
934 
R 182A 



PLATE I. 

"' "' co 



ANCIENT INDIA 

FROM THE EARLIEST Tll\lES 

TO THE l'IRST CENTURY A.D. 

by 

E. J. RAPSON 

WITH SIX JLLVSTRA1'10NS 
AND TWO MAPS 

·~ 
.SUStL GUPTA (INDIA) PRIVATE LTD. 

CALCUTTA-12 



FIRS[ EDITION, 1914 
SEcoND EDITION, 1914 
THIRD EDITION, 1916 
fouRTH EDITION, 1960 

n ?;Lt 
-~~, ~'t ~,./ 

•• Jbnt ry 11.4S. Shirr Ia 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

00000258 

'\ 

Published by s. Gupta fo1' Sus!l Uupta (India) Privatu Ltd., 35, Central 
Avenue, Calcutta 12, and: Prmted by l\1. l\lukhel'jce at Temple Press, 

2, Nayaratna Lane, Calcutta 4. 



PREFACE 

IN the following pages 1 han; Lried to write the story of Ancient 
India in a manner which shall be in~elligible to all who take 
an imerest in Modern India. My object has been to draw as 
clear I y as possible the uu tlines of the ·history of the na tiuns 
of India, so far as it has yet been recovered from the ancient 
literature.-; and monuuJulls, and to sketch the saliem features 
of the chief religious aml social systems which flourished during 
the period between the date of the Rig-veda (about 1200 n.c.) 
and the first century A.D. · 

For the beneht o( those who wish t_o continue the study 
I ha\·e added at the end of the book some notes on the ancient 
geography and a short bibliography of standard works. 

In the transliteration of Sanskrit names l have lollowcd a 
system which, while giving a strictly accurate representation 
of sounds, will, I trust, not puzzle readers who arc not oriental 
scholars. If the vowels are pronounced as in Italian, with due 
attention to long and short (e and o being invariably long), 
the result will be sufficiently satisfactory for all practical 
purposes. Modern place-names arc spelt as iu the Imperial 

, Gazelteer of India (new edition). 
I am inde:btcd to my friend, Dr. F. Vv. Thomas. the 

Librarian of the India Office, for his kindness in obtaining for 
me permission to reproduce the illustrations, which are taken 
from negatives in the possession of the India Office. 

To my wife, to Miss Mary Fyson, and to the Rev. C. 
Joppeu, S.J., I owe my best thanks for much valuable assistance 
m reading proofs and ~n compiling the index. 

1914. E. J. RAPSON 



ERRATA ET CORRiGENDA 

Through an incomprehensible pri11Ler's error :1!!8 !l~O 
A.o. has been printed as 558-530 2. 3. on page 43, line 21. 

The following correclions should be noted : 

P. 5, line 6 put a comma after sjJrcad. 

P · 12, line 2 for contnue read co;1t inue. 

P. 25, line 22 for is read in. 

P. 25, line 32 for Tht read The 

P. 29, line 34 [or easly read easily. 

P · 34, line 34 for royel read royal 

P. 39, line 18 for wil/fy read wilfully, 

Pp. 43-47, line 1 [or PERSIAN read PERSIANS, 

P. 44, line 38 for extent read ex;Lan.t. 

P. 45, line 19 [or 'Indian' read 'Indians'. 

P. 56, line 13 for sources read source. 

P. B3, line 22 for Bacteria read Bactria. 

P. 79, line 23 for in read of. 

P. 80, line 41 for aor read or. 

P. 83, line 39 for Malva read Malava. 

P. 90, line 10 for Megasthaanes read Megasthencs. 

P. 90, line 29 for and read of. 
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:iDWARD JAMES RAPSON 

1861-1937 

EDWARD JA?.lES R.\PSO;>.; was born on the 12th of :\lay 1861 
.in Leicester. His father, Edv;ard Rapson, moved a few years later 
from Leicester to Led bury, where he opened a school ; he then took Holy 
Orders, becoming in 1878 a deacon and in 1879 receiving ordination _from 
the Bishop of Worcester, and afler holding a curacy until 1880 at B1sh~p 
Hyder's Church in Birmingham and another from 1880 until 1888. 111 
Pennherd, Somerest, was appointed in the latter year Vicar of \\"es~ 
Bradley, likewise in Somercst. The younger Edward received most. of 
his youthful training in Hereford Cathedral School, and distinguished hnn· 
self there. His early years were thus passed in an atmosphere of earnest 
an~ cultured religion that left. a lifelong impression upon his character, 
winch was marked b:y a noble reverence f01· sacred things no less than 
b:y a. tl10rou_ghly Enghsh manliness of ou~look. His school likewise train_ed 
lum m mus1c, and he became an a,·comphshed singer and executant, retam· 
ing his interest in the art until the end of his life. 

Every college in our ancient universities which is \vorthy of the name 
has a character of its own, a genius loci ; and so by virtue of a natural 
affinity young Rapson went up from Hereford to St. John's College, 
Cambridge. He entered into residence on tho 4th of October 1879 ns a 
pensioner, holding a. Duchess of Somerset's Exhibition from Hereford 
School ; he was admitted in June 1880 to a sizarship, which he held for 
two years, and then in 1883 was promoted to a Classical Foundation 
Scholarship, which continued until 1887. In 1883 he crained a First Class 
in the Classical Tripos. Cambridge tradition ricrhtl;,:' considers a sound 
classical training to be the best propaedeutic fo~ Oriental studies ; and 
thus. it was natural for him J?-OW to turn his energies towards E_astern 
stud1es. He read for the lndmn Languages Tripos, under the gmdance 
of that great maestro eli color chc 8U1111o 1 Edwa.rd Cowell, and in 1885 
passed it with the same distinction as he had won in classics, taking as 
his subjects Sanskrit and Compa;·ative Philology. Sol!le minor successes 
fell to his lot during this period, for in 1884 the Brotherton Prize for 
Sanskrit was awarded to him, and in 1885 he was elected to the Hutchinson 
Studentship ; and in 188q an essay on The Struggle. bct.u:ecn Enqlancl ancl 
France for Supremacy in India gained for him the Le Bas Prize, the 
earliest laurels gathered by him in the service of Clio. His academic 
honours duly culminated in a Fellowship in his college, to which he was 
elected on the 8th of November 1887, holding it until 189~. 

A short term of service ns Assistant Librarian to the Jndinn Institute 
in Oxford, under Professor Sir l\lonier l\lonier· Williams was the prelude 
to the first of the two long periods of office in which tl1e rest of his life 
was spent. On the 21st of December 1887 he entered the service of the 
Tr~lstees of the British l\iuseum as an Assistant in the Department of 
C_oms and l\ledals. It was a post for which nature had perfectly fitted 
hlm. N~ismatic3 is nn exact science which demands strictest accuracy, 
m?st pat1ent . observatic;m, and many-~ided learn~ng ;_ and . it re~vards its 
fa1thful votar1es by gUldmg them to Important h1stoncal d1scovenes. ~he 
study of tl1e Indian coins in the British Museum's rich collections, wh1ch 
henceforth was. Rnpson's spec~al province, is peculiarly complicated because 
of the vast var1ety of the scr1pts in which their legends are stamped. The 
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native scripts of India (excl~~ing. the still undeciphered writing on the 
tablets from the prehistoric c1hes ID the Indus V~ll!!Yl are all descended 
from two types, both of them adapted fro~ Sem1tlc alphabet.s : ~ne. of 
these is the Bral"mi, which first nppe~rs m the Ma:urya~ mscr1pt1ons 
of l·he third century B.c., and the otl~er IS. the Klu:rostlu, wlu~h may have 
been introduced somewhat late~. 'I.he lt.ltarostltl . was re~tncted to the 
North and despite local variations tt proved ster1le, fo~ 1t has !tad ~o 
descen'dants ; the Brahmi, on the other hand, was a~zmgly prohfic\ _1ts 
manifold offshoots having spread over the who.le of Indu~ and many .adJom
in" lands in infinite multiplicity of forms varymg from kmgdom to kmgdom 
and from century to century. For such a. study R~I?son was. supr~mely 
well qualified by an intellect of mathematical prec1s1~n, an. 1~d!?m1table 
industry, and a scholarship moulded by th~ best classical d1sc1phne and 
constantly enlarging its scope by new read1!1g· He was, moreover, for
tunate in the colleagues whom he fou~d m the Department when !1e 
entered it-Reginald Stuart Poole, the Keeper, Barclay Head, the Assis
tant Keeper and the two First Class Assistants, H. A. Grueber and 
Warwick W~oth, joined in 1893. by George. (now ~i~ George) ~ill-so~nd 
scholars all who faithfully nourished the fine trad1t1on of Jearmng wluch 
had descended to them. ~n these hap~y su~T~>Unding.s Rapson throve . apace. 
He soon began to make Jus mark by hts wn~m~s, ~h1~fly m the N11m!smatic 
Clmmicle and the Journal of tltc Royal AswtiC Soc&ety. In the latter he· 
published between 1890. and 1905 sevent~en ~ssa~s on _numism!ltics and 
kindred subjects, includmg a r~markably tll~mattve senes of SIX papers 
on Indian Coins and Seals, which appeared m 1900-5. In less than ten 
years he had come to be recognized as the first authority on his subject 
~n Europe, and George Buhler .entrus~ed to ~i~ the. task. of dealing with 
1t i.n the great Gnwdriss der mdo-qnsclteu l.lt·!lol~g•e w~tch l~e. was tl~en 
begmning to edit. Rapson accordmgl:v wrote Iu_s lnclwn (, o~ns, which 

- appeared in the Grundriss (Band II, Heft 3 B) m 1898. It IS a small 
b?ok, comprising only 38 pages of text and 5 of plates ; but it is a master
piece of its kind, surveying the whole known field with perfect order
liness, lucidity, and precision, and establishing a cosmos of knowledge in 
a field where hitherto there had been comparatively little certainty and 
less synthesis. 

While thus perfecting his mastery o[ rndi::m numismatics, palaeogL"aphy 
and history, he continued to enlal'ge his Sanskrit reading and gained 
considerable experience in private teaching. When after the death of 
Cow.ell in. 1903 Cecil. Bendall was elected to succeed him in the Chair 
of Sansknt at Cambndge, Rapson was naturally and fittingly appointed to 
the Chair in University College, London, whtch hitherto had been held 
by Bendall. Meanwhile, he had embarked upon a study which was destined 
to carry him far in the domain of original research. On the 29th of· 
l\Iay 1900 Sir Aurel Stein (then Dr. ~!arc Aurel Stein) had set out on 
tl~e first of his epoch-making journeys th.rouglt Chinese. Turkestan, which 
d1sclosed the beauty of the art. and the ngour of the literary cultme that 
h~d flourished in those lands in early centuries. In Jannary 1901 he had 
d1sco,·cred. buried in the desert at Niya a large number of official docu
me?ts wntten on wood and leather in the Kharosthi script, and hence 
a;<;s1gnable .to the first century of our era or thereabouts ; and this collec
tron was mcreased by later finds elsewhere. To Rapson was entrusted 
th~ task of studying and editing them. H was no light. labour Tl 
documents, mostly coming from Government archives are conched ·n I& 

rr~de and c~rious ~orthern ~rakrit ~ialect, a forlord niece of Sans~•rit 
\~1Lh so~e mter-m1x~ure o.f the nahve ;;peeclt of Turkestan. and th~ 
~harosth1 characters m whiCh they are wrttten show some puzzling varia
tiOns from. the ~ypes of th~ script hitherto. known. Rapson, however, set 
to work wtth hts usual qmet energy. and 10 1905 presented to the world 
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the first-fruits of his studies in a. penetrating article On tile Afpltubrt of 
t!IC l\.ltllrostlti Documents whicll was published in the first volume of the. 
Actes of the Fourteenth International Congress of Uricntalists. Thus he 
laid sut·e foundations for a future work of massive scholarship, of which 
the first instalment was not published until fifteen yca1·s later. 

Of the leisure that was left to him aft~r official duties and pri vale 
study during these years in London a considerable part was devot_ed to 
music. Nature and his early schooling in Hereford ha~ made hmt. an 
accomplished musician : he had an excellent and well-h·amed tenor vo1~e, 
which was often heard in amateur choirs and he was a skilful orgamst 
and pianist. While living· in London he se~·v<!d as organist in tw~ churches, 
and was very active and successful in choir-training. In his mustcal tastes, 
though he was nu bigoted conservative, he was not catholic (perhaps no 
true musician is) : he heartily disliked the cult of blatant ugliness _and 
perverted ingenuity which is rampant in the so-called music of modermsm. 
One who knew him very intimately in private life has written to me that 
"the restlessness of every modern music worried and annoyed him, and 
he much lamented the passing of the true pure voice and the present 
a~most u~iversal vibrato singing". It was natural that the first place in 
Ius_ ~ffechons should be held by Handel, whose classic purity and robust 
luctdtty appealed most strongly to Rapson's typically English temper, and 
that after Handel he should have loved best Bach and Beethoven, two 
masters whose very different characters complement one another. Perhaps, 
too, it was the influence of Hereford days that rnoYed him to take an 
interest in architecture, especially in that of the cathedrals of England 
and the Continent, many of which he studied with care. 

In 1902 he married Ellen Daisy Allen, daughter of William Allen, of 
'The House', in \Vest Bradley. Jt was a singu'Io.rly happy union, for she 
was a woman of fine culture and grace of spirit ; and although unfortunate
ly she passed many years of her married life, ending with her death on 
the 26th of l\Iarch 1921, under the shadow of bodily infirmity, she was 
throughout warmly interested in his studies in which she rendered him 
much help, besides presiding over the household with nil the charm of the 
perfect hostess, as his Cambridge friends and pupils have attested. 

In 1906, after long s\ckncss. Bendall died and the Chair of Sanskrit 
in Cambridge became vacant. ·Rapson was ~lected to succeed him, and 
held the post until his retirement last year. As a professor E·apson 'vas 
successful not less than as a· scholar. Our ancient univer5ities, the treasure
houses of the garnered experiences of the ages, draw much of their Yitality 
from alternate systole and diastole : the Alma l\later takes the young 
alumni to her breast, trains them in her wise old traditions, sends forth 
the most of them into the world, and then takes back a chosen few, to 
bring_ int~ the channels of academic thought wholesome currents _from 
th_e hfe '":l~hou~. Such a one was. Rapson. Vigorously manly, practically 
wtse, unttrmg m good works, gcm_ally sympathetic, equally truthful and 
tactful, he soon became through hts fides et ingeni benigna t·en~ one of 
the be~t-Ioved and most honoured personalities in Cambridge hfe. In 
academtc administration and deliberation he was admirably success_ful. ~s 
a teacher he restored the high tradition of his master Cowell. Hts Chau· 
was not one that could attract a large number of disciples ; but among 
those who came to him were some men of the best quality, and to every 
one who sought instruction from him he devoted the most scrupulous care. 
~e took great pleasure in teaching, and, like the Buddha, would vary 
Ius methods according to the capacity and inclination of his students. 
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Thus happly established in Cambridge, he finished a work on an 
important section of the British Museum's coin-collections which had 
been engaging his attention for many years, the Oataloyue of the Coins 
of tlte Anclhra Dynasty, the Western Ksatrapas, the Traikutaka Dynnsty 
and the 'Bodhi' Dynasty. This was published by the Trustees in 1908. 
The volume comprises, besides the 'Catalogue' proper (268 pages) and 21 
plates, an introduction of 208 pages. It is somewhat unf~rtunate that 
such publications of the British :Museum should bear the title of 'Cata
logue', which to the man in the street (and possibly also to some superior 
~inds) suggests mechanical workmanship. Really these 'Catalogues' are 
highly scientific descriptions and studies, and Rapson's "·ork is one of 
t~1e finest of the kind. The 'Andhras' and Western Ksatrapas were dynas
~les of exceeding importance, and Rapson's classification of the coins 
lssue_d by_ them. and the other families was epoch-making. The long intro
ductw~, m which he constructed from his researches the history of these 
d~nast1es, be<;ame _at once a classic. As far as I a~n. ~ware, ~here arc _only 
t" o ~mall pomts m the work that arc open to cnttc1sm. 'I he first 1s in 
t~e t1t!e: as Rapson himself well !mew, 'Andhra' is a misleading name 
g~ve~ m the Puranas to Satavahana dynasty owing to their conquest of 
~. et Andhra' land, the modern Telingana, at. a rather late date in their 
s;:1oryj and hence applying with about as much fitness as if one were to 
'E~ e tIe Plantagenets 'Cambrians' because of the conquest of Wales by 
Khw~rd !· The second concerns the reproductions of the Brahmi and 

dat.ost~~ legends on the coins : these were made from Rapson's eye-copies, 
~~ lD ts eJ:e·copies he seldom attained perfect objectivity, for as a rule 
S 1?, nncon~cwusly reveal something of the durtus of his handwriting. 

ec ttae" mmuta sunt. 

Anct1;~e~ si:-: more years of quiet teaching and study he published his 
bridge 1g'~~)111 from tlle Earliest Times to tlte First Century A.D. (Cam
useful'. f . ·i a book of modest size and scope, but eminently sound and 
them ~cc01 • \ s 198 duodecimo pages, with the excellent plates accompanying 
l1isto~y an'da e\y and lucidly summarize all the essential features of Indian 
Though dd cu ture that were known with certainty at the time of writ inn-. 
of schoi"a h~essed to non-specialists, it has a permanent value as a w01':'k 
great-he;1~~~dP· Then t~e ~rent War burst upon us. Like man,v other 
in the task fentle!llen In hke estate, Rapson resolved to take his share 
Officers' T .. 0 . nahonal defence. In earlier years he had sernd in the 
formed in ~~~~~n~ _Corps, and now he joined the platoon of 0. T.C. veterans 
drill-sergeant. am 1rldge, where he became ~ l_1ighly efficient and energetic 
where he in t n 1915 he took a commiSSion and went to Falmouth 
Cambrid e s ructed a company, and then after some time returned t~ 
Cambrid~e;I ~vhe~ ~e served until 1918 at the Head-quarters of the 2nd 
snmed paci~~efu~eg_Jment _as Assistant Adjutant. The War over, he re
of finishing the fi . ct1ons With renewed energ,v, and soon _hnd the pleasure 
part of his t' ISt part of a great work which had occupied a considerable 
Clarendon Pre~~~e tl~uring twenty years. In 19~ was. p1~blished by the 
by Sir M. A .• ~f . e. first. volume of Klwro~tl11 l11Bc~lpil?ns Discovered 
with the Abbe !\. ez~r m Clunesr. Tur!..·estan, edited by In~. m collaboration 
editors did not. · · · Boyer and l\L E. Senart. Volume u, with the same 
iii edited by R appear until 1927, and it was followed in 1929 by volume 
ar~ transliterated ap~?~ and his pupil Profess~r P. Noble. I_n these pages 
in Sinkiang. most~VIt 1 • scholarly ca~·e and sklll. 7?4 manuscripts unearthed 
far-off ages· t thy fton; the archtves of admtmstrators of that land in 

• oge er With pi t d' t at' f h data derived from th a es, appen Ices re mg 0 t e historical 
jargon, which had e~, and an index of the vocabul_ary o! their uncouth 
into th G , . ansen out of the Northern Tndmn d1alect imported 

e •O\el nment offices of these regions, apparently by the Kusan a 
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Emperors, and there mixed with local speech. Th~sc docttments fumi~h 
the hitherto almost blank annals of the country w1th the names of s1x 
previously unknown kings A.vijita Simha of Khotan and Pepiya, Taj~ku, 
Amgoka, ~lahil'i, and \'asmana of Kroraimna (Shan-shan), whose tttles 
are obviously modelled on those of the great Kusan~ who prt!ceded. them 
there. But the material edited by Rapson and lus coll~borators _1s not 
limited to official documents : it embraces also manuscnpts of ht<Jrary 
nature for in the collection are included several religious and moral 
poems.' l\lost of these are couched in a vuigat· and highly incorrect fm:m 
of Sanskrit similar to the 'Gatha dialect' famtliar in N orthem Buddlust 
literature, and one of these is closely parallel to a passage in the Pali 
Dhanunapada ; but another manuscript contains a poem in more or Tess 
normal thou~h not strictly correct Sanskrit. Thus a new field was opened 
in Indian dtalectology ; valuable material was furnished for the study of 
the local speech of East<Jrn Turkestan, its social conditions, its cult~re, 
and its history ; and a now page was added to the record of the dtfiu
sion of Buddhist literature. 

The execution of his last. and most spacious literary undertaking, the
task o_f editing and in part writing a Cambridge History of ln~i~, had 
been mterrupted by the Great \Var. The first volume, comprtsmg 26 
chapters by divers authors, was practically ready for printing in 191~, 
and tho Cambridge University Press had set up mot·e than half of 1t 
when the War broke out and called a halt to the work. After peace had 
come back, Rapson resumed his labours, finished and revised the chapters, 
and at last in 1922 had the satisfaction of seeing the book published. H 
covers the early period down to the Saka and Parthia-n invasions ; and 
H.apson himself contributed to it five admirable chapters, the second, on 
the peoples nnd languages of India and the sources of Indian history, 
the thirteenth, on the Puranas, the twenty-first- on the native 
states of India. afte1· the .i.\Iam~;an empire, the tw~nty-second, on the 
successors oE Alexander the Grea.t in India. and the twenty-third, on 
the invasions of tho Scythians and Parthia~s. The product-ion of this 
line volume gave full scope to his talents, which combined solid erudition 
with minute accuracy in details and sternly critical judgement, enab
ling him not only to write his o1vn chaptet·s but- also to weld together 
the _contributions of others with them, as far as was possible, in a ~ar
momous whole. He spared himself no pains in his editorial duttes, 
verifying all references, checking ali statements in the light of subse
q~JCnt discoveries, and l.'lboming to reduce to consistency the s<?meti~es 
dtscrepant outlook of different collaborators. His energy earned lum 
successf~lly through the fu·st volume ; but the difficulties of the second 
proved msuperabll' to him, and at length after prolonged struggles he 
surrendered the task of editing it in June 1937 to Sir Richard Burn, 
who now has it in hand. A certain measure of ill luck has dogged .the 
course_ o~ ~he . enterprise from the bcgin~ing and laid vari?us lap!des 
offcnswms m 1ts path. Ftrst came the \'· nr which dela.ved 1l for etght 
years.. Then came the disconcert in!] fact th;t soon after· the publication 
of tlus first. volume the archreologtsts of the Indian Government un
eart~ed _at ?llohenjo-da.ro and Harappa the evidences of the marvellous 
~rclustor~c civilization of the. Indus Valley, a brilliant culture that h!ld 
d~ached 1ts acme before the mtddle of the third millenium :e.c., so that tts 
tllscovery to. a great extent threw out of focus all our previous views of 

te early hts.tory of India. Finally Sir Wolseley Haig, who had under
ta\c~n the edttorship of the third and fourt-h volumes, was compelle~. ~y 
fa hng heal_th to surrender his task after the publication of voluJI?-e 111 m 
1928, and It ~\·as not until the present year (1937) that volume n·, com
pleted and edtted by Sir Richard Burn, issued from the press. 
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:\lore years quietly pnssed by, and his seventieL!•. birthday upp~oache_d. 
It was an occasion that called for filling recogmhon, and recetv~d 1t. 
Tha~ks to the kindness of the Director of the London School of Oncntal 
Stud1es, a special number of the School's Bulletin was dedicated to him 
and. made up of papers on Indian and cognate studies by 33 hiends and 
.PUpils. This. was presented to him with due ceremony on t.he ~2th. of 
May 1931, h1s natal day in the Library of the old London InstJtuhon, 
then tenanted by the Scl~ool (alas, ils ph.ce knowetl_J it ~o lo~ger) ; and 
Raps?n acknowledged the gift in a. charming speech, m wh1ch w1th chara~· 
tertshc modesty he said very little about himself and much about Ins 
teacher Cowell. 

As time went on he found iL needful for the sake of hi~ health to 
sla<;ken so~ewhat the tempo of his labours, and at length ~~~ 1!l3? he 
restgned h1s Chair in which he was succeeded by Dr. H. ,V, ll;nley, ot the 
!School of. Orient~! Studies. But to the last he remained loynl to ~1is 
mterests m scholarship music and literature. At. thll Annual l\lcelmg 
of .the British Academy held 'in ~lay 1937 . he was _present and took an 
actwe _part, apparently enjoying comparatively v1gorous health. ll';lt 
fro!l1 hme to time disquieting symptoms began io show themselves 111 
omu:~ous warning. The end came with startling suddenness. During the 
evemnf!: of Sunday the 3rd of October 1937, while dining at the high 
table 11_1 his colleg~, he swooned, and after about .an hour died without 
recovermg consciousness. The medical verdict ascribed d~alh to cerebral 
haemorrhage. 

Rapson's position in the world of learning is somewh~t· peculia~·· 
!hi:f th111:Y-three years he was active as a Professor ?f Sanslmt ; yet h~s 

claims to honour rest upon his achievements m other fields. H1s 
wo~·k on the Kharosthi documents lies to a large extent outside the do
.mam. of Sanskrit studies though it is intimately relatlld to it and in 
p~r\ mtersects it, while it is of extraordinary importance for lh<? sLudy 
0 .. ndo-Aryan dialectology and Buddhist cultur&. He was a good Sans
krJtJst, but not a great one as was his beloved master Cowell. He coulfl 
n(\1. !ully share the BaOU<pPo;u uePqLVCl• the profound and sympathetic inter
e~t m the inner workings of the Hindu spirit which inspired Cowell : he 
dtd. not take delight as Cowell did in unravelling the intricacies of 
Ind111n sc~olastic thot~ght or in unveit'ing the allusive and elusive charm 
of Sans~l'lt poetry. Cowell was great as a humanist, a <ptlo).oyo.; (in 
the class1ca~ sens~ of .the word), and an intell.ectualist.: Ra.J?son was p;reat. 
as. a mastei of !nst?rlcal science, beginning w1th num•smat1cs and palaeo
g!ahy and culmma.tmg in historiography. Both men rendered noble ser
VICe to the cause of knowledge ; but they rendered it in different ways. 

Some scholars live on lonely heights and have little or no influence 
upon the men of their generation thro~gh personal touch. But others 
there are who have a vital significance as men among men no less than as 
truth-seekers, who teach the ways of knowledge as much by the power of 
human SJ:llpat~y .and. the Ia'" of kindness as by exercise. of intellect, and 
whose soc1ety IS m Itself a gracious inspiration .to . fr1e~ds a~d pupils. 
Such a .m~n wa~ E?ward Rapson. Strict schol~rsh1p m h1m umted with 
s~lf-sacr1ficmg ~md.hness, wholesome humanity 111c~pa.bl~ of meanness or 
b1tterness, unflmchmg devotion to duty, warm dthght m art and litera
ture, and de~p reverence for religion, to form a character of rare harmony. 
'His· was a r1ch and .full nature, and his death has left the world much 
the poorer. Vale wnma candida, 

1937. L. D. llARNf.TT 
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CHAPTER l 

THE SOURCES OF TI-lE HISTORY OF ANCIENT llSDIA 

"THE Sansait. language, whatever be its antiquity, is o_f a 
wonderful structure ; more perfect than the Greek, more copious 
than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than either : yet 
bearing to both of them a stronger affinity, both in the roots 
of verbs, and in the forms of grammar, than could possibly h~ve 
been produced by accident ; so strong indeed, that no philo
lager could examine them all without believing them to have 
sprung from some common source, which perhaps no longer 
exists. There is a similar reason, though not quite so forcible, 
for supposing that both the Gothick and the Celtich, though 
blended with a very different idiom, had the same origin with 
the Sa71Sait; and the old Persian might be added to the same 
family." 

This pronouncement, made by Sir ·william Jones as Pre
dent of the Asiatic Society of Bengal in the year 178&, may 
truly be called ' epoch-making,' for it marks the beginning of 
the historical and scientific study of languages. 

At the time when Sir William Jones spoke these words, the 
recent discovery--Or rather the recent revelation to liVestern 
eyes-of the existence in India of an ancient classical litera
ture, written in a language showing the closest affimity to. the 
classical languages of Ancient Greece and Rome, had raised a 
problem for which it was necessary to find some rational solu
tion. How was the affinity of Sanskrit to Greek and Latin and 
other European languages to be explained? Scholars at the 
end of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth 
centuries were inclined to see in Sanskrit the parent language 
from which all the others were derived. It was only after the 
lapse of a generation that the view propounded by Sir W'illiam 
Jones began to prevail. The correctness of his conception of 
an Indo-European 'family of languages,' the members of which 
are related to each other as descendants of a common ancestor 
has since been abundantly proved by the researches of Fran~ 
Bopp, " the founder of the science of Comparative Philology," 
whose first work was published in 1816, and by those of his 
numerous successors in the same field. 
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The science of Comparative Philology which thus received 
its first impulse from the study of Sanskrit, represents by no 
means the least among the intellectual triumphs of the nine
teenth century. The historical treatment of individual langu
ages and dialects, aml a compari~ion of the sound-changes which 
have taken place in each, h~ve shown that human speech, like 
everything else in nature, obeys the laws of nature. The evi
dence obtained by this method proves that the process of change, 
~y which varieties of language are produced £rom a parent stock, 
IS not ~rbitrary, but that it takes place in accordance with certain 
asc~rtamable laws, the regularity of whose action is only dis· 
tmbed by the [act that man is a reasoning and imitative being. 
The la>~s, which govern change in language, are, in fact, partly 
mechamcal and partly psychological in character. 

More valuable perhaps, £rom the point of view of the stu
dent of early civilization, is the service which Comparative Phi
lology has rendered in throwing some light on the history of the 
Indo-European peoples before the age of written records. These 
peoples are found, in ancient times, widely scattered over the 
face of Asia and Europe from Chinese Turkestan in the East 
to Ireland in the West; but, as we have seen, there must have 
IJcen ;1 period more or less remote when they were united. Now, 
hincc words preserve the record both of materi~l o?jects and of 
ideas, it has been possible, from a car~ful exammat10n and co~
parison of the vocabularies of tl~e. ~tffe_rent langu~ges, to gat? 
some knowledge of the state ?f. ctvtl~zatwn, the sooal and poll
tical institutions and the rehgtous 1deas of the Indo-European 
peoples, both at 'the period when they were still united and after 
the separation o( the various bra~ches. . . . . . 

In the earlier stages of the sctenc~, tlus hne of mvest1gat10n 
was, no doubt, sometimes pursued w1th too much zeal and too 
little discretion ; and the evidence of language as a record of 
civilization was sometimes strained to prove more than was 
justifiable. But there can be no question that certain broad facts 
have thus been established beyond the possibility of dispute. 
The evidence of language proves conclusively, for instance, that 
a particularly intimate connexion must have existed between 
the Persian and Indian branches of the Indo-European family. 
The similarity in language and thought between their most 
ancient scriptures the Persian Avesta and the Indian Rig-veda, 
can only be explained on the sup_position ~hat t~1ese tw? p_eoples, 
after leaving the rest of the famtly, had hved m assoctatton for 
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some considerable period, and that the separation between them 
had taken place at no very distant period before the date of the 
earlier of the two records, the Rig-veda. In the following pages 
"·e shall be chiefly concerned with this particular group of the 
Indo-European family, which is usually designed by the term 
' Aryan,' the name which both peoples apply to themselves 
(Avestan Ai1-;•a=Sanskrit Arya). 

Such, then, were the first fruits of the study by Europeans 
of the classical language of Ancient India-a complete revo
lution in our conception of the nature of human speech, and 
the recovery from the past of some of the lost history of the 
peoples, who, in historical times, have played a predominant 
part in the civilization of both India and Europe. The • dis
covery ' of Sanskrit, with its patent resemblance to Greek and 
Latin, suggested the possibility of a connexion which was un
dreamt of before, and prepared the way for the application to 
languages of the historical and comparative method of investi
gation, which was destined to win its most signal triumph when 
it was applied subsequently by Charles Darwin and other great 
scientists to the material universe and to living organisms. 

Familiar as the notions of an Indo European family of lano-
uages and of the scientific study of language may be to us at the 
present day, they proved a hard stumbling-block to all but the 
most advanced thinkers of the late eighteenth and the early nine
teenth centuries; for they rudely disturbed the belief of many 
centuries past that Hebrew was the primitive language of man
kind, and that the diversity of tongues on earth was the result 
of the divine punishment inflicted on the builders of the Tower 
of Babel. 

But great and far-reaching as has been the influence of the 
' discovery' of the Sanskrit language on the intellectual life of 
the \Vest, no less remarkable are the results which have followed 
from the application of Western methods of scholarship to the 
interpretation and elucidation of the ancient literatures and 
monuments of India. 

\\Then, in 1784, the Asiatic Society of Bengal was founded 
by Sh~ William Jones for the promotion of Oriental learning, 
the h1story of India before the Muhammadan conquest in the 
eleventh century A.D. was a complete blank; that is to say, there 
was no even~, no personality, no monument, no literary produc
tion, belongmg to an earlier period, the date of which could be 
determined even approximately. A vast and varied ancient Sans-
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krit literature, both prose and verse, existed in the form of manu
scripts; and European scholars, with the aid o£ th~ 1 pandits' or 
learned men of India, were already beginning to publish texts 
and translations from the manuscripts. But as to the date of 
this literature nothing whatever was known. Sanskrit had ceased 
for many centuries past to be a language generally understood 
by the people. It had long since become, like Latin in the middle 
ages of European history, the exclusive possession of a class of 
learned men, who attributed to the sacred books a divine origin 
and regarded the secular literature as the work of sages in a 
dim and distant period of legend and mystery. The chronolo
gical conceptions o[ the pandits were those of the Puranas, 
which teach that the universe undergoes an endless series of 
creations and dissolutions corresponding to the days and nights 
of the god Brahma, each of which equals 1000 1 great periods' 
of 4,320,000 years. What we know as the historical period of 
the world was for them the 1 Kali Age,' or the shortest and most 
degenerate of the four ages which together constitute a I great 
period.' It was but as a drop in the ocean of time and might 
be neglected. 

It is due almost entirely to the labours of scholars during 
t~e last century and a quarter that the outlines of the lost 
hrstory of Ancient India have, in a great measure, been recover
ed, a~d that its literature, which reflects the course o£ religious 
and mtellcctual civilization in India from about 1200 B.c. on
wards, has been classified chronologically. 

The materials for the reconstruction of the history are sup
plied principally from three sources; (1) the literatures of the 
Brahmans, Jains, and Buddhists: (2) inscriptions on stone. or 
copper-plate, coins and seals; and (3) the accounts of forergn 
writers, chiefly Greek, Latin, and Chinese. 
. . At present, large gaps remain in the historical record and 
It Is probable that some of them can never be filled, although 
~'ery ~uc~ may be expected from the progress of archreological 
mvestrgat10n. Of the more primitive inhabitants of India we 
can know nothing beyond such general facts as may be gleaned 
~rom the study of prehistoric archreology or ethnology. History 
m the ordinary sense of the word, that is to say, a connected 
account of the course of events or of the progress of ideas, is 
dependent on the existance of a literature or of written docu
ments of some description; and these are not to be found 
in India before the period when Aryan tribes invaded the 
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country at its north-\\'estern frontier and brought with them an 
Indo-European civilization, resembling in its main features the 
ancient civilizations of Greece, Italy, and Germany. Our know
ledge o[ Ancient India follows the course of this civilfzation as 
it spread first [rom the Punjab into the great central plain of 
India, the country of the Ganges and the Jumna rivers, and 
thence subsequently into the Deccan. This extension is every
where marked by the spread of Sanskrit and its dialects. It 
received a check in Southern India, where the older Dravidian 
civilization and languages remain predominant even to the pre
sent clay. ·In this region history can scarcely be said to begin 
before the Christian era. 

