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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

This book travels over a desert tract of South 
.lndian history and the Velir chieftains with whom 
it is concerned are like the veritable oases of this 
desert land, pf which many have heard but which 
only a few have actually seen. Our Sangam poems 
no doubt speak elaborately of these chieftains, 
whose munificence and generosity have continually 
called for the wonder and praise of the people of 
this land. But a scientific enquiry into the origin 
and early history of these chieftains, who must 
have had a long history going far into antiquity to 
beget them such historic fame in the first centuries 
of the Christian era, has not been so far made. 
This little book makes for the first time such an 
attempt into these great questions affecting an 
important group of people, whose progeny are 
assuredly still with us spanning the length and 
breadth of South India in the great Vellala 
community. 

As a study covering regions hitherto unexplo
red, it brings to the surface many new facts and 
views, which I do hope would call for considera
tion from the careful reader. One such fact is 
what our sources describe as ''the northern origin" 
of the Velir people. This might stagger many. 
What these. sources indicate without doubt is that 



the Velir were found in the north in early time~ 
and for many generations. There is indeed nothing 
precluding their having gone northwards from the 
south at some time in the dawn of history or in 
the period of pre-history and come down to the 
south at the time to which our sources again 
unmistakably refer. But a contrary turn of events 
also is not unlikely. That there were such north
to-south migrations in ancient India is, however, a 
fact almost daily borne out by our ever-increasing 
sources and this oook only registers what is thus 
borne out. 

Before closing this small preface, I have as in 
duty bound to thank my numerous friends and 
advisers whose encouragement has always acted 
as an unfailing staff in my ploddings in the arid field 
of research and I am particularly thankful to Prof. 
T. K. Venkataraman of Pachaiyappa's College, 
who was my Director, during the \Vhole course of 
this study. To two great persons. however, I owe 
not merely thanks but a deep sense of gratitude, 
since but for them this work would never have 
been written. They are . the Rev. H. Heras, S .. J., 
Dire.ctor of the Indian Historical Research Insti
tute, Bombay, to whom I owe the idea. of the 
subject. He was interested in it himself and did 
the good office of passing it on to me, when I had 
gone to his Institute in the July of l93Z avid for 
research. The seed he had then sown would 
perhaps never have germinated but for the 



xi 

encouragement given to me by the other great. 
person, Lt. Col. Sir A. L. Mudaliar, then President 
of the Pachaiyappa's Trust Board and now the· 
distinguished Vice-Chancellor of our University. 
I owe to those two more than words could ever 
convey. 

I am also happy to acknowledge with thanks 
the kindness of the Department of Archaeology 
(Southern circle) and particula.rly its Superinten
dent, Mr. K. R. SrinivaRan. for their kindness in 
furnishing me with the three excellent photographs 
which appear in this book. 

Special thanks are due to the National Art 
Press. Madras and particularly to its Chairman, 
Mr. R. S. Srikantan. for the expeditious and neat 
way in which this book has been brought out. 
Diacritical marks h-ave been avoided, since I 
thought they would be meaningless and positively 
confusing in a book that is of a wide general 
interest. 1 have adopted the current spelling of 
historical words and terms, while the traditional 
spelling has been retained with regard to well
known names of places and persons. 

< RIVERSIDE ' 
Little Mount, Madras. 

19th March 1954. 
M. A .. 





FOREWORD 

Some periods of Indian History have been 
styled the dark ages of India, not because the 
light of civilisation did not shine upon the country 
during them, but because of the very scanty 
knowledge we ha.ve of their historical setting. That 
darkness is subjective rather than objective. 

The period studied in this little volume is one 
of those rightly qualified as dark, for we know 
very little of it. Hence its appearance is all the 
more to be welcomed by all lovers of South Indian 
History. The present writer is not totally discon
nected with the selection of this subject by 
Dr M. Arokiaswami when he started his research. 
A previous visit to the temples of· Kodumbalur, 
thanks to ths kindness and munificence of His 
Highness Shri Brihada.mba Das Rajagopala 
Tondaiman, Raja of Pudukkotai, made me realise 
the importance of the dynasty whose representa
tives had built those remarkable monuments; and 
I was very happy when the author of this book, 
accepting my suggestion. directed his attention to 
that dynasty and to its prehistory, which has 
crystallized in the narrative of the important 
migrations of the Vel or Velalas from the plains of 
Northern India down to Tamilnad .. 
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The inscriptions of the Indus Valley have 
·confirmed the history of these migrations- In an 
article contributed to the Indian Historical 
Quarterly of Calcutta long ago, I showed how the 
Velalas are, in those ancient inscriptions, supposed 
to be the owners of a large tract at the foot of the 
Himalayas'; and indeed east of the Indus Valley2• 

The same epigraphs call them Ve1ir", which 
is a name also given them at a. later period; while 
their king is styled Mukililmukan, ''one who 
draws the house of clouds". a title which may be 
fully equated with the name karalar. ·'rulers 
of the clouds", given to the kings of the Velir 
during the historical period~. The existence 
of the Velala.s and their kings in northern India 
in those ancient times fully justifies the tradition of 
their migration to the South, whera they play such 
an important role at a later period. 

Incidentally the Velar basin which became 
the original southern home of these Vels seems 
also to have been known to the people of the Indus 
Vally. Vellore and the tradition of its foundation 
connected with the nandukal flower is referred to in 
one of the inscriptions5 - Moreover another 
inscription, which mentions a victorious K olikon 

1. Heras, "The Velalas in Mohenjo Daro", I. H. Q., XIV (1939), 
pp. 46-4 7, 52-53. 

2. Ibid., pp. 48-49. 
3, Ibid., p. 46. 
4. Ibid., p. 49. 
5. Heras, Studies in PToto-lndo-MediteTTanean CultuTe, 

I, p. 125-126. 
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(a title of the Cola kings) speaks of the three 
rivers of this king which cannot be other than 
the Kaveri, which passes through the centre of 
the Cola kingdom, and the northern and southern 
Velar which mark the traditional northern and 
southern boundaries of the Cola dominions6 

These very three rivers are still mentioned in an 
ancient venba attributed by some to Auvaiyar7 • 

The importance of the Irukkuvels in South 
Indian history may be appraised in the proper l 
perspective if we have in mind that the Hoysalas 
of Mysore seem to be one of their most glorious 
offshoots. The history of the ancient Irukkuvels 
is thus linked with the history of the Vijayanagar 
Empire, whose last. monarchs witnessed the 
setting of their sun precisely in V ell ore not far 
from the Velar basin. Ruch is the fate of history! 

Dr M. Arokia.swarni may be rightly proud of 
his work. The Irukkuvels of Kodumhalur will, 
through his industry, be acknowledged in future 
as one of the founders of South Indian History 
and Culture. The early Velalas could not find 
a better chronicler of their glorious achievements. 

KODAIKANAL 
15th March, 195.J. H. HERAS; s.J. 

6. cr. He1as, '·The 'Kolikon' in l\lohcnjo Daro'' New 
Indian Antiquary I (1938), pp. 287-279. 

7. cr. Nilakn.nta Sastri The Colas, I, p, 22, not€'. 





INTRODUCTION 

I 

THE· SUBJECT FOR INVESTIGATION 

I owe an a.pology to the reader for the rather long 
title of this book. But I hope that its length is amply 
compensated by the exact definition it gives to the 
subject. 

The territory covered by the basi~ of the Vellar 
includes a large part of the modern district of Trichina
poly (including the old State of Pudukottah within its 
limits) and the Tanjore region, comprising the area. 
watered by the Vellar, which, rising from the V elamala.i 
in the Marangapuri tract of Kulitalai Taluk in Trichi
nopoly District falls into the sea. to the north of Mana.. 
melkudi in Tanjore District after running a course of 
nearly 85 miles. It is the longest river of the old Cola. 
kingdom after the well-known Cauvery, the Ganges of 
South India. The V ellar also partakes of the sanctity 
atta.ched to rivers in India. and the 'Iirupperundurai
puranam refers to a tradition which has it tha.t the river 
was sent down to the earth by Lord Siva. himself in 
answer to the prayer of King Svetaketu, who prayed to the 
Lord for a river that would wash away the stains of sin. 
Whatever the truth of this may be, a few places like 
Peraiyur, Pushyatturai, Ka.daykkudi and Tiruvidayapa.tti 
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arose as sacred bathing ghats all along its course in due 
time. 

It is the early history of the region watered by this 
sacred river that this book attempts to relate. The object 
of undertaking this study is to reveal the hitherto unsus
pected history and importance of this river basin. Though 
in later history it was a part of the great Cola empire, in 
early times beginning from atleast the II century of the 
Christian era down to the IX it played an important role 
as the junction of the various rival dynasties which bade 
for supremacy in the south. If it is true that geography 
determines the course of history in any country. it was all 
the more so with regard to the valley of the Vellar. Like 
another place in the district of Trichinopoly, Karur, which 
by a tou1· de force is identified as the capital of the Cerus 
of the West Coast. the basin of the Vellar often furnished 
the boundary for the kingdoms of the Pallavas and the 
Colas at one time and of the Pandyas and the Colas at 
another in well-known historical times. Its earlier 
history is not less significant. The numerous dolmens and 
ancient burial sites thrown up by the labours of the 
archeologist, the Roman coins of the Karukka~uri.cci 
finds of 1898, the Pali and Brahmi inscription~--~-f -El~di
pattam (Sittanavasal), the Pallava-Granth!l records found 
in many places in the region like Tirumayam, Tirugo
karnam and Kudumiamalai, the Cola-Grantha record of 
Kodumbalur, the old caverns and rock-cut temples of 
which there are not less than 15 in the old State of Pudu
kottah itself-all these and many more are standing 
monuments of the ancient glory of the Vellar basin. 

The city of Kodumbalur is itse1f a city of great anti· 
quity, though to-day it is a. small village situated in the 
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Kulattur area twenty-five miles from the town of Pudu
kottah. Even now traces of ruined forts, guest-quarters 
(viduthikkara punja) and stables, where once horses were 
kept, are to be seen round about the place ; and as early 
as the II century of the Christian era, to which period the 
great Tamil epic Silappad'ikaram refers, mention is made 
of the large tank of the place and the strong fort that 
surrounded it in a line occuring in the Kadukanka,thai o£ 
the work, '' kodumbai nedungula.kkotagam" (line: 71). 
The passage in which this occurs would further indicate 
that Kodumbalur in those far-off days lay on the trunk 
road to Madurai from the Cola country. Even to-day this 
insignificant place has to show a few architectural 
remains of which the so-called •.Muvarkovil' is one; and 
they cannot be explained unless we postulate a period 
when it was perhaps the capital of a flourishing chief
taincy. Such wa.s the chieftaincy of the Irrukuvels. 

Doubtless these chieftains occupy an important place in 
early South Indian history; since from the records we 
possess they appear to have enjoyed a long spell of influence 
and potency in South India beginning right from the times 
of the Sangam (accepted as the period from the second 
century A. D.) down to the XII or the XIII century A. D .• 
down to even the final decline of the Cola power in t:P,is 
region. During this period of roughly a millenium the 
Irukkuvels have indeed played a very important part in the f 
moulding of South Indian history a.nd politics first as the ( 

I 
supporters of the Pallava hegemony and then that of the f 

imperial Colas, supporting the former as powerful feuda
tories at Kodumbalur and the latter as responsible officers, 
who, stationed throughout. the empire, served every
where as the axle behind the wheel of the complicated 
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a,nd elaborate Cola administrative system, justifying 
in a. large measure the statement of Dr. Fleet that 
"the history ·of the supreme dynasties would not be 
complete without a detailed notice of some of the more
important feudatory families by the agency of which the 
paramount sovereigns carried on the administration of 
their dominions " 1 

A careful study of the Irukkuvel history thus reveals. 
many new facts and lights up many old ones concerning 
the history of both the imperial Pallavas and the Colas 
and is of invaluable help in the study of the history 
of these dynasties at various points. Though scholars 
have heretofore just mentioned in passing the names of 
these chiefta.ins,2 a detailed study of their origin, rise to 
power, achievement and many other like problems 
connected with them have not yet been entered into. 
Hence the need for the present study. 

Now the need to call this work the ''Early History 
of the Vellar Basin with special reference to the Irukku
vels of Kodumbalur" arose because of the fact th'1t the 

I. Fleet, Ganarese Dynasties p. 535. 

2. Rao Bahadur Venkayya and Krishna Sustri were tho first 
to notice an inscription at Kodumbalur ascribable to these chieftains 
in their A. R. E. for 1907-08, which was discussed latterly at sorne 
length by K. A. N. Sustri and Rev. H. Heras in the J. 0. R. and J. R. 
A. S. in the Januaries of 1933 and '34 respectively. Prof. Sustri has a 
discussion on them again in his monumental work on tho Colas (TlUJ 
Golas Vol. 1). :Mr. G. Radhakrishna Iyer has a small appendbc,on them 
in his General History of the Pudukottai State. The same state has 
recently published a descriptive account of the monuments in the 
state, in which the l\Iuvarkovilat Kodumbalur ascribed to these chiefs 
is also dealt with. But for these, the history of these chieftains is yet 
unwritten. lam informed by the Curator, State Museum, Pudukottah 
that a book by K. R. Venkataraman on the "Irukkuvol-Muttaraiyan 
relations " is soon to be bublished, 
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ongm and the early history of the 'Irukkuvels is noii 
confined to any one kingdom. On the other hand, they 
appear a.s one among a. whole host of Vel (or Velir) 
families, of whom we come across a large number in the 
Sangam poems, sett!ed more or less in and around the 
Cola and Pandyan limits. In other words, they are found 
gathered together roughly in the basin created by the 
Vellar of which old Tamil poets mention two= as forming 
the southern and northern boundaries of the early Chola. 
kingdom. Possibly this refers only to one river running 
in two directions at different points and named so perhaps 
after the Vel cheiftains themselves who had settled along 
their banks and within the territory covered by them. 

It is at any rate but reasonable to suppose that as 
immigrants into the south in search of new lands and 
''pastures new" they chosa to settle down preferrably in 
the fertitle regions watered by these rivers. Dr. Vincent 
Smith in his Oxford H-istory of India refers to the connec
tion between prosperity of dynasties and the location of 
their rule in river valleys, in other words, on the salutary 
·effect exercised by proximity to rivers upon the growth 
and prosperity of dynasties.{ Looked at from this point of 
view, the settlement of the early Vel families along the 

a. '• a;Lro£lw<6®.i> GJ6iJ®<6 ~~>rn!r4 1J"m-Grum- lilTII".!!)l 

l!jLsDCSOla'u5JOO c: ... .-L.rnL.io 56lDJ"U.JUl-IIULJijiRD<t'u5JOO 
'TWL.(Y Qrusirm.-p ,rOl(!)uJ;y ]6rrjJt£..-fiW 
aaoa®L.(Ya; Gla.;!ill&uGIIU>lr.io ·:Dia'.-Q)" 

This venba is ascribed to Kamban by some (See Colamandala
sadakam p. 56) and to Avvai by others (See Taylor's Mss III, p. 42.) 

4. Smith, Oxford History, p. iv. Prof. Coupland's suggestion 
in one of his books on the resolution of the Indian deadlock, in which 
he advocates the division of India on the basis of river basins is only 
reviving the old argument in a new way. (See Coupltmd, Futur~ 
·Constitution of India Pt. ii). 
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course of rivers explains itself, and offers in my view B 

good justification for styling the present study as the 
•' Early History of the Vellar Basin.'' 

II 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

I,zscriptions: Inscriptions directly bearing on the 
history of these ehieftains are few; but they yield a 
good deal of information, when studied in the background 
of contemporary political history. Further, inscriptions 
like the Kura.m plates of Paramesvarave.rman, the 
Gadval plates of Vikramaditya and a few others like 
them serve as indirect sources here. 

A Cola.-gra.ntha inscription from the Muvarkovil at 
Kodumbalnr5 is very useful in giving us the genealogy of 
twelve of these chieftains with a note on the achievements 
of six of them. Now, when these achievements are read 
in the context of the political history of the period, they 
furnish important details with regard to the history of 
these chieftains. 

The date of the inscription has been, however, put in 
doubt on account of paleographical difficulties 6 and on 
account of the mention of names similar to Bhuti Vik
ra.makesari (chieftain 10 of the ge~eology) in inscriptions 
of the X century A. D .• of the reign of Parantaka II 
Snndara Cola., 7 to which date the achievements of the 
chieftain mentioned in the Mnvarkovil Inscription' cannot 

· 6. A. R. E. Loc., cit. 

7. Sastri; J. 0. R. Vol. VII. p. 4. 
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possibly refer. This is, of course, a crucial difficulty. 
Hope, however, remains that this can be solved without a 
doubt in the light of events depicted in coBtemporary 
history. Following this line of argument, the inscription 
appears• to be dated not in the X but in the VII century 
A. D. 

An old Ca.narese inscription in very much of a 
damaged state from the walls of the water-pond in front 
of the Muccukundesvara. Temple at Kodumb3.litr9 is also 
useful aB giving us some insight into the attitude of the 
Irukkuvels towards religion. On the same matter of tbe 
Irukkuvel religion numerous inscriptions of the days of 
Cola imperialism give us ample knowledge, recording, as 
they do, the numerous and generous grants of D!lilmbers of 
the Irukkuvel family. These inscriptions oftentimes 
mention also the offical designation of the donor, thus 
giving us an opportunity also to evaluate the Irukkuvel 
position in the official life of the country. 10 

Literary Sources: Numerous early peoms belonging 
to the Sangam ·period mention very important facts 
concerning the vel (velir) families in general. 11 They 
mention, in particular, many occasions when these 
chieftains were defeated at the hands of the Cola, Pandya, 
and the Cera kings. 12 These details, though minute in 

8. See Infra for a detailed discussion on this question. 
9. A. R. E. 1907-08, P. 80. 
10. Sec infra. 

11. Pumm, 24, 105, 120, 141; Ago.m, 36, 115, 135, 262 etc. It 
is presumed in this thesis that the age of these poems is between the I 
and III century A. D., in other words that the age of the Sangam is, 
as it is generally accepted, the II century A. D. 

12. Pattinappalai, 11, 274ft', Maduraikkanji, 1.55; Patirrup
pattu, 1.40 etc. 
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themselves, yield useful basis for valuable conclusions, 
regarding, in particular, the Irukkuvel rise to power. Two 
poems of the Purananuru collection, Nos. 201 and 202 
attributed to Poet Kapilar are of invaluable help in trac. 
ing the origin of these chieftains. On the same subject, 
the earlier work, T'Olkappiyam, and its even more valuable 
commentary by Naccinarkiniyar are also of great value. 

The value of these poems for the reconstruction of the 
social history of the period cannot be exaggerated, since 
they are descriptions of Eocial conditions at first hand, as 
some one said, "transcripts from actual life.'' If we could 
make reasonable allowance for exaggeration with which 
poets are wont to describe, they can be considered as the 
best sources for the reconstruction of the social history of 
any period, for the poet alone is, to use the words of 
Kalhana, " capable of making vivid the life of a by-gone 
age and of creations which are delightful and true.'''= 
From the hands of these Tamil poets we hnve a fund of 
interesting material, vignettes of different aspects of social 
life, which can be pressed into m;eful service. 

Tradition : The present history has also a few 
references to make to tradition as embodied in the 
Baramahal Records, Taylor's Oriental Mss., Mackenzie 
CoiJections, the North Arcot Manual and the Madras 
Administrative Reports, besides the Ceylon Chronic!es, the 
Mahawamsa and the Deepavamsa, most prominently in 
connection with the origin of tbe Irukku"llel Chieftains. 
I have dealt with all these with the care and judiciousness 
of an earnest inveRtigator. 

13. Ko.lhana, Ra;'atarangini, Canto I,Sl.4 (Trans. by Pundit 
Ro.njit Sito.ram, Allahabad, 1935.) 
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III 

GENERAL IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT 

The importance of the subject arises from two sources 
and its interest is both of a particular and general nature. 
The history of the Velir chieftains deals with a. period in 
South Indian history in which Kingship makes its first 
recorded beginnings, which they helped in many ways, 
by the supp;y of man-power, leadership in war and 
administration and diplomacy of various kinds. It is 
this that invests the subject of this book with a particular 
interest not only to students of history but also to those 
interested in the study of government and society in 
ancient South India. The investigation underta,ken here 
will reveal this point so far as our documents would 
permit and in particular, with reference to nearly 1000 
years of South India's history, which m::trk the aeme of 
the power and influence of her indigenous kings. 

The general interest of the subject is even greater, 
since the history of these chiefs and the other Vel families 
in general depicts the glories of the early history of the 
Vellalas, who form to-day the large majority of the well 
to do cultivators and zamindars of South India, of whom 
the Vels appear to have been the first. 

There could be no two opinins on the point that / 
these Vel families are the ancestors of the modern ;' 
Veil alas. If any evidence is necessary, it is found in the 
common place of origin, attributable to the Vels and the 
Vella.las. Tradition enshrined in the Baramahal Records 
places the early home of the Vellalas in the Gangetic 
basin, u to which territory again other pieces of evidence 

14. Baramahul Records, Sec. III (Inhabitants) 



, 

10 EARLY HISTOP.Y OF THE VELLAR BASIN 

assign the early home of the Vels.'~· Further, numerous 
places in the south re·calling Vel connections are called 
Vellanma.i (in Kanathurnadu), V ellar-kurichi (in Rajara
ja-catur-vedima.ngalam), Velur (in Puralmalainad u). 
Velangudi (in the proximity of Tanjore) etc. without 
making any difference between the terms, •Vel' and 
•Velan'. Again, Vellalas largely abound to this day in 

~ the modern Madurai, Tinnevelly and Tanjore districts~ 
• § which may be considered roughly as the area marked bv 

the life and rule of the early Vel families; and one sect 
among them is called •soliyavellala', strongly reminding 
one of the Cola-Vel connections in early times. 

If this identity of the Vel and the V ell ala is accepted. 
the present study must be of absorbing and practical 

~- interest, since we would be studying here the origin and 
1 early history of the Vellala community, which occupies 

such a vital position in South Indian society to-day. The 
present study reveals that there Is nothing surprising in 
the high social position held by them to-day seeing 
that even as early as the days of Tolkappiyar the 'ulavar 
(cultivators) are placed only next to the 'arivar' 
(Brahmans) in social statns. 16 The Vellalas claim 
on the authority of the Ramayana that Rama was 
crowned by a Vellala on the banks of the Godavari 
during his sojourn in that region, 11 which wouid imply 
that the Vellalas were also considered as the people nearest 
to the ruling houses of the times and fit even to crown kings. 
But even more than the evidence of the Ramayana the-

15. See infra. 

16, Tolkappiyam, Purat.inai, 75. 

17. Petition of the Vellalos against tho Census of 1871. 
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history of the Vel families gives support to this view 
The whole of a.ncient literature in South India considers 
them as kings or as closely related to kings.18 

Another fact which arises from the study of the 
Velir history is that the various castes in South India, 
comprehensively styled to-day as "non·Brahmans" seem 
to have taken their origin from one original caste of the 
Vellalas, The evidence of the Baramahal Records and the 
traditional story of the Vellala origin mentioned in the 
Madras Census Report and Stuart's North Arcot Manual 
seem to point in this direction.19 Discounting the 
mythological part of the accounts found in these records, 
we find in them stated the origin of important castes like 
the merchant and shepherd castes (the '•dhana vaisiyas" 
and the '•govaisyias·•, as the MadrasiCensus Report styles 
them). and another one "who would not have any 
connection with either of them, from whence they 
surnamed biro· Agmurdi or the alien'',~o branching off 
from the main trunk of the Vella las. A certain caste 
called ••v ellan-chettis'' (a sub-division of Soliyavella.las), 
---------- ~-- -- ------ - - ----- ·- ~- --------

18. See Comment of Nuccinarkiniyur on Tolkappiyam Ahum 
sutru 30. Tho Sungam poems always refer to them us kings and 
some of them also refer to the marriages of two Cera kings in Velir 
family (Patirrupattu, padigam 4, 6, & 8). The same comment on 
Tolkappiyam mentions Karikala's marriage with Nunkur Vel. The 
Muvurkovil Inscription at Kodumbalur refers to the marriage of 
Samurabhirama to a Cola princess called Anupama (A. R E. 1907-08 
pp. 81-82), while several inscriptions of the time of Parantaka. II 
Sunda.rucola (287 of 1911; S. I. I., III, 113; E. I., XX, p. 63; 273 of 
1903 etc.) speak ofVelir ladies in high social status. An inscription 
of a late Pandya ruler, Ativirarumupandyasrivalla.bha (C. 1565 A. D.) 
calls him Alugansilavel (T. A. S. I, 56, 105; see also 509 of 1909) 

19. Bummahal Records, Sec. III (Inhabitants); Madras 
Census Report, 1891; Stuart's manual, p. 210. 

20. Barnmuhal Records; Loc., cit. 
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which is found largely in the modern Trichinopoly and 
Tanjore districts2 ' further supports this argument. 

A third important fact evolving from this study is 
the northern origin of the Vela. All the evidence leading 
to this conclusion have been set forth in their proper place 
in the body of this work.22 This taken together with the 
thesis above substantiated viz., tha.t most of the important 
castes of South India are mere branches from the Vellala 
caste, seems to give a lead in the matter of determining 
the origin of the whole of the Dravidian race . 

. ------------------~~------
21, Madras Census Report, 1901 
22. See infra. 
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PART ONE 

THE EARLY HIS:l'ORY OF 
THE VELLAR BASIN 

CHAPTER I 

THE ORIGIN OF THE VELS 

I 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The question of the origin of the Vels is interesting 
and intriguing; interesting. because a decision on this 
matter would fix th~ origin of the Vella las (a decision 
of current interest); intriguing, because the evidence at 
our disposal is so conflicting and confusing. 

In the discussion that follows it is proposed to 
present ony the salient points in our evidence, so that the 
argument may not be clouded. 

