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PREFACE

IN the following pages I have wied to write the story of Ancient
India in a manner which shall be intelligible to all who take
an interest in Modern India. My object has been to draw as
clearly as possible the outines of the -history of the nations
of India, so far as it has yet been recovered from the ancient
literatures and monuments, and o sketch the salient {fcatures
of the chief religious and social systems which flourished during
the period between the date oi the Rig-veda (about 1200 B.C.)
and the first century A.p.

For the benefit of those who wish to continue the study
I have added at the end of the book some notes on the ancient
geography and a short bibliography of standard works.

In the transliteration of Sanskrit names I have tollowed a
system which, while giving a strictly accurate representation
of sounds, will, I trust, not puzzle readers who are not oriental
scholars. If the vowcls are pronounced as in Italian, with due
attention to long and short (¢ and o being invariably long),
the rcsult will be sufhiciently satisfactory for all practical
purposcs. Modern place-names arc spelt as in the Imperial
Gazeiteer of India (new cdition).

I am indcbted to my friend, Dr. F. W. Thomas, the
Librarian of the India Office, for his kindness in obtaining for
me permission to reproduce the illustrations, which are taken
from negatives in the possession of the India Office.

To my wife, 1o Miss Mary Fyson, and to the Rev. C.
Joppen, S.J., I owe my best thanks for much valuable assistance
in reading proofs and in compiling the index.

1914. E. J. RAPSON
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ERRATA ET CORRIGENDA
‘Through an incomnprehensible printer’s crror 558530
has been printed as 558-550 2. $. on page 43, line 21.
‘The following corrections should be noted :
- 5, line 6 put a comma after spread.
- 12, line 2 for contnue read continue.
- 25, line 22 for is read in. )
- 25, line 32 for Tht read The
+ 29, line 34 for easly read easily.
+ 34, line 34 for royel read royal
- 39, line 18 for wilffy read wilfully,
PP. 4347, line 1 for prrsian read PERSIANS,
P. 44, line 38 for extent read extant.
- 45, line 19 for ‘Indian’ rcad ‘Indians.
- 56, line 13 for sources read source.
- 83, line 22 for Bacleria read Baclria.
- 79, line 23 for in read of.
80, line 41 for aor read or.
83, line 39 for Malva read Malava.
90, line 10 for Megasthaanes read Megasthenes.

- 90, line 29 for gnd read of.
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EDWARD JAMES RAPSON

1861—1937

EDWARD JAMES RAPSON was born on the 12th of May 1861
in Leicester, His father, Edward Rapson, moved a few years later
from Leicester to Ledbury, where he opened a school ; he then took I:Ioly
Orders, becoming in 1878 a deacon and in 1879 receiving ordination from
the Bishop of Worcester, and after holding a curacy until 1880 at Bishop
Ryder’s Church in Birmingham and another from 1880 until 1888 in
Pennherd, Somerest, was appointed in the latter year Vicar of West
Bradley, likewise in Somerest. The younger Kdward received most.oi
his youthful training in Hereford Cathedral School, and distinguished him-
self there. His early years were thus passed in an atmosphere of carnest
and cultured religion that left a lifelong impression upon his character,
which was marked by a noble reverence for sacred things no less than

by a thoroughly English manliness of outlook. His school likewise trained

him in music, and he became an accomplished singer and executant, retain-
ing his interest in the art until the end of his life.

Every college in our ancient universities which is worthy of the name
has a character of its own, a genius loci ; and so by virtue of a natural

affinity young Rapson went up from Hereford to St. John's College,
Cambridge.

o entered into residence on the 4th of October 1879 as a
pensioner, holding a Duchess of Somerset’s Exhibition from Hereford
School ; he was admitted in June 1880 to a sizarship, which he held for
two years, and then in 1883 was promoted to a Classical Foundation
Scholarship, which continued until 1887. In 1883 he gained a First Class
in the Classical Tripos. Cambridge tradition rightly considers a sound
classical training to be the best propaedentic for Oriental studies ; and
thus it was natural for him now to turn his energies towards Eastern
studies. He read for the Indian Languages "Iripos, under the guidance
of that great maestro di color che sanno, Edward Cowell, and in 1885
passed it with the same distinction as he had won in classics, taking as
his subjects Sanskrit and Comparative Philology. Some minor successes
fell to his lot during this period, for in 1884 the Brotherton Prize for
Sanskrit was awarded to him, and in 1885 he was elected to the Hutchinson
Studentship ; and in 1886 an essay on The Struggle bctween England and
France for Supremacy in India gained for him the Le Bas Prize, the
earliest laurcls gathered by him in the service of Clio. His academic
honours duly culminated in a Fellowship in his college, to which he was
elected on the 8th of November 1887, holding it until 1893.

A short term of service as Assistant Librarian to the Indian Institute
in Oxford, under Professor Sir Monier Monier-Williams, was the prelude
to the first of the two long periods of office in which the rest of his life
was spent. On the 21st of December 1887 he entered the service of the
Trustees of the British Museam as an Assistant in the Department of
Coins and Medals, It was a post for which nature had perfectly fitted
him. umismatics is an exact science which demands strictest accuracy,
most patient observation, and many-sided learning ; and it rewards its
faithful votaries by guiding them to important historical discoveries. The
study of the Indian coins in the British Museum’s rich collections, which
henceforth was Rapson’s special province, is peculiarly complicated because
of the vast variety of the scripts in which their legends are stamped. The

X



i i dia (excluding the still undeciphered writing on the
?:lt};'fs sf(;l;llr)ltsth:f {ghisto(l'ic cities in the Indus Valley) ave all (!escendm}
from two types, both of them adapted from Semitic alphabets : one of
these is the Brakmi, which first appears in_the Mauryan inscriptions
of the third century B.C., and the other is the Kharosthi, which may have
been introduced somewhat later. The Kharosthi was restricted to the
North, and despite local variations it proved sterile, for it has had no
descendants ; the Brahmi, on the other hand, was amazingly prolific, its
manifold offshoots having spread over the whole of India and many adjoin-
ing lands in infinite multiplicity of forms varying from kmgdor'n to ku‘lgdom
and from century to century. For such a study Rapson was supremely
well qualified by an intellect of mathematical precision, an indomitable
indus&'y and a scholarship moulded by the best classical discipline and
constantiy enlarging its scope by mnew reading. He was, moreover, for-
tunate in the colleagues whom he found in the Department when he
entered it—Reginald Stuart Poole, the Keeper, Barcllz:tly Head, the Assis-
tant Keeper, and the two First Class Assistants, H. A. Grueber and
Warwick Wroth, joined in 1893 by George (now Sir George) Hill—sound
scholars all, who faithfully nourished the fine tradition of Jearning which
had descended to them. In these happy surroundings Rapson throve ,apace.
He soon began to make his mark b{? his writings, chiefly in the Numismatic
Chronicle and the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. In the latter he
published between 1890 and 1805 seventeen essays on numismatics and
kindred subjects, including a remarkably illuminative series of six papers
on /ndian Coins and Seals, which appeared in 1900—5.. Tn less_than ten
years he had come to be recognized as the first authority on his subject
in Europe, and George Buhler entrusted to him the task of dealing with
it in the great Grundriss der indo-arischen Dlilologie which he was then
beginning to edit. Rapson accordingly wrote his Indian ('oins, which
,appearedo in the Grundriss (Band II, Heft 3 B) in 1898. _It' is a small
book, comprising only 38 pages of text and 5 of plates ; but it is a master-

iece of its kind, surveying the whole known field with perfect order-
iness, lucidity, and precision, and establishing a cosmos of knowledge in
a field where hitherto there had been comparatively little certainty and
less synthesis.

While thus perfecting his mastery of Indian numismatics, palaeography,
and history, he continued to enlarge his Sanskrit reading, and gained
considerable experience in private teaching. When after the death of
Cowell in 1903 Cecil Bendall was clected to succeed him in the Chair
of Sanskrit at Cambridge, Rapson was naturally and ﬁttinglly appointed to
the Chair in University College, London, which hitherto had been held
by Bendall. Meanwhile, he had embarked upon a study which was destined
to carry him far in the domain of original research. On the 29th of
May 1900 Sir Aurel Stein (then Dr. Marc Aurel Stein) had set out on
the first of his epoch-making journeys through Chinese Turkestan, which
disclosed the beauty of the art and the vigour of the literary culture that
bad flourished in those lands in early centuries. In January 1901 he hag
discovered buried in the desert at Niya a large number of official docu-
ments written on wood and leather in the Kharosthi script, and hence
assignable to the first century of our era or thereabouts ; and this collec-
tion was increased by later finds elsewhere. To Rapson was entrusted
the task of studying and editing them. It was no light labour. The
documents, mostly coming from Government archives, are couched in a
rnde and curious Northern Prakrit dialect, a forlorn niece of Sanskrit
with some inter-mixture of the native speech of Turkestan, and the
Kharosthi characters in which they are written show some puzzling varia-
tions from the types of the script hitherto known., Rapson, however, set
to work with his usual quiet energy, and in 1905 presented to the world

( x)



the first-fruits of his studies in a penetrating article On the Alphabet of
the Kharosthi Documents which was published in the first volume of the.
Actes of the Fourteenth International Congress of Orientalists. Thus he
laid sure foundations for a future work of massive scholarship, of which
the first instalment was not published until fiftcen years later.

Of the leisure that was left to him after official duties and private
study during these years in London a considerable part was devoted to
music. Nature and his early schooling in Hereford had made him _an
accomplished musician: he had an excellent and well-trained tenor voice,
which was often heard in amateur choirs, and he was a skilful organist
and pisnist. While living in London he served as organist in two churches,
and was very active and successful in choir-training. In his musical tastes,
though he was no bigoted conservative, he was mnot catholic (perhaps no
true musician is): he heartily disliked the cult of blatant ugliness and
perverted ingenuity which is rampant in the so-called music of modernism.
One who knew him very intimately in private life has written to me that
“the restlessness of every modern music worried and annoyed him, and
he much lamented the passing of the true pure voice and the present
almost universal vibrato singing”. It was natural that the first place in
his_affections should be held by Handel, whose classic purity and robust
lucidity appealed most strongly to Rapson’s typically English temper, and
that after Handel he should have loved best Bach and Beethoven, two-
masters whose very different characters complement one another. Perhaps,
too, it was the influence of Hereford days that moved him to take an
intercst in architecture, especially in that of the cathedrals of England
and the Continent, many of which he studied with care.

In 1802 he married Ellen Daisy Allen, daughter of William Allen, of
‘The House', in West Bradley. It was a singularly happy union, for she
was a woman of fine culture and grace of spirit ; and although unfortunate-
ly she passed many years of her married life, ending with her death on
the 26th of March 1921, under the shadow of bodily infirmity, she was
throughout warmly interested in his studies in which she rendered him
much help, besides presiding over the household with all the charm of the
perfect hostess, as his Cambridge friends and pupils have attested.

In 1806, after long sickness, Bendall dicd, and the Chair of Sanskrit
in Cambridge became vacant. Rapson was eclected to succeed him, and
held the post until his retirement last year. As a professor Kapson was
successful not less than as a scholar. Our ancient universities, the treasure-
houses of the garnered experiences of the ages, draw much of their vitality
from alternate systole and diastole: the Alma Mater takes the young
alumni to her breast, trains them in her wise old traditions, sends forth
the most of them into the world, and then takes back a chosen few, to
bring into the channels of academic thought twholesome currents from
the life without. Such a one was Rapson. Vigorously manly, practically
wise, untiring in good works, genially sympathetic, equally truthful and
tactful, he soon became through his fides et ingeni benigna vena one of
the best-loved and most honoured personalities in Cambridge life. In
academic administration and deliberation he was admirably successful. As
8 teacher he restored the high tradition of his master Cowell. His Chair
was 1ot one that conld attract a large number of disciples ; but among
those who came to him were some men of the best quality, and to every
one who sought instruction from him he devoted the most scrupulous care.
He took pgreat pleasure in teaching, and, like the Buddha, would vary
his methods according to the capacity and inclination of his students.

( xi)



1 3 i i work on an
Thus happly established in Cambridge, he iigl?]lje‘:gio:s :.'hich had
important section of the British Museum's ;:omo ot doguc of the Coing
been engaging his attention for many years, the la quikutaka Dynasty
of the Andhra Dynasty, the Western Kaaffapas,b“‘ih TT s inJ1908
and the ‘Bodhi’ Dynasty. This was ‘published by 62681'115a ot) and 21
The volume comprises, besides the ‘Catalogue’ proper ( %’Et ate. that
plates, an introduction of 208 pages. 1t is somewh.at{hunﬁc;xieulzf oty
o iitications of the Brit;i;h l\t[zziu?;ngh;glsgib?;a;lso eto some superior
logue’, which to the man in the str | - =19
migndsi Sllllggests mechanical workmanship. Really thes'e ‘gz:‘tkaloigu%sn . a(l)(fa
highly scientific descriptions and studies, and Rapign: ore dyhas.
the finest of the kind. The ‘Andhras’ and V'Vestcrn‘ Satrapas f“etllf y o
ties of exceeding importance, and Rapson's c]a551ﬁcat10nT]o : e i;:}c;‘
issued by them and the other families was epoch-making. The ongf n ro-
duction, "in which he constructed from his rescarches the history o' 1else
dynasties, became at once a classic. As far as I am aware, t;hcre are only
two small points in the work that are open to cl'ttl(‘flsm. ':'lhe first is in
the title: as Rapson himself well knew, ‘Andhra’ is a misleading nam?
given in the Puranas to Satavahana dynasty owing to their conquest c.).
the ‘Andhra’ land, the modern Telingana, at a rather latc. date in their
history, and hence applying with about as much fitness as if one were to
style the Plantagenets ‘Cambrians’ because of the conquest of Wales by
Edward T. The second concerns the reproductions of the 'Brallml and
Kharosthi legends on the coins : these were made from Rapson’s eye-copies,
and in his eye-copies he seldom attained perfect objectivity, for as a rule
they unconsciously reveal something of the duwctus of his handwriting.
Sed haen minuta sunt,

After six mope , iet teaching and study he published his
Ancient Indiq from ts;:ecmz'arolfiea(}ufe’imcs to Ig}tc First C(mgury A.D. (Cam-
bridge, 1914), a2 book of modest size and scope, but eminently sound and
useful ; for itg 198 duodecimo pages, with the excellent plates accompanying
them, accurately ang lucidly summarize all the essential features of Indian
history ang culture that were known with certainty at the time of writing.
Though addressed tq non-specialists, it has a permanent value as a work
of scholarship, Then the Great War burst upon us. Like many other
great-hearteq gentlemen in like estate, Rapson resolved to take his share

national defence. In earlier years he had served in the

Training Corps, and now he joined the platoon of O.T.(. veterans
formed in Campy; »_Where he became a highly efficient and energetic
drill-sergeant, In 1915 he took a commission and went to TFalmouth,
. inStl‘ucted b then after some time returned to
Ca"lbl‘gdge, where heiseizfga:tqiilaqgw at the Head-quarters of the 2nd
Cambndge§hire Regiment as Assistant Adjutant. The War over, he re-
sumed pacific functions wigh renewed energy, and soon had the pleasure
of ﬁmshmg the first Part of a great work which had occupied a considerable
part of his time during twenty years. In 1920 was published by the
Clarendon Press the first volume of Kharosthi Inscriptions  Discovered
by Sir M. 4, Stein in Chinege Turkestan, edited by him in collaboration
with the Abbe A AL Boyer and M. E. Senart. Volume ii, with the same
editors, did not appear until 1927, and it was followed in 1929 by volume
iii, edxteq by Rapson and his pupil Professor P. Noble. In these pages
are transliterated i), scholarly care and skill 764 manuscripts unearthed
in Sinkiang, mostly from the “archives of administrators of that lang in
far-off ages, together with plates, appendices treating of the historical
data derived from them, and an index of the vocabulary of thejp ‘uncouth
jargon, which had arisen out of the Northern Indian dialect imported
into the Government offices of these regions, apparently by tpe Kusana

( xii )



Lmperors, and there mixed with local speech. These documents Iurmsi
the hitherto almost blank annals of the country with the names of six
previously unknown kings Avijita Simha of Khotan and Pepiya, Tajaka,
Amgoka, Mahiri, and Vasmana of Kroraimna (Shan-shan), whose titles
are obviously modelled on those of the great Isusanas who preceded them
there. But the material edited by Rapson and his collaborators is not
limited to official documents: it embraces also manuscripts of literary
nature, for in the collection are included several religious and moral
poems. Most of these are couched in a vuigar and highly incorrect form
of Sanskrit similar to the ‘Gatha dialect’ familiar in Northern Buddhist
literature, and ono of these is closely parallel to a passage I the Pali
Dhammapada ; but another manuscript contains a poem in more or Tess
normal though not strictly correct Sanskrit. Thus a new field was opened
in Indian dialectology ; valuable material was furnished for the study of
the local speech of Eastern Turkestan, its social conditions, its culture,

and its history ; and a new page was added to the record of the diffu-
sion of Buddhist literature.

The execution of his last and most spacious literary undertaking, the
task of editing and in part writing a Cambridge History of India, had
been interrupted by the Great War. The first volume, comprising 26
chapters by divers authors, was practically ready for printing in 1913,
and the Cambridge University Press had set up more than half of it
when the War broke out and called a halt to the work. After peace had
come back, Rapson resumed his labours, finished and revised the chapters,
and at last in 1922 had the satisfaction of seeing the book published. It
covers the early period down to the Saka and Parthian invasions ; and
Rapson himself contributed to it five admirable chapters, the second, on
the peoples and languages of India and the sources of Indian history,
the thirteenth, on the Puranas, the twenty-first, on the native
states of Tndia after the Mauryan empire, the twenty-second, on the
successors of Alexander the Great in India, and the twenty-third, on
the invasions of the Scythians and Parthians. The production of this.
fine volume gave full scope to his talents, which combined solid erudition
with minute accuracy in details and sternly critical judgement, enab-
ling him not only to write his own chapters but also to weld together
the contributions of others with them, as far as was possible, in a har-
monious whole. He spared himself no pains in his cditorial duties,
verifying all references, checking all statements in the light of subse-
quent discoveries, and labouring to reduce to consistency the sometimes.
discrepant outlook of different collaborators. His energy carried him
successfully through the first volume ; but the difficulties of the second
proved insuperable to him, and at length after prolonged struggles he
surrendered the task of editing it in June 1937 to Sir Richard Burn,
who now has it in hand. A certain measure of ill luck has dogged the
course of the enterprise from the beginning and laid various lapides
offensionis in its path. Tirst came the War, which delayed it for eight
Years. Then came the disconcert-ing fact that soon after the publication
of this first volume the archwologists of the Indian Government un-
earthed at Mohenjo-davo and Harappa the cvidences of the marvellous
prehistoric civilization of the Indus Valley, a brilliant culture that had
(lit_zuched its acme before the middle of the third millenium E.C., so that its
“'sc“ery to a great extent threw out of focus all our previous views of

]Ie early history of India. Tinally Sir Wolseley Haig, who had under-
tn.clqn the editorship of the third and fourth volumes, was compelled by
failing health to surrender his task after the publication of volume iii in
1928, and it was not until the present year (1937) that volume iv, com-
pleted and editeq by Sir Richard Burn, issued from the press.

( xiii )



More years quietl by. and his seventieth birthday uppx:oache.d.
It was an occa(slion tyhzg,nszzﬁedy’for fitting recognition, and received it.
Thanks to the kindness of the Director of the London School of Oriental
Studies, a special number of the School’s Bulletin was dedicated to him
and made up of papers on Indian and cognate studies by 33 friends and
Dpupils. This was presented to him with due ceremony on the 12th of
May 1931, his natal day, in the Library of the old London Institution,
then tenanted by the School (alas, its place knoweth it no longer) ; and

apson acknowledged the gift in a charming speech, in which with charac-

teristic modesty he said very little about himself and much about his
‘teacher Cowell.

As time went on he found it needful for the sake of his health to
slacken somewhat the tempo of his labours, and at length in 1036 he
resigned his Chair, in which he was succeeded by Dr. H. W. Bailey, of the
School of Oriental Studies. But to the last” he remained loyal to his
interests in scholarship, music, and literature. At the Annual Meeting
of the British Academ’y held in May 1937 he was present and took an
active part, apparently enjoying comparatively vigorous health. But
frqm time to time -disquieting symptoms began to show themse}ves in
ominous warning,. The end came with startling suddenness. During the
evening of Sunday, the 3rd of October 1937, while dining at the_ high
table in his college, he swooned, and after about an hour died without

recovering consciousness. The medical verdict ascribed death to cerebral
haemorrhage.

Rapson’s position in 1d of learning is somewhat peculiar.
For thirty-threl; years he \:2: ;Zﬁlvlg as a Professor of Sanskrit ; yet his
<hief claims to honour rest upon his achievements in other fields. His
work on the Kharosthi documents lies lo a large extent outside the do-
mam of Sanskrit studies though it is intimately related to it and in
part intersects it, while it is of extraordinary importance for the study
of Indo-Aryan dialectology and Buddhist culture. He was a good Sans-
kritist, but not a great one, as was his beloved master Cowell. “He could
not fully share the Buoucppo’w wéPuuvas the profound and sympathetic inter-
est in the inner workings of the Hindu spirit which inspired Cowell : he
did not take delight, as Cowell did, in unravelling the intricacies of
Indian scholastic thought or in unveiling the allusive and elusive charm
of Sanskrit poetry. Cowell was great ss a humanist, a qkdroyos (in
the classical sense of the word), and an intellectmalist. Rapson was great
as a master of historical science beginning _with numismatics and palaeo-
grahy and culminating in histor;ography. Both men rendered noble ser-
vice to the cause of knowledge ; but they rendered it in different ways.

Some scholars ljve i and have little or no influence
upon the men of thei: ngg,?::;z}o::elﬁ?:gﬁgh personal touch. But others
there are who have a vitg] significance as men among men no less than as
truth-seekers, who teach the ways of knowledge as much by the power of
human sympathy and the law of kindness as by exercise of intellect, and
whose society is in itself a gracious inspiration to riends and pupils.
Such a man was Edward Rapson, Strict scholarship in him united with
self-sacrificing kindliness, wholesome humanity incapable of meanness or
‘bitterness, unflinching devotion to duty, warm delight in art and litera-
ture, and deep reverence for religion, to form a character of rare harmony.
His was a rich and full nature, and his death has left the world much
the poorer. Vale anima candida,

1937. L. D. BarNETT
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CHAPTER 1
THE SOURCES OF THE HISTORY OF ANCIENT INDIA

“THE Sanscrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is O‘f- a
wonderful structure ; more perfect than the Greek, more copious
than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than either: yet
bearing to both of them a stronger affinity, both in the roots
of verbs, and in the forms of grammar, than could possibly hz_we
been produced by accident; so strong indeed, that no philo-
loger could examine them all without belicving them to have
sprung from some common source, which perhaps no longer
exists. There is a similar reason, though not quite so forcible,
for supposing that both the Gothick and the Celtick, though
blended with a very different idiom, had the same origin with
the Sanscrit ; and the old Persian might be added to the same
family.”

This pronouncement, made by Sir William Jones as Pre-
dent of the Asiatic Society of Bengal in the year 1786, may
truly be called ‘epoch-making,’ for it marks the beginning of
the historical and scientific study of languages.

At the time when Sir William Jones spoke these words, the
recent discovery—or rather the recent revelation to Western
eyes—of the existence in India of an ancient classical litera-
ture, written in a language showing the closest affimity to, the
classical languages of Ancient Greece and Rome, had raised a
problem for which it was necessary to find some rational solu-
tion. How was the affinity of Sanskrit to Greek and Latin and
other European languages to be explained? Scholars at the
end of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth
centuries were inclined to see in Sanskrit the parent language
from which all the others were derived. It was only after the
lapsc of a generation that the view propounded by Sir William

ones began to prevail. The correctness of his conception of
an Indo-European ‘family of languages,’ the members of which
are related to each other as descendants of a common ancestor,
has since been abundantly proved by the researches of Franz

Bopp, “* the founder of the science of Comparative Philology,”
whose first work was published in 1816, and by those of his
numerous successors in the same field. :
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The science of Comparative Philology.which thus received
its first impulse from the study of Sanskrit, represents by no
means the least among the intellectual trlumphs. 9£ the nine-
teenth century. The historical treatment of individual langu-
ages and dialects, and a comparision of the sound-changes which
have taken place in each, have shown that human speech, like
everything else in nature, obeys the laws of nature. The evi-
dence obtained by this method proves that the process of change,
by which varieties of language are produced from a parent stock,
is not arbitrary, but that it takes place in accordance with certain
ascertainable laws, the regularity of whose action is only dis-
turbed by the fact that man is a reasoning and imitative being.
The laws, which govern change in language, are, in fact, partly
mechanical and partly psychological in character.

More valuable perhaps, from the point of view of the stu.
dent of early civilization, is the service which Comparative Phj-
lology has rendered in throwing some light on the history of (he
Indo-European peoples before the age of written records. These
peoples are found, in ancient times, widely scattered over the
face of Asia and Europe from Chinese Turkestan in the East
to Ircland in the West ; but, as we have seen, there must have

heen 4 period more or less remote when they were upited. Now,
since words preserve the record both of material objects and of
ideas, it has heen possible, from a careful examination and com-
parison of the vocabularies of th.e.(!lffe.rent La“g“"‘.gflfs’ tg galll.l
some knowledge of the state of civilization, the socia En poli-
tical institutions, and the religious ideas of Fhe Ir}do- ull;)pean.
peoples, both at the period when they were still united and after
the separation of the various brar}ches. o ) L
In the carlier stages of the science, this line of investigation
was, no doubt, sometimes pursued with too much zeal and too
little discretion; and the evidence of language as a record of
civilization was sometimes strained to prove more than was
justifiable. But there can be no question that certain broad facts
have thus been established beyond the possibility of dispute.
The evidence of language proves conclusively, for instance, that
a particularly intimate connexion must have existed between
the Persian and Indian branches of the Indo-European family.
The similarity in language and thought between their most
ancient scriptures, the Persian Avesta and the Indian ng"’eiia’
can only be explained on the sup'pOSItlon t.hat t}lese two peop fes,
after leaving the rest of the family, had lived in association tor
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some considerable period, and that the separation between them
had taken place at no very distant period before the date of the
earlier of the two records, the Rig-veda. In the following pages
we shall be chiefly concerned with this particular group of the
Indo-European family, which is usually designed by the term
‘ Aryan,’ the name which both peoples apply to themselves .
(Avestan Airya=Sanskrit Arya).

Such, then, were the first fruits of the study by Europeans
of the classical language of Ancient India—a complete revo-
lution in our conception of the nature of human speech, and
the recovery from the past of some of the lost history of the
peoples, who, in historical times, have played a predominant
part in the civilization of both India and Europe. The °dis-
covery’ of Sanskrit, with its patent resemblance to Greek and
Latin, suggested the possibility of a connexion which was un-
dreamt of before, and prepared the way for the application to
languages of the historical and comparative method of investi-
gation, which was destined to win its most signal triumph when
it was applied subsequently by Charles Darwin and other great
scientists to the material universe and to living organisms.

Familiar as the notions of an Indo European family of lang-
uages and of the scientific study of language may be to us at the
present day, they proved a hard stumbling-block to all but the
most advanced thinkers of the late eighteenth and the early nine.
teenth centuries; for they rudely disturbed the belief of many
centuries past that Hebrew was the primitive language of man-
kind, and that the diversity of tongues on earth was the result
of the divine punishment inflicted on the builders of the Tower
of Babel.

But great and far-reaching as has been the influence of the
‘ discovery’ of the Sanskrit language on the intellectual 1life of
the West, no less remarkable are the results which have followed
from the application of Western methods of scholarship to the
interpretation and elucidation of the ancient literatures and
monuments of India.

When, in 1784, the Asiatic Society of Bengal was foundeq
by Sir William Jones for the promotion of Oriental learnin
the history of India before the Muhammadan conquest in thé
eleventh century A.p. was a complete blank ; that is to say, there
was no event, no personality, no monument, no literary produc.
tion, belonging to an earlier period, the date of which coulq be
determined even approximately. A vast and varied ancient Sap.
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krit literature, both prose and verse, existed in the form of manu-
scripts; and European scholars, with the aid of thg ‘ pandits’ or
learned men of India, were already beginning to publish texts
and translations from the manuscripts. But as to the date of
this literature nothing whatever was known. Sanskrit had ceased
for many centuries past to be a language generally understood
by the people. It had long since become, like Latin in the middle
ages of European history, the exclusive possession of a class of
learned men, who attributed to the sacred books a divine origin
and regarded the secular literature as the work of sages in a
dim and distant period of legend and mystery. The chronolo-
gical conceptions of the pandits were those of the Puranas,
which teach that the universe undergoes an endless series of
creations and dissolutions corresponding to the days and nights
of the god Brahma, each of which equals 1000 ‘great periods’
of 4,320,000 years. What we know as the historical period of
the world was for them the ‘ Kali Age, or the shortest and most

degenerate of the four ages which together constitute a
period.’

! great
It was but as a drop in the ocean of time and might
be neglected.

It is due almost entirely to the labours of scholars during
tt}e last century and a quarter that the outlines of the lost
history of Ancient India have, in a great measure, been recover-
ed, and that its literature, which reflects the course of religious
and intellectual civilization in India from about 1200 B.c, on-
wards, has been classified chronologically.

The materials for the reconstruction of the history are sup-
plied principally from three sources; (1) the literatures of the
Brahmans, Jains, and Buddhists: (2) inscriptions on stone or
copper-plate, coins and seals; and (3) the accounts of foreign
writers, chiefly Greek, Latin, and Chinese.

.. At present, large gaps remain in the historical record and
1t 1s probable that some of them can never be filled, although
very much may be expected from the progress of archzological
investigation,

Of the more primitive inhabitants of India we
can know nothing beyond such general facts as may be gleaned
f'rom the study of prehistoric archazology or ethnology. History
in the ordinary sense of the word, that is to say, a connected
account of the course of events or of the progress of ideas, is
dependent on the existance of a literature or of written docu-
ments of some description; and these are not to be found

in India before the period when Aryan tribes invaded the
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country at its north-western frontier and brought with them an
Indo-European civilization, resembling in its main features the
ancient civilizations of Greece, Italy, and Germany. Our know-
ledge of Ancient India follows the course of this civilfzation as
it spread first from the Punjab into the great central plain of
India, the country of the Ganges and the Jumna rivers, and
thence subscquently into the Deccan. This extension is every-
where marked by the spread of Sanskrit and its dialects. It
received a check in Southern India, where the older Dravidian
civilization and languages remain predominant even to the pre-

sent day. ‘In this region history can scarcely be said to begin
before the Christian era.

Thus, the language of all the earliest records of India,
whether literary or inscriptional, is Indo-European in charac-
ter. That is to say, it is related to Greek and Latin and to our
own English tongue, and not to the earlier forms of speech
which it supplanted in India. The Aryan tribes who contin-=
ued, perhaps for generations or even for centuries, to swarm
over the mountain passes into Southern Afghanistan and the
Punjab, or through the plains of Baluchistan into Sind and
the valley of the Indus, must, no doubt, have spoken a variety
of kindred dialects. The history of languages everywhere shows
that this is invariably the case among primitive peoples. It
shows, too, that, in the course of time, when a community
becomes settled and civilization advances, the dialect of some
particular district, which has won special importance as a centre
of religion, politics, or commerce, gradually acquires an ascend-
ancy over the others and is eventually accepted by general con-
sent as the standard language of educated people and of litera-
ture; and that, when its position is thus established, its use
tends to supersede that of the other dialects. An illustration
of this general rule may be taken from the history of our own
language : it was “the East Midland ” variety of the Mercian
dialect of English ‘‘ that finally prevailed over the rest, and was
at last accepted as a standard, thus rising from the position of
a dialect to be the language of the Empire.”1

In India, such a standard or literary language appears first
in the Hymns of the Rig-veda, the most ancient of which must
probably date from a period at least 1200 years before the
Christian era. This ‘ Vedic’ Sanskrit is the language of priestly

! Skeat, English Dialects, p. 66, in the series of Cambridge Manuals.
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poets who lived in the region now known as Southern Afgha.nis—
tan, the North-Western Frontier Province, and the Punjab;
and it differs from the later ‘Classical’ Sapskrit rather more,
perhaps,” than the language of Chaucer differs from that of
Shakespeare. . )

After the Vedic period, Aryan c1v11.12auor} extended itself
in a south-easterly direction over the fertile plains of the ]umpa
and Ganges, which became subseque"ﬂ_y not only the ‘-:hlef
political and religious centre of prahmamsm but_: also the bxrt.h-
place of its rival religions, Jainism and Buddhism. It was in
this region that the priestly treatises, known as ‘ Brahmanas,’
and the great epic poems, the Mahabharata and the Ramayana,
were composed. .

The language of each of these cl.asses of hte.rature—the
Brahmanas representing almost excluswely .the pr'lestly caste,
the Brahmans, and the epic poems belonging chiefly to the

~warrior caste, the Kshatriyas—is, in a different sense, transi-
tional between Vedic and Classical Sanskrit. In character, the
two styles may broadly be distinguished as learned and popular
respectively. The Sanskrit of the Brahmanas merges in the
course of time by almost insensible degrees into Classical Sans-
krit; the epic language, on the other hand, is already stereo-
typed and retains its archaisms and its ‘irregularities’ for all
time.