Thus, the language of all the earliest records of India, 
whether literary or inscriptional, is Indo-European in charac
ter. That is to say, it is related to Greek and Latin and to our 
own English tongue, and not to the earlier forms of speech 
which it supplanted in India. The Aryan tribes who contin-
ued, perhaps for generations or even for centuries, to swarm 
over the mountain passes into Southern Afghanistan and the 
Punjab, or through the plains of Baluchistan into Sind and 
the valley of the Indus, must, no doubt, have spoken a variety 
of kindred dialects. The history of languages everywhere shows 
that this is invariably the case among primitive peoples. It 
shows, too, that, in the course of time, when a community 
becomes settled and civilization advances, the dialect of some 
particular district, which has won special importance as a centre 
of religion, politics, or commerce, gradually acquires an ascend
ancy over the others and is eventually accepted by general con
sent as the standard language of educated people and of litera
ture ; and that, when its position is thus established, its use 
tends to supersede that of the other dialects. An illustration 
of this general rule may be taken from the history of our own 
language : it was " the East Midland" variety of the Mercian 
dialect of English " that finally prevailed over the rest, and was 
at last accepted as a standard, thus rising from the position of 
a dialect to be the language of the Empire.''l 

In India, such a standard or literary language appears first 
in the Hymns of the Rig--veda, the most ancient of which must 
probably date from a period at least 1200 years before the 
Christian era. This • Vedic' Sanskrit is the language of priestly. 

1 Skeat, English Dialects, p. 66, in the series of Cambridge Manuals. 
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poets who lived in the region now known as Southern Afghanis
tan, the North-Western Frontier Province, and the Punjab; 
and it differs from the later 'Classical' Sanskri·t rather more, 
perhaps,· than the language of Chaucer differs from that of 
Shakespeare. . . . . _ 

After the Vedic period, Aryan c1vlhzat10n extended Itself 
in a south-easterly direction over the fertile plains of the Jumna 
and Ganges, which became subsequently not only the chief 
political and religious centre of Brahmanism but also the birth
place of its rival religions, Jainism and Buddhism. It was in 
this region that the priestly treatises, known as 'Brahmanas,' 
and the great epic poems, the Mahabharata and the Ramayana, 
were com posed. 

The language of each of these classes of literature-the 
Brahmanas representing almost exclusively the priestly caste, 
the Brahmans, and the epic poems belonging chiefly to the 

-warrior caste, the Kshatriyas--is, in a different sense, transi
tional between Vedic and Classical Sanskrit. In character, the 
two styles may broadly be distinguished as learned and popular 
respectively. The Sanskrit of the Brahmanas merges in the 
course of time by almost insensible degrees into Classical Sans
krit ; the epic language, on the other hand, is already stereo
typed and retains its archaisms and its 'irregularities' for all 
time. 

Thus, about the year 500 n.c., when the first work in strict
ly Classical Sanskrit appeared- Yaska's Nirukta or • Explana
tion ' of Vedic difficulties--there were in existence three well
defined types of Sanskrit. The first, already invested with a 
sacred character from its great antiquity, was the poetical lan
guage of the early Aryan settlers in the north-west. The second 
was the language of bards, who sang at royal courts of wars 
and the deeds of the heroes and sages of old time. The 
th~rd, to which, strictly speaking, the term 'Sanskrit' (sams
hzta ='cultivated,' 'literary') should be confined, is that form 
of the language of the Brahmans, which, as the result of a 
long course of literary treatment and grammatical refinement 
had gai~ed general acceptance as th~ stndard of correct speech.' 

A literary language thus definitely fixed ceases to under
go any mater~al change, so long as the civilization which it re
presents contmues. Its spoken form must naturally, as a rule, 
be less careful and elaborate than its written form ; and both 
must vary according to the degree of cultivation possessed by 
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each individual speaker or writer. There may thus be infinite 
varieties of style, but there is no substantial modification of the 
character of the language. Classical Sanskrit has remained 
essentially unaltered during the long period of nearly twenty
five centuries in which it has been employed, first as the langu
age of the educated classes and of literature, and later, down 
to the present day, as the common means of communication 
between learned men in India. 

In sharp contrast to the literary language of a country 
stand the local dialects. While the former is fixed, the latter 
still continue to have a life and growth of their own and to 
change in accordance with the laws of human speech. While 
the literary language, although no doubt originally the dialect 
of some particular district, gains currency throughout the 
whole country among the educated classes, the local dialects 
continue to be spoken by the common people, who, in Ancient 
as in Modern India, must have formed an overwhelmingly 
large proportion of the population. It is, therefore, chiefly 
by a perfectly natural process of development that most of the 
modern vernaculars of Northern India have been produced 
from the ancient local dialects or ' Prakrits,' as they are called 
(prakrita = ' natural,' 'uncultivated'), in precisely the same way 
as the Romance languages have sprung, not from literary Latin, 
but from the dialects of Latin spoken by the common people. 

While, however, the literary language and its dialects con
tinue to exist side by side, the former invariably tends to grow 
at the expense of the latter, so long as the civilization to which 
they belong does not decline or change its character. The 
inscriptions and coin-legends of Ancient India afford a strik
ing illustration of this fact. As being, from their very charac
ter, intended to appeal to all men, learned and unlearned alike, 
they are, on their first appearance in the third century B.c., 
written in some Prakit; but, as time goes on, their language 
is gradually influenced and eventually assimilated by the liter
ary language, until, after about the year 400 A.D., Prakrit ceases 
to be used for these purposes and Sanskrit takes its place. 

The history of Sanskrit is especially associated with Brahman
ism, and the tradition has remained through the ages un
bro~en_ by time or place. Sanskrit is to Brahmanism what 
Latm IS to the Roman Catholic church. Jainism and Buddh
ism were revolts against Brahman tradition ; and, like the 
reformed churches in Europe, both originally used the type 
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S3 hether Sanskrit or Prakrit, which happened to be 
of speecl~, '~ e various districts to which their doctrines extend-

rrent 1n tl. · · · k · · cu the Buddhist scnptures appear 1n a Sans nt verswn 
~d- Thu: and in Prakrit versions elsewhere. Through their 
1n Nepa nt for religious purposes some of the Prakrits develop
emp~oym;iterary languages, for which, in the course of time, 
ed 1nto l 'd d b · · 

d d fast laws were a1 own y grammanans, preCisely 
har an . l . the case o£ Sansknt. T 1.e most notable o£ these is }>ali, 
as 1n £ I d' p k . . 
1 

literary forlU o some n mn ra ·nt wh1ch was transplant-
t 1e b hl · - l 1 · ed to ceylon. pro a Y 1n t 1.e turd century B.C., and became 
there the sacred language of the particular phase o£ Buddh
ism which found a permanent home in the island, and which 
has spread thence to Burma and Siam. In India itself, a£ter 
about the fifth centu~y A.D., there was a growing tendency on 
the part of both Jam and Buddhists to use Sanskrit h' h 
thus eventually became the lingua franca o£ 1. . ' w lC . re 1g10n and 
learmng throughout the whole continent. 

Such then are the languages in which all th 1 . 
f I d . d C l . e ear y htera-

ture o n 1a an ey on 1s preserved Th' l' · · 1s 1teratur · 
enormous m extent and most varied in cl e lS 
of composition, whether in prose or vers~ar~cter. No species 
and_ few phases of human intellectual a . , . lS unreprese.nted; 
then record, except in the domain ofcbvlty rei?am Wlthout 
have been, even in Europe th ~hose sciences, which 
h d 

• e creatwn o£ th 1 
un red and fifty years. But if e ast two 1' • we compare any · lte~ature, Brahman, Jain, or Buddhist . annent Indian 

Latm classics, we shall find one strikin ' d:~~ the ?-reek and 
them has the art of historical g .. nency; m none o£ 
~ J . - corn poSltton b d 

lX!Y,OJJJ. ).ts e.arlfest sttwC8 J tfi Bourccs h . een eve loped • • r., , . • • - crolc poems, legend-

iJ{ lh;;q;J;des, arroent geflealogicn-arc. indeed to be round in 

I. {· .. , F '{)lfl tJw Jitrntllll'CR and lrom the monuments we 
a JllfJ{ a !J{l. I \' t\\C 'tchicvcmcnts, o£ a great 

\ so!liC o · ' learn the uamcs, all( ' t 1)0wer ltourished, and dec-
. h rose o ' · 

11
umb:r of natw?s, w o dia during the twenty-two centunes 

lined n1 the conttnent of In t· but not one of these 
hdore th<' M11hammcdan ~onqu~' · India has no Hero-
llations has l"o\\1111 iUI histonan. nct_ent . 
dolUS m· 'l"hucy!\idcs, 1\0 },ivy or r~aCltUS: Its hteratures sup-
p_ly materials by means o\' which it ts posstble _to tr~c~ the da1l_Y 
hfe o£ the people, their social systems, then rehgwns, thelf 
progress in the arts and sciences, with a completeness whi~h is 
unparalled in antiquity; but events are rarely menune~, 
aud there is an almost total absence of chronology. Dynasllc 
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. some instances the 1 lists with, 111 b found. 'b ength of the different regions 
are certainly to 1 e d t . ' . Ut these in themselves supply no 
fixed point for t le e ;.1 mmation of Indian chronology. . As 
tl'ey stand, theY arei . ~crepant, partly perhaps because of 
01:irrinal errors, btiit ~He. Y on account of the textual corrup-

o . I re t 1e mentable re 1 · · · tions wiuc 1 a d I su t of a lono- tansmlSSlon m 
111anuscri}Jt forl11 ; ~n tile. Y are misleading, ~ince they often 

' eSSlVe C yn . 
represent as succ b asties which can be proved from 
other sources to ha~e d"een contemporary. It has been shown 
that any system of dn Ian chronology, which could have been 

d 11 the ata supplied b I 1 constructe 0 1 I y t lese documents a one, 
must have been hope edss Y wrong by hundreds, and in some 

by thousan s, of years 
cases even h. d f . · 

Fortunately, t IS e ect m the literature is supplied to 
some extent from . the_ other. sources of early Indian History. 
For certain countnes I~. Ind_Ia, and for certain periods in the 
history of these c~untues, It has been possible to construct 
a sort of chronological fram~work by the aid of dated inscrip-
. nd coin-legends. Tlus most valuable kind of historical twns a d "l b . 

. d }1as been ma e avai a le enttrely by modern scholar-evl ence ' h 
h. during the last t ree generations. 

s lp When the m~numents 0~ 'India first attracted the atten
t" of archreologists, not a smgle syllable of the ancient ins-
~~n . or coin-legends could be read All knowledge of the cnptwns d 1 . · 

ancient alphabets ha: ong centunes ago, passed into oblivion. 
These alphabets, which can now be read with ease and cer
tainty, are two in nu_mber, both of them of non-Indian (Se_mi
tic) origin. They ate ~alled by scholars at the present ttme 
B l . and Kharoshthi, the names which they seem to bear ra 1n11 ' 
· ccount of the youthful Buddha's education given in a In an a z· . 
Sanskrit work called the La zta-vzstara. • 

Brahmi, which is usually, though not invariably written 
from left to right, has bee~ shown to be the parent of all the 
modern alphabets of I~dla, numerous. and widely differing 
as these are now. It IS probably denved from the type of 
Phcenician writing represented by the inscription on the 
Moabite stone (c. 890 B.c.) and it is supposed to have been 
brought into India through Mesopotamia by merchants. 
Ultimat~ly, therefore, Brahmi and all the modern Indian alpha
bets appear to have much the same origin as our own, since 
all the alphabets of Europe also are to be traced back to the 
Phcenician through the Greek. 
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Kharoshthi, which is particularly the _alph~bet of ~orth
Western India (Afghanistan and the PunJab) IS a vanety of 
the Aramaic script which prevailed gene~a~ly throughout Wes~
ern Asia in the fifth century n.c. Ongmally, no doubt, ~t 
came from the same source as Brahmi. Like most other Semi
tic alphabets, probably including Brahmi in its earliest ~ori?, 
it is written from right to left. It disappeared from 'India_ m 
the third century A.D.> but it remained m use for so~e ume 
longer in the western region of Chinese Turkestan, which had 
formed a part of the Indian Empire of Kanishka in the first 
century A.D. 

!he clue to the decipherment of both these alphabets_ was 
obtamed from bilingual coins struck by the Greek prmces 
who ruled over portions of Afghanistan and the Punjab from 
c. 200 B.c. to c. 25 B.C. These coins regularly bear on the 
0 ?verse a Greek inscription giving the name and titles of the 
kmg, and on the reverse a translation of this inscription in an 
Indian dialect and in Indian characters. As a first step in the 
pr~cess of decipherment, the names of the kings in their Indian 
guise were identified with the Greek. In this way a clue to the 
alpl_labet was obtained ; and this clue soon led to the expla
nation of the Indian titles on the coins with their Greek equi
valents; but it was only after many years of patient effort that 
th_e knowledge thus gained from the coin-legends was applied 
With complete success to the decipherment and translation of 
the long inscriptions, which are found in many parts of India 
engr d ' ave on stone or copper plates. 

~hese inscriptions, like the seals, are sometimes royal and 
sometrmes · · h · 1 

11 pnvate m character. T e com- egends are, natu-
~a yh, royal. Both inscriptions and coins are often dated either 
In t e year f · · · h 

o some kmg's reign or m t e year of some Indian era. and ·r 
be"' '. I not actually dated, they are usually capable of mg assigned . 1 "d 
Pe . d . • on arch~ologica ev1 ence, to some definite no and I I" .. 
t" oca lty. They afford, therefore, positive informa-lOn as to the h. . d"ff 
By th . . Istory of royal houses m I erent parts of India. 
te . eir aid we may sometimes restore dynastic lists and dermme the · 

. . reigns of monarchs whose very names have other-
Wise Bvani~hed from the page of history. 

ut It was · h 1· I"t . . neu er from Inc 1an I erature nor from ins-
cnptwns _that :here came the first r~y of light to pierce the 
darkne~s m which the history of AnCient India lay enveloped. 
That light came from Greece. 
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·od only, and for one corner of India 
short pen d · for one y connecte narrattve of events in the 
Possess an . f · 1 d 

Only do we h . t This 1s urms 1e by tl1e Greek his-
' bf ecns- 1 centuries e or d' campaigns of A exander the Great in the 

torians of the In 1a~ of his successor, Seleucus Nicator, in 305 
years 327-5 B.C., a_n give some account of the rise to power of 
B.C. These histonans whom t11ey call Sandrokottos. It was 

d . adventurer · d 1 an In tan 1 first recogmse t 1at Sandrokottos was 
Sir Willian Jones_ 1"" c1~1andra!rUpta, who is known from Indian 

· 1 t"fied wttl 0 f h to be tc en 1 the founder o t e Maurya Empire, which 
to have been 1 · · d A k · sources . . 1 ·eign of us gran son, so ·a, mcluded, not 

at its hetght, 1n t ~e 1nt of India with the exception of the ex-
11 the conune only a lso the greater part of the countries now 

treme South, but. ~an and Baluchistan. Within a few years of 
known as Afgha~tsAlexander, the Greek dominions in North
the departur~ 0 me under the sway o£ Chandragupta and 

. Indta r"l • ' '\Vestei n . , d in his possesswn by the treaty of peace 
h vere conhr .ne . 30~ t cy ' l d d with seleur.ns l1l !) B.C. It was certain 

. h be cone u e ' dr , whtc h ~ cession of C.1an agupta to power in the 
then: that t he~::~ taken place at some date between 325 and 
Punpb must . 
305 B.c.. identification of Sandrokottos. with Chandragupta, 

Thtlts b ought the Greek and lndtan records into rela-
h'ch lUS r k ' w 1 • ch ot11er was long nown as .te sheet-anchor' 
· •tth ea ' uon '\. 1 nolog)'· It secured a fixed point from which 

of Indtan c uo 1 · 1 d' . 'bl to measure chrono ogtca 1stances with some 
1t was poss1 e . 
a) roximation to certatnty. . . I P b of other fixed pomts have smce been gained 

A num er . , . £. n one and somettmes from another of the three 
someumes I01 · I d' 1· . of Indian h1story- n tan 1terature, Indian 
clue£ sources · · Th h · . . . and foreign authonttes. us t e penod of the 
1nscnpt10ns, ' f th ,.. . . f A ka the third emperor o e n-laurya dynasty is 
Ietgn o so • . · f h' · · · ' 
d . d b tlle menuon m one o 1s mscnpt10ns of five 

etermme y . 
t l·y Hellenic sovere1gns, whose dates are known from 

con empora . Greek history : (1) Antiochus II. of Syna (n.c. 261-246): (2) 
Ptolemy Philadelphus of Egypt (B.C. 285-247); (3) Magas of 
Cyrene (n.c. 285-258); (4) Antigonus. Gonatas of Macedon 
(n.c. 277-239); and (5) Alexander of Eptrus (ace. B.c. 272), 

The determination of the initial years of the various eras 
in which the dates of inscriptions are commonly expressed, ha~ 
further made it possible to arrange in systematic order the his
torical data which they supply. The Vikrama era of 58 B.c. 
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and the Saka era of 78 A.D. still contnue to be used in different 
parts of India. The starting points of others have been deter
mined by investigation, e.g., d1e Traikutaka, Chedi, or Kala
churi era of 249 A.D., the Gupta era of 319 A.D., and the era of 
King Harshavardhana of 606 A.D. Each of these marks the 
establishment of a great power in some region of India, and 
originally denoted the regnal years of its founder. 
. A most important epoch in the religious history of India 
ts ~arked by the rise of Jainism and Buddhism, the dates of 
wl~tch have been ascertained approximately from the combined 
e~Hlence ?f literary and inscriptional sources. These two reli-
g10ns, whtch h h . 
[ l f ave muc m common, represent the most success-
u o a numb f . of B h . er o movements directed against the formality 

ra mamsm and th f h · sixth entur e supremacy 0 t e pnestly caste in the 
members ot ~c. ~he leaders of both were Kshatriyas or 
Jnataputra, thee pnncely an~ ~ilitary caste. Vardhamana 
to 527 n c d fo~nder of Jamtsm, probably lived from 599 
ism, fro~ ~ban Sxddhartha Gautama, the founder of Buddh-

Th out 563 to 483 n.c. 
esc two ref d I" . from 73rah . orme re IgiOns, although springing directly 

, man1sm d · h · · J..deas, , -et i · an 10 entmg many of its fundamental 
~. rj,"· ,y · · mm~uce new clements into the intellectual life of 
'Br)::J aJJ.d are i111port!HH f:u:torH in its subsequent civilization. 

j'()[ tiM perirHl heforc their rise no positive dates are forth· 

(OfllitJK, '/hi~ curlier period iH reprc~eutcd by a very la~ge 
· . [ ·matwns o£ so £art-reachmg 

literature, which cxhilHt~ trans 01 f 1. · nd of soc1"al . . ge 0 · re tgwn, a 
a character 1n the domam of langua ' · d f . th ·r . . . 1 l m to . be reqmre 01 et 
•nstttullons, that centuries wou c see ch 
;tccontplish'n<·nt 1 . "ble by tracing the course o£ su 

- . t IS pOSSl • • • h 1" 
d.l<llll~~~s. to distinguish diiTcrcnt strata, ~s lt were, ln t e lt:· 
ralt;re, and so to establish a sort of relattve chronology for thts 
cal r Y pkeriod; but i~ is evident that all such dates as we may for 
t 1e sa e o£ · h 1 · f 1 · 
I 1 convenience associate wtt t us system o re atlVe 

c 1fono ogy Th l . l" . . h" • 1 . must be conjectural. e u ttmate tm1ts w1t m 
wluc 1 thts early period of Indian history must be confined 
are, on the one hand suggested by the evidence of Compara
ti vc Philology and the spread of Indo-~u~opean civilizat~on, 
and, on the other, fixed by the rise of jam1sm and Buddhism. 



CHAPTER II 

THE CIVILISATIONS OF INDIA 

TIIE word India originally meant the countr;· o[ the .· . 
'd . 1 . 1 ln er Indus. It is, in fact, etymologically 1 ent1ca Wit 1 'Sind: I 

this restricted sense it occurs in the Avesta and in the . n 
criptions of King Darius (522-486 n.c.) as denoting those Ins
ritories to the west of the Indus which, in the earlier pe .ter
of history, were more frequently Persian than Indian. Itrlods 
this province which Alexander the Great claimed as con Was 
of the Persian Empire. The name India became fan-. . 1~ueror . . 1 . • '"1 Iar t 
the ·west cluefly through Herodotus and t 1e historia o 
Alexander's campaigns; and, in accordance with what ns of 
almost seem to be a law of geographical nomenclature, th Would 
of the best known district was subsequently applied e name 
whole country. to the 

In Sanskrit literature it is only at :.1 compQrativei 
period that we find any one word to denote the Whol Y late 
nent of India. This is intelligible, as all the early li~ : 0 llti
belongs to the Aryan ch•ilization, the gradual ex ten ~1 ature 
which from the north-west into the central region a ~on of 
tually to the south may be traced historically; and ~h even. 
graphical outlook of this civilization would natu le geo. 
limited to the stage which it had reached at any ra 1y be 
time. A comprehensive term-Bharata or Bharat~art1cular 
seems to occur first in the epics~ It means • the Varsha_ 
Bharata,' and refers to a legendary monarch who is su rea}lll Of 
have exercised universal sovereignty. The historical f PPosed to 
for the name is found in the ancient Aryan tribe ofou~dation 
ratas, who are well known in the Rig-veda. t e :Bha. 

The limits of this continent of India or Bhar 
which is equal in extent to the whole of Europe with atavarsha 
~re_ for the most part well defined by nature. On °t~t Russia' 
It Is almost completely cut off from the rest of Asia b e. north' 
able mountain ranges ; and it is surrounded by the Y 1I11Pas ' 
eastern. and western sides of the triangular penins~a 0 n th~ 
forms Its southern portion. But the northern barri la '\Vhic 
absolutely secure. At its eastern and western extrern- <:r is n h 
valleys or mountain-passes provide means of corn lhes, tiv Ot 

I11un· er. 
Ication 
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with the Chinese Empire on the one hand and with Persia on 
the other. At the present time, these means o£ access to the 
Indian continent have been practically closed in the inter~sts 
of political security; but until the year 1738, when the Persian 
king Nadir Shah invaded India and sacked Delhi, the ;e1} 
capital of its Mughal emperors, countless hordes of As1~t1c 
tribes have swarmed down the valleys or over the passes wluch 
lead into India. Hence the extraordinary diversity o£ races 
and languages which, now united under one sway for the first 
time in history, together constitute the Indian Empire. ~ 
glance at the ethnographical and linguistic maps of India will 
show that the races and languages on the cast are Mongolian, 
and those on the west Persian or Scythian in character; while 
the Aryan civilization which predominates in the north is the 
result of invasions which can be traced historically, and the 
Dravidian civilization which still holds its own in the south is 
probably also due to invasions in prehistoric times. 

The chief motive of the migration of peoples, which forms 
one of the most important factors in the history of the human 
race, was scarcity of food; and the chief cause of this scarcity 
has in Central Asia been the gradual desiccation of the land. 
How~ver this desiccation may have arisen, whether through 
phys1cal causes which affect the whole of our planet, or through 
th~ thrusting up, by shrinkage of the ear~'s cr~st, of lofty moun
tam-ranges which cut off the rain-beanng wmds from certain 
regions, or again by man's improvidence in the destruction of 
forests and the neglect of natural means of irrigation, it is a 
p~leno.menon the progress of which may be traced to some extent 
lustoncally. Explorations in Baluchistan and Seistan have 
brought to light the monume.nts of past civilizations which 
perished becau.se of the drying up of the land; and above all the 
rcsea:ches of Sir Aurel Stein in Chinese Turkestan have supplied 
us Wlth materials and observations from which it will be possible 
eventually to. write the history of desicca.ti.on in this part of 
th~ world With some chronological preclSlon. Archa!ological 
~v1den.ce prov~s. that this region which is now a rainless desert, 
rn whi~h ~0 hvmg being can exist because of the burning heat 
and blmdmg sand-storms in summer and the arctic cold in 
winter, was once the seat of a flourishing civilization; and the 
study of t~e written documents and works of art, discovered 
at the vano~s ancient sites which have been explored, shows 
that these Sites were abandoned one by one at dates varying 
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from about the first century B.C. to the nin~ century A.D •. The 
importance of these observations, as beanng on . the ~Is tory 
of India, lies in the consideration that its present ISolatiO~ on 
the land-side was by no means so complete in former umes, 
when the river-valleys and mountain-passes on the east ~nd 
west of the Himalayas were open, and when the great lug~l
roads leading from China to India on the e.ast, and from Ind1a 
through Baluchistan or Afghanistan to Pers1a and so to Europe 
on the west, not only afforded a constant means of ~ommunica
tion, but also permitted the migration of vast multttudes. 

The invaders from the east, greatly as they have modified 
the ethnology and the languaaes of India, have left no enduring 
record whether in the ad~ancement of ciyilization or in 
literature. Invaders from the west, on the other hand, have 
determined the character of the whole continent. In our sketch 
of the civilization of Ancient India, we shall have to deal 
especially with two of these invasions-the Dravidian and the 
Aryan. 

It has sometimes been supposed that the Dravidians were 
the aborigines of India; but it seems more probable that these 
are rather to be sought among the numerous primitive tribes 
which still inhabit mountainous districts and other region' 
difficult of access. Such, for example, are the Gonds, found · s 

d'ff · ln many 1 erent parts of India, who remam even to the prese t 
day in the stone age of culture, using flint implements, hunt· n 
with ?o.ws and .arrows, and holding the mos~ :udimentary for~~ 
of rehg10us belle£. The view that the Dravtdtans were invad 
who came into India from the north-west in prehistoric t' ers, 

· h . tmes recetves support from the fact that the Bra m language sp k ' 
in certain districts of Baluchistan, belongs to the sam~ f 0 ~n 
as the Dravidian languages of Southern India; and it is poa~blly 
l t . ' SSt le t 1a It may testtfy to an ancient settlement of the Drav· d. 

before they invaded India. In any case, Dravidian civil/ 1~ns 
was predominant in India before the coming of the A zatton 
Many o£ the Dravidian peoples now speak Aryan or rythans. 
language · · 11 . 1 · o er s not ongma y thetr own; but t 1ey still retain h . 
~wn hlanguages and their characteristic social customs i t etr 
ou\, and in certain hilly tracts of Central India; and n 1 the 
c~~ 1 . e ~0 doubt that they have very greatly influenced ~ lere 
ovt tzatton .and A~an religion in the North. Their liter ryan 
do no~ begm untll some centuries after the Christian er atures 
the extstence of the great D .d. kt'ngdoms in th 8 a, hut rav1 tan e outh 

may 
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be traced in Sanskrit literature and in inscriptions from a much 
earlier period. . 

The term Aryan was formerly, chiefly through the mfluence 
~>£ the writings of 1V1ax l'vluller, used in a broad sense so as t_o 
Include the whole family of Indo-European l~nguages. It_ IS 

now almost universally restricted to the Persmn and Indmn 
groups of this family, as being the distinctive title used in 
their ancient scriptures. . . 

These two groups have in common so many characto·tsttc 
features, in regard to which they differ from the other mem
bers of the family, that we can only conclude that there ~ust 
have been a period in which the ances_tors of _the Persmns 
of the Avesta and of the Indians of the Rtg-veda hved together 
as one people and spoke a common language. 'Vhen a separation 
took place, the Persian Aryans occupied Bactria, the region of 
Bal!<-h, i.e., Afghanistan north of the Hindu Kush, and Persia, 
whtlc the Indian Aryans crossed over the passes of the Hindu 
Kush into the valley of the Kabul River in southern Afghanistan, 
and thence into the country of the Indus, i.e. the North
Western Frontier Province and the northern Punjab. The date 
of this separation cannot be determined with much accuracy. 
T?e most ancient literatures of the two peopleS-the Indian 
Rtg_-veda, possibly as early as 1200 n.c., and the Persian Avesta, 
dattng from the time of Zoroaster, probably about 660-583 n.c.
aff<?rd no· conclusive evidence from which it is possible to 
estt~ate the distance of time which separates them from the 
fer_10d_ of unity; but an examination of the two languages seems 
d~ Indicate. that the c~mmon speech from which th~y are derived 

d not differ matenally from that of the Rtg-veda, since 
Avestan forms are, from the etymological point of view, mani
~estly later than Vedic forms, and may generally be deduced 
rom them by the application of certain well ascertained laws 

