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Childhood.

Banda Singh, the subject of this sketch,
was knewn as Lachhman Dev in his childhood.
He was born on Katik Sudi 13, 1727, Bik-
rami (27th October 1670 A.D., 0.8, at
Rajauri in the Punchh district of western
Kashmir. His father Ram Dev was an ordinary
ploughman Rajput. Asis the case with all
such persons, who are born in poor circum-
stances and rise to historical importance in
the later years of their lives, nothing is known
of his early childhood excepting that the
child Lachhman Dev developed into a youth
of very active habits, tull of energy and fond
of shooting and hunting.

It seemns that he received no regular
schooling in the carly days of his life and
like most of the youngmen of his age he spent
his time in ploughing and hunting. He was
very tender and sensitive of heart and was
yet a raw youth when his life had its first
dramatic turn. It is said that during one of
his hunting excursions, the pitiable looks of a
dying doe, shot by him, struck the tender
cords of his heart. His feeclings were further
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affected by the sight of its two young ones,
falling from its womb and fluttering to death
before his eyes, in a few minutes after their
unnatural birth, of which he himself was the
main cause. Something latent moved him
still from within. His sense of penitence
grew so strong that in an instant his mind
had an ascetic’s turn and was turned away
from everything mundane.

Wanders as an ascetic.

He left his home and household at the
age of fifteen and assumed the role of a
rolling stone. He moved from place to place
on the mendicant excursions of his first
preceptor Sadhu Janaki Prasad. At the
Shrine of Ram Thamman near Kasur he enter-
ed into the discipleship of a Bairagi Ram Das
and assumed the name of Madho Das Bairagi.
But he did not stay with him for long and
after some years of wandering settled down
in the historic Panchbati woods near Nasik.
Here he formed the acquaintance of an old
Yogi Aughar Nath who instructed him in the
secrets of Yoga and occultism. Being thus
accomplished heleft the Panchbatiwoods,after
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the old Yogi's death, and established a monas-
try of his own near Nanded on the left bank
of the river Godavari.

With the increase of his fame as a Yogi
and an occultist, a sort of pride entered into
his head. He was perhaps too raw for the
life of a saint. He would practise his occultism
over his saint-visitors and guests and would
take pleasure in ridiculing his less gifted
brethren. He was undoubtedly a mine of ener-
gy and enthusiasm but they were directed in
wrong channels. The ore was there in an in-
exhaustible abundance but was waiting for a
Refining Chemist to separate the dross from
the pure metal and to clean and polish it with
his chemical solutions. It wasin this state of
suspense that Madho Das spent about sixteen
summers of his life at Nanded. At last the
warrior-saint Guru Gobind Singh appeared on
the scene in September, 1708, to reclaim the
misdirected energics of the ascetic Bairagi
and make them flow through the channels of
the Khalsa Brotherhood, strenuously working
for the emancipation of humanity suffering
under the inequities and oppressions of the age.



Becomes a Sikh.

After the battle of Jajau on the 18th
June, 1707, Guru Gobind Singh had accom-
panied Emperor Bahadur Shah to Agra, where
on the 4th of Jamadi-ul-awwal, 1119 A.H.(2nd
August, 1707 N. S.), adress of honourincluding
a jewelled scarf, a dhukh-dhukhi, an aigrett
etc., worth sixty thousand rupees were pre-
sented to him by the Emperor as amark of his
gratitude. It appears from the Guru’s letter of
the Ist Katik, 1764 (about 15th October. 1707
N.S.), addressed to the Sikhsof Dhaul that the
old negotiations that had brought him from
the Punjab were then in progress and thathe
soon expected to return to his country. But
as the BEmperor had to leave for Rajputana,
soon after (12-11-1707), and then to the
Deccan to crush the threatening rebellion of
his younger brother IKam Bakhsh, the Guru
accompanied him southwards. Finding no
prospect, however, of any satisfactory con-
clusion of the negotiations, he separated him-
self from theroyal camp at Nanded,determined
to invoke the All-Steel as the last resort. It
was here that he met Madho Das Bairagi
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and transformed him into Banda, a slave or a
man of his.