Thus, about the year 500 B.C., when the first work in strict-
ly Classical Sanskrit appeared— Yaska’s Nirukta or ‘Explana-
tion ’ of Vedic difficulties—there were in existence three well-
defined types of Sanskrit. The first, already invested with a
sacred character from its great antiquity, was the poetical lan-
guage of the early Aryan settlers in the north-west. The second
was the language of bards, who sang at royal courts of wars
and the deeds of the heroes and sages of old time. The
third, to which, strictly speaking, the term ‘Sanskrit’ (sams-
krita = ‘cultivated,” ‘literary’) should be confined, is that form
of the language of the Brahmans, which, as the result of a
long course of literary treatment and grammatical refinement,
had gained general acceptance as the stndard of correct speech.

A literary language thus definitely fixed ceases to under-
go any material change, so long as the civilization which it re-
presents continues, Jts spoken form must naturally, as a rule,
be less careful and elaborate than its written form; and both
must vary according to the degree of cultivation possessed by
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each individual speaker or writer. There may thus be infinite
varieties of style, but there is no substantial modification of the
character of the language. Classical Sanskrit has remained
essentially unaltered during the long period of nearly twenty-
five centuries in which it has been employed, first as the langu-
age of the educated classes and of literature, and later, down
to the present day, as the common means of communication
between learned men in India.

In sharp contrast to the literary language of a country
stand the local dialects. While the former is fixed, the latter
still continue to have a life and growth of their own and to
change in accordance with the laws of human speech. While
the literary language, although no doubt originally the dialect
of some particular district, gains currency throughout the
whole country among the educated classes, the local dialects
continue to be spoken by the common people, who, in Ancient
as in Modern India, must have formed an overwhelmingly
large proportion of the population. It is, therefore, chiefly
by a perfectly natural process of development that most of the
modern vernaculars of Northern India have been produced
from the ancient local dialects or ‘ Prakrits,” as they are called
(prakrita ="*natural,’ ‘uncultivated ), in precisely the same way
as the Romance languages have sprung, not from literary Latin,
but from the dialects of Latin spoken by the common people.

While, however, the literary language and its dialects con-
tinue to exist side by side, the former invariably tends to grow
at the expense of the latter, so long as the civilization to which
they belong does not decline or change its character. The
inscriptions and coin-legends of Ancient India afford a strik-
ing illustration of this fact. As being, from their very charac-
ter, intended to appeal to all men, learned and unlearned alike,
they are, on their first appearance in the third century B.C.,
l.vritten in some Prakit; but, as time goes on, their language
1s gradually influenced and eventually assimilated by the liter-
ary language, until, after about the year 400 A.p., Prakrit ceases
to be used for these purposes and Sanskrit takes its place.

The history of Sanskrit is especially associated with Brahman-
ism, and the tradition has remained through the ages un-
broken by time or place. Sanskrit is to Brahmanism what
Latin is to the Roman Catholic church. Jainism and Buddh-
ism werc revolts against Brahman tradition; and, like the
reformed churches in Europe, both originally used the type
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J, whether Sanskrit or Prakrit, which hapgened to b;_
of speect ‘1 yarious districts to which their doctrines extel:l
current 11 the puddhist scriptures appear in a Sanskrit version
ed. Thus ‘h% in Prakrit versions clsewhere. Through their
in Nepal an{or religious purposes some of the Prakrits develop-
em?lo‘/me?t rary languages: for which, in the course of time,
ed into h‘:ast laws were laid down by gramimarians, precisely
hard and case of ganskrit. The most notable of these is Pali,
a in.th(;r form of some Indian Prakrit which was transplant-
d:f ::,te(gey‘{on, p\'Obab‘—‘/ in" the third century B.C., and became
ethere the sacred languag

e of the particular phase of Buddh-
ism which found a permanent
has sprea

home in the island, and which
d thence to Burma and Siam.
about the

In India itself, after
Gfth century AD., there was a growing tendency on
the part of both Jain and Buddhists to use Sanskrit, which
thus eventually became the lingua franca of religion and
learning throughout the whole continent.

Such then are the languages in which all the early litera-
ture of India and Ceylon is preserved. This literature is
enormous in extent and most varied in character. No species
of composition, whether in prose or verse, is unre reseI;t d;
and. few phases of human intellectual activity rema?n w'the \
their record, except in the domain of those science whidk
have been, even in Europe, the creation of the f’i\ ;,N hich
hundred and fifty years. But, if we compare any anciemsIn (;;;?‘

literature, Brahman, Jain, or Buddhis i
. . ’ ’ t, with
Latin classics, we shall find one striking deﬁciert}z; Greek and

them »hz}s the art of historical composition been 1!::1 ;’che c;)(f1
heyond fts earliest stages, Tts sources—heroic poems 1e§e§$d.

ﬂy;}/ /(/JJ;//11;f([es/ anclent genealogies—are indeed to be found in

' > |{teratures and from the monuments we
ot From [h(; Jiteratun
H/)U!l/{xilll.f,. l

e achicvements, of a great
mes, and some of the .\(ﬂ\\.\t\l&\\ rish,cd a“dgfdec_
learn the fndmt..,n‘s who r0s¢ €0 power, llou )

pumber of na ions,

tinced in th

i - enturies
i India during the twenty-two €
¢ continent of 11 aring (e ot O O e
hefore  the  Muhammedan cong Ancient India has no Hero-
pnations has found it historian. 7 ent Tndia bas s e
dotus or "Thucydides, no Livy oY [.‘:\m l‘ :b‘ A res sup
prly materials by means of which it is posst e.to race the .
life of the people, their social systems, their religions, dﬁe{i
rogress in the arts and sciences, with a completeness whxF :1
unparalled in antiquitys but events {a’f; rarily mf)r;tx::ﬁé
. : of chronology.
and there 15 an almost total absence oy
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instances
n some 11 . the len . .
be found; but ¢ gth of the different regions

ese in themselves supply no
of Indian chronology. As

lists with, 11 o
are certainly .
fixed point for the detelmmatlon

are discr
they stand, the){) o el Cpant, partly perhaps because of
original erTors ¥ Y On acc

P ount of the textual corrup-
. -e the inevit i . . :
tions which aré t able resu] of a long tansmission in
. form ; and thcy are . N o
manuscript cossive, dypacns misleading, since they often
represent as "€ have i>ee31 asties which can be proved from
other sources t° of Indian fomeml)orary. It has been shown
that any system™ the data Slc ronology, which could have been
<

constructed on 4 Supplied by these documents alone,
must have bect

hopelessly vy §
1hou:!'mds ! E‘Vlong by hundreds, and in some
cases even by t U5, 0L years,

Fortunately, this defect in the liter

some extent from .the other sources of early Indian History.

For certain countries in Ind,la’ and for certain periods in the
history of these COURLIES, it has been possible to construct
a sort of chronological framfiwork by the aid of dated inscrip-
tions and coin-legends. Thl§ most valuable kind of historical
evidence has been made available entirely by modern scholar-
ship during the last three generations,

When the m9numents Of. India first attracted the atten-
tion of archzologists, not a single syllable of the ancient ins-
criptions or coin-legends could be read. A1l knowledge of the
ancient alphabets hac!, long centuries ago, passed into oblivion.
These alphabets, which can now be read with ease and cer-
tainty, are two 11l number, both of them of non-Indian (Semi-
tic) origin. They are called by scholars at the present time
Brahmi and Kharoshthi, the names which they seem to bear
in an account of the youthful Buddha’s education given in a
Sanskrit work called the Lalita-vistara. .

Brahmi, which is usually, though not invariably written
from left to right, has beer.l shown to be the parent of all the
modern alphabets of Ir.ldla, numerous and widely differing
as these are now. It is probably derived from the type of
Pheenician  writing represented by the inscription on the
Moabite stone (c. 890 B.c.) and it is supposed to have been
brought into India through Mesopotamia by merchants.
Ultimately, therefore, Brahmi and all the modern Indian alpha-
bets appear to have much the same origin as our own, since
all the alphabets of Europe also are to be traced back to the
Pheenician through the Greek.

ature is supplied to
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Kharoshthi, which is particularly the 'allfh?be; S;riljt(;rdc:f
éstern India (Afghanistan and the Punja )hls hout West-
€ Aramaic script which prevailed generally ltl 'rOt;go doubt, it

€rn Asia in the fifth century B.C. ,Orlg%r?a v t other Se,mi-
came from the same source as Brahmi. I?'l‘:e I'.l:osea.rliest form,
tic alphabets, probably including Brallmx in 1d sf Tndis in
it is written from right to left. It .dlsappeare rom time
the third century A.p., but it remained in use for so}rlr.leh e
longer in the western region of Chinese Turkestan, whic

f

ormed a part of the Indian Empire of Kanishka in the first
century A.p.

The clue to the decipherment of both these alphabets. was
obtained from bilingual coins struck by the Greek. prioces
who ruled over portions of Afghanistan and the Punjab from
€. 200 B.c. to c. 25 B.c. These coins regularly boar on the
Obverse a Greek inscription giving the name and 'utl.es of the
king, and on the reverse a translation of this inscription in an
India

N dialect and in Indian characters. As a first Step 1in the
Process of deci

pherment, the names of the kings in their Indian
8uise were identified with the Greek. In this way a clue to the
alphabet was obtained ; and this clue soon led.to the expla:-
nation of the Indian titles on the coins with tholr Greek equi-
valents ; but it was only after many years of patient effort t}.lat
the knowledge thus gained from the coin-legends was apphed
with complete success to the decipherment and translation of
the long inscriptions, which are found in many parts of India,
engraved on stone of copper plates.
hese inscriptions, like the seals,
Sometimes Private in character.
rally,

r royal. Both inscriptions and coins are often dateq either
in the Year o

f some king’s reign or in the year of some Indiap
€Ta; and, if pep actually dated, they are usually capable of
belog assigned, op archazological evidence, to some definite
Period ang locality. They afford, therefore, positive informa-
tion as tg the history of royal houses in different parts of Indja.
By their aiq W€ may sometimes restore dynastic lisgs and de-
termine the re; 05 of monarchs whose very names have other-
WIS€ vanished frop, the page of history.
But it wag neither from Indian literature poy from ins-
criptions that there came the first ray
darkness in w

of light to pierce the
hich the history of Ancient Indjg lay enveloped.
That light came from Greece.

are sometimes royal and
The coin-legends are, natu-
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e short period only, and for one corner of India
For © connected narrative of events in the
This is furnished by the Greek his-
o cam aigns of Alexander the Great in the
' .C., an of his successor, Seleucus Nicator, in 305

years These historians give some account of the rise to power of
B.C. e adventurer whom they call Sandrokottos. It was
a‘:‘ Inr‘lxiizm Jones who first recogmsed t}xat Sandrokottos was
Sir W 'llen tified with Chandragupta who is known from Indian
to be i¢ he founder of the Maurya Empire, which
jen of his grandson, Asoka, included, not
. ent Of India with the exception of th; ex-
, lso the greater part of the countries now
Afghanistan and Bahildnséan.k Within a few years of
the departur€ of Alexander, the reek dominions in North-
ja rame under the sway of Chandragupta, and

Western Ind ey .
they were conhimed 10 his possession by the treaty of peace

which he concluded w-ith Seleu?us cxlxrx 305 B.c. It was certain,
then, that the accession of Chandragupta to power in the

punjab ust he taken place at some date between 325 and

.C. .
305 BThis identiﬁcation of Sandrokottos with Chandragupta,

which thus prought the Greek and Indian records into rela-
tion with each other, was long known as .t ‘sheet-anchor’

of Indian chronology- It secured a.ﬁxed.point from which
it was possible t0 measure chronological distances with some

A number of other fixed points have since been gained
sometimes from one and som_etimes from another of the threé
chief sources of Indian hlstox'-y._-lndian literature, Indian
inscriptions, and foreigh authorities. Thus the period of the
reign of Asoka, the third emperor of the Maurya dynasty, is
determined by the mention 1n one of his inscriptions of ’ﬁve
contemporary Hellenic sovereigns, whose dates are known {rom
Greek history : (1) Antiochus 1. of Syria (B.c. 261-246): (2)
Ptolemy Philadelphus of Egypt (B.C. 285-247); (3) Magas of
Cyrene (B.C. 085-258); (4 Antigonus Gonatas of Macedon
(8.c. 277-239); and (D) Alexander of Epirus (acc. B.c. 272)
The determination of the initial years of the various’e

in which the dates of inscriptions are commonly expressed 1;15,
furgher made it possible to arrangc in systematic order the, h'a ¥
torical data which they supply. The vVvikrama era of 58 BIZ'
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and the Saka era of 78 A.p. still contnue to be used 1‘;1 dlﬁg;‘:;t_
parts of India. The starting points of others ha;ed. een il
mined by investigation, e.g., the Traikutaka, Chedi, or of
churi era of 249 a.p., the Gupta era of 319 Ap, and the era
King Harshavardhana of 606 AD Each Of. these mal:ks t.hg
establishment of a great power in some region of India, an
originally denoted the regnal years of its founder. )
A most important epoch in the religious history of India
is marked by the rise of Jainism and Buddhism, the dates of
which have been ascertained approximately from the combined
evidence of literary and inscriptional sources. These two reli-
gions, which have much in common, represent the most success-
2}1]3(;{}? number of movements directed against the formality
sixth aer:‘t‘:nlsm and the supremacy of the priestly caste in the
members ;z' 3;2. '];he 1leade:;s of.l.both were Kshatriyas or
Jnataputra’ the fprlncey and military caste.

ounder of Jainism, probably lived from 599
;:msizoz;c" and Siddhartha Gautama, the found

er o .
Ther, 20Ut 563 to 483 n.c. £ Buddh

C o . .. .
from Brap, two reformed religions, although springing directly
ideas anism and inheriting many of its fundamental
% JEL introduce new elements into the intellectual life of
Jndia and are bnportant factors in its subsequent civilization.
for the [)é‘}‘i/)d hefore their rise no positive dates are forth-
to py e nerjod is represented by a very large
coming.  'This earlier perio b dions of 5o favreaching
literature, which exhibits transio e, of religion, and of social
a character in the domain of languag™ to-be required for their
institutions, that centuries would seem °2 = R e of such
accomplishient, 1t is possible, by tracing i the lite-
changes, (“Stinguish different strata, :{S 1t were, i i
rature, and gq g ostablish a sort of rclative chronology for this
carly period; by i js evident that all such dates as we may for
the sake of conyenjence associate with this system of relative
chronology 5 be conjectural. The ultimate limits within
which this early period of Indian history must be confined
arc, on the one hang, suggested by the evidence of Compara-
tive I>hi1010gy and the sprcad of IndO-I"lufopean ClVlllZ&t}Ol’b
and, on the other, fixed by the rise of Jainism and Buddhism.

Vardhamana



CHAPTER 11

THE CIVILISATIONS OF INDIA

Tur word India originally mc.-zant t!le Cq:;t:}\:itﬁ[‘st!le ’
Indus. It is, in fact, etymologically identical with *Sing, [
this restricted scnse it. occurs in the ! \CScclenOti :‘n the ins-
criptions of King Darius (522486 1.C)) s th en~tf~ those ey
ritories to thc west of the Indus Whl(fh, 1r; eI ;clll ier pery

of history, were more {requently Persian tlm'nn (111 1an, 1 Was
this province which Alexander the Great ¢ abll ed as con

of the Persian Empire. The name India elcamf.fan
the West chiefly through Herodotus and the 1storiang
Alexander’s campaigns; and, in accordance “’;th What wour d
almost seem to be a law of geographical nome;l clature, the Name
of the best known district was subsequently applieq the
WhOIIencgggzl?;it literature it is only at a Conﬁl)ﬂl‘ative Y lage
period that we find any one word to deno“’l{l the whg cong;
nent of India. This is intelligible, as all.tle early 14 eratulf
belongs to the Aryan civilization, the grad ual_extensiOn e
which from the north-west into the c.entrfll 1regmn eve
tually to the south may be traced historica }Y; and n-
graphical outlook of this civilization would pg
limited to the stage which it had reached at an artioy) e
time. A comprehensive term—Bharata or B{zarata,varsh ar
seems to occur first in the epics. It r?lian; fhe r
Bharata,’ and refe.rs to a Iegenc}ary monar Y Who is sy Poseq )
have exercised universal sovereignty. The historica] foun, dog: to
for the name is found in the ancient Aryan tribe of the tiop
ratas, who are well known in the Rig-veda.

The limits of this continent of India or Bhal‘atav
which ig equal in extent to the whole of Europe withc,ut arsh.a'
are for the most part well defined by nature. Op the nuSsm,
it is almost completely cut off from the rest of Asi, by ;o Orth,
able mountain ranges ; and it is surrounded by the se ;npass\
eastern and western sides of the triangular Peninsula n the
forms its southern portion. But the northern barl‘ier .Which
absolutely secure. At jts eastern and western extr.
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14 ANCIENT INDIA

with the Chinese Empire on the one hand and with Persia on
the other. At the present time, these means qf access to the
Indian continent have been practically closed in the interests
of political security; but until the year 1738, when _Lhe Persm.n
king Nadir Shah invaded India and sacked Delhi, the very
capital of its Mughal emperors, countless hordes of Asiatic
tribes have swarmed down the valleys or over the passes which
lead into India. Hence the extraordinary diversity of races
and languages which, now united under one sway for t}le first
time in history, together constitute the. Indian Empu"e. A
glance at the ethnographical and linguistic maps of India \.Vlll
show that the races and languages on the east are Mongoha‘n,
and those on the west Persian or Scythian in character; while
the Aryan civilization which predominates in the north is the
result of invasions which can be traced historically, and the
Dravidian civilization which still holds its own in the south is
probably also due to invasions in prehistoric times.

The chief motive of the migration of peoples, which forms
one of the most important factors in the history of t_t}e human
race, was scarcity of food; and the chief cause of this scarcity
has in Central Asia been the gradual desiccation of the land.
However this desiccation may have arisen, whether through
physical causes which affect the whole of our planet, or through
the thrusting up, by shrinkage of the earth’s crust, of lofty moun-
tain-ranges which cut off the rain-bearing winds from certain
regions, or again by man’s improvidence in t_he'des_tructiOn of
forests and the neglect of natural means of irrigation, it is a
phenomenon the progress of which may be traced to some extent
historically. Explorations in Baluchistan and Seistan have
brought to light the monuments of past civilizations which
perished because of the drying up of the land; and above all the
researches of Sir Aurel Stein in Chinese Turkestan have supplied
us with materials and observations from which it will be possible
eventually to write the history of desiccation in this part of
the world with some chronological precision. Archazological
evidence proves that this region which is now a rainless desert,
in which no living being can exist because of the burning heat
and blinding sand-storms in summer and the arctic cold in
winter, was once the seat of a flourishing civilization; and the
study of the written documents and works of art, discovered

at the various ancient sites which have been explored, shows
that these sites were abandoned one by one at dates varying
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. entury A.D. .
tury B.C. to the mml'lnc on the history
. o 1 .
from about the first century ations, as L‘{e” & nt isolation on
importance of these observations, 85 B2 prese times,
import: ies in the consideration mplete in former 4
of India, lies in o means SO COMP s on the east an
the land-side was by n nd mount::lill-})af‘s‘;1 n the great high-
iver-valleys a nd whe dia
when the T Himalayas were open, 2 the east, and from In
west of the [1 China to India on Persia and so to Europe
. l.om . 3 -
roads llea](;u;gchistan or Afghanistan t:;)ant means of communica
through Balu fforded a cons t multitudes.
t, not only a ioration of vas ;
on the wesl; o permitted the migratio tly as they have modified
tion, but o dP:ers from the east, greatly have left no e“dum}g
The ;nva and the languages of Indla,of civilization or in
the ethno ogr.)l'1 r in the advancement the other hand, have
vecord WheI iaders from the weSt’l oréntinent. In our sketch

. e. In c
hteratu.le d the character of the WhO'e we shall have to deal
detetmine ilization of Ancient In.dla' the Dravidian and the
of e llCWI ltzlall two of these invasions—

. i .
especially w Dravidians were
at the
Aryan. sometimes been supposed f]l::ore probable that these
Ilt) h?sines of India; but it seemsnumerous primitive tribes,
the a :;feg to be sought among the districts and other regjong
arﬁ.zﬁ still inhabit mountainous le, are the Gonds, foung 1n
1
w'fﬁcult of access. Such, for exaII?P rémain even to the presepy
di ny different parts of India, w ?n flint implements, huntip
ilna z’n the stone age of culture, us tghe most rudimentary forms

%Yh bows and arrows, and holdlﬂgtl e Dravidians were inysy
with bos ief. The view that th : historic ¢;

f religious belief. rth-west in pre C times,
o gious dia from the no i language, spo)
who came into Indi hat the Brahui language, sy
receives support from the fact t belongs to the same famij)
in certain districts of Baludmtan;hern India; and it is Possible
as the Dravidian languages of .Sottl settlement of the DraVidians
that it may testify to an ancien ny case, Dravidian Clvilizatiop,
before they invaded Indilil é:f;rey the Coming of the Aryans.
was predominant in India oples now speak Aryan OF Oother
Many of the Dravidian peop vn; but they still retajp thejr
languages not Origlnauy. their o‘te;istic social customs the
own languages and the%r charac of Central India; apg there
South, and in certain hilly tracts ry greatly influenceq
can be no doubt that they have VSIZ North. Their literatures
civilization and Aryan religion n after the Christian €ra, hy,
do not begin until some centuries kingdoms in the
the existence of the great Dravidian

ders,
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. s ch
be traced in Sanskrit literature and in inscriptions from a mu
carlier iod. .

Thr::e:;?gq Aryan was formerly, chif:ﬂy through t::s'eel:c[)h;esnioe

of the writings of Max Muller, used in a broad se s 4
include the whole family of Indo-European lgmguages. t is
NOw almost universally restricted to tl}e.Per'smn .and In?l'c}n
Broups of this family, as being the distinctive title used in
their ancient scriptures. L
These two groups have in common so many clmlracftcustlc
features, in regard to which they differ from the other mem-
bers of the family, that we can only conclude that there must
have been g, period in which the ancestors of ‘the Persians
of the Avesta and of the Indians of the Rig-veda lived togetl}er
as one people and spoke a common language. V\fhen a separ ation
0ok place, the Persian Aryans occupied Bactria, the region of
Balkh, i, Afghanistan north of the Hindu Kush, and Pgma,
while the Indian Aryans crossed over the passes of the Hindu
Kush into the valley of the Kabul River in SOuth(‘:l‘n Afghanistan,
and thence into the country of the Indus, r.e. the North.
Western Frontier Province and the northern Punjab. The date
of this Separation cannot be determined with much accuracy.
The most ancient literatures of the two peoples—the Indian
Rig-veda, Possibly as early as 1200 B.c., and the Persian Avesta,
dating from, the time of Zoroaster, probably about 660-583 p.q.___
afford pgo conclusive evidence from which it is possible ¢
estimate the distance of time which separates them from the
Period of unity; but an examination of the two languages seem;
to. indicate that the common speech from which they are deriveq
1d not dijffer materially from that of the Rigveda, since

Avestan forms are, from the etymological point of view, manj.
festly later than Vedjc forms, and may generally be deduceq
from the

™ by the application of certain well ascertained laws
Of.PhOHetic change. It may be inferred, then, that the Aryan
™Migration into India took place during a period which js

Separateq by no long interval from the date of the carliest
ndianp literature,

€ progress of Aryan civilization in India is determined
natura]ly by the geographical conformation of the continent,
which g divided into three well-defined principal regions :
.. (1) North-Western India, the country of the Indus and its
tributaries, This region, bounded by mountainous districts on
the north apq west, is separated from the country of the Ganges
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and Jumna on the east by the deserts of Rajputana. With it
has often been associated in history the country of Gujarat
(including Cutch and Kathiawar) to the south.

(2) Hindustan, the country of the Ganges and the Jumna
and their tributaries, the great plain which constitutes the main
portion of Northern India. '

(3) The Deccan or ‘Southern’ (Skt. dakshina) India, the
large triangular table-land lying south of Fhe Vindyya
*Mountains, together with the narrow strips of plain-land which
form its fringe on the eastern and western sides.

The first of these regions is in character transitional between
India and Central Asia. Into it have poured untold waves of
invasion—Persian, Greek, Scythic, Hun, etc—and many of
these have spent their force within its limits. Hence its ey.
traordinary diversity in race, language, and religion, The
sccond has been the seat of great kingdoms, some of which, both
in the Hindu and in the Muhammadan periods, have grown
by conquest into mighty empires including the whole of Nor
India and considerable portions, but never the whole
South. It has always included most of the chief centyeg of
religious and intellectual life in India. The. third region hag
a character of its own. The history of its kingdoms and thejy
struggle for supremacy among themselves have Usually peep
enacted within its own borders. It has, as a rule, Successfy]]
resisted the political, and has only by slow degrees admitteq the
intellectual, influence of the North; but when it hag accepteq
ideas or institutions it has held them with great tenaCity
that the South is now in many respects the most orthodoy ,a "o
the most conservative portion of the continent. * and

The literary and inscriptional records of Ancient Ingj
enable us to trace with a remarkable degree of continyj tla
course of Aryan civilization through tl}e periods during wh'he
it passed from the first of these regions into the secong and tlICh
eventually into the third. But it must always be ye emb len
that these rccords are partial, in the sense that they . cred
only one type of civilization and only tllo§e countrieg Oprels‘?nt
this civilization had extended at any particular epgcp, v tch
this fact be borne constantly in mind, the records o nless
produce the impression of a unity and a h0r110gex]eit 2Pt to
political, religious, and social life which never eXisteq
best corrective for this false impression is to study ncien.t ’
always in the light of our knowledge of Modern Ingj, India

F 2 nd in
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the light of general history. ‘1India is and, in hiStorical. times::i
always has been composed of a n}meer of lar.ge countries an
a multitude of smaller communities, Cac.h ha.vmg 1ts own com-
plicated racial history and each pursuing: its ov.mhbparucular
lines of development independently of its neighbours.  In
India, as in Europe, one or other of the.constltuent countries
has from time to time succeeded in creating a great empire at
the expense of its neighbours. But the mlghtlfiSt of the.:se
empires, that of the Maurya kings of Magadha in the third
<entury B.c., and that of the Mughal kings of Delhi at its height
in the last years of the seventeenth century A.p.,, have never
been co-extensive with the continent; they have never included
the extreme south of India. They were won by conquest and
maintained by power; and, when the power failed, the various
countries which constituted these empires reasserted their
independence. .. Neither has religion at any time formed a com-
Plete bond of unjon between these multitudinous and diverse
nationalities. The Brahmanical systems of thought and practice
founded op the Vedas have never gained universal acceptance,
as some of their text-books might lead us to suppose. Not only
was thejr Supremacy contested even in the region which was
their Stronghold—the country of the Ganges and the Jumna—
by reformed religions such as Jainism and Buddhism; but their
appeal ywjag everywhere almost exclusively to the higher castes
who cap never have formed the majority of the Population.
Most of the people, no doubt, in Ancient.as in Modern India,
Wwere either confessedly, or at heart and in practice, followers
of more primitive forms of faith. As W. Crooke says2 in de-
scnbing Present religious conditions, *“ The fundamgntal religion
of the Mmajority of the people—Hindu, Buddhist, or eyen
Musalman\is mainly animistic. The peasant may nominally
worship the greater gods; but when trouble comes in the shape
of diseag

e, drought, or famine, it is from the older gods that he
seeks reljef »

* Imperial Gazetteer of India, i. p. 432.



CHAPTER 1II

THE PERIOD OF THE VEDAS

THE Sanskrit word veda comes from the root vid ‘to know,’
which occurs in the Latin vid-eo and in the Anglo-Saxon wit-
an, from which our English forms wit, wisdom, etc. are derived.
It is especially used to denote the four collections of sacred
‘wisdom,’ which form the ultimate basis on which rest not only
all the chief systems of Indian religion and philOSO.pl.l):, but also
practically the whole of the Aryan intellectual c§v1llzation in
India, whether sacred or secular. The most ancient of these
collections is the Rig-veda, or ‘the Veda of the Hymns’' ¢
consists of 1028 hymns intended to accompany the sacrifices
offered to the various deities of the ancient Indian pantheon,
In respect of style and historical cl}araf:ter it may be compared
most ﬁttingly to the ‘ Psalms of David’ m.thfa Hebrew scriptures,
If compared by the number of verses, it is rather more thap
four times as long.

Internal evidence, supplied by changes in language apg
progress in thought, shows that the composition of the hympg
of the Rig-veda must have extended over a considerable period,
They were handed down from generation to generation ip the
families of the ‘rishis,’ or sacred bards, who composed them:.
and, at a later date, when their venerable antiquity had investeci
them with the character of inspired scriptures, they Were
collected together and arranged on a two-fold plan, ﬁrstly
according to their traditional authorship, and secondly, aCCord’.
ing to the divinities to whom the hymns in each 8roup weye
addressed. T.ike all the other works of the Vedic period the
Rigveda has been transmitted orally from one generation
another from a remote antiquity even down to the present da
If all the manuscripts and all the printed copies were deStI‘oyed.
its text could even now be recovered from the mouths of living
men, with absolute fidelity as to the form and accent of ever
single word. Such a tradition has only been possible th
the wonderfully perfect organization of a system of sch
Vedic study, in which untold generations of students hay
their lives from boyhood to old age in learning the sacr
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ANCIENT INDIA

and in teaching them to their pupils. This is, beyond all
question, the most marvellous instance of unbroken continuity
to be found in the history of mankind; and the marvel increases
when we consider that this extraordinary feat of the human
memory has been concerned rather with the minutely accurate
prescrvation of the forms of words than with the transmission
of their meaning. The Brahmans, who, for long centuries
past, have repeated Vedic texts in their daily prayers and in
their religious services, have attached little or no importance
to their sense; but so faithfully has the verbal tradition been
maintained by the Vedic schools that ‘various readings’ can
scarcely be said to exist in the text of the Rig-veda which has
come down to us. It has probably suffered no material change
since about the year 700 B.c., the approximate date of the pada-
patha or ‘word-text,” an ingenious contrivance, by which each
word in the sentence is registered separately and independently
of its context, so as to supply a means of checking the readinos
of the samhita-patha or ‘ continuous text,” and thus preventix;r
textual corruption. But the sense of many Vedic words wabs
either hopelessly lost or extremely doubtful nearly two thousand
f_i!ve hundred years ago, when Yaska wrote his Nirukta. In fact,
at that period the Vedic language was already regarded as
divine; and its obscurities in no way tended to detract from its
sacred character—for, as the commentator, Sayana (died 1387
A.D.), quoting a popular maxim of the time, says: “ It is no fault
of the post if the blind man cannot see it”—but rather
strengthen the belief in its super-human origin, Orthodox
Hindus, then as now, believed that the Vedas were the revealed
word'of God, and so beyond the scope of human criticism. It
remained, therefore, for Western scholars in the nineteenth
centurx, who were able to approach the subject without pre-
possessions, not only to bring to light again the original mean-
histoical Semiheanis ot the ol coteetion o ne o e
. : the
interesting and valuable records of antiquity.

The region in which the hymns of the Rigveda were com-
posed is clearly determined by their geographical references.
About twenty-five rivers are mentioned; and nearly all of these
belong to the system of the Indus. They include not only its
five great branches on the east, from which the Punjab, ‘the
land of the five rivers,” derives its name, but also tributaries on
the north-west, we know, therefore, that the Aryans of the

most
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Rigveda inhabited a territory which included portions of S.E.
Afghanistan, the N.-W. Frontier Province, and the Punjab.

Like many later invaders of India, they, no doubt, came
into this region over the passes of the Hindu Kush range of
mountains. Sanskrit literature subsequent to the date of the
Rig-veda enables us to trace the progress of their Aryan civiliza-
tion in a south-casterly direction until the time when it was
firmly established in the plains of the Jumna and the Ganges.
These two great rivers were known even in the times of the Rig-
veda; but at that peroid they merely formed the extreme limit
of the geographical outlook.

The type of civilization depicted in the Rig-veda is by no
means primitive. It is that of a somewhat advanced military
aristocracy ruling in the midst of a subject people of far inferior
culture. There is a wide gulf fixed between the fair-skinned
Aryans and the dark Dasyus—the name itself is contemptuous,
meaning usually ‘ demons '—whom they are conquering and en-
slaving. This distinction of colour marks the first step in the
devclopment of the caste-system, which afterwards attained to
a degree of ‘rigidity and complexity unparalleled elsewhere in
the history of the world.

The conquerors themselves are called comprehensively ‘ the
five peoples’; and these peoples are divided into a number of
tribes, some of whom are to be traced in later Indian history.
The Aryan tribes were not always united against the people of
the land, but sometimes made war 5mong themselves. Each
tribe was governed by a king; and the kingly office was usually
hereditary, but sometimes, perhaps, elective. As among other
Indo-European peoples, the constitution of the tribe was
modelled on that of the family; and the king, as head, ruled
with the aid and advice of a council of elders who represented
1ts various branches. Thus, the state of society was patriarchal :
but. 1t was no longer nomadic. The people lived in villages, and
their chief occupations were pastoral and agricultural.