of. pho?etic change. It may be inferred, then, that the Aryan 
rnigratton into India took place during a period which is 
~~~~rate~ by no long interval from the date of the earliest 

tan hterature. 

'The progress of Aryan civilization in India is determined 
n~~rally by the geographical conformation of the continent, 
w Ich is divided into three well-defined principal regions: 

. (I) North-Western India, the country of the Indus and its 
tnbutaries. This region, bounded by mountainous districts on 
the north and west, is separated from the country of the Ganges 
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and Jumna on the east by the deserts of Rajputana. 
has often been associated in history the country of 
(including Cutch and Kathiawar) to the south. 

l7 

'.Vith it 
Gujarat 

(2) Hindustan, the country of the Ganges and the Jumna 
and their tributaries, the great plain which constitutes the main 
portion of Northern India. 

(3) The Deccan or 'Southern' (Skt. dahshina) India, the 
large triangular table-land lying south of the Vindyya 

•Mountains, together with the narrow strips of plain-land which 
form its fringe on the eastern and western sides. 

The first of these regions is in character transitional between 
India and Central Asia. Into it have poured untold waves o£ 
invasion-Persian, Greek, Scythic, Hun, etc.-and many of 
these have spent their force within its limits. Hence its ex
traordinary diversity in race, language, and religion. The 
second has been the seat of great kingdoms, some of which, both 
in the Hindu and in the 1\Iuhammadan periods, have gro, 
by conquest into mighty empires including the whole of Northe;n 
India and considerable portions, but ne,·er the whole, of th n 
South. It has always incl~de~ mos~ of the cl~ief centres 0~ 
religious and intellectual ltfe m Ind1a. The thn·d region h 
a character of its own. The history of its kingdoms and the~~ 
struggle for supremacy among themselves have usually b 
enacted within its own borders. It has, as a rule, success£ e~ln 
resisted the political, and has only by slow degrees admitted u hy 
intellectual, influence of the North; but when it has acce t e 
ideas or institutions it has held them with great tenacit pted 
that the South is now in many respects the most orthodo '!• so 
the most conservative portion of the continent. X and 

The literary an~ inscriptional records of Ancient In . 
enable us to trace w1th a remarkable degree of continu·t d1a 
course of Aryan civilization through the periods durin 1 Y ~he 
it passed from the first of these regions into the second ag :hlch 
eventually into the third. But it must always be rem. n then 
that these records are partial, in the sense that they rernbered 
on.ly one type of civilization and only tho~e countries t~Pres~nt 
tlus civilization had extended at any parttcular epoch. Wh1ch 
this fact be borne constantly in mind, the records ar Dnless 
produce the impression of a unity and a homogeneit e ~pt to 
political, r~Iigious, ~nd soc~al life. wh!ch never exist~d In the 
best corrective for thts false nnpresswn 1s to study Anc· · The 
always in the light of our knowledge of Modern lnd ~ent India 

Ia and in F2 
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the light of general history. •India is and, in historical times, 
always has been composed of a number of large countries and 
a multitude of smaller communities, each having its own com
plicated racial history and each pursuing its own particular 
lines of development independently of its neighbours. In 
India, as in Europe, one or other of the constituent countries 
has from time to time succeeded in creating a great empire at 
the expense of its neighbours. But the mightiest of these 
empires, that of the Maurya kings of Magadha in the third 
century n.c., and that of the Mughal kings of Delhi at its height 
in the last years of the seventeenth century A.D., have never 
been co-extensive with the continent; they have never included 
the extreme south of India. They were won by conquest and 
maint~ined by power; and, when the power failed, the various 
countnes which constituted these empires reasserted their 
independence ... Neither has religion at any time formed a com
plete bond of union between these multitudinous and diverse 
nationalities. The Brahmanical systems of thought and practice 
founded on the Vedas have never gained universal acceptance, 
as some of their text-books might lead us to suppose. Not only 
~as. their supremacy contested even in the region which was 
b e~~ stronghol~~the country of_ t~e Ganges and. the Jumna-

y eformed rchgwns such as Jamtsm and Buddhtsm; but their 
appeal was everywhere almost exclusively to the higher castes 
~ho can never have formed the majority of the population. 

ost of the people no doubt, in Ancient as in Modern India 
were · h ' · . ' f ea er confessedly, or at heart and m practice, followers 
0 .r;;_ore primitive forms of faith. As W. Crooke says,2 in de
sc;1 tng present religious conditions, " The fundamental religion 
~... the majority of the people-Hindu, Buddhist, or even 
lv.t usalman . . . . . Tl 

-1s mamly ammtsttc. 1e peasant may nominally Worship th . 
of d' e greater gods; but when trouble comes m the shape 

k tsease, drought, or famine, it is from the older gods that he 
see s relief." 

'"Imperial Gazetteer of b1dia, i. p. 432. 



CHAPTER III 

THE PERIOD OF THE VEDAS 

THE Sanskrit word veda comes from the root vid 'to know,' 
which ocn;rs in the Latin vid-eo and in the Anglo-Saxon wit
an, from which our English forms wit, wisdom, etc. are derived. 
It is especially used to denote the four collections of sacred 
'wisdom,' which form the ultimate basis on which rest not only 
all the chief systems of Indian religion and philosophy, but also 
practically the whole of the Aryari intellectual civilization in 
India, whether sacred or secular. The most ancient of these 
collections is the Rig-veda, or ' the Veda of the Hymns.' It 
consists of I 028 hymns intended to accompany the sacrifices 
offered to the various deities of the ancient Indian pantheon. 
In respect of style and historical character it may be compared 
most fittingly to the 'Psalms of David' in the Hebrew scriptures. 
If compared by the number of verses, it is rather more than 
four times as long. 

Internal evidence, supplied by changes in language and 
progress in thought, shows that the composition of the hymns 
of the Rig-veda must have extended over a considerable period. 
They were handed down from generation to generation in the 
families of the 'rishis,' or sacred bards, who composed them· 
and, at a later date, when their venerable antiquity had invested 
them with the character of inspired scriptures, they 'Were 
collected together and arranged on a two-fold plan, firstly 
:tccording to their traditional authorship, and secondly, accord~ 
ing to the divinities to whom the hymns in each group We 
addressed. Like all the other works of the Vedic period t{e 
Rigveda has been transmitted orally from one generation ;e 
another from a remote antiquity even down to the present da 0 

If all the manuscripts and all the printed copies were destroyeJ· 
its text could even now be recovered from the mouths of Iivi ' 
men, with absolute fidelity as to the form and accent of eveng 
single word. Such a tradition has only been possible throu r~ 
the wonderfully perfect organization of a system of school g 

d . · h' h 5 of Ve 1c study, m w 1c untold generations of students have sp 
their lives from boyhood to old age in learning the sacred t ent 

exts 
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and in teaching them to their pupils. This is, beyond all 
question, the most ~arvellous inst~nce of unbroken c~ntinuity 
to be found in the history of mankmd; and the marvel mcreases 
when we consider that this extraordinary feat of the human 
memory has been concerned rather with th~ minutely acc:u~te 
preservation of the forms of words than w1th the transmiSSI?n 
of their meaning. The Brahmans, who, for long centunes 
past, have repeated Vedic texts in their daily prayers and in 
their religious services, have attached little or no importance 
to their sense; but so faithfully has the verbal tradition been 
maintained by the Vedic schools that 'various readings' can 
scarcely be said to exist in the text of the Rig-veda which has 
come down to us. It has probably suffered no material change 
since about the year 700 B.c., the approximate date of the jJada
patha or 'word-text,' an ingenious contrivance, by which each 
word in the sentence is registered separately and independently 
of its context, so as to supply a means of checking the readino-s 
of the samhita-jJatha or • continuous text,' and thus preventi1~o
textual corruption. But the sense of many Vedic words wa~ 
either hopelessly lost or extremely doubtful nearly two thousand 
fi!ve hundred years ago, when Yaska wrote his Nintkta. In fact, 
at that period the Vedic language was already regarded as 
divine; and its obscurities in no way tended to detract from its 
sacred character-for, as the commentator, Sayana (died 1387 
A.D.), quoting a popular maxim of the time, says: " It is no fault 
of the post if the blind man cannot see it "-but rather to 
strengthen the belief in its super-human origin. Orthodox 
Hindus, then as now, believed that the Vedas were the revealed 
word of God, and so beyond the scope of human criticism. It 
remained, therefore, for Western scholars in the nineteenth 
centur~, who were able to approach the. subject without pre
possessiOns, not only to bring to light agam the original mean
mg of many passarres of the Rig-veda, but also to show the 
historical significan~e of the whole collection as one of the most 
interesting and valuable records of antiquity. 

Th_e region in which the hymns of the Rigveda were com
posed 1s clearly determined by their geographical references. 
About twenty-five rivers are mentioned; and nearly all of these 
belong to the system of the Indus. They include not only its 
five great branches on the east, from which the Punjab, 'the 
land of the five rivers,' derives its name, but also tributaries on 
the north-west. We know, therefore, that the Aryans of the 
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Rigveda inhabited a territory which included portions of S.E. 
Afghanistan, the N.-\'\1". Frontier Province, and the Punjab. 

Like many later invaders of India, they, no doubt, came 
into this region over the passes of the Hindu Kush range of 
mountains. Sanskrit literature subsequent to the date of the 
Rig-veda enables us to trace the progress of their Aryan civiliza
tion in a south-easterly direction until the time when it was 
firmly established in the plains of the Jumna and the Ganges. 
These two great rivers were known even in the times of the Rig
veda; but at that peroicl they merely formed the extreme limit 
of the geographical outlook. 

The type of civilization depicted in the Rig-veda is by no 
means primitive. It is that of a somewhat advanced military 
aristocracy ruling in the midst of a subject people of far inferior 
culture. There is a wide gulf fixed between the fair-skinned 
Aryans and the clark Dasyus-the name itself is contemptuous, 
meaning usually 'demons '-whom they are conquering and en
slaving. This distinction of colour marks the first step in the 
development of the caste-system, which afterwards attained to 
a degree of· rigidity and complexity unparalleled elsewhere in 
the history of the world. 

The conquerors themselves are called comprehensively ' the 
five peoples'; and these peoples are divided into a number of 
tribes, some of whom are to be traced in later Indian history. 
The Aryan tribes were not always united against the people o£ 
the land, but sometimes made war ~mong themselves. Each 
tribe was governed by a king; and the kingly office was usually 
hereditary, but sometimes, perhaps, elective. As among other 
Indo-European peoples, the constitution of the tribe was 
m~:>clelled on that of the family ; and the king, as head, ruled 
wtth the aiel and advice of a council of elders who represented 
its v~rious branches. Thus, the state of society was patriarchal : 
but. It w~s no longer nomadic. The people lived in villages, and 
thetr clue£ occupations were pastoral and agricultural. 

In war, the chief weapons were bows and arrows, though 
s;vords, spears, and battle-axes were also used. The army con
ststed of foot-soldiers and charioteers. The former were pro
bab:y marshalled village by village and tribe by tribe as in 
anCH~nt Gre~ce and Germany, and as in Afghanistan. The War
chanots, whtc~ may have been used only by the nobles, carried 
two men, a dnver and a fighting man who stood on his left. 

In the arts of peace considerable progress had been made. 
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The skill of the weaver, the carpenter, and the smith furnish 
many a simile in the hymns. The metals chiefly worked were 
gold and copper. It is doubtful if silver and iron were known 
in the age of the Rig-veda. 

Among the favourite amusements were hunting, chariot
races, and games of dice-the last mentioned a sad snare both 
in Vedic times and in subsequent periods of Indian history. 

The religion of the Aryan invaders of India, like that of 
other ancient peoples of the same Indo-European family
Greeks, Romans, Germans, and SlavS--was a form of nature 
worship, in which the powers of the heavens, the firmament, and 
the earth were deified. Thus Indra, the god of the storm, is a 
giant who with his thunderbolt shatters the stronghold of the 
demon and recovers the stolen cows, even as the lightning-flash 
pierces the cloud and brings back the rains to earth; while Agni 
(the Latin ignis), the god of fire, is manifested in heaven as the 
sun, in the firmament as the lighting, and on earth as the sacrifi
cial fire produced mysteriously from the friction of the fire-sticks. 
The sacrifice is the link which connects man with the gods, who 
take delight in the oblations, and, in return, shower blessings 
-wealth in cows and horses, and strength in the form of stal
wart son~n the pious worshipper. There are also other 
aspects of this religion. The spirits of the departed dwell in 
'the world of the Fathers,' where they are dependent for their 
sustenance on the offerings of their descendants; and ever lurk
ing around man are the•demons of famine and disease, whose 
insidious attacks can only be averted through the favour of the 
beneficient dieties. 

A certain amount of this Vedic mythology is common to 
Indo-European peoples, as is proved by such equations as the 
following :-

Skt. Dyaus pitar-, 'the Sky-father'= Gk. Zeus pater= 
Lat. ]u-jJiter=Anglo-Saxon Tiw (cf. Tiwes doeg=Eng. Tues
day). 

Skt. Ushasa-, 'the Dawn'=Gk. Eos for•Ausos=Lat. Aurora 
for • A usosa=Anglo-Saxon east-t (Eng. east). 

Points of siiJoiilarity wi~h the ~ncient Persian religion are 
numerous; and, m esumatmg the1r cogency as evidence that 
the Persian and Indian Aryans dwelt together for some period 
after their separation from the other branches of the Indo
European stock, we must bear in mind the fact that the Per
sian religion, as represented in the Avesta, is the outcome 
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of the reforms of Zoroaster (660-583, n.c.) which, presumably, 
did away with much of its ancient mythology. It must suffice 
here to mention one striking feature which the two religions 
share in common. The Vedic offerings of soma, the intoxica
ting juice of a plant, find their exact counterpart in the Aves
tan haoma, a word which is etymologically identical. 

The hymns of the Rig-veda were the work of priestly 
bards who took no small pride in their poetic skill; and, al
though we may find much monotony in the collection, due to 
the great number of hymns which are sometimes devoted to 
the same topic, and numerous difficulties and obscurities, 
caused chiefly by our own defective knowledge of the language 
and of the period, yet the beauty and strength of many of 
the hymns are such as fully to justify this pride. The prin
ciples of scansion are determined by the number of syllables 
in each line, by a ctesura after the fourth or fifth syllable, and 
by quantity, as in Greek and Latin, except that the rigid 
scheme of short and long is generally confined to the endings 
of the lines. The commonest metres are of eight, eleven, or 
twelve syllables to the line, and three or four of these lines 
usually make a verse. But there are a number of other varieties, 
some of them more complicated in structure. 

The office of priest, therefore, required not only a know
ledge of the ritual of the sacrifice, but also some skill in the 
making of hymns. No doubt, originally the king of the tribe 
was supreme in sacred as in secular matters; and it is possible 
that certain indications of this earlier state of affairs may 
still survive in the Rig-veda. But already, by a natural divi
~ion of labour the performence of the ordinary sacrifices on the 
king's behalf was in practice entrusted to a priest specially 
appointed, who was called pU1·ohita (= Latin, 'prtefectus'). 
This office, too, had probably become hereditary, and it tended 
to ~~w in importance with the strengthening of the religious 
t.radawn. 

Thus, although in the early period of the Rig-veda, the 
caste-~ystem was unknown-the four castes are only definitely 
me~uoned in one of the latest hymns--yet the social conditions 
wh1ch led to its development were already present. As we have 
seen, the first great division between conquerors and conquered 
was founded on colour. In fact, the same Sanskrit word, varna, 
means both 'colour' and 'caste.' This was the basis on which 
a broad distinction was subsequently drawn between the 'twice-
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born,' i.e. those who were regularly admitted into the religious 
community by the investiture of the sacred cord, and the servile 
caste or Sudras. The three-fold divisions of the 'twice-born' 
into the ruling class (K.shatriyas), the priests (Brahmanas), and 
the tillers of the soil (Vaisyas) finds its parallel in other Indo
European communities, and indeed it seems to represent the 
natural distribution of functions which occurs generally in 
human societies at a similar st~ge of advancement. 

Of the more primitive inhabitants of the land the Rig-veda 
teaches us little, except that they were a pastoral people pos
sessing large herds of cattle and having as defences numerous 
strongholds. Contemptuous references describe them as a dark
complexioned, flat-faced, 'noseless' race, who spoke a language 
which was unintelligible, and followed religious practices which 
were abhorrent to their conquerors. Of all the rest of India 
beyond the country of the Rig-veda we know nothing whatever 
at this period. 

Of the three other Vedas two are directly dependent on 
the Rig-veda. They are especially intended for the use of the 
two orders of priests who took part in the sacrifices in addition 
to the Hotar who recited the verses selected from the Rig-veda. 
The Sama-veda, which chiefly consists of verses from the Rig
veda 'pointed' for the benefit of the Udgatar or singing priest, 
has little or no historical value. The Yajur-veda, which con
tains the sacrificial formul<e to be spoken in an undertone by 
the Adhvaryu, while he performed the manual portions of the 
ceremony, is on the other hand a most important document 
for the history of the period to which it belongs. It introduces 
us not only to a new region, but also to a complete transforma
tion of religious and social conditions. 

The Yajur-veda marks a further advance in the trend of 
Aryan civilization from the country of the North-West into 
tile great central plain of India. Its geography is that of Kuru
kshetra, ' the field of the Kurus,' or the eastern portion of 
the plain which lies between the Sutlej and the Jumna, and 
Panchala, the country to the south-east between the Jumna and 
the. Gange~. This region, bounded on the west by the sacred 
re~wn wh~ch lay between the rivers Sarasvati (Sarsuti) and 
Dnshadvati (Chautang), was the land in which the complicated 
system of Brahmanical sacrifices was evolved, and it was in later 
times regarded with especial reverence as ' the country of the 
holy sages,' while the first home of the Aryan invaders of India 
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seems to have been almost forgotten. Kuru-kshetra is also the 
scene of the great battle which forms the main subject of the 
national epic, the Mahabharata. One o£ its capitals was 
Indraprastha, the later Delhi, which became the capital of the 
whole of India under the Mughal emperors, and which has, 
in 1912, been restored to its former proud position. 

Religious and social conditions, as reflected in the Yajur
veda, differ very widely from those of the period of the Rig
veda. All the moral elements in religion seem to have dis
appeared, extinguished by an elaborate and complicated system 
of ceremonial which is regarded no longer as a means of worship 
but as an end in itself. Sin in the Rig-veda means the 
transgression of the divine laws which govern the universe: in 
the Yajur-veda it means the omission-whether intentional or 
accidental-Of some detail in the endless succession of religious 
observances which filled man's life from birth to death. The 
sacrifice had developed into a system of magic by means of 
which supernatural powers might be attained; and the powers 
thus gained might be used for any purpose, good or bad, 
spiritual or temporal, and even to coerce the gods themselves. 
In the Ya jur-veda also, the earlier stages of the caste-sytem, is 
cs~entially the form which it bears to the present day, are 
distinctly seen. Not only are the four great social divisions 
hardening into castes, but a number of mixed castes also are 
mentioned. Thus were· fixed the outlines of the system which 
subsequently, by further differentiation according to trades, 
etc., became extraordinarily complicated. The tremendous 
spiritual power, which the sacrifice placed in the hands of the 
priestly caste, was no doubt the cause which directly led to tl1e 
predominance of this caste in the social system. 

Tht religion and the social system of the Yajur-veda 
1 epresent, to a great extent, the development of tendencies which 
are clearly to be recognized in the Rig-veda; but they also, no 
doubt, show the influence of the religious beliefs and the social 
institutions of the earlier non-Aryan inhabitants of India; and 
it seems possible sometimes to trace this influence. To cite one 
instance only. Snai(e-worship is common among primitive 
peoples in India. No trace of it is to be found in the Rig
veda, but it appears in the Yajur-veda. The presumption, 
therefore, is that it was borrowed from the earlier non-Aryan 
peoples. 

The Atharva-veda differs from the other three in not being 
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connected primarily with the sacrifices. It is generally more 
popular in character than the Rig-veda. It represents the old
world beliefs of the common people about evil spirits and the 
effcacy of spells and incantations rather than the more advanced 
Yiews of the priests. Although the collection is manifestly 
later in date than the Rig-veda, yet, for the history of early 
civilization, it is even more valuable, since much of its subject
matter belongs to a more primitive phase of religion. It is 
especially important for the history of science in India, as its 
charms to avert or cure diseases through the magical efficacy 
of plants contain the germs of the later systems of medicine. 

The geographical information supplied by the Atharva
veda is not sufficient to enable us to determine the precise 
locality in which it was compiled; but the tribes mentioned 
in it indicate that the full extent of the two first regions occupied 
by the Aryan civilization during the earlier and later Vedic 
periods..-the country of the Indus and the country of the 
Ganges and the Jumna-was known at the time when the collec
tion was made. 

For a long period, Aryan civilization was confined within 
these limits. The definitions of the whole region, and of its 
chief divisions, are thus given in The Laws of Manu, a work, 
in its present form, of a much later date, but undoubtedly re
presenting the traditions from Vedic. times: 

Aryavarta, ' the country of the Aryans,' is the district lying 
between the Himalaya and the Vindhya Mountains, and extend
ing from the eastern to the western sea. 

Madhya-desa, 'the Middle Country,' is that portion of 
Aryavarta, which lies between the same two mountain ranges, 
and is bounded by Vinasana (the place where the river Sarasvati 
loses itself in the sand) on the west, and by Prayaga (the modern 
Allahabad, where the Ganges and the Jumna meet) on the east. 

Brahmarshi-desa, 'the country of the holy sages,' includes 
t~e territories of the Kurus, Matsyas, Panchalas and Surasenas 
(z.e. the eastern half of the State of Patiala and of the Delhi 

?ivisio_n of the Punjab, the Alwar State and adjacent territory 
m Rajputana, the region which lies between the Ganges and 
the Jumna, and the Muttra District in the United Provinces). 

Brahmavarta, 'the Holy Land,' lies between the sacred 
rive:s Sa:asvati (Sarsuti) and Drishadvati (Chautang), and may 
be Identified generally with the modern Sirhind. Its precise 
situation is somewhat uncertain owing to the. difficulty of 
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tracing the courses of rivers in this region; for many of them 
lose themselves in the sand and sometimes reappear at a distance 
of several miles. That Brahmavarta formed part of Kuru
kshetra is seen from the following verse from the Mahabharata: 

"Dakshi!zetra Sarasvatya Drishadvatyuttare!za clza 
Ye vasauti Kun1kshetre, tc vasa11ti Trivislzfape". 

"Those, who dwell in Kuru-kshetra to the south of the Sarasvati and 
the north of the Drisadvati, dwell in Heaven". 



CHAPTER 'IV 

THE PERIOD OF THE BRAHMANAS AND UPANISHADS 

THE most ancient works of Indian literature, with which we 
have been dealing hitherto, are almost entirely in verse. This 
fact is in accordance with the general rule that poetry precedes 
prose in the development of literature. The only prose to be 
found in the Vedas occurs in some versions of the Yajur-veda, 
where a sort of commentary is associated with the verse portions. 
From this point of departure, we may trace the growth of a 
large prose literature of a similar character. Each of the Vedas 
was handed down traditionally in a number of priestly schools 
devoted entirely to its study, and each of these schools pro
duced in the course of time its own particular text-book, in the 
form of an elaborate prose treatise, intended to explain to the 
priest. the mystical significance of that portion of the sacrificial 
ceremony which he was called upon to perform. These trea
tises are styled Brahmanas or 'religious manuals.' Their con
tents are of the most miscellaneous character; but they may be 
classified broadly under three categories:- ( 1) directions (vidlzi), 
(2) explanations (m·thavada), and (3) theosophical specula

tions (upanishad). The last were, as we shall see, developed 
more fully in a special class of works bearing the same title. 
The Brahma,!as presuppose an intimate acquaintance with the 
very complicated ritual of the sacrifice; and they would have 
heen unintelligible to us, if we had not fortunately also pos
-sessed the later 'Siitras,' in which each separate branch of Vedic 
lore is minutely explained. 

The Brahmal).aS are priestly documents in the narrowest and 
most exclusive sense of the term. At first sight, their contents 
would seem to be the most hopeless possible form of historical 
material. . It. is only incid~ntally and _ a_ccidentally that they 
afford any msight whatever mto the political and social condi
ti_ons of the country and the period to which they belong. They 
g_,v_e an utterly one-sided view even of th_e religion. But re
hgwn had other and nobler aspects even 111 this priest-ridden 
age, and the memorial of these is preserved in the Upanishads. 

Nevertheless, there are found embedded in the Brahmanas 
a number of old-world legends which supply valuable evidence 
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for the history of primitive human culture .. For instance, a 
reminiscence of the far distant period, in which humap sacrifices 
prevailed, is to be seen in a story told in the Aitareya Brahmana 
(VII. iii.) of the Rig-veda, about a Brahman lad named 
~~tmahsepa, who was about to be sacrificed to the god Varuna, 
when the god himself appeared and released him. Another 
story in the same Brahmana (II. i.) illustrates the stages of 
transition from human sao·ifice, in which at first some animal, 
and subsequently a cake made of rice, was in ordinary practice 
substituted for the human victim. 

Occasionally also some valuable information as to the social 
and political state of India may be gleaned from the Brahmanas. 
The coronation ceremonies referred to in the eighth book of 
the Aitareya Brahmana show how completely the priestly caste 
had, in theory at least, gained supremacy over the kingly caste. 
The same book, moreover, shows .an extension of the 
geographical horizon, for it mentions by name a number of the 
peoples of Southern India .. It also records the kingly titles 
used in different regions of India; and these titles seem to show 
that, at this early period, the most diverse forms of government 
ranging from absolute monarchies to seH-governing (svaraJ) 
communities were to be found. This interpretation would 
certainly be in accordance with what ·we know from the inscrip
tions and other historical sources of a later date. The interesting 
fact, that the Brahmanical religion did not include all the 
tribes of Aryan descent, is gathered from the account given in 
the Tandya Brahmana of certain sacrifices (the vrat)'a-stomas), 
which were performed on the ·admission of such Aryans into 
the Brahman community. The description of these non
Brahmanical AryanS--" they pursue neither agriculture nor 
commerce; their laws are in a constant state of confusion; they 
speak the same language as those who have received Brahmanical 
consecration, but nevertheless call what is easly spoken hard 
to pronounces '-shows that they were freebooters speaking the 
Prakrits or dialects allied to Sanskrit. 

For the student of language the Brahmanas possess the 
highest interest. They are perfect mines of philological speci
mens: . They show a great variety of forms which are 
trans~tiOnal between the language of the Rig-veda and the later 
Classical ~anskrit; and as being, together with the prose portions 
of the YaJur-veda, the oldest examples of Indo-European prose, 

3 Trans. in Waber, Ind. Lit., p. 67. 
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they afford materials for the study of the development from its 
very beginnings of a prose style and of a more complicated 
syntax than is feasible in ordinary verse. Thus we find, existing 
side by side in India at the same period, an ancient poetry, no 
longer primitive in character but elaborated by many genera
tions of bards, and a rudimentary prose, which often reminds 
us of the first attempts of a child or an uneducated person to 
express his thoughts in writing. _ 

The geography of the Brahmanas is generally the land of 
the Kurus and Panchalas, ' the country of the holy sages' ; bqt 
at times it lies more to the west or m.ore to the east of this 
region. The Satapatha Brahmana is especially remarkable for 
its wide geographical outlook. Some of its books belong to the 
first home of the Aryan invaders in the north-west. In others 
the scene changes from the court of Janamejaya, king of the 
Kurus, to the court of Janaka, king of Videha (Tirhut or N. 
Bihar). The legend of Mathava, king of Videgha (the older 
form of Videha), in the first book, indicates the progress of 
Brahmanical culture from the ' Holy Land' of the Sarasvati, 
first into Kosala (Oudh), and then over the river Sadanira 
(probably the Great Gandak, a tributary :of the Ganges) which 
formed its boundary, into Videha. 

The Satapatha Brahmana supplies an important link in 
the history of religion and literature in India; for it is closely 
connected with Buddhism on the one hand, and with the ancient 
Sanskrit epics on the other. Many of the terms which sub
sequently became characteristic of Buddhism, such as arhat 
' saint' and sram,ana • ascetic, ' first occur in the Satapatha; and 
among the famous teachers mentioned in it are the Gautamas, 
the n:ahman family whose patronymic was adopted by the 
Kshatnya family in which Buddha was born. It was to 
Ja':amejaya, king of the Kurus, that the story of one of the great 
ep1c poemS-the Mahabharata-is said to have been related· 
while Janaka, king of Vedha, is probably to be identified with 
Janaka, the father of Sita, the heroine of the other great epic, 
the Ramayana. 

. Such ar.e some of the comparatively few features of general 
mterest wh1ch relieve the dreary monotony of the endless 
ritualistic and liturgical disquisitions of the Brahmanas. As 
we have seen, the kind of religion depicted in the Brahmanas 
is absolutely mechanical and unintelligent. The hymns from 
the Rig·veda are no longer used with any regard to their sense, 
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but verses are taken away from their context and strung together 
fantastically, because they all contian some magical word, or 
because the scheme of their metres, when arranged according 
to the increasing or decreasing number of syllables, resembles 
a thunderbolt wherewith the sacrificer may slay his foes, or for 
some other equally valid reason. Such a system may have been 
useful enough to secure the supremacy of the Brahmans and to 
keep the common people in their proper place; but it is not 
to be imagined that it can ever have satisfied the intellectual 
aspirations of the Brahmans themselves ; and, as a matter of 
fact, there has always been in India a broad distinction between 
a ' religion of works, ' intended for the common people and for 
the earlier stages in the religious life, and a ' religion of know
ledge' which appealed only to an intellectual aristocracy. 
Certain hymns of reflection in the Rig-veda and the Atharva
veda show that the eternal problems of the existence and the 
nature of a higher power, and of its relation to the universe 
and to man, were already filling the thoughts of sages even at 
this early period; and, as we have seen, theosophical speculation 
finds its place even in the Brahmanas. It is, however, specially 
developed in certain treatises, called Upanishads, which usually 
come at the end of the Brahmanas, separated from them by 
Aranyakas or ' forest-books,' which are transitional in character 
as in position. Thus the whole of Vedic literature, which is 
comprehensively styled sruti or 'revelation' as distinguished 
from the later sm1·iti or 'tradition,' falls into two great classes. 
The Vedas and Brahmanas belong to the • religion of works,' 
and the Aranyakas and Upanishads to the • religion of 
knowledge.' 

A. similar principle of division applies also to the four 
asramas, or rel_igious stages, into which the life of the Brahman 
is theoretically divided. In the first, he lives as a pupil in the 
family of his guru and learns from him the sacred texts and the 
sacr~ficial procedure; in the second, he marries and brings up a 
family, religiously observing all the domestic rites; in the third, 
after he _has seen the face of his grandson, he goes forth into the 
forest, either accompanied by his wife or alone, to live the life 
of an anchorite; and in the fourth, he abandons all earthly ties 
and ~evotes ~imsel£ to meditation on the atman or • Supreme 
Soul. In th1s way, his life is divided between the • reliaion of 
works' in the two first, and the 'religion of knowledge /'in the 
two last stages. 
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The Upanishads, with which the philosophical hymns of 
the Rig-veda and the Atharva-veda are closely connected in 
spirit, lead us into the realm of what we should call philosophy 
rather than religion. But the two have never been separated 
in India, where the latter has always been regarded as the 
necessary preparation for the former. Orthodoxy consists in 
the unquestioning acceptance of the social system and the. reli
gious observances of Brahmanism. Beyond this, speculation is 
free to range without restriction, whether it lead to pantheism, 
to dualism, or even to atheism. 

The Upanishads are not systematic. They contain no 
orderly expositions of metaphysical doctrine. They give no 
reasons for the views which they put forth. They are the work 
of thinkers who were poets rather than philosophers. But 
nevertheless they contain all the main ideas which formed the 
germs of the later systems of philosophy, and are, therefore, of 
the utmost importance for the history of Indian thought. 

The object of the 'religion of knowledge' is neither earthly 
happiness nor the rewards of heaven. Such may be the fruits 
of the 'religion of works.' But, according to Indian ideas, the 
joys of earth and of heaven are alike transient. They may be 
pursued by the man of the world who mistakes appearances for 
realities; but the sage turns away from them, for he knows that, 
as the result of works, the human soul is fast bound in a chain 
of mundane existences, and that it will go on from birth to 
birth, whether in this world or in other worlds, its condition in 
each state of existence being determined by the good or evil 
deeds performed in previous existences. His sole aim, therefore, 
is to obtain mukti, or 'release,' from this perpetual succession 
of birth and rebirth. This release can only be obtained by 
'right knowledge,' that is to say, by the full realization of the 
fact that there is no existence, in the highest and only true 
sens~ of the term, except the atman or .the 'World-Soul.' In 
reality. everything is the atman and the atman is everything. 
There Is no second 'being.' All that seems to us to exist besides 
the atman is 'appearance' or 'illusion.' It is some disguise 
of the atman, due merely to a change in name and form. Just 
as all the vessels which are made of clay, by whatever names 
they may be called and however many different forms they may 
<~ssume, are in reality only clay, so everything, which appears 
to us to have an independent existence, is really only a modifica
tion of the atman. There is, therefore, no essential difference 



BRAHMANS AND UPANISHADS 33 

between the soul of the individual and the I World Soul.' The 
complete apprehension of this fact constitutes the 1 right know
ledge,' which brings with it I release' from the circle of mundane 
existences, which are now clearly seen to be apparent only and 
not real. 

This pantheistic doctrine, which forms the main, but by 
no means the exclusive, subject of the Upanishads, was, at a 
later period, developed with marvellous fulness and subtilty in 
the Vedanta system of philosophy. Its influence has been more 
potent than any other in moulding the spiritual and intellectual 
life of India even down to the present day. 

The evidence of language shows that the earliest 
Upanishads, which are also the most important, belong to the 
period of the later Brahmanas. Regarded as sources for the 
history of religion and civilization in India, these two classes of 
words supplement and correct each other. The Brahmanas 
represent the ceremonial, and the Upanishads the intellectual, 
phase of religion; and the social aspects of these two phases stand 
in striking contrast. '\V'hile the performance of the sacrifice, 
with all its complicated ritual, remained entirely in the hands 
of the priestly caste, members of the royal caste and even learned 
ladies joined eagerly in the discussions, which were held at royal 
courts, concerning the nature of the atman, and acquitted them
selves with distinction. Thus the far-famed Brahman, Gargya 
Balaki, came to Ajatasatru, the king of Kasi (Banaras), and, 
having heard his words of wisdom, humbly begged that he might 
be permitted to become his pupil; while the ladies Gargi and 
Maitreyi discoursed concerning these deep matters, on perfectly 
equal terms, with Yajnavalka, the great rishi p£ the court of 
Janaka, king of Videha. The time of the Upanishads was, in fact, 
one of great spiritual unrest, and of revolt against the forma
lism and exclusiveness of the Brahmanical system. In this 
revolt the royal caste played no unimportant part; and, as we 
shall see in the next chapter, the leaders of the two chief religi
ous reforms, known as Jainism and Buddhism, were both scions 
of princely families. 

F 3 



CHAPTER V 

THE RISE OF JAINISM AND BUDDHISM 

WITH the rise of Jainism and Buddhism we enter the period of 
Indian history for which dates, at least approximately correct, 
are available. We are no longer dependent for our chronology 
on an estimate of the length of time required for the evolution 
of successive phases of thought or language. 

These two religions differ from the earlier Brahmanism in 
so far as they repudiate the 'religion of works' as inculcated in 
the Vedas and the Brahmanas. That is to say, they deny the 
authority of the Vedas and of the whole system of sacrifice and 
ceremonial which was founded on the Vedas; and in so doing 
!hey place themselves outside the pale of Brahman orthodoxy. 
On the other hand, their fundamental ideas are substantially 
those of the 'religion of knowledge' as represented in the 
Upanishads. These ideas are, in fact, the postulates on which 
all Indian religions and all Indian philosophies rest. They 
hold, one and all, that the individual soul is fast bound by the 
power of its own harma or 'actions' to a continuous series of 
birth and re-birth which need never end; and the object of one 
and all is to find out the way by which the soul may be freed 
from the bonds of this unending mundane existence. They 
differ from one another, partly in regard to the means whereby 
this fredom may be obtained, and partly in their views as to 
the nature of the universe and of the individual soul, and as 
to the existence or non-existence of some being· or some first 
cause corresponding to the Atman or ''Vorld-Soul' of the 
Upanishads. 

Vardhmana Jnataputra, the founder of .Jainism, called by 
by followers ]ina (hence the epithet 'Jain') 'the Conqueror' 
or Mahavira 'the Great Hero,' probably lived from about 599 
to 527 n.c. As his surname denotes, he was a scion of the 
Kshatriya or princely tribe of Jnatas, and he was related to 
the royel family of Vaisali (Basarh) in Videha (Tirhut). His 
system of teachings, as it has come down to us, is full of meta
physical subtilties; but, apart from these, its main purpose, 
summed up in a few words, is to free the soul from its mundane 
fetters by means of the 'three jewels',-a term also used in Bud-
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dhism, but in a different sense-viz. 'right faith,' 'right know
ledge,' and 'right action,' each of these headings being divided 
and sudivided into a number of dogmas or rules of life. 

The Jains still form a wealthy and important section of 
the community in many of the large towns, particularly in 
Western India, where their ancestors have left behind them an 
abiding record in the beautiful temples of Gujarat. They 
have also played a notable part in the civilization of Southern 
India, where the early literary development of the Kanarese 
and Tamil languages was due, in a great measure, to the 
labours of Jain monks. 

The founder of Buddhism-the Buddha or 'Enlightened' 
as he was called by his disciples..-was Siddhartha, ·whose date 
was probably from about 563 to 483 B.c. He· belonged to the 
Kshatriya tribe of Sakyas, and so is often styled 'Sakyamuni,' 
the sage of the Sakyas; but, in accordance with a practice which 
prevailed among the Kshatriyas, he bore a Brahman surname, 
Gautama, borrowed from one of the ancient families of Vedic 
Rishis. The Sakays ruled over a district in what is now known 
as the Western Tarai of Nepal; and, at Buddha's period, they 
were feudatories of the king of Kosala (Oudh). In recent 
years some most interesting arch~ological discoveries have been 
made in this region, perhaps the most interesting of all being 
the inscribed pillar which was erected, c. 244 B.c., by the Bud
dhist emperor Asoka to mark the spot where the Buddha was 
born. 

Buddha shared the pessimism of his period, the literature 
of which constantly reminds us of the words of the Preacher
'Vanity of vanities: all is vanity'-and he sought a refuge from 
the world and a means of escape from existence, first in the 
doctrine of the Atman, as set forth in the Upanishads, and sub
sequently in a system of the severest penance and self-mortifi
cation. But neither of these could satisfy him ; and after a 
period of meditation he propounded his own system, which in 
its simplest form is comprised in the four headings of his first 
sermon at Banaras :-"sorrow : the cause of sorrow : the removal 
of sorrow: the way leading to the removal of sorrow." That 
is t~ say, all existence is sorrow; this sorrow is caused by the 
cravmg of the individual for existence which leads from birth 
to re-birt~; this sorrow can be remov~d by the removal of its 
cause ; ~h•s. r.emoval may be effected by following the eight-fold 
path, VIZ •. nght understanding,' 'right resolve,' 'right speech,' 
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'right action,' 'right living,' 'right effort,' 'right mindfulness,' and 
'right meditation.' It will be seen, then, that the 'eight-fold 
path' of Buddhism is essentially identical with the 'three jewels' 
of the Jains, and that both of ~hem differ fr?m the Upanishads 
chiefly in substituting a practical rule of hfe for an abstract 
'right knowledge,' as the means whereby 'freedom' may be 
secured. 

Jainism and Buddhism also differ materially from Brah
manism in their organization. Brahmanism is strictly confined 
to the caste-system, in which a man's sacial and religious duties 
are determined once and for all by his birth. Jainism and 
Buddhism made a wider claim to universality. In theory, all 
distinction of castes ceased within the religious community. In 
practice, the firmly established social system has proved too 
strong for both religions. It is observed by the Jains at the 
present day, while, in India itself, it has reabsorbed the Bud
dhists many centuries ago. Brahmanism is not congregational. 
Its observances consist partly of caste-duties performed by the 
in~ividual, and partly of sacrifices and ceremonies performed 
for his special benefit by priests. In ancient times there were, 
therefore, no Brahman temples. Jainism and Buddhism were, 
?n the contrary, both congregational and monastic. One strik
mg result of this difference is that the most ancient monuments 
of India teach us a great deal about the Jains and Buddhists 
and little or nothing about the Brahmans. The one-sided im
pression, which the comparative lack of this important species 
of evidence for the earliest history of Brahmanism is apt to 
produce, must be corrected from a study of the literature. 

The language of Brahmanism is always and everywhere 
Sanskrit. The language of the Jain and Buddhist scriptures is 
that of the particular district or the particular period to which 
the different books or versions belong. 

Buddhism disappeared entirely from India proper at the 
end of the twelfth century A.o., but is still flourishes at the 
~lOrthern and southern extremities, in Nepal and Ceylon. From 
Its. original home it has extended far and wide into Eastern 
Asx~; and its ancient books are preserved in four great col· 
Jectwns :-Pali (in Ceylon, Burma, and Siam), Sanskrit (in 
Nepal), Tibetan, and Chinese. 

. _Thus both J ainism and Buddhism arose and flourished 
ongmally in the same region of India, viz. the districts to the 
east of the 'Middle Country,' including the ancient kingdoms 
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of Kosala, Videha, and Magadha, i.e. the modem Oudh together 
with the old provinces of Tirhut and S. Bihar in Wedstefrn 

· n or Bengal. They spread subsequently to other reg10ns, a 
many centuries divided the allegiance of India with Brahma· 
nism. d 

Both religions produced large and varied literatures: sac:e 
and secular, which are especially valuable from the hxstoncal 
point _of view, as they represent traditions which are: presu~; 
ably, 111dependent of one another and of Brahmamsm. 'V
may, therefore, reasonably believe in the accuracy of a state· 
ment if it is supported by all the three available literary ~ources, 
Brahman, Jain, and Buddhist, since it is almost certam ~at 
no borrowing has taken place between them. The _chief_ di~
culty which the historian finds in using these matenals ~xe_s 111 
the fact that the books in their present form are not ongmal. 
They are the versions of a later age; and it is not easy to deter· 
mine to what extent their purport has been changed by subse· 
quent additions or corrections, or by textual corruption. 

This remark is especially true of some of the Brahman 
sources. For instance, the ancient epic poems, the Mahabha· 
rata and the Ramayana, and the Puranas or 'old-world stories' 
are undoubtedly, in their present form, many centuries later 
than the date of some of the events which they profess to record, 
and their evidence, therefore, must be used with caution. But 
it can scarcely be questioned that much of their substance is 
extremely ancient, although the form in which it is expressed 
may have undergone considerable change in the course of ages. 

The Mahabharata, or 'great poem of the descendants of 
Bharata,' consists of about 100,000 couplets usually of thirty
two syllables each. That is to say, if reckoned by the number 
of syllables, it is about thirty times as long as Milton's 'Paradise 
Lost.' <;>nly about a fifth of this mass has anything whatever 
to do wxth the main story, viz. the war between the Kurus and 
the Pan_dus. All the rest is made up of episodes, or disconnect· 
ed stones, or philosophical poems. There can be no doubt 
that the Mahabharata as it stands now is the creation of cen
turies ; . an_d criticism' has succeeded i~ distingushing various 
stages 111 Its growth and in assigning certain probable limits 
of date to these stages. It must suffice here to say that the his
torical groundwork of the story would seem to be an actual 
war at a remote period between the well-known Kurus and the 
Pandus, whose history is obscure ; and that an epic poem, which 
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forms the nucleus of the present Mahabharata, was put together 
at least as early as t}Je fourth century B.c. from traditional war 
songs founded on events which took place at a much earlier 
date. 

While the Mahabharata belonged originally to the 'Middle 
Country,' the Ramayana belongs rather to the districts lying 
to the east of this region. As its title denotes, it celebrates 'the 
story of Rama,' a prince of the royal ·Ikshvaku family of Kosala 
(Oudh), and its heroine is his faithful wife Sita, daughter of 
Janaka, king of Videha (Tirhut). Unlike the Mahabharata, 
the Ramayana is, on the whole, probably the product not only 
of one age but also of one author, Valmiki. It is not entirely 
free from more recent additions; but the main poem forms 
one consistent whole, and such indications of date as can be 
found seem to show that it was composed probably in the fourth 
or third century B.c. As we have seen, some of its characters 
appear to be far more ancient to be mentioned in the 
Upanishads. 

There can be .no doubt that, originally at least, the ancient 
epics belonged rather to the Kshatriyas than to the Brahmans. 
Their scenes are courts and camps, and their chief topics the 
deeds of kings and warriors. Their religion is that of the 
kingly caste. Among their deities, Indra, who was especially 
the sovereign lord of the kings of the earth, stands most pro
minent, and the future reward which awaits their heroes for 
the faithful discharge of kingly duty is a life of material hap
piness in Indra's heaven. Their language is neither that of the 
Brahmanas and Upanishads, nor that which is known as Classi
cal Sanskrit. It is less regular and more popular in character 
than either of these; and like all poetical languages it preserves 
m~ny a.rchaisms. We can scarcelv be w~o?g in supposing that 
this epic Sanskrit was formed by the mmistrels who wandered 
from court to court singing of wars and heroes. At a later date, 
when the supremacy of the Brahman caste was firmly established, 
no doubt a more definitely religious tone was given to the epics. 
The history of the Mahabharata, in fact, seems to show such 
a transition from a purely epic to a didactic character. Origi
n~l~y the story of a war, such as would appeal chiefly to the 
mthtary caste, it has become through the accretions of ages-
the work, no doubt, of Brahman editors-a vast encyclopredia 
of Brahmanical lore. 

Closely connected in character with the Mahabharata are 
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the Puranas. The word pumna means 'ancient'; and the title is 
justified by the nature of the contents of the eighteen long Sans
krit poems which are so called. These consist chiefly of legendary 
accounts of the origin of the world and stories about the dee~s 
of gods, sages, and monarchs in olden times. Works of this 
description and bearing the same title are mentioned in the 
Atharva-veda and in the Brahmanas. This species of literature 
must, therefore, be extremely old, and there can be do doubt 
that much of the subject-matter of the early Puranas has been 
transmitted to the later versions. But, in their present form, the 
Puranas are undoubtedly late, since some of the dynasties which 
they mention are known to have ruled in the first six centuries 
of the Christian era. Together with these, however, they men
tion others which belong to the last six centuries B.c., and others 
again which they attribute to a far more remote antiquity. It 
is evident that the Puranas have been 'brought up to date' and 
wilflly altered so frequently, that their ancient and modern 
clements are now often inextricably conftised. 

In theory, these 'family genealogies (vamsanuchm·ita) cons
titute one of the five essential features of a Purana ; they are 
supposed to form part of the prophetic description given by 
some divine or semi-divine personage, in a far remote past, of 
the ages of the world to come and of the kings who are to appear 
on earth. They are, therefore, invariably deilvered in the future 
tense. Such lists are absent from many of the modern versions, 
but, where they do occur, there can be no doubt that they were 
originally historical. Occasionally they give not only the nam:s 
of the kings, but also the number of years in each reign and m 
each dynasty. The inform.ation which they supply is supp?rt
ed, to some extent, by the htera~ures of the Jains and Buddhi_sts, 
and, to some extent, by the evidence of inscriptions and coms. 
But, in the course of time, these lists have become so corrupt, 
p_artly through textual errors, and partly through the 'correc
tions' and ~dditi?ns of editors, ~hat, as they stand at pr~sent, 
0-ey are netther m agreement wah one another nor consistent 
~n th~msel~es. N everthele~s, _the source of many of their errors 
IS easily discovered ; and It IS quite possible that, when these 
errors have been removed from the text by critical editing, many 
of the. app~rent discrepancies and contradictions of the Puranas 
may likewise disappear. . 

A somewhat similar problem is presented also by the pall 
epic poems of Ceylon. The Dipavamsa in its present form dates 
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from the fourth century A.D. and the Mahavamsa from the sixth 
century A.D.; but both are almost certainly founded on tradi
tional chronicles which were far more ancient. The professed 
object of both is to record the history of Buddhism from the 
earliest times, and in particular its history in the island of 
Ceylon from the date of its introduction by Mahendra 
(Mahinda) c. 246 B.c. to the reign of Mahasena, at the beginn-
ing of the fourth century A.D. There can be little doubt that, 
when the miraculous elements and other later accretions are 
removed from these chronicles, there remains a substratum of 
what may fairly be regarded as history. 

The period to which the earliest Jain and Buddhist lite
rature belongs is marked by the growth of a species of compo
sition-the Sutra-which is peculiarly Indian. It is used by 
all sects alike and applied to every conceivable subject, sacred 
or secular. The Sutras may, perhaps, most aptly be said to 
represent the codification of :Xnowledge. The word means 
'thread'; and a treatise bearing the title consists of a string of 
aphorisms forming a sort of analysis of some particular subject. 
ln this way all the different branches of learning-sacrificial, 
ritual, philosophy, law, the study of language, etc.-which were 
treated somewhat indiscriminately in earlier works such as 
Brahmanas and Upanishads were systematized. The Sutra form 
was, no doubt, the result of a method of instruction which was 
purely oral. The teacher, as we know from the extant Buddhist 
Sutras, was wont to enunciate each step in the argument and 
then to enforce it by means of parallel illustrations and by 
frequent reiteration until he had fully impressed it on the 
pupil's mind. The pupil thus learned his subject as a series of 
propositions, and these he remembered by the aid of short 
sentences which became in the course of tirp.e more and more 
purely mnemonic. The Sutras are therefore, as a rule, un
intelligible by themselves and can only be understood with the 
help of a commentary. They preserve a wonderfully complete 
record both of the social and religious life and of intellectual 
activity in almost every conceivable direction, but they are un
historical in character and rarely throw any light, even inci
dentally, on the political conditions of the times and countries 
to which they belong. 

All the literary sources, Brahman, Jain, and Buddhist, are 
jn general agreement as to the chief political divisions of 
Northern India in the sixth and fifth centuries, B.C. The 
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number of large kingdoms mentioned in the lists is usually 
sixteen; but in addition to these there were many smaller prin
cipalities, and many independent or semi-dependent commu
nities, some of which were oligarchical in their constitution. 
The chief feature in the subsequent history is the growth of one 
of the large kingdoms, Magadha (S. Bihar), which was already 
becoming predominant among the nations east of the Middle 
Country during Buddha's lifetime. It eventually established 
an empire which included nearly the whole of the continent 
of India. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE INDIAN DOMINIONS OF THE PERSIAN AND MACEDONIAN EMPIRES 

·wE have se h . . 1 · alation of India . en t at the present pohtlca IS . 
JS a_ coml?aratively modern feature in its history, and that,. m 
anctent times, many of th h . 1 ·mpediments also, wluch now e p ystca I h . 

pr;vent free communication both with the Fart el East 
and With the West did not exist We have seen that the 
results of h ' . . . 1 
b h sue communication in prehistonc umes are attestec 

Y t e certa· · W 
approach th~n ev~dence of ethnology and _langubagte. e1 ndo~v 
and h penod during which relauons e ween n Ia 

. t e West rtAr • d ) b d · his tori 1 'vv estern Asia an Europe are to e trace m 
ca records 

The regi · f . . and the on o Western Asia, which lies ~etween India 
region h~gean and Mediterranean Seas, that Is to say the 

w tch c · · f Af h- · Baluch · _ ompnses the modern countnes o g amstan, 
Istan P · · · f T k · Asia (A ' ~rs1a, and the northern pnvmces o ur ey m 

famous l"menta, Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, and Syria) is 
of antiq~ the. site of m~ny of the most advanc~d civilizatio_ns 
but less t{;· In extent, It is larger than the contment of Indta, 
many pea ~n India_ and Burma combined. Here, as in India, 
their part P es of dtfferent races and languages have played 
now anoth on the stage of history; and here, too, now one and 
predomin er of these peoples has, from time to time, become 
1-ishing a ant among its fellows and has succeeded in estab
of these gre~t empire. As in the case of India also, the history 
by mode anctent civilizations has been recovered from the past 
val~eys 0~'1~h schol_ar~hip. Excavations of ancient sites in the 
region. b e Ttgns and Euphrates, and elsewhere in thiF
cuneif~r~av~ brought to light thousands of inscriptions in 
been read c aracters, not one syllable of which could have 
many of t~e hundred years ago.. These inscriptions, now that 
Babylonia ~ . ~ave been deCiphered, tell of Assyrian and 
early as 2~0 Civxhzations whic~ were. flourishing at least as 
the manu 0 B.c., and of a still earlier Sumerian civilization, 

Of es tne?ts of which seem to go back to about 4000 B.c. 
are the Pect~l interest from the point of view of Indian history 

. cunetfor . . . h" h I . £ Mitanni b m mscnpt10ns w 1c re ate to the kmg o 
' a ranch of the Hittites established in the district of 
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Malatia in Asia Minor; for we learn from them that not only 
did the kings of Mitanni in the fifteenth and fourteenth centu
ries n.c. bear Aryan names, but also that they worshipped the 
deities of the Rigveda-:Jndra, Varuna, Mitra, and the Asvins 
(the horsemen gods, the Castor and Pollux of Indian mythology), 
under their Vedic title 'Niisatyii.' The precise manner in which 
the kings of Mitanni and the Aryans of the Rig-veda were con
nected must remain for the present uncertain; but, as many 
ancient sites in this region are still unexplored and as only a 
portion of the inscriptions already discovered have yet been pub
lished, there seems to be no limit to the posibilities presented 
by this most fertile field of archaeology, and it is not improbable 
that both this and many other obscure problems may still be 
solved. 

That there may have been constant means of communica
tion both by land and sea between the Babylonian Empire and 
India seems extremely probable; but, although there are tradi
tions, there is no real evidence that the sway of any of the powers 
of Western Asia extended to the east as far as India, until the 
time of Cyrus (558-530 2.3.), the founder of the Persian Empire, 
to whom, on the authority of certain Greek and Latin 
authors, is attributed the conquest of Gandhara. This geogra
p~lic~l term usually denotes the region comprising the modern 
d1stncts of Peshawar in the N.-w·. Frontier Province and Rawal
pindi in the Punjab, but in the Old Persian inscriptions it seems 
to include also the district of Kabul in Afghanistan. This pro 
vince formed the eastern limit of a vast empire which, in the 
reign of Cyrus included not only the whole of Western Asia as 
described above, but other countries to the north of India and 
Afghanistan, and in the reign of his successor Cambyses (530-
.IJ22 n.c.) also Egypt .. 

Gandhara thus forms a most important link connecting 
India with the West; and it holds a unique position among all 
the countries of India from the fact that its history may be 
traced with remarkable continuity from the times of the Rigveda 
even down to the present day. its inhabitants, the Gandharis, 
are mentioned both in the Rig-veda and Atharva-veda; and 
'?andhara appears among the countries of India in Sanskrit 
hter.ature from the period of the Upanishads onwards, in the 
earliest Buddhist literature and in the most ancient Indian 
inscrip.tions. It remained 'a Persian province for about two
centunes; and, after the downfall of the empire in 331 n.c., it, 
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together with the Persian province of 'India' ~r 'the cou~try of 
the Indus,' which had been added to the empire by Danus not 
long after 516 B.c., came under the sway of Alexander the Great. 
Through Gandhara and the Indian province was exercised the 
Persian influence, which so greatly modified the civilization of 
North-Western India. 

The sources, from which our knowledge of the Indian 
dominions of the Persian Empire is derived, are of two kinds: 
(I) the inscriptions of King Darius I (522-486 B.C.), and (2) 
Greek writers, notably Herodotus and Ctesias. 

The historical inscriptions of Darius are at three impor
tant ~entres in the ancient kingdom of Persia-Behistun, Per
sepohs, and Na~sh-i-Rustam. They are engraved in cuneiform 
characte~s and m three languages--Old Persian, Susian, and 
Babylom~n. The Behistun inscription, cut into the surface ~£ 
a lofty c~lff at a height of about 500 feet above the ground, lS 

famo~s ~n the annals of scholarship ; for it was through the 
pubhcatwn of its Old Persian version by Sir Henry Rawlinson 
m 1847, _that the numerous difficulties in the decipherment of 
~e cuneiform alphabet were finally overcome. The historical 
1 m:Por~ance of these inscriptions lies in the fact that they con
tam hsts of all the subject peoples, and therefore indicate the 
extent of the p · . · th 
engraved. ersian Empue at the ume when ey were 

The chief object of the 'Histories' of Herodotus is to give 
an account of th · · · d . e struggles between the Greeks and the Persians 
u~mg the period from 501 to 478 B.C. His third book contains 

da. ~dt do£ the twenty 'names' or fiscal units, into which Darius 
lVI e the . . . 
1 d d . empire, together wlth the names of the peoples m-
~~~he 10 each and the amount of tribute imposed. Herodotus 
l·ns . co_nfirms and amplifies the information supplied by the 

