilla leader 
in a mountain hideout on the Hunan-Kiangsi border. Rural realities 
dominated the year for Mao, though he viewed them in a perspective 
different from that of more prominent political leaders of that time. In 
March 1927, Mao published his Report of an lm•estigation into the 
Peasant Movement in Hunan, a report based on several years of practical 
experience in the Communist movement, and laying dominant stress on 
the role of the peasants in the revolution. A significant element in the 
military successes of the Northern Expedition during the last half of 
1926 had been preliminary organisational and propaganda work among 
the peasantry, work in which Mao had been directly involved. His March 
1927 report understandably emphasised the peasantry as the "leading 
force" in the Chinese revolution and focused attention on "correct use" 
of the peasant organisations. In comparing the relative weighted impor
tance of rural and urban components, Mao's tactical estimate in 1927 was 
that the peasants in the countryside rated 70 per cent. while the urban 
workers plus the military forces would rate only 30 per cent. 

Mao's Hunan report has evoked extended and acrimonious debate 
among Western scholars of Chinese communism over the problem of 
what the document reveals of Mao's relation to the doctrinal authority of 
Lenin and to the organisational authority of Mosc:nv in the world Com
munist movement. Lenin, long before Mao Tse-tung, had gone far in 
analysing the role of the peasantry in a Communist-type revolution in the 
underdeveloped countries. At the same time, the general tone and the 
specific emphasis of Mao's 1927 report were distinctive in forecasting 
the type of political revolution which Mao :was to lead in the Chinese 
countryside in substantial isolation from the Kremlin. In 1927, Mao 
was. incapable of providing a thorough analysis, in Marxist-Leninist 
categories, of what both instinct and experience told him would be the 
inexorable course of revolution in China. Yet he recognised that the poor 
peasants were in fact the most deprived class in the country. As a 
ranking member of both Communist Party and Kuomintang, Mao was 
appealing to the leaders of both parties to appreciate the fact that social 
revolution, though it required elite leadership, is ultimately generated by 
mass discontent. In part, Mao's 1927 report, as the work of a vigorous 
Young Communist unhampered by deep knowledge of Marxist theory, 
reflected doctrinalimmaturity rather than political heresy. Mao's empha-

• Hsiang-hsiang, Heng-shan, Li-ling and Changsha. 
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S• h b 11• us potential of the poor peasantry was to become a 
IS upon t e re e 10 . . . 

Sal. t h t · t"c of his political style as he rose to leaderslup m the 1en c arac ens 1 
Chinese Communist PartY· 

That rise to top command was, of course, far from predestined. In 
the spring of 1927 Mao went to Wuhan to present his report on the 
Hunan peasant O:ovement to the Fifth National Congress of the party, 
held during late April and early May. The Congress did not adopt his 
proposals. Despite strong personal reservations, despite Chiang Kai
shek's violent anti-Communist coup at Shanghai in April, Ch'en Tu-hsiu 
was still attempting to sustain a coalition with the Kuomintang, important 
elements of which were naturally opposed to any radical programme of 
land redistribution. In May 1927, Mao was elected head of the newly
established National Peasant Association, though it was an empty honour. 
Events during the chaotic summer of 1927 brought the Communist Party 
ap~aratus in central China close to anni?ilation. In July, Wang Ching
WeJ, head of the Kuomintang Left factiOn at Wuhan, broke with the 
Communists.* Arrests and executions followed at once. After the 
August 7, 1927 "emergency conference" which deposed Ch'en Tu-hsiu 
and installed Ch'ii Ch'iu-pai as general secretary, Mao, in a characteristic 
reflex action returned to Hunan. There, in what the Communists label 
the" ' autumn harvest uprising," he attempted to mobilise rural discontent 
~ver taxes and high rents imposed by the landlords. Provincial military 
orces soon suppressed this effort to organise local peasant rebellion, and 

the September 1927 uprising ended abortively. 

d Peking's official image now is that, during the ten years following "the 
•• ~fea~ of the Great Revolution of 1925-27," Mao's principal work lay in 
it e~dmg the anti-Kuomintang revolutionary war, with the rural areas as 
s~ rase." The 1927 defeat was essentially Moscow's responsibility, since 
m~ 1? had assumed that the Kremlin should control the Chinese Com
con DJst Party and that the Chinese Party should, in conventional fashion 
the centrate efforts in the cities and on the proletariat.t Destruction of 
split u;ban base and decimation of the party structure following the 1927 
reactj eft the Chinese Communist Party struggling for survival. Mao's 
seizu on to the debacle was essentially pragmatic. Recognising that 
he se~e ~f the cities did not guarantee control of the countryside in China, 
Peasan~ o~t building an organisation largely, at times almost totally, of 

origin, which nevertheless labelled itself the party of the proletariat 
*See b b 

S !"-0 ert C . . . Plu of 1927 · North, M. N. Roy's Mtsswt~ to c;Juna: tlte Communist-Kuomilltang 
t See C (Berkeley: University of Cahforma Press, 1963). 

U . onrad B . . DJVersity p randt, Stalin's Failure 111 Clwta, 1924-1927 (Cambridge: Harvard 
ress, 1958). 
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and proposed to play the role attributed by Lenin to the Communist 
Party elite as the sensitised ''vanguard of the proletariat" spurring the 
masses to action. And he set about fighting what later developed into a 
protracted "revolutionary war" which combined the use of planned 
military action to gain ultimate political objectives. 

Guerrilla days in Kiangsi 

Though Mao Tse-tung was elected in absentia to the Central Com
mittee when the Chinese Communist Party held its Sixth National Con
gress at Moscow in the summer of 1928, he was not actually part of the 
central party apparatus. When Li Li-san in 1928 voiced the danger that 
the Chinese Party might become contaminated with "peasant mentality," 
he echoed the view of Moscow.* During the period when the Central 
Committee was dominated by Li Li-san (1928-30) and Ch'en Shao-yi.i 
(1930-31), both men enjoyed Moscow's support in continuing attempts 
to base the Communist revolution in China on the urban proletariat and 
on re-conquest of the cities. Yet during these very years Mao Tse-tung 
and his group were directing the creation of a territorial base in Kiangsi 
province which eventually became the .only safe refuge for the remnants 
of the party Central Committee when it was forced to flee Shanghai and 
seek shelter in the countryside about 1932. 

After the failure of the attempt to lead a peasant uprising in Huna 
in the autumn of 1_927, M.ao organised a small. band. ~f. remnants an~ 
volunteers, named It the First Regiment of the First DIVlsiOn of the First 
Workers and Peasants Revolutionary Army, and retreated in Octob 
to the Ching-kang mountains on the Hunan-Kiangsi border. This w er 

. . d"ffi It f d . as a remote dJstnct, 1 · cu o access, where forests an terralll diluted ti 
police power of the provincial authorities. After surviving a diffic ~e 
winter, Mao's forces were strengthened in April 1928 by troops un: t 
Chu Teh which had fled from Nanchang27 the previous year and hae~ 
established a small base area in southern Hunan. They combined tl1 . . . err 
forces to conshtute the Fourth Red Army, w1th Chu Teh as command 
and Mao as political commissar, and remained in the Ching-kang mou~~ 
tains through 1928. Nationalist military pressure then forced a retreat 
Leaving P'eng Te-huai28 to fight a rearguard action, Chu and Mao mad · 
their way across Kiangsi, settling eventually in Januar_y 19~9 atJuichin,:~; 
a small jute and hemp centre in south-eastern K~angs1, where they 
gradually built what came to be called the central sov1et base. Relatively 

*See Benjamin.!. Sc~wartz, Chinese Communism and the Rise of Mao (Cambridg . 
Harvard Umversity Press, 1951), p. 137. e · 
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isolated from the Central Committee of the Party at Shanghai, Mao began 
to formulate independent theories regarding organisation and leadership, 
territorial bases, and other political-military problems. These theories, 
later to become the foundation of his method of operation in China 
after 1935, were manifest in On the Rectification of Incorrect Ideas in the 
Party (December 1929) and A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire 
(January 1930). 

The years from 1929 to 1931 were years both of danger and of 
exhiliration for Mao Tse-tung. Action suited his nature, and he expressed 
his high spirits in poems composed while "humming on horseback," in 
the tradition of the mounted conquerors of Chinese history such as Chao 
K'uang-yin, famed as Sung T'ai-tsu, founder of the Sung dynasty.* 

. Campaigning in western Fukien and along the Kan river in southern 
Kiangsi, Mao was directly involved in agitation among the peasants, 
though unsuccessful in the frontal attacks on cities in central China 
called for by Li Li-san and the top party command with the aim of 
gaining control over urban centres. P'eng Te-huai's assault on Changsha 
in Hunan in July 1930 was quickly repulsed; that by the Clm-Mao 
forces on Nanchang in Kiangsi had no better success. When a second 
joint attack on Changsha in September also ended in failure, Mao and 
Chu withdrew support from the Li Li-san leadership in Shanghai. 
Bloodshed was a constant element in Mao's life at this point. His wife, 
Yang K'ai-hui, who had remained in Hunan when Mao fled to the 
countryside in 1927, was captured and executed by order of Ho Chien, 
governor of Hunan, following the abortive attack on Changsha.30 They 
had been married for ten years, and Mao, in a poem written years later, 
revealed his affection for her.t In the countryside, Mao himself, in the 
Fu-t'ien incident31 of December 1930, forcibly suppressed a local rebellion 
against his authority.t Though still obscure, the Fu-t'ien revolt was 
probably an important episode in Mao's rise to power and apparently 
the bloodiest purge in the pre-1949 history of the Chinese Communist Party. 

On November 7 1931 the anniversary of the Bolshevik revoluti011 
' ' ' the Chinese Reds in Kiangsi convened the first All-China Congress of 

* .l_en~min Wen-hsueh (People's Literature) carried the Chinese te~t of these six poems 
m Its May 1962 issue, with prefatory note by Mao d~ted AprJI 27,_1962. A long 
~ommentar~. with annotations, written by Kuo Mo:JO accompamed the poems. 
ti~oug_h ludtcrous as literary criticism, Kuo's annotatiOns, pr~pared after consulta
cal~ With Communist Party archives and party veterans, con tam some useful histori-

ata on the 1929-31 period. 

t M~o he.~an his 1957 poem, "The Immortals," with the ph~a~e. ·~I lost my proud 
~ plar. The ideograph yang "poplar," refers to Yang Kat-hut, whose surname 
1 was. See Mao Tse-tung Ni;wteenpoems, PP· 30-31. 

t See Schwartz, op. cit., p~. 175-177. 
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Soviets. Meeting at Juichin, the delegates to the congress elected Mao 
Tse-tung chairman of the central Soviet government, with Hsiang Yi~g 
and Chang Kuo-t'ao as vice chairmen.* During the early 1930s, wi~IIe 
Mao headed the government structure in the most important Commumst
controlled base in China, an area with a population estimated at three 
million in 1934, he still did not have effective control over the party 
apparatus. The fourth plenum of the sixth Central Committee meeting 
underground in Shanghai in January 1931, following Li Li-san's political 
downfall and departure for Moscow, elected 24-year-old Ch'en Shao-yu 
(Wang Ming) general secretary of the party.t A year later, Ch'in Pang
hsien (Po Ku), another young Russian-trained intellectual, succeeded 
Ch'en; Ch'in held that post until 1934, when he was followed by Chang 
Wen-t'ien. The political situation within the Chinese Communist leader
ship between 1931 and 1934 remains murky, though Peking's post-1945 
line on party history states that an erroneus "leftist'' line then domin
ated the elite. The role of Chou En-lai is especially unclear, though his 
party seniority, negotiating experience, and political experience must have 
combined to give him a prominent place in top party decision-making. 
Peking now credits Mao Tse-tung and Liu Shao-ch'i with Political Bureau 
membership after 1932, but is generally silent about the position of Chou 
En-lai during the Kiangsi interlude.t 

As Communist strength in the rural areas of south-central China 
grew, the Kuomintang, having established a new national government 
at Nanking in October 1928, worked toward the political unification of 
China for the first time since 1911. High on Chiang Kai-shek's agenda 
was the task of crushing the Red virus by force of arms. Beginning in 
the winter of 1930, Chiang launched five successive campaigns in an 
attempt to annihilate the Red army. Even when confronted with the 
major external threat posed by Japanese aggression in Manchuria 
beginning in September 1931, Chiang continued to allocate his major 

* Chang Kuo-t'ao was elected in abse111ia. He was then the senior political figure in 
the Hupeh-Honan-Anhwei base, with Hsu Hsiang-ch'ien as military commander. 

tOne student of the Chinese Communist movement suggests that the fourth plenum 
of January 193 I is primarily significant because it was "the last identifiable instance 
of outright Soviet intervention in the internal affairs of the Cloinese Communist 
Party." Charles B. McLane, S01•iet Policy and the Chinese Communists, /931-1946 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1958), p. 9. 

t See, for example, the April 1945 Resolution 011 Some Questions ill the History of 
Our Party, and the two major articles released from Peking in July 1951 on the 
thirtieth party anniversary: Ch'en Po-ta, Mao Tse-twzg's Theory of the Chinese 
Rerolution Is the Combinatio11 of Marxism-Leninism with the Clzinse Re1•o/u:ion, 
and Hu Ch 'iao-mu, Thirty Years of the Communist Party of China. Chou En-lai does 
not apear in Ho Kan-chih's official History of the Modern Clzinese Re1•olution 
between the Nanchang uprising of August 1927 and 1949. 
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military resources to fighting Mao Tse-tung in Kiangsi rather than to 
confronting the Japanese. Though faced with numerically superior 
Nationalist forces, Mao and his commanders survived during the early 
1930s by tactical manoeuvres which combined calculated withdrawals 
and carefully planned counter-attacks. Chiang Kai-shek's problem in
creased with the Fukien revolt,32 launched at Foochow in November 1933 
by a number of senior Kuomintang leaders with military support from 
the famed Nineteenth Route Army, which had gained international 
acclaim for its valiant resistance against the Japanese at Shanghai 
in January 1932. The Communist leadership in Kiangsi, divided over 
policy toward the anti-Chiang Kai-shek revolt in Fukien, agreed to 
provide assistance but failed to take practical steps, with the result that 
the dissident Foochow regime collapsed in January 1934. Mao Tse-tung's 
attitude toward the Fukien revolt remains a matter for speculation, not 
exposition.* When the second All-China Congress of Soviets met at 
Juichin in January 1934, he was re-elected chairman of the Central Soviet 
government. But the Communist failure to unite with the Kuomintang 
dissidents in Fukien exposed their eastern fiank; and Chiang Kai-shek, 
operating with new measures recommended by German military staff 
advisers, finally surrounded the Communist pocket in Kiangsi and forced 
the Communists to evacuate in the autumn of 1934. Moving westward 
in October, the Communists began the now-legendary trek which took 
them on a year-long looping course of constant fighting and brutal 
marching-through Kweichow, the remote Szechwan-Sikang border, and 
Kansu-to the base in northern Shensi which served as their headquarters 
during the Sino-Japanese war. 

• Ex post facto Mao's line is invariably" correct." In 1936, he told_ Edgar Snow that 
o~c of the major errors made in Kiangsi ha_d been t~e Commu_mst failure to unite 
With the Fukicn revolt. The same line was reiterated m the Apnl 1945 resolution of 
the Central Committee on party history; sec Mao Tsc-tung, Selected Works, IV, 
1941-45 (New York: International Publishers, 1956) PI?· 171-218. A review of 
contemporary documentation is provided by Hsiao Tso-hang Power Relations withi11 
the. Clu'!ese Commu11ist Mol'emelll: a Study of Dc!CI~ments, !930-1934 (Seattle: 
U~t':erslty of Washinglon Press, 1961 ), pp. 248-260: It IS also Interesting to note 
M,to s reference to the Nineteenth Route Army m a footnote (doubtless added 
la~cr) to his December 1935 report, 011 the Tactics of Fighting Japanese Imperialism· 
tlus reference appears in Mao, Selected Works, IV, 1941-45 (NewYork, 1956): 
note II, pp. 313-314. When the Central People's Government was established in 
19~9, all principal leaders of the Fukien revolt (Ch'en Ming-shu Li Chi-shen 
Chmng Kuang-nai, Ts'ai T'ing-k'ai, and others) w!thout e~c~ption joined the Peking 
government, and were awarded high, though nommal, pos1t1ons. 
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MAo Tse-tung was the first, and for many years the only, leader of a 
major Communist party to achieve his position without investiture by 
Moscow. According to Peking's current party line, Mao gained control 
of the central apparatus of the battered Chinese Communist Party 
during the Long March, at a time when contact with Moscow was non
existent*. An enlarged meeting of the Political Bureau, held at Tsunyi 
in Kweichow province in January 1935, "rectified the' Left' erroneous 
line which prevailed from early 1931 to late 1934, changed the composi
tion of the Party's central leading body, established a leadership headed 
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, and set the Party's line on the right track 
of Marxism-Leninism." This simplistic account screens as much as it 
elucidates. The situation in the Chinese Communist Party, during both 
the long March and the early period in Shensi, was such that Mao could 
not have gained dominant power without conflict, either of issues or of 
personalities, nor could he have consolidated power without aggressive 
political action. Chang Kuo-t'ao, who, with Hsu Hsiang-ch'ien, had 
dominated the Hupeh-Honan-Anhwei soviet base during the early 
1930s, was still a force to be reckoned with during the Lone March. In 
the summer of 1935, Chang's forces and those from the Kiangsi base 
rendezvoused at Mao-erh-kai in western Szechwan. Following sharp 
controversy over both political policies and .eventual destination, the 
Communist forces split. Chang Kuo-t'ao, with Chu Teh and others, 
proceeded west into Sikang.t Mao Tse-tung, P'cng Te-huai, Lin Piao, 

* The account given by Robert C. North, based both on official Chinese Communist 
versions and on interviews with Chung Kuo-t'ao, is generally uccepted. See Moscow 
and Chinese Communists (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2nd ed., 1963), 
pp. 165-166. 

t This interlude in Chu Teh's career remains obscure. Chu's version states that he 
was held under duress by Chang Kuo-t'ao during 1935-36. See Agnes Smedley, 
Tlze Great Road (New York; Monthly Review Press. 1957) pp. 3-9-336, · 
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and the First Front Army continued toward Shensi, where a local 
communist base under Kao Kang and Liu Chih-tan already existed, arriv
ing at the remote village of Wa-yao-pao, just south of the Great Wall, in 
October 1935.* 

Though Mao's cause appeared dubious in the autumn of 1935, the 
story of the ensuing fourteen years is essentially the record of the 
sustained expansion of Communist power in China. When Mao Tse-tung 
and his threadbare band arrived in the loesslands of Shensi, they repre
sented a force which, even on an optimistic estimate, was only a marginal 
element in Chinese political life viewed on a national basis. Sustained 
Principally by discipline, hope, and political formulae, Mao's group had, 
however, fortuitously garnered several hidden assets which were later 
~o prove of major significance. First, through surviving both the National
Ist encirclement campaigns and the Long March, they had created a 
legend of indestructibility. Second, though their economic programmes in 
I<iangsi had not been spectacularly successful, Mao and his associates 
had gained intensive political and military experience, practical lessons 
Which they were to review with great effectiveness during the Japanese 
War Years. And, third, though the hinterland of northern Shensi was a 
remote and retarded area, it did nevertheless provide a geographical 
base from which the Communists could, when war came, extend their 
authority and influence into the heart of the traditionally conservative 
but highly important north China plain. 