In war, the chief weapons were bows and arrows, though
swords, spears, and battle-axes were also used. The army con-
sisted of foot-soldiers and charioteers. The former were pro-
bably marshalled village by village and tribe by tribe as in
ancient Greece and Germany, and as in Afghanistan. The War-
chariots, which may have been used only by the nobles, carried
two men, a driver and a fighting man who stood on his left.

In the arts of peace considerable progress had been made.

.
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The skill of the weaver, the carpenter, and the smith furnish
many a simile in the hymns. The metals chiefly worked were
gold and copper. It is doubtful if silver and iron were known
in the age of the Rig-veda.

Among the favourite amusements were hunting, chariot-
races, and games of dice—the last mentioned a sad snare both
in Vedic times and in subsequent periods of Indian history.

The religion of the Aryan invaders of India, like that of

other ancient peoples of the same Indo-European family—
Greeks, Romans, Germans, and Slavs—was a form of nature
worship, in which the powers of the heavens, the firmament, and
the earth were deified. Thus Indra, the god of the storm, is a
giant who with his thunderbolt shatters the stronghold of the
demon and recovers the stolen cows, even as the lightning-flash
pierces the cloud and brings back the rains to earth; while Agni
(the Latin ignis), the god of fire, is manifested in heaven as the
sun, in the firmament as the lighting, and on earth as the sacrifi-
cial fire produced mysteriously from the friction of the fire-sticks.
The sacrifice is the link which connects man with the gods, who
take delight in the oblations, and, in return, shower blessings
—wealth in cows and horses, and strength in the form of stal-
wart sons—on the pious worshipper. There are also other
aspects of this religion. The spirits of the departed dwell in
‘the world of the Fathers, where they are dependent for their
sustenance on the offerings of their descendants; and ever lurk-
ing around man are the:demons of famine and disease, whose
insidious attacks can only be averted through the favour of the
beneficient dieties.

A certain amount of this Vedic mythology is common to
Indo-European peoples, as is proved by such equations as the
following :—

Skt. Dyaus pitar-, ‘the Sky-father'—= Gk. Zeus pater —
I([i_.at. Ju-piter=Anglo-Saxon Tiw (cf. Tiwes doeg=FEng. Tuyes-

ay).

Skt. Ushasa-, ‘the Dawn’=Gk. Eos for*Ausos=Lat. 4urora
for * Ausosa—Anglo-Saxon east-t (Eng. east).

Points of similarity with the ancient Persian religion are
numerous; and, in estimating their cogency as evidence that
the Persian and Indian Aryans dwelt together for some period
after their separation from the other branches of the Indo-
European stock, we must bear in mind the fact that the Per-
sian religion, as represented in the Avesta, is the outcome
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of the reforms of Zoroaster (660-583, B.c.) which, presumably,
did away with much of its ancient mythology. It must suffice
here to mention one striking feature which the two religions
share in common. The Vedic offerings of soma, the intoxica-
ting juice of a plant, find their exact counterpart in the Aves-
tan haoma, a word which is etymologically identical.

The hymns of the Rig-veda were the work of priestly
bards who took no small pride in their poetic skill; and, al-
though we may find much monotony in the collection, due to
the great number of hymns which are sometimes devoted to
the same topic, and numerous difficulties and obscurities,
caused chiefly by our own defective knowledge of the language
and of the period, yet the beauty and strength of many of
the hymns are such as fully to justify this pride. The prin-
ciples of scansion are determined by the number of syllables
in each line, by a cesura after the fourth or fifth syllable, and -
by quantity, as in Greek and Latin, except that the rigid
scheme of short and long is generally confined to the endings
of the lines. The commonest metres are of eight, eleven, or
twelve syllables to the line, and three or four of these lines
usually make a verse. But there are a number of other varieties,
some of them more complicated in structure,

~ The office of priest, therefore, required not only a know-
ledge of the ritual of the sacrifice, but also some skill in the
making of hymns. No doubt, originally the king of the tribe
was supreme in sacred as in secular matters; and it is possible
that certain indications of this earlier state of affairs may
still survive in the Rig-veda. But already, by a natural divi-
sion of labour the performence of the ordinary sacrifices on the
king’s behalf was in practice entrusted to a priest specially
appointed, who was called purohita (= Latin, ‘prefectus’).
This office, too, had probably become hereditary, and it tended
to grow in importance with the strengthening of the religious
tradition.

Thus, although in the early period of the Rig-veda, the
caste-system was unknown—the four castes are only definitely
mentioned in one of the latest hymns—yet the social conditions
which led to its development were already present. As we have
seen, the first great division between conquerors and conquered
was founded on colour. In fact, the same Sanskrit word, varna,
means both ‘colour’ and ‘caste’ This was the basis on which
a broad distinction was subsequently drawn between the ‘twice-
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born,’” i.e. those who were regularly admitted into the religious
community by the investiture of the sacred cord, and the servile
caste or Sudras. The three-fold divisions of the ‘twice-born’
into the ruling class (Kshatriyas), the priests (Brahmanas), and
the tillers of the soil (Vaisyas) finds its parallel in other Indo-
European communities, and indeed it seems to rcpresent the
natural distribution of functions which occurs generally in
human societies at a similar stage of advancement.

Of the more primitive inhabitants of the land the Rig-veda
teaches us little, except that they were a pastoral people pos-
sessing large herds of cattle and having as defences numerous
strongholds. Contemptuous references describe them as a dark-
complexioned, flat-faced, ‘noseless’ race, who spoke a language
which was unintelligible, and followed religious practices which
were abhorrent to their conquerors. Of all the rest of India
beyond the country of the Rig-veda we know nOthing whatever
at this period.

Of the three other Vedas two are directly dependent on
the Rig-veda. They are especially intended for the use of the
two orders of priests who took part in the sacrifices in addition
to the Hotar who recited the verses selected from the Rig-veda.
The Sama-veda, which chiefly consists of verses from the Rig-
veda ‘pointed’ for the benefit of the Udgatar or singing priest,
ha's little or no historical value. The Yajur-veda, which con-
tains the sacrificial formule to be spoken in an undertone by
the Adhvaryu, while he performed the manual portions of the
ceremony, 1s on the other hand a most important document
for the history of the period to which it belongs. It introduces
us not only to a new region, but also to a complete transforma-
tion of religious and social conditions.

The Yajur-veda marks a further advance in the trend of
Aryan civilization from the country of the North-West into
L Ll o e T geogrphy st of Ko

g . e Kurus,’ or the eastern portion of
the plain which lies between the Sutlej and the Jumna, and
Panchala, the country to the south-east between the Jumna and
the. Gange§. This region, bounded on the west by the sacred
region XVhl.Ch lay between the rivers Sarasvati (Sarsuti) and
Drishadvati (Chautang), was the land in which the complicated
system of Brahmanical sacrifices was evolved, and it was in later
times regarded with especial reverence as ‘ the country of the
holy sages,” while the first home of the Aryan invaders of India
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seems to have been almost forgotten. Kuru-kshetra is also the
scene of the great battle which forms the main subject of the
national epic, the Mahabharata. One of its capitals was
Indraprastha, the later Delhi, which became the capital of the
whole of India under the Mughal emperors, and which has,
m 1912, been restored to its former proud position.

Religious and social conditions, as reflected in the Yajur-
veda, differ very widely from those of the period of the Rig-
veda. All the moral elements in religion seem to have dis-
appeared, extinguished by an elaborate and complicated system
of ceremonial which is regarded no longer as a means of worship
but as an end in itself. Sin in the Rig-veda means the
transgression of the divine laws which govern the universe: in
the Yajur-veda it means the omission—whether intentional or
accidental—of some detail in the endless succession of religious
observances which filled man’s life from birth to death. The
sacrifice had developed into a system of magic by means of
which supernatural powers might be attained; and the powers
thus gained might be used for any purpose, good or bad,
spiritual or temporal, and even to coerce the gods themselves.
In the Yajur-veda also, the earlier stages of the caste-sytem, is
cssentially the form which it bears to the present day, are
distinctly seen. Not only are the four great social divisions
hardening into castes, but a number of mixed castes also are
mentioned. Thus were: fixed the outlines of the system which
subsequently, by further differentiation according to trades,
etc., became extraordinarily complicated. The tremendous
spiritual power, which the sacrifice placed in the hands of the
priestly caste, was no doubt the cause which directly led to the
predominance of this caste in the social system.

Tht religion and the social system of the Yajur-veda
1epresent, to a great extent, the development of tendencies which
are clearly to be recognized in the Rig-veda; but they also, no
doubt, show the influence of the rcligious beliefs and the social
institutions of the earlier non-Aryan inhabitants of India; and
1t seems possible sometimes to trace this influence. To cite one
Instance only.  Snake-worship is common among primitive
peoples in India. No trace of it is to be found in the Rig-
veda, but it appears in the Yajur-veda. The presumption,
therefore, is that it was borrowed from the earlier non-Aryan
peoples.

The Atharva-veda differs from the other three in not being
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connected primarily with the sacrifices. It is generally more
popular in character than the Rig-veda. It represents the old-
world beliefs of the common people about evil spirits and the
effcacy of spells and incantations rather than the more advanced
views of the priests. Although the collection is manifestly
later in date than the Rig-veda, yet, for the history of early
civilization, it is even more valuable, since much of its subject-
matter belongs to a more primitive phase of religion. It is
especially important for the history of science in India, as its
charms to avert or cure diseases through the magical efficacy
of plants contain the germs of the later systems of medicine.

The geographical information supplied by the Atharva-
veda is not sufficient to enable us to determine the precise
locality in which it was compiled; but the tribes mentioned
in it indicate that the full extent of the two first regions occupied
by the Aryan civilization during the earlier and later Vedic
periods—the country of the Indus and the country of the
Ganges and the Jumna—was known at the time when the collec-
tion was made.

For a long period, Aryan civilization was confined within
these limits. The definitions of the whole region, and of its
chief divisions, are thus given in The Laws of Manu, a work,
In its present form, of a much later date, but undoubtedly re-
presenting the traditions from Vedic times:

Aryavarta, ‘ the country of the Aryans,’ is the district lying
!)etween the Himalaya and the Vindhya Mountains, and extend-
ing from the eastern to the western sea.

Madhya-desa, ‘the Middle Country,” is that portion of
Aryavarta, which lies between the same two mountain ranges,
and i? bounded by Vinasana (the place where the river Sarasvati
loses itself in the sand) on the west, and by Prayaga (the modern
Allahabad, where the Ganges and the Jumna meet) on the east.

Brahmarshi-desa, ‘the country of the holy sages,” includes
the territories of the Kurus, Matsyas, Panchalas and Surasenas
(f.e: 'the eastern half of the State of Patiala and of the Delhi
fhvxsmp of the Punjab, the Alwar State and adjacent territory
in Rajputana, the region which lies between the Ganges and
the Jumna, and the Muttra District in the United Provinces).

' Brahmavarta, ‘the Holy Land,” lies between the sacred
rivers Salfasvati (Sarsuti) and Drishadvati (Chautang), and may
be identified generally with the modern Sirhind. Its precise
situation is somewhat uncertain owing to the difficulty of



THE PERIOD OF THE VEDAS 27

tracing the courses of rivers in this region; for many of them
lose themselves in the sand and sometimes reappear at a distance
of several miles. That Brahmavarta formed part of Kuru-
kshetra is seen from the following verse from the Mahabharata:

“Dakshinena Sarasvatyd Drishadvatyuttarena cho
Ye wvasanti Kurukshetre, te vasanti Trivishtape”.

“Those, who dwell in Kuru-kshetra to the south of the Sarasvati and
the north of the Drisadvati, dwell in Heaven”.



CHAPTER 1V
THE PERIOD OF THE BRAHMANAS AND UPANISHADS

THE most ancient works of Indian literature, with which we
have been dealing hitherto, are almost entirely in verse. This
fact is in accordance with the general rule that poetry precedes
prose in the development of literature. The only prose to be
found in the Vedas occurs in some versions of the Yajur-veda,
where a sort of commentary is associated with the verse portions.
From this point of departure, we may trace the growth of a
large prose literature of a similar character. Each of the Vedas
was handed down traditionally in a number of priestly schools
devoted entirely to its study, and each of these schools pro-
duced in the course of time its own particular text-book, in the
form of an elaborate prose treatise, intended to explain to the
priest. the mystical significance of that portion of the sacrificial
ceremony which he was called upon to perform. These trea-
tises are styled Brahmanas or ‘religious manuals.” Their con-
tents are of the most miscellaneous character; but they may be
classified broadly under three categories:— (1) directions (vidhi),
(2) explanations (arthavada), and (3) theosophical specula-
tions (upanishad). The last were, as we shall see, developed
more fully in a special class of works bearing the same title.
The Brahmanas presuppose an intimate acquaintance with the
very complicated ritual of the sacrifice; and they would have
been unintelligible to us, if we had not fortunately also pos-
sessed the later ‘Siitras,” in which each separate branch of Vedic
lore is minutely explained.

‘The Brahmanas are priestly documents in the narrowest and
most exclusive sense of the term. At first sight, their contents
would seem to be the most hopeless possible form of historical
material. It is only incidentally and accidentally that they
a.ﬂ"ord any insight whatever into the political and social condi-
tions of the country and the period to which they belong, They
give an utterly one-sided view even of the religion. But re-
ligion had other and nobler aspects even in this priest-ridden
age, and the memorial of these is preserved in the Upanishads.

Nevertheless, there are found embedded in the Brahmanas
a number of old-world legends which supply valuable evidence
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for the history of primitive human culture. For instance, a
reminiscence of the far distant period, in which human sacrifices
prevailed, is to be seen in a story told in the Aitareya Brahmana
(VIL. iii) of the Rig-veda, about a Brahman lad named
Sunahsepa, who was about to be sacrificed to the god Varuna,
when the god himself appeared and released him. Another
story in the same Brahmana (II. i) illustrates the stages of
transition from human sacrifice, in which at first some animal,
and subsequently a cake made of rice, was in ordinary practice
substituted for the human victim.

Occasionally also some valuable information as to the social
and political state of India may be gleaned {rom the Brahmanas.
The coronation ceremonies referred to in the eighth book of
the Aitareya Brahmana show how completely the priestly caste
had, in theory at least, gained supremacy over the kingly caste.
The same book, moreover, shows an extension of the
geographical horizon, for it mentions by name a number of the
peoples of Southern India. It also records the kingly titles
used in different regions of India; and these titles seem to show
that, at this early period, the most diverse forms of government
ranging from absolute monarchies to self-governing (svaraj)
communities were to be found. This interpretation would
certainly be in accordance with what we know from the inscrip-
tions and other historical sources of a later date. The interesting
fact, that the Brahmanical religion did not include all the
tribes of Aryan descent, is gathered from the account given in
the Tandya Brahmana of certain sacrifices (the wvratya-stomas),
which were performed on the admission of such Aryans into
the Brahman community. The description of these non-
Brahmanical Aryans—"they pursue neither agriculture nor
commerce; their laws are in a constant state of confusion; they
speak the same language as those who have received Brahmanical
consecration, but nevertheless call what is easly spoken hard
to pronounces '—shows that they were freebooters speaking the
Prakrits or dialects allied to Sanskrit.

__For the student of language the Brahmanas possess the
highest interest. They are perfect mines of philological speci-
mens. ‘They show a great variety of forms which are
transitional between the language of the Rig-veda and the later
Classical Sanskrit; and as being, together with the prose portions
of the Yajur-veda, the oldest examples of Indo-European prose,

*Trans. in Waber, Ind. Lit., p. 67.
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they afford materials for the study of the development from its
very beginnings of a prose style and of a more complicated
syntax than is feasible in ordinary verse. Thus we find, existing
side by side in India at the same period, an ancient poetry, no
longer primitive in character but elaborated by many genera-
tions of bards, and a rudimentary prose, which often reminds
us of the first attempts of a child or an uneducated person to
express his thoughts in writing. :

The geography of the Brahmanas is generally the land of
the Kurus and Panchalas, ‘ the country of the holy sages’; but
at times it lies more to the west or more to the east of this
region. The Satapatha Brahmana is especially remarkable for
its wide geographical outlook. Some of its books belong to the
first home of the Aryan invaders in the north-west. In others
the scene changes from the court of Janamejaya, king of the
Kurus, to the court of Janaka, king of Videha (Tirhut or N.
Bihar). The legend of Mathava, king of Videgha (the older
form of Videha), in the first book, indicates the progress of
Brahmanical culture from the ‘Holy Land’ of the Sarasvati,
first into Kosala (Oudh), and then over the river Sadanira
(probably the Great Gandak, a tributary -of the Ganges) which
formed its boundary, into Videha.

The Satapatha Brahmana supplies an important link in
the history of religion and literature in India; for it is closely
connected with Buddhism on the one hand, and with the ancient
Sanskrit epics on the other. Many of the terms which sub-
sequently became characteristic of Buddhism, such as arkat
“saint’ and sramana ‘ ascetic,”’ first occur in the Satapatha; and
among the famous teachers mentioned in it are the Gautamas,
the Brahman family whose patronymic was adopted by the
Kshatriya family in which Buddha was born. It was to
Janamejaya, king of the Kurus, that the story of one of the great
¢pic poems—the Mahabharata—is said to have been related;
while Janaka, king of Vedha, is probably to be identified with
Janaka, the father of Sita, the heroine of the other great epic
the Ramayana, ’
. Such are some of the comparatively few features of general
interest which relieve the dreary monotony of the endless
ritualistic and liturgical disquisitions of the Brahmanas. As
we have seen, the kind of religion depicted in the Brahmanas
is absolutely mechanical and unintelligent. The hymns from
the Rig-veda are no longer used with any regard to their sense
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but verses are taken away from their context and strung together
fantastically, because they all contian some magical word, or
kecause the scheme of their metres, when arranged according
to the increasing or decreasing number of syllables, resembles
a thunderbolt wherewith the sacrificer may slay his foes, or for
some other equally valid reason. Such a system may have been
useful enough to secure the supremacy of the Brahmans and to
keep the common people in their proper place; but it is not
to be imagined that it can ever have satisfied the intellectual
aspirations of the Brahmans themselves; and, as a matter of
fact, there has always been in India a broad distinction between
a ‘religion of works,’ intended for the common people and for
the earlier stages in the religious life, and a ‘religion of know-
ledge’ which appealed only to an intellectual aristocracy.
Certain hymns of reflection in the Rig-veda and the Atharva-
veda show that the cternal problems of the existence and the
nature of a higher power, and of its relation to the universe
and to man, were already filling the thoughts of sages even at
this early period; and, as we have seen, theosophical speculation
finds its place even in the Brahmanas. It is, however, specially
developed in certain treatises, called Upanishads, which usually
come at the end of the Brahmanas, separated from them by
Aranyakas or ‘forest-books,” which are transitional in character
as in position. Thus the whole of Vedic literature, which is
comprehensively styled sruti or ‘revelation’ as distinguished
from the later smriti or ‘tradition,’” falls into two great classes.
The Vedas and Brahmanas belong to the ‘religion of works,’
and the Aranyakas and Upanishads to the ‘religion of
knowledge.’

A similar principle of division applies also to the four
asramas, or religious stages, into which the life of the Brahman
is theoretically divided. In the first, he lives as a pupil in the
family of his guru and learns from him the sacred texts and the
sacr?ﬁcial procedure; in the second, he marries and brings up a
family, religiously observing all the domestic rites; in the third,
after he has seen the face of his grandson, he goes forth into the
forest, either accompanied by his wife or alone, to live the life
of an anchorite; and in the fourth, he abandons all earthly ties
and fleVOteS _himself to meditation on the atman or ‘Supreme
Soul.” In this way, his life is divided between the religion of

works” in the two first, and the *religion of knowledge’ in the
two last stages,
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The Upanishads, with which the philosophical hymns of
the Rig-veda and the Atharva-veda are closely connected in
spirit, lead us into the realm of what we should call philosophy
rather than religion. But the two have never been separated
in India, where the latter has always been regarded as the
necessary preparation for the former. Orthodoxy consists in
the unquestioning acceptance of the social system and the reli-
gious observances of Brahmanism. Beyond this, speculation is
free to range without restriction, whether it lead to pantheism,
to dualism, or even to atheism.

The Upanishads are not systematic. They contain no
orderly expositions of metaphysical doctrine. They give no
reasons for the views which they put forth. They are the work
of thinkers who were poets rather than philosophers. But
nevertheless they contain all the main ideas which formed the
germs of the later systems of philosophy, and are, therefore, of
the utmost importance for the history of Indian thought,

The object of the * religion of knowledge’ is neither earthly
happiness nor the rewards of heaven. Such may be the fruits
of the ‘religion of works.” But, according to Indian ideas, the
joys of earth and of heaven are alike transient. They may be
pursued by the man of the world who mistakes appearances for
realities; but the sage turns away from them, for he knows that,
as the result of works, the human soul is fast bound in a chain
of mundane existences, and that it will go on from birth to
birth, whether in this world or in other worlds, its condition in
cach state of existence being determined by the good or evil
deeds performed in previous existences. His sole aim, therefore,
is to obtain mukti, or ‘release, from this perpetual succession
of birth and rebirth. This release can only be obtained by
‘right knowledge,” that is to say, by the full realization of the
fact that there is no existence, in the highest and only true
sense of the term, except the atman or the ‘World-Soul’ In
reality everything is the atman and the atman is everything.
There is no second being.’ All that seems to us to exist besides
the atman is ‘appearance’ or ‘illusion.” It is some disguisc
of the atman, due merely to a change in name and form. Just
as all the vessels which are made of clay, by whatever names
they may be called and however many different forms they may
assume, are in reality only clay, so everything, which appears
to us to have an independent existence, is really only a modifica-
tion of the atman. There is, therefore, no essentia] difference
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between the soul of the individual and the ‘World Soul.” The
complete apprehension of this fact constitutes the ‘ right know-
ledge,” which brings with it ‘ release’ from the circle of mundane
existences, which are now clearly seen to be apparent only and
not real.

This pantheistic doctrine, which forms the main, but by
no means the exclusive, subject of the Upanishads, was, at a
later period, developed with marvellous fulness and subtilty in
the Vedanta system of philosophy. Its influence has been more
potent than any other in moulding the spiritual and intellectual
life of India even down to the present day.

The evidence of language shows that the earliest
Upanishads, which are also the most important, belong to the
period of the later Brahmanas. Regarded as sources for the
history of religion and civilization in India, these two classes of
words supplement and correct each other. The Brahmanas
represent the ceremonial, and the Upanishads the intellectual,
phase of religion; and the social aspects of these two phases stand
in striking contrast. While the performance of the sacrifice,
with all its complicated ritual, remained entirely in the hands
of the priestly caste, members of the royal caste and even learned
ladies joined eagerly in the discussions, which were held at royal
courts, concerning the nature of the atman, and acquitted them-
selves with distinction. Thus the far-famed Brahman, Gargya
Balaki, came to Ajatasatru, the king of Kasi (Banaras), and,
having heard his words of wisdom, humbly begged that he might
be permitted to become his pupil; while the ladies Gargi and
Maitreyi discoursed concerning these deep matters, on perfectly
equal terms, with Yajnavalka, the great rishi of the court of
Janaka, king of Videha. The time of the Upanishads was, in fact,
one of great spiritual unrest, and of revolt against the forma-
lism and exclusiveness of the Brahmanical system. In this
revolt the royal caste played no unimportant part; and, as we
shall see in the next chapter, the leaders of the two chief religi-

ous reforms, known as Jainism and Buddhism, were both scions
of princely families.

F3



CHAPTER V

THE RISE OF JAINISM AND BUDDHISM

WrTH the rise of Jainism and Buddhism we enter the period of
Indian history for which dates, at least approximately correct,
are available. We are no longer dependent for our chronology
on an estimate of the length of time required for the evolution
of successive phases of thought or language.

These two religions differ from the earlier Brahmanism in
so far as they repudiate the ‘religion of works’ as inculcated in
the Vedas and the Brahmanas. That is to say, they deny the
authority of the Vedas and of the whole system of sacrifice and
ceremonial which was founded on the Vedas; and in so doing
they place themselves outside the pale of Brahman orthodoxy.
On the other hand, their fundamental ideas are substantially
those of the ‘religion of knowledge’ as represented in the
Upanishads. These ideas are, in fact, the postulates on which
all Indian religions and all Indian philosophies rest. They
hold, one and all, that the individual soul is fast bound by the
power of its own karma or ‘actions’ to a continuous series of
birth and re-birth which need never end; and the object of one
and all is to find out the way by which the soul may be freed
from the bonds of this unending mundane existence. They
differ from one another, partly in regard to the means whereby
this fredom may be obtained, and partly in their views as to
the nature of the universe and of the individual soul, and as
to the existence or non-existence of some being or some first
cause corresponding to the Atman or ‘World-Soul’ of the
Upanishads.

Vardhmana Jnataputra, the founder of Jainism, called by
by followers Jina (hence the epithet ‘Jain’) ‘the Conqueror’
or Mahavira ‘the Great Hero,’ probably lived from about 599
to 527 B.c. As his surname denotes, he was a scion of the
Kshatriya or princely tribe of Jnatas, and he was related to
the royel family of Vaisali (Basarh) in Videha (Tirhut). His
system of teachings, as it has come down to us, is full of meta-
physical subtilties; but, apart from these, its main purpose,
summed up in a few words, is to free the soul from jts mundane
fetters by means of the ‘three jewels’,—a term also used in Bud-
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dhism, but in a different sense—viz. ‘right faith,’ ‘right know-
ledge,” and ‘right action,’ each of these headings being divided
and sudivided into a number of dogmas or rules of life.

The Jains still form a wealthy and important section of
the community in many of the large towns, particularly in
Western India, where their ancestors have left behind them an
abiding record in the beautiful temples of Gujarat. They
have also played a notable part in the civilization of Southern
India, where the early literary development of the Kanarese
and Tamil languages was due, in a great measure, to the
labours of Jain monks.

The founder of Buddhism—the Buddha or ‘Enlightened’
as he was called by his disciples—was Siddhartha, whose date
was probably from about 563 to 483 B.c. He- belonged to the
Kshatriya tribe of Sakyas, and so is often styled ‘Sakyamuni,’
the sage of the Sakyas; but, in accordance with a practice which
prevailed among the Kshatriyas, he bore a Brahman surname,
Gautama, borrowed from one of the ancient families of Vedic
Rishis. The Sakays ruled over a district in what is now known
as the Western Tarai of Nepal; and, at Buddha’s period, they
were feudatories of the king of Kosala (Oudh). In recent
years some most interesting archaological discoveries have been
made in this region, perhaps the most interesting of all being
the inscribed pillar which was erected, c. 244 B.c., by the Bud-
dhist emperor Asoka to mark the spot where the Buddha was
born.

Buddha shared the pessimism of his period, the literature
of which constantly reminds us of the words of the Preacher—
‘Vanity of vanities: all is vanity’—and he sought a refuge from
the world and a means of escape from existence, first in the
doctrine of the Atman, as set forth in the Upanishads, and sub-
sequently in a system of the severest penance and self-mortifi-
cation. But neither of these could satisfy him; and after a
perigd of meditation he propounded his own system, which in
its simplest form is comprised in the four headings of his first
sermon at Banaras :—*sorrow : the cause of sorrow : the removal
of sorrow: the way leading to the removal of sorrow.” That
is to say, all existence is sorrow; this sorrow is caused by the
craving of the individual for existence, which leads from birth
to re~b1rtl}; this sorrow can be removed by the removal of its
cause ; Ehls‘ removal may be effected by following the eight-fold
path, viz. ‘right understanding,’ ‘right resolve, ‘right speech,
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‘right action,” ‘right living:' ‘right effort,’ ‘right mindfulnf:ss,’ and
‘right meditation.’” It w1ll. be seen, .then,’that the 'exg}}t-folc%
path’ of Buddhism is essentially 1dent1§al with the ‘three jewels
of the Jains, and that both of them differ fr9m the Upanishads
chiefly in substituting a practical rule of life for an abstract
‘right knowledge,’ as the means whereby ‘freedom’ may be
secured. . :

Jainism and Buddhism also differ materially from Brah-
manism in their organization. Brahmanism is strictly confined
to the caste-system, in which a man’s social and religious duties
are determined once and for all by his birth. Jainism and
Buddhism made a wider claim to universality. In theory, all
distinction of castes ceased within the religious community. In
Practice, the firmly established social system has proved too
Strong for both religions. It is observed by the Jains at the
Present day, while, in India itself, it has reabsorbed the Bud-
dhists many centuries ago. Brahmanism is not congregational.
Its observances consist partly of caste-duties performed by the
individual, and partly of sacrifices and ceremonies performed
for his special benefit by priests. In ancient times there were,
therefore, no Brahman temples. Jainism and Buddhism were,
on the contrary, both congregational and monastic. One strik-
Ing result of this difference is that the most ancient monuments
of India teach us a great deal about the Jains and Buddhists
and little or nothing about the Brahmans. The one-sided im-
Pression, which the comparative lack of this important species
of evidence for the earliest history of Brahmanism is apt to
Produce, must be corrected from a study of the literature,

The language of Brahmanism is always and everywhere
Sanskrit, The language of the Jain and Buddhist scriptures is
that of the particular district or the particular period to which
the different books or versions belong.

Buddhism disappeared entirely from India Proper at the
end of the twelfth century A.D., but is still flourishes a¢ the
1.10rth<?m and southern extremities, in Nepal and Ceylon. From
1ts original home it has extended far and wide into Eastern
]ezlt?; and its.ancient books are preserved .in four great col

ns:—Pali (in Ceylon, Burma, and Siam), Sanskrit (in
Nepal, Tibetan, and Chinese.

. Thus both Jainism and Buddhism arose and flourished
originally in the same region of India, viz. the djistricts to the
east of the ‘Middle Country,” including the ancient kingdoms



JAINISM AND BUDDHISM

of Kosala, Videha, and Magadha, i.e. the modern Oudh together
with the old provinces of Tirhut and S. Bihar in Western
Bengal. They spread subsequently to other regions, and for
many centuries divided the allegiance of India with Brahma-
nism.

Both religions produced large and varied literatures, sac}‘ed
and secular, which are especially valuable from the historical
point of view, as they represent traditions which are, presum-
ably, independent of one another and of Brahmanism. We
may, therefore, reasonably believe in the accuracy of a state-
ment if it is supported by all the three available literary sources,
Brahman, Jain, and Buddhist, since it is almost certain that
no borrowing has taken place between them. The chief diffi-
culty which the historian finds in using these materials lies in
the fact that the books in their present form are not original.
They are the versions of a later age; and it is not easy to deter-
mine to what extent their purport has been changed by subse-
quent additions or corrections, or by textual corruption.

This remark is especially true of some of the Brahman
sources. For instance, the ancient epic poems, the Mahabha-
rata and the Ramayana, and the Puranas or ‘old-world stories’
are undoubtedly, in their present form, many centuries later
than the date of some of the events which they profess to record,
and their evidence, therefore, must be used with caution. But
it can scarcely be questioned that much of their substance is
extremely ancient, although the form in which it is expressed
may have undergone considerable change in the course of ages.

The Mahabharata, or ‘great poem of the descendants of
Bharata,” consists of about 100,000 couplets usually of thirty-
two syllables each. That is to say, if reckoned by the number
of syl'lables, it is about thirty times as long as Milton’s ‘Paradise
:;osc;;) w(i)tﬁht'hzbg;t' a fifth o!:' d:ti;s mass has anything whatever
the Pandus. Al the reet 1s made ap o between the Kurus and
ed stories, or philes re;l . 1slma e up of episodes, or disconnect-
‘hat the Mahal?haratop ica poezlns. Thf:re can be. no doubt
turies; and criticig a’I:S Facee ; i ‘th'e v of o
stages in its growe }Iln 35 succeeded in dlsfmgushmg various
S clate to these i esan in assigning certain probable hml.ts
torical groun dWOrkg ofi it must suffice here to say that the his-
wwar at 3 remote periodﬁ) et story t.l_xll»,vould seem to be an actual
pandus, whose history is oeb ;veen. e well-known Kurus and Ehe

cure ; and that an epic poem, which
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forms the nucleus of the present Mahabharata, was put together
at least as early as the fourth century B.c. from traditional war
songs founded on events which took place at a much earlier
date.

While the Mahabharata belonged originally to the ‘Middle
Country,’ the Ramayana belongs rather to the districts lying
to the east of this region. As its title denotes, it celebrates ‘the
story of Rama,” a prince of the royal lkshvaku family of Kosala
(Oudh), and its heroine is his faithful wife Sita, daughter of
Janaka, king of Videha (Tirhut). Unlike the Mahabharata,
the Ramayana is, on the whole, probably the product not only
of one age but also of one author, Valmiki. It is not entirely
{ree from more recent additions; but the main poem forms
one consistent whole, and such indications of date as can be
found seem to show that it was composed probably in the fourth
or third century B.c. As we have seen, some of its characters
appear to be far more ancient to be mentioned in the
Upanishads.