cnptwns 1:..r· 

the P . · n.Is work is by far the most valuable record of 
ersian E · . 

Ct . mpue which has come down to us. 
41 5 _398es~as resided at the Persian court for seventeen years (c. 
404 B C .C.) as physician during the reigns of Darius II (424-
accou · .. ), and Artaxerxes Mnemon (404-358 B.c.) He wrote 
<r -a nts both of Persia and India of which there are extent 
1 gments pr _ . . 

de b es:1ved by later wnters, as well as abndgements 
rna Y Photms, patriarch of Constantinople, in the ninth 
century A n Th . . f C . 1 . . . 
1 f ·. · e wntmgs o testas re atmg to Ind1a are, m 

1 le arm In Which they have survived, descriptive of the races 
and the natural productions of the country rather than historical. 
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Such information as may be gleaned fro~ the a~ailable 
sources as to the political history of the P_erstan provmces of 
Gandhara and ''India' may thus be summanzed. . .. 

Gandhara is said to have been conquerc~ ~unng ~e retgn 
of Cyrus. The writers to whom we owe th1S mformat~o~ cer
tainly lived several centuries after the time of Cyrus, but 1 ~ 1s not 
im~robable that they may have possesse~ ?ood autho~uy for 
thetr statements. In the Behistun inscnpuon of Danus, the 
date of which is about 516 B.c., the Gandha:ians appear. among 
the subject peoples in the Old Persian verswn; but thetr place 
is taken in the Susian and Babylonian versions by the ~arupa
raesanna. These were the inhabitants of the Paropamsus, or 
Hindu Kush. As a rule, a distinction 111ay be observe~ between 
the country of the Paropanisadae (the Kabul Valley, m Afgha
nistan) and Gandhara, but the two names seem to be used indis
criminately in these inscriptions probably as denoting generally 
the region which included both.' In the inscriptions at Behistun 
no mention is made of the 'Indian' who are included with the 
~andharians in the lists of subject people~ given by t?e inscrip
tions on the palace of Darius at Persepohs and on hiS tomb at 
Naksh-i-Rustam. From this fact it may be inferred that the 
'Indians' were conquered at some date between 516 B.c. and the 
end of the reign of Darius in 486 n.c. The preliminaries to this 
conquest are described by Herodotus, who relates that Scylax 
was first s~nt by Darius (probably about 510 B.c.) to conduct a 
fleet of sh1ps from one of the great tributaries of the Indus in 
t~~ Gandhara country to the sea, and to report on the tribes 
hvmg on both banks of the river. 

Although it is not possible to determine the precise extent 
of t~c 'Indian' province thus added by Darius to the Persian 
E~ptre, yet the information supplied by Herodotus indicates 
~vtth sufficient clearness that it must have included territories on 
)Oth sides of the Indus from Gandhara to its mouth, and that it 

wfas separated from the rest of India on the east by vast deserts 
o sand "d ,1 d" • ev1 ently the present Thar or Indian Desert. The 

n tan' · p . b provmce, therefore, no doubt included the \Vestern 
d unJa. generally and the whole of Sind. According to Hero
d?t~~ lt constituted the twentieth and the most populous fiscal 
~v~;;on ;~ the empire and it paid the highest annual tribute 

0 a 1· . e Gandharians are placed together with three other 
Pl eolfp ehs m the seventh division, which paid altogether less than 
1a t at amount. 
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During the reigns of Darius and his successor Xerxes took 
place the Persian expeditions against Greece, the total defeat of 
which by a few small states forms one of the most stirring epi
sodes in history. The immediate cause of the war between 
Persians and Greeks was the revolt, in 501 B.c., of the Greek 
colonies in Ionia, the district along the western coast of Asia 
Minor, which had become tributary to Persia after the defeat of 
Croesus, king of Lydia by Cyrus in 546 B.c. The Ionians were 
aided by the Athenians, who thus incurred the hostility of the 
Persians; and, after the revolt was subdued, the Persian arms 
were turned against Greece itself. 

Since the Persians thus became . acquainted with the 
Greeks chiefly through the Ionian colonists, they not unnatura· 
lly came to use the term Yauna 'Ionians,' which occurs in the 
inscriptions of Darius, in a wider sense to denote Greeks or 
people of Greek origin generally. The corresponding Indian 
forms (Skt, Yavana and Prakrit Yona), which were borrowed 
from Persia, have the same meaning in the Indian literature 
and inscriptions of the last three centuries before and the first 
two centuries after the Christian era. At a later date, these 
terms were used in India to denote foreigners generally. 

Of the most powerful of the Persian expeditions against 
Greece, which was accompanied by King Xerxes in person in 480 
B.C., Herodotus has preserved a full account. It was made 
up .of contingents sent by no fewer than forty.nine subject 
nations ,of the Persian Empire, and it is said to have numbered 
more . than two million six hundred thousand fighting men. 
In this vast army both of the Persian provinces of India were 
represented, the Gandharians being described by Herodotus 
as _bearing bows of reed and short spears, and the '"Indians' as 
bemg cl~d in cotton garments and bearing similar bows with 
arrows tipped with iron . 

. After the time of Herodotus, the history of Northern 
India, as told by Greek writers, almost ceases until the period 
when both Greece and Persia had submitted to the Macedonian 
conqueror, Alexander the Great. But it is important to 
re~ember that this lack of information is to a great extent 
acCidental and ·due to the fact that the writings of Ctesias have 
only survived in fragments, and that other writings have been 
lost. !here is no reason to doubt that the Indian provinces 
were mcluded in the Persian Empire and continued to be 
governed by its satraps until the end. There is also no reason 
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to doubt that during the whole of this period the Persian 
Empire formed a link which connected India with Greece. 
We know that the battles of the Persian king were fought, to 
a very great extent, with the aid of Greek mercenaries, and that 
Greek officials of all kinds readily found employment both at 
the imperial court and at the courts of the satraps. At no 
period in ea;ly history, probably, were the means of communi
cation by land more open, or the con4itions more favourable 
for the interchange of ideas between India and the "\.Yest. 

But the event which, in the popular imagination, has, 
for more than twenty-two centuries past, connected India with 
Europe, is undoubtedly the Indian expedition of Alexander the 
Great. He came to the throne of Macedon in 336 B.c., at the 
age of twenty ; and, after subduing Greece, he crossed over 
the Hellespont and began the conquest of Western Asia in 
334 B.c. After the defeat of the. Persian monarch, Darius III 
Codomannus, at the decisive battle of Gaugamela in 331 B.c., 
the Persian dominions in India together with all the rest of 
the empire came nominally under the sway of the conquerors. 
The military campaigns which followed had, as their ostensible 
object, the vindication of the right of conquest and the conso
lidation of the empire thus won. 

The route by which Alexander approached India passed 
through the Persian provinces of Aria (Herat in North-Western 
Afghanistan), Drangiana (Seistan, in Persia, bordering on South
Western Afghanistan), and Arachosia (Kandahar in South
Eastern Afghanistan), and thence into the country of the Paro
panisadae (the Kabul Valley, the province of East Afghanistan 
which adjoins the present North-Western Frontier Province). 
Here, in the spring of 329 B.c., he founded the city of Alex
andria-sub-Caucasum, 'Caucasus' being the name which the 
Greeks gave to the Paropanisus (Hindu Kush), the great chain 
of mountains which in ancient t1mes separated India from 
Bactria, and which now divides Southern from Northern Afgha
nistan. This city Alexander used as his base of operations; and 
he~ce he made a series of campaigns with the object of sub
dumg the Persian provinces which lay to the north-Bactria 
(B~lkh) and Sogdiana (Bukhara). On his return to the city 
wh1c~ he had founded, he began to make preparations for the 
invasiOn of India in the summer of 327 B.C. 

If we reckon from this time to the actual date of Alexan
der's departure from India in the autumn of 325 B.c., the 
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total duration of the campaign in India, that is to say the Kabul 
Valley, the North-Western Frontier Province, the Punjab, and 
Sind, was about two years and three months. As has been 
observed, this period is unique in the history of Ancient India 
in so far as it is the only one of which detailed accounts have 
come down to us. 

The names are recorded of about twenty Greek writers, 
who are lmown to have composed histories of this campaign. 
Some of them actually accompanied Alexander, while the others 
were his contemporaries. But all their works without excep
tion have perished. We, however, possess five different accounts 
of Alexander and his exploits by later authors to whom these 
original records were accessible. Of these the two most im
portant are Arrian and Curtius. 

Arrian, who was born about 90 A.D. and died in the reign 
?£ the Roman Emperor, Marcus Aurelius (161-180 A.n.), wrote 
m Greek an account of Alexander's Asiatic expedition, called 
the 'Anabasis of Alexander' which was modelled on the 'Ana
basis' of Xenophon, and also a book on India, which was 
founded on the work of Megasthenes and intended to supple
ment the account of Ctesias. Arrian is our most trustworthy 
~th~~ . 

Q. Curtius Rufus, whose date is somewhat doubtful, 
wrote a work on the exploits of Alexander which has, with some 
pro?ability, been assigned to the reign of Claudius (41-54 A.D.). 

Thx~ historical biography has been more praised for its literary 
ments than for its accuracy. 

The difficulties, which the reader encounters in his en
d~avours to trace the progress of Alexander's campaign in India 
wxth_ the aid of these and other classical authorities, are very 
consxd~rable. In the early stage_s of the campaign, the military 
operatxons of Alexander and hxs generals were carried out in 
the mountainous disticts of Afghanistan and the North-Western 
!i0~ltier Province which lie between Kabul and the Indus. 

his. region, :then as now, was inhabited by numerous 
warlxke tribes living in a perpetual state of feud with 
one another. 1 Even to the present day much of its 
geography is scarely known to the outer world. The 
fights with warlike tribes and the sieges of remote mountain 
stro~gholds, which the historians of Alexander describe in 
d~t~Il, find their parallels in the accounts of the military expe
dxtxons, which the ·Indian government is obliged to send from 
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. l d' b th North-Western time to ~nne to quel xstur ances on e h urse 
Frontier. .Even now it is scarcely possible to follow ~ e co 'th 
o[ such expeditions, as descr~bed in books or newspapers, ~::..g~ 
out the aid o[ special military sketch-maps drawn to a . 'des 
scale. The dilliculty is greatly increased when our only gu1 es 
are ancient records, in which the identUication of P_lace·I:;: 
with their modern representatives is often uncertain. . us, 
to cite perhaps the most &triking instance of ~his uncerta~nt~ 
no episode in Alexander's career has been more famous throu~d 
the ages than his cap~ure of the rock. Aornos, a strongh~ 
which was fabled to have defied all the effor~s of Hercu es 
himself, and no subject has attracted more a~tentio'!' on t~lC 
part of students of Indian history than the identification of ~ts 
present she; but, in spite of all the learning and ingenuity 
which have been brought ~o bear on the point duri~1g the l~st 
seventy years. the geographical position of Aornos still remams. 
to be decided. 

Early in the spring of 326 B.c., Alexander and his army 
passed over the Indus, probably by means of a bridge of_ bo~ts 
at Ohind, about six~een miles above Attock, into the terntones 
of the king of Taxila, who had already tendered his submission. 
Taxila (Samkrit Takshasila), the capital of a province of 
Gandhara, was famous in the time of Buddha as the great 
university town o£ India, and is now represented by miles of 
ruins in the neighbourhood of Shahdheri in the Rawalpindi 
District. From this ci~y Alexander sent a summons to the 
neighbouring king, Porus, calling upon him to surrender. Th_e 
name, or rather title, 'Porus,' probably represents the Sansknt 
Paurava, and means 'the prince of the Purus,' a tribe who 
appear in the Rig-veda. Porus, v•ho ruled over a kingdom 
situated between the Hydaspes (Jhelum) and the Acesines 
(Chenab), returned a defian~ answer to the summons, and pre
pared to oppose the invaders at the former river with all his 
forces. The ensuing battle, in which the Macedonian forces 
finally prevailed, is the most celebrated in the history of 
Alexander's Indian campaign. His conquests were subse
quently extended, first to ~e Hydraotes (Ravi), and then 
t~ th~ Hyphasis (Beas), which marks their limit in an easterly 
duecuon. His soldiers refused to go farther, in spite of the 
eagerness of their leader. 

. Beyon~ the_ ~~as d,~elt the people whom the Greek histo
rtans call Prasxo1. Thxs name is, no doubt, intended to re· 
persent the Sanskrit Prnchyah, 'the Easterns', and is a collective 

F. 4 
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. . he country of the Ganges and 
term denoung the nauons of t . peak of them. as of one 

Th G k d L tin wnters s · J umna. e ree an a this region included a 
t. · b t e have seen, great na wn • u •. as W d multitude of smaller states. 

number of large kingdoms an a 1 · period ail these king-
. . . "bl hat, at t llS .. ' It Is, however, qulte possl e t ···h uzeraulty of Magadha. 

d . . d nder t e s doms an states were umte u ght face to face with 
Hitherto Alexander had not been b!ou ~£ India. He had 

£ d . f the natwns any great con e eraqon o h llegiance of others · 
d n d accepted t e a , conquere f>Om~ states an . b bility, be compared in 

but none of these could, m all pro a · . . 
·; f h . h [ the great nauons of Hmdustan. 

Pomt o strengt Wlt all}' o . · ht have been the result lt 1s useless to speculate as to what nug . . . 
·f Al d h d d th Beas and come mto conH1cL w1th 1 exan er a crosse e 
the combined forces of the Prasioi. d Al d . , 

After the refusal of the army to procec ' exan e~ xc-
~ ed h' 1· f h t the =ydaspes Qhelum), on ctther ,.rae 1s 1ne o marc o . .Po . • 

bank of which he had pre~iously founded a Clty-Bucephala. m 
honour Of h . f . h rger Bucephalus, probably near 

15 avounte c a • . , . . . 
the moder t f Jh 1 on the rw11t bank, at the pomt n own o e um, 0 . • 1 · · 
where h~s army had crossed the river, and N1caea, l_le oty ot 
victory,' o~ the left bank, 011 the site of 1the ba~tll: With Po~·us. 
At these aties Alexander collected the feet wluch was to con
vey a large portion of his forces down the rivers of the Punjab 
to the mouth of the Indus, and thence through the Arabian 
Sea to the head of the Persian Gulf. 

But Alexander·5 career of conquest in India was not 
finished. He had hitherto not only reclaimed the Persian pro
vince of Gandhara, but had annexed the whole of the Northern 
Punjab which lay beyond, as far as the R~ver Beas. ~e now 
p~oceeded, on his return journey, to. reclaim t~1e Perstan pro
vmce of 'India,' viz. the Western Punpb and Smd. 

The command of the fleet was entrusted to Nearchus, who 
th~r:. performed for Alexander a somewhat similar task to that 
whiCh, nearly two centuries before, had been undertaken by 
Scylax at the command of Darius. Nearchus wrote an account 
of his adventures which is no longer extant, but which is quoted 
frequently by Arrian in his Anabasis of_ Alexander. The pro· 
gres& ~f the fleet as, protected b~ ~rm1es marching on either 
bank, It passed down the Jhelum mto the Chenab, and so into 
the Indus, is described by ~he Greek and Latin historians 
with their usual minuteness. The ordinary difficulties, 
which the reader find& in tracing the course of their 
narrative on the map of India, are here increased by the fact 
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that all the rivers of the Pun jab are known to have changed 
their courses. Such changes have been very considerable during 
the few centuries for which accurate observations are available, 
and the rivers must, accordingly, in many case&, have flowed in 
very different channels at the time of Alexander, more than 
two thousand two hundred years ago. We arc, therefore, now 
depr~ved, to a great e=-:tent, of the chief n;.~ans by wh~ch it is 
often possible to identtfy ~he modern pos1t1on of anCient bi~
torical sites. But, although it may not always be easy to follow 
the details of the constant series of military operations which 
marked the journey to the sea, the final result of these opera
tions is certain. The conqueror of the Persian Empire had 
fully established his claim ~o be the suzerain of the peoples 
who were formcly included in its 'Indian' province. 

Before leaving l'ndia in the autumn o[ 325 n.c., Alexander 
had made provision for the future control of his new dominons 
by the appointment of satraps to govc_rn ~he different provinces. 
In so doing he was merely perpetuatmg the sy&tem which had 
become firmly rooted ~n Northern India as the result of two 
centuries of Persian rule. The satraps whom he selected as 
governors in the former provinces of the Persian empire were 
Greek or Persian ; while, in ~he case of the newly added territo
ries, he seems, where possible, to have chosen the native princ 
as satrap. Alexander, in fact, carried into practice the trad~ 
tional Indian policy recommended by Manu (vii. 202), and fo~
!owed, wher~vcr it _has been possible or ~xpedient, by conquer
mg powers m tnd1a generally, both anCient and modern, th t 
a kingdom which had submitted should be placed in the char a 
of some member of its ancient royal family. So both the k_ge 
of Taxila, who accepted Alexander's summons to submit ~n~ 
Porus, who valiantly resisted, were made satraps over theu-' 0 n 
dominions. Indeed, to the former dominions of Porus who wn 
probably a ruler of exceptional ability, were added thos was£ 
some of his neighbours. e 0 

Thus, in all periods of history, local governments in 1 d" 
have gone on almost unchanged in spite of conquest after n Ia 

t I 1 1 . . con-
<J.Ues... t was a ways regarded as a egtumate object of h 
ambitiOn of every king to aim a~ the position of a chakrav t . e 

• h . . . hb d arttn or wpreme ~onarc . If h1s neig ours agree , so much 
better ; but, 1£ they resisted his pretensions, the questio the 
decided by a pitched battle. In either case, the governm~n~vas 
the states involved was usually not affected. The 5ame . of 
continued to rule, and the nature of his rule did not dprmce 

epend 
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on his. position as suzerain or vassal king. Generally speaking, 
.the condition of the ordinary people was not affected, or was 
only affected indirectly, by the victories or defeats o[ their rulers. 
The army was not recruited from the tillers o[ the soil. The 
soldier was born, no~ made. I.~ was just as much the duty of 
certain castes to fight, as it was the duty o£ other~ not t? fight. 
War was a special department of government m whtch the 
common people had no share. 

These considerations enable us to understand why the in
vasion of India by Alexander the Great has left no traces what· 
ever ~n the literature or in the institutions of India. It affected 
no changes either m ~he methods of government or in the life 
of the people. It was little more than a military expedition, 
the main object of which was to gratify a conquewr's ambition 
by the assert~on of his suzerainty. But this !>uzerainty was only 
effective so long as it could be enforced. In June 323 u.c., ~ 
little more than a year after his return from India, Alexander 
died at Babylon, and with his death Macedonian rule in India 
ceased. His successor, Seleucus Nicator, endeavoured in vain 
to re-conquer the lost possessiOns, c. 305 n.c. Before this date 
all the states of North-Western India, including whatever 
r~mnants there may have been of the military colonies estab. 
hshed by Alexander, had come under the sway of an Indian 
suzerain. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE MAURYA EMPIRE 

THE descdptions of Alexander's campa~g.n are es1~e.cially valu
able as enabling us to realize the poht1cal conditwns of ~be 
land of the Indus at this period. \Ve may gather from Indian 
literature that the political conditions of the land of the ~a~ges 
were not w~dely different. Here, too, the country was divided 
into a number of states varying greatly in size and power ; and 
here, too, at some period between the lifetime of Buddha and 
the invasion of Alexander the Great, a conquering power-but, 
in this case, a native power~had succeeded in establishing a 
suzerainty over its neighbours. The kingdom of Magadha 
(S. Bihar) was already growing in power in Buddha's time; and 
we are probably justified in inferring from the statements of 
Alexander's historians that i~s ascendancy over the Prasioi, or the 
nations of Hindustan, was complete at the time of his invasion. 

Soon after the return of Alexander, the throne of Magadha, 
and with it the \mperial possessions of the Nanda dynasty, 
passed by a coup d'etat into the hands of an adventurer whom 
the Greek and Latin writers call Sandrokottos. As we have seen, 
the identification of this personage with the Chandragupta, 
who is well known from Indian literature, and whose story, 
at a later date, formed the subject of a Sanskrit historical play 
called the Mudra-mkshasa, supplied the first fixed point in the 
chronology of Ancient India. 

Chandragupta, whose surname Maurya is supposed to be 
derived from the name of his mother, Mura, is the first histori· 
cal founder of a great empire in India. As king of Magadha be 
succeeded to a predominant position in Hindustan; and, with· 
in a few years- of Alexander's departure from India, he had 
gained possession also of the North-Western region. The 
empire which he established included therefore the whole of 
Norther? India lying between the Himalaya and Vindbya 
~ountams, together with that portion of Afghanistan which 
hes south of the Hindu Kush. We have no detailed informa
tion as to the process by which the North-Western region thm 
passed from one suzerainty to another. We can only surmise 
that the victorious career of Chandragupta must have resembled 
that . of Alexander-that some states willingly gave ~n their 
alleg1ance to the new conqueror, while others did not submit 
without a contest. 
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s followed by a long 
Alexander's d~ath in 323 n.c. waossession of the empire. 

struggle between his general!; for the P t least included the 
The eastern portion which, in theoryl a Ni~ator who took 

d . d . . f 11 t ally to Sc cucus ' In Ian omm10ns, e even u · h dynasty commonly 
possession of Babylon and. fou~ded t Se ria in 312 D.c. 
known a!> that of the Scleuc~d Kmgs 0~ '! ded India with the 

Ab t th • 305 n c Selcucus m"Va . ou e )Car · , 1 . dcr whxch had now 
object of reclaiming the conquests of A exa~o detailed account 
passe~ into t~c. po~er of Chandragup~ak ow from Greek and 
of thts expeditiOn Is extant. We only n d th t h 
Latin sources that Seleucus crossed the Indus, a~l h a e conf 
eluded with Chandragupta a treaty of pcac~, by tDc ~crms 0d 
which the Indian provinces formerly hcl Y anus an 
Alexander were definitely acknowledged to form part of the 
empire of Chandragupta. . 

The most important consequence of tlus .Lrea~y was the 
establishment of political relations between . the kmgdom ~f 
Syria, whid1 was now the predominant p_owcr. m 'Weste~n Asta, 
and the Maurya emp.re of Northern fndta. l•or a co_n~tderable 
period after this date there is evidence th~t these pollucal rcla· 
tions were maintained. The Maurya cmptre was acknowledged 
in the West as one of the great powers; and ambassadors ~oth 
from. Syria and from Egypt resided at the Maurya capttal. 
Patahputra (Patna). 

The first ambassador sent by Seleucus to the court of 
Chandragupta was Megasthenes, who wrote a_n account of India 
which became the chief source of information for subsequent 
Greek and Latin authors. The work itself is lost, but numer
ous fragments of it have been preserved ~n the form of quota
tions by later writers. 

. A_mong these quotations we find _descriptions of very great 
htstoncal value. The capital, Patahputra, was, according to 
Megasthcncs, built in the form of a large parallelogram SO 
stadia long and 15 stadia wide. That is to say, the city was more 
than 9 miles in length and more than 1~ miles in width. ft 
was surrounded by a wall which had 5?0 towers and 64 gates, 
and by a moat 600 feet wide and 30 cubtts. deep. At the present 
time c:cacavations are being made by the Archcelogical Survey 
of Indxa on the ancient site of Pataliputra, as the result of which 
which d~scoveries of the highest interest may be anticipated.• 

.• As a re~ult of excavations mad~ b~- the Archaeological Survey of 
Ind1a after tins was written. discoYertes of gre~t hist{)ricnl interest have 
bren unearthed. · 
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To Megasthcnes also we are indebted for a detailed 
a~cou~t of th~ administration of public affairs in this imp_erial 
c1ty ; and th~s account is supplemented and confirmed m a 
v~ry re!'nark~ble IUanncr by a Sanskrit treatise on the co~duct 
of affans of state, called the Artha-sastra~ ~he authorship of 
which is _at_tributcd to Chanakya, who appears as the Brahman 
prime mm1ster of Chandragupta in the Mudm-_rakshasa, and 
who ?as '~on for himself the reputation of havmg been 'the 
Macluavelh of India.' It has been well said \'-1• A. Smith, 
Early Histo~y of In.dia, second edition, p. 119), that we are 
mo~e h~lly mfor?Ied concerning political and municipal insti
tuuons m t~e retgn of Chandragupta, than in that of any sub· 
sequent Indian monarch un~il the time of the Mughal Emperor 
Akbar, wh~ was contemporary with our Queen Elizabeth. 