1. The Vels are the originators of the Vellalas.' 
We Shall proceed in our aL·gumentation first with the 

~~~~~on fa:!:h:i:~~rdli:g th:heB:r1~~~ha~f l::e~~rd~ el~~:~ ·J 
a mythical account of the origin of the V ellalas, which 
tells us that the divine pair, Parvati and Siva, produced · 

I. This fact hus been well established in the previous· chapter. 
1\Ir. V. Kanakasabhai, the great poineer of researches in South Indian 
History, states in his Tamils 1800 Years Ago (p. 106) that the Vel 
chieftain, :Mavel Aye belonged to the "tribe of the. Vellalas"; and 
l\Ir. Gopinatha. Rao concurs with him in this vww (T. A. s .• 
No. I, p. 3.) . 

2. Baramahal Records, Sec. III. 
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~------------------------------------ ~ 
f olll the mother earth (Bhudevi) a. semi-divine persoll. 
r lied Bhumi Pa.la.kudu to chastise the divine architect, 

;isva.ka.rrna, who had intruded on their privacy. Now, 
this cha.stiser is said to have risen from the bowels of th\! 

rth on the banks of the Ganges ''holding in his hand a. 
e~lden ploughshare and his neck ~.::ncircled with garlands 
~f :flowers.''' Thus was born, according to this account, 
tbe progenitor of the Vellalas. The Madras Census Report 
for 1891 mentions another traditional story regarding 
their origin: 

"Many thousands of years ago, when the inhabi. 
tants of the world were rude arid ignorant of agri. 
culture, a severe drought fell upon the land and the 
people prayed to Bhudevi, the goddess of the earth, for 
aid. She pitied them and produced from her body a man 
ca.rrying a plough, who showed them how to till the soil 
and support themselves. His offspring are the V ellalas, 
who aspire to bebng to the vaisiya caste._ .••..• " ~ 

By an analysis of these accounts the following 
onclosions can be arrived at regarding the origin of the 

c I . 
~ella as· 

(a) That the Vellalas arose as an agricultural caste
to teach men ''how to till the soil and support 
themselves'' 

(b) That their original home lies in the Gangetic 
basin. 

g,lld (c) That they belong to the Vaisya caste. 

~I Records, Loc., cit. 

4,. The same story is found in Stuart's N. Arcot Manual, p. 210 
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. ----- - --·--------- ---

II 

THE GANGETIC ORIGIN 

Thrtt the Ganges basin is the early home of the 
"'Vellalas was the current belief in India as early as the 2nd 
century A. D. is seen from the evidence of Pliny and 
:Ptolemy, who mention a. family of Vella.las in the Deccan, 
called • Ganga vida' as a. powerful tribe, which muat be 
obviously a variant of the term, • Gangavidu ' {the house 
of the Ganges)~ 

Other facts of early Vellala. history do, besides, show 
that the Greek writers were not mistaken. We have 
early records, in which the Vela call themselves as the 
•Gangakula' or the • Ga.ngavamea.' 6 The Puranas and the 
Epics, particularly the Mahabharata. tell u_s that in early 
days when the Vels increased in number m the Ganges 
territory, Lord Krishna removed them from there into a. r 
strong fort, which he had raised for them at Dwaraka. (in 
Gujarat) to protect them from the onslaughts of the ~~ 
Rakshasas. 7 The Tamil work, Tondamandala,sadakam says' '· 
that the early Cola king, Karikala the Great, brought a. 
number of Sudra families from the Gangetic valley, settled 
-them in the 24 kottams (districts of Tondamanda.Iam) 
and bestowed on them rich gifts. This statement is 
further clarified by the comment of the learned editor of 
the work, who says that these were mostly Vella.las, who 
were born in the valley of the Ganges and known on tba.t 

5. Quoted by Thurston, Castes and Tribes, VII, P· 388. 

6. SeeM. Raghava Aiyengar, Velirvaralaru p. 21. 

7. Ibid, p. 7; See also Vyasabharatam (ed. by M. V. :Raman 
jachario.r) Sabhaparvam, Chap. XIV. u. 

8. Tondamandalasadakam, stanza, 97. 
E-2 
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a.~count as the • Ganga.kula.' 9 That this belief in the 
Ganges home persisted strongly even as late as the XI and 
the XII century A. D. is evidenced by the fact that a. 
family of the Vela, who ruled from Orissa. during this 
period is known in most of its records as belonging to the 
•Ga.ngavamsa.'' 0 These testimonies concur in determining 
the Ganges valley as the cradle of the Vel infancy. 
Edmund Thurston, who has valiantly laboured in the 
study of the origin and development of the various castes 
and tribes of India, adduces several practices of the 
Vellalas as reminding one of their northern origin. 11 One 
of these practices may be mentioned here in passing to 
show the nature of the proof advanced by Thurston. It 
is the ceremony, popularly called in the south as 'Vilakidu
kalyanam', in which young girls of the· seventh and the 
ninth years are made to light a lamp, decorated for the 
purpose, as a mark of respect to god Agni, who is then 
prayed to light the path of the young girl. This is a. 
ceremony unique among the Vellalas alone strongly 
reminding one of the Agni cult of the Aryans. Innume
rable tra.ces exist of vast and successive immigrations of a. 
northern race of cultivators, herdsmen and warriors into 
the south, who first carried devastation among the tribea 
of the south and in course of time got united with them as 
one people. The Mackenzie Mas are full of such references. 

III 
TRE KRISHNA LEGEND 

Among the numerous legends that surround the 
name of Lord Krishna the one that connects him with the 

----~~~-----~--- ~-~~-- ~~ 

9. See comment on stanza 97, Tondamandalasadcllcam. 
IO. See Thurston, Op. cit., p. 368. 
II. Ibid, p. 380, 387 etc. 
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Early life of the Vels is highly instructive in the matter of 
the Vel origin. It has been already pointed out that Lord 
Krishna protected the Vels in a fort in Vwaraka from the 
attack of the Raks:hasas. 1 ~ Further evidence reveals the 
fact that Lord Krishna was believed from very early 
times not only as the protector but as the progenitor as 
well of the V els. That this was the well-received notion 
of the people even in the days of N accinarkiniyar, the 
learned commentator of the Tolkappiyam, is seen from 
his comment to the preface of this great work. In the 
course of this he makes a reference to Aga.stiya. 's ad vent 
into the south, in which connection he mentions the Vels 
as belonging to the family of Lord Krishna. 

The following is the extract from the comm<3nt 
hearing on the reference in question : 

" All the gods having gathered on Mount Meru, the 
mount went down with their weight, and the south rose 
up, whereupon they chose Agastiyar as the right man 
to be in the south to redress its balance. The gods 
requesting Agastiyar, he was soon on his way to the 
south, when he entered into Dwa.raka and took along 
with him 18 kings and 18 families of Vels and Aruva1ar 
of the progency of the high-crowned Lord, who mea
sured the earth, gave them homes, having destroyed 
forests ......... bound Ravana (from mischief) and having 
prevented the Rakshasas from coming there, settled 
himself on the Podiyil (hills)" u 

12. Seo infra; See also the ef. in the Classical Dictionary of 
Hindu Mythology and Religion, p. 167. 

13. To!Jmppiyam, Naecinarkiniyar's comment on payiram See 
also bis comment on Sutra, 32 ( V cnduvinai Iyarkai). The connection 
between the .Aruvalar mentioned in this reference and thli! Irukk.uvol 
is borne out in Pattinappatai, II. 274-282. 
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In the Srivyasabharata.m (sabhaparvam), Lord 
Krishna himself seems to confirm the evidence of Nacci
narkiniyar. 14 In this work a passage is put in the mouth 
of Lord Krishna as explaining to Uthishti:rar a plan laid. 
out by the Yadavas against the Ha.kshasa. Jara.sa.nthan .. 
which begins as follows : 

"0 king,we were so much panic-stricken 
when J a.ra.santhan came on us 
that all our eighteen families joined 
together and made this plan '' 

Now, the evidence of this passage not merely confirms th~ 
statement of Na.ccinarkiniyar in general but !!ives a defi .. 
nite support to two particular facts: (1) that the familie~ 
protected by Lord Krishna were 18 in number and (2J 
that they were Ya.davas. The latter fact is even inscripti .. 
tiona.lly confirmed. The Cola-grantha inscription to whici:::. 
reference has already been made, mentions Samarabhi ... 
rama, one of the great Irukkuvel rulers as 'yadhuvamsa. .. 
ketu' ("the crown of the yaduvamsa ").' 5 Further, a lat~ 
inscription from Tiruka.lakudi ;Ramnad Dt.). mentioll~ 
the name of a donor as Tuvarapativelan of Ka.nnamat:t ... 
gala.ro in Solapandyavala.nadu/ 6 which recalls the V ~l 
connection with Lord Krishna and his city. Dwaraka. 

The crucial conclusion to which the above discussio:r::. 
drives ns is the fact that the V els were yadava.s in origi~ 
-a conclusion as startling as it is inescapa.bl~ 
Mr. M. Srinivasa Aiyenga.r in his scholarly contributia~ 
to. South Indian History wrote as early as Hil4 that tQ.~ 

14. Srivya.sabbaratham, sabhaparvam, Chap. XIV. 
•15. A. R. E. 1907-08, p. 87. 
116. 36 of 1916. 
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early classification of Tamil tribes is "conspicuous by the 
absence of the velir or Vella.la. caste"17 that in the fourfold 
distinction of land that obtained in ancient South India. 
each of which was inhabited by a particular caste the 
Vellalas do not find mention. 18 This is not to say that the 
Vellalas were non-existent in the south at the time when 
this classification was current, since in the oldest gra.mmer 
yet known, viz., the Tolkappigam, the Vela are referred to 
as already pointed out- 19 The only conclusion that follows 
is that. the V els ought to have been merged in one of these 
four castes here adumbrated; and the Krishna-Vel con
nection above set forth seems to underline that the Vela 
were at first considered to be Idayar (yadavas). It is also 
to the point to refer here to Prof. V. R. Ramachandra. 
Dikshitar of the Madras University, who in a learned paper 
contributed to the Oriental Conference of 1937 on the 
Aye chieftain calls the Vela as '' the Tamil tribe of the 
Y ada vas.' ' 20 

A doubt in this discussion is to be dispelled. This 
point is fundamental, namely the answer to the question, 
who is Lord Krishna. Is he god or incarnation ol 
god, a semi-divine person or merely a. tribal hero, who 
attained to such fame by his achievements as to be sung 
in an epic like the Mahabhara.ta.? There are supporters 
for every one of the~>e views. After a careful study 
-~- -- ~~~-~-~-------~-~----------------

17. :i\-L Srinivasa Aiyongar, Tamil Studies, p. 63. 
l 8. ~ho fourfold classification bore referred to is Neytal ·para

var), Jl1ulla_~ (Idayar), Marudam (l\:Iallar) and Kurinji (kuravar). The 
Palai is omitted as unimportant. 

19. ~ollmppiyam (Solladikararn), sutra, 395 mentioning the 
important kmgdoms in the south mentions the Vel kingdom also 0o11 
one among them. · 

20. Travancore Orien~~~eedings, p. 693 . 

. ~ ,.•!;.,,. ~H. 0 F IHJ V" ~: ~ 
~ ..... - .t:. \ • ,..._-~- 1'11~~--'"'" 
·~-- .·,.._' ,-. ~ ,_ v ... 

:··~ '· ',"-;. .~ A l~ ' '0-' 
·-·· N l. "'\, i ·.·, .\ue. o............ )" 

J. •-.· ' .:.,.,: 
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of the whole question Prof. R. G. Bhandar kar arrives at 
the conclusion that Lord Krishna must have beeu merely 
a. tribal hero, "who attains to divinity long after his 
death by the reverential worship of his own tribesmen, in 
which connection a body of doctrines might have grown 
up:·~: In a. thoroughly leamed article contributed by 
Prof. Jacobi to the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics 
he states that Lord Krishna. was perhaps " a crafty 

\,. Ra.jput chief who is not over-scrupulous in his choice ot 
t means for accomplishing his ends.'' 22 

'· 
The first mention of Lorcl Krishna/a name in the 

whole range of Hindu literature is in the Chandogya. 
Upanishad, where he is mentioned as a. sage, a wise man 
enquiring into the highest of truths, the son of Devaki to 
whom Ghora. Angviasa. imparts a particular piece of 
secret knowledge.2~ This seems to point in the direction 
of the conclusions, refered to. 2 ·' It would thus appear that 
Lord krishna must have been a wise and powerful 
chieftain of the distant past, who making most of the 
unsettled conditions of the times must have established 
himself as the tribal hero of the Yadavas. 

"After Krishna gets identified as the tribal hero of the 
Yadavas Baladeva. comes to be regarded as his brother.'' 
(R. G. Bhandarka.r)25 This statement of Prof. Bha.ndarkar 

2l. Bhandarkar, Report on the search of Sanskrit MSS., p. 74• 
22. Jacobi'a articlo on Incarnation, Encyclopaedia of Roligion 

and Ethics, Vol. VII, p. 19G. 
23. Chandogya Upanishad, III, xvii G ; soc also Muir, OriginaL 

Ha1Uikrit Texts, IV, p. 258. 
24. The hot.erodox viow held t.hat ~ord Krishna was me~ely 

a mythical hero ought to be dismissed m the light of tho above 
ftlferencea. 

2fi. Bhandarkar, op. cit., p. 74. 
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reveals another pertinent fact that emphasises the 
Krishna-Vel relationship. It is a known fact that Bala.
deva is always mentioned in the Puranas and for that 
matter in all Hindu literature, religious and profane, as 
the god of the cultivator and is represented in them as •hali' 
(the person with the plough). ~G Now, this unification of 
Krishna and Baladeva as brothers indicates the connection 
between the Yadavas and the Vels as forming one group, 
each section having its p11rticular hero. As though to 
emphasise further the close unity between the two 
sections the Puranas indeed circulate a story that though 
Bahtrama was born of Rohini, ''he was first conceived by 
Devaki (Krishna's mother) from whose womb he was 
latterly t.ramferred in embryo to that of Rohini:•n The 
same idea is sought to be further confirmed by tho Visnu 
Purana, which nahates the "incident of God Narayana. 
sending down two of his hairs, a white one and a black 
one, into the womb of Devaki, which in time are born as 
Balarama (the white one) and Krishna (the black one) 
for the destruction of Kamsa.'' 28 

The fore-going ·di9cussion ought to speak for itself 
in the matter of relationship of the Vels with Lord Krishna.. 
It will amply clarify the position, if the date of Lord 
Krishna can be fixed. In the midst of the unsettled chro. 
nology of early Indian history. one circumstance at least 
is clear with regard to the period of Krishna, that he 
must have lived after the period of Sri Rama, since the 
Mahabharata, which deals with th~ life and deeds of 

26. 1\iuir, op. Joe., cit.. 

27. Jacobi, op. cit., p. 195. 

28. Muir, op. cit., Joe. cit. 
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Lord Krishna mentions Sri Ra.ma and the other heroes 
appearing in the Ramayana as those of a pn.st age. 2 ~ 
Though the age of the Ramayana itself has not yet been 
placed beyond doubt, it is reasonable to surmise that it 
could not have been earlier than the 7th century B.C. at 
which date the southern migration of the Aryans is 
roughly placed. :o John Dawson in his Classical Dictionary 
of Hindu Mythology and Religion places the date of the 
Ramayana in the 5th century B. c.~• Thus it is possible 
to assume 7th century B C. as the lower limit of Lord 
Krishna's period. Surprisingly enough, Panini, the early 
Sanskrit grammarian, whom the general consensus of 
scholarly opinion places in the the 7th century B.c.:l 
mentions in hi3 work the various heroes of the Maha-

\, bharata war, thus making us conclude that the age of 
Krishna ought to hover round about the 7th century B.C. 

IV 
THE GREAT WITNESS: THE EVIDENCE OF KAPILAR 

A very welcome light on the whole subject of the 
Vel-origin and in particular on the origin of the Irukkuvel 
comes from a poem of Kapilar, the Sanga.m poet, 
addresed to the Irukkuvel chieftain at Arayam (in modern 
Mysore)- 33 The poem is addressed to the chieftain 

29. The Mahabhuratu. indeed relates Sri Rama's adventure 
separately in a long episode, entitled 'Ramopakhiyana'. 

30. Dikshitar, Tamil Studies, p. 125, F. N. I Tho Hamayuna 
is now considered by many writers as an allegorical representation of 
the Aryan conquest of the south-See, for ex., Frazer, A Literary 
History of India, p. 30. 

31. Dowson, Classical Dictionary, p. 261. 
32. R. G. Bhandarkar, Collected works, Vol III, p. 15. 
33. Puram, 201. 
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requesting him to marry the daughters of Vel Pa.ri, who 
having died in battle. has left them helpless. In the form 
of address the poet mentions three important particulars 
with regard to the Irukkuvel origin : 

(a) that the first Irukkuvel came into life from the 
fire-pit of a northern sage 

(b) that he ruled in Dwa.rn.ka. '•defended by tall forts'' 

(o) thn.t the Irukkuvel at Arayam (to whom the 
poem is addressed) was of the forty-ninth gene
ration from the first ancestor. 34 

Thus this poem, while being strongly confirmatory 
of the Krishna-Vel relations, makes us also understand 
that the Vels (though only the Irkkuvel family is here 
mentioned) were born-kings, who ruled from Dwaraka, 
roughly a thousand years before the period of the poet, 
which would make the period of their rule synchronise 
with that of Lord Krishna,. 35 

34. "J&l:tu-ruLu:r-m <9''"'ilrum jfi'-lil'l'§JIL.. C,a;~rtilr:ti.;, 
Glaouq'=,'i; 1£hup;UliL.I G6-Gmr(;tb q<flmQ' 
a...w,-.-611om~jl ~rump- u.JO"~r@ 

T> • p u :ii G jti 1rsir u .@ w lP (IJ> .-» .:U w j, iii 
Crulilfl(!!;lifr GruGm ......... " -Purrun 201. 

35. The period of the thousand years is calculated by roughly 
assigning to each generation 20 years. If Kupilu.r's date is grunted us 
tho 2nd. centw·y A. D. {tho ago of the Sangam), this period would 
work out to tho 8th. century B. '',It may ho roughly said that this is 
synchronistic with the period of Lord Krishna, whom we have proved 
by other evidences us the first Vel hero. By arguments based on the 
internal evidence of tho Ramaynna ancl on the evidence of Pnnini we 
have no doubt fixed tho period of Krishna round about tho 7th. 
century B. C. But in a caculation busod on rough approximation 
and over a period extending over 49 generations the discrepancy of 
even a. century may, I think, be easily overlooked. 
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The two new facts arising from this poem are that 
the Irnkkuvels had their origiu from a fire-pit and that 
through the good offices of a ''northern sage.'' The 
reference to the fire-pit need not be imisted upon, though 
writers like Dr. S. K. 1\iyengar infer from this circum. 
stance tha.t the Vels (the Irukkuvels in particular) be
longed to the •agnikula' or "fire-race". ~ 6 This reference 
found in Kapilar's poem is more a statement of mytho
logical tradition than of ac"ual fact. 

But who could be the ·•northern sage" referred to in 
the poem? 'l1he comment of Naccinarkiniyar, to which 
we have already referred, seems to point to the sage 
Agastiya. His going to the fort at Dwaraka. and taking 
with him 18 kings and 18 families of Vels and Aruvaler, 
as he was bound on hts beneficent mission to the south 
seems to point to this. ~• 

Other available pieces of evidence converge on the 
same conclusion. Dr. Caldwell in his Comparative 
Grammar says that for long after Agastya's death the 
Vellala.s kept up the belief that he was still on the Podiyil 
hills presiding over their destiny,38 a belief by no means 
dead to-day. The I:rnkkuvel~. in particular, have paid 
many homageB to the memory of iihat sage. The very 

36. S. K. Aiyengar, Ancient India, p. 391. 

37. The view is of course hold by scholars like K. SubramaniyB 
Pillai and K. N. Sivaraja Pillai that Agastiya was no man of flesh and 
blood, " but a semi-historical character, possibly allegorical."-soe 
K. N Sivaraja Pillai, Agastya in Tanilland, pp. 61-63. But., obviously • 

. tbis does not nullify our argument, since if Agastya is taken as an 
allegorigal representation of the Aryan invasion of tho south as these 
writers concede, he must have gained a personality by the time of 
the Sangam and the poet Kapilar. 

38. Caldwell, Comparative Grammer, p. 99; also pp. 114-IG. 
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capital of the Irukkuvel dynasty in the south is called 
Kodumba.lur, which appears as nothing but a variant of 
Karambalur, recalling to one's mind Karambai (near 
Benares, on the banks of the Ganges), the native habitat of 
Agastiya. =9 Further. the deity called Agastyeswara which 
adorns a temple of the same name within the confines of 
the ancient Irukkuvel kingdom reminds one of this Vel 
connection with the sage Agastiya. ~o 

If the Tamils have it as their favourite belief that 
Aga.stiya was living to this day, invisibly though, on the 
Podiyil hill:~ watching over their destiny, we have 
references in the Sangam poems to the particular devotion 
of the Vels to the Podiyil hills. Thus the poet, Ollaiyur
tanda Bhutapandiyan•refers to Titiyan, one of the Velir 
chieftains. as "Podiyirselvan."~• 

v 
ROYAL KINSMEN 

Our discussion on the origin of the Vels has led us to 
the following conclusions: 

(a) That the Vels have their original horne in the 
Gangetic valley, to which their connection with 
Agastiya would also point. 

(b> That the Vels claim Lord Krishna as their 
progenitor. 

----------------
39. The Epics and the Puranas speak of Agastiya ns the native 

of Karambai on the banks of the Ganges "going to t.hat. river in very 
slow steps in his wooden sandals carefully avoiding t-he pebbles o( 
lingams, as they are strewn all over the streets of Benares"-Q.J.M.S .• 
XVII, p. 171. 

40. P. II., No. 25. 
41. Agam, 25. 
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This last conclusion points to further relations between 
the V els on the one hand and the Hoysalas on the other 
a.s forming members of the Ya.du family (the family of the 
Yada.vas). 

Striking testimony is borne to the Vel-Hoysala. 
connection by the succeeding lines of the same poem of 
Ka.pilar above referred to, in which the Irukkuvel 
chieftain in Arayam is addre;;sed as "the slayer of the 
tiger.'' 42 This epithet when read in conjunction with the 
very current Hoysala. tradition of Sala killing the tiger• 
that came to disturb the prayers of the yadbi in the 
Vasantakadevi Temple at Sosevur 1' seems to point to the 
lrukkuvel king sung by the poet as none other but the 
first king of the Hoysalas, Sala, the slayer of the tiger, 
a. name immersed in the mists of antiquity. This ruler 
has actually remained unidentified but for vague opinions 
like that of Mr. Hyavadana Rao, the Editor of the 
Mysore Gazetteer, who says that t.}lis Sala must have been 
a J a.in,u which is not very enlightening. The poem of 
Kapila.r under reference throws a flood of welcome light 
on the subject. The circumstance that the Irukkuvel 
addressed by Ka.pilar was the king of Arayam in Mysore 
further confirms this identification. 

. If further evidence in support of this identification 
lS at all necessary, the common Hoysala name, Ballala.. 
the name of a province like Gangavadi, and the name of 

P 42. "4oil.sot,.U>II"Iii:" Puram, 201. The same is referred to in 
uram 202 also. 

. ~3. See Mysore Gazetteer, II, ii, P· 1310; also many inscrip-
tiOns like Chickmagalur, 20, 137 ; Belur, 171; See E.C. V, Intro. p. 10. 

44o. l'dysore Gazetteer, Loc., cit. 
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a. city like Dwarsamudra furnish further proofs in point. 
The Hoysala name •Ballaln.' is only a variant of the Tamil 
'Vellala'; while na.rnes like Gangavadi and Dwarasamndra 
are reminiscent of the period of the Vel orgin, of the 
Ganges basin and Dwaraka. It must be noted that 
Dwarasamudra was for long the Hbysala capital ; and 
when circnmtances forced the Boysalas to found a new 
capital, they called it 'Belur', which is nothing but a. 
Canarese rendering of the Tamil name •Velue. In fact, 
the Canarese. work Kavi-kantha-hara calls Belur 
'Velanagari' 45 (the city of the Vellalas) 

Certain references in the Sa.ngam poems to the Vel 
king as Vel Andiran'c make it plausible that the Vela 
were in some way connected with the Andhras also. 
V arions place names in the Andhra. country like V eluru, 
Velvunnru, Velagampadu etc. seem to ponfirm this 
conclusion further.'' 

Pandit M. Raghava Aiyenga.r in his Veli1varalaru 
seeks to relate the Vela to the Chalnkyas as well.'8 Avai
lable sources of evidence, however, do not seem to support 
this view. Bis reference to the Pingalandai and the 
Deevakaram, which equate the term, •Vel' with 'salnkku' 
is the foundation of his argument. · On the one hand, 
these works, however authoritative, are late compositions 
and, on the other, the identification of the term, •salukku', 
with the term, 'chalukya', cannot be pui beyond 
doubt. Besides, the Chalukya claim to Ayodhya. aa 

46. E,C., V, lntro. p. xxxiii. 

4,6. Puram, 136, 240, 374 etc., Narrinai, sto.nzo., 237. 

47. See infra for a further discussion on this subject. 

-48. Raghava Aiyengar, ·Veliroaralaro, p.p. 8-12, 
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their original home·19 and the opinion of Dr. Fleet, 50 

however discredited it may be to-day, that the Chalukya 
·home lay in the Gurjara country, militate against the view 
of Mr. Ra.gha.va. Aiyengar. 

40. I. A., XVI, p. 21; V, p. 17 etc. 

50. Bombay Gazetteer, I, ii, p. 339. 
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CHAPTER ll 

THE VELS AT THE DAWN OF HISTORY 

I 

CHRONOLOGY OF THE EARLY VELS 

The two poems of Kapilar to which reference ha.s 
been made in the last chapter fix the earliest possible 
oa.te of the Vela towards the close of the 8th century B.C.'. 
Now. the latest limit of the early Velir chronology must 
be round about the 2nd or 3rd century A.D., as may be 
inferred from the refrences in the Sangam poems,~ 
This ought to be so, because these poems depict a condi
tion of Vel prosperity, that has well passed the state of 
nonage. They disclose the existence of n,t least six families 
of Vels, besides the Imkkuvels in a well-settled and 
flourishing condition.~ They are the Vel Aye, the Vel 
Avi, the Vel Pegan, the .Vel Evvi, the Vel Pari 
and Nannam Venman. E:1eh. family is described as 
a ruling house. The Vel Aye as the greatest of 
them all governed a kingdom extending from the Podiyil 
hills (in the modern Tinnevelly Dt.) down to modern 
Travancore; A vi was the king of Pothini' (in the modern 

--------
1. See before p. 31 
2. Agum, 73, 77, 98, 126, 152 otc., Puram, 13, 24, 141 etc., 

Patirruppn.ttu, 71 otc., ete. 
3. Ibid. 
4. One authoritative Tamil Dictionary of names, the 

Abhidanakosam, pluces Pothini roughly in tho Pandya country; 
seep. 320. 
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Madurai Dt.) Fegan was his neighbour king and was 
known as the great donor of the Sangam age; Evvi 
ruled over the territory of :Ulila.laikurra.m:. (part of the 
modern Tanjore Dt.) adjoining the modern Pudukottah 
State; Pari's kingdom lay in Parambunad within the 
Pandyan limits;G and Nannam Venman's in Palkunra
kottam in Thondainadu. 7 The Irukkuvel chieftain is 
mentioned during this period in Amya.m (in modern 
Mysore State) in the poems of Kn.pilar already mentioned. 

II 

THE DAlE OF THE SOUTHERN MIGRATIONS 

A definite clue in this direction is given by the 
association of the sage Agastiya with the southern 
migration of the Vela, which would make them roughly 
synchronise with the Aryan invasion of South India (popu
larly placed in the 7th century B.C.), since Agastiya. has 
always been considered (as has been already said, as the 
precursor of this invasion. "He represents'' says Rew. 
O.C. Ganguly, "and stands for the concrete symbol of 
the adventurous spirit of the early Aryans, who have 
ever sought 'fresh fields and pastures new' for the 
colonisation and development of Aryan thought''. 8 In 

5. SeeK. A. N. Sastri, Pandyan Kingd01n pp. 28, 29, also F. N. 
on p. 29. Prof. Sastri, is of opinion that Milalaikurram was "apparently 
in the modern district of Tanjore." Researches made in this study 
place it mo·re definitely in tho old Pudukotto.h State. Seo contra 
K. V. S. Iyer, Sketches pp. 115 ff 

6. See Infra. 

7. See i4rn 
8. Ganguly, Q.J.l\LS., XVII, p. 170. 
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the epic Rarnayana, which is represented by some 
writers as an allegory of the southern penetration of this 
Aryan thought and civilisation,' there is frequent reference 
to Sri Barna visiting places made safe for him by the 
sage Aga.stya.",'a which further confirms the view of Rev. 
Ganguly. The date of this epic would therefore furnish 
a second limiting consideration in fixing the date under 
discussion. We have a.lrea.dy referred to the view of 
Dawson, who places the date of the Ramaya.na in the 5th 
century B.C." Prof. Hermann Jacobi, on the other 
hand, places tile lowest· limit of the date of the 
~composition of the epic in the 6th century B.C.1 ~ 
It therefore appears reasonable to place the events 
of the epic a.t the latest a. century earlier than the 
6th century B.C. This 7th century date for tne events 
of the Rame.ya.na also agrees well with the date generally 
accepted for the Aryan invasion of the south.t" Further, 
this as the period of the Iksha.va.kuide prosperity with the 
petty state polity and the patriarchal state of society 
seems to agree very well with the descriptions, social, and 
political found in the epic. Thus the date of the earliest; I 
migrations of the Vels into the south is to be placed in 
the VII century B.C. 

!J. Frn.zer, op. cit., loc., cit.. 

10. Ramo.yana, III, ii, 85; VII, iii, 81 etc. In the Lanka
kandam, LXVII, l!i-14 Sri Rama is said to exclaim, "I killed 
Ruvann. and ho.ve won and recovered thee, o, Sita; even as the sage 
Agnstiyo. won und reclaimed the inaccessible southern regions". 

11. Soo Su1'ra. 

12. .Jocobi, Das Ramayana, Introduction. 

13. The VII century dat-e is already established; See Supra. 
E-3 
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III 

TWO SEPARATE FAMILIES 

The first reference, however, which we get in South 
Indian records to these Vel families in the south is only 
in the II or Ill century A. D., namely in the Sangam 
works, though earlier references are found to the V els in 
general and the V elnadu in particular in works like the 
Tolkappiyam, u assigned roughly to the V or the IV 
century B. C. 15 

Several reasons may be adduced this long silence of the 
chronicler or historian, if ever there was one of that 
description in early South India. The first is that no one 
could say that all our early records have come into our 
hands. The very poems of the Sangam age were largely 
unknown half a century ago. How many a gem of this 
useful collection have perished beyond recall is what we 
cannot compute, though there could be no doubt that 
many of our early poems have been lost tous. This must 
furnish one reason for the apparently lo~g silence, that 
seems to cover the VI history in the south. 

Another and more powerful argument is to be found 
in the Tamil hatred for the men of the north, whom they 
contemptuously called, 'vadukar' and whom they tried 
their best to stop beyond their borders. '!'hat this was so 
even as late as the period of the Sangam is clearly borne 
out from numerous poems of the period, which are only 
too full of references to this, which we would now term as 

14. See before 

V. R. R. D~hitar, Oriental Conference ProceedingB, Travnn
core, p. 691. 
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unhealthy spirit. 1G .All but few of the Tamil kings of the 
perioc1 were themselves in the van of this crusade against 
the "north-men "· 1 ' They [l.re said to have sometimes 
entered into the very ca~p of the • vaduka7 ·, pillaging 
and carrying away their cattle. 16 The spirit which 
the Tamil poems portray is a great anti-northern spirit. 
which had to be surmounted with difficulty even by the 