On his way to the Deccan Guru
Gobind Singh had heard of the Bairagi's
unsaintly behaviour from the Dadupanthi
Mahant Jait Ram of Dadudwara (Narayana,
Jaipur State), whom, like many others, he had
insulted and ridiculed. A successor-follower
of Guru Nanak as he was, Guru Gobind Singh
could not but visit and reclaim him to the
path of righteousness. Madho Das was not
then present in his monastry. The Guru,
therefore, occupied the Bairagi's cot and lay
down to wait for him, while his Sikh com-
panions busied themselves in slaughtering
and preparing goats for their meals. The
proud and infuriated vegetarian Bairagi
atonce hurried to his place to wreak his
vengoance upon the intruder for thisirreligious
act in the precincts of his hermitage. But he
came, he saw and was conquered. All his
efforts in overturning the Guruw’s cot by his
yogic incantations and occultism ended in a
failure, and, thus baffled, he was convinced of
the spiritual greatness of the Guru. Madho Das
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now came nearer and respectfully addressed
him. The following dialogue is recorded in
the Persian Zikar-i-Guruan 1btida-i-Singhan
wa Mazhab-i-Eshan by Ahmad Shah of
Batala:—

Madho Das—Who art thou ?

Guru Gobind Singh—He, whom you know.

Madho Das—What do I know ?

Guru Gobind Singh—Think it over in your mind.

Madho Das (after a pause)—So you are Guru
Gobind Singh!

Gurn Gobind Singh—Yes. .
Madho Das—What hast thou come here for ?

Guru Gobind Singh—]1 have come so that I may
convert you into a disciple of mine.

Madho Das—]1 accept it my Lord!

I ama Banda (a slave) of yours.

It is indeed inexplicable what charm
was there in the mysterious words—‘I have
come s0 that I may convert you into a dis-
ciple of mine’--that the erstwhile invincible and
proud Bairagi Madho Das so submissively fell
down at the feet of Guru Gobind Singh and
accepted his creed without a word of argu-
ment. Madho Das had, in fact, become the
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Master’s at the very first sight, and now the
touch of his feet had the effect of the philoso-
pher’s stone, and the dross of the Bairagi
was transformed into the gold of the Sikh
Banda, a man or a slave of the Guru. This
was indeed a miracle of Guru Gobind Singh.
Guru Gobind Singh clearly perceived
what was yet vital in the youthful Bairagi
and he relumned it with Promethian fire. He
availed of the psychological moment,
dressed him like a Sikh, and administered
to him the Immortalising Draught, the
Amrit of the Khalsa, and regularly baptised®
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( Continued on page 10).



( 10 ) |

him with all the usual Sikh rites. The ex-
Bairagi was now given the new name of

Ghulam Hussain Khan—He was a Syc by profession, that
is, one of those attached to the tenets of Guru Gobind (Singh) and
who from their birth or from the moment of their admission, never
cut or shave either thair beard or whiskers, or any hair whatever of
their body. ' [Raymond-Seir Mutagherin

i 82 ; Briggs, 92-3)

M Gregor, W. L. [History of the Sikhs (1846) P. 106.) Banda

immediately consented, received the Pahooldee, and became a Sikh.

Mohd Latif—[History of the Punjab P. 294] Govind and
Banda soon became intimate friends, and the former, by his persuasive
eloquence and religious zeal made such a deep impression on the
mind of Banda that he was initiated into the Pahul, and becamo a
disciple of the Guru.

Payne, C. H. [A short History of the Sikhs ]—Here (at Nander)
ha spent much of his time in the company of a Bairagi hermit,
afterwards known as Banda, the ** slave,” whom he converted to his
own faith and baptized, and to whom he became s0 much attached
that he nominated him his successor, not as Guru, but as Commander
of the forces of the Khalsa.

Macauliffe., M. A, [The  Sikh Religion—The  Guru
instructed Banda in the tenets of his religion, and in due time baptized
him according to the new rites.

George Forster—A tradition delivered to the Sicques, limiding
their priests to the number of ten, induced them to appoint no
suecessor to Govind Singh. A Sicque disciple, named Bunda, who
had nt!cn(_icrl Govind Singh in the Deccan came...... into the Punjab,
where claiming a merit from his late connection, he raised a small
force. His successes at length drew to his standard the whole body of -
the Sicque nation. [Travels, i 263]

Iradat Khan—He (Guru Govind Singh) was succesded by
Bunda, one of his jollowers. [Memoirs of the Mughal Empire, 143]

Lovett. 8. V.—The Sikhs were commanded by a Rajput
convert of Govind's named Banda. [India, 34].