There can be .no doubt that, originally at least, the ancient
epics belonged rather to the Kshatriyas than to the Brahmans.
Their scenes are courts and camps, and their chief topics the
df:eds of kings and warriors. Their religion is that of the
kingly caste. Among their deities, Indra, who was especially
thf: sovereign lord of the kings of the earth, stands most pro-
minent, and the future reward which awaits their heroes for
tl}e faithful discharge of kingly duty is a life of material hap.
piness in Indra’s heaven. Their language is neither that of the
Brahmanas and Upanishads, nor that which is known as Classi.
cal Sanskrit. It is less regular and more popular in character
than either of these; and like all poetical languages it preserves
many archaisms. We can scarcelv be wrong in supposing that
this epic Sanskrit was formed by the ministrels who wandered
from court to court singing of wars and heroes. At a later date,
whiin the supremacy of. the Bra.h'rnan caste was firmly established,
no doubt a more definitely religious tone was given to the epics.
The hl.St'Ory of the Mahabharata, in fact, seems to show such
a transition from g purely epic to a didactic character. Origi-
na.ll.y the story of a war, such as would appeal chiefly to the
military caste, it has become through the accretions of ages—
the work, no doubt, of Brahman editors—j vast encyclopzdia
of Brahmanical lore,

Closely connected in character with the Mahabharata are
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the Puranas. The word purana means ‘ancient’; and the title is
justified by the nature of the contents of the cighteen long Sans-
krit poems which are so called. These consist chiefly of legendary
accounts of the origin of the world and stories about the deeds
of gods, sages, and monarchs in olden times. Works of this
description and bearing the same title are mentioned in the
Atharva-veda and in the Brahmanas. This species of literature
must, therefore, be extremely old, and there can be do doubt
that much of the subject-matter of the early Puranas has been
transmitted to the later versions. But, in their present form, the
Puranas are undoubtedly late, since some of the dynasties which
they mention are known to have ruled in the first six centuries
of the Christian era. Together with these, however, they men-
tion others which belong to the last six centuries B.c., and others
again which they attribute to a far more remote antiquity. It
is evident that the Puranas have been ‘brought up to date’ and
wilflly altered so frequently, that their ancient and modern
clements are now often inextricably confuised.

In theory, these ‘family genealogies (vamsanucharita) cons-
titute one of the five essential features of a Purana; they are
supposed to form part of the prophetic description given by
some divine or semi-divine personage, in a far remote past, of
the ages of the world to come and of the kings who are to appear
on earth. They are, therefore, invariably deilvered in the future
tense. Such lists are absent from many of the modern versions,
but, where they do occur, there can be no doubt that they were
originally historical. Occasionally they give not only the names
of the kings, but also the number of years in each reign and in
each dynasty. The information whijch they supply is support-
ed, to some extent, by the literatures of the Jains and Buddhists,
and, to some extent, by the evidence of inscriptions and coins.
But, in the course of time, these lists have become so cOrTupt,
Hartl’y through textual errors, and partly through the ‘correc
ELOeI;rS a::i z}dditic.ms oif editors, Fhat, as they stand at pr?sent,
A either in agreement with one another nor consistent
in t €mselves. Nevertheless, the source of many of their errors
15 easily discovered ; and it is quite possible that, when these
€r7ors have been removed from the text by critical editing, many

of the.appf"em discrepancies and contradictions of the Puranas
may likewise disappear.

A somewhat similar

. roblem i by the Pali
epic poems of Ceylon. Tp m is presented also by

he Dipavamsa in its present form dates
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from the fourth century A.p. and the Mahavamsa from the sixth
century A.D.; but both are almost certainly founded on tradi-
tional chronicles which were far more ancient. The professed
object of both is to record the history of Buddhism from the
earliest times, and in particular its history in the island of
Ceylon from the date of its introduction by Mahendra
(Mahinda) c. 246 B.c. to the reign of Mahasena, at the beginn-
ing of the fourth century A.p. There can be little doubt that,
when the miraculous elements and other later accretions are
removed from these chronicles, there remains a substratum of
what may fairly be regarded as history.

The period to which the earliest Jain and Buddhist lite-
rature belongs is marked by the growth of a species of compo-
sition—the Sutra—which is peculiarly Indian. It is used by
all sects alike and applied to every conceivable subject, sacred
or secular. The Sutras may, perhaps, most aptly be said to
represent the codification of xnowledge. The word means
‘thread’; and a treatise bearing the title consists of a string of
aphorisms forming a sort of analysis of some particular subject.
In this way all the different branches of learning—sacrificial,
ritual, philosophy, law, the study of language, etc—which were
treated somewhat indiscriminately in earlier works such as
Brahmanas and Upanishads were systematized. The Sutra form
was, no doubt, the result of a method of instruction which was
purely oral. The teacher, as we know from the extant Buddhist
Sutras, was wont to enunciate each step in the argument and
then to enforce it by means of parallel illustrations and by
frequent reiteration until he had fully impressed it on the
pupil’s mind. The pupil thus learned his subject as a series of
propositions, and these he remembered by the aid of short
sentences which became in the course of time more and more

urely mnemonic. The Sutras are therefore, as a rule, un-
intelligible by themselves and can only be understood with the
help of a commentary. They preserve a wonderfully complete
record both of the social and religious life and of intellectual
activity in almost every conceivable direction, but they are un-
historical in character and rarely throw any light, even inci-
dentally, on the political conditions of the times and countries
to which they belong.

All the literary sources, Brahman, Jain, and Buddhist, ar¢
in general agreement as to the chief political divisions of
Northern India in the sixth and fifth centuries, .c. The
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number of large kingdoms mentioned in the lists is usually
sixteen ; but in addition to these there were many smaller prin-
cipalities, and many independent or semi-dependent commu-
nities, some of which were oligarchical in their constitution.
The chief feature in the subsequent history is the growth of one
of the large kingdoms, Magadha (S. Bihar), which was already
becoming predominant among the nations east of the Middle
Country during Buddha’s lifetime. It eventually established
an empire which included nearly the whole of the continent
of India.



CHAPTER VI
DONIAN EMPIRES
"T'HE INDIAN DOMINIONS OF THE PERSIAN AND MACE

... isolation of India
WE have seen that the present p011t1'cal 'lto and that, in
is a comparatively modern feature in its his el;lyt’s also, which
holent times, many of the physical impedim he Farther East
1OW prevent free communication both with the en that the
and  with the West, did not exist. We haYe se A ed
results of sych communication in prehistoric times arevve e
by the certain evidence of ethnology and language. India
approach the period during which relations between e
and the West (Western Asia and Europe) are to be traced i
historjcay records, )
€ Tegion of Western Asia, which lies b_etween India
and the §€an and Mediterranean Seas, that is to say the
Te€gion whjcp, comprises the modern countries of Afghanlstap,
Ba}uchistan, Persia, and the northern privinces of Turk‘ey in
‘;\;5:;10 (Arrnenia, Asia Minor, Mesopotomia, and. §Xr1a). is
US as the site of many of the most advanced c1v1hzat1qns
of antiquj In extent, it is larger than the continent of India,
but less thay India and Burma combined. Here, as in India,
]t?lzli? P€oples of different races and languages have playeg
now Part on the stage of history; and her.e, too, now oxge an
red aNother of these peoples has, from time to time, become
?ishirc:;n ;nant among its fellows and has 531.cce(id;dt l::hc;::a?-
Of thes. S'CAt empire. As in the case of India also, ory
by € ancien civilizations has been recoverfed frqm tl}e past
vall::loderxl SCholarship. Excavations of ancient sites in th.e
regio): of the Tigris and Euphrates, and elsgwhe.re in th'lS
Cuneif; lave brought to light thousands of _Inscriptions  in
een rrm Characters, not one syllable 9f wl.ucb could have
many E?d a hundreq years ago. These inscriptions, now that
Babylon; them have been deciphered, tell. of. Assyrian and
early asl 1 civilizations which were ﬂ0urlsh1.ng at .lc.aast' as
the mg 220 B.c, and of a still earlier Sumerian civilization,
Mumen g of which seem to go back to about 4OOQ B.C.
. “Specia] interest from the point of view of Indian history
are the. Cuneiforp, inscriptions which relate to the king of
Mitanni, 5 Tanch of the Hittites established in the district of
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Malatia in Asia Minor; for we learn from them that not only
did the kings of Mitanni in the fifteenth and fourteenth centu-
ries B.C. bear Aryan names, but also that they worshipped the
deities of the Rigveda—Indra, Varuna, Mitra, and the Asvins
(the horsemen gods, the Castor and Pollux of Indian mythology),
under their Vedic title ‘Nasatya.” The precise manner in which
the kings of Mitanni and the Aryans of the Rig-veda were con-
nected must remain for the present uncertain; but, as many
ancient sites in this region are still unexplored and as only a
portion of the inscriptions already discovered have yet been pub-
lished, there seems to be no limit to the posibilities presented
by this most fertile field of archaeology, and it is not improbable
that both this and many other obscure problems may still be
solved.

That there may have been constant means of communica-
tion both by land and sea between the Babylonian Empire and
India seems extremely probable; but, although there are tradi-
tions, there is no real evidence that the sway of any of the powers
of Western Asia extended to the east as far as India, until the
time of Cyrus (558-530 2.3.), the founder of the Persian Empire,
to whom, on the authority of certain Greek and Latin
authors, is attributed the conquest of Gandhara. This geogra-
phical term usually denotes the region comprising the modern
districts of Peshawar in the N.-W. Frontier Province and Rawal-
pindi in the Punjab, but in the Old Persian inscriptions it seems
to include also the district of Kabul in Afghanistan. This pro
vince formed the eastern limit of a vast empire which, in the
reign of Cyrus included not only the whole of Western Asia as
described above, but other countries to the north of India and
Alghanistan, and in the reign of his successor Cambyses (530-
522 B.c.) also Egypt.

_Gandhara thus forms a most important link connecting
India with the West; and it holds a unique position among all
the countries of India from the fact that its history may be
traced with remarkable continuity from the times of the Rigveda
even down to the present day. 1Its inhabitants, the Gandharis,
are mentioned both in the Rig-veda and Atharva-veda; and
Qandhara appears among the countries of India in Sanskrit
literature from the period of the Upanishads onwards, in the
?arlu?st.Buddhist literature, and in the most ancient Indian
inscriptions. - It remained a Persian province for about two
centuries; and, after the downfall of the empire in 331 B.C, it,
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i i ‘India’ or ‘the country of

ith the Persian province of ‘India’ or : :

S);ge;rrlxgug'l which had been added to the empire by Darius n:t‘

1 fl after 516 B.C., came under the sway o.f Alexander thf: (ilre;he
';hrgough Gandhara and the Indian province was exercise

Persian influence, which so greatly modified the civilization of
-Western India. -
Nortglgg sources, from which our knowledge of the Indll(fﬂ;;1
dominions of the Persian Empire is derived, are of two ]:1“ @
(1) the inscriptions of King Darius I (522:486 B.C), an
Greck writers, notably Herodotus and Ctesias. .
"The historical inscriptions of Darius are at tlutee 1m]1))er.
tant centres in the ancient kingdom of Persra.—Bfahxstun,.f ol
sepolis, and Naksh-i-Rustam. They are engraved in cunel an
characters and in three languages—Old Persian, Susml{l, g
Babylonian. The Behistun inscription, cut into the sur acd s
a lofty cliff at a height of about 500 feet above the grourtl! ’t i
famous in the annals of scholarship ; for it was throug' by
publication of its Old Persian version by Sir Henry Rawlin
in 1847, th

. . t of
at the numerous difficulties in the deciphermen
the cuncif

istorical
: orm alphabet were finally overcome. The histor
Importance of these jns

. criptions lies in the fact that they Coln'
tain lists of a1 the subject peoples, and therefore indicate the
extent of the Persian Empire at the time when they were
engraved, .

The chief Object of the ‘Histories’ of Herodotus is to give
in account of the struggles between the Greeks and the Persians
during the period from 501 to 478 B.c. His third book contains
a list of the twenty ‘nomes’ or fiscal units, into which Darius
divided the empire, together with the names of the peoples in-
duded in

cach and the amount of tribute imposed. Herodotus
both confirmg and amplifies the information supplied by the
Inscriptions,

His work is by far the most valuable record of
the Persian Empire which has come down to us.

Ctesias Tesided at the Persian court for seventeen years (c.
415-398 B.CYy a5 physician during the reigns of Darius II (424-
404 B‘C--): and Artaxerxes Mnemon (404-358 B.C) He wrote
accounts both of Persia and India of which there are extent
[ragments Preserved by later writers, as well as abridgements
made by Photjus, patriarch of Constantinople, in the nin§h
Century Ap, The writings of Ctesias relating to India are, in
the form in which they have survived, descriptive of the races
and the natura) productions of the country rather than historical.
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Such information as may be gleaned from the available
sources as to the politica] history of the p.e:;s;an provinces of
Gandhara and ‘India’ may e summarizet- .

Gandhara is said to ﬁa‘iu]:e:n conquered during the reign
of Cyrus. The writers to whom we owe this mformat{or.l cer-
tainly lived several centuries after the time of Cyrus, bt;lt it is not
improbable that they may have Possesscd good authority for
their statements. In the Behjstun inscription of Darius, the
date of which is about 516 p.c,, the Gandharians appear among
the subject peoples in the Qld Persian version; but their place
is taken in the Susian and Babyloniaﬂ yersions by the I.’arupa.
raesanna. These were the inhabitants of the Paropanisus, or
Hindu Kush. As a rule, a distinction may be observcc! between
the country of the Paropanjsadae (the Kabul Valley, in Afgha-
nistan) and Gandhara, but the two names seem to be used indis-
criminately in these inscriptions, probably as denoting generally
the region which included both. In the inscriptions at Behistun
no mention is made of the ‘Indjan’ who are included with the
Gandharians in the lists of subject peoples given by tpe inscrip-
tions on the palace of Darijus at Persepolis and on his tomb at
Naksh-i-Rustam. From this fact it may be inferred that the
‘Indians’ were conquered at some date between 516 B.c. and the
end of the reign of Darius in 486 s.c. The preliminaries to this
conquest are described by Herodotus, who relates that Scylax
was first sent by Darius (probably about 510 B.C.) to conduct a
fleet of ships from one of the great tributaries of the Indus in
the Gandhara country to the sea, and to report on the tribes
living on both banks of the river.

Although it is not possible to determine the precise extent
of th.e ‘Indian’ province thus added by Darius to the Persian
Er'nplre, yet the information supplied by Herodotus indicates
with sufficient clearness that it must have included territories on
both sides of the Indus from Gandhara to its mouth, and that it
Was separated from the rest of India on the east by vast deserts
?If ;?}nd', evid.ently the present Thar or Indian Desert. The
Psn}:}r;: Province, therefore, no doubt included .the Western
dot lfs itgen€r§lly and the whole of Sind. According to Hero-
divist constituted the twentieth and the most populous fiscal

Ston of the empire and it paid the highest annual tribute
of all. "The Gandharians are placed together with three other
peoples in

the seventh division, which paid altogether less than
half that amount,
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During the reigns of Darius and his successor Xerxes took
place the Persian expeditions against Greece, the total defeat of
which by a few small states forms one of the most stirring epi-
sodes in history. The immediate cause of the war between
Persians and Greeks was the revolt, in 501 B.C., of the Greek
colonies in Ionia, the district along the western coast of Asia
Minor, which had become tributary to Persia after the defeat of
Croesus, king of Lydia by Cyrus in 546 B.c. The Ionians were
aided by the Athenians, who thus incurred the hostility of the
Persians; and, after the revolt was subdued, the Persian arms
were turned against Greece itself.

Since the Persians thus became -acquainted with the
Greceks chiefly through the Ionian colonists, they not unnatura-
}ly came to use the term Yauna ‘lonians,’ which occurs in the
inscriptions of Darius, in a wider sense to denote Greeks or
people of Greek origin generally. The corresponding Indian
forms (Skt, Yavana and Prakrit Yona), which were borrowed
from Persia, have the same meaning in the Indian literature
and inscriptions of the last three centuries before and the first
two centuries after the Christian era. At a later date, these
terms were used in India to denote foreigners generally.

Of the most powerful of the Persian expeditions against
Greece, which was accompanied by King Xerxes in person in 480
B.C., Herodotus has preserved a full account. It was made
up .of contingents sent by no fewer than forty-nine subject
nations of the Persian Empire, and it is said to have numbered
more .than two million six hundred thousand fighting men.
In this vast army both of the Persian provinces of India were
represex}ted, the Gandharians being described by Herodotus
as .bearmg bows of reed and short spears, and the ‘Indians’ as
being clad in cotton garments and bearing similar bows with
arrows tipped with iron.

'After the time of Herodotus, the history of Northern
India, as tolq by Greek writers, almost ceases until the period
when both Greece and Persia had submitted to the Macedonian
conqueror, Alexander the Great. But it is important to
remember that this lack of information is to a great extent
accxdental. and ‘due to the fact that the writings of Ctesias have
;30213’ S¥g;¥zdi Sin fragments, and that other writings have peen

. no reason to doubt that the Indian provinces
were included in the Persian Empire and continued to be
governed by jts satraps until the end. There is alsp no reason
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to doubt that during the whole of this period the Persian
Empire formed a link which connected India with Greece.
We know that the battles of the Persian king were fought, to
a very great extent, with the aid of Greek mercenaries, and that
Greek officials of all kinds readily found employment both at
the imperial court and at the courts of the satraps. At no
period in eafly history, probably, were the means of communi-
cation by land more open, or the conditions more favourable
for the interchange of ideas between India and the West.

But the event which, in the popular imagination, has,
for more than twenty-two centuries past, connected India with
Europe, is undoubtedly the Indian expedition of Alexander the
Great. He came to the throne of Macedon in 336 B.c., at the
age of twenty; and, after subduing Greece, he crossed over
the Hellespont and began the conquest of Western Asia in
334 B.c. After the defeat of the_ Persian monarch, Darius 11I
Codomannus, at the decisive battle of Gaugamela in 331 =.c,
the Persian dominions in India together with all the rest of
the empire came nominally under the sway of the conquerors.
The military campaigns which followed had, as their ostensible
object, the vindication of the right of conquest and the conso-
lidation of the empire thus won.

The route by which Alexander approached India passed
through the Persian provinces of Aria (Herat in North-Western
Afghanistan), Drangjana (Seistan, in Persia, bordering on South-
Western Afghanistan), and Arachosia (Kandahar in South-
Eastern Afghanistan), and thence into the country of the Paro-
panisadae (the Kabul Valley, the province of East Afghanistan
which adjoins the present North-Western Frontier Province).
Here, in the spring of 329 B.c., he founded the city of Alex-
andria-sub-Caucasum, ‘Caucasus’ being the name which the
Greeks gave to the Paropanisus (Hindu Kush), the great chain
of mountains which in ancient times separated India from
Bactria, and which now divides Southern from Northern Afgha-
nustan.  This city Alexander used as his base of operations; and
her}ce he made a series of campaigns with the object of sub-
duing the Persian provinces which lay to the north—Bactria
(Balkh) and Sogdiana (Bukhara). On his return to the city
whlcl} he had founded, he began to make preparations for the
invasion of India in the summer of 327 B.c.

If we reckon from this time to the actual date of Alexan-
der’s departure from India in the autumn of 325 B.C., the
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total duration of the campaign in India, that is to say the Kabul
Valley, the North-Western Frontier Province, the Punjab, and
Sind, was about two years and three months. As has been
observed, this period is unique in the history of Ancient India
in so far as it is the only one of which detailed accounts have
come down to us.

The names are recorded of about twenty Greck writers,
who are known to have composed histories of this campaign.
Some of them actually accompanied Alexander, while the others
were his contemporaries. But all their works without excep-
tion have perished. We, however, possess five different accounts
of Alexander and his exploits by later authors to whom these
original records were accessible. Of these the two most im-
portant are Arrian and Curtius.

Arrian, who was born about 90 A.p. and died in the reign
of the Roman Emperor, Marcus Aurelius (161-180 A.p.), wrote
in Greek an account of Alexander’s Asiatic expedition, called
the ‘Anabasis of Alexander’ which was modelled on the ‘Ana-
basis’ of Xenophon, and also a book on India, which was

founded on the work of Megasthenes and intended to supple-

ment the account of Ctesias. Arrian is our most trustworthy
authority,

Q. Curtius Rufus, whose date is somewhat doubtful,
Wrote a work on the exploits of Alexander which has, with some
Probability, been assigned to the reign of Claudius (41-54 A.p)).
Th1§ historical biography has been more praised for its literary
merits than for its accuracy.

4 The difficulties, which the reader encounters in his en-
ea

ﬂ\lfours to trace the progress of Alexander’s campaign in India
w

1th the aid of these and other classical authorities,

. are very
Considerab]e,

In the early stages of the campaign, the military
OPerations of Alexander and his generals were carried out in
the mountainous disticts of Afghanistan and the North-Western
Froptier Province which lie between Kabul and the ypdus.
Thls. region, :then as now, was inhabited by numerous
Warlike tribes living in a perpetual state of feud with
ON€ another. * Even to the present day much of its
8€Ography s scarely known to the outer world,

8hts with warlike tribes and the sieges of remote mountain
S;itrongholds, which the historians of Alexander describe in
€tail

diting find their parallels in the accounts of the military expe
1tions, which the Indian government is obliged to send from

The
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time to time to quell disturbances on the North.Westeﬂ;
Fronticr. Even now it is scarcely possible to follow the Co‘frél
of such cxpeditions, as described in books or newspapers: W
oui the aid of special military sketch-maps drawn t© 2 .L%ge
scale. The difficulty is greatly increased when our only guides
are ancient records, in which the identification of place-ames
with their modern representatives is often uncertain. T.hus,
to cite perhaps the most striking instance of this uncertainty,
no episode in Alexander’s career has been more famous through
the ages than his capture of the rock Aornos, 2 stronghold
which was fabled to have defied all the efforts of Hercules
himself, and no subject has attracted more attention on tpc
part of students of Indian history than the identification of its
present site; but, in spite of all the learning and ingenuity
which have been brought to bear on the point during the last
seventy years, the geographical position of Aornos still remains
to be decided.

Early in the spring of 326 B.c, Alexander and his army
passed over the Indus, probably by means of a bridge of boats
at Ohind, about sixteen miles above Attock, into the territories
of the king of Taxila, who had already tendered his submission.
Taxila (Sanskrit Takshasila), the capital of a province of
Gandhara, was famous in the time of Buddha as the great
university town of India, and is now represented by miles of
ruins in the neighbourhood of Shahdheri in the Rawalpindi
District. From this city Alexander sent a summons to the
neighbouring king, Porus, calling upon him to surrender. The
name, or rather title, ‘Porus,” probably represents the Sanskrit
Paurava, and means °‘the prince of the Purus,’ a tribe who
appear in the Rig-veda. Porus, who ruled over a kingdom
situated between the Hydaspes (Jhelum) and the Acesines
(Chenab), returned a defiant answer to the summons, and pre-
pared to oppose the invaders at the former river with all his
forces. The ensuing battle, in which the Macedonian forces
finally prevailed, is the most celebrated in the history of
Alexander’s Indian campaign. Mis conquests were subse-
quently cxtended, first to the Hydraotes (Ravi), and then
to the HYPhal.sis (Beas), which marks their limit in an easterly
direction. His soldiers refused to go farther, in spite of the
eagerness of their leader.

] Beycl)nc‘l the Beas dwelt the people whom the Greek histo-
rians call PmSlOl._’ This name is, no doubt, intended to re-
persent the Sanskrit Prachyah, ‘the Easterns’, and is a collective

r. 4
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. . try of the Ganges and
term denoting the nations of the couI; Zak of them a§ “F one
The Greek and Latin writers sP¢ i i
Jumna. : this region included a

tion; but have seem
great nation; but, as we multitude of smaller states.
number of large kingdoms and 2 . iod. a1l these king-
't is, h uit ‘ble that, at this period, all these xing
It is, however, quite possi der the suzerainty of Magadba.
doms and states were united unde€ ought face to face with
Hitherto Alexander had not been ?ironsg of India. He had
. e na . )
any great confederation of th ted the allegiance of others;
conquered some states and accep o ared i
. 1 probability, be compared in

but none of these could, in all P A . A

. . : rcat nations of Hindustan.
point of strength with any of the gre have been the result
It is useless to speculate as to what might l? o fict with
if Alexander had crossed the Beas and come ito conflict wi
the combined forces of the Prasiol. ;

After the refusal of the army tO pr’ocecil i Alexander thr <
traced his line of march to the Hydaspes (_]1(3 mf;)’ onh cl1 i
bank of which he had previously foqnded a ?‘L?— 'ugell))lzvx a. m
honour of his favourite charger, Bugegha L{b, '1)19 ably ncar
the modern town of Jhelum, on the rignt bank, mhlhc pomt
where his army had crossed the river and Nicaea, ‘the city of
victory,’ on the left bank, on the site of the battle with Porus.
At these cities Alexander collected the fleet which was to con-
vey a large portion of his forces down the rivers of the Punjab
to the mouth of the Indus, and thence through the Arabian
Sea to the head of the Persian Gulf. o

But Alexander's career of conquest in India was not
finished. He had hitherto not only reclaimed the Persian pro-
vince of Gandhara, but had annexed the wk}ole of the Northern
Punjab which lay beyond, as far as the River Beas. He now
proceeded, on his return journey, o reclaim the Persian pro-
vince of ‘India,’” viz. the Western Punjab and Sird.

he command of the fleet was entrusted to Nearchus, who
th“ﬁ Performed for Alexander a somewhat similar task to that
which, nearly two centuries before, had been undertaken by
Scylz}x at the command of Darius. Nearchus wrote an account
of his adventures which is no longer extant, but which is quoted
frequently by Arrian in his Anabasis of Alexander. The pro-
gress Qf the fleet as, protected by armies marching on either
bank, it passed down the Jhelum into the Chenab, and so into
th.e Indus, is described by the Greek and Latin historians
Wlt.h their usual minuteness. .The ordinary difficulties,
whlch. the reader finds in tracing the course of their
narrative on the map of India, are here increased by the fact
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that all the rivers of the Punjab are known to have changed
their courses. Such changes have been very considerable during
the few centuries for which accurate observations are available,
and the rivers must, accordingly, in many cases, have flowed .in
very different channels at the time of Alexander, more than
two thousand two hundred years ago. We arc, therefo.re, now
deprived, to a great extent, of the chief means by wh.mh it is
often possible to identify the modern position of ancient his-
torical sites. But, although it may not always be easy to follow
the details of the constant series of military operations which
marked the journey to the sea, the final result of these opera-
tions is certain. The conqueror of the Persian Empire had
fully established his claim to be the suzerain of the peoples
who were formely included in its ‘Indian’ province,

Before leaving India in the autumn of 325 B.c,, Alexander
had made provision for the future control of his new dominons
by the appointment of satraps to govern the different provinces.
In so doing hc was merely perpetuating the system which had
become firmly rooted in Northern India as the result of two
centuries of Persian rule. The satraps whom he selected a¢
governors in the former provinces of the Persian empire were
Greek or Persian ; while, in the case of the newly added territo-
ries, he seems, where possible, to have chosen the native Prince
as satrap. Alexander, in fact, carried into practice the tradi-
tional Indian policy recommended by Manu (vii. 202), and fol-
lowed, wherever it has been possible or expedient, by cop uer-
ing powers in India generally, both ancient and modern, that
a kingdom which had submitted should be placed in the charge
of some member of its ancient royal family. So both the kip
of Taxila, who accepted Alexander’s summons to submit, apq
Porus, who valiantly resisted, were made satraps over their gwp
dominions. Indeed, to the former dominions of Porys, Who wag
probably a ruler of exceptional ability, were added those of
some of his neighbours.

Thus, in all periods of history, local governments i Indja
have gonc on almost unchanged in spite of conquest after cop.
quest. - It was always regarded as a legitimate object of the
ambition of every king to aim at the position of a Chak"avarun
or ‘supreme monarch.’ If his neighbours agreed, so much fh
better ; but, if they resisted his pretensions, the question | e
decided by a pitched battle. In either case, the goVernmentvas
the states involved was usually not affected. The same prg of
continued to rule, and the nature of his rule did noy dep;fg
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on his. position as suzerain or vassal king. Generally speaking,
the condition of the ordinary people was not aifected, or was
only affected indirectly, by the victories or defeats of their rulers.
The army was not recruited from the tillers of the soil. The
soldier was born, not made. It was just as much the duty of
certain castes to fight, as it was the duty of others: not to fight.
War was a special department of government in which the
common people had no share.

These considerations enable us to understand why the in-
vasion of India by Alexander the Great has left no traces what-
ever in the literature or in the institutions of India. It affected
no changes either in the methods of government or in the life
of the people. It was little more than a military expedition,
the main object of which was to gratify a conqueror’s ambition
by the assertion of his suzerainty. But this suzerainty was only
effective so long as it could be enforced. In June 323 B.c, a
little more than a year after his return from India, Alexander
died at Babylon, and with his death Macedonian rule in India
ceased. His successor, Seleucus Nicator, endeavoured in vain
to re-conquer the lost possessions, ¢. 305 B.c. Before this date
all the states of North-Western India, including whatever
remnants there may have been of the military colonies estab-

lished by Alexander, had come under the sway of an Indian
suzerain.



CHAPTER VII
THE MAURYA EMPIRE

THe descriptions of Alexander’s campaign are especially valu-
able as enabling us to realize the political conditions of the
land of the Indus at this period. We may gather from Indian
literature that the political conditions of the land of the Ganges
were not widely different. Here, too, the country was divided
into a number of states varying greatly in size and power ; and
here, too, at some period between the lifetime of Buddha and
the invasion of Alexander the Great, a conquering power—but,
in this case, a native power—had succeeded in establishing a
suzerainty over its neighbours. The kingdom of Magadha
(S. Bihar) was already growing in power in Buddha’s time ; and
we are probably justified in inferring from the statements of
Alexander’s historians that its ascendancy over the Prasioi, or the
nations of Hindustan, was complete at the time of his invasion.

Soon after the return of Alexander, the throne of Magadha,
and with it the imperial possessions of the Nanda dynasty,
passed by a coup d’etat into the hands of an adventurer whom
the Greek and Latin writers call Sandrokottos. As we have seen,
the identification of this personage with the Chandragupta,
who is well known from Indian literature, and whose story,
at a later date, formed the subject of a Sanskrit historical play
called the Mudra-rakshasa, supplied the first fixed point in the
chronology of Ancient India.

Chandragupta, whose surname Maurya is supposed to be
derived from the name of his mother, Mura, is the first histori-
cal founder of a great empire in India. As king of Magadha he
succeeded to a predominant position in Hindustan ; and, with-
in a few years of Alexander’s departure from India, he had
gained possession also of the North-Western region. The
empire which he established included therefore the whole of
Northerp India lying between the Himalaya and Vindhya
Mountams, together with that portion of Afghanistan which
lies south of the Hindu Kush. We have no detailed informa-
tion as to the process by which the North-Western region thus
passed from one suzerainty to another. We can only surmise
that the victorious career of Chandragupta must have resembled
that of Alexander—that some states willingly gave in their

allegiance to the new conqueror, while others did not submit
without a contest.



54 ANCIENT INDIA

on

Alexander’s death in 323 B.C. wassségilgr‘lve(‘)]‘f tl;}; :mi)irg
struggle between his generals for ltherPOat least, included the
The eastern portion which, in t_leo )i 2 tus Nicator, who took
Indian dominions, fell eventually to S¢ Ch dynasty commonly
possession of Babylon and foupdcd tscrria n 812 n.C.
known as that of the Seleucid Kings of ')d 4 India with the

About the year 305 B.C, Seleucus invace ‘hich

. C )¢ lexander which had now
object of reclaiming the conquests of A No detailed account
. pta. o ¢
passed into the power of Chandragupta. ¢ from Greek and
of this expedition is extant. We only Fnox d that he con-
Latin sources that Seleucus crossed the 1ndu5: allal' thc‘1 tcrc 1C nf
cluded with Chandragupta a trcaty of Pcacé’ b) Dariuns od
which the Indian provinces formerly hel g y art S £ atr;l
Alexander were definitely acknowledged to form patt ol the

cempire of Chandragupta. . A

pThe most imp{(;)rtpz'mt consequence of this Alrcalt.y was the
establishment of political relations between ‘th%V ingdom of
Syria, which was now the predominant power in- cstel:g {Xsm,
and the Maurya cmpire of Northern India. For a considerable
period after this date there is evidence that these political rela-
tions were maintained. The Maurya empire was acknowledged
in the West as one of the great powers; and ambassadors both
from Syria and from Egypt resided at the Maurya capital,
Pataliputra (Patna).

The first ambassador sent by Seleucus to the court of
Chandragupta was Megasthenes, who wrote an account of India
which became the chief source of information for subsequent
Greek and Latin authors. The work itself is lost, but numer-
ous fragments of it have been preserved in the form of quota-
tions by later writers, .