The re1gn of Chandragupta lasted from about 321 to 297 
n.c. He_ was succeeded by a son who is called Binduf>ara in 
Indian hterat':lre and who was probably known to Greek writers 
by one of hts titles as Amitrochates (Sanskrit Amitraghata), 
'the 5layer of h.is foes.' There is little information to be obtain
ed about him either from l:ndian or from Greek sources. In 
his reign another Syrian ambassador named Daimachus, sent 
by Antiochus I Soter (280-261 B.c.), the successor of Seleucus. 
visited the court of Pataliputra. He also wrote an account of 
fhd~a. which has been lost. We therefore have no means of 
judging of the truth of Strabo's statement, when he says that 
of all the Greek writers on India Daimachus ranked first in 
mendacity. 

Of a third ambassador, who came to l:ndia from the 'Vest 
at some time during this period, we know merely the name
Dionysius--and that he was sent from the court of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, king of Egypt (285-247 B.c.). 

The three ambassadors, whose names have been preserved. 
are no doubt typical of a class. It is in every way probable 
that constant relations were maintained be~ween India and 
the West during the period of the Maurya empire. There is 
positive evidence of the conti.nuation of such relations during 
the reign of the next emperor-the most renowned of the 
imperial line-Asoka, the son of Bindusara, who reigned c. 
269·227 B.c. 

Asoka's fame rests chiefly on the position which he held as 
the great patron of Buddhism. As such he has often been 
compared to Constant~ne the Great. the royal patron of Roman 
Christianity. The literary sources for (he history of Asoka's 
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reigt;t--Brahman, Jain, and Buddhist--are indeed abund~nt. 
But his very fame has, in many cases, caused these matenals 
to assume a legendary or miracul~us character. He bas_ suffer
ed both from the enthusiasm of fr~ends and fr<:>m _the misrepre
sentations of foes. The Buddhist. accounts o~ ~us life have come 
down to us in ~wo great collectiOns of rehgwus books:--tho~e 
written in Pali and preserved in Ceylon, and those wntten m 
Sanskrit and preserved in Nepal. In the case _of both of these, 
an undoubted substratum of fact is so much luddcn by a dcme 
overgrowth of legend, that the historian is sorely perplexed in 
his efforts to distingu~sh the one from the other. 

Fortunately, there exists a sources of information which is 
beyond dispute--inscriptions cut into hanl rocks or pillars of 
stone by command of king himself, and, in many instances, 
recording his own words. We have already had occasion to 
speak of these wonderful inscriptions. Their object was ethical 
and religious rather than historical or political. They incul
cate good government among the rulers, and obedience and 
good conduct among the governed, and these virtues as the 
fruit of the observance of dhamma (Skt. dhm·ma) or 'duty,' a 
term which, in this case, since Asoka was a follower of Buddha, 
is :pr?bably identical with the eight-fold path of Buddhism. tn 
stnkmg contrast to the inscriptions of Darius, the edicts of 
Asoka were intended not to convey to posterity the record of 
conquests or of the extent of a mighty empll-e, but to further 
the_ te?Iporal and sp~ritual welfare of his subjects. They pro
claim In so many words that "the chief conquest is the conquest 
of '_duty'-" One material conquest-that of the kingdom of 
Kah_nga-they do indeed record; but this is expressly cited as 
an mstance of the worthlessness of conquest by force when 
c~~pare~ with the conquest which comes of the performance 
~ duty, and it is coupled with an expression of bitter regret 
or the. destruction and the misery which the war entailed. 
~ure~y, Imperial edicts of this description, engraved as they are 
in t ~ most permanent form and promulgated throughout the 
efnght and breadth of a great empire, are unique jn the history 

o t e world. 

b Of peculiar interest is the inscribed pillar which was erect
ed . Y Asok~ to mark the traditional birth-place of Buddha. 
This. wa~ discovered in 1896 at Rummindei in the Nepalese 
Tarai, With every letter still as perfect as when it was frrst en· 
graved. !he ~odern name of the place still continues to repre
,sent the Lumbmi' grove of the anCient story of Buddha's birth. 
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atthough the edicts and the other inscriptions f 
:&llt, e no~ historical in character, yet they supply, incident~

-'soit.a. ar ce of the most valuable kmd for the history of th 
flo evlden e 
Jy, 
· tillle. be first plac~, ~he _extent of th~ Maury a e~pire durin 

~ t of Asoka IS md1cated by th~1r geographical distrib! 
tlte re•~h y are found, usually at ancient places of pilgrima 'f e F . p . . th ge, 
tion· e N.-W .. •ront1er rovmce m e ~xtrem~ riorth of 
froill ,p Mysore m the south, and from Kath1awar 1n the west 
Jndia. ~0 That is to say, they :;how that the sway of Asoka 
to 0!15~' over the whole length and breadth of the continent 
e"tend~a with the exception of the extreme south of the penin
of rnd 1~ is cxt~emely probable als~ that versio?s _of the edicts 
sUla- found 111 Southern Afghams~an, when ~t 1s possible to 
will be rcha::ological investigations in that reg~on. 
pursuch a geographical knowledge thus gleaned is supplemented 

'f e · h · · · f h ucntion m t e mscnpt10ns o t e peoples living on 
by the· : ern and southern fr~nges of the empire. tn the north 
tlte nort 1 ardcd his empire as conterminous with that of th~ 

ka reg - A · 1 h · 1 · A.so (Yona) kmg nt1oc ms, t at IS t_o sa~, t 1e Seleucid king, 
Gre~k. 1 us II Theos (261-246 B.c.). H1s ne1ghbours in the ex
Anu~c ;outh were the rulers of the Tamil k~ngdoms, four of 
treJ?l b are mentioned by name. Three oE these kingdoms, which 
whlC be identifi~d with certail~ty, pla_yed an important part, in 
can Indian h1story. The mscr1pt1ons also mention Ceylon 
later bapanni). We are thus, for the hrst time in the history 
(Trdia, supplied with information which would enable us to 
0~ e nsome descdption of the geogTaphy of the whole continent 
giV Afghanistan to Ceylon. 
£rom We also learn inddentally that this great empire was 

erned by viceroys who ruled over large provinces in the 
~:rth-West, the South, the East, and the West. The central 
districts were probably .under the direct rule of the emperor at 
pataliputra. 

We find, further, evidence of the continuance of that inter
·coursc between India and the West, which, as we know from 
Greek authorities, was maintained during the reigns of Chandra
gupta and Bindusara. Asoka was a zealous Buddhist. He was 
not sadsfied with having the 'law of duty' preached everywhere 
among his s'!bjects and among ~he independent peoples of 
southern India and Ceylon ; but be states in one of his edicts 
that he had sent his missionaries even into the Hellenic king
doms of Syria, Egypt, Cyrene, Macedonia, and Epirus. He 
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mcntiom. by name the rcianing sovereigns of these kingdotllsc,. 
· 0 · ' 1 · l · d nc and thereby supplies some most valuable chrm.o ogLca evt e f 

for the history of his own reign, since tl~e dates of most 0 

these Hellenic kings arc known with certalllty. . 
During the reign of Asoka, Buddhi~m ~as established .10 

the island of Ceylon, where it still conunues to fiourt~· 
hundred:; of years after it has disappeared from every p~rt d 
the continent of Ind\a except Nepal. The ruler. o£ the tsla~
at this period was Tissa (c. 247-207 n.c.) whose tttle Dev~rw f 
piya, 'dear to the gods,' is that which is used by Asoka htnu,el 
it~ his inscriptions and many possibly have bee~ bo~rowe~ fro~ 
htm. The conversion of the island to Buddhtsm ~s attnbut 
by the Ceylonese chronicles to the son of Asoka, Mahinda, whO 
had become a Buddhist monk. 

In his latter years the emperor Asoka himself became_ a 
monk, living in seclusion at Suvarnagir~, a sacred_ mounta_tn, 
ncar the ancient city of Girivraja in Magadha (S. Bth_ar). Lt~e 
many of the Indian monarchs of old whose story ts told tn 
the Sanskrit epics, he retired to devote the final stage of life 
to. religious medHation, after having first transferred the cares 
of _state to his heir apparent. This pdnce is mentioned in an 
edtct which Asoka issued from Suvarnagiri, but only by his title. 
~c have no means of identifying him farther, or of knowing 
tf he succeeded to the throne on the death of Asoka. 

For the subsequent history of the Maurya empire, we 
ha,~e no such authorities, literary or inscriptional, as those 
Whtc~ . enable us to understand so fully the social and political 
condLttons of India during the reigns of Chandragupta and 
Aso~a. We arc once more dependent almost entirely on the 
~sttm~ny of the Puranas and the chronicles of the Jains and 

uddhtsts-sources which arc only partly ~n agreement with 
one another, <md which at best afford little more than the 
name~. ~f the successors of Asoka and the length of their reigns. 

· Fne of the Puranas agree jn the statement that die 
Maurya dynasty lasted for 137 years. If we accept this state
ment we may date the end of the dynasty in c. 184 n c Thev 
are · · · 1 

not m complete agreement either as to the names or the· 
nut~lber of Asoka's successors. Two. of the Puranas agree in 
st~tmg . that h~s immediate successors were a son and grandson 
~e 0 r~tgned each for a period of eight years. The latter of 

se. IS probably the Dasaratha whose name occurs in some 
cave-~scriptions in the Nagarjuni Hills in the Gaya district 
of Bihar. These inscriptions show that Dasaratha had con· 
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. A. ka had bestowed on a sect of 
tinucd the patronage whtch so ' 
Jain ascetics called A.jivikas. be right in recording 

I · "bl h puranas may · 
t ts P~SSl e that t e f Asoka sat on the throne of 

that some SIX or seven successors 0 
11..1 dh b "£ · • ertain that most of these successors 
1v. aga a ; ut, 1 so, 1t IS c . 1 d" · · h d ld 1 h 1 d r an emptre very great y Immts e 
~ou on y avehru e ovlle reduced to the kingdom of Magadha 
m extent or, per aps, eve 
out of which it had grown. . . . 

It is inter~sting in re~iewing t~e past lust~ry of India to 
trace a remarkabl ontimuty o£ policy on the p.trt of the rulers 
of whatever nati~I~ality who _have ~ucc~eded in welding to· 
gether this great congeries of wtdely dtffenng ra~es and tongues. 
The main principles of government have remamed unchan9ed 
throughout ages. Such as they were under the Maurya empir~, 
so they were inherited by the l\1u~1ai~madan rulers and by thetr 
successors the British. These prmCiples arc based on the re
cognition o[ a social system which depends ultimately on a self
organized village community. Local. goven~mc~t. thus fo~ms 
the very bas(s of all political systems m fndta. I he groupmg 
of village conununitics into states, and ihe grouping of states 
into empires has left the social system unchanged. All govern
ments have been obliged to recognize an infinite variety among 
the governed of social customs and of religious beliefs, too 
firmly grounded to admit of interference. Thus the idea of 
religious toleration which was of slow gTowth in Europe was 
accepted in India generally from the earliest times. All religious 
communities were alike under the protection of the sovereign ; 
and inscriptions plainly show that, when the government 
changed hands, the privileges granted to religious communities 
were ratified by the new sovereign as a matter of course. In a 
special edict devoted to the subject of religious toleration 
Asoka definitely says that h~s own practice was to reverence all 
sects. . In this edict he deprecates the habit of exalting one's 
own v~ews at the expense of others, and admits that different 
people have different ideas as to what constitutes 'duty' 
(dh~rm~). Such has been the attitude of enlightened rulers of 
!ndia 111 all ages. Instances of religious persecution have, 
mde~d, not been wanting in India; but the tolerant policy of 
Asoka Waf. that of the most capable and far-seeing of the 
Muhamm~~an rulers such as Akbar and it has always been that 
of the ~ntxsh. ~overnment, which, like Asoka, has only inter· 
fe~ed wxth re~tgiOn when it has entailed practices which conflict 
With the ordmary principles of humanity. 



CHAPTER VUI 

INDIA AFTER THE DECilNE OF 1HE MAURYA EMPIRE 

ANOTHER lesson which is enforced by the history of the· Maurya 
empire is that the .maintenance of peace, and. of th~se condi
tions which are essential to progress, depend~ m Indm on the 
existence of a strong ~mperial power. On the downfall of t?e 
Maurya empire, as on the downfall of the Mughal empn·e 
nearly two thousand years later, the individual states which 
had been peacefully united under the imperial sway regained 
their independence, and the struggle between them for exis
tence or for supremacy began anew .. The literature _and the. 
monuments afford us some informatiOn as to the h~story of 
various regions of rndia during the period of strife and con
fusion which now ensued. 

According to the Puranas the Mauryas were su~ceeded on 
the throne of Magadha by the Sunga~ who are said ~o have 
rul~d for ll2 years (c. 184-72 B.c.). There is no reason to dis
believe this statement which is consonant with probability 
an~ with such other ev~dence as we possess; but. after this 
penod, it seems impossible to make the chronology of the 
~uranas agree with the more trustworthy evidence of inscrip
tions and coins. In this case it seems probable that the 
dynastic lists were originally authentic, but that later editors 
have ~educed them to absurdity by representing contemporary 
dynasties- as successive. 
. '!he founder of the Sunga dynasty was Pushyamitra who 
IS Said to have slain his master, Brihadratha, the last of the 
~oy~l Mauryas. An historical play, the Malavikagnimitra, by 
ndia's greatest dramatist, Kalidasa, who flourished c. 400 A.D., 

de~ls with this period. ·Although a composition of this kind, 
wntten between five and six centuries after the date of the 
~vents to which it refers, cannot be accepted as historical evi
p ence, yet it is alto.gether probable that its chief characterS-

ushyamitra, his son Agnirnitra, and his grandson Vasumitra 
-we:e historical personages, and that some of the events 
mentioned-.a war with Vidarbha (Berar) and a conflict with 
t~e Yavanas, for instance-were actual occurrences. The 
prcture of a diminished empire still possessed by Magadha is in 
accordance with the knowledge of the period which we derive 
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trustworth)' sources. The king probably stili 
from more · h"l h' l h · . at the capital, Patahpuu·a, w ~ e 1s son, _t 1e eir-
reigned l'ke Asoka before he came to the throne, governed 
apparent, I · h. · V'd· (Bl ·1 ) · • tern provinces wlth iS cow.~ at i Isa 11 r.a m 
the wes C tral India). It was before the vice-regal court of 
Malwa ( en · 1 U'" · 1 l e rovince and at ~ts capita , Jpm, t 1at the p ay was 
~he sam f ~ ed during the reign of the later Gupta emperor, 
fust p~r Oll~a n Vikramaditya (c. 375-413 A.D.). 

Chai~:g~!tent of the ~unga dom\n~ons is in~icat~d by an 
• • - 11 'in the sovereignty of the Sunga kmgs wluch occurs 
Inscnpuo h Bl 1 · d of the sculptures from t e - 1ar lllt tope m the Nago 
on one d "bl 1 b · · d S (Central India), an possi y a so y certam cams faun 

tate · · · R h"l"kl d h · k" d in the United Provmces m o I I_ 1an , t e ancient ·mg _om 
of North Panchala, and on the Site of Ayodhya, the anct~nt 

·tal of Kosala (Oudh) ; but the names found on these com!i, 
capi · f • A · · ' 1 1 with the single except10n_ o . gnum~ra , o~ y. bear a genera 
resemblance with those ~wen m the dynastic lists and cannot 
be identified with certam~y. 

·The available evidence thus tends to show that Magadha 
d r the Sungas still possessed an empire, but one greatly 

un e . f A k 
reduced in size . since the tu~e o so ·a. Some of the losses 
which the empue had sustamed are clearly proved by the 
evidence of inscriptions and coins. 

The kingdom of Kalinga, on the east coast between the 
rivers Mahanadi and Godavari, had, ar. we know from Asoka's 
edicts, been conquered by him in the ninth year after his 
coronation. It would seem to have regained its independence 
at 110_ long interval after his death, according to evidence sup
plied by an inscription of Khar'ave~a, kin_g of KaUnga, in the 
Hathigumpha cave near Cuttack 111 Onssa. Unfortunately, 
the inscription, which giver. an account of events in the first 
thirteen years of the king's reign, is much damaged, and its 
interpretation is full of difficulties. What appears to be be
yond all doubt is the statement t~at Kharavela belonged to the 
third generation of the royal family of Kalinga. The mention 
of an Andhra king, Satakarni, and such other chronological 
indications as can be obtained from the inscription, would 
seem to s~ggest that Kh~ravela was reigning c. 150 B.c. No 
more precise date is obtamable at present. 

Th~ decline of the Maurya empire was marked also by 
the raptd gTowth of the Andhra kingdom in Southern India. 
Originally _a Drayid.an people living immediately to the south 
of the Kalmgas m that part of ~he Madra& Presidency which 
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lies between the rivers Godavari and Kistna, the Andh):as ha? 
become, probably about 200 B.C., a great power whose tern
.tories included the whole of the Deccan and extended to the 
.western coast. They arc mentioned in the edicts in a ma1~ner 
which seems to indicate that they acknowledged the suzeramty 
-of Asoka, but that they were never conquered and ~roul?ht 
.under the direct government of a viceroy of the cmptrc hkc 
~heir neighbours the Kalingas. They would seem to have 
asserted their independence soon after the death o~ Aso~a. 
Some outline of the'r history may be traced by the aid of m
scriptions, coins, and literary sources from probably about 220 
B.c. to 240 A.D. The names of a succession of thirty kings are 
preserved in the Puranas, together with the length of each 
reign, and the total duration o[ the dynasty which is given 
-either as 456 or ar. 460 years. The Puranas arc, usually, fairly 
in agreement with the evidence of inscriptions and coins, so 
far as the names of the kings and the length of their reigns are 
con~:rned ; but they assign to the dynaf>ty a chronological 
positiOn which is impossible. 

There can be little doubt also that, contemporaneously 
with the rise of the independent kingdoms of the Kalingas and 
the Andhra5 in the South, the North-Western region o[ India, 
to?, ceased to belong to the Maurya empire. We have no 
ghmpses of the history of this defection ; but we may reason
ably assume that the numerous petty states which had been 
held together for a time by the imperial power reasserted their 
.autonomy when that power ceased. 

?uring the reign of Asoka two revolts occurred in the 
emptre of Syria which were fruitful in consequences for the 
future history oi India. Almost at the same time, about 250 
B.c. o_r a few years later, Diodotus, satrap of llactria, and a 
Parthtan adventurer named Arsaces threw off their allegiance 
to the Seleucid monarch, Antiochus 11 Theos (261-246 B.c.), 
and foun~ed the independent kingdoms of llactria and Parthia. 

Bactna-the name is perserved in the modern form Balkh 
-was. the region of N. Afghanistan, bounded on the north by 
the n~er Oxus. It was divided from the Maurya empire by 
the Hmdu Kush-a range of mountains which, lofty a5 are 
many of its peaks, possesses also numerous passes, and forms 
no very formidable barrier to communication between Northe
rn a~d Southern Afghanistan. The Hellenic kingdom of 
:Sact;I~. fo~nded by Diodotus lasted till about 135 B.c., when 
Its CIVIhzatwn was entirely swept away by the irresistible flood 
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-cf Scymian (Saka) i,nvasion from the North. Its brief hi~tory 
of a Uttle more than a century is most intimately a5soc1ated 
with that of the North-Western region of India. 

Parthia, originally a province lying to the south-east of 
~he Caspian Sea, grew into a great empire at. the expense ?f 
the empire of Syria, which, once the predommant power m 
Western Asia, was at last reduced to the province of Syria from 
which it takes its name. The Parthian power lasted till 226 
A.D. In the reign of Mithradatcs I (171-138 B.c.) it extended 
as far eastwards as the r~ver Indus which thus became once 
more the dividing line between Western Asia and India. The 
Parthian and Scythian invasions of India, which, at a some
what later period, constitute the chief feature in the history 
of the North-Western region are dealt with in our linal chapter. 

But ~he Syrian empire did not acquiesce without a pro· 
test in the independence of its revolted provinces. About the 
year 209 B.C., Antiochus rn the Great, made an attempt to 
reduce both Parthia and Bactria to obedience. Parthia was 
now under the rule of the king who ha5 usu:~lly, but perhaps 
incorrectly, been called Artabanus I (210-191 B.c.), while 
Bacteria was under Euthydemus (c. 230-195 B.c.). The cxpe· 
dition of Antiochus ended in an acknowledgement of the in
pendcnce of both k~ngdoms. So far as Bactria is concerned, 
Antiochus is said to have listened to the argument of Euthy· 
demus that it would at the present juncture be impolitic, in 
the cause of Hellenic civilization generally, to weaken the 
power of Bactda which formed a barrier against the constant 
menace of Scythian irruptions from the North. 

Bactria was, indeed, a stronghold of Hellenic civilization. 
It was held by a military arif>tocracy, thoroughly Greek in sen
timent and religion, ruling over a subject people so little 
advanced in culture that its ideas are in no way reflected in 
the monuments of Bactrian art. The coins of Bactria are 
purely Greek in character, the divinities represented on them 
are Greek, and the portraits of the k~ngs them5elvcs arc among 
the finest examples extant of Greek art as applied to portrai
ture. But the kingdom was short-lived and its history was 
troublous. The house of the founder, Diodotus, was deposed 
by Euth~de':flus, perhaps about 230 B.c., and the later history 
Q£ Bactna IS occupied with the internecine strurro-}e between 

d bb 
the descen ants of Euthydemus and the rival family of 
Eucratides. 

After thus making a treaty of peace with Euthydemus, 
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Antiochus, like his predecessors, Alexander in 327 B.c., and 
Seleucus c. 305 B.c. passed over the H~ndu Kush into the 
Kabul Valley. No exact details of thir. invasion or of its 
extent have been preserved ; but it seems clear that this region, 
which formed part of the Maurya empire when Seleucus in
vaded it, had, at some time subsequent to the death of Asoka,. 
reverted .~o the rule of its local princes, one of whom, Sopha
gasenus (probably the Sanskrit Subhagasena), is said to have
purchased peace by offering tribute to Antiochus. 



CHAPTER l'X 

THE SUCCl•:sSORS OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT 

THE political coudit~on of India on the down[all of the 
Maurya empire was such af> ~o inv~te foreign invasion ; and the_ 
establishment on its northern and north-western borders of 
the kingdoms of Bactria and Parthia supplied the so~rces from 
which invaf.ions came. 

The literary authorities for the history of this period are 
indeed few ; but they afford some most valuable information. 
The most important are: (1) Justin. a Latin writer who, in 
the fourth or fifth century A.D., made an abridgement of a 
history of the Macedonian empire compiled by Tragus in the 
reign of Augustus (27 n.c.-14 A.D.); and (2) the Greek geogra
pher Su·abo, who was probably contemporary with Tragus. 

The chief records, however, of the rulers of this period 
are their coins, which are found in extraordinary variety and 
abundance. From them we learn of the existence of thirty
five k~ngs and two queens, all bearing purely Greek names, 
who reigned in Bactria and I'ndia during the period (rom 
about 250 B.C. to 2t1 B.c. The great majority of these rulers 
are otherwise unknown. The coin!'> which they struck have 
survived, while every other memorial of their lives has perish
ed. A curious fact connected with this series of coins is that 
certain !'>pecimens struck in Bactria before 200 n.c. are of nickel, 
a metal which is commonly supposed to have been discovered 
in Europe about the middle of the eighteenth century A.D. 

Not long after the expedition of Antiochtts the Great, the 
Bactrian king Euthydemus seems to have formed the design of 
extending h~s kingdom by the conquest of the territories lying 
to the south of the Hindu Kush. It is probable that the ful
filment of this design was entrusted to his son Demetrius, who 
has been supposed to be the original of 

'The grete Emetreus, the king of Inde' 
of Chaucer's Knightes Tale. 

Aft a result of the ·conquests of Demetrius, the ancient 
provinces of the Persian empire, i.e. the Kabul Valley and the 
country of the Indus (the Western Punjab and Sind), which 
had been once reclaimed and held for a brief period by 

F. 5 
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Alexander the Great, were now again recovered for the Greek 
kings of Bactria who proudly boasted ~ be his successors. 

But though Demetrim, had thus gained a new kingdom 
in India, he was soon to lose his own kingdom of Bactria after 
a desperate st;ruggle with his rival Eucrat~des, ~vho ~ow laid 
.claim to the throne. The account of an ep1sode m th1s contest 
ha& been preserved by Justin, who desc~ibes ~1ow Eucratidcs 
with 300 men was besieged by Dcmetnus w~th 60,000, and 
how he wore out the enemy by continual sorties and escape_d 
in the fifth month of the siege. Finally, not only Bactna 
·but also some part of the newly acquired Indian dominions 
of Demetrius passed into the power of the conqueror, Eua·a
tides; and from this time onwards we may trace the existence 
of two lines of Greek princes in India, the one derived from 
Euthydemus, ending c. 100 B.c.. and the other derived from 
Eucratides, ending c. 25 B.c. 

The period of the reign of Eucratides is determined by 
the statement of Justin that he came to the throne at about 
the same time as Mithradate;; I of Parthia, i.e. about 171 B.c. 
It is doub~ful if De~etrius or any other member of the family 
of _Euthydemus ruled in any part of Bactria after this date. 
It 11> more probable that henceforth their power was confined 
t? India. The family of Eucratides, on the other hand, con
t:n'?~d ~o rule both in Bactria and in India until Greek 
~lVlh~atxon in Bactria was swept away by the flood of Saka 
mvasw_ns fr?m the North c. 135 n.c.; but they retained their 
possessiOns m the territories to the south of the Hindu Kush 
and held the Kabul Valley until the Kushana conquest, c. 25 n.c: 
. . T_he transference of Greek rule from Bactria to India 
~s mdxcated, in the most unmistakable manner, by a change 
1X: the .style of the coins. ln Bactria the coins remain purely 
Greek m character, a!ld they are struck in accordance with a 
purely . Greek standard of weight. The subject po ulation 
was evidently not sufficiently ad~anced in civilizatio~ to in
fluence the art of the conquerors m any degree In I d" 
the othe h d h h G k . · n ta, on . r _ an , w ere t e ree s came mto contact 'th an 
ancte~t Civilization, which was, in many respects a 'dv1 d 
as the1r · ' s a vance 

. own, It was necessary to effect a compromise rt ,.1as 
essential that the coinage should be suited to the req~iremcnts 
of the_ conquered as well as of the conquerors The coins 
accordmgly b b"l' I Th · ' , ecome 1 mgua . ey are struck with Greek 
lege_nds on the obverse, and with an Indian translation in 
Indtan characters on the reverse ; and they follow the Persian 
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~tandard of weight which had been f~mly es~~b~ished in N.-W. 
lndia as a result of ~he long Perstan dom~mo~.. We have 
already seen how valuable the study of these b~hngual co.ins 
has proved in affording the necess~ry clue ~o the mterpretatiOD 
of the forgotten alphabets of An:aent Indi~. . 

During the reign of Eucrat1de&~ Bact;na was mvaded by 
the Parthian king, Mitbradates I (lll-138 n.c.), who s~ems to 
have remained master of the ~ount~y for . some cons1derable 
time. It is probable ~hat certam _coms whtch bear his name, 
and which are palpably imitated, some from the Bactrian coins 
of Demetrim and some from those of Eucratides, may have 
been struck by him ~n Bactria during this period. There is 
reason for supposing that Mithrada~es, on this occasion, pene
trated even into India. In the prmted text of the works of 
Or~sius, a Roman historian who flourished c. 400 A.D., there is 
indeed to be found a definite s~atement to the effeq that 
Mithradates subdued the nations between the H ydaspes 
Qhclum) and the lnd~s; but it seems possible that the read
ing 'Hydaspes' may be mcorrect and ?ue .to so~e corruption in 
"bhe manuscripts of the name of a nver not m India, but in 
Persia to the west of the Indus. 

Thus weakened, on the one hand, bv internal feuds and 
by Parthian attacks, and,_ 0~1 the other, .by the drain on its 
r-esources camed b.y the Indtan c~n9-uests, the Greek kingdom 
of Bactria proved mcapable of reststmg the hordes of Scythians 
who burst through its northern frontiers c. 135 n.c. These re
presented one of the groups of. nomadic tribes known as Sakas, 
who sti.ll occupied, as in the ume of Darius (522-486 n.c.), the 
country of the river Jaxartes (Syr Darya) to the north of 
Sogdiana (Bukhara). They had always been regarded as a 
standing menace to the Greek civilization of Bactria, and now, 
being driven from their pastures by the pressure of other 
nomadic hordes whom the Chinese historians call Yueh-chi, 
they were forced partly in a soutli.edy direction into :Bactria, 
and partly in a south-westerly direction into the Parthian 
empire where they joined with an earlier settlement of Sakas 
in the province of Drangiana (Seistan). Traces of the existence 
of this. earlier Saka settlement in Drangiana seem ~o be found 
b•th m the inscriptions of Darius and in the accounts of 
Alexander·~ ~ampaig~s. The vit~l importance for the his~ory 
-of N.-:W· In?xa of thx~ augmentatiOn of. the Saka power already 
estabhshed m a provmce of th~ Parth\an Empire will be seen 
-subsequently (p. 68). 
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The Yueh-chi, thus driving the Sakas before them, seem 
to have occupied hrst Sogdiana and then Bactria, where, under 
'the leadership of their chief tribe, the Kushanas, they_ develol?ed 
into the strong power which created the next great Ind1_an emp1re. 

It is only ·possible to give a very general out~me of the 
history of the Greek kingdoms sou~h of the Hindu Kush. 
Nearly all the evidence which we posses_s has bee_n gleane~ 
from the study of their coinages; and the ~nterpretauon of th1s 
evidence is by no means always clear. A~. has been observed, 
the!>e Greek princes seem to belong chiefly to the two rival 
royal lines-the house of Euthydemus, and the house of 
Eucratidcs-which having begun their struggle in Bactria con
tinued it in India. It is, however, not always easy to attribute 
princes whose coins we possess to either of these groups ; and it is 
quite possible that, in addition to these two chief Greek king
doms in Northern India, there may have been o~her principalities 
which Greek soldiers of fortune had carved out (or themselves. 

The Indian conquests of Demetrius, the son of Euthydemus, 
were greatly extended by later rulers of the same house, not
ably by Apollodotus and Menander. That these two prince!> 
were intimately connected ~here can be no doubt. They usc 
the same coin-types, especially the f-igure of the Greek goddess, 
Athene, hurling the thunderbolt, which is characteristic of other 
members o( the family of Euthydemm, e.g. the Stratos; and 
they are twice mentioned together in literature. Strabo attri
butes conquests in India to them jointly, while the unknown 
author o[ the PerifJlus maris Eryl/zrcei-a most interesting 
handbook intended for the use oE Greek merchants and seamen 
as a guide to the coasting voyage from the Persian Gulf to the 
w~st coast of India-states that small silver coins, inscribed 
WI~h Greek characters and bearing the names of these two 
prmces, were still current in his time (probably c. 80 A.D.) at 
the po_n of Barugaza (Broach). The extent of Menander's 
~?mm_wns especi~lly is indicated both by the great variety of 

ts ~om-types whtch prove that he ruled over a great number 
of dtfferent provinces, and by a statement quoted by Strabo to 
~he effect that he passed beyond the Hyphasis (Beas) which. 
ormed the extreme limit of Alexander's conquests. 

_ \Ve have, in all probability, further information concern
mg Menander from a source which, at first sight, might seem 
not Very promising from the point of view of the historian. 
M~~ancler is almost certainly to be identified with the King 
M1lmda, who is known from a Buddhist philosophical treatise-
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called .~he 'Questiom of Milinda' (Milinda-Panha). This 
monarch res~ded at Sakala, an ancient ci~y which has been 
identified with the modern Sialkot in the N.-E. Punjab. Now£ 
we have direct evidence that other members of l)le house. ~ 
Euthydemus (the su·atos) reigned _to the S.-E. of the PunJa ' 
since ~heir coins are imitated by their Saka conquerors who 
occupied the di~trict of Mathura (Muttra). We may concl~de, 
then, that the family of Euthydemus ruled over the E. PunJ_ab, 
with one of its capitals at Sialkot and possibly another capital 
in the Mutu·a Dist. of the United Provinces. 

But the evidence both of coins and of literature shows that, 
at one period, they possessed a far wider dominion. The fact 
that the coins of Apollodous and Menander were current at 
Broach, surely indicates that their conques~s must have extend
ed to ·western India (Gujarat and Kathiawar) ; while the state
ment in Strabo. that Menander passed beyond the Beas into th_e 
Middle Country, is supported by certain references in Sanskrit 
literature to the warlike activity of the Yavanas (Greeks) about 
the middle of the second century n.c. The best known of these 
all us ions are the following : 

(I) Kalidasa's historical play, the Ma/mJikagnimitra, re
presents the forces of the first Sunga king, Pushyamitra, under 
the command of his gTandson, Vasumitra, as coming into con
flict with the Yavanas somewhere in Central India. This may 
well be the reminiscence of some episode in Menander' s invasion 
of the Sunga dominions. 

(2) The gTammarian Patanjali, in his JHahabhasya or 
'Great Conuncntary' on Panini's :Sanskrit Grammar, mentions 
King Pushyamitra ~s if he were his contemporary, and refers ~o 
the sieges by the Yavanas of Saketa in South Oudh and of 
Madhyamika (Nagari) ncar Chitor in Rajputana as if they 
had taken place within his own memory. 

(3) Perhaps the fullest of all the accounts of the Greeks 
in lndi~ at this period occurs in an asu·onomicaL or rather 
astrologtcal, treatise called the Gart;i Samhita, or 'the compen
dium. of Garga.' One of its chapters is ~n the style of a Purana; 
that IS to say, it gives in a prophetic form an account of kino-s 
who have already ruled on the earth. Unfortunately this wo~k 
has not yet. been fully edited and the manuscript of it which has 
been descnbed is both fragmentary and corrupt.• Put into 

* Sin~e thi~ book was written in 1914, this treatise has been edite_ d 
and pubhshed Jn recent times. 
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hiHoric [orm the information which the certain portions o[ this 
chap~er yield may be expressed as follows : 

The Greeks after reducing Sak.eta, the l'anchala country 
and Muttra (all in· the United l'~ovinces) reac~ed the ca_Pital 
Patal~putra (Patna). But they dtd no~ stay m the. Mtddle 
Country because of the strife between themsel~es whtch took 
place in ~heir own kingdom (North:We!'.tern l~ldta_). They were 
e~entually conquered by a ~aka k.mg; and m tune the _Sak~s 
ytelded to another conquenng power, the name of wluch ts 
obscured by textual corruption ~n the m~nuscript. . . 

This account no doubt refers successtvely to the mternecme 
struggle between. the house of Euthydemu!'. and the house of 
Eucratides, to the conquest of Greek kingdoms by the Sak.as, 
and to l;.he subsequent conquest of the Sakas by the Kushana5. 
The Gargi Sam-hita holds an almost unique position \n the 
literature of Ancient India, and it is much to be regretted that 
no edition of this interesting work i.s at present possible. It is 
almost the only surviving ~·epresentative of the old Hindu 
astrology or astronomy, whtch was superseded, probably in 
the fourth century A.D., by the Greek sy!'.tem of astronomy 
borrowed, presumably, from Alexandria. The later Indian 
astronomers frequently refer to Vriddha Garga, 'the old Garga,' 
and there is no reason to doubt that the compendium which 
bears his name belongs to a period not much later than ~hat of 
the foreign invaders whom it mentions. The information con· 
veyed by the chapter to which we have referred if> in accordance 
with the knowledge of this period which we may glean indepen
dently from other sources. 