Veni Prasad—......... tadanusar Amrit Sanskar karke, unhon ne
uska nam Bhai Banda rakkha [Guru Gobind Singh, 1923

Sardha Ram. Ik Bairagi Sadh ne Guru Gobind 'Singh te Pahul lei
hoi si. (Sikkhan de Raj di Vitthya).*
also sre  Nand Kishore—Sikkhon ka Uttham aur Pattan, 244.

Radha Mohan Gokalji—Guru Govind Singh, 88-89.

(Continued on page 11).
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Banda Singh,* though throughout his life and
afterwards he was popularly known, and
recorded by historians, by his self-conferred
title of Banda or Banda Bahadur, (Tawarikh
Gurn Khalsa, 2164) In an instant he
was a changed man. He was now no
longer an  ascetic Bairagi. He had

“become a full-fleged Sikh—a saint-warrior
disciple of Guru Gobind Singh—a member of
the Khalsa brotherhood. His monastry was
in no time dissolved and he followed his
Lord to his camp to prepare for the new
militant mission of his saint-warrior’s life.
Leaves for the Punjab.

Just in those very days Guru Gobind Singh
was stabbed by a Pathan of Sirhind, deputed
in all probability by Wazir Khan, the faujdar
of that place, for it was he who had to suffer
the most if the negotiations between the
Guru and the Emperor were to reach a sue-

Surendra Sharma—Guru Govind Singh, 85-86.

Besides these, there are many more ecarly and contemporary
authoritics who, without any exception, mention Banda as ‘the
8ikh,’ ‘ chosen disciple,” * disciple,” * follower’ and ‘ devoted follower ’
of Guru Govind Singh.

[See Harisi, Kamwar, Mohammad, Qalandar, Qasim, Surmon
and Stephenson, Malcolm, Thornton, Adams, Crowther, ete.]

* According to Macauliffe and others he was given the name of
Gurbakhsh Singh.
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cessful conclusion. He was the same man
under whose orders the younger sons of the
Guru, when betrayed by a Brahman servant
named (fangu into the hands of the Moham-
madans, were bricked up alive and mercilessly
butchered to death at Sirhind, in the Christ-
mas week of 1704, for their refusal to abjure
the faith of Sikhism and accept that of Islam.
“Of all the instances of cruclty ' says James
Browne, ‘exercised on the propagators of new
doctrines, this is the most barbarous and
outrageous. Defenceless women and children
have usually escaped even from religious
fury. No wonder then, that the vengeance
of the Sikhs was so severe.” (India Tract IL,8).

Banda had by now heard of all this, and
the sight of the Master himself being
treacherously stabbed by a Pathan of Sirhind
touched him poignantly and added fuel to the
fire of his fury against that dreadful city
and its murderous governor. His blood boiled
within him. He waited not for the recovery
of the Guru from the wound and begged to
be allowed to proceed to the PPunjab to accord
a condign punishment to the ruthless perse-
cutors and establish peace and justice in the
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land. The Guru acceded to the request and
entrusted the military command of his people

to the charge of ‘his chosen disciple’ Banda,

and commissioned him, as an accredited

soldier of the Khalsa, to protect the poor and
helpless and ‘ to smite the oppressors.’

Before his departure for the Punjab, the
Guru called him to his side, gave him the
title of * Bahadur * and five arrows from his
own quiver as ‘pledge and token of victory.’
A council of five pyaras, consisting of Binod
Singh, Kahan Singh. Baj Singh, Daya Singh
and Ramn Singh was appointed to assist him,
and some twenty other Singhs, were told oft to
accompany him to the theatre of their future
warlike activities. A Nishan Sahid and a
Nagara, or a flag and a drumm were bestowed
upon him as emblems of temporal authority.
The secret of his success lay, he was told, in
personal purity and chastity and in the propi-
tiation of the Khalsa, who were to be regarded
as his (Guru’s) very self.

Thus raised to the position of a ‘ Com-
mander of the forces of the Khalsa’ and
equipped with the Guru's Hukam-namas or
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letters to the Sikhs all over the country to -
join in his expeditions, Banda Bahadur left
for the Punjab.

Is joined by the Sikhs.