most powerful invaders from the north. The failure of 

· an Acoka to establish his sway in the south in the period 
a little earlier to this and the failure of a Samundragupta. 
in the period a little later to this explain the same 
difficulty. :\nd when we remember the long period that 
separates Acoka and Saruudragupta, the period of roughly 
seven centuries, we would unoerstand how strong, long
standing and diehard wa:s this n.nti-northern feeling in the 
Tamil mind. If yet another proof is necessary to bear out 
this argument, it is to be found in the little or no notice 
that the Pallavt~s. who succeeded in establishing th¥ir 
power in the south for well nigh seven centuries, get at 
the hands of the Tamil poets of the period. Even the 
later-day manuscripts collected by Col. Mackenzie is 
silent about them. 19 

History actually bears evidence to the fact that the 
earliest Vellalas who entered the south were brought there 
by the good offices of a few broad-minded kings, whom 

----~----------------~--------

16. Purmn 378; Agam, 336, 375; Narrino.i, 170 eto. 
17. Ibid ; see also S. K. Aiyengar, Contributions of S. India, 

p. 161. 
IS. Ibid. 
19. It is assumed here that the Pullavas were also northerners. 

Tho theot·y that they wore indigenous to the south instead of miliat
ting against our argument only suffers by this clear omission in the 
.Sungam poems. 
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fortunately no age fails to produce. The reference in the 
~ 
~ Pattinappalai, which mentions Karikala's conquest of the 
( Da.kshinapatha which hm distributed among the Vellala 
\' cbiefs from the north is well-known to all students of 

South Indian history. 20 The Mackenzie Mss. give us a. 
detailed description of Adondai's conquest of the Kurum
ba.r country (in which the intervention of the very god 
Siva. is not omitted), which he peopled with Vellalas 
from the north and Tuluvadesam (Canarese country). 2 l 

A pa:m leaf ma.nuscript in the possession of Tekkatur 
Su bra mania Velar in Pudukottah state, speaking of the 
Vellala.s settled there mn,kes us understand that the s:J.me 
Adondai brought them from Conjeeva.ram; while the 
Pandya king, Ugraperuvaludi, selected 48,008 "good 
families of Vellalas" and imported them from east 
Conjeevaram into the Pandya country. The same record 
further informs us that the territory occupied by the first 
group was called 'ko-nadu ', comprising the tract from 
Uraiyur (in Trichinopoly) to Solavandan (in Madura Dt.) 
and that occupied by the second group wa.s called 'kanadu' 
extending from Madura. down to Tondi and K&laiyarkoil 
in the south. u 

If references to the Vels are scarce in records of early 
South Indian history, it is much more so in the case of 
the Irukkuvels. Thus for example in the Sangam literature 

-~---------~----

20. I. A. XLI, p. 149 ; see also Sewell's Ant£quitie.9, I, 174. 
The subjection of tho 'kurumbar' is here referred to. They are 
represented by historians as the people who li\·ed in tho territory 
covered by the region of modern Tirupathi. 

21. Taylor's Mss. pp. 82-83. 

22. Found in the General Histo1·y of the Pudukottah eStai 
p. uG. 
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itself references to the Irnkkuvel chieftain · a.re few in 
comparison with refereuces to the other Vel chieftains 
found in the same source. Besides the poems of Ka.piln 
already discussed there a.re only two other references to the 
Irukkuvel and on both occasions he is pictured in defeat 
along with a few others of his circle at the hands of the 
great Karikala at Venni and at the hands of Pandyan 
Nedunjeliyan at Talayalunkanam.~~ The plausible conclu
sion to which one is led from this is that the Irrukkuvels 
had not established themselves in the far south at the 
time of the Sangam poets (to which the presence of the 
lrul;:kuvel chieftain at Arayam at the time of Kapilar also 
definitely points) and that they were perhaps the last of 
the Vel families,. to penetrate the frontiers of the south 
that had been for long formidable if not inaccessible for 
those from the North of India:. This is further s:trentJ
thened by the Muva.rkovil Record of Bhnti Vikramakesa.ri. 
which sp:.::aks of a long period of glorious rule of these 
chieftains at Kodumbalur, as we shall see, at least 
2 centuries after the Vel heroes sung by the ba.rds of the 
Sangam times. This leads to a second line of argument 
by which we may have to diffHentiato the Irnkkuvels 
from the earlier Vels as members of two different families 
or clans. The subsequent history of the Irukkuvels in 
Kodnmbaiur seems to underline this conclusion, since 
with reference to their period of rule, continuity, achieve
ments and in fact from every point of view the picture 

-- --------- -------- ---- ---- ------------
~3. Pattinappalai, !:!74-82; 1W.aduraikkanji, 55 and the com

ment; thereon. 

24. That there wore differences of family among tlao varioU!I 
Vel chieftains is an understandable fact. The comments of Naccinlll'
kiniyar on Tolkappiyam (payiram) already referred to and on Ji>alft~ 
nappalai, 282 undoubtedly give a lead in the matter. 
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given to us by the later history of the Irukkuvel chieftain 
is a picture with a real difference in comparison with that 
painted for us by the Sanga-m poet about the chieftains of 
the earlier period .. !( 

IV 
THE ROUTE OF SOUTHERN MIGRATIONS 

Granting that the V els migrated from the north to 
the south through a long period extending from the VII 
century B. C., the date of the Agastiyan migration, to a 
period later than the II or III century A. D., is it 
possible to trace the probable route of their migrat!ons '? 

The sacred books and chronicles of the Buddhists 
throw a kindly light on this question. They point to at 
least three ways of approach from north to south in 
Buddha's time.::; The route from Sravasti in North Kosala. 
to Alaka in the kingdom of Assaka on the banks of the 
Godavari is the first route. through which the Brahman 
ascetic, Bavari, is said to have travelled to set up his 
monastery on the banks of that river according to the 
Bavari legend. The second route started from the west 
of Ad:?:eitta ran parallel to the east coast through Uruvelta, 
in the vicinity of Bodhgaya on to Suvama, a. route 
through which the Burmese merchant brothers, Tapisa 
and Pa.l!lka, are s1.1.id to have travelled after transferring 
their merchandise from their ships into carts hired at 
Adzeitta. The third route ran from Mathura in the north 
to a sea-port on the coast of Tinnevelly, which was used, 
according to legend, by the marriage party of the 

2G. Seo article by Rov. T. Foulkes, I. A. XVI, p. 49. 
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Pandyan king, whose daughter was married to Vija.ya 
King of Ceylon. 

If the Vels had come from Dwaraka. in Guja.ra.t, 
which has been already proved, they must have mostly 
taken the first route, that ran down from Sravasti, 
catching further down the route running from Mathura to 
the sea-port on the coast of Tinnevelly. Indeed this 
seems to have been the best known route from north to 
south in the ea.rly days of which we are speaking. •'The 
most famous route re1.1ching the west CJast," writes Rev. 
Foulkes, ''was the one from Sravasti to Supparaka, a sea
port on the west coast. Buddha himself is said to have 
travelled this way with his retinue to visit Punna, one of 
his first south Indian converts in his hermitage near 
Suppamka''.~ 6 This statement of the learned writer 
emphasises the fact that the Sravasti route was a common 
and much used way between the north and the south. 

Now, the Vel route can be traced with some probabi
lity. Having left Dwaraka, the immigrants must have 
crossed the Vindhyas along the coast and reached the 
Maharashtra, from where, fo11owing the course of the 
Godavari and reaching the country, which we now call 
Andhradesa, they must have gone further south through 
the route running down from Mathura to Tinnevelly. 

The following is the external evidence in support of 
the probability of this route: 

(a) Havel in his A.ryan Rule in India says: 
"The Aryan route seems to have lain through 
the Avanti country, the southernmost town of 

2u. Foulkes, op. cit., loc,, cit. 
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which was Mahissati or Mandbata on the Nar
mada, from where they crossed the Vindhyas and 
penetrated South India from Vidharba Mulaka 
country with its principal town of Paithan to 
Arnaka i.e., the Godavari territory, from 
where through Raichur and Chitaldrug int.o 
Madura district".21 If, as has been proved it is 
accepted that the Aryan invasion followed in the 
wake of Agastiya (and therefore of Vel) migra
tion, then this route traced for the former by 
Mr. Havel, a writer of great authority in the 
matter of the Aryan invasion, is to be taken as a 
confirmation of the finding independently 
arrived at with regard to the Vel migration. 

(b) Both Tamil literature and tradition are agreed 
on the point that the route taken by Agastiya. 
in his southern march lay via the Vindhya. 
mountain which he is said to have ordered to 
sink down to give him an easy passage.28 

(c) The third line of argument is even more convinc· 
ing. The evidence of a string of places that 
are reminiscent of the Vela right from Kathiawar 
and Cutch to the banks of the Godavari and from 
there into the Tamil country seems to b~ aD 
unerring proof in point. Thus from the many 
villages called 'bela' in Kathiawar and Cutch 
one passes along the route identified as the 
Vel route a number of places like Velapnrarn 
(Ahmednagar Taluk), V elur (the famous namE 

27. Ho.vol, Aryan Rule p, 21. 
28. Seo K. Subro.lunania Pillo.i. op. cit; Joe. cit.; also Abhida· 

Rako•am. 
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Map of India showing tho route of tho curly Vol :\ligrat.ion 

I. VARANASI !l. VELVUNURU 

2. DWARAKA 10. VELAGAMPADU 

3. VELUR II. VELAKURICHI 

4. l'AITIIAN 12. VELMAKURU 

5. VELARPFRA:"\1 13. l'ERUVELUR 

6. VELAGAJ\1 14. PULLIRUKKU VELUR 

7. VELAl'UHAM L3. VELAN KUDI 

s. VELURU 16. KODU:.IIJALUR 
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Ellora is itself a later-day corruption of Velur)/s 
Velaga.m (Poona Dt.) Velapuram again (Shola
pur Division), V elahisti (Andhra country), 
Velagampadu (Kalahasti Taluk), Velvenuru 
(modern Velpurn in Gnntur Dh.) Velma.kuru 
(An&ntapur Dt.), Velakurichi (Cnddapah Dt.). 
Velnru (North Arcot Dt.) Pernvelur, Kilvelur, 
Pullirukkuvelur (Tanjore Dh.)~0 and Velvidudi 
(Ma.durai Dt.) 

The whole country from the south bank of the 
Godavari down to Nellore is even to-day known as 
'Velna.du'. 

-----------------------------------------29. Bombay Gazetteer Vol. I, ii, p. 391. 

30. R. P. Sethu Pillai, Urum Perwn: Pullurukuvelur. 



CHAPTER III 

THE EARLY VELS IN THE SOUTH 

I 

SIX PROl\UNENT F'AMILIES 

The six families of early Vel rulers to whom refe. 
renee has already been mr..de 1 are the first of the great Vel 
progeny in the south with whom the historian has first to 
deal. This is not to say either that there were no earlier 
Vel rulers in South India or even these were the only 
families of the Vel house that were ruling in South India 
at this period, namely the II century A. D. The Sangam 
poems themselves spc>ak of a Vel chieftain called Alundur. 
vel, who is said to ha.ve given his daughter in marriage to 
Uruvapaherer Ilanjetcenni,2 and of another, the Nankurvel, 
whose daughter tho great Karikala is ~aid to have 
married,~ though for wa.nt of further ref~rences to them 
either in literature or tradition we are unable to assess 
their actual position in the politics of the times. 

Since any detailad study of these early families is 
beside the scope of this work, I shall content myself in 

-- --- ------:-:::---
--1-:--The-;ix families like the Vel Aye, the Vel Evvi etc ment.ioned 
in the last chapter. 

2. Puram l 0, 203 ' 
. 3. Tolkappiyam, Pol'ul (~ham~, sut.rn 30. l\Tr. K. V. S. Iyer in his 

Sketches identifies Alundur w1th T1ruvalundur near :M:ayavaram and 
Nankur with Kil-nankur in tho modern Shiyali Ta.luk, see his Sketchrw 
pp. 194-95. 
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giving here a few, thumb-nail sk~tches, that would keep 
us in the proper perspective with regard to our study of 
the Irukkuvel history. 

The Vel Aye was the greatest of them all. 
Mr. K. N. Sivaraja Pillai in his Ghro;zology of the Ancient 
Tarnil.s contends that he was really the equal of any of 
the ''three crowned kings of South India/'.~ His territory 
seems to have extended from Tinnevelly to Travancore 
(using modern terminology).'' It is interesting to note 
that the same hills supposed in tradition to have become 
the final home of the sage Agastiya is ascribed to this 
chieftain as the centre of his dominion. His capital 
seems to have been in Aykudi,C easily identifiable with the 
place of the same name near Tenkasi in Tinnevelly Dt. 

He is praised in Sangam literature as one of the 
seven great donors of the period.' Poets of the age like 
Ennicceri Mndamosiyar of Uraiyur, Odaikkilar of 
Tnraiyur, Kuttuvan Kiranar, Parankorranar, Paranar 
and Karikilnna.nn,r are some among the numerous donees 
at his hands.8 The poet Mudamosiyar who see:ns to have 
had the largest share of Aye'e bounty tells us that there 
was nothing which his patron would be unwilling to give 
in charity. 9 From other references in the Sangam poems 

4. Chronology of the Ancient Tamils, p. 66. 
15. l\Ic. Crindlo, Anc. India p. 134; K. A. N. SI!Stri, Pandyan 

Kingdom p. 56; K. V. S. Iyer, op. cit., p. 133. 
6. Puram, '132. 
7. Purnm 158! seo also introduction to the Purananuru edn. of 

V, Swaminnthn. Iyer, p. 2. 
S. Puram, 127-36, 240. 
0. Idid., 127, 128, 133 
10. Idid., 129, 130, 135. 
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we understand that even elephants were not beyond the 
range of his charity. 10 Well may the poet sing mourning 
his death, "The very gods would have sounded 
trumpets to announce the arrival of such a donor in 
their kingdom•· ·11 

The chieftain Vel A vi was the ruler of P otbin 
(modern Palani, which is known even to-day as •Avina.n. 
gudi' and has a tank, which is known as 'Vayavipuri '
to·day corrupted as ' Va.yapuri ') Puduman seems to have 
been another name for this chieftain. 12 He gave two of his 
daughters in ma!-riag to the two Cera kings, Neduncera
latan and Selvakadungovaliatan according to padigarns 
4, 6 and 8 of the Patiruppattu. The palace at V anci called 
• Velavikomalikai' refered to in Silappadikaram1.~ reminds 
us of his conr.ection with the Cera kings. The place called 
Aviyur a few miles from Madura in all prabablity indi· 
cates the southern extent of his dominion. 

Vel Pegan is 1·epresented in the Sangam poems as of 
the family of Vel Aye. 1 l That his territory must have lain 
by the side or at least very near the kingdom of Vel Avi 
is surmisable from this and from the evidence of Pura
nanuru/:; ~hich while mentioning the seven great donor
chieftains in order mentions Vel Pegan just before Vel 
Aye. 16 A further connecting link bet ween the two is 

11. Puram, 241. 
12. Compare padigams 4 and 0 of Patirruppattu. 
13. Silappadikaram, Canto XXVIII. 
14. Sirupannarruppadai, 11. 85-87; Naccinurkiniynr, com· 

roent on TollcaJJpiyam; Porul, 65. . 
15. Puram, 158. 
16. Ibid, 11. 12-13. It is here supposad that the poet was 

following the order of territorial contiguity. 
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found in their extreme generosity. 'rhe poets of the age 
describe the benevolence and the eharity of the two almost 
in like tenm. 17 As Vel Aye is said to have mR.de a present 
of a fine garment t.o god Siva, this chieftain is said to have 
presented his shawl to a peacock that was shivering in 
the cold. 1= 

Vel Pari's territory was in the Pandyan country as 
is clear from a reference to it along wfth Pandimandalam 
in Pandimcmda.lasadakam. This is further confirmed by 
the Pandyan inscription3 on the north wall of the old jail 
at Madura which speak about Parambnnad, the tradi
tional name of Pari's kingdom. If this is accepted, we 
may possibly identify the Piranmalai with Parambumalai 
of Pari, with which the Sangam poets always connect 
him. 19 Old inscriptions call the country adjoining this hill 
'Dwarapathinadu' and thus remind us of the early Vel 
relationship with this territory. He is also considered as 
one of the greatest donors of the age, 20 to which confir
mation is given even by the later Tevaram hymner, 
Sundaramurthi in a well-known line attributed to 
him referring to Pari as the very ideal of a donor.21 

Patirruppattu 71 discribes his gifts as "the downpour of 
the rain"; while Pumm 200 records an episode like the 
one. connected with the peacock and Vel Pegan already 
referred to. Here Pari is said to have given his very 
chariot as a support to a mullai plant that was in need of 
a prop. The poet Kapilar, who seems to ~ave been his. 

17. Compare Pumm; 141-147 and 127, 128 and 133, 
IS. Sirupannarruppadai, compare ll. 96-99 with II. 85-87. 
19. Puram lOS, 109; Sirupannarruppadai, 91. 
20. Pura1i~ 106, 107; A9am 78; Sirupannarruppadai, 89-9 etc .. 
21. "Gs•(9i.d'JOI) .. ~Il,.~ UTIA(h.J Gilu.J.;I".f91 "'"-~.!])!.;, 

<.il4o11"(9uu .. lllPoc •' 
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closest friend,22 informs us that his stP.te was a rich and 
fertile territory, which was so full of resources that it 
would be difficult even for a combination of all ,; the three 
kings •• to defeat him-2 " The poems of the period indE.eo 
inform us that once when actually "the three kings' 
combined against him, they could defE-at him only b~ 
treuchery.2 t Pari's territory is said to have consisterl 01 

300 villages. 2 " Dr. V. Swamina.tha Iyer opines that afte1 
the death of the chieftain, his two daughters were marriec 
to Brahmans through the good offices of the poe 
Kapilar.~ 6 

The territory of Vel Evvi lay in Milalaiknrram2 

with its capital at Nidur28 and also comprised Muthur 
kurram. 29 Vaipur seems to have been ano~her tow1 
included in Evvi's territory."0 Prof. K. A. N. Sastri place 
Milalaikurram in the Cola kingdom of the day.' 1 It i 
quite possible that Muthurkurram also must have beeJ 
within the confines o~ the same kingdom, proba.bl; 
identifia:ble with the present town of Muthur in Tanjor 

22. There are at least 20 poems in Puramw n w·u alone of Poe 
Kapilar in praise of Pari. Tho poet.'s a attempt to got hi>! daughtc1 
married after tho chieftain's death hus beon alrendy referred to. 

23. Puram 10!). 
24. Puram 110; Agam, 78: Puram 112, 
25. Puram 110. 
26. Swo.minatha Iyer, Pu.rananuru, p. 13; al:m eomment. o 

Purmn 113. Pundit M. Raghava Aiyengar in his Velirvaralctr 
(pp. 58-5!>) tells us that one of tho daughters was married to ~Ialayr 
man, J<:ing of Tirukoilur, and the other was moiTiccl laitorly t.hroug 
the endeavours of the poetess, Avvai, to Thevikon, a royal prince. 

27. Puram, 24. 
28. Agam, 266. 
29. Puram, 24. 
30. Agam, 126. 
31. See Supra, F. N. 
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Dt- and its surroundivgs, Nidur being the earlier name of 
Nidamangalam in the same dislirict not far from Muthur. 
Va.ipnr however remains unidentified. But a very wel
come cnnfirma.tion of the above identifications comes 
from Puram, 24 and Agam. 266, which refer to the 
conquest ol Milalaiknrram and Muthurkurram by the 
Pa.ndyan king, Tala.yalanganathn-ceru venra-Nedunjeliyan 
from the Nidur chieftain, Evvi/2 which clearly make us 
understand that these divisions of territory belonging to 
Vel Evvi la.y in the Cola territory before the conquest 
effected by this Pa.ndyan king. It is not possible to sa.y 
when exactly. this took place, though it is probable that 
it must have come off in the later period of Evvi's power. 
233 and 234 of the Purananuru collection inform us that 
this chieftain died on the battle-field, though we are not 
informed of the enemy against whom he hf},d fought on 
that occasion. It is just probable that these poems refer 
to Evvi's fight with this Pandyan king. 

The last of the great Vel chieftains is Nannan Veman
The Sangam poems sometimes mention him merely as 
Venman.~~ His territory is ca.llcd Palkunrakottam, 
(evidently a billy tract, as the name implies) in Tondai
nadu with its capital at Sanganwa,n' prohabiy the modern 
Senganmam or Sengama to the west of Tiru vannama.lai, 
an identification which is supported by the description of 
Nannan's territory as Eiilkunram, in agam 345 and 349, 

32. Hoference in Pu.rwn 24 to extensive pat!dy cult.ivation anu 
its nearness to tho sen {l l. 1--4) as i\Iutlnu· is uetually e\·cn to-day, 
makes tho identification ull the more probable. 

33. Agam !JS. 
34. Tho ,•,·hole of clfalaipadul.:adwn d<"flb ·:.-ilh this chieftain's 

son, Nannan sey .i\'rmnan; see Nnecinnrkiniyor's eommont (Pattttp-
patttt; Et!. by Swruninathn Iyer, p. 372.} · 
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which might refer to the (beautiful '?) hill of Tiruvanna
malai (elil ..,. beauty). It seems to have been a well forti- , 
fied city with many of the gaieties of modern civilisation/·~ 
Nannan's territory also included places like Param,=c 
Viyalur,'7 and Piramba,~8 unfortunately unidentifiable.~ 9 

II 

''THE FIVE GREAT FAMILIES" AND THE IRUKK.UVELS. 

It is in this background of contemporary Vel history 
we have now to fix the early history of the lrukkuvels of 
Kodumbalur. From the numerous Vel chieftains referred 
to in the literature of the period tbe Irukkuvels stand 
out prominently in many respects, as will be seen in the 
subsequent study. What is proposed to be done in this 
section is to establish t.he connection between the lrukku, 
vela and the chieftains mentioned in the foregoing 
chapter. 

First we will consider the relationship that existed. 
among the six chieftains already mentioned. The twa 
chieftains, Aye and Pegan, appear to belong to on~ 
family ;·' 0 Pari and Evvi, to another ;u while the other twa 
seem to stand by themselves. Nannan, in particular, i~ 

35. Ro.ghava Aiyengar, Velirvalalaru, p. 64. 
36. Agam, 152, 356. 
37. Ibid, 97. 
38. Ibid, 356. 
39. Mr. A, No.rayanaswo.my Iyer, tho editor of Norrino.t 

places Nannan's territory in Pulino.du along the western sea·coast o.nd 
idetifies Elilmalai with the hill of the samo name near Canno.nore 
(Narrinai, p. 91). 

40. Seo Supra. 
41. Purnm 202. 
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represented in the Sangam poems as being unlike the 
I:est of the families mentioned here. He is represented in 
them as a merciless and cruel tyrant accused as the 
murderer of a woman!~ Puram 151 describes two of his 
family, llanganderako and Ilavacerako (Ilaviciko) as 
utterly uncharitable persons, which is against the general 
character of the chieftains here portrayed. 

This establishes the fact that the Vels belonged to 
separate groups. From the point of time or period of 
entry into the south two groups have already been 
distinguished. Now one other differentia has to be added 
on to this distinction, viz., kinship. From th1s stand
point the frequent reference in Sanga.m Literature to 
''five great Vel families" 4 = seems to get better explained 
inSrelation to the "eighteen families of Vels" referred to by 
Naccinarkiniyar.H E'urther, in his comment on line 282 
of Pattinappalai. the same commentator makes the term 
•Irungovel' (lrukkuvel) comprise all the five great 
families.H From this one is led to infer that the Irukku
vels migrated into the south in five great families of which 
the family at Kodumbalur was perhaps the most famous 
and the longest to rule. It will be thus easy to understand 
the presence of an Irukkuvel ruler at Arayam and another 
further down in the south represented as being defeated 
once by Karikala4 c and at another time by Nedunjeliyan4 ' 

42. P1~ra1wnuru (Swaminatha Iyer,) p. 12. 
43. "mU.GuQ!iC3wilfl,j-" see comment of Naccinarkiniyar on 

Pattinappalai, 1. 282. 
44. Nuccinarkiniyur, comment on Tolkappiyam, payirum 
45. See comment on Pattinappalai I. 282; also V. Swaminatha 

Iyer, Patirruppattu p. 315. 
46. Pattinappalai, I. 282. 
47. Maduraikkanji, I. 55. 
E-4 
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round about the same time. It would appear from the 
Sangam poems that the Vel Evvi aud the Vel Pa1:i were 
none other but Irukkuvel chieftains appearing under 
different names ;ta and the na.me 'lrukkuvel' with its 
variant, 'Irungovel', was none other but a co:nmon cian 
name. In fact, the poem in the Pu,rananuru collection,'" 
which refers to the birth of the Irnkknvel from the vedic : 
sacrifice of the northern sage and which, in all prob· 
ability, had given rise to the name, 'lrukkuvel' (meaning 
"Vel from the vedic sacrifice'', 'Irulcku' being a Tamil 
variant of the Sanskrit, ''rig',) must be taken to refer to e.ll 
the Vela as a common mame, in the context of Naccinar
kiniyar's comment on Tolkappiyarn (payirarn) already 
referred to. The sage Agastiya, with whom. we have 
identified "tbe northern sage", mentioned in Puram 201, 
is associated in this comment not only with one family 
but with eighteen families of Vels. In this light alone 
Naccinarkiniyar's comment is understandable whl!n 
he ~peaks of the term, 'lrungovenman' as embracing all 
the five great families of the Vels. The only point that 
eludes our grasp is why these five families alone should be 
given this name, and one only among them the particular 
name of 'Irukkuvel'. This however, appears as a sure; 
indication of the greatness of the Irukkrrvcl fr.mily. 

Mr. A. Narayo.naswamy Iyer in his edition of ihtl Nar~ 
rinair.t mentions names of five families (following Puram 76 
and Agam 36) whom Pa.ndyan Nedunjeliyan is l"ctid to have 
defeated at Talayalanganam and tells us that these formed.. 
-------------------- ----- ------- --

48. Puram, 202; see also Radhnkrishna Iyer, Gen. Hist. of the., 
Pudukotta state, appendix. 

49. Pura.m, 201. 
50. Na.ccinarkiniyar, comment on Tolkapiyam, payiram. 
51. Narayannswamy Iyer, Narrinai, p. 91. 
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"the five great families". They are mentioned as, Tithyan, 
Elini, Erumaiuran, Porunan and Irungovenman. :;~This does 
not however appear to be right, because there is nothing 
to identify these families, except; the family of Irungo
venman as Vel families. even though Mr. C. Rajagopala. 
Iyer, the Editor of the Altananuru, and Dr. V. Swa.mi
na.tha Iyer. the editor of the Purananuru, call them as Vel 
chieftains. 5 ~ Further, it is one thing to call them as Vel 
chieftains and another to class them among " the five 
great families" here discussed. Ka.rikala the Great is said 
to have defeated nine chieftains a.t Vagaipa.ra.nthalai5 ' 

and fourteen chieftains at Venni55 , while in Agam 135 
the poet Paranar refers to the defeat of fourteen Velir 
chieftains in one battle. Therefore there is no point m 
arguing that the 5 Vdir families are mentioned, because 
five chieftains are mentioned together in a defeat. Indeed 
Dr. V. Swaminatha Iyer himself identifies some of these 
chieftains differently elsewhere in his commE:nt on the same 
Purananuru."" Further, if this identification is accepted, 
the Vel Evvi, whom our subsequent study well relates to 

the Irukkuvels, will have to be left out. Under these 
circumstances it seems best to identify the five families 
referred to with the first fi>e chieftains mentioned 2t the 
beginning of this section, Nannan Venman being 
apparantly different from the r..;st a3 has been already 
pointed out. 

62. Narayanoswamy Iyer; op. cit., 416. 
53. Agananuru (Rajagopala Iyer) p. 414; Purananuru, 

(Swaminatha Iyer) p. 92. 
54. Agam, 126. 
55. Agam, 246. 
56. Pura!lanuru (Swaminatha Iyer) Index, 20, .48, where he 

calls Elini as Ad1gaman and Porunan as o. king, not o. cb1ef. 
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III 

CONCLUSIONS 

This rather long discussion with regard to thE 
Irokkuvel family in its relation to the other Vels mus1 
yield the following conclusions : 

(a) That the Irnkkuvels bad come to stay in tbt 
south at least as early as the Sangam times, i.e. 
the II century A.D . 

. (b) Tba.t there were five great families of then 
ruling in different places in Sooth India, know1 
by the names, Vel Aye, Vel Pegan, Vel Avi 
Vel Pari and Vel Evvi. 

(o) That one among them particularly known a 
the Irnkkuvels was ruling or attempting t 
establish its rule in the south round the fir! 
centuries of the Christian Era as is evidence 
by the Pattinappalai and the Madttraikanj 
which severally mention the defeat of •Irung 
venman' once at the hands of Karikala and 1 

another time at those of Pandyan Nedunjeliya.J 

Now. given that the Irukkuvels were definetely rulit 
from Kodum balur at the time when light begins to dav; 
on their history (as the sequel will reveal), is it possible 
reconstruct their earlier history in the interim perio 
between the beginning of the Vel migrations into the sou: 
a.nd the beginning of their well-established Irukkuvel ru 
at Kodumbalur? To the answer of this question we sh1 
turn in the chapter that follows. 



PART ll 

THE IRUKKUVELS OF. KODUMBALUR 





PAR1' TWO 

THE IRUKKUVELS OF KODUMBALUB 

CHAPTER IV 

THE EARLY IRUKKUVELS 

I 

THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE MUV ARKOVIL INSCRIPTION 

The Muva.rkovil inscription already referred to in 
th(: first chapter records the construction of three vimanas 
(temples) and a matha n.t Kodumbalur by Bhuti Vikrama.
kesari, whom the later history of the family confirms as 
an Irnkkuvel chieftain. In mentioning this gift, the 
ino.;cription records a genealogy of 11 chieftains, 8 preced· 
ing anu 2 succeeding the donor. 

Much valuable history could be built round the 
information supplied by this epigraph if we could only 
assign its date. From the year 1908, when Mr. Venkayya. 
first noticed it in his Annual Report of Epigraphy (Madras 
circle) for 1907-08,1 it has been maintained successively 
by Mr. K. V. Subrabrnania Iyer2 and Rao Bahadur 
H. Krishna Sastri~ that the date of Bhuti Vikra.ma.kesari 
and his record must be placed roughly in the first half 
of the X century A.D. Prof. K.A. Nilakanta. Sastri in a. 
learned article on the subject published in the Journal of 
Oriental Research supports the same view.• Rev. 
H. Heras, on the other band, controverts this opinion in 

l. A.R.E. 1907-08, pp. 81-82. 
2. Subraha.mnia Iyor, op. cit., p. 149. 
3. Krishna Sastri, S. I. I., III, p. 249. 
4. K. A. N. Sastri, J.O.R., 1933, pp. l-10. 
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-----------------------------
a.n equa.lly learned article published in the Journal of the 
Royal Asiatic Society,5 and assigns the date of the record 
to the latter half of the VII century A· D· 

A regular storm-centre hlis thus bet::n created on this 
subject, though, as it appears to me, the. date of the 
inscription is put beyond a doubt by the cl:11m of Para
durgamardana. (chieftain 7 of the genealogy) of his con
quest of Vatapi mentioned in the same record. 

The following is the text of the inscription as pub
lished in the annual report referred to: 

Name lost (vanquisher of the Pandya olephauts) 
I 

Paravirajit 
I 

Viratunga, who conquered the l\falavns 
I 

Ativira 
I 

Anupama (samghakrit) 
I 

Nripakesarin 
I 

Paradurgamardana (conqueror of Vatapi) 
I 

Samarabhirama (calle~ y~duvamsaketu, ki_lled the, Chnlukya ut 
the battle of AdhiraJamangala, married the ~.Cola princes 
Anupo.ma) 

I 
Bhuti Vikramakesari (destroyed the Pallava army on tho bank~; 

of the Cauvery, conquered Vira Pandya in battle, destroyed 
Vanchivel, was ruling at Kodumbalur, married Karali and 
Varaguna. 

I 
By Karali 

I 
I 

Parantakavarman 
. I 

Ad1tyavarman 

Now, if Vatapi is admitted to refer to Badami, this 
c1a.im of Paradurga.mardana of having conquered Vatapi 

5. Heras, J.R.A.S., 1934, pp. Iff. 
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could refer to none other but the storming of Badami by 