The biography of Mao Tse-tung between 1935 and 1949 is inseparable 
~rom the rise to power of the. Chin:se .C:omm~nist mo.vement. During 
hese years, Mao was the dommant mdiVJdualm plannmg and directing 
~ha~. the Communists jargo?istically b~1t accurately la~el "revolutionary 

ar. Revolutionary war m the Chmese Commumst sense was an 
Unorthodox type of conflict which utilised the crisis created by the 
Jap~nese invasion to mobilise peasant support in the countryside and to 
ProJect the Communist Party as the most effective spokesman ft 
Ch· . . d I . or 

Inese nationa!ism.t The Japanese mvas10n, an t 1e VIOlence and 

* In ~is speech of February 1 19-t2 inaugurating the cheng-feng movement M 
said. "I ' h ' . fi . t I c~ t ' ao co · came to northern S ens1 ve or SIX years. ~go, ye .. nno compare with 
tl !Jlrad~s like Kao Kang in my knowle~ge u~ cond1t10ns here or of the people of 
(S~~regton." Sec Boyd Compton, Mao s Chma: Party Reform Do_cuments, 1942_44 
I<ao !tic: University of washmgton Pre_ss, 1952). p. 25. T_he spec1fic reference to 
~ . Kang was later deleted in the offictal E':lghsh tran~latiOn. See Mao. Selected 
th 01 ks,. IV, 194!-45 (New York:. £nternat1,~~al Publishers, 19_56), p. 39, where 

e revised text refers only to "nat1ve cadres m northern Shcns1. 

t }hh most systematic presentation of this thesis has been given by Chalmers A. 
ti~ nson in Peasant Nationalism and Conununisr Pm~·er: the Emergence of Rcrolu-

1/ary China, 1937-1945 (Stanford: Stanford UmversJty Press, 1962). 
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social disorganisation which it created, presented both the Kuomintan_g 
and the Communist Party with a major challenge. In retrospect the bas1c 
political issue is clear: which party was the most responsible leader 
of Chinese nationalist sentiment and the most effective vehicle for 
Chinese resistance? The Kuomintang, controlling the legitimate National 
Government, in effect evaded the central problem and rather sought 
salvation through seeking allies outside China to bolster political power 
at home. The Communists, as an insurgent force, blended flexibility, 
pragmatism, and increasingly skilful co-ordination of political and military 
measures in dealing with the challenge. Mao Tse-tung's major political 
achievement during the Japanese war was the phenomenally rapid 
expansion of a competing administrative system behind the Japanese 
lines which showed itself more effective and efficient than the legitimate 
National Government, isolated as that government came to be after 
1938 in the provinces ofwest China. 

Mao as military theorist 

The Seventh Congress of the Comintern, meeting at Moscow in the 
summer of 1935, elected Mao Tse-tung in absentia to its executive 
committee at the same time that it called for Communist Parties through
out the world to pursue a united front programme in domestic politics. 
Yet it was neither Stalin, the Comintern, nor the united front tactic 
which provided the key to Communist victory in China. Japan's military 
masters provided a more direct and decisive stimulus. The expansion of 
Japanese troop movements in north China during 1935 not only diverted 
public attention from the Communists but, more important, created a 
wave of anti-Japanese feeling antagonistic to the continuation of the 
Kuomintang-Communist civil war. The Communists were not lethargic in 
exploiting the shift in public opinion. On December 25, 1935, the 
Political Bureau, meeting at Wa-yao-pao in Shensi, laid down a new basis 
for the "anti-Japanese national united front." Mao himself, speaking at 
a meeting of party activists two days later, offered further theoretical 
analysis in a report entitled On the Tactics of Fighting Japanese Imperial
ism. The outstanding characteristic of the political situation, the 
Communist analysis held, was Japan's determination to convert China 
into a Japanese colony; the Communist response was to attempt to 
mobilise the broadest possible political base within China for resistance 
to Japan. 

Political programmes had to be integrated with military measures to 
make maximum use of the Japanese invasion as a catalytic agent of 
social change which could be directed to communist advantage. Mao 
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responded to this challenge by developing what gradually became 
orthodox Chinese Communist insurgency doctrine. Mao's military 
thinking was essentially pragmatic, influenced directly by his experience 
in the Kiangsi campaigns and indirectly by his reading of Chinese history 
and of traditional Chinese military classics, notably Sun-tzu,33 On tlze Art 
of War.* Like Clausewitz, with whom he has been compared as a 
theorist, Mao appreciated the essentially political nature of war, seeing 
behind the concrete facts of the campaigns deeper and more decisive 
realities: the political and social forces which create violence on a grand 
scale, and, linked with these, the emotions of commanders and men and 
the human environment within which the campaigns are fought. Mao's 
first major statement on military doctrine was his Strategic Problems 
of China's Revolutionary War, delivered as a series of lectures at the 
Red Army Academy in Shensi in December 1935. Published in 1936, this 
essay, introduced by ringing dialectical flourishes, reviewed the pre-1936 
military experience of the Chinese Communist movement and cited four 
basic characteristics of China's "revolutionary war." First, Mao stated, 
China is a large semi-colonial country, unevenly developed both politi
cally and economically, which has just gone through the revolution of 
1925-27. Second, the enemy (i.e., the Kuomintang at the time) is power
ful. Third, the (Chinese) Red Army is weak and small in size. Fourth, 
the Communist Party, with its programme of agrarian revolution, is the 
leader of the movement. On the basis of these characteristics, Mao 
analysed the strategy (essentially defensive in nature) and the tactics 
required to combat Nationalist military operations.t 

During the years after 1936, the Communists modified the details of 
Mao's analysis to adapt themselves to the new situation created by the 
Japanese invasion. Japan, even more than the Kuomintang, was 
indubitably a powerful enemy, capable of transporting to China well
trained and well-disciplined infantry regiments, supported by a well
organised Japanese industrial system in the home islands. The nature 
and violence of the Japanese invasion, however, had the inadvertent 
effect of arousing previously unpoliticised Chinese peasants to resistance 
In the face of the Japanese attack, Chjnese Co~munist political doctrin; 
was simple and direct: since Japan lS the natiOnal enemy of China, all 
responsible Chinese must support the "anti-Japanese national salvation 

• See the new translation of The Art of War by Brigadier-General Samuel B. Griffith 
USMC, Ret. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963). • 

t A particularly useful edition of Strategic Problem~ of CIJi11a's Revo/utiolla 
War, with foreword by Mao dat~d ~ebruary 23, 1941, IS that pu~Iished at Mukd~~ 
by the Tung-pei Hsi.n-hua Shu:!Jen m Sept~mbe~ 194?. That edition contains five 
detailed maps showmg campaigns of the K1angs1 penod. 
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movement." Military doctrine flowed logically from Mao's earlier 
analyses. Unconventional warfare was well suited to Communist pur
poses, since it permitted them to avoid orthodox combat except at times 
of their own choosing, and to concentrate upon irregular tactics. 

In May 193 7, Mao delivered a report entitled The Tasks of the 
Chinese Communist Party in the Period of Resistance to Japan at a 
National Conference of the party held at Yenan. Following the Marco 
Polo bridge incident31 of July 7, 1937, and the onset of full-scale Japanese 
action, he began to stress the divergent policies of the Kuomintang and 
the Communist Party in confronting the national emergency. On August 
25, 1937, the Political Bureau, meeting at Lo-ch'uan, Shensi, endorsed a 
ten-point programme intended to enstire that "the Communist Party give 
leadership to the people throughout the country to win the anti-Japanese 
war and to oppose the Kuomintang's anti-popular policy." Mao issued 
two major statements on military doctrine in May 1938: Strategic Prob
lems in the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla War, and On the Protracted War. 
The latter offered a comprehensive analysis of the developing conflict 
and outlined Mao's theory that China's "war of resistance" against 
Japan would be a protracted struggle embracing three distinct stages: 
strategic defence, strategic stalemate, and strategic counter-offensive, the 
decisive action to be taken when the balance of forces had shifted in 
favour of the party previously on the defensive. 

Implicit in Mao's analysis was the assumption of ultimate victory 
over both the immediate foreign enemy, Japan and the long-term domestic 
foe, the Kuomintang. That optimism rested upon Mao's perception of 
the interaction of military and political factors in "revolutionary war." 
Mao never lost sight of the primary and immutable objective of the 
conduct of military operations: destruction of the enemy's armed forces. 
But, since Mao's goal was the seizure of power, his analyses were neces
sarily based on understanding of the fact that, in the long run, political 
mobilisation of the Chinese population was as important as annihilation 
of the enemy's will to resist. Civil-military relations were thus of the 
greatest importance. Mao saw that the war in China was ultimately a 
political conflict, different from conventional contests between rival 
armies conducted according_ to orthodox principles of strategy, either 
classical Napoleonic or classical Chinese: different also from the far 
more complex twentieth-century conflict in which warfare had become 
above all economic warfare in which the side with access to the fullest 
economic resources was virtually bound to win. In Mao's war, military 
conflict was a function of politics; military victory, only a preliminary 
step to radical transformation of a society; the army, only one instrument 
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among many in the hands of the surgeons of the Political Bureau. Like 
Clausewitz, Mao viewed war as an aspect of politics, as a human activity 
involving power relations and psychological factors, both rational and 
emotional. 

111ao Tse-tung: insurgent leader 

Mao Tse-tung was forty-three when he had his first significant, direct 
contact with a Westerner.* In the summer of 1936, after penetrating 
the civil war blockade, Edgar Snow entered the straggling village of 
Pao-an, then the site of the Communist headquarters, interviewed Mao 
and other Chinese Communist leaders, and wrote what is still a primary 
report on Mao's career to that date. Mao was then a tall, pale figure, still 
g~unt from the strains of the Long March, with "large, searching eyes, 
Wide thick lips, and a strong chin with a prominent mole. His black hair 
was thick and long, on a head for which the Generalissimo was offering 
~SO,OOO silver dollars." Snow's first impression of Mao the man was 
"dominantly one of native shrewdness." A man at once simple and 

complex, Snow described him in 1936: the earthiness and lively sense 
of h~~our of the peasant blended with the aloof and introspective 
quahttes of the intellectual. An omnivorous reader, Snow reported, a 
student of history a man with an unusual memory and powers of con-
centrar ' I h b" d . ton, an able writer, careless in persona a 1ts an appearance but 
meticulous about details of duty, a man of tireless energy, and a military 
and political planner of "considerable genius.''t Agnes Smedly, who 
~rst met Mao at night in his Yenan cave in 1937, offers another view. 

T_he tall, forbidding figure lumbered toward us and a high-pitched 
VOice greeted us. Then two hands grasped mine; they were as long 
~nd sensitive as a woman's. . . . His dark inscrutable face was long, 
~~ forehead broad and high, the mou~h feminine: . Whate~er _else he 

ght be, he was an aesthete . . . Desp1te that femmme quahty m him 
he Was as stubborn as a mule and a steel rod of pride and determination 
ran through his nature. 1 had the impression that he would wait and 
Watch for years but eventually have his way . . . His lmmour was often 
sardo~1ic and grim as if it sprang from deep caverns of spiritual 
seclusion. "t 

*~~that Point Mao had never been outside Chin~. He had appare!ltiY had little or 
1920contact with foreigners on his visits to Peku~g and S_hangha._bctwccn 1918 and 
repr~s~~~w.as he known to have been well acq~amted w!th Russmn or Comintcrn 

t s ahves in China during the 1921-27 penod. 
ee Edgar S 69 80 t s now, Red Star over China, PP· - · 
ee Agnes Smedley, Battle Hymn of China (New York: Knopf, 1943), pp. 168-170. 
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Though Miss Smedley reported that she sensed that there was a door 
to his being that had never been opened to anyone, Mao's personal life 
was not entirely a mystery. Following the execution of his first wife at 
Changsha in 1930, Mao had married Ho Tzu-chen, reportedly also a 
graduate of the Hunan Normal School and a Communist Party member.* 
After the rigours of the Long March, which she was one of the few 
women to survive, Ho Tzu-chen went to Moscow, possibly for medical 
treatment, and she and Mao were divorced. In 1939, Mao married his 
present wife, Lan P'in, a former Shanghai actress.t Mao's siblings were 
disappearing. His only sister, Mao Tse-hung, had been executed at 
Changsha in 1930. One younger brother, Mao Tse-t'an, a military officer 
in the Communist guerrilla forces, had been killed in Kiangsi. The most 
prominent brother was Mao Tse-min, two years younger than Mao and 
reportedly close to him as personal adviser. With the outbreak of the 
Sino-Japanese war in 1937, Mao Tse-min went to Sinkiang, where he 
worked under Sheng Shih-ts'ai in reforming that province's finances; 
he was executed there when Sheng broke with Moscow after the German 
invasion of the Soviet Union.t 

Mao Tse-tung remained at Yenan, attempting to combine past experi
ence and present reality into a basis of planning for the future. Though 
it would be inaccurate to view Mao's career as proceeding smoothly along 
the predestined path to Peking described in the official propaganda of 
the post-1949 period, it is pertinent to appreciate Mao's long-range 
political vision. Nearly a decade before be gained power, he attempted 
to define the position of Chinese Communism within the larger sweep 
of modern Chinese history, and to depict the anatomy of the specific 

• Various sources also give her name as Ho Chih-chien, Ho Chih-chen. 

t Also known as Chiang Ch'ing at Yenan. None of Mao's wives has been a public 
figure: Ts'ai .Ch'ang (wife of Li Fu-ch'un) and Teng Ying-ch'ao (wife of Chou 
En-lm) have, m contr.ast, been .members of Central Committee of the party for many 
?'ears: ~he present wives of Lm .Shao-ch'i and Ch'en Yi have frequently appeared 
m public and travelled abroad with their husbands in recent years. 

t M:10 Tse-min (~. 1895) was a moder~t~ly important figure in the Chinese Communist 
movement durmg the 1930s, supcrvismg the currency issue at the Kiangsi base and 
cxercisir.g control over the gold and silver specie stocks which the Communists 
used to help llnancc the Long March in 1934-35. Mao Ts::-min then went from 
Ycnan to Tihwa (Urumchi) in 1937 as a member of the Communist group headed 
by Tcng Fa, ancl reportedly played an active role in the Sinkiang provincial govern
ment during Sheng Shih-ts'ai's pro-Communist interlude. When Sheng broke with 
Russia, Mao Tse-min was among those executed. Sheng himself concealed the facts 
so well that it was several years before the senior Chinese Communist leaders knew 
that their comrades were dead, not merely imprisoned. Mao Tse-min was arrested 
on September 17, 1942, and executed in September 1943. 0. Edmund Clubb has 
supplied me with details on Mao Tse-min's career. 
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system of "new democracy'' which he projected for China's future. 
These analyses are presented most explicitly in The Chinese Revolution 
and the Communist Party of China (1939) and On New Democracy 
(1940). 

Mao Tse-tung's On New Democracy, issued in January 1940, is an 
uneven document, linking questionable generalisations with a shrewd 
sense of the political milieu in wartime China. Within the framework 
of Leninist theory, it called for a conventional two-stage revolution: 
first, "national-democratic'' and, second, ''socialist." Mao knew that 
the circumstances of an anti-imperialist revolution in a technologically 
backward country like China made it both possible and desirable for the 
Communists to gain the support of a portion of the bourgeoisie as a 
long-term, pragmatic principle of action. The ''new democracy" prin
ciple, as articulated in 1940 called for the Communists to champion a 
united front composed of f~ur social classes: workers, peasants, petty 
bourgeoisie and national bourgeoisie. Aside from inclusion of the 
na.ti~nal. bourgeoisie as an approved group, little in the document was 
ongmalm the tradition of communist doctrine as earlier defined by Lenin 
and Stalin. Yet On New Democracy constituted stimulating fare for many 
thoughtful Chinese bored with Sun Yat-sen's Three People's Principles,35 
weary. of domestic strife and short-sighted leadership, anxious for a sense 
of nahonal direction and purpose. It was essentially to these Chinese that 
Mao spoke in January 1940. And he spoke, not as master theorist but 
as ~ractical political leader, then aged forty-six, in the prime of his pro
fes~JOnal career. ''The aim of all our efforts is the building of a rtew 
society and a new nation of the Chinese people." 