In a few months, he arrived on the fron-
tier of Dclhi province. Here he slackened his
speed and moved very leisurely and cautious-
ly. For want of men, money and ammunition
he was not yet prepared for a collision with
the government. For some time he stayed near
the villages of Sehri and I[{handa in the Parga-
nah of Kharkauda. Fromn here he despatched
the Guru’s letters to the Sikhs calling
upon them to join with him in uprooting the
tyrannous rule of the intolerant Moghal and
in punishing Faujdar Wazir Khan of Sarhind
and his Hindu Peshkar Sucha Nand (called
Sachidanand in Qasim’s Zbratnama), who had
so cruely butcherd the sons of Guru Gobind
Singh. His Sikh companions from Nanded,
as well, wrote a large number of letters to the
leading Sikhs telling them that Banda Singh
had been deputed by the Guru himsalf and it
behoved every true Sikh to fall in under his
banner.
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There was astir among the Sikhs and they
flocked to him from all quarters. DBhai
Fateh Singh, a descendant of Bhai Bhagtu,
ICaram Singh and Dharam Singh of Bhai
Rupa. and Nigahia Singh and Chuhar Singh
were among the first leading persons who
joined him with men and money. Ali Singh
and Mali Singh with other Sikhs of Salaudi
were the next to follow. And, ‘later on his suc-
cesses drew fo his standard the whole body
of the Sicque nation. ( Forster’s Travels © 233 ).
Chowdhris Ram Singh and Tilok Singh of the
Phoolkean likerally contributed to his re-
sources and rendered every possible asistance
in the accomplishment of his mission.

Sachs Samana, Kapuri and Sadhaura.

In a few months he found himself at thke
head of a considerable force of Sikhs with
whony he marched upon the town of Samana
which rankled in their hearts as the residence
of Sayved Jalal-ul-din, the executioner of
CGuru Tegh Bahadur, and of Shashal Beg and
Bashal Beg whohad volunteered to decapitate
the Guru's sons. Karly on the morning of the
26th November. 1709, Banda. Singh and his
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men suddenly rushed upon the town from a’
distance of about ten kosand, before night fall,
its palatial buildings were a heap of ruins.
About ten thousand lives are said to have
been lost in the pillage and animmense booty
fell into the hands of the Sikhs.

Passing through Ghuram, Thaska, Shah-
abad and Mustafabad, which all fell before
him  f{without much  resistance. he
attacked the town of Kapuri. Its Fauj-
dar Kadam-ud-din was a moral-wreck of the
worst, type and stories of his profligacy are
still, after the elapse of over two centuries
and a quarter, current in Kapuri and its
neighbourhood. There was hardly a hand-
some Hindu woman there, whose chastity had
not been attacked by this depraved ruler.
His sowars prowled over the territory, way-
laying Hindu marriage parties and snatching
away young brides, and thus Kadam-ud-din
was a terror to the non-muslims of the illaqa.
This wasmore than what a Sikh could tolerate.
Banda Singh, therefore, decided to attend to
no other business till he had chastised him.
He attacked Kapuri, set fire to the strong-
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holds of Kadam-ud-din’s debauchries and scat-
tered his immoralising wealth to the four winds.

He next turned his attention to Sadhaura
which was a notorious centre of oppression.
The Hindus of this place were not allowed to
burn their dead. Osman Khan, the ruler
of the place, was a great bigot and he had
tortured to death the great Muslim saint
Sayyed Badar-ud-din Shah, popularly known
as Budhu Shah, simply because of his having
helped Guru Gobind Singh in the battle of
Bhangani. In the attack it was mostly the
local infuriated peasantry, inspired by a spirit
of revenge, that worked havoe, and indis-
criminately massacred the refugees in the
Haveli of Shah Badar-ud-din.

It may be mentioned here that Banda
Bahadur was following this circuitous route
so that the Sikhs from Deaba and Majha,
whose passage across the Sutlej had been
blocked by Sher Mohammad Khan of Maler
Kotla, could join his force before his attack
upon Sirhind. While he occupied Chhat, the
Sikhs from the north defeated the Maler Kotla
contingent near Ropar and joined their
brethren between Kharar and Banur on the
Ambala— Roper Road.
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Conquers and Occupies Sirhind.