the Pallava king, Nara'3imhavarman, in the year 642 
A.D , 6 since Badami was captured only once by the 
rulers of ihe south. The claim of Paradurgamardana's 
son, Samarabhirama, that he "killed the Chalukya at 
the battle of Adhirajama.ngala " reiterates the same con· 
clusion, showing, as it does, a state of hostility between 
the Chalukyas and these chieftains at the time under dis
cussion. There could be no he~itation in accepting this 
identificat.ion, unless we posit a later collision between 
the Chalukyas and t.he southern powers. Even in such a. 
case the "conqueror of Vatapi '' would go unexplained. 
''There seems to be no indication in any other record of 
the early X century of a conflict of the Chalnkyas of 
Badami with the Tamils to which the battle of Adhiraja
mangala may be refened ", writes Prof. K. A. Nilakanta 
Sastri himself in the article above referred to.' On the 
other hand, Adhirajamangala seems to be easily identi
fiable with 1\Janimangala mentioned in the Kuram plates 
of Paramesvaravarman I, in which Pulakcsin is se.id to 
have been inflicted a crushing <1efeat by the Pallavas, who 
followed up their victory to the storming of Badami.8 

Was then Pulakesin killed in this battle'? The Kodum
balur record would answer this question in the affirma
tive. It must be remembered that following the state
ment in the same Kuram plates that N arasimhavarman 
wrote "the syllable of the word vijaya as on a plate on 

6. S. I. I., I, p. 152; II, p. 508; I. A., VIII, p. 277. Tho date 
042 is lmivorsully acPepted for tho st.orming of Budumi. The Rev. H. 
Heras, however, ussigns tho date 037 for tho event (Horus, Pallava 
Studies, p. 53). This does not in uny caso nfleci our argument vitally. 

7 J. 0. R. op. cit., p. 7. 

8. S. I. I., I, p. 152. 
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Pulakesin's back"9 both Dr. Smith and Fleet surmised 
that Pulakesin had been actually kill~d by N arasimha
varma.n !,1° The qustion as to who killed the great Chat 
lukyan king, Narasimhavarman or the chieftain Samara
bhirama, need not det:1in us he:::c, 11 since the chronology of 
the Kodumbalur inscription does not hang on this. It is 
quite possible that the chieftain claimed for himself What 
his master had done. In spite of doubt on this point the 
identification of Adhirajamangala with lV.ianimangala. 
seems to stand on unassailable ground. These facts taken 
together must convincingly argue for a VII century dMe 
for the KodumbaJur insci-iption. 

The arguments assigned on the other side for a dil.te 
three centuries later n.rc based on " similarity of nal.ilcs or 
vague paleographical inferences", as Prof. Sastri himsdf 
confesses in the article referred to. 1 ~ It is the opinion of 
Mr. Venkayya-and Prof. SR.stri follows him-that paleo
graphically the inscription must be placed in the X century 
A. D. 1 ' Rao bahadur H. Krishna Sastri places it paleogra. 
phically a little earlier even. 1' Whether one should 
follow an argument from paleography in preference to an 
established fact to which the inscription a.ssmedly refers 
is the question to be here decided. Paleogra.phists may 
indeed contradict one another ; but established facts of 

9. S. I. 1., I, p. 15~. 

10. Smith, Early History, p. 495; Fico~, Oanarese DynMties, 
p. 358. 

11. For a discussion on this question see later. 

12. J. 0. R., op. cit., p-4. 

F. N. 
13. A. R. E., 1907-08, pp-81-82; Sastri, J. 0. R. op. cit., p. 1. 

14. S. I. I., III, p. 249. 
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history can never be controverted. Even granting for a 
moment that the conquest of Vn.tn.pi claimed by Paradur
gamn.rdana was not the conquest of Badami of 642 A. D .• 
and that Adhirajamangaln. was not Manimangala, there is 
no possibility of accomodating the Cha.lukyan victory 
claimed by Samarabhirama, say n.bout 900 A. D. (follow
ing the arguments of these writers), in which date he 
would be roughly placed, if his son, Vikramakesari, is 
placed in the first half of the X century A. D. The Chaluk
yan empire bad indeed been overrun by the Rashtrakutas 
in the middk of the VIII not to rise again till the very 
close of the X or the beginning of the XI century A. D. 

Further, if, as Venkayya n.nd Prof. Sastri argue, 15 

Bhuti VikramakeEari was a feudatory of Aditya II, and 
Vim. Pandya whom the chieftain claims to have conquered 
is, as they say, "the sn.me as thn.t Vira Pandya, with 
whom the Cola king Aditya Karikala, elder brother of the 
great Rn.jaraja, fought in his youth JJIG it is impossible 
to explain the anti-Chalukyan achievemPnts claimed by 
the Irukkuvels in this Kodumbalur inscription, seeing 
that the relations between the Ch3.lukyas and the Colas 
were never strained in the reigns of A.ditya II or Uttama 
Co]a. 1 ' Thus the arguments from paleography leads to a 
violent twist of historical events both in point of time and 
in point of fact and has therefore to be abandoned. It is 
better to leave the script of the inscription even unexplain
ed rather than post-date the Irukkuvel chieftains by three 
centurief'. After all, as Rev. Heras pertinently remarks. 

15. A. R. E., 1907-08, pp. 81-82; J. 0. R., (1933), pp. 1-10. 

16. Venkuyya, A. R. E. 1907-08, 1oc., cit. 

17. See for ex., Suthianatha Iyor, Pol. and Oul. His, I, pp. 
432-33. 



60 THE IRUKKUVELS OF KODUl\IDALUR 

we will ha.ve no satisfactory explanation to offer to the 
architectural style displayed by Bhuti Vikramakesari in 
the Muvarkovil ''without precedent and without conse
quent, totally unique in South Indian architecture.m' 
But these difficulties bea.r no comparison with hard histo
rical facts which fortunately the inscription reveals as its 
own unfailing witnesses. H.eferences to the ''conquest 
of Vira Pandya in battle'' and ''the destruction of the 
Pallava army on the banks of the Cauvery" and other 
like references occurring in the inscription need not 
detain us here. 1" The Irukkuvel-Chalukya connections 
here portrayed do indeed suffice to fix the chronology of 
the record under discussion. 

II 

TENTATIVE CHRONOLOGY OF THE IRUKKUVEL RULERS 

If Paradurgamardana's claim of his conquest of 
Vata.pi is interpreted to mean the storming of Badami, 
(642 A. D.), the period of the chieftain who claims this 
honour must be placed round about this well ascertained 
date. Now, if we add to this the achievement of his son, 
Samarabhirama, at Adhirejamanga.la in the same Pallava.
Chalukya war, as shown above, we are led to think that 
Paradurgamardana must have been in 642 A. D. a pretty 
old man, seeing that at that time already he bad a fully 
grown-up son in the person of Samarabhirama, who 
claims for himself the achievement of having slain the 
Chalukya in battle. Thus, the period of Pa.radurgamar
dana may be tentatively assigned to the period between 
615 and 64!5 A. D, (roughly assigning a period of 30 years 
---lS~--H;;r~;;-J :R.A.S.,--op~ cit., loc. cit. 

19. For a detailed discussion on all this see later. 
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for the rule of each chieftain). Now, following this plan 
a rough chronological scheme may be assigned to the 11 
chieftains mentioned in this inscription in the following 
way: 

No. Name of the rule1· Period of rule. 

1. The vanquisher of the Pandya 
elephants {Name lost) 435-,65 A. D· 

2. Paravirajit 4 65-495 A. D .. 
3. Viratunga 495-525 A. D. 
4. Ativira 525-555 A D. 
5. Anupama 555-585 A. D .. 

6. Nripakesarin 585-615 A. D. 

7. Par ad urgaruard ana 615-645 A. D. 

8. Saruarabhirama 645-675 A. D. 

9. Bhuti Vikramakesari 675<05 A. D. 

10. Parantaka 705-735 A. D .. 

11; Adityavarman 735-765 A. D. 

This scheme would thus place the period of the first 
In:ukkuvel ruler recorded in this inscription roughly in 
the first half of the V century A. D. 

III 

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE IRUKKUVEL RULE AT 
KODUMBALUR 

This particular period in South Indian history, when· 
the Irnkkuvel rulers apparently begin their rule at. 
Kodnmbalnr is what historians have termed as "the dark 
period in South Indian history". Of this period nothing 
definitely is known and this is a period of great confusion. 
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in South Indian politics. Doring this period, the Pandyas 
and the Colas suffer total eclipse, the Pallavas are 
struggling for existence and all the three seem to succumb 
to a common enemy. This is the period of the "Kala
bhra interregnam", generally placed by writers between 
the IV and the VI centuries A. D. ~o ''For three centuries 
from IV to VI the Pandyas suffered total eclipse and 
the Colas for nearly six centuries, IV to IX'';~' while the 
Pallava records of the period (the period of the Pallavas 
of the Sanskrit charters) mention not less than lfi rulers, 
which evidently portrays a period of confusion and utier 
a isturbance.~~ 

The same situation mus!i have over-shadowed the 
Irukkuvel history of the period, between 300 and 500 
_A.. D; and this should partly explain the mist that covers the 
history of these chieftains between the Hangam age and 
the first chieftain of the Kodumbalur inscription. If the 
Sangam age is taken to have roughly ended by 300 A. D., 
and the first chieftain of the Kodumbalur inscription is 
taken to have begun his rule in the middle of the V 
century, then it will appear that this ''datk period'' 
exactly corresponds to the period of probably tbe acme 
of the Kalabhras. The wonder then is not that we know 
so little about the Irukkuvel rulers of this period, but 
that we actually know something more definite about 
them than even about the crowned kings of the time. 
Judging from the Muvarkovil record, the Irukkuvcis 
seem to have remained comparatively unafj'ected by the 
impact of the Kalabhras. 
--·--··-- -----~-------------- ----. ---------

20. SaRtri, Pandyan Kingdom, Chronological Summary, p. 258. 
21. Sathiyanatha Iycr, op., cit., p. 296. 
22. Gopalan, op. cit., p. 61. l'vlr. Gopalan places the rule of this 

Pallava dYnasty between 340 and 550 A. D. (op. cit, p. 47.) 
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Certain writers, indeed, argue that the Kalabhras 
were none o:ber bnt the Satav[!,ha:uas and that the 
lialabhra invasion was nothing but the southern expa.ns~ 
ion of the Sr.tavahana power.2 ~ Even more startling is 
the suggestion of Pandit 1\f. R.aghava Aiyengar, who says 
that the K:1labhras figure in To,mil litero,ture as 'kalappar' 
or •kalappalar' and were akin to the Vellalas. 2 ' Prof. 
Sastri commenting on this suggestion says, "It seems 
v-ery likely that further study on the lines indicated by 
the learned Pandit will yield results of great value for 
t.he history of t.he period before the accession of 
Kadungon''. 25 Though fRets at our disposal do not 
warrant such a conclusiou, there is no don bt that there 
\\·as good rdati,mship between the Irnkkuvels an3 

·the Kala.bhras. Unfortunately, our knowledge of these 
wonderful people, who seem to .have invaded the south 
with all imaginable vigour and martial prowess is so 
meagre as to leave us indeterminate. "How the Pandyas 
were overcome by the Ka.labhras, how long the 
sovereignty of the latter lasted, and how they were 
driven back are points on which no inform~ttion is at 
present forthcoming". 26 Mr. R. Sn.thyanatha. Iyer in his 
scholarly work, '':\. ,.Political and Cultural History 
of India'', suggests that the Kalabhras must refer to the 
kalavar tribe to \\hich and to whose leader, PuUi of 
Vengada.m the Agancmuru frequently refers. 2 ' But the 

23. S. K. Iyengar, Sangam Age and Pandya Charters. 

24. M. Raghava Aiyengar, Epigraphy and Tamil Literature; see 
also Sastri, Pandyan Kingdom, pp 48-49, F. N. 

25. Sastri, op. cit., Ioc,, cit. 

26. Venkayyo., A.R.E., !!lOB, p.53. 

27. Sathya.natha Iyer, op. cit., p. 296. 
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question is whether it ]s reasonable to identify a tribe like 
the Kalabhras, the destroyers of two imperial dynasties, the 
Pandya. and the Cola., and the disturbers of a third, the 
Pallava, for full two centuries, with a small predatory 
tribe like the Kalavar. Possibly both the theory of Pandit 
Ragha.va Aiyengar and that of 'Mr. Sathyann,tha lyer 
contain very fecund germs of truth, and that is all that 
could be sa.id in favour of their Views at present. 



CHAPTER V 

FIRST ACHIEVEMENTS 

I 

EVIDENCE OF THE SANGAM WORKS 

Now, leaving the Kalabhra. problem alone for the 
time being, we shall try to trace the early history of the 
Irukkuvels at Kodumbalor. 

In the first place, did the rule set up at. Kodumbalur 
about 435 A. D. mark a beginning or a transfer? In other 
words, did the Irukkuvel ruler (whose name is lost) begin 
the rule of a new family of the Irukkuvels or was he 
merely continuing the rule of an older family that had 
been set up elsewhere in the south and had transferred 
itself to Kodumbalur? 

Most assuredly, the Irrukkuvels mentioned in the 
Muvarkovil record are not the same referred to in the 
Sangam poems. The following may be adduced as 
reasons for this statement: 

(a) In the first place, the Irrukkuvels mentioned in 
this record present a contrast to those referred 
to in the Sangam poems almost from every 
point of view, as has been already shown. 

(b) It is unnatural to expect a family referred to by 
the ·sangam poets in the II century A. D. to 
continue to rule for a thousand years nearly, 

E-5 
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since there a.re records of the lOth century A. D. 
or even later mentioning deecendants of the 
Irukkuvel family at Kodumbalur and its 
surroundings. 1 

On the other hand, there is no impossibility in 
supposing the Irukkuvels at Kodumbalur as a separate 
family belonging to the original stock. The comment of 
Naccina.rkiniyar referring to the migration of the 
Irukkuvels in "five great families" only lends support to 
this view. 

Various attempts seem to have been made early by 
the Irukkuvel family to establish itself in the south and 
all of them would seem to have ended abortively.~ The 
Patti11appalai and the Mad~traikanji mention at least two 
such occasions in no ambiguous terms.~ The commen. 
tator of these lines tells us that the whole family of the 
Vela were destroyed by Pandyan Nedunjeliyan and 
Karikala in the two engagements here referred to.4 The 
passage from Maduraikanji tells us that the Pandyan king 
not satisfied with the defeat of the Velir on the battlefield 

' pursued them into their kingdom;5 while the passage 
from Pattinappalai makes pointed reference to the 
defeat of the Irukkuvel (lrungovenman) 6 among 
others. 

1. See infra. 

2. Pattina]Jpalai, 11. 274-82; Maduraikanji, 11. 55-61; Purnm, 
76; Agam, 36, 125, 135, 246 etc. 

3. Pattinapalai, Maduraikanji, loc., cit. 

4. Pattuppattu (Swaminatha Iyer} pp. 214-15; also p. 178. 
5. Maduraikanji, 11. 56-67. 

6. Pattinappalai, II. 210-82. 
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Though the chronology of the Sangam age is yet 
uncertain, it is generally admitted that the whole period 
lasted 3 centuries from the first to tha third century A.D. 7 

and that the kings of this age, Karikala, Senguttuvan and 
Nedunjeliyan, are contemporaries.8 Further, the battles 
referred to above seem to have been the greatest battles 
fought by these respective kings.' 

From these circumstances the following facts may 
be gathered : 

(a) That the Irukkuvels suffered two decisive defeats, 
which must have given a rude shock to their 
nascent attempt to establish themselves in the 
south. The poet Paranar refers to another 
victory of Karikala over 9 chieftains' 0 at some 
place not me-ntioned. The names of the defeated 
chieftains also are not, unfortunately, mentioned. 
It is surmisa,ble that the Irukkuvel had a further 
share of defeat on this occasion as well. 

(b) That all these (at least the two first mentioned) 
engagements took place in the area covered by 
the modern district of Tanjore.'' 

7. Sathianatha Iyer, op. cit., p. 213. 

8. p. 213-15. 

0, Any cursory glance of the Sangam poems as also the very 
description of the engagement found in the references quoted above 
will show this. 

10. Agam, 125. 

1 I. Karikala's victory at Venni is identified with Kovilvenni 
and the Pandyan victory at Truayalankanam with Talayalangadu 
both in Tanjore Dt. (Swaminatha Iycrr, Purananuru; Sastri, GolaB. 
I, p. 40. 
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(o) That the Irukkuvels are specially mentioned in 
both the defeats. The reference in Pattinappalai 
(1. 282) has already been mentioned. The general 
reference to the Velir defeat in Maduraikanji is 
clarified by the poet, Nakkirar, in Agam 36 
(11. 19-20) to include the Irukkuvei in the defeat. 
The way of poet Uruthirankannanar, the author 
of Pattinappalai, is particularly striking. After 
mentioning the defeat of the several chieftains 
rapidly, he as though panses, and mentions in 
grand style the Irukkuvel defeat.'~ 

(d) That in tho first case the defe~:..ted Irukkuvel 
is found in opposition with the Pandyan ; 
King and in the second case with the Cola and the 
Cera,'l and that in all cases he is defeatcc1 i 

along with numerous other chieftains. 

To sum up, these conclusions flowing from the 
evidence of the Sangam works at our disposal portray 
a highly suggestive picture of contemporary political 
conditions, of the general mould in which the early 
furtunts of the Kodumbalur chieftains were cast and Of 
the way in which ev<:nts were moving, leo.ding up to the 
final establishment of the Irukkuvel power in that placel 

The cardinal factor in the political siLnation of the 
South India of the t\mc was that numberless tribes and' 
chieftaincies were trying to establish Lhemselves in powet 
a.nd prestige at the expense of the three well· known crown. 
ed kings of the period. As a consequence there were 

--------~--------::------------
12. Pattinappalai 11. 280-82. 

13. Pattinappalai, 1.277 ; Maduraikan;ji, I. 55. 
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innumerable engagements between them, the chiefs 
allying themselves, against one or the other of these kings. 
For a long time, roughly throughout the three centuries 
of the Sangam age, this conflict remained indecisive. The 
student of the Sangam poems cannot but be struck with 
the frequent references to the defeat of 7 chieftains, of 9 
chieftains, of 11 chieftains, of 14 chieftains and so on. u 

Thus the Sangam age was, from the point of view of 
political history, a period of interminable fight between 
the chieftain and the king, a fight between subjection and 
independence. Obviously, this could not go on endlessly. 
Apparently in the IV or early in the V century A.D., 
all the powerful chieftains joined together to make a final 
and consummate effort against the ruling houses. This is 
perhaps what we gropingly designate as the "Kalabhra 
in torregn urn.'' 

Tbus we find that the views of both Pandit 
M. Raghava. Aiyengar and Mr. R. Sathianantha Iyer 
do contain germs of trUiih. There seems much to be said 
in favour of both their views, since it appears that the 
Ralabhras were none other but all the important chief
tains of the period in alliance against the ruling power· 
The name 'Kalabhra' itself is hard to explain. It might 
as well be a later day name given in retrospect to these 
disturbers of peace either by the rulers, or the people or 
by both. The Tamil word, •Kalavaram' which means 
'disturbance• perhaps aptly describes the situation 
created by the Kalabhra intrusion (or invasion, as it is 
generally described). It is perhaps impossible to say 
as to which of these two terms-Ka.Ja.bhra and Kalavaram· 

14. Agam, 36, 11. 19-20; Agam, 246 eto, 
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was earlier in usage. In fact the whole terminology 
bears a northern tinge,indicating thereby also the strongly 
marked northern element in the "Kalabhra. invasion". In 
fact we find in the references above quoted the defeated 
chieftains often styled comprehensively by the term 
•Velir', the very men whom the Tamils hated as 
''north-men" It may be pointed out in passing that the 
view of Pa.ndit M. Raghava Aiyengar already referred to 
that the Kalabhras were in final analysis "akin to the 
Vellalas" 61 seems to get here its confirmation. Such, 
then, is the plausible solution of what is termed "the 
Kalabhra proble:m''. Viewed in this light, the rise of the 
Irukknvel power in Kodumbalur as a ruling chieftaincy 
just in the middle of this period becomes at once 
intelligible. 

II 

THE GATHERING OF ALLIES 

Who were the chief confederates of the Irukkuvels in 
this fight for independence ? If previous hist-ory be taken 
as any guidance, the Sangam poems mention besides the 
Velir families several chieftains like Elini, Porunan, 
Tithyan, Ernmainran and others already referred to n,2 

the allies of the Irnkkuvels. But lines 280-282 of 
Pattinappalai attach special significanGe to the Irukkuvel 
alliance with a tribe, thu..t appears to be the 'Kurumbar' 
of the Tondamandalam region. The commentator. 
Na.ccina.rkiniyar, explains line 281 of the Pattina.pp'1:lai,' 7 

·- ~---· ----~ 

15. Madurailcanji, l. 55. 
16. Sastri, Pandyan IGngdom, pp. 48--49, F.N. 
17. Pattuppattu (Swaminatha·lyer), p. 315. 



FIRST ACHIEVEIIIENTS 71 

to which attention has already been drawn, "Pun poduvar 
vali ponra" as referring to the defeat of the cow
herd class, which could be easily identified with the 
Kurumbar. 

The history of this community is yet an unwritten 
history. There is, however, no doubt that the Kurumbar 
were a powerful tribe occupying the region of Tonda· 
mandalam, comprising the modern districts of Chingleput, 
Madras and North Arcot at about the time under discus
sion. Native a<Jcountslike those found in the Mackenzie 
collections point to Poral or Madavaram near 
Madras as the ancient royal fortress of the Kurumbar. 
Traces of another of the kind covering forty 'cawnies' 
of ground with two boundary walls are to be still found 
in Marutan, near Conjeevaram. Tiruvadisulam in the same 
area seems to have been yet another stronghold of the 
Kurumbar in ancient times. Padaividu in Polur 
Taulk of the North Arcot district, though now a deserted 
and ruined place, is supposed to have been once the 
Kurnmba.r capital, It is said to have been then 16 miles 
in circumference full of temples, choultries and fine 
private residences, 18 An old Saivite temple at Velarpuram 
in Walajapet Taluk of the same district is also assigned 
by tradition to the Kurumbar days.' 9 

All these historical remains bear testimony to the 
great power and influence of the Kurumbar in the area 
and the times referred to by them. The Sangam works point 
out that these were war-like men, of whom even kings were 

18. Stuart, N. Arcot Manual. 

1!) Ibid. The nome Velarpuram is very suggestive of tho Vel
Kurwnbar connection. 
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afraid.20 Dr. V. Swamina.tha Iyer translates the 
term •kurumba' as a fort, 21 showing thereby the close 
connection between the Kurnmbar and the fort, 
They must have been great warriors, who always lived 
in forts. Pnram 177 describes in elaborate terms the 
fortified palace and daily life of Athiyan, one of the 
Kurumbar chieftains, and how he was bent on war and 
drink. 

Some historians have identified the Pallavas with the 
Kurumbar ;22 and Mr. Rea offers an interesting expla
nation when he translates the term 'Pallava ' itself to 
mean a cow-herd or Kurnmbar (from the two Tamil 
words, 'pal' meaning milk and •avil' meaning to pull or 
draw )2 : The account entitled, "Ancient History of 
Tondamandalam" in the Mackenzie Mas. says that the 
Knrumbar were responsible for the erection of not less 
than 24 forts within the region of Tondamandalam, 
which they divided into 24 districts and that "Adonds.i
cha.kravarti, said to be an illegitimate son of a conteru-

. porary Cola \ring " rose from. their community to conquer 
the region for the Cola king. 2 ' Now, this Adondai (also 
known as Tondaiman Ilandiraiyan) appears in other 
accounts as the originator of the Pallavas/" which harps 
back on the theory of Mr. Rea and others, who make the 
Pallavas descendants of the Kurumbar and in fact in the 

20. Pur am, 177, 07. 08 etc. 

21. Purananuru (Swamino.tho. Iyer), Index, p. 27. 

22. Gopalan, op., cit., pp. 24-25. 

23. Reo., Pallava Architecture, p. 2, F. N. 5. 

24. See Gopo.Ian, op., cit, pp. 26-27. 

25. Gopo.Ian, op., cit., pp. 21-24. 



FIRST ACIDEVEi\IENTS 73 

Mackenzie Mss. account, what became called Tondaman· 
dalam after Adondai is mentioned also as 'Kurumba· 
bhumi. ' 26 

Mr. Gopa.lan, who has made a careful study of the 
Pallavas, however, says categorically that the identifi
cation of the Pallavas with the Kurumbar has absolutely 
nothing to support it.27 Whatever be the truth in this 
matter, it cannot be denied that the Kurumbar and the 
Pallavas bad very close connections in early times, if 
alongside of the evidence we have gathered here we place 
the fact that the Pallava inscriptions do not mention at 
any time any conflict between the two. 

On the other hand, the Irukkuvel connection wid.i 
the Kurumbar is equally clearly borne out by the evidence 
of the Pattinappalai, line 281, already noted. In tbo 
Velvikudi grant of Pandyan Nedunjaiyan he claims to 
have defeated the Vel Aye in alliance with the Knrumbttr 
in Nattukurnmbu" 28 Prof. K. A. N. Sastri referring to this 
tells us that Pandyan N edunjadaiyan "suppressed with a 
strong hand a local rising of Nattukurnmbu headed by 
Ay Vel'• 29 The second plate of Bhaskara Ravivarman 
recording the gift of lan~ for the temple at Tirunelli by 
one Kanjikuttuvarman alias Adigal Kurumburiyar 
Tirnvadi, who was governing the Muttu.Kuru of the 
Kurumburainadu, says that the charity was placed under 
the management of the family of the donor, the assembly 

26. Gopulan; op. cit., Joe. cit. 
27. Ibid, p. 25. 
28. E. I., XVIII, p. 2!)4. 
2!). Sustri, Pandyan Kingdom, p. 60. Following H. K. Sastri 

be rightly identifies Nuttukurumbu with Kurumba.nud. (Ibid, p. 60, 
F. N., 2) 
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known as the "Seven hundred'' of the Muttu·Kuru and 
the Vellalas "who are the major landlords of the village."~o 
This record, though of a later period bears evidence to 
the high position occupied by the Kurumbar even in later. 
day history and the close relationship that existed 
between them and the Vellalas for a very long time. 

Thus we arrive at the conclusion that at the time of 
our history the Irukkuvels were in close alliance with the 
Pallavas on the one hand and the Kurumbar on the 
other. The Muvarkovil inscription mentioning the part 
played by Paradurgamardana in the storming of Badami 
fighting on the side of the Pallavas is a pointer in thia 
direction. lf an earlier evidence is needed to prove the 
Vel-Pallava relationship, it is found in the charter of 
Bappadeva, one of the earliest of the Pallava kings, where 
he makes a free distribution of a 100,000 ox ploughs and 
many gold coins to the Vellalas.~' These two records seem 
to mark the beginning and the maturity of the Vel. 
Pallava relationship in early times.: 2 

III 

ESTABLISHMENT OF POWER AT KODUMBALUR 

In this last section of the chapter dealing with the 
first achievements of the Irukkuvels in the south, we may 
try to reconstruct the final and immediate circumstances, 

30. E. I., XVI, pp. 343-44. 
31. Gopalan, op., cit., p. 37 . 

. 3~. Many Pallava inscriptions of the period prior to that of 
Bhuti Vikramakesari in Kodumbalur are found scattered all over the 
P?dukottah State. The cave carved by Pallava :Mahendravarman at 
Sittn~avasal in tho State as also his music inscription o.t Kuduroiyo. 
mala! date just a little earlier than Vikramakesari. 
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that led up to the establishment of their actual rule at 
Kodumbalur· 

Without, however, indicating his sources Mr. G. 
Radhakrishna Iyer, the author of the "General History 
of the Pudukottai State", ventures with remarkable 
precision on a conclusion, which seems after all to indi
cate the truth. •• The fact seems to be'', he writes, "that a 
member of the Irnkkuvel ruling family in and to the 
south east of the State went over to Kodumbalur in the 
western portion of the State and established himself there 
with the title of the 'Irnkkuvel •:~ In our discussion of the 
early Vels and their relation to the Irukkuvels it has been 
shown cle3irly that the Vel Evvi and the Vel Pari along 
with the Irnkkuvels formed one family· It is quite possible 
that the Vel Evvi was the ruler who was ruling the 
territory " in and to the south east of the State '', as that 
territory was ·part of the Milalaikurram of V cl Evvi, 
already identified as a territory that adjoined the modern 
State of Pudukottah. At the time of his defeat by 
Pandyan Nedunjeliyan (already referred to) Muttur
kurram, the territoty adjoining Milalaikurram, was 
perhaps in the bands of the Irukkuvel family, mentioned 
in Puranz, 24 (which refers to the conquest of the two 
territories by the Pa.ndyan king) as "than muthi·r velir.'' 
Prof; K..A..N. Sastri, as seen earlier, writes in a foot-note to 
his description of this conquest: " Perhaps Mutturknrram 
was not taken from Evvi but some one else." It should 
be noted also that Evvi is called in this poem 
wn-C:.illcir' and that Mutturu is said to have belonged 

33. Rndhakriahna Iyer, Gen. Hist. of the Pudu. State, Appcn-
dix. ii. 
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to •Gf!itrdsrQJJ!ihir16l16'1Rri" H Dr. V. Swamina.tha Iyer,_ the 
lca.rned editor of the Purananuru, also says that Evvt was 
the lord of only the Milalaikurram.35 The close conection 
between the Vel Evvi and the Irukkuvels is, on the other 
band, characteristically brought out by the poet Ka.pilar in 
the song already discussed. Further, the existence of a ~lace 
called Pullirukkuvelur (Tanjore Dt.) within the terntory 
identified as Mutturnkurram in a previous chapter seems 
to clinch the issue. The fact already noted that all the 
imp::>rtant engage:-nents in which the Irukkuvel was 
defeated at the ha.nds of the ruling kings were fought 
within the territory of the same district further empha
sises this conclusion. 

It follows therefore that in course of time, when 
circumstances became more favourable, some one in the 
Irukkuyel line joined issue with the Pandyan ruler, 
conquering from him the lost regions and Eet up his rule 
in the south east of the modern Pudukottah State, as Mr. 
Radh2.krishna lyer surmises, and from there passed on to 
Kodumbalur. r:l'his appears to be none other than the 
chieftain (the first in the genealogy) whose name is lost, 
and who claims to be " the vanquisher of the Pandya 
elephants". It is not possible to identify the Pandyan 
ruler against whom the victory was won, on account of 
the darkness that surrounds the history of this period. 
Possibly, the Irukkuvels received help in this fight from 
the Pallava ruler who must have been, arguing from the 
chronological scheme assigned to these chieftains, Simhn-

34. Puram, 24 II. 20-23; See also Sastri, Pandyan l.:ingdom, 
p. 28, F. N., 4. 

35. Purananuru (Swaminatba Iyer) p. 16. 
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varman II, following the chronology arrived at by Mr. 
Gopalan for the Pallavas.~a 

It is, however, a. fact that early in Simhavisnu's 
regin the Irukkuvels came under the sway of the 
Palla vas. 'l'he V elnrpalayam grant tells us that he 
"quickly seized the country of the Colas embellished by 
the daughter of Kavera'', in doing which, as the Kasakndi 
plates inform us, he defeated the Kalabhra, 1\lalava, Cola,. 
Pandya and t.he Simhala, "proud of the strength of their 
arms'', which probably means that they opposed him in 
his victorious march.:' On the other hand, the 
Mnvarkovil Inscription speaks of Viratnnga (chieftain 3 
of the genealogy) as the "conqueror of the Malavas, " 