Among these quotations we find descriptions of very great
historical value. The capital, Pataliputra, was, according to
Megasthenes, built in the form of a large parz2llelogram 8¢
stadia long and 15 stadia wide. That is to say, the city was more
than 9 miles in length and more than 1} miles in width. Tt
was surrounded by a wall which had 570 towers and 64 gates,
and by a moat 600 feet wide and 30 cubits deep. At the present
time cxacavations are being made by the Archwlogical Survey
of India on the ancient site of Pataliputra, as the result of which
which discoveries of the highest interest may be anticipated.*

*As a result of excavations made by the Avchaeological Survey of

India after this was written, discoveries of great historical interest have
been unearthed.
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To Megasthenes also we are indebted for a detailed
account of the administration of public aftairs in this imperial
city ; and this account js supplemented and confirmed in a
very re}llarkable manner by a Sanskrit treatise on the conduct
of affairs of state, called the Artha-sastra, the authorship of
which is attributed to Chanakya, who appears as the Brahman
prime minister of Chandragupta in the Mudra-rakshasa, and
who has won for himself the reputation of having been ‘the
Machiavelli of India’ [¢ has been well said (V. A. Smith,
Early History of India, second edition, p. 119), that we are
more fully informed concerning political and municipal insti-
tutions in the reign of Chandragupta, than in that of any sub-
sequent Indian monarch until the time of the Mughal Emperor
Akbar, whq Was  contemporary with our Queen Elizabeth.

The reign of Chandragupta lasted from about 321 to 297
B.C. He' Was succeeded by a son who is called Bindusara in
Indian literature and who was probably known to Greek writers
by one of his titles as Amitrochates (Sanskrit Amitraghata),
‘the slayer of his foes.’ There is little information to be obtain-
ed about him either from Indian or from Greek sources. In
his reign another Syrian ambassador named Daimachus, sent
by Antiochus I Soter (280-261 B.c.), the successor of Seleucus,
visited the court of Pataliputra. He also wrote an account of
India, which has been lost. We therefore have no means of
judging of the truth of Strabo’s statement, when he says that
of all the Greek writers on India Daimachus ranked first in
mendacity.

Of a third ambassador, who came to India from the West
at some time during this period, we know merely the name—
Dionysius—and that he was sent from the court of Ptolemy
Philadelphus, king of Egypt (285247 B.c.).

The three ambassadors, whose names have been preserved,
are no doubt typical of a class. It is in every way probable
that constant relations were maintained between India and
the West during the period of the Maurya empire. There is
positive evidence of the continuation of such relations during
the reign of the next emperor—the most renowned of the
imperial line—Asoka, the son of Bindusara, who reigned c.
269-227 B.C.

Asoka’s fame rests chiefly on the position which he held as
the great patron of Buddhism. As such he has often been
compared to Constantine the Great, the royal patron of Roman
Christianity. The literary sources for the history of Asoka's
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reign—Brahman, Jain, and Buddhist—are indced abundant.
But his very fame has, in many cases, caused thcese materials
to assume a legendary or miraculous character. He has suffer-
ed both from the enthusiasm of friends and frgm .thc misrepre-
sentations of foes. The Buddhist accounts of l.us life have come
down to us in two great collections of religious books—those
written in Pali and preserved in Ceylon, and thosc written in
Sanskrit and preserved in Nepal. In the casc of both of these,
an undoubted substratum of fact is so much hidden by a dense
overgrowth of legend, that the historian is sorcly perplexed in
his efforts to distinguish the one from the other.

Fortunately, there exists a sources of information which is
beyond dispute—inscriptions cut into hard rocks or pillars of
stone by command of king himself, and, in many instances,
recording his own words. We have already had occasion to
speak of these wonderful inscriptions. Their object was ethical
and religious rather than historical or political. They incul-
cate good government among the rulers, and obedience and
good conduct among the governed, and these virtues as the
fruit of the observance of dhamma (Skt. dharma) or ‘duty,’ a
term which, in this case, since Asoka was a follower of Buddha,
1s probably identical with the eight-fold path of Buddhism. In
striking contrast to the inscriptions of Darius, the edicts of
Asoka were intended not to convey to posterity the record of.
conquests or of the extent of a mighty empire, but to further
the temporal and spiritual welfare of his subjects. They pro-
Clal‘m 1N 50 many words that “the chief conquest is the conquest
of ‘duty’” One material conquest—that of the kingdom of
Kah.nga—they do indeed record; but this is expressly cited as
an instance of the worthlessness of conquest by force when
g‘fm}c{:ilrefl with the conquest which comes of the performance

ty, and it is coupled with an expression of bitter regret
for the destruction and the misery which th T
Surely. - 1 ¢ 'y which the war entailed.
: Y» Imperia] edicts of this description, engraved as the
in the most per f d loat y are
length angd bll'ieacllltl;;ne?t orm an .promulgat.cd th.roughout the
of the world of a great empire, are unique in the history
ed by £ AP;GOCkUIiar interest is the inscribed pillar which was erect-
This was d? to mar}f the traditional b.lrth-.pl.ace of Buddha.
Tarai, wi 1scovered 'in 1896 at Rummindei in the Nepalese

» With every letter still as perfect as when it was first en-
graved. :The modern name of the place still continues to repre-
sent the ‘Lumbin;i’ grove of the ancient story of Buddha’s birth.
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aithough the edicts and the other insariptiopg £
’e pot historical in character, yet they supply, incidem:I
Asoka-dence of the most valuable kind for the history of the;
i
1y, €

ime. irst place, the extent of the Maurya empire ine
o In theo? Asska is indicated by their geographicEI di;rlg:f’
the rel,The y are found, usually at ancient places of Pilgrimage
o . N.W. Frontier Province in the extreme norty, of
from * “ppysore in the south, and from Kathiawar in the weg
india _th That is to say, they show that the sway of Asoka
t0 Oriss “over the whole length and breadth of the continen
exte€BT " Lith the exception of the extreme south of the .
ndia, o Penin-
of In Lis extremely probable alsq that versions of the edicts
sula- e found in Southern Afghanistan, when it is possible to
will P archzological investigations in that region,
PurSl"lrhe geographical knowledge thus gleaned is supplemented
he mention in the insqiptions of the Ppeoples living on
. thern and southern fringes of the empire. In the north
the nOl'rc arded his empire as conterminous with that of the
AsO k (Yonil) king Antiochus, that is to say, the Seleuciq kiing,
Grec pus 1I Theos (261246 B.c.). His neighbours in the ex-
Antlfé south were the rulers of the Tamil Kingdoms, four of
r CI.]::h are mentioned by name. Three of these kingdoms, which
whi be identified with certainty, played an important part in
ii::ar fndian history. The inscriptions also mention Ceylon
(T2 mbapanni)', We.are.thus, fo.r the i'!rst time in the history
India, supplied with information which would enable us to
of e some description of the geography of the whole continent
%rxvm Afghanistan to Ceylon.
© We also learn incidentally that this great empire was
governed by viceroys who ruled over large provinces in the
North-West, the South, the Fast, apd the West. The central
districts were probably .under the direct rule of the emperor at
ataliputra.
F V\‘Te find, further, evidence of the continuance of that inter-
course between India and the West, which, as we know from
Greek authorities, was maintained during the reigns of Chandra-
gupta and Biqdusna. Asoka was a zealous Buddhist, He was
not satisfied with having the ‘law of duty’ preached everywhere
among ‘his subjects and among the independent peoples of
Southern India and Ceylon ; but he states in one of his edicts
that he had sent his missionaries even into the Hellenic king-
doms of Syria, Egypt, Cyrene, Macedonia, and Epirus. He
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mentions by name the reigning sovereigns of these kmg_dofncsé'
and thereby supplies some most valuable chronological eviden ¢
for the history of his own reign, since the dates of most ©
these Hellenic kings are known with certaiity. ) .

During the reign of Asoka, Buddhism was established ‘1h
the island of Ceylon, where it still continues to flour1st
hundreds of years after it has disappeared from every part Od
the continent of India cxcept Nepal. The ruler of the islan®
at this period was Tissa (c. 247-207 p.c.) whose title Devanarly
piya, ‘dear to the gods,’ is that which is used by Asoka himsel
in his inscriptions and many possibly have been borrowed from
him. The conversion of the island to Buddhism is attribut®
by the Ceylonese chronicles to the son of Asoka, Mahinda, who
had become a Buddhist monk.

In his latter years the emperor Asoka himself became a
monk, living in seclusion at Suvarnagiri, 2 sacred mountaif
near the ancient city of Girivraja in Magadha (S. Bihar). Like
many of the Indian monarchs of old whose story is told 1
the Sanskrit cpics, he retired to devote the final stage of lif®
to religious meditation, after having first transferred the cares
of state to his heir apparent. This prince is mentioned in 20
edict which Asoka issued from Suvarnagiri, but only by his title-
We have no means of identifying him farther, or of knowing
if he succecded to the throne on the death of Asoka.

For the subsequent history of the Maurya empire, W€
have no such authorities, literary or inscriptional, as those
Z"Ot:l‘cclf}t.enszlc us to understand so fully the social and political
ASOkla lons of India during the reigns of Chandgagupta and
testim' We are once more dependent a.lmost entirely on the
o }f{ny of the Puranas and the chronicles of the Jains and
onld I1ls>ts—sources which arc only partly in agreement with
o other, and which at best afford little more than the

eI:j.oF the successors of Asoka and the length of their reigns.
M.aur 1;"0(1 ,Of the Puranas agree in the statement that the
ment );ve )n:fsty lasted for 137 years. If we accept this state-
are o iglacyo riatle tthe end of the dynasty in ct'l 184 n.c. They
Number of r\sollc)a?sesﬁgcr;:slgfsn ‘ Ei“t\lwlgl oafS ttt?e tPﬁrnames e d'lfl‘
stating that his j di . ' anas agree ! .
who ;gei . his immediate successors were a son and grandson
these isg ed each for a period of eight years. The latter of

>€ 15 probably the Dasaratha whose name occurs in some
caveinscriptions in the Nagarjuni Hills in the Gaya district
of Bihar. These inscriptions show that Dasaratha had con-
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. v sect of
tinucd the patronage which Asoka had bestowed on 2 o

, tics s, o .
Jalnlztxsic: ;Jc;ssfl;l}}:ecthzﬁjltvlie puranas may be right in recording

sok the throne of
that some six or seven chcessczginoitﬁiol;zoﬁto?nthese SUCCessors
Magadha ; but, if so, it 18 CC;n empire very greatly diminished
could only have ruled over duced to the kingdom of Magadha
in extent or, perhaps, even redu
out of which it had grown. 1 the past history of India to

It is interesting in reviewing b he b £ th ler

trace a remarkable continuity of policy on the part of the Tuicts
of whatever nationality who ‘havc §ucc§eded n wgldmg o
gether this great congeries of widely dlﬁermfg,r races ém t(l)ngu.e;..
The main principles of govcrnmcm have remained unc hange
throughout ages. Such as they were under the Maurya emplrt.?i
so they were inherited by the Mubmpmadan rulers and by their
successors the British. These principles arc based on the rc-
cognition of a social system which depends ultimately on a self-
organized village community- Local.gowiern.nucr{t. thus for.ms
the very basis of all political systems 1n .Indna. I‘he grouping
of village communitics into Statcs, and the grouping of states
into empires has left the social system “nfhﬂ“_ng- {Xll govern-
ments have been obliged to recognize an mﬁl.ngc variety among
the governed of social customs and of religious beliefs, too
firmly grounded to admit of interference. Thus the idea of
religious toleration which was of slow growth in Europe was
accepted in India generally from the earhes.t times. All religious
communitics were alike under the protection of the sovereign ;
and inscriptions plainly show that, when the government
changed hands, the privileges granted to religious communities
were ratified by the new sovereign as a matter of course. In a
special edict devoted to the subject of religious toleration
Asoka definitely says that his own practice was to reverence all
sects. In this edict he deprecates the habit of exalting one’s
own views at the expense of others, and admits that different
people have different ideas as to what constitutes ‘duty”
(dhlfrmfl). Such has been the attitude of enlightened rulers of
}Tndla In all ages, Instances of religious persecution have,
indeed, not been wanting in India; but the tolerant policy of
Asoka was that of the most capable and farseeing of the
Muhamma‘ld.an rulers such as Akbar and it has always been that
of the I}rmsh. government, which, like Asoka, has only inter-
fered with religion when it has entailed practices which conflict
with the ordinary principles of humanity.



CHAPTER VIII
INDIA AFTER THE DECLINE OF THE MAURYA EMPIRE

ANOTHER lesson which is enforced by the history of the Maur()lwfl
empire is that the maintenance of peace, and.of thqse con.hl-
tions which are essential to progress, depends in India on the
existence of a strong imperial power. On the downfall of tye
Maurya empire, as on the downfall of the Mughal empire
nearly two thousand years later, the 1pd1v14ual states w%nch
had been peacefully united under the imperial sway regamc.zd
their independence, and the struggle betwec'n them for exis-
tence or for supremacy began anew. The literature _and the
monuments afford us some information as to the histor

y of
various regions of I'ndia during the period of strife and con-
f

usion which now ensued.

According to the Puranas the Mauryas were succeeded on
the throne of Magadha by the Sungas who are said to haye
ruled for 119 years (c. 184-72 B.c.). There is no reason to dis-

elieve this statement which is consonant with probability
and with such other evidence as we possess; but, after thig
period, it seems impossible to make the chronology of the
Puranas agree with the more trustworthy evidence of inscrip.
tions and  coins. In this case it seems probable that the
ynastic lists were originally authentic, but }hat later editors
ave reduced them to absurdity by representing contemporary
dynasties a5 successive,

. he founder of the Sunga dynasty was Pushyamitra who
'S said to have slain his master, Brihadratha, the last of the
Toyal Mauryas, An historical play, the Malavikagnimitra, by
India’g greatest dramatist, Kalidasa, who flourished . 400 Ap,,
deals with this period. Although a composition ‘of this kind,
Written between five and six centuries after the date of the
€vents tq which it refers, cannot be accepted as historical evi-
€nce, ver it is altogether probable that its chief characters—
_P“Sh’yamitra, his son Agnimitra, and his grandsop Vasumitra
—Wwere

¢ historical personages, and that some of the events
mentioned—, war with Vidarbha (Berar) and 3 conflict with
the Yavapgg for instance—were actual occurrences. The
picture of a diminished empire still possessed by Magadha is in
accordance with th

e knowledge of the period which we derive
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from more Lrustwgrthy sources. 'I’he‘ king probably st?ll
reigned at the capital, Pataliputra, while his son, the heir-
apparent, like Asoka bef(?re ht; came to the th*one, gqverm?d
the western provinces with his cowrt at Vidisa (Bhilsa) in
Malwa (Central India). It was ‘before”th.e vice-regal court of
the same province and at its capital, Ujjain, that the play was
first performed during the reign of ntil(f later Gupta emperor,
Chandragupta 11 Vikramaditya (c._o!5«4]?,. AD.).

The extent of the Sunga dominions is indicated by an
inscription ‘in the sovereignty of the Sunga kings' which occurs
on one of the sculptures [rom Fhe ‘Bharhut tope in the Nagod
State (Central India), and possibly also by certain coins found
in the United Provinces in Rohilikhand, the ancient kingdom
of North Panchala, and on the site of Ayodhya, the ancient
capital of Kosala (Oudh); but the names found on these coins,
with the single exception of ‘Agnimitra’, only bear a general
resemblance with those given in the dynastic lists and cannot
be identified with certainty.

‘The available evidence thus tends to show that Magadha
under the Sungas still possessed an empire, but one greatly
reduced in size since the time of Asoka. Some of theolosses
which the empire had sustained are clearly proved by the
evidence of inscriptions and coins.

The kingdom of Kalinga, on the east coast between the
rivers Mahanadi and Godavari, had, as we know from Asoka’s
edicts, been conquered by him in the ninth year after his
coronation. It would seem to have regained jts independence
at no long interval after his death, according to evidence sup-
plied by an inscription of Kharavela, king of Kalinga, in the
Hathigumpha cave near Cuttack in Orissa. Urifort’tlnately,
the inscription, which gives an account of events in the first
thirteen years of the king’s reign, is much damaged, and its
interpretation is full of difficulties. What appears to be be-
yond all doubt is the statement that Kharavely belonged to the
third generation of the royal family of Kalinga. The mention
?ﬁd:ant.Andhra king, Satakarni, and such other chronological

lcations as can be obtained from the inscription, would
seem to suggest that Kharavela was reigning ¢. 150 B.c. No
more precise glatc is obtainable at present. .

The decline of the Maurya empire was marked also b
the rapid growth of the Andhra kingd . el
Originally a Dravidia le Livi gdom 1in Southern India.
of the Kalingas in . n people living immediately to the south

84S In that part of the Madras Presidency which
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lies between the rivers Godavari and Kistna, the Andhras bad
become, probably about 200 B.C., a great power whose terri-
tories included the whole of the Deccan and extended to the
western coast. They are mentioned in the edicts in a manner
which seems to indicate that they acknowledged the suzerainty
.of Asoka, but that they were never conquered and brought
under the direct government of a viceroy of the empire like
their neighbours the Kalingas. They would secem to have
asserted their independence soon after the death of Asoka.
Some outline of their history may be traced by the aid of in-
scriptions, coins, and literary sources from probably about 220
B.C. to 240 A.p. The names of a succession of thirty kings are
preserved in the Puranas, together with the length of each
reign, and the total duration of the dynasty which is given
cither as 456 or as 460 years. The Puranas arc, usually, fairly
In agreement with the evidence of inscriptions and coins, so
far as the names of the kings and the length of their reigns are
con.ce.rncd ; but they assign to the dynasty a chronological
position which is impossible.

. There can be little doubt also that, contemporancously
with the rise of the independent kingdoms of the Kalingas and
the Andhras in the South, the North-Western rcgion of India,
0o, ccased to belong to the Maurya empire. We have no
glimpses of the history of this defection; bur we may reason-
ably assume that the numerous petty states which had been
held together for a time by the imperial power reasserted their
autonomy when that power ceased.

During the reign of Asoka two revolts occurred in the
cmpire of Syria which were fruitful in consequences for the
future history of India. Almost at the same time, about 250

B.C. or a few years later, Diodotus, satrap of Bactria, and a
f;r?ﬁleans adventurer named Arsaces threw off their allegiance

eleucid monarch, Antiochus II Theos (261-246 .c.)
and foundpd the independent kingdoms of Bactria and Partl'nia'

Bactria—the name is perserved in the modern form Balkl;
—Was the region of N. Afghanistan, bounded on the north by
the rwver Oxus. It was divided from the Maurya empire by
the Hindu Kush_a range of mountains which, loftypﬁs are
many of its peaks, possesses also numerous Passes, and forms
no very formidable barrier to communication between Northe-

™ and Southern Afghanistan. The Hellenic kingdom of
‘B'aﬂ.rl'fl.fOu.nded by Diodotus lasted till about 135 g, when
its civilization was entirely swept away by the jrresistible flood
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of Scythian (Saka) invasion from the North. Its brief history
of a little more than a century is most intimately associated
with that of the North-Western region of India.

Parthia, originally a province lying to the south-east of
the Caspian Sea, grew into a great empire at the expense of
the empire of Syria, which, once the predominant power in
Western Asia, was at last reduced to the province of Syria {rom
which it takes its name. The Parthian power lasted till 226
Ap. In the reign of Mithradates I (171-138 ».c.) it extended
as far castwards as the river Indus which thus became once
more the dividing line between Western Asia and India. The
Parthian and Scythian invasions of India, which, ar a some-
what later period, constitute the chicf feature in the history
of the North-Western region are dealt with in our [inal chapter.

But the Syrian empire did not acquiesce without a pro-
test in the independence of its revolted provinces. About the
year 209 B.c., Antiochus III the Great, made an attempt to
reduce both Parthia and Bactria to obedience. Parthia was
now under the rule of the king who has usually, but perhaps
incorrectly, been called Artabanus I (210-191 B.c.), while
Bacteria was under Euthydemus (c. 230-195 ».c). The expe-
dition of Antiochus ¢nded in an acknowledgement of the in-
pendence of both kingdoms. So far as Bactria is concerned,
Antiochus is said to have listecned to the argument of Euthy-
demus that it would at the present juncture be impolitic, in
the cause of Hellenic civilization generally, to weaken the
power of Bactria which formed a barrier against the constant
menace of Scythian irruptions from the North.

Bactria was, indeed, a stronghold of Hellenic civilization.
It was held by a military aristocracy, thoroughly Greck in sen-
timent and religion, ruling over a subject people so little
advanced in culture that its ideas are in no wav reflected in
the monuments of Bactrian art. The coins of Bactria are
purely Greek in character, the divinitics represented on them
are Greek, and the portraits of the Kings themselves are among
the finest examples extant of Greek art as applied to portrai-
ture. But the kingdom was shortlived and its history was
troublous. The house of the founder, Diodotus, was deposed
by Euthydemus, perhaps about 230 B.c., and the later history
of Bactria 1s occupied with the internecine struggle between
the descendants of Euthydemus and the rival family of
Eucratides.

After thus making a treaty of peace with Euthydemus,
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Antiochus, like his predecessors, Alexander in 327 B.c, and
Seleucus c. 305 B.c. passed over the Hindu Kush into the
Kabul Valley. No exact details of this invasion or of its
extent have been preserved ; but it seems clear that this region,
which formed part of the Maurya empire when Seleucus in-
vaded it, had, at some time subsequent to the death of Asoka,
reverted to the rule of its local princes, one of whom, Sopha-
gasenus (probably the Sanskrit Subhagasena), is said to have
purchased peace by offering tribute to ‘Antiochus.



CHAPTER IX
THE SUCCESSORS OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT

THe political condition of India on the downlall of the
Maurya empire was such as to invite foreign invasion; and the
establishment on its northern and north-western borders ot
the kingdoms of Bactria and Parthia supplied the sources from
which invasions came. .

The literary authorities for the history of this period are
indeed few; but they afford some most valuable information.
The most important are: (1) Justin. a Latin writer who, in
the fourth or fifth century Ap., made an abridgement of a
history of the Maccdonian empire compiled by Trogus in the
reign of Augustus (27 B.c.-14 A.p.)); and (2) the Greek geogra-
pher Strabo, who was probably contemporary with Trogus.

The chief records, however, of the rulers of this period
are their coins, which are found in extraordinary variety and
abundance. From them we learn of the existence of thirty-
five kings and two quecens, all bearing purely Greek names,
who reigned in Bactria and India during the period from
about 250 B.c. to 25 B.c. The great majority of these rulers
are otherwisc unknown. The coins which they struck have
survived, while every othcr memorial of their lives has perish-
ed. A curious fact connected with this series of coins is that
certain specimens struck in Bactria before 200 B.c. are of nickel,
a metal which is commonly supposed to have been discovered
in Europe about thc middle of the eighteenth century a.p.

Not long after the expedition of Antiochus the Great, the
Bactrian king Euthydemus seems to have formed the design of
extending his kingdom by the conquest of the territories lying
to the south of the Hindu Kush. It is probable that the ful-
filment of this design was entrusted to his son Demetrius, who
has been supposed to be the original of

‘The grete Emetreus, the king of Inde’
of Chaucer's Knightes Tale.

As a result of the ‘conquests of Demetrius, the ancient
provinces of the Persian empire, i.e. the Kabul Valley and the
country of the Indus (the Western Punjab and Sind), which
had been once reclaimed and held for a brief period by

F. b
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Alexander the Great, were now again recovered for the Greek
kings of Bactria who proudly boasted ®o be his successqrs.dom
But though Demetrius had thus gamcd a new king p
in India, he was soon to lose his own kingdom oE'Bacma al t?(li
a desperate struggle with his rival Eucratfdes, who now aid
claim to the throne. The account of an egxsodc in this con_Lg.sL.
has been preserved by Justin, who descybe; how Eu(c):gau c(;
with 300 men was besieged by Demetrius wxith 60,000, and
how he wore out the enemy by continual sorties and escape
in the fifth month of the siege. Finally, not only B.ac_t;rla
but also some part of the newly acquired Indian domlmo.ns
of Demetrius passed into the power of the conqueror, Euara-
tides; and from this time onwards we may trace the. existence
of two lines of Greek princes in India, the one der;ved from
Euthydemus, ending ¢. 100 B.c.. and the other derived from

Eucratides, ending c. 25 s.c. )

The period of the reign of Eucratides is determined by
the statement of Justin that he came to the throne at about
the same time as Mithradates 1 of Parthia, i.e. about 171 B.C.
It is doubtful if Demetrius or any other member of the. family
of Euthydemus ruled in any part of Bactria after this date.
It is more probable that henceforth their power was confined
to India. The family of Eucratides, on the other hand, con-
tinued to rule both in Bactia and in India until  Greck
civilization in Bactria was swept away by the flood of Saka
invasions from the North ¢. 185 B.c.; but they retained their
possessions in the territories to the south of the Hindu Kush,
and held the Kabul Valley until the Kushana conquest, ¢. 25 B.c.

The transference of Greek rule {rom Bactria to India
1:S indicated, in the most unmistakable manner, by a change
I the style of the coins. Im Bactria the coins remain purely
Greek in character, and they are struck in accordance with 2
Purely Greek standard of weight. The subject Population
was evidently not sufficiently advanced in civilization to in-
fluence the art of the conquerors in any degree. Ip India, on
the other hand, where the Greeks came into contact with an
ancient civilization, which was, in many respects, as advanced
as their own, jt was necessary to effect a compromise. pr was
essential that the coinage should be suited ¢

O the requirements
of the conquered as well as of the conquerors. The coins,
accordingly,” become bilingual. They are struck with Greek

legends on the obverse, and wi

. th an Indian translation in
Indian characters

on the reverse; and they follow the Persian
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ad been firmly established in N.-W.
ong Persian dominion. We have
the study of these bilingual coins

has proved in affording the necessary clue to the interpretation
of the forgotten alphabets of Ancient India. .

During the reign of Eucran,des',_ Bactria was invaded by
the Parthian king, Mithradates I (171-138 B.C.), who seems to
have remained master Of the country for some con§1derable
time. It is probable that certain CoIDs which bear h.13 name,
and which are palpably imitated, some from the Bactrian coins
of Demetrius and some from those of Eucratides, may have
been struck by him in Bactl:ia during this PeriOd‘ There is
reason for supposing that Mlthmda.tes, on this occasion, pene-
trated even into India. In the printed text of the works of
Orosius, a Roman historian who flourished ¢. 400 a.p., there is
indeced to be found a definite statement to the effect that
Mithradates subdued the nations between the Hydaspes
(Jhelum) and the Indus ; but it seems possible that the read-
ing ‘Hydaspes’ may be incorrect and due to some corruption in
she manuscripts of the namc of a river not in India, but in
Persia to the west of the Indus.

Thus weakened, on the one hand, by internal feuds and
by Parthian attacks, and, on the other, by the drain on its
resources caused by the Indian conquests, the Greek kingdom
of Bactria proved incapable of resisting the hordes of Scythians
who burst through its northern frontiers c. 135 .c. These re-
presented one of the groups of. nomadic tribes known as Sakas,
who still occupied, as in the time of Darius (522-486 B.c.), the
country of the river Jaxartes (Syr Darya) to the north of
Sogdiana (Bukhara). They had always been regarded as a
standing menace to the Greck civilization of Bactria, and now,
being driven from their pastures by the pressure of other
nomadic hordes whom the Chinese historians call Yueh-chi,
they were forced partly in a southierly direction into Bactria,
and partly in a south-westerly direction into the Parthian
empire where they joincd with an earlier settlement of Sakas
in the province of Drangiana (Seistan). Traces of the existence
of this carlier Saka settlement in Drangiana seem to be found
beth in the inscriptions of Darius and in the accounts of
Alexander’s campaigns. The vital importance for the history
of NW India of this augmentation of the Saka power already
established in a province of the Parthian Empire will be seen
~subsequently (p. 68).

standard of weight which b
India as a result of the 1
already seen how valuable
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The Yueh-chi, thus driving the Sakas before them, seem
to have occupied first Sogdiana and then Bactria, where, under
the leadership of their chief tribe, the Kushanas, they develogcd
into the strong power which qeated the next great lndl.an empire.

It is only possible to give a very general out}me of the
history of the Greek kingdoms south of the Hindu Kush.
Nearly all the evidence which we possess has been gleaned
from the study of their coinages ; and the interpretation of this
evidence is by no means always clear. As has been obsen:cd,
these Greek princes seem to belong chiefly to the two rival
royal lines—the house of Euthydemus, and the house of
Eucratides—which having begun their struggle in Bactria con-
tinued it in India. It is, however, not always easy to attributc
princes whose coins we possess to cither of these groups ; and it is
quite possible that, in addition to these two chief Qreck king-
doms in Northern India, there may have been other principalities
which Greek soldiers of fortune had carved out [or themselves.

The Indian conquests of Demetrius, the son of Euthydemus,
were greatly extended by later rulers of the same house, not-
ably by Apollodotus and Menander. That these two princes
were intimately connected there can be no doubt. They use
the same coin-types, especially the figure of the Greek goddess,
Athene, hurling the thunderbolt, which is characteristic of other
members of the family of Euthydemus, e.g. the Stratos; and
they are twice mentioned together in literature. Strabo attri-
butes conquests in India to them jointly, while the unknown
author of the Periplus maris Erylhrei—a

most  interesting
handbook intended for the use of Greck merchants and seamen
45 2 guide to the coasting voyage from the Persian Gulf to the

West coast of India—states that small silver coins, inscribed
wqh Greek characters and bearing the names of thege two
Princes, were still current in his time (probably ¢. 80 AD.) at
the port of Barugaza (Broach). The extent of Menander’s
Qmm.ions especially is indicated both by the great variety of
IS coin-types which prove that he ruled over a great number

of differe a statement quoted by Strabo to

nt provinces, and by
E ¢ effect that he passed beyond the Hyphasis (Beas) which
onquests,

Ormed the extreme limit of Alexander’s ¢

. We have, in all probability, further information concern-
Ing Menander from a source which, at first sight, might seem
not very promising from the point of view of the historian.
M?r.lander is almost certainly to be identified with the King
Milinda, who is known from a Buddhist philosophical treatise
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called the ‘Questions of Milinda’ (Milinda-Panha)- gzﬁ
monarch resided at Sakala, an ancient city which has ¢
identified with the modern Sialkot in-the N.-E. Punjab- NOWE
we have direct evidence that other members of the housqag
Euthydemus (the Stratos) reigned to the S-E. of the Punj ho’
since their coins are imitated by their Saka conquerors wd
occupied the district of Mathura (Muttra). We may conclu 1?
then, that the family of Euthydemus ruled over the E. Punja :
with one of its capitals at Sialkot and possibly another capita
in the Muttra Dist. of the United Provinces.

But the evidence both of coins and of literature shows that,
at onc period, they possessed a far wider dominion. The fact
that the coins of Apollodous and Menander were current at
Broach, surely indicates that their conquests must have extend-
ed to Western India (Gujarat and Kathiawar) ; while tl}e state-
ment in Strabo. that Menander passed beyond the Beas 1nto th.e
Middle Country, is supported by certain references in Sanskrit
litcrature to the warlike activity of the Yavanas (Greeks) about
the middle of the second century B.c. The best known of these
allusions are the following : . o

(1) Kalidasa’s historical play, the t\lalavzkagn.lmztra, re-
presents the forces of the first Sunga king, Pushyamitra, under
the command of his grandson, Vasumitra, as coming into con-
flict with the Yavanas somewhere in Central India. This may
well be the reminiscence of some cpisode in Menander’s invasion
of the Sunga dominions.

(2) The grammarian Patanjali, in his Mahabhasya or
‘Great Commentary’ on Panini’s Sanskrit Grammar, mentions
King Pushyamitra as if he were his contemporary, and refers to
the sicges by the Yavanas of Saketa in South Oudh and of
Madhyamika (Nagari) near Chitor in Rajputana as if they
had taken place within his own memory.

(3) Perhaps the fullest of all the accounts of the Greeks
in India at this period occurs in an astronomical, or rather
astrological, treatise called the Gargi Samhita, or ‘the compen-
dium of Garga.’ One of its chapters is in the style of a Purana ;
that 1s to say, it gives in a prophetic form an account of Kings
who have alrcady ruled on the earth. Unfortunately this work
has not yet.been fully edited and the manuscript of it which hag
been described is both fragmentary and corrupt* Put into

* Since this book was written 4, this treatise has been eg;
and published in recent times, en in 1914, edited
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historic form the information x(;hich[:)lifo;irtain portions of this
i ssed as I &

Chapi?;eylgfe;f: yafl:zr e::?;ﬁcing Sake}a, the Panchala coun.try

and Muttra (all in the United Provinces) reached the capital

- But they did not stay in the Middle
PCatal,l,Puu: (Patna)f- the strife between themselves which took
P&l:::t;z uf:;ugfwf kingdom (North-Western India). They were
eventuau&' conquered by 2 Saka king; and in time the .Suszs
yielded to another conquering power. the namc of which is
obscured by textual corruption in the manuscript. .

This account no doubt refers successively to the internccine
struggle between the house of Euthydefnus and the house of
Eucratides, to the conquest of Greck kingdoms by the Sakas,
and to the subsequent conquest of the Sa}«as by tt}c. Kus}xanas.
The Gargi Samhita holds an almost unique position in the
literature of Ancient India, and it is much to be regretied that
no edition of this interesting work is at present possible. It is
almost the only surviving representative of the old Hindu
astrology or astronomy, which was superseded, probably in
the fourth century A.D., by the Greek system of astronomy
borrowed, presumably, from Alexandria. The later Indian
astronomers frequently refer to Vriddha Garga, ‘the old Garga,’
and there is no reason to doubt that the compendium which
bears his name belongs to a period not much later than that of
the foreign invaders whom it mentions. The in[qrmation con-
veyed by the chapter to which we hav'e referred is in accordance
with the knowledge of this period which we may glean indepen-
dently from other sources.

