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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

I undertook this work at the suégestlon of Mr, Chadbourne
‘Gilpatric, Assistant Director, Rockefeilér Foundation ( Humani-
ties ). I am grateful to him and to the other authorities of the
Rockefeller Foundation, New York, for the financial assistance
-and encouragement I recsived from the preparation
of this Survey. I regret very much that I could not bring

it out earlier, due to my various other pressing engagements.

I shall be immensely gratified if students of History feel

‘interest in this humble work of mine.

Patna University, K. K. Datta

Patna-5. 12-2-1957
INDIA.
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A SURVEY OF RECENT STUDIES
ON
MODERN INDIAN HISTORY

Section I

Comprehensive and correct study of modern Indian history,
in its manifold aspects, is a great need for proper understand-
ing of the various forces that have influenced human society in
different countries. Besides being subjest for long to British
rule, India has also come into intimate contact with the out-
side world in other ways and felt the impact of the various
trends of civilisation that developed there. She has also exer-
cised her own influence on the minds of the people of those
countries. Role of India in the modern world, indeed, deserves
careful and critical appreciation.

For the political and administrative aspects of our subject
we have oxtensive literature. From the early days of Indo-
British administration, bands of writers like Orme, Watts,
Scrafton, Bolts, Verelst, Shore, Prinsep, Wilks, Malcolm. Munro,
Sleeman, Tod, Duff. Elphinstone, Martin, Cunningham and some
others bequeathed to posterity a substantial store of histori-
cal information regarding India. The stock was further enrich-
ed by the admirable historical works of Mill, Thornton, Auber,
Ross, ‘Marshman, Nolan, Broome, Keene, Kaye, Beveridge, Mal-
leson and a few others. Among these who have in modern
times written British Indian History as a whole, or selected
portions of it, the names of Sir G. W..Forr.est, Sir John Stra-
chey, Sir James Stephen, Mr. 8. C. Hill, Sir Alfred Lyall, Mu.
Ramsay Muir, Mr. Owen, Prof. P. . Roberts, Prof. H. H.
Dodweil, Prof. C. C. Davies. Prof. C. H. Philips. Sir H. Ver-
ney Lovett and Dr. T. G. P. Spear geserve special mention.
While books like Prof. P. E.Roberts  ‘Indic under Wellesley',
Prof. C. C. Davies’ ‘Warren Hastings and O,'Wih-’. and Prof.
C. H. Philips’ ‘The East India Company are examples of
critical scholarship, some other modern works could not be
written on strictly impartial lines for this reason or that.

We are also profoundly indebted to some modern European
scholars for their valuable contributions to the history of this
period, made during their stay in India or after they had lgft
it. Several years back, Prof. A Martineau, Rev. W. K. Firmin-
ger, Prof. Rushbrook Williams, Mr. R. B. Ramsbotham, Mr.



2 RECENT STUDIES

H. G. Bawlinson, and some others, actively interested them-
selves in writing some really useful books and articles. From
time to time Col. H. Bullok and Major H. Hobbs have con-
tributed some interesting and informative papers. Rev. H.
Heras has ably pointed out the importance of Jesuit Letters
and Accounts. Cavaleiro Pandurang Pissurlencar, and Mons.
Alfred Lehuraux have rendered great service to Indian scholars
by drawing their attention to the value of Portuguese and
French records respectively.

To all this must be added the fruitful historical studies of
modern Indian scholars, as a result of their patient investiga-
tions. Many of them have carried on their studies in a spirit
of dedication in the midst of weighty handicaps. Several
factors have helped them in this noble work of revealing cor-
rectly the past of their country for the knowledge and benefit
of humanity. It has been very significantly observed by Lord
Acton that the “knowledge of the past, the record of truths
revealed by experience, is preeminently practical, is an instru-
ment q§ action and a power that goes to the making of the
future.” Indeed, “through the proper study of history we
can join the wisdom of Solomon to the counsel of Socrates

y trying to get understanding and learning to know our-
selves

_ One of these factors has been the growing cultural ren-
alssance in our country in the modern period creating in the
1L:m:ds of some of our illustrious Indian scholars a genuine urgo
ho' ;.‘GV{eal a,nd. understand properly the past and contemporary

ésdqu of th}s great land. There is no doubt that pioneer
s? 18 1n this respeot began to be made by bands of western
s¢ 30.1ars from the closing years of the eighteenth century,
barticularly after the establishment of the Asiatio Society of

engal in 1784, and these were followed subsoquontly by
%?al‘ne ?thers of foreign nationalitieg. From the days of
Indnilmo 1an Roy bega.n' a creative perlpd _in the annals of
ninezn céllrllture. In spite of foreign dommgtlon throughout the
Indiaeen . century and later on, the studies of a galaxy of
- )1; t;Scz olq.rs have.produoed m.al:vellous results in unfolding
spirilt, Sf :‘md In assessing the conditions of the modern age. The
Spuit ok renalssance was kept alive also by the great apostles
e ?i ened India like Rammohan, Ramkrishna, Vivekanand,

avipdranath, Aurobindo and Mahatma Gandhi. “Out of the
past,‘ romarked Swami Vivekanand significantly, “‘is built the
future. Look back, therefore, as far as you can, drink deep
of the eternal fountains that are behind and after that, look
.fo'rward, march forward and make India mightier, greater, much
higher than she ever was. Out of consciousness of past
greatness, we must build an India greater than she has been.”’
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Indian intelleot has been also stimulated through ocontact
with the dynamic forces of the new western world. Besides
its valuable contributions in other branches of Lknowledge,
this intellect has produced brilliant results in the field of
historical studies of specialised nature, based on original
materials found in libraries and Archives or discovered with
great pains and industry from hidden corners.

Growing progress in such historical studies relating to
modern Indian history has been helped by the efforts of
some institutions to collect and preserve original records for
the use of scholars The work of the Indian Historical
Records Commission in discovering, collecting, cataloguing and
editing records of historical importance to make them avail-
able to students of history is of inestimable value. The
Regional Records Survey Committees and the Archives set up
in some of the Indian States are also affording considerable
facilities. Yet, what has been achieved is but touching the
fringe. Much remains to be accomplished to facilitate the
march of the science of History and to interpret the proper
position and role of new India in the modern world. I
not help recalling Tennyson’s words :

‘‘Yet experience is an arch-wherethro’

Gleams that untravelled world, whose margin fades

For ever and for ever when I move.”

We can, however, note with optimism the persistent and
progressive efforts made in our country to proceed forward
in quest of the ‘‘untravelled world.” So far as Modern Indian
History is concerned, the march of the leaders of sound
historical thought in our country, namely, the late Mr. R. C.
Dutt, whose genius unfolded itself in manifold petals, the
late Sri V. K. Rajwade, the late Rao Bahadur Parsinis, the
late Dr. Jadunath Sarkar, the late Dr. G. 8. Sardesai, the late
Dr. 8. N. Sen, the late Sir Shaafat Ahmad Khan, tho late
Diwan Bahadur Dr. Krishnaswami Aiyanger, the late Prof. C.
8. Srinivasachari, is being reinforced by a number of consocien-
tious workers with great zeal and industry.

A. reviow of the important works of modern Indian writers
rvelating the history of India from the eighteenth century

may bo attompted in different aspects,—Political, Administra-
tive, Bconomis, Social and Cultural.

can-



Section II
POLITICAL

We may start with a brief note on the admirable volumes
of India's greatest historian, the late Dr.Jadunath Sarkar, on
the ‘Fall of the Mughal Empire’. Value of this work based on a
comprehensive and critical study ofall kinds of original sources,
many of which had not been previously utilised by others,
can hardly be overestimated. With profuse details the master
historian has described in a superb style the decline of the
Mughal Empire, as Gibbon did with regard to the Roman
Ympire. These volumes form a storehouse of information
regarding the eighteenth century, which forms, for various
Teasons, a tragic period in the history of our country. In
the Foreword to volume one ( covering the period from 1739
0 1754 ) of this monumental work, Dr. Jadunath writes in a
reflective style: “And yet our immediate historic past, while
16 resembles g tragedy in its course, is no less potent than a
brue tragedy to purge the soul by exciting pity and horror.

Or i8 it wanting in the deepest instruction for the present.
The headlong decay of the age-old Muslim rule in India and the
Utter failure of the last Hindu attempt at empire-bulding by

® new-sprung Marathas, are intimately linked together, and
Wust be gudied with accuracy of details as to facts and pen-
etratjng analysis as to causes if we wish to find out the true
80lutiong of the problems of modern India and avoid the pitfalls
of the past.”

The third volume “carries the story of the Delhi monarchy
from the entrance of Shah Alam II into his capital in 1779,
through seventeen years of his rule, to the bloody tragedy of

which turned the Mughal monarch into a mere shadow
Md transferred his Government to a perpetual vicar, till
another angd gtill bloodier tragedy came seventy years later
whiel struck out the very name of his dynasty from the
Da8es of Time,” The period from 1789 to 1803, crawded with
events of far-reaching importance, has been covored in the
fO‘}rtlm Volume of this work. In its last chapter we get a
brilliant, analysis of the causes of the fall of the Mughal Empire.

UI great historian significantly ohserves: “The Mughal

Mmpire and with it the Maratha overlordship of Hindustan,
iell. €cause of the rottenness at the core of Indian society.

18 rottenness showed itself in the form of military and
political helplessness. The country could not defend itself ;
royalty wag hopelessly depraved or imbecile ; the nobles were
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selfish and short-sighted ; corruption, inefficiency and treachery
disgraced all branches of the public service. In the midst of
this decay and confusion, our literature, art and even true
religion had perished.”

For the history of the Marathas in the eigtheenth century
and early nineteenth century we have the valuable works of
another veteran historian, Dr. G. S. Sardesai. His book on
‘Main Currents of Maratha History, which contains his Read-
ership lectures delivered some years back at the Putna Univer-
sity, has been followed by a detailed history of the Marathag
in three volumes which throw new light on Maraths history.
His selections from the Peshwas’ Daftar ( complete in 45
volumes ) brought to light precious source materials ag also
the Poona Residency Correspondence series compiled under
the guidance of Dr. Jadunath Sarkar and this writer in oq-
operation with some others. Aitihasik Tipne by Shri D. B
Parsinis ( 4n Itshas Sangraha ), Delhi Yethil Marathyanchiy
Raj-Karanen edited by Shri D. B. Parsinis ( Vols. 1 and 9
and Supplement, 1918-14 ), Aitihasik Patren Yadi Wagaip,
Lekh edited by Dr. G. S. Sardesai and some otherg
Holkaranchi Kaifiyat edited by Sri K. N. Sane, Marath; Ri‘!/asat’
edited by Dr. G. S. Sardesai ( eight volumes ), the Purandqy,
Daftar in three volumes, the Holkar Shalichya Itihasachs
Sadhanen odited by Shri B. B. Thakur in two volumes, the
Kota Daftar of Sardar Gulgue, Aitihasik Patra vyavahay by
Dr. G. S. Sardesai and others and Hingane Daftar edited by
Shri G. H. Khare, are full of valnable historical information.
Historical Genealogics, compiled by the veteran historian 7,
‘G. S. Sardesai, was published by the Bombay Governmen{,
Central Press in 1957. 1t is a valuable work of reference in
Marathi, containing information about many familieg and
individuals, who influenced the history of India fropm

. the
seventeenth century onwards. Another lmportz}nt pu‘blicat;iol1
of this Press in the same year was Selections from, the
Peshwa Daftar: New series, edited by Dr. P, M. Joshj

-Director of Archives and Historical Monuments, Governma t';
of Bombay. It is a supplement to the Forty-five volumeg o
Selections from the Peshwa Daftar, which were edited by Do‘f
‘G. 8. Sardesai and published by the Bombay Governp, "
between 1929 and 1934. The learned works of Dr. 8, o0t
on Maratha Administration, Military System of the
and Maratha Navy, besides his other studies un the Marath

have unfolded new chapters of Maratha history. We have afs'
to our benefit & highly useful volume of Dr. H. N Sinhg on i
first three Peshwas, Dr A. O, Banerjee’s learned the

' mono
on the conspicuous Maraths statesman Madha Sraph

) sps My Ra
and Dr. P. C. Gupta's critical studies on the Poshwg %agi

Rao II, but for a thorough knowledge of whose character

+ Sen
Maratha,
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policies and movements, one cannot 1'1a.ve a proper idea of the
final collapse of Maratha imperialism. Dr. P. C. Gupta has

also written a critical monograph on the Commissioners at
Bithur.

A valuable collection of Maratha despatches and newslettors
relating to the Sindhias was printed several years back by
the Gwalior Government with the scholarly assistanc of Dr.
G. S. Sardesai, and a second work from tho same sourcoe was
published by the Satara Historical Society. Dr. Sardesai
further brought out improved editions of two collections of
Marathi historical letters, originally published by Sane and

areinis and long out of print. Mention must also be made of the
bublication of two other collections of Marathi records—the
Lette?‘f of the Amatya House of Bavda, continuation of Shri V. V.
Khare's Lekh-Sangraha and carrying the reports to a poriod
oyond the bhattle of Assaye and a second volume of the
lotters of the Chandrachud Diwans of Indore. Among the

Dglish sources on Maraths history. discovered in recent years
oBe important document is S Charles Malet's Letter-Book,
1780~84, edited by Dr. Raghubir Sinh of Sitamau,

volThe Baroda Government financed the printing of two
umes of the early records of the Gaekwad family, edited

ty. Father Gense and Mr. Banaji, and the Marathi records of
'8 family haye been published in some volumes.

tr Two Volumes of Persian Records of Maratha History,
ianslt}ted into English with notes by the Doyen of Indian
b::]grlans, Dr. Jadunath Sarkar, were published some years
relates Y, the Direstor of Archives, Bombay. Volume one
Sin dﬁ? t0 Delhi Affairs, 1761-1788, and volume two to the
Eratef 3 a8 Regent of Delhi, 1787 and 1789-91. We are
oty 4l to the Government of Madhya Pradesh for publishing
1812-;01umeg (Vol. I, 1799-1806, Vo.l. 11, 1807-11. Vol, III,
e 817. Vol. 1v., 1818-1840) of ‘Selections from the Nagpur
€y  Records, cavefully edited by Dr. H. N. Sinha.

bl‘oltlrg]ilet ocentral Records Office, Hyderabad Deccan, have

The g1 Ut a series of source books for Maratha history.
the T4 volume of the series which came out in 1956 under
M, joubbion, the Poona Akhbars, being edited by Shri R.
from 3L containg gixty documents relating to the period
Mentg ¢}, January, 1782 to the 5th July, 1794, These docu-
TOW muych light on the politics of the Poona Court

the ; bhe Careers of the important Maratha statesmen of
Indian 1. fitcording to the Pl.}blgcation Programme of the
brought . otorical Record Commission the Nagpur University
Elphing Out in 1961 a highly useful volume on Mountstuart
Calcuts one's Correspondence with the Supreme Government in
@ and tp, other Agents of the British Government in
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India between 1804 and 1808 when this famous British
administrator was the Resident at the Court of Raghuiji
Bhonsle II. Besides an introduction written by Dr. R. M.
Sinha we get here documents relating to the administration
of Raghuji Bhonsle II, the affaire of Cuttack and Sambalpur,
rolations betweon the Iinglish and the Bhonsles and the
Pindari raids into Nagpur. In his work on 4 Study n
Maratha Diplomacy ( D. Litt. thesis of Agra University ) Dr.
Shanti Prasad Varma, Professor of History and Political
Science, Maharana Bhupal College, Udaipur ( published in
1956 ), has reviewed Anglo-Maratha relations betweon ~1772
and 1782.

Dr. Shailendra Nath Sen's book on Anglo-Maratha Rel-
ations during the Administration of Warren Hastings 1772--1782
(a D. Phil. thesis of the Calcutta University ) was published
by Firma K. L. Mukhopadhyay of Calcutta in 1961. It is a
carefully written work based mostly on contemporary un-
published records in the National Archives of India, New
Delhi, Bombay Record Office, the British Museum and the
old India Office ( now Commonwealth Relations Office ) Library.

Good many articles regarding the Marathas from the
troubled years of tho eighteonth century till the final collapse
of Maratha power in 1818-1819 have appeared in the course
of the last several years. Twenty eight years back came out!
Dr. Jadunath Sarkar’s translation of Kasiraja Pandit's
Account of the Third Battle of Panipat and the cvents that
followed it. With personal experience of t,l'\is battle, Kasiraja
wrote his account in 1780 ‘‘from memory’ as he says. As
Dr. Jadunath points out, some contemporary Marathi letters,
published in modern times, prove him to be very accurate
except for a few inaccuracies whieh, however, can be
corrected. There is another translation of Kasiraj's aacount
by Col. James Browne, who undertook the work in 1791.
This was defective in certain respects. Dr. Jadunath's
translation is more authoritative, complete and accurate.

In 1939, Dr. S. N. Sen contributed a learned paper on
the settlement of the Peshwa’s territories by bringing to light
a unique state paper, that is, a despatch of 18th June, 1818,
which had not been included in the editions of Elphinstone's
Report on the Peshwa's Territories. The “annexation of the
Peshwa's territories,” he points out, ‘‘was not followed by
any serious outbreak. Hore is verily a miracle that demands
explanation. The credit of this marvellous achievement must
go to Mountstuart Elphinstone’ for his wise statesmanship in
effecting a careful settlement of the Peshwa’s territories.
“Elphinstone knew,” vemarks Dr. Sen significantly, ‘‘that

1, Indian Historical Quarterly, 1984,
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patience and forbearance pay even in politics, that conciliation
is a potent sedative while foree frustrates its own purpose,
that toleration even of prejudices paves the way of reform
far more surely than intolerance and that real statesmanship
avoids unnecessary haste, repression, and
takes a long view of things.!”

In an article on Trimbalkji Danglia®, Dr.P. C. Gupta
has described his arrest by Captain Swanson with a party of
Poona Auxiliary Horse on the 29th June, 1818. Because of
some plots to release Trimbakji, the British Government did
not consider it safe for them to keep him in Maratha country
and subsequently removed him to Chunar, where Bishop
Heber met him in 1824. Dr. H. N. Sinha ( Professor,
Jabalpur University ) brought to our notice an account of
the capture and surrender of Gheria from a letter of Admiral
Watson to the Council of Bombay, dated 14th February,
1756.% 1In a study of some original Marathi documents by
Rao Bahadur Sardar M. V. Kibe, we get one memorandum,
probably of the 24th Mareh, 1772, containing some points
about the administration of the Peshwas.*

Studying the English version® of a statement prepared by
the ministerial party of Poona at the request of Colonel
Upi_;on in Jaunary, 1776, Dr. A. C. Banerjee of Calcutta
University pointed out that its importance lies in the light it
thro“{s on some important episodes in Maratha history—the
rebellion of Raghunath Rao in the reign of Peshwa Madhav
Rao I, the tragic murder of Narayan Rao and the origin of
t}xe First Anglo-Maratha War. Dr. A. G. Pawar brought to
hgl:.t" an old Marathi poem?, entitled Paraswram-Charitra,
written in  Devanagari character. ‘Paraswram Charitra is
not, i observes this writer, ‘‘a mere eulogy as some poems
rglatlng to the Peshwas are. It is predominantly a historical
piece and, t,h'ough it is not free from such faults as are com-
monly seen in the poems of Court-poets, it is rich in details,
vivid in description and on the whole reliable.” From
internal evidence in it the writer concludes that it was
written in the early months of 1773. The relations of Daulat
Rao Sindhia with the British, October 1804, to July 1805, were
reviewed by Shri Shanti Swarup Gupta.® Shortly afterwards
appeared a paper on The Battle of Sitabaldi by Dr. H. N.

intolerance and

1. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1989.

9. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1942,

3. Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5. 1Ibid, 1943.

6. Ibid. . ) )

7. It was found in the Jarathi section of the.;\!ackenzxe collection
which forms part of the Government Oriental Manuscript Library, Madras.

8. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1948.
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Sinha and another on Adoption under the Peshwa Baji Rao I1
by Shri K. Sajan,!

An article® on Raja Alha Singh and the darathas,
written by Sardar S. N. Banerjee, contains four letters
which throw light in respect of the relations between Raja
Alha Singh and the Marathas, when the latter carried on
raids in the north in 1757-58 under their leaders Raghunath
Rao and Malhar Rao Holkar. These letters were written
during the f{irst three weeks of march 1758. Rao Bahadur
M. V. Kibe wrote a paper on Persian Correspondenec of
Vithal Mahadeo Kibe alias Tatya Jog of Indore ( with
Iinglish translation ) of some letters velating mostly to the
period between 1818-1826 when Vithal Mahadeo as head of
the administration in the Holkar's state was trying to
organise it after a period, described by the statesman-historian
Sir John Malecolm as the period of ‘trouble.” Besides some
complimentary epistles, we have in this series of correspondence
somo letters rolating to law and administration.® In a letter
of 1751 from Govinda Tamaiji, the Maratha Agent at Jaipur,
to Bapuji Mahadev Hingane®*, we get a graphic description of
the situation arising out of Bakht Singh’s occupation of
Jodhpur as well as its effects on Madho Singh, the Raja of
Jaipur.®  This letter was found among the documents
obtained by Shri G. H. Khare of Bharat Itihas Samsodhak
Mandal, Poona, from Shri Nilkanthrao Pandurangrao alias
Bhayya Sahib Hingane, Jagirdar of Chandori, District
Nasik.¢ Prof. S. V. Puntambekar brought to our notice a
letter written by Chimaji Appa to Mahadeo Bhat Hingane
on 2nd  June, 1740. Besides recapitulating the attitude and
policy of Baji Rao I towar'ds the Emperor and the Nizam,
this letter contains Chimaji s estimate of the aims of Balaji
I and Baji Rao I recgarding the people’s welfare and
thoir veligious objectives in Northern India.” Colebrooke’s
observations about the state of affairs in the kingdom of
Nagpur, April, 1799, were studied by Prof. S.N. Banhatti
(of Nagpur)®. Shri C. V. Joshi of Baroda® has written a
short note on Rani Gahinabai of Baroda, the most
distinguished lady of the house of the Gaikwads of Baroda,

1. 1bid, 1945.

2. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Ccmmission, 1944.

5 1bid

4. Ibid.

5 liven's connected with this incident can be studied in Sarkar’s Fall

«of the Mughal Empire, Vol. I, pp, 819-20 and Marwad Ka Itihas (in Hindi),
Vol. 1, p. 865.

G. Shri Hingane belongs to the famous Hingane family, members of
which acted as the Peshwa’s Agents at Delhi in the eighteenth century

g. :l[’gpdceeuings of the Indian Historical Records Commission, 1945.
. id.

9. 1Ibid.
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who exercised salutary influence on the political and religious.
affairs of the kingdom, for which she enjoyed much respect
during the time of her husband Maharaja Govindrao and
also after his death in 1800. This note is based on
contemporary observations of Alexander Walker and
some Baroda records. Gahinabai died in 1834 and her
ashes were sent to be immersed in the river at Prayag
(modern Allahabad). Rao Bahadur Sardar M. V. Kibe
mentioned some letters! relating to Jaswant Rao Holkar,
1804-10. Shri G. N. Sharma of TUdaipur brought to our
notice an inscription, dated 1816, on a plate found in the
possession of the state astrologer Pandit Shyam Sunderji of
Udaipur, whisch refers to Bapu Sindhia’s invasion of Mewar?.
In 1946, some mnew records of historical importance
relating to the Peshwas, roughly from 1731 to 1761, were
discovered by Shri G. H. Khare® From a study of
some letters Shri T. 8. Shejwalkar of Poona prepared
in the same year a short note on Haripant Phadke,
whom he considered to be ‘the righthand man of Nana
Phadnavis.’”* At the same time Professor D. V. Gokhale of
Poona wrote a paper on a letter® of the year 1751 addressed
by Damodar Mahadeo Hingane, the Maratha Agent with the
Mughal Wazir Safdar Jang, to his brother Purushottam, who
was with the Sardars (Sindhia and Holkar) at Mau Shamsabad,
near Farrukhabad, and dealt with an agreement between the
Sardars and the Wazir. Other articles® about the Marathas,
written in the same year, were on—A Glimpse of Indore
—a century ago by Prof. S. M. Dhar, On letters from the
Holkars to the Gaikwads from 1791 by Shri C. V, Joshi, and
Mahdaji Sindhia and the Poona College by Rao Bahadur
Sardar M.V. Kibe. On the basis of evidence found in the
records of the family of Gangadhar Shastri, Sardar Kibe
concluded that “‘the Gangadhar Shastri, whose lands or
villagos yield a revenue to the Agra College was quite a
different person from the Gar'x,gadhar Shastri whose portrait
now adorns the College Hall.” Shortly afterwards appeared
a critical study of some new details from Persian records of
the Peshwa Daftar by Shri G. H. Khare, adding to our
knowledge of the Maratha-Jaipur relations.” Along with it
we got an account of the ancestors of the Rani of Jhansi®
by Shri T. S. Shejwalkar, which supplements, and in some

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid, 1946.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid, Twentyfourth Session, Jaipur,
Ibid.

PRSP Do
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places corrects, the information given by Rao Bahadur D. B,
Pavsians in his life of the Rani of Jhansi written in Marathi
in 1894. Struggle between the Barbhais and Raghunath Rao.
was desoribed in an article by Shri V. S. Chitale (then Head
Master, S. S. P. Military School, Poona). Shri V. S. Chitale
also wrote another article on the motives and activities of
Raghunath Rao during his stay at Nasik in 1764.'. At the:
same time Dr. Y. K. Deshpande, a well known research
worker of the then C. P. (Berar), discovered files of old
Marathi newspapers, published in Poona and Bombay during
the period between 1842 and 1846, in the manuscript
collections of late Dajisahib Buti of Nagpur. These news-
papers—contain valuable information rogarding political, econo-
mic, religious and social history of the period. Their files
were deposited in the Library of Sharadashram Yeotmal.
Shri Upendra Nath Sarkar of the National Archives of
India, New Delhi, gave an account of the Estate of Hindu
Rao in Delhi on the authority of an unpublished correspondence
recorded in the Governor-General’'s Consultation, Rev. B.
1842, preserved in the National Archives of India. Hindu
Rao (Jai Singh Rao Ghatge) was brother of Baizi Bai, the-
favourite wife of Daulat Rao Sindhia. In 1949, Shri G. H.
Khare bhrought to light a large number of Persian records
from a Sardar Natu family of Poona, most of which belong
to the Peshwa period. Three documents in particular were -
studied by him. The first of these was addressed to the-
Peshwa by the Director of the Dutch Company at Surat
soliciting his good wishes towards the Dutch Company. The
second was addressed to the Peshwa by Akheraj, ruler of"
Bhavanagar, requesting the Peshwa to maintain safety
of the port of Ghogha from the Inglish. The third was.
addressed to the Director of the French Company at Surat
asking for the help of the French offered by them on certain
conditions.? The same year Mr. T. S. Shejwalkar writing a
note on the Jamav Section of the Peshwa Daftar mentioned
that materials for the study of the economic and social
conditions in the Peshwa's dominions and for estimating the
population of those territories were available there.® Dr.,
K. K. Datta (then of Patna University) wrote a paper on
the Marathas in Orissa from the days of Nawab Alivardi.
Next year Dr., K, K. Datta contributed an article on
Gr.a.ng.adhar Shastri* on the basis of some papers found by
him in the family of his descendants at village Karhari in the-
Aura.n-gabad subdivision of Gaya district in Bihar. It was.
established in this paper that Gangadhar Shastri was an

1. TIbid, 1948 (Delhi)
2. Ibid, 1949,

8. Ibid,

4, Tbid, 1950
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inhabitant of Bihar. He was born in the middle of the
-eighteenth century. He completed his Sanskritic studies ab
Nadia in Bengal and acquired considerable proficiency in
astrology. His fame in this respect reached the Gwalior
darbar through one Bhau Bakhshi and one Abha Chitnavis,
the latter being an inhahitant of Gwalior then employed in
the service of the Nawab of Duudnagar (Gaya district), and he
was appointed there on a handsome remuneration of Rs. 5.0(?0
a month. Daulat Rao Sindhia granted him seven villages in
Eglas Talug in Aligarh district as a reward for some propitious
-astrological performances by him to the interest of th_e
Sindhia. On the death of Gangadhar Shastri, the Company's
‘Government decided that one-fourth of the income from the
property in Eglas taluq amounting to Rs. 2,589 would go to
his heirs and three-fourths amounting to Rs. 7,767 were to be
utilised for ‘‘public and charitable purposes”’. The latter
amount was afterwards ‘‘appropriated to the use of the
"College at Agra.” Shri T. S. Shejwalkar contributed a paper
pointing out in it the danger to Jhansiin 1774-75 {from some
north Indian powers. Shri G. H. Khare discovered that
year volumes of records of the Rajaina family of Wai (North
Satara) containing large number of daily, monthlv and annual
accounts and balance-sheets, agreements and bonc1§, news-
letters, orders, and returns of various types, docisions in
revenue, civil, criminal, religious and social cases, sanads and
-confirmatory letters and a variety of other documerzts.‘
Just the next year Shri V. S. Chitale wrote a paper® on
the. relations between Madhav Rao and Janoji Blonbsle.
Shri T. 8. Shejwalkar brought to light and broadly
~described some documents connected with the Court of the
Nagpur Bhonsles during 1774-1795. These were preserved
in the Parasnis collection of the Deccan College Post-Gradute
and Research Institute, Poona®. Shri G.C. Tambe wrote a
paper on The Regime of Vinayak Ganesh Chandorkar as the
Deputy Governor of the Saugor Territory (1795-1819) refuting
here certain charges of maladministration levelled against
Vinayak Ruo.* Shri S. N. Athavale of Kolhapur presented
a scrutiny of the policy of Nana Phadnavis in the north
Indian enterprises of the Marathas.?

In the Bhopal session of the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission, held in 1953, Shri R M. Joshi of Central Records
Office, Hyderabad-Deccan, read an interesting paper on the
_Rajendras of Gangakhed and Their Records, which lave come
into the possession of the Hyderabad Central Records Office.

Ibid

Ibid, 1951

Ibid

Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1951.
Ibid.
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The Rajendras rendered valuable services to the Asaf Jahi
State. Reference has been made in this paper to Haibat Rao
Gopal who came into lime-light in the time of Nizam Ali
Khan (1761-1803 ). He was posted as Akhbarnavis at
Purandar about May, 1774 and was entrusted by the Nizam
with the delicate task of carrying on negotiations with Nana
Phadnavis and other Karbharis at Poona. Raghottam Rao,
Haribat Rao’s son, was the first to earn the title of
Ragendra. Shri Upendra Nath Sarkar contributed at this
time a paper, based on some records of the National Archives,.
New Delhi, showing in it the fruitless efforts of Shambhaji
Angria to succeed to the gadi of Kolaba since the death in
1814 of his uncle Babu Rao Angria. The Kolaba state was
annexed to the British territories in 1842. Next year Dr.
G. S. Sardesai brought to the notice of students of history a
large number of unpublished records lying with the Sardar
Pandit family of Kotah and bearing on Maratha history
during the second half of the eighteenth century and
the first quarter of the nineteenth century. The records are
important not only for political history but also for the
study of social and economic conditions.!

In 1955 Shri V. G. Hatalkar of Bombay made an attempt
to show, on the authority of some French documents, that
the embassy of M. De St. Lubin to the Maratha court at
Poona in 1777-78 was successful in its mission. An impor-
tant original work on Relatians between the Fremch and
the Marathas ( 1668-1815 ) by Dr. Hatalkar came out in 1958.

Some theses or dissertations on the Maratha affairs for the
period under review, prepared during the last seven or eight
years, ave :—Mahadji Sindhia—a Political Carcer in India, 1730
to 1794, by Shri M. 8. Agaskar ( for Ph. D. Degres of Bombay
University ), Anglo-Maratha relations, 1772-1783, by Shri
Shanti Prasad Varma (submlttpd for D. Litt Degree of Agra
University ), Maratha cxpansion in  the Carnatic by K.
Sulochana ( Madras University ), Political, Social, Economic
and Cultural History of Orissa during Maratha rule from, 1751-
1803, by Dr. Bhavani Charan Roy ( Utkal University ), Nana
Phadnavis and the External Afairs of the Maratha Empire,
1742-1800, by Shri Yashwant Narayan Deodhar ( for Ph. D.
Degree of Bombay TUniversity ), Nagpur State in the 19th
Century : A Study of some aspects of its Administrative System,
1818-1854, by Prof, Ram Mohan Sinha ( accepted for Ph. D.
Degree of the Nagpur University ). Maratha Relations with
the Jaipur State by Kamala Kumari Beniwal ( Rajputana
University ), Delhi under Mahadji Sindhia by Shri Krishna
Nand (for Ph. D. Degree of Delhi University ), Nana
Phadnavis as a statesman by Shri S. N. Athvale ( Poona,

1. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1954,



14 RECENT STUDIES

Deccan College Post-graduate and Research Institute ), Trimbak
Rao Pethe by Shri V. S. Chitale ( Poona, D. C. P. R. I),
Nana Phadnavis and the Internal Affairs of the DMaratha
.State, 1742-1800, by Shri Shrikrishna Vithal Gokhale ( for
Ph. D. Degree of Bombay Uuniversity ), Nana Phadnavis and
the External Affairs of the Maratha Empire by Shri Y. N,
Deodhar ( Bombay University ). Maratha penetration into
Rajasthan by Shri Sital Prasad Vairathi ( for Ph. D. Degree
of Rajputana University ), Was Tatya Yoy ( Kibe) a
traitor 2—by Shri M. R. Joshi ( Rajwade Samsodhak M:ndal,
Dhulia, West Khandesh ), Heroic Traditional remnants of
Sadasivrao Bhaw on and around Panipat and Political
Tussle between the Rajputs and the Marathas by Shvi 8. P.
-Joshi ( R. S. M. Dhulia, both published in Marathi ), Life of
Yasowantrao Holkar by Shri S. N. Athavale ( Kolhapur
Record Office ), (1) Panipat 1761, (2) Nagpur Bhonsles and
{8) Nagpur Affairs, Vol. I, by Shri T. S. Shejwalkar ( D. C.
.P. R. I, Poona ), Tanjore under the Marathas by Shri R.
Shelvankar ( Madras University ; not yet published ), The First
Anglo-Maratha War, 1774-1782, by Shri D. K. Deshpande
{D.c p & 1., Poona ), Maratha Modes and Weapons of
Warfare by Shri G. K. Joshi ( D. C. P. R. I, Poona ), Life
%nd Work of Baji Rao IT by Shri Karandikar ( Secrctariat
chorq Office, Bombay ), Life and Mission of Tarabai and
‘ “‘?’b‘“ of Rolhapuwr, 1700-1800, by Shri C. V. Lagu ( Kolha-
%m Record office ), History of the Bhonsles of Nagpur by Shri
i G. Landge (National Archives of India, New Delhi),
'Gw Mewar-Maratha ] Relations, 1739-1818, by Shri K. S.
ththa ( a Ph. D. thesis of the Rajasthan University ), History of

e relatlmys between the English in Bengal and the Berar
_Mamthqs in the eighteenth century, by Shri Tarit Kumar

ookeries ( West Bengal Record Office ), Orissa under the

aratha rule, 1740-1805, by Shri T. S. Shejwalkar ( D. C. P.
R. 1., Poona).