which seems to refer to the collaboration of Viratnnga 
with the great Pallava king,Simhavisnn. It is true th11t there 
appears to be a difference of 50 years between the periods 
of Simhavisnu (c. 575 A. D.) and Virn.tunga (c. 525 A. D.) 
but it can reasonably be presumed that in a chronological 
scheme that is wholly tentative on both sides this 
difficulty need not detain us. 

Be that as it may, the Mala. vas, whom Viratunga 
claims to have conquered, seem to have been a very 
powerful family of chieftains ruling over Malakongu 
(eastern Kongu) extending eastwards from Ka.rur 
inculding a small portion of the modern Pudnkottah 
State and bordering on the modern Trichinopoly and 
and Tanjore districts. :s The Sangam works are in great 
praise of their high status and prowess in warfare.=s An 

36. Gopalan, Pallavas, p. 66, 68. Mr. Gopalan places Simha.
va.nnan between A. D. 436 and 460, following the datum furnished by 
the Jain work, 'Lokavibhaga.' 

37. S. I. I., II, V, p. 510. 
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inscription of Parantaka I informs us that Parantakan 
Madevadigalar, one of the queens of Gandbaraditya, second 
son of Parantaka I. was the daughter of a 1\ralava 
prince.~0 The Velvikudi grant tells us, on the other hand, 
that Pandyan Maravarman Rajasimha married a Malava 
princess and had a son by her named Jatila.' 1 

There could, however, be no doubt on the point that 
during Simhavisnu's regin, the Kodumbalur territory 
had effectually passed under the Pallava supremacy. 
Otherwise, even if other arguments are unavailing, we 
cannot explain the presence of inscriptions of his son, 
Mahendravarman in this region. though inscriptions do 
not speak of any southern conquest of this ruler.~~ 

38. K. V. S. Iyer, Sket<Jhes of Deccan, p. 129, 131. 

39. Agam, 35, 91, 187; Puram, 90 etc. 

40. S. I. I., II, III, p. 375. 

41. See Velvikudi Grant, E. i. Vol. XVII, p. 293. 

42. Gopalan, op., cit., pp. 84-85. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE THREE GREAT CHIEFS 

I 

PARADURGAMARDANA 
(615-645 A. D.) 

The Muvarkovil inscription brings to light 
three great chiefs of the Irukkuvels of Kodurnba_ 
lur. They are. as the inscription names them, Par ad ur
garoardana, conqueror of Vatapi, Samarabhira.ma 
ostensibly his son, who claims to ha.ve killed the Chalukya,: 
king at the battle of Adhirajamangala and Bhut~ 
Vikramakesari, who claims to have conquered th 1 

PalJava forces on the banks of the Cauvery' defeated 'Vir e 
Pandya and killed Vancivel.' a. 

The gover~in~ factor of the history of at least th 
"first two chieftams 1s the Pallavq, hegemony, under Wh. ~ 
they were the great feudatories. 10 

The period of Pa.radurga.mardana roughly coincid 
with that of the Pallava king. Mahendravarman (60o_6;~ 
A. D.), and the first part of the reign of his succ6880 
Na.rasimhavanoan, rulers perhaps of the greater. 
importance among the Pallavas. To Mahendra'Vartn st 
was handed down a kingdom that extended all along t~n. 
Coromandal coast from Kalahasti in the north t e 

-------------------~ o. 
I. A. R. E., 1907-08, pp. 81-82. -----
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Pudukottah in the south and from the Eastern Ghats on 
the one side to Namakkal on the other. as inferrable 
from the copper plates referring to the reign of Simhs,. 
visnu. Thus Ma.hendravarman succeeded to a territory 
that naturally embraced the Irukkuvel chieftaincy. The 
part that Paradurgamardana claims to have played in 
the conque~:;t of Vatapi seems, therefore, natural enough. 

The following lines of evidence make this inference 
all the more conclusive. In the first place, is the 
statement found in the Karnul plates of Vikramaditya.,.. 
whi.ch tells us that •'tnree allied kings" were ranged. 
against Pulake~:;i at the battle of Manimangaln,2 which_ 
is one of the two pitched fields of battle in the war undel:' 
reference. Two kings among the three in alliance are 
clearly known. to us from specific statements in record~ 
dealing with the engagement. They are the Pallava king~ 
Narasimhavarman, and the Ceylonese prince, Mana,, 
vamma. 3 The Mahawamsa gives a detailed account Of 
t~e participation of Manavamma in this Pallava fight 
With. the Chalukya,~ though, unfortunately, it does not 
mentiOn the name of the battle. The chronicle, howevel:' 
mentions that this was a fight with the Chalukyan king • 
"who invaded Kancbi. ''5 This description represents th~ 
Cbalukya ruler as being on the offensive. That thil:i 
reference is therefore to the battle of Manimangala il:i 
obviouA; since it was in this war between Narasimha, .. 
varman and Pulikesi that the Chalukya king took the 

cit. 

2. J. B. B. R. A, S. XVI, p. 226. 
3. Mahavamsa, (Colombo, 1909), p. 35. J. B. B. R. A. S., loc .• 

4. Mahavamsa (Colombo) p. 35. 
5. Ibid. 
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offensive by invading the P~llava capital, and the fact 
that the bat~le referred to Is that of Manimangala. is 
borne out by Its very nearness to Ranci. 

This being esta?lished, we may now seek to identify 
t~e third rul~r in alhan~e agai?st the Chalukya.. Histo
rians have till now vanously Identified this third ruler 
with the Pandya~ Koccateyan, 6 and with the Andhra. 
prince, Ka.nduvetti, who was, according to the same 
Mabavarusa, another fr~end of the Ceylonese king.7 Rev. 
H. Heras, who mad~ this second identification, calls it in 
the article cited earlier as "a mere suggestion without any 
strength,"8 The identification made with Koccateya.n, 
on the other hand, is obviously mistaken, since the 
commencement of hia reign has been placed in the year 
710 A. D.,9 while the W!ir under reference is said to ha.ve 
been fought in 642 A. D. Besides, the invasion of Pulakesi 
into the kingdom of the Palla.vas is described in the 
Chalukyan inscriptions as an effort "for the benefit of the 
Cola, Cera and the Pandya" 10 i.e., as an attsmpt. perhaps, 
to destroy the power of the Palla vas, which was considered 
as doing a good turn to the southerners. It is therefore 
against the spirit of the campaign to suppose the alliance 
of the Pandya.n prince with the Pallava king. 

Under these circumstances, the statement in the 
Kodumbalur inscription with regard to Paradurgamar
dana that he conquered Vatapi is certainly an information 
refreshingly enlightening. The Irukkuvel culture of the 

6. M. Raghava Aiyengar, J. 0. R., III, p. 77. 
7. Hents; Pallava Studies. 
8. Heras, J. R. A. S., Joe. cit. 
9. Sathinatha Iyer, op., cit., p. 367. 
10. E. I., I, p. 1. 

E-6 
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north and Paradurgamardana's dependence on the 
Pallava hegemony lend great su"Qport to the identification 
of the third king of the alliance with him. The 
Maha.vamsa tells us that •'when the Chalnkyan king 
invaded Kanci, Narasimha ran to meet him, though he 
was in creat danger"11 The urgency with which he is 
thus said to have been called to arms by the Chalukya.n 
invasion makes the identification all the more plausible, 
seeing the nearness of the Irukknvel chieftain to the 
Pallava capital, compared with the other princes of the 
identification. 

II 

SAMARABHIRAMA 
(645-675 A. D.) 

Sa.ma.rabhirama claims to have kilied the Chalukya. 
at the battle of Adhirajamangala in the Kodumbalur 
inscription above referred to, which is, by the way, the 
only inscription, which records such an event. Further 
Samara.bhirama. is the only person, who makes such ~ 
claim with reference to the war here adverted to. On the 
face of it, therefore, Samara's claim seems to be trust· 
worthy .. The_ greatness of the claim itself should compel 
one to VIew With favour the statement of this inscription. 
The Knram plates tell us that Narasimhavarma.n wrote 
,, the syllable of the word •Vijaya' as on a plate on Pula. 
kesin's back." This is the only claim advanced besides 
t;hat of Sama.rabhirama with reference to the victory over 
t;be periOD of Pulakesi, though it is not in a sense 80 clear 

---------------------- -------------
11. Mahavamsa, Ioc., cit. 
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as that of Sama.rabhirama. Curiously enough, the two 
inscriptions taken together seem to complete our infor· 
mation, the one telling us clearly that the Chalnkya was 
killed and the other saying that the Chalukya was none 
other but Pulakesi. There need not arise any doubt also 
on the point as to who between these two killed the 
Chalukya king, since w-b.ile the cla.im of Samara is abso
lutely clear, that of Narasimha is not. 

If it be thus accepted that the chieftain, Sama.rabhi
rama, was the slayer of the great Chalukya.n monarch, 
the greatest of his line, against whose powers Harsha 
himself had to gather "troops from the five .l:ndies and the 
best generals from all countries'112 as the Chinese tra.
veller, Hiuen•Tsang tells us, the greatness of the achieve
ment needs no telling. It must be further pointed out 
that the defeat and the death of the Chalukya broke the 
spell of the invincibility of his dynasty and began the era 
of its decline and the rise of the Palla.vas as, in the words 
of the Teggina-Irappa inscription, •• the foremost of 
kings.ma 

III 

BHUTI VIKRAMAKESARI 
(675-705 A. D.) 

The third great chief who stands out from. the 
Kodumbalur inscription is Bhuti Vikramakesari, the 
person responsible for the inscription itself. Though he 
makes no claim to any concrete action like his prede· 
cessors, he has left us in the events of his reign an 

-
12. Beo.l, Hiuen-Tsang, II, p. 255. 
13. Fleet, Oanarese Dynasties, p. 328. 
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unmistakable mark of a great fighter, statesman, artist, 
architect and designer. He was, according to this 
inscription itself, the first one to establish firmly the 
Irukkuvel rule at Kodumbalur.u 

The distinguishing feature of the rule of Vikrama, 
kesari was that in his time the general complexion of 
South Indian politics changed from tbe supremacy of the 
Pa.llavas to that of the Colas. This became the governing 
factor of Vikramakesari's rule. The Cola records suffi., 
ciently enlighten us on the fact that the southernmost 
part of what was once the Colamandala was re-conquered.: 
from the Pallavas early in the reign of Paramesvara .... 
varman I. which would have naturally meant th~ 
establishment of the Cola power in the territory of th~ 
Irukkuvels also. 15 That the Cauvery basin was in th~ 
hands of the Cola king during this period is confirmed b~ 
a striking evidence from the Chalukyan side given by th~ 
Gadval plates of Vikramaditya which, after narrating th~
ca.pture of Kanci by the Cha.lukyan king during the reigtt 
of Paramesvaravarman, tell us that he " camped itt 
Urgapura in the Cholika province " 1 n which clearly point!::> 
to the extension of that province to the Cauvery territor~ 
early in Pa.ramesvaravarman's reign. On the side of th~ 
Colas, the same fact is emphasised by the saintly poet. 
Tirumangai Alwar, who sings of Kocenga.nnan, appa., 
rently the contemporary of the Palla.va Para.mesvara. ... 
varman, ''as the victor or Venri and Alundai "/ 7 place~. 
which are a.ga.in situated in the Cauvery territory. 

14. The inscription specially mentions about him that he ''wu~ 
ruling at Kodumbalur." 

15. E. I., X, p. 105; Peria Tirumoli, IV, vi. 
16. E. I., Joe., cit. 

Peria Tirumoli, Joe., cit. 
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Thus the reign of BhutijVikramakesari coincides with 
the beginning of the Cola bid for their second empire, 
which naturally begins with the re-conquest of the 
Cauvery district by the Cola power. In this context, 
Vikramakesari's first claim in the Kodnmbalnr inscription 
that he ''destroyed the Pallava army on the banks of 
the Cauvery '' becomes quite meao.ingful. It is this 
conquest of the Pallava that is referred to by the contem
porary poet, Tirumangai Alwar, when P.e speaks of 
Kocengannan as "the Lord of the southern northern 
king.'" 8 

Nor a.re we left without evidence as to the genera 
way by which this Irukkuvel-Cola alliance was made. In 
the first place, the Kodumbalur inscription itself records 
Samarabhirama's marriage with Anupama, a Cola. 
princess, which makes us understand that his son. Vikra.
kesari, was himself of Cola descent on his mother's side. 
We are in fact made to think that this marriage alliance 
had been designedly made by the Colas with a view to 
gather allies ior their conquest. 

Now, the Pallava king whom the Irrukkuvel chief· 
tain claims to have defeated appears to be Para.mesvara
varman on a comparison of the dates of either rulers. 
Further, it can also be argued that the Pallava ruler was 
towards the close of his reign at the time of his defeat, 
since his death date is generally placed in 680 A. D· 19 His 
defeat was perhaps easily achieved, since Vikramakesari 
must have been then a robust young man (ace. 675 A. D.). 
The second P~llava contemporary of Vikra.ma.kesari, 

IS. Feria Tirumoli, Joe., cit. 

l!l. Sathianatha Iycr, op. cit,, p. 361. 
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Narasimhavarma.n II, cannot be the Pallava king here 
referred to on account of the evidence of the Gadval 
plates, which, as we have said, refer to Uraiyur as in the 
Cola. province already in the days of .Pa.ra.mesvaravarma.n I. 

But who can be that Vira Pandya, whom Vikrama. 
claims to have conquered? The question does not allow of 
a definite reply in the present state of our information. 
From a. pure chronological considP.ration, Vira Pandya, 
must refer to Arikesarivarman (670-710 A. D.), whose 
aggressive campaigns both the Sinnamanur plates and the 
Velvikudi grant elaborately record. In the Sinnamanu~ 
records, the Pandya king boasts to have captured the 
Cera king with his near relations and forces. It is quite 
po~sible that he came into conflict with the Colas also, of 
which mention was not made in his records perhaps on 
account of the defeat he might have suffered at theit 
hands. That the Pandyan monarch was defeated by the 
Colas is also obvious from Tirumangai Alwar, who stylel'; 
the Cola contempora-ry of Vikrama as ''the Lord of the 
southern Tamil king.mo Still, the identification of Vira 
Pandya with Arikeso.ri cannot be considered as being 
conclusi"le. 

The third claim of Vikrama is his defeat of Vanci 
Vel. We know from the epic Silappadika1·am that the 
Vels had colonised a part of the Cera kingdom as early aa 
the 2nd century A: ~· The epic in f~ct mentions one 
Alumbil Vel as a mm1ster to the Cera kmg Senguttuvao. 
Besides, the na.me •V a.nci' attached to 'Vel' seems to point 
further to the territory of Vanci Vel in the Cera kingdoll::t. 
Tb.e period of Vikrama was one of hardship to the Cer~ 
---------------------- -------------

20. Peria Tirumoli, loc,, cit. 
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line pressed as it was between the aggrandisement of the 
Colas and the Pandyas. It must have been in one of the 
campr.igns of the Colas into the Cera kingdom that this 
Vane; Vel must ha.ve been defeated. 

What is particularly noteworthy in the regime of 
Viknma is that he was n. great builder of temples. Certain 
original and pleasing developments in temple architecture 
are tn be seen in the Muvarkovil built by him at Kodum. 
balur (according to the inscription found on its wall, and so 
far discussed). His artiatic achievements 111re well worth 
the study of the student of art and architecture. In the 
estimate that we shall make of the Irukkuvel contribution 
to the cultural progress of the country, this matter can be 
dis~ussed at some length. 

Vikrama's support of the Cola cause seems to have 
be~n more close than the support given by his predeces
sors to the cause of the Pallavas. Of the two wives 
auributed to him in the Kodumbalnr record, Karrali Was 
J.Uostly a Cola princess, as is apparent ~rom the names of 
his two sons by her, Parantaka and Ad1tyavarman, which 
are characteristically Cola names. Parantaka is eve 
l'ec.d under the Cola title. •Parakesarivarman' in one 0~ 
the inscriptions from Kudumiyamalai, which is dated in 
the 6th year of Parakesarivarman. 21 This cannot refer 
to a. Cola king, since the inscription records a_ grant to the 
temple at the place by Varagunanatti, descrtbe~ as the 
queell of Bhuti Vikra.makesari, who, folJowmg ou. 
chronology, must have preceded any Cola king of thi: 
lla.me. 

-----------------------
;::1. 337 of 1904. 
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The Irukkuvels seem to get amalgamated and in 
some wa.y almost identified with the Colas at the close of 
the reign of the Irukkuvel chieftain Adityavarman. The 
rule of Kodumbalur ceases to be associated with them 
almost soon after the reign of Parantakavarmau. The 
Velvikndi grant, which refers to the victory of Termaran 
at Kodumbalur against Nandivarman II (about 750 A. D.: 
does not make any mention of the Irnkkuvels in Kodurn. 
balur.22 The Second Sendalai ·Pillar Inscription, whic~ 
describes the same Pandya-Pallava war from the Mutta· 
raiyan side is even more explicit on the point. 

"When the vel of Maran (the Muttaraiyan king) .. , 
became hot, the lengthy and high walls of cool Kodum· 
bai (Kodumbalur), which belonged to unfriendly king1 

and on whose storeyed buildings flags were hoisted) 
were destroyed and the dust rose (to the sky) and forme( 
as it were a second earth there.''n 

The significance of this passage with reference to th1 

present argument will become clear on a study of thE 
Irukkuvel-Muttraiyan relations, which were too friend)~ 
fo~ the inscription to describe Kodumbalur as • un· 
frtendly '. The naturr;,l conclusion, therefore, is tba 
during this Pandya-Pallava war the Irnkkuvels were n< 
more ruling at Kodumbalur. 

22. E. I., XVII, p. 293. 
23. E. I., XIII, p. 146, 



CHAPTER VII 

THE IRUKKUVEL--MUTTARAIYAN RELATIONS 

I 

THE PROBLEM OF IDENTIFICATION 

Closely co~nected . with Vikramakesari is the history 
of the Muttara1yan chtefs. who rule from Tanjore con. 
temporaneously with Vikramakesari at Kodumbalur. 
They governed a portion of the modern Tanjore and 
Trichinopaly districts and a part at least of the Pudu
kottah state. Both the range of their inscriptions, which 
extend from Sendalai and Tiruchendurai in Tanjore 
district to Tirumayyam and Malaiakovil in the Pudu
kottah state, and the remains of their rule to be found in 
the same area like 'l\farppidugueri' in Alambakkam, 12 
miles from Lalgudi (Trichy Dt.), Muttarasanallur, 5 miles 
from Trichinopoly and the weight called, 'Videlvidugukal' 
once in use in Uyyakondan Tirumalai confirm this con
clusion. The researches of scholars like Mr. K. V. Sub-

. rahmania Iyer have made it increasingly evident that 
these chiefs once played a very important part in South 
Indian history, especially on behalf of the losing Pallava. 
power. 

It is not easy to say how and for what reasons the 
alliance between the Irukkuvels and the Muttaraiyans 
wa.s brought about. Possibly, it was an attempt of the 
latter to bring back the former to the support of the 
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Pa.llavas, with whom the Muttaraiyans seem to have 
been closely attached. Be that as it may, we hear in one · 
of their inscriptions that Varagunatti, the daughter of a 
certain Videlvidugu Muttaraiyan, was given in marriage 
to a Sembiyan lrukkuvel. 1 If the identity of this Sembi
yan could be established, we would stand much to be 
enlightened; but the solution to the problem is made 
very much uncertain from both sides. The name '' Sem
biyan Irukkuvel " appeal'G too commonly among the 
Irukkuvels to help the identific? .. tion of the person men. 
tioned here; and at the same time the Muttaraiyan 
chronology is still very much unsettled.~ This problem 
can therefore be solved only after settling the chronology 
of the Muttaraiyan chiefs. 

II 

THE MUTTARAIYAN CHRONOLOGY 

We shall attempt in this section to frame a chrono
logical scheme for the Muttaraiyans and see how it fits 
in with the history of the Irrukkuvels. Thus the "Sem
biyan Irukkuvel" spoken of as the son-in-law of Videl
vidugu Muttaraiyan may possibly be identified. 

The following is the genealogy of the Muttaraiyan 
chiefs, as found in their inscriptions:" 

1. E. I., XIII, p. 138. 

. 2. Mr. K. V. Submhmaniya Iyct· in editing the Sendalo.i 
Pillar inscriptions, the most famous of the Muttaraiyan records, says, 
"The~e is nothing in these records to show the timo whon the kings 
mentioned in these flourished or t.ho duration of t.heir reigns." E. I. 
XIII, p. 135. ' 

3. K. V. Subrahmnnia Iyer, op. cit., Joe., cit. 
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1. Perumpidugu Muttar~yan alias Kuvavan Mara.n. 
2. llangova.dirsya.n alias Maran Paramesvaran. 
3. Perumpidugu Muttaraiyan alias Suvara.n Maran. 

• (probably his son) 
4. Videlvidngu Vilupperadi Araisan alias Sattan 

Maran. 
5. Videlvidugu Muttara.iyan. 
6. Sattan Pa.liyili. 

7. Marpidugu. 
8. Satrubhayankara Muttaraiyan. 
9. Videlvidugu Muttara.iyan.' 

'{lhe conquest of Tanjorefrom the Muttaraiyan chief 
by the Cola Vijaya.laya about the middle of the IX 
century referred to in Cola inscriptions" furnishes for all 
intents and purposes the last date of the Mutta.raiyan rule, 
since though the Muttaraiyans might have continued in 
power for some more time after this event, the glory of 
their chieftaincy must have without doubt set with the 
rise of Vijayalaya and his successors. In fact, these chief
tains seem to pass into the service of the Colas after this 
period, to which evidence is found in an inscription of 
the time of Kulotunga I, from Tirunedungulam in Trichi. 
nopoly District, which mentions one Vijay11laya .Mntta. 
raiyan as a signatory in a record. G The name. Vija.yalaya, 
Muttaraiyan itself is not without significance. This ev-ent 
must therefore m11rk the period of the las5 ruler of the 

----------

4. This gcnoological scheme follows that of :Mr. K. V. Subr -
manin Iyer in E-. I., XIII, pp. 135 ff .. with a little adaptation of ah. 
own, for which reasons are assigned in the sequel. lny 

5. S. I. I., III, i, p, 7; E. I., XV, p. 53. 
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geneology. The period of the Cola King Vijayalaya him. 
self is placed between 850 and 871 A. D. 7 The conquest 
under reference may, therefore, be placed c. 870 A. D., 
since this is said to have provoked a Pandya-Pallava. 
conflict, which ended about 880 A. D. in the battle of 
Sripurambiyam, near Kumbakonam. 3 

The earliest date of the Mutta.raiyan rule is furnished. 
by the date of the Pallava king, Mahendravarman (6C'O_ 
630 A. D.), who bears the characteristically Muttarai ... 
yan title, 'Perumpidugu' in two inscriptions of th~ 
period. The name of the first Muttaraiyan chief9 Peruru ... 
pidugn• appears to confirm this conclusion. 

Further, the general view that ma.kPs the Muttarai .. 
yans a branch of the Kalabhr~s9 favours the close of th~ 
6th century for the beginning of the Muttaraiyan rule at 
Tanjore. 

Thus under the limitations imposed by these conside .. 
rations the following chronological scheme can be made 
for the Muttara.iyans, assigning roughly a period of 3Q 
years for each ruler : 

1. Perumpidugu Muttaraiyan 
2. Ilangovadirayan 
3. Perumpidugu alias Suvaran Maran 
4. Videlvidugu alias Sattan Maran 
5. Videlvidugu Muttaraiyan 
6. Sattan Paliyili 
7. Marpidugu 

6. 670 of l!lOO. 
7. Sathiunutha Iyer, op., cit., p. 431. 
8. Ibid. 

60Cl-630 A.D. 
630-650 .. 
660-690 ,, 

690-720 " 
720-750 ,, 
750-780 •• 
780-810 ,, 
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8. Satrubhayankara Muttaraiyan 
9. Videlvidugu Muttaraiyan 

810-840 , 
810-B70 , 

Certain changes have been made in the genealogy 
proposed by Mr. K. v. Subrahmania. Iyer already advert
ed to and that for the following reasons: The first three 
in the genealogy are related to each other as father and 
son. Now, chieftain No. 4, Sattan Maran, claims him
self to be the son of Perumpidugu, chieftain, No. 3, and 
his mother is mentioned as Perumpidugu Perundevi in an 
inscription from Tirumayyam, in the Pudukottah state.9 

With regard to chieftains, 5, 6, and 7, 5 and 7 are di~> 
connected in the genealogy furnished by Mr. K. V. 
Subrahmania lyP.r. 10 But chieftain 6, Sattan Paliyili, 
claims to be the son of Videlvidugu. chieftain, No. 5. 11 
I have placed Marpidugu as chieftain, No. 7 from the 
evidence of an inscription from Tiuruvellarai, whiuh 
purports to record the construction of a well called, 
•Marppiduguperunginaru' by one Kamban Araiyan of 
Alambakkam, which is said to have been commenced in 
the 4th and finished in the 5th year of Pallava Dantivar
man.12 This fixes the date of Marpidugu c. 780 A.D. 
(the 5th year of Dantivarman). Thus the unconnected 
chieftains, Videlvidugu, Sa.ttan Paliyili and Marpidugu 
(chieftains, 5, 6 and 7), of whom the second claims to be 
the son of the first, get connected. In the chronological 
scheme, Marpidngu is assigned to the dates, '780-810 
A.D., which is actually confirmed by this inscription from 
Tirnvellarai. At the same time, another inscription, 
·---- --------- ------

9. 402 of 1906. 
10. E.I., XIII, Joe., cit. 
11. Ibid. 
12. E.I., XII, p. 158. 
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which attributes the cave at Nartamalai in Pudukottah 
state to Sattan Paliyili,'" confirms the date assigned to 
this chieftain in the chronology, since the period of cave 
construction in Pudukottah state is assigned to the VIII 
century ana the Nartamalai temple itsel£ to the middle 
of that century. These facts, it would be observed, are 
mutually confirmatory of both the genealogical and the 
chronological schemes, here adumbrated. 

Any later date assignable to these chieftains would. 
lead to many inconsistencies. Thus, the view of Mr. K. \f. 
Subrahmania Iyer, who makes Sattan Paliyili the 
contemporary of the Ganga Nripatunga, 11 would assign 
the middle of the IX century, at the earliest, for Sattan 
which is inconsistent both with the victory of Vijayalaya, 
and the construction of the cave he claims for him at 
Nartamalai. The only difficulty in accepting this chrona. 
logical scheme lies in the reference in the Sendalai inrcrip. 
tion to the opponent of Pandyan Ter-maran as Perulll. 
pidugu, possibly referring to Suvaran Maran. It may be tha.t 
the Maran, referred to may refer to some other Muttaraj. 
yan chiei or what is more probable this Maran had the 
name Perumbidugu also. Though this cannot solve our 
difficulty it cannot at any rate be taken to nullify a whole 
scheme otherwise satisfactory. 

III 
THEIR CONNECTIONS PERSONAL AND POLITICAL 

Now, to return to the Irukkuvel-Muttaraiyan relations, 
chieftain Videlvidugu, spoken of in the inscription as the 

13. 365 of 1906. 

14. K. V. Subrnhmania Iyer, op., cit., Joe., cit. 
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father-in-law of Sembiyan Imkkuvel appears to ba 
chieftain 4: of the genrology, since, though there are two 
other Videlvidugu l\Juttrtraiyans in the inscriptions 
{mentioned in our genealogical scheme), it is only of this 
Videlvidugu and of his family that inscriptions from the 
Pudukottah state (the Irukkuvel territory) speak. An 
inscription, already referred to, from Tirumayyam (no 
king, no date) speaks of Perumpidugu Perundevi, the 
mother of Sattan Maran (wife of Videlvidngu, chieftain 
4 of the genealogy) as having repaired the temple of 
Satyagrinatha-Perumal and granted a village to it. 15 The 
date of this chieftain has been assigned in our scheme as 
690-720 A.D. His Irukkuvel contemporary will, therefore, 
be none other than the great Vikramakesari (675-705 
A.D.) He is, possibly, the ''Sembiyan Irukknvel" referred 
to here-a conclusion to which astonishing confirmation 
is leant by the name of one of his wives mentioned in the 
Kodumbalur record as Varaguna, which is very much 
the same as the name Varagunatti mentioned in the 
Muttaraiyan inscription as that of the wife of "Sembian 
Irukkuvel'' 1 6 

A few other inscriptions which refer to the days of 
the later Irukkuvels make us understand how the 
Mutta.raiyans and the Irukkuvels passed respectively 
under the Pallava and Cola supremacy. An inscription 
of Da.ntivarman discovered at Tiruvellarai mentions one 
Marpidugu Ilangovel as a royal officer (c. 789 A. D.) and 
another inscription from the same place dated in the reign 
of Nandivarman III mentions a certain feudatory, 

15. 402 of 1906 

16. E.I. XIII, p. 138 . 
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Ma.rpidugu Ilangovelan Sattan (c. 830 A. D.V 1 These 
names indicate close Irukkuvel-Muttaraiyan connections 
(the view that both are branches of the Kalabhras has 
been noted) in the later period of their respective history. 
though while the IrukkU'IIel remained loyal to the Cola, 
the Muttaraiyar seem to have remained loyal to the 
J.>alla.va. 

17. 88 of 1901. 



CHAPTER VIII 

ADITYA VARMAN AND THE LATER
IRUKKUVELS 

I 

THE PERIOD OF TRANSffiON 

'!'he hi~tory of the Irukkuvels undergoes a transition 
in the period ·after Bhuti-Vikamakesari and certainly 
after that of his successor, Adityavarman. The evidence 
of the Sendalai record clearly speaks to this, when it 
refers to the Irukkuvel capital as belonging to ''unfriendly 
kings'', as has been a.lready. said.' The date of the 
inscription is placed by its editor in c. 750 A.D.~ Knowing, 
as we do, the n:1ture of the Irukkuvel-Muttaraiyan 
relations, i~ would be unreasonable to suppose that the 
inscription refers to the Irukkuvels as "unfriendly kings". 
The natural conclusion, therefore, follows that by about 
750 A.D. the Irukkuvels had given room to some other 
power in Koda.mbalur. The Muvarkovil record, on the 
other hand, gives, if not a direct, at least an indirect 
confirmation to this conclusion, since, according to our 
chronology of the record, the last ruler closes his reign by 
about 765 A.D. and Parantaka. by about 735 A.D. 

It is not, however, possible in the present state of our 
knowledge to identify the new rulers a.t Kodumbalur 

l. E,I.. XIII, p. 135 ff. 
2. Ibid. 

E-7 



98 THE IRUKI<.D--vELS OF KODU.MBALUR 
---- ~~--~---- -~ ------

much less to say anything about them. We have to 
travel from this period almost to the first half of the IX 
century, when evidences occur for the stationing of a new 
line of rulers at Kodumbalur, of which the first, 
Idangalainayanar, was sent down by the Cola Emperor 
Vijayalaya himself. This is confirmed on the one hand 
by the La.rger Sinhamanur plates, which while referring 
to this period, calls Kodumbalur as "the seat of one of 
the powerful Cola subordinates.;'~ and on the other by the 
poem of the saint Sundaramurti, who sings of ldangalai as 
a great Saiva devotee ruling at Irukkuvelur.·1 

The Irukkuvel history of the interim period is not 
clear, while the history of Kodumbalur is even more 
obscure during the period. One thing is, however, certain, 
namely the preponderance of Cola influence during the 
period over the politics of Kodumbalur. This influence 
that begins with Bhuti Vikramakesari and his marriage 
with the Cola princess, Karrali, gets deepened naturally in 
the reigns of his sons, Parantaka and Adityavarman., who 
were sons to him through the Cola marriage. It thus 
appears probable that the chieftaincy of the Irrukkuve!s 
got amalgamated with the Cola kingdom ·in the reign of 
Adityavarman, if not in the time of Parantaka hiwself. 
It is only under this circumstance, we will be able to 
explain both the reference in the Sendalai record to 
••unfriendly kings'' at Kodumbalur and the absolutely 
peaceful nature of the transition from the rule of tbc 
Irnkkuvels to that of Idangalainayanar at Kodumbalur. 

The rulers, Parantaka and Adityavarman, mentioned 
in the Muvarkovil inscription were not, in this supposition, 

3. S.I.I.,XII, iv, pp. 444 and 449. 
4. Tiruthondartlwkai--stanza, 35. 
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rulers in the litera.l sense of the term. The supremacy of 
the Colas must have been the key-note of their rule as that 
of their successors. if they bad any. If what is revealed by 