Preparations for the attack upon Sirhind
were in progress when a Hindu Officer of
Sirhind—a nephew of Peshkar Sucha Nand—
appeared in the Sikh camp with a thousand
men to play the part of a traitor. Banda
Singh believed his false story of desertion
from Sirhind and allowed him to join the
camp. In addition to the Sikhs, who looked
towards the happy prospect of a holy war
against the condemned city and its governor,
a large number of plunderers joined the Sikhs
to prey upon the countless riches that were
supposed to have been amassed in the city
during many centuries. Wazir I{han came
out to meet them with a large force and an
innumerable host of Muslim crusaders. The
battle was fought on the plain of Chappar-
Chiri on the 24th Rabi-ul-Awwal, 1122 A.H.
(22nd May, 1710, N.S). The plunderers and the
Hindu officer were the first to take flight. It
was feared that this would cause confusion
in the Sikh ranks, but the position was soon
brought under control when Banda Singh
came forward to lead his men on to a bold
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attack. Wazir Khan fell under the sword of
Fateh Singh and the battle was won. The
city was entered and occupiecd on the 26th
Rabi-ul-Awwal, 1122 (24th May, 1710).

The Ram Raya Masands of Ghudani
were the next to be punished for the insult of
a Sikh musician Bulaka Singh. At Maler Kotla
the grave of Bibi Anoop Kaur was dug out
and her remains were cremated according to
Sikh rites. She had been forcibly carried away
by Sher Mohd. I{han from Sirsa in December,
1704, and buried in a grave aftershe had com-
mitted suicide to save herhonour.The town was
however spared, for Sher Mohammad had
appealed for mercy for the sonsof Guru
Gobind Singh at the time of their execution at
Sirhind. However insignificant may be the
favour done by any one towards a Sikh, his
sense of gratitude is too strong for any feeling
of revenge and he would readily forget and
forgive the worst of his enemies. It was
under this sense of gratitude that the Sikhs
never raised even their little finger against
the town of Maler Kotla, although the whole
of its neighbourhood was trampled under their
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horses’ hoofs and more than once the city of
Sirhind was sacked and its magnificent
buildings converted into heaps of ruins.

Rai Kot and other places of importance
offered mno resistance and the whole of the
province of Sirhind thus fell into the hands
of Banda Singh. Baj Singh, his companion
from Nanded, was appointed the Subehdar
of Sirhind, with Ali Singh as his Naib ; Fateh
Singh was confirmed in his appointment at
Samana, and Ram Singh and Binod Singh
were given the joint charge of Thanesar and
the swrrounding territory. )

‘In all the Parganas occupied by the
Sikhs, the reversal. says Irvine, ‘of the
previous customs was striking and complete.
A low scavanger or leather dresser, the
lowest of the low in Indian estimation had
only to leave home and join the Guru (refer-
ring to Banda Singh), when in a shorttime
he would return to his birth-place as its ruler,
with his order of appointment in his hand.
As soon as he set foot within the boundaries,
the well-born and wealthy went out to greet
him and escort him home. Arrived there, they
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stood before him with joined palins, awaiting
his orders.. Not a soul dared to disobey
an order, and men. who had often risked
themselves in batte-fields, became so cowed
that they were afraid even to remonstrate.
Hindus who had not joined the sect were not
exempt from these.’

Converts Hindus and Muslims into Sikhs.

While at Sirhind and other places.
Banda Singh converted many a Hindu and
Mohammadan to the faith of Sikhism. ‘The
authority of that sect (of the Sikhs) extended
to such an extent' wrote Yar Mohammad
Qalandar, the then Subehdar of Shah Jahan-
abad, in June 1710. ‘that many Hindus and
Mobammadans, finding no alternative other
than obedience and submission to them,
adopted their faith and manners. And their
chief  ‘Banda’.. .captivated the hearts
of all towards his inclinations, and, whether a
Hindu or a Mohammadan, whosoever came
in contact with him, he (Banda Singh) con-
ferred upon him the title of Singh—baptized
him into the Sikh  faith. Accordingly
Dindar  Khan, a powerful ruler of the
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neighbourhood, was named Dindar Singh.
and Mir Nasir-ud-Din, the newswriter of
Sirhind, became Mir Nasir Singh. In the
same way, a large number of Mohammadans
abandoned Islamm and followed the misguided
path (of Sikhism), and took solemn oaths and
firm pledges to stand by him, [Dastur-ul-Insha,
6b ; and Rugat-i-Amin-ud-Dawla, 5b-6a.]

At his Capital.