! The following theses are under preparation

;znat‘;zl% Bor?;nbag1 Unist'erlgitsé :—The Life and times of Raghu-
ao iri S. D, ikw 1t )

Peshuer: Cgurt aikwad, British Diplomacy at the

by Shri V. J. Naik. Marath .
Bassein by Shri B. N. Pathak,al , Maratha Campaigns of

) . the Naval System of the
»%}{?%&? h],)S{) S]erll RE?T (;RatBndas, the Annexation of Tanjore by
4 wsh by ohrl H. C. Banavali, and Raja Pratap Singh o
Satara by Shri V. G. Khobrekar. ! /

We may refer to some articles like Adminisiration of the
é:ast Rayah. of Satara by Miss Nondita Chatterjee of Savitri
.olle'ge, Ajmer', Maratha-Nizam Relations: The Khazana
i-Amira of Ghulam Ali Azad Bilgrami by Shri P. Setu
Madhav Rao®, Maratha-Nizam Relations: The Masire

1. Journsl of Indian History, April, 1960.
9. Ibid, August, 1960.
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Asgi of Laxmi Narayan Shafig also by Shri P. Setu Madha_va
Rao?, Anglo-Maratha Relations during Mysore War (1753-
87) by Miss Nondita Chatterjee?, Was Nana the cause
of Maratha Downfall® by Shri Chidambaram Ramanujam, How
Civil Disputes were settled in the Deccan during the IRegime
of the Last Peshwa by Shri V. S. Kamat ( Bombay )*, n
unpublished letter of Francis from the India Office Library
by Dr. Sailendra Nath Senl, Predatory Activities of
Khem Sawant III Bhonsle of Sawant-wadi in the wvicinity oj
Rarce ( Red Fort ) in I766 by Shri V. S. Kamat of Bombay®,
The Consequences of the Subsidiary Alliance which Appa
Sahib had contracted with the British Government on 27th
May, 1816, by Shri John Ramalingam (Nagpur),” 4 Glimpse on
the Annexation of the State of Nagpwr by Kumari Chandr-
awali Gupta ( Jabalpur ), The Reign of Parsoji Bhonsla, 23rd
March, 1816,—1st February, 1817, by Shri John Ramalingam,
Rajarm Pandit in Orissa by Dr. Bhavani Charan Ray of
Cuttack.®

Mysore under Haidar and Tipu played an important role
in the history of India at a time when various forces were
affecting her political destiny. The most important of these
was the rise of British political supremacy. Both Haidar
and Tipu opposed it unflinchingly for several years. Recent
critical studies of their policies and activities by Indian sgho-
lars have resulted in the production of some important
works. Shri Hayavadana Rao's History of Mysore is an
authoritativo contribution, in many respects supplementing
and correcting the three volumes of Wilks' Historical Sketches
of the South of India ( 1810-1817 ). Dr. N. K. Sinha of
Calcutta University has presented to us a detailed biography
of Haidar Ali after a very careful scrutiny of different
kinds of original sources in English, French, Portuguese,
Dutch, Marathi, Persian, Tamil, Telugu and Canarese languages
(first edition 1941, second edition 1949). We get here accounts of
the whole career of an important personality of Indian history
from his birth and ancestry, his relations with the contem-
porary Indian and European powers, his civil administration,
military system, and significance of his career. Reviewing
Haidar’'s administrative system, the author observes that ‘‘if
was characterised by an unusual respect for ancient well-
established traditions. Hé governed and governed well”. A com-

Ibid, April, 1961.
Ibid.

Ibid, December, 1961.

Proceedings, Indian Hist
Thid 1960% ndian History Congress, 1959.
Ibid.

Ibid.
Bengal : Past and Present, January—June, 1958.
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prehensive biography of Tipu also has beel.l written by Shri;
Mohibbul Hasan ( now in Aligarh ), with .pr_ofuseness of
details and a critical analysis of his varied activities.

In 1939 Dr. M. H. Krishna ( Mysore ) discussed the value
of Haidar Nama, an unpublished historical manuscrmt. in
Kannada, for studying the career of Haidar Ali. Besx.des
describing the darbar of Haidar Ali, it contains a d_etml.ed
account of his rise to power and of tke events of his ].lfl?'
vear by year until his death.' In 1941 Dr. K. N. V. Shastrzl
gave an estimate of the career of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IIIL.
Another writer Mr. P. G. Sathyagirinathan ( Mysore ) re-
viewed in the same year the part played by the Wellesley
brothers in the history of Mysore.®

In 1942 Shri D. S. Achuta Rao wrote a paper on Haidar
i, —His relations with the Crown in which ha pointed outb
that Haidar respected the nominal sovereignty o_f the reign-
ing rajas of Mysore and that ‘“he was content with t130 subs-
tance of power and never cared to drape himself in regal
robes”.* The same year Dr. S. N. Sen contributed an interes-
ting paper on the Cannanore Incident, which formed an
episode in the Second Anglo-Mysore War, mainly on the-
basis of General MacLeod’s account of the capture of Canna-
nore and its queen and correspondence of the Governments
of Madras and Bombay. The writer pointed out that Bombay
Was by 1783 completely reconciled to the subordinate posi-
blon assigned to hey by the Regulating Act.”® In 1943 Dr.
M. H. Krishna (Mysore) wrote an article on Haidar's Last
Bajtle, in which he pointed out that in the last battle fought
Y Huidar with the English on the 2nd June, 1782, victory
Was won by him ganq not by Coote, though the former was
00t able to take fy1 advantage of it before his death.® The
Same year Prof. K, N. V. Shastri prepared a note on Moral
aws under Tipy Sylign who, as he pointed out, wanted to
check various social evils,”
In 1_944 Shri K. R, Venkatarama Ayyar ( then Records
Officer in charge of Research, Pudukkottai ) wrote on some
Little known but vital incidents n Haidar Ali’'s Carnatic
Campaign (1780-82)8. Dr. K, N. V. Shastri studied some
letters in the Home Miscellaneous collection throwing light
on the character of De

wan Purnaiya. In the following year,
Dr. K. N. V. Shastri ( then Professor of History,,

1. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1939,

2. ]I?;o;eedings, Indian History Congress, 1941,

3. id.

4, Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1942,
5. Ibid.

6. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1948.

7. 1Ibid.
8.

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1944,
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Maharaja’s College, Mysore ) wrote a short note on History
of Mysore in the XIX Century illustrated from Contemporary
Newsgapers® in which he pointed out their importance for a
detailed study of the history of Mysore.

In 1948 Mr. Mohibbul Hasan Khan ( then Lecturer in
History, Calcutta University and now Professor in the Muslim
University, Aligarh ) studied the policy of the French in the
Maratha-Mysore War ( 1785-87 ). ‘“The policy of the French
at this period,” he wrote, “‘was to prevent the Indian powers.
from fighting with each other in order to unite them under
their leadership in a confederacy against the English.” But
this policy did not prove to be successful.® Next year Shri G.
Narayan Rao contributed a paper on Appajiram, the Envoy
of Haidar,® and in 1950, Shri D. S. Achuta Rao wrote a
paper on Haidar Ali—the Forerunner of Indian Nationalism.

In a paper, entitled Some light on the Third Anglo Mysore
War, Shri Ramesh Chandra Mitra (Calcutta) made an attempt
to piece together some relevant facts, contained in the French
records at Pondicherry, supplementing the information already
available from published sources.* Prof. Yusuf Hussain Khan (Hy-
derabad) brought to light a letter (preserved in the Manuscript
Collection of the Central Records Office, Hyderabad), addressed
by Tipu Sultan, probably in January, 1791, to Nawab Nizam
Ali Khan. In this letter Tipu blamed the self-seeking advisers.
of Nizam Ali for his pro-English policy and appealed to him
to disassociate himself from the English and also to persuade.
the Marathas to do the same.®? In 1952 Shri D. S. Achuta
Rao pointed out the incorrectness of Wilks’ view that Haidar
turned a defeatist in 1782. A statement In this respect attributed
by Wilks to Haidar “must be oonsidered”’, observes this
writer, “‘a later invention and & hearsay recorded more than
a quarter of a century later, It hardly finds any corroboration
in contemporary accounts ® The same writer tried to.
ascertain the name of the author of the manuscript Haidasr
Nama, which was described by Dr. M. H. Krishna as “an
anonymous work,” Certain “references in the Haiday Nama
and in a late Telugu composition mentioned in the same
manuscript enable us to infer’, notes this writer, *‘that
Kacheri Krishnaiah who began his service as a Karanik and
subsequently rose to the position of Bakhshi in the Court of
Mysore under XKrishnaraja Wadayar II and a contemporarv
of Haider Ali was the author of the chronicle.”’ Dr, N. K.

Ibid, 1945.

Ibid, 1948.

Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1949.
Ibid, 1951.

Idid.

Ibid, 1952.

Ibid, 1958.
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Sinha pointed out (in 1949) that the date of its composition
was 296h June, 1784. In his opinion ‘‘the published fragments
do not justify the claim that the book is a corrective to
existing accounts.”! In 1955 Dr. S. P. Sen of Calcutta
Universitv studied Franco-Mysore Relations from 1785 to
1793 on the basis of some French records. While on the one
hand Tipu “showed an eagerness for drawing closer to France,
a@dressed several letters direct to Louis XVI with presents for
him and Marie Antoinette, sent an embassy to Paris in 1789
and proposed sending another in 1792, in his relations with
the French in India he showed little eagerness to win their
goodwill or even to avoid moasures likely to alienate them.
His agents gave repeated vexations to the French at Mahe.
French goods and letters passing through Tipu's territories
wero constantly intercepted, and the land communication
between Pondicherry and Mahe' was virtually cut off. After
the peace of 1783 the policy of the French was to cultivate
good relations with Tipu, Nizam Ali, and the Marathas and
%o try to keep thom united for a future eventuality of war
z\gth the English. That policy, however, was frustrated by
T'e mutual lealousies and rivalries of the three Indian powers.
1pu had to fight first against Nizam Ali and the Marathas
and later against the English combined with the two Indian
Powers. The French mevrely looked on and gave no assistance
to Tlpl} for fear of antagonising Nizam Ali and the Marathas.”
60 In 1793 Pondicherry was attacked by the English,
assistance from Tipu was not obtained by the French. “No
wonder that Tipu did not even reply to the letter of the
Governor of Pondicherry.””*> Dr.T. V, Mahalingam wrote a
baper giving there a descriptive account of Haidar Ali's attack
on Sru'a,p,gym and Trichinopoly 4n 1780 and pointing out that
some historical manusoripts in the Mackenzie Collection
supplement the information on the subject known from other
sources.’ At the same time Shri Sheikh Ali (Mysore) discussed
Nwa"{’l'TiPu relations during 1787-89.* Shri Sheikh Ali also
contributed one paper on Mawritius Records of the French and
the Third Mysore War.® Protessor S. H. Askari of Patna has
brought to light 69 important letters in Persian, some of
which relate to Tipu and throw much light on the character

) 0§ the _Sultan and on the treacherous part played by some of
his chief officers, especially Mir Sadig, Mir Nadim and
Purnaiya.® Tn 1960 came out an important work, entitled The
_Finances of the Mysore State, 1799—1831, by Shri M. H. Gopal

1. g K. Sinha, Haidar Ali, p. 298.

roceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1955.
%’bf%ceedmgs, Indian History Congress, 1954.
id.

Ibid, 1955-56.
Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1956.
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and next year A. P. Ibrahim Kunja wrote a paper on Mysore
Policy in Malabar during the periods of Haider Ali and
Tipu Sultan.

Some works about Mysore, in progress during the last
few years, are :—

(1) Foreign Policy of Tipu Sultan, 1780-1800, by Shri
B. Sheikh Ali (Mysore) ; (2) Tipu Saheb, the forgotten
martyr of Indid by Shri P. S. Telang (Nagpur) ; (3) Social
Legislation in Mysore, 1850-1919, by S. Anasuya (Mysore) ;
(4) Tipu Sultan’s correspondence with the Ottoman Sultans
by Prof. Nurul Hasan (Aligarh).

Mysore fell bhefore the British power after a brave
rosistance against it. But the story of Hyderabad and the
Carnatic was different. Vitality of both the kingdoms was
sapped by maladministration and corruptions and they
became easily prostrate before British imperialism. The
Nizam of Hyderabad, legally a representative in the Deccan
of the Delhi Emperor, had made himself virtually indepen-
dent. But his own authority was menaced by the growing
power of the Marathas and of DMysore under Haidar and
Tipu, and he courted British alliance. Feeble and vacillating,
he at once changed this alliance in the war of the XRnglish
with the Marathas and Haidar during the administration of
‘Warren Hastings. He entered into a subsidiary alliance with
the English on the 1st September, 1798, and a “‘perpetual
and general defensive alliance’’ was formed between the two
on the 12th October, 1800. This subsidiary alliance guaran-
teed protecsion to the Nizam against aggressions from outside
but it destroyed his initiative and interest in the internal
administration of the kingdom and produced various evils,
“Conceive of a country ', observed the Duke of Waellington,
“in every village of which there are from twenty to thirty
horsemen, who have been dismissed from the service of the
‘State, and who have no means of living except by plunder.
In this country there is no law, no civil government, no
inhabitant can, or will, remain to cultivate, unless he is
protected by an armed force, stationed in the village.”

. The condition of the Carnatic was oxtremely deplorable.
Distracted by the Anglo-French conflicts, it became subject to
woeful corruptions and scandals as a result of weakness and
dl.sreputalele character of its ruler, Muhammad Ali, who spent
his days in an undesirable manner in a magnificent palace at
Chepauk, a fishing village in the suburb of Madras, in luxury
and corruptions, to meet the expenses of whish he borrowed
money at exorbitant rates of interest from the Company's
s?rvants whose greed and ignoble conduct created a vicious
circle there. As Burke truly remarked, the Nawab of the
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Carnatic was not ‘‘a real potentate’” but ‘‘a shadow, a dream,
an incubus of oppression.”” Wellesley brought this unfortuqate
country under the supreme control of the Company in a high-
handed manner on an unmerited charge of ‘treasonable corres-
pondence with the enemies of the Company.

Some years back Lord Cornwallis’ diplomacy in rclation
to the Nizam and Tipu was studied by an Indian scholar,
Prof. B. N. Roy.! In 1939 Mr. K. Sajjan Lal (Secunderabad}
described in a paper the causes and significance of the batt}e
of Kharda.® In 1942 Mr. A. M. Siddiqi (then Lecturer in
History, Osmania University, Hyderabad) brought to our notice
a collection of the original letters addressed by Nizam Ali Khan
to Muhammad Ali Wala Jah of the Carnatic from 1757, when
the former held the post of Chief Minister under his brother,
Salabat Jang, till his death. They contain important his-
torical information bearing on the history of the Deccan as
well as of the Coromandel coast, and on the part played by
the English and French Companies in these parts.® A year
after this, Prof C. S. Srinivasachari contributed a paper?® on
The Climacteric of the Battle of Ambur (3vd August, 1749),
in which the three allies the French, Chanda Sahib and
Muzaffar Jung, defeated and killed Anwaruddin, Nawab of
the Carnatic. Professer H. H. Dodwell observed that the
“'historical importance of ngdicherry and Madras dateg
from the battle of Ambur”.® In this paper the writey
examined different contemporary accounts of the battle of
Ambur and the events that led to it, like tbe narratives of
Orme, Rayasam Venkatachalam Papaiya, who was the Englig},
Company’s interpreter at Madras under Governor Morse and
afterwards Agent to Orme, Narayan Pillai (author of the Hjs.
tory of the Carnataca Governors) and Burhanuddin (Tuzuk-i-
Walajahi). The writer produced that year also a detailed and
oritical account of the relations between the Carnatic ang the
English from 1795-1800.¢ Circumstances in which Chands Saheb
met his death were examined by Dr. A. G. Pawar (Kolhapur)
on the basis of a letter of Manaji, the Tanjore General, ¢,
Chhatrapati Sambhaji (king of Kolhapur, 1714-1760 A. D)),
from which it appears that Chanda Saheb was captureq
when he was running away and that Manaji did not betmy
him by violating, as was noted in an old sccount, an oath.?
Circumstances leading to the abolition of the titular dignity

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1987.
Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1989,

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1949,
Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1948.

. H.H. Dodwell, Introduction, Vol. VI, Private Diary of Ananda
Ranga Pillai.

6. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1948,
7. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1944.
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of the Nawab of the Carnatic were studied by Prof. C. S.
Srinivasachari in 1946.! How ILord Cornwallis resisted
the repeated efforts of the Nizam to establish his claim on
Kurnool after the treaty of Seringapatam (1792) was pointed
out by Prof. Mohibbul Hasan Khan.® In 1951 Shri K. R.
Venkataraman Ayyar (of Pudukkottai) studied Two
Walajahi Persian Grants to a Vishnu Temple (Varadaraja-
Venkatesa temple) Tiruchirapalli.® The first was a parwana
issued by Mahfuz Khan, the second son of Nawab Anwar-
uddin of the Carnatic. The second parwana confirming the
gifts of Mahfuz was issued by his brother Muhammad Ali,
the mnext Nawab of the Carnatic. Sayyid Mohiuddin
(Central Resords Office, Hyderabad) brought to light* a letter
of Nizam Ali, which throws light on the activities of John
Holland as an envoy on behalf of the Madras Government in
1779 and reveals the diplomatic relations then subsisting
between the Nizam and the English Company. Some French
lettors, preserved in the Pondicherry Archives and throwing
an interesting light on the relations befween the TFrench and
Hyderabad from 1785 to 1793, were studied by Dr. S. P. Sen.?
In a paper on The Nizam and Cornwallis, Prof. S. H. Askari
(Patna) tried to consider the significance of Liord Cornwallis’
first administration in relation to Nizam Ali of Hyderabad.$,

Anglo-Nizam Relations was the subject of a thesis prepared
by Regani Sarojini (Osmania University, Hyderabad). A
history of Kurnool upto 1858 has been prepared by S. A.
Razach Bokhari (Madras University). In 1952 came out a
volume of Selections from the Orme Manuscripts, edited by
Prof. C.S. Srinivasachari? and published by the Annamalai
University according to the Five Years’ Publication Pro-
gramme of the National Archives of India. We may note
incidentally that in 1945 Mr. P. K. S. Raja (Annamalai Uni-
versity) studied The Palassi Rebellion. The Palagsi Raja
belonged to the western branch of the royal family of
Kottayam. During the third Anglo-Mysore War, the Raja
helped the English. After the treaty of Seringapatam, the
Raja’s dominions were not restored to him but were given on
lease to the Kurumbarnad Raja, who had no right to it.
This unjust act drove- the Palassi Raja to revolt. He was
ultimately vanquished in November, 1805, and the revolt

Ibid, 1946.

Ibid, 1948 (Jaipur session).

Ibid, 1951.

Ibid, 1958.

Ibid, 1954,

Proceedings, Indian History Oongress, 1951.
.. Unfortunately the learned Editor, to whom we are indebted for many
v_a.lunble works on modern Indian History, did not survive to see the publica-
tion of this volume.
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ended with his death.! Prof. C.S. Srinivasachari® discussed
in 1950 the Penultimate Phase of the Poligar War of 1799-
1801, on the autbority of the Jowrnal of Captain Walsh,
who was himself engaged in the campaigns, and the obser-
vations ef Liord Valentia, who travelled in South India in
1803. Since the Carnatic wars of the fifties of the eighteenth
century the Southern Poligars of Madura and Tinevelly resis-
ted strongly the exactions of the deputies of the I'\Ia.wab of
the Carnatic and of the English renters assoociated with them.
They were consequently subject to frequent punitive campaigns.
The final war of 1799-1801,” observed the writer, ‘included
8everal long-drawn and bitterly contested campaigns in which
the Kattabomma chiefs took the most prominent part and
Daturally earned fame as redoubtable champions of indepen-
ence vigorously attempted to be sustained against the
Colossus of English might.”® A paper on History of Surat
6ill it came under the control of the East India Company
Was written by Dr. H. N. Sinha in 1940.° Dr. M. A.
Muttalib * obtained Ph. D Degres of the Osmania University
O the merit of his thesis on The Administration of Justice
unc?er the Nizams. 1724—1947. In 1959 Shri Y. Bittalrao
I !mavaram of Andhra Pradesh contributeda paper on East
"dia Company and Andhra.* In 1961 B, Sheikh Ali of Mysore
;Vrote & paper explaining why the Nizam deserted the English
é‘ the First Anglo-Mysore War. The same yoar Prof. Nani
opal Chaudhury (Calcutta) obtained D. Phil. Degree of the
alcutty, University for his thesis on British Relations witl
Yderabad (1798-1843). It forms a well-written, competent
Monograph on the subject. Sri Prabhatangshu Maiti (Calcutta
Niversity) is engaged in preparing a thesis on Muhammad
Wniireat. bill struggling against
vile ish were still struggling against various
hostile fogtxlgs Ei};‘ glf’ieninsular India till the beginning of the
19¢), century, their political &uthority. in northern Ingis
een established on & firm basis. The revolutiong
2CCompligheq by Plassey (1757) and Buxar (1764) made them

E?lirtual masters of Bengal and Bibhar. The treaty of Allahabag
Eggl{'))h rendered the Nawab of Oudh a dependent ally of the
is

East India Company and Shah Alam IT's Diwani
August, 1765, gave & dejure recognition to the de
hority of the English in Bengal. Though the English
v:‘FDany thus became the real ruler of Bengal, .Glive, out of
sibr'u?us considerations, shrank from accepting direct respon-

Uity fo, its administration and left it with the Nawab,

O Was a mere figurehead and had lost all authority as a

Tant of
Qcto aut

;. Proceedingg, Indian History Congress, 1945,

g proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1950.

4 Toceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1940,
. Toceedings, Indian History Congress, 1959,
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result of his treaty with the English Company, dated 20th
February, 1765. The new form of government established by
Clive in Bengal was a dyarchy, marked by divorce of power
from responsibility, and naturally produced abuses of diverse
kinds to the great detriment of the inferests of this country.
Clive's successors, Verelst (1767-1769) and Cartier (1769-1772),
had neither the inclination nor the capacity to eradicate
these evils, and in this one of the darkest periods in the
history of our country the people began to groan under the
weight of oppression, corruption and miseries, which were
aggravated by the terrible famine of 1770. Richard Becher,
a sorvant of the Company in Bengal, wrote to the Secret
Committee of the Court of Directors on the 24tk May,
1769 : “It must give pain to an DInglishman to have reason
to think, that since the accession of the Company to the
Diwani, the condition of the people of this country has boeen
worse than it was before ; yet I am afraid the faot is
undoubted. This fine country, which flouriched under the
most despotic and arbitrary government, is verging towards
ruin.”” “The new government of the Company , wrote
Hastings on the 22nd July, 1772, ‘‘consists of a confused
heap of undigested materials, as wild as the chaos itself.”?
This state of affairs had begun to produce some adverse
effects also on the interests of the Company, and their
government at home soon felt the need of putting an end
to the ovils of the Dual Government. Their choice for this
task fell on Warren Hastings, who was appointed Governor
of Bengal and whose administration as such began on the
9th April, 1772. “We now arm you with full powers,”
wrote his masters to him, ‘‘to make a complete reformation”
of the various evils then rampant in Bengal, ‘It is
evidont,” wrote the Company to the ?resident and Council
in Calcutta on the 7th April, 1778, ‘“‘that the evils which
have been so destructive to us lye too deep for any
partial plan to correct. It is therefore our resolution to aim
at the root of these evils; and we are happy in having
reason to beliove that in every just and necessary regulation
we should meet with the approbation and support of the
Legislature who consider the public as materially interested
in the Company’s prosperity.

The history of Bengal, during these years of quickly
succeeding political revolutions giving & mnew turn to her
destiny, is full of the deepest lessons for us today. Prejudices,
preconceptions and lack of correct Lknowledge of traditions
led to the formulation of certain views and conclusions, the
validity of wwhich have to be carefully tested through

1. Gleig, Memoirs of Warren Hastings, Vol. I., p. 817.
2. Moncton Jones, Warren Hastings in Bengal, p. 148.
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unbiassed original studies. There are a series of events ._apd
many unknown or ignored but important episodes, the czugm(i
growth and effects of which should be properly undelstolo
on the basis of original documents. The_ movqments' cz’f t}ne
respective European trading Companies in ].Indla. during the
eighteenth century, leading to their inevitable ponetmtl?n
into the field of Indian politics, and ultimate victory of the

English, must be explained with a careful analysis of the
deeprooted

causes through the genuine perspective of an
historian. The hattles of Plassey and Buxar were not acei-
dental events. The logic of facts was driving the _country
to these decisive battles, and the factors which contributed to
the success of the LEnglish must be ascertained through the
means of critical investigations.

Of late,

some Indian scholars have beon ongaged m‘tho
study of thig period by utilising newly discovered muter.lz!.ls.
.I have tried o Present a review of the conditions p‘revmhng’
In Bengal in the pre-Plassey days in my work on ‘“‘Alivard:
and His T published by the University of Calcutta in
new edition of this work is coming out soon.
In MY introduction to volume oné of Fort  1William-
Incl'za, House Correspondence (published by the Government of
India according to the Five Years’ Publication Programme of

N ”
imes,

the Indiap istorical Records Commission), I have made an
attempt ¢4 6Xamine critically the real causes of the. quarrel
etween Sirajuddaulah and the English, besides doaling with
certain othey 83pects of the history of this period.
The

ar. - : rning-point in the history

of India,.yT 1zsel 7321'27;11;(3;?; dbya at uweigl?t; revolution destined
‘;?1 . affect the history of India in various ways. To understand
real cauges of this revolution one must critically study

e relat; Ween Sirajuddaulah and the English.

ons bet
18 of the Buropeans in Bengal with Sirajuddaulah,
1752, Ap; > of Alivardil,l w%re cordial in 1752. Eul‘l}"ln May,
' 1 declared Sirajuddaulah, in whom he lived and
during h-d had hig being, as his 8UCCessOr. Soo.n- afterwards
French S Stay g Huglj, Sirajuddaulah “was Y)Slted by th'e
Dignity tnd Dut‘.’h Overnors with a present Equivalent to f{)ls
hwaja: w 2 Instryeteq by the faujdar of Hugli and hy
resided N, one of the principal merchants of Bor.lgal _who
resice ‘at-. Hug)j, the Council in Caloutta ‘‘judged it highly
necessary to Day the Nabob (Nawab) the Compliment required.
Doeordingly: tho Pregidant of the Bnglioh Company. M. Rogor
Drake, aCCompapjqq by Messrs Cruttenden and Becher and
the. Ctommandant’ visited Sirajuddaulah at Hugli in the
beginning of the third week of September, 1752. They were
received therg: 38 the Council in Calcutta expressed in grati-
fying torms, “with the yymost politeness and Distinction far
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‘Superior than was paid the French or Dutch.” Appreciating
this cordiality of Sirajuddaulah, the Court of Directors observed
in their letter to the Council in Calcutta, dated 23rd January
1754, that they should lose no opportunity of ‘‘improving
the favourable opinion he seems to entertain of the English
Nation.” In another letter, dated 29th November, 1754, the
Court significantly noted that the ‘‘Country Government’
(Nawab's government) had ‘‘always shown more preferable
marks of favour to the English than to the other Iuropean
Nations.” In the course of three years, however, Bengal
became the scene of a sanguinary contest between Siraju-
ddaulah and the English with disastrous consequences for this
-gountry.

Some are of opinion that Sirajuddaulah was guilty of per-
petrating acts of violense and cruelty on the English without
any cause. He has been accused of unprovoked acts of
aggression, committed in compliance with what Holwell des-
cribes as the ‘‘deathbed instructions of Alivardi to destroy the
Forts and Garrisons of the Europeans and to reduce their
Trade on the Footing of the Armenians.” But Holwell's testi-
mony is not unimpeachable. Though possessed of ability,
Holwell had neither integrity nor veracity, He was accustomed
to fabricate facts or invent stories to vindicate his own position
or point of view. Positive evidence of some English contem-
poraries of Holwell, then in the service ot the Company in
Bengal, ( Watts, Chief of the English factory at Cassimbazar,
Matthew Collet, second of the Counecil at Cassimbazar, and
Richard Becher, Chief of the Company's factory at Dacoa ),
proves that his story of the anti-European death-bed speech
of Alivardi is a veritable concoction. There are references
also in some of the 18th century Persian works which show
that Alivardi had no such evil motif as Holwell imputed to
him. Besides questioning the genuineness of Holwell's state-
ment, roferred to above, Richard Becher expresses the view
that ‘‘the Iinglish had given Sur Raja Doula ( Sirajuddaulah )
sufficient provocation to make him their enemy without any
need of his grand-father's advice.”

In fact, quarrel between Sirajuddaulah and the English
East India Company had become inevitable because of the
conflicting interests of the two. Apprehending prejudice to
the authority of the Nawab's Government from certain facts
on the part of the English in Bengal, Sirajuddaulah protested
against these during the last days of his grandfather. He
Justly accused them of complicity with the rival party, which
under the leadership of Shahamat Jang's widow, Ghasiti
Begam, and her chief diwan, Rajballabh, then opposed his
claims to the subahdarship. According to M. Jean Law, they,
like some others, were “led away by the idea that he
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. s to get
( Sirajuddaulah ) could not have suﬁioxen't mg::;lcesuspecfed
e ]lf recognised as subahdar. They “ereJ Nawab of
himse ing “an understanding’ with Sh_aukat angb nbing on
(])?f }.‘awﬂg 3;13 another rival of Sirajuddaulah. 011; and so
b:;tziapl’?osl’ects of success of Sim]uddaulz}!l SuigzvaRajbau&bh:
with a view to securing the favour of theuﬁg. Watts, Chief
tho Council in Caleubta at the request of eheltor £o Raj-
of the English factory at Cassimbazar, Da}v]e) who had fled
ballabh’s son, Krishnadas, ( Krishna Ballabh fa ily and wealth
away to Caleutta in March, 1756, with hli;sl :?Pslrlri.
on the pretext of a pilgrimage to Jaga‘nna P bout what
All this strengthened Sirajuddaulah’'s suspicion a

s : D 1 East
00 construed as the hostile machinations of the English
India Q

SV ‘edl
ompany in collusion with his rlvalst.h anirgl;,gn rci)pfmzﬁfe

to Alivardi in the presence of Dr. Forth, s

Cassimb

azar factory, who was attending tl}otthvgbtoangll)lgorz
fortnight before his death, that the English in 1en o e Support
Ghasiti Begym. Questioned by the Nawab ‘regort" on the
charge, Dy, Forth described it as a mahmor‘lstlelt:ion on the
part of their enemjeg and disclaimed any lu;nealt?.tem.
Part of the Company to interfere in politica lovellad bhree
But thig did not satisfy Sira]’uddaulah.r .P{)e Zvewas et
definite oharges against the English. The firs 10n~ge diteh in
ey _had “hy;y4 strong fortifications and @ug i; :ll cotntry.”
the King' Ominiong cont'.rarzr.l tgalf;ﬁgecllﬁ"‘;‘ﬁe ;rivilleege of dus-
r ha ;
tricks (dast;vkass t]l;;t 821;?ti15g them to such as wetie nzu&\eﬁg«
entitleq o them, from which practices the King has
8reatly i

he revenue of his Customs.” Tho third complaint
Was that

i h of the King's
“ . srotection _to suc 8
Subjectg s ezvi] af)ly %L‘:;? ]l)ehaviour in the employs they were
ED(tiruSted With
an

&
. selves liable to be called to an accoun
Insteaq of ngliirc}g; hzﬁlem upon demand tiiheydsallfc;\;mmzc;l;
Dersong ¢ shelter themselves within .the.ll‘ oun bo o ho
hangg of justice” He expressed his mtent']’on. Oh par o
Pheir fault " apg p.ermit their residence here’ if they “w
Promige t

; ints of their con-
regoing complain ‘
duct ang ire;gg:: :: etrigt; EElpon the same ]tel;?l%ff fars 821:‘?111‘
(‘yrchants g;g in the times of the Nabob Jaffei
( I\Iurshid Quli

Jafar Khan ).”
carefy]

i ant contemporary do‘cument_?
fostion 1126 thase.ohargas wore mot buocloss. ~ AS regurds forti
ﬁcations, the Council in Calcutta had attemp?d G(Z)vernment
bhem by ign0riug the authority of the Nawa:f sit be argued
hatnS the fatal illness of Alivardi. Ev%n \ undertaken at
et mo new qorks of fortifications had qezd false or fabri-
cated mameptnd that Sirajuddaalah bad of tho English and the
cated reports regarding the preparations o
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Frenoh, there cannot bhe any doubt as to their efforts for
the strenthening of such constructions as had been already
commenced and carrying out certain repairs. Sirajuddaulah
was not content to remain silent spectator in this matter.
He maintained the same point of view regarding it as
Murshid Quli Jafar Khan or Alivardi Khan had done. Like
them he folt that it would not be advisable to allow the
Luropeans to build strong fortifications twithin his dominions.
His apprehension was that thig would adversely affect his own
authority. In view of the military and political exploits and
success of the Europeans in Southern India and the virtual
subordination of the rulers at Hydorahad and Arcot to their
control, Sirajuddaulah thought it necessary, like his grand-
father, to take adequate precautions for the prevention of
effective uropean interfernce in Bengal politics. The Car-
natic episodes must have greatly influenced his policy in re-
lation to the Ruropeans in Bengal. It would be incorrect to
say that Sirajuddaulah forbade the English only to add to
their fortifications out of g special bias against thewm. He
wanted to enforce the same injunction on the other European
nations too. Even Holwell states, “though liberty of trade .
is granted to the Danes and Prussians, yet they are prohi-
bited fortifications or garrisons.” Sirajuddaulah passed simul-
taneous ovders on the French at Chandernagore and the .
English Governor in Caleutta, Mr. Drake, to desist from the

work of building fortifications at their respective settlementsg,

The former were able to satisfy him. But he became ex-

tremely disgusted at the reply he received from Mr. Drake

to the offect that the English were not “erecting any ngy

fortifications’’ bubt were only repairing the wharf and that ).
Nawab had been misinformed by their enemies about theiy dig-

ging any new ditch except that one which had been executeq

during the period of Maratha invasions with the approbation of

Alivardi. He further noted that, apprehending renewal of hostilj-

ties between the English and the French, which were boung ¢

have an echo in India, they thought it necessary “to be upon

our guard and make our place as defensible as we could.”

When Mr. Drake’s reply reached the Nawab ‘guring his
stay at Rajmahal, he is said to have exclaimed : “Who shal]
dare to think of commencing hostilities in my country, or
presume to imagine I have not power to protect them 9
Holwell regrets that the answer had not beel‘} debated i,
Council before it was sent. He also observes : “the wholg of
it had a tendency to confirm the Suba ( Nawab ) in 5 belief-
of those insinuations which had been already conveyed to him,
that the war between us and the French would probably he.
brought into Bengal beside its carrying a tacit refleotion on
the Suba’s power or will to protect us.”’
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There is plerity of contemporary evidence to justify Sn:a]-
uddaulah’s cc})mplalirnt regarding the abuse of dastalks (passptfntlis)
by the Company's servants at the cost of the revenues o 151e
Government and the interests of the lt}dlgepous .merohanls.
It had become an old practice by that time in spite 0; 2116
previous attempts for its removal by f,he government o 75’;
Nawabs and occasionally by the Enghsh. Qompany, In 1“1)
the Court of Directors asked the Council in Calcut_ta to Re
-extremely careful to prevent all abuses of the”Dustlcks. e-
ferring to the “ill use made of this indulgence” by the sorvants
of the Company, Holwell observed in his letter to C?}llts
-dated 80th November, 1756 : “That the abuse of dusticks
should be one cause of complaint, I am not surprised at.
Rogar Drake claimed that he “had in & great measure curbed
that unlicensed practice’’, ‘‘had refused applications on that
head” and “was warm o remedy and put those checks which
were resolved on tgo prevent the abuse of that indulgence.
He could n

ot certainly remove this abuse which grew so
terribly in the post-Plassey period.