. At the Yenan base, capital of the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia border 
re~.10 n government headed by his veteran Hunanese colleague. Lin Po
chu, ~ao played his role as political apostle and programmer. At the 
same hm.e, he began to assemble the Communist brains trust which has 
served h1m · . 1 d d t t * · smce 111 the party's centra propagan a epar men , and to 
define y1e intellectual and cultural aspects of the revolution. Mao's status 
a.s poht~cal philosopher actually followed his success as political leader, 
smce 11JS p . . I bl' I d . ~ . nnc1pa! epistemological essays were on Y pu Is 1e , 111 revised 
orm, 1 ~1 both Peking and Moscow, in 1950-51. Mao's philosophical 

reputatiOn re t · · · f I t · b 1 . . s s PnncJpally on two essays stemmmg rom ec ures delivered 

Uy .111n 111 1937: On Practice (July) and On Contradiction (August) 
nhke Ma • b · 0 s usual form in both style and su stance, these theoretical 

* Ch'en Po-ta and H ,. d · M ' t 
Yenan period, u Ch 1ao-mu first emerge JO ao s en ourage during the early 

32 



MAO THE REVOLUTIONARY 

essays arc of interest because they reflect a distinctive blending of West. 
ern historical materialism with elements found in the Chinese philosophi· 
cal tradition.* A third philosophical text, Dialectical Materialism 
appeared in a Shanghai journal in 1940; but only one section of it appears t~ 
be extant, and Peking has neither referred to it nor reissued it in recent 
years:j· 

Literary Guidelines 

Though Mao's contact with the mainstreams of Marxist theoretical 
writing as developed in Europe and Russia was vicarious, his cancer 
with the course of modern literature in China was more direct an~ 
personal. New Youth and the May Fourth movement were real element 
in Mao's early career, and his writings of the 1939-40 period under~ 
standably placed the seminal outburst of 1919 as the principal line f 
demarcation running through China's "democratic revolutionary mov~
ment" and dividing the old from the new. One mark of the growi 
political maturity of the Chinese Communist leadership during the Sin~: 
Japanese war was that Yenan, in its propaganda at least, emphasised tl 
''cultural front" as being parallel in importance with military operatio le 
At_ Cl_mngking, CI_Ii_ang Kai-shek :i~wed the war ~gainst the Communi~:~ 
pnncipally in m1htary, not pohhcal, terms, With the result that tl 
Kuomintang during the war years gradually alienated many sens·r le 
and articulate elements of <?hina's. in_tellectual mi~ority.t_ At Yenan, ~;~ 
Tse-tung, anxious to recruit patnotic students, mcreasmgly emphasis d 
the role of literature as a hortatory instrument of social criticism du . e 

· d f I' · I t · nng a per10 o po 1t1ca ens10n. 

Decisive definition of Chinese Communist doctrine on literature d 
art was offered in May 1942 at the Yenan Forum on Art and Literatan 
At this conference, a landmark in the history of Chinese Cornmuu~e. 
cultural policy,§ Mao drew a firm line across the page of Chinese ere t~Ist 

a IVe 

* See Vscvelod Holubnychy, "Der dialcktische Materialismus Mao Tse-tun , 
Ostblock wrd die Emwicklullgslilnder (Bonn: Friedrich-Ebert Stift}s,) Der 
September 1962, pp. 15-59, which provides a wide citation of relevant sou:::g .8-9, 
number of languages; see also Gerhard Schmitz, Derclialektisclre Mate .es_m a· 
in der Clrinesisc/ren Plrilosoplrie (Kaldenkirchen, Rhineland: Steyier, 1960)'.alrsmus 

t Pien-c/reng-fa Wei-wu-~un (011 Dialectical M_ateriqlism) appeared in the Sh . 
journal, in Mill-elm, m 1940. The East Asian Library of Columbia Univer ~ngha1 
one section of this text, Mi11-clm, 1, 2 (1940). Sity has 

:j: The process reached a climax with the assassination in July 1946 at Kun . 
Wen I-to, prominent poet, scholar and spokesman of the liberal intellectur::llng of 
opposed the National Government. Wen's death aroused national attent· s Who 
widespread criticism of the Kuomintang. Ion and 

§See T. A. Hsia, "Twenty Years after the Ycnan Forum,'' The C!ri11a Qt 
No. 13, January-March 1963, pp. 226-253. tarterl;y. 
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writing and promulgated what became, with some later variations, the 
"correct" analysis designed to guide the "progressive writers" of China. 
Quoting Lenin's famous 1905 statement, Party Organisation and Party 
Literature, Mao echoed this classic definition of the ideological basis 
of revolutionary literature. Mao concurred that literature must be shaped 
by a clear ''party spirit" and must be designed for the masses, specific
ally for the workers, peasants and soldiers. Literature should come 
from the masses and be consciously native: in substance drawing upon 
China's rich storehouse of "revolutionary tales" and folk literature 
capable of being interpreted in an appropriate political light; in style 
drawing upon the pithy language of the common people. Writing should 
be immersed in everyday Chinese life, and should turn its back on bour
geois themes or subjective inspiration. Mao then turned to the boradcr 
issue of the relationship between literature and politics, arguing that 
literature existed primarily for politics (interpreted as meaning "class 
politics and mass politics"), not for frivolous amusement or entertainment. 
At the same time, he recognised that, to be politically effective in serving 
the Communist Party's political purposes, literary works had also to be 
artistically effective. "What we demand is unity of politics and art, of 
content and form, and of revolutionary political content and the highest 
possible degree of effectiveness in artistic form. Works of art, however 
politically progressive, are powerless if they lack artistic quality." 

Mao's Yenan talks were neither original nor unopposed. In large 
part, they represented his summation of theories which had been widely 
discussed in leftist literary circles in China since the 1930s. His call 
for linguistic and literary reforms echoed programmes advocated earlier 
by leaders of the League of Left Wing Writers. His stress on the 
necessity for "popularisation" was as much pragmatic as political, 
refi:ction of the fact that pai-l!ua Bterature, as it had developed in . China 
dunng the 1920s and 1930s was tending to become almost as mcom
prehensible to the average Chinese reader as class!calwe1~-yen. Nor did 
Mao's ideas go unchallenged, for a small but mfl.uentml group of left
wing writers and literary critics continued to oppose36 his dictates through 
the 1940s and even later.* Actually, Mao's personal attitude towards 
modern Chinese literature is ambiguous. While his 1942 statements did 
have widespread practical effect because of Mao's position as leader of 
the Chinese Communist movement, he himself has used the cla~sical tz'u 

* S~e ~erie -Goldman, "Hu Feng's Conflict with the Communist Literary Authori
ties, The China Qua,-te,-/y, No. 12, October-December 1962, pp. 102-137. 
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form in his poetry,* and his political writings contain very few references 
to works of modern Chinese literature.t 

The politics of insurgency 

While Mao Tse-tung planned strategy, explored Marxist theory and 
drew designs for China's "revolutionary literature," he never lost sight 
of his primary responsibilities as leader of a rapidly growing political 
party. During the Yenan period, the Chinese Communists inaugurated an 
intramural cheng-feng (rectification) programme designed to sharpen 
discipline in an organisation which was scattered geographically, and 
increasingly heterogeneous in social background as it recruited individuals 
from bourgeois student backgrounds to supplement its predominantly 
peasant membership.t Highlighted by Liu Shao-ch'i's lecture, On Inner
Party Struggle (July 1941), and by Mao's statement of February 1,1942, 
on Rectification of tlze Party's Style of Work, this campaign indicated 
that emphasis on "new democracy" was not to eclipse the essential role 
of the party as a professional elite controlling a mass movement. The 
cheng-feng campaign of the early 1940s was not a blood purge on the 
Stalinist model, though it was in part aimed at individuals in the party 
elite who had attracted Mao's antagonism as Moscow-trained "dogma
tists." In Mao's view, these men, notably Ch'en Shao-yii, lacked sufficient 
experience in practical political work in China to balance their theoretical 
lore gained in the Soviet Union. More fundamentally, however, the 
rectification campaign involved intensive indoctrination of all party 
members and cadres in Marxist-Leninist precepts as selected and annota
ted by Mao and other senior Yenan editors. Its major aim was to unify 
doctrinal standards so that the directives of the top party command 
would be clearly understood and effectively implemented at subordinate 
echelons. 

As a system of power organisation, the Chinese Communist Party 
as it developed during the 1940s was not intended to exist as an end in 
itself. The Party's primary organisation purpose was to serve as trans
mission belt communicating centrally-determined policies downward to 

• See Kai-yu Hsu (translator and editor), Twellfietlz Century Chinese Poetry: an 
Anthology (New York: Doubleday, 1963), pp. 338-342. 

t See Howard L. Boorman, "The Literary World of Mao Tse-tung," The China 
Quarterly, No. 13, January-March 1963, pp. 15-38. 

:1: See Cheng-feng Wen-hsiell (Peking: Hsin-hua Shu-tien, 1950). Translations of 
twen~y-tw~ documents used in "study" and discussion groups during the 1940s 
are g1ven m Boyd Compton, Mao's China: Part,Y Reform Documents,l942-44, 
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the people in the Communist base areas, and relaying popular reactions 
upward to the top command at Yenan. An authoritative statementofthe 
Chinese Communist code of political operations, the "mass line," is 
provided in Mao Tse-tung's statement, On 1\fetlzods of Leadership (June 
1, 1943). Under the mass line approach as outlined by Mao, the central 
function of political leadership was to attain a pattern of continuous, 
organised interaction between party and populace, a pragmatic process 
aimed at maximum mobilisation of popular support and participation 
of the people while arousing minimum resistance or hostility. Though 
the Communist Party itself was by definition a hierarchic, authoritarian 
structure, its operations were based upon careful, sustained and flexible 
attention to the points of direct contact between the party's represent
atives and the Chinese people.* 

Between his arrival in Shensiin the autumn of 1935 and the end of the 
Japanese war a decade later, Mao consolidated firm control over the 
party apparatus. In 1943, and again in 1944, he was elected chairman of 
the Political Bureau and of the Central Committee.t He also headed the 
five-~an Secretariat of the Central Committee, then the top policy
formml? nucleus of the party structure.t By the spring of 1945, when 
the Chmese Communist Party convened its Seventh National Congress at 
Yenan (April-June), party membership was put at 1·2 million, in addition 
to ar~ed forces numbering an estimated 900,000. This congress, the first 
held m China for nearly twenty years, reviewed wartime developments. 
adopted a revised party constitution, explained in Liu Shao-ch'i's majo; 
report and based explicitly on the "thought of Mao Tse-tung"; and 
ele~te~ ~ new Central Committee and Poli~buro c?~1posed o~erwhelmingly 
of mdlVtduals who had proven their pract1cal ab1hty, physical durability 
~nd personal loyalty to Mao during the war years. The meeting was high
lighted by Mao's political report, On Coalition Go1•ermne11t (April 24 
1945), a statement summing up most major elements in Mao's politic l' 
thought · · d Cl · a wa . as It had developed during the Yenan p~no · 11ang Kai-shek 

s still the national leader of China, headmg the government 
Ch k" . p at ung mg wluch was recognised by the Western owers. But the position 

• See John W"J L · · Cl · (Ith sit p 1 son ewis, Leadership in Commumst 11110 ac~: Cornell u11 • 
Y ress, 1963), Chap 3 "Mass Line as a Concept of Leadership" PP 70 lOOIVcr-

t In 1943 Mao b . ~ • C t I C · ' . - . 
apparc~tl . eclme chairman (clw-hsi) of !l~e en ra ornnllttec, a new tit) 
(fSllllg s/ur.ciz'Dendh~ ~0 distinguish hiS pOSI.ti?n fr~re ~~-t of genera) secretar~ 
hierarchy duri~ wthtc had been the top positiOn m 1 mcsc Communist party 

g e 1920s and 1930s. 
tIn addition to Mao th" . .. 11 Hu · Je p· h"h· , 1s group compnsed two ,e ow anese, Lm Shao-ch'i d 

a tin<> ~-~d 1~ • l\1ao's ve_teran military associate, ~hu Teh; and his principal ne<>~~--
."' oreJgn affaus specialist, Chou En-lai. "' ~ 
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of both Mao Tse-tung and the Chinese Communist Party had changed 
drastically since the executions of 1927 and the exhaustion of 1935. 
By the end of the war, Yenan controlled nineteen Communist-organised 
bases with a population of over ninety million people.* Psychologically, 
Yenan's resolute anti-Japanese stand, lack of venality, and Spartan way 
of life had bred both new vigour and new self-assurance. 

The conquest of power 

Between 1944 and 1946, the United States Government entered 
Chinese political life directly in an attempt to bridge the Kuomintang
Communist split then dividing China and the Chinese people. With 
Communist consent, a United States Army observation group, com
manded by Colonel David D. Barrett, was sent to Yenan in 1944 to 
establish liaison with the Communists. In pursuit of its principal policy 
objective, the creation of a coalition government in China, Washington 
pressed for direct conversations between Chiang Kai-shek and Mao 
Tse-tung. Actually, the Chinese Communists, immediately following the 
announcement of Japan's surrender, issued orders to troops under their 
command to "step up the war effort," accept the surrender of Japanese 
and puppet troops, and take over their arms and other equipment. In 
defiance of Chungking's orders, two telegrams from the commander of 
the Eighteenth Army Group (Communist) to Chiang Kai-shek (August 
13 and 16, 1945) stated that the Communists were proceeding inde
pendently in handling Japanese surrender and takeover arrangements. 
It was confirmed years later that Mao Tse-tung himself had drafted 
these messages.t 

Despite the overt competition for authority, American ambassador 
Patrick J. Hurley flew to Yenan and personally escorted Mao Tse-tung, 
Chou En-lai and W<~ng Jo-fei to Chungking for discussions with Chiang 
Kai-shek concerning the shape of the post-war political structure of 
China. Travelling for the first time in an airplane, Mao had his first 
airborne view of China on the spectacular flight from Shensi to Szechwan, 
a trip which provided the stimulus for Snow, the single poem by which 
Mao the poet is best known in the West.+ Mao Tse-tung and his party 

* A convenient official listing of the nineteen ''liberated areas" is given in Ho Kan
chih, A History of the 1\{oc/em Chinese Re1·olution, pp. 424-426. 

t Sec Mao Tsc-tung, Selected Works, IV (Peking: Foreign Languages, Press, 1961), 
note on p. 34. 

:j: See Yong-sang Ng, "The Poetry of Mao Tse-tung," The China Quarterly, No. 13, 
January-March 1963, pp. 60-73. The paper compares Mao's poem with Su Tung
po's famous tz'u composed in the metrical form of Nien-nu-clziao, and suggests a 
new interpretation of the final two lines of Snow. 
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remained at Chungking for six weeks, from August 28 to October 10, 
1945, but the meetings had no practical results. In March 1946, General 
George C. Marshall, special representative of the President of United 
States, personally flew to Yenan for conferences with Mao and the 
Communist leaders, but again the results were negative.* 

With the collapse of American mediation efforts and the outbreak 
of full-scale civil war in China from. the summer of 1946, Mao remained 
in Shensi. Personally, he was deeply depressed at the plane crash of 
April 1946 in which several Chinese Communists were killed while 
returning from Chungking to Shensi.t Intellectually, he was now depicted 
as theoretical innovator, Communist leader who had transformed tradi
tional Marxism-Leninism into a practical creed for an underdeveloped 
Asian country. Politically, he formulated his famous thesis: "All 
reactionaries are paper tigers."t Yet the essential Mao remained elusive 
to outsiders. Robert Payne, fresh from the war years at Kunming, met 
Mao at Yenan in 1946. "Then Mao came into the room. He came so 
quietly that we were hardly aware of his presence. He wore a thick 
brown Sun Yat-sen uniform which seemed to have been woven of goats' 
h~ir, and as he stood beside the towering P'eng Teh-huai he looked 
sbghter and smaller than I had imagined him .... There is hardly a 
photograph of him which resembles any other photog:aph, so strangely 
and so suddenly does he change. Today, he looked hke a surprisingly 
young student, a candidate for a doctorate, and pe_rhaps he played for his 
college: the shoulders were very heavy. The hair was very sleek and 
long, the eyes large, the lips pursed, and he had no mannerisms. There 
Was about him a kind of quietness such as you will find among people 
Who have lived much alone. . . . He was fifty-three and looked 
twenty."§ 

Beneath the oddly feminine personality, however, Mao retained his 
st~bborn sense of known victory. In Marc:h 1947, when a Nationali t 
dnve forced the Communists to evacuate Yenan, the top command spl~t 

* i~ excellent P~otograph of General ~~rsh~ll and Mao at Ye_nan appears . 
A rold M. Ymackc, Far Ea>tem Po[JIIcs ill the Postwar Penod (New York~ 
Chpleton-C~ntury-Crofts, 1956), between pp. 242 a~d 243 .. Th~ picture also sho · 
at tohu En-hu, Chu Teh and Chang Chih-chung, semor Natronalist genera( pres Ws 

e 1946 talks. ' ent 
t Ch'in Pan h · T'' Wa Jo " · d in tl g- sren (Po Ku) Tcng Fa Ych mg, ng -•er an others were k'II d 1e crash. ' ' 1 e 
t "Talk ·· h · 

Mao ~~~ the American Correspondent A':Jna Loms_e Strong" (August 1946) in 
pp. 97_ 1 ~j~ung, Selected Works, !V (Pekmg: Foreign Languages Press, 196!), 

§ See Robert p 1 · M .,.. 
Abelard-S h aync, Portrait of a Rei'O utwnary: ao JSe-tw1g (New York: 

c uman, 1961), p. 222. 
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itself. Mao, Chou En-lai, and Jen Pi-shih remained in northern Shensi, 
while Liu Shao-ch'i, Chu Teh, and an alternate working committee 
moved to the Communist-controlled Shensi-Chahar-Hopei base.* 
During the winter of 1947-48, Mao's command post was in the small 
town of Yangchia-k'ou, Mi-chih hsien, in northern Shensi. There, on 
Christmas Day of 1947, at a special meeting of the party Central Com
mittee, he analysed the ·shifting civil war situation in his report, The 
Present Situation and Our Tasks. This report, as well as other political 
and military estimates of the 1947-48 period, provide impressive evidence 
of Mao's diagnostic and planning capacities.t By early 1949, the top 
party leaders were reunited in Hopei, where the North China People's 
Government under Tung Pi-wu had been established in August 1948 
to unify all areas in the north then underCommunistjurisdiction. There, 
at Shih-chiachia-chuang, the seventh Central Committee held 'its second 
plenum (March 5-13, 1949). Meeting after the Communist capture 
of Tientsin and Peiping, this plenum stated that the centre of gravity of 
the Communist effort in China was shifting from the countryside to the 
cities, and announced that national industrialisation was henceforth to 
become the central objective of Communist economic policy. Soon 
thereafter, on March 25, 1949, the leaders and top organs of the Central 
Committee moved to Peiping. 