the history of a later period can be of any help here, it 
appears almost certain that the half century that divides 
Adityavarma.n and Idangalai must have been one of 
Irukkuvel settlement throughout the Cola empire, while 
the Colas gained an increasingly greater hold on the 
Kodumbalur chieftaincy. 

Thus with the opening of the IX century this transi
tion is well on its way. At about the samo time, when 
Idangulai is mentioned in :Kodumbalur, we are referred 
to a host of Irukkuvel officers and village dignitaries, like 
Pudi Para.ntakan, Parantakan Sriyavelar, Sembiyan 
Marayan, Virasola. Ilangovel, Virasola Ilango and others' 
throughout the Cola. country. 5 It is at about this time, 
that the Irukkuvel position as the rulers of Kodumba.lur 
completely changes, as is evident from an inscription in 
Chittur in the Pudukottah state (dated in the 7th year of 
Rajakesarivarman), which mentions the lrukkuvels and 
their capital as things of the pasV 

II 

THE IRUKKUVELS AS ROYAL OFFICERS 

Several royal officers and village headmen are men
tioned from this time onwards till about the XII or XIII 
century with the name, 'muvendavelan'. It is not easy to 

5. 357, 358 of 1903; 116 of 1896; S. I. I., III, iii, p. 230; 380 
Qf 1903; A. R. E., 1912-13, p. 20. 

6. P. II., No. 26. 
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find any clear explanation for this name, though appa
rently it seems to refer to service under the Cola king, 
who was at this time the conqueror of the whole of the 
Tamil country and thus had in himself the right to the 
three crowns (the crowns of the Pandya, Cera and Cola-} 
Some inscriptions accordingly entitle the Irukkuvel as 
'' Mummudicola Irukkuvel." 7 This fact strongly incline 
us to conclude that the person meant by the name, 
'muvendavelan' must refer only to the Irukkuvel. The 
suffix, 'velan', the first occurrence of the title when the 
Irukkuvels appear in high stations in Cola service and 
especially when all other Vel dynasties had disappeared, 
a.nd again the disappearance of the title with the end of 
the Irrukkuvel glory in the XIII century are all very 
suggestive and in favour of our conclusion. 

Further, the name 'muvendavelan' itself could have 
been easily adopted from the name, 'Irukkuvel'. This 
strictly northern name gets transformed into 'Irungovel' 
even after a few years of Tamil influence, as can be 
gathered from the Tiruvisalur inscription in the Pudu
kottah state.8 •Irungovel' latterly becomes 'Ilangovel' and 
'Ilango'.9 In some inscriptions the name 'Ilangovel' also 
stands as ~Ilangovelar'. 10 The prefix of the name under
goes such transformations, that at last only the suffix, 
'velar' stands material to the name. Thus the famous 
general from Kodumba.lur, who is mentioned in the war 
of Parantaka II with Pandyan Rajasimha,. is named in 

7. P. II., No. 26. 

8. P. II., No. 116 of 1896. 

9. 323 of 1903; P. II., Nos., 121, 131 and 161. 
10. S. l. I., III, ii., p. 134. 
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the Tiruvisalur inscription above referred to as Piran
taken Irungolar alias Sriyavelar. If •Irukkuvel' could be 
also called as •Sriyavelar', there is nothing strange or 
improbable in the same name getting changed as 'Muven. 
davelan'. 

In the light ~f this identification, various persons of 
great dignity and high position, whom we may describe 
as Irukkuvels, are men~ioned in the inscriptions of the 
period. Such are the officers, whom we may describe 
for the purpose of present understanding as Royal Secre• 
taries, District Revenue Officers, Generals in war, l,ouring 
Officers, Temple Managers and Village Hea.dmen. 11 

Further, several Muvendavelans appearing in inscriptions 
of the period with highly significant Cola names, like 
Colendrasinga, Neriyudaicola, Sundaracola etc. 1 ~ throw 
a flood of light oa the position of the Irukkuvels during 
this period. 

III 

THE NATURE OF IRUKKUVEL PUBLIC SERVICE 

The number and variety of the Irukkuvel officers 
appearing in inscriptions is something striking. From 
being the chiefs of the Government as the Chief Secretary 
Colendrasinga Muvendavelan1 ~ or the Royal Secretary 
Neriyudaicola Muvendavelan was14• the Irukknvels s.re 

II. A. R. E., 1918-19, p. 34; 1917-18, p. 30; 1912-13, p. 4.; 
1928-29, p. 20; S. I. I., III, i, No. 20; A. R. E., 1924--25, p. 42; p. 20. 

12, A. H. E., 1917-18, p. 30; 1918-19, p. 34; 1912-13, p. 320 

13. A. R. E., 1917-18, p. 30. 

14, A. R. E .. 1918-19, p. 34. 
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found as the pillars of Cola administration down to 
the local Government in villages in ve1sons like 
Kannan MaHan alias Udayamartanda Muvendavelan and 
Virasola Ilangovel, who are read in inscriptions as Head
men of villages in the days of Parantaka I and Kulottunga I 
respectively-15 One Kulottunga Muvendavelan is men
tioned as local administrator in the reign of Kulottunga I. 
He was perhaps a royal officer especially appointed 
for the settlement of some grievous village dispute.10 

We also come across in inscriptions names of several 
lru_kkuvel men as Revenue Officers, Taming Officers, 
Adhikaris, Temple Managers and local stationary 
officers. 17 

The necessities of the offices occupied by the Irukku
vels must have demanded rare administrative capacity in 
those who filled them and their succes&ful management 
and discharge of the responsibility reposed in them,is 
certainly an unmistakable mark of their ability. We have 
?nly to remind ourselves here of the implications of office 
~~the Governmental system of ancient India to have an 
1 ea of the Irukkuvel achievement in this new role . 

. ~n attempt can be made here to understand this 
position. The Government of the Colas was in final 
analysis the rule of the Ministers and the Royal Secretary 
~ the cent~e and of the Temple ~~nag~r and Village 
1 e~drna.n Ill every local unit of admtmstrat10n. ''Ancient 
-~dla set great store by aristrocracy." "Ancient India 

15. A. R. E., l!l12-13, p. 30. 

16. A. R. E., 1!)17-18, p. 104. 

17. A. R. E., 1918-19, p. 64; 1912-13, p. 40; 1928-2!), p. 26; 
1918-19, p. 50; 1912-13, p.16; 1924-25, p. 42. otc. 
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could never think of statecraft without the appointment 
of ministers." 18 These statements emphasise the supreme 
ioportance of the ministerial office in the rule of the king. 
There was no branch of royal administration, which did 
not come directly under the influence of the minister, 
who has been rightly described in the words ascribed to 
Lord Krishna himself, the first protector of the Irukku· 
vels, as "the king's own tongue and right hand." 19 No 
wonder, then, if Parantaka I is himself called by the 
Irukkuvel name, Vikramacola Ilangovelar in the Anbil 
copper plates of Parantaka. II;~o and Parantaka II him-
3elf goes by the name, Irungolakon (lit., king of the 
lt"Ukkuvels-)~ 1 in another inscription. 

Several inscriptions of the period give us a clear 
picture of the way in which the centre carried on itS 
administration. One inscription from Tirumalpuram 
referring to the difference between the village assembly 
and the Temple Management, records the king's decision 
in the matter under the signatures of a number of 
I:ukkuvel officers, like Kondikulavan Satt11n alias 
I'arakesari Muvendavelan of Peruthikudi, Solanmuvenda· 
'\elan of Sikkar, who is mentioned as the 'vaykelvi' or 
~rbitrator, and another Cola muvendavelan, described as 
1be Chief Secretary (Ola.inayakam). The first of the 
1ignatories. Kondikulavan Sattan, is mentioned as one 
'who looks after our affairs'' by the king.~~ Another ins-

- ------------ ----.- ---------------------
18. Vcnkateswaro., Indian Culture, Vol. II. See also I. H. Q. 

Vol. I., p. 642. 
1!). I.A., XIV, P· 6!). 
20. H. II. S.I., p. 41; 10 of 1895. 
21. 472 of 1908; S.I.I., III, iii, p. 376. 
22. S.I.I., III, iii, pp. 290-91. 
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cription of the reign of the king Konerimaikondon 
registering an order of the king for the re8tora.tion of some 
lands to the Rajesvara temple of Tanjorr. which bo.d been 
wrongly sold by private individuals, is mentioned as 
having been written by the Royal Minister, Rajendrasimha 
Muvendavela.n. 2: The judgment of the king dispossessing 
three traitors of their lands recorded in an inscription 
from Tanjore is signed by the Royal Secretary, 
N eriyuda.icola Muvendavelan. 

These examples will be enough to spea.k to the impor· 
tant and responsible nature of the Irnkkuvel service at the 
centre. Now, coming to local administration it must be 
remembered that in an·cient India the village occupied 
an important place in the administrative system, e\ery 
village being a little self-contained kingdom. Interfe.:.,_ 
ence from the central government was few and far 
between, and when it.did come it came with chv.rm and 
Was accepted with grace. 

Thus even membership in the Village assembly wr.s 
then a post, respected and responsible. Any one intend· 
ing to become a member of that assembly was to have, 
besides an express tenancy qualification, an excellent 
character, and a knowledge of the mantras and the sacred 
rules. 25 'rhe assembly being besides the king's executivo 
and judicial authority in the village was also the repositor;y 
of the public gifts of money and things for worship in 
the temple, 26 the house for regulating the prices ot: 

--------------------.. 
23. S.I.I. II, p. llO. 

24. A.R.E., 1918-19, p. 42. 

25. Havel, Aryan Rule, p. 22D; Venkatesvara, op. cit.loc., cit. 

26. S.I.I., ill, u, pp., 2, 157-58. 
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commoditiel!l, 27 and exacting reas'Jnable forced labour 
from the villagers for their common good29 and the 
General Revenue and Survey office for the village. 29 

The temple was by itself an independent institution, 
which, managed its own affairs with an assembly and a. 
headman. It lent money to the Assembly itself in cases of 
necessity.~0 The temple preferred its complaints in cases 
of dispute to the Roya.l Officer, who would then issue his 
order in settlement of the dispute.~' 

The Village Assembly and the Temple Management 
were thus the two great administrative institutions in the 
local units ; and justice in the village was balanced 
between these two organs of Government. As the head 
of the Village .~ssembly, the Headman was· to be a 
paragon of justice "noble, good, learned, truthful, honest, 
impartial, and unavR.ricions'', as the Tolkappiyam laid 
down for men of the earlier generation. "2 He was 
responsible. not merely for justice but also for the king's 
revenue, for the prot<:ction of the village and for the 
survey and claEsification of lands, for which he main
tained registers and an office.~" He could dispose of the 
'manjukam' (the porombolce) of the vill2.ge according to 
his own discretion with the consent of the Assembly." 

27. S. I. I; III, ii, p. 11. 
28. Ibid, p. 20. 
29. A.R.E., 1913-14, p. 89; l!HS-1!), p. 15; S.I.I., III, iii, 

pp. 32H-29. 
30. 397 of 1913; A.R.E., 1920-21, p. 35. 
31. A.R.E., 1924-25, p. 42. 
32. Tolkappiyam, sutra, 76. 
33. A.R.E., 1913-14, p. 89; 1918-19, p. 15. 
34o. S.I.I., III, iii, pp. 328-29. 
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The Temple Manager was, on the other hand, in charge of 
the revenues of ths temple and had to care for the proper 
conduct o£ worship. His was an onerous task in watch
ing and checking the misdeeds of the Village assembly 
and the Headman by reference to the Royal Officer. 

IV 
THE IRUKKUVELS AS GENERALS 

It must be clear from the. foregoing section what a 
beneficial and at the same time responsible service the 
later Irukkuvels rendered to the country as public 
servants. We shall try in this section to set forth the 
lrukkuvel service as Generals in the army of the Colas. 

The inscriptions of the period mention names of 
three Generals belonging to the Irukkuvel family in the 
service of the Cola. One is Pirantakan Irungolar alias 
Sriyavelar, who is definitely mentioned in the Tiruvisalur 
inscription as a Kodumbalur chief;"" the other is Madman
taka llango, who is mentioned in the service of Rajarajai 
in an inscription from Kudumiamalai in the Pudukottah 
State ;= 6 and the third is Muvendavelan, who is described 
as a famous general of Virarajendra in one of his inscrip
tions describing the battle of Kudalsangamam. :; 

The paucity of Irukkuvel records that have come 
down to us limits us to a knowledge of only these three, 
though there is every reason to assume that many more of 
like calibre from the Vel family could have served the 
Cola. monarch in his numerous and victorious campaigns. 

35. P. II., lG. of lSOG. 
36. Ibid., 121, 131, 1iJI. 
37. S.l.I., III, i, No. 20. 
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Still, the services to which inscriptions give pointed 
reference with regard to even these three men furnish 
more than enough evidence of the stuff of which the 
It:ukkuvels were made. Further, in estim!3.ting the 
contribution of the Irukku~els to the madial glory of 
the Colas, it must be remembered that in ancient Cola. days 
it was not uncommon for the royal minister himself to 
follow the king to the battle-field and engage in active 
warfare. 

From all these points of view, the achievemnet of 
of the Irukkuvels in the building up of the Cola empire 
appears more weighty than mere records mentioning 
names of their generals would indicate. This can be 
better explained by a reference to the peculiar compli
cations of the Cola foreign policy and the tremendous 
responsibility it entailed on the Minister, the General 
and the other royal offieers. 

At the time when the Colas began their imperial 
foreign policy they had to contend with the rising 
Rashtrakutas and the Chalukyas in the north of the 
Peninsula and with the Pandyas in the south, besides 
smal1er dynasties Jike the Banas and the Gangas. 

The last, however, were only a small obstacle to the 
Cola aggression, since as a dynasty closely allied to the 
Pailavas and conquered by them they could be of little 
hindrance to the Colas, who had brought the Pallavas 
under their suzerainty. But it was a different question 
with the Banas. They had to be conquered by force 
of arms, which the Cola king Parantaka I did in 915 A.D. 
He then conferred their territory, we are told, on the 
Ganga king· Prithvipathi !I...:-certainly an act of first ratb 
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diplomacy, especially in the days, when the Colas had to 
fight on a wide front. Curiously enough, we find the 
Irnkknvels establishing close relations with the Gangas 
at about this time. Though we are not certain as to the 
exact nature of these relations, we find Prithvipathi II 
calling himself by the na~e, "Viracola Ilangovelar'' 
and his son by the name, ••Sembiyan Tamilavel"~R, very 
significant names indeed enlightening the whole nature 
of the Cola-Ganga-Irukkuvel alliance, during this 
period. 

The Ganga-Irukkuvel allig,nce is to be traced back 
to the early days of the latter's colonisation of the 
peninsula. This is to some extent confirmed by the 
Nadagam plates of the Ganga Vajrashtra, which mentionE 
a grant of twelve villages made by the prince to the 
temple and the whole group of them is styled in the 
inscription as "Velpura Vishya". Now, if we remembe1 

that the southern route of the Velir migrations Ia:; 
through the Ganga country and through Velpuran: 
(Velarpuram) this conclusion is ·further strengthened. !1 
will, therefor~, 'be only reasonable to say that the help oJ 
the Irukkuvel to the Cola in his;overcoming the oppositior 
of the Bana, and tile Ganga must• have been very conside 
rable indeed. 

The Pandya opposition in the south flamed up ii 
three Cola·Pandya wars beginning in the reign o 
Parantaka I. The first campaign was launched b~ 
Pandyan Rajasimha in the year 910 A. D. But it came t~ 
nothing on account of the strength of the Colas, that wa 
perhaps backed by that of the Ceras also. In the reig1 

-of Pa.rantaka II, however, the Pandyan enemy gathere1 
38. S.I.I., Ill, iii, p. 221. 
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strength enough forra second attack. It is possible that he 
was now supported by the Ceylonese army, as he was in 
fn,ct in tho first campaign. One of the inscriptions of 
Parantaka Ir from Tirukalittattai appears to contain a 
reference to this Ceylonese invasion of the Cola. kingdom 
in a passage which begins with 'ila.' (referring perhaps to 
'Ilam' or Ceylon) but unfortunately gets damaged there
after.:9 The 1\fahavamsn., on the other hand, has a clear 
reference to a war between the Ceylonese king Udaya III 
and Parantaka and the reason attributed to the war is 
the attempt of the Cola king to take possession of the 
Pandyan regalia from the court of Udaya.' 0 At the same 
time a Pandyan inscription conveys the information that 
the Pandyan king Rajasimha was staying in the court of 
Udaya, which he had to quit in haste on account of civil 
war in the island, even leaving his crown and robes. 
behind. u These lines of evidence portray a situation of 
great moment in South Indian history, at which a 
desperate Pandyan king backed by the forces of U daya 
stands determined to try his fortune with ,the Cola. It 
was in this event that the Irukkuvel general Sriyavelar 
proved his worth to his sovereign master, and helped to 
drive the Pandya, as the Kanyakumari inscription of 
Virarajendra graphical1y informs us, "to seek refuge in 
the forests".u An inscription of the time of Parantaka 
himself tells us that Sriyavelar •'died in the battle-field in 
Ceylon in the 9th year of Sundaracola's (Parantaka II). 
reign".{: Was then the war carried into Ceylon? Though 

39. S. I. I., II, p. 387. 
40. J.l1ahavamsa (Wijesinha), p. 84. 
41. S. I •. I., II, p. 387, also F. N. 6. 
42. Kanyakumari Ins., verse, 63; 302 of 1908. 
43. 116 of 1896; H. I. S. I., p. 48. 
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it may not be easy to answer this question definitely, aU 
available sources of information point in the direction of 
the Cola forces having pursued the Ceylonese enerny into 
his very kingdom. If some day this should be verified, the 
part played by Sriyavelar in this war must ever be 
remembered as epoch-making. The trouble of the 
Pandya. in alliance with the Ceylonese rnler again 
appeared, however, for a third time in 1018 A. D., during 
the time of Rajendra, when success crowned the Cola 
attempt to subdue both the Pandya and the Ceylonese 
kings, whence Rajendra entitled himself as the "Mudi
konda'' (lit., 'the ~rowntaker)'.u 

Towarda the close of the first millenium after Christ, 
Rajaraja invaded the very heart of the Chalukya 
country, Rattappadi Seven and half lakh, and defeated its 
chief, the Chalukya Satyasraya. Rajaraja's son and 
successor, Rajendra, conquered with his great warlike 
army eastern and southern Mysore and extended his 
kingdom to the frontier of Banavase on theN. W. Thus 
it happened that the reign of Rajadhiraja became a period 
of great war between the Chalukyas and the Colas in 
which the Cola king himself got defeated and killed. The 
b~ttle ~f Kudal Sangamam fought in the 5th year of 
VnaraJendra is the great battle in which this defeat 
is set right by the decisive victory gained by the Cola 
king Virarajendra over the Cbalukyan king Bomesvara.. 
The victory in fact was so decisive, that Virarajendra. 
marched straight to Vengt, conquered the kingdom and 
bestowed it on Vijayaditya, thus settling the succession 
dispute that arose consequent on the death of the:. 

44, So.thino.tha Iyer, op., cit., p. 435, 437. 
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Eastern Chalukyan king, .Rajaraja. The victory gave such 
a violent change to the fortunes of the Western Chalukyas, 
that their king drowned himself in the Tungabadra. 

The events leading to the battle of Kudal·sangarnam 
and even more its consequences for either side made it 
one of the severest of battles in the annals of the 
combatants. Inscriptions naturally mention names of 
several royal princes of the Cola house as h.wing been 
engaged in the fight at Kudal-Saugamam. ' 5 It was in 
this battle that Muvenda.velar played his decisive part. 
An inscription of Virarajendra himself records in a very 
descriptive style the prominent part played by this 
General in this engagement: 

"The enemy full of hatred, met and fought against 
him (the Cola) a th,rd time'' so the inscriptions runs, 
•'hoping that his (former) defeats would be revenged. The 
king defeated countless ~sarna.nta.s, ·together with these 
(two) sons of Ahava.malla, who were called Vikkalan and 
Singannan at Kudal Sangamam on the turbid river". 

After describing the various kings and allied princes 
who composed the Cola army, which resembled ''the 
northern ocean", the inscription proceeds to describe the 
achievement of Muvenda.vela.r: 

"While Kesavadal!da.nayaka, Ketarasan, Maraya.n of 
great strength, the strong Pottaraiyan (and) Ira.chchayan 
were fighting, he (Virara.jendra.) started saying, "Follow, 
Muvendi, (who wears) a garland of gold and cut to 
pieces many samantas who were deprived of we!Lpons of 
war. Then Muduvanan who WILs in command fled; 
Vikkalan fled with dishevelled hair; Singannan fled, his 

45. S. I. I., III, ii, p. 191; E. I., VI, pp. 20-24. 
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pride and courage forsaking (him). Annalan and all 
others descended from the male elephants on which they 
were fighting in the battle and fled. Ahavamalla too, to 
whom they were allied, fled before them".'G. 

The Cola king is then described as l?Utting on the 
garland of victory and the crown amidst general 
applause.•• 

v 
THE IRUKKUVELS AND COLA FOREIGN POLICY 

Some attempt has been made to set forth the 
Irukkuvel achievements us Cola genemls in the foregoing 
section. With a view to create the proper perspective 
from which this could be understood, certain 
relevant events in Cola foreign. policy were also 
mentioned. In this section, it will be my attempt to 
show how the Irukkuvel actually helped in shaping anc:l.. 
guiding that foreign policy. 

Inscriptions dealing with the later Irukkuvela 
mention names of at leas~ two chieftains, the chief of 
Vadalanjeri, Sattan Ulagan alias Sembiyan Muvenda. ... 
velan,u and the chieftain Srira.ngamudaiyan Koyilmayila.\_ 
alias Parantaka Muvendavelan,' 9 who wust have belongeq 
to the Irukkuvel race. Possibly, a few more chieftains ot 
this description held sway in the different parts of th~ 
country. These would appear to have smoothened th~ 
the path of the Colas in their attempt at empire-building. 

46. S. I. I., III, i, No. 20. 
47. Ibid. 
48. A. R. E., 1912-13, p. 25. 
49. S. I. I., III, iii, pp. 376-77. 
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In the present state of our information it is just 
possible to throw some light on this subject. The name 
•Irukkapala,' appears in the geneology of, Uccangi Pandyas 
as the name of the son of Teja.ra.ja.:.o Rao Bahadur 
Krishna Sa.stri identifies him with a cheftain ruling from 
Kodumbalur itself.:. 1 Though such a conclusion appears 
to be incorrect in the light of our previous discussion, it 
cannot be gainsaid that Irukkuvels must have had close 
connections with this Irukka.pala. During the period of 
the Cola imperialism. the Uccangi Pandy!ts were increa. 
sing in power in the province of Nolambavadi~2 and 
showing every sign of allying themselves with the 
Chalukyas of Kalyani. 53 A Hoysala incription from 
Arisikare describing Teja's power has the following 
passage: "There were no kings who did not flee, no 
people who did not supplicate him, none who did not 
retreat when he attacked'',H It is just possible that to 
secure the alliance of such a powerful ruler the Colas 
gave one of their princesses in marriage to him. This 
surmise is to a large extent verified by an incription, 
which calls him, "member of the Cola family'' / 5 and 
another inscription which goes to the extent of stating 
that Irukkapala and his ancestors '•descended in an 
unbroken line from the Cola emperors"56 and by the 
information which the same inscription gives with 
regard to Irukkapala's daughter, Mahadevi, that she 

50. Q. ;J. :M:. S., II, p. 115. 
51. Ibid. 
52. Fleet, Canarese Dynasties, p. 319. 
53. Rice, Mysore, p. 8. 
54. E. C., Vol. V, AK., 102a. 
55. H. I. S. I., pp. 91-92. 
56. E. C., Vol., V, AK., 102a. 
E-8 
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''belonged to the Cola family".''' Now, the name Irukka
pala. itself is not without significance, in that it seems to 
indicate the Irukkuvel connection in this Cola alliance 
with Teja and his son. It is to be noted that this 
Irnkkapala succeeding his uncle Chediraja takes military 
serTice under the Colas very much like the Irukknvels 
themselves. 

The history of the period reveals another example of 
such liaison work, if we may call it so, done by the 
Irukkuvel on behalf of the Cola. In the time of Pala
manda Pandya the Uccangi province of Nolambavadi 
was divided between the Cola and the Chalnkya; but the 
sympathies of Palamanda were decidedly on the side of 
Vikramaditya I. H It was therefore difficult for the Colas 
to gain a foot-hold in Nolambavadi. Now, an inscription 
from Arisikare mentions the son of this Palama.nda as 
Tribhuvanamalla but with a second name •Irukkuvela', 51 

(~ertainly indicating Irrukkuvel connections. The subse~ 
quent history of this chieftain, however, shows definite 
anti-Cola tendencies, as, for example, in his alliance with 
Vikra.maditya, who finally effected the disappearance of 
the Cola from Nolambavadi. But far from arguing 
contrary to our conclusion, this only seems to favour it. 
It is possible to suppose that Tribhuvanamalla. proved 
himself too clever to the intended alliance with the Colas 
and actu.ally played his cards better by supporting the 
Chalukya. An inscription of the time of Vikrama'ditya 
tells us that he had to pay a high price for the 

57. Ibid. 

58. E. C., Vol., XI, DG., 139. 

59. Id., Vol., V, AK., 102b. 
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support of Tribhuvanamalla, whom he had to make the 
Viceroy of Santalige·Thousand, Banavase and Nolamba.. 
vadi, conferring on him unique titles, not excluding the 
title of 'Mahamaudaleswara', in return for his belp.u 
The same inscription charecteristically concludes by des
cribing this hard-won alliance of the Uccangi Pandya as 
~<the defeat of the designs of Rajigacola,"G• 

Yet another instance of the Irukknvel role in Cola 
foreign policy is to be found in the history of the Nidugal 
chieftains, whose greatest chief is called in many inscrip• 
tions scattered throughout Anantapur district by the 
name •Irungola'G~ That this Irungola must have bad 
close Irnkkuvel connections is strongly suggested not 
only by the name he bears but also by the long and 
traditional friendship with the Colas to which the history 
of the Nidugals bears testimony. An inscription 
from Mysore styles Irungola as Mahamandaleswara 
Irungol-Cola-Maharajah.''G: "He is said_ to have effected 
an alliance with Racamalla. the Sinda of Kurugodu," 
whose son again is named Irungola. Gs It would thus 
appear that the Irukkuvel race had helped the Colas to a. 
very large extent in the successful prosecution of their 
foreign policy. 

60. E. C., Vol. xi, DG. 139. 
61. Ibid. 
u•) 92 of l!H3; H. I. S. I., p. 103; E. C., Vol. XI, ii, 20 etc. 
G3. E. C., Vol., XI, 11, 20. 
64. H. I. S. I., p. 103. 
65. E. I., XIV. p. 265. 



CHAPTER IX 

THE END OF THE IRUKKUVELS 

I 

PROMINENT CAUSES 

The Irukkuvels remained strong till about the close 
of the XII century, when they began to decline. This was 
in fact co-eval with the decay of the Cola power itself. 
The Cola master proved himself a kind and all-providing 
protector of the Irukkuvel race and that proved fatal to it., 
once the Cola. power began to decline. To add to 
this, a new class of ministers and generals began to grow 
and find favour with the Colas. They were the Pallava
ra.yars, of whose history many records have been left in. 
Pudukottah State itself. 

II 

THE RISE OF THE PANDYAS AND THE DECLINE 
OF THE COLAS 

The Pa.ndya.n War of Succession of 1170 between the. 
rival claimants to the throne, Kula.sekhara and Parakrama. 
brought in the interference of the Singhalese General, 
La.nka.pure. Da.ndana:l:.ha., whom "Pa.rakra.ma requestea. to 
help him in the war.2 But before the General could land 
in RJ.~omnad, Kulasekhara had murdered his rival ancl 

. La.nka.pura. commenced a ferocious ma.rch from Ramnac 
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towards the Ghats with the intention of meeting one Vira. 
Pandya, who was reported to be hiding here a-s the sole 
survivor of Parakrama.'s family. 

The march was made via Periakulam in the Madura 
district to Nettur and Ma.nama.dura. On reaching Tiru. 
vengampa.ttu, he entered into a fight with Malave. Cakra
varti. who refused to submit to him and marched on to 
Sembonmari on the borders of the Pudukotta.h State. 
La.nkapura. carried this· city by storm in less than ha.lf a. 
day. This event in the victorious march of the General 
affected the interests of the Cola empire, now that the 
campaign bad been launched directly on the state of 
Pudukottah. The storming of Sembonmari had created 
for him quite a repute in the territory around this place. 
and he was honoured by the Vessas and the Yavanas of the 
locality, who brought presents to him. He also inter
fered in a dispute between Malava. Cakravarti and a. 
Tamil chieftain and settled it by compromise. At this 
juncture, Lanka.pura wa.s joined by another valorous 
General from Ceylon, Ja.gad Vija.ya by name and 
Kulasekha.ra was routed and put to headlong flight by 
their combined effort. This decisive battle was foughi 
at Rajina. From here the generals marched upon 
Madura, set up Vira Pandya on the throne and pursued 
Kulasekhara to Tirupattur and Ponama.ra.vati in the 
Pudukottah State, where they set ablaze a three·storeyed 
building and many houses and barns full of pa.ddy.3 

1. For details see infra. 

2. Sastri, Pandyan Kingdom, pp. 129-33. 

3. For a good treatment of the whole war see the first pages of 
Dr. S. K. Iyengar's South India and her Muhammadan Invaders, 
from which the above information also has been gathered. 
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The ravages of the Ceylonese army must have spread 
far into the Cola kingdom, if the strength of its forces, 
increased in valour by its continuous victories, is taken 
into account. The Chronicle, Mahavamsa, dealing with 
this campaign, makes us understand that Lanka.pura had 
created such a consternation among the inhabitants of 
the country, that he had to announce by beat of drum 
that he had come, far from molesting, to protect them.' 

These circumstances necessitated the Cola entry into 
the war, ostensibly to counteract the Ceylonese help 
iha.t attended on Vira Pandya, but actually in utter self 
defence, since Lankapura was bidding fa.ir to displace 
the Cola. in his own kingdom. An inscription from the 
Pudukotta.h State,~ dated in the reign of Rajadhiraja 
IT, who wa.s the reigning monarch on the Cola throne at 
this time, informs ns that he sent out help to Kulasekha.ra 
under the command of a. Palla.varayar. The war had 
in the meantime placed itself definitely within the 
boundary of the Pudukottah State, Kula.sekhara. having 
been chased from Kilanilai to the two ports of Vadamana. 
mekkudi and Mana.mekkudi at the mouth of the Vellar· 
Lanka.pura. is said to have set them and Manjakud i 
adjacent to them on fire. Thus the Cola country was 
burnt to a distance of seven leagues from the river. He 
then marched upon Velangudi and thence to Ponamara
va.ti, where a. second severe battle was fought between 
him a.nd Kulasekha.ra, ending in the latter's defeat.6 

4. Mahavamsa, Vol II, (Colombo, 1909), p. 202. 

5. A.R.E., 1899-1900, p. 27. soe also 20 of 1899; 465 of 