The territories on the extreme north-western frontier of 
fn~ia, i.e. the Kabul Valley and Gandhara (including Taxila) 
w~uch were originally conquer~d by Euthydemus or by Deme
triUs, were wrested from this family of Greek princes by 
Eucratides. Evidence of the tramfer of this region from one 
rule to the other is afforded by certain coins which have been 
restruck. Originally they were issued by Apo1lodotus, a prince 
of the house of Euthydemus ; but they have been restruck by 
Eucratidcs; and, a5 they _bear the image and superscription of 
the tutelary deity of Kaptsa, the capital city of Gandhara, they 
te~tify to the change of government which had taken place in 
thts province. 

Inscriptions and coins show further that the family oE 
Eucratides was supplanted by Saka !>atraps in both Kapisa and 
Taxila; but the~e princes continued to hold the Kabul Valley 
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until the last ves~iges of their rule, which had survived the 
attacks of the Sakas, were f.wept away by the Kushanas. The last 
Greek king to reign in the Kabul Valley, and indeed in any 
region of India, was Hermreus who was succeeded, c. 25 A.D., by 
the Kushana chief, Kujula Kadphises. 

It is a curious fac.t that, while the coinagef. of the G~co
Indian princes arc remarkably abundant, all other memonals 
of their rule should be so rare. Only one stone inscription, f~r 
instance, has yet been found in which any of these prince& IS 

mentioned. This inscription is at Besnagar in Gwalior, and the 
prince mentioned is Antialcidas who, to judge from the evidence 
of coins, was one of the earlier memben of the line of Eucratides, 
and who ruled both in Bactria and i.n the Kabul Valley. The 
inscription records the erection of a standard in honour of the 
god Vishnu; and it is especially interesting as showing that the 
donor, a Greek named Heliodorus, the ,son of Dian, who had 
come to Besnagar as an ambassador from Antialcidas, had 
adopted an Indian faith. The inscription is dated in the 14th 
year of the reign of a king Bhagabhadra who presumably ruled 
over the province in which Besiugar was f.~tuated. As this 
region no doubt formed part of the empire of the Sungas, it is 
not improbable that this King Bhagabhadra may be identical 
with the Bhadra or Bhadraka who is mentioned in some of the 
Puranas among the successors of Puf.hyamitra. 

It is to the period of nearly two centuries (c. 200-25 n.c.) 
during which Greek princes ruled in the Kabul Valley, the 
North-Western Frontier Province, and the Punjab, and not to 
the expedition of Alexander the Great (327-5 n.c.), the politi.cal 
results of which lasted only for a few years, that we mm.t trace 
the chief source of Greek influence in Northern India. For 
some centuries after the extinction of all their political power, 
we find Greeks mentioned in Indian literature and Indian 
inscriptions. But they have been absorbed into the Indian 
social system. They bear l'ndian or Persian names, and they 
profess Indian faiths. The existence of a st.rong Greek element 
in the population is attested by the Buddh~st art of Gandhara, 
in which the influence of Greek traditions is manifest ; and a 
system of writing developed from the Greek alphabet is to be 
traced in ~his region until at least the fourth century A.D., and 
possibly much later. 



CHAPTER X 

PARTHIAN AND SCYTHIAN INVAUERS 

So far, we have traced the history of the Yavanas (Y~nas), or 
foreign invaders of Greek descent, in North--Western Indta. The 
history of thh region is now complicated by the ~ppe~t~ance on 
the scene of invaders belonging to two other natwnahttcs, who 
are cons~antly associated with the Yavanas in Indian literature 
and inscriptions. These arc the Saka5 and Pahlavas. 

Herodotus expressly states that the term 'Sakas' w~s used 
by the Pen;ians J;o deno~e Scythians generally ; and tlllS state
ment is certainly in accordance with the usc of the word in the 
inscriptions of Darius. In one of these, it occurs together with 
descriptions which show that it denotes certain Scythiam in 
Europe as well as two branches of Scytluans in Asia. These, 
we have reason to believe, are specimens merely o[ the innumer
able swarms of nomads which had been finding their way dur
ing untold centuries from that great hive of humanity, China, 
to W es~ern Asia and to Europe. 

The settlements of Sakas which affected the history of 
India at this period are two in number. One of these occupied 
the country of the Jaxartes to the north of Bactria and Sogdiana, 
and had for ages past been regarded as a great danger to Persian 
and Hellenic civilization in Central Asia ; while the other in
habited the province of Drangiana, which lay between Persia 
and India, and which subsequently bore ~he name of Sakas
thana, 'the abode of the Sakas' (the later Sijistan and the 
modern Seistan). It is probable tha~ both of these bodies o[ 
Sakas were stirred into activity in the middle o[ the second 
century B.c. by the same cause-the impact of further swarms 
?f nomads who are known as the Yueh-chi. The result of this 
Impact :vas two-fold. On the one hand, the Hellenic kingdom 
of Bactna was submerged in a flood of barbarian invasion, and, 
o~ the other, the Parthian kings were occupied during two 
reigns. (Phraates U, 138-128 B.c., and Artabanus II (I), 128-123 
B.~.) In endeavours to stem the ~ide which had extended to 
Se.Istan, ~nd were only completelv successful in the following 
reign (Mithradates II the Great, 123-88 B.c.). The effect of the 
Saka invasion of the Parthian kingdom was thus to increase the 
power of a Saka settlement which was already established in the 
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Parthian province of Seistan, and the result of the stru~gles be
tween Sakas and Parthians in this region was the creatwn of a 
kingdom, probably more or less dependent o~ the kingdom of 
Parthia, in which the two peoples were assoCiated. 

The third class of foreign invaders, who are, in Indian 
literature and insa·iptions, called Pahlavas, were Parthians, the 
two names being etymologically identical. It is clear, however, 
that the Pahlavas who invaded India did not belong to the 
main stock which was represented by the rulers of the Parthian 
empire, but rather to the subordinate branch which was esta?
lished in its eastern provinces, Drangiana (Seistan), Arachos1a 
(Kandahar) and Gedrosia (Northern Baluchistan). The history 
of this subordinate kingdom is obscure. Almost our only 
evidence for its existence is supplied by coins ; but these give 
us names of rulers which are undoubtedly Parthian in character, 
and the area over which the coins are found a[ords some indica
tion of the extent of territory which these princes governed. 
They may have been originally satraps of the Parthian monarchs ; 
bu~ the title 'King, of Kings' which, in imitation of their former 
over-lords, they bear on their coins. shows that they had assert
ed their independence. The first of these Pahlavas to appear 
on the coins has ~he familiar Parthian name Vonones; and we 
may, therefore, conveniently call the line to which he belongs 
'the family of Vononcs.' 

·with this line of Pahlava princes the Sak.a invaders of 
India arc intimately connected. Like them, and unlike the 
Grreco-Indian princes, they bear the title 'King of Kings.' The 
history of this title is interesting. It denoted originallY the 
supreme lord who claimed the allegiance of a number of sub
ordinate kings. It was the ancient title of the Persian 
monarchs, and as such it appears in the inscriptions of Darius 
in the form Kshayathiyanam Kshayathiya. Tn the Parthian 
monarchy it. seems to occur first on coins or Mithradates II 
(123-88 n.c.), though some numismatists prefer to attribute the 
coins in question to Mithradates I (171-138 n.c.). It was intro
duced into fndia bv the Saka and Pahlava invaders, and con
tinued in use by tl~eir successors, the Kushanas; and in the 
form Shalzan-shah it remains the title of the Shahs of Persia 
even to the present day. 

There can be no doubt, then, that the distinctive title 'King 
of Kings' connects the Indian Sakas with the Pahlavas and 
both with Parthia; and this connexion is most naturally 
explained on the theory that these Sakas came into India from 
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Seistan through Kandahar, over the Bolan Pass, through~ 
Baluchistan into Sind and so up the valley of the Indus. Thi& 
would explain ~he {act that the coins of. Maues, th~ earliest, 
known ot these Saka princes, are found m the Punpb only 
and not in the Kabul Valley, which still con~nued to be held. 
by the Greek pdnces of the family of Eucratides. Acce5s into 
the Kabul Valley from Bactria over the passes of the Hindu 
Kush was ~hus, at this period, barred. 

The progress which the Saka conque5ts made at the ex
pense of both the chief line~ of Greek rulers is illustrated by 
the coins. Maues strikes coim which are directly imitated from 
those of Demetrius ; the Saka satrap Liaka Kusulaka at Taxila 
imitates ~he coins of Eucratides, and another satrap, Ranjubula, 
at Muttra the coins struck by Strata I and n reign~ng con
jointly. Everywhere, indeed, the Saka invaders seem to have 
retained the form of coinage used by the Greek princes whom 
they dispos5essed-a coinage distinguished by a Greek legend 
on the obverse and a Prakrit translat~on in Kharoshthi cha
racters on the reverse-and it ~s probable that they only issued 
co~ns in those districts where they found a currency already in 
extster:ce. So far as is known, none of their coinages is original. 
All Wtthout exception are imitated from Greek or Hindu models. 

The Sakas continued in North-Western India ~he system 
of 9overnment by satraps which was. firmly established there 
dunng the long period of Persian rule. This system was, as 
we have seen, followed by Alexander the Great, and ~here is 
no reason to suppose .~hat it had been interrupted either under 
the Maurya empire or under the rule of the later Greek princes. 

. Of the history of these Saka satrapies inscriptions and 
coms give us a few details. 

_An inscription affords the bare mention of a satrap of 
;<-apisa, _the capital of Gandhara, a district wh\ch, as we know 

1 rom cams, had passed from the family of Euthydemus (Apol
odotus) \nto the power of Eucratides. 

There is a copper-plate. inscription of a satrap of Taxila 
named Patika which records the deposit of relics of the Buddha 
and a donation made in the 78th year of some era not specified 
~nd during the reign of the Great K\ng Moga, who is without 

1 ou_bt to be identified with Maues, since Moga is merely a dia-
ectical variant of Moa, the Indian equivalent of the name 

Maues found on the coins. The era. in wh~ch the inscription i& 
dat~d cannot at present be determmed. The most plausible 
COI1JCCture is that it may be of Parthian origin ; and if it could 
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be supposed to start lrom the beg·inning of the reign of 
Mithradates r (171 n.c.), the monarch who raised Parthia from 
a compara~ively small state to a great empire, which ex~ended 
from the Euphrates to Bactria and the borders of Ind1a, the 
result as applied to this insa·iption (171- 78=93 n.c.), woul~ 
give a date which is fairly probable on other consi
derations. But it must be admitted that there is no evidence 
of the exis~ence of such an era. The satrap Patika wa:; the 
son of Liaka Kusulaka, who struck coins imitated from those 
of .Eucratides. It would seem, then, that Taxila, like Kapisa 
(Gandhara), wa:; taken by ~he Sakas from the family of Eucra· 
tides, while the Kabul Valley remained in its possession. 

Of the Saka satraps of Mathura (Muttra) we possess a most 
valuable monument, which was discovered and first published 
by a distinguished Indian scholar, Pandit Bhagvanlal lndraji, 
who bequeathed it together with his valuable collection of 
ancient Indian coins to ~he British Museum. lL is in the form 
of a large lion carved in red sandstone and intended to be the 
capital of a pillar. The workmanship shows undoubted Persian 
influence. The surface is completely covered with inscriptions 
in Kharoshthi characters, which give the genealogy of the 
satrapal family ruling a~ Muttra and also mention members 
of other satrapal houses in other provinces of North-Western 
fndia. These inscriptions show ~hat the satrap£ of Muttra, like 
those of Kapisa and Taxjla, were Buddhists. The reigning 
satrap, or rather 'great satrap,' Rajula (whose name appear:; 
also as Rajuvula or Ranjubula) also struck coins, some of 
which are imitated from the currency of cenain Greek princes 
of the house of Euthydemuft-the Stratos.--while others are 
copied from the coins of a line of Hindu princes who ruled at 
Mu~tra. We know, therefore, that in this district Saka rule 
superseded that of both Greek and Hindu princes. 

Evidence of the existence of a Saka power in Central India 
and of its defeat by a Hindu king is supplied by a Jain work 
called ~he Kalikachm)'alwtlza or 'Story of Kalikacharya.' From 
it we learn that the Sakas, who jn Malwa were patrons of 
the Jail! religion, were subdued by a king named Vikramaditya 
~ho reigned at Ujjain, and who established the era, beginninrr 
m 58 B.c., which still bears his name. The name of the kin~· 
may, no doubt, be legendary; or possibly, while the name itself 
has ~een lost, one of ~he k~ng's titles, 'the sun of valour,' has 
survived; but that this era was really first used in Malwa is 
probable on other grounds. At a latter date (405 A.o.) it is. 
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certainly described as 'the traditional re~koning of. the h~alava 
tribe.' The s~ory- goes on to say that this era co~unued m use 
for 135 years when it was supersed~d by one wh~ch was found
ed by another Saka conqueror- T~1s .sec~nd era 1s undoubtedly 
that which becrins in 78 A.D., and 1t IS still called the Saka era. 
It is probable0 further ~hat, soon after the date of i.ts fuun~a
tion, the Kushana empire extended to Malwa, and that 1ts 
conquest was effected by ~he Pahlava and Saka ~atraps of the 
Kushana emperor, Kanishka (see p. 73). 

It has been already observed that there is evidence of an 
intimate connexion between Pahlavas and Sakas, i.e. between 
'the family of Vonones' and 'the family of Maues.' This con
nexion appears to be proclaimed by certain coins on which 
Spalirises, 'the brother of the king· (i.e. presumably of Vonones) 
is definitely assoc\ated with Azes, who was dmost certainly the 
successor of Maues. Such evidence as there is would seem to 
indicate that these ~wo lines continued to rnle e'er adjacent 
prov~nceS--the family of Vonones in .-!cistan, Kandahar, and 
North Baluchistan, and the family of Maues in the West 
Pun jab and Sind-until, probably 10warcls the end of the first 
quarter of the first century A.D., the two kingdoms were united 
under the sway of the Pahlava Gondopharnes, as to the Par
.thian character of whose name there can be no possible doubt. 
The evidence is almost entirely numismatic, and its bearings 
may be summarized as follows. The numerous varieties of the 
cc:inage of this monarch, copied as they are from so many pre
VIOus issues, show that he ruled over a very extensive. domi
nion ; and ~he fact that these varieties are imitated from the 
currencies both of the family of Vonones and the family of 
Maues, leads us to the conclusion that he ruled over both the 
earlier kingdoms of the Pahlavas and of the Sakas. 

The fame of King Gondopharnes (or Gondopherres, as the 
name appears in the Greek coin-legends) spread even to the 
West, and he is known in the legends of the early Christian 
Church as the king to whose country St. Thomas was sent as 
the apostle of the 'Parthians,' or, according to other authorities, 
of the 'fndians,' i.e. the people of the Indus country. The 
story of the mission of St. Thomas and of the king's conversion 
to the Christian faith is told in the apocryphal Acts of St. 
Thomas, of which there are extant versions in Syriac, Greek, 
and Latin, the earliest of these, the Syriac, belonging probably 
to th: third century A.D. Doubtless there must be a great deal 
in th1s story which can only be regarded as pure legend, but 
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1t 1s reasonable to suppose that i~ may have some basis in fact.. 
The names of several successors of Gondopharnes are known .. 

from their coins ; but these coins show that they ruled over a 
greatly dimin~shed realm. Already a~ this period-the early 
part of ~he first century A.D.-the Kushana power, which had 
grown up in Bactria, bad begun to absorb the various states 
of North-Western India, and to weld tog-ether Greeks, Sakas, 
Pahlavas, and Hindus in~o one great empire. 

The first step in the creation o( this Indian empire was 
the conquest of the last remaining stronghold of Greek rule 
in the Kabul Valley. The coins show clearly the process by 
which this region, probably in the last quarter of the first 
century B.C., passed from Hcrma::us, the las~ ruling member of 
the line of Eucra~~des, to his conqueror, the Kushana Kujula 
Kadphises. The conquest of 'India,' the coun.:ry o( the lndus, 
was the work o( his successor, who is known from his coins as 
Wima Kadphises, and after him the Kushana empire reached 
its culminating pojm in ~he reign of Kanishka. 

The question of ~he date of Kani:.hka is still the subject of 
keen controversy; but it will probably be settled within a short 
time by the excavations which arc now beincr made b)' the 

• b 

Archaeological Survey of India on the ancient site of Taxila, 
one of his capitals.* 

In ~he meantime, until absolute certainty can be attained, 
a probable v~ew appears to be that he was the founder of the 
Saka era, the initial year of which is 78 A.D., and that the era 
obtained i~s name from ~he fact that it became most widely 
known in India as that which was used for more than three 
centuries by th\.: Saka kings of Surashtra (Gujrat and Kathiawar) 
who were originally satraps and feudatories of the Kushanas. 

With the establishment of the Kushana Empire we must 
bring our survey of 'Ancient India' to a close. The history 
of ~he remaining ten centuries which elapsed before the Muham
madan period may, perhaps, be more fittingly included under 
the heading 'Medieval India.' In Medieval, as in Ancient, 
India, we may see the rise and fall of empires, partly of foreign 
and partly of native origin, some of them the result of invasions 
through the 'Gates of India' on the north or north-west, others 
the outcome of the struggle for supremacy between the nation
alities of the continent i~self. 

• Now. it has been almost settled that the !late o[ the accession of· 
Kanishka 1s 78 A.D. when the Saka era started. 
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NOTES ON THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA 

(See the map at the End) 

· d · C pitals The names o£ Peoples and Countries are pnntc m a . · 
In Ancient India they were identical, as they were in AnCll:nt 
Britain in the time of Julius Ca:sar. The names of Mountauls 
and Rivers are printed in ordinary type. 

Achiravati, v. Sakya. 
Akara, v. Malava 
Amaravati, v. List of Cities, No. I (See Appendix B) .. 
Andhra, the name of a tribe of Southern India inhab~tlllg 

the Telugu country between the rivers Krishna (Kistna) and 
Godavari which is often called Andhra·desa, the 'Country ot 
the Andhras.' They are mentioned in one of the later books 
of th~ Aitareya Brahmana (possibly c. 500 n.c.). They are 
uescnbed by PUny (Historia Natun»Iis, vi. 21·23), who 
probably quotes hom Mcgasthenes (c. 300 n.c.), as being, ne~t 
to tl~c Prasii, the most powerful of the nations of India. Their 
~·elat10~s to the Maurya Empire are uncertain ; but the manner 
m wh1ch they arc mentioned in the inscriptions of Asoka (c. 
250 B.c.) seems to indicate that they acknowlcdrrcd its suzerainty 
whi~e retaining a certain degree of indepei~dence. On the 
declmc of the Maurya Empire their power greatly increased ; 
and early in the second century n.c. their dominions had ex
tended westwards across the Deccan to the District of Nasik 
in _the Bombay Presidency. It is probable also that at this 
penod they came into collision with the kingdom of Magadha, 
now under the Sungas. The dynasty under which the Andhras 
won this great empire bears the general name of Satavahana and 
~any of its kings are called Sata'karni. The dynastic list is 
g1ven in the Puranas. Its total duration is usually stated to be 
456 or 460 years and ~he number of reigns thirty. If we 
suppose, therefore, that ~he dynasty began about 220 n.c., it 
would have ended about 240 A.D. ; and this is probably a fa_,y 
correct sta~ement. At various in~rvals during this period we 
are enabled from inscriptions, coins, and literature to trace the 
history of the Andhras with some precision. In literature they 
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.are frequently associated with their northern neighbours, the 
Kalingas, as also in the Hathigumpha inscription of K.haravela, 
the king of Kalinga, c. 150 n.c. But their most important 
historical monuments belong to ~he first half of the second 
century A.D. (c. 120-150 A.D.), the period during wh~ch they 
came into conflict in Western India wi~h the Pahlava and Saka 
satraps of the Kushana Empire. 

The decline of the Andhra Empire began about the end of 
the second century A.D., when ~he western and south-western 
provinces passed into the hands of another dynasty of Satakarnis, 
the Chutu family, to whom the designation Andhra-bhrityas, or 
'servants of the Andhras,' is specially applied. About the 
middle of the Wird century A.D., the Chutu family was sup
plan~ed by the Abhiras in the west and by the Kadambas in the 
south-west, while the Satavahana family, which had continued to 
hold Andhra-desa in the east, was succeeded by a Rajput dynasty, 

For the chkf centres of Andhra rule, v. List of Cities
No. 1, Amaravati; No. 12, Pratishth;ma; and No. 16, V;rijay
anti, (see Appendix B). 

ANGA, the Distric~s of Monghyr and Bhagalpur in N. 
Bengal (now in Bihar). Its capital was Champa, near the 
modern town in Bhagalpur on the Ganges. 

APARANTA, the 'Western Border,' the ancient name of the 
Northern Konkan, the northern portion o( the strip of country 
lying between the Western Ghats and the sea. Its capital was 
surparaka, the modern Sopara in the Thana District of .Bombay. 

AAYAVARTA, .the 'Land of the Aryans,' v. p. 26. 
Asikni, the 'Black River,' the Vedk name of the river 

which was afterwards called in Sanskrit the Chandr:1bhaga. 1t 
is the Acesines of the historians of Alexander and the modern 
Chenab. Hesychius of Alexandria, the author of a ceh:brated 
Greek lexicon (probably in the ftfth century A.D.). says the name 
Chandrabhaga was changed by Alexander. In its Greek form, 
Sandrophagos, it might be interpreted to mean the 'Devourer 
of Alexander.' He therefore preferred the older name Asikni, 
the Greek form of which, Acesine~. might be supposed to mean 
the 'Healer.' 

AvANTI, v. MALAVA. 
Ayo?hya, v. Lis~ of Cities. No. 2 (App. B). 
Bhngu-kaccha, v. List o[ Cities, No. 3 (App. B). 
BRAHMARSHI-DESA, the 'Country of the Holy Sages,' v. 

p. 22. 
BRAHMAVARTA, the 'Holy Land.' v. p. 26. 
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Sakala v. List of Cities, No. 4 (App. B). · the 
SAKYA' one of the numerous Kshatriya clans living 111 

> • l . h · . knOWn as lowlands at the foot of the H1ma ayas m w at 1s now . · 
the Nepal~~c Tarai. It ~s celebrated as the clan ~o wh1ch Bud
dha belonged. Its territory was bordered on the north by the 
mountains, on the cas~ by the river Rohini, and on the west ~nd 
south by the river Achiravati (Rapti!. Its capital ~v~s Kaplla~ 
vastu in the neighbourhood of wh1ch was Lumbuu-vana, or 

' 1 0 r,) the 'Grove of Lumbini,' where Budd 1a was born (v. p. ;):J • 

The Sakyas were an aristrocrat,ic oligarchy owing some allegi
ance probably to the kingdom of Kosala. 

Champa, v. ANGA. 
Chandrabhaga, v. Asikni. 
Channanvati, the river Chambal, the largest tri.btuary of 

the Jumna. 
CHEDI, the name of a people mentioned in ~he Rig-veda_ 

In later times they occupied the northern poriton of the Central 
Provinces. 

CHERA. v. KERALA. 
CHOLA, a Tamil people of Southern India from whom the 

Coromandel Coast receives its name. (Coromandel=Sanskrit 
C!wla-mandala, tl~e 'Province of the Cholas'). They are 
~entioned in the inscriptions of Asoka (c. 250 n.c.) among the 
mdependem peoples livincr beyond the limits of the Maurya 
Empire. They occur also in the Mahabharata. Other ancient! 
literature (Tamil, Greek and Latin) testifies to the sea-borne 
traffic which was carried on between the Coromandcl Coast and 
Alexandria and thence to Europe. Evidence of the trade. with 
Rome is afforded by the numerous Roman coins which have 
been discovered in various districts of Southern India. Among 
them has been found the gold piece which was struck by the 
Empe:or_ Claudius (41-54 A.D.) to commemorate the conquest 
of Bntam. Further evidence of the trade between Southern 
India and the West is supplied by words. Our PefJPer comes to 
us from the Tamil pippali through the Greek fJeperi. 

Sravasti, v. List of Cities, No. 5 (App. B.). 
SuRASEi\A. the region of Muttra in the United Provinces. 
Surparaka, v. APARANTA. 
Sutudri, the Vedic name for the Sutlej, called by the Greeks 

Zadadrus aor Zaradus. Like all the great r~vers of the Punjab, 
the_ Sutlej has changed its course in historical times, and some 
of Its deserted channels are still to be traced. At prsent it is 
a tributary of the Indus; bu~ in the time of Alexander the 
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into the 
Great il; was probably an independent river flowing 
Rann of Cutch. Region' 

DAKSHL.'IAPA.TI-IA, the Deccan, the 'Southern d to 
(Sansk.r~t dakshina, Prakrit dakkhina='south') as oppose 
Uttarapatha, ~he 'Northern Region.' . B)· 

Dhanyakatak.a, v. List of Cities, No.1. Amaravau (APP· 
Drishadva~i. the 'Stony River,' v. p, 26. 
GANDHARA, v. p. 43. ·ivers 
G~nga. th~ Ganges, th~ mo&~ celebr~ted of _the sacred -~ eda, 

of Ind1a. It lS only mentLOned once directly m the Reg v 
and tha.t in a late passage. This fact indica~es that the Ary~n 
settlers had not yet occupied the plain of the Ganges when ~ 1e 
hymns of the Rig-veda were composed. 

Girinagara, See App. C. 
Girivraja, v. MAGADHA. 
Godavari, the river o[ Southern Ind~a which still bears the· 

same name. . 
Gomati, the name in the Rig-veda of the present nver 

Gumal, a tributary of the Indus. 
Hastinapur. v. List of Cities, No. 6. Indraprastha. (App. B.) 
Himalaya, the 'Abode o[ Snow,' called in the Rig-veda 

Himavant, the 'Snowy Mountain', and by the Greeks Imaus, 
Himaus, or Hemodus. all more or less successful attempts to 
reproduce in the Greek alphabet the Prakrit equivalents of the 
Vedic name. 

Irava~i. v. Parushni. 
KACCHA, the 'Shore,' the country which still bears the same 

name, though it is now usually spelt Cutch. The word seems 
to be a Prakrit form o[ the Sanskrit haksha, 'a girdle.' 

KAsl. the modern llenarcs, a small kingdom the possession . 
of which was sometimes in dispute between its more power
ful neighbours Kosala (Oudh) and Videha (Tirhut) at the 
period when Buddha lived. It is usually associated with 
J{osala. 

KALINGA, ~he country lying along the east coast of India 
between the Mahanadi and the Godavari. Kalinga was 
conquered by Asoka (v. p. 56) ; but on the decline oE the 
Maurya Empire it again became independent (v. p. 61). 

KAMARUPA, the ancient name of Assam. 
Kampilya, v. PANCHALA. 
Kapilavastu, v. SAKYA. 
Kausambi, v. V ATSA. 
Kaveri, the Cauvery River of Southern India. the 'Ganges 

F. 6 
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of the South.' . . south-
KERALA also written Chera, au anoent kmgdom of · 

, . d Travan-
ern India comprising _.l;he ~odern Malabar: Cochin. a~ ins-
core. The name of rts kmg appears as Keralapntra m the 
criptions of Asoka. . tl • 

KoNGU-DESA, the Drstricts of Salem and Coimbatore lD lC 

Madras Presidency. . the 
KosALA, a kingdo':'lllying to the cast o~ Panchala and .to the 

·west of Videha. It ~s the modern Provmcc of Oudh Ill 

United Provinces. I~s chief cities were Ayodhaya or Saketa 
and Sravasti. 

Krishna, the 'Black River,' the modern Kistna. 
KRIVI, V. P ANCHALA. 
Krumu. the name in the Rig-veda for the modern river 

Kurram, a western tributary of the Indus. 
Kubha, t;.he name in the Rig-veda for the Kabul River. 
KuRu, the name of the most important people of India in 

the time of the Brahmanas. Kuru-kshetra, or the 'Field of the 
Kurus' (v. p. 24) may be described as the Eastern half of the 
State of Patiala and the Delhi division of the Punjab. The 
holy land of Brahmavarta lay within its border on the north
west, and its eastern limit was formed by the River Jmnna. 
But the territories occup~ed by the Kurus extended to the east 
far beyond the limits of Kurukshetra. Their ancient capital 
Hastinapura was situated on the Ganges in the Meerut District 
.of the United Provinces. They must, therefore. have occupied 
the northern portion of the doab, or the region between the 
Jumna and the Ganges, having as their neighbours on the east 
the North Panchalas, and on the south the South Panchalas, 

. who held the rest of the doab as far as the land of the Vatsas, 
the corner where the two rivers meet at Prayaga (Allal1abad). 
The ~ur~s and Panchalas arc constantly associated in early 
Sanskrit hterature and the name Kuru-Panchala is often used 
to denote their un~tcd countries. 

. For the la~er and more celebrated capital of the Kurus. v. 
Lrst of Cities, No. 6, Indraprastha (App. B). 
. L~KA some.times dertotes ~eylon, and sometimes the city 
m the rsland whiCh was the capital of the demon Ravana, whose 
abduction of Sita and subsequent destruct~on by Rama form 
part of the story of the Ramayana. 

LiccHAVI, v. Vaisali. 
MADHYA-DESA, the 'Middle Country,' v. p. 26. 
MAGADHA, Southern Bihar, the Districts of Gaya and Patna 
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in Bihar, a kingdom of ~he greatest pol~tical .~port~nce in ~he 
history of Ancient and Medieval lnd1a. l he nse of the 
Maurya Empire of Magadha is described in Chapter VII. 
(p. 53). Once again in later history did Magadha become the 
centre of a o-reat empire under the Gupta Dynasty, the estab· 

b ' . . th 
lishmen~ of which i:; marked by its era which begms 1.n. e. year 
319 A.D. The ancient capital of Magadha ~vas GmvraJ_a or 
Rajagriha. the site of which is marked by rums_ at the vlllag~ 
of Rajgir in the Patna District. The later capital was Patah· 
puu·a, for which v. List of Cities, N. ll (App. B). 

Mahanadi, the 'Great River,' which still retains i~s name. 
It flows througl~ the Orissa and was the northern limi~ of the 
ancient kingdom of Kalinga. 

MAHARASH1RA, the Maratha Country, the Districts of 
Nasik. Poona, Satara, and the Kolhapur State in the Bombay 
Presidency. The inhabitants of this region are called Rathikas 
(Sanskrit Rash11·ifw) in the inscriptions of Asoka and are 
associated with the Pitenikas or people of Paithan. 

MAL:\VA. (1) Malwa in Centra] India. It was sometimes 
divided into two kingdom: Avanti or W. Malava with its 
capital Ujjayini (Ujjain), and Ak.ara or E. l\Ialava with its 
capital Vidisa (Bhilsa). 

(2) (Also spclt Malaya, or Malaya) a people living in the 
Punjab and known from Sanskrit literature. They are the 
Malli of the historians of Alexander the Great. 

The name wa:; probably that of a tribe which had settle-
ments in different parts of India. 

MARU, the Thar or Great Indian Desert of Rajputana. 
Mathura, v. List of Citks, No. 9 (App. B). 
MATSYA, the name of a people mentioned in the Rig-veda. 

In the period of the Mahabharata they lived to the south of the 
KunJs and to the west of the Surasenas. Their country is 
the modern State of Alwar in Rajputana and some adjacent 
districts. 

Mithila. v. List of Cities, No. 10 (App. B). 
Narmada, the modern river Narbada. 
NisHADHA, an ancient kingdom on the south of the 

Vtn.dhya Mountains. It lay to the south of Malva and to the 
north-,~est of ,Vidarbha. It is best known as the realm of King 
Nala, 111 the Story of Nala,' an episode of the Mahabharat~ 

PALLA"~/ A, a people of Southern India having as their capi
tal Kanch1 (Conjeeveram). 

PANCHALA, a people who appear to be identical wi~h tke 
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Krivis mentioned in the Rig-veda. The name would suggest 
that they were a confederation of. five tr~b~s (S~nskrit Pan:ha, 
'five'). In history ~hey are somettmes dtVLded mto two kmg
domS--South Panchala, the coumry bel\veen the ] umna and 
Ganges ~o the east and south-east of the Ku~us and Sura
senas, and Nor~h Panchala, districts of the United Provinces 
lying east of the Ganges and north-west of the Pr?vince of 
Oudh. The capital of South Panchala was Kamp1lya, now 
represented by ruins at the village of Kampil in the Farrukha
bad District. It appears ~n the Mahabharata as the capital of 
King Draupada, the father of Krishna or Draupadi, who became 
the wife of the five sons of Pandu. The capital of North Pan
chala was Ahicchatra, also mentioned in the Mahabharata and 
now a ruined site s~ill bearing the same name near the village 
of Ramnagar in the Bareilly District. 

The Panchalas are often associated with the Kurus: v. 
KuRu. 

PANDYA, an ancient people occupying the modern Districts 
of Madura and Tinnevelly in the extreme south of India. They 
are mentioned by Greek and Latin authors and also by the 
Emperor Asoka in his edicts. 

Paropanisus, sometimes written Paropamisus, the Greek 
name for the Hindu Kush which was also sometimes called the 
Indian Caucasus. H is the Greek form of ParujJaresanna. the 
name which the people of this region bear in the Babylonian 
and Susian versions of the inscription of Darius at Behistun 
(v. p. 45). 

Parushni, the name in the Rig-veda of the river which is 
called in later Sanskdt Iravati, the modern Ravi. It is the 
H ydraotes of the Greeks. It is celebrated in the Rig-veda in 
connexion with the victory of Sudas over the ten king·s. 

Pataliputra, v. List of Cities, No. ll (App. B). 
Pratishthana, v. List of Cities, No. 12 (App. B). 
Prayaga. v. List of Cities, No. 13 (App. B). 
RajagTiha, V. MAGADHA. 
Rohini, v. SAKYA. 
Sadanira, v. VIDEHA. 
SA;\IATATA, the 'Even 

Ganges delta. 

(For s,akala and _Sakya, see p. SO). 
Shore, the anctent name of the 

Sarasvati, the 'River of Lakes.' v. p. 26. 
Sindhu, the ancient name of the Indus, the river fTom which 

India derives it~ name (v. p. 13). 
SINDHU-SAUVIRA, the lower valley of the Indus, approxi-
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mately the modern Province of S~nd. The ~wo parts of the 
compound arc often used separately as names hav~ng much the 
same meaning. 

Sipra, v. List of Cities. No. 15. Ujjayini (App. B). 
SuRASHTRA, .~he 'Good Kingdom,' Kathiawar and a part of 

Gu jarat in Vvestcrn India. The name survives in the modern 
name Surat. (Sravasti, Surascna, Surparaka, Sutudri, see p. 80). 

Suvastu, the 'River of Good Dwellings,' the name in ~he 
Rig-veda for the Swat, a tributary of the Kabul R~ver. 

Takshasila, v. List of Cities, No. 14 (App. B.). 
TAMRAl'ARN1. ( 1) the Saaskri~ name of a town in Ceylon, 

sometimes used in a wider sense to denote the whole island. 
In this latter sense it occurs i;l it~ Pali form TambajJanni in 
Buddhist literature and in t,.hc inscriptions of Asoka. It is 
known to Greek and Latin writers as Taprobane. (2) Tam
braparni, a river in the Tinnevclly Dist. of Madras. 

Tapi, the Sanskrit name of the modern river Tapti in 
Western India. 

Ujjayini, v. List of Cities, No. 15 (App. B.). 
Vaisali, the modern Basarh in the Hajipur subdivision which 

occupies the south-western corner of the Muzaffarpur District 
of Bihar. The ancient sit,e is marked by a large mound of 
ruins and by a magnificent uninscribed pillar o[ Asoka which 
is surmounted by the figure of a lion. It is described by the 
Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, .Hiuen Tsiang, who visited the spot 
early in the seventh century A.D. In the sixth century n.c. 
Vaisali was the seat of a small but powerful aristocratic oligarchy 
of nobles belonging to the Licchavi clan which seems to have 
been a branch of the Vriji u·ibe. The Vrijis formed a con
federacy, and the country of the Vrijis seems to have included 
not only Vaisali but also ~he larger adjoining realm of Videha. 
It was at Kundapura, the modern Basukund, a suburb of Vaisali, 
that Vardhamana Jnataputra, t,he founder of Jainism, was born. 
Vaisali was famous also in the annals of Buddhism; and it was 
here that the Second Buddhist Council was held a hundred 
years after. Buddha's death for t,he purpose of correcting certain 
abuses whtch had grown up in the doctrine and practices of the 
religious community. Vaisali, situated near the opposite bank of 
the Ganges, was a standing menace to Pataliputra and stood in 
the way of the expansion of the kingdom of Magadha. It was 
accordingly reduced to submission by Ajatasatru, the king of 
Magadha, shortly after Buddha's death. The removal of this 
obstacle cleared the way for the extension of the political 
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influence of Magadha not only over Vid~ha (Tirhut) b~t also 
over Kosala (Oudh), and is ~hercfore an unportant fact m the 
growth of the empire of Magadha. 