The territories on the extreme north-western frontier of
India, j.e. the Kabul Valley and Gandhara (including Taxila)
which were originally conquered by Euthydemus or by Deme-
trius, were wrested from this family of Greek princes by
Eucratides. Evidence of the transfer of this region from one
rule to the other is afforded by certain coins which have been
restruck. Originally they were issued by Apollodotus, a prince
of the house of Euthydemus; but they have been restruck by

ucratides ; and, as they bear the image and superscription of
the tutelary deity of Kapisa, the capital city of Gandhara, they
testify to the change of government which had taken place in
this province. ) .

Inscriptions and coins show further that the family of
Eucratides was supplanted by Saka satraps in both Kapisa and
Taxila; but these princes continued to hold the Kabul Valley
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until the last vestiges of their rule, which had survived the

attacks of the Sakas, were swept away by the Kushanas. The last

Greek king to reign in the Kabul Valley, and indeed in any

region of India, was Hermzus who was succeeded, c. 25 A-D-, by

the Kushana chief, Kujula Kadphises.

It is a curious fact that, while the coinages of the Greco-

Indian princes are remarkably abundant, all other memorials

of their rule should be so rare. Only one stone inscription, f({f

instance, has yet been found in which any of these princes 15

mentioned. This inscription is at Besnagar in Gwalior, and the
prince mentioned is Antialcidas who, to judge from the evidence
of coins, was one of the earlier members of the line of Eucratides,
and who ruled both in Bactria and in the Kabul Valley. The
inscription records the erection of a standard in honour of the
god Vishnu ; and it is especially interesting as showing that the
donor, a Greek named Heliodorus, the son of Dion, who had
come to Besnagar as an ambassador from Antialcidas, had
adopted an Indian faith. The inscription is dated in the 14th
year of the reign of a king Bhagabhadra who presumably rulefi
over the province in which Besnagar was situated. As this
region no doubt formed part of the empire of the Sungas, it is
not improbable that this King Bhagabhadra may be identical
with the Bhadra or Bhadraka who is mentioned in some of the
Puranas among the successors of Pushyamitra.

It is to the period of nearly two centuries (c. 200-25 B.C.)
during which Greck princes ruled in the Kabul Valley, the
North-Western Frontier Province, and the Punjab, and not to
the expedition of Alexander the Great (827-5 B.c.), the political
results of which lasted only for a few years, that we must trace
the chief source of Greek influence in Northern India. For
some centuries after the extinction of all their political power,
we find Greeks mentioned in Indian literature and Indian
inscriptions. But they have been absorbed into the Indian
social system. They bear Indian or Persian names, and they
profess Indian faiths. The existence of a strong Greek element
in the population is attested by the Buddhist art of Gandhara,
in which the influence of Greek traditions is manifest; and a
system 9f writing developed from the Greek alphabet is to be
traced in this region until at least the fourth century ap., and
possibly much later,



CHAPTER X

PARTHIAN AND SCYTHIAN INVADERS

So far, we have traced the history of the Yavanas (Yonas), or
iom i - : in North-Western India. The
foreign invaders of Greek descent, n he appearance on
history of this region is now complicated by the aj I?l‘ N
the scene of invaders belonging to two oth(.:r nationalities, who
are constantly associated with the Yavanas m)ludlan literature
and inscriptions. These are the Sakas and 131%11:1\':1,5. '
Herodotus expressly states that the term ‘Sakas was usgd
by the Persians to denote Scythians generally ; and LF“S. state-
ment is certainly in accordance with the use of the w.01d in the
inscriptions of Darius. In one of these, it occurs togeth:r wqh
descriptions which show that it denotes certain Scythians in
Europe as well as two branches of Scythians in Asia.  These,
we have reason to belicve, are specimens merely of Lh_e Innumer-
able swarms of nomads which had been finding thCl]-.’ way c}ur-
ing untold centuries from that great hive of humanity, China,
0 Western Asia and to Europe. ) .
The scttlements of Sakas which affected the history of
India at this period are two in number. One of these occupied
the country of the Jaxartes to the north of Bactria and Sogdlapa,
and had for ages past been regarded as a great (}anger to Perm-an
and Hellenic civilization in Central Asia ; whilc the other ip-
habited the province of Drangiana, which lay between Pergjy
and India, and which subsequently bore the name of Sakas-
thana, ‘the abode of the Sakas’ (the later Sijistan and the
modern Seistan). It is probable that both of these bodies of
Sakas were stirred into activity in thc middle of the second
century p.c. by the same cause—the impact of further swarmg
of nomads who are known as the Yueh-chi. The result of thijs
impact was two-fold. On the one hand, the Hellenic kingdom
of Bactria wag submerged in a flood of barbarian invasion, and,
on the other, the Parthian kings were occupied during two
reigns (Phraates 17, 138-128 B.C., and Artabanus II (I), 128-193
B.C.) in endeavours to stem the tide which had extended to
Seistan, and wcre'only completely successful in the following
reign (Mithradates IT the Great, 123-88 B.C.). The effect of the
Saka invasion of the Parthian kingdom was thus to increase the
power of a Saka settlement which was already established in the
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Parthian province of Seistan, and the result of the struggles be-
tween Sakas and Parthians in this region was the creation of a
kingdom, probably more or less dependent on the kingdom of
Parthia, in which the two peoples were associated.

The third class of foreign invaders, who are, in Indian
literature and inscriptions, called Pahlavas, were Parthians, the
two names being etymologically identical. 1t is clear, however,
that the Pahlavas who invaded India did not belong to the
main stock which was represented by the rulers of the Parthian
empire, but rather to the subordinate branch which was estab-
lished in its eastern provinces, Drangiana (Seistan), Arachosia
(Kandahar) and Gedrosia (Northern Baluchistan). The history
of this subordinate kingdom is obscure. Almost our only
evidence for its existence is supplied by coins; but thesc give
us names of rulers which are undoubtedly Parthian in character,
and the arca over which the coins are found affords some indica-
tion of the extent of territory which these princes governed.
They may have been originally satraps of the Parthian monarchs ;
but the title ‘King of Kings’ which, in imitation of their former
over-lords, they bear on their coins. shows that they had assert-
cd thcir independence. The first of these Pahlavas to appear
on the coins has the familiar Parthian name Vonones ; and we
may, thercfore, conveniently call the line to which he belongs
‘the family of Vononecs.’

With this line of Pahlava princes the Saka invaders of
India arc intimatcly connected. Like them, and unlike the
Grzco-Indian princes, they bear the title ‘King of Kings.” The
history of this title is interesting. It denoted originally the
supreme lord who claimed the allegiance of a number of sub-
ordinate kings. Ir was the ancient title of the Persian
monarchs, and as such it appears in the inscriptions of Darius
in the form Kshayathiyanam Kshayathiya. In the Parthian
monarchy it seems to occur first on coins of Mithradates II
(123-88 B.c.), though some numismatists prefer to attribute the
coins ir} question to Mithradates T (171-138 B.c.). It was intro-
d.uced Into India by the Saka and Pahlava invaders, and con-
tinued in use by their successors, the Kushanas; and in the
form Shahan-shah it remains the title of the Shahs of Persia
even to the present day.

'1."her,e can be no doubt, then, that the distinctive title ‘King
of Kings' connects the Indian Sakas with the Pahlavas and
bot.h..\_wth Parthia; and this connexion is most naturally
explained on the theory that these Sakas came into India from
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Seistan through Kandahar, over the Bolan Pass, through
Baluchistan into Sind and so up the 'vallcy of the Indus. T.hls.
would explain the fact that the coins of. Maues, thg carliest
known ot these Saka princes, are found in the Punjab only
and not in the Kabul Valley, which still continued to be held
by the Greek princes of the family of Eucratides. Access 'into
the Kabul Valley from Bactria over the passes of the Hindu
Kush was thus, at this period, barred.

The progress which the Saka conquests made at the ex-
pense of both the chief lines of Greek rulers is illustrated by
the coins. Maues strikes coins which are directly imitated from
thosc of Demetrius ; the Saka satrap Liaka Kusulaka at Taxila
imitates the coins of Eucratides, and another satrap, Ranjubula,
at Muttra the coins struck by Strato I and II reigning con-
jointly. Everywhere, indeed, the Saka invaders seem to have
retained the form of coinage used by the Greek princes whom
they dispossessed—a coinage distinguished by a Greek legend
on the obverse and a Prakrit translation in Kharoshthi cha-
racters on the reverse—and it is probable that they only issued
Coms in those districts where they found a currency already in
€Xistence. So far as is known, none of their coinages is original.
All without exception are imitated from Greek or Hindu models,

The Sakas continued in North-Western India the system,
of government by satraps which was firmly established there
during the long period of Persian rule. This system was, as
we have seen, followed by Alexander the Great, and there is
No reason tgo suppose that it had been interrupted either under
the Maurya empire or under the rule of the later Greek Princes.

) Of the history of these Saka satrapies inscriptions and
coms give us a few details.

An inscription affords the bare mention of a satrap of
Kapisa, the capital of Gandhara, a district which, as we know
rom coins, had passed from the family of Euthydemus (Apol-
lodotus) into the power of Eucratides.

here is a copper-plate. inscription of a satrap of Taxila
Nlamed Pagika which records the deposit of relics of the Buddha
a0d a donation made in the 78th year of some era not specified
an during the reign of the Great King Moga, who is without
Oubt to he identified with Maues, since Moga is merely a dia-
lectica] variant of Moa, the Indian equivalent of the name
Maues foypq on the coins. The era in which the inscription is
dated cannet 5 present be determined. The most plausible
conjecture is that jt may be of Parthian origin ; and if it could
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be supposed to start from the beginning of the reign of
Mithradates I (171 B.c.), the monarch who raised Parthia from
a comparatively small state to a great empire, which extended
from the Euphrates to Bactria and the borders of India, the
result as applied to this inscription (171 —78=93 s.c.), would
give a date which is fairly probable on other consi-
derations. But it must be admitted that there is no evidence
of the existence of such an cra. The satrap Patika was the
son of Liaka Kusulaka, who struck coins imitated from those
of Lucratides. It would seem, then, that Taxila, like Kapisa
(Gandhara), was taken by the Sakas from the family of Eucra-
tides, while the Kabul Valley remained in its possession.

Of the Saka satraps of Mathura (Muttra) we possess a most
valuable monument, which was discovered and first published
by a distinguished Indian scholar, Pandit Bhagvanlal Indraji,
who bequeathed it together with his valuable collection of
ancient Indian coins to the British Museum. It is in the form
of a large lion carved in red sandstone and intended to be the
capital of a pillar. The workmanship shows undoubted Persian
influence. The surface is completely covered with inscriptions
in Kharoshthi characters, which give the genealogy of the
satrapal family ruling at Muttra and also mention members
of other satrapal houses in other provinces of North-Western
India. These inscriptions show that the satraps of Muttra, like
those of Kapisa and Taxila, were Buddhists. The reigning
satrap, or rather ‘great satrap,’ Rajula (whose name appears
also as Rajuvula or Ranjubula) also struck coins, some of
which are imitated from the currency of certain Greek princes
of the house of Euthydemus—the Stratos—while others are
copied from the coins of a line of Hindu princes who ruled at
Muttra. We know, therefore, that in this district Saka rule
superseded that of both Greek and Hindu princes.

Evidence of the existence of a Saka power in Central India
and of its defeat by a Hindu king is supplied by a Jain work
called the Kalikacharyakatha or ‘Story of Kalikacharya.’ ¥rom
1t we learn that the Sakas, who in Malwa were patrons of
the Jain religion, were subdued by a king named Vikramaditya
?vho reigned at Ujjain, and who established the era, beginning
in 58 B.c., which still bears his name. The name of the king
may, no doubt, be legendary ; or possibly, while the name itself
has ])een lost, one of the king’s titles, ‘the sun of valour,’ has
survived ; but that this era was really first used in Malwa is
probable on other grounds. At a latter date (405 ap.) it is.
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-certainly described as ‘the traditional reckoning of. the Malava
tribe.’” The story goes on to say that this era continued in use
for 135 years when it was superseded by one which was found-
ed by another Saka conqueror. This second cra is vndoubtedly
that which begins in 78 a.p., and it is still called the Saka era.
It is probable further that, soon after the date of its founda-
tion, the Kushana empirc extended to Malwa, and that its
conquest was cffected by the Pahlava and Saka satraps of the
Kushana cmperor, Kanishka (see p. 73).

It has been alrcady observed that there is cvidence of an
intimate connexion between Pahlavas and Sakas, i.e. between
‘the family of Vonones’ and ‘the- family of Maues.” This con-
nexion appears to be proclaimed by certain coins on which
Spalirises, ‘the brother of the king’ (i.e. presumnably of Vononecs)
is definitely associated with Azes, who was zlmost certainly the
successor of Maues. Such cvidence as there is would seem to
indicate that these two lines continued to rule cver adjacent
provinces—the family of Vonones in Seistan, Kandahar, and
North Baluchistan, and the family of Maues in the West
Punjab and Sind—until, probably vowards the end of the first
quarter of the first century A.p., the two kingdoms were united
under the sway of the Pahlava Gondopharnes, as to the Par-
thian character of whose name therc can be no possible doubt.
The evidence is almost entirely numismatic, and its bearings
may be summarized as follows. The numerous varieties of the
coinage of this monarch, copicd as they are from so many pre-
vious issues, show that he ruled over a very cxtensive- domi-
nion; and the fact that these varieties are imitated from the
currencies both of the family of Vonones and the family of
Maues, leads us to the conclusion that he ruled over both the
earlier kingdoms of the Pahlavas and of the Sakas.

The fame of King Gondopharnes (or Gondopherres, as the
Name appears in the Greek coin-legends) spread even to the
West, and he is known in the legends of the early Christian
Church as the king to whose country St. Thomas was sent as
the apostle of the ‘Parthians,’ or, according to other authorities,
of the ‘Indians,’ ie. the people of the Indus country. The
story of the mission of St. Thomas and of the king’s conversion
to the Christian faith is told in the apocryphal Acts of St.
Thomas, of which there are extant versions in Syriac, Greek,
and Latin, the earlicst of these, the Syriac, belonging probably
to the third century a.p. Doubtless there must be a great deal
in this story which can only be regarded as pure legend, but
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it is reasonable to suppose that it may have some basis in fact..

The names of several successors of Gondopharnes are known.
from their coins; but these coins show that they ruled over a
greatly diminished realm. Already at this period—the ecarly
part of the first century A.D.—the Kushana power, which had
grown up in Bactria, had begun to absorb the various states
of North-Western India, and to weld together Greeks, Sakas,
Pahlavas, and Hindus into one great empire.

The first step in the creation of this Indian empire was
the conquest of the last remaining stronghold of Greek rule
in the Kabul Valley. The coins show clearly the process by
which this region, probably in the last quarter of the first
century B.C., passed from Hermzus, the last ruling member of
the line of Eucratides, to his conqucror, the Kushana Kujula
Kadphises. The conquest of ‘India,” the coun:iry of the Indus,
was the work ol his successor, who is known from his coins as
Wima Kadphises, and after him the Kushana empire reached
its culminating point in the reign of Kanishka.

The question of the date of Kanishka is still the subject of
keen controversy ; but it will probably be settled within a short
time by the excavations which are now being made by the
Archacological Survey of India on the ancient site of Taxila,
one of his capitals.*

In the mcantime, until absolute certainty can be attained,
a probable view appears to be that he was the founder of the
Saka era, the initial year of which is 78 A.n., and that the era
obtained its namec from the fact that it became most widely
known in India as that which was used for more than three
centuries by the Saka kings of Surashtra (Gujrat and Kathiawar)
who were originally satraps and feudatories of the Kushanas.

With the cstablishment of the Kushana Empire we must
bring our survey of ‘Ancient India’ to a close. The history
of the remaining ten centuries which elapsed before the Muham-
madan period inay, perhaps, be more fittingly included under
the heading ‘Medieval India.” In Medieval, as in Ancient,
India, we may see the rise and fall of empires, partly of foreign
and partly of native origin, some of them the result of invasions
through the ‘Gates of India’ on the north or north-west, others
the outcome of che struggle for supremacy between the nation-
alities of the continent itself.

* Now, it has been almost settled that the date of thc accession of
Kanishka is 78 A.D. when the Saka cra started.



APPENDIX A
NOTES ON THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA
(See the map at the End)

The names of Peoples and Countries are printed in Ctplt:}:'.
In Ancient India they were identical, as they were in Anc s
Britain in the time of Julius Casar. The names of Mountil
and Rivers are printed in ordinary type.

Achiravati, v. Sakya.

Akara, v. Malava

Amaravati, v. List of Cities, No. I (Sce Appendix B)

Andhra, the name of a tribe of Southern India inhabiting
the Telugu country between the rivers Krishna (Kistna) and
Godavari which is ofien called Andhra-desa, the ‘Country of
the Andhras’ They are mentioned in one of the later books
of the Aitareya Brahmana (possibly ¢. 500 m.c). They are
described by Pling  (Historia Natwraiis, vi. 21-23), whq
Frobably quotes from Megasthenes (c. 300 B.c)), as being, next
to the Prasii, the most powerful of the nations of India. Their
relations to the Maurya Empire are uncertain ; but the manner
in which they arc mentioned in the inscriptions of Asoka. (c.
250 B.c.) seems to indicate that they acknowledged its suzerainty
while retaining a certain degreec of independence. On the
decline of the Maurya Empire their power greatly increased ;
and early in the second century B.c. their dominions had ex-
tended westwards across the Deccan to the District of Nasik
in the Bombay Presidency. It is probable also that at this
period they came into collision with the kingdom of Magadha,
now under the Sungas. The dynasty under which the Andhras
won this great empire bears the general name of Satavahana and
many of its kings are called Satakarni. The dynastic list is
given in the Puranas. Its total duration is usually stated to be
456 or 460 years and the number of reigns thirty, If we
suppose, therefore, that the dynasty began about 220 B.c, it
would have ended about 240 a.p.; and this is probably a faily
correct statement. At various inservals during this period we
are enabled from inscriptions, coins, and literature to trace the
history of the Andhras with some precision. In literature they
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are frequently associated with their northern neighbours, the
Kalingas, as also in the Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela,
the king of Kalinga, ¢. 150 B.c. But their most important
historical monuments belong to the first half of the second
century AD. (c. 120-150 A.p.), the period during which they
came into conflict in Western India with the Pahlava and Saka
satraps of the Kushana Empire.

The decline of the Andhra Empire began about the end of
the second century A.D., when the western and south-western
provinces passed into the hands of another dynasty of Satakarnis,
the Chutu family, to whom the designation Andhra-bhrityas, or
‘servants of the Andhras,’ is specially applied. = About the
middle of the third century a.n., the Chutu family was sup-
Planted by the Abhiras in the west and by the Kadambas in the
south-west, while the Satavahana family, which had continued to
hold Andhra-desa in the east, was succeeded by a Rajput dynasty,

For the chief centres of Andhra rule, v. List of Cities—
No. 1, Amaravati; No. 12, Pratishthana; and No. 16, Vaijay-
anti, (see Appendix B). |

AnGa, the Districts of Monghyr and Bhagalpur in N.
Bengal (now in Bihar). Its capital was Champa, near the
modern town in Bhagalpur on the Ganges.

APARANTA, the ‘Western Border,” the ancient name of the
Northern Konkun, the northern portion of the strip of country
lying between the Western Ghats and the sea. Its capital was
Surparaka, the modern Sopara in the Thana District of Bombay.

ARYAVARTA, the ‘Land of the Aryans,” v. p. 26.

Asikni, the ‘Black River,’ the Vedic name of the river
which was afterwards called in Sanskrit the Chandrabhaga. It
is the Acesines of the historians of Alexander and the modern
Chenab. Hesychius of Alexandria, the author of a cclebrated
Greek lexicon (probably in the fifth century aA.p.). says the name
Chandrabhaga was changed by Alexander. In its Greek form,
Sandrophagos, it might be interpreted to mean the ‘Devourer

of Alexander.’ He therefore preferred the older name Asikni,
the Greek form of which, Acesines, might be supposed to mean
the ‘Healer.’

AVANTI, v, MALAVA.

Ayodhya, v. List of Cities. No. 2 (App. B).

Bhrigu-kaccha, v. List of Cities, No. 3 (App. B).

22BRAHMA'RSHI-DESA, the ‘Country of the Holy Sages,’ wv.
p. 22.

BRAHMAVARTA, the ‘Holy Land.’ v. p. 26.
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Sakala, v. List of Cities, No. 4 (App.. B). livi

Sakya, one of the numcrous Ksh:}tuya cla'ns “lknown as
lowlands at the foot of the Himalayas in what is now K b Bud.
the Nepalesc Tarai. It is celebrated as the clan to whllcb the
dha belonged. Its territory was border.ed. on the north Z and
mountains, on the cast by the river 1{.01111‘11, and on the W;—‘Z .
south by the river Achiravati (Rapn). Its ca_pxtal was ap1 "1:
vastu, in the neighbourhood of which was Lumbun-valmxn:)l
the ‘Grove of Lumbini,”, where Buddha was born (v- P- -'JJ}-
The Sakyas were an aristrocratic oligarchy owing some allegi-
ance probably to the kingdom of Kosala.

Champa, v. ANGA.

Chandrabhaga, v. Asikni.

Charmanvati, the river Chambal, the largest tribtuary of
the Jumna.

CHEpI, the name of a people mentioned in the Rig-veda.
In later times they occupied the northern poriton of the Central
Provinces.

CHERA. v. KERALA.

CHora, a 'Tamil people of Southern India from whom the
Coromandel Coast receives its name. (Coromandel==Sanskrit
Chola-mandala, the ‘Province of the Cholas’). They are
mentioned in the inscriptions of Asoka (c. 250 B.C.) among the
independen; peoples living beyond the limits of the Magrya
Empire. They occur also in the Mahabharata. Other ancieng
literature (Tamil, Greek and Latin) testifies to the sea-borne
traffic which was carried on between the Coromandel Coast and
Alexandria and thence to Europe. Evidence of the trade with
Rome is afforded by the numerous Roman coins which have
been discovered in various districts of Southern India. Among
them has been found the gold picce which was struck by the
Emperor Claudius (41-54 A.p.) to commemorate the conquest
of Britain. Further evidence of the trade between Southern
India and the West is supplied by words. Our pepper comes to
us from the Tamil pippali through the Greek peperi.

Sravasti, v, List of Cities, No. 5 (App. B.).

SURASENA. the region of Muttra in the United Provinces.

Surparaka, v. APARANTA.

Sutudri, the Vedic name for the Sutlej, called by the Greeks
Zadadrus aor Zaradus. Like all the great rivers of the Punjab,
the Sutlej has changed its course in historical times, and some

of its descrted channels are still to be traced. At prsent it is
a tributary of the Indus; but in the time of Alexander the

ng in the
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Great it was probably an independent river fowing into the
Rann of Cutch. jon’

DAKSHINAPATHA, the Deccan, the ‘Southern Regl. 0
(Sanskrit dakshina, Prakrit dakkhina=‘south’) as oppos€
Uttarapatha, the ‘Northern Region.’ B)

Dhanyakataka, v. List of Cities, No.l. Amaravati (APP- 77

Drishadvati, the ‘Stony River,” v. p, 26.

GANDHARA, v. p. 43. —

Ganga. the Ganges, the most celebrated of the sacred vivers
of India. It is only mentioned once directly in the ch'veda’
and that in a late passage. This fact indicates that the Aryan
settlers had not yet occupied the plain of the Ganges when the
hymns of the Rig-veda were composed.

Girinagara, See App. C.

Girivraja, v. MAGADHA. -

Godavari, the river of Southern India which still bears the
same name.

Gomati, the name in the Rig-veda of the present Fiver
Gumal, a tributary of the Indus.

Hastinapur. v. List of Cities, No. 6. Indraprastha. (APP- B.)

Himalaya, the ‘Abode of Snow, called in the Rig-veda
Himavant, the ‘Snowy Mountain’, and by the Greeks Imaus,
Himaus, or Hemodus. all more or less successful attempts O

reproduce in the Greek alphabet the Prakrit equivalents of the
Vedic name,

Iravati, v. Parushni.

KaccHa, the ‘Shore,’ the country which still bears the same
name, though it is now usually spelt Cutch. The word seems
to be a Prakrit form of the Sanskrit kaksha, ‘a girdle.’

Kast. the modern Benares, a small kingdom the possession
of which was sometimes in dispute between its more power-
ful neighbours Kosala (Oudh) and Videha (Tirhut) at the
period when  Buddha lived. It is usually associated with
Kosala.

KAaLiNGA, the country lying along the east coast of India
petween the Mahanadi and the Godavari. Kalinga was
conquercd by Asoka (v. p. 56); but on the decline of the
Maurya Empire it again became independent (v. p. 61).

KaMaruPA, the ancient name of Assam.

Kampilya, v. PANCHALA.

Kapilavastu, v. Sakya.

Kausambi, v. Vatsa.

Kaveri, the Cauvery River of Southern India. the ‘Ganges
F. 6
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of the South.’ . .

KERALA, also written Chera, an ancient kingdo
ern India comprising the modern Malabar, Cochin. aqd T; ins-
core. The namc of its king appears as Keralaputra in the
criptions of Asoka. , ) 0 the

KONGU-DESa, the Districts of Salem and Coimbatore 11
Madras Presidency. .

KosALA, a kin):gdom lying to the east of Panchala and to :Ec
west of Videha. It is the modern Province of Qudh 10t the
United Provinces. Its chief cities were Ayodhaya or Saketa
and Sravasti.

Krishna, the ‘Black River,” the modern Kistna.

KRr1vi, v. PANCHALA. .

Krumu. the name in the Rig-veda for the modern I1Ver
Kurram, a western tributary of the Indus.

Kubha, the name in the Rig-veda for the Kabul River: .

Kuru, the name of the most important pcople of India in
the time of the Brahmanas. Kuru-kshetra, or the ‘Field of the
Kurus’ (v. p. 24) may be described as the Eastern half of the
State of Patiala and the Delhi division of the Punjab. The
holy land of Brahmavarta lay within its border on the north-
west, and its eastern limit was formed by the River Jumna.
But the territories occupied by the Kurus extended to the east
far beyond the limits of Kurukshetra. ‘Their ancient capital
Hastinapura was situated on the Ganges in the Meerut District
of the United Provinces. They must, therefore. have occupied
the northern portion of the doab, or the region between the
Jumna and the Ganges, having as their neighbours on the east
the North Panchalas, and on the south the South Panchalas,
. Who held the rest of the doab as far as the land of the Vatsas,
the corner where the two rivers meet at Prayaga (Allahabad).
The Kurus and Panchalas are constantly associated in early
Sanskrit literature and the name Kuru-Panchala is often used
to denote their united countries.

_ For the later and more celebrated capital of the Kurus. v.
List of Cities, No. 6, Indraprastha (App. B).
. Lanka sometimes derrotes Ceylon, and sometimes the city
1n the island which was the capital of the demon Ravana, whose
abduction of Sita and subsequent destruction by Rama form
part of the story of the Ramayana.

LiccHavi, v, Vaisali.

MapHyA-DESA, the ‘Middle Country,’ o, p. 26.

MacGabHa, Southern Bihar, the Districts of Gaya and Patna

m of South-
avan-
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in Bihar, a kingdom of the greatest political i{nportflncc in the
history of Ancient and Mecdieval India. The rise of the
Maurya Empire of Magadha is described in Chapter VIIL
(p- 58). Once again in later history did Magadha become the
centre of a great empire, under the Gupta Dynasty, the estab-
lishment of which is marked by its era which begins n th'{ year
319 An, The ancient capital of Magadha was Girivraja or
Rajagriha, the site of which is marked by ruins at the village.
of Rajgir in the Patna District. The later capital was Patali-
putra, for which v, List of Cities, N. 11 (App- B).

Mahanadi, the ‘Great River,’ which still retains its name.
It flows through the Orissa and was the northern limit of the
ancient kingdom of Kalinga. :

MAHARASHIRS, the Maratha Country, the Districts of
Nasik. Poona, Satara, and the Kolhapur State in the Bombay
Presidency.  The inhabitants of this region are called Rathikas
(Sanskrit Rashirika) in the inscriptions of Asoka and are
associated with the Pitenikas or pcople of Paithan.

MaLava. (1) Malwa in Centra]l India. It was sometimes
divided into two kingdom: Avanti or W. Malava with its
capital Ujjayini (Ujjain), and Akara or E. Malava with its
capital Vidisa (Bhilsa).

(2) (Also spelt Malaya, or Malaya) a people living in the
Punjab and known from Sanskrit literature. They are the
Malli of the historians of Alexander the Great.

The name was probably that of a tribe which had settle-
ments in different parts of India.

Maru, the Thar or Great Indian Desert of Rajputana.

Mathura, v. Lis¢ of Cities, No. 9 (App. B).

Matsys, the name of a people mentioned in the Rig-veda.
In the period of the Mahabharata they lived to the south of the
Kurus and to the west of the Surasenas. Their country is
tl}c }nodcrn State of Alwar in Rajputana and some adjacent
districts.

Mithila. v, List of Cities, No. 10 (App. B).

Narmada, the modern river Narbada.

NISHADHA, an apcient kingdom on the south of the
Vindhya MOUnt.ains. It lay to the south of Malva and to the
north-west of ‘Vldarblm. It is best known as the realm of King
Nala, in the ‘Story of Nala,” an episode of the Mahabharata,

PALLAVA, a beople of Southern India having as their capi-
tal Kanchi (Conjeeveram).

PANCHALA. a people who appear to be identical with the
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Krivis mentioned in the Rig-veda. The namc would suggest
that they were a confederation of five tr'fbfzs (Sanskrit Pan(:‘ha,
‘five’). In history they are sometimes divided into two Kking-
doms—South Panchala, the country between the Jumna and
Ganges to the east and south-east of the Kur'us and Sura-
senas, and North Panchala, districts of the United Pr.ovinccs
lying east of the Ganges and north-west of the Prpvmce of
Oudh. The capital of South Panchala was Kampilya, now
represented by ruins at the village of Kampil in the Farrukha-
bad District. It appears in the Mahabharata as the capital of
King Draupada, the father of Krishna or Draupadi, who became
the wifc of the five sons of Pandu. The capital of North Pan-
chala was Ahicchatra, also mentioned in the Mahabharata and
now a ruined site still bearing the same name near the village
of Ramnagar in the Bareilly District.

The Panchalas are often associated with the Kurus: o,
Kuru.

Panpva, an ancient people occupying the modern Districts
of Madura and Tinnevelly in the extreme south of India. They
are mentioned by Greek and Latin authors and also by the
Emperor Asoka in his edicts.

Paropanisus, sometimes written Paropamisus, the Greek
name for the Hindu Kush which was also sometimes called the
Indian Caucasus. It is the Greek form of Paruparesanna, the
name which the people of this region bear in the Babylonian
and Susian versions of the inscription of Darius at Behistun
(v. p. 45).

Parushni, the name in the Rig-veda of the river which is
called in later Sanskrit Iravati, the modern Ravi, It is the
Hydraotes of the Greeks. It is celebrated in the Rig-veda in
connexion with the victory of Sudas over the ten Kings.

Pataliputra, v. List of Cities, No. 11 (App. B).

Pratishthana, v, List of Cities, No. 12 (App. B).

Prayaga. v. List of Cities, No. 13 (App. B).

Rajagriha, v. MAGADHA,

Rohini, v. SAKya.

Sadanira, v, VipEHA. (For Sakala and Sakya, see p. 80).

SAMATATA, the ‘Even Shore,’ the ancient name of ‘the
Ganges delta.

Sarasvati, the ‘River of Lakes.’ v. p. 26.

Sindhu, the ancient name of the Indus, the river from which
India derives its name (v. p. 18).

SINDHU-SAUVIRA, the lower valley of the Indus, approxi-
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mately the modern Province of Sind. The two parts of the
compound arc often used separately as names having much the
same meaning.
Sipra, v. List of Cities. No. 15. Ujjayini (App. B).
SURASHTRA, the ‘Good Kingdom,” Kathiawar and a part of
Gujarat in Western India. The name survives in the modern
name Surat. (Sravasti, Surasena, Surparaka, Sutudri, see p. 80).
Suvastu, the ‘River of Good Dwellings,’ the name in the
Rig-veda for the Swat, a tributary of the Kabul River.
Takshasila, v. List of Cities, No. 14 (App. B.).
TaMrararnt. (1) the Saaskrit name of a town in Ceylon,
sometimes used in a wider sense to denote the whole island.
In this latter sense it occurs in its Pali form Tambapanni in
Buddhist literature and in the inscriptions of Asoka. It is
known to Greck and Latin writers as Taprobane. (2) Tam-
braparni, a river in the Tinnevelly Dist. of Madras.

Tapi, the Sanskrit name of the modern river Tapti in
Western India.

Ujjayini, v. List of Cities, No. 15 (App. B.).