Mao Tse-tung, now fifty-five, had returned. He had first arrived 
in the northern capital over thirty years before, in September 1918, 
and had last seen it as an obscure young radical in the spring of 1920. 
Now Ch'en Tu-hsiu and Li Ta-chao were both dead; Chang Kuo-t'ao 
was vanquished; Li Li-san and Ch'en Shao-yi.i were impotent. In the 
context of national politics, Mao had established his supremacy over his 
arch-rival Chiang Kai-shek, and had restored Hunan's nineteenth-century 
position as major contributor to Chinese political life after twenty years 
of Chekiang domination under the post-1928 Kuomintang.t In the 

*See Mao Tse-tung, Selected Works, IV (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1961), 
p. 132, note 3. 

t See the reviews by H. Arthur Steiner dealing with Mao's writings of the 1945-49 
period: Pacific Affairs, XXXV, 4 (Winter 1962-63), pp. 384-390, and The Allllals 
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 345, January 1963, 
pp. 176-177. 

t Kwangtung, a third province of major political importance and the birthplace of 
Sun Yat-sen, had also been less than happy about Chiang Kai-shek's Chekiang 
clique. Two of Kwangtung's prominent sons, Hu Han-min and Wang Ching-wei, 
had been closely associated with Sun Yat-sen from the organisation of the T'ung
meng-hui at Tokyo in 1905, and were regarded as logical successors to Sun in the 
Kuomintang at the time of his death in 1925. 
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context of international communism, Mao had already established his 
autonomy from Moscow. For well over a decade, after Mao gained 
top position in the Chinese Communist Party and before that party 
gained national power, the Chinese Communists, in practical terms, had 
been free of direct control from Moscow. It was hardly surprising that 
Mao Tse-tung should view the interests of world Communism from the 
standpoint of China as Stalin consistently saw those interests from the 
standpoint of the U.S.S.R. 
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During the summer of 1949, some six weeks before troops of the Fourth 
Field Army pressed south from Changsha to occupy his native village in 
Hunan, Mao published a new essay at Peking. With the candor which 
the decisive Communist military sweep in China permitted, On the 
People's Democratic Dictatorship (July 1, 1949) outlined the future 
direction of the communist system of governance in China. Internation
ally, Mao proclaimed, the new China would "lean to one side,'' toward 
the U.S.S.R. and the "camp of Socialism": China could not remain 
neutral or uncommitted in the long-term struggle between the Communist 
bloc and the "camp of imperialism" led by the United States. In domes
tic policy, Mao, echoing concepts which he had suggested a decade earlier, 
called for a "people's democratic dictatorship." The "people," includ
ing the workers, peasants and elements of the middle class, were to form 
the class basis of the government structure; "democracy" was for them. 
All other groups and individuals were labelled "reactionaries," viewed 
as actual or potential enemies, and marked for subjection to the new 
government's "dictatorship." What Mao did not make explicit, however, 
was as important as what he did say. Fundamentally, as in Nationalist 
China, the new government was to be a single-party dictatorship. The 
power of "dictatorship" was not actually to be exercised by the 
"people,'' but rather by the Communist party elite, the ruling 'political 
class with responsibility for China's continuity and integrity, acting with 
self-appointed sagacity as the articulator of the General Wil1. With 
Mao Tse-tung as duly elected Chairman, the new Central People's 
Government was formally established at Peking on October 1, 1949. 

Mao Tse-tung and Stalin 

The People's Republic of China emerged as a latecomer in the Com
munist world near the end of Stalin's life. Theoretical definition of 
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China's international position had already been provided, both by Mao's 
July- 1, 1949, statement and by Liu Shao-ch'i's earlier pronouncement, 
On Internationalism and Nationalism (November I, 1948). In Stalin's 
eyes, however, Mao Tse-tung in the autumn of 1949 was still uncon
ventional, unpredictable and potentially uncontrollable. Ruler of the 
most populous Communist nation in the world, Mao had never visited 
Russia, spoke no Russian, had had little personal contact with the 
Russians, and was known to distrust those members of the Chinese 
Communist elite whom he viewed as Muscovite "dogmatists." Mao 
made his first trip outside China in the winter of 1949-50 (December 16, 
1949-February 17, 1950) to visit Moscow and to hammer out practical 
political, security and economic arrangements with Stalin. Mao's objec
tive was to gain maximum Russian support for China's projected 
industrialisation programme, and to regain Chinese rights which in his 
view had been seriously compromised in the Sino-Soviet treaty of 1945 
which Moscow had signed with the Chinese nationalists. After nine 
~eeks of hard bargaining with Stalin, then already seventy and increas
mgly obdurate, Mao was moderately successful. The negotiations led 
to a new Sino-Soviet treaty (February 14, 1950), a thirty-year military 
alliance ai'med ostensibly at Japan but actually at the United States; 
delineation of rights in Manchuria and Sinkiang; and agreement on a 
modest line of Russian credit to China (U.S. $60 million annually for the 
1950-54 period). 

. While Stalin was alive, Mao's attitude toward him was correct but 
distant, a posture emulated by the late Soviet dictator. Mao's reserve 
Was based essentially upon his independence from Moscow in winning 
~ontrol of the Chinese Communist Party in the 1930s and of all China 
In the 1940s. He recognised that the U.S.S.R. was not only far superior 
to China technologically but also far more advanced in "socio-historic 
development," with industry nationalised and agriculture collectivised; 
and he realised that China's overwhelming dependence on the U.S.S.R. 
re · bl' .qu1red suppression of differences, at least on the pu IC record. The 
~Ina-Soviet military alliance was an important support for Peking during 
Its · ·1· · . Int Ial encounter with modern Western firepower 111 the Korean war, 
~lc~ it provided China with a source of material, and the United 
fi atJons forces with a source of deterrent concern. The Korean war 
arced a severe drain on China's resources, though at the same time it 

served Mao Tse-tung's political purposes in Asia since it was widely 
regarded there as a conflict of East against West. The conflict ended in 
;ha.t Peking, technicalities aside, claimed as a psychological victory; and 

ekmg's propaganda machine scored with the line that the "Chinese 
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People's Volunteers," hastening to the aid of their North Korean 
brethren, had fought the Western world's strongest military and industrial 
power without being defeated even by the alleged American use of 
"bacteriological warfare." Within China, the Korean war permitted 
Mao to demonstrate to the Chinese people that "American imperialism" 
was a real and dangerous threat on the national perimeter; and it permit
ted consolidation of political controls and mobilisation of human and 
material resources more rapidly than would otherwise have been 
feasible. 

The contradictory consequences of de-Stalinisation 

The death of Stalin in March 1953 opened a new phase in the rela
tions between Mao Tse-tung and Moscow. For a period, the post-Stalin 
leadership in the Kremlin, aware of the importance of keeping China 
as a major Russian ally in Asia, showed more flexibility than had been 
apparent under Stalin. The major problems then complicating Sino
Soviet relations-policy towards the Korean war, and the level of 
economic and technical aid to China-were dealt with immediately. An 
abrupt shift in Communist tactics in the Korean negotiations permitted 
the armistice agreement signed at Panmunjom in July 1953. Shortly 
thereafter, in September, Peking announced that agreement had been 
reached in Moscow on Soviet economic support and stated that the 
U.S.S.R., by the end of 1959, would aid 141 large-scale enterprises in 
China. As evidence of the new look in China policy, Moscow bowed 
to Mao by eliminating patent sources of embarrassment: the Sino-Soviet 
joint stock companies and Russian troops garrisoned at Port Arthur. 
Moscow further mollified Chinese sensibilities by paying increased atten
tion to the ideological stature of Mao Tse-tung as an original and 
"creative" architect of Communist revolution in Asia. And, in apparent 
contrast to Stalin's condescending aloofness, Khrushchev himself visited 
Peking for the first time in October 1954. However, though both partners 
stressed the durability of the alliance structure, there was no evidence 
that the Chinese and Soviet parties were in fact any more closely linked 
during the early 1950s than they had been during the period from 1935 
to 1949. 

The year 1956 marked a major watershed in the international Com
munist movement and, by consequence, in world politics. In February 
Khrushchev stunned the delegates to the Twentieth Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union with his bitter, unilateral denuncia
tion of the crimes of Joseph Stalin. Once opened, the Pandora's box 
of de-Stalinisation released c;loud~ of dissension and disunity in easterQ 
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Europe. In the autumn of 1956, when the citizens of Budapest ros~ in 
revolt against the oppressive Communist regime in Hungary, d1rect 
Soviet military action was required to restore control in that "people's 
democracy." Seven years later, in a statement released in September 
1963, Peking alleged that Mao Tse-tung and the Chinese Communists 
had "insisted on the taking of all necessary measures to smash the 
counter-revolutionary rebellion in Hungary" and had, at the critical 
moment, buttressed the Soviet leaders when they "intended to adopt a 
policy of capitulation and abandon socialist Hungary."* By decisively 
supporting Russian authority in a crisis situation, Mao for the first time 
played a role directly affecting European as well as Asian Communism. 
During 1956, Peking issued two policy statements which, more than any 
earlier Chinese pronouncement, marked the rise of the Chinese Com
munist Party to a position of major political and ideological authority in 
the bloc. Mao Tse-tung and his doctrinal advisors, including Ch'en 
Po-ta and others, were clearly responsible for the general policy line 
taken in Peking's then unprecedented statements.t 

Within the Chinese Communist Party, the "unity-struggk-unity" 
formula for combating deviant "leftist" or "rightist" influences had 
been standard operating procedure for many years. During 1956, Peking 
had initiated its "Hundred Flowers" campaign, designed to mobilise 
the support of the Chinese intellectuals by permitting more overt criticism 
of political conditions. The Hungarian explosion, and the brutal Soviet 
sup~ression of that uprising, however, had definite repercussionf. at 
Pekmg. Mao Tse-tung, anxious to avoid anything so obvious and so 
deplor~ble as a Hungarian-type revolt in China, thus produced a new 
analysis of the concept of "contradictions" as a key to social relations 
and social change, elaborating ideas which he had expressed in his 1937 
statement, On Contradiction. Mao's February 1957 speech, On the 
Corr~ct Handling of Contradictions among the People, was only released 
pu~hcly in June of that year when Peking pressed a new "anti-rightist" 
dnve to curb the spate of overt criticism of the regime which had finally 
appeared during the late spring of that year; the delay gave rise to wide
spread speculation outside China as to probable changes made in its 

* Peking's d" 1 · "I r · 
is giv . lsc osure of this and other lund deta1 s o recent Smo-Soviet relations 
depar~~m the long article released jointly on. September 6, 1963, by the editorial 
Develo ents of the People's Daily and the JOurnal Red F/~g, "The Origin and 
Ourselv~~~nt of the Differences between the Leadership of the CPSU and 

t On the Hist . · 1 . . ' · .r l p . . 
and M . ouca Expel"lencc of the D1ctatorsmp OJ t '7 roleta,.,at (April 5, 1956), 
(Dec 0b c 011 the Historical Experience of the Dictatorship of tlze Proletariat em er 29, 1956). 
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text in the interim.* Mao's speech reiterated the view that human 
society develops through a continuous process of creating and resolving 
contradictions. It offered an extended analysis of the nature of the con
tradictions in Chinese society and of the manner in which the Communist 
Party should proceed to resolve them. Two types of social contradictions 
exist, Mao stated. Those within the ranks of "the people" are "non
antagonistic," and should be resolved by discussion and education aimed 
at showing the critic the error of his criticism and the validity of Com
munist policy. Contradictions "between ourselves and our enemies," 
on the other hand, are "antagonistic," and can only be resolved by 
"drawing a line between us and our enemies." Thus Mao reiterated 
his long-standing view that effective political action depends, first, upon 
distinguishing between friend and foe, and, second, upon identifying the 
major foe at any particular point in time; and he affirmed his belief 
that contradictions pervade society not. only during the stage of transition 
to Socialism but also after the eventual establishment of Socialism 
(Communism). In Mao's analysis, situations creating "contradictions" 
in society are not only universal but also eternal, a view which the Russian 
comrades at Moscow were reluctant to accept. 

Afao versus Khrushchev 

The year 1957, marked by major Russian gains in intercontinental 
ballistic missiles and by the launching of Sputnik I, brought a further 
shift in Mao Tse-tung's international outlook and an apparent readjust
ment of priorities. Developments since 1953, especially China's new role 
as influential arbiter in bloc affairs, provided Mao with more leverage on 
Russian policies than had been available during the Stalin era. China's 
new status was confirmed by the signature on October 15, 1957, of a 
Sino-Soviet agreement on New Technology for National Defence, 
under which the U.S.S.R. agreed to supply China with a sample of an 
atomic bomb and technical data concerning its manufacture. Viewing the 
global distribution of power, Mao estimated that these developments had 
brought a decisive military and psychological shift in world politics. He 
concluded that the Communist bloc, with its new military lead over the 
West, could take advantage of that imbalance to extend its authority, par
ticularly in the underdeveloped areas, before the United States could take 
effective measures to deal with the recession then affecting the American 

* The full text, with editorial and bibliographical comment, is given in Communist 
China 1955, 1959, Policy Documents and Analysis (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 1962), pp. 273-294. · 
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economy and to respond to the challenge. Mao also felt that a co-ordina
ted effort which would focus the totality of the bloc's resources on the 
world scene could offset economic weaknesses and political tensions 
then becoming manifest within China. 

On his second trip to Moscow, when the leaders of the Communist 
world gathered in November 1957 to mark the fortieth anniversary 
of the Bolshevik revolution, Mao Tse-tung made a militant defence of 
Soviet leadership in the bloc: 

The Socialist force has surpassed the imperialist force. Our Socialist 
C:J.mp should have a leader, and this is the Soviet Union. The enemy also 
has a leadt:r, and this is America. If there is no leader, the strength will be 
weakened. 

At the- same time, in a speech to Chinese students at Moscow University 
~n November 17, 1957, Mao presented a new formula, distinctly Chinese 
m flavour, proclaiming the strategic ascendency of the Communist over 
the Western bloc. "Today," Mao phrased it, "the east wind prevails over 
the west wind." It was the last trip to the erstwhile Mecca of world 
Communism. 

Mao Tse-tung's personal role in the tangled history of Chinese 
dom_estie and foreign policies during the 1958-63 period remains obscure. 
Logic suggests that he must have been atthe centre ofthe decision-making 
process at Peking, and that he therefore must be assigned responsibility 
for the gambles involved in· the drastic effort at accelerated economic 
growth launched in 1958. The Great Leap Forward and the formation 
of people's communes marked a radical change in economic planning 
and P~licy, and a drastic departure from the experiences of China's 
first ~Ive Year Plan (1953-57), during which Soviet economic aid and 
techmcal assistance had been of major importance. Total mobilisation 
of domestic resources for rapid industrialisation was paralleled during 
l95~ b~ commitment to a generally bolder strategy abroad. Peking's 
bellicosity was manifest in its renewed attention focused on Taiwan and 
the offshore islands, a crisis which raised international tensions in the 
Far East to heights comparable to those which had prevailed at the 
outbreak of the Korean war in 1950. Khrushchev's hasty trip to Peking 
(July 28-August 3, 1958) to meet with Mao was doubtless motivated 
partly by Moscow's fear that the Chinese Communist leaders might 
embark on rash moves which would involve the U.S.S.R. in a direct 
c~nfrontation with the United States over Taiwan, an area which had no 
direct bearing on Russian national interests. Though the results of the 
1958 discussions were not reve~led at the time, Peking charged in Septem~ 

46 



MAO THE RULER 

her 1963 that the "leadership of the CPSU" had then put forward 
"unreasonable demands designed to bring China under Soviet military 
control." 