Vaijayanti, v. List of Cities, No. 16 (App. B.). 
V ANGA, the old form of the modern name Bengal. lv 

denoted the western and central distric~s of the present pro
vince, viz. Murshidabad, Birbhum, Burdwan, and Nadia. 

VATSA, the region of Prayaga (v. List of Cities, No. 13), or 
Allahabad in ~he United Provinces. Its capital was Kausambi 
which has been identified, though not with absolute cerlainty, 
with Kosam, the name borne by two adjacent villages (Kosam 
Inam and Kosam Khiraj) in the Allahabad District. 

VIDARBHA, the modern Berar, now attached to the Central 
Provinces. It was the kingdom of Bhima, Lhe father of 
Damayanti, the heroine of the 'Story of Na1a." The tradition 
of a war between Magadha and Vidarbha is preserved in 
Kalidasa's historical drama Malavikagnimitra (c. 400 A.D.). 
Kalidasa, like Shakespeare, was probably careless about details 
of ancient history or geography ; and some of the information 
which we derive from the Malavilwgnimitra is no. doubt inexact. 
If we may correct and supplement this information from other 
sources, we may suppose that early in the second century n.c., 
when the Sunga king Pushyamitra was reigning over 
Magadha with his son Agnimitra as viceroy of the Province 
of Malava, there was a war between Malava and Vidarbha, 
which was at that period probably a province of the Andhra 
Empire. 

VIDEHA, Tirhut or Northern Bihar. It probably comprised 
the districts of Champara11, Muzaffarpur, and Darbhanga in the 
Prov~n_c~ of Bihar. In its sout~-,~esL corner (the Hajipur 
subdivisiOn of the Muzaffarpur D1stnct) lay the little state of 
Vaisali Videha was separated from Magadha (S. Bihar) by the 
Ganges, and from Kosala (Oudh) by the river Sadanira, 
probably the Great ~andak. It _was the realm of King 
Janaka, the father of Stta, the herome of the Ramayana. Its 
capital was Mithila. 

Vidisa, v. MALAVA. 
Vipas or Vipasa, the Hyphasis of the Greeks and the 

modern Beas. 
Vindhya, the range of mountains still bearino- the same 

name. It is usuallY. regarded in Sanskrit literat~n·c as the 
natural boundary between Northern and Southern India. 

Vitasta, the name in ~he Rig-veda for the Hydaspes of 
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Alexander's historians and the modern river Jhelum. Latin 
classical writers use 'H ydaspes,' like 'Britain,' to denote 
some far remote region on the confines o[ ~he habitable world; 
e.g. Horace (Odes I. x...xii) : 

qme loca fabulosus 
Lambit Hydaspes. 

These geographical references are not always strictly correct, 
as, for example, Virgil's 'Medus Hydaspes' (Gen.rgics. iv. 211) 
which would place the river in Persia. 

VRIJI, v. Vaisali. 
Yamuna, the 'Twin River,' the Jumna, the sister of ~he 

Ganges. It is mentioned three times in the Rig·veda. At 
that period i~ probably marked the extreme limit to which the 
Aryan settlements had yet extended. 



APPENDIX B 

LIST OF CITIES INDICATED BY NUMERALS IN THE 

MAP (AT THE END) 

l. Aroaravati. 'the Abode of the Immortals,' a village in 
the Guntur District of Madras on the Krishna (Kistna) 
River. Near it stood Dhanyakataka (Dharanikotta) one of 
the cap~tals of Andhra-desa, 'the Country of the Andhras.' 
Amaravati is famous for its Buddhist stujJa, once probably the 
most magnificent of all the monuments of India, but now ruined 
by the vandalism of modern times. Some of its sculptures in 
white marble are preserved on the great staircase of the British 
Museum and others in the Madras Museum. 

2. Ayodhya, the modern Ajodhya, a sacred town on rhe 
Gogra River in the Fyzabad District of the United Proviccs. 
I~ was the capital of the kingdom of Kosala (Oudh). and the 
residence of King Dasaratha, the father of Rama of the Rama
yana. Oudh (Awadh) is simply the modern form of the name. 

In Buddhist literature Saketa appears as the capital of 
Kosala, and as one of the largest cities of India. It has been 
supposed that either Sake~a and Ayodhya were identical or that 
they were adjacent cities like London and ·westminster. 

3. Bhrigu-kaccha, 'the Shore of Bhrigu' a leg·endary king, 
later spelt Bharu-kaccha, the Greek Barugaza and the modern 
Broach. a town in the Bombay Presidency ncar the mouth of the 
Narmada (Narbada). In ancient times it was a famous sea-port. 

4. Sakala, the modern Sialkot in the Lahore Division of 
the Punjab, was the capital of the Madras who are known in the 
later Vedic pedod (Brihadaranyaka Upanishad). Sakala-dvipa, 
or the 'island' of Sakala, was the name for the doab or land 
lying _between the two rivers Chandrabhaga (Che~ab) and 
Iravatx (Ravi): Sakala. was the capital, or one of the capitals, 
of the Greek kmgs of the House of Euthydemus, and the residence 
of Menander (Milinda) (v. p 69). After the invasion of the 
Hunas (Huns) ~n ~he last quarter of t_he fifth century A.D., it 
became the capital of Toramana and hxs son Mihirakula. 

5. Sravasti, the modern Set Mahet in the Gonda Disrict of 
0~1<lh, a city ?f the kingdom of Kosala. ~ntimately associated 
wxth the teachmg of Buddha. Many of hxs discourses are said 
to have been delivered while he was residing there in the 
monastery of the Je~avana. a large park whkh had been pur-
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.cllased for him from Prince Jeta by the wealthy merchan~ 
Anathapindika. The pr~ce was represen~ed by the n_umber of 
the square coins of the period (v. Plate II. 1), wh~ch whe~ 
placed edge LO edge sufficed to cover the gTmmd. Tl~Is 
purchase is the subject of a bas relief on the great. Buddhist 
stupa at Bharhut, in the Nagod State of Cen~ral Ind~a. 

6. Indraprastha, the modern Indarpat near Delhi, was the 
second capital of the Kurus. According to the story told 
in the Mahabharata, the blind king, Dhri.tarashtra, with his 
hundred sons, continued to rule at the old capital Hastinapura 
on the Ganges, while he assigned to his nephews, the five 
Pandus, a district on the Jumna where they founded lndra· 
prastha. The 'Field of the Kurus.' or the region of Delhi, 
was the scene ot the subsequent war between the Kurus and the 
Pandus when, according to the epic in its present form, all the 
nations of India were ranged on one side or the other ; and it 
has been the great battlefield of India ever since, as it forms a 
narrow su-~p of habitable country lying between the Himalayas 
and the Indian Deser~ through which every invading army 
from the Punjab must iorce its way. Because of this strategical 
importance Delhi became the capital of India under the Mughal 
emperors, who came into India by land from the north-west. 
The British. on the other hand, who came by sea made their 
earliest capitals near the coast. 

7. Kanchi, the modern Conjeeveram (Kachi-puram) in the 
Chingleput District of Madras. lt was the capital of the Pallavas. 

. ~· Kanyakubja, the modern Kanauj in the Farrukhabad 
D~s~nct <;>f the United Provinces, an ancient city famous in 
Indian lustory. The fanciful derivation of its name from the 
two Sai?-skrit words, lwnya 'a maiden' and lwbja 'hunchback,' 
gave nse to the legend, told in the first book of the 
Ramayana, of the hundred daughters of King Kusanabha who 
were condemned to this deformity by the curse of the rishi 
Vayu ~s a punishment for declining his offer of maniage. The 
st.~ry. Is also told, with variations, by the Chinese Buddhist 
P1 gnm, lliuen Tsiang. who visited . the court of King 
Hars;avardhana at Kanauj early in the seventh century A.D. 

: Mathura, which still retains its ancient name now usual· 
ly w:Itten Muttra, is a city in the Agra Division of the United 
Pr~vbn~c~. It Was the capital of the Surasenas. and, as being 
th~ Itt place of the god Krishna, it was held secred by the 
Hwdus. It was ~overned by native princes, whose names are 
known from their coins, in the second t.:entury n.c., and it 
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passed from them in.to the possession of one of the families of 
~aka satraps, c. 100 B.c. (v. the Lion Capital of Mathura on 
Plate IV, and the note in App. D.). Under the Kushana 
Empire it was an important religious centre of the Jains. 

10. Mithila. the capital of the kingdom of Videha (Tirhut 
or N. Bihar) and the residence of King Janaka, the father of Sita 
the heroine of the Ramayana. 

11. Pataliputra, ~he modern Patna, the capital of Magadha 
under the Maurya Empire. It is described by Mcgasthaanes, 
tac Greek ambassador of Scleucus, king of Syria, who visited 
the court of Chandragupta, c. 300 B.C. (Ch. VII). 

12. Pratishthana, the modern Paithan on the Godavar~ in 
the Aurangabad District of the Nizam's Dominions. It was 
the capital of the western provinces of the Andhra Empire. 

13. Prayaga, the modern Allahabad in the United Pro
vinces. It is the sacred region where Ganges and Jumna meet. 

14. Takshasila, the Taxila of the Greeks. Its site is 
marked by miles of ruins ncar Shahdhcri or Dher i Shahan, the 
'Mound of the Kings,' in the Rawalpindi D~strict of the 11 unjab_ 
It was the most celebrated University town of Ancient India 
where students learnt ·~he three Vedas (Rig, Yajur and Saman) 
and the eighteen arts.' The district of Takshasila sometimes 
formed an independent kingdom, as in the days of Alexander 
the Great ; but it is often regarded as a province of the kingdom 
of Gandhara. 

15. Ujjayini on the Sipra, a tributary of the Charmanvati 
(Chumbal), in the modern Ujjain in Gwalior, Central India. It 
was the capital of Avanti or W. Malava, and the residence and 
the viceroy of the western provinces both under the Maurya and 
the Gupta Empires. Owing to its position it became a great 
commercial centre. Here met the three routes, from the 
Western Coast with its sea-ports Surparaka (Sopara) and 
Bhrigukaccha (Broach), from the Deccan. and from Sravasti in 
Kosala (Oudh). It was also a great centre of sc~ence and 
literature. The Hindu astronomers reckoned their first 
meridian of longitude from Ujjayini, and the dramas of Kalidasa 
were performed on the occasion of the Spring Festival before 
its viceregal court, c. 400 A.D. 

16. Vaijayanti, the modern Banavasi in the N. Kanara 
District of the Bombay Presidency. It was the capital of the 
south-western provinces of the Andhra Empire. It was after
wards held by the Chutu family of Satakarnis and from them 
it passed to the Kadambas. 
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APPENDIX D 

NOTES ON THE ILLUSTRATIONS 

THE GIRNAR ROCK IN !Sfi9 

(Plate I, l'rontispicce, and Plate V A) 

·GIRi'IAR, the Sanskrit Girinagara, the 'Hi~l Ci.ty,' '~as in 
ancient times the name of Junagadh in Kat~xawar._ It lS now 
applied to the sacred mountain on the e_as~ ?f tl~e Clty. At ~h<.: 
foot of this mountain stands a rock wluch IS wHhout question 
one of the most interesting and valuab!e of all his~orical 
monuments It is about twelve feet in herght and seventy-five 
feet in circ~mference at the base; and ~t has engraved on its 
surface records of thr~e kings belonging to . three difterent 
dynasties which have ruled over Western Indra : -(1) Asoka, 
the Maurya Emperor, c. 250 n.c. ; (2) Rudradaman, the 
Mahakshatrapa or 'Great Satrap' of Surash~ra and Malava 
(inscription dated in the year 72 of what was called at a later 
date the Saka era= 150 A.D.) ; and (3) Sk~ndagupta, ~he Gupta 
Emperor (inscription bearing dates m the years 136, 
137, and 138 of the Gupta era beginning in 319 A.D.=455, 456, 
and 457 A.D.). 

The illustratien i~ from a photograph taken by James 
Burgess in 1869. Since that date the rock has been protected 
from further injury by a roof. The fourteen edicts of Asoka 
are engraved on ~he north-cast face of the rock and cover 
a space of about 100 square feet. The inscription of Rudra
daman occupies the top, and the inscription of Skandagupta 
the west face. 

The edicts of Asoka have already been described (v. ch. 
VII.) The subjoined reproduction of an impression of the 
second edict will serve to Ulustrate the beautiful Brahmi writing 
?f the_ period~the letters in ~he original are about two inches 
m he!ght-and the translation which is appended will ~how 
the hrstorical importance of these inscriptions. 

TRANSLITERATION 

(I) Savrata vijitamhi dcvanam priyasa priyadasino rano 
(2) evam api prachamtesu yatha Choda Pada Satiyaputo 

Keralaputo a Tamba-



PLATE V. 

A 

BRAHM! INSCRIPTION ON THE GIRNAR ROCK 
[See page 93-94. 

B 

KHAROSHTHIINSCRIPTION ON THE BASE OF THE 
MATHURA LION-CAPITAL [Seepage lo o. 
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(3) pamni Amtiyako Yonaraja ye vapi ~asa Amtiyakasa 
samipam. 

(4) rajano savrata devanam priyasa priyadasino rano dvc 
chikichha kata 

(5) manusa-chikichha cha pasu-chikichha cha osudh;mi 
cha yani manusopagani cha 

(6) paso[pa]gani cha yata yata nasti savrata harapitani cha 
ropapitani cha 

(7) mulani cha phalani cha yata yata nasti savrata hara
pitani cha ropapitani cha. 

(8) pamthesu kupa cha khanapita nachha cha ropapita 
paribhogaya pasumanusanam. 

TRANSLATION 

'Everywhere in ~he realm of his Graci.ous l\la jesty, the 
King, the Beloved of the Gods, and likewise also in the border 
lands, such as (the counu·ies of) ihe Cholas the Pandyas, 
Satiyaputra, Kcralaputra, as far as Ceylon, Antiochus the Greek 
king, or the kings in the neighbourhood of the said Antiochus, 
everywhere has his Gracious Ma~esty, the King, the Beloved of 
the Gods, provided remedies of two kinds, remedies for men 
and remedies for animals ; and herbs, both such as arc service
able to men and ~erviceable to animals, wheresoever there 
were none, has he everywhere caused to be procured and plant
ed, roots also and (ruits, wheresoever there were none, has he 
everywhere caused to be procured and planted, and on the high
ways has he caused wells to be dug and trees to be planted 
for the enjoyment of animals and men.' 

COINS OF ANCIENT INDIA 

(Plate II) 

1. PUNCH-MARKED COIN 

Obv. A number of symbols. 
Rev. Traces of symbols. ~ilver. 
This represents the primitive form of Indian con~age. 

which is little more than a currency of square or oblong pieces 
cut out of a flat plate of silver. The symbols pun~hcd on to 
the coin on the obverse are supposed to be the pnvate_ marks 
of the money-changers, while those on the reverse, wh1ch_ arc 
almost invariably fewer in number and of a somewhat dlffer
ent character, may possibly denote the locality in which the 
coins were issued. 
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2. ANCIENT CAsT CoiN 

Obv. Rmw DllamajJalasa='(Coin) of King Dhannapala',. 
in every andem Brahmi characters written from right to left.. 

Rev. Blank. Bronze. 
Coins of this class are found at ~he village of Eran in the 

Saugor District of the Central Provinces. This . coin has been 
quoted in support of the vie~ that the Br_ahnu alphabet_ was. 
originally written from nght to left like Kharoshllll (v. 
p. 10). 

0 

~- GurLD ToKEN 

Obv. Steel-yard; above, Dujalw or Dojaha, 111 Kharoshthi 
characters. 

Rev. m incuse. Negama ='Merchants· m Braluni 
characters. Bronze. 

The use of these tokens is uncertain, as also is the meaning 
of the legend on the Obverse. 

4. P ANTALEON 

Obv. in incuse. Maneless lion to right; Greek legend, 
Basileos Pantaleontos='(Coin) of King Pantaleon.' 

Rev. An Indian dancing girl ; Brahmi legend. Raji[ne] 
Pamtalevasa. 1 Bronze. 

Pantaleon was one of the earliest Greek kings of Bac~ria to 
reign also in India. The square shape of this coin &haws the 
influence of the old Indian currency of the district in which it 
was struck. 

5. ANCIENT STRUCK CorN : SINGLE Dm 

Obv. A Cllailya, or Buddhist shrine; .to left, Valasvaha in. 
Brahmi characters ; to righ~, a standing figure worshipping ; 
beneath him, the symbol called nandi-fJada, 'the footprint of 
Nandi' (Siva's bull). 

Rev. Blank. Bronze. 
It has been suggested that the legend Vatawaha may denote

the 'Fig-tree' (vata) branch of the Asvakas, a people of North
Western India who may perhaps be the Assakenoi of Alexan
der's historians. The three early (or~s of Indian coinage
punch-marked, cast, and struck on one s1de only-arc illustrated 
by Nos. 1, 2, and 5 respectively. 

1 In the case of all the bilingual coins represented in this plate, the
Indian legend is an exnct translation of the Greek. 
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6. SoPHYTES 

Obv. Helmeted head of king to right. 
Rev. Cock to right ; above, on lef~, a caduceus (the emblem 

of the Greek god Hermes) ; Greek legend, Sophutou='(Coin) 
of Sophytes.' Silver. 

The coin is purely Greek in style. At the time of Alexan
der's invasion, Sophytes, whose name in its Greek form is sup
posed to represen~ the Sanskrit Saubhuti, was ruling over a 
kingdom in the Punjab. He entertained Alexander with the 
spectacle of a fight in which four of his dogs were matched 
against a lion. As his sporting propens~ties were so st;rong, it 
is impossible that the cock on his coins may be a fighting cock. 
That sport was certainly popular in Ancient India. 

7. ANriALCIDAS 

Obv. Bus~ of king to right ; Greek legend, Basileos nike
pJwrou I Antialhidou='(Cojn) of King Antialcidas, the Victo
rious.' 

Rev. Zeus seated on a throne and holding in his right hand 
a figure of Nike (the goddess of victory) ; on the left, ~he 
forepart of an elephant with trunk upraised; Kharo&hthi legend, 
Mahamjasa jayadharasa I Amtialikitasa. Silver. 

The type of Zeus en~hroned is frequently found on the coins 
of the Greek princes of the house of Eucratides to which 
Antialcidas belonged. For the Indian inscript~on in which he 
is mentioned, v. p. 71. 

8. MENANDER 

Obv. Bust of king thrusting a spear ~o felt; Greek legend, 
Basileos soteros I i\ienanclrott='(Coin) of King Menander, the 
Saviour.' 

Rev. Athen~ hurling a thunder-bolt to right ; Kharoshthi 
legend, MaharaJasa (rataTasa I i\ienamdrasa. Silver. 

For Menander, v. p. 68. He belonged to the family of 
Euthydemus, of which the figure of Athene is the most 
characteristic coin-type. 

9. DEMETRIUS 

Obv. Head of elephant ~o right. 
Rev. Caduceus; Greek legend, Basileos DemelTiou, '(Coin) 

of King Demetrius.' Bmnze. 

10. MAUES 

Obv. Head of elephant to right. 

F. 7 
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Rev. Caduceus; Greek legend, Basileos Mauou, '(Coin) of 
King Maues.' . . . !3ro_m.e. . 

These coins, the second of wh1ch Is an exact Imitatwn of 
the first, show ~hat the rule of the d~strict in which they 
circulated passed from the Greeks of the house of Euthydemus 
to the Sakas (v. 73-74). · 

11. EUCRATIDES 

Obv. Helmeted bust of king to right. 
Rev. The <:aps of ~he Dioscuri (Castor and Pollux) sur

mounted by stars ; two palms ; below, a monogram ; Greek 
legend, Basileos EukTatidou='(coin) of King Eucratides.' 

12. LIAKA KusuLAKA 

Obv. Helmeted bust to right. 

Silver. 

Rev. The caps of the Dioscuri; two palms; below, a mono· 
gram; Legend in Greek characters, [Li]alw [K]ozoulo. 

Silver. 
Similarly ~ese coins show the transition of t_he district to 

which they belong from the rule of the house of Eucratides to 
the Sakas. Liaka Kusulaka was a satrap and the father of Patika 
whose inscription at Takshasila was engraved in the reign of 
the Great King Moga (the Maues or Moa of the coins) and is 
dated in the seventy-eighth year of an era which has not yet 
been determined. (v. p. 74). 

13. DHARAGHOSHA, KING OF AUDUMBARA 

Obv. Standing figure (probably of Visvamitra, the rishi of 
the third book of the Rig-veda) ; Kharoshthi legends; (1) Around, 
Mdlzadevasa rana Dharaglwshasa I Odumbarisa='(Coin) of the 
Great Lord, King Dharaghosa I Prince of Audumbara' ; (2) 
across, Visvamitra. 

Rev. Trident 
legend (identical 
Obverse). 

battle-axe ; Tree within railing; Brahmi 
with the Kharoshthi legend (1) on the 

Silve1·. 
Audambara, or the country of the Udumbaras, was situated 

in that region of the Punjab in which the two alphabets of 
Ancient India, Brahmi and Kharoshthi, were used concurrent
ly. The coins are found in the neighbourhood of Pathankot 
in the Gurdaspur District. They show the influence of the 
Greek type of coinage. In fabric and style ~hey somewhat 
resemble the coins of Apollodotus, a prince of the house of 
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Euthydemus, and they are sometimes found in association with 
them. Their date would seem ~o be about 100 B.c. 

THE BESNAGAR COLUMN 

(Plate Ill, and Plate VI) 

This monument is best described in the words of J. H. 
Marshall, the Director General of Archaeology in India. 
l'Ie says (]oumal of the Royal Asiatic Socillty, 1909, p. 1953): 

"When examining the ancien~ site of Besnagar, near Bhi1sa, 
in the extreme south of the Gwalior State my attention was 
drawn to a stone column standing near a large mound, a little 
!tO the north-east of the main site, and separated from i~ by a 
branch of the Be~wa river. This column had been noticed by 
A. Cunningham as far back as 1877, and a description of it 
(though not a wholly accurate one) appeared in his Report for 
that year. The shaft of the column is a monolith, octagonal at 
_the base, sixteen-sided in the middle, and thirty-two-sided 
above, with a garland dividing the upper and middle portions; 
the capital is of the Persepolitan bell-shaped type, with a 
massive abacus surmounting it and the whole is crowned with a 
palm-leaf ornament of strangely unfamiliar design, which l 
strongly suspect did not originally belong to it. In 1877 this 
column was thickly encrusted from top to bot~om, as it still is, 
with vermilion paint smeared on it by pilgrims, who generation 
after generation have come to worship a~ the spot.'' 

The subsequent removal of the paint revealed the inscrip· 
tion, the historical importance of which has been already des· 
cr~bed (p. _71): A specimen of the coinage of the Gra:-co-lndian 
Kmg, Anttalctdas, is shown in Plate II, No. 7. The inscription 
shows that the figure on the top of the column, if original, 
should represent Garuda, who has the form of a bird and is 
supp?se:~ to carry the god Vishnu. There is also a smaller 
insc.npt~on of two lines, apparently in verse. The text and 
translauo~l of the two inscriptions here given are based on 
the readmgs and. u~terpretations proposed by Bloch, Fleet, 
Barnett, and Vems, m various articles which wUl be found 
in the journal of the Royal Asiatic Society for the years 1909 
and 1910. 
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TRANSLITERATION 

A 

(1) Devadevasa Va [sude]vasa &arudadhvaje ayam 
(2) karite i[a] Heliodorena bhaga: 
(3) vatena Diyasa putrena Takh~s~1akena 
(4) Yona-dutena agatena maharapsa 
(5) Amtalikitasa upa[m]~a .sakasam rano 
(6) Kasiput[r]asa Bhagabhadr~sa tratarasa 
(7) vasena [chatu]dasemna raJena vadhamanasa 

n 

(1) Trini amuta-padani-[su] anuthitani 
(2) nayamti svaga dama saga apramada. 

TRANSLATION 

A 

"This Garuda-column of Vasudeva (Vishnu) the god of 
gods, was erected here by Hcliodorus,_ a w?rs~1ipper of Vishnu, 
the son of Dian, and an inhabitant of 1 ax1la, who came as 
Greek ambassador from the Great King Antialcidas to King 
Kasiputra Bhagabhadra, the Saviour, then reigning prosperous
ly in the fourteenth year of his kingship." 

n 

"Three immortal precepts (footsteps) ... when practised 
lead to heaven-self-restraint, charity, conscientiousness." 

THE MATHURA LION-CAPITAL 

(Plate IV, and Plate V n) 

This capital of hard red sandstone must originally have 
surmounted a pillar. It was discovered by the late Pandit 
Bhagvanlal lndraji ;n Muttra, where it was built into the steps 
of an altar devoted to the worship o£ Sitala. or the goddess 
of small-pox. The Pandit was also the first to decipher the 
Kharoshthi inscriptions with which the capital is completely 
covered and to recognize their grea~ ~listorical value (v. p. 75). 
He bequeathed the capital to the Bnt1sh Museum, where it may 
now be seen in the Gallery of Religions. The illustration (plate V) 
represents . the base of the capital where it was jointed to 





PLATE VI. 

A 

B 

BRAHM! INSCRIPTIONS ON THB BBSNAGAR COLUMN 

t See valle 99-100, 
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the pillar. It contains the beginning of the chief inscript!on. 
The transliteration and translation are, with a few shght 
changes in the former, borrowed from the edition of F. W. 
Thomas in the Epigraphia Indica, vol. ix. p. 135. 

TRANSLITERATION 

(1) Mahachhatravasa Rajulasa 
(2) agramahish (r)i-Ayasia-
(3) Komusaa dhitra 
(4) Kharaostasa yuvarana 
(5) matra Nadasi-Akasa ... 

TRANSLATION 

"By the Chief Queen of the Great Satrap Rajula, daughter 
of Ayas.i-Komusa, mother of the Heir Apparent Kharaosta, 
Nandas1-Akasa (by name)" [associated with the other 
members of her family a relic of the Holy Sage, Buddha, was 
deposited in the stupa]. 



APPENDIX E 

OUTLINES OF CHRONOLOGY 

lr mus~ be understood that many of the dates given arc only 
approxi,mate1y correct. 

B.C. 
1200-1000. 
1000-800. 

800-600. 
600. 

660-583. 
600-200. 
599-527. 
563-483. 
558-530. 

543-491. 

522-486. 

491-459. 

400-300. 
400-200. 
343-321. 
336-323. 

331. 

327-325. 
321-184. 
321-297. 

312-280. 

Earliest Vedic hymns. 
Period of the Vedic collections-Rig-veda, Sama-

veda, Ya~ur-veda, and Atharva-vcda. 
Period of the Brahmanas. 
The earliest Upanishads. 
Zoroaster, the founder of the religion of ~he Avesta. 
Period of the Sutras. 
Vardhamana Jnataputra, ~he founder of Jainism. 
Siddhartha Gautama, the founder of Buddhism. 
Cyru!>, king of Persia. 

The conquest of Gandhara took place in his reign. 
Bimbisara, king of Magadha, contemporary with 

Buddha. 
Darius I, king of Persia. 

The expedition oi Scylax and the conquest of 
'India,'= the country of the Indus, took place in 
his reign, c. 510 B.c. 
Ajatasatru, king of Magadha, contemporary with 

Buddha. 
Period of the Mahabharata. 
Period of the Ramayana. 
The Nanda dynasty of Magadha. 
Alexander the Great, king of Macedon. 
The battle of Gaugamela. 

The Persian empire and, in theory, its Indian 
provinces come under the sway of Alexander the 
Great. 
Indian expedition of Alexander the Great. 
The Maurya dynasty of Magadha. 
Chandragupta, king of Magadha, founder of the 

Maurya empire. 
Seleucus Nicator, king of Syria. 

The Seleucid era dates from the beginning of his 
reign. 



B.C. 

305. 
297-269. 
285-258. 
285-247. 

277-239. 

~72. 

269-227. 

261-246. 

256. 

250. 

247-207. 
246. 

230. 

220. 

209. 

200-100. 
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Invasion of the Punjab by Seleucus Nicator. 
Bindusm:a, king of Magad.ha and Maurya emperor. 
Magas, king of Cyrene, contemporary with Asok.a. 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egyp~. contemporary 

with Asoka. 
Antigonus Gona~as, king of Mecedon, contemporary 

w~th Asoka. 
Accession of Alexander, king of Epirus, contem

porary with Asoka. 
Asoka, king of Magadha and Maurya emperor. 

The dates in Asoka's inscription are reckoned from 
his coronation in 264 B.C. 

Antiochus II Theos, king of S)Tia, con~emporary 
with Asoka. 

Conquest of Kalinga by Asoka in the nin~h year 
after his coronation. 

Establishment of the kingdom of Bactria by 
Diodotus, and of ~he kingdom of Parthia by 
Arsaccs. 

Tissa, king of Ceylon, contemporary with Asoka. 
Introduction of Buddhism into Ceylon by Mahendra 

(Mahinda). 
Euthyclcmus, king of Bactria, supplants the house 

of Diodotus. 
Establishmcn~ of the And.hra power (Satavahana 

dynasty). 
Invasion of Bactria and the Kabul Valley by 

Antiochus Ill the Great, king of Syria 
(223-187 n.c.). 

Cr<eco-Indian kings of the house of Euthydemus 
ruling in N.W. India. 

The Indian conquests of the Gneco-Bactrian kings 
began in the reign of Eu~hydemus (c. 200 n.c.). 
They were extended over the Kabul Valley, Gan
dhara, and 'India'= the country of the Indus, by 
Dei?etrius (c. 195 n.c.). This house was deprived 
of Its possessions in Bactria, in ~he Kabul Valley, 
and in Gandhara by Eucratides (c. 175 B.c.) 
Subsequently, ~he chief cenu·e of its power lay in 
the E. Punjab. The chief princes of this house 
after Demetrius were Apollodotus, Menander, and 
the Stratos. 
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B.c. 
184-72. 

175-25. 

171-138. 

150. 
135. 
100. 

58. 

50. 

ANCIENT INDIA 

The Sunga dynasty of Magadha and Malava. 
The first king, Pushyamitra, ruled over Magadha, 

-\vith his son, Agn~mitra, as viceroy of Malava. It 
is possible that the king Bhagabhadra, who had 
political relations with Antialcidas, a Grreco-Indian 
lUng of the house of Eucratides, may have been the 
Sunga viceroy of Malava (p. 71). 
Gra:co-Indian kings of the house of Eucratides 

ruling in N.W. India. 
Eucra~ides wrested the Kabul Valley and Gan

dhara from the house of £uthydemus ; and kings of 
his house held these provinces together with posses
sions in Bactria untU the Saka invasion of Bactria 
(c. 135 B.c.); after which their rule was confined 
t;o territories south of the Hindu Kush. They were 
deprived of Gandhara by the Sakas c. 100 B.c., and 
of the Kabul Valley by the Kushanas c. 25. n.c. The 
immediate successors of Eucratides were Heliocles 
and Antialddas. The last king o[ this house was 
Hermceus. 
Mithradates I., ki,ng of Parthia. 

He invaded Bactria in the reign o[ Eucratides. 
Kharavela, king of Kalinga. 
The Saka invasion of Bactria. 
The Saka i,nvasion of N.W. India. 

The Sakas conquered the Punjab from the 
Grceco-Indian kings of the house of Eu'thydemus 
and Gandhara from the Grreco-Indian kings of the 
house of Eucratides. 
Initial year of the Vikrama era. 

The establishment; of this era marks the defeat 
of the Sakas in Malava by a king who is known as 
Vikramadi, tya. 
A Pahlava dynasty (the family of Vonones) ruling 

in N.W. India. 
The precise relations of the Pahlavas (the family 

of Vonones) to the Sakas (the family of Maues) are 
uncertain; but; there was undoubtedly some con
nexion between them. It is probable that the two 
peoples had been associated for centuries in the 
eastern provinces (Drangiana=Seist;an and .~racho
sia=Kandahar) of the Persian and Parthian empires_ 



B.C. 

25. 

A.D. 

21-50. 

30. 

78. 
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The appearance of the family of Vonones in In~ia 
seems to denote the extension to India of a Pa.r~hlan 
power already established in these eas~ern provmc~sf 
Conquest of the Kabul Valley by ~he Kushana chle 

Kujula Kadphises. 
The evidence of coins seems to indicate that 
Kujula Kadphises was contemporary with th_e 
Roman emperor Augustus (27 n.c.-14 A.D.). J;l1s 
conquest of ~he last remaining Gra:co-Ind1an 
kingdom in the Kabul Valley marks the beginni~g 
of the extension of the Kushana power from Bactna 
~o India. During .the period of his rule in . the 
Kabul Valley, Gandhara, the Punjab, and Sind 
were still held by the Pahlavas and the Sakas. 

Gondopharnes, Pahlva king of N. ,V. India. 
The Pah1ava power culminated and probably 

began to decline under this king. His Takht-i
Bhai inscription shows that he ruled in Gandhara, 
and, if i~ dates are correctly interpreted, that he 
began to reign in 21 A.D. and was still reign~ng. 
in 47 A.D. 

Wima Kadphises, Kushana king. 
The extension of the Kushana power from the 

Kabul Valley to 'India'=the country of the Indus, 
began in his reign. 
Kanishka, Kushana king. 
. The Saka era, so called at a later date because 
I~ was ~tsed for more than ~-ree centuries by the 
Saka kmgs of Surashtra, ongmally satraps of the 
Kushanas, probably marks the establishment o£ th 
Kushana empire under Kanishka. e 
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Important references_ are seprtrated {rom t.lue rest by a semicolon 

ADHIRA, 79 
Acesines = Chandrabhaga 

Chenab=Asikni, q. L". 