With the establishment of his power,
Banda Singh assumed something of regal
state. He repaired the old Imperial fort of
Mukhlispur, occupied by him at the time of
his conquest of Sadhaura, gave it the name
of Lohgarh and established his capital there.
He had become a king all but in name. He
had conquered many a territory and governed
it through his deputies. He commanded alarge
army of devoted followers and had a capital
and palaces to live in. He now struck a coin
in the name of his Saviours Gurus Nanak-
Gobind Singh with the Persian inseription:

sl u{'/l'é’ ? L »/_-_4:;;
- S Bt 3 P
LU f ST

Sikka zad bar har do alam fegh-i-Nanak  wahib ast
Fatel. Gobind Singh Shah-i-Shahan Fazal-i-Sacha Sahib ast.
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‘Struck coin in the two worlds, by the grace
of the true Lord, victory to Gobind Singh, the
King of Kings: the sword of Nanak is the gran-
ter of desires.” On the reverse were the words :

5'{!?&9':—_-?%&,@24:0;': s

Zarb ba aman-ud-dahar, maswrat shakar,
Zinat-ut-takht-i-mubarak-bakht.

‘Coined at the Refuge of the world,
Model (painting) of city, the Ornament of the
Fortunate Throne.’ |[[jad-Farrukhsiyar Nama ;
Hadigat-ul-Aqalim, 148 ]. These were the
titles and epithets assigned by him to Loh-
garh. just as each imperial city had its
appropriate honorific name.

He also introduced an official seal for his
Hukamnamas and farmans or letters and
orders. [t bore the inscription :

uﬁgé/i:g’vg'-vf;
Fr did Loy

Deg Tegh o Fateh Nusrat-i-bedirang,
Yaft az Nanak Guru Gobind Singh

‘Kettle (the means to feed the poor),
Sword (the power to protect the weak and
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helpless), Victory and Unhesitating Patro
nage (are) obtained from Nanak Guru Govind
Singh. [Ijad-Farrukh Siyar namad.]

Like the Sann-i-Jalus (the ycar of thereign)
of the Moghul Emperors, he introduced his own
Sammal or year commencing with his victory at
Sirhind. | Hukamnama to the Sikhs of Jaunpur.|

In matters religious, the greatest innova-
tion ascirbed to him had rather been
introduced by some of the Sikhs themselves.
‘ He always declared himself to be Banda
or slave of the Guru. It were some of the

Sikhs  who took him to be the Guru
and followed him as such. [Risala-i-Sahib
Numa Chahar Gulshan-i- Punjab, 188.]

His coin and seal are the living monu-
ments of his unflinching devotion to Gurus
Nanak-Govind Singh whom be claimed to
be his guiding angels and from whom he
proclaimed to have obtained all his 7'egh and
Deg, Power and Prosperity. In his letters to
the Sikh Sangats he is mentioned as Sacha
Sahib  (not as  Sacha Padshah or Guruw),
exactly in the same sense as the present
Maharajas of Indian states are mentioned in
their farmans as Hazoor Mabadaulal. 1t



may also be mentioned here that there is
absolutely nothing in contemporary or earlier
records to show that there were ever any
negotiations carried on between Kmperor
Farrukh Siyar and Mata Sundri, or that any
conflict ever took place between Banda
Singh and Mata Sundri or the KKhalsa. There
is no denying the fact, however. that he in-
troduced a new war-cry ‘Fateh Darshan,” and
that it was rejected by the Khalsa in favour
of the old salutation ‘Wahigurw ji ki Fateh.
Invades the Gangetic Doab.

The tide of religious zeal and victory
bore Banda Singh and his warrior Sikhs
across the rubicon of Jumna at Raj-
-ghat and they marched upon and occupied
the town of Saharanpore. Behat was the
next to be sacked and mnone of its Pirzadas
escaped except one who was providentially
absent in  Buland Shahar. ‘ These victims’
according to G.R.C. Williams, ¢ were solemnly
executed after conviction on the capital
charge of cow-murder, an offence easily
proved  against them: one which actually
became the subject of prohibitory proclama-
tion under our own Government before we
knew our strength.” [Cal. Rev.. LX. 23]



On the 25th Jamadi-ul-Awwal, 1122 (July
1710), Banda Singh arrived at Nanauta, where
crowds of needy Gujjars, styling them-
selves Nanak-prast, or the worshippers of
Guru Nanak, inflated the ranks of the inva-
ding Sikhs, and wiped out their old scores
with the Sheikhzadas, three hundied of
whom fell dead in the cowrtyard of Moham-
mad Afzal alone. Since then the town has
earned the significant title of Phoota Shahr,
which has completely displaced its original
name in the popular dialect.” [Zafur-ud-Din’s
Diary; Williams,23;Neville-Muzaffarnagar,175. |

At Jalalabad, the Faujdar Jalal Khan
lost very heavily in men, particularly in
Jamal Khan and Pirkhan, his nephews. But
as calls upon the Sikhs from the Punjab were
more urgent, ‘ they raised the siege and went
off to reduce Sultanpore and the Parganah
of Jullundur.!  [Muntakhib-ul-Lubab, ii 657.]
Rising in the Majha and the Haidri Flag Crusade.