1905. 

6. See Dr. S.K. Aiyengo.r, op., cit., loc., cit. 
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The history of this wonderful march of the Ceylonese 
General, Lankapura, depicts four cardinal trends in the 
politics of South India during the period under discussion : 

(a) That the great Cola power was no longer in a 
position to defend itself and that it was on itl3 last 
legs; 

(b) That the Pandya was rising to his erstwhile 
power and glory; 

(c) ·That the Irukkuvels were fading a.wa.y from 
power and influence ;7 

and (d) That a new line of chieftains by the name 
'Pallavaraya.r' were taking the place of the 
Irukkuvels in the Cola service. 

III 

THE RISE OF THE PALLA. V ARAYARS AND THE FALL OF THE 
IRUKKUVEL POWER. 

Though Kulasekhara was defeated at the hands of 
Lankapura, the General Pallavarayar is said to have 
redeemed the Cola. country from the hands of the 
conqueror. Two Cola inscriptions from Arpakkam and 
Tiruva.la.nga.du respectively make us understand that the 
General Pallavara.yar was successful in several places 
against Lankapura. s 

7. It is significant. that in a war launched in the basin of the 
Vellar, the name of no Irukkuvol general or chieftain is mentioned 
as fighting the enemy. On tho other hand, an inscription from the 
very state of Pudukottah, as has been pointed out, informs us that 
tho Cola sent a Po.llavarayar to fight. the Ceylonese army. 

8. 20 of 1899 ; 465 of 1905. 
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Thus the achievement of the Cola General spelt in all 
probability the rise in power of the family of the 1 

Pallavarayars, to the displacement of the Irnkkuvel 
family. The Pallavara.ya. victories against the Ceylonese 
General gave the new Cola General such prestige, that 
the Cola king is said to have given him his daughter in 
marriage and set him up in rule over the territories con
quered by him from the Singhalese forces. 9 Thus did 
the Cola king himself recognise the importance of the 
service rendered to the country by the General Pa,llavu
raya.r. From this time onwards inscriptions indeed 
mention many Pallavarayars in high stations in Cola I 
service. 10 ) 

The Irukkuvels, on the other hand, appear to hn.ve be
come feeble at this time, as can be well understood from 
ihe comparative silence of the records of this period about 
their activity. It is also clear from the fact that the 
Pallavarayars establish their rule in the basin of the Vellar 
river itself without any opposition or difficulty. An ins
cription from Kodurobalur, the quondam capital of the 
Irukkuvels, mentions a Pallavatharaian ~Pallavarayan) 
with Sri Kulottunga. 11 Beyond doubt the General 
who led the C!Lmpaign against Lankapura inaugurated a 
powerful rule in the state of Pudukottah, flushed as he 
was with his hard won victories. A palm leaf manuscript 
of the Tamil poem, Seventhaluntha Pallavarayar Ula, 
by the poet called Padikasu Pa.ndaram mentions na.mes 

9 Sastri, Pandyan lo:ingdom, pp. 132-33; seo also A.R.E. 
1924, pt., ii; S.K. Aiyengar, South India and her lvluhammadan 
Invaders, pp. 9-10; Radhakrishna Iyer, Pud. I·Iist., Appendix, B, 
pp. v to ix. 

10. See A.R.E., 1918-19, p. 64. 
11. P. II., 233. 
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of 11 Pallavaraya rulers as having governed the state, 
beginning with Periyudaiyan Pallavarayar and ending 
with Seventhaluntha, the hero of the poem~~ The 
Seventhaulntha Pallavarayan Pillaitharnil, on the other 
hand, mentions 11 naii.rts or divisions as composing his 
kingdom1 ~ like Alangudinadu. Amaravatinadu, Ka.du
venkudinadu, Senkathunadu, Thiraperiyurnadu, Valla
valanadu, lHeyyamalainadu, etc., ending with Konadu, 
thus comprising the whole of the state of Pudukottah. 
Mr. Radhakrishna,Iyer, the author of the General History 
of the State, refers to a petition presented by one 
Kannanur Servaikar to the Pallavaraya ruler. in which 
the annual income of the Pallavaraya kingdom is compu
ted at 30,000 pon. 1 ~ The author of the above mentioned 
Pillaitamil, on the other hand, refers to the power and 
influence of these new rulers ill language that calls 
for wondP-r from the reader and says that even men in 
far-off V a.nga. Anga, Coorg or Canara liked to name their 
children after the Palla.varaya. 1 '' 

There can be no doubt that this was the period of the 
Irukkuvel decline. In fact. we note in the records of the 
period a clear and steady decline in the numbers of the 
Irukkuvel officers under Cola service and a corres
pondingly steady increase in the number of the 
Pallavaraya officers roughly from the reign of Kulottanga 
III· An inscription from the Varadarajaperumal 
temple at Tirubhuvani (dated in the 6th year of 
Rajendra III) for instance registers "the order of 

12. Radhull:rishna Iyer, P.udukottai Hi~t;ry, AJ;p:-R--. 
13. Rudhakrishna Iyor, op., cit .. , Appendix, B. 
14. Ibid. 
15. Ibid. 
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the Pallava Pa.llavarayar, the Royal Secretary, 
made at the request of Vanadhirajar, the Senapathi, that 
nobody except the residentiary Vellala.s of Vakkur should 
levy or pay any kind of dues within the village; any other 
Vellala doing this will be considered a transgressor of the 
law."" On a careful scrutiny of the Cola inscriptions 
dated from the time of Kulottunga onwards I find that 
only two Irukkuvel officers are mentioned by name, the 
royal Minister, Rajanaray:Lna Mavendavelan and the 
Royal Secretary, Minavan Muvendavelan in an inscription 
from Chida.mbaram' 7 and not even one Irukkuvel chief
ia.in gets mentioned after this do.te, even in the inscrip
tion of Kulottunga, which purports to name all the chief
tains under hiro.' 8 

To add to the new situation created by the rise of 
the Pallava.rayars, the supremacy of the Pandyas and the 
decay of the Colas was f9.st becoming an established fact 
at about the same time. As early as 1231, the Pandyan 
Mara.varman Sundara invaded the Cola country from the 
Pudukottah state and this was just the beginning of a. 
series of invasions to come. It is curious that the state 
of Pudukottah must have been chosen as the Pandya:o. 
base of attack. The List of Pudukottah Inscriptions 
records many inscriptions of this Maravarman," which. 
leaves no doubt in our mind that the Pandyan ruler had 
made it his stronghold and in course of time as a result ot 
successive invasions the state became an open gatewa~ 
for the Pandyan attack of the Cola. 

-----· 
16. A.R.E. l!H8-l!l, p. 64. 
17. S.I.I., III, ii, pp. 211-12. 
18. Ibid, pp. 207-08, 
19. P. II., Nos., 282, 320 etc. 
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The passing away of Cola imperialism and the rise 
of Pandyan hegemony became a fait accompli with the 
commencement of the reign of Ma.ravarman Kulasekhara 
in the last quarter of the XIII century, from when many 
inscriptions in the Pudukotta.h state begin to be dated 
in the reign of Pandyan monarchs. This may also be 
taken as the probable date of the final disappearance oJ 
the Irukkuvels from history for n.ll intents and purposes. 
An inscription of the 42nd year of Maravarman Kula
sekhara from the Muccukundesva.ra temple at Kodumba.lur 
transfers the Ilupa.ikudi fields originally endowed to the 
temple to one Tenai Tirunelveli Udaiyan on condition of 
improving them and paying varam to the temple.~0 

Possibly no member of any consequence belonging to the 
Irukkuvel race was then in Kodumbalur or anywhere in 
its vicinity. That it was so is borne out by another 
inscription of about the same time, recording the decision 
of the trustees of the Kodumbalur temple in the matter of 
an offence committed by the trustees of the Mangiliya
nallur temple, in which no Irukkuvel name appears. 111 In 
fact evidences at our disposal point to a steady decline of 
their fortunes from this period onwards. Thus an inscri
ption from the Pndukottah -state informs us of the 
pathetic fact that one Virasola Muvendavelan sold his 
land to the temple for 40 panams unable to pay the 
assessment due on thern.21 :Many are the incdptions, 
which refer to such a sad state of affairs. of tenants 
absconding without paying the assessment due on them, 
lands being sold to pay the assessment etc. 

20. P. II., 545, 
21. Id., 601. 
22. Id, 415. 
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IV 

INTERNAL TROUBLES AND THE ARR1V AL OF FOREIGN 
ELEMENTS 

The wars that marked the transition from the Cola to 
the Pa.ndya rule naturaJly brought a feeliug of insecurity 
-a.mong the people, to which the abscondence referred to 
above a.lso bears testimony. With the passing away of 
the Cola. and the coming in of the Pandya, there was a. 
landslide in Sonth Indian politics. The dn,y of the Cola, 
feudatory had set and that of the Pandyan ally had 
begun. The V eli alas, in particular, had lost their commott 
bond of union and begun to fight with one anothe:t. 
These internal dissensions gave room for the entry of a. 
third party, which after set.tling the little quarrel among 
them, entrenched itself upon them. Such is, in short, the 
story of the last chapter of the Irukkuvel life and glor:?" 
portrayed in this work. 

So far as the V ell alas of the Pndukottah state we:re 
concerned, Mr. Radhakrishna Iyer of the General 
History of the State mentions an instance, in which a. 
quarrel having arisen between the Vellalas of Ko-nadtt 
and Kanadu, each group summ:med the help of 300 an(l 
500 families of the Maravar tribe respectively, who made 
capital out of the invitation by plundering the conntr~ 

. extensively and settling themselves finally in places lik~ 
Mangndi, Marntantalai and Pnduvayat.~= This was sootl 

-followed by numerous and more extensive Marava,~ 
settlements in the state, of which the moat important 
was that of a Idarava Chief, Netiraja Pa.ndyan, whC) 

23. Radhakrislma Iyer, Pudukottai History, p. 63. 
24. Ibid. 
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established his rule in Ponamaravati.2 ' Surrounding it 
by a fort he called it "Maravar Madurai";25 and made 
the Pandyan influence bear upon the state. The Maravar 
were valiant men and the people were willing to sell 
them or even make grants of lands a.nd sometimes whole 
villages in return for protection in those unsettled times
Numerous inscriptions of the period do record such 
happenings.' 6 Thus the people of Idalyarur, Karaiyur 
and four other villages round about Maravar Maduro.i 
granted of their own accord lands to 200 families of 
Maravars and settled them in Alangudi and Mukknl
pattanam.n On the other hand, there were villagers who 
were willing to sell their lands to defray the payment of 
taxes to Government, and the Maravars being able to buy 
them became inordinately powerfuP8 

The increasing settlement of the Maravars \\as 
followed by the incursion of the tribe of the Kallar, who 
soon filled the State to such an extent that to this day the 
ruler of the State traces his origin to this tribe. Now, 
severo.l copper plate records from the state of Pudukottah 
itself inform us that consequent on internal quarrel& 
among the Karala Vellalas the Kallar were called in and 
settled here.29 

Nothing was needed to complete the end of the· 
Irukkuvel glOI'y, when the Muhammadan invasion under 
Malik Ka.fur delivered it the last blow. His South 
Indian invasion dated about 1310 A, D .• in which he is. 

25. Ibid. 
26. See, for example, P. II, Nos., 606, 615, 741 etc. 
27. P. II., No., 741. 
28. Ro.dhokrishna. lyer, Pud. HiBt., p. 65. 
29. Pudukott-a.h Sto.te Mo.nuo.l, p. 18 . 

• 
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said to have gone down as far as Ramesvamrn must have 
given a rude shock to all esta.blished government and 
chieftaincies, throughout the Peninsula. The Muhamma
dan invader is said to have marched on Madura from 
Kanna.nur near Srirangam,~" mostly through Kodumbalur 
and Ponamaravati, which lay on what was then the 
reost beaten path to Madura from Trichinopoly.~• An 
inscription from the Bhumisvara temple at Rangiam. 
Tirumayyam Taluk, mentions the rule of a Muhammadan 
named Adi Suratta(n) within the territory of Kodumba
Iur · about the year 1331 A. D. which is given in tha 
inscription in the Hegira era.~~ The same inscription. 
purports to register a grant of padikaval rights made b~ 
the residents of Adanur in Kananadu to those of Rasinga. .. 
mangalam in Ponamaravatinadu ••for giving them. 
protection during the Muhammadan invasion''. Another 
jnscription from Adanur informs us that "the invasions of 
the Muhammadans made life insecure'•.~~ The inhabi
tants of the place are, therefore, said to have transferred. 
the padicaval rights to a Pal1avarayan called Vijayalaya .. 
. devan=i. 

The Irukkuve1 name dies away from now. 

-----------... 
30. S. K. Iyengar, South India and her 1liuhammada1L invacl, 

ers, pp. 104-107. 
31. Ibid. 
32. P. II., p, 103; :\Iuhammadan Coins havo also boon dug u~ 

in Koclumbalur itself. 
33. Radhakrishna Iyor, Pud. Hist., pp. 79-80. 
34. Ibid. 

• 



CHAPTER X# 

IRUKKUVEL INFLUENCES 

I 

ON SOCIETY AND ADMINISTRATION 

The chief feature of the social condition of the 
Irukkuvel days was the great development of the 
caste system, combined with highly developed forms of 
occupa.tional guilds, though the general condition of the 
village was still that of one corporate unit. In the words 
of a writer describing the social organisation of the 
period, "the village, for that matter, the whole 
kingdom, was a. corporate unit".' The period of the VII 
century in ancient Indian history is a period of social 
ferment, charcterised by the conjoint existence of 
opposing elements of social freedom and social bondage, 
the former expressed in the multifarious games and 
amusements, which helped the free concourse and mixing 
of people of different castes and the latter expressed in the 
tightening bonds of the growing caste system and develop
ed forms of occupational guilds. It was the period also 
when caste system expressed itself as the best type of 
social organisation, shorn of all its present communal 
barriers, that were only beginning to show themselves. 

The century, then, was one of sacial transition. 
From a religious standpoint it was even more so, being 

1. Vonkateswara, Indian Culture, Vol., I, p. 234. 
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the period of the flowe.ring of the bhakti cult and the 
temple architecture and the growth :.tnd spread of the 
Saivite doctrines preached by their well known devoteee• 
Appar and Sambanda.r. This meant a great change 
from the traditional beliefs and the "impersonal godhood'• 
of the Buddhists and Jn.ins. The key-note of the present 
change was indeed the elaboration of the idea of a 
personal God,'' the soul-saving supreme being'', to whom 
the devotee wa.s related now as a child, now as a lover 
and now as a pupil and in whom he h:.td to finally 
merge himself. 

The temple architecture came to great advantage 
in the exposition of this iden.I. Thus we find during this 
period much attention paid even to the smallest of 
temples. In a way the South Indian temple of the Vll 
century resembles the Greek temples of ancient history, 
in that it served as a rallying point for all the people in 
the village. Round the village temple it was that not 
only men turned their attention towards God but 
also towards their fellow-men. The village assembl) 
met either in the temple or under the shade oj 
the big tree that usually adorned the temple premise1 

to discuss villalge administration and to settle pettJ 
quarrels. In a word, it was round the temple that thE 
life of the people was made and the different strands oj 
their socin.l life were gathered. Naturally the templE 
becomes the important spot of the Village, meriting a} 
the care, which the people could bestow on it. Henc1 

from the King downwa.rds to the lowest of his aubject1 

become its donors in an increaingly great number, as ou1 

inscriptions referring to the period so plainly demonstrate 
Small wonder, therefore, if the temple grows in. a sbor· 
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time to be an administrative institution first of its own 
affairs and then of the affairs of the whole village. It 
also becomes the centre of public discussion, social inter
course, and free education. With the growth of the 
temple organisation and the spread of lively religious 
teaching, the educo:Ltion of the country also began to 
spread apace ; and this was not a little helped through 
the medium of the guilds, maths, and ghatika organi
sations. 

The influence of a rising chieftaincy with a number 
of cultured followers and caste men as that of the 
Irukkuvels must have been really great on the social 
history of this period, though the comparatively slender 
and evanescent account that has come down to us of their 
past history makes it hard to assess this influence in any
thing like an appropriate manner. 

If a document of a later period can be cited here, it 
makes plain the amount of interest taken by the later-day 
successors of the Irnkkuvel community in the famous 
guild centre at Aihole. An inscription of the period of 
Rajendra I which gives a short description of this guild 
mentions 32 Velarpura.ms among its members a.nd the 
Vella! as among its "virtuous protectors" .1 The editor 
of the inscription makes a note-worthy remark tha~, saving 
the 64 ghatikasthanas these Vela.rpurams formed the 
greatest number of the guild's constituents. 2 In the 
absence of contemporary evidence this document can be 
taken to show with tolerable certainty the important role 
that must hQ,ve been played by the Irnkkuvels them-

1. E.I. IV. p. 296. 
2. Ibid, note, 2. 
E-9 
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selves in the formation of the guilds snd the moulding of 
the general social and economic transactions of their day. 

Better and more numerous evidences have, however, 
come down to us with regard to the Imkkuvel participa
tion in the religious and cultural life of the country. As 
we have already seen, the history of the Irukkuvel is 
spread over a very long period, which comprises the 
efflorescence of both the Buddhist and Jain cults as well 
as of the blzakti cult of the VII century. 

Evidences at our disposal seem to point to the fact 
that though Buddhism was not altogether discarded hy 
the Irukkuvels, Jainism found favour at their hands in. 
the first period of their glory. The territory round 
Kodumbalur and the stat~ of Pudu~kottah in general 
bears the impress of the Jam sway wh1eh must have been. 
once powerful in these parts. Mutilated images of Jain. 
gods are found to this day scattered throughout the State 
and in particular, in places like Vellanur, Ammasatram 
Nartamalai and Sittana.vasal. The two last places remai~ 
even to this day as pilgrimage centres for the J ains. Th 
N artamalai region is famous for its two cave monasterie e 
and the temple at Melmalai which while it copies in man; 
ways the style of Kodumbalur temple (the image of th 
nandi being prominent on the vimana, for instance) is i~ 
some respects typically ~ain,. as i~ the circular garbhq,. 
griha. which would remam umque m South Indian archi
tecture but for its one model in the temple at Tiruparuti
kunram, which is again a Jain temple. Sittanavasal i 
famous for its five life-size images of the J aib. tritankarass 
An inscription from Chettipatty also called Samanarkunru. 
(meaning literally ''the hill of the J ains,") refers to a bi~ 
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monastery of the Jains having existed at the place, 
spacious enough to, accommodate 500 monks. 

Now, coming to the Irukkuvels in particular, an 
interesting inscription on a. boulder standing opposite to 
Andarmadam on the Tenimalai hill refers to the institution 
of a •pallicandam' (Jain monastery) "of four and quarter 
in respect for M alayadwajan, a Jain muni by the king 
IrukkuveV'' This record refers to the founding of a Jain 
monastery by the Irukkuvel chieftain, which he appears 
to have endowed with 4t veli of land for its maintenance. 
The monastery is said to have been started "in respect 
for Malayadwajan'', whether in his memory or at his 
request it is not possible to conclude from this record. 
This inscription is unforf;unately not dated, so that it is 
not easy' to decide who could have been the chieftain of 
the Irukkuvel line responsible for the founding of this 
institution. By a consideration,.however, of the available 
evidence both from the side of the Irukkuvel and from the 
Jain side, it seems possible to identify this chieftain as 
Anupama, who is called in the Muvs.rkovil inscription 
''the builder of the sangha'' ('Sarughakrit'). This would 
date the foundation roughly in the middle of the VI 
century (following our 'chronology). This date would 
well fit in with the period of Jain glory, which begins to 
set with the beginning of the VII century. Further, two 
Jain scholars, Dharma.deva Acarya and Kana.kacandra. 
Panditha, are referred to twice in inscriptions from 
Aluruttimalai and Ammasatra.m respectively referrable 
to the same period as that of Anupama,' ,or more correctly, 
to the period of Paradurgamardana. It is possible that 

3. P. II., No.9. 
4. Rangachari, Inscl'iptions, III, p. 1623; 164 of 1904. 

•.' 
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the 'pallicandam' referred to in the Tenimalai inscription 
was an educational institution, the type of which was 
so frequent in the state of Pudukkottah during this 
period. of which the spacious monastery of Chettipatty 
(already mentioned) is an example. The two Ja;n teachers 
spoken of by the Aluruttimalai and Ammasatram 
inscriptions were possibly teachers in the 'pallicandam' of 
Teniroalai. 

With the passing away of the VI and the beginning 
of the VII century A. D., the two northern religions, 
Buddhism and Jainism, begin to fade in South India and 
orthodox Hinduiero begins to reassert itself polished and 
energised with a new philosophy more acceptable to a, 
people accustomed to the idealism of the two religions 
from the north. In the course of this new exposition of 
the old religion several schools of philosophy sprang up. 
Of them one was the Kabmukba. form of Saivism. 
technically called by the Saivites as "inner religion.'' 

Now, the Kodumbalur record from the 1\Iuccukundes
va.ra temple so informative for our subject/' tells us thn.t 
Bhuti Vikramakesari (675-705 A.D.) ••having built three 
shrines in his own name and in the names of his two 
wives, he (Vikramakesari) set np Maheswara (Siva) and 
presented a big matha to Mallik!lrjuna who was the chiet 
ascetic of the Kalamukha (sect) with eleven villages fat
feeding fifty ascetics of the same sect (here called asita,, 
vaktra)." The support thus given by Bhuti Vikramakesati 
to the Kalamukha ascetic just as he had set up the image 
of Maheswara shows undoubtedly the decided conversion 
he had made to Saivism, of which he seems to have upheld. 
the Kala.mukha system of philosophy. 

------------------~ 
5. A.R.E., 1907-08, p. 80. 
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The origin and growth of this new philosophy in 
South India also offer some indication in relating it to the 
Irukkuvels. From all ascertainable evidence we come 
to understand that this philosophy had its origin from 
Belgaum in the Canarese country. where a quarter of the 
town was once called after the Kalamukhas. The 
Dakshina Kedareswara temple of the pll.\ce was then 
under the complete management of the Kalamukha acha.. 
riyas. c It would appear that the Kalamukhas projected a 
tour from Belgaum southwards intent on propagating 
their philosophy. An undated Ca.narese inscription from 
Dharmapuri, Salem district (ancient •Tagaduru') praises 
the Kalamukha teacher called Vidderasi. 7 The inscrip
tion is on a stone set up on the big tank at Dharmapuri, 
which is said to reflect "the image of the whole earth, 
for in it were the Saiva teacher, Vidderasi ... __ " and names 
of certain temples are mentioned. It is mostly probable 
that Vidderasi had set up a school here. to which 
Mallikarjuna (described as the "disciple of two teachers 
Vidyarasi and Taporasi" in the Muccukudeswara. temple 
inscription) had come as a pupil. It would appear that 
Mallikarjuna carried the torch of the Kalamukhas 
from Dharmapuri to Pudukottah, where he found favour 
with the chieftain, Vikramakesari. The origin of the new 
religion from Belgaum (the original Velgramam) must 
have given a special fascination to it in the eye of the 
chieftain. Two fragmentary records written in Kannada 
characters and found on four stones built into the pond 
in the front of the Muccukundeswara temple seem to give 
us some further information on the matter, since one of 

------------- ----------

G. 1,10 of l!l07; Luder's List, E. I., VI, p. !J3. 
7. E. I., X, p. G4; sco also F. N., 4, 6. 
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them mentions Kodumbalur and Vikramakesa.ri. But 
nothing definite can be made out of them in their present 
fragmentary state.8 

The evidences so far discussed, however, cannot fail 
to depict to us the religious leanings of the Irukkuvel 
chieftains as well as the influence they ought to have 
exercised on the religion and culture of their times. 
Donations to maths and educational institutions like the 
one mentioned in the Muccukundeswara temple are fre
quently figured in inscriptions dealing with the later 
Irukkuvels. Thus an inscription from TirupA.ttur dated 
in the 7th year of Rajaraja III~records the gift of a land 
to a matha by one Kulotunga sola Muvendavelan. ~ An 
inscription from Kumbakonam dated in the 3rd year of 
Aditya II records grant of land by Parantaka .Muvenda
velan to be presented as 'bhattavirthi' to those who 
expounded Nageswara Prabhakaram in the temple oftbe 
place. This inscription also shows that Mimamsa, 
philosophy of which Prabhakara was the founder was at 
this time popular and found favour with the Irukkuvels.•o 
This list can be extended ad libitum; but that seems to be 
unnecessary for purposes of our argument. 

But in no department of religion was the Irukkuvel 
influence more felt and more lasting than in the building 
and development of the temple. After the Pallavas, the 
Irukkuvels appear to have been the earliest to elaborate 
the ideals and technique of temple architecture. Bhuti 
Vikramakesari's temple, which the Kodumbalnt-

8. 141 of 1907, 140 of 1907. 
9. E. I., I, XXI. p. 127. 
10. 233 of 1911; S. I. I., III, iii, pp. 376-77. 
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inscription claims as his creation, is so progressive both in 
plan and style of construction, that it appears to have 
outgrown the Pallava style and anticipate at least by 
a century the Cola style of architecture. To add to this, 
inscriptions also mention several other temples as having 
been built by the later Irukkuvels all along the banks of 
the Cauvery in the Cola territory. Such are the Chandra
sekhara temple at Tirucendurai, the stone temple at 
Tnraiyur (Musiri) and the Sund~reswara temple at 
Nongavaram. u 

As for the Irukkuvel munificence in providing for 
the upkeep of the temples and for the upkeep of offerings 
and sacrifices in the temple no community in South India 
has perhaps ever come anywhere near the Irukkuvelf;. To 
quote here examples of this generosity is unnecessary and 
well nigh impossible. The numerous mu vendavelar 
inscriptions, which mention these donations, meet one in a 
stream in the various inscriptional records like those found 
in the Annual Reports of Epigraphy. In them we find the 
range and variety of Irukkuvel donations, mentioning 
chiefs and subjects, masters and Rervants, ladies and men 
as donors without any distinction ' 2 Thus an inscription 
from the Tiruvisalur temple mentions Sriyav(jlar, General, 
as the donor of land for feeding learned Brahmans;' 1 

another inscription from the Allur temple (Trichinopoly 
Dt.) men tiona Gangadeviyar wife of Vira.sola Ilangovelar 

11. 3Hl of 1903; E, I., VII, p. 141; 359 of 1903. 

12. 357 of 1903; 375 of 1903; 348 of 1903; 306 cf 1906; 470 of 
1908; S. I. I., III, iii, p. 25; p. 255; pp. 376-77; A. R. E.' 1921-22, 
p., 12, 51; 1922-23, p. 1; 1920-21, p.·43; P. IT., P· 22 etc., etc. 

13. S. I. I., III, iii, p. 255. 
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(possibly a Headman'·') as the donor of land for lamp; 1:. o. 
third inscription from the Tirumalpuram temple 
(Arkonam) mentions Madurantaka Accapidaran, son of 
Virasola Ilangovelar (possibly the son of the sa.me 
Headman) as the donor of gold for feeding Brahmans;u 
two inscriptions from the Andanallur temple mention 
Puliyurnattuadigal and Singannimadigal, quee:ns of 
Sem'biyan Irukkuvelas the donors of gold for lamp;'' one 
inscription from Vedapuriswara temple at Tirukalittattai 
mentions Kunjiramalli, daughter of Sriyavelan (the 
General?) as the donor of money in ilakasu. for lamp;18 and 
another inscription from the Tirukkankudi Parameswara. 
temple at Nandivarmanmangalam mentions Sembiyan 
Marayan, servant of Virasola Ilangovelar (the Headman?) 
as the donor of 140 sheep for two l!Lmps. 111 

The Irukkuvel influence on administration must 
have been something stupendous, if inscriptions pertaining 
to the period are properly studied and evaluated. The 
Annual Reports of Epigraphy mention at least 20 varieties 
of offices borne by the later Irukku.-els, like the offices of 
the Revenue Officer, Adhikarin of the King, Hoyo.l 
Secretary, Chief Secretary. Magistrate. Touring Officer, 
Local Administrator, Tirumanthiravolai, Mathiyastha, 
Vi11age Headman, Temple Manager, etc.~ 0 The position 
-------------------------------------------------

14. 323 of 1903. 
15. 375 of l!l03. 
16. 306 of 1906: 
17. 348 of 1903; 357 of 1903. 
18. S. I. I., III, iii, p. 25, 
19. 470 of 1908. 
20. A, R. E., 1918---19, p. 64; 1920---21, p. 65, 1918---19, p. 34 

1917--18, p, 30; 1928-29, p. 26; 1917--18, p. 104; 201 of 1912; S. I. I., 
ill, i, p. 73; A. R. E. 1917-18 p. 49; 1924-25, p. 42. 
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here portrayed is that of an administration that had been 
-almost entireiy left ip. charge of these men. To use a. 
modern pharseology. the Irukkuvels in their days were 
the guardians of the constitution. Given the extremely 
democratic nature of the ancient Indian constitution, 
there can be no doubt that the working of the government 
was in in.ct determined and conditioned by the Village 
Headman and the Temple Manager at every local unit and 
the higher officials at the centre, whose advice the king 
was bound to follow. 

lt may not be of course easy to understand the exact 
implications and responsibilities of the high offices 
mentioned here. Thus Virasola Ilangovelar is mentioned 
in an inscription as District Revenue Officer, while some 
others like Pn.rant3.1:n. Muvendo.velan and Villavarayar 
Muvendavelan are mentioned merely as Revenue 
Officers. 21 Was there any distinction in the nature of 
their offices? It is not easy to n.nswer a question like this 
and to Iable these nice distinctions in modern terminology 
jg not so easy as it is alluring. Of one fact however 
we can be sure, na!uely that tbe work entrusted t::J these 
men was even more responsible in nature than the 
work transacted by the modern revenue officer and 
certainly more arduous, when we take into consideration 
the absence of modern conveniences of travel and the like. 

The organisation of land for revenue purposes was 
done in those days in a meticulous way. Thus, for 
example, a land sale was not to be an affair between the 
buyer and seller alone, but one which.had to be attested 

21. A. R. E., 1912-13, p. 40; HllS-19, p. !i4; S. I. I., III, iii, 
pp. 380-81. 
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to by the V 1liage Assern bly. ~s 'l'his applied even to a 
transfer of land to the'temple. The nature of la.nd-survey 
is clearly borne out by the elaborate survey ordered by 
Rajaraja the Great, which has been aptly compared by 