Achiravati =Rapti, 80 
Asoka, i.\lauryo. emperor, 

62 
55-58, 

contemporary Hellenic sove-
reigns mentioned in his 
edicts, 11 

sent missionaries to Hellemb 
kingdoms, 57 

erected a pillar to mark 
Buddha's birthlace, 35, 56 

conquest of Kalinga, 61 
extent of his dominions, 11, 57 
religious toltration in his 

reign, 59 
his heir-apparent mentioned in 

his edicts, 58 
his grandson Dasaratha 58 
Girnar inscription, 94 ' 
''· also inscriptions as sources of 

history 
Asrama, 31 
Acts of St Thomas, 76 
Asvaka, 96 
Asvin~ 43 
Adhvaryu, 24 
Agn~ . Lat, ignis, 22 
Agmm1tra, Sunga king Vi_ceroy of 

.1\Ialava, 60, 86 · ' 
A~~chatra, capital of N. Panchala, 

Airya=Aryan 3 
Aitareya Brah~ana 29 78 
Ajatasatru (1) king of' Kasi 33 

. . . (~) king of I.iaga'dha, 85 
A]IVIkas, Jam ascetics 59 
Akbar, l\Iughal empero~, 55 
Alexander the Great, king of 

Macedon : 
invasion of the Punjab 13 47-

51 64 ' ' 
hist~rians, 11, 47-48 67 
continued the Persi~n system of 
f~vermnent by satraps, 50-51, 

no traces of his invasion left 
in Indian literature or in
stitutions, 52, 71 

division of the Macedonia.n 
empire after his death, 54 

Alexander, king of Epirus, 11 

Alexandria-sub-Caucasnm, 47 
alphabets, ancient, their decipher

ment, 9, 10, 44, 67 
v. also Cuneiform, Brahmi, 
Kharoshthi, Greek 

Amara.vati, 88 
Amitrochates=Skt. Arnitraghata, a. 

title of Bindusara, 55 
Anabasis of .d.lexamler, 48, 50 
Anathapindika., 89 
Andhra, people and kingdom, 61-62, 

78-79 
Andhra-bhritya family of Andhra. 

kings, 79 
Anga, 79 
Antialcidas, Graeco-Indian king of 

the house of Eucratides, 71, coin 
of, 100 

Antigonus Gonatas, 
Mecedon, 11 

king of 

Antiochus I Soter, king of Syria,. 
55 

Antiochus II Theos, king of Syria, 
11, 57,· 62, 95· 

Antiochus III the Great, king of 
Syria : 

his invasion of the Kabul 
Valley, 63-64-

Aornos, 48-49 
Aparanta, 79 
Apollodotus, Graeco-Indian king 

of the house of Euthydemus 68 
69, 70, 74, 98 ' ' 

Arachosia=Kandahar, 47, 73, 74,. 
76 

Aranya.kas, 31-32 
ar.h.at, 30 
Aria, 47 
Arrian, 48, 50 
Arsaces, first king of Parthia 62 
Artabanus I, king of Parthia '63 
Artabanus II, king of Parthi~ 72 
Artaxerxes II Mnemon king of 

Persia, 44 ' 
Artha-sastra, 55 
arthavada, 28 
Arya=Aryan, 3 
Aryan group of Indo-European 

family : 
Persians and Indians 15-17 22 
migration iitto India' 14 '!6, 

21 ' ' 
progresS' of civilization;, 16-18: 
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civilization depicted in,
Ri~-veda, 21-24 
Y O.Jur-vcda, 24-26 
Atharva-veda 25 26 

languages, 15-l'l ' 
kings of ,\litanni with Aryan 

names, 43 
non-Brahmanical Aryans, 29 

Aryavarta, 20 
As\k!ni = Uha:ndrabll4ga = A cosines 

=Chenab, 49, 79 
Assakenoi, 96 
Assam=Kamarupa, 81 
Assyria, 42 
astronomy, Hindu and Greek 70 
Atharva-veda, 21, 26, 43 ' 
Athene, figure of, r. coin-t:ypes 
atman, 31, 32 
Audambara, coin of, 98-99 
Augustus, Roman emperor, 65 
Aurora, 22 
Avanti= W. l\lalava, 83, 90 
Aves~, 2, 13, 16 
Ayasi-Komusn, 101 
Ayodhyn, 61, 88 
Azes, Snka. king, 76 

Barugazo. = Broach, 68, 69 88, 
90 

bilingual coins, 9-10, 65-67, 96-99 
Bindusara, l\Iaurya emperor, 55 
Bloch, Dr., 100 
Bolan Pati5, 74 
Bopp, Frana, 1 
Brahman (Brahmana) caste, 24, 31' 

its literature 4, 6 
Brahmanas, 28-31, 40 

language, 6, 29-30 
geography, 30 
religion 30- 31 

Brahmanism, 18, 36 
sacred language of, 7-8, 36-37 

Brahmarshi-desa, 26-27 
Brahmavarta, 27 
Braluni alphabet, 9-10, 94-95 

coin-legends, 95-96, 98 
inscriptions, 94-lCO 

Brahui language, 29 
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, 88 
Brihadratha, ~Iaurya king, 60 
British dominion in India, 14, 18 
Broach= Bl:u·igu-kaccha, q.1:. 
Bucepho.lus, Bucephnla, 50 
Buddha=Siddhartha Gautama= 

Sakynmuni, 11, 35, 36, 88 
relics of, 74, 100 
his birthplace, 35, 56. 80 

Alexander tho Buddhism, 11, 18, 35-37, 56 . 
compared with Brahmamsm, 34, 

BADYLON, Babylonia, 42, 43, 54 
Baby~onian, language, 44, 45, 84 
Bactrul=Balkh, occupied by Per-

sian Aryans, 16 
conquered by 

Great, 47 
Hellenic kingdom 62-64 65 66. 

71 ' ' ' . 
its coins, 63, 66 
transference of Greek rule to 

India, 66 
Parthian invasion 67 
Saka inv:asion, 66: 67, 72 
Y~eh cln occupation, 67, 68 

Baluclustan, v. Gedrosia 

35, 36 
patronised by Asoka, 56 
professed by Saka s~traps, 75 
second council of VaJsah, 85 
languages and literature of, 4, 

7, 36, 39-40, 43, 56 . 
its disappearance from the mam 

continent of India, 36, 58 . 

Barnett, Prof. L. D., 100 
Barugaza = Broach = 

kaccha, q.r. 

its retention in Ceylon and 
Nepal, 57, 58 

Bhrigu- Burgess, Dr James, 94 
Cambyses, king of Persia, 43 

Boas= Hyphasis =Vi pas 
q.v. 

or Vipasa, caste-system, 21, 24, 25, 36 
Caucasus = Hindn Kush - Paro-

Behistun, inscriptions of Darius at, 
44, 45, 84 

Benares=Kasi, 81 
Bongal=V~nga, 86 
Bengal, Asiatic Society of, 3 
Bes~agar. : . column, 99 

mscriptiOns, 71, 72 
Bl7idra or Dhadraka, Snnga king, 

Bhagabhadm, Kasiputra king reign-
ing nt Besnagar, 71 ioo 

Bhagvanlal lndrajit, 'Pandit, 175 
Bharhut stupa, 61 89 
Bhima, king of Vidarbha, 86 
Brigu-kaccha or Bharo-kaccha= 

panisus, q.-r. 
Cenra.l Asia, 14, 17 . 
Ceylon= Lanka or To.mrapa;n1 

early language and literature,. 
7-8 

epic poems, 40 
Buddhism, 57-58 

chakravartin, 51 
C.hanakya, 55 . 
Chandrabhaga= Chenab= Acesmes 

=Asikni, q.?o". 
Chandragupta, 1\Iaurya. emperor, lO

ll, 53-55 
Cha.ndragupta II 

Gupta emperor, 61 
Vikramaditya, · 
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-Chanpanvati=Cha.rnbal, 80 
Chautang = Drishadvati, 26-27 
Chedi, 80 

era, 12 
-Chenab= Chandrabhaga =Acesines 

=Asikni, q. v. 
Chera=Kerala, 82 
·China, connexion with India, 13-14 
Chinese Buddhist scriptures, 36 

Buddhist pilgrims, 85, 90 
historians, 4, 68 

Chinese Turkestan, 10, 14 
Chota, 80, 94 
C lwla-mancl ala= Coromandol, 80 
chronology of Ancient India 8, 11· 

12, 102-5 , 
see also Puranas 

CJ00tu family, of Andhra kings, 78, 

Sitala, 100 
ci~izations, primitive Indian, 16-16, 

early Indo-European, 2-3 
Aryan, 4-6, 14 15-18 1!l 21-24 

24-26 , ' , ' 
Dravidian, 5 14 15-16 
in Western Asia' 42-43 
in Chinese Turk~stan 14 

(.'-l~udius, Roman empero;, 48, 80 
com-J~~ends, language of, 7-8 

b1hngual, 9-10, 66, 67, 96-99 
Brahmi 95, 97, 98 
Kharoshthi, 74, 97, 99 

. Greek, 9-10, 66-67, 14, 96-99 
com-types : Athene, characteristic 

of the house of Euthydemus 68 
69, 97 ' ' 
Zeus enhroncd, chaructcristic 

of the house of Eucratides 97 
caduceus 97-98 ' 
chaitya, 96 
dancing girl Indian 97 
Dioscuri, caps of, 9B 
elephant, head of 97-98 
~apisa, tutelary deity of, 70 
hon, maneless, 96 
steel-yard, 95 
symbols, punch-marked, 96 
tree within railing 99 
tr~dent battle-axe, '98 

. Visvarnitra, 97 

comparative P.hilology of Indo
European languages, 1-3 

conquests, nature of Indian, 51-52 
coronation ceremonies in .Aitareya 

Brahmana, 29 
Crresus, king of Lydia, 46 
Crooke, ~lr W., 18 
Ctesias, 44, 45, 46, 48 
cuneiform alphabet, decipherment 

of, 44 
Cunningham, Sir A., 99 
Curtius (Q. Curtius Rufus), 46 
Cutch, ,.. Kaccha 

Sutlej, 80-81 
Cyrene, 58 
Cyrus, king of Persia, 42, 43, 45 
DASARA'l'HA (1) "'laurya king 56 

(2) father of Rama, BB 
Daimachus, 55-56 
Dakshina-patha= Deccan (dakkltina 

= dal.-sltilla= 'southem'), 16-17, 
80 

'L'. also Southern India 
Damayanti, 86 
Darius I, king of Persia, 45-46, 68 

insciptions, 13, 411, 56, 72, 73 
Darius li, king of Persia, 45 
Darius III Codomannus, king of 

Persia 47 
Dasyu, 21 
Deccan, ·u. Dakshina-patha and 

Southern India. 
Delhi, z·. Indraprastha 
Demetrius Grreco-Indian king of 

the hou~e of Euthydemus, 65-66, 
68, 70 
coins, 74-97 

desiccation in Central Asia, 14 
De wnampiya, 58, 94 . 
Dhanyakataka = DharamkoLta, 

88 
Dharaghosha, king of Audumbara, 

coin of, 97-99 
dhanna=Paii clhamma, 56, 60 
Dharmapala, king ·ruling at Eran, 

coin of, 96 
Dhritarashtra, 68 
dialects, 7-8 
Diodotus, Greek king of Bactria., 

62, 64 
coms as sources of history 4 9 10 

ancient Indian 7-8 95-96 '88 
Grreco-Indian, 9-10, '65, 66: 67, 

68, 6!}, 74, 75, 97-99 
Saka, 73-76 98 
Pahlava, ·72-73 75-77 
Parthian, 67 ' 

Dionysius, 56 
Dipavarnsa, 40 
Drangiana = Seistan (Sijistan), 67, 

72-73, B4 

Roman in S. India, 80 
communities, oligarchical or self

governing, 29_, 40 

Draupadi, B4 
Dravidian civilization 5 14 15-16 

languages, 5, 16 '35' ' 
Drishadvati=Chauta~g, 24, 27 
Drupada., 64 
Dujaka or Dojaka, 96 
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Dyau.s-pitar, 23 
dynastic lists, r. Puranas Ceylon, 

epic poems 
ca.s-.t (.l!:ng. ca.stj, 22-23 
Egypt, 43, 58 
English language, .\lercian dialect 

of, 6 
Eos, 23 
epic poems, Sanskrit, ,. . Maha

bharata ; E;amayana 
their language, 6-7, 38-39 

Epirus, 58 
Eran, coin of, 95 
eras, Indian, 11-12 

v. also Saka era ; Vikrama. 
era ; Takshasila ; 
tion of Patika 

inscrip-

Eucratides, Bactrian and Oneco
Indian king, 64, 65, 66 

house of, 64, 66, 70-71 74, 77 
coins, 72, 75, 98 ' 

Euthydemus, Bactrian and Gro:eco
lndian king, 64, 65, 66 

house of, 63-64, 68, 69, 71 
FLEET, Dr J. F., 100 
GANDHARA, 43-46, 49, 50, 70 74-75 

Buddhist art, 72 ' 
v. also Kapisa ; Takshasila 

Gandhari, 43 
Gandharians described by Herodo-

tus, 46 · 
Ganga= Ganges, 80 
Ganges and Jumua. the country 

of= Hindustan, 16-17, 50 
Garga, 69-70 
Gargi, 33 
Gargi Samhita, 69-70 
Gargya Balaki, 33 
Garuda 99-100 
Gaugamela, 47 
Gautama 30 

v. also Buddha. 

Yavanas 
Greece, Persian expeditions against, 

45-57 
Greek alphabet in India, 9-10, 72. 

74 
Greeks in India, r. Y avauas 
Greek writers on Persia, 44-46, 47 
Greek and Latin writers on India, 

4, 10-11, 13, 48, 50, 51, 53-54, 65. 
Greek influence on India, 71-72 
guild tokens, 96 
Uupta era, 11-12 
yuru, 32 
lwoma, 23 
Harshnvardhana, king of Kanauj. 

90 
era, 12 

Hastinapuru., 81, 88 
Hathigumpha insci"iption 

Kharavela., 62, 79 
of 

Heliodorus Greee ambas!)ador, 
71, 100 

Hellenic kingdoms, e. Bactria ; 
Cyrene ; Egypt ; Epirus ; 
Macedonia ; Parthia ; Syria 

Hermaeus, Graeco-Indian k"ing of 
the house of Eucratidcs, 70, 77 

Herodotus, 44, 45, 46, 72 
Hcsychius of Alexandria, 80 
Himnlaya=Himavnnt, 81 
Hindu Kush=Pta.r(lpanisus. q.c. 
Hindustan=the country ~f the 

Ganges and Jumna, 16-17, 50, 53 
history, sources of ancient· Indian, 
~~ 8~2 . 
,. . also Chinese historians. ; 

Chinese Buddhist, pilgrims ; 
coins, Greek and Latin 
writers on India ; Jiterntmc3, 
Indian ; inscriptions ; seals. 

Hittites, 42 
Hiuen Tsinng, 85, 89 

Gedrosia= N. Baluchistan 14 72 
74, 76 ' ' ' 

Horace, 86 
Hotar, 24 

gene.alogies, v. Puranas 
eptc poems 

Ceylon, 

geogra.~hy, Rig-veda, 21 21 
Y aJur-veda, 24 
Satapatha Brahmana., 30 
Br~hman, Jain, and Buddhist 

. . h_teratures, 41 
Gt!~vraJa=.R:ajagrihn, 58. 83 
Gnnar=Gn·t~tngar, insc1:ibed rock 

at, 94 
Godavari, 81 
Gendopharnes, Pahlnva k" 76_77 
Gonds, 15 ' mg, 
governmen~, dif!'erent forms of, 29 . 
Graeco-Indtan~ ktngs, 1•• Eucratides, 

house of ; ~uthydemus, house of; 

Huna=Hnn, 88 
Hydaspes=Jhelum= Vitasta, q.1·. 
Hydraotes= Iravati= Ravi= Pa-

rushni, q.P. 
Hyphasis=Beas= Vipas or Vipasa, 

q.t·. 
ignis, 22 
Imaug Himaus, or Hemodns= 

Himavant. 80 
'India' = the country of the 

Indus, 13, 16-17 
Province of the Persian · em· 

pirc, 43-47 
reconquered by Alextt.ndc;· 
conquered by Yava.nas (Grreco

the Great, 50-51 
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Bactrian kings), 65-66 
invaded by Sakas, 72-73, 74, 76 
invaded by Pa.hlavas, 72-73 
.conquered by Kushanas, 77 

India, the continent : 
names, 13 
geogt·aphical conformation, 16-17 
primitive inhabitants, 4, 15, 24, 

26 
variety of races and languages, 

14 
the Dravidians probably in

vaders, 15-16 
Aryan invaders, 4-5, 21 
relations with the Farther 

East and with the West in 
e~rly times, 15, 42, 43 

anctent languages and litera-
tures, 3-8 

political divisions of N. India 
in the 6th and 5th centuries 
n.c., 40-41 

'the Maurya empire 53-59 
the Kushana empire: 77 
the Gnpia empire, 83 
the. :Mughal empire, 14, 18, 88 
native principalities 18 
common principles ' of govern

ment, 59-60 
'L'. also alphabets ; languages; 

Sou~hern India ; and the 
variOus headings collected 
und_er 'history, sources of 

. anc1ent Indian' 
'Indtans' d 'b i46 escr1 ed by Herodotus, 

lndo-E!-u:opean peoples, 2 
reh_gion and mythology 22-23 
soc1al divisions 24 ' 
family of lang~ages, 1-3 

I d v. also languages 
n ra, 22, 38, 42 

Indraprastha 14 25 88 
~ndu;> == Sindhu i3 '63 67 77 84 
Inscr1pt· ' ' ' ' ' 

4 9 Ions as sources of history, 
, ' 10, 11 
Persian : Darius 13 43 44 68 

72, 73 ' , ' , 
India~, !anguage of, 7-8 
~oka s mscr. at Girnar, 94-95 

asaratha's inscrr. in the 
Na~arjuni Hills, 58 

Hathigumpha inset". of Khara-
vela, 62, 78 

:Besnagar inscr.. 71, 99-100 
Mathur~ Lion-Capital, 75, 100 
Takshastla inscr of Patika 

74-75 - ' 
Ionia, Greek Colonies in 46 
Iravati == Parushni, q.v. ' 

JAINISM, 12, 34, 35, 37 
contrasted with Brahmanism, 
34, 36 
languages and literature of, 
4, d, 35, 36, 37, ~41 
patronized by snka kings in 

l\lalo.va, 75 
flourished at l\lathura, 90 

J anaka, 30, 33, 88, 90 
Janamejaya, 30 
J axartes = Syr Darya, 68 
Jetavano., 88 
Jhelum=Hydaspes= Vitasta, q.v. 
Jina= Vardhamana Jnataputra, 35 
Jones, Sir William, 1, 3, 10 
Jumna= Yamuna, 86 

v. also Ganges, and Jumna, the 
country of 

Ju-piter, 22 
Justin, 65 
KABUL RlVER=Kubba. 82. 
Kabul Valley, 70-71, 73, 75, 77 
Kaccha=Cutch, 82 
Kasi = Benarcs, 81 
Kadamba, 78, 90 
Kalachuri era, 12 
Kali Age, 4 
Kalidasa, 60, 69, 86, 90 
J{ alikaclwryalmth.a, 75 
Kalinga, 82 

con'luercd by Asoka, 56, 61 
rise of the later kingdom, 62 

Kamarupa=Assam 82 
Kampilya. 84 ' 
Kanar~sc language, its literary de-
- veJopment, 35 

Kandahar=Archosia q.1:. 
Kanchi == Conjeevera~ 90 
Kanishka, Kushana e:Opcror, 10, 75, 

77. 
Kanyakubja=Kanauj 00 
Kapi~a, coins struck ~t, 70 

,., also Saka princes and satraps 
Kapilavastu, 80 
l.·anna, 34 
Kausambi, 86 
Kavcri=Cauvery, 82 
Kerala= Chera, 81 
Keralaputra, 83, 95 
Kharaosta, 100 
Kharavala, kin~ of Kalinga 62, 78 
Kharoshthi alphabet 9-10 ' 

coin-legends, 74 '96-99 
inscriptions, 75' 100 

'King of Kings,' ' title used by 
Persian, Parthian Saka and 
Pahlava kings 73' ' 

kingdoms of N. 'India 40 
kingly titles in India '29 
Kong desa, 82 ' 



lNDEX 111 

Kosala=Oudh, 36, 82, 86 
coins of, 61 

Krishna, 90 
Krishna (l)=Kistna, 78, 82 

(2J=Draupadi, 84 
Krivi=J:>anchala, b3 
Kt·umu=Kurram, 82 
Kshatriya caste, 24 

its literature, 6 
its religion, 38 . 

Kslwyalhiywwll< JlshaytJt.laya -
Shalwn-s!Lah., 73 

Kubha=Knbul Hiver, 82 
Kusanabha, 90 
Kujula 1\:adphiscs, 70, 77 
Kundapura=Basukund, 85 
Kuru, 26, 82 
Kuru-kshetra, 25, 27, 88 
Kushana conquest of Kabul \"alley, 

66, 70. 77 
conquest of Snkas, 70 76 
empire under Kauishka, 77 

Lalita- vis tara, 9 
language, scientific study of 1-3 

preserves the record of early 
civilization 2, 3 

nnturo.l (prakrita), 7-8 
artificial or literary (samshita), 

5-7 
langu~ges, Indo-European fanily, 

1-3 
.Aryan group, 2, 3, 15-17 
Dravidian, 5, 16, 35 

Lanka=Ceylon, 82 

60, 86 
,;,\lagas, king of Cyrene, 11 
Mallabharata, 37 -3Y 
JU altabhasltya, 69 
1\Iahanadi, 82-23 
Maharashtra, 83 
i\lahasena, king of Ceylon, 40 
l\la.ha.vamsa., 40 
Mahuvira= Vardhamana Jnataputra, 

34 
l\iahcndra=l\lahinda, 40, 58 
l\laitrcyi~ 33 
i\lalava (1)=1\lalwa, 76, 83, 86 

(2) =Malaya or Malaya= 
l\la.lli, 83 

illalavil.:agllimitra, 60 69, 86 
l\lauu, Laws of, 2ti, 51 
l\larcus Aurelius, Homan emperor, 

48 
l\larshall, J. 99 
l\laru, 83 
1\Iathava, 30 
l\Iathura=Muttra., 90 

Hindu prinees, 75, 90 
U!lder Greek kings, '10 
Saka satraps, 7b 
uuder Kushanas, 90 
the Lion-Capital, 75, 100 

~lats)·a, 26-27, CJ3-84 
i\laucs=;\loa=l\loga, Saka king, 

74 

Latin writers ·t:. Greek and Latin 
writers on India 

family of, 75-76 
coins, 74, 98 
inscription, 74 

.\iauryJ. empire, 10, 18, 53, 60, 64 
its relations with Hellenic legends, ancient, 29, 38, 40 

Liaka Kusulaka, Saka satrap of 
Taksh!JSiln, coins of, 74, 75, 98 

Licchavi, 85 
literary languages, 5-7 
lite~·atures, Indian, as sources of 

h1story, 3-9 
early chronology of 12 
Vedic, 19-20, 23 ' 
Brahmanas, 24-25 26 
Upanishads, 31-33 
Jain, 36-37 40-41 
Buddhist, 36-37, 39-41 
Sutras, 40-41 
Brahman epics, 37-39 
Puranas, 38-40 
Budd_hist epics, 39-40 
Class1cal Sanskrit, 5-7, 8, 69-70 

local government in India 51 59 
Lumbini-vana, 56, 80 ' ' 
MACEDONIA, 58 
1\Iadhya-desa, 'the 1\Iiddle 

Country', 26 
1\ladhyamika=Nagari 70 
Magadha=S. Bihar, 'a, 40, 50, 53, 

kingdoms, 53-54, 56, 58 
its extent, 56, 62 
go,·cmcd by viceroys, 58 
its decline, 58, 60, 65 

Max ;\luller, Prof. F., 16 
1\legasthencs, 48 
.lllcnander _ i\Iilinda, Garreco· 

Indian king of the house of 
Euthydemus, 68-70 

coin, 97 
l\Iercian dialect of English, 6 
.\1iddlc Country = illadhya-dcsa, 

q.v. 
Migration of peoples, 14 
1\lihirakula, Hunga king, 88 
l\lilinda= l\Ienander, q. v. 
Milindu Panha, 68-69 
Mitanni, kings of, 42 
Mithiln, 86, 00 
1\Iithradates I, king of Parthia, 63, 

66, 67, 73, 75 
Mithradates II the Great, king of 

Part·hia, 72-73 
i\Iitra, 42 
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Persia, connexion with India, 13-14,... l\loabite stone, 10 
Moga=~loa.=Ma.ues, q.L 
Mongolian races and languages, 14 
Mudra-rakshusa, 52, 55 

15, 43, 57, 74 . . 42 
Persian (Achmmemd) emptrc, 

nomes or fiscal umts, 44, 46 
dominions in India, 43-47, 65-66 
expeditions against Gr.eece, 45-47 Mughal empire, 14, 18, 88 

Mura, 53 
J.\Iuttra=~lathura, q.v. Persian inlluence on Indta., 14• 44• 
NADlli ~HAn of Persia, 111 
N aksh-i·hustam, iuscri ptions 

Darius at, 44, 45 
Nala, 84 

75, 99 . t 22 23 
of Persian religion, a.nt~ten , of - Indo

philology, compa.ra tve, 
European language, 1-3 

N anda. dynasty, 53 
Nandasi-Akasa., 100 
N audi-7;ada, 96 
Narmada= N o.rbada, 84 
Nea.rchus, 50 
Ncgama, 96 
Nicaea., 50 
N irul~tu, 6, 20 
Nishadha., 84 . 
names of fiscal units of the Perstan 

empire, 44, 46 . 
North-western region ot Indta, 16-

17, 62-63 
OLD Persian language, 44, 45 
Orosius, 67 
11ada-putlw, 20 
Pahlava. (Parthian) Jnvaders of 

India, 72, 73, 74, 76, 77 
Pa.li language, 7-8 , 

Buddhist-literature, 36, 40, 66 
Pallava, 84 
Pa.ncha.la.=Krivi. 25, 27, 70, 84 
Panchala, N., 84 

coins, 61 
Pancha.la, S., 84 
Pand~, 38, 88 
Pandya, 83-85, 95 
Pa.nini, 70 
Pantaleon, Bactrian and Grreco

lndian king of the house of 
Euthydemus, coin of 96 

Paropanisadae = l'arup~raesanna, 
45, 47, 85 

Pa.ropanisus or Paropamisus= Hindu 
ICush, 45, 48, 74, 85 

Pa.rthia, ~eile_nic kingdom, 62-63, 75 
Saka. mvaswn, 68, 72 
Pahlavas and Sakas hold the 

eastern provinces, 72-73 
Parushni =I ravati = Hydraotcs= 

Ra.vi, 50, 85 
Pataliputra= Pdna, 54. 55, 90 
Patanja.li, 70 
Patika, f:laka satrap ot T<!bhasila, 

73-74 
Pam·ava =Porus. Indian king, 49, 

51 
['erizllus maris JiJrythrrei, 68 
Persepelis, inscriptions of Darius at, 

44, 45 

Photius, 45 . 
Phra.atcs 11, l~iug of Partlua, 72 
1Jijl{JUli=1Jepcra=pC1lZJCT, 8Q 
Pliny, 78 . . 
portraits on llactrtan coms, 64 
l'orus = Paurava., lndiau king, 49,. 

51 
Prachyah = P1·asioi, q. v. 
11rwjcctus, 24 
Prakrit, 7-8 

coin,-legends, 9-10, 66-67, 74 
Prasioi=l'rachyah, the 'Eo.stilrns• 

=the peoples of the countr;Y of 
the Ganges and Jumna. (Hmdu
stan), 50, 53 . 

Pratishthana= Pa1than, 89-90 
Primitive inhabitants of India, 4, 

15, 24, 26 . . . . 
religiou9 behefs and soc1al mstl
tutions, 18, 26 

prose literature, development of, 28. 
early, 30 

Ptolemy Pliiladelphns, king of. 
Egypt, 11, 56 

Punjab, v. 'India'= the country of. 
Indus 

Puranas, 37, 38-40 
Maurya dynasty, 59 
Sunga. dynasty, 60 
Andhra kings (Satavahana dynas
ty), 62, 78 

chronology and dynastic lists, 4, 
8-9, 39-40, 60 

puroh ita, 24 
Puru, 49 

v. also Pa.urava 
Pushyamitra, 60, 69, 86 
RAJAGRIHA=Girivra.ya, 58, 83 
li;ajula or Raj uvula= anj bula., Saka 

Great Satrap' 
coins, 74, 75 
inscr; on l\1athura Lion-Capital, 

75, 100 
Rama, hero of the Ramayana, 37-38 
Ramay<J.na, 6, 30, 37-38 
Ranjubula= Rajula, q.1:. 
Ravi=Iravati=Hydraotes= 

Parushni, q.v. 
Rawlinson, Sir Henry, 44 
religion of knowledge, 31-33, 34 



INDEX 113 

religion of works, 30-32, 34 
religions : 

v. :primitive inhabitants of 
Ind1a.; 

Persian religion, ancient; 
Rig-veda; Yajur-veda.; Athan·a.

veda.; Brahman as; Upanishada.; 
Brahmanism; 

Jainism; 
Buddhism 

religious toleration in India., 59-60 
Rig-veda, 2, 16, 19-20 

geography, 20, 21, 43 
language, 6, 20 
rel~gion, 22-23 
deities worshipped by kings of 

Mitanni, 42 
hymns and metres, 23 
social and political conditions, 

21-22, 23-24 
rivers, Indian, change of courses, 

26, 50, 80 
mentioned in Rig-veda, 20 

Rohini, 80 
Rome, trade with S. India, 80 

coin:; found in S. India., 80 · 
Rudradrunan, Great Satrap of 

Surashtra and l\lalava, 94 
SACRIFicr., traces of human, 29 

in Rig-veda_, 22-23 
in Yajur-veda, 24-25 

Sadantra, 30, 86 
SAKAS (Scythians) 70, 72-76, 77 

invasion of Bactria, 63, 64, 67 
Saka era, 12, 76, 77 
Sa.ka princes and satraps : 

Kapisa and Takshasila (Gan
dhara.), 71, 74, 75 

Mathura, 69, 73-75, 90 
Sura.shtra, 77 

Sakala= Sialkot, 69 88 
Sakasthana=Seista~ 13 72, 73, 74, 

76 ' ' 
Sakya, 35, 80 
Sakyamuni, ·r:. Buddha 
sarnftitu-path a, 20 
Sandrokottos _ Chandragupta, 

l\Iaurya emperor, q. r. 
Sandro_phugos = Chandrabhaga, 80 
Sanskrit; the 'discoverv' of, 1, 3 

varieties of the language, 6, 7 
the sacred language of Brahman

ism, 8, 26 
used also by Jains and Bud-

dhists, 8 
Vedic, 6, 20 
Brahmana, 6, 29 30 
epic, 6-7, 33-4 ' 
classical, 5-7, 7-8 69-70 
Buddhist in Nepal 56 

Sataltarni, 78, 90 ' 

Satapatha Brahm11na, 30 
Satavahana, 78 
Saketa1 70, 88 
Sa.matata, 85 
Sama-veda, 24 
Sarasvati = Sarsuti, 24, 27 
Satiyaputra., 95 
satraps, government by, 74 

appointed by Alexander, 50-51 
Saubhuti= Sophytes, coins of, 95-97 
Sayans., 20 
Scyla.x, 48, 50 
Scythian races and languages, 14 
Scythians, ·r. Sakas 
seals, as sources of history, 4, 10 
Seistan'-'= Sakasthana, 72-73, 74, 76 
Seleucus Nicator, king of Syria, in-

vasion of the Punjab, 10, 52, 54, 
63,64 

Shahan-s!ta, 73 
Shakespeare, 86 
Sialkot= Sakala, 69, 88 
Siddhartha Gautama=Buddha, q.r. 
Sijistan=Sqistan, q.v. 
Sind= 'India', the country of the 

Indus, q.v. 
S!ndhu=l~dus, 13, 63, 67, 77, 85 
S1ta, ·herome of the Ramayana 38 

86,90 ' 
Skandagupta, Gupta emper()r, 94 
Skeat, Prof., 6 
Smith, Mr. V. A., 55 
smriti, 32 
Sogdiana= Bukhara, conquered by 

Alexander, 48 
invaded by Yueh-chi, 67-63 

soma, 22-23 
Sophytes = Saubhati, coins of 95-97' 
Southern India, 16-17 - ' 

history of,~ 4-5 
Tamil kingdoms mentioned in 

Asoka's inscriptions 57 95 
D_r~vidian languages, 's, 16, 35 

Spalmses, Pahlava king 76 -
Sravasti, 88, 90 ' 
sruti, 32 
Stein, Sir Aurel 14 
Strabo, 56, 65~ 68-69 
Strn:to I . Sotei·, reigning conjointly 
, Wlth his grandson. -

Strata II Philopator Grreco-Indian 
kings of the ho;se of Enthy
demus, coins of, 68-69 74 75 

.ttupa=tope, 61, 100 8B-89 ' 
Sublzagascna = Sopha;asenus 64 
Sudas, 168 o ' 

Sunga dynasty, 60-62 
Surasena, 80, 90 
Surparalm == Sopara 80 90 
sramana, 30 ' ' 
Sudra caste, 24 



114 ANCIENT INDIA 

Sunabsepa, 29 Venis, Prof., 100 
Sumerian civilization, 42 
Surashtra, 84-85 

Saka kings of, 77 
Susian language, .44, 45 
Sutras, 28, 40-41 
Sutuidri=ZadaClrus or Zaradus= 
Sutleg, 80-lll 
Suvarnagiri, 58 
Suvastu =Swat, 85 
swaraj, 29 
Syria, 8elcucid king~om of, 54, 63 

revolts of Bactena at•d Parthia, 
62-63 

relations with tho Maury a 
empire, 53-55, 58 

TAKSHASILA=Ta.xila. 49 90 
Alexander the Great' 49 50 
qr:.l)co-India.n kings, '70,' 100 
Mka. satrap~, 70, 73-75, 98 
c~rpcrpla.te tnscription of Patika, 

Ta~il kingdoms in Asoka's inscrip· 
t10ns, 57, 95 

language, literary development 
of, 35 

Tamraparni (1) T b . 
Ceylon, 57, 85 = am apa.nm= 

(2) = Tambra.parni 85 
Tan?ya Brahmana 2g 
Tapl_= T~pti, 85 ' 
Taxlia.= l'akshasila 
Thomas Dr F W q.v. 
T~1omas', St.·, 76 ·' 100 
T1betan Buddh" t . 
Ti.ssa, king of 1(:6 jcnptures, 36 
Ttw : Tiwcs-d Y on, 58 
to - t ag ==Tuesday 23 pe_s Wpa, 61, 88-89 ' 
Toramana Runa k" ' 100 
Traikutak~ era 12 tng, 89 
Tragus, 12 ' 
0DGATAll.1 24 
U ~-u~b~ra., 97 ·98 
UJJa;pm =. Ujjain 
upanuhad, 28 ' 75, 90 
Upanishads, 31 33 
Ushasa, 22 ' • 38, 40, 43 
VARBALI, 85 
Vaisya caste 24 
Vaijayanti:/Banav . 
Valmiki, 38 11~11 • 90 
vamsanucharita, 39 
V anga::=: Bengal 86 

Visvamitra, figure of, ,-. coin-types 
Vidarbha, 96 
Vidcha= Vider;ha, 30, 36, 85-87 
'!:ideo, 19 
cidhi, 28 
Vidisa= Bhilsa, 61, 83 
Vikrama era, 12 
Vikramaditya (1) =<L king of Ujjain, 

75 
(2) = Chandragnpt<L 11, Gupta 

emperor, 61 
village conununities, 59 
Vindhya, 26, 86 
Vipas or Vipasa=Ryphasis=Beas, 

50, 69, 87 
Virgil, 87 
Vishnu, 71, 75, 76 
Vitasta=liyduspes=Jhclwn, 

67, 86 
49, 

Vonones, Pahl:J.va king, family of, 
73, )5-76 

vratyu·stoma, 29 
Vriji, 85 
Western Asia, early ..:ivilizations 

of, 42-43 
cannexion with India, 42-43 

Wima Kadphiscs, Kushana king, 77 
wit-an (cf. Eng. wit, wisdom, etc.), 

19 
XERXES I, king of Persia, expedi· 

tion against Greece, 45-46 
YAJNAVALKYA, 33 
Yajw·-veda, 24, 28 

geography, 24 
religious and social conditions, 

24-26 
Yaska, 6, 20. . 
}'auna 'Iomans'=Yal'ana, l'o·uu, 46 
Yavanas, Yonas =.Bactrian and 

Indian Greeks : 
mentioned in inscription of 

Darius, 46 
in Indian ·literature and inscrip· 

tions, 46 
two chief royal houses in Bac

tria and India, 66 
transference of rule from Bactria 

Sunga. dynasty, 

Sakas and Kushan. 
Vardhamana Jn t 

Mahavira, 12 34a aputra::Jina= 
24 ' , 85 ,earn a, 

to India, 66 
conflict with 

60, 69-70 
conquered by 

aa, 77 
influence in lndi!V, 71-72 
absorbed in the Indian social 

system, 71-72 Varuna, 29, 42 
vasumitra, 60, 69 
Vatasvaka, 96 
vatsa, 85 
veda, 19 
Vedanta, 33 

Yueh-chi, 67-68, 72 
ZAD,umus, Zaradrus=Sutudri:: 

Sutlej, 81 
zem pater, 23 
Zoroaster, 16, 22-23 
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1. A.maravati 
2. Ayodhya 
3. Bhrigu-kaccha 
4. Sakata 

00 •• ' 

THE PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES 

OF ANCIENT INDIA 

English lliles 
;0 100 -~0 JJo 
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LIST OF CITIES INDICATED BY NUMERALS 

5. Sravasti 9. Mathura 
6. Indraprastba 10. Mitbila 
7. Kanchi 11. Pataliputra 
8. Kanyakubja 12. Pratishthana 

... 

[ Sec page 88.90. 

13. Prayaga 
14. Taksbacila 
lb. Ujjayini 
16. Yaijayanti 
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