Vaisali, the modern Basarh in the Hajipur subdivision which
occupies the south-western corner of the Muzaffarpur District
of Bihar. The ancient sitc is marked by a large mound of
ruins and by a magnificent uninscribed pillar of Asoka which
is surmounted by the figure of a lion. It is described by the
Chinesc Buddhist pilgrim, Hiuen Tsiang, who visited the spot
carly in the seventh century Anp. In the sixth century B.C.
Vaisali was the seat of a small but powerful aristocratic oligarchy
of nobles belonging to the Licchavi clan which seems to have
been a branch of the Vriji tribe. The Vrijis formed a con-
federacy, and the country of the Vrijis seems to have included
not only Vaisali but also the larger adjoining realm of Videha.
It was at Kundapura, the modern Basukund, a suburb of Vaisali,
that V.ardhamana Jnataputra, the founder of Jainism, was born.
Vaisali was famous also in the annals of Buddhism ; and it was
here that the Second Buddhist Council was held a hundred
years after. Buddha’s death for the purpose of correcting certain
abuses which had grown up in the doctrine and practices of the
religious community. Vaisali, situated near the opposite bank of
the Ganges, was a standing menace to Pataliputra and stood in
the way of the expansion of the kingdom of Magadha. It was
accordingly reduced to submission by Ajatasatru, the king of
Magadha, shortly after Buddha’s death. The removal of this
obstacle cleared the way for the cxtension of the political
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influence of Magadha not only over Videha (Tirhut) but also
over Kosala (Oudh), and is thercfore an important fact in the
growth of the empirc of Magadha. '

Vaijayanti, v. List of Cities, No. 16 (App. B.).

VANGA, the old form of the modern name Bengal. Ie
denoted the western and central districts of the present pro-
vince, viz. Murshidabad, Birbhum, Burdwan, and Nadia.

Vartsa, the region of Prayaga (v. List of Citics, No. 13), or
Allahabad in the United Provinces. Its capital was Kausambi
which has been identified, though not with absolute certainty,
with Kosam, the name bornc by two adjacent villages (Kosam
Inam and Kosam Khiraj) in the Allahabad District.

ViparBHA, the modern Berar, now attached to the Central
Provinces. It was the kingdom of Bhima, the father of
Damayanti, the heroine of the ‘Story of Nala.’ The tradition
of a war between Magadha and Vidarbha is preserved in
Kalidasa’s historical drama Malavikagnimitra (c. 400 a.p.).
Kalidasa, like Shakespeare, was probably careless about details
of ancient history or geography; and some of thc information
which we derive from the Malavikagnimitre is no doubt inexact,
If we may correct and supplement this information from other
sources, we may suppose that early in the second century ».c.,
when the Sunga king Pushyamitra was reigning over
Magadha with his son Agnimitra as viceroy of the Province
of Malava, there was a war between Malava and Vidarbha,
which was at that period probably a province of the Andhra
Empire.

VipeEHA, Tirhut or Northern Bihar. It probably comprised
the districts of Champaran, Muzaffarpur, and Darbhanga in the
Province of Bihar. In its south-west corner (the Hajipur
subdivision of the Muzaffarpur District) lay the little state of
Vaisali Videha was separated from Magadha (S. Bihaf) by the
Ganges, and from Kosala (Oudh) by the river Sadanira,
probably the Great Gandak. It was the realm of King
Janaka, the father of Sita, the heroine of the Ramayana. Tts
capital was Mithila.

Vidisa, v. MALAVA. :

Vipas or Vipasa, the Hyphasis of the Greeks and the
modern Beas.

Vindhya, the range of mountains still beayine the same
name. It is usually regarded in Sanskrit literatoul'e as the
natural boundary between Northern and Southern India.

Vitasta, the name in the Rig-veda for the Hydaspes of
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Alexander’s historians and the modern river Jhelum. Latin
classical writers use ‘Hydaspes, like ‘Britain,” to denote
some far remote region on the confines of the habitable world ;
e.g. Horace (Odes 1. xxii) :
quz loca fabulosus
Lambit Hydaspes.

These geographical references are not always strictly correct,
as, for example, Virgil’s ‘Medus Hydaspes’ (Georgics. iv. 211)
which would place the river in Persia.

VRij1, v. Vaisali.

Yamuna, the ‘Twin River, the Jumna, the sister of the
Ganges. It is mentioned three times in the Rig-veda. At

that period it probably marked the extreme limit to which the
Aryan settlements had yet extended,



APPENDIX B

LIST OF CITIES INDICATED BY NUMERALS IN THE
MAP (AT THE END)

1. Amaravati. ‘the Abode of the Imnortals,” a village in
the Guntur District of Madras on the Krishna (Kistna)
River. Near it stood Dhanyakataka (Dharanikotta) one of
the capitals of Andhra-desa, ‘the Country of the Andhras.’
Amaravati is famous for its Buddhist stupa, oncc probably the
most magnificent of all the monuments of India, but now ruined
by the vandalism of modern times. Some of its scuiptures in
white marble are preserved on the great staircase of the British
Museum and others in the Madras Museum.

2. Ayodhya, the modern Ajodhya, a sacred town on the
Gogra River in the Fyzabad District of the United Provices.
It was the capital of the kingdom of Kosala (Oudh). and the
residence of King Dasaratha, the father of Rama of the Rama-
yana. Oudh (Awadh) is simply the modern form of the name.

In Buddhist literature Saketa appears as the capital of
Kosala, and as one of the largest cities of India. It has been
supposed that either Saketa and Ayodhya were identical or that
they were adjacent cities like London and Westminster. .

3. Bhrigu-kaccha, ‘the Shore of Bhrigu’ a legendary king
later spelt Bharu-kaccha, the Greek Barugaza and the modern
Broach. a town in the Bombay Presidency ncar the mouth of the
Narmada (Narbada). In ancient times it was a famous sea-port.

4. Siakala, the modern Sialkot in the Lahore Division of
the Punjab, was the capital of the Madras who are known in the
later Vedic period (Brihadaranyaka Upanishad). Sakala-dvipa,
or the ‘island’ of Sakala, was the name for the doab, or land
lying ‘between the two rivers Chandrabhaga (Chenab) and
Iravati (Ravi). Sakala. was the capital, or one of the capitals,
of the Greek kings of the House of Euthydemus, and the residence
of Menander (Milinda) (v. p 69). After the invasion of the
Hunas (Huns) in the last quarter of the fifth century A.D., it
became the capital of Toramana and his son Mihirakula

5. Sravasti, the modern Set Mahet in the Gonda Djsrict of
Oudh, a city of the kingdom of Kosala intimately associated
with the teaching of Buddha. Many of his discourses are said
to have been delivered while he was residing there in the
monastery of the Jetavana. a large park which had been pur-
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chased for him from Prince Jera by the wealthy merchant
Anathapindika. The price was represented by the number of
the square coins of the period (v. Plate 1I. 1), which when
placed edge 1o edge sufficed to cover the ground. This
purchase is the subject of a bas relief on the great Buddhist
stupa at Bharhut, in the Nagod State of Central India.

6. Indraprastha, the modern Indarpat near Delhi, was the
second capital of the Kurus. According to the story told
in the Mahabharata, the blind king, Dhritarashtra, with his
hundred sons, continued to rule at the old capital Hastinapura
on the Ganges, while he assigned to his nephcws, the five
Pandus, a district on the Jumna where they founded Indra-
prastha. The ‘Field of the Kurus.' or the region of Delhi,
was the scene of the subsequent war between the Kurus and the
Pandus when, according to the epic in its present form, all the
nations of India were ranged on one side or the other; and it
has becn the great battlefield of India ever since, as it forms a
narrow strip of habitable country lying between the Himalayas
and the Indian Desert through which every invading army
x_Erom the Punjab must force its way. Becausc of this strategical
importance Delhi became the capital of India under the Mughal
emperors, who came into India by land from the north-west.
The British. on the other hand, who camce by sca made their
carlicst capitals near the coast.

7. Kanchi, the modern Conjeeveram (Kachi-puram) in the
Chingleput District of Madras. 1t was the capital of the Pallavas.

) 8 Kanyakubja, the modern Kanauj in the Farrukhabad
})r:;‘i‘;;th?:toihe l%nited Provinces, an ancient city famous in
two Sanskeit )";0 dshe fancxftll der.watl’on of its name from thc?
gave rise {0 :h , kanya ‘a mmdc?n and kubja ‘hunchback,
Ramayana, of 1 ¢ legend, told in the 'ﬁrst book_ of the
were cond:: mncde hupc!red daugptcrs of King Kusanabha who
Vayu as a pumisl to this defor.mgty by the curse of .the rishi
story is aleo 1 ;l:lmeng for declining his offer of marriage. The
pilgrim, Hiue,, 'T‘Ylth variations, by the Chinese Buddhist
Harshavardhans Siliang_. .who V}31ted the court of King

9. Mathury ath' anauj early in the §eventh century A.D.
ly written Mutps, which §tlll.retams its ancient name now uspal-
Provinces, Tt wa’ Is a city in the Agra Division of the United
the birthplace O?S lghe capital of the Surasenas. and, as being
Hindus, Tt was the god Krishna, it was held secred by the

£ as governed by native princes, whose names are
known from their coins, in the second century m.c., and it
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passed from them into the possession of one of the families of
Saka satraps, ¢. 100 B.c. (v. the Lion Capital of Mathura on
Plate IV, and the note in App. D.). Under the Kushana
Empire it was an important religious centre of the Jains,

10. Mithila. the capital of the kingdom of Videha (Tirhut
or N. Bihar) and the residence of King Janaka, the father of Sita
the heroine of the Ramayana.

11. Pataliputra, the modern Patna, the capital of Magadha
under the Maurya Empire. It is described by Megasthaanes,
the Greek ambassador of Seleucus, king of Syria, who visited
the court of Chandragupta, ¢. 300 s.c. (Ch. VII).

12. Pratishthana, the modern Paithan on the Godavari in
the Aurangabad District of the Nizam's Dominions. It was
the capital of the western provinces of the Andhra Empire.

13. Prayaga, the modern Allahabad in the United Pro-
vinces. It is the sacred region where Ganges and Jumna meet.

14. Takshasila, the Taxila of the Greeks. Its site is
marked by miles of ruins near Shahdheri or Dher i Shahan, the
‘Mound of the Kings,’ in the Rawalpindi District of the Punjab.
It was the most celebrated University town of Ancient India
where students learnt ‘the three Vedas (Rig, Yajur and Saman)
and the eighteen arts” The district of Takshasila sometimes
formed an independent kingdom, as in the days of Alexander
the Great ; but it is often regarded as a province of the kingdom
of Gandhara.

15. Ujjayini on the Sipra, a tributary of the Charmanvatj
(Chumbal), in the modern Ujjain in Gwalior, Central India. It
was the capital of Avanti or W. Malava, and the residence and
the viceroy of the western provinces both under the Maurya and
the Gupta Empires. Owing to its position it became a great
commercial centre. Here met the three routes, from the
Western Coast with its sea-ports Surparaka (Sopara) and
Bhrigukaccha (Broach), from the Deccan. and from Sravastj jn
Kosala (Oudh). It was also a great centre of science and
literature. The Hindu astronomers reckoned thejr first
meridian of longitude from Ujjayini, and the dramas of Kalidasa
were performed on the occasion of the Spring Festival before
its viceregal court, c. 400 A.D.

16. Vaijayanti, the modern Banavasi in the N. Kanara
District of the Bombay Presidency. It was the capital of the
south-western provinces of the Andhra Empire. It wags after-
wards held by the Chutu family of Satakarnis and from them
it passed to the Kadambas.
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APPENDIX D

NOTES ON THE ILLUSTRATIONS

THE GIRNAR ROCK IN 1869

(Platc I, Frontispicce, and Plate V4

) R L .
‘GIRNAR, the Sanskrit Girinagara, the Hlllll City, was in
ancient times the name of Junagadh in Kathiawar. It is now

applied to the sacred mountain on the east gt tl}e cty. At }hc
foot of this mountain stands a rock which is without question
one of the most interesting and valuab}e of all historical
monuments, It is about twelve feet in height and seventy-five
fect in circumference at the base; and it has engraved on its
surface records of three kings belonging to'three different
dynasties which have ruled over Western India :—(1) Asoka,
the Maurya Emperor, c. 250 B.c.; (2) Rudradaman, the
Mahakshatrapa or ‘Great Satrap’ of Surashtra and Malava
(inscription dated in the year 72 of what was called at a later
date the Saka era=150 ap.); and () Skandagupta, the Gupta
Emperor  (inscription bearing dates in the years 136,
1387, and 138 of the Gupta era beginning in 319 A.p.=455, 456,
and 457 a.p.).

The illustration is from a photograph taken by James
Burgess in 1869. Since that date the rock has been protected
from further injury by a roof. The fourteen edicts of Asoka
arc engraved on the north-cast face of the rock and cover
4 space of about 100 square feet. The inscription of Rudra-
daman Occupies the top, and the inscription of Skandagupta
the west face,

The edicts of Asoka have already been described- (v. ch.
VIL) The subjoined reproduction of an impression of the
sccond edict will serve to jllustrate the beautiful Brahmi writing
‘fJf the. period—the letters in the original are about two inches
In height—and the translation which is appended will show
the historical importance of these inscriptions,

TRANSLITERATION

(1) Savrata vijitamhi devanam priyasa priyadasino rano
(2) evam api prachamtesu yatha Choda Pada Satiyaputo
Keralaputo a Tamba-
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(3) pamni Amtiyako Yonaraja ye vapi tasa Amtiyakasa
samipam,

(4) rajano savrata devanam priyasa priyadasino rano dve
chikichha kata

(5) manusa-chikichha cha pasu-chikichha cha osudhani
cha yani manusopagani cha

(6) paso[pa]gani cha yata yata nasti savrata harapitani cha
ropapitani cha

(7) mulani cha phalani cha yata yata nasti savrata hara-
pitani cha ropapitani cha.

(8) pamthesu kupa cha khanapita vrachha cha ropapita
paribhogaya pasumanusanam.

TRANSLATION

‘Everywhere in the realm of his Gracious Majesty, the
King, the Beloved of the Gods, and likewise also in the border
lands, such as (the couatries of) ihe Cholas the Pandyas,
Satiyaputra, Kcralaputra, as far as Ceylon, Antiochus the Greek
king, or the kings in the neighbourhood of the said Antiochus,
everywhere has his Gracious Majesty, the King, the Beloved of
the Gods, provided remedies of two kinds, remedies for men
and remedies for animals; and herbs, both such as arc service-
able to ien and serviceable to animals, wheresoever there
were none, has he everywhere caused to be procured and plant-
ed, roots also and fruits, wheresocver there were none, has he
everywhere caused to be procured and planted, and on the high-
ways has he caused wells to be dug and trees to be planted
for the enjoyment of animals and men.’

COINS OF ANCIENT INDIA
(Plate II)
1. PuUNcH-MARKED CoOIN

Obv. A number of symbols. )

Rev. Traces of symbols. Silver.

This represents the primitive form of Indian comage.
which is little more than a currency of square or oblong pieces
cut out of a flat plate of silver. The symbols punched on to
the coin on the obverse are supposed to be the private marks
of the money-changers, while those on the reverse, which arc
almost invariably fewer in number and of a somewhat differ-

ent character, may possibly denote the locality in which the
coins were issued.
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2. AnciENT Cast CoIN

Obv. Rano Dhamapalasa=‘(Coin) of King Dharmapala’,.
in every ancient Brahmi characters written from right to left.
Rev. Blank. Bronze.

Coins of this class are found at the village of Eran in the
Saugor District of the Central Provinces. This coin has been
quoted in support of the view that the Brahmi alphabet was.
originally written from right to left like Kharoshthi (v.
p. 10).

3. GuiLp TOKEN

Obv. Steel-yard ; above, Dujaka or Dojaka, in Kharoshthi
characters.

Rev. in incuse. Negama = ‘Merchants’ in  Brahmi
characters. Bronze.

The use of these tokens is uncertain, as also is the meaning
of the legend on the Qbverse.

4. PANTALEON

Obv. in incuse. Maneless lion to right; Greck legend,
Basileos Pantalcontos=‘(Coin) of King Pantaleon.’

Rev. An Indian dancing girl; Brahmi legend. Rajilne]
Pamtalevasa. Bronze,

) Pantaleon was one of the earliest Greek kings of Bactria to
reign also in India. The square shape of this coin shows the
influence of the old Indian currency of the district in which jt
was struck.

5. ANcIENT STRUCK COIN : SINGLE Dic

Oby. A Chaitya, or Buddhist shrine; to left, Valasvaka in,
Brahmi characters; to right, a standing figurc worshipping"
beneath him, the symbol called nandi-pada, ‘the footprint oi’E
Nandi® (Siva’s bull).

Rev. Blank. Bronze.

It has been suggested that the legend Vatasvaka may denote
the ‘Fig-tree’ (vata) branch of the Asvakas, a people of North-
Western India who may perhaps be the Assakenoi of Alexan-
der’s historians. The three early forms of Indjan coinage—
punch-marked, cast, and struck on one side only—are illustrated
by Nos. 1, 2, and 5 respectively.

'In the case of all the bilingual coins representeq ; i ate, the
Indian legend is an exact translation of the Greek. i this_ plate,
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6. SOPHYTES

Obv. Helmeted head of king to right.

Rev. Cock to right ; above, on left, a caduceus (the emblem
of the Greek god Hermes); Greck legend, Sophutou=*(Coin)
of Sophytes.’ Silver.

The coin is purely Greek in style. At the time of Alexan-
der’s invasion, Sophytes, whose name in its Greek form is sup-
posed to represent the Sanskrit Saubhuti, was ruling over a
kingdom in the Punjab. He entertained Alexander with the
spectacle of a fight in which four of his dogs were matched
against a lion. As his sporting propensities were so strong, it
is impossible that the cock on his coins may be a fighting cock.
That sport was certainly popular in Ancient India.

7. ANTIALCIDAS

. Obv. Bust of king to right; Greek legend, Basileos nike-
phorou | Antialkidou=‘(Coin) of King Antialcidas, the Victo-
rious.’

"Rev. Zcus scated on a throne and holding in his right hand
a figure of Nike (the goddess of victory); on the left, the
forcpart of an elephant with trunk upraised ; Kharoshthi legend,
Maharajasa jayadharasa | Amdtialikitasa. Silver.

The type of Zcus enthroned is frequently found on the coins
of the Greek princes of the house of Eucratides to which

Antialcidas belonged. For the Indian inscription in which he
is mentioned, v. p. 71.

8. MENANDER

Obv. Bust of king thrusting a spear to felt; Greek legend,

Basileos soteros | Menandrou="(Coin) of King Menander, the
Saviour.’

Rey. Athene hurling a thunder-bolt to right; Kharoshthi
legend, Maharajasa tratarasa | Menamdrasa. Silver.
For Mcnander, v. p. 63. He belonged to the family of
Euthydemus, of which the figure of Athene is the most
characteristic coin-type.
9. DEMETRIUS
Obv. Head of clephant to right.
Rev. Caduc?us; Greek legend, Basileos Demetriou, ‘(Coin)
of King Demetrius.’ Bronze.
10. MAuEs
Obv. Head of elephant to right.

r. 7
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Rev. Caduceus ; Greek legend, Basileos Mauou, ‘(Coin) of
King Maues.’ Bronze.

These coins, the second of which is an exact imitation ot
the first, show that the rule of the district in which they
circulated passed from the Greeks of the housc of Euthydemus
to the Sakas (v. 73-74). '

11. EUCRATIDES

Obvu. Helmeted bust of king to right.

Rev. The caps of the Dioscuri (Castor and Pollux) sur-
mounted by stars; two palms; below, a monogram; Greek
legend, Basileos Eukratidou="‘(coin) of King Eucratides.’

Silver.

12. LiAkA KusuLAKA

Obv. Helmeted bust to right.

Rev. The caps of the Dioscuri ; two palms ; below, a mono-
gram ; Legend in Greek characters, [Li]ako [KJozoulo,

Silver.

Similarly these coins show the transition of the distric; to
which they belong from the rule of the house of Eucratides to
the Sakas. Liaka Kusulaka was a satrap and the father of Patika
whose inscription at Takshasila was engraved in the reign of
the Great King Moga (the Maues or Moa of the coins) and is
dated in the seventy-eighth year of an cra which has not yet
been determined. (v. p. 74).

13. DHARAGHOSHA, KING OF AUDUMBARA

Obv. Standing figure (probably of Visvamitra, the rishi of
the third book of the Rig-veda) ; Kharoshthi legends ; (1) Around,
Mdhadevasa rana Dharaghoshasa | Odumbarisa=‘(Coin) of the
Great Lord, King Dharaghosa | Prince of Audumbara’; (2)
across, Visvamitra. '

Rev., Trident battle-axe; Tree within railing ; Brahmi

legend (identical with the Kharoshthi legend (1) on the
Obverse), Silver.

Audambara, or the country of the Udumbaras, was situated
in that region of the Punjab in which the two alphabets of
Ancient India, Brahmi and Kharoshthi, were used concurrent-
ly. The coins are found in the neighbourhood of Pathankot
in the Gurdaspur District. They show the influence of the
Greek type of coinage. In fabric and style they somewhat
resemble the coins of Apollodotus, a prince of the house of
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Euthydemus, and they are sometimes found in association with
them. Their date would seem to be about 100 B.Cc.

THE BESNAGAR COLUMN
(Plate III, and Plate VI)

This monument is best described in the words of J. H.
Marshall, the Director Gencral of Archacology in India.
He says (Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1909, p. 1953):

“When examining the ancient site of Besnagar, near Bhilsa,
in the extreme south of the Gwalior State my attention was
drawn to a stone column standing near a large mound, a little
to the north-east of the main site, and separated from it by a
branch of the Betwa river. This column had been noticed by
A. Cunningham as far back as 1877, and a description of it
(though not a wholly accurate one) appeared in his Report for
that year. The shaft of the column is a monolith, octagonal at
the base, sixteen-sided in the middle, and thirty-two-sided
above, with a garland dividing the upper and middle portions;
the capital is of the Persepolitan bell-shaped type, with a
massive abacus surmounting it and the whole is crowned with a
palm-lcaf ornament of strangely unfamiliar design, which 1
strongly suspect did not originally belong to it. In 1877 this
column was thickly encrusted from top to bottom, as it still is, °
with vermilion paint smeared on it by pilgrims, who generation
after generation have come to worship at the spot.”

‘The subsequent removal of the paint revealed the inscrip-
tion, the historical importance of which has been already des-
cribed (p- .71): A specimen of the coinage of the Grzco-Indian
King, Antialcidas, is shown in Plate II, No, 7. The inscription
shows that the figure on the top of the column, if original,
should represent Garuda, who has the form of a bird and is
supposcd to carry the god Vishnu. There is also a smaller
inscription of two lines, apparently in verse. The text and
translation of the two inscriptions here given are based on
the readings and interpretations proposed by Bloch, Fleet,
Barnett, and Venis, in various articles which will be found

in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society for the years 1909
and 1910.
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TRANSLITERATION
A

(1) Devadevasa Va [sude]vasa Garudadhvaje ayam
(2) karite i[a] Heliodorena bhaga-

(3) vatena Diyasa putrena Takhasilakena

(4) Yona-dutena agatena maharajasa

(5) Amtalikitasa upa[m]ta sakasam rano

(6) Kasiput[r]asa Bhagabhadrasa tratarasa

(7) vasena [chatu]dasemna rajena vadhamanasa

B

(1) Trini amuta-padani—[su] anuthitani
(2) nayamti svaga dama saga apramada.

"TRANSLATION
A

“This Garuda-column of Vasudeva (Vishnu) the god of
gods, was erected here by Heliodorus, a worshipper of Vishnuy,
the son of Dion, and an inhabitant of Taxila, who came as
Greek ambassador from the Great King Antialcidas to King
Kagputra Bhagabhadra, the Saviour, then reigning prosperous-
ly in the fourteenth year of his kingship.”

B

[ .
, Three immortal precepts (footsteps)...when practiseq
cad to heaven—self-restraint, charity, conscientiousness,”

THE MATHURA LION-CAPITAL
(Plate 1V, and Plate V B)

surn]ThlS' c.agltal‘of hard red sandstone must originally have

ounted a pillar, It was discovered by the late Pandit
Bhagvanial Indraji at Muttra, where it was built into the Lstc 5
of an altar devoted to the worship of Sitala, ¢y (e rroddelz;
of small-pox. The Pandit was also the first to decipher the
Kharoshthi inscriptions with which the capital g Cé)m letel
covered and to recognize their great historical value (v . 75)y
He bequcathed the capital to the British Museum, where FL ma:
now be seen in the Gallery of Religions. The illustr,ation (plate V})
represents the base of the capital where j; was jointed to
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the pillar. It contains the beginning of the chief inscription.
The transliteration and translation are, with a few slight
changes in the former, borrowed from the cdition of F. W.
Thomas in the Epigraphia Indica, vol. ix. p. 135.

TRANSLITERATION

(1) Mahachhatravasa Rajulasa
(2) agramahish (r)i-Ayasia-
(3) Komusaa dhitra

(4) Kharaostasa yuvarana

(6) matra Nadasi-Akasa. ..

TRANSLATION

“By the Chief Queen of the Great Satrap Rajula, daughter
of Ayasi-Komusa, mother of the Heir Apparent Kharaosta,
Nandasi-Akasa (by name)” [associated with the other
members of her family a relic of the Holy Sage, Buddha, was
deposited in the stupa].



APPENDIX L
OUTLINES OF GHRONOLOGY

It must be understood that many of the dates given arc only
approximately correct.

B.C.

1200-1000. Earliest Vedic hymns.

1000-800.

800-600.

600.
660-583.
600-200.
599-527.
563-483.
558-530.

543-491.

522-486.

491-459.

40C-300.
400-200.
343-321.
336-323.

331.

327-325.
321-184.
321-297.

312-280.

Period of the Vedic collections—Rig-veda, Sama-
veda, Yajur-veda, and Atharva-veda.

Pcriod of the Brahmanas.

The earliest Upanishads.

Zoroaster, the founder of the religion of the Avesta.

Period of the Sutras.

Vardhamana Jnataputra, the founder of Jainism,

Siddhartha Gautama, the founder of Buddhism.

Cyrus, king of Persia.

The conquest of Gandhara took place in his reign.
Bimbisara, king of Magadha, contemporary with

Buddha.
Darius I, king of Persia.

The expedition of Scylax and the conquest of
‘India,"=the country of the Indus, took place in
his reign, c. 510 B.c.

Ajatasatru, king of Magadha, contemporary with
Buddha.

Period of the Mahabharata.

Period of the Ramayana.

The Nanda dynasty of Magadha.

Alexander the Great, king of Macedon.

The battle of Gaugamela.

The Persian empire and, in theory, its Indian
provinces come under the sway of Alexander the
Great.

Indian expedition of Alexander the Great.
The Maurya dynasty of Magadha.
Chandragupta, king of Magadha, founder of the
Maurya empire.
Seleucus Nicator, king of Syria.
The Seleucid era dates from the beginning of his

reign.



B.C.
305.
297-269.
285-258.
285-247.

277-239.

272.

269-227.

261-246.
256.

250.

247-207.

246.
230.

220.
209.

200-100.
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Invasion of the Punjab by Seleucus Nicator.

Bindusara, king of Magadha and Maurya emperor.

Magas, king of Cyrene, contemporary with Asoka,

Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egypt, contemporary
with Asoka.

Antigonus Gonatas, king of Mecedon, contemporary
with Asoka.

Accession of Alexander, king of Epirus, contem-
porary with Asoka.

Asoka, king of Magadha and Maurya emperor.

The dates in Asoka’s inscription are reckoned from

his coronation in 264 B.c.

Antiochus II Theos, king of Syria, contemporary
with Asoka.

Conquest of Kalinga by Asoka in the ninth year
after his coronation.

Establishment of the kingdom of Bactria by
Diodotus, and of the kingdom of Parthia by
Arsaces.

Tissa, king of Ceylon, contemporary with Asoka.

Introduction of Buddhism into Ceylon by Mahendra
(Mahinda).

Euthydemus, king of Bactria, supplants the house
of Diodotus.

Establishment of the Andhra power (Satavahana
dynasty).

Invasion of Bactria and the Kabul Valley by
Antiochus III the Great, king of Syria
(223-187 B.C.).

Grzzco-Indian kings of the house of Euthydemus

ruling in N.W. India.

The Indian conquests of the Grazco-Bactrian kings
began in the reign of Euthydemus (c. 200 B.C.).
They werce extended over the Kabul Valley, Gan-
dhara, and ‘India’=the country of the Indus, by
Demetrius (c. 195 B.c). This house was deprived
of its possessions in Bactria, in the Kabul Valley,
and in  Gandhara by Eucratides (c. 175 B.C)
Subscquently, the chief centre of its power lay in
the E. Punjab. The chief princes of this house

after Demetrius were Apollodotus, Menander, and
the Stratos.
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B.C.
184-72.

175-25.

171-138.

150.
135.
100.

58.

50.

ANCIENT INDIA

The Sunga dynasty of Magadha and Malava.

The first king, Pushyamitra, ruled over Magadha,
with his son, Agnimitra, as viceroy of Malava. It
is pbssible that the king Bhagabhadra, who had
political relations with Antialcidas, a Graco-Indian
king of the house of Eucratides, may have been the
Sunga viceroy of Malava (p. 71).

Grzco-Indian kings of the house of Eucratides
ruling in N.W. India.

Eucratides wrested the Kabul Valley and Gan-
dhara from the house of Euthydemus; and kings of
his house held thesec provinces together with posses-
sions in Bactria until the Saka invasion of Bactria
(c. 135 B.C.); after which their rule was confined
to territories south of the Hindu Kush. They were
deprived of Gandhara by the Sakas c¢. 100 B.c,, and
of the Kabul Valley by the Kushanas ¢. 25. B.c, The
immediate successors of Eucratides were Heliocles
and Antialcidas. The last king of this house was

Hermaus.
Mithradates I., king of Parthija.

He invaded Bactria in the reign of Eucratides.
Kharavela, king of Kalinga.

The Saka invasion of Bactria.
The Saka invasion of N.W. India.

The Sakas conquered the Punjab from the
Grzco-Indian kings of the house of LEuthydemus
and Gandhara from the Grzco-Indian kings of the
house of Eucratides.

Initial year of the Vikrama era.

The establishment of this era marks the defeat
of the Sakas in Malava by a king who is known as
Vikramaditya.

A Pahlava dynasty (the family of Vonones) ruling
in N.W. India,

The precise relations of the Pahlavas (the family
of Vonones) to the Sakas (the family of Maues) are
uncertain ; but there was undoubtedly some  con-
nexion between them. It is probable that the two
peoples had been associated for centuries in the
eastern provinces (Drangiana=Seistan and .Aracho-
sia=Kandahar) of the Persian and Parthian empires.



B.C.

25,

A.D.
21-50.

30.

78.
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The appearance of the family of Vonones in India
seems to denote the extension to India of a Paffhlan
power alrcady established in these eastern pl‘OVmezsé
Conquest of the Kabul Valley by the Kushana chie
Kujula Kadphises.

The evidence of coins secems to indicate that
Kujula Kadphises was contemporary with the
Roman emperor Augustus (27 B.C-14 AD). I.-IIS
conquest of the last remaining Graco-Indian
kingdom in the Kabul Valley marks the beginning
of the extension of the Kushana power from Bactria
to India. During the period of his rule in .the
Kabul Valley, Gandhara, the Punjab, and Sind
were still held by the Pahiavas and the Sakas.

Gondopharnes, Pahlva king of N. W. India.

The Pablava power culminated and probably
began to decline under this king. His Takht-i-
Bhai inscription shows that he ruled in Gandhara,
and, if its dates are correctly interpreted, that he
began to reign in 21 ap. and was still reigning,
In 47 Ap. °
Wima Kadphises, Kushana king.

The cxtension of the Kushana power from the
Kabul Valley to ‘India’=the country of the Indus
began in his reign. ’
Kanishka, Kushana king.

. The Saka era, so called at a later date because
It was used for more than three centurics by th
Saka kings of Surashtra, originally satraps of the
Kushanas, probably marks the establishment, of he
Kushana empire under Kanishka. F ot the
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Important references are sepgrated from the rest by a semicolon

ABHIRA, T9

Acesines Chandrabhaga
Chenab— Asikni, gq..