Not long thereafter, on June 20, 1959, according to the Chinese 
Communists, the Soviet Government unilaterally scrapped the October 
1957 nuclear accord with China, thus seriously crippling Peking's 
nuclear programme. That autumn, shortly after his return from meeting 
with President Eisenhower in the United States, Nikita Khrushchev made 
his third trip to Peking.* Though he and Mao stood side by side atop 
the Gate of Heavenly Peace on October 1, 1959, witnessing the massive, 
day-long celebrations with which the Chinese marked the tenth anni 
versary of the People's Republic of China, Chinese adulation was directed 
entirely towards Chairman Mao. Despite growing economic difficulties 
which were apparent by 1959, despite growing Chinese frustration with 
the course of Soviet policy, the day was undeniably Mao Tse-tung Day, 
as the years since October 1949 had been Mao Tse-tung's decade. To 
the Chinese Communists at least, Mao was the man who had negotiated 
with Stalin as leader of an autonomous Communist party and nation. 
Khrushchev had only served under Stalin. 

By 1960, it was clear to Peking that the U.S.S.R. had no intention 
of providing China with effective long-term assistance either in expansion 
of industry or in development of nuclear weapons. This fact has underlain 
much of the bitter political and ideological conflict which had been the 
major development in international Communism during the early 1960s. 
In July 1960, the Soviet Government, again acting unilaterally, recalled 
all Russian technical advisers and experts from China, voided "hundreds 
of agreements and contracts," and suspended shipments of equipment 
and materials to China. Friction between the Russian and Chinese parties 
was increasingly evident at the major international meeting of Communist 
parties held at Moscow in November 1960 (when Liu Shao-ch'i spoke 
for Mao) and at the Twenty-second Congress of the Soviet party in 
October 1961 (when Chou En-lai represented Mao). By the time of the 
Cuban and Sino-Indian crises in the autumn of 1962, effective con
sultation between the party elites at Moscow and Peking evidently 
declined to zero. 

* The protocol-conscious Chinese have not lost sight of the fact that Khrushchev has 
come three times to Peking, while Mao has been only twice to Moscow. 
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Peking: new centre of neo-orthodoxy 

Another major issue in the dispute which has split the two major 
Communist Parties of the bloc has related to the appropriate tactics 
to be used in the industrially backward areas of the world. Though 
sanitised and superficially homogenised, the People's Republic of China 
remains a poor and largely non-modernised peasant country, still beset, 
as China has been through the centuries, with recurring natural calamities, 
still attempting to create a viable system of state-controlled industrialisa
tion. China's development is still, in large part, technologically primitive 
and heavily dependent upon human labour. Yet these very facts, com
bined with Peking's aggressive anti-Western political propaganda, often 
facilitate communication with other poverty-stricken, non-industrialised 
areas. Despite the serious difficulties of the past few years, Peking argues 
that China's do-it-yourself approach to economic development is more 
relevant to the practical needs of the agrari'an nations than the approach 
of either the United States or the Soviet Union, both of which already 
possess mature and expanding economic systems. 

. At the same time, Mao Tse-tung's view of the international situation 
m the 1960 must also be assessed against the background of original 
political-strategic precepts which he developed while an insurgent leader. 
In his writings on the period which Peking officially labels the "second 
revolutionary civil war" in China (1927-37), Mao emphasised the fact 
that "we are to despise all enemies strategically and to take account of 
all enemies tactically".* Strategically, with regard to the whole situation 
revolutionaries must "despise the enemy," struggle against him, and dar~ 
t~ seize victory. Tactically, with regard to each specific struggle, revolu
tionaries must take the enemy seriously, be prudent, carefully study 
a?d perfect the art of struggle, and adopt forms of struggle suited to 
different times places and conditions in order to isolate and wipe 
0 t ' ' u the enemy step by step.t A decade later, in August 1946, in a major 
statement dealing with the domestic and international situation, Mao 
enunciated another well-known thesis in Chinese Communist political 
doctrine: "All reactionaries are paper tigers. In appearance the 
reactionaries are terrifying, but in reality they are not so powerful. From 
a long-term point of view, it is not the reactionaries but the people who 

"' ~lr the ~ecessity of despising the enemy s!rategically but ta~i~g full account of 
D m tactically see Mao Tse-tung, Strategic Prablems of Chma s Re1•olution War 
10~:~Vt_~er 19j6 (Peking : Foreign Languages Press, 1954), Chap. 5, sect. 6, pp: 

t 1~i~~fficial interpretation is given in a note in Mao Tse-tung, Selected Works, IV 
e mg: Foreign Languages Press, 1961), p. 98n. 
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are really powerful."* Mao's formulations of the 1930s and 1940s still 
strongly influence Peking's international outlook in the nuclear age. 
"American imperialism," in the Chinese view, should be despised 
strategically but respected tactically. The short-term potency of American 
military power should be recognised in specific combat or conflict situa
tions; the long-term effectiveness of American power is illusory, since 
that power rests in its international setting, on political bases as vulnerable 
as those upon which .Chiang Kai-shek and the Kuomintangtook their 
stand in China during the 1940s. Through gaining support in the anti
colonialist new nations, and through ~undermining the political balance 
on which the American military position in these areas must rest, Chinese 
Communism 'must ultimately and irresistibly triumph over the ''paper 
tiger." 

Mao's recent idealised image of himself as leader of the under
privileged peoples of the non-Wer.tern world has introduced a radically 
new dimension to international politics. Many of Peking's actions in 
Asia may be explained rationally if viewed against the backdrop of China's 
traditionally dominant position in the eastern sector of the Asian main
land. Racist, as distinct from Pan-Asian, instincts have, however, been 
absent from the conventional Chinese Weltanschauung, and it is doubtful 
whether any responsible Chinese leader has ever identified himself 
directly with the "coioured" races of the world. The Chinese outlook has 
rather been culturalistic: the Chinese are by nature a superior people, 
an attitude similar in some respects to the classical Greek view that all 
non-Hellenes were barbarians. Yet it has been apparent that, in areas 
distant from Asia where Chinese interests had formerly been minimal 
or non-existent, a new element has activated Peking's programmes in 
recent years. This element may be defined as Peking's sense of manifest 
destiny: that China now has a long-term mission to lead the historic 
struggle of the non-Caucasion peoples of the world not only against 
Western "imperialism" but also againr.t white discrimination and 
condescension everywhere. 

Mao Tse-tung's sense of global mission was dramatically reflected in 
the public statement issued at Peking on August 8, 1963.t Signed simply 
''Mao Tse-tung," without the conventional identification as "Chairman 

• See "Talk with the American Correspondent Anna Louise Strong," in Mao, 
Selected Works, IV (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1961), p, 100. See also 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung on "Imperialism and All Reactionaries Are Paper Tigers" 
(Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1958). 

t NCNA, August 8, 1963. 
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of the Communist Party of China" which has normally accompanied his 
public utterances, this was the first full statement directly accredited 
to Mao since his On tlze Correct Handling of Contradictions among tlze 
People of 1957. Entitled "Statement calling upon the people of the 
world to unite against racial discrimination by United States imperialism 
and support the American Negroes in their struggle against racial dis
crimination," this unusual pronouncement recorded the " resolute 
support" of the Chinese people for the American Negroes "in their 
struggle ... for freedom and human rights." 

In the United States, it is only the reactionary ruling circles among the whites 
who are oppressing the Negro people . . . At present, it is the handful 
of imperialists, headed by th~ United States, and their supporters the 
reactionaries in different countries, who are practising oppression' and 
aggression and making threats against th_e overwhelming majority of the 
nations and peoples of the world. We are m the majority and they arc in 
the minority, At most, they arc less than 1_0 per cent. of the 3,000 million 
population of the world. I am firmly convmced that, with the support 
o~ more than 90 per cent. of the peoples of the world, the American Negroes 
~ill be victorious in their just struggle. The evil system of colonialism and 
Imperialism grew up along with the enslav~ment of Negroes and the trade in 
Negroes; it will surely come to its end With the thorough emancipation of the 
black people. 

On August 29, 1963, Mao :rse~tun~ released an?th~r, less significant, 
pronouncement on the situatiOn m VIetnam. Agam Signed simply"M 
Tse-tung," this document was entitled, "Statement opposing aggrc . ao 

· SSIOU 
agamst Southern Vietnam and slaughter of people there by United St t 
Ng n· 1 a es-

0 m 1 Diem clique."* 

Mao's recent attitude toward the Soviet Union is a problem in pi 
causaf . . I . . ural IOn; power consideratwns, natwna mterests, Ideological · 
and I A h Issues cu tural patterns are all involved. t t e same time, perso 1. fact . M . na 1ty 

. ors, though obscure, are also operative. ao evidently has 1 
estJm t 'bl d 1· bl C a ow a e of Khrushchev as respons1 e an re Ja e ommunist 1 
Proc d' Cl · 1 eader ee mg from the premise that una now 1as nothing to 1 . · 
poJ·r ose 111 
• 1 Ic~I warfare with the Russians, Mao Tse-tung has pressed 
~:cr~as~ngl~ violent attack on the prese_nt _"leadership of the CPSU a~ 

gmnmg m December 1962 and contmmng through 1963 Pek· ·, 
Propag d . t ' 111g s 
h an a effort has embraced a massive a tempt to project the th 

t at th C . . 1 eme . e hmese Communist Party JS now t 1e defender of the b . 
Pnncipl f . . . I M D I . asJc 
th es o MarxJsm-Lemmsm, t le oscow ec aratJOn of 1957 

e M 1. . , and 
oscow Statement of 1960. The po JCJes of the Soviet Party are 

* NCNA, August 29, 1963. 
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portrayed as crude, wavering and inconsistent; Khrushchev and his 
associates are labelled "out-and-out revisionists", men who have deserted 
the true faith and become irrationally aggressive (as in placing missiles 
in Cuba) and then "cowardly as mice" (in withdrawing them in the face 
of firm United States pressure). 

These political pyrotechnics suggest that Mao Tse-tung, despite 
China's basic weakness in the military, industrial and scientific fields, 
expects the Communist Party of China to gain direct leadership over the 
main line of international Communist policy. The attainment of such 
leadership may at present be only a long-range target for the Peking 
Politburo. Yet, even from his present position of relative isolation, Mao 
has tarnished the image of Soviet infallibility, sabotaged Moscow's ideo
logical transmission system, weakened the Kremlin's hold over what was 
formerly described as the world Communist movement, and compromised 
Khrushchev's self-appointed role as spokesman for the "camp of Social
ism" and for all "peace-loving humanity." The emergence of Peking 
as a new centre of aggressive nco-orthodox political authority has 
challenged Moscow's command system, and has now made it impossible 
for either Khrushchev or any other Soviet leader to re-establish the type 
of unified direction which the Kremlin did represent for four decades 
after the Russian revolution of 1917. Mao Tse-tung was a marginal man 
in the international Communist movement when he gained power in the 
Chinese Party during the early 1940s; he was still a marginal man in 
Moscow's eyes when he gained national power in China in 1949. The 
letter of June 14, 1963, of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com
munist Party, combined with the subsequent flow of disclosures from 
Peking challenging the authority, principles and policies of the Soviet 
party leadership, has again left Mao as the great Outsider.* But Mao's 
pronouncements have also left a major mark on the Establishment, and 
have posed thorny political issues for all Communist parties and leaders 
throughout the world. 

Mao Tse-tung's present role in world politics remains anomalous. 
Mao's status in the socialist sodality remains ambiguous. Within China, 
his position is unique. Master of the Chinese Communist team which 
conquered power, Chairman Mao has since become China's first Marxist
Leninist ruler, though not its first peasant emperor. Political prophet, 
philosopher, strategic genius, male Muse of the Arts, hero of the Iibera-

• Full text of _the Chinese Party's letter is given in New York Times, July 5, 1963, 
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tion, free-style conqueror of the Yangtze;* the image has .bee.n steadily 
lacquered by the most effectively geared propaganda machme m modern 
Chinese history. But the image is still distinctively Chinese: the wise and 
benevolent father of the Sinic tradition, not the grand executioner of the 
Russian mould. For over a quarter of a century, Mao has wielded power 
through and with the party, not -like Stalin- over its head. The key 
political fact about the power system of the Chinese Communist Party 
has been that Mao has kept his first team functioning together as an 
effective unit, not that he himself has been hierarchically in the top 
signal-calling slot. In September 1956, the Eighth National Party Con
gress re-elected Mao chairman of the Central Committee, the Political 
Bureau, and the seven-man standing committee of the Politburo, at the 
same time that it created the new position of honorary chairman of the 
party, a post to which Mao will presumably retire. Chairman of the 
People's Republic of China for a decade after 1949, Mao announced in 
December 1958 that he planned to relinquish these administrative respon
sibilities.t In April 1959, Liu Shao-ch'i succeeded him as chief of state 
and concurrently chairman of the National Defence Council. Mao thus 
made his fellow provincial "comrade-in-arms" his successor as head of 
th.e government :,tructure during his lifetime, an apparent attempt to raise 
Lm. ~hove all possible rivals and thus to ensure his later succession to the 
decisive position of chairman of the Chinese Communist Party. In 
De~ember 1954, Chou En-Iai had replaced Mao as chairman of the 
Chmese People's Political Consultative Co.nference. Today Mao retains 
only the nominal post of honorary chairman of the People's Po lit' 1 Co It · · · 1ca nsu atiVe Conference, his sole remammg government position. 

*In M 19 
maday. 56, Mao reportedly swam the Yangtze from Wuchang to Hankow H 
coure It by "guerrilla means," floating with the. current and following a ;i za e 
Ha se. That summer he reportedly swam the nver a second and third time f g 

nyang to Wuchang. ' - rom 

t ~nh aspect of Mao's decision may have been to demonstrate that in contrast to 
rushchev, he could lead the party without heading the govcrnme~t. 
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'' Comrade Mao Tse-tung is a great Marxist thinker and theoretician. 
Integrating the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with the practice of 
China's revolution, not only has he led the Chinese people to victory in the 
revolution and to transform the face of our country, he has also creatively 
developed Marxism-Leninism." 

Thus the leading sentences of a pamphlet published at Peking in 1961.* 
" Chairman Mao Tse-tung this afternoon received Alfred Gondo, representative 
of the Zimbabwe Africa People's Union, Katjimnina Veil and Moses 
Katjiuongua, youth delegates of the Southwest African National Union, 
and Mahjoud Sen Seddik, President of the All-Africa Trade Union Federation 
and General Secretary of the Moroccan Union of Labor. He had a cordial 
talk with them." 

Thus a news report from Peking in the spring of 1963.t 

The style may be circuitous and turgid, but the intent is straight
forward. Within China, Comrade Mao has been placed in a new pan
theon of heroes; Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao Tse-tung, with 
Mao the only living Communist in the quintet. Outside China, Peking's 
propaganda machinery projects Chairman Mao as major Asian nationalist 
leader: Lenin's self-appointed successor who has directed the process of 
anti-imperialist political and military mobilisation made real by the 
Chinese Communist example. 

Critical assessment of Mao Tse-tung involves one of the central 
problems of the historian's craft: the conflict between present-mindedness 
and historical-mindedness. The remoteness of rural China from the 

• Lin Mo-han Raise Higher the Banner of Mao Tse-ttmg's Thought 011 Art and 
Literalllre (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1961), p. I. 

t NCNA, March 18, 1963. 
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experience of most of us; the paucity of data on Mao's personality; the 
fact that most students of international Communism have only become 
aware of China since 1949; the understandable desire to gauge the cur
rents of political and doctrinal strife which have brought diversity and 
conflict to the Communist bloc: all these factors conspire to fru!>trate the 
biographer and humanist. The result has been that studies of Mao Tse
tung, laced with overgenerous portions of hindsight, speculation and 
hasty analysis, have generally left the reader with a lacquered image 
rather than an historical Mao Tse-tung, the product and one of the 
shakers of the traditional Chinese world which vanished in the aftermath 
of the May Fourth movement.* The erosion of ethical standards, 
economic backwardness, social frictions, governmental slovenliness, and 
unrestrained militarism during the early republican period created the 
environment which permitted the growth and development of a Com
munist movement in China. But it was imperial Japan, not Stalinist 
Russia, which made the most direct contribution to Mao Tse-tung's 
political success, thereby confirming the axio~p. that Communism has 
spread most rapidly and most virulently in the social chaos created by the 
great international wars of this century.t Mao's role in this process of 
change stemmed from one practical and highly personal fact. He either 
possessed or acquired the combination of technical abilities and person
ality traits to organise an effective political-military orgnisation, to 
command and control respect as its leader, to utilise a period of national 
crisis to gain power in China, and to be willing to assume responsibility 
for the consequences of his decisions and his gambles. 

A balanced estimate of Mao as political leader would require prior 
estimates, first of the nature of Communism in China and, second, of the 
specific role of Mao himself. The Communist revolt in China has been a 
complex blend of many motivations, impulses, ideas and individuals. 
The observation that the Chinese Communist Party has long recognised 
the crucial importance of power in a major social revolution is hardly 
surprising; the argument that Communism's only goal in China has been 
to gain and hold total power, however, represents a superficial reading of 
the varieties of frustration and aspiration which bred the movement and 
bore it to power. Within China, the Communist Party's goal since 1949 
has been radical reorganisation of Chinese society to attain national 
modernisation and self-sustaining economic growth in the shortest pos
sible time; basically, this programme represents a reaction to the pattern 

"'See Joseph R. Levenson. "The Day Confucius Died"Jouma/ of Asian Studies XX 
(February 1961), 221-226, review of Chow Tse-tsung, The May Fourth Movem;1u. 

t Windfalls like Cuba are exception to the rule. 
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of underdevelopment and low productivity which was the most readily 
identifiable feature of the socio-economic horizon when Mao gained 
power. Outside China, Peking's goal since 1949 has been radical redistri
bution of power and influence to the end that China may gain generally 
recognised status as a great power and that Peking's political formulae 
may be spread to the widest possible audience; essentially, this pro
gramme represents a reaction to the fact that China for a century before 
19 50 counted for virtually nothing in international politics. Whatever the 
degree of Peking's success, whatever the criteria used to measure success 
or failure, Communism in operation in China has combined operational 
flexibility with firm retention of a power monopoly effectively exercised 
by the Communist party through a system of political control which to 
date has shown no signs of disintegrating, melting or mellowing. 