writers with the D.::>mesday Survey of William the 
Conqueror.~~ Every Village Assembly had on its board 
several Standing Committees fo1· the purpose of the 
survey and classification of tho respective Village lands 
both on the basis of the kind of cultivation raised and 
the productive capacity of the land. H That re-surveys 
of land were frequent to re-order lands that became 
disorganised from changes in tenancy is clear from 
the ·inscriptions of the day.~,. An inscription from. 
Tirupa.rkadal tells us that numerous clerks were employed 
for the purpose of doing the re-survey work of that 
village.2 G This impresses on us the care taken by the 
government of the day in the maintenance of land records. 
Officers like the Adhikarin mentioned in contempo
rary inscriptions seem to have been also revenue officers. 
The Tribhuvani inscription referred to above speaks of 
a decision in a land classification difficulty that has been 
signed by the Adhikarin, Kulantaka Muvendavelan.~• 

22. J. B. B. R . .t\. S., X, p. 102. 

23. S. K. Aiyengur, Ancient India, pp. 175-7G. 

24. 2G2 of Hll3; S. I. I., III, iii, pp. 328-29, which lusi 
mentions u wet field supervision committo for the villugo of Tirupur
kadal. This would imply that thoro wore separate committees fo 1 

wet and dry fields. 

25. 113 of 1927; A. R. E., l!J2G-27, p. 83; A. R. E., l92G-2" 
p. 83; l!HS-l!J, p. 65 ete. 

26. S. I. I., III, iii; pp. 328-29; A. R. E., l!H3-14, p. 89. 

27. A. R. E., 1918-19, p. G5. 
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Two other offices attributed to the Irukkuvels which 
need a little scrutiny are those of the touring officer and 
the locai administrator. In all probability, they were 
officers who toured the country ironing out the differences 
and quarrels between village and village and village and 
the centre. They acted in this sense as the welders · 
between the King's government and the interests of 
villages, which were considered in ancient India as 
"little repn blics" exercising full autonomy. The exact 
nature of the work of the local administrator is not borne 
out by the inscriptions. Was he a special officer appointed 
by the Crown for dealing with difficult and intricate 
cases of local government or was he the Village Headman 
himself, who was in very deed the local administrator, it 
is not easy to answer. 

With regard to the local government the work of the 
Villa.gc Assembly and the Temple management has 
already been detailed. But of the very soul of this 
organisation, the Village Headman and the Mathyastha 
(otherwise known as the Accountant) a word must here 
be said to estimate fully the work of the Irukkuvels in 
these capacities. The Village Headman was in real truth 
the little village king representing along with his as
sembly the real great king in his capital. The Headman 
was not only empowered to collect the royal taxes but 
could also make exemptions according to his own discre
tion.n He not only took care of all administrative details 
but was also the agent for planning and carrying out 
works of public utility such as roads, tanks, and irrigation 
works as also for repairing the already existing ones 
when neceesary. The Headman with his Sabha was also 

28. A. R. E., l!J24-25, p, 22; I!J28- 2!J, pp. 26 ff. 
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something of a Revenue officer and Public Banker in so 
far as he collected from the people the tax on land and 
lent lo:J.ns to the villagers in times of drought and distress. 
Inscriptions tell us that for the purpose of meeting the 
demands of a bad season the Headman even borrowed 
money from the. coffers of the temple and helped the 
poor agriculturists.29 He would a.ssi~n of his own accord 
lands t.o the needy and the poor.~0 rrhe Headman bound 
himself responsible for -the safety of the village for which 
purpose he engaged watchers and paid them from the 
village funds. Inscriptions of the times especially from 
the Canarese Country tell us that the Headman maintain· 
ed a standing army which he himself captained against 
cattle-raiders.: 1 As head of the Sabha, the most popular 
com·t of the day, he ex:e~cised full civil and military 
jurisdiction as the chief of the court. He also regulated 
prices: 2 c,nd exacted forced labour from the people 
according to his own discretion.:: The Matbyastha was 
literally the arbitrator and was therefore a deciding fector 
in the settlement of cases. He must have been also 
the maintainer of village records . (some inscriptions 
calling him actually as the ~tccountant). Answering 
therefore in a great way the work of the modern Karnanz, 
of the British Administration, he must have been a very 
dignified officer too. The third great dignitary of the 
village administration was the temple manager, who was 
the custodi11n of the gifts of the public from the king 
downwards made as offerings to the deity o.nd the 

29. 397of1913. 
30. A. R. E., 1917-18, p. 104. 
31. Ho.yo.vado.na Rao, Mysore Gazetieer,. VI, p. 9. 
32. S. I. I., III, i, p. ll. 
33. Ibid, p. 20. 
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balancer of the conduct of the Assembly. As the temple 
gained in importance as centre of education and 
aPlusement, its manager really became a great social 
dignitary of the village. 

When all these facts concerning the role which 
officers had to play in the government of the Irnkkuvel 
days are set out, the great influence which the Irnkkuvela 
must have exerted on the administration of the day must 
follow as an irresist(Lble conclusion. 

II 

ON ART AND ARCHITECTURE 

The age of the Irnkkuvel glory was an art.inspired 
age, when ''the function of art was not differentiated from 
that of education." The Irukkuvel chieftains, in p:1rticular, 
must be ever remembered as the great exponents of 
temple architectme in South India, second only to 
the Pallavas in more senses than one. The architectural 
skill that is to be seen in the very ruins of the temples in 
the Kodumbalur territory point to the Irukkuvels having 
been once prolific and masterly stylists in art. The epic 
Silappadikaram itself speaks of Kodumbalur as a walled 
town,:~ a fact to which as· pointed out earlier, the traces of 
the moat and the fort called Karalankottai (fort of the 
Karala Vellalas) bear evidence to this day. The writer of the 
Pudukottah Manual computes that about 150temples dedi
cated to god Siva. once existed in the State. 35 Further, pres
cinding the Jain and Pallava. art displayed i:a this State, 
Kodumba.lur has the beet to show in the whole region. 

34. Silappadikara.m, XI, 11. 69-71. 
35. Pudukottah 1\fanual, p. 491. 

' 
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t e:x:ist today. is generally pointed to have existed at the 
no d s th "I k 0 1 P 0 

" ~ 9 site known ~o ay i 
0 

~ bvar ov1 unJa • This name 
•I arkovil' 1s exp ame y the same Manual writer as 

vf rring to the tradition of the five Pandava brother"" 
re e ho d h '" I ~ h ving once wors 1ppc ere t seems to be, however 
.:ore reason~ble ~o a~tri~ute this temople to the five (oivar} 
connected wtth Bautt Vtkramakesan, the three (muvar) 
referred to by the Muccukundeswara temple inscription 
and Vikrama's two sons, Para.ntaka and Adityavarman. 
It is 8ta~ed i~o thi~ fnscription tha~ Vikramakesari built 
three shrmes 'm his own name and m the no.mes of his tw 
wives".H Is it not possible then that he built anotheo 
temple in the naro~ of hi~ ;whole fa•nily? The nearnes: 
of the site •Ivarkovll PunJa to Kodumbalur makes t.hia 
conclusion all the more probable. · 

The Muccukundeswara temple, as mentioned earli 
is another temple attributable to the Irukkuvel chieftai~r .. 
In general style, however, it appears to belong to the Cols. 
period. It bas a~ inscriptioon w~ich refers to "on~ 
Rishabaperuman:1d1ga.l of Ttrupud1swara temple"/~ 
name which relates it with tho Muvarkovil, which is know a. 
from the time of the Cola Purantaka I as Tirupudiswarn 
temple/=. thong~ th~ oth:r name Rish~baperu_manadiga,~ 
is impossible of IdentificatiOn· The mutilated mscriptio 
from the Muccukundeswa.ra shrine, which, as has bee~ 
noted, mentions Vikramakesa.ri's gift to the Jain teache r,. 

39. Manual of Pudukottuh state, po 492. 

40. Ibid. 
41. A. Ro E., 1907-08, pp. 87-88. 

42. 138 of 1907. 

43. 253, 293 of Hl03. 
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Malayadwajan, makes us understand however that this 
temple wa.s closely connected with this chieftain. 

The temple of Agastyeswara at Vellanur in the 
Pudukottah State also appears to belong to this period 
from considerations of its probable · age, style, name and 
location. 

A careful study of the art and architecture of the 
period reveals certain Pallava-Irokkuvel-Cola connections 

·that are very fundamental in nature. Whether the Colas 
had already become alive to an artistic sense or not, the 
passing of the Irokkuvels under t}leir sovereignty played 
a decisive part in moulding the Cola architectural achieye
ments atleast from the time of Aditya onwards. Scholars 
have placed the Nartama.lai temple above referred to in 
the days of Vijayalaya without much of positive evidence. 
The relation it bears to Irukkuvel architecture a.s indi
cated above may atleast be taken as a sure indication to 
call it as one of the earliest temples built by the Colas. 

Such then is the close connection between the Cola. 
and' lrukku vel art; and there is even every indication that 
the Irukl~uvel was in a large sense the inspirer of the 
great art of the Colas. In the first place, the Cola. bad 
no a.rt of his own. Whether it is the great Ra.jarajeswa.ra. 
temple or the famous temple of Gangaikondacolapura.m, 
they are merely. enlarged models of the PalhLva temple 
of Kailasanatha at Kanci. If, as it appears from this, the 
art of the Colas had been borrowed from the Pallavas, 
the Irukkuvels must have come in as a channel through 
which this architectural culture flowed from one imperial 
race to the other. The first temples of the Colas a.nd 
certain inscriptions of the period give support to this 

E-10 
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conclusion. Further, the temples in the State of 
Pudukottah bearing the Irukkuvel impress and certain 
facts of the early history of this dynasty appear as 
evidences on the Irukkuvel side in support of this 
conclusion. Perhaps no people besides the Pa.llavas had 
8uch opportunities for studying the art of temple-building 
as the Irukkuvels. The culture of the Jains an :I Buddhists 
from whom flowed down in a sense all the painting and 
architecture of India was the common heritage of the 
Irukkuvels as of the Pallavas both from their stay in the 
east coast of the peninsula from Orissa to the Krishna and 
in the state of Pudukottah itself, territories well-known 
to art critics as the abode of Amaravati, ''the treasure· 
house of excellent plastic art", and the home of 
Visnugundin influences and of images and caves of Jain 
art and architecture. How far and how deeply Jain 
influences had worked in the State is to be clearly seen 
even in the present ruins found in it. The history of the 
Pallavas and the Irukkuvels goes so well band in hand in 
the early times and the territories they live in and pass 
over are so very much the same, that there can be small 
wonder in the Irukkuvel exhibition of artistic talents and 
in the lrukkuvels being the informers of Cola art. 

The evidence from the Cola. side in support of this 
conclusion is even more emphatic. Two inscriptions 
from Tiruccendurai and Tirupalathurai belonging to the 
reign of Parantaka lH clea.rly state that the temples of the 
places were inspired by the art of the Tirupudiswara 
temple at Kodum balur, a name which, as has been 
already pointed out, signified in the period of Parantaka 

44. 293, 253 of 1903. 
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the Mnvarkovil a.t that place. The na.me •Pudi' itself 
may well be a. variant of the name 'Bhuti'. 

The evidence of these records is even further strength
ened by the fact that they are found along the banks of 
the Cauvery. It has been already pointed out on the 
evidence of the Mnva.rkovil inscription itself that the firsi 
conquests made by Vikra.ma.kesa.ri on behalf of the Cola 
king was on the banks of the Cauvery.45 By this the 
chieftain seems to have brought under the Cola dominion 
the Cauvery basin that had hitherto belonged to the 
Palla.va. The Cauvery territory must therefore be taken 
a.s the first effective meeting place of the Cola. a.nd the 
Irukkuvel. It is then natural to suppose that the Cola 
a.rt, influenced as it was by the Irukkuvels, first took 
shape in this region. 

The existence of several temples besides those 
-of Tiruccendura.i and Tirupa.la.tturai like those of 
Anda.na.llur, of Pa.nca.ndiswa.ra. and Pasupatiswara. outside 
the village of Allur, of Sunda.reswara. at Nangavaram. of 
Siva at Konerira.ja.pura.m, of Va.liswa.ra. at Turaiyur 
(M usiri) and of Irungolisva.ra.muda.iya N a.yana.r at 
Utta.macola.puram seems to point to the place where and 
the time when Cola. architecture began to flower, since 
an inscription of Pa.ra.nta.ka. I informs us tha.t his fa.ther 
adopted all these as his own and that he (Pa.rantaka) 
endowed them.'c What is more significant is the fa.ct 
that all the temples mentioned here are known to us 
from inscriptional evidence as having been built by a 
member of the· Irukkuvel family. The Tiruccendurai 

45. A. R.N., l!l07-08, p. 87. 
46. E. I., XI, p. 50. 
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temple is said to have been built by Pudi-Adicca-Pida.ri
ya.r, da.ughter of Tennavan Ila.ngovel;•• the Anda.nallur 
temple by Sembiya.n Irukkuvel;u the Va.liswara. temple 
by Sembiyan Vira.ta.ra.yan of Velur;49 and that of lrungo. 
liswaramudaiya. Na.yana.r by Irungola. Advalan."° Finally, 
the evidence of Periatirwnoli, which attributes to Cola. 
Ko-cenga.nnan not less than 50 temples along the banks 
of the Ca.uvery 51 points to the same conclusion, since the 
date assigned to this Cola king52 makes him contemporary 
with Vikra.makess.ri. 

47. E. I. VII, p. 141; XV, p. 60. 
48. 359, 360 of 1903. 
49. 319 of 1903. 
50. 337,547, 549 of 1906. 
51. Periatirumoli, VI, vi. 8 
52. See before. 
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Adi Suratta (n). l\Iuhammadan 
ruler in Pudukottuh, 126. 

Adhikari. a royal officer, 102, 136. 
Adondai, Cola rular, 72. 
Adhirajamangala, battle of, 56. 
Aditya Karikala, 59. 
Aditya TI Uttama Cola, 59. 
Adit.yavarman, Iruldruvol; rela-

tion with Idangalainayanar, 
98-99. 

A gam, Evidence of, 47, 50, 51, g3. 
Agastiya, his original home, 27, 

also F. N. 39; his final home, 
26, also F. N. 37, 43. 

Agastyeswara, a deity, 27; temple, 
145. 

Agmurdi, an alien caste. II. 
Ahavamalla, defeat of, Ill. 
Aihole, a guild centro, 129. 
Alangudi, 125. 
Alundai, battle of, 84. 
Ahxruttimalai, Ins. of, 131. 132. 
Amaravati, influences of, 146. 
Ammasatram, Jain images in, 

130; Inscription of, 131, 132. 
Anbil plates, 103. 
Angviasa, instructor of Lord 

Krislmn, 22. 
Anupama, Irukkuvel prince, 56; 

Cola princess, 56, 85. 
Appar, Saiva devotee, 128. 
Arayam, in l\Iysore, 25, 32, 37, 49. 
Arikesari (varman), identified 

with Vira Pandya, defouted 
by Bhuti Vikramakosari, 86. 

Arpakkam, inscription of, ll9. 
Arisikere, Inscription of, II4. 
A.ruvalar, IS families of, 19, 26. 
Aryan invasion, date, 32; its 

meaning, 32. 
Aykudi, identification of, 43. 
Ayodhya, Chalukyu h o m e, 

29.-30. 

Bappadeva, his help to Vellalas, 
14. 

Baramahal records, historical 
source, 8, I5. 

Baladeva, relation with Lord 
Krishna, 22, 

Banas, relation with Colas, 107-
108. 

Bhasknro. Ravivarman, his cop-
per plate, 73. 

Belgaum (Volgramam), 133. 
Belur, same as Velur, 29. 
Bhakti, a religious cult, 128, 130. 
Bhudevi, produces the first 

Vellala, 16. 
BhumiswDXa, inscription of, 126. 
Bhutapandyan (Ollaiyurtanda) on 

Tityan, 27. 
Bhuti Vikramakesari, Greatest 

Irukkuvel Chieftain, 83-88; 
contemporaneity with Tiru
mangai 85; Defeat of Para
mesvaruvarman, 85; Defeat 
of Vira Pandya and Vancivel, 
56, 86; Built Mv.varkovil, 87; 
ViTivos of, 56, 87. 

Caldwell. on Agastya, 26. 
Caste system, growth of, 127. 
Ceras, support to Colas, 108. 
Chalukya, home in Gurjara coun-

try, 30. 
Chalul;:yas of Kalyani, relation 

with the Uccangi Pandyas, 
113, ll4-ll5. 

Chidambaram, inscription or 122. 
Chief Secretary, an office in Cola 

days, 136. 
Cola, Early Colu temples in the 

Cauvery basin, 147-48. 
Conjoovaram, Vellalas from, 

36. 
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Dakshinapatha, Karikala's con-
quest of, 36. 

Dantivarman, Inscription of, 25. 
Deepavarnsa, a source, 8. 
Devaki, relation with Lord 

Krishna, 23. 
Dhanavaisyas, 11. 
Dharmudeva, Jain scholar, 131. 
Dharmapuri (Tagadur), Inscrip-

tion of, 133. 
District Revenue Officer, in Cola 

days, 137. 
Divakaram, a source, 29. 
Dwakara, 25, 26, 39;Velhome, 39. 
Dwarasumudram, 29. 

Eladipattam, Brahmi inscriptions 
of, 2. 

Elilkunram, a description ofNan
nan's tenitory, 47. 

Evvi, relation with Irukkuvel, 
75-76; as than muthir velir, 
130-32. 

Erumaiuran, 51. 

Ganga,alliance with Colas,l07-08. 
Gangadeviyar, Iruklmvol, 135-36. 
GangaikondaColapuram, temple 

of 145. 
Gangavadi, 28, 29. 
Gangavamsa, (Gangalmla}, 17-18. 
Gangavamsa, Vellala family, 17. 
Ganges Basin. Vellala homo 9, 17. 
Ghatilca (Ghatikasthana}, 129. 
Go-vaisyas, 11. 
Guilds, Trade guilds, 12~, 129. 

Harsha, 83. 
Head-man, Village Head-man in 

Cola days, 137, 139--40. 
Hiuen-Tsang, evidence of, 83. 

Idalyarur, settlement of the Mara
var in, 125. 

Idangalainayanar, at Kodumba
lur, 98, 99. 

Ilunganderako, of Nannnn'..:; 
family, 49. 

Ilupaikudi, templo-fields of 111uc-
cukundcsu:ara transferred, 
123. 

Iluvacemko (Ilaviciko), of Nan
nun's family, 49. 

Ilungovelar, same as Ilangovel, 
!00. 

Irungolnkon, title of Parantaka 
II, 103. 

Irungovenman, samo as Irukku. 
vel, his defeat, 50, 51. 

Irachclmyum, Cola General, Ill. 
Irungoia Advalan, Builder of o. 

temple, 148. 
Inmgola, Nidugal chieftain, 115. 
I rungoleswaramudaiyanayanar, 

temple, 148. 
Iruldmpala, Uccangi Pandya., 

113. 
Irukkuvol,connect.ion with Agast. 

ya, 24, 27; Agnikula, 25, 26· 
Five Great families of Vets' 
48-52, 66; of Kodumbalur' 
u now family 65; Early at~ 
tempts to set up rule in the 
south, 66-68; sets up power 
at Kodumbalur, 74- t'G 
General statement of politic11j 
position of, 3-4; Three Grout 
Chief.<>; 79·88; relation with 
Buddhism 130-32; relation 
with Jainism, 130-32; as 
royal officers, 101-115, 137· 
as Generals, 106-115; Tbei; 
administrative influence, 136. 
141; and social transition 
127-30; Chalukya connec: 
tions, 56-60; and Palla\ra 
architecturo, 145, and Cola 
architecture, 145-48. 

Iva.rkoil, temple built by Irukku
vel, 143-44; Ivarkoil Pllnjn, 
the tradition of the five 
Pandavas, 144. 

Jagad Vijo.ya, 117. 
J a.rasanthan, Raksho.sa, 20. 
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Kailasanatlza, Kanchi temple, 145 
Kalabhras, a northem people, 

62--64; 68--70; 92. 
Kalamukha, o. So.ivite system of 

religion, 132--33. 
Kalo.var (Kalappo.la.r) 63--64; 

69--70. 
Kalavaram, connection with 

Ko.Iabhras, 69. 
Kallar, settlement of, 125. 
Kamsa, relation with Lord Krish

na, 23. 
Ka-nadu, Its area, 36. 
Knnakachandro., Jain scholar, 

131. 
Knnduvetti, Andhro. King, 81. 
Kannanur Servaikar, petition of 

121. 
Kanyakumari, inscription of, 109. 
Ko.pilar, on Irul;:kuvel origin, 

24--27, 32, 37; on Vel Pari, 
45--46. 

Karnla Vellalas, 125, 141. 
Kuralnnkotto.i, fort in Koduroba

lur, 141. 
Karrali, Wife of Bhuti Vikro.ma-

kesari. 56, 87, 98. 
Karukkakurichi, coin finds of, 2. 
Ko.ramba.i, near Benares, 27. 
Karaiyur, Mara.va.r settlement in, 

125. 
Karikala, Sudra faro iIi e_ s 

brought from the Gange_tlC 
valley, 17; Marriage With 
Vel. 42; his defeat of the Vels, 
49, 67. 

Kusakudi, plates of, 77. 
I{avi-kantha-hara, Cunarese work, 

29. 
Ketarasan, Cola General, 111-
Kilunilai, Cola defeat, US. 
Koccengana.n, Cola, 85; Cola 

contemporary of Bhuti Vik
ro.makesari, builder of not 
less than 50 temples, 148- . 

Koccateyan, identified w1th 
Kanduvetti, 81. 

Kodumbalur, Irukkuvel Capital, 
2-3; 4, 7, 37, 49, 52, 62, 79, 
88, 89, 97' 98, 99, 113, 120, 

E--11 

123, 126, 130, 132, 146; Des
cription of the City, 2-3; 
Cola-Grantha records of, 2. 

Ko-nadu, Its area, 36. 
Kottam, a division of Tonda.man

dalum, one of24 Kottams, 17. 
Krishna, Lord Krishna, his iden

tity, 21-23; Vel relations, 
18--24. 

Kudal-Sangamam, battle of, 106, 
111. 

Kudumiyamalai Inscriptions of, 
87' 106 

Kulasekhara, Pandya, 117--18. 
Kulottunga (III), 120. 
Kunjiramalli, daughter of Sriya-

velar, 136. 
Kuram plates, 82. 
Kurumbo.r, Early History of, 70-

74. 
Kurumbar, Vel connections of, 73. 
Kuruburainudu, 73. 
Kurumburiyur Tiruvadi, 73. 

Land-survey, in Cola times, 138. 
Lankapura Dandunatha, Ceylon

ese General, ll6--119. 
Local Administrator, an office in 

Cola times, 136. 

Mackenzie (Col.) Mss., 35. 
Madras Census Report, Evidence 

of, 11, 16. 
Maduraikkanji, evidence of, 66. 
Madurantaka Ilango, 106. 
Muduvanan, Ill. 
Magistrate, in Cola days, 136. 
}.!ahabharata, its age. 23, 24. 
1\'Ia.hadevi, Irukkapala's daughter, 

113. 
Mahavamsa, a source, 8, 80, 82; 

On Ceylon War of Colas, 
109--110. 

Mahendravarman, Pallava., 79-80. 
Muheswara, image set up by 

Bhuti Vikramakesari, 132. 
Mulayadwajan,. Jain 1711Uni, 131, 

145. 



162 INDEX 

Ma.la.vas, rulers of Kongu, 56, 
77-78, 

Ma.lava Cakra.varti, 117. 
Mallikarjuna, Math In honour of, 

132. 
Malik Kafur, 125-126. 
Manamelkudi, 1, 118. 
Manjuka.m (Poromboke), 105. 
Manavarnma, Ceylon ruler, 80. 
Marava.rman Sundara Pandya 

his Inscriptions in Pudu~ 
kottah, 122. 

Maravarman Kulasckhara Pand-
ya, his inscriptio~s in 
Kodumbalur, 123. 

Mangudi, Marava Settlement in 
12~ , 

Manimangalam, battle of. 80-81. 
Maravar, settlement of, 124--125. 
Maravar-Madurai, a fort, 125. 
Marava.rman Sundara, Invasion 

of, 122-23. 
Marpidug11, a title, 92-93. 
Marpidugu eri, 89. 
Marpidugu perunginaru, 93; 

llangovelan Sattan, 96; Ilan
govel, 95. 

Marutan, Kurumbar fort, 71. 
Marutan talai, Maravar settle

ment, 124. 
Maths, 129; donations to, 134. 
Ma.th,presented by Vikrama-

kesari, 132. 
Mathyastha, a village officer 136 

139-40. , • 
Milalaikurram, Identification of 

46,47. • 
Minavan :i\:Iuvendavilan, Royal 

Secretary, 122. 
Mutturkurram, 75-76. 
Muccukundesvaro. temple ins

cription of; 7, 123, 133' 134· 
architecture of, 144--45. ' 

Muhammadan invasion, 125-26. 
Mukkulpattanam, Marvar settle

ment, 125. 
Muvarkovil, Its architecture; 

142-43. 
Muttarayan, Branch of Kalo.

bhras, 92; Genealogy and 

Chronology of, !10-94 ; relu. 
tions with Irukkuvols, SS-96, 

Muttukuru, part of Kurumburai
nadu, 73. 

Muttukurraro, identification of, 
46-47. 

Muvendavelan, Its ID!!aning !J!J-
101; Raje_ndrasinga, 101', 104; 
Ncrivudmcola, 101 104· 
Udayamartanda, 102;' Kulot: 
tw1ga, 10~; Parakesuri (Kon. 
dikulavan Sattan), 10:3; Huja
narayana, Royal Minister 
122; tho last two, 122. ' 

Muvarkovil, built by Vikratna. 
kesari, 87; Cola.-Granta Ins. 
cription of, 6-7; its chrono. 
logy, 55-61. 

Naccinarkiniyar, his comment on 
Tolkappiyam, 19-20, 50. 

Nadagam plates, 108. 
Nandivarman (III), inscription of 

95. ' 
Nankurvol, 42. 
Na.nnan (Venman), 31, 48, iH. 
Nartamalai temple, its date. \l4; 

Its architecture, 143. 
Nattukurrobu, local rising in, 73. 
Nedunjeliyan, his defeat of Vels, 

49, 50. 
Nidugals, 115. 
Nidur, ofEvvi, 47. 
Nolambavadi, 113. 
Nongavaram, temple of, 135. 
North Arcot Manual, evidence of, 

11. 
Nripatunga, Ganga. 94. 

Olainayagaro, an office, 103. 
Oriental Mss, a source, 8. 

Padaividu, kurumbar fort, 71. 
Padikasu Pandarm:n, author of on 

ula, 120. 
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Pudikaval, rights in return for 
village protection, 126. 

Palamanda, Uccungi Pandya, 
114. 

Pallavarayar, in Cola alliance, 1 

118-23; General, 120. 
PaUavatharaiyan, at Kodumba.· 

Iur, 120. 
Pallava Pallavaruyar, Royal 

Secretary, 122. 
Pallicandam, Jain educationa.I 

institution, 132. 
l'anam, a coin, 123. 
Parambunad, Pari's kingdom, 

32. 
Pa.rantaka, Irakkuvel, 98. 
Palkunrakottam, in Tonda.inadu, 

32, 47; territory of Na.nnan, 
32. 

l'allava architecture, 145-146. 
Palhwt~ra.ya., fame of, 121; his 

ll nadus, 121. 
Pnndyan War of succession, 116-

17. 
Pandimandalasadakam, 45. 
Pandyan Rajasimha, 108. 
Parudurgama.rdann, on Pallava 

side, 74, 79-82; His Vatapi 
victory, 80-Sl. 

Parambunad, same as Piranmalai, 
45. 

Parumesvaravarman, defeated by 
Vikramakesari, 85. 

Parantaka (I), 6, 108, 109; inscrip· 
tion of, 147. 

Parantaka (Sundaracola) 6, 108, 
109; 

Pari, his charity, 45. 
PatHnappalai, Evidence of, 36, 

49, 52, 66, 68. 
Patirruppattu, 44, 45. 
Peria Tirumoli, 148. 
Pingalandai, 29. 
Pcriyudaiyan Pallavarayar, His 

rule in Pudukottah, 121; 
division of his kingdom into 
11 nadus, 121. 

Piranmalai, identified with Pa
rambunad, 45. 

ponamaravati, 125; on fire, 117. 

Podiyil mountains, Vel devoto
tion to, 27. 

Podiyirselvan, name of Vel, 27. 
Ponamaravati nadu, u n d e r 

mahammadan rule. 126. 
Poral (Madavaram), Kurumbar 

fort, 71. 
Porunan, 51. 
Pothini, Avi's capital, 31, 
Pottara.iyan, 117. 
Prithvipathi (II) Ganga, 107-08. 
Pudi Adicca Pidariyar, daughter 

of :rennavan llangoval, 148; 
budder of Tiruccendurai 
temple, 147--48. 

Pudi Parantakan, 99. 
Puduvayal, 124. 
Pulakesi (II), Cha.lukya, defeat of 

80,82. ' 
Puliyurnattuadigal wife of Sembi

yan Irukkuvel, 136. 
Puram, evidenc~ of, 25--27, 47, 

49, 50, 51, 7o, 76. 
Purana.s, on Lord Krishna, 23. 

Racamalla, Sinda, connection 
with Irukkuvel, 115. 

Raja.rajesvara temple, 145. 
Rajendracola, llO. 
Rajina. battle of, 117. 
Ramayana, Its date, 33, 
Rangiam, Inscription of 126 
Rattappadi, Seven and half lakh, 

110. 
Rakshasas, 19. 
Ravana, 19. 
Revenue officer, in Cola days 102 

136, 137. , • 
Resurvey, of land 138. 
Rohini, 23. ' 
Routes, Old merchant routes from 

North to South India, 38. 
Royal Secretary, office in Cola 

times, 136. 

Sala, slayer of the tiger, 28. 
Salukku, equated with Chalukya 

29. , 

-----~ -----~----
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Samarabhirama, Irukkuvel, 82-
. 83; Relation with Pulakesi,83; 
Marriage with Anupama, 85. 

Sambandar, Saiva devotee, 128. 
Samudragupta, 35. 
Satyagrinatha Perumal, Temple 

of, 95. 
Sembiyan 1\farayan, servant of 

Virasola Ilangovalar, !JD, 136. 
Sembiyan Irulclmvel, !JO, !J5; 

Vadalanjan Sattan Ulagan, 
builder of Andanallur temple, 
112, 148; Queens of. 136. 

Sendas, 115. 
Sendalai, Pillar inscript.ion of, 88, 

89. 
Senganma, near Tiruvannnmalai, 

47; Capital ofNannan, 47. 
Seventheluntha, Pallavarayar, 

120-21; Pallavarayan Pillai
tamil, 121, 

Silappadikaram, a source, 3, 44, , 
86, 141. 

Simhala,defeated by Simhavishnu, 
77. 

Simhavishnu, Relation w i t h 
Irukkuvel, 77, 78. 

Singalan, Son of AhavamaUa, II I. 
Sindas, of Kurugodu, connection 

with Irukkuvel, ll5. 
Singannimadigal, Wifo of Sombi

yan Irukkuvel, 136. 
Sit.tanavasal, images of Jain gods 

in, 130. 
Siva, God to whom about 150 

temples were dedicated in 
Pudukottai State, 141. 

Solanmuvendavelan (Sikkar), 143. 
Solia-Vellalas, ll-12. 
Sri Rama, crowned by Vellala, 10; 

Relation with Lord Krishna, 
23, 24. 

Sriyavelar, General, 109-10; 135; 
(Parantakan), 99. 

Sundaramurthi, Saiva devotee, 
45, also F. N. 21. 

Talayalankanam, Pandya Viet· 
ory, 37. 

Taporasi, Jain sa!!e, 133. 
Teggina-Iruppa, Inscription of 83 
Teja ~aja, Uccungi Pondya, '113; 

h1s Irukkuvol connoction 
113-14. ' 

Temple, Its importance in Cola 
days, 12S-2!l. Donations to 
135-136; Its management' 
103, 1Q;j-0U; l\Innuger, 102: 
137-

Tenkasi, identified with Aykudi 
4~ • 

Tormaran, Victory at Kodumbn,. 
lur, 88. 

Tirumangni Alwnr, Vaislmavito 
Saint, 84-8fi. . 

Timmanthirnvolni, an office, 13G 
Tirupattur, in Pnndyan \\'nr of 

Succession, 117. 
Tirupalaturai, Inscription of, 14() 
Tirupudiswnra, l\Iuvarkovil nf. 

Kodumhalur, 146. 
Tiruvalangad.u, Inscription of, 

II9. 
Tityan. Vol chief called also Podi. 

yirselvnn. 27, ;il. 
Tiruccondurai, temple, 13;j; Ins

cription of, 146, 147. 
Tirukknlittattai, Inscription of 

109. 
Tirukkankudi, Inscription of, 136 
Tirumayam, Pnllava - Grnnth~ 

records of, 2. 
Tirunedungalam; Inscription of 

91. . ' 
Tirunelli; temple of, 73, 
Tiruppalaturai, Inscriptionof,147. 
Tirupparakkadal, Inscription of 

138. • 
Tirupperundurai Puranam, tradi

tion connected with Velle.r, I. 
Tiruvadisulam, a Kurumbnr fort. 

71. • 
Tiruvellarni, Inscription of, 95. 
Tiruvisalur, Inscription of, 135. 
Tolkappiyam, Evidence of, 8, 19, 

21, 50, 105. 
Tondaiman llant-hiraiyan, 72. 
Tondaimandalam, 17. 
Tondainadu. 32. 
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Tondamandalasadakam, Evidence Vellalas, 15-16; II families 
of. 19, 26; 6 families of, 32, 
42-4S; 5 families of, 48-52; 
2 families of, 34-3S; Andiron 
(Andhra) connection, 29: 

of, 17. 
Touring officer, in Cola days, 136. 
Tuluvadesam, Vellalas from, 36. 
Turaiyur (Musiri), 135. 

Uccangi P1111dyas, ll3-ll5. 
Udaya (III), Ceylon rnlar, 109. 
Ugraperuvaludi, Vollala Coloni-

sation effected by him, 36. 
Uruvapahror Ilanjetcenni, 42. 

Vadamekkudi, liS. 
Vadukar; North men, 35-36; 

Tamil hatred for, 34-35. 
Vagaipuranthalai. Karikala vic

tory, 51. 
Vaipur, in Evvi's territory, 46. 

· Vanadhirajar, 1"22. 
Vancivel, 56, 78, S6. 
Vanquisher of Pandyan elephants, 

title borne by an unlmown 
Irukkuvel, 56, 61, 76. 

Varaguna, 45. 
Varagunatti, Wife of Vikrama-

kesari, 87, 95. 
Varam, payment for use of land, 

123. 
Vatapi, conquest of, 56-60, 74, 

81. . "d ifi d Vayavipuri (Vaya.pun) 1 cnt e 
with Palani, 44. 

Vay Kelvi, an office in Cola days, 

103. . T I k 
Velarpuram, in WalaJape_t a~ , 

76; 32 in number m gmld, 

129. 45 
Vellanur temple of, 1 · 
Vel Aye,' 31, 42, F. N. I, 43• 4~· 

4 r.: 4S 52. Avi, 31, 44; Evv1, 
3ul, 4,)F :N, I, 46, 47, 4S, 51, 

' ~ . ' "2 p 52; Pari, 31, 48, a ; egan, 
31 32 44 4S, 52. 

Vela N the~ origin, 12; in San
g~rliterature, 7-8; Sout~
ern migiration, 32-33; F!J:Dll-
1" ttled along river 

1allea ses-6· Originator of 
v eye, ' 

Chalukya connection 29-30; 
Connection with Lord Krish
na, IS-24; Hoyaala connec
tion, 28-29; Yadava connec
tion, 20-21; Chronology of 
early Vels, 31-32; Route of 
southern migration, 38-41; 
Defeat of five, eleven and 
fourteen together at various 
times, 51. 

Vellala, Caste missing in early 
classificatioa. 20-21; A 
Vaisya, 16: Gcngetic origin, 
17-JS; Connection wit.h Vel, 
!l-10; Of Ka-nadu, 124; Of 
Ko-nadu, 124; Of Vakkur, 
122; Fight among themselves, 
124-25; Connection with 
non-Brahman castes, 11-12. 

Vellan-Chottis, A sub-division of 
Soliya-Vellalas, 11-12. 

Velangudi, in Pandyan War of 
Succession, liS. 

VoJama.lai, source of the Vella.r, I. 
Velnadu, Ita area, 41. 
Velpuram (Velarpuram) Vishaya, 

10S. 
Vellar, River, location of, 1; Us 

historical importance, 2; 
Early history (general) of ita 
basin, 4-5. 

Velavikomaligai, in SilappadiJca-
ram, 44. 

Velvikudi, Grant of, 88. 
Velurpalayam, Plates of, 77. 
Venni, Victory of Karikala. 37,51; 
Venri, battle of, 84. 
Vessas, Bring presents to Lanka

pura, 117. 
Vidderasi (Vidyarasi), Saiva 

teacher, 133. 
Videlvidugu, Title, 92-93. 
Videlvidugukal, A weight, 89. 
Vijayalaya, Cola, 145; Muttarai-

yan, !Jl. 



166 INDEX 

Vijo.ysla.yadevan, Pallavaraya, ' 
126. 

Vikkalan, Son of Ahavomalla, 
Ill. 

Vikramncolo. Ilangovelar, 103. 
Vikrama.kesa.rin (Bhuti), His 

Muvsrkovil record, 37. 
-Village Assembly, 104---06; Com

mittees of, 138; The Head 
Man, 1!37, 139--40; Survey 
and Revenue office, 105. 

-ViraPandyo., Identification of, 86. 

Viro.ro.jendro., Colo., 111. 
Virosolo. Ilango (Ilangovel), 99. 

192; Muvendo.velan, seUs 
away his land to temple, 123. 

Viro.tunga, Irukkuvel, 56, 77. 
Vishnugudin, Artistic influences 

of, 146. 

Yadavo.s, 20, 21. 
Yavano.s, Bring prosent11 t() 

Lunkapuro., 117. 
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