The victory of Sirhind, as we have seen,
had served as a signal for a general Sikh
rising  throughout the country. They felt
providentially raised to the position of con-
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querors and rulers.  ‘The entire Khalsa from
Majha and other sides collected at Amritsar
and, having censulted and counselled together,
over-ran the territories of the Punjab.” |Risala
Sahib Numa, 159-90|. After the occupation of
Batala and Kalanaur, the main force marched
towards Lahore and carried their arms to the
very walls of the city, while a detachment
of the Sikhs of Sitthala and Butala went as
far as to occupy the town and Pargana of
Pathankot. [Pr. P. Prakash, 117].

Sayyved Aslam Ihan. the Subebdar of
Lahorve, was seized with terror. He dared not
oppose the Sikhs in an open fight. The Mullas,
therefore, took the lead. They appealed to the
sentiments of the Mohammadans and pro-
claimed a Haidri Flag Jehad against the
Sikhs.  The Sikhs slowly retired from Qila
Bhagwant Rai and Kotla Begam and inflicted
s0 heavy a defeat upon the Muslim crusaders
at the village of Bheelowal, that. excepting
Lahove proper, practically the whole of Majha
and Riarki fell inco their hands. [Mohd, Qasim-
Ibrat Nama: Risala Sahib Numa, 190-92:
Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, 79-S0.|
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Rising in the Jullundur Doab.

Being on the border of the province of
Sirhind, Doaba Bist Jullundur was the first to
be electrified with the spiris of rising and
independence. Following the footsteps ot
their brethren in the south, the Sikhs of this
ilaga, as well, embarked on a career of con-
quest. They turned out the Mughal officials
and appointed their own Techsildars and
Thanedars in their places.

Encouraged by their pretty successes.they
addressed a letter to Faujdar Shamas IKhan,
in the form of a Parwana, and called upon him
to submit. With alarge army, and an innumer-
able host of Muslim crusaders, consisting most-
ly of Julahas, Shamas Khan came out to meet
the Sikhs. Theyretired upon the fort of Rahon,
which had been previouly occupied by them.
The fort was invested for several days, and,
as the number of the besiegers was too large
to be thinned or driven away by small sorties,
the Sikhs turned to tactics peculiar to them-
selves, and in the darkness of night slipped
away from their entrenchments. The follow-
ing morning, finding that Shamas Khan had
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left for his capital at Sultanpur, a thousand
Sikhs rushed upon and attacked the garrison,
placed by Shamas Khan in the fort of Rahon,
drove them out and re-established them-
selves therein. This happened on the 20th
Shaban, 1132 [12th October, 1710}.

Bahadur Shah’s Expedition—Escape of Banda.

In addition to their successes to the east
of the Jumna and the north of the Sutlej, the
Sikhs had, by the middle of September, 1710,
become supreme from Machhiwara to Karnal,
and, according to Iradat Khan, ‘there was no
nobleman daring enough to march from
Delhi against them. “If Bahadur Shah
had not quitted the Deccan which he did
in 1710, there is every reason to think, says
Malcolm, ‘the whole of Hindostan would have
been subdued by these...... (Sikh) invaders.
[Sketch, 99.]

On receipt of the alarming mnews of
the Sikh conquests in the Punjab, Bahadur
Shah called upon the Subehdars of Delhi and
Oudh, Faujdars and Nazims of Moradabad
and Allahabad, and Sayyeds of Barha to
march towards the Punjab. On the [3th
December, 1710, he arrived at Sadhaura
near Lohgarh, accompanied by his sons,
the imperial and provincial forces, and the
contingents of Odet Singh Bundela, Chattar-
sal Bundela and Chauraman Jat. Lohgarh
was invested and the besieged were reduced



to extremitics for want of food and fodder.
The last faint hope left to them was the
desparate chance of cutting through the
enemy. One Gulab Singh, ‘a Hindu con-
vert, resolved to sacrifice his life for the
good of his religion, dressed himself in the
garments of Banda Singh and seated himselt
in his place. ~And. Banda Singh made a
determined sally on the night of 10th-11th
December, 1710, and breaking through the
royal lines made oftf to the mountains of
Barfi Raja (of Nahan). |[Kamwar IXhan, 154 a:
Khafi Khan, ii 673|.