Clearly there would have been a Communist movement in China had 
no male child named Mao Tse-tung been born in central Hunan on the 
day after Christmas of 1893. Probably the Communist movement in 
China could have gained national power had Mao never attained control 
of its central apparatus. Yet the fact that Mao emerged as leader at a 
particular point shaped the pattern of politics in China, even as Lenin's 
appearance at a particular point in the Bolshevik movement shaped the 
Russian revolution. Unlike Stalin, Mao Tse-tung himself was the princi
pal leader of the political-military machine which gained power in China 
in 1949-50 and has maintained an effective totalitarian structure of power 
since. Like Stalin, Mao has been personally responsible for the policies 
which have led to the expansion of national power in his country. For 
over forty years, Mao Tse-tung has relied on the general theory of 
Communism a!; a guide to political action. The converse proposition has 
not been true. Mao's practical application of Marxism-Leninism in 
China outstrips any contTibution which the "thought of Mao Tse-tung" 
has made to the general theory. Mao's main historical role has been as 
cultural domesticator of Communism: political leader with sufficient 
determination and imagination to adapt the theory to the particular 
conditions in China where the overwhelming bulk of the population-and 
of the Communist Party-is peasant. As an intelligent Chinese of 
peasant origin, Mao Tse-tung has been well qualified by both background 
and temperament to mobilise a Communist party-led revolt based on 
latent nationalism and actual human discontent. 

How did it happen? Perhaps the most vital requirements for Mao 
Tse-tung have been readiness to confront deeply entrenched social 
problems on a realistic basis, and ability to project a forward-looking 
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vxs1on of the potential perfectability of Chinese society in the future. 
Realistic challenge implies a sense of politics; effective projection involves 
a sense of history. 

The greatness of a political leader is generally in proportion to the 
greatness of his society. As theorem, this statement may be dubious; as 
observation, it is relevant to the political history of China between 1911 
and 1949. The republican period was not a classical era of great cultural 
creativity and great men. Indeed, the most conspicuous feature of 
Chinese political life after the decline and fall of the imperial dynasty was 
the lack of any effective system of social responsibility; the most notable 
characteristic of China's political leadership, lack of broad-scale vision 
and realistic planning. Mao Tse-tung has stood out as one of the very 
few national leaders in twentieth-century China who has shown sustained 
concern with the hardships, brutality, and grinding want which character
ised the lot of the poorer peasants.* This concern required no sophisti
cated Marxist rationale. Instinctively, Mao saw that the oppression and 
narrowness of peasant life were wrong; pragmatically, he saw that the 
poor peasantry represented a class whose role was determined not by its 
social character but by the degree of its deprivation. Further, Mao 
recognised that a major source of potential political energy rested in the 
Chinese peasants; and that the leader able to exploit and mobilise that 
energy source was destined to triumph in China in the long run. Though 
based essentially on indigenous stimuli, Mao Tse-tung's approach to 
politics was not dissimilar to Lenin's. Mao argued realistically that the 
indoctrinated Communist elite knew the true interests of the peasants 
better than the unindoctrinated peasants themselves; he knew that the 
tradition of a ruling elite with a self-generated code of discipline and 
responsibility was neither novel nor heretical in China. Finally, Mao's 
philosophy of politics has been consistent in its recognition of the essential 
role of force and violence in a major social revolution. 

A revolution is not the same as inviting people to dinner, or writing 
essay, or painting a picture, or doing fancy ~eedle-:vork; it cannot be anythi:: 
so refined, so calm and gentle, or so m1ld, km~, courteous, restrained and 
magnanimous. A revolution is . . . an act of VIOlence whereby one class 
overthrows another. t 

*Sun. Yat-sen and Feng Yu-hsiang come to mind as other examples of leaders with 
th1s concern. 

t "Report on an Investigation into the Peasant Movement .in Hunan," Mao Tsc
tung, Selected Works I 1926-36 (New York: InternatiOnal Publishers 1954) 
p. 27. , ' ' , 
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Mao Tse-tung himself has survived a violent revolution. And, in 
surviving, he has made manifest that sense of history and of active 
involvement with history which marked some of the strong Western poli
tical leaders of the period before the New Frontier. Roosevelt, Churchill, 
de Gaulle-the men of the Old Frontier-were all leaders with a classical 
style: men who craved the power to dominate events, to leave their 
mark on large affairs. All had a knowledge of history as well as a 
conception of the historical process, an instinct for the grand tendencies, 
a feeling for the direction in which the world, for better or for worse, was 
moving.* All were event-making rather than merely eventful men.t 
Though he comes from a totally different background, Mao Tse-tung 
shares that peculiar sense of daring and initiative which must inform 
strong leadership and buttress its loneliness. Mao has a vision of history 
which links past and future, and gives his immediate decisions both 
setting and rationale. That vision is dominated by the sense that the two 
major political ground-swells of our era are the emergence of a strong 
and unified Communist China after a century of weakness, and the 
psychological emancipation of the peoples of the non-Western world. 

Mao Tse-tung's sense of history may be questioned by Western 
leaders, whose lack of understanding of China is little short of monu
mental. But Mao's role as twentieth-century China's major political 
figure cannot be ignored. Since his youthful student days at Changsha 
during the First World War, he has combined the extraordinary patience, 
ruthlessness and self-assurance of the man who links social idealism with 
the certainty of ultimate triumph. Nearly half a century later, Chairman 
Mao the lacquered image is ubiquitous, while the personality mechanism 
which makes Mao Tse-tung the man function remains elusive. When in 
Peking, he inhabits a graceful old one-storey yellow-roofed residence in 
the Imperial City, attending official functions, greeting selected visitors, 
treading China's red carpet, conferring with his Politburo associates, 
planning political strategy. Actually, he dislikes the north China winters, 
and spends several months of the year travelling or residing in the more 
equable climate of central China. His present wife, to whom he has been 
married since 1939, has reportedly long been in poor health and is rarely 

* It has been one of the ironies of the post-war period !hat Churchill and de Gaulle, 
with their love of imperial power, should have presided over the liquidation of 
the two great European empires of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

t For the distinction, see Chap. IX, "The Eventful M<lD and the Event-making 
Man," in Sidney Hook, Tlte He,·o i11 History (Boston: Beacon Press, 1943, 1955), 
pp. 151-183. 

57 



MAO TSE-TUNG 

seen in public.* Mao's own estimate of his health, given when Edgar 
Snow dined privately with him at his home in Peking in 1960, was that 
he was "holding the status quo.'' Much heavier than at Yen an, Mao was 
eating moderately, drinking some mao-t'ai, and smokingfewercigarettes, 
his principal indulgence for many years. 

Incongruously, the leader and symbol of Communism in China has 
something of the dignified bearing of the Chinese gentry. Relaxed, 
shrewd, quick to perceive nuances, Mao has reportedly preserved a sense 
of humour, as well as the best-known chin mole in East Asia. He has 
also preserved a casual approach to personal appearances. When Snow 
talked with him in 1960, Mao was wearing brown leather shoes which 
needed polishing, and cotton socks which hung loosely about his ankles. 
With the tenacity and stubborn mulishness of the pepper-loving Hunan
esc, Mao Tse-tung has seen his course and followed it to his seventieth 
year. No man can do more. 

• His elde~t son, Mao An-ying, was k_illed in the Korean war; a~other son is now 
an engmeer working in the provmces; a younger daughter has been a university 
student at Peking. 
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The political career of Mao Tse-tung must be studied within the context of 
Chinese history since 1900 and of Chinese Communism since the May Fourth 
movement. No adequate survey of either subject is yet available. The most useful 
guides to the sources on party hi~tory are the annotated bibliographies prepared by 
Chun-tu Hsueh covering materials in the Chinese collection of the Hoover Institution 
on War, Revolution, and Peace: The Chinese Communist Mo1·ement, 1921-1937 
(Stanford: 1960) and Tlze Chinese Communist Mm•ement, 1937-1949 (Stanford: 1962). 
A basic guide to Chinese essays and articles on recent Chinese history is Chung-kuo 
Shilz-lzsuelz Lun-wen So-yin (Peking: 1957), I, 178-227. Allan B. Cole, Forty Years 
of Chinese Communism: Selected Readings witlz Commentary (Washington: American 
Historical Association, Service Center for Teachers of History, Publication No. 47, 
1962), provides a useful introduction to English-language bibliography. 

There is no satisfactory political biography of Mao Tse-tung. Edgar Snow's 
Red Star ol'er China (London: 1937) is a primary source, containing Mao's autobio
graphical account as recorded by Snow through an interpreter in northern Shensi 
in 1936; its chronology, however, is imprecise, and it contains other 
inaccuracies. Snow's recent book, The Other Side of the Ri1•er: Red China Today 
(1962), also contains a long section on Mao the man, pp. I 13-159, as well as a note 
clarifying certain aspects of the complex history of the book Red Star o1•er .China 
(pp. 773-774, note 1). The most important recent source on Mao's pre-1927 career 
is Li Jui, Mao Tse-tung T'ung-chilz ti Clz'u-chi'i Ko-ming Huo-tung (Comrade Mao 
Tse-llmg's Early Rel'olutionary Actil'ities) (Peking: 1957); though an official inter
pretation, this volum~ provid~3 m:~::h basic data on Mao's life in Hunan not 
available elsewhere. The slighter books by the brothers Hsiao should also be men
tioned. That by the Communist, Hsiao San (Emi Siao, Emil Siao), is entitled Mao 
Tse-tung T'ung-chilt ti Erh-t'ung Shih-tai, Ch'ing-nien Shih-tai, yii Cft'u-ch'i Ko-ming 
Huo-tung (Peking: 1949), translated into English as Mao Tse-tung, His Childhood 
and Youtlz (Bombay: 1953); the semi-fictionalised account of Mao's school days at 
Changsha by the anti-Communist brother, Hsiao Shu-tung (Siao-yu), is entitled Mao 
Tse-tung and I Were Beggars (Syracuse: 1959). Mao Tse-tung yii Hung-lwo (Mao 
Tse-tung and the Red Calamity) is a 560-page summary of available published 
materials prepared by the sixth section of the Central Executive Committee of tlw 
Kuomintang (Taipei: no d<ne1 [<;>reword dated June 1959), 
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George Paloczi-Horvath's Mao Tse-tung: Emperor of tire Blue Ants (London: 
1962) is an extravagant and sharply hostile portrayal based on selected facts drawn 
from secondary sources by a Hungarian ex-Communist now resident in England. 
Hardly an objective account, the book does not under-stress the fact of Mao's power, 
though it over-simplifks its foundations. Robert Payne's Portrait of a Re1·olutionary: 
Mao Tse-twrg (revised edition, 1961), a slightly warmed-over version of a book 
published originally in 1950, is neither serious biography nor sound history. 
Though occasionally penetrating, Payne's book is superficial and inaccurate, contain
ing one early picture of·· Mao" which upon examination turns out to be Ho Hsiang
ning (Madame Liao Chung·k'ai). Roy Mac Gregor-Hastie, Tire Red Barbarians: tire 
Life and Times of Mao Tse-twrg (London: 1961), is pure fiction, useless as history 
except for or.e excellent recent photograph of Peking's first-string backfield (Mao, Liu 
Shao-ch'i, Chou En-lai and Chu Teh) following page 112. Alfred Luckenhaus, l'vfao 
Tse-twrg (Berlin: 195il) is a 90-page undocumented sketch appraising Mao's position 
and policies, though the booklet summarises familiar data, it is modest in tone and 
reasonably accurate in f:lct. Kaizuka Shigeki, Mo Taku-to Den (Biography of Mao 
Tse-trmg) (Tokyo: 1956), is a popular account by a prominent Japanese scholar of 
traditional China. 

C~ang Kuo-t'ao's account "Mao-a New Portrait by an Old Colleague;• 
co_ntams interesting data about Mao and his principal colleagues (New York 
Tllnes Magazine, August 2, 1953). A useful brief sketch of Mao appears in Peter 
S. H. Tang, Communist China Today (1961 edition), in the sections on "Mao Tse
tun~: the Man and His Position" (pp. 71-77) and "The Problem of Internal Soli
danty" (pp, 81_-97). Richard L. Walker has written glo?m,i,Iy of Mao as totalitarian 
despot: "Chairman Mao and The Cult of Personality (Encoumer, June 1960 
Pp. 31-43) and "China's A 11ciell Regime" <.Tire New Leader, October 15 1962• 
pp, 19-21). • • 

The best source on the "thought of Mao Tse-tung" (Mao Tse-tung s .. 11 , • 
h ·• •1/SIQ/tg) as been provided by Mao himself. Unfortunately, we still have no co 1 crit' 11 , . . . Ch' mp etc tca y annotated edition of Mao s wntmgs m mese. For the present stud t' 
of the subject mu~t rely primarily on the Peking-edited version of his Seiect;d w ~~ 8 

four. volumes of which are available in Chinese covering the 1926-39 perio:' sd 
Provided With useful but ex post facto annotations. Five volumes of unofficial En ~~ h 
translations, released by International Publishers, cover the following Period:· IS 

(1926-37), II (1937-38) III (1939-41), IV (1941-45), and V (1945-49). The ." 11 
Volun ' f I d · E I' h b h smg e 1e of Mao's Selected Works thus ar rc ease m ng IS y t e Foreign L . 
ages Press at Peking corresponds to Volume IV of the official Chinese editi ant;u
covers the period from 1945 to 1949. When Peking publishes English-!;~· u and 
translations of the Chinese Volumes l-In, the current official Chinese and E g al~eh 
versio . b "I bl . ·r ng IS . ns of Mao's Selected Works will e avm a e m a um orm edition. Sumewh t 
tailor d . M ' . . a 
f e smce their original appearance, ao s wntmgs are now required reading 
or seventeen million members of the Communist Party of China and for all serious 

students of Chinese Communism elsewhere. Significant for their political and military 
anaiyst"s M · 1 f · t I · h for . • ao's speeches and art1c es ~ ~en preserve m ra~s at10n t e pungent prose 

Which Hunan's most influential poht1cal pamphleteer IS generally known in his 
own country. 

W .~estern students of Mao will benefit from the bibliographical Guide to tlze 
rttmgs of Mao Tse-tmrg iti the East Asiatic Library (New York: Columbia Univer-
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sity Libraries, 1951 ?) and Supplement I (1952?). More generally available, though far 
less c~trcfully prepared, is the checklist, Tile Thought of Mao Tse-tung (External 
Research Paper 138, External Research Division, Department of State, Washington, 
D.C., April 1962). 

A scholarly presentation of many of Mao's writings, including his most recent 
texts and some never before translated, is given in Stuart R. Schram, Tile Political 
Thought of Mao Tse-tung (1963). Schram has also prepared a full translation of 
Mao's article in New Youth on physical education (Apri11917): Mao Ze-dong, Une 
/>tude de l'l!ducatiou physique (Paris: 1962). A convenient, but limited, paperback 
selection of Mao's writings has been made by Anne Fremantle (ed.) in Mao Tse-tung: 
a11 Amllo/ogy of His Writings (1962). Selections arc all taken from the International 
Publishers English-language edition of Mao's Selectee/ Works exc-:pt for excerpts 
from "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions among the People" (1957); Miss 
Frcmantlc has also written on the medieval philosophers. 

Discussions of whether Mao Tsc-tung has or has not been an original theorist 
in applying Marxism-Leninism in China tend to become abstruse and academic. 
Clearly Mao has of necessity been something of an innovator in transplanting 
European and Russian doctrine to China. Yet he has also shown a consistent 
distrust of "dogma," and will probably be remembered and recorded in the history 
of twentieth-century China as practical implementer rather than theoretical innovator 
Discussions of Mao's political thought in relation to Maxism-Leninism include th~ 
following: Arthur A. Cohen, "How Original is •Maoism'?" Problems of Comnumism 
X, 6, November-December 1961, 34-42; Peter S. H. Tang, Communist China Toda;, 
(revised edition, 1961), section on "The Thought of ~ao T~e-tung and the Cult 
of Personality," pp. 97-104; A. Doak Barnett, Commumst Cllma and Asia 0960) 
Chap. 4, "The Roots of Mao's Strategy," pp. 65-96; H. Arthur Steiner, "ldeolo ' 
and Politics in Communist China," Tile Annals of the American Academy ~ 
Political and Social Science, Vol. 321 (January 1959), 29:-39; and Benjamin 1 
Schwartz, Chinese Communism and the Rise of Afao (Cambndge, 1951), Chap. 13· 
"Essential Features of the Maoist Strategy," pp. 189-204. This chapte . ' 
Pro_fe_sso~ s:hwartz's book should be supplemented by his later writings, "On r t~~ 
•Ongmahty of Mao. Tse-tu~g," Foreign Affairs, ?'XXIV, 1.' Oct.ober 1955, 67_ 7 . 
••Ideology and the Smo-Sov1et Alliance" Chap 3 m Moscon-Pekmg A:·a~· St 6• ' ' . . M . " . . rengths 
and Strains (1957), pp. 112-141· and "New Trends m aoJsm? Probl • ems of 
Communism, VI, 4, July-August 1957, 1-8. 