...So far as the third complaint is concerned, it is not really
‘difficult to
ing it.

understand’’ Sirajuddaulah’s point of view regard-
ere is a clear reference in the account of David
Rannie ( Augus 1756 ) that the English Company ‘“‘gave pro-
tect.lon to the Nawab’s subjects though they were nqltlmer
their servants noyr thei merchants.” Further, the afiair of
Krishnadas ( Rrishna Ballabh ) was a sufficiently provocative
one. For certain reasons, particularly for Raj Ballabh's
leadership of 5 hostile party, there was no love logt betiween
him anq irajuddaulah. Sirajuddsulah demanded from him an
oocount of the administration of Dacca finances for several
yoars. Raj Ballabh who happened to be then at Murshida-
bad, wag Placed in ;onﬁnement in March, 1756, and persons
were deputed to Dacca to attach his property and family.
There is no qoypy, that Raj Ballabh's family came to seek
shelter in Calecutta to avoid this. DBub the Council in Caloutty
~oontinueq tq shelter the son and family of an ex-officer of
the GOVernment, who had incurred the Subahdar’'s displea-
sure,

oven after he had demanded their dismissal.
echer w

Richarg

titos that to harbour Krishnadas in Calcutta in

-defiance of the Nawab’s demand was a ‘‘wrong step . Some
other Engig},

' considered it to bhe a rigky
oonree. Ogoiﬁgme%%r?flezlivardi's death, Mr., Watts him-
self sent o letter to the President in Calcutta guggesting that
16 would he “expedient” that ‘'‘Kissendas and the rest
-of Rajballghy’ family ghould have no longer protection in
Galcutta.” Onsideriig this to be a "salutary advice  and

Just

apprehending that inuance of protecting them till the
.death of Alivarg; th(:nicg%?m&a productive of Trouble,” Mr,
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Holwell “‘pressed more than once for the dismission of this.
family.”” He pleads, however, that it did not become possible-
for the President to dismiss them, ‘‘the more especially as.
for some days advices from all quarters were in favour of the-
Bogam's ( Ghasiti Begam ) party.”

Some years back I published two papers! presenting therein
a detailed account of the circumstances leading to the reco-
very of Calcutta by the English in 1757, followed by the-
conclusion of the treaty of 9th February, 1757, between
Sirajuddaulah and the English. I discussed also the subject
of the Fortification of Calcutta and the policy of the Nawabs
of Bengal regarding it in an issue of the Journal of the Patna
University. In an issue of the Current Studies (Patna College,
Patna), I examined the influence of the mid-eighteenth century-
wars in Peninsular India on Bengal politics.

On the 28rd December, 1754, Godehu signed a ‘provisiona]
treaty’ with Saunders, English Governor of Madras, the.
validity of which depended on its final ratification by the.
home authorities of the English and French REast Indig.
Companies. But the interests of the English and the French
were then too conflicting to admit of a perfectly cordial settle-
ment. As a matter of fact, recrudescence of a war between
the two was only a question of time. So, as I have indicated
in a paper"" regarding Some Correspondence of the Court of
Directors to the Council in Calcutta, the former communicated
in 1755 and 1756 due notes of warning and advice in thig.
matter to the latter and asked them to be wgll on their guarg
against the risks of the apprehen(_ied conﬂlcb.' Anxioug for-
the safety of the English East India Company s settlementg
in India against the apprehended renewal of conflicts with
the French, and also as a measure of precaution against
gome indigenous forces that might resist the Company’ the.
Court of Directors in England, as I have pointed out in
another paper® not only sent occasional reinforcements for
the Company's army in their respective settlements byt also
advised the Councils there to tap useful sources of recruit.
ment for the army in India (1754-1757). Colonel Carolin
Trederick Scott, an able and shrewd officer of the Englisﬁ
Company in Bengal, who thought in 1754 of “‘succegs in
bringing about a Revolution in Bengal and to their advantage” &
suggested the recruitment of the Rajpubs of Bihar ¢o tl;e,
army of the Company. The Court of Directors recommended-
its careful consideration by the Council in Calcutta, and the.

1. Calcutta Review, 1988.

2. Journal of the Bihar Research Society, Vol. XXX, 1944, parts I and IT

8. Journal of the Bihar Research Society, Vol. XXXI, 1945, parts I and IT

4. C. R. Wilson, Fort William in Bengal, Vol. I, p, 74; vide my paper.-
on this subject, in Shrikrishna Abhinandan Granth, Monghyr.
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Bihari Raj puts began to contribute from this time not an
iIHCOHSider;}ble quo%a. to the ranks of Iast India Company s
ndj

‘ritori i d mercantile
dlan  troops. The territorial, official an '
a-rlstocra.cy oprenga.l and Bihar exercised a potent influence
‘on the

3 A ‘ansitional

history of these provinces during the tl.anSlf,lf)Da
Period of g)q m?d-eighteenth century. So q:mute_und calfgl:ll
oivesbigations into the careers of Maharaje Krnshqacha:n wf.
s la, the Seths of Murshidabad, thg Zummdmg o.
Blrblmm, Burdwan, Dinajpur, Rangpur, Tikari and Bhojpur,
of Raja Janakiram ( for some time Naib Nazim of Bihar )
and hig gop Raja Durlabhram, of Raja Rajballabh of Dacea,
of Raja Ramnarain (Naib Nazim of Bihar for some .years).
of aja  Shitab Ray and his son Raja Kalyan Singh of
P&tn&. and of some others, would bring to light many facts
rof hiStOrical importance full of lessons for wus today. Some
Yoars back, I wrote a paper in an issue of the Indian
tStoricql Quarterly on the career of Durlabhram, who was
Ntimately associated with the Murshidabad Government and
I-Jh‘yed an importang part in the political revolution of 1757
i Benga, being responsible, along with some otl}ers, for the
betrayal Of his master Sirajuddaulah. He remained a friend
°f the Bngligh in Bengal tiil his death in 1770.

. In g . Talukdar ( Krishnagar, . Bengal )
.dlscuss3d9i‘-i~nl &13;;:; ’Eh jbaneful effects of early British rulel)
S engal in the first half of the nineteenth century.
S.hri aresh Nath Mukherjee sought to prove that Hln_du
dlsconhent was not a cause of the war between the English

n Sil‘ﬂaiucldaula,h as Mr. S. C. Hill had observed®. 1In
1949 p,° Sukumar Bhattacharya wrote an article (Who
Was the aggressor ? ) trying to examine in it as to who
took the aggressive in the relations between Sirajuddaulah
nd € Tnglish in the period intervening between the
S1gning of the treaty of Alinagar on the 9th February, 1757,
angd the Outbreak of hostilities culminating in the battle of
?laﬂsey. “The tragedy of the situation was ', he observed,

that while Sirajuddaulah was being lulled into a sense of
Derfect, Security by the continued assurances held out by the
DTitish, they Werey at the same time instigating his enemies
o & manng, which made war inevitable.”® Sri Nani Gopal
C.haudhuri of Konnagar (Bengal) discussed the Anglo-F' rench

) Bengal during the administration of Cartier

Decembpey 1769-April 1772)*. The same writer wrote about
the  Conglicy between the Bengal Government under Cartier
\

1. Proceedin i istory Congress 1941,
2. Thid, 1943?5, Indian History

8. Ibid, 1949,
4, Ibid, 1944,
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and  Shujauddulah® and the Diplomatic Relations of the
Bengal Government wunder Cartier with the powers of Hindustan
(December 1769—June 1771).2 In 1949 Shri T. K. Mukher;ji,
(Calcutta) discussed how the English after 1760 tackled the
question of the Chauth of Bengal demanded by the Marathas.
“The upshot of the matter was that Janojee retained
possession of Orissa, while the Inglish continued to refuse
the Chauth. Janojee had no strength enough to settle the
question of Chauth by force. Through internal dissenssions
the power of the Bhonsles had decaycd. Yet Janojee would
not think of surrendering his right to the Chawuth which
was so vital to the prestige of his family. The question of
Chauth was raised later in 1781 and again in 1785 but the
claim was never again seriously pressed except as an argument
to embarrass the English in the course of other negotiations,’3

In volume two of the History of Bengal (published by
the Dacca University) Sir Jadunath has given a detailed
account of the events leading to the battle of Plassey and itg
effects, with reflections on the significance of this battle ag
marking the commencement of a new era. In 1958 Mry, 4.
Huges brought to our notice an account of the reign of
Sirajuddaulah contained in the valuable contemporary Persian
history of Yusuf Ali Khan.* It is interesting to note the
following observation in his article. ‘Yusuf Ali's referenceg
to the shutting up in a small room, and suffocation, of some
of the English prisoners from the capture of Caloutta, wiy
undoubtedly arouse the interest of those wl'lo have at any
time followed the course of the ‘Black Hole controversy,
this new information, however, needs to be correlated it
other information available or forthcoming, before firm ¢qp.
clusions can be reached.” A volume (a Ph. D. thegig of
London University) on the career of Mir Jafar, written by
Dr. Atul Chandra Roy of Calcutta, came out in 1953. I Wwrote
in 1981% an HEstimate of the character and policy of Mir
Qasim, Nawab of Bengal, 1760-1763. Dr. Nandalal Chatterjee
of Lucknow University brought out, several years back, 4
detailed biography of Mir Qasim. I feel that a critical accoﬁnt
of the policy and activities of this importan personality

still due. Dr. Nandalal Chatterjee’s work on Verelst's Ry, z’l:
India, prepared mainly on the basis of manuseript records of

the Government of India and of the Bengal Government, and
presenting a detailed account of the English Company's
administration (1767-1769), came out in 1939. In 1950 o

1. Ibid, 1945.

2. Ibid, 1946.

8. Ibid, 1949,

4, Bengal : Past and Present, January—June, 1958.
-5, Journal of Indian History, 1981.
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highl ful volume of original records for ﬁ}’? Years 1467-6}9{.‘.
ed?teg buysei)li'. N. K. Sinha OIf g?lcl]gtzsetjggl'el}:;;gniﬂic:oégi}gz'
Vol. V. of Fort William=India Ho € D OT los.
(1748-1800), was published by the NaplOD&fl f’xlz}:;ve]s‘of ]‘anlaE

ew Delhi. It is a mine of information lmtters co;l:;'t.ou& of
Bengal during these critical years. The 1e ot Wgﬁpe in
it form correspondence exchanged bgt.ween the ) ]11 iam in
Calcutta and the Court of Directors in Londolll).I 3I;C znif dle us lt‘.o
89t a true picture of the various deplorable eatures in the-
unsound administration of the time, and of the 8}0“_511% econ‘o-
mic decline in the province. There are als.o incidental re-
ferences to the social conditions of the country. The learnod

ditor’s Tntroduction to the volume contains & careful ana-
VSIS and a oritical discussion of the contents of the legtors.

Several other similar volumes, carefully edited by different
Scholars with g critical Introduction and notes In each, have.
€en  subsequently published by the National {h‘clnves of
India o the great advantage of researchers on various aspects
of the history of India during the eighteenph century, ThoS(E,
are Vol | covering the years 1748-57 edlt.ed by Dr. K. K
Datta, Vop, II covering the years 1757-59 edited by Dr. H. N.
Sinha, Vol. IX covering the years 1782-85 edited by Dr, B.A..
Saletore, Vol. XII covering the years 1792-95 edited by Prof.
Y. araporewala and Vol. XIIIL covering the years 1796-
1800 edited by Dr. P. C. Gupta. We may refer to a volume,
Shtitleq Select Docuwments of the British Pe?‘zod of Imdian
*tory  (in the collection of the Victoria Memorial,
loutts ) ogited by its Curator, Dr. D. C. Ganguly. Tt gop.
1S eightygix doouments of the period from 1758 to 1g57.

D 2 paper on Clive and the Junior Civil Servants,1 .
Nandalalp ghatterjee studied Clive’s attitude towards the.
fompanY’S Junior Civil servants seeking to explain tho reasons
oF hig failure in effectively reforming the glvﬂ Servico. The

Writer hag shown in another paper” that Clive during.
Diypg 2%°nd  administration drew the attention of the Gourt of
bowse T8 b0 the evil of illicit arms smuggling at the port
Ewns by the orew of the French, Dutch and other Shlp.s from
oo e also mentioned in another paper _how durmg his
uSurn administration Clive tried izo grapple ‘Vylbh the evil of
86rvan,  fich had reached alarming pr0p01tlonsD fnnlong the
Oha;ntﬁi °f the Company in Bengal. Recently r. Nandglal_
of Lter]ee rought out a volume? on the second administration
ab o4 Clive in Bengal including the relevant chapters noted.

ove. 1 contajng also an estimate of his administration in.

1. i - . -
92, f};ﬁ{ 63321283» Indian Historical Records Commission, 1940,

8. Ibid, 1944,
4. Published by the Indian Press, Allahabad,
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concluding which he observes : “Having started with the
laudable resolution of cleansing the Augean stable Clive ended
by making confusion worse confounded. The system which he
laid down and the course which he followed were characterised
by a short-sighted opportunism which reveals his failure to
rise to the height of a statesman’’. Sri Ramendra Nath
Choudhuri of Rajasthan University, Jaipur, prepared a disserta-
tion on Istablishment of DBritish supremacy 2n Bengal and
Bihar 1756-64. In 1955 DProf. N. B. Roy of Visva Bharati,
Santiniketan, contributed an article on the Early inroads of the
Naga Sannyasis in Bengal (1760-73 A.D.) giving an account
of their engagements against the English Company. “They
were not”, remarks this writer, ‘‘freehooters as trotted out by
some writers, nor were they the vanguards of freedom move-
ment as portrayed in the Anandamath of Bankimchandra.’'!
We got also another account of their activities in a work by
Shri Jamini Mohan Ghosh on Sannyasi and Fakir raiders in
Bengal®. As I feel, a correct account of their role in the
history of this period is still due. I have tried to explain the
Genesis of the Diwani Grant of 1765, which was a very signi-
ficant event in the history of the Bengal Subah and of Indig ag
a whole. This grant was a logical sequel to the treaty of
90th Iebruary, 1765, between the Council in Caleutta ang
Najmuddaullah, the Nawab of DBengal. It was a natural
concomitant of the eclipse of Mughal rule in India, in a
sense the culmination of an idea which had originated a few
years back (from 1759) in consequence of it3. The adminis-
tration in Bengal following this grant has‘ been reviewed by
Dr. Nandalal Chatterjee, who observes : .'The. story of the
years that constituted the peripd of the Diwani administration
in Bengal makes a dismal reading and one cannot escape the
verdict that the period was prpbably the darkest in the
history of the local people*”. Shri S. L. Katare of Mahakoshal
Mahavidyalaya, Jabbalpur, is engaged In writing a dissertation
on Bengal in Transition, 1756-65. Nihar Kana Mazumday's
thesis on Justice and Police in Benga§ 1765-1193, secureq
for her the D. Phil Degroe of the University of Calcutta,
Shri Narendra Nath Das (Calcutta) is writing a Socio- Economsc
History of Midnapur, 1760-1803. Shri Suﬁlesh Chandra Dey
(Saugar University) is writing on Lord Clive as a statesmay,
Dr. R. K. Das Gupta is engaged in research on Politieq]
History of 19th Century Bengal.

An article on Sirajuddaulah and Europeans by Dr. V. p, s,
Raghuvansi appeared in an issue of the Saugar University

1. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1955,
2. Published by the Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, Calcutta
8. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1952,

4., Journsal of Indian History, April, 1955,

3
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Journal.! Another article'by Dr. V. P. S. Raghuvansi on
Fall of Sirajuddaulah, The Nawab of Bengal, has been pub-
lished vrecently.? Dr. Q. Ahmad, a Research Fellow of the
K. P. Jayaswal Research Institute, Putna, has brought to
light some unpublished letters of Raja Shitab Rui, who was
closely connected with the mid-eighteenth contury political
transactions in Bengal and Bihar.® Dr. Q. Ahmad bas further
studied an unpublished account of Chotanagpur in the
eighteenth century by Raja Shitab Rai*. In one paper I have
asgessed the evidence of a newly discovered Hindi manuscript
about the Jagat Seths, the famous bankers of Murshidabad,
who also played an important role in the history of India
during the transitional years of tho eighteonth century®.
In 1960 Shri Tridib Nath Ray of Calcutta contributed a
paper on Mystery of the Black Hole®. Referonce may ho made
to tho paper on Dritish Occupation of the Fort of Sambalpur
by Dr. Bhavani Churan Roy of Cuttack?. In 1961 Dr. Shri
Govind Mishra of Siwan College (Bihar) prepured a thesis on
the History of Bihar, 1740-1772, on the merit of which he
was awarded tho Ph. D. Degree of the Patna University.

A studont of History studying the vicissitudes in the poli-
tical destiny of India from the mid-eighteenth contury must
try to understund carefully the process of the gradual liguida-
tion and ultimatp eclipse of Mughal political authority. Sir
Jadunath Sarkar's monumental volumes on the Igll of the
Mughal Eimpire contain graphic descriptions of the contempo-
rary affairs relating to the Delhi Empire, the abortive Bengal
and Biliar invasions of Shah Alam II in 1959 to 1761 anq the
battle of  Buxar. Driven from pillar to post and post o
pillar by adverse circumstances Shah Alam II had to pass hig
days through unspeakable agonies and his relations with the
English also show his utter helplessnesg in all respects. Hig
negotiations with the English after the battle of Buxar, whicl
I have deseribed in an article,® abundantly explain his puthe-
tic position. The battle of Buxar ( 238rd October, 1764 ) wag
a significantly decisive episode in the history of India. Tt
resulted in the defeat of three important rulers of Northern
India, DEmporor Shah Alam II, Nawab Shujauddaulah
Oudh and Mir Qasim, the expelled Nawab of Bengal. Imm-
ediately after it, Shah Alam II, not quite happy at hisg

of

1. Vol, I, No, 2, 1952-58,

2. Journal of Indian History. August, 1961,

8. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1960,
4. Proceedings, Indian History Congress 1959,

5. Ibid, 1961,

6. Tbid,

7. Ibid,

8. Bengal : Past and Present, Vol. LXX, Serial No, 188, 1951,
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virtual dependence on Shujauddaulah!, threw himself almost
at the mercy of the English and entered into negotiations
with them from Benares, which ultimately led to the grant
of the Diwani and the cession of Kora and Allahabad to
Shah Alam II.

The promise of the English, made to Shah Alam II since
1761 to give him military assistance for the fulfilment of his
natural desire to return to his ancestral metropolis at Delhi,
was roiterated by Clive at the time of the Diwani grant.® But
on one plea or the other the English evaded compliance with
it. Clive even regretted his inability to comply with Shah
Alam IT's request ‘‘without a reference to his sovereign.”
Accordingly it was decided to send a letter of representation
to King George III and such a letter was drafted at Dum
Dum near Calcutta in consultation with Lord Clive, Carnac
and George Vansittart but without the knowledge of the
Council in Calcutta. Captain Archibald Swinton was put in
charge of the mission to George III and a sum of one lakh
of rupees was sanctioned for present to the latter. Itsam-
uddin, author of Sagarfnamal-i-Wilayt, also accompanied this
mission. About a week after thoy had embarked, Captain
Swinton informed Itsamuddin that Lord Clive had kept the
letter with him saying that as ne wus returning to England
next yvear he would himself give it to the king along with the
money for the present. Clive went 'to England in 1767 and
Ttsamuddin learnt to his great surprise and regret that Clive
had presented the money to the Queen. on his own Dbehalf
and nothing had been mentioned by him gbouba the letter.
This episode has been mentioned in some articles.

Shah Alam’s is indeed a tragic character in Indian history,
He solicited help in different quarters to meet with nothing
but disillusionment and disappointment. Once again he had
to court disappointment by writing a letter to George IIT in
1772, the contents of which I have studied in a paper.*
According to the Diwani settlement of August, 1765 Shah
Alam II was entitled to receive an annual tribute worth
26 lakhs of rupees out of the revenues of Bengal. But even
this was soon denied to him. Lord Clive left India on the
26th January, 1767. The correspondence of Shah Alam II

1. Broome, Bengal Army, p 464.

2. Celendar of Persian Correspondence, Vol. I, 1186, 2688, Vol. II, 60
Vol. II1, 899 ; Ghulam Ali, Shah Alam Namah, Vol. IT, p. 283 ; Sagar namah
by Itsamuddin ( Copy found in Wakf Library at Kujhwa in Saran district,
Bihar ), pp. 10—11 ; Letter from Clive to Smith, 2Sth December, 1766.

8. Proceedings of the All India Oriental Conference, Patna session, 1930,
op- 87—_—90 : Bengal: Past and Present, J uly 1986 ; Proceedings, Indian
Historical Records Commission, 1989. '

4. ‘A lotter of Shah Alam II to George III, in J 1 i d
Orisea Research Society, 1940, Vol. XXVI,BParb—IV. ournal of the Blh’_& e
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with his successor, Harry Verelst, tells us of the Dglbi
Emperor’'s repeated complaints to the effect that the promised
tribute was not paid to him regularly, though he was in acute
financial stringency, and of his request to the Englls{h to help
him with a body of troops in returning to Delhi. Verelst
gave him favourable assurances with regard to both. But
during the administration of John Cartier ( December 1769 to
April 1772 ) confusion became worse confounded. Remlttanc}e
of the imperial tribute became more irregular than before in
spite of repeated requests on the part of Shah Alam II. Dis-
appointed from the side of the English and failing in two at-
tempts to g0 to Delhi,’ Shah Alam soon entered into an eng-
agement with the Marathas, who had by that time recovered
from the blows of Panipat, and entered Delhi in January,
1772. The northern push of the Marathas, and their control
over the Delhi Emperor, were considered by Hastings to be
Potential dangers to the English Company. The Delhi Em-
beror, in his opinion, no longer deserved support of the
English and had forfeited his claim to the Bengal tribute.
The remittance of the Imperial tribute was actually stopped
0 no time. The repeated demands of the Delhi Emperor for
the Tribute” received no favourable response from Warren
ofa;?mgs’ who was determined to reverse in full the system

Lord Clive, which he considered to he unsuitable to con-
ltions of the time.

Placed in an extremely embarrassing situation, the Delhi
Emperor once again (in 1772 ) thought of sending a letter?
to George III through Major John Morrison who was then
8oing g Europe. This representation, like the two mage
-Previously, proved futile. Some records of the Company,
Contain references to the pathetic appeals of the Delhi Em-
boror for remittance of the Bengal tribute. It was laid down
]Hn one of the clauses of the Treaty of Benares, concluded by

o astings with Shujauddaulah on the 7th September, 1773,
1at ¢

he Rnglish “were to cease paying tribute to Shal
Alaﬂ{ 8. When after this the Delhi Emperor wrote to Moy,
Hastingg on the 9th September, 1773, asking the Governor
O Temit to him “tribute from Bengal and give up Korah and
Au?'habad" he was informed on the 13th September : ‘I must
p]"“’{ly declare that until the safety and welfare of those
rlwovmqes will admit of, I cannot consent that a single rupee
ﬁe Sent out of them which it is in my power to detain.”’*
astings, ag he sajd, was supported in this step by the Court
\ -
1 Pmceedings. Indian Historical Records Ccmmission, 1940.

7 ,.2OPY presorved in Original Consultations of the Secret Committee,
dated the 11th pecember, 1772.

orrest, Selections, Vol, 1, p, 59.
4. Thia,p. 68, ’

.
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of Directors, who in a letter, dated 3rd March, 1775, ordered
that “no further remission should be made to him ( Shah
Alam II) without their express permission”. Prof. S. H.
Askari of Patna discovered in & rare collestion of letters and
-other writings of Munsghi Sambhu Lal!, compiled in 1197,
A.H—1782A.D.,two letters written ( probably in 1779 A. D.)
by the author at the request of Raja Daya Ram and in the
name of Shah Alam II, one to Lord North and the other
to George III. As Prof. Askari has pointed out, the gchief
significance of Shah Alam'’s letter to George III *“lies in the
fact that besides containing a reiteration of the Emperor's
grievances regarding the non-payment of the dues of the past
amounting to one crore and sixty six lakhs of rupees, it reflects
the opinion of certain sections of contemporary Indians , if
not of the Emperor himself, on certain political and economic
conditions of the country during the time. There is a note
-of confidence and an implied threat, at the end of the letter,
which is quite in keeping with the temporarily-revived
position of the empire, due to the efforts of the famous Mirza
Najaf”’? Dr, P. C. Gupta of Calcutta drew our attention 4o
-an account of the State of Delhi in ‘‘a narrative of the transac-
tions of the Court of Delhi” from 1771 to 1779 written
by Antoine Louis Henri Polier, a Swiss Engineer? in the
Company's service, who was later on employed by the Nawab
of Oudh and the Emperor. Dr. Gupta dlscovere‘d 4 manus-
cript of this account in the Library of the Asiatic Society,
Calcutta,* and has compared it with a copy of the manusoript
in the Orme Collection of the India Office Library, which he
-does not consider to be original, and hglds that the copy in
the Asiatic Society was written by Polier.

Delhi affairs continued to be hopelessly confused. Mirzg
Najaf tried his best to regulate these for some years. But i
was indeed a very hard task. Reviewing the situation aboug
1778, the historian of the Mughal Empire writes: ‘‘Within
8iX years of Shah Alam's coming to Delhi his Government
was relieved of the menace of the overgrown vassals who hagq
usurped the lands round Delhi and so long sucgessfully defied
Mughal authority. The Ruhela who had seized the upper
Doab was crushed partially in March, 1772 and completely

1. He is identical with Sambhunath, the Munshi, of Mr. Fowke, who
‘has been mentioned by Warren Hastings and also in Qalenda.r of Persian
Correspondence, Vol. V (Nos. 55, 1067, 1686), in connection with the Chait;
Singh affair, .

2. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1958¢

8. I have given & note on the Swiss Engineers in the service of the
Company in my Introduction to Fort William—India House Correspondence
Vol. L. Dr. P, 0, Gupta has written an account of Louis Polier’s career in
India, Proceedings, India History Congress, 1945.

4. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1944,
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in September, 1777 ; his fellow-clansmen of the trans-Ganges
colonies had been extirpated in April, 1774 and rendered in-
capable of joining any pan-Afghan revolt against the Delhi
throne ; the Jat Rajah had been shorn of all his enormous
new acquisitions and turned into a petty zamindar worth only
nine lakhs 8 year ( April 1776 ). From 1775 to 1782 the
dreaded Marathas were so heavily entangled in a contested
succession at home and a war with the English abrgad that
they would not spare a single soldier for Hindustan.” '

But this calmness and security were more apparent than
teal. The Sikhs again proved to be a disturbing factor
In the north apd west of Delhi. Further, the nominal
Emperor of Delhi, Shah Alam II, tossed by adverso circums-
t?.nces, became extremely vacillating in nature and was easily
liable to change sides. Mirza Najaf's jealous rival, Abdul
Ahad Khan, soon influenced him and instigated the onemies
of the Mirza. To add to these, by 1778 Mirza Najaf was
involved in troubles with Rao Pratap Singh of Macheri

Alwar), then in alliance with the Rajahs of Jaipur and
Bharatpur. The English, whose sphere of influence had not
yet 6xtended beyond Oudh and whose position wuas still
ciritical in view of the hostile attitude of Indian powers
In western and southern India, and the machinations of their

uropean enemies, the French and the Dutch, particularly
after the outbreak of the War of American independencs,
naturally watched with anxiety the events in and round Delhj
as is proved by correspondence between Nathaniel Middleton,
their Resident at the court of the Nawab of Oudh, and the
Calcutta Government, which I studied some years back. ®

he death of Mirza Najaf Khan, the last great regent of Delh;
on the Gth April, 1782, aggravated confusion in the Government
of the Delhi Empire. In this situation Shah Alam IT and hijg
different minigters made appeals to Warren Hastings fop
British assistance and protection. In response to theso, the

overnor-General sent Major James Browne on an exploratory
mission to the Court of Delhi, and hfa remained there from
August,,1732 to April. 1785. The object of this mission and
rOWne s negotiations with the Emperor and some others at
Delhi were gtudied by Sir Jadunath Sarkar several years
back.® “Browne’s embassy to Delhi”’, pointed out Sir Jadu-
nath, “ended in nothing. But the student of the dying
Mughal Empire will bo failing in gratitude if he omits to
recognise the service that Browne did to the history of thig
period. A master of the Persian and Hindustan tongues,
he utilised his splendid opportunities at Lucknow, Agra and

1. J. N. Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vol, III, p, 146
2. Journal of the Bihar Research Society, Vol, XXXVII, Parts 8-4, 1851,
8. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1987,
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Delhi to collest a number of valuable Persian historical
manusecripts and worked upon them, publishing the materials
in his Indian Tracts, to which J. D. Cunningham and others
are deeply indebted. During this embassy, he secured a
manuscript of Kashirao's Persian narrative of the third battle
of Panipat, his translation of which ( printed in the Adsiatic
Researches in 1799 ) was our sole source on that event until
recently”. According to Scheme II of its Publication Pro-
grammeo, the National Archives of India published a critical
edition of Browne correspendence in 1960.

Porverse destiny drove Shah Alam II from one extremity
to another and he was subjected to acute miseries in the
metropolis of an Empire, which his ancestors had ruled, but
of which nothing but a shadow then lingered to his great
mortification. He had oven to bear patiently severo bodily
tortures, including blinding of his eye by the Ruhela Chief,
Ghulam Qadir, who also heaped indignities on the members
of the imperial family, including women and children, from
18th July to 2nd October, 1788.1 In this period of dire
calamity and unspeakable agonies the unforfunate Mughal
IBmperor sent appeals for help in different quarters,
the most piteous one being to the Government of the
Iinglish East India Company in Calcutta. Brief references to
his appeals are found in Cornwallis Correspondence by Ross?
and in Calendar of Persian Correspondence.®>  Sometime back
I got some significant details from Shah Alam II's corres-
poudence at that time, particularly with the English, in some
records of the National Archives, New Delhi.* This appeal of
Shah Alam IT, like the other ones, elicited no favourable
response. Political Consultations, dated 28th April,  1788;
preserved under the custody of the National Archives, New
Delhi, contain correspondence between the Governor-Generel,
Lord Cornwallis, and Mr. E. O. Ives, the Company’s Resident
at the Court of the Nawab of Oudh at Lucknow. Study of
this correspondence disclosed to me one of the painful
chapters in the career of the Imperial Prince Jawan Bakht
Jahandar Shah, eldest son of Emperor Shah Alam II. Owing
to the disturbed state of affairs at Delhi, he fled from that
place in April, 1784, and went away to Lucknow.® He placed
himself under tho virtual protection of the then Governor-

1. Details may be studied in J. N. Sarkar’s Fall of the Mughal Empire
Vol. III, pp. 802—824 ( second edition ). pire

2. Vol. I (Second Edition, 1859), p. 807 and p. 864.

8. Vol. VIII.

4. Shah Alam’s Agony and Appeal in Proceedi ; :
Congress, 1948, gony PP ings, Indian History

6. For an account of Jahandar Shah vide P ; . N
Records Commission, 1987. ar Shab vide Proceedings, Indian Historicsl
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. . his help in
General, Warren Hastings, and tried to secure p'
favour of his distressed father. Hastings persuadedbl.\szal;
Asafuddaulah of Oudh to allow him ‘‘a monthly su sidy o
838,333 rupees’’. But, for certain reasonms, there was no lov.e
lost between Jahandar Shah and Asafuddaulah, anc:l reconci-
liation between them seemed to be out of question. The
Government of Lord Cornwallis acted cautiously in relation to
Jahandar Shah. While their Resident at Lucknow persuaded
the Oudh Nawab, though he ‘‘seemed to entertain an implac-
able resentment’’ against Jahandar Shah, to pay the latter a
Dpeshkash of rupees 3 lakhs per annum, he left no stone un-
turned to induce the Imperial Prince, to quit the Nawab of
Oudh’s territory, so that he might be at a ‘‘greator distance
from the scene of action in the upper Provinces’. The
Governor-General wanted him to stay at Rajmahal which,
however, was not to his liking. He was destined to die soon
at Benares.! Dr. G. N. Saletore of Central Record Office,
Allahabad, brought to light® in 1953 an interesting Persian
document acquired by the U. P. Regional Records Survey
Committee from TLucknow. The opening title of this
fragmentary document is ‘‘Akhbar-Deorhi Nawab Asafuddaulah
Bahadur (i.e., Court-Bulletin or News-sheet of the rortals
of Nawab Asafuddaulah). But after a scrutiny of it Dr.
Saletore considered it ‘‘possible that this document is Cour
Bulletin of Prince Jahandar Shah rather than of Asafuddaulah.”

The available dates range from Friday, 10th December, 1784,
to Sunday, 10th April, 1785.

I have noticed® how the cruelest stings of adversity drove
Shah Alam II to exchange correspondence* with, and seek the
help of, Zaman Shah, ruler of Kabul, in. 1796. The latter
not only promised him assistance to be relieved of the ygs.
traints imposed upon him but also deputed to him a gy,

named Ghulam Mubammad Khan to cement further the hopg
of friendship between them.

The year 1803 marked an important step in the develop-
ment of British sovereignty in India. Delhi and the Delhi
Emperor, Shah Alam II, psssed under the absolute control
of the English Company after Lord Lake’s victories before
that city in 1803. Both were significantly ‘‘reckoned among
the most precious spoils of victory” of the English. Though
the fiction of Mughal sovereignty still lingered, yot nothing
could conceal the hard fact that the old Mughal Emperor

was henceforth practically a captive till his death in 1806 in
1. Ibid, 1949.
2. Ibid, 1958,

8. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, December, 1948
Silver Jubilee Session held at Delhi).

4. Political Consultations, 5th December, 1796, Nos. 20-22.
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the metropolis of an empire that had in reality vanished. It was
only as a matter of administrative convenience that the
Company’s Government in Caloutta now thought of making
some provision for the maintenance of Shah Alam II and
his family. So, as directed by the Governor-General, Mr, N.
P. Edmonstone, Secretary to his Government, communicuted
cortain instructions in this respect to Lit. Col. Ochterlony,
Resident at Delhi, on the 17th November, 1804. I have
studied! these in some records of the National Archives.

The fiction of the Mughal Raj was finally extinguished
by Tord Hastings. Dr. Percival Spear ( Fellow, Selwyn College,
Cambridge) brought out in 1951 an original work, entitled
Twilight of the Mughals, describing in it the condition of the
‘Kingdom of Delhi’ from after the third battle of Panipat till
1857. It is a highly valuable work. Yet, as I feel, a detailed
account of the life lod by the successors of Shah Alam II at
Delhi  $ill the last days of Bahadur Shah II should be
attempted on the basis of various kinds of sources. As
regards the writings of Indian scholars, some relevant facts
have been mentioned in Mehta’s Lord Hastings and the Indian
States, and our attention has been recently drawn to stray
references about Akbar II in some contemporary Persian
Weekly, Jam-i-Jahan-Numa.® We have also come to know
that a bound volume of & weekly newspaper, entitled Delh:
Urdw Akhbar, covering the years 1840-41, contains some
intoresting details about the personal life of Bahadur Shah II.3
Shri XKrishan Lal Sachdeva promises a history of Delhi,
1803-1857, and in 1954 he contributed a paper on Akbar Shah
II.4 I am engaged in writing a thesis on Shah Alam II and
the English.

History of Oudh is very much linked up with the political
changes in northern India during the second half of the 18th
century. A detailed account of the career of its important
ruler, Shujauddaulah, who was also the Wazir of the Delhi
Emperor, was presented to us, some yoears back, hy Dr. A.L.
Srivastava. In 1938 Dr. A. F. K. Rahman (then in Dacca Univer-
sity) 8ave an estimate of Shujauddaulah's diplomacy from 1754 to
1771.° Dr. A. L. Srivastava examined the arrangements of
the Beneres Conference (September, 1773) hetween Shuja-
uddaulah and Warren Hastings. These arrangements greatly

1. Bengal : Past and Present, 1948.

2. Delhi Diary of 1825 by Dr. H. R. Gupta in Proceedings, Indian
Historical Records Commission, December 1948 and Delhi Diary of 1828
by Shri Krishan ILal Sachdeva in Ibid, 1954.