Bahadur Shal was very much perturbed
over the escape of the Sikh chief; ‘an iron
cage, says Whati Khan, ‘became the- lot of
Barfi Raja (Bhup Parkash) and of the Sikh.
who so devotedly sacrificed himself for his
Gury, for they were placed in it, and were
sent to the fort of Delbi’ [Elliott, VII, 425],
and the Empercr himself leisurely marched
off to Liahore, where lhe died on the night of
29th December, 1712 (N. S))

His power re-established.

The period of stiruggle for the Imperial
throne and the disturbed state of affairs at
Delhi, from February 1712 to the simmer of
1713, when Abdul Samad Khan laid siege to
Sadhaura, was very favourable for the ve-
establishiment of the Sikh power. Banda Singh
had appeared in the neighbourhood of Raipur
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and Bahrampore, killed Shamas Khan and had
mortally wounded his nephew Bayzeed I<han.
They had taken hold of the parganahsof Batala
and Kalanaur before the arrival of Bahadur
Shah at Lahore and had pushed as far as
Pasrur. Sadhaura was taken soon after,
and Lohgarh once more enjoyed the dignity
of a capital. Many of the Hill states were
reduced to subjection and their rulers paid
tribute into the Sikh treasury. But all this
was destined to be of a very short duration
and was rolled up with the siege and fall of
Gurdaspur.

Siege and fall of Gurdaspur.

Abdul Samad Khan Diler-i-Jang was
appointed the Subehdar of l.ahore on 22nd
Kebruary, 1713, with orders to exterminate
the Sikhs. But he could not accomplish much
till a sharp rebuke was administered to him
by the Emperor on 20th March, 1715, and
Qamur-ud-Din  Khan son of Mohd. Amin
Khan, Afrasyab Khan, the third Balkhshi,
Muzatfar Khan, Raja Gopal Singh Bha-
dauriya, Udait Singh Bundela and many
other Muslim and Hindu nobles were sent
to reinforce him. [Kamwar-Tazkira, 176Gb].

Banda Singh and the Sikhs were besieged
in a small fortress at Gurdaspore,‘where they
performed prodigies of valour. So bold and
indomitable were the Guru’'s followers, that
they impressed their adversaries with the
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greatest respeet for their fighting qualities.
It was feared that the garrison might, by a
sortie en masse and by sacrificing themselves,
secure the escape of their leader, (Banda
Singh). [Khafi Khan, ii 763-4; Irine 314.]
But their close confinement for eight long
months exhausted their provisions, ‘not a
grain being left in their storehouse,” and they
were reduced to great extremities. ‘The
Sikhs were not strict observers of caste, they
slaughtered oxen and other animals and. not
having any firewood, ate the flesh raw. Many
died of dysentery and privation...... when all
the grass was gone, they gathered the leaves
from trees. When these were consumed,
they stripped the bark and broke off the
small shoots, dried them. ground them down
and used them instead of tlour, thus keeping
the body and soul together. They also
collected the bones of animals and used them
in the same way. Some say that they saw a
few Sikhs cut flesh from their thighs, roast it
and eat it  [Qasim-Ibrat Nama, Khafi Khan
1763 Irvine, 1 525, Miftah-ut-Tawarikh, 398 ;
Cunningham, 93|. * Inspite of all this, the in-
fernal Sikh chief and his men * says Kamwar
Khan, ‘ withstood all the military force that
the great Sallanet-i-Mughlia could muster
against them for cight months.’

At last on the 17th December, 1715 (N.S.),
the fort of Gurdaspur fell into the hands of
the besiegers and every one found in it, in-



cluding Banda Singh, was made prisoner. The
Imperial force fell upon the half-dead Sikhs
like hungry wolves and some two or three
hundred of them were bound hand and foot
and execuated, under the Nawab’s orders.
Their dead bodies were ripped open in search
of eold coins supposed to have been
swallowed by them, and their heads were
then filled with straw and mounted on spears.
About 740 of the Sikh prisoners were at first
taken to and  paraded in  the streets of
Lahore, and were then sent to Delhi under
the escort of Zakeriya Khan, =on of Abdul
Samad Khan. | Bahar-