There is also some disagreement in professional circles as to the deg 
. . ffi . I d t . rec of ongmality of Mao's military thought. Peking's o lCJa oc nne on that sub· . 

available in Selected Military Writings of Mao T.w-tuug (1963), a collcct"~ect Is 
. . • . JOn Of 

twenty-nine important articles, speeches, and directives c~venng the Period f 
October 1928 to April 1949. As the analysis of Commumst "strategy " "t ~orn 

d . . . fi ld , aches" an Irregular warfare methods has developed mto a maJOr 1e of rcsearc\ 
creative writing notably in the United States, there are frequent refercnc ~ and 

· ' · · S I B G ·m es tn th l!terature. See, for example, Bngad1er General amue. · n llh, USMC e 
Mao Tse-tung 011 Guerrilla Warfare (1961), Harold C. Hmton, "Political As ' Ret., 
Military Power and Policy in Communist China," in Harry L. Cole (cd.~ccts of 
War and Cold War (Columbus, Ohio, 1962), pp. 266-292; Raymond L. a' Total 
"Unconventional Warfare in Communist Strategy," Foreign Affairs, XL arthoff, 
1962, 566-·575; Chalmers A. Johnson, "Civilian Loyalties and Guerrilla C 4• ~uly 

onfhct,'• 

61 



MAO TSE-TUNG 

World Politics, XIV, 4, July 1962, 646-661; Klaus Knorr, "Unconventional 
Warfare: Strategy and Tactics in Internal Strife," in J. K. Zawodny (ed.), 
"Unconventional Warfare," The Annals of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science, Vol. 341 (May 1962), 53-64; S. M. Chiu, Chinese Comn~unist 
Revolutionary Strategy 1945-1949 (Princeton University, Center of International 
Studies, Research Monograph No. 13, 1961); Henry A. Kissinger, Nuclear W,•apons 
and Foreign Policy (1957), Chap. 10, "The Strategy of Ambiguity-Sino-Soviet 
Strategic Thought," pp. 316-361; and Edward L. Katzenbach, Jr., and Gene Z. 
Hanrahan, "The Revolutionary Strategy of Mao Tse-tung," Political Science 
Quarterly, LXX, 3, September 1955, 321-340. 

~ao's philosophical, literary and economic ideas also need further study. 
The a~~1cle by Vsevolod Holubnychy, "Der dialektischc Materialismus Mao Tse
tungs, Der Ostblock unci die Entwicklwzgs/iincler (Bonn Friedrich-Ebert Stiftung, 
8~9, Sep~ember 1962), 15-59, provides a useful summary of some of Mao's 
~hllosoph1cal concepts, with citation of relevant secondary sources. Mao's official 
hterary views arc summarised in Mao Tse-tung on Art and Literature (Peking: 1960) 
~collection of essays and excerpts taken mostly from the Selected Works. See als~ 
.. ;:ard L. Boorman, "The Literary World of Mao Tse-tung," and Yong-sang Ng, 
(19 e Poetry of ~ao Tse-tung," in Cyril Birch (ed.), Chinese Commw1ist Literature 

6i), a sympos1um volume containing papers stemming from the Ditchlcy Manor 
~on erence sponsored by The China Quarterly in August 1962. A systematic prescnta-

' 1Con ~nd critique of some of Mao's economic ideas is given by Sidney Klein ' aplt r . . . . 
S . a Ism, Soc1ahsm and the Economic Theones of Mao Tse-tung," Political 

Clence Quarterly, LXXIII, 1, March 1958, 28-46. 
D . 

t . esp1te the fact that much basic work remains to be done on Mao Tse-tun!! 
rna enal from d · · · 1 d" · d -' . sccon ary sources is now bemg mcreasmg Y 1ssemmate through 
vanous channels. See for example Max Nomad, Political Heretics from Plato t 
Mao T. ' • o 
S s s~-tung (1963), Fr. Henri Chambre, From Karl fv!arx to Mao Tse-twzg; a 

Y ~ematlc Survey of Marxism-Leninism (1963); S. E. Ayhng, Portraits of Power· 
an mtrocl t · d · 
19 . uc 10" to twemieth-cellfury history (Lon on: new and enlarged edition, 
b. 63), ~nd Vera Micheles Dean, Builders of Emerging Nations (1961). A 
/ographlcal sketch for young people is contained in Olivia Coolidge, 111akers of 

1 ze Red Rerolution (Boston: 1963) pp. 184-231. 
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1 May Fourth Movement is the name given to the movement s~arked off by the 
student demonstration held in Peking on May 4, 1919 agamst the decisions 
reached about China at the Peace Conference at Versailles. The Peace Conference 
instead of allowing the German Concession in Shantung Province to revert t~ 
China, agreed to transfer it to Japan. The Chinese intellecuals and students 
reacted sharply and began a political agitation which s~d~enly ~ansformed China 
from a dormant into an awakened nation. However, It IS possible to conceive of 
the Movement in a wider context· in that sense, it refers to the whole range of 
intellectual revolution in mode;n China, which includes but is far broader than 
the revolution in political thinking. 

2 Tseng Kuo-fan was one of the ablest scholar-generals and viceroys of the 
Chinese Empire in the second half of the 19th century. Tseng was the chief 
a~chitect of the v!~tory of imperial forces over the Taiping rebels (see note 3 below). 
Like most sens1t1Ve Chinese of the period, Tseng felt concerned about the threat 
posed by the West to China and like some of his other colleagues he suggest d 
the remedy of ::self-strcng~hening". By this he ~~ant that China shou~d 
Jearn Western m1htary techniques while retaining traditional values. Tseng fi 1 
that China's moral and political values were superior to their Weste~~ 
counterparts, but the West had better military technology. 

Tso Tsung-t'ang was also a general-scholar who fought against the Tai . 
rebels. Like Tseng, Tso Tsung-t'ang also believed in the possibility of sttiDg 
thening China through western military techniques. In his insistence one~
use of steamship as a means of China's "sclf-streng~hcning", __ Tso was one e 
the chief makers of modern navy for China. In additiOn to m1htary techniqu of 
Tso was also in favour of mechanization in other areas. Thus he was in fa es, 
of building a modern machine-industry and encouraged the opening of wo:~ur 
and cotton mills. en 

3 Taiping rebellion was one of the greatest social upheavals in mod 
times. It lasted thirteen years (1851-64) and took a t~ll of 20 million li:rn 
Although the professed object of the leaders of the rebellion was to estab)_es. 

. b" t ISh peace and Heavenly Kingdom on earth some of their o JeC s were to mode . 
' ~-
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China. The appeal of the Taiping leaders to the average peasant (steeped in 
misery) lay in their theocratic and communistic beliefs. but their programme 
included such things as the introduction of railways. It is remarkable that even 
in the midst of constant fighting, the rebels tried to secure equal distribution of 
land, to simplify the language, to prohibit prostitution, foot-binding, sale of 
slaves, opium smoking etc. The Taiping rebellion seemed to be succeeding and 
at one time controlled vast areas of China including such important centres as 
Nanking. If the rebellion failed in the end, it was largely because of the united 
opposition of the scholar officials and foreign powers. 

6 

Unlike Tseng Kuo-fan and Tso Tsung-t"ang, K'ang Yu-wci was convinced 
of the need for institutional reform in China in add it ion to learning 
we:;tcrn techniques. K'ang proposed that the ancient Examination system 
should be reformed and the army reorganised. But, above all, he suggested the 
introduction of constitutional government in China. Although K'ang wanted 
reuolutionary changes, he was anxious that they should descend from above; he 
believed that China should modernize on the Japanese model. In 1898, K'ang 
got a chance to get his policy implem::nted when Emperor Kuang-hsu came to 
the throne. But within a short time, the old guard got frightened and imprison
ed the Emperor and K'ang fled away. 

Liang Ch'i-ch'ao was a student of K'ang Yu-wei and his co-reformer. 
Although in the beginning he believed in reforms broadly along the lines 
P~oposed by K'ang, in later years he believed in the necessity of greater westcr
msation and introduction of science. While in the first phase Liang was anxious 
to retain some of the traditional values, in the second phase he believed in the 
necessity of science, freedom of thought and westernization and was prepared to 
d~ away with that part of the Chinese tradition which weighed heavily like a 
mtllstone round the neck of China. But Liang was to pass through a third 
Phase. After the First World War he dismissed western civilization as materialist 
and selfish and for this reason far inferior to the traditional Chinese values. 

The 1911 revolution was the culmination of the attempts of those peo 1 
~h?. had com:: to indentify the weakness of China with the "foreig~'~ 

h mg dynasty. The dynasty fell because it was unable to find an answer 0 
~~lution to the challenge posed,by the West. Having failed to modernize Chin~ 

enable her to face the West as an equal, it was open to the charge that the 
Manchus had brought humiliation to China. The revolution began in Octobe 
1911 and one by one the provinces d::clared their independence from thr 
Imp · e 
Re cr1~] Government. Early in 1912 the young Emperor abdicated. The 

PUbhc was proclaimed on January 1, 1912. 

6 

Yen Fu (185~-1921) was an important figure who had studied in the West 
~~d was. most thoroughly learned in western philosophy and social science. 

a~m1red the West at first but later became a conservative. His chief 
c~~tnbution was that he introduced western political, social, economic and 
~0~050_Phical t~ought to the Chi~ese s.ociety ~r hi~ time by transla~ing western 
the k~ mto Chmese. However, hke Lmng Ch 1-ch ao, Yen Fu lost h1s idol after 
W Ftrst World War. He now thought that after centuries of progress the 

est stood for "nothing" more than killings, materialism and selfishness. ' 
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Sung Dynasty ruled China from 960 to 1279. 

Chu Hsi (1122 to 1200) was one of the greatest thinkers of ancient 
China who tried to restore the vigour of ancient Chinese thought and to 
rejuvenate Confucianism by directing his attack on Buddhism. Buddhism had, 
of course, become a major force from the 5th to the 9th centuries and was still 
influential during the lOth and lith centuries. Although Chu Hsi and other 
nco-Confucian thinkers attacked Buddhism, they borrowed its highly sophistica
ted philosophical concepts. By this syncretic method, Chu Hsi gave a new 
philosophical depth to Confucianism. It was under this stimulus that Chu Hsi 
was to write his commentaries of the classics which remained standard down to 
the end of the 19th century. 

New Youth (Hsin Ch'ing-nien) was perhaps the most influential Chinese 
journal of the second decade of the 20th century dealing with the most 
fundamental problems of China. It was edited by Ch'en Tu-hsiu. The question 
of China's plight as a nation, the responsibility of youth, the questions of 
democracy, female suffrage, rights and equality and the 19th-20th century 
philosophical and political trends were among the subjects discussed. 

Li Ta-chao became one of the most influential leaders of the Chinese 
youth after his return to China from Japan, where he pursued his studies. 
Although Li was a historian, he combined his deep historical insight with a 
metaphysical bent of mind. By his personal magnetism coupled with his vision 
of a new self-reliant China, Li was able to attract the advanced youth. In 1921, 
Li became a founder member of the Chinese Communist Party. In 1927, he 
was executed by Chang Tsc-Iin, the Manchurian warlord. 

Ch'en Tu-hsiu was one of the foremost leaders of the intellectual 
renaissance in China. After he founded the Hsin Ch'ing-nien (New Youth), 
Ch'cn became perhaps the most influentia 1 intellectual of his time. Through 
this journal, Ch'en advocated a radical and scientific outlook on all problems. 
In contrast to men like Liang Ch'i-ch'ao Ch'en demanded far more than the 
mere introduction of science to social' problems; he rejected wholesale the 
ancient Chinese tradition and advocated the introduction of western social and 
political institutions as the means for China's resurgence. Among other things, 
he advocated the freeing of women from the fetters that bound them. After the 
Bolshevik revolution, Ch'en's attention turned towards Marxism and he began 
to organise Marxist study groups. In 1921, he became the first Se~retary General 
of the Communist Party of China, a position he held till 1927. He was expelled 
from the party in 1929 for alleged "right opportunism" and died in 1942. 

Hu Shih was another important figure of Chinese intellectual renaissance. 
Hu Shih advocated the use of vernacular in Chinese literature. In his political 
and philosophical writings, Hu Shih was the follower of the philosopher John 
Dewey, under whom he had studied in United States, and believed in a pragmatic 
approach to social and political problems. 

Peiyang warlords of the Anhwei faction : From the time of the establishment 
of the Republic in 1912, there was a struggle for power between the revolutionary 
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armies in the south and the civil wing represented by men like Sun Yet-Sen on 
the one hand and the Peiyang military clique on the other. Power soon passed 
into the hands of Yuan Shih-kai, who became the President. But Yuan 
suspended the constitution (later called the old constitution) and a new consti
tution was proclaimed giving unlimited powers to the President. Yuan even 
tried to re-establish his own dynasty but failed to acheive his aim. After his 
death in 1916, the expectation of unlimited power led to an excessive struggle 
for power. While th-:: old tensions between the North and the South remained 
(despite attempts to settle them), the Northern warlords were further split up into 
the Anhwei and the Chihli factions, called by the;e names because they were in 
control of the Chihli and the Anhwei areas. By 1920, a war had broken out between 
them. 

Hsin Hunan means New Hunan. 

15 Tseng Ch'i (1892-1936) was a vigorous Japan-returned student who formed 
the Young China Association in order to promote nationalism and to animate 
the spirit of rejuvenation. From 1923 onwards he successively formed a rightist 
group known as Children's China Party and later on China Youth Party. 

16 

1:7 

18 

19 

T'an Yen-kai was a revolutionary military man who supported Sun 
Yat-Sen and Kuomintang against the Northern (Peiyang) militarists. T'an was 
one of the most popular military governors of Hunan. He opposed the attempts 
of Yan Shih-k'ai to assume unlimited powers as President and later to become 
Emperor. T'an Yen-Kai believed in a constitutional government. After the 
reorganisation of Kuomintang in 1924 and the admission of Communists into 
Ku_omintang, T'an Yen-kai was one of the members of the sixteen-man committee 
wh1ch had been appointed to govern Canton. 

Ts'ai Ho-sen was a student in France during and after the First World 
War. In 1921, he was the leader of the group which formed the You , 
China ~ommunist Party and a Socialist Youth Corps in France. On his rctu~~ 
to Chma, Ts'ai-Ho-sen soon became a leading member of ths Chinese 
Co_mmunist Party ; from 1923 onwards till 1930, he seems to have been a member 
of1ts Political Bureau. 

Ch'u Ch'iu-pai was one of the earliest leaders of the Chinese Communist 
Party. From 1923 till 1931, Ch'u was a member of its Political Burea 
In 1927, Ch'u was elected as the Secretary General of the Party. In 1; ~· cap · f 1 . , . k Hs ac1ty, he made a number o 'putsc 11st m1sta ·es for which he was removed 
fro~ the position of Secretary General in 1928. Besides his leadership of the 
<;:hmese Communist Party, Ch'u has contributed considerably to modern Chinese 
literature. Ch'u was captured by the Kuomintang police in 1935 and was 
executed. 

Li Li-San: Like Ts'ai Ho-shen, Li Li-san was also a founder member 
~f the Young China Communist Party in France and a labour leader. In 
928, he became the most important and powerful member of the Political 

Bureau and directed Communist Policy although he was not Secretary GeneraL 
In this capacity, Li committed a series of blunders culminating in the Changsha 
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uprising in 1930 (discussed above). In 1930 he went to Moscow for "study .. and 
stayed there till 1949 when he returned to China as second-in-command to Liu 
Shao-ch' i in the Chinese Labour movement. 

20 Ch'en Shao-yu (alias Wang Ming) was a student in the Sun Yat-sen 
University in Moscow. In 1930, he retuned to China and in less than a year became 
the Secretary General of the Party at the age of 24, a position he held for less 
than a year. In 1932, he became a member of the Comintern and was soon 
promoted to its Executive Committee. C'h'en is often associated by Chinese 
Communist historians with leftist policies of the period 1931-34. 

21 Ch'in Pang-hsien returned to China flom Moscow along with Ch'en 
Shao-yu and succeeded C'h'en as Secretary General in September 
1931. He retained that position till early 1934. Although Ch'in Pang
hsien was in control of the party for almost three years and, broadly speaking, 
pursued the same policies which Ch'en had followed, nevertheless he was able 
to get along with Mao after the latter's rise to power. In fact he remained an 
important member of the Chinese Communist Party till his death in im air 
crash in 1946. 

22 Chang Wen-t'ien was educated in France during and after the First 
World War and like Ts'ai Ho-shen, Chou En-lai and Li Li·san was a founder 
member of the Young China Communist Party in 1921. Late in 1921, he returned 
to China. In 1926 he went to Moscow for study and returned to China in 1930. 
From early 1931, he was a member of the Politbur::au of the Chinese 
Communist Party and durinJ 1931-33 was its chief theoretician. In 1934, 
Chang became the Secretary-General of the Party, a position he retained till 
he was replaced by Liu Shao-Ch'i in 194:;. After the establishment of the 
People's Republic he was appointed China's Ambassador to U.S.S.R. In 1959 
he came into conflict with the Chinese leaders on the question of People's 
communes and suffered a decline. 