Achiravati=Rapti, 80

Asgka, Maurya emperor, 55-58,
2
contemporary =~ Hellenic  sove-
reigns  mentioned in his
edicts, 11
sent missionaries to Hellenmw
kingdoms, 57
erected a pillar to mark

Buddha’s birthlace, 35, 56
conquest of Kalinga, 61
extent of his dominions, 11, 57
religious  toleration in  his
reign, 59
his heir-apparent mentioned in
his edicts, 58
his grandson Dasaratha, 58
Girnar inseription, 94
©. also inscriptions as sources of
history
Asrama, 31
Acts of St Thomas, 76
Asvaka, 96
Asvins, 43
Adhvaryu, 24
Agni=Lat, ignis, 22
Agnimitra, Sunga king, Viceroy of
Malava, 60, 86 - i
Al&cchatm, capital of N. Panchala,

Airya=Aryan, 3

Aitareya Brahmana, 29, 78

Ajatasatru (1) king of Kasi, 33
L (2) king of Magadha, 85

Ajivikas, Jain ascetics, 59

Akbar, Mughal emperor, 55

Alexander the Great, king of
Macedon :
inv:i.si%r; of the Punjab, 13, 47-

historians, 11, 47.48, 67
continued the Persian system of
gzvemmenb by satraps, 50-51,

no traces of his invasion left
in Indian literature or in-
stitutions, 52, 71
division of the Macedonian
empire after his death, 54
Alexander, king of Epirus, 11

Alexandria-sub-Caucasum, 47

alphabets, ancient, their decipher-
ment, 8, 10, 44, 67 .
v. also Cuneiform, Brahmi,

Kharoshthi, Greek
Amaravati, 88
Amitrochates—==Skt. Amitraghata, a.
title of Bindusara, 55
Anabusis of Alexander, 48, 50
Anathapindika, 89
Andhra, people and kingdom, 61-62,
78-79

Andhra-bhritya family of Andhra.
kings, 79
Anga, 79 . .
Antialcidas, Graeco-Indian king of
the house of Eucratides, 71, coin
of, 100
Antigonus  Gonatas, of
Mecedon, 11
Antiochus I Soter, king of Syria,.
55

king

Antiochus II Theos, king of Syria,
11, 57, 62, 95.
Antiochus TII the Great, king of
Syria :
his invasion of the Kabul
Valley, 63-64
Aornos, 48-49
Aparanta, 79
Apollodotus, Graeco-Indian kin
of the house of Euthydemus, 68,
69, 70, 74, 98
Arachosia=XKandahar, 47, 73, 74,.

76
Aranyakas, 31-32
arhat, 30
Aria, 47
Arria.n, 48: 50 .
Arsaces, first king of Parthia, 62
Artabanus I, king of Parthia, 63
Artabanus II, king of Parthia, 72
Artaxerxes I1I Mnemon, king of
Persia, 44
Artha-sastra, 55
arthavada, 28
Arya=Aryan, 3
Aryan group of Indo-European
family :
Persians and Indians, 15-17, 22
mig{a.tmn- into India, 14, 16,

progress of civilization;, 16-18
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civilization depicted in—
Rig-veda, 2]?-24
Yn.]ur-veda, 24-26
Atharva-veda, 25, 26
languages, 15-17
kings of Mitanni with Aryan
names, 43
non-Brahmanical Aryans, 29
Aryavarta, 20
Asikmi= Chandrabhhga— Acesines
—Chenab, 49, 79
Assakenoi, 96
Assam=—Kamarupa, 81
Assyria, 42 -
astronomy, Hindu and <
Atharva-veda, 21, 26 f.’)G reek, 70
Athene, figure of, .
atman, 31, 32
Audambara, coin of, 98-99
Augustus, Roman emperor, 65
ﬁurora, 22 ’
vanti=W. Malava, 83
Avesta, 2, 13, 15 o %
Ayasi-Komusa, 101
Ayodhya, 61, 88
Azes, Saka king, 76
BasyLoN, Babylonia,, 42, 43, 54
Babylonian language, 44, 45, 84
Bactria—=1Balkh, occupied by Per-
sian Aryans, 16
conquered by
Great, 47

Hgllllenic kingdom, 62-64, 65, 66,

b

. coin-types

Alexander the

its coins, 63, 66

transference of Greek rule to
India, 66

Parthian invasion, 67

Saka invasion, 66, 67, 72

Yueh chi occupats
Baluchistan, v. él:e%.;t)ls%g’ 67, €8

Barnett, Prof. L. D.. 100
Barugaza Broach
kaccha, q.v.

Beas—=Hyphasis — Vipas or Vipasa,

V.
Behistun, inscriptj i
ry 45’, o criptions of Darius at,

Bena.re3=Kasi, 81

Bangal:Vanga, 86

Bengal, Asiatic Society of, 3

Besnagar :t-°°lumn, 9

inscriptions, 71’ 72

Bl};xldra or Bh“draka’ Sunga king,

Bhagabhadra, Kasiputm

Bli“g ot Besnagar, 71, g
wagvanlal Indrgiit .

Bha%hub stupa, 61]“8,9 Pandit, 175

Bhima, kmg of Vidarbha_ 86

Brigu-kaccha “or Bharu-kaccha—

Bhrigu-

king reign-
0

107

Barugaza

Broach, 68, 69 88,

90
bilingual coins, 9-10, 66-67, 96-99
Bindusara, Maurya emperor, 55
Bloch, Dr., 100
Bolan Pass, 74
Bopp, Frano, 1
Brahman (Brahmana) caste,
its literature 4, 6
Brahmanas, 28-31, 40
language, 6, 29-30
geography, 30
religion 30- 31
Brahmanism, 18, 36
sacred language of,
Brahmarshi-desa, 26-27
Brahmavarta, 27
Brahmi alphabet, 9-10, 94-95
coin-legends, 95-96, 98
inscriptions, 94-1C0
Brahui language, 29
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, 88
Brihadratha, Maurya king,
British dominion in lndia, 14, 18
Broach—mBhrigu-kaccha, g.v.
Bucephalus, Bucephala, 50
Buddha==Siddhartha Gautama=—
Sakyamuni, 11, 35, 36, 88
relics of, 74, 100
his birthplace, 35, 56, 80
Buddhism, 11, 18, 35-37, 56
compared with Brahmanism, 34,
35, 36
patronised by Asoka, 56
professed by Saka satraps, 75
second council of Vajsali, 85
languages and literature of, 4,
7, 36, 3940, 43, 56 .
its disappearance from the main
continent of India, 36, 58
its retention in Ceylon
Nepal, 57, 58
Burgess, Dr James, 94
Cambyses, king of Persia, 43
caste-system, 21, 24, 25, 36
Caucasus — Hindu Kush
panisus, g.v.
Cenral Asia, 14, 17 i
Ceylon =Lanka or Tamraparnt :
early language and literature, .

24, 31’

7.8, 36-37

and’

— Paro-

epic poems, 40
Buddhism, 57-58
chakravartin, 51
Chanakya, 556 .
Chandrabhaga— Chenab— Acesines
= Asikni, g.v.
Chandragupta, Maurya emperor, 10-
11, 53-55
Chandragupta 1T

Vikramaditya, -
Gupta emperor, 61
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Charmanvati—= Chambal, 80
Chautang = Drishadvati, 26-27

Chedi, 8
era, 12 .
-Chenab— Chandrabhaga —Acesines

=Asikni, q.v.
Chera—=XKerala, 82
‘China, connexion with India, 13-14
Chinese Buddhist scriptures, 36
Buddhist pilgrims, 85, 90
historians, 4, 68
Chinese Turkestan, 10, 14
Chola, 80, 94
Chola-mandala= Coromandel, 80
chronology of Ancient India, 8, 11.
12, 102-5
sec also Puranas
Clgétu family, of Andhra kings, 78,

Sitala, 100

ci\éiiizations, primitive Indian, 16-16,

early Indo-European, 2-3
Aryan, 4.6, 14, 15-18, 19, 21-24,
Dravidian, 5, 14, 15-16
in Western Asia, 42-43
. in Chinese Turkestan, 14
Claudius, Roman emperor, 48, 80
coin-legends, language of, 7-8

bilingual, 910, 66, 67, 96.09
Brahmi 95, 97, 98

Kharoshthi, 74, 97, @9
Greek, 9-10, 66-67, 74, 96-99

coin-types : Athene, characteristic
Of6!t3},109 7house of Euthydemus, 68,
Zeus  enhroned, characteristic

of the house of Eucratides, 97
caduceus, 97-98

chaitya, 96
dancing girl, Indian, 97
Dioscuri, caps of, 98
elephant, head of, 97-98
Kapisa, tutelary deity of, 70
lion, maneless, 96
steel-yard, 95
symbols, " punch-marked, 96
tree within railing, 99
trident battle-axe, 98
_ Visvamitra, 97
coins as sources of history, 4, 9, 10
ancient Indian, 7-8, ©5-06, 88
Grazco-Indian, 9-10, 65, 66, 67,
68, 69, 74, 75, 97-99
Saka, 73-76, 98
Pahlava, 72.73, 75.77
Parthian, 67
Roman in §. India, 80
communities, oligarchical

or self-
governing, 29, 40

ANCIENT INDIA

comparative philology of Indo-
European languages, 1-3
conquests, nature of Indian, 51-52
coronation ceremonies in Aitareya
Brahmana, 20
Creesus, king of Lydia, 46
Crooke, Mr W., 18
Ctesias, 44, 45, 46, 48
cuneiform alphabet,
of, 44 .
Cunningham, Sir A., 99
Curtius (Q. Curtius Rufus), 48
Cutch, ». Kaccha
Sutlej, 80-81
Cyrene, 58
Cyrus, king of Persia, 42, 43, 45
DasaratHA (1) Maurya king 58
(2) father of Rama, 88
Daimachus, 55-56
Dakshina-patha = Deccan
=dakshina=‘southern’),
80
v. also Southern India
Damayanti, 86
Darius I, king of Persia, 45-46, 68
insciptions, 13, 44, 56, 72, 73
Darius 1I, king of Persia, 45
Darius I1I Codomannus, king of
Persia 47
Dasyu, 21
Deccan, v. Dakshina-patha
Southern India.
Delhi, r. Indraprastha .
Demetrius, Graco-Indian king of
the house of Euthydemus, 65-06,
68, 70
coins, 74-97 .
desiccation in Central Asia, 14
Devanampiya, 58, 94
Dhanyakataka
88

decipherment,

(dakkhina
16-17,

and

Dharanikotta,

Dharaghosha, king of Audumbara,
coin of, 97-99

dharma="Paii dhamma, 56, 60

Dharmapala, king -ruling at Tran,
coin of, 86

Dhritarashtra, 88

dialects, 7-8

Diodotus, Greek king of Bactria,
62, 64

Dionysius, 56

Dipavamsa, 40

Drangiana=S8eistan  (Sijistan), 67,
72-73, 84
Draupadi, 84

Dravidian civilization, 5, 14, 15-16
languages, 5, 16, 35

Drishadvati=Chautang, 24, 27

Drupada, 84

Dujaka or Dojaka, 96



INDEX

Dyaus-pitar, 23
dynastic lists, v. Puranas ;. Ceylon,
epic poems
cas-t (ling. cast), 22.23
Egypt, 43, 58
Linglish language,
of, 6
Eos, 23
epic poems, Sanskrit, .
bharata ; KRamayana
their language, 6-7, 38-39
Epirus, 58
Eran, coin of, 96
eras, Indian, 11-12
v. also Saka era;
era ; Takshasila ;
tion of Patika
Kucratides, Bactriun and Gr:eco-
Indian king, 64, 65, 66
house of, 64, 66, 70-71, 74, 77
coins, 72, 75, 98
Euthydemus, Bactrian aund Greco-
Indian king, 64, 65, 66
house of, 63-64, 68, 69, 71
Freer, Dr J. F., 100
GANDHARA, 43-46, 49, 50, 70, 74-75
Buddhist art, 72
v. also Kapisa ; Takshasila
Gandhari, 43
Gandharians described by Herodo-
tus, 46 ’
Ganga =Ganges, 80

Mercian dialect

Maha-

Vikrama
inscrip-

Ganges and Jumna, the country
of = Hindustan, 16-17, 50
Garga, 69-70
Gargi, 33 -
Gargi Samhita, 69-70
Gargya Balaki, 33
Garuda 99-100
Gaugamela, 47
Gautama, 30
a dv. also Buddha
edrosia=N. Baluchi
727 uchistan, 14, 72,
genealogies, v. Puranas ; Ceylon,

epic poems

geography, Rig.veda, 21, 21
Yajur-veda, 24 ’
Satapatha Brahmana, 30

Brahman, Jain, and Buddhist
literatures, 41

(éi.rir\lrrajag.R‘ajagrilm, 58, 83
irnar=Girinagar. inscni <
ot gar, inscribed rock
Godavari, 81

Gendopharnes, Pahlgva ki -
G P dh B ava king, 76-77

government, differ
Graeco-Indian_kings, 4.

- Eucratides
house of ; Euthydemus :

, house of;

ent forms of, 29.
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Yavanas " )
Greece, Persian expeditions against,
45-57 .
Greek alphabet in India, 9-10, 72.
74
Greeks in India, v. Yavanas
Greek writers on Persia, 44-46, 47
Greek and Latin writers on India,
4, 10-11, 13, 48, 50, 51, 53-54, 65.
Greek influence on lndia, 71-72
guild tokens, 96
Gupta era, 11-12
guru, 32
haoma, 23 .
Harshavardhana, king of Xanauj.
90 .

era, 12
Hastinapura, 81, 88
Hathigumpha inscription of
Kharavela, 62, 79
Heliodorus  Greee  ambasgador,
71, 100 )
Hellenic  kingdoms, v.  Bactria ;
Cyrene ; Egypt ; Epirus ;

Macedonia ; Parthia ; Syria
Hermaeus, Graeco-Indian King of
the house of KEucratides, 70, 77
Herodotus, 44, 45, 46, 72
Hesychius of Alexandria, 80
Himalaya—Himavant, 81
Hindu Kush=Farppanisus, gq.c.
Hindustan—=the country of the
Ganges and Jumna, 16-17, 50, 53
history, sources of ancient Indian,
34, 8-12

v. also  Chinese historians.;
Chinese  Buddhisr,  pilgrims ;
coins, Greek and  Latip
writers on India ; literatures,

Indian ; inscriptions ; seals.
Hittites, 42
Hiuen Tsiang, 85, 89
Horace, 86
Hotar, 24
Huna—Hun, 88
Hydaspes =Jhelum=Vitasta, ¢.r.
Hydraotes=- Iravati—= Ravi— Pa-
rushni, g.».
Hyphasis—=DBeas= Vipas or Vipasa,
q.r.

ignis, 22
Imaus Himaus, or Hemodus=
Himavant, 80
‘India’ = the country of the
Indus, 13, 16-17
Province of the Persian® em-
pire, 43-47
reconquered by Alexander

conquered by Yavanas

(Greeco-
the Great, 50-51
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Bactrian kings), 65-66
invaded by Sakas, 72-73, 74, 76
invaded by Pahlavas, 72-73
-conquered by Kushanas, 77
India, the continent :
names, 13 .
geographical conformation, 16-17
primitive inhabitants, 4, 15, 24,
26

variety of races and languages,
14

the Dravidians probably in-
vaders, 15-16

Aryan invaders, 4-5, 21
relations with the Farther

East and with the West in
early times, 15, 42, 43

ancient languages and
tures, 3-8 .

Political divisions of N. India
in the 6th and 5th centuries
B.C., 40-41

‘the Maurya empire, 53-59

the Kushana empire, 77

the Gupta empire, 83

the Mughal empire, 14, 18, 88

hative principalities, 18

litera-

common principles of govern-
ment, 59-60
. also * alphabets ; languages;
Southern India ; and the
various headings  collected
under “‘history, sources of
. 5. ancient Indian’
Izgmns’ described by Herodotus,

Indo-E}n‘.opean peoples, 2
religion and mythology, 22-23
social divisions, 24
family of languages, 1-3
v. also languages
Indra, 22, 38 79

Indra,prastha.,’14, 25, 88

A )
Indus=S§inghy, 13, 63, 67, 77, 84
Inseriptions as  sources of history,
4,9, 10, 11
Persian ;

SR Darius, 13, 43, 44, 68

Indian, language of, 7-8

Asoka’s inscr. at Girnar, 94-95
Dasaratl}a’s inscrr.  in  the
agarjuni Hills, 58
athigumpha, inser. of Khara-
vela, 62, 78
esnagar inscr,, 71, 99.100

Mathura Lion-Ca ital, 75, 100
Takshasila  ingep. of Patika,
7475

Tonia, Greek Colonies in, 46
Iravati=Parushni, g¢.q,

ANCIENT INDIA

Nisat, 12, 34, 35, 37 .
T contrasted with Brahmanism,
34, 36
languages and literature
4, g, 35, 36, 37, 40-41 )
patronized by saka kings in
Malava, 75
flourished at Mathura, 80
Janaka, 30, 33, 88, 90
Janamejaya, 30
Jaxartes=Syr Darya, 68
Jetavana, 88 .
Jhelum =Hydaspes=Vitasta,  g.v.
Jina=Vardhamana Jnataputra, 35
Jones, Sir William, 1, 3, 10
Jumna =Yamuna, 86
v. also Ganges, and Jumna, the
country of
Ju-piter, 22
Justin, 65
Kasvr River=Kubha 82.
Kabul Valley, 70-71, 73, 75, 77
Kaccha=Cutch, 82
Kasi = Benares, 81
Kadamba, 78, 90
Kalachuri era, 12
Kali Age, 4
Kalidasa, 60, 69, 86, 90
Kdlikacharyalatha, 75
Kalinga, 82
conquered by Asoka, 56, 61
rise of the later kingdom, 62
Kamarupa = Assam, 82
Kampilya 84 .
Kanarese language, its literary de-
velopment, 35
Kandahar = Archosia, gq.v.
Kanchi=Conjeeveram, 90
Kanis_l;ka, Kushana emperor, 10, 75,
77.

of,

Kanyakubja:l(anauj, 90
Kapisa, coins struck at, 70
v. also Saka princes and satraps
Kapilavastu, 80
karma, 34
Kausambi, 86
Kaveri=Cauvery, 82
Kerala = Chera, 81
Keralaputra, 83, 95
Kharaosta, 100
Kharavala, king of Kalinga, 62, 78
Kharoshthi al habet, 9-10
coin-legends, 74, 96.99
inscriptions, 75, 100
‘King of XKings, title used by
Persian, Parthian, Saka, and
Pahlava kings, 73
kingdoms of N. India, 40
kingly titles in India, 29
Kong desa, 82
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Kosala—=Oudh, 36, 82, 86
coins of, 61
Krishna, 90
Krishna (1)=XKistna, 78, 82
(2)=Draupadi, 84
Krivi—=Panchala, 83
Krumu—=XKurram, 82
Kshatriya caste, 24
its literature, 6
its religion,
Kshayathiyanam
Shahan-shal, 73
Kubha=Xabul River, 82
Kusanabha, 90
Kujula Kadphises, 70, 77
Kundapura=DBasukund, 85
Kuru, 26, 82
Kuru-kshetra, 25, 27, 88
Kushana conquest of Kabul Valley,
66, 70, 77
conquest of Sakas, 70 76
empire under Kanishka, 77
Ladlita-vistara, 9
language, scientific study of 1-3
preserves the record of early
civilization, 2,
natural (pra/:'rita), 7-8
artificial or literary (samskrita),

Kshayathiya

languages, Indo-Furopean fanily,
Aryan group, 2, 3, 156-17
Dravidian, 5, 16, 35
Lanka=Ceylon, 82
Latin writers v. Greek and Latin
writers on India
legends, ancient, 29, 38, 40
Liaka IKusulaka, Saka satrap of
Takshasila, coins of, 74, 75, 98
Licchavi, 85
literary languages, 5.7
literatures, Indian, as sources of
history, 3-9
early chronology of, 12
Vedic, 19-20, 23
Brahmanas, 24-25, 26
Upanishads, 31-33
Jain, 36-37, 40-41
Buddhist, 36-37, 39-41
Sutras, 40-41
Brahman epics, 37-39
Puranas, 38-40
Buddhist epics, 39-40
Classical Sanskrit, 5.7, 8, 69-70
local government in India, 51, 59
Lumbini-vana, 56, 80

MACEDONIA, 58

Madhya-desa, Middle
Country’,

Madhyamika=DNagari, 70

I\Iagadhazs. Blha.l‘, 8, 40, 50, 53,

I

‘the
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60, 86
Magas, king of Cyrene, 11
Mahabharata, 37-39
Mahabhashya, 69
Mahanadi, 82-23
Maharashtra, 83
Mahasena, king of Ccylon, 40
Mahavamsa, 40
Mahavira= Vardhamana Jnataputra,
34
Mahendra=0»Mahinda, 40, 58
Maitreyi, 33
Malava (1)=>»Malwa, 76, 83, 86
(2) =DMalaya or Malaya=
Malli, 83
Malavil:agnimitra, 60 69, 86
Manu, Laws of, 2b, 51

Marcus Aurelius, Koman emperor,
48

Marshall, J. 99

Maru, S3

Mathava, 30
Mathura—=DMuttra, 90

Hindu princes, 75, 90

under Greek kings, 70

Saka satraps, 75

under Kushanas, S0

the Lion-Capital, 75, 100
Matsya, 26-27, 83-84
Maxes:;\loa:x\loga,

T

family of, 75-76
coins, 74, 98
_ inseription, 74
Maurya empire, 10, 18, 53, 60, 64
its  relations with Hellenic
kingdoms, 53-54, 56, 58
its extent, 56, 62
governed by viceroys, 58
its decline, 58, 60, 65
Max Muller, Prof. I., 16
Megasthenes, 48
Menander Milinda,
Indian  king of the
Euthydemus, 68-70
coin, 97
Mercian dialect of English, 6
Middle Country Madhya-desa,
q.v.
Migration of peoples, 14
Mihirakula, Hunga king, 88
Milinda=Menander, q.v.
Milinda Panha, 68-69
Mitanni, kings of, 42
Mithila, 86, 80
Mithradates I, king of Parthia, 63,
66, 67, 73, 75
Mithradates II the Great, king of
Parthia, 72-73
Mitra, 42

Saka king,

Gareco-
house of
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Moabite stone, 10
Moga—>Moa—Maues, q.v.
Mongolian races and languages,
Mudra-ral-shasa, 52, 55
Mugha! empire, 14, 18, 88
Mura, 53
Muttra=>»athura, q.v.
Napix SHAH of Persia, 14
Naksh-i- Kustam,  inscriptions
Darius at, 44, 45
Nala, 84
Nanda dynasty, 53
Nandasi-Akasa, 100
Nandi-pada, 96
Narmada— Narbada, 84
Nearchus, 50
Negama, 96
Nicaea, 50
Nirulsta, 6, 20
Nishadha, 84
names of fiscal units of the Persian
empire, 44, 46 .
North-western region of India, 16-
17, 62-63
Orp Persian language, 44, 45
Orosius, 67
pada-patha, 20
Pahlava (Pavthian) Invaders
India, 72, 73, 74, 76, 77
Pali language, 7-8 N
Buddhist-literature, 36, 40, 66
Pallava, 84
Panchala=Kurivi, 25, 27, 70, 84
Panchala, N., 84
coins, 61
Panchala, S., 84
Pandy, 38, 88
Pandya, 83-85, 95
Panini, 70
Pantaleon, DBactrian and Greco-
Indian king of the house of
Euthydemaus, coin of, 96
Paropanisadac = L’arupamesanna,
45, 47, 85
Paropanisus or Paropamisus = Hindu
Kush, 45, 48, 74, %5
Parthia, Heilenic kingdom, 62-63, 75
Saka invasion, 68, 72
Pahlavas and Sakas hold
eastern provinces, 72-73
Parushni=Iravati=Hydraotes—=
Ravi, 50, 85
Pataliputra=:Patna, 54, 55, 90
Patanjali, 70
Patika, Saka satvap of Takshasila,
73-74
Paurava=Porus. Indian king, 49,
51
Periplus maris Brythrei, 68
Persepelis, inscriptions of Darius at,
44, 45

14

of

of

the

ANCIENT INDIA

Persia, connexion with India, 13-14,.
15, 43, 57, 74 .
Persian (Ac‘.miimenlxd) ?gplzz, 42
mes or fiscal un ,
dominions in India, 4347, 6566
expeditions against Greece, 45-47
Persian influence on India, 14, 44,

75, 99 )
Pers’ian religion, ancient, 22-23
philology, comparative, of Indo-

Kuropean language, 1-3

Photius, 45 .
l’hra.atc,s LI, king of Parthia, 72
pippuli=peperi=pepper, 80
Pliny, 78 . )
portraits on Bactrian coins, 64

Porus = Paurava, Indian king, 49,
51 '
Pruachyah = Prasioi, q.v.
prafectus, 24
Prakrit, 7-8
coin,-legends, 8-10, 66-67, 74
Pragioi— Prachyah, the ‘Kasterns”

—the peoples of the country of
the Ganges and Jumna (Hindu-
stan), 50, 83
Pratishthana=:Paithan, 89-90
Primitive inhabitants of India, 4,
15, 24, 26 . .
religious beliefs and social insti-
tutions, 18, 26
prose literature, development of, 28.
early, 30
Ptolemy Philadelphus,
Egypt, 11, 56
Punjab, v. ‘India’=the country of.
Indus
Puranas, 37, 38-40
Maurya dynasty, 59
Sunge dynasty, 60
Andhra kings (Satavahana dynas-
ty), 62, 78
chronology and dynastic lists, 4,
8-9, 39-40, 60
purohita, 24
Puru, 49
v. also Paurava
Pushyamitra, 66, 69, 86
Rasagrina =Girivraya, 58, 83
Rajula or Rajuvula=anj bula, Saka
Great Satrap’ :
coins, 74, 75
inscr. on Mathura Lion-Capital,
75, 100
Rama, hero of the Ramayana, 37-38
Ramayana, 6, 30, 37-38
Ranjubula=Rajula, q..
Ravi=Iravati=Hydraotes —
Parushni, q.v.
Rawlinson, Sir Henry, 44
religion of knowledge, 31-33, 34

king of
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religion of works, 30-32, 34
religions :

v._  primitive

India;
Persian religion, ancient;
Rig-veda; Yajur-veda; Atharva-
veda; Brahmanas; Upanishada;
Brahmanism ;

Jainism;

Buddhism . . '
religious toleration in India, 59-60
Rig-veda, 2, 16, 19-20

eography, 20, 21, 43

anguage, 6,

religion, 22-23 .

deities worshipped by kings of

Mitanni, 42
hymns and metres, 23
social and political conditions,
21-22, 23-24
rivers, Indian, change of courses,
26, 50, 80

mentioned in Rig-veda, 20
Rohini, 80
Rome, trade with S. India, 80

coins found in S. India, 80 -
Rudradaman, Great Satrap

Surashtra and Malava, 94
SACRIFICE, traces of human, 29

in Rig-veda, 22-23

in Yajur-veda, 24-25
Sadantra, 30, 86
Saras (Scythians) 70, 72-76, T7

invasion of Bactria, 63, 64, 67
Saka era, 12, 76, 77
Saka princes and satraps :

Kapisa and Takshasila

dhara), 71, 74, 75

Mathura, 69, 73-75, 90

Surashtra, 77
Sakala—Sialkot, 69, 88
Sa';céasthana=Seista.n, 13, 72, 13, 74,
Sakya, 35, 80
Sakyamuni, v. Buddha
samhita-patha, 20
Sandrokottos = Chandragupta,

Maurya emperor, q.u.
Sandrophagos = Chandrabhaga, 80
Sanskrit, the ‘discovery’ of, 1,

varieties of the language, 6, 7

the sacred language of Brahman-

ism, 8
’ £

used also b i and Bud-
dhists, 8 7 9%

Vedic, 6, 20

Brahmana, 6, 29, 30

epic, 6-7, 33.4

classical, 5-7, 7.8 69.70

Buddhist in Nepa], 56
Satakarni, 78, 90

inhabitants of

of

(Gan-
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Satapatha Brahmana, 30

Satavahana, 78

Saketa, 70, 88

Samatata, 85

Sama-veda, 24

Sarasvati=Sarsuti, 24, 27

Satiyaputra, 95

satraps, government by, 74
appointed by Alexander, 50-51

Saubhuti = Sophytes, coins of, 95-97

Sayana,

Scylax, 48, 50

Scythian races and languages, 14

Scythians, ». Sakas

seals, as sources of history, 4, 10

Seistan:.= Sakasthana, 72-73, 74, 76

Seleucus Nicator, king of Syria, in-
vasion of the Punjab, 10, 52, 54,
63, 64

Shahan-gsha, T3

Shakespeare, 86

Sialkot = Sakala, 69, 88

Siddhartha Gautama:=Buddha, g.v.

Sijistan —=Sgistan, gq.v.

Sind = ‘India’, the country of the
Indus, q.v.

Sindhu=1Indus, 13, 63, 67, 77, 85

Sita, heroine of the Ramayana, 38

i
Skandagupta, Gupta emperor, 94
Skeat, Prof., 6 P pere
Smith, Mr. V. A, 55
smriti, 32
Sogdiana=DBukhara, conquered by
lexander, 48
invaded by Yueh-chi, 67-63
soma, 22-23
Sophytes = Saubhati, coins of, 95-97
Southern India, 16-17
history of, 4-5
Tamil kingdoms mentioned
Asoka’s inscriptions, 57, 95
Dravidian languages, 5, 16, 35

in

Spalirises, Pahlava king, 76
Sravasti, 88, 90
sruti, 32

Stein, Sir Aurel, 14

Strabo, 56, 65, 68-69

Strato I Soter, reigning conjointly
with his grandson, .

Strato II Philopator, Greeco-Indian
kings of _the house of Euthy-
demus, coins of, 68-69, 74, 75

vtupa—tope, 61, 100, 88.89

Subhagasena=Sophagasenus, 64

Sudas, 168 :

Sunga dynasty, 60-62

Surasena, 80, 90

Surparaka = Sopara, 80, 90

sramana, 30

Sudra caste, 24
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Sunahsepa, 29
Sumerian civilization, 42
Surashtra, 84-85

Saka kings of, 77
Susian language, 44, 45
Sutras, 28, 40-41 '
Suturdri =Zadadrus or
Sutleg, 80-81
Suvarnagiri, 58
Suvastu=Swat, 85
swaraj, 29
Syria, Seleucid kingdom of, 54, 63

rexé%l'%ss of Bacteria aud Parthia,

relations

Zaradus=

t with
empire, 53-55, 58

TaxsHasILA=Thaxila, 49, 90
Alexander the Great, 49, 50
Grazco-Tndian kings, ‘70, 100
Saka satraps, 170, 75-75,, 98
c'cz:gperplate Inscription of Patika,

the Maurya

Ta%%é‘:?f;gg:t:mmoka's inscrip-

Tamlglfl;ari? (1) ;y T .
C&);l:}l" ale’"g‘gami_ ambapanni =

v e, i

Thomas, De 20y 2.

Thomas, St
Tibetan Buddhig, scriptures, 36
Ceylon, 58 "

Tissa, king of

Tiw : Tiweg.qg, "
?pe:stu@a, 6{2?387-1816“‘11% =
oramana, Hung ji, " 89
2 era, 12 &

development

Traikutak
Trogus, 12
UbncaTar, 24
Ydumbara, 97.95
ayinl = Ujjai

uzgtlzmyshad,UQJ,éam’ 5, %
Upanishads,
Ushasa, 22
VARSALL, 85
Vaisya caste,
Vaijayanti=B
Valmiki, 38
vanwanucharita, 3
%&ng?-l:Benga] 86

ardhamang,

Mahavira, 12, J{: taputrg — Jina =
Lparna, » 85
Varuna, 28, 2

asumiira, 6
gatawaka, 9%’ °
Vatsa, 85
veda,
Vedanta,

31; 33, 38’ 40’ 43

anav&si, 9

33

ANCIENT INDIA

Venis, Prof., 100

Visvamitra, figure of, .

Vidarbba, 96 -

Videha= Videgha, 30, 36, 85-87

video, 19

vidhi, 28

Vidisa=DBhilsa, 61, 83

Vikrama era, 12

Vikramaditya (1)=a king of Ujjain,
7

coin-types

5
(2)=Chandragupta 1I, Gupta
emperor, 61
village communities, 59
Vindhya, 26, 86
Vipas or Vipasa=— Hyphusis=DBeas,
50, 69, 87
Virgil, 87
Vishnou, 71, 75, 76
Vitasta—=Hydaspes =Jhelum, 49,
67, 86
Vonones, Pahlava king, family of,
73, 75-16
vratya-stoma, 29
vriji, 8
Western Asia,
of, 42-43
connexion with India, 42-43
Wima Kadphises, Kushana king, 77
witéan (cf. Eng. wit, wisdom, ete.),
1

carly civilizations

Xerxis I, king of Persia, expedi-
tion against Greece, 45-46
YAINAVALKYA, 33 °
Yajur-veda, 24, 28
geography, 24

religious and socigl conditions,
24-26
Yaska, 6, 20
Yauna ‘lonians’ — Y gqrana, Yona, 46
Yavanas, Yonas = Bactrian and
Indian Greeks .
mentioned in  inscription  of
Darius, 46
in Indian literature and inscrip-
tions, 46

two chief royal houses in Bac-
tria and India, 66
transference of rule from Bactria

to India, 66

conflict with Sunga dynasty,
60, 69-70

conquered by Sakas and Kushan-
as,

influence in India, 71-72
absorbed in the Indian social
system, T1-72

Yueh-chi, 67-68, 72

ZADADRUS, Zaradrus = Sutudri=
Sutlej, 81

Zeus pater

Zoroaster, ’16, 22.93
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5. Sravasti 9. Mathura
6. Indraprastha 10. Mithila
11. Pataliputra

8. Kanyakubja 12. Pratishthana

[ See page 88-90.

13. Prayaga
14, Takshacila
15. Ujjayini
16. Vaijayanti
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