8. Proceedings Indian History Congress, 1958.

4. Ibid, 1954,

5. Prceedings, Indian History Congress, 1989,

¢
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influenced the policies of both, particularly in three respects,.
the transfer of Kora and Allahabad to Shujauddaulah, the
stoppage of the Bengal tribute to Shah Alam II and the
promise of military aid to Shujauddaulah against the Ruhelas.!
A manuseript in the Orme collection of the India Office-
Library contains ‘‘some accounts of the transactions in the
province of Oudh from 1st April to the end of June 1776.”
Its contents were brought to our notice by Dr. P. C. Gupta
of Calcutta.® The relations of Oudh with the East India
Company during the administration of Warren Hastings have
been discussed by Prof. C. C. Davies of Oxford in his valuable
work on Warren Hastings and Oudh. He has also edited the-
Benares Diary of Warren Hastings, which is an important
source for the study of the transactions at that time between
Shujauddaulah and Warren Hastings. Among the Indian
scholars, Dr. Purnendu Basu wrote a few vears back a
volume (Ph. D. thesis of the London University) on Anglo-
Oudh relations from the time of Cornwallis to the days of Wel-
lesley. We have something on Oudh after this in Mehta's.
Lord Hastings and the Indian States. A detailed and critical
work on the history of Oudh from 1801 till its annexation
In the time of Lord Dalhousie has heen prepared by Shri
Ansuman Mukherjee as a thesis for Ph. D. Degree of the-
]Etatna. University. Shri A. A. Asmi (Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity) has been engaged in a study on The Annexation of
Oudh and its Consequences.
Since the conclusion of the treaty of Allahahad in August,
1765, the English East India Company’s Government in
alcutta sought to use Oudh as a buffer state against the
apprehended incursions of the Marathas and the Afghans.
Not to speak of Warren Hastings, even Cornwallis and Shore,
who were required to follow the policy of non-intervention
as laid down in clause 34 of Pitt's India Act, interfered in
Oudh affairs. After the death of Asafuddaulah in 1797, Shore-
intervened in the matter of a disputed succession betweesn
Wazir Ali, whom Asafuddaulah had acknowledged as his
successor, and the deceased Nawab’s brother S'aadat Ali. He.
raised the latter to the throne and concluded a treaty with
him on the 2lst January, 1798, which considerably enhanced
the Company's influence. Some original records relating to
the accession of S’aadat Ali to the masnad of Oudh were
brought to our notice in 1940 by Mr. G. R. Gurbax.® Wagzir
Ali was allowed to reside at Benares on an annual pension of
a lac and a half of rupees. Dissatisfied with this arrangement
he soon tried to organise an all-India conspiracy. This subject.

1, Ibid, I944. o
2. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1946.
8, Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1940.
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was studied by me on the basis of some unpublished English
letters,! which disclosed that Wazir Ali had some confederates
in Bihar and that he also sent agents even to Calcutta, Dacca
and Murshidabad, probably with a view to combining with
Nawab Nasir-ul-mulk of Murshidabad and his brother-in-law
Shamsuddaulah, who too had been engaged in a plot against
the Company and had deputed an agent to Zaman Shah, ruler
of Kabul. A modern writer has pointed out that Wazir Ali
further negotiated with Raja Ambaji Ingle ‘‘for the purpose:
of establishing such a {friendship with Ambaji and through
him with Doulut Row Sindea (Daulat Rao Sindhia) as should
enable Wazir Ali to regain the dominion of Oudh”.? In fact,
some of the disaffected Muslim rulers and nobles were then
trying to secure the help of Zaman Shah in order to restore
their lost authority. Wazir Ali was captured in the month
of December, 1799 and was carried to Calcutta where he
spent his days as a captive till his death in 1817. The Company's.
Government continued to keep strict watch on the members
of his family and made arrangements for their residence and
maintenance in Bihar, as I indicated in a paper written in
1950.° I also pointed out in another paper*! how S’aadat
Ali’s two brothers, Shahmat Ali and Mirza Mendoo, who could
not reconcile themselves to the rule of S’aadat Ali, were-
expelled by the latter from his dominions towards the end of
1807, obtained protection of the Company's government and
were permitted by them to reside at Patna, which had then
become a refuge also for some other exiles from the Oudh
Court. Two such persons were Raja Jhao Lal and Baluk
Ram, about whose stay in Bihar I have written an account.®
Both the brothers of S'aadat Ali were kept at Patna wunder
the close supervision and control of the local Magistrate, and
they could not move to any other place according to their
own desire. A paper of mine on Rajalr Jhao Lal appeared
in an issue of the Journal of the Bihar Research Society
and I have also written about the condition of the family of
Wazir Ali in Bihar after his capture.’

In the miscellaneous records of the Foreign and Political
Department of the Government of India, preserved in the:
National Archives, Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad discovered in 1949
a manusecript volume, entitled ‘“‘An Abstract of the Political
Intercourse between the British Government and the Kingdom of

1. Proceedings, Indian Historicrl Records Commission, 1987,

2. Wazir Ali’s intrigues with Ambaji Ingle by Jir. K, D. Bhargava in
Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1955,

8. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1950.

4. Proceedings, Indian Tistory Congress, 1989

5. Journal of the Bihar Research Society.

6. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1650.
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Oudh.’ The  author of this Narrative, written probably in
+the latter half of the year 1835, was Captain Paton, who was
Assistant to the Resident of Oudh for several years and who
held the charge of the Residency and performed ‘‘the duties
.of Resident at Lucknow’’ in 1834 and possibly in 1835.!
Dr. Shri Nandan Prasud ( Defence Ministry, Historical Re-
rearch Section, New Delhi) examined in detail the Oudh
Treaty of September 1847, which, as the writer noted, ‘‘was
important as incorporating an agreed arrangement for correct-
ing the growing misrule in Oudh without having recourse to
annexation’’ and which in 1856 formed a matter of
-controversy.? This writer oconcluded that “the treaty of
1837 was still in force in 1856 when Oudh was annexed.”’
‘Shri G. D. Bhatnagar presented an account of Some aspects
-of Oudh administration under Wagid Ali Shah.® Some vears
back Prof. Shaikh Abdur Rashid of Aligarh threw new light
-on the Judicial administration of Oudh during the time of
Wajid Ali Shah (1847-68) on the authority of a contemporary
work, Mirat-ul-Auwsa, written by one Lalji whose family was
-associated with the Kingdom of Oudh. He considers it to
be a valuable original source for the study of the history of
the Nawabs of Oudh.* Shri Raj Bakshi (Lucknow) is preparing
a thesis on King Wajid Ali Shah, 1856-1888. Shri Gauvishwur
Dayal Bhatnagar got Ph. D. Degree of the Lucknow University
‘for his thesis on Oudlh under Wajid Ali Shah, 1847-1856 and Dr.
K. C. Nigam was also awarded Ph. D. Degree of the Lucknow
University for his thesis on Ghazi-ud.din Haidar. The
following works relating to Oudh are under prepartion :—Shri
Uma Shankar Singh ( Banaras ) on Oudh and the East Indig
Company, Shri Ramlakhan S. Tiwary (Bombay) on the Genesis
-of the Anglo-Oudh relations, Shri S. P. Mathur ( Agra ) on
Oudh in the days of Nawab Asafuddaulal, and Shri Aniruddlia
Gupta ( Lucknow ) on Oudh and its Foreign policy, 1764-185¢

and Ikramuddin Qidwai ( Lucknow ) on Life at the Court of
‘Oudh, 1722-1798.

By a oritical examination of Lord Canning’s policy towards
the Talugdars of Oudh after the movement of 1857, Dr.
Nandalal Chatterjee pointed out in 1941 the unsoundness of
the view that Lord Canniig was ‘‘the best friend of the
landlords of Oudh.” The writer's opinion is that XLord
Canning wanted to wipe out the baronial class of Oudh bug
was prevented from carrying out his dras.tic policy by Lord
Ellenborough, who in his capacity as President of the Board

1. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission 1942.
9. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1950.
8. Ibid.

4. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1955,
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of Control “made a timely intervention in their favour’.'
The writer discussed after a few years the subject of the-
“Settlement of the Waste Lands in Oudh after the Mutiny’ ..
The matter was finally settled in 1870 and a set of regulations
was framed for purposes of lease and sale of waste lands.?

In 1952-53 Shri Shilendra Kumar Singh (then a Research
Fellow in the Agra University) published an account of the-
relations of Minto, Baillie (the Company's Resident at
Lucknow) and S'aadat Ali, 1807-1813, in several instalments.®
In conclusion he writes : ‘“Minto’s conduct in his relations
with Oudh shows olearly how radically he had broken off
from the traditions of non-intervention which Cornwallis and
Sir George Barlow had tried to establish. The pendulum in
its swing had reached the edge where it was kept by Lord
Wellesley. Minto was olear that Oudh was a subordinate
power and he, therefore, felt justified in interfering in its
affairs whenever it suited his convenience and British interests.
If the Nawab opposed his wishes, in the first place he was to
be persuaded to confirm and obey, but if necessary Minto.
was prepared to go full length and compel the poor
potentate. The right of might could not be challenged.”

Situated hetween the Company’s dominion in Bengal and
Bihar, and Oudh, the kingdom of Benares was naturally
involved in the relations between the two. We get incidental
references about it in works like Strgchey s Hastings and the:
Rohilla War, Sir Jadunath Sarkars Fall of the Mughal
Empire and Prof. Davies' Warren Hastings and Oudh. Its
detailed history from the year 1764, .with an agcount
of its relations with the English Fast India Company, is yet
to be prepared. Shri Kashi Prasad Shrivastava (Allahabad)
has studied the History and Administration of Benares Province
from 1775-1810. Shri Suprakash Sannyal of Maharaja Manindra
Chandra College, Calcutta, is engaged in the preparation of a
thesis on Anglo-Benares Relations. Some Articles on the
history of Benares are :i—

(a) Sidelights on the history of Benares, Political and
Social, thrown by the Selections from the Peshwa Daftar by
Dr. K. R. Qanungo.* ’

(b) Chait Singh and Hastings by Prof. S. H. Askari.t
Prof. Askari has made an attempt to t':hrow fresh light on
certain aspects of the Chait Singh affair on the basis of three

1. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1941.

2. Proceedings of Indian History Congress, 1948,

8. Journal of Indian History, December, 1952, April, August and.
December, 1958.

4. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1987.

5. Ibid, 1954.
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. . i ersian.—Bulwantnamah of Ghulam
22::2&01;]9};; Ougllv(;ffa.?}T]Zza. of Khairuddin Muhc.z.mmacl fznd
Miftah-i-Khazain of Shambhunath. These writers were
intimately associated with the affairs of Benares und Oudh and
actually participated in some of the transactions described by
them. Their accounts contain some interesting and important
facts, not recorded elsewhere. They agree “in all essential
points such as the origin of Hastings hatred.a:nd spirib of
revenge in the belief of Chait Singh's complicity with the
hostile majority in the Supreme Council, tho Governor-
General’s harassing tactics, vexatious demands and unjust arrest.
and overthrow of the Raja, despite the latter's innopcence
-of many of the charges brought against him and his sub-
missive, even servile, attitude and his anxiety not to cause
any offence to Hastings. The writers while exposing the
1gnoble transactions in which the Company's officers then
could enter for monetary gains, praise the high ethicul
Btandard u,nd_ sympat,hetic a,ttit.ude of men like Vﬂ.nsittarb,
and while emphasising the innocence of the Raja and his
unjust vietimization at the hands of Hastings, Graham, Marlk-
2m and their hirelings, like Ausan Singh, the Chobdar,
Maulavis ete,, have not refrained from delineating the weak
“Character of the Raja, who has Dbeen described as an inex-
Derionced, wavering, extravagant, timid and coward man.”’
he influence of Chait Singh’s insurrection was folt on the
neighbouring Province of Bihar, where he had some sympa-
thlse.rs. Some of the Bihar zaminders, discontented with the
Eng}xsh Company, rose against it and espoused the cause of
hait Singh, There Weore some references to it in an olg
Work by Hand, entitled Early English administration in Bihay,
gecently, I discovered some relevant records in the Shahahugd
ollectpra.te, which contain ample details re'garc}il.lg the distur-
rzzl:ef in Bihar in the wake of Chait Singh's rising. In their
with :11‘ political supremacy in India the English had to' reckon
were ‘e hostilities of ghe Fronch and the Dutch till bogh
writteove_rpowued by them. Though several volumes have been
Coml)an'ln She past on the activities of the difierent FEuropean
- early n‘?es ' India during the eighteenth century and the
these oieteenth century, more detailed studxos. rela..tmg to
langnage the bygig of newly discovered sources in different
connectiz aTe still que. Reference may be' made in thig
Tears Onn o two works which came out'durmg the last 'few
174 0_'1 825eer1tten by me on The Dutch in Befzga,l and Bihey
1948, Mmoot D. was ‘published by the University of Patna in
© Dnobher Jegpnag work, based on a comprehensive study

of French 8OUrees, is The French in India by Dr. 8. P. Sen.
By the be

>y 8inning of the nineteenth gentury political
-ambition of the o)g Buropean rivak of the English in India
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were extinguished and most of the Indian powers had heen
brought under British control. But beyond the limits already
reached by British authority, there weres powers on the
western, northern and eastern limits, whose thorough sub-
jugation was necessary for the establishment of an all-1ndia
British empire on a firm and secure basis. This naturally
invovled a process of imperial expansion by the British, which
brought them into conflicts with the Sikhs, the Sindhis, the
Pathan and Baloch tribes of the north-west frontier and the
Afghans beyond the Khyber Pass, with Nepal on the north
and with the Assamese and the Burmese on the east. As for
the Sikhs till the close of the career of their great chief
Ranjit Singh, we have the valuable works of Dr. N. K. Sinha.
In his Rise of the Sikh Power he traced the fortunes of the
Sikhs from about 1738-39. He wrete an exhaustive and a
critical uccount of Ranjit Singh’'s career and activity ( second
edition 1945 ) after a careful re-examination of the old
materials used by Cunningham, Lepel Griffin and Latif, and a
study of unpublished materials from various sources, particular-
ly from the National Archives of India. In his concluding
review of Ranjit Singh's career the learned author has
significantly observed : “‘the one great external cause of Ranjit’s
failure is found in his relations with the British Government.
Vory early in his caveer he had entered into a treaty with
the British Government. But in almost.all cases, as Bismarck
has put it, a political alliance means a rider and a horse. In
this Anglo-Sikh alliance, the DBritish Government was the
rider and Runjit was the lhorse. The English limited Ranjit's
power on the east, on the south, and would have limited him
on the west if that were possible. EvMently a collision bet-
weon his military monarchy and .B.rltlsh Imperialism wag
imminent. Ranjit Singh, the Massinissa of British Indian
History, hesitated and hesitated forgetting that in politics as
in war time is not on tho side of the defensive. When the
crash came after his death under far less able men, chaog and
.disorder had already supervened and whatever hope there had
been wlion he was living, there was no more when he wag
dead. In his relations with the British Government, Ranjit
Singh is seen at his worst. He never grandly dared. He
was all hesitancy and indecision.

But at the same time we must aeknowledge that Ranjit's
failure was inherent in the very logic of events. ‘All cauges
that were not the causes of Rome were destined to he lost.
The central power once dominant, could only grow and all
the outside forces could only shelter themselves against Rome as
enemios or augment the strength of Rome as vasgals.’ This
remark about Roman Imperialism is true of British Imperial-
ism in Inhdia as well.”
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Within a few years after the death of Ranjit in 1839, the
inexorable logic of events led to the annexation of his ocountry
by the British. The contemporary parliamentary papers and
the Punjab Government Records are full of information on
this phase of Sikh History. As regards the recent writings of
Indian scholars we may note that the causes of the First Anglo-
Sikh War were critically examined by the late Dr. I. Banerjee
(for some years Head of the History Department, Calcutta
University) in an article published in the Calcutta Roview of
1944. He observed that “to blame the Army alone for the
coming cabtastrophe is as unjust as it is untrue: on the
contrary, the soldiery were possibly the only party in the
State who wanted to stave off the coming disaster. As rude
and untutored men they might often have acted in mad and
barbarous ways but the real tragady was that none among the
leaders could perceive that in the reawakened spirit of the
Khalsa there was a great weapon, which, properly handleq,
might have rehabilitated the tottering Raj. But most of the
chiefs, Sikh and non-Sikh, with their own vested interests 4o
protect, desired nothing less than a British protectorate over
the Punjab and could only think of edging the Army on tq
despruction. But the question arises as to why the Army,
which Lad become its own master and which was guided solely
by the decisions of its Panchayats, listened to the exhortationg.
of such mercenary men as Lal Singh and Tej Singh, who hagq
now hecome vespoctively the Wazir and the Commander-in.
Chief. The Panchayats knew quite well that since the accession
of Sher Singh, the chiefs now of one faction and then of an-
other, had been intriguing for British intervention anq it.
cannot be said that they received no encouragement af all
from fshe other side. It was this apprehension, more than
anything else, that had led the Panchayats to gather the yejng
of powers in their own hands and it seems rather strange that
they now readily listened to the advice of leaders, whom they
hoth dlsi‘:rusted and despised. No doubt their known hatyeq of
the English was played upon and their cupidity excited by
visions of plunder in the rich cities of Hindusthan, hug what.
}ms been said above about the role that the Army took upon
itself makes it doubtful whether these 2lone would have been
enopgh t0 lead the Panchayats to decree an invasion of British
India. It should not be forgotten that when the Sikh
soldiery crossed the Sutlej, rightly or wrongly, they believeq
that they were going out on & defensive war and thag
their country was ahout to be invaded.” Dr. I. Banerjos hag
contributed earleir! a paper on the “The Kashmir Rebellion
and the Trial of Raja Lal Singh’’. By Article 4 of the.

1. Proceedins of the Indian History Congress, 1989.
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Treaty of Lahore, concluded on the 9th March, 1846, Maharaja
Dalip Singh “‘coded to the Honourable Company, in perpetual
soveroignty, as .equivalent of one crore of rupees, all his forts,
territories, rights and interests, in the hill countries, which
are situated between the rivers Beas and Indus, including the
province of Kashmir and Hazara''. By separate treaty with
Maharaja Gulab Singh, the East India Company, in return
for seventy five lags of rupees, “transferred and made over,
for ever, in independent possession, to the said Maharaja
.Gulab Singh and the heirs made of his body, all the hills, or
mountainous country, with its dependencies, situated to the
eastward of the river Indus, and westward of the river Ravi,
inoluding Chamba and oxcluding Lahul, being part of the
territory ceded to the British Government by the Lahore
State. according to provisions of article 4 of the Treaty of
Lahore, dated 9th March, 1846.” Gulab Singh anticipated
that he would get possession of Kashmir without any difficulty.
But he roceived a rude shock when the transfer of Kashmir
to him was rosented by some. In the months of October,
1846, Shaikh Imamuddin, the Sikh Governor of Kashmir,
rose against Gulab Singh at the instigation .of Vizir Lal
Singh. This insurrection was put down by a strong British
force ; Lal Singh was tried by a formal Court of Enquiry
and his guilt being proved he was dismissed from the
ministership and .deported to IBenares. A new  treaty was
signed on the 16th December, 1846, which made the British
the real masters of .the Punjab. Cunningham's chapters on
Anglo-Sikh relations, which have a permanent value for
studonts of history, were reprinted by Dr. A. C. Banerjee
of Calcutta! with notes and an introduction containing short
accounts about the Sikhs ill tho annesation of the Punjab
by the British. : _

In 1939 Sardar Ganda Singh contributed a paper on the
treaty oconcluded on the 8lst Msrch, 1785, between the
Sikh Sardars and Ambaji Ingle, agent of Mahadaji Sindhia.
Ambaji forwarded the terms of the troaty to Mabhadaji for his
approbation. Tn tho moanswhile, 'I_'_ulel.lt. .James Andorson, tho
British Resident with Mahadaji Sindhia, Colonel Sir John
Cumming, the officor commanding the detachmont of the
Company's troops on the frontier. and Major Palmer, the
Resident at Lucknow, had been reporting to Governmant
in Calcutta their views about the Treaty. “They saw in its
materialisation a danger to the political interests of the Hast
India Company and to the territories of their friend, the
Nawab Vizir of Oudh. Therofore, they directed their offorts
towards its nullification by whatever means it could be

1. Published by A. Mukerjee and Co., Caleutta, in May 1949,
4
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brought about.” Mahadaji soon forced the Sikh sardars to
amend the terms of treaty and a new deﬁn}be Treaty
was concluded on the 10th May, 1785. But the Sikh sardars
were unhappy at this, partioularlv because of the _gle‘t_entlgn
of their ambassador Sardar Dulcha Singh by Mahadaji Sindhia.
So they decided to break away from Mahadaji and opened
negotiations with the British officers. The Caloutta Govern-
ment did not like Maratha-Sikh a.lli.ance and oonveyed
Decessary instructions to Sir John Cumgnmg. They wanted to
keep the two disunited for their own interest. In fact, the
treaties of Mahadaji Sindhia with the Sikhs and tl:.e proposed
Anglo-Sikh alliance in 1785 ‘“fell through and d]d.not come
to fruition.”’! Rao Bshadur Sardar M. V, Kibe pointed out
in an article® that ‘‘it was during the reign of Maharajs,
Ranjit Singh that the Marathas under Yaswant Rao Holkay
received from the Sikhs such powerful support as compelled
the British Government to restore a large part of the territories
Sequestered from Maharaja Yaswant Rao _Holkﬁr by the
Treaty of Bias.” In 1940 Sardar Ganda Singh threw new
light on tho circumstances leading to the conclusion of the
Treaty of Bhyrowal ( December 16, 1846 ) by studying some
Private letters of Sir Henry Hardinge.? In about two years
after that Dr, G. L. Chopra (then Keeper of Records of the
‘Fovernment of tho Punlab, Lahore) wrote a paper in which
‘e tried to examine all available evidence, with a view to
arriving at a definite conclusion, about' the tragic‘ death of

unwar Nau Nihal Singh. His conclusion was: “‘We must
acquit the Dogras of having ever conceived or committed thig
Supposed crime which was really an unfortunate accident ang
notking elge.”’* In 1948, Sardar Ganda Singh (then Profesgoy
of History, Khalsa College, Amritsar) drew our attention to
some lattorg of Maharajah Duleep Singh, which throw much
light on the history of his career after the annexation of the

Punjab ang geal with the following topics :—

(@) Disitty
out of his kip
Jather had p,

sionment of Maharajah ‘‘that hs had been cheqted
gdom and out of the private estates which his
ssessed.”’

(6) Details of
that he had inherit
kingdom of Lah
Chakkia family

the ancestral private estates and property
¢d from his father, mot as ryler of the
ore, but as a Sardar and head of the Sukkar-

(c) The Maharaja’s diferences with the British Government

1 lz)roceedings. Indan History Congress, 1589.
2. Ibid.

8. Proceedings, Indiapn Historical Records Commission, 1940,
4. 1Ibid, 1942.
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e England and India on the z'ntcrprptatidn of the terms of
the Treaty of March 29, 1894, in respect of

1. the confiscation of his private estate, jewels, and other
property, of which there is mo mention in the Treaty -and

2. the amount of pension payable to him.

(d) Restrictions as to the place of his residence in India
after he had decided to leave England for good and setile
down permanently in India.

(¢) His arrest and detention at Aden without a warrant
and his public renunciation of Christianily in favour of the
faith of his father.'

Next year Dr. Sri Nandan Prasad ( working in the
Historical Research Section. Defence Ministry, .Simla ) wrote
on the nature and circumstances of the Punjab Rising of 1848.
He observed in conclusion that “the factors mainly responsible
for the Punjab outbreaks of 1848 were the policy of the
Government of India, the resultant discontent among the
soldiery and series of fortuitous mischances.”’? In 1950
Sardar Ganda Singh discovered and collected three letters
of Maharani Jind Kaur ( popularly known as AMai Jiban )
for the Sikh History Research Department of the Khalsa
College, Amritsar, which tbrow much light on the story of
her tragic fate, her incarceration in the fort of Lahore, her
removal from there to the fort of Sheikhpura as a State
prisoner and her ultimate banishment from the Punjab
(1846-47)8

In 1949 came out a book, entitled ‘:'Circumstancas leading
to the Ammexation of the Punjab 1846-49 by Shri Jagmohan
Mahajan ( Kitabistan, Allahabad ). Utilising fresh information,
particularly from the Currie correspondencq, the author
critically examined the circumstances under which the British
annexed the Punjab and their real motives behind it. He
tried to prove that there was no evidonce to charge Mulraj
with the first attack on or the subsequent ml}rder of Agnew
and Anderson. Dalhousie was, in fact, determined to destroy
the Sikh power and to annex its kingdom. "The task before
me’’, he wrote to Henry Lawrence on the 15th October,
1848, is “the utter destruotion and prostration of the Sikh
power, the subversion of its dynasty and the subjection of
its people. This must de done promptly, fully and finally.”

In 1950 Shri Sita Ram Kohli ( then Principal of the
Ranbir College, Jind State, Pepsu ) studied a manuscript,
entitled ‘‘Fateh Namah Guru Khalsa Ji ka~ and containing

1. Proceedings of the Indian Historical Records Commission, 1948.
2. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1949.
8. Ibid., 1950.
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three long ballads, composed by one Ganesh Das to celebrate
the three important victories won by the Sikhs over the
Pathans, at Multan in 1818 A. D. near Tiri Hills
( Naushehra ) in 1828, and at Saidu near Akora on the
banks of the river Lunda in 1827. Comparing this work
with some contemporary historical works, Principal Kohli
wrote that its ‘‘acouracy is unchallengeable’’!. For the
Peshawar Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission,
held in 1945, Dr. I. Banerjee ( then Professor of History,
C{Llcutta University) indicated in his paper on Naw N:ihal
Singh and the. Nepalese Mission to Lahore that ‘‘some sort of
negotiations were going on between the Cnurts of Lahore and
Nepal”. In 1954® Dr. Hari Ram Gupba (Professor of History,
Punjab TUniversity ) wrote a paper on Sikh-Nepal Relations,
1839-40, in which he tried to show how the Court of Nopal
was keen on establishing diplomatic relations with the Lahore
Darbar, but the British Government closely watchea their
DProceedings and prevented the formation of any alliance botween
the two. Recently® Shri Sita Ram Kohli gave an account of
a. trained Infantry Battalion in the Punjab, on the basis of
Some papers preserved in the State Records Office at Simla.
It was Ranjit Singh who first introduced the employment of
trained infantry in the Punjab armies. He porsuaded his
Jagirdars to do so, and the writer, referred to above, deals
" With the trained infantry battalion of one of those chiefs '
Sardar Hari Singh Nawla. He has also brought to lighg a:
document, which was'drawn up on the 27th November, 1840
to settle the preliminaries connected with the question 0;
Succession to the Lishore throne on the death of Prince Nay
Nihal Singh.* Shri M. L. Ahluwalia ( National Archiyeg
of India ) has reviewed in a paper_the rule of Mai Chang
Kaur® <who succeeded ag the Maharani of the King.
dom of TLahore after the death of her husband Maharaja,
Kharalk Singh. The writer has made an attempt “‘to throw
furthey light on the. circumstances which brought forwarq 5
lady to claim the throne of Lahore for herself, as againgt
prince Sher Singh, a reputed son of Maharaja Ranjit Singp
the consequent rivalry between Raja Dhyan Singh, the famous'
dogra Chief Minister of Lahore, and the Sindhanwalia brotherg
.Attar Singh, Lehna Singh and Ahit Singh; the part playeq
in-the above drama by Raja Gulab Singh, the dogra Governgy
of Jammu and the elder brother of Raja Dhyan Singh, gapq
lastly the weakening of the civil authority and the increasing

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1950.
Ibid, 1954.

Ibid, 1965.
TIbid, 1956.
Ibid, 1955.
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. ,mtfelfelence of the m’htMY_in the affairs of the civil admini-
stration. In other words it was during this period that
"the seeds of the future giginte ration of the I%ingdo af
Lahore were sown which coylq n%t sluorliive for more I;htmm t:n
years after the death of itg founder in 1839". From a study
of some records of the National Archives of Indis, he al
contributed a paper! on gy Singh and the First Wa: o
succession for the Lahore Throne, 1841. Further, Shri M Ef
Ahluwalia has  writtén 4 tl,lesis 'on Forei(;n Policq. y
the Silh, Darbar, 1800-1849, and Shei Barket Ram Ghopes
( Punjab) is also Dreparing a  thesis on Kingdom pof
the Pungab, 1839-1845. S}y Suraj Narain Rao ( Punjab ) h
prepared a thesis on Cis-Sutle; States. 1800-1839 Referenas
may be made to works on e Sikh Army b.y Sri S_:e
Ram Kohli, Punjab News-Lettors, 1844 by Dr. Harf Rla
Gupte and _to some works of Dr. Ganda Singh, viz a(n:;
4 Short Hislory of the Sikhs 1469-1765, Vol. I ( Orient
Longmans Ltd., Bombay, 1950). (2) Patiala and East
Punjab  States  Union, Historical Background ( Directorgt
of Archives, Patiala, 1951), (3) A Bibliography of th:
Patiala and BEast Punjab States Union, (4) -Ahmad Shaj
Durrani—His Life and Work. Shri Chandan Gupta (Punjab)b
Shri G. A. Chabra ( Punjal ), Shri Fauja Singh '(Delhi)'
Shri Gurubaksh Singh ( Punjab ), Shri Gurucharan Singﬁ
{ Punjab ), Shri Jati Ram Gopta ( Punjab ), Shri Karam
Singh ( Punjab ), Shri Krishna Narain Malik ( Delp; )

"Shri Mahesh Chandra (Punjab), Shri Nirmal Kanta (Punjalj)'
Capt. ©. L. Vasudeva (Punjab), Shri Ram Sahai Magthyy
{old Pepsu Archives)and Shri Jogendra Singh (Punjah)
respectively  dovoted themselves to studies regarding Pos;;q,
of Women wnder the Sikh Rule, Social and Economic Histo,.y
of the Punjab, 1849-1901, Military and Political Acti’oities
of- Ranjit Singh, History of the Sikhs, 1849-1947, Admin;.
stration of the DPunjab, 1849-1947, Social and - Economg,,
History of the Punjab under the Sikhs 1800-1849, Circumg.
tances leading to the First Sikh War, Public Administratio
en the Punjab, 1848-1919, Social and Economic conditiong in

the Punjab in the 19th century, Sikh-Afgh-n Relations Uunde

Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 1800-1839, Part played by 4y

Pungjabis in British Indian Army, 1849-1947, . Raja Gy

Singh of Jznd, History Of the Siks, 1845-1849. Mention at

also be made of works like Decline of the Sikh Empire, 1839

45 by Shri B. R. Chopra, Military System of the Sikhs Qurim .

the first half of the nineteenth century by Shri Fajug i o

{Ph. D thesis of the Delhi University), Social legislation sy o

P/ . bb . N bl Cl 5 . s, n the
unjab by Shri Iqbal Nath Chaudhuri (Punjab), Ad’mms“‘ation'

R
1. Ibid, 1956.
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of the Punjab under the ILahore Darbar, 1800-1849, by
Shri Nand Kishore Seth (Punjab), Freedom Movement in
the Punjab 1801-1901, by Shri Kripal Singh (S. H. R. D.
Khalsa College, Amritsar ). An article on ‘The Tragedy of
Maharaja Duleep Singh’ by Shri Balwant Singh appeared in
the Indian Review of March, 1957. Two interesting papers on
Some Facts behind the Second Anglo Sikh TWar have been
contributed by Shri M. L. Ahluwalia’ on the authority of
some unpublished records.

Along with the history of the Punjab one must try to under-
stand the history of Sind during the later years of the eighteonth
century, its relations with the Afghans and the Sikhs and its
‘conquest by the British. In his book on British Policy
Towards Sind up to the Annexzation (published in 1941), Shri
P. N. Khera (then Lecturer, D. A. V. College, Solhapur) tried
to trace the relations of the British Indian Government with
Sind from the esrliest connections in the seventeenth century
to the annexation in the middle of the nineteenth. In the
Foreuzizrd to this book, Dr. Sir Sha’afat Ahmad Khan observed
that ““Mr. Khera's treatment of a highly controversial subject
18 esgentially judiclous and temperate and his analysis of the
treatl_es contracted by the British Gcvernment with the Amirs
of 8ind is marked by a spirit of powerful moderation and
8ane criticism’’. Some years back Mr. Gope R. Gur-Bux
(Hyderabad—Sind) began to study the history of Sind. In
1939 he wrote a paper on Some historical records relating to
Sind? and drew our attention to the value of some Persian and

rabic manuseripts for studying the history of Sind. In the
same year Mr. K. A. Chishtie (then of Anglo-Arabic College
Delhi,) examined the motives and results of T,ord Ellen.
borough’s policy relating to Sind. In 19.41? Miss B. M. Batliwal:
ombay) contributed a paper discussing therein Contemporar
Press attack on Lord Ellenborough’s policy towards Sing. )

The mid-eighteenth century political revolutions mage th
English masters of Bengal and Bihar.. But the defggze“;
Oudh, situated on the north-west frontl_er of Bihar, becam
from 1764-65 a vital matter for the English East India Qo
pany, who dreaded till the close of the eighteenth century ,
Afghan dash owards the east. The Afghan bid for supremsg,
from the middle of the eighteenth century, on the dlsmembm
ment of the Mughal empire, was then a Dotent factor ;
the history of this country. So a clash . between
Afghans and the English, who also were seeking to huild
their own dominion at the cost of the moribungd Mugh;

1. Proceedings, Indinn Historical Records Commission, 1960.1961,

2. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1939.
8. Ibid, 1941.
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empire, lay almost in the logic of history, as was the ocase
with the Afghan-Maratha collision of 1761. It was favourable
for the English that owing to troubles at home after the
battle of Panipat in 1761, Abmad Shah Abdali could not push
further east. After the death of Ahmad Shah Abdali in June,
1773, his second son Timur Shah seized the throne. He
was too weak and indolent to pursue the vigorous policies of
his father. But Timur's son and successor Zaman Shah, who
was an able ruler, cherished the ambition of invading India
like Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah Abdali. Though some
writers, old and new, have expressed the view that an invasion
of India by Zaman Shah at the close of the eighteenth
century and the beginning of the nineteenth century had not
much chance of success in view of the changed political
circum3stances, the Company's government in Calecutta could
not then consider ‘‘the idea of an invasion from Cabul (Kabul)
as a moare visionary danger’’. As I have already pointed out,
some discontented rulers and chiefs sought Zaman Shah's
alliance, and ‘‘from northern Oudh and from southern Mysore
had gone forth invitations to the Afghan monarch’”.l It is
true that the prospect of Zaman Shah’s invasion of India
“kept the British Indian Ewmpire in a ohronic state of unrest
during the administration of Sir John Shore and Lord
Wellesley'’.? Dundas, President of the Board of Control, who
was confirmed in the ‘‘belief of his ( Zaman Shah’s ) hostile
designs’’, wrote to Lord Wellesley to keep a very watchful
eye upon the motions of that prince, whose talents, military
force, and p3cuniary resources, afford to him the means of
being & formidable opponent’’.® To counteract the apprehended
invasion of Zaman Shah, Wellesley not only maintained a
British force in Oudh under Sir J..C}'aig for the defence of
that kingdom, but also sent two missions in 1799 to Persia,
whose relations with Afghanistan were then strained. The
pressure of Persian military operation against Afghanistan
forced Zaman Shah to retire from Lahore to Peshawar to
the great relief of the English Compsny’s Government.
Revolts at home, due chiefly to the quarrels between the
Sadozais (members of the royal family) and the Barakzais under
Payendesh Khan and his oldest son, Fateh Khan, caused the
overthrow of Zaman Shah, who being blinded fled to Bukhara,
then to Herat and ultimately to India. Here at Ludhiana the
once “‘dreaded Afghan monarch whose threatened invasion of
Hindustan had for mny years been a ghastly phantom
haunting the council-chamber of the British Indian Govern-

%. }Ibqge. History of the War in Afghanistan, Vol. T, pp. 2.8.
. 1a.

8. Owen, Wellesley Daspatches, p. 688.
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ment’”’ survived his blindness {or many years under
conditions hearin

misfortunes.

pathet}c
8 with deep mortiflication his successor’s

Zaman Shah’s removal threw the kingdom of Afghanistan
into a welter of disorder and confusion, aggravated by strifes
of the rival claimants for the throne. Mahmud Shah (brother
of Zaman Shah, ruler from 1800-1803), Shah Shuja, a grandson
of Ahmad Shah urrani, and Dost Muhammad, an able
member of the Barakzai clan. The course of European politics
from the early years of the nineteonth century began also to
oxercisc a decided influence in reshuffling the political
relations among the powerg in Asia. In place of the Tronch
meaace for the Britigh which was disappearing. appeared Russian
mmenace for them, due to the eastern ambition of Russia and her
designs in Asia, especially since the treaty of Gulistan, con-
cludefl between Russig and Persia in 1818, and the anti-
Russian policy of the British Government. Though it would
not °en 8N easy task for Russia to fulfil lor Asiatic
designs from distant Moscow and to advance into Indig by
ovorcoming the various geographical barriers, vet the Russian
;rlxlc;;re%jznsi;z_ﬂ rea; iti uspicions and alarm. In fuct,
Afghan W Dbho UG wag largely responsible for t}1e Anglo-

0 Wars, whicl Seriously affected India in various ways.

In 1934 Dy, N.

istor Sinha  ( now Ashutosh Professor of
?[‘cjf;cl v Ct:iloutta University ) \(vrote a paper on The Durrgy;
ai ¢ an . the ritish North-West IFrontier Problem. Ho
eussed In it the rey) nature of this problem and the policy
of the Bl‘ltlSh'IDdi&D Government in relation to it til the
G o the oighteenth century.! In 1939 Dr. Hari Rap
Silil)’\al studied aboyt 75 lotters of Mohan Lal ( Assistant of
o t:h.exan‘Qer Bu}-nes ) written from Kabul in_the vear 1849,
descri])sl;iw“ter POInts out, thege lettors furnish a2 “'minytq
togethleroflv'ﬁf the day to day affairs of the Capltal‘( Kabu] ),
tical partie;"]‘-"a luciq EXposition of the state of various polj-
on Afghanist., The samg writer contributed in 1949 g paper
Jata Shankay ""n et Zamay Shah's accession.’ Recontly,t D,
brought to our - of K. p. Jayswal Rosearch Institute, Patna,
to the First Amll]"tl% an Unpublished Correspondence relating
Divisional Com[‘zjﬁou?fgha,n War, found in the rocords of the
tle period of thesxonors Roecord Room at Pu,_t'na. It covers
April 26, 1839—q ~PCl0-Afghan War from April, 13. 1839,
} T 'd’vith all Der!o(l when the British Army was pushing
orward v Dossih) o speed towards Qandahar where it

1. 1Indian I.-Iistorica} Q‘“’-rterly 198

g %i%?e;gig.gs’ Tndian 1:lis'mricul R:iécords Commission, 1959,

4, 1Ibid, 1 55,
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-actually reached on the 25th April. The correspondence gives
the dates and the time of the British Army's march, and the
places of its halt, besides describing the preparation and -
advance of the opposing forces of the Barakzai Sardars,
difficulties which the British Army had to encounter, defection
in the Sardar’s camp, their retreat and finally the reception
-of Shah Shuja at Qandahar by the inhabitants of the place.
Qandahar was occupied by the British Army in April and
Ghazni was stormed on the 28rd July, 1839. A first hand
account of the fall of Ghazni is contained in a letter of Lit.
Col. R. Macdonald, dated Ghazni, 23rd July 1839. to Colonel
Egorton.! Macdonald noted in this letter that the fall of
Ghazni “will be most acceptable news throughout all India,
that is, to all those well disposed to the British Rule : it
will have a great offect on Burmsh and Nepaul, and I may
add Persia, both showing the strongest symptoms, of a desire
to break with wus’’. He observed in another letter, dated
Kabul, 14th October. 1839 : ‘‘the moral effect of what we
have done in Afghanistan is not confined to that .country
but extended to the many discontented spirits in India and
to the neighbouring states, who were eagerly looking forward
to our arms meeting with disaster in this country, which
would have Dbeen the signal for them to have raised
their rebellious forces and to have struck a blow at our
power”.

It is well known how Dr. Brydon, wounded and utterly
-exhausted, reached Jalalabad on the 13th January, 1842, to
narrate the painful story of the tragic rotreat of the British
troops. There is also s reference in Macdonald s letter, dated
17th June, 1842, to an account in the Jowrnal of the Sergeant
of the 37th Native Infantry, who was an eyewitness of the
-events that happened from the date of the departure of
General Elphinstone’s force from gabul till its final destruc-
tion, and his escape to Jalalabad. "It is a far better account
than Brydon’s, who seems scarcely yet to have recovered his
reason, whieclh in his fright he certainly lost for the time
being”.?

In 1942 Dr. A. C. Banerjee of Calcutta contributed an
article on Neutralisation of Afghanisthan, 1869, on the basis
of some unpublished records of the Imperial Records Depart-
ment (now National Archives of India). During the last few
vears, Dr. Dilip Kumar Ghose of Calcutta wrote some original
papers on British policy towards Afghanistan from 1880, by
carefully utilizing various contemporary sources.® The World

1. Journal of Indian History, August, 1988.
2. Ibid.
8. Some issues of The Oalcutta Review.
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Press of Calcutta published in 1960 his succesful D. Phil.
thesis on England an Afganistan : A Phase in their R(:la.tzm:s.
It is a oritical work of considerable merit, 1n which the
author has carefully analysed England’s policy in Afghaplﬁb{m
as it slowly developed after the conquest of the Punja II}_
1849 till the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Agreemenft 1(1)

1887. Dr. R. S. Rastogi was awarded Ph. D. Degroelo the
Lucknow University for his thesis on Indo-Afghan Relations
1880-1900. Shri V. S. Suri, Keeper of Records, Government.
of the Punjab, has carefully studied some original document?
rela'ing to the Kabul War (February 1837 to Septembe_r 1840).

In 1959 Dr. Dilip Kumar Glose contributed an original paper
based on archival records, analysing therein the measures.
recommended by the Defence Committee for the defence
of India's North-West Frontier in 1837.2 Shri Ganga Prasad

Tripathi ( Delhi University ) has prepared a thesis on Indo-
Afghan Relations (1882-1907). .

The North-West Fronteir of India, represented hy the-
mountainous tracts lying between Afghanistan and the Punjab,
has ever presented ‘‘both an international and a local problem of
enormous complexity and difficulty’’ After the annexation of
Sind and the Punjab, the British Indian Government had to-
be on their guard against the frontier troubles, and in 1901
Lord Curzon created the North-West Frontier Provinee. Lord:
Curzon’s system collapsed under the strain of World Way I,
and the Government of India had to think of various other
-measures t0 keep the N. W. Frontier under their contro].
The Punjab University awarded Ph. D. Degree to Shyj
K. R. Prabhakar on the merit of his thesis on the North-Tres,
Frontier Policy of the Government of Indzq. One work aboug
the North-West Frontier js Indo-British Policy towards.

the North-West TFrontier Tribes, 1864-1905 by Shri Dayg
Prakash Rastogi (Agra).

India’s relations with the countries on her northery.
frontier, that is, with

Nepal and Tibet, deserve very carafyl
study. As the English Bast India Company .was gradually
establishing itg authority over Bengal and Bihar during the
post-Plassey period, the Gurkhas 1086 50 power in the.

territory skirbing the northern frontier of Hindusthan, ang
{inally subjugated the Nepal valley under the leadership of
Prithvi Narayan. A colligion between the Gurkhas and the.
new rulers of Bengal wag thys inevitable, partioularly because
the former ocecasion

ally reached the northern frontier of
Bihar and the latter j3lg0 tanted to push upward. The.

1. Proceedings, Indian Histoyica] Records Commission, 160,
2. Proceedings, Indian Hisiory Congress, 1959.
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relations between the rulers of Nepal and the rulers of
Bengal and Bihar (first the Nawabs and then the English)
have not yet been studied with adequate references to the
original materials from various unpublished contemporary
records. There are brief accounts of these in the Siyar-ul-
Matvkherin by Ghulam Husain, the Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh by
Kalyan Singh, Markham's edition of Bogle's narrative, Account
of the Kingdom ot Nepal by Kirpatrick (published in 1871),
Wright's History of Nepal, Prinsep’s History of political and
Military transactions in India during the administration of
Marquis of Hastings (published in 1825),' Edward Thornton’s
History of the British Empire in India (published in 1546.)%
and Cornwallis Correspondence by Ross. Some modern writers.
have written about Anglo-Nepalese relations mainly on the
authority of Prinsep’s narrative.

Of late, some Indian scholars have tried to study Indo-
Napalese relations from the mideighteenth century on the
basis of original documents. In 1980-832 DProf. S. C. Sarker
of Caloutta University contributed highly interesting articles
on the oearly relations between Napal and the English.
He drew our attention to the object and nature of the-
mission of Surgeon James Logan to Nepal and the text of the
Logan Momorandum was published by him in 1932.% In his.
book on Verelst's Rule in India ( published in 1939), Dr.
Nandalal Chatterjee included a chapter on The First English
Expedition to Nepal under Captain Kinlock in 1767. Referring
to the Logan mission he remarked : “All efforts to remove
misunderstanding caused by the last expedition, and come to
an agreement with Prithvi Narayan on the question of trade-
proved abortive, and Mr. Logan's mission undertaken with
every hope of success produced no tangible results’.
The same year Prof. S. C. Sarker wrote a fuller account*
of the affairs on the Nepal Frontier in the second half of the-
eighteenth century, In concluding it he observed : “‘............
the last quarter of the eighteenth century did not, unlike the.
third, mark any very great activity on the Nepal frontier,
But still it was not entirely eventless. The Gurkhasg appar-
ently invaded Tibet and attacked Sikkim in 1788. Tribute
was exacted by them from Tibet,......... It was on this.
occasion that the Dalai Llama sent an embassy to Bengal------
Cornwallis apparently administered a_rebuff to the Tibetan

1. Vol I, pp. 54-80.

, 2. Vol IV, 6pt?i 2%1-60. Cha.in%gran District Gazetteer by L. S. S
0’ Malley, pp. 26-81; C. H.I. Vol. V., pp. 677-879 ; Meht astings
and the Indian Statesi p. 8. Hist - 2, Lord Hastings

8. Proceedings, Indian Historica ecords Commissi 9 a
Bengal : Past and Present, 1983. mmission, 1980 en
4. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1989,
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.embassy which was followed by a breakdown in the northern
intercourse. In 1790, the Gurkhas again penetrated Tibet and
sacked many places. This provoked, however, & Chinese
counter-intervention against the Gurkha invaders. Duncan,
the Resident of Benares, had concluded a commercial treaty
with Nepal in 1792. Probably on the strength of this, Nepal
in her turn appealed for English help against China. Corn-
wallis turned down this application also as he had done tho
previous 'Ijlbetan' overture. Kirpatrick was “sent, of course,
.on & mission of mediation, in 1792-93, but evidently becamo
too late to produce much impression. The Chinese closed.
the passes leading from Nepal to.Tihet and blocked tho
Gurkha progress to the north. The British had already
. blocked their southern expansion and Nepal, therefore, began
to settle down within these limits’. About three years
later, S_hrl K P. Mitra ( them Principal of the Monghyr
College in Bihar) contributed a paper on Nepalese Relations
an the last decade of the eighteenth contury.’ Dr. G. N. Sale-
tore l‘e&d.& paper in the meeting of the 82nd session of the
Indian Historical Resords Commission on Indian Trade Dele-
gation to Kathmandy in 1795. During the closing years of the
Aelg'hteenth, century the English Eest India Company ascer-
tained through the Brigigh Residents the possibilities of

extending its commerce in certain parts of India and tho
:I[J;lﬁ;n O;ng Countries, In 1795, however, they deputed one

med Maulayi Abdul Qadir Khan to Nepal to collec
necei“f’“ry Information, Abd%l Qadir was inétructed "tg
DG%O late (\;vlth the Rajah of Nepal as private merchant and
Ie‘lllczout;&E’M overnment agent”’. The Maulavi left Benares
collocted asi’rlnf 1795: and returned in December next, having
elating t Ormation on trade and certain other affairs
' In th: Nepal, Tibet and China.
records utwf;l'tlgag I discovered some unpublished English
Nepalese Rcla,t% 08 which enabled me to _write® on Anglo-
‘'These refer tonns n the beginning of the naneteenth century.?
meet the Comy the arrival of some deputies from Nepal to
conclusion of 4 Pany's officers at Patna in 1802, after the
Government &nd"oﬂlmercial treaty between Lord Wellesley's
depubies soon . the kingdom of Nepel in 1800. But the
tangible effeqt, 1‘31'5111‘ned and their visit '-dld not produce any
Government \yog o alliance of the IEnglish with, the Nepal
Rosidont, wag Soon dissolved, and Captain Knog, the British
ontiers and ooilled from Kathmandu.  The undefined
B0y the outhye.vel claims of the Gurkhas and the English
ma eak of a gerious conflict between the two only

roceedin .
Yy ;];ourna.l O%SEIPJdlgn Historica] Records Commission, 1949,
<. € Bihar and Orissa Research Society, 1989,
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a question of time. It ¢came, as is well known, in the time-
of Lord Hastings.

Some works on Nepal in the modern period have been
written during the last few years and a few are under.
preparation. Dr. D. R. Regmi's valuable work on Nepal
has been recently published by Firma K. L. ~Mukhopadhyay.
of Caleutta. A  volume on  Anglo-Nepalese  Relations
( from the ealiest times of the British rule in India
till the Gurkha War) which secured for its writer Dr. K, C.
Chaudhuri of Scottish Church College, Calcutta, the D. Phj
Degreo of the Calcutta University, camo out in 1960. Shyi
Ramakant of Allahabad University recently obtained Ph. D.
Degree of this University on the merit of his thesig on
Anglo-Nepalese Relations from the Treaty of Sugauli 18§16 to
1877. Shri Satish Kumar Agarwal of the School of Intey.
national Affairs, New Delhi, has prepared a thesis on Political
System of Nepal under the Ranas, 1846-1901, for whigh he
has been awarded Ph. D. Degree of the Delhi University, The.
" thesis consists of eight chapters besides Introduction and
Chapters one and two present an aoccouut of the-
Political History of Nepal till the year 1846, which marked
the beginning of the Rana rule, as a sort of background to-
"the main topic relating to the c'onstltutlona.l and  adminjgtyg-
tive aspects of tho post-1846 period. The _writer has mentioned
the factors which helped the growth in _Nepa[ of what he
describes as ‘‘a’ more or less feuda.l. pOllﬁy.. sustained by
foudal economy’. Chapter three contains a discussion about
the position of the king in the pre-Rana period and under the
Ranas. We read how the king was relegated into the back-
ground during the Rana period so much so that the ‘monarch

uld no longer command the Prime Minister, on the contrary
he was commanded by the Prime Minister”. In fyof, the
king conferred Maharajaship and sovereignty on Jang Bahadyy
and alienated his real powers under duress retaining only
some formal functions. Chapter four deals with the Dosition
of the Maharaja Prime Minister who developed an untempereg
autooracy with ‘‘absolute powers oover the entire field of
nationsal aotivity overriding the king and all officers of the. -
State’’. Chapter five is an account of the Rana administratioh
beginning with a short note on the pre-Rana system Some
foatures of which could be traced in the Mughal adminjstyg.
tive system. In the opinion of the wrlte‘r the “Rana
administration, as distinguished from the earlier ones, wag
characterised by the existence of a powerful oligarghy hodgey
in between the King at the top and the lesser ojyi] and
military officers at the bottom . Some prerogatives of the
Rana were based on a special din made by Jang Bahaduyr.
The sixth chapter describes law and justice with particular-

Preface.
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reference to the major contribution of the Ranas to t'he
development of Nepalese law with regard to its codification
as a written Ain and its reform (codification by Jang
Bahadur, revision by Bir Shamser) and characteris,bic features
-of Nepalese law. Merits and peculiarities of Jang's Ain have
been elucidated. Whatever existed as the machinery for the
-administration of justice in the pre-Rana and . Rana periods
has been noted by the writer with a chart. In the seventh
chapter we get an account of the economic und social
conditions of Nepal. The economic condition, in which a few
flourished at the cost of the many, was not at all conducive
to the development of agriculture and industry. Though
there Wwas lmprovement in trade, it ‘‘served the interests of
the rulers”. The Ranag oxploited the traditional land system
-of Birta. The writer holds that the ‘‘agriculture was static,
the 1t_1dust;rml growth was negligible, the improvement in trade
benefited only the ruling class, and the pattern of taxution
was favourable to the rich and burdepsome to the poor’’.
?o?lety also was static. There were no adequate facilities
191 education of the common people and progressive and liberal
Iterature could not flourish. The people ‘“‘lived in a ‘sociul
;:)m}neu In which the values of equality and dignity of human
elng were non-existent’’,
| Shri Kanchan Majumdar of Orissa, for some timo attached
© the School of International Affairs New Delhi, hag
written a thesis on the history of Nepal during the first-
alf of the ninetesnth century. Shri Tara Prasad Lal Dasg, .
Lect‘uror in History, B. N. College, Patna, is also writing g
thesis on Indo-Nepalese Relations from 1804 to 1859. Some
other works on Nepal under preparation in the School of
Internationa) Studies, Delhi, are History of Nepal by Shrj
‘L. S. Baral, Nepgp’s Relations with British India, 1816-1877
.%y Shri K. P. Panth, 4 Study of Political Development in
epal  since the overthrow of Rana Regime by Shri K. p,

Shar ’ ; . 15 ;
India, 1765-1575. * Delations with the British Government i

In 1958 I 107 .
Roughsodao ( (;Vlote a paper on Correspondence of Edward

1 “Ommanding  Ramnghar Battalion) Relating to
I\;Gpﬁww%fuﬁ- bDr. S. V. Suri, K%eper of Records, Government
oL s the G]'a ) contributed g paper on ‘British Campaign
-agamsl ; Urkhas the Simla Hill States’ after studying
a bundle o é)allaers Salvaged from the Commissioner’s Office,
Amb.ala ) aPnt T Q. Ahmag of the K. P. Jayswal Research
Institute, Patna, contributed o paper on ‘Early Anglo-Nepalese
Relations with Darticylq, reference to the principality of the

:2l ’ fg.cg:eedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1958,
. id.
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Raia of Mukwanpur on the basis of some records of the Con-
trolling Committee of Revenue, Patna (1771-73).} Dr. R. N.
Chowdhary (now at Kathmandu) has written a paper on
Anglo-Nepalese Relations, 1816-1858.° We have an interesting
paper on British activities in India during the Gorkha-Tibetan
War II (1854-56) by Shri Suniti Kumar Pathak of Visva
Bharati.?

Dr. Hira Lal Gupta of Saugar University has been engaged
in a study of British relations with the States on the Northern
Jrontier of India in the 19th century and Shri Birendra Chandra
Chakrabarty (Caloutta University) has prepared a thesis on
Dritish  Relations with the Hill Tribes on the North-Eastern
Frontier.

British relations with the Bhutanese in the eastern
Himalayas, began since 1772, when in helping the local chief
of Cooch Behar they expelled them from that principality.
Bhutan was a dependeney of Tibet, and after the conclusion
of a treaty of peace with Teshu Lama in 1774, Warren
Hastings sent George Bogle to Lasha for trying to open
.commercial relations. But nothing definite was achieved due
to the premature death of the Teshu Lama. Another com-
mercial migsion was sent in 1783 under Turner, but it proveq
a failure. The British acquisition of Assam in 1826 brough¢
them into closer contact with the Bhumnesg, \yho carried
on depradations into the Duars or doors leading into Assam.
Several unsuccessful negotiations, e. 8. Pemberton's missjoy
in 1888, followed ; but aflairs remained unsatisfactory. In 1951
Dr. H. K. Barpujari of Assam contributed a paper describing
ourly British relations with Bhutan (1825-1840)*. Dr. P, 1,
Mehra of Chandigarh wrote two parts of his paper on The Young-
husband Ezpedition, an Interpretation, in 1955 and 1961 respec-
tively. In 1958 he ocontributed a paper on Lord Curzon’s
Despatch of January 8, 1903 : its impa:t and his Tibetgy,
Policy®. In 1959 Prof. Suniti Kumar Pathak of Visva Bharat;
reviewed in a paper Indo-Tibetan Relationship  During the
British Rule in ‘India® and Prof. Miss. K. S. Rijhsinghgan;
studied India’s Relations with Tibet (1585-1905)." Dr. p, L
Mehra has also written a paper on The Lasha Convention a,mi
Younghusband's Defiance of Authority®.

Ibiq, .

fgoceedings, Indian History Congress, 1960.
id.

Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1951.

Ibid, 1958,

Ibid, 1959,

Ibid.

Ibid, 1961,
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A considerable gap in our knowledge regardmg.the north--
eastern frontier of India, and her relations with Burm:},.
has been filled up by the publication .oi Dr.: S. N. Seps
Prachin Bangala Patra Sankalan, a highly useful collection
of Bengali letters of the early nineteentl} century 1)1:eservo<‘i
under the custody of the National Archives 'of India. Dl}
A. C. Banerjee’s books on the Eastern Frontier. of British.
India (_first published in 1934), and Annezation _of .Burm:a
(first edition in 1944) are also highly useful publications in
this respect. Both the books are based almost entirely on
contemporary  original documents in English, ) Bengali,
Assamese and Burmese languages, and so they contain plepty
of authentic information greatly supplementing the narratives
of earlier writers like Sir Edward Gait, Sir Arther Phayre
and Mr. G. E. Harvey. The Eastern TUniversity Press,
Singapore, published in 1960, a valuable work on The Annecxa-
tion of Upper Burma by Shri D. P. Singhal. In the opinion of

this author the annexation of Upper Burma was not a sudden
action but it w

as deliberate and pre-planned. Shri Indrajit
Chawala (Punjab) is engaged in preparing & thesis on Indo-
Burmese Relations. Dr. R. M. Lahiri’'s book on Annexation
of Assam ig g valuable contribution, based on a critical study
of original sources, and it throws new light on some important
points. A connocted history of Manipur, written by™ Prof.
Jotirmoy Roy of D. M. Coliege, Imphal, was published by
Firma . I Mukhopadhyay in 1958. In 1959 Dr. H. L. Gupta

of Saugar drew our attention to 4n Unknown = actor in the
Annexation of Assam.

. For several yoars, some scholars of Assam have written
Important works regarding their country in the modern
veriod. These are

Dr. S. K. Bhuyan's History of Assam, Shri
K. N. Dutt’s artioles on Barly British relations with the ;i
Tribes of Assam,l Assam in 1835, Assam in 18385 lan  cye-
witness's account based on Captain Francis Jenkin's diary), and
DI:. H. K. arpujari’s articles on Documents relating to the
History of Education, in Assam in the days of tlga Company?, on
2;;1723{ S relating to the ammexation of Joyantia,® on The Tariff

ails in the North-Bast IFromtier in the BEarly Days of the
Gompany’e‘ the Khasi Insurrection of 1829 by Prof. K. N. Dut7
and the R

cal Cause and Character of the Insurrection of the
Khasis by Dy, H. K. Barpujari.® A comparative study of the
_—\ - . .
1. X . )
flﬁeig?i?s, Indlgn History Congress, 1958.
Pt ission, 1958
Il;.?;,ei%‘ﬁlllfs. Indian Historical Records Commission, 1993.
Journa] of India
Pr'oceedingsr In
Ibid.

PR TRW

n History, 1959.
dian History Congress, 1959.
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Socio-Religious customs of the Hill Tribes of Assam by Shri
Tajendra Chandra Das (Government of Assam in the Depart-
ment of Historical and Antiouarian Studies ) was undertaken
some time back. Bina Deka (Delhi) was engaged in writing on
History of Education in Assam in the British Period, and Shri
Sudhir Chandra Gupta ( National Archives of India ) was
studying the history of the North-East Frontier Tribes.



SECTION 1l

FOREIGN POLICY AND INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

Foreign policies of British India and then of natlonghs_t
India are subjects of absorbing interest and profound signi-
ficance for students of modern history. Growing DBritish
political supremacy in India during the seconfl half of the
eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury was exposed to the invasions by land and sea of the
French, then engaged in a deadly conflict with England in
Europe and elsewhere and also to those of the Afghans from
the North-West. To counteract these, Wellesley.strengt.ho-ned
the defence in the north-western border of theu‘_ GOmxplons
in Bihar by coercing Oudh, and gsecured the friendship of
Persia by sending a mission under Malcolm to the Court of
Teheran leading to the conclusion of the Anglo-l?ersmn com-
mercial and political treaty of 1808. Fall of Tipu, followed
by British annexation of the Carnatic Payen Ghat, and the
fall of Tanjore, gave the English Last India Company “the
full command of the Coromandal sea-board and so diminished
the danger of a hostile landing on that coast.”! TFurther, the
destruction of the military power of the Northern Maratha

States and the alliance of the English with the

Peshwa,
secured for

them the control over the western sea-board
from Goa to the Narmada and also over Gujrat and Bundel-
khand. After their occupation of Orissa 8s & result of the
Second Anglo-Maratha War, Bengal and Madras sea-hoards
were linked.

We must note that the wars of the ITuropean powers
outside India exercised a tremendous influence on the course
of Indian politics from the middle of the eighteenth century.
Voltaire significantly observed : ‘“The first cannon shot fired

in our lands was to set the match to all the hatteries
America and in Asia’’,

in
The War of Austrian Succossion, the
Seven Years’ War, the War of American Independence, and the
Napoleonic Warg had their echoes on the distant shores of
India and had a large share in reshaping her political distiny.
The battle of Wandiwash (1760) no doubt dealt a severe blow
to the French in India. But even after this, the Frenchmen

tried to pursue their political ambitions here. So the English

1. Owen, Wellesley Daspatches, Introduction, XXI.
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East India Company had to reckon with what they considered
to be a French menace to them.

The fall of Napoleon eliminated this menace for the
English, but Russia now stepped into the place of France.
The eastern ambitions of Russia and her designs in Asia,
particularly since the conclusion of the Treaty of Gulistan
between Russia and Persia in 1813, deeply influenced the
course of the foreign policy of the British Government
in India at least till the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian con-
vention of 1907. Some years back Shri S. R. Tyagi (Agra)
obtained Ph. D. Degree by submitting a thesis on Influence of
European Politics on India 1838-1914, which he prepared in
consultation with me.

It is significant that Indian scholars have now turned
greater attention than before to the study of this important
aspect of the history of modern India in the background of
world history. In 1939 Prof. S. N. Banerji ( then in
Maharaja's College, Patiala) wrote a paper on the Beginning
of an Asiatic policy of the Company’'s Government in India in
1798-1800.7 In 1945 I wrote a paper on The French Menace
and Warren Hastings, 1778-1779, in which I pointed out how
in view of the apprehended recrudescence of war between
England and France, Warren Hastings suggested a plan in a
minute, dated 26th January 1778, 'to avert the threatened
danger’’ of a Franco-Maratha alliance. After the news of the
actual outbreak of wa  between England and France had
reached India on the Tth July, 1778, Hastings felt that ‘it
was no longer @& time to temporise, but to take speedy and
decided measures . Mr. Elliot, a civilian, was deputed to
Nagpur on the 18th July, 1778, to fix up the intended
alliance with the Raja of Berar. But he died on the way on
the 12th September, 1778. Colonel Goddard was then
directed by the OCaloutta Government to take charge of this
affair. Bub this policy of the Governor-General, ‘‘projected”’,
in his own opinion, ‘‘for the aggrandisement of the British
name and dominion’’ did not materialise for various reasons.
His plan was superseded by a plan from Bombay. Dr. 8. P. Sen
(Caleutta University), who has brought to light during the
last few yoears many important French documents, wrote g
paper in 19582 giving therein a connected aceount of the diplo-
matic intrigues of Chivalier, Governor of Chandernagore (1767-
1778), baged on his own letters to the Minister of Marine
and Colonies preserved in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris.
““Chivalior was a colourful personality. He kept himself in
constant touch with the Princes of North India and with the

1. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1989.

2. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1958.
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French military adventures scattered all over the subcontinent,
intrigued at every Darbar and never doubted for a moment
that it was possible for France even at that hour to drive
the English out of Bengal with the help of some of the Indian
princes.” But for certain reasons his plans could not be
successfully executed. Shri Krishna Saxena of the National
Archives of India has shown how taking advantage of the
unexpected arrival in Caloutta of two  Chochin-Chinese
Mandarins of high rank in February 1778, Warren Hastings
sent a mission to Cochin-China for forming an alliance with
the ruling power there to prevent spread of French influence
in that area and to have a base for the East India Company's
trade with China. Nothing tangible came out of this mission
a8 that ocountry was in the grip of a civil war. Chapman
made certain recommendations for the future which were not
found acceptable for various reasons, ‘‘Chapman’s mission”’,
notes the writer, “‘was one of a series of experiments carried
out by the Company to secure a line of independent
bases (to link England, India and China), to guard the geq
Passage across the Bay of Bengal and through the straits of
Malacea, which operation concluded successfully with the
occupation of Penang in 1786 and Singapore in 1819’1,
The same writer has drawn our attention to the memorandg,
of some governors and statesmen as also sea-Captaing and
traders, during the last quarter of the eighteenth century gnq
the first decade of the nineteenth century, pointing oyt the
advantages which the Indo-Britjsh commorce could derive b

establishing relations with Cochin-China®, He‘ has quoteq in g
paper one such important memorandum by Sir Robert Town.
send Farquhar, Lieutenant-Governor of Penang. In a Paper,
entitled Captain Forrest in Rhio, Dr. S. N. Das Gupts o

Lucknow University noted how in 1784 Warren Hastingg, ;

order to carry into effect his unfulfilled plan of selecting a
settlement on the east coast of the Bay of Bengal to wately
the doors of the Archipelago, deputed Captain ’I.‘hon.nas Forregt
an English Officer, holding the rank of Captain in thg East
India Company’s Navy to enter into treaty terms with any of
the Malaya princes. Captain Thomas Forrest went to Rhio,
the King of which place had already 'seglt overtures of amity
to the Bengal Governor. But his mission to Rhio “ended in
a fiasco. The Dutch had forestalled tho Inglish move by a
few months”3, In 1960 the Vishveshvaranand Vedic Research
Institution Hoshiarpur, published a Volume on The Foreign
Policy of Warren Hastings. Shri Shilendra Kumay

1 3 Singh
(Agra) pointed out in 1953 in his paper on Minto ang Goa
1. Ibid.
2, 1Ibid, 1954.

8. Proceedings. Indian History Congress, 1968.
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how the English Company’'s Government in India sought to
control Goa under Portuguese Government. Wellesley had
arranged for a British detachment to protect Goa and also
appointed a British Envoy there. In the time of Minto,
Captain Courtland Schuyler was the British Envoy at Goa.
Napoleon’s policy in relation to Portugal from 1807 had
repercussions on India. The Company's Government here
considered whether to occupy Goa or leave it as before.
Minto ‘‘adopted a middle course taking the entire defences
of Goa into British hands but leaving the local administration’,?
The same writer has studied Minto's policy in relation to
Turkish Arabia '(Baghdad-Bussora area).® In a thesis entitled
Napolecon ET L’'Orient, (Napoleon and the East), published in
1957, which secured for its writer General Aryana a Doctorate
Degree of the Paris TUniversity, one gets an account of
Napoleon’s plans regarding the Bast, which included a march
into India by using Iran as a stepping stone. He has also
discussed the causes of the failure of Napoleon’s Eastern dream.
In 1943 Shri Dharampal (then in D. A. V. College, Lahore)
studied British Relations with the Arab tribes near Aden, 1864-
18683 and pointed out that Sir John Lawrence was not an
advooate of aggressive foreign policy though the British
Resident at Aden and Sir Bartle Frere, the Governor of
Bombay, were anxious to follow an aggressive policy towards
the Arab tribes. The Government of India thus laid down
their policy for the guidance of the Resident and the Bombay
Government : ‘‘under any ocircumstances, the principle of
refraining from interference with the neighbouring tribes and
abstaining from concern with their inter_nal qparrels, must be
vigorously maintained. The course of action hitherto observed
of maintaining our relations beyond the walls of Aden, but
not by direct operations on our park, but by operating
through friendly chief, must still be considered & paramount
obligation. Our concern is purely with the security of the
fortress and its immediate approaches ; and no system which
would go beyond this object can receive the countenance and
support of the Government of India.” In his work, entitled
Side-Lights on Auckland's Foreign Policy, published in 1958,
Shri K. Sajun Tal of Osmania University has reproduced
some Newsletters relating to the Afghan Policy of ILord
Auckland.

In 1942 Shri Ganpat Rai (bhqn Professor of History,
Hindu College, Delhi ) examined in a paper Lord Mayo's

1. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1958.
9. 1Ibid, 1954,
3.

Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1948,
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diplomacy.! Tho basis of Lord Mayo's foreign policy was
suggested by him in a private letter tq a friend v{rltten by
him shortly after the Ambala Darbar in th.e following words :
“Surround India with strong, friendly and mdqpendent states,
who will have more interest in koeping"well with us tl.lan \\'it.h
any other power, and we are safe. After quoting this
general remark, the writer oxamined Lord Mayo's dll)lorqacy
and foreign policy with reference to Anglo-Bhutanese relations
from 1869 to 1870 mainly on the basis of some record§ of
the TImperial Record Department (subsequently National
Axrchives of India). During the last fow years some other
scholars have contributed papers on this aspect of modern
Indian History. These are,—India and the Persian Gulf
during East India Company's Period by B. M. Lalwani
(Bombay University), Diplomatic History of Modern India by
Shri N. M. Shewalay ( Bombay University), Foreign Policy of
Lord Curzon by N. C. Datta (Calcutta University), Influence
of Russian Diplomacy in Central Asia on India’s Foreign
Belations 1856-1907, by Shri B. D. Burman (Delhi University),

Im?ia,'s Policy towards South Africa, 1860-1919, by Shri B.'S.
Krishnamurthy (Delhi

University), dnglo-Iranian Relations,
1919-1939, by Shri Hari Singh (Delhi University), India and
the Persian Gulf by Shri Ravinder Kumar (Punjab University),
and Bmt‘zsh Relations with Tipet from Warren Hastings to
Lord Minto II by Shri S. C. Bajpai (Saugar University)

. To the Indian Council of World Affairs we owe the preparg-
tion of a book of the itle India in World Affairs, dyugyst
1947-January 1950, by one of its Research Associates, Shyp;
K. P, Karunakaran (first published by the Oxford University
Press in 1952). By tracing in its earlier chapters the political
and ideological baclkgroung of the main lines of India’s foroign
policy, the author hag described India's relations g},
Pakistan and other countries of Asia in the light of her
a'wakfanmg 10 recent times, The subject of racial discriming-
tion in South Africa from 1891 has been critically discugseq
by him. He has algo studied 1ndia's role in the Unijteq
Nations with particulay roference tu the freedom of the
dependeni:,. nations and political matters in the United Nations,
and security problemg iy a divided world. After deseribing
Ehe l?rgan}zap1onal Questions velating to the United Nations,
® has reviewed in ¢}, concluding chapters the external
economic rﬁlatlons and economic. reconstruction of Asia and
the Far Fast. Prof, Karunakar Gupta of City College,
Calcutta, has also bl‘pught out recently through the World Press
Ltd, Qalcutta, 80 Interesting volume presenting therein an
analytical study of Ingjyp Foreign Policy, 1946-54. The

1, Proceedings, Indian Historica] Records Commission, 194,
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introduction of this book contains a critical analysis of the
ideological, geographical, economic, strategic and administrative
factors that have moulded India’s foreign policy. We get in
this volume discussions about Indian policy vis-a-vis the
Commonwealth and the West, Indian policy vis-a-vis
Colonialism and Racialism and India’s role as a peace-maker.

Some years back, a boolk, entitled Foundations of India’s
Forcign Policy, Vol. I, 1869-1882, by Dr. Bisheswar Prasad,
was published by Orient Longmans Ltd. This valuable work
was propared under the auspices of the Indian Council of
World Affairs, New Delhi, which has planned to bring out a
comprehensive history of India’s Foreign Policy from the
nineteenth century till the attainment of Independence in 1947.
This volume is the first of the contemplated work. The other
volumes, expected to be shortly written, will cover highly
interesting periods of the successive phases in India’s struggle
for froedom. In fact, the basis of new India’s foreign policy
is to' he sought in the attitude and policy of the nationalist
organisations, particularly the Indian National Congress from
1885. A valuable work dealing with the Origins of India’s
Foreign Policy during the period from 1885 in 1947, written
by Dr. Bimala Prasad of Patna University, was published in
1960. The learned author observes in the Introduction :
“Tt remains to add that the purpose of this study is mneither
to praise India’s Foreign Policy, nor to criticise it, but
simply to point out its origing so that it may be better
understood. The Congress reacted to world affairs mostly as
they arose through its resolutions and the spesches, state-
ments and writings of its leaders. These have been analysed
and suitably arranged and pattern discernible in them brought
out”’. We may refer to some recent a}'tlcles, viz—Curzon and
Anglo-Russian’ Negotiations about Persia (1895-1901) by Shri
Ravinder Kumar!, British Policy of Non-Intervention in Sino-
Nepalese Affairs by Shri P. C. Roy_ and Mortimer Durand’s
Memorandum on the Internal Relation of the Government of
India by Sri B.N. Tandon (Lucknow).

The Indian National Congress has continued to maintain
an international outlook from its early days. With its con-
vietion in the principle that freedom h.ke peace is indivisible,
the Indian National Congress proclaimed Indian support for
the forces of democracy and progress and conveyed her
messages of goodwill and sympathy for tormented humanity
groaning under the ravages of the voleanic cataclysm of 1914-
1918,under the wild triumphs of Fascism apd Nazism roughly
speaking from 1930, and during the Devil's Dance as it were
on the surface of the kindly earth from 1989-45. The follow-

1. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1961,
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ing resolution was passed at the session of the Indian National
Congress, held at Madras in 1927 : ‘‘The Congress has noted
with deep resentment that Indian troops have again been uxz
by the British Government t¢ further their imperialist designs
in China and to hinder and yievent the people of China from
gaining their freedom. The Congress demands that Indian
troops and police forces still in China be recalled immediately
and that no Indian shall go to China in future as an agent
of .the British Government to fight or work against the
Chinese people, who, in the opinion of the Congress, are the

comrades of the Indian people in their struggle against
imperialism.

“The Qongresa declares that the people of India have no
quarrel with their neighbours, and desire to live at peace

with them and assert their righ’i’: to determine whether or
not they will take part in any war .

1930-81 was a crucial year in human history. Dy,
Toynbee has characterised it as annus terribilis. World-wide
edonomic depression and financial distress, attack of Japan on
Manchgria in September, 1931, and the rise of new totalitarian
forces in Germany and Italy, brought fundamental changes
in the international situation. During this period to0o, the
people of India expressed considerable sympathy with the
victims of aggression and the Indian National Congress
denounced it in clear terms. The people of India watcheq
keenly the struggle between the Republicans and Franoo'g
forces in Spain and responded in large numbers to the appea]
of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru for despatch of food matorials to
the Republican Spain. When Japan attacked China in July
1?37, the Congress passed resolutions expressing its sympath;:
with the Chinese people. 1In protest against Japanese
Imperialist expansionism, the Congress in its session, held
at E{anpura in February, 1939, urged the people of India
to give up purchasing Japanese goods. Subsequently, the
Congress Working Committee decided to depute to China an
ambulance unit with Indian doctors. On the sad fate of

Czechoslovakia after the appeas : :
A - ement agreement of M
signed in September, o unich,

1938, the Congress Worki ;
passed the following oS ng  Committes

_ resolution in October, 1938 : ‘“‘Th
Working Committee send their : )

. profound sympathy to the
blaye people of Czechoslovakia in their stru gle to preserve
their freedom. Being themsel

) ves engaged in a war, though
non-violent b‘}t _none the less grim and exciting, against the
greatest Imperialist power on earth, India cannot but be deeply

interested in the protection of Czechoslovakian freedom.”

India became an international entity in the strict sense
of the term from 15th August, 1947, on being admitted to
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the British Commonwealth of Nations as a self-Governing
Dominion and an equal partner. But even before this
India’'s voice was heard in the Councils of the world,
particularly after the formation of the Interim Government
in September, 1946, Shri Nehru being Vice-President and
Member of External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations
in the Governor-General's new Executive Council which was
-expected to work as a Cabinet. Shri Nehru then said: ‘It is
because of this expectation of an early reslisation of full
independence that we have envered the Government and we
propose to function so as progressively to achieve that
independence in action both in our domestic affairs and our
foreign relations. We shall take full part in international
conferences as a free nation with our own policy and not
merely as a satellite of another nation.”” India began to
play an important part in the General Assembly of the
United Nations, which was well recognised abroad. Mr.
H. V. Evatt, Australian Minister of External Affairs,
observed in a speech in the Australian House of Represen-
tatives on the 26th February, 1947: ‘India has achieved
an independent national status in international affairs
as eovidenced by her active part at recent International
Conferences.”’

After Independence. India has definitely assumed an
important role in world affairs. In spite of the threat to
world harmony due to the emergence of two power blocks,
the Korean orisis, the regrettable aparthied policy in South
Africa, and the lingering remnants of imperialism in South
East Asia, India’s foreign policy has been characterised by
-emphasis on peace and harmony and emancipation of down-
trodden nations from the shackles of imperialism or the
exploitation of the powerful. Replying to & debate on foreign
polioy in the Constituent Assembly, India’'s Foreign Minister
.observed in March, 1948 : “Because of our past record in
India, that is the anti-imperlalist record, we have not been
persona grata with any groups and peoples outside.” It is
clear to all that the chief objective of India's foreign policy
has been raising her voice for the restoration of sanity in
human atfairs., Shri Nehru observed in his own characteristic
way in a speech delivered by him in our Parliament on the
14th May, 1953 : “The world is full of problems and a
tortured humanity seeks anxiously for some relief from its
fears and burdens. In this tragic drama & measure of respon-
sibility comes to us in this great country. We have enough
of our problems here and they consume our thoughts and
-energy, but we cannot isolate ourselves from the great
brotherhood of the nations and from the common problems
that affect humanity, Whether we wish it or notf, fate and
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circumstances have cast this responsibility upon us and we:
must discharge it. In the manner that we, in common with
other countries, discharge it will depend whether our genera-
tion and the mext will live in peace and bring about the
progressive happiness of mankind or suffor lrretrlpvablo
disastor. That responsibility we can only discharge if we
are united and hold together romembering always our high
ideals and objectives and not allowing ourselves to be swept
away by the fear or passions of the moment.”

In the world to-day humanity, not yet relieved of
the malignant revages of the two World Wars fought in
the course of three decades, is panting for peace. There.
was formal cessations of hostilities some years back. But
where 1is peace yet in the true sense of the term ? The
lessons of Vienna, Berlin and Versailles do clearly tell us that
mere paper agreements are not sure guarantees for peace,
harmony, and human happiness. With all that has been
debated upon or adumberated at Geneva or Locarno or the
U. N. O. or in the recently convened conferences, Interna-
tional amity still remains an unrealised dream. The recent.
Geneva agreement raised hopes in the certain minds bug
the S. E. A. T. O. Pact of eight members Australia, France,
New-Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, Britain

and the United States and the Baghdad Pact caused misgivings
here and there.

Moreover, in the conditions as they continue to Prevail,
the spiritual values of life seem to be jeopardised. Thoe maq
race for armaments on the part of the major powers sti]]
forms a grave menace to humanity and the threat of anothey-
cataclysm seems to be hanging over its destiny almost like.
t}me swo.rd of Damocles. The efforts made on several ocecg-
sions, 1In 1919, 1930, 1932-34, 1935, 1936 and 1948, ang
afterwa.l:ds, for the limitation of armaments have produced
no positive results. Further, the nuclear weapons ang
destructive armaments acutely perturb saner minds as to.
w_hgt.her. their effects would not produce a total devastation.
Civilization is, in fact, faced with destruction and fear
oppresses mankind. Towards the end of November 1954,
Pr:lnce Louls de Broglie, a leading French Physicist and Nobel
prizé winner, warned the world against the reckless hydrogen
experiments because the danger point had already been
?eached .f01: the world's human, animal and plant life. There-
is America's cry of “atoms for peace.”” On the other side
is the demand oy International agreement to reduce
armaments and ban the atom and hydrogen bombs. On the
18th Febru%.n‘y, 1955, in a statement broadcast by the.
Moscow Radio, Russia proposed that Nations should pledge.
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themselves (1) to destroy stock of atom and Hydrogen
weapons and use atomic power exclusively for peaceful
purposes, (2) not to increase their armed forces or arma-
ments or their military budgets above the level of January
1, 1955.

On this vital matter and against the disastrously misleading
conception of security on the part of some nations, India
has asserted boldly her time honoured convietions. Our
veteran patriot and statesman. Shri C. Rajagopalachari, spoke
at Madras on the 17th February, 1955: “Whatever the
politics of the issue of nuclear weapons may be, the world
has some right of protection against the proved and admitted
consequences of these tosts.”” Writing from Madras to-
the New Statesman and Nation, he declared : “The only way
to get control over this hellish power that has heen created
is not the retaining of the power for the purposes of reta-
liation, but unilaterally giving it up on your part’. The
truest ideal of India to promote world peace and harmony
was splendidly expressed by our President in his speech
at the inaugural joint sitting of the two chambers of the:
Parliament on the 21st February, 1953, when he observed :
““Theso five principles whisch are sometimes referred to as the
Panch Shila, are mutual respect for eash other, territorial
integrity and sovereignty, non-aggression, non-interference in
each other’s internal affairs, equality, mutual benefit, and
peaceful co-existence. I commend these principles to you and’
earnestly trust that they will increasingly form the basis
of international relations, thus ensuring peace and security
* all over the world.”

Poace is the most imperative need of the hour. But-
unfortunately there has been a prolonged stalemate in great
power relations. What the world wants for peace is not a
mere stroke of pen or an asseml?lage at Geneva or Washington, .
but a change of spirit, a genuine reorientation of outlook.
Modern India is playing a vital role for their development.
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SECTION 1V

FREEDOM MOVEMENT

Since the attainment of Independence a new spirit of
-awakening has stirred Indian minds. Under its stimulating
influence earnest efforts are being made for the last fow
years to study and interpret correctly the growth of political
consciousness in renaissant India and the various stages of
the Indian National Movement, roughly speaking, from the
-early years of the nineteenth oentury. This is indeed g
stupendous but a sacred task. The scheme for writing an
authentic and comprehensive history of the different phases
-of the Indian national struggle was originally recommended
by the Indian Historical Records Commission at its Jaipur
-Session in 1948, and when Dr. Rajendra Prasad invited the
-attention of the Government of India to the urgency of thig
work, the Ministry of Education, Government of India, took
necessary steps for the planning and execution of this project.
‘An Experts Committee, consisting of some prominent histo-
rians of our country, was constituted to suggest ways ang
‘means to facilitate the collection of materials for thig
purpose. The Experts Committee soon made various valuable
‘Tecommendations. A Central Board, with its Office at
New Delhi, was set up for this work, and Committees
were also formed in the different States to search for
and collect materials from all possible sources. Recently .
1t has been decided that the materials collected for thig work
would now be stored in the National Archives of India. The
‘state Committees continued to function.

It is significant to note that the Bihar Government was
the first to formulate a plan for the preparation of g well
‘documented and detailed history of freedom movement in
this historic state and entrusted this important work to me
As a result of my hard work and intensive search for records
-of all kinds from various sources, official as well as non-official
V.aluable materials were unearthed! and the work was pub-'
lished by the Bihar Government in three volumes in 1957
and 1958. In January 1961 the Government of India brought
out Volume One of a work on ‘History of the Freedom Movement
@n India’ by Dr. Tara Chand. This Volume presents & general
account of the history of India till the close of the eighteenth
century and is probably meant to be a backgrourd for the

1. These have been preserved in the State Central Archives, Patna,
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succeeding volumes which are expected to deal with the actual

history of India's struggle for freedom from British domi-
nation.

The movement of 1857-59 has been generally considered:
to be the starting point for writing a history of Indian
freedom movement. But students of history have justly felt.
inclined to study also the earlier background for about a
century during the period of the rapid expansion of the
British dominion in India. Besides the activities of Mir Qasim
in opposing the English, to which reference has been made
already, it may be noted that Raja Nanda Kumar's anti-
British policy also deserves careful study and a colleague of
mine, employed at the Ranchi Collegs, has been entrusted by
moe with the task of making a careful study of it. In 1938
I wrote a paper on the Conspiracy of Wazir Ali in 1798-99,
in which I pointed out how an attempt was then made to
organise an all-India opposition against rising British supre-
macy in this country. In 1940 the TUniversity of Calcutta
published my work, entitled The Santal Insurrection of 1855-
57, based on various sources, including unpublished govern-
ment records found at Bhagalpur and Dumka. The expan-
sion of the British dominion in India and the growth of an.
Indo-British administrative system, naturally conducted India
through manifold processes of transition, political, economic
and social. This, for diverse reasons, generated fumes of dis-
content among various sections of the people in different parts
of India which burst into flames in the movement of 1857-59.
But already before this wide movement, a considerable
insurrection had broken out in the year 1855 in the areas
now represented by the Bihar district of Santal Parganas,
a part of the Bhagalpur district and also a portion of the
Birbhum district. All these apparently unconnected dis-
turbances were really the manifestations of the reaction
against the new political fact of British dominion and govern-
ment. My work on Biography of Kunwar Singh and Amar
Singh was published by the K. P. Jayaswal Research Insti-
tute, Patna, in 1957. It is based on a comprehensive study
of various contemporary sources and presonts a detailed
account of the role of Bihar in the Indian Movement of
1857-59 under the inspiring leadership of Kunwar Singh,

who was ably assisted by his brother Amar Singh and some
other local leaders.

In 1953 came out a volume on Civil Disturbances in
India, 1765-1857, written by Dr. 8. B. Chaudhury, now
Professor of History, Burdwan University. Chapter I of
this book is a historical background. Chapter II contains
descriptions of the disturbances in Bengal and Upper Indis,
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viz, Revolt of the Rajas of Dhalblhum (1769-74), Major
Hannay's BlacI{ rule in Bihar (1778-81), Rebellion at Rangp;u'
-(1788), Rebellion at Bishunpur (1789), Rebellion of the
Chuars (1799), Disturbances in Sylhet (1799), Revolt of
Vizier Ali (1799), Disturbances in Bundelkhand (1808-12),
Commotion at Benares (1810-11), Rising at Bareilly (1816;),
Congquest of the fort of Hathras (1817), Insurrqctzon of the
Paiks at Cuttack (1817-18), Rising of the Cujars (1824).
Eebellion at Baraset (1831), Ezplosion of the Kols '(1831-2),
Revolt of Ganganarayan of Manbhum (1832), Ezplosion of the
Khasis (1829-33), Insurrection of the Pagal Panthz§ at
Sherpur ( 1833 ), BExplosion of the Kukis ( 1844-50 ), Distur-
bances in_ Assam (1830-50), Explosion of the Khonds (1846),

Ferazi  disturbances ( 1838-47 ), Eaxplosion of the Santals
-( 1855-56 ).

In Chapter IIT we have an account of thg. risings in
Madras and Southern India viz., Revolt of Vizieram Rawze
(1794), Revolt of Dhundic in Bednur (1799-1800), Revolt of
the Pyche Raja (1796-1803), Struggle of the Poligars in
Tinneveli (1801), Suppression of the Poligars in the Ceded
District (1801-5), Struggle of the Poligars in North Arcot
(1803-5), Struggle for independence in Travancore (1808-9),
Rebellion gt Mysore (1830-31), Disturbances in Parlakimeds
Estates (1818-34), Disturbances in Vizagapatam District
(1830-34), Struggle in Ganjam (1800-5) and Cumsur (1835-7),
and Rising of Narasimha Reddi (1846-7).

Chapter 1V deals with the risings in Bombay and
Western Tndia, such as Risings at Kittur (1894 and 1829),
' of the Ramosis at Poona- (1826-9), Eaplosion of the
Bhils 1818-31), Disturbances m Cutch (1815-32), Gadkari
;lswq 9t Kolhapur (1844), Koli Outrages (1828-30, 1839 and
(18§4-48), utbreal in  Savantvadi (1844-50), Survey  Riot
n 532& Disturbances in the Bombay Presidency, Disturbances

; ajput and Maratha countries, Disturbances in the
Frontier Provinces, ’ '

Ch&pi‘,er Y contains an account of the incidents in GeleD,
Bll).‘ma, and

0d Malacca. The author has given his concluding
remIa.rks In the last (VI) Chapter.
n

. he Appendix we get a note on the communal
Es;;arbances in India (17%5-1857) and a Political Map of

Thl.s Volume g g critical historical work prepared after a
searching Scrutiny of authentic sources of different kinds.
The a,u‘thor has in fact unfolded a new chapter in the history
of British Rule in Ingis by describing the reactions to the
growing political authority of the English in India among
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Various sections of the people during about a century of
8igantic transformation in the political destiny and the varied

‘Conditions of life in this vast country. Dr. Chaudhury has
rightly noted that “the Paz Britannica in India was only a
Very relative peace and that there was plenty of oppositiop
Yom substantial sections of the common people often enough’
Introduction).

. Popular commotions and discontents, finding expression in
‘Civil disturbances in all parts of India as a sort of resistance
to British rule, have been critically examined by him with
reference to the various socio-economic forces, which were
-8enerated by the Industrial Revolution and penetrated into

his land in the wake of British Political Supremacy. The
8uthor does not want to give the impression that those who
"Organised the disturbances mentioned by him had any “compre-

ension of the conception of patriotism and national sentiment

e ”. In his concluding remarks he observes significantly :

While, therefore, there is not much to show that the Indian
‘masses in the eighteenth century took any serious view of
the change in the political complexion of the country, it
Would be idle to maintain that the socio-economic system of
the alien yrule did not impinge on them und that they had no
specific grievance to allege, though for obvious reasons there
did not follow any general outecry against the intrusive
‘elements. However much the Indian peasantry was impo-
verished under the long pressure of grievous opprqsg,ions; so
‘much so, that they could not be stirred up to sedition even
by illegal exactions as Moira, Malcolm and Munro would have
us believe, the Indian peasant returned to the attack on the
foreigner who was pressing him in all directions, political,
social and economic, for, such tremendous explosions like
the insurrections of Bengal, the insurrection at Mysore and
the Poligar revolts of South India cannot be traced by any
-stretch of imagination to the grievances only of a particular
-class of individuals, namely the zamindars. Even in the
revolt of 1857 which was an uphoaval chiefly of a military
character, the leaders of the movement had the support of the
masses of Indian peasantry in their struggle, though as a clagg
they did not break out in any open rebellion during these
-eritical days. But soon after, a viloont agitation of indigo
cultivators swept like a tidal wave over the province of Bengal
(1859-60) ... ... ... .

In his another book, entitled Civil Rebellion in the Indign
Mutinies, published by the World Press, Calcutta, in 1957, Dy,
8. B. Chaudhury has tried to pres,t?nt the history of the civil
rebellion in the Indian mutinies’ in & connocted form, “‘its
:scope, and character, the class of the people participating in it
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A contemporary Account of the Indian Movement of 1857-59
by Dr. K. K. Dattal, Nature of the Indian Revolt of 1857-59
by Dr. K. K. Datta®, Indian Movement of 1857-59 and its
Reactions Abroad by Dr. K. K. Datta®, Popular Discontent
2n Bihar on the eve of the Movement of 1857-59 by Dr.
K. K. Datta*, Rebellion of the Raja of Khurde against the
British by Dr. Bhavani Charkin Ray of Cuttack®. In his
paper on Some DMutiny Telegrams in the DBihar State
Archives®, Shri Narayan Saran, Record-keeper in this
Archives, has studied the telegrams received and despatched
by the Commissioner of the Patna Division during the
period of 1857-69, which present a first-hand day to day
account of thg movement throughout the Lower Provinces.
Shri M. H. Rizawi, Keeper of Records, National Archives,
Bhopal, wrote a note on Tatya Tope in Bhopal®, on the
basis of some unpublished documents of his Archives which
furnish a graphic account of Tatya. Tope's march from
Bhilsa to Pathuri Ghat on the Narmada and of some of his
other activites. In his papers on New Aspects of the Santal
Imsurrection of 1855-56 and More ILights on the Santal
Insurrection®, Prof. N. B. Ray of Visvabharati brought to
light a few important letters relating to the subject. Dr. A.
P. Jha, a Research Assistant of the State Central Archives,
Patna, has contributed some interesting papers on (a) The
Nature of the Santal Unrest of 1871-75, (b) Origins of
the Sapha Hor BMMovement and (o) Sir Charles Metcalfe's Views
on the Nature of Civil Disturbances in India®. Dr. M. N.
Das of Cuttack has contributed a paper on Pre-Mutiny
Revolts in Princely States of Orissa'®. We may refer to the
paper on The Impact of the Mutiny on British atiitudes to
India by Mr. Thomas R. Metoalf’! and Prof. N. B. Ray's-
paper on Bahadur Shah II as reflected in his Diwan.\2.@i %3

)

Dr. N. L. Chatterjee has drawn our attention tofan
interesting Mutiny Paper of Mirza Birjis Qadir Ramzan+Al;
Bahadur'® which shows the connection of the Army Offigers
with the Mughal Government of Delhi. Shri P. N, Chopra,

Journal of the Bihar Reasearch Society, 1950,

Bengal : Past and Present, 1954.

Journal of the Bihar Research Society, 1958,

Bengal ; Past and Present, 1945.

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1958,
Ibid, 1960.

Ibid, 1961.

Ibid, 1960.

Ibid, 1961.

Proceedings, Indian History Qongress, 1959,

Ibid, 1960.

Ibid.

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1960,

6

[
HOOONOoAmpH

[
Il =i



82 . RECENT STUDIES

Compiler, Gazetteer Unit, New Delhi, has contributed a paper
on the Character of the Wahabi Movement® in which he
observes that the Wahabi movement, ‘‘though sectarian,
never came into conflict with the Hindus after the extine-
tion of the Sikh State.” Dr. R. C. Majumdar has critically
studied an unpublished document which reveals some new
facts and instances relating to the Rebellion in Manipur in
1891, Dr. Amalesh Tripathi of Presidency College,
Caloutta, has studied the attitude of the British Government
to the newly founded Indian National Congress on the basis
of a few letters of Kimberley and Cross, the Secretaries of
State for India in the 1880's, to Lord Dufferin®. Shri R. P.
Patwardhan, Professor of History, Poona University, hag
studied some correspondence between Sir George Birdwoogd
and Dada Bhai Naoroji, which throws interesting light on
their personalities and mutual relations*.

Some works relating to India's freedom struggle which
have been under preparation in the Calcutta Universi
National Awakening in India (Pre-Congress period)
Sudhangshu Bhusan Chandra, The Evolution of Social,
mic, Cultural and Political Organisation in Ben
Rammohan to Surendranath by Subrata Majumdar,
Chandra Pal and His Times by Pushpita Mukerjee,
may be made to the papers on Some unpublished
regarding the Mutiny of 1857 by Dr. R. C.
Western innovations and the Rising of 1857 by D
Manmatha Nath Das®, Political Unrest in Bengal 190(;.'
1918¢ by Shri Hirendra Nath Chakravarty, Om'g;'n ani
Development of the Indian National Congress, 1885-1909 b[
Smt. Kalyani Chatterjee, The Growth of Political Co71,scious’7z.cy
in India, 1858-1885, by Smt. Sujata Ghosh, and T}, Natiss
nalist, Movement in Bengal in the early years of the twantictoi;
century by Smt. Uma Mukhopadhyay. Smt. Sujata Roy Chow
dhry, Smt, Damsayanti Saran, Shri Bireshwar Nath Mandal~
Shri Haridey Sharma, Shri Uma Shankar Srivastava and’
Usha H. Chandra have been engaged in working respectivel
on the subjects like Public Opinion in Bengal iy the Mids_,
Nineteenth Century and Social and- Political Role of the-
Brahmo Samaj, and Public Opinion in Bengal Jrom 1870-1905
Non-Co-operation Movement (1919-1920), The Ideological Basis o}
the Indian National Movement, and Hi

History “of  Politi
Movement in India, 1906-1919 (Delhi University), S}{ri S?tzai::g

ty, are
by Shryi
Econo.
gal  from
and Bepin
Reference
Documents
ajumdar®,

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid, 1961. .

Bengal : Past and Preg 9
Thid. ent, 1957.
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Singh of L. 8. College, Muzaffarpur, is writing a thesis on
Nationalism and Social Reforms in India.

Reference may be made to some other works on India’s
Freedom Movement uudertaken in the Punjab University.
These are,—History of Freedom Movement in India from
1920 to 1937 by Shri M. K. Dhawan, Role of women in the
Freedom Movement of India by Kum. M. Kaur, History of
Indian Freedom Struggle during 1987-1947 by Shri J. L.,
Mehta and History of Freedom Movemsnt in India, 1909-1919,
by Shri J. Mitter.

1n 1957 Dr. Hira Lal Gupta wrote a paper on The Revolt
of 1857 and its Failure! omphasising the national character
of this movement. Analysing the causes of its failure. he
writes : “‘In short, the war of liberation was fought with
incomplete plans and a disunited country, scanty resources
and unscientific methods, and worn-out principles and worn-
out arms.” In 1958 he contributed a paper on the Revolt of
1857 in the Saugar and Narbada Territories®, A paper on
Guracharan Singh’s Mission in Central Asia by Shri P. C. Roy
brings ‘‘to light the figure of a little known Kuka patriot, who
suffered immense hardship to keep alive the flame of rebellion
against British rule in the Punjab following the suppresion
of the anti-British uprisings of the Kukas in 1872."”” Shri J. M.
Surpakar ( Bombay University ) has written an account of the
Movement of 1857 in Maharashira. In his article on The
Congress and Russophobia® Dr. N. L. Chatterjee has pointed
out how the Indian National Congress ‘‘was ushered into
existence to mobilise the public opinion in favour of the
British connection, sing the praises of Pax Britannica and
counteract the possibility of Russian intrigue in India.” In
1960 he wrote an article on The Congress Session of 19074,
An article on Motilal Nehru—An esttmate by Dr. TLal
Bahadur® came in the same year, and Dr. M. M. Ahhuwalis
of National Archives, New Delhi, contributed a paper on
Press and India’s Struggle for Freedom, 1858-1909. Two
scholars of Agra University, Shri R. S. Tiwari and Shri R. C.
Tripathi have studied respectively the subjects like The War
of Independence in Oudh 1857-68 and The Mutiny of 1857
at Kanpur with special reference to the role of Nana Sahib
Dhondw Pant. The Revolt of 1857 in DBundelkhand has been
studied in the Allahabad TUniversity by Shri S. N. Sinha.
Some interesting papers contributed in 1961 are— Nature of

Journal of Indian History, December, 1957,
Ibid, April, 1958,

Ibid.

Ibid, April, 1960,

Ibid.
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the Kol Imsurrection of 1831-82 by Dr. J. C. Jha ( Patna ),
1857 in Bombay by J. M. Surpakar ( Bombay University ),
Growth of Nationalism in 19th century Indim, seen from the
Particular Aspect of the Idea of Nation by Mr. Johannes
Voigt ( Chandigarh ), The Racial Question and Liberal English
Opinion as Reflected in the Friend of India, from the Mutiny
to the Ilbert Bill, by Shrimati Sujata Ghosh ( Caloutta ) and
The . British View of the Hindu-Muslim attitude towards the
Partition of Bengal and its Result by Dr. M. N. Das (Cuttack).
Shri Debendra Nath Panigrahi ( Delhi University ) is preparing
% thesis on Resistance to British Rule in India, 1800-1857.
n an article on New Light on the Revolt of 1857 at Azamgarh,
Published in 1956', Dr. N. L. Chatterjee asserts on the basis
of some contemporary official documents that during the
Revolt of 18- 7 the town of Azamgarh and the adjacent country-
side became independent of British authority for some months.
We get a detailed account of the important role of the
Indian Association in India’s freedom struggle from jtg
inauguration in 1876 &ill 1951, in a volume on the Indian
ssociation prepared by Shri Jogesh Chandra Bagal, wel.
known for his valuable contributions in the field of historica]
research, and published by the Council of Indian Association
Calcutta, in 1953. In 1959 Prof. M.S. Jain of Aligarh gis.
Cusged in a paper the organisation and activities of )
uhammadan Anglo-Oriental Defence Association, e
The Government of Assam published in A
account of the materials, collected in that State till the 15t}
November, 1955, for the History of Freedom Movement an&

compiled by Shri K. N. Dutt, Research Officer of the Assam
overnment, for this work,

pril, 1956, ap

In his book, entitled Landmarks of the Freedom St
i Assam, which came out in January 1958, Shri K. N
has indicated the landmarks in the history of Freedom Move.-
ment in Assam from the early years of the 19th conty,
The State Committee for compilation of History of Freedoslg

ovement in Orissa has brought out some volumesg containing
valuable information collected from original sources. A connec.
ted account of the freedom struggle in Hyderabad +as pre-
Pared by the Hyderabad State Committee for compilation of
such a work and two volumes of it were published in 1956.
The first volume deals with the period from 1800 to 1857, ang
the second, with the period from 1857 to 1885. A volume
containing records relating to the Freedom Movement in the
Uttar Pradesh, edited by Shri S. A. Rizavi and Shri M, L.
Bhargava, came out in 1957.

7'“gf/le
- Dutg

1. Journal of Indian History, December, 1956,
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The Indian National Congress has, from its very origin,
rendered immense services to the cause of nationalism. The
history of India’'s freedom movement from 1917, when
Mahatma Gandhi by undertaking a mission to Champaran, an
area of historic importance in Bihar, made his first successful
©xperiment in India's new nationalism, till 1¢42, is full of
Inspiring episodes. The Indian Revolution of 1942 is one of
the most stirring movements of modern history. In this epic
struggle of India for liberty there was a thrill of inspiration
and a spontaneous and marvellous response from one end of
the country to the other. The people boldly courted imprison-
ment and breasted severest ordeals through immense sacrifices.
The logic of events following it facilitated India’s march to
freedom and attainment of Independence in 1947.

For the long history of Indian nationalism we have, besides
Some general works, such as Indian National Evolution by
Shri A. C. Mazumdar, Landmarks in India’s Constitutional and
National Development by Shri G. N. Singh, etc., records of
bersonal experiences of some great leaders, whose sincere efforts
and sacrifices contributed to its growth and ultimate success.
Chronologically viewed such works are Speeches of Gokhale
( 1908 ), Dr. Annie Besant’s two books, India A Nation
( 1915 ) and How India wrought Her Freedom ( 1915 ), Shri
Balgangadhar Tilak's Writings and Speeches (1922).' Shri Awuro-
bindo’s Speeches (1922), Sir Surendranath Banerjee’s 4 Nation
in Making (1925), B. C. Pal's Memories of My Life and Times,
Vol. I (1982) and Vol. II ( published in 1951 though completed
earlier ). The autobiographies of Mahatma Gandhi, Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr. Rajendra Prasad are extremely valu-
able records for the study of this subject. Dr. Rajendra
Pragad’s Champaran Satyagraha was the first detalleq work
desoribing Mahatma Gandhi’s mission in Champaran which wag
an event of the utmost significance in the history .of Indian
nationalism, as it not only freed the ryots of this area from
agelong tyranny of the indigo planters but generated in their
minds feelings of regard for truth and fearlessness and also
taught them self help. All these qualities stood them in g
good stead in their fights for freedom during the subsequent
periods. The Diary ( first published in 1953 ) of Shri Maha-
dev Desai, who became Gandhiji's Secretary towards the eng
of 1917 and died & martyr's death in prison on the 15th
August, 1942, contains lot of important correspondence and
notes in vrelation to our national struggle. Shri D. G.
Tendulkar’s eight volumes on Mahatma is & monumental work
of great value, containing Mahatma Gandhi's writings and
8peeches in full or in extracts, and with numerous important -
1llu§trations collected from different sources and arranged: by
Shri Vithalbhai K. Jhaveri. Shri Pyarelal, who was for a long
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time Mahatma Gandhi's private secretary, and, after Shri
Mahadev Desai’'s death, editor of the Harijan weeklies, which
Mahatma Gandhi was conducting, has dealt with the lagt
phase of Mahatma Gandhi’s career in ample details in the two
volumes of his monumental work on Mahatma Gandhi : The
Last " Phase (published by the Navajivan Press, Ahmadabad,
Vol. I in 1956 and Vol. 2 in 1958 ). I have edited a volume
containing the writings and speechs of Mahatma Gandhi
relating to Bihar, 1917-1949, which was published by the
Bihar Govarnment in 1960. Growing literature on Shyi
Aurobindo unfolds many thrilling incidents and deals with hig
religious devotion to the cause of nationalism during g very
critical phase. Some works of importance in this respect
are Shri Aurobindo on Himself and the Mother (1953), Shri
Aurobindo and His Ashram (1951), Mahayogi ( August 1953 )
by Shri R. R. Diwakar, and two books by Shri Sisir Kvmay
Mitra, entitled (1) Shri Aurobindo and Indian Freedom and
(2) The Liberator.

The history of the Swadeshi Movement in Benga] ( 1908
1909 ) has been critically described in a book on Indz‘a'-
Fight for Freedom, written by Prof. Haridag Mukher; s
and Prof. Uma Mukherjee and published by Firmga K]i'_?
Mukhopadhyay of Calcutta in August, 1958, A paper o

urzon’s successors and the Partition of Bengal: 4 con ﬁ‘n
tn  Conmscience, written by Dr. M. N. Dag of UtIZ;Ct
Univergity, has come out recently’. The writer discug ol
here the ‘‘problem which CIH"Z.OD 8, 8ucoessors haq s:a
fage jn working out the Partlt.lon. Shri R. p. Sakse o
of Rajasthan University has written on The cont'ributi:)la
of the Religious Movements to the Political Rena,;”ann
% Indig. In 1959 Dr. Sukumar Bhattacharya wrote 5 pap:e‘
on An Intercepted letter of Keir Hardfe ( M. P. from 1900 tiﬁ
his death in 1915 and the first socialist member to be elect
to the Brftish House of Commons ) to Bal Gangadhay Tilaf:g
on the 31st March, 1911, with a proposal to hold
of the Tndian National Congress in Lor’l'don ‘to educ
Opinion of Britain on Indian questions’.

One phase of Indian nationalism is the struggle ahroaq of
80me prominent patriots and their followers, Thig ig being
exhaugtively studied by Prof. Arun Coomar Bose of Visvabharat;

Diversity on the basis of original sources available in Indig
and outgide. In 1959 Mr. John W. Spellman contributeq a
paper on The International Extensions of Political Conspiracy
as Illustrated by the Ghadr Party.? Shri K.K. Moitra has’s

8 EGBBion
ate publjq

1. Journal of Indian History, December, 1961,
9. Ibid, April, 1959,
8. Tbid.
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prepared a thesis on History of the Terrorist Movement in
. India from the beginning to 1919 ( with special reference to
Bengal ) in the Rajasthan Uinversity. Shri D. N. Chaturvedj
has been engaged in studies relating to the Origin and Growth
of Terrorist Movement in India with special reference to U. P,
some years back appeared a volume on The Indian Revolt of
1942 by Dr. Amba Prasad of Delhi University.

Dr. Lal Bahadur of Agra College brought out ( October,
1954 ) a volume on the history, activities and achievements of
the Muslim League in India by utilising all available sourceg
of information. In this main thesis the author has discusseg
the political and social conditions of the Mussalmans befoye
the Muslim League, the Simla Deputation and birth of the
League, attitude of the ILeague towards the Partition of
Bengal, World War I and the League’s attitude in relation g
i5, the Home Rule Movement and Hindu-Muslim concordag,
the Lieague's attitude towards the Montagu-Chelmsford py,!
posals, Khilafat and Non-Co-operation Movements, Mr. Jinngh’g
personality and political views when he joined the League, thq
Simon Commission, Nehru Roport and the Round Table
Conference,  the Act of 1935 and after and the Congresg.
League conflict, Congress Ministries and the League's Opposi.
tion, World War II and its repercussions on the politjgy)
condition in India, the Pakistan Resolution of Lahore in 1940
and the League's propaganda till 1945, the Simla Conference
and the Cabinet Mission, the communal riots and the Leagyg’g
responsibility for these and the partition of India. In ¢
epilogue he has estimated the success and failure of the
League by describing it’ as a ‘‘Fascist Body and by what he
calls ‘a psycho-analysis’ of its propaganda.



SECTION V

ADMINISTRATION AND CONSTITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT.

The history of the Indian National movement is very
much linked up with the administrative _and constitutional
changes in this country. For exhaustive studies on the
Sugccessive stages in the development of the British Indian
administrative system prior to 1858, which is a significant
landmark in this respect, the testimony of the famous
British contemporaries like Shore, Munro, Malcolm, Metcalfe,
Elphinstone, Rickards, Sleeman, Colebrooke, Grant, Russell,
Scott-Waring, Tucker, Gleig and Kaye, has to be utiliged
With due care and scrutiny along with the evidence supplieg
¥ various other published and unpublished documents of the
beriod. Some such works as Henry Cotton's Memorandum on
the Revenye administration of Chittagong (1880), Rev. W. K.

irminger's edition (1917) of the Fifth Report from the Select
Committee of the House of Commons, Mr. F. D. Ascoli's Early
Revenye History of DBengal and the Fifth Report (1917), My,
R. B. amsbotham’s Studies in the Land Revenue History of
Bengay, 1769-1787 (1926), M. E. Monckton Jones' Warren

astings in Bengal (1918), and Dr. A. Aspinall's Cornwallis in
B"'ngal, contain useful information regarding the varioug
branches of the administrative system that was builg up ag g
Soncomitan of the rising British political authority in India,
Me, B . Baden-Powell's three volumes on The Land Systems
of Britisp India (1892) is full of information reluting to this
ASpect administration, and his another valuable work op

¢ Indian Village Community came oub in 1896,
A

¢ p.oong the Indian scholars, Shri D. N. Banerjes, Professor
°I Politicga] Science,

; University of Calcutta, has made notable
SOntributiong during several years in this branch of study.
S113 EWo  companion volumes, entitled Early Land Revenye
inJStem  Bengal and Bihar, Volume I, 1765-1772 (publisheq
0 1936) ang Early Administrative System of the East Indig
Mpany iy, Bengal, Volume I, 1765-1772 (published in 1943),
are valuahle works containing plenty of illustrative origina]
O°Uments with oritical comments on them. Some years back
Shri 8. ¢ Ray wrote a book on land revenue administration
in Inglia. In his monograph on The Supreme Court 4y
Conflict, Dr. I. Banerjee (Professor of History, University of
Calcutta, many years back) ably discussed certain aspects of
the relation bhotweon the Supreme Council and the Supreme



ADMINISTRATION AND OCONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 89

‘Court. A few years back Dr. B. B. Mishra ( Principal,
Siwan College, Bihar ) wrote a comprehensive and critical
-account of the judiciel administration of the HEast India
Company on the basis of original documents. It was published
in several instalments in the Jowrnal of the Bihar Research
Society and has been reprinted in the form of a book. In
1954 the Government of Bihar published & volume on
Selections from Unpublished Correspondence of the Judge-
Magistrate and the Judge of Patna, 1790-1857, compiled and
.edited by me with a critical introduction.

For the study of the administrative system after 1858, in

continuation of the preceding period, we have the old works like
‘George Chesney's Indian Policy (1870), J. Chailley's Administra-
tive Problems of British India (1910), Sir John Strachey's India :
Its Administration and Progress (1911), the volumes of Sir W. W.
Hunters's Imperial Gazetteer, two volumes of Buckland’s Bengal
under the Lieutenant Governors (1902), Lady Betty Balfour’s
The History of Lord Lytton's Indian Administration, 1876-1880
(1899), H. Fawcett's Indian Finance (1880), John Strachey and
Richard's The Finances and Public Works of India from 1869
to 1881 (1882), Sir Richard Temple’'s India in 1880 (1880),
‘two volumes on the Speeches of the Marquis of Ripon in
India '(1883), W. S. Blunt's India Under Ripon (1909), two
volumes of L. Wolf's Life of the First Marquess of Ripon
(1921), T. Raleigh's Lord Curzon in India, (1906), Lovat
Fraser’s India wunder Curzon and After (1911), Lord Curzon's
A Selection from his speeches as Viceroy (1906), Lord
Ronaldshay's Life of Lord Curzon, Vol. II (1928), O Malley’s
The Indian Civil Service, 1601-1930 (1931), McNeile's
Roport on the Village Watch on the Lower Provinces of Bengal,
and the Moral and Material Progress Reports brought out year
to year from 1881-82 to 1915-16.

Of the Indian writers, Dr. J. Mathai has contributed
o learned work on Village Government in British Indig
( first published in 1915). Prof. Kale's book on Indian
Administration is also a useful publication. Dr. Dharmapal
wrote some years back a book on the Administration of Lord
Lawrence. Recently the Oxford University Press has brought
out a book by Dr. Gopal on the Viceroyalty of Lord
Ripon 1880-1884, which was a very important period in the
history of modern India for its liberal outlook and varied
reforms, It is based on various printed books, Parliamentary
papers and reports and specially on some valuable manuscript
sources found in England viz., the Ripon Papers, the Ilbert
Papers, and Commonwealth Relations Office Papers. Besides
dealing with the problem of Indian defence in relation to Russia,
Central Asia and Afghanistan, and the relations with ‘Burma,
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the author has discussed critically some significant adminis-
trative matters, asuch as the Factory Act, Repeal of the
Vernacular Press Act, the Problem of the Arms Act, Local
Self-Government, the Ilbert Bill, Civil Service, Education,
Famine and Public Works, Agriculture and Land Revenue and
Finance. In conclusion the author has given a oritical
estimate of what he calls o “‘momentous viceroyalty .

In his book on Central Administration of the East India
Company Dr. B. B. Mishra has presented a oritical study of
this subject. An important original work on Justice and
Police in Bengal 1765-1793, written by Dr. (Miss) N. Majumdar
of Lady Brabourne College, Caloutta, was published by Firmga
K. L. Mukhopadhyay in 1960. Dr. N. K. Sinha justly observeg
in his Foreword to this work that it “‘fills an important gap
in our knowledge of the history of Bengal. It helps us to
understand how the system of Mughal justice and police broke
down. The history of some aspects of administration durin
the period from 1765 to 1793 is based on a thorough study of
available records. It also throws new light on the evolution
of British sovereignty in Bengal. Dr, ( Miss) Majumdgy
emphasiges the slow operation of British imperium”. A
Research Assistant of mine, Dr. Aditya Prasad Jha of Bihap
State Central Archives, has obtained Ph. D Degrea of the
Patna University on the merit of a thesis on Police ang
Criminal Administration of Bengal and Bihar, 1793-1835
This work forms a laudable supplement to the work of
Dr. (Miss) N. Majumdar for the immediately preceding period
A few months back the Asia Publishing House published 4.
learned worse of Dr. Hira Lal Singh, Professor, Gorakhpyy
University, on Problems and Policies of the British in Indiq,

1885-1898. It is based on a vast body of materials, publisheg
as well as unpublished.

In 1937 Shri L. P. Dutt, then Keeper of Records of the
Bengal Government, wrote a paper on Administration of
Justice in Bengal in the last decade of the 18th century by
studying some relevant records under his custody!. In 1939
we had a paper on the Naib Nazims of Dacca during the
Company's administration by Shri S. C. Banerjes, Keeper of
Records of the Government of Bengal, and another paper on
the Committee of Circuit at Krishnanagar by Dr. A, P. Dag
G'upta. of Calcutta University.? Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad re-
viewed in a paper some FEarly post-Mutiny schemes of
Decentralization. Shri Nirmal Chandra Sinha wrote on First.
Public Service Ezaminations, 1845-52,% and Shri Ramesh

1. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1987.
2. TIbid, 1989.

8. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1989.
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Chandra Banerjes contributed a paper on the Sepoy Army. of
the East India Company in the 18th Century.! Next Year?
Dr. B. S. Baliga, then Keeper of Records of the Madras Govern-
ment, wrote a paper on the Amani System of Land Revenue:
Administration in Madras and Prof. D. N. Banerjee discussed
in another paper the question of the Location of the Sudder
Nizamat Adalat in Bengal. Then® followed a paper regarding
the Criminal Jurisdiction of the Mayor's Court (established
in India by the Royal Charter of 24th May, 1726) by Prof.
D. N. Banerjee and another paper on the Qanungo in the-
North Western Provinces (1801-1833) by Dr. R. N. Nagar of
Lucknow TUniversity. In 1943* Dr. B. S. Baliga wrote on
Prison Administration in Madras, 1802-1840, and Shri M C..
Subramaniam, Special Assistant, Madras Record Office, traced
in a paper the Attempts to introduce Judicial Reforms in Madras,
1763-1800. The Hon'ble Mr. Justice Torick Ameer Ali of
Calcutta High Court contributed a paper on Bolagu: Das’
Account with the East India Company and the trial of
Nuncumar (Nanda Kumar) and Prof. D. N. Banerjee discussed
(he wrote about it in the preceding year too) for the second
time the question of Warren Hastings' Swupposed resignation of
the office of the Governor-General of Bengal. In 19448
came oubt some interesting papers on certain topics of admi-
nistration, viz. Village Settlement of Land Bevenue in Madras,
1807-1822 by Dr. B. S. Baliga, Warren Hastings and the
Suppression of Dacoity in Bengal by Prof. D. N. Banerjes,
The Office of the Qanungo in Bihar by ‘Shri K. P. Mitra,
then Principal, Monghyr College, Some facts Regarding Customs
Administration in the Ceded and Conguered Provinces, 1810-1825,
by Mr. Saiyid Nurul Hasan, then Leoturer, Lucknow Univer-
sity, Some curious cases of the Supreme Court in the quinquennial
period of its Existence at Fort William by Mr. J. S. Rawat of B.
R, College, Agra, and Some Unpublished Documents relating to-
Gang-Robbery and Thuggee in the Company’s Lower Provinces
in Bengal during the early mineteenth century by Dr. H. R.
Ghosal of Muzaffarpur. Our eminent historian, Dr. S, N.
Sen, discussed the real cause of Tod's resignation from the.
East Indian Company s service on the basis of contemporary
evidence. In the next year Professor C. S. Srinivasachari
contributed a paper on The Sovercign Status of the Nawabs of
the Carnatic Discussed in the Recorder's Court and the Su-
preme Court at Madras in the years 1798-1891. Prof. D. N.
Banerjee wrote another note on Suppression of Dacoity in.

Ibid.

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1940,
Ibid, 1949,

Ibid, 1948.

Ibid, 1944,
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: ings, Mr. J. S. Rawat discussed the
jﬁﬁgaloibyi'h?agi?rigzighgancl the Supreme Court , of Fort
William, 1777, Prof. S. N. Banhatti studied Colebrooke’s Obser-
vations about the State of Affairs in the Kingdom of the
Bhonslas of Nagpur, April, 1799, and Rao Bahadur C.t E}'agg.-
vadana Rao of Mysore contributed a paper on Eas .ln lza
‘Company and its Public Servant. In. the next year~ the
subject of the Abolition of the Titular Dignity of the Nawqb
‘of the Carnatic was studied by Prof. C. S. Srinivasachari,
Prof. D. N. Banerjee wrote on the Early L;[zlz.tary Establish-
ment of the East India in Bengal, Shri Nani Gopal Chau-
dhury, then af Hugli, reviewed some Exzcerpts from wunpublished
Becords Relating to the Trial of Riza Khan, Dr. Nandalal
Chatterjee wrote on A Forgotten Controversy of the Salt tax
and Shri R. C. Mitra dealt with Some Aqucts of Judicial
Administration Sfor Inmdians in Chandernagore in 1791-93.° In
1959 Shri K. Rajayan got M. Litt. Degree of the Madrag
University on the merit of his thesis, entitled Edwarq Lord
‘Clive in Madras (Governor, 1798-1803). In 1961 the Madrag
University awarded M. Litt. Degree to Shrl Jayadey
Rajkumar for his thesis on The Governorship of Lord
®00t. In the volumes prepared :in the course of the
last feyw Yyears on the regimes of some of the Governors-
*oneral, there are interesting acocounts a..bout administyg.-
IVe matters, Such volumes (not yet published) are Ing;,
under Tord Amherst by Dr. Hfra Lal Gupta of Saugay
Diversity, Indiam Adminisiration under Hardinge by Mer,
‘rondra Kumar, Administration of India wunder Lord Hayo
by Dr. K. S. Srivastava of B. R, College, Agra, Pammountcy
1ande?- Lord Dalhousic by Dr. Shri Nandan Prasad, Historicg]
ection, Defence Ministry, Government of India, India Undey
¢ BElgin 1 by Kumari Brij Saigal, M. A., Ph. D. (Luck.
now), 4 thesis on The Administration of Loz'd Lansdown,
-(1884-1894), on the merit of which Smt. Madhv1. secured P}
Sir °8ree of Lucknow University in 1959, Administration, of

Charleg Metcalfe (also a Ph. D. thesis of the Lucknow
Diversity)

Urzon by

by Dr. Dayal Dass, and The Viceroyclty of Lorag
Smt. Aloka Guha (Calcutta University).  Several
1 ars gre working on Lord Curzon, viz. The Foreign

0b2Cy of Lopg Curzon in India by Shri Nirmal Chandrs
Datta (Calcutta University), The Internal Administration of
Lord Curzoy, by H.D.C. D'Souza (Bombay University), Lord
Curzon by Migy L. R. Rastogi (Bombay University), and The

Ad'l.nz'nis.tratio,,' of Lord Curzon by Shri V. C. Bhutani (Delhj
University).

1. 1Ibid. 1945.
2. Proceedings, Indian History Congress. 1946.
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Studying a file of 1868 among the old district records of
Lucknow, Dr. Nandalal Chatterjee brought to light in 1948.
some details illustrating a line of policy proposed by the reve-
nue authorities of Oudh regarding the disposal of villages ‘‘to.
which no one could establish an unquestionable proprietary-
right’’. That year Shri Dasarath Sharma, a Senior Technical
Assistant in the National Archives of India, indicated the
general character and importance of the Proceedings of the
Survey Department, 1867-1873.1 Next year Shri Tapan Kumar
Ray Chaudhury of Calcutta revealed an Old Custom of Estate
Division in Bihar from an interesting record of the Sadar Diwans
Adalat, found in the possession of the Calcutta High
Court.? Dr, H. R. Ghosal threw new light on The famine of
1783-1784 in Bihar chiefly on the basis of some unpublished
English documents discovered by him in the record room of
the Muzaffarpur Collectorate.?> Dr. Nandalal Chatterjee dis-
cussed the question of Oudh Loans in the time of Lord Hgs-
tings and Shri Tapan Kumar Ray Chaudhuri wrote on Rent-
Ewvasion in Bengal in the Seventcen Nimeties.* In 1950 we.
got some interesting papers® on certain administrative matters,
such as Notes on Communication in the Early Nineteenth Cen-
tury, by Shri Arun Kumar Das Gupta, Lecturer in History
in the Central Calcutta College, udh and the Question of
Salt Taz in 1897 by Dr. Nandalal Chatterjes, The Recorder’s-
Cowrt at Madras (1789-1801) and Some of its Findings by Prof,
C. S. Srinivasachari and Visual Telegraph, Calcutta to Chunar,
1816-1828, by Colonel R. H. Phillimore (late Royal Engineers
and Survey of India). Dr. H. R. Ghosal wrote a paper trac-
ing in it briefly the history of the Resumption of Rent-Free.
tenures in British India by the Company s Govt}rmnent between
1819-1830 with special reference to the province of Bihqy®
and Dr. K. N. V. Sastri made a critical review of ¢,
Administration of the Mysore State from 1926 to 1941. Some
years back I wrote a paper on the Genesis of the Diwani grapg
of 1765 and Dr. Nandalal Chatterjee reviewed the question
of Second Oudh loan in the time of Lord Hastings." In 1953
Shri Sushil Chandra De of Orissa State Archives wrote
paper on Salt Monopoly in Orissa and Its Effects During
Early British Rule on the authority of some old Origg,
records. He observed in conclusion that “the introduction of
galt monopoly in Orissa was highly detrimental to the

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1948,
Ibid, 1949.

Ibid.

Proceedins, Indian History Congress, 1949,

Proceeding, Indian Historical Records Commission 1950.
Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1950,

Ibid, 1952,
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interests of the people of Orissa, especially of poorer
-classes”.! Next year Dr. H. R. Ghosal presented 4_Study of
-the Land Revenue Records of Tirhut (1783-1838), discovered
by him in the record room of the Muzaffarpur Collectorate.
A study of these records “reveals’, he rightly observes, very
many important and interesting details in connectl.on with
the land revenue history, not only of Tirhut but of Bihar and
Bengal as a whole”. A few other papers on the admlmst;rg-
‘tive aspect written that year were : The East India
-Company’s Law Courts in the opening years of the 19th Century
by Dr. Nandalal Chatterjee, Some Records on the early British
palicy towards the Tributary Mahals in Orissa by Prof. P.
Mukherjee and The Social and Political bearing of Criminal
Trials in French India in the 18th Century by Dr. R. C.
Mitra.? In 1955 Shri L. P. Mathur, Assistant Archivist,
National Archives, wrote a paper on Land Revenue Settle-
ment in North-West Provinces, 1801-1880. He discussed in it
-different aspects of the problem while tracing the history of
land revenue settlement policy, and has shown how the
‘Government finally abandoned the idea of introducing
permanent settlement in the North-West Provinces®. Dr,
Qeyamuddin Ahmad, Research Fellow, K. P. Jayaswal Insti-
tute, Patna, discussed in a paper the influence of Local
Public Opininon in the appointment of Qanungoes in paragana
Sasaram, Bihar, during the reign of Muhammad Shah. Shri
Sailen Ghose, Assistant Archivist, National Archives of
India, prepared Some Stray Notes of Calcutta Police in 1791,
Prof. Shaikh Abdur Rashid of Muslim University, Aligarh, brg-
ught to light Contemporary Account of Judicial Administration,
-during the time of Wagid Ali Shah of Oudh (1847-1868), Dr,
Sukumar Bhattacharya of TUniversity Grants Commission
wrote an article on Lord Curzon's Impressions of Indigy
Administration 1898-1901, entirely on the authority of the
private letters written by Lord Curzon to ILord George
Hamilton, the Seoretary of State for India from 1895 to
1908, and Shri Nani Gopal Chaudhuri contributed a paper on
Sir George Barlow's Interference in the Internal Affairs of

Hyderabad.*

Dr. Dharma Bhanu's thesis on History and Administration
of the North-Western Provinces, 1801-1858, is a valuable
origional contribution. It describes the administrative
organisation of this area at the various stages from 1801,
Some theses or dissertations relating to the different aspects

Proceedings, Indian H::storlcal Records Commigsion, 1958.
Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1954,

Proceedings, Indian Hgstorlcal Records Commission, 1956.
Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1955.56.
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©f administration have been recently completed and some are
under preparation. So far as my information goes these are
as follows ; British Administration in Assam (1825-45) with
Special reference to the Hill Tribes in the Frontier by Dr. H.
K. Burpurjari (Assam), Some aspects of the Internal Adminis-
tration of Lord William Bentinck by Prof, O. P. Bhatnagar
{Allahabad), Development of Bombay, (1797-1827) by Shrimati
P. S. Bhedwar (Bombay), Madras District Administration
under the East India Company by Mr. K. J. Jacob (Madras),
Early Land Revenue Settlements in the Madras Presidency,
1750-1800 by Shri Narsimha Rao (Madras), Local Administra-
tton in Madras (published by Shri V. Venkat Rao ; Madras),
Land Revenue Administration in the Madras State, 1765-1878,
by Shri S. Krishnamurthy (Madras), 4 study in Some Aspects
-of Administration of the Nagpur State, 1818-1854, by Prof,
Rammohan Sinha (approved for Ph. D. Degree of Nagpur
Uviversity), Indian Railways (1921-1951) by Dr. Amba
Prasad (Delhi), Administration of Lord Northbrook by Shri
Virendra Pal Singh (Delhi), Military History of the East India
Company bejore the Mutiny of 1857 by Shri Amiya Sen
(Calcutta), The Excise Policy of the Government of India, 1858-
1900 by Shri S. C. Bhatnagar (Lucknow), Lord Canning's
Administration (civil side only) by Shri Bhupen Qanungo
(Banaras), Army of the East India Company in the Presidency
-of Bengal, 1756-1824, by Shri J. P. Gupta (Agra), Land
Revenue Administration of the North-Western Province, 1801-
1883, by Dr. R. N. Nagar (Lucknow Uiversity), ddministration
-of the Punjab, 1849-1947, by Shri Guarcharan Singh (Punjab),
Development of Famine Policy ,1858-1918, by Shri Hari
Shankar Srivastava (Agra), Legal History of British India
by Shri M. P. Jain ( Delhi ), Civi Services in India,
1853-1934, by Shri B. S. Khanna (Punjab), Public Administra-
tion in the Punjab by Shri Krishna Narain Malik (Delhi),
Administration of Lord Elgin II by Shri Madan Lal Gupta
(Agra), Local Self-Government in India, 1858-1901, by Shri H.
N. Mathur (Lucknow), Administration of Lord Hastings by Shri
Motilal Jain (Agra), The Administrative System of the East
India Company in Bengal, 1774-1797, by Shri Niranjan Dhar
(Calcutta), Administration of Sir George Barlow in India,
1805-1807, by Shri Nirode Chandra Dhole (Lucknow), The
Internal Administration of Lord Canning by Shri R. C. Pathak
(Allahabad). Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay, by Shri-
mati S. N. Pradhan (Bombay), Military History of India by
Shri Pran Nath Khera (Punjab), Land System in Madhya
Bharat by Shri Prem Prakash (Delhi), Judicial Administra-
dion in  North-Western Provinces, 1773-1857, by Ramkumari
Shastri (Lucknow), History of the Judicial Administration in
the East India Company’s territories in Madras, 1640-1861, by
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Shri K. A. Ramanathan (Madras), Development of the Judicial
System in India, 1838-1858, by Shri Ramesh Chandra
(Lucknow), Social Welfare Administration in Madras State by
P. Sarojini Devi (Madras), Beginnings of Post, Telegraphs and
Telephone Communications in the Andhra Country by Shri M.
Somashekhara Sharma (Madras), The DMayor's Court at
Bombay, 1726-1800, by Shri R. S. Srivastava (Gujrat),
Agrarian  Relations in U.P. in the 19th Century by Shri
Suleka Chandra Gupta (Delhi), Jail ddministration in Madias
with special reference to women and children by G. Sundari
(Madras), Development of Social Legislation in India by Usha
Roy (Allahabad), 4 Short History of the Madras Secretariat
by S. Vijayalakshmi (Madras), Unions and Associations of
Public  Servants with special reference to Madras by N. R,
Visalakshi (Madras), Administration of Lord Curzon by Shri
M. P. Yadev (Agra), Local Sclf-Government in India with
particular reference to Gujrat by Shri S. Satyanarayan Sampag.
rao (Gujrat), Development of the Bombay Municipal Corporatioy,
by Shrimati N. J. Bharucha (Secretariat Record Office, Bombay),
Historical Record of the Early Surveys of India by Colonel R,
H. Phillimore (Survey of India), Police and Judicial System i,
Bengal by Shri Jyotsna Kumar Mitra (West Bengal Recorq
Office), Permanent Settlement in Bengal ; especially on the Doint
of tmposition of tax on agricultwral income by Shri Mihi
Sen (West Bengal Record Office), Risc and Levelopment of
Bombay with special reference to Local Self-Government, Legisiq,.
tion and Administration from 1865-1950 by Shri D. R. Muruge.
shwar (Secretariat Record Office, Bombay), Law and Justice
i British India by Shri Phatik Chandra Raychaudhuri (West
Bengal Record Office), History of Indian Railway Policy 1y
Shri A. Cheriyan (Madras), Social Legislation in the Pungab
by Shri Igbal Nath Chaudhuri (Panjab), Military History of
India, 1859-1918, by Dr. Dharam Pal (Punjab), History
of the Growth and Development of the Posts and Telegraphs
services mzc?cr the East India Company (a Ph. D. thesis of the
Punjab University) by Dr. B. L. Grover, dgrarian Conditions in
Bengal and Bihar on the eve of the Permancnt Settlement by
Shri Ranjit Guha (Caleutta), History of the Indian Armed
Forces between the two World Wars, 1918-1939, by Shri Prem
Nath Khera (Punjab), History of Social Legislation in TIndig
in the 19th Century by Shri Gopal Malaviya (Allahabad)

BRevenue  Administration of Orissa, 1803-1860, by Usl ;
(Utkal)’ HistOTy and Ad f y sha Ray

ministration of the Banaras Province,
1775-1870, by Shri Kashi Prasad Srivastava (Allahabad),
Admwmistrative History of Bengal, 1813-1853, by Shri Anadi

Chandra Banerjee' (West Bengal Record Office), The Adminis-
tration of Lord William Bentink, 1828-1835, by Dr. Dharma.
Bhanu (S. D. College, Muzaffarnagar), Baroda Administration .

r Kumar
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under Raja Sir T. Madhav Rao, 1775-1883; by Shri V. G.
Joshi (Secretariat Record Office, Bombay), History of the Post
Office in India by Shri B. L. Grover (Punjab), India and the
Public International Unions by Shri A. R. Rao (Dethi Univer-
sity), Revenuwe Administration of the East India Company in
the North-Western Provinces. 1835-1858, by Shri Kripa Dayal
Dagg ( Lucknow ), The Internal Administration of Lord
Dalhousie by Shri Girija Shankar Tripathi ( Banaras ),
a oritical study of the Thugs and their activities by Dr.
Hira Lal Gupta, and Suppression of the Thugs in Bihar by
Dr. K. K. Datta, Administrative and Judicial History of Bengal.
from 1793 to 1835 by Shri Subhashsinchan Roy ( Calcutta
University ), Indian Administration (1872-1887) by Shri
Jitendra K. Jain ( Delhi University ), The Government and
Administration wnder Lord Elgin by Shri P. L. Malhotra (Delhi
University ), Earl of Dufferin—his Indian Administration by
Sowmini Raman ( Delhi University ), The Administration of
Lord Lansdowne by Shri Rajesh Kumar Peruverjy ( Delhi
University ), The Growth of Judicial Administration in.
Malabar wunder the British Rule 1792-1861 ( Bombay Univer-
sity) by Shri T. K. Ravindran, Genesis of Legislative Machinery
in  India 1772-1806 ( Bombay TUniversity ) by Kumari R.
Sulochana, ddministrative and Judicial History of Bengal,
1793-1835 by Shri S. Ray (Calcutta University), Some Aspects
of the Indian Administration in the last quarter of the Nine-
teenth century by Shri Dharam Dutt ( Delhi University ),
Changes in the Administrative System of the Punjab, 1849-1875
by Shri Y. B. Mathur ( Delhi University ), Land Revenue
Policy in the North-West Provinces, 1833-1853 by Mohammad
Imtiaz Husain ( Delhi University ), Central Administration of
India, 1835-1843 by Shri Mohan Lal ( Delhi University ),
Central Administration in India, 18566-72 by Smt. 8. Seigal,
Administrative Policies of the Government of Madras 1800-1835.
by Shri S. N. Balasundaram (Madras University), The Internal
Administration of Lord Lytton by Shri V. C. P. Chaudhury
( Patna University ), Organisation of the Army from the
Mutiny to the Great War by Shri K. M. L. Saxena (Punja.b
University), The Administration of Jodhpur State from 1800.
to 1947 by Smt. N. K. Acharya (Rajasthan TUniversity ),
Udaipwr and the East India Company 1877-1857 by Shri B. D.
Sharma ( Rajasthan University ) Udaipur and the British
1857-1947 by Shri D. L. Paliwal (Rajasthan University), The
Administration of Rajasthan from 1858-1949 by Shri K. V.
Viswanathaiah (Rajasthan University), Internal Administration
of Lord Dalhousie by Shri G, S. Tripathi (Saugar University),
History and Administration of Saugar and Narbada Territories
1818-1861, by Shri N. K. Vaidya (Saugar TUniversity) and

7
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British Administration of Orissa, 1850-1900, by Shri A. K. Das
(Otkal University).

i i rer rtaken in the
i he following topics were unde.lta

Agrft}(l)dl;&?er:ﬁy ?—Administratz.on o_f Lord Haspzngsz zd1‘8113:—2.3£

by Shri M. C. Jain, Addministration of India ' 1'7t'c7t’ 07°¢
1L'}I7into 1905-19b1 by Shri B D. Saxen:}, Admzm.? ration of
Justice in the N.W.P. 1858-1901 by Shri P.L. Saxena, Jolin
Malcolm in Madhya Bharat by Shri B. G. Sharma, fll‘hc Ada mings-
tration of N.W.P. under James Thoma;son, 1843-53 by Shri Ix:N.
rivastava, ’ E.a.st India Company's Bcgulatwns regarding
Robbery &.ncl Perjury by Dr. R. C. Mitra of Qhandernagore,
Administration of Lord Auckland, 1836-42 by Shri U. S. Srivas-
tava, Indian Administration of Lord Dufferin, 1884-88 by Smt. V.
hatnagar, Consolidation of Land Holdings by Shri O. P. Gllpta:
and 4 St'z;dy of Revenue History of Kanp'{or, 1801._1921 be Sh.l‘l
R. K. Gupta and Some Features of Famine Administration n
Bihar in 1873 by Shri V. C. P. Chaudhury, Researer Fellow.

- P. Jayaswal Research Institute.

. H. R. Ghosal, Head of the Del’artn}gnt of
His{](n)ryl,g]%(i)l,la1P1UniVersity, disc_:.ussetli the 13rob1err{ of eﬂe'cting
®rmanent Settlement in Tirhut'. Shri Jagdish Raj of
the National Archives, New Delhi, has sf:udled izihe views of
Sir ohn Iawrence about the Qud'h cultlyators. Reference
May be made to Dr. K. K. Basu’s 1;1terest1ng baper on Fayly
Britisy, Administration in Bhagalpur®, Dr. N. K. Sinha hag
rVealed the evidence of an old Qanungo of Hugli, nameq
Tiparam Sinha from an India Office manusecrip

|26 papor, dateq

une, 1776, which givos us a very ¢ ear‘ Picture of

S(S’me aspects of t’he Zamindari system of Bengal from Murshiq
uli '

. to Alivardi’*. Shri Aditya Prasad Jha of Patng
IScusgeq

; hasg
i i ts' Rights
er the question of the Tenan ghts in
engal anlcll] Eilzgil)cb§ter the Permanent Settlement

(1793-1819).

In 1967 Dr. Barun De ( Calcutta ) _eritically examineg in

afpalier the Adrguments of the East-India Company in favour
oF q

. Decentralised Form of Administration in India at the
Yme of 41,0 Passage of Pitt’s India Act, June-July, 1784,
Reference may be made to the papers on An Interesting Tpiq1

ama  Kamati in Bombay in 1720 by Sll}‘l V. S. Kamat
( Bombay )» A Note on the Kotwali of Poona in the last quar-
ter of the eighteenth century by Shri P. L. Saswadkar (Poona),
The oard of Commissioners in the Ceded and  Coriguered
P"ovinces under the East India Company by Dr. N. Nagar

Proceedings Indian Historica! Records Commission, 1960,
Ibiq !

Ibid, 1951,
Ibiq,
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of Lucknow University, The Mutiny of the 47th Bengal Native
Infantry Regiment (1824) by Shrimati Amiya Barat (Calcutta),
Awadh’s Loans to the English East India Company by Shri
K. C, Chaturvedi ( Agra ) and Postal Systems in India by
Dr. B. L. Grover, Lord Carmichael in Bengal by Dr.

Sukumar Bhattacharyal. Indo-British Racial Antipathy during
the Morley-Minto Era by Dr. M. N, Das®, Some unpublished
Bhagalpur Recoras by Dr. K. K. Datta®, The Indian
Currency Problem, 1885-1900, by Dr. Hira Lal Singh*, Founda-
tions of Indian Financial Policy®, A plan for the abolition of
the Supreme Council 1859-1861 by Dr. Hira Lal Singh?, and

The European Officers of the Bengal Native Infantry by Dr.
{ Miss ) Amiya Barat”.

Detailed studies on Indian Administration are now being
conducted in the recently started Institutes of Public
Administration at Delhi and Patna.

As regards the Constitutional aspect, some Indian authors
have produced books of general nature. which are useful for
the average readers. We have, besides these, some origina]
studies, for example, Sir P. C. Sivaswami Ayers Indian
Constitutional Problems, Sardar K. M. Panikkar’s Intrqdaction
to the Study of the Relations of Indian States with tlie
Government of India (1927) and The E—vohftzon of British,
Policy towards Indian States (Calcutta University Readership
Lectures, 1929), Shri Gurumukh Nihal Singh's Landmarks 4y,
India’'s Constitutional and National Development and_ D1
Bisheshwar Prasad’s Origins of Provincial Autonomy, critica)
editions of Indian Constitutional Documents t}nd several we]]
written papers. In 1915 came ouf Shri  Panchanangy
Mukherji's work on Indian Constitutional Documents, editeq
with an introduction. Some years back (1949) Messrs. A
Mukherjee and Co. of Calcutta published three volumes of
Dr. A. C. Banerjee's Indian Constitutional Documents till 1939
In another volume, entitled The Making of the Indian Cong-
titution, by the same author, the documents for the perigq
1989-1947 have been edited. Two other similar works of the
same author are on the Constituent Assembly of India ang o
the Cabinet Mission. ANl these works have been critica))
odited with introductions and are very helpful for studentg of
the subject. Prof. Tripurari Chakravarty of the Caleygy
University has contributed some legrned articles covering thg

}Blgxagal : Past and Present, July-December, 1960
id.

Ibid, January-June, 1961,
Ibid,

Ibid.
Ibid, July-December, 1961
Ibid

apom o



100 RECENT STUDIES

period till 1947 in different issues of the Calcutta Review.
These are :—(1) Parliamentary Privilege : Its application to
Indian Legislatures, (2) The Problem of India’s Constitutional
Status, (3) The Indian Constitution ( of 1935 ) Flexible or
Rigid 2, (4) New Light on the Minto-Morley Reforms of 1909,
(8) India’s Demand for a Constituent Assembly, (6) A Naticn
in Making : The Unity of India, (7) The Reserve Powers of
the Governor and Responsible Government in Bengal, (8) Double
Government of Bergal, (9) The Calcutta Review and the
Problem of Indian Constitutional Reform in the Nineteent),
Century, (10) The Evolution of Political Franchise in British,
India, (11) Lessons from the Constituent Assemblies of the
ominions. Two volumes on Speeches and Documents on the
Indian Constitution from 1921 to 1947 by Sir Mauric Gwyer
and Dr. A. Appadorai were published by the Oxford University
Press in 1957. In the Introduction of .about; Seventeen pages
the learned authors have given a lucld. Summary of )4
important political developments during this period.

We have also good many well written and ecritical articleg
on Indian Constitutional problems from the pen of Prof
D. N. Banerjee of Calcutta University, most of which .
been published in the Modern Review. Sowe of these ar

he Rajagopalachari Formula and the Congress (1944
Negotiations and After (1944-1945), The Sapry
and leading Principles of a New Constitutian for Indig
(1946), The Swiss System of Government and itg Applicabilst,,
to India (1946), 4 Note on Fundamental Rights and Oonstitu{
tional Safeguards (1947).

. A book of mine on India’s March to Freedom, dealin
with the period from 1939 to 1947, was published by Orienf
Longmans Ltd. in 1949,

Some papers on this aspect have been contributeq 1,
ndian scholars in the course of the last few years. In 1940 ag
article on the Board of Control was written

by Dr. Py
Chandra' In 1953 Dr. S. Gopal threw f rakash

resh light on 4}
elations between the Governor-General, the Cabinet and t;zg

ourt of Directors during Lord Ellenborough's temyye of Office
by studying some original records in the Britigh Museum ?
n his hook on The Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon Dr. §.
50pal has tried to present a critical account of thege
highly stirring years in the history of India, and his work
on the Viceroyalty of Lord Irwin is an important contribu-
tion based on original papers. Some theses or dissertationsg

completed or under preparation are,—Madras Legislature,

ha.Ve
e —0

)) The
Committee

1. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1940,
2. Ibid.
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1861-1903, by Shri K. C. Markandan, States and Civil
Liberty wn  India, 1878-1947, by Shri M. Sreenivasan
(Aligarh), Democracy in Practice tn India by Shri Umar Wadia
Mahesh Batubhai ( Gujrat ), Development of the Doctrine of
Paramountcy by Shri Antia Jamshed Phiroz (Gujrat), Growth
of Indian Judiciary by Shri Akshoy Kumar Ghosal (West
Bengal Record Office), Presidentship of Indian Legislative
Assembly by Ramesh Narain Mathur (Delhi), Centralised Legis-
lation in the Government of India, 18.3-1861, by Shri 8.
Venkata Desikachar (2 Ph. D thesis of the Delhi University),
Growth and Development of  Governor-General's Ezecutive
Council 1958-1919, by Shri R. B. S. Jain ( Agra ), The
Imperial Legislative Council of India, 1861-1901 by Dr.
Paramatma Saran (Agra University Ph. D thesis), The Secre-
tary of State for India—A Historical Survey by Shri E.
Suryanarayan Murty (Andhra Univorsity thesis), Presidentship
of the Indian Legislative Assembly by Shri R. N. Mathur
(Dellii University), The Origin and Development of the Second .
Chamber in India by Shri Radha Gobinda Kar ( Caloutta
Univorsity).

Relations between the Indian States and the British
Government form a subject of immense importance in the
history of modern India. How Lord Hastings sought to esta-
blish British paramountcy over them has been well narrated
by Dr M. S. Metha in his work on Lord Hastings and the
Indian States. In 1910 came out a volume on the Native
States of India by Mr. Lee Warner, who had long experience
of Indian affairs. The subject was oritically studied after
some years by Shri K. M. Panikkar in his two learned works,
entitled Introduction to the Study of the Relations of Indian
States with the Government of India (1927) and Evolution of
British Policy towards Indian States 1774-1858 (Calcutta
.University Readership Lectures 1929), The Indian States
Committee, usuall@'known as the Butler Committee from the
name of its Chairman, Sir Harcourt Butler, was appointed
in December, 1927, to enquire into the relationship between
the Government of India and the Indian States and “‘to make any
recommendations that the Committee may consider desirable or
necessary for their most satisfactory adjustment.” The Reporg
of this Committee is an important document. A contribution
on this subject has been made by Shri G. N. Singh in hj
book on Indian States and British India. Dr. Raghubir Sink:s
has discussed the position of the Indian States in the pro a

: : . posed
Federation according to the Act of 1935in a volume entitled
The Indian States and Federation.

The position and status of the Indian ‘Stateg have been
entirely transformed in free India since 1947 through the
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brocesses of merger and integration. In 1949 I wrote some-
thing about it in n;gy book on ‘“‘India’s March to Freedom.” Shri
V. P. Menon has made a valuable contribution in his volume
on The Integration of the Indian States puthh.ed in March,
1956. End of an Era by Shri K. M. Munshi, who had a
leading role in Hyderabad affairs, is another important work
containing detailed information about its post-1947 relations
with the Government of India. ) .
ome works on this subject under preparation during
the last few years are Baroda's Political Relations with Central
Government, 1875-1920 by Shri V. K. Chavada (M. S. Univer-
sity of Baroda), Lord Wellesley and the Indian States by'].)r.
arma Bhanu, Relations of Scindia Dynasty with the Bn‘tzshv
Power in Indig by Shri H. K. Kodesia (Agra University),
Belations between the East India Company and Bharatpur by
Shri G. s. Vashishtha (Agra University), The Central Indiay
States and the British Crown, 1858-1905, by Shri C. B,
Upadhyaya (Banarag Hindu University), The Doctrine ot Lapse
and Lord Dalhousie by Shri K, K. Sen Gupta (Caleutty
University), Government and the Indian States, 1880-1905,
Y Smb. J. Kaur (Delhi University), The Relations betwee,
Travancore and the British East India Company and the Britig),
eru{n, 1600-1900 by Mr P. G. Edwin (Kerala University),
B‘rzt.zsk ERelations with the Punjab Hill States 1808-1949 by
Shri 8§, g, Lal (Punjab University), British Relations with
Indore, 1809-1858 by Shri J. P. Saksena ( Saugar Univer.
sity ), British Relations with the states of Bundelkhand and
agelkhand, 1836-1842, by Shri K. Jha ( Saugar University ),
British, Belations with =~ Gwalior, 1802-1161, by Sri G.
Sharma ( Saugar University ). Travancore and the Carnatig
1('"' the XVIIT century by Shri A. P. TIbrahim Kunjy
Tlvandrum), Ty, Becords Relating to the Administration
% Lravancore iy th, 19th century by Shri P. David Thomasg
,Trlvandrum). Some letters relating to the Correspondence:
etween It Osborne and Dewan Dinbandh Bahadur of Rewe
Abinash Chandra Srivastava (Rewn), Extract from a
b 4 tratap Singh (of Kashmir) to Lord Lansdowne by
r. Dilip Kumay Ghose, The Background of Diplomatic Contact
between the Gaikwar and the East India Company by Shri
Sanka.r Kupaar Datta of Calcutta, Bhopal State’'s Political
Relations wiy, Blast India Company (1818-1825) by Shri
Igbal Kaul of Bhopal, 4 Study in British Paramountcy—
Baroda, 187475 by Shrimati M. P. Kamerkar (Bombay).
DI‘: R. P Sh&stri has obtained & Ph. D Degree of the
Rajasthan University for his thesis on Zalim Singh of Kotah.
Four other thegeg prepared under the auspices of the same
University are Rajasthan between the two World Wars by
Shri P. 8. Choudhry, @romih of Administration in Bikaner,
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1818—1939 by Shri B. P. Gupta, Inter-State Relations in
Rajasthan. 1669—1818 and Bharatpur’s Struggle for Indepen-
dence by Shri V. P. Sehgal, The Rajput States and the East
Indie Co., from the close of the 18th century to 1820 by Shri
Sukumar Bhattacharya ( Caleuttta University), British
Government and the Indian States, 1880—1905, by Shri
Joginder Kaur (Delhi University), British Relations with the
Princely States of Orissa (1803—1887) by Bejoy Chandra
Bhanja Deo (Delhi University), The Relations of the House
of Bikaner with the Central Powers from 1465—1949 by Shri
Karam Singh (Bombay University). Dr. Hira Lal Gupta
has recently contributed two interesting papers on (a)

Dungarpur Succession in 18461 and (b) Kotah Succession
Affairs, 1820—18382,

1, Journal of Indian History, April. 1959.
2. Ibid, December, 1959,



SECTION VI
ECONOMIC CONDITION

Over and above all is the supremely 1mport.&nt ' task1 OF
Preparing a true history of the people ‘of Indl-tm.smce hor
contact with the West. Their esonomic condition, _5001531
life, education, literature and cultm:e. must be studled_ in
details with due emphasis on orlgu?a.l sources. Gemps,
judgement and technique of master-artists must . I)e. app}led
to the outcome of investigations conducted on scientific lines
by zealous and well-trained scholars to draw ou‘t an accurate
picture of the varied aspeots of life of the teemmg: millions of
India during the eventful periods of modern . hlstory. We
must try, by the application of proper methods of l]lstorlqul
research, to ascertain, ag perfectly as possible, the materig]
conditions and economic resources of the common man, the
tillers of the soil, the workers in the looms and the ordinay

day-labourers, and also the nature and extent of our country’y
mercantile and financial transactions, so that knowledge of the
Past can be fruitfyl

ly utilised for the formation of sound rlang
01 economic reconstruction. ‘

The importance of the study of modern India’s economic
history was well realised by the great pioneer writer, the late
Mr. R. C. Dutt, who opened our eyes to it through his highly
valuable works, entitled India under Early British Rule, Indiq
i the Victorign, Age, Famines and Land Assessments 4n, Indiq.

ubsequently some others devoted themselves to th
o ;

e study
this aspect, and the few important works that have come
out are ommercial Relations between India and Ingland
and Industrial Deg

ine of India by Dr. Balkrishna, Economse

nnals of Benggl (1927) by Dr. J. C. Sinha, three volumes
of Dr. P. N. anerjea, viz. Indian Finance in the days of
the Bast Ind;q Company (1928), 4 History of Indian Taza.
tion (1930), Fjscqy Policy in India_(1922), Major B. D,
Basu’s Ruin of Indian Trade and Industrics (1985), Trade,

ariffs and Transport (1928) by Prof. K. T. Shah, Indigenous
Banking 45, India (1922) by Shri L. C. Jain, Early Ewropean
Bankiny in Ing;,, (1927) by Dr. H. Sinha, Studies in the
History of the Bengal Subah : Social and Economic (1935)
by Dr. K. K. Datta, Indo-British Economy, Hundred Years
Ago by Dr. N, q. Sinha, Industrial Evolution of India 4
Modern Times (1938) by' §lri D. R. Gadgil, Forsign Trade of
India since 187¢ by Dr. P. Ray, Growth of Trade and
Industry ©n Modern Indiq by Vakil, Bose and Deolalkar,
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Social Background of Indian Nationalism by Dr. A. R. Desai
{(1948), und The Ewvolution of Indian Industries by Shri R.
Chaudhuri. In 1950 the Patna TUniversity published a very
important work on economic history, entitled Economic Trans:-
tion in the DBengal Presidency (1793-1833) by Dr. H. R.
‘Ghosal of I.. S, College of Muzaffarpur. This volume is
based on a comprehensive study of all kinds of original
documents and has deservedly earned high appreciation of
gcholars. “The period from 1793 to 1833"', writes the author
significantly, “‘formed a momentous epoch in the history of
India. It was marked by changes of far-reaching consequence
which vitally affected the social and political conditions
of the Indian people. In the midst of these mighty changes
the eighteenth century saw its burial and the nineteenth
gentury its birth. In other words, the era was the meeting-
ground of two different sets of historical forces, a link
between the old and the new’’. The author has carefully
and critically examined all these changes, which caused a
veritable economic revolution in our country. In 1954 Dr.
Sukumar Bhattacharya (University Grants Commission)
brought out a volume on The East India Company and the
Economy of Bengal from 1704 to 1740. He has based his
account on the Fort William Consultations, or the Bengal
Public Consultations, as they are oalled, which ‘‘recorded the
day to day transactions and developments of the Company’s
affairs in Bongal’’ and have been carefully preserved in the
India Office Library (now the Commonwealth Relations
Office). The idea of preparing such a work struck me when
I studied in the thirtees of this century copies of such
records, found in the Imperial Record Department (‘now
National Archives of India), and I wrote a relevant paper
on Some wnpublished English Letters relating to the History
of Bengal during the regimes of Shujauddin and Sarfaraz for
the seventeeth session of the Indian Historical Records
Commission, hold at Baroda in December, 1940. I am grati-
fied that the idea has materialised through the efforts of my
friend Dr. Bhattacharya, whose work forms » valuable contri-
bution to our studies on ‘I‘ndias economic history. He hag
rightly pointed out that “the period undor review was a
crucial one, for it was this period which saw the changes and
developments that led to Plassey in 1757.”

We get also a critical study of Indo-British egonomic
rolation between 1818-1833 in Dr. Amalesh Tripathi’s book
on Trade and Finance in the Bengal Presidency (1793-1833,)
published by Orient Longmans, Calcutta, in 1956. Shri Tara-
sanker Banerjee ( Calcutta University ) has written a thesis
on Inland Trade of India (1834-1900).
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Economic History of Bengal from Plassey to Permanent Scttle-
ment Vol.1 by Dr. N. XK. Sinha was published by the author
in 1956. It is a learned contribution based on origin.al records.
Volume II of this book dealing with ‘‘economic-social history
and administrative practices of a period of transition  has come
out recently. Dr. A. V. Raman Rao’s book on The Fconomic
Development of Andhra Pradesh, 1766-1957, was published by
the Popular Book Depot, Bombay, in 1958. Written in four
parts, this work presents a general account of the economic
condition of this area for a period of two hundred years. Dr.
V. A. Narain’s Ph. D. thesis of the London University on
Jonathan Duncan and Varanasi was published by Firma K.L.
Mukhopadhyay af Calcutta in 1959. It is a valuable work
based on both official records and private papers, which con-
tains a detailed account of the life and career of Jonathan
Duncan upto 1795 when he left Banaras to take up his new
post as Governor of Bombay. In Chapters IV-VI we get a
critioal discussion about Duncan’s esonomic policy (1785-95),
Justice, Liaw and Order, and Duncan and Indian society. In
the same year this Publisher brought out a volume of Studies
in the Economic and Social Devolopment of Modern India : 1843-
56, which also was a Ph. D. thesis submitted in tho London
University by Dr. M. N. Das of Cuttack. In ten chapters
and conclusion this work contains a detailed account of the
economic and social changes during the administration of
Lord Dalhousie, which, as the author rightly points out,
forms “a significant period of the modern Indian history”,
A book of mine, entitled Survey of India’'s Social Life and
Economic Condition in the Eighteenth Century (1707~1813,)
was published by Firma K. L. Mukhopadhyay in 1961,

We can also refer to some papers contributed during the
last three decades on the different aspects of Indias economje
condition. In a paper on The English Monopoly in Indign
Spices, written in 1937, Dr. Balkrishna indicated how the
English secured monopoly of Indian spices by the end of the
18th century and for “fifty years this monopoly was develop-
ed by securing exclusive rights of purchase and sale of Pepper
from the princes of the Malabar, so that in the beginning of
the 19th contury both Indian and Furopean merchants were
excluded from purchasing pepper in the territories of the
western coast of India.””! In 1940 Dr. J. C. Sinha reviewed
the Economic condition of the Ceded Districts from 1800 to
1807.2 In about two years, Shri B. B. Chakravarty traced
in a paper the Introduction of tea-plantation in India.® In

1. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1987
2, Ibid, 1940.
8. Ibid, 1942.
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1945 Dr. H. R. Ghosal brought to light some facts regarding
Danish  Trade in Bengal at the close of the 18th cenmtury and
Shri U. N. Sarkar (of Imperial Record Department) contribu-
ted a paper on The Merchandise of Peshawar and of the:
Neighbouring Markets in 1838.1 Next year Dr. H. R. Ghoshal
studied some old documents relating to Saltpetre Manufacture
e Bihar in the early nineteenth century and Khan Chaudhury
A. Ahmeod ( of Cooch Behar ) wrote on Slavery in North-East
India.® In 1948 Dr. A. C. Banerjee (of Calcutta University):
veviewed India’s Trade with Turkestan in 1873 on the basis
of some records of the National Archives, and Dr. H. R.
Ghosal gave 'an account of Indo-South African Trade 1797-
1819.? Next year Dr. Amalesh Tripathi (Calcutta) wrote
a paper on Some 7reflections on the East India Company s
Charter of 1818.* We had in 1951 a paper on Trade Union
-Spirit  among the weavers of Bengal towards the close of the
eighteenth century by Dr. H. R. Ghosal, and another paper on
Political and Commercial Relations of the French in India
before 1777 by Shri R. C. Mitra®. In 1953 I indicated in
my study of An Old village Survey Report how valuable mate-
rials for the study of economic conditions of our old villages.
can be gleaned from such reports®. A similar paper was.
written in 1954 by a Research Fellow of mine, Shri Qeyamuddin
Ahmad.” 1n 1954 Dr. H. R. Ghosal wrote a paper on Indo-
Portugues Commercial relations in the early nineteenth century®,
and next year? he studied some records relating to The
Company’s Commercial Residencies in the Bengal Presidency.
In 1956'° he discussed the activities of the Americans in East
India Trade (1794-1819). Some theses in progress are Studies
in Socio-Economic and cultural History of Delki by Shri K. L.
Sachdev, (Agra University), Economic History of Tamil Dis-
tricts, Early British Period, by Shri K. K. Krishna (Poona),
Social and Economic conditions in the Punjab in the nineteenth
century by Shri Mahesh Chandra (Punjab), Inter-Asiatic Trade-
in 17th and 18th centuries by Manu Dutt (Caloutta), Economic
Devolopment of Hyderabad, 1921-50, by Nagalakshmy Venkata-
swamy (Delhi), Indo-British Relations in the Economic Field by
Shri Satya Narain (Delhi), Social and Economic Conditions of
Bengal in the 18th Centwry by Shri Ranjit Guha (West Bengal

1. 1Ibid, 1945..

2. 1Ibid, 1946.

8. Ibid, 1948 (Delhi).

4. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1949,

6. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1951,
6. 1Ibid, 19568.

7. 1Ibid, 1954.

8. Proceedings, Indian History Congress, 1954.

9. Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission. 1955.
10. Ibid, 1956.
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Record Office), Socio-Economic History of Midnapur, 1760-1803,
by Shri Narendra Nath Das ( Calcutta ), Indo-Chinese Trade
Relations, 1750-1850, by Shri Kamal Kumar Ghatak (Calcutta),
Social and Economic Survey of N. W. P. by Shri S. N. Sinhg
-Jointly with Shri Radhe Shyam (Central Record Office. Allg.
habad), Socio-Economic Conditions in India in the 18th and
19th centuries by Khwaja Ahmed Farugi (Delhi), Private Qoyn_
mercial Dealings of East India Company, 1757-67 (Nationa]
Archives, New Delhi), Economic Deviopment o,f dssam by Shyj
- N. Sharma (Delhi University), Egonomw Impact of the
West on Indian Industries by Dr. Hira Lal Gupta and the
baper on Sir Louis Mallet’s Mission to Lord Northbrook g,
the question of the Cotton Duties by Dr. Lalit Guijral, Ey;.
ence of some correlations of Rents and Prices in Bilar Undes
¢arly British Rule by Shri Ranjit Guha, Some Unpublisheg
ocuments relating to Horse and Cattle Breeding in Tirhay
(1794-1804) by H. R. Ghosal, The Surveys and Operatioy, a
. il- Assam (1826 t
the  Petroleum Springs and Oil-Beds in v (1826.58)
r. H. K. Barpujari, The British Indzcm_ Asfocza,tz.on and thz
Indigo Disturbances im Beng:l by Shrimati Sujaty Ghoﬂh
(Caleutta), Cultivation of Cotton in Bengal by Dr. Bayy,
Manchestcr, India Office and the Tariff antrovmsy_ 1858‘188&’
by Dr.  Amalesh Tripathi, The Company’s Saltpetre oeS2
I Bihar : A4 Historical Sketch based on unpublished B eNye
by Dy, H. R. Ghosal, Some unpublished records :°Tds
gt“te of Currency in Bihar by Dr. Jate Shankay Tha f;’];ze
uggle for Trade in South-East Asia and Indig ’T‘ e
Wl Malaya and Tndonesia (3793 1819) by Shyi 1 s T'rade
Mengey of Katihar College Bihar, 4 h “. asanta Tl
- Wtation iy Uttar Pmd'.l' I ke Beporiment at To
mﬂuencing India's abil; b8 by Dl Dharma  Bhenu, Factors
Cotto wport 1 VWY 0 maintain its dlonopoly of the
(Madras) vt Trade aftey 1848 v Dr. Frenise A. Logan
by )y The System, by D, renise A, 088
C})mshrl Sureng, of Indigo Cultivation in North Monghyr
Singercial g e rastmd Sinha (Patna), Early BBri}tlzsh:
8, 0 Japan by Prof. Shyam Beharl
H? ghlnes@, Thfo:gz’ Muz“ffal‘pur), zttamptcd Traffic with
(1a2Xpujyp n the North-Bast Frontier (18.31-3’8) by Dr.
Nag;, 1 80-84) Economic Moasyres of Lord Ripon's Govern-
raggq % ngross o d“ Sunil Kumar Sen (Caloutta), The Indian
Patna U an . The Problem of Poverty by Dr. Blmlt}
2 Chq Siversity), angd Indians in East Africa by Shri
1 bing ¢, undu (Caloutts,), Original works on certain
o Ca]cuttn la’g oconomis history are under prepara- -
(1858 cal po University. MThese are Some aspects of
z'J -1895) by €U with special reference to Tariff Polg.oy
Story of Bengg; M1 Sabyasachi Bhattacharya, Agrarian
i ama 6711 the  second half of the 19th century
1attopadha,y, Indigo Plantation in Bengal—



ECONOMIC CONDITION 108-

Its politioal, economic and social effets by Shri Amalendu
De, Agrarian Conditions in Bengal from 1885 to the beginning of
the 20th century by Shri Saugata Mukherjee, Economic Develop-
ment of India (1880-1914) by Shri Sunil Kumar Sen, British
Trade in the Bombay Presidency (1787-1833) by Shri
Suprovat Kumar Sen, and The Agrarian History of Bihar
(1757-1793) by Shri Pradip Sinha. In the Delhi TUniversity
some scholars have been engaged in original studies on the-
following topics,—History of Indigo Plantations in India in
the 19th  century by Bharati Roy, Devclopment of
Trade and Industry in Northern India (1833-1860) by Shri
Surqsh Chandra Sehgal, and The Economic Policies of Indian
National Leadership by Shri Bipin Chandra. In his papers
on I}Ialabar in 1740 and The Makings of Travancore® Dr.
Ashim Das Gupta of Caloutta has examined the development-
of trade in Malabar in the eighteenth century.

19‘15.1 Bengal : Past and Present, July-December, 1960 anq July-December.



SECTION VII
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL

The nineteenth century proved to be a ma.rvgll_ously clegtlv?
'age, marked not only by the growth of new political colljsc10111$
‘ness in human minds in different parts of the world but a.sg
by brilliant achievements in the doma.m.of knowled&fo. Varled
‘eurrents of thought and wonderful trluugphs _ot' science la‘?
-culture causing a remarkable transformation in soqlal ‘1 e.

In spite of India’s political dependence, one can notice from
the early vears of the 19th century the advent of new force§,
which being nourished by various influences, caused a.f splendid
-awakening of Indian minds, « luxuriant unff)ldu;\gf 1o Ind}a s
intellect in manifold petals, and the renovation o 3;31_' {soclﬁty

Y the purging of those evils and anomaheq \éncl ad
‘aCcumulated through unwholesome and qdverse in }i{endces of

8 Dpreceding periods, particularly during the dar ays of

the eighteenth century.

The birth of the new age, and its progress on various
nes, weyre caused and facilitated by certain faqtors, exotic
yivell as indigenous. These were India’s ,6rowing - contact
With the West, full of vitality in knowledge, ideas and actions.
2.8 inspiring political and scientific thoughts of master-minds
like acon, Locke, Voltaire, Burke, Bentham, Mill ang
ewton, ang the hu,manitarian ideas of the phllantlll’oplsts like

ilberfoyee and his f{riends, which penetrated Into  this
Sountry through various agencies, created stimulating forceg

mléavour of progressive changes in Government, society ang
“Culture,

But ng reform can be successful unless there is algo an
urge from

ur WIEhin for it. By a happy coincidence of evantg,

18 too appeared in India at this time due to a spirit of
Tehaissange o, % new consciousness, seeking to discover
“GOrrectly o) 9 reveal the true glory and majesty of her past
Culture gnq hus ingpiring successive generations for onward
march, Mingling ~ of the progressive ideas of the West and
the reviyeq classical lore of India produced brilliang results
In the sphereg of society and culture. The Indian Reforma.
tion Movements of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
and Indian Dationalism have accelerated further progress in
these  regpeqts, In fact, the mnew India of today is

“the culmination of the various processes generated and fostered
-by these forces.
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Study of this aspect of our modern history is indeed
highly fascinating and instructive. For it we can glean
precious materials from the Reports of the Social Conferences
which met along with the annual sessions of the Indian
National Congress, the Reports and Presidential Addresses of
the Indian National Congress from year to year, Reports and
other publications regarding the activities of the Brahmo Samag,
the Prarthana Samaj, the Arya Samaj, the Ramkrishna Mission
and the Vivekananda Movement, and the Servants of India
Socicty, etc., Memoirs, autobiographies and biographies of those,
who were the leaders of these activities from Rammohan to
Mahatma Gandhi, are also full of relevant .inforl_na.t.ion of
great interest. Writings of the Christian missionaries, then
working in India, contain accounts of Indian social life, which
can be utilised with due care and scrutiny. Old mewspapeis
and journals, Consus Reports and other state papers supply
us with valuable materisls. One must also study carefully
the different literatures of modern India for Prober apprecia-
tion of her sooial changes. Literature 1S indeed the most
ruthless mirror of a country's life.

It is gratifying t0 note that Indian s"hoh}rs e poen
devoted t0 study of this aspect for some yearsI. ln myh M olume
on the Bengal Subah, already referred 10 ‘;V?g .“‘2‘1 to
present a picture of the State of 0ducat&0’l‘ g id- o'czlat Lije
in Bengal in the transitional years of the 1111]11 16£19g3:3 o
century by a scrutiny of all available sources-t,on and Sca.n_ne
out another book of mine, entitled Edufaozwl‘itten o e
Amelioration of women in Pre-Mutiny Imlmfl 8'a.ss. contem . -the
authority of various original sources. sue rds ' contempmary
unpublished and published English ?ec%nglish and Bl)ora,ry
histories, pamphlets, tracts etc. both mttes and e .en'gal.l,
contemporary journals, magazines, gaze or autobi w?“s o
English as well as Bengali, and blog.mphlez ring tl l:glapbles
of eminent personalities who ﬁOlI}'lShed usefies laf periog,
In February-March, 1950, I delivered 3L i of lectureg
under Mahadeo Hari Wathodkar Memorla}l eé: utlles sch.eme of
the Nagpur University, which soon publishe ) Ile;g in ghe
form of book of the title Dawn of Rc,?a.sccil« 7? ‘. After
ocarefully utilising all kinds of relevant 01’1811113 sources, I 15y,
discussed in it the beginnings of those ¢ 1a§1fies o Indian
society, education and thought which .ultlmﬂ':[e ); tr&nSformed
her into the new India of modern t1D€S: Ta Written
some chapters describing Indian social life from 1707 to 1813,
in my work, entitled Survey of India's social Life and Econ
Condition in the Eighteenth century.

Some years back Dr, V. P. §. Raghuvansi (now on ghe
staff of the History Department of the University of Saugar)

omic
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obtained Ph. D. Degree of the Allahabad University on the-
merit of a thesis on Indian Social life 1750-1813, from
European Sources. He is at presant engaged in the prepara-
tion of another work on Indian Society in the 19th century
as affected by European influences. Dr. G. S. Sahay (of
Christian College, Lucknow) wrote for his Ph. D. Degreo a
thesis on Christian Missionaries and Indian Education by-
utilising for it Government records and vreports of the
Christian missionaries. In 1956 a colleague of mine, Dr.
Rai Shivendra Babadur (of Nalanda College, Bihar Shariff,
Bihar) was awarded the Ph. D. Degree of the Patna TUni-
versity on the merit of his thesis on Indian Social Lifc and
Education (Female) from 1813-1856. In 1961 Dr. Jata Shankar
Jha, a Research Fellow of the K. P. Jayaswal Research
Institute, Patna, was awarded Ph. D. Degree of the Patna
University on the merit of a thesis on Education in Bihay-
(1818-1859). This work, prepared after a careful study of
different kinds of unpublished and published sources, presents.
a comprehensive and detailed study of the state of Education
in Bihar from 1813 to 1859. Both these dates are highly
significant not only in the political history of India, but also.
from social and cultural points of view. As a matter of fact,
this period was marked by momentous changes in India's.
social life and in the condition of her education and culture,
The works noted in this para have not been yet published.

Reference may be made to the articles contributed during
the recent years by Indian scholars regarding this aspect of
our life. In 1987 Dr. K. R. Qanungo (lately Head of the
Depurtmenb of History, Lucknow TUniversity) threw S0me-
side-light on the History of Benares, Political and Social,
from 4 study of the Selections from the Peshwa Dafter?,
In 1939 Prof. C. V. Joshi (of Baroda) wrote on Social Reform
under Maharaja Anandrao Gaikwad®. In 1942 Dr. B. S. Baliga
(Curator, Madras Records Office) contributed a paper on
Humanitarian Ideas in Madras, 1800-1835, and Dr. K. K.
Basu (Professor, T. N. J. College, Bhagalpur) gave an account
of some Sati cases.? In 1945 Dr. P. C. Gupta (of Calcutba
Un}Vgrsity) prepared a note on the Early Proceedings of the
Asiatic Society of Bengai.* In 1948 we had a paper on Some

aspects  of Education in Madras in the Early Ninetcenth
Century from Dr. B. S. Baliga. In 1953 Dr. H. K, Barpujari
( of Assam ) brought to light some documents relating to.

Proceedings, Indian Historical Records Commission, 1987.
TIbid, 1989.
Ibid, 1942.
Ibid, 1945.
Ibid, 1948.

SR otom
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Education in Assam in the Early Days of the Company.’ Next

"year Shri S. C. Gupta (of National Archives, New Delhi)
discussed Some Views on Moral Education culled from the
Records of the Government of India. In 1960 Firma K. L.
Mukhopadhyay published a book, entitled Glimpses of Bengal
% the Nineteenth Century by Dr.R.C. Majumdar. It consists.
of three learned lectures delivered by this eminent historian
at the Visvabharati, Santiniketan, on certain important aspects
of Bengal's history during the creative period of the nineteenth.
century.

Some theses recently completed or under preparation,
relating to Indian society and culture in modern times are :.
A Chapter of the Early History of Education in Bombay
Presidency by Shri R. N. Jog (deposited in the Seoretariat
Record Office, Bombay), Education in Gujrat during the first.
half of the mineteenth century by Shri R. K. Pathak (Baroda,
deposited in the Seoretariat Record Office, Bombay), Social
Legislation in  DMysore, 1850-1919, by S. Anasuya (Mysore),
Beginning of Western Education in Assem by Bena Deka
(Delhi University), Social Conditions in Northern India in the
Second half of the 19th century with special reference to the.
vosition of women by Kum. S. Dua (Delhi University), Social and’
Economic History of the Punjab wnder the Sikhs, 1800-1849,
by Shri Joti Ram Gupta (Punjab), Social and Economic History
of the Punjab, 1839-1901, by Shri Gurubaksh Singh (Punjab),
Social and Economic History of the Punjab, 1900-1950, by
Shri Gurdial Singh (Punjab), History of Women's Education,
1880-1935, by Miss Labanya Bose (Allahabad), Social Life
i Northern India ¢n the first half of the n;neteenth century
by Lalita Panigrahi (Delhi University), Social qnd Cultural
History of Rajputana from 1500-1800 by Shri Nath Ram
Khadgawat, University Education in India from 1850-1954 by
Shri B. N. Pandeya (Delhi University), 4n Educational
Survey of the Thana District, Bombay State, by Shri N. R.
Parsinis (Bombay), Indian Society in the Eighteenth Century
by Sarala Baijal (Delhi University), History of Education in
India during 1904-1937 by Shri R. C. Srivastava (Allahabad),.
Development of Social Legislation in India since 1858 .by Miss
Usha Roy (Allahabad), 4 Source Book of the History of
Education in the Bombay Province by Shri R. V. Paruckar
(Bombay), Socigl Legislation in the Pungab by Shri Igbal
Nath Chaudhurj (Punijab), History of Social Legislation in India
2 She 19th Century by Shri Gopal Malaviya (Allahabad),
Bengal  Renaissance, 1800-1854 by Amitabha Mukherjee
(C"‘l?u“a), Social Welfare Administration i Madras by Sarojini
Devi (Madras), Control of Primary BEducaticn in India with
special reference 4o U. P. by Shri Satya Prakash (Allahabad).

_ ~

1, Ibid 1958,
8
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History of Missionar, Educational Enterprise in India by Shri
J. C. Sehgal (Punjabi Art Education in India, 1840-1900, by
Shr% M. R. Achrekar (Secretariat Record Office, Bombay),
Social life i N W. P. 1805-1858, by Shri Onkar Prasad
Bhatnagar (Central Record Office, Allahabad), 4 CO’”P_“"’““"’"
Study of the Socio-Religious Customs of the Hill T ribes of
As,sa"_”' by Shri Tajendra Chandra Das ‘(Assam), Christian
Missionary Activities during the time of the East India Company
oy Mr. G. 8 Franklin (Lucknow University), Religious Life
" India at the advent of British Rule by Dr. V. P. S.
Raghuvansi, Religious Movements of the 19th century with.
Special reference to Radha Swami Sect by Shri A. P. Mathur
(Agra University), Hstory of Education in U. P., 1835-1846,
by Kum. §. Srivastava (Agra University), Muslim Society in
orthern India in the 18th century by Muhammad Umar
ligarh Muslim University), Role of Women.zn_Indian Social
Reform, by Smt. U. Raina (Allahabad University), Harijan
Problem 4y, India, 1900-1947, by Shri G. P. Saksens (Allaha-
bag University), History of Vernacular Education in Bengal
i the 19¢p century by Shri N. L. Basak (Calcutta' Unversity),
Social ang Beligious Reforms in Bengal in the First Half of
€  Nineteenth, century by Shri Amitabha Mukhopudhyay
(Caleutty, University), Education in U. P. 1853-1900, by.
Kum. . Mishra (Lucknow University), Educational Policies
*n the Madrqs Preside-cy, 1800-1900, by Shri M. Sargurudass
(Magrqg University), Social Aspects of British Rule in Gugrat
by Shri M. J. Mehta (University of Baroda), Social and
Qucationg] Amelioration of Women in Post-Mutiny India,
857-1947 by Sudha Rani ( Punjab University ), History of
E@ucation i the Madhya Pradesh, 1858-1900, by A, C.
I1Vastayy ( Saugar University ), and Social Reforms in Orissa
“Ting British Rule by Shri N. R. Hota ( Utkal University 2,
Jidence  of unpublished Documents on E. E. Trevelyan’s
Ideas o, Education by Shri V. N. Datta,  Compiler,
Gazettee, Unit, New Delhi, Education in the Dar.
bhangq, Raj 1880-1900, by Dr. Jata Shankar Jha, Early
Thoughts of the British Government to suppress Human Sacri-
oo M the Ghumsar Hill Tracts of the Gamjam District of
O"issa. 1533-1345 by Sri S. C. De, The Native Education
Stag™ i Delhi in 1824 by Shri Krishna Lal ( Jalisar ),
Vernaculgy Education in the Patna sttrzct by Sh}'l
J adl;nandan Prasad ( Patna ), Standards of Social Morality in.
India at th, advent of British Rule by Dr. V. P. 8. Raghu-
vansi ( Rajasthap University ), The Byotwari Settlement and
the Institution of caste in the Madras Presidency (1792-1827),
V Dr. Nilmani Mukherjee of Burdwan University, 1]'5161.
Census of the Delhi Territory, 1823, by Shri ]Kr%},"‘mt tah
Jalisar ), Sanskrit Equcation in Bengal in the Ninateon
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century by Shri R. C. Mitra ( Caleutta ), TWall-Paintings at
Baharu ( 19th century ) in the District of Twenty-four Par-
ganas, West-Bengal by Shri Shailendra Nath Samanta
( Caloutta ) and Development of Bahaism in India 1844-1960
by Shri Hiralal Chopra ( Calecutta , History of social reform in
the 19th century by Shri G. A. Bhatt, ( Bombay University )
Sati as a social institution in Bengal by Shri Amitabha Chau-

dhury, The Institution of Slavery in Mithila by Dr. Upendra
Thakur.

In my volume on Selection from Unpublished Correspon-
dence of the Judge- Magistrate and the Judge of Paina, 1790-
1857, I have quoted some significant references relating to

Efduoation, Sati and Widow Remarriage and also the activities
of the Christian Missionaries.
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