23 Adolf Joffe was an able Soviet negotiator who had gone to Peking in 
August 1922, to negotiate with the Chinese Government the question of 
establishment of diplomatic relations. But Willington Koo, the Chinese Foreign 
Minister, demanded that before negotiations could begin, Soviet Union should 
renounce her rights in Chinese Eastern Railway and withdraw the Red Army 
from Outer Mongolia. With Peking demanding all sorts of concessions before 
negotiations, not even a beginning was made. But Joffe had better luck with 
Sun Yat-Sen. Sun and Joffe, the two men quickly found the basis for a broad 
measure of collaboration between the U.S.S.R and the Kuomintang. Joffe 
affirmed that the Soviet Union would support China "for the achievement of 
national unification and the attainment of full national independence. Thus a 
basis was found for cooperation between the Communists and Kuomintang. 

24 Hu Han-min was one of the most important leaders of the Kuomintang in the 
'twenties. Hu was somewhat to the Right of Centre of the Kuomintang organisa
tion though not very much to the Right. In 1925 when Sun had gone to Peking 
for negotiations with the Peking authorities, he asked Hu Han-min to act as the 
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Head of the Canton Government. On Sun's death Hu Han-min considered hims~lf 
to be Sun's political heir. But due to the opposition of the so-called Ief~Jst 
group, Hu could not become Head of the Canton Government. In later hfe, 
Hu Han-min had a chequered career, sometimes supporting Chiang K'ai-shek, 
while at other times opposing him and at still other times in Chiang's jails. 

26 Wang Ching-wei was an important member of the Kuomintang and the 
leader of the radical wing during Sun's life. After Sun's death Wang became 
the Chairman of the Kuomintang Central Executive Committee in 1925, but was 
soon forced to retire after the military coup of Chiang in 1926. Early in 1927, 
Wang resumed his duties as the head of the Kuomintang Government at Wuhan. 
During 1927-37, Wang like Hu Han-min at certain times cooperated with Chiang 
while at other times opposed him. After the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war 
in 1937, Wang went over to the Japanese as the Head of the puppet government. 
He died in November 1944. 

28 Teng Ying Chao is wife of Chou En-lai and has been a prominent Communist 
for a long time. She has been a member of the CC of Chinese Communist Party 
many times. 

27 

28 

. T'ai Chi-tao was founder member of the Chinese Communist Party at 
the hme of its birth in July, 1921. However, he soon resigned and became 
a brilliant ideologist of the Kuomintang centre and an opponent of the Com
munist movement in China. In these two books he argued that the Kuomintan 
should fight the imperialists and the reactionaries on the one hand and th! 
Communists on the other. 

. Wu P'ei-fu was one of the three most important warlords in China in 11 
mid-twenties. In 1927 the Nationalist ar~ies led by ,c_hiang K'ai-sh:~ 
~wept over Southern China and defeated the arm1es of Wu P e1-fu. After th . 
mvasion of China, the Japanese tried to secure the services of Wu P'ei-fu ~~ 
head a puppet government, but Wu refused. He died in 1939. 

The Kuomintang-Communist collaboration came to an abrupt end 
With the coup of Chiang K'ai-shek followed soon after by the anti-commu . 
massacres of the Wuhan authorities. In sheer desperation, the Comm ~Jst 
with th d d h . . un•sts . e support of two leftist comman ers an t eJI soldiers organised 
upnsing at Nanchang, the Capital of Kiangsi Province on 1st August 19 an 
The uprising failed leading to enormous losses for the Communists The r' 27· 
of the Communist forces were organised by Chu Teh. · cmnant 

:.:~ng_ ~eh-hu~i was one of the early organisers of the Chinese Red Arm 
I g JOmed h1s small force with Mao Tse-tung and Chu Teh in 1929 F y. 

t lat tim f . 'I . 19 9 . rom e onwards down to the end o CJVJ war m 4 , he was one of the t 
Pcommanders of the Communist armies. In 1950 P'eng commanded the Ch1·neop 

eople's "V I d I sc 
Defe o unteers" in the Korean war an was ater made the Minister of 
to thnce. In 1959, he was dismissed from that post partly because of his oposilion 
to ...,.,_~ Communes and partly for having passed certain secret informatio 

A~Ushchev. n 
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Juichin was the capital of the Chinese Central Soviet Government establishea 
in November, 1931. 

During 1929-30, a strong leftist current developed in the Chinese Communist 
Party under _the leadership of Li Li-san-Under the impact of this ultra-leftist 
policy the Communists believed that the time was ripe for a revolutionary up
rising and that an uprising at one place would lead to a country-wide rebellion. 
It was in pursuance of this policy that Li Li-san ordered an uprising at Changsha 
supported by an attack on the city of the Red Army. But the Communists were 
defeated. 

The Fut'ien incident occurred probably on December 8, 1930 when a 
battalion political commissar of the 20th Army rose in revolt at Tungku, a 
town about sixty miles to the southeast of Kian, in Kiangsi Province and led his 
unit of a few hundred men in an attack on Fut'ien, a neighbouring town. They 
set free the Communist leaders who had been arrested by Mao's supporters on 
a charge of being anti-Communists and members of the anti-Bolshevik League 
and liquidationists but were actually the opponents of his policies. Basically 
they supported Li Li-san's strategic policies in opposition to Mao's. Mao acted 
firmly and on the pretext of curbing the activities of the anti-Bolshevik League 
annihilated many good Communists. 

The revolt in Fukicn province took place on November 20, 1933 because 
some people in China including the Commanders of 19th Route 
Army were dissatisfied with Chiang's handling of the threat posed by Japan 
during the 'thirties. They called a "provisional conference" of delegates of the 
Chinese people in Foochow, the capital of Fukien province and proclaimed a 
People's Revolutionary Government. The rebels, however, failed to get the 
support of the Communists which they had hoped for. The revolt was quelled 
within two months. 

Sun Tzu was a great military strategist and a contemporary of Confucius. 
He has influenced generations of military men in China down to the present. 

Marco Polo Bridge Incident: Ever since the Manchurian incident 
anti-Japanese feeling in China was very high. This sentiment continued to 
increase throughout the 'thirties because of increasing Japanese aggression and 
intransigence towards China. On 7 July, 1937, some elements under Gen. Sung 
Che-yuan's 29th Army fired on the Japanese who replied in kind. Subsequently 
the Japanese demanded the withdrawal of Sung's army from Hupeh province. 
When Sung temporised, the Japanese commander decided to expel them by 
force. This incident marked the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war. 

Three people's principles ;. e. principle of nationalism, principle of 
democracy, and principle of people's livelihood were developed by Sun Yat
sen and constituted the ideology of Kuomintang. 
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:1& Opposed the use of literary language in writing because it was incompre
hensible to the masses. On the other hand, they advocated the use of pai-hua 
(vernacular language) in writing. By late 'twenties and early 'thirties the use of 
pai-hua had become common, but it had developed its own jargon, its own 
style. 



Epilogue: 

Mao Tse-tung: A Worried Man at 72? 
By C. R. M. Rao 

Howard L. Boorman's essay reconstructs the story of the life and 
thought of Mao Tsc-tung up to 1963 when he was 70. Of the develop
ments since then two are of the utmost importance. Appropriately 
enough, one concerns his life and the other his attitude of mind today, 
which makes it entirely relevant to consider them here. 

The most important thing that seems to have happened to Mao 
in the last two years is that he has come much closer to death. He is 
'soon going to see God', as he confessed to Edgar Snow, the world's only 
privileged journalist in Communist China, when the latter interviewed 
him again in Peking on January 9 this year. 

There have been persistent rumours during these two years about 
Mao's failing health and incapacitation. The Snow interview1 seems 
to confirm this. Of course one of Mao's doctors informed Snow 

' simply that Mao had no "organic troubles". All he suffered from 
was "the normal fatigue of his age." ,Snow himself did not find him 
a sick man. He rather found him "wholly relaxed" throughout his 
6-7 hour long conversation with him despite the fact that for Mao it 
came "at the end of strenl!ous weeks of daily and nightly conferences". 
But when, far in the night before taking leave of a half-sleepy Mao, 
Snow observed that "judging from this evening you seem to be in good 
condition," "Mao smiled wryly", says Snow, "and replied that there 
was perhaps some doubt about that". And then he left Snow, and 
through him the world, in no doubt when he repeated that he was 
in fact 'getting ready to see God very soon'. 

1 Tire Sunday Times, London, February 14, 1965, p. 11. 
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This, the removal by death in the near future of the chief architect 
d ngineer of the Ch' 1 ti'on heightens the relevance of the an e mese revo u ' , · d. t 

uestion whether China's younger generation, if not Mao s Immc .Ia c 
;uccessors, can and will carry the revolution fon~ard to communism. 
snow did ask this question and Mao did answ~r It: And the answer 
is revealing, too, of Mao's own thinking and feelmg m the matter. 

It was towards the end of their conversation -which ranged wide 
over what Mao called "shan nan lwi pei" i. c. "from south of the 
010untains to north of the seas" _ that Snow asked whether under 
existing circumstances, Mao really saw any hope of improvement in 
Sino-American relations. Mao thought that there was hope but 
that it would take time. Maybe there would be no improvement in 
his generation. He was soon going to see God. This Jed Snow to 
ask the logical question: "You have fundamentally changed the 
environment in China. Many' wonder what the younger generation 
bred under easier conditions will do. What do you think about it?" 
Mao's answer as reported by Snow, for Mao did not want to be quoted 
directly, may be summarised thus: 

M::10 said he also could not know. He doubted that anyone could be sure. 
There were however two possibilities: There could be a continued 
development of the revolution towards communism, or the youth could 
neg_ate it and make peace with imperialism, bring the remnants of the 
Chtang-Kai-shek clique back to the mainland, and take a stand bcsid::! the 
small percentage of counter-revolutionaries still in the country. He did not 
hope for counter-revolution but future events would be decided onJv b 
future generations. The youth of today and t~ose aft~r them would a~ses~ 
the work of the revolution in accordance wtth thetr own values. M· , 
condition was changing with ever increasing rapidity. A thousand y~~r: 
from now all of them, even Marx, Engels, and Lenin, would possibly 
appear rather ridiculous. 

This, indeed, is a significant statement by Mao. More so, it Would 
seem,. because it is in a long time that he has spoken out his mind about 
w senous an internal problem of China as the untrustworthiness of the 
y~unger generation which endangers the very. future of the revolution. 
Smce the y~ar of the Great Leap (1958) M.ao IS k1~own to have virtually 
confined l11s public statements to questiOns of mternational relations 
!"lao's views on this problem cannot therefore be under-rated as ai~ 
mconsequential after-dinner musing by him in the presence of an old 
friend with whom he had no particular reason to be discreet. 

Snow's question obviously had a sense of immediacy about it. 
Otherwise it would make no ~ense. If his purpose was to elicit Mao's 
views as to what would happen to the Chinese revolution in a thousand 
years from now, he might as well not have asked the question. For, 
in that long long run, all of us would be dead ten times over, and much 
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more than Marxism, Leninism and Maoism might appear absurd, or 
might not. We can really talk meaningfully only about the fares eeable 
future, or the next generation or two at most. And it is even· about 
this meaningfully foreseeable future that Mao is utterly uncertain: 
'there could be a continued development of the revolution ... or the youth 
could negate it ... ' One is just as possible as the other! Mao even 
seems to be indifferent: 'future events would be decided only by future 
generations', and pessimistic: 'they would assess the work of the 
revolution in accordance with their own values'. So that the values of 
even the next generation or two cannot be determined by changing the 
material conditions or the 'relations of the forces of production' in the 
present. To put it differently, nothing that could be done in the present 
could really make much difference to the future. Mao seems to have 
developed serious doubts about the doctrine of 'historical inevitability'. 

Coming from Mao, a romantic and a revolutionary of forty years' 
standing, so courageous in struggle, so undaunted by adversity, so sure 
of his ultimate success and so implacable of will as to bend or break 
men, things, facts and theories to his own revolutionary purpose, the 
statement cannot be regarded as anything less than pessimistic. 

To be sure, Mao's pessimism is relative - to his own earlier 
unbounded optimism which reached its highest point of expression in 
the idea of Great Leap Forward. It is also the kind of pessimism 
which in a leader of any other country today might appear as plain 
common sense. 

Mao's statement reflects an attitude of helplessness and resignation 
which is not wholly explained by old age and incapacitation. For, 
precisely at this age Mao, both personally and as a national leader, has 
reasons to feel satisfied too. He has triumphed over innumerable 
odds and won national power. He has not only maximised this power 
since then but also made the world feel it. Internally, economic pro
gress is not unimpressive by Chinese standards if not by Asian. And 
yet Mao does not say 'I have done my best and my successors will do 
the rest'. He rather seems to say 'I am not sure that I have done my 
best, and that my successors will not undo it.' 

There seem to be good reasons, too, for Mao's feeling of uncertainty 
bordering on pessimism. Since achieving national power, the Party 
and the regime have dedicated their major efforts to transforming the 
individual Chinese, whom they hav~ always regarded as the basic 
ingredient of all their plans to build the New China of Mao's vision. 
It is needless to describe here the various campaigns and movements 
aunched by the Party from time to time to 'remould th~ thinkin~· of 
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both the intellectuals and the masses. Suffice it to point out that the 
present fervid and all-encompassing "socialist education ca~paign" 
which has been sweeping across the length and breadth of Chma for 
some time is permeated by a kind of pervasive anxiety on the part of 
the leadership even about the present. It is in fact a throwback for 
the Party and the regime. For it only emphasizes the total failure of 
all efforts so far at spiritual tranformation of the people. With all his 
heaven-storming will and capacity, Mao seems to realise m.ore and 
more now that there is nothing he could do to instil his thought and 
value system into the minds and hearts of the people. He can break 
their minds and hearts but cannot bend them to his purpose. 

Mao's pessimism about the next generation seems to be as warran
ted as the anxiety of the rest of the leadership about the present, because 
the tasks which they have undertaken are stupendous. It is not merely 
a matter of transforming society in the classical Marxist sense. It is also 
one of transforming man so that the new Chinese man would never fall 
a prey to the snares of a life of ease and comfort, which "the socialist 
transformation of productive forces"- meaning simply, industrialisation 
or modernisation -brings within easy reach. These are the snares of 
'goulash communism' which for Mao are patently the cause of Soviet 
degeneration into 'revisionism'. Mao may, with propaganda and dis
cipline, be able to force the Chinese people to live austerely. His 
colleagues of the old guard, too, may be depended upon to live up to 
the exacting demands of his vision. But, who can be sure of the future 
generations? Mao seems to be extremely doubtful that their values would 
be the same as his. Obviously, he now realises that he demands too 
much of human nature. 

It is not merely this vision of the new socialist China and the new 
Chinese man with an infinite revolutionary will triumphing over the 
frailties of human nature, that is so difficult of achievement. Even the 
new tasks of constructive development of the country, Mao seems to find 
out of tune with his own romantic and passionate idealism. The forced 
retreat from the Great Leap during 1960-62 and the economic realism 
that has come to prevail since then must also be a cause for disappoint
ment for Mao. Not "redness" but "expertness" is what is required 
more and more to build a modern industrial economy. And the New 
China of Mao's vision, whatever else it might or might not have, has 
to have a modern industrial economy. With all his "Promethean urge 
to fashion nature", as Stuart Schram puts it in his The Political 
Thought of Mao Tse-Tung, .Mao cannot bend the laws of economics 
to his purpose. Nor can he fashion nature with bare hands even 
When they are as many as 1400 million. Mao seems to realise in 
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his own mind that the simple economic ideas, which he had developed 
and matured in the good old days of the Kiangsi Soviet and in the 
Yennan caves in virtual isolation from the outside world, are rather 
unsuited to the many different kinds of humdrum tasks which need to 
be performed every day with increasing skill and efficiency just to produce 
different kinds of goods. 

All this however does not mean that the Party and the regime have 
not much use any longer for the "thought of Mao Tse-tung". The 
Chinese economy is still far from being capable of breeding easy 
conditions. At least until it develops that capability, it seems certain 
that the Party and the regime will continue to find a useful weapon in 
the 'thought of Chairman Mao', if only to curb comfort-loving tendencies 
among the people. For, Maoism may be characterised as spiritual 
communism, because Mao evidently insists that the material conditions 
cannot be changed until man himself has been changed from within, his 
thinking and feeling have been remoulded. It thus becomes a question 
not so much of improving material conditions as of educating people 
to believe that they are improving. This is the whole point of the wave
like mass movements and campaigns of post-liberation China. 

But quite apart from such unspiritual, and sometimes even ridicu
lous, uses to which the "great" and "brilliant thought of Chairm~m 
Mao" is put, it is true that a good majority of top leaders who are at 
the helm today and are most likely to rcm:.tin there in the years immedi
ately after Mao's death, genuinely subscribe to his ideas and share his 
vision of New China. They are concerned as much with the problem 
of modernising the economy as with creating "revolutionary successors" 
for generations to come. As a historian of Chinese Communism has 
said recently, "as long as Mao and those close to him remain at the 
helm, we may expect them to be as much concerned with the vision 
(of Mao) as with any of the other goals of the regime".2 But this is 
small consolation for Mao for whom revolutions are an endless 
necessity, for revolutions are "qualitative changes" generated as much by 
"antago~istic contradictions" between classes in a socialist society as by 
"non-antagonistic contradictions" between members of the society even 
after communism is established. 

Mao's statement to Snow seems to betray his worry at the possible 
developments in China after him - developments such as have taken 
place in other communist countries and which negate his romantic 
revoluntarily ideal of radical transformation of Man. 

2 Benjamin Schwartz, "Modernisation and the Maoist Vision", Tile China Quarterly, 
Jan-Mar, 1965, p. 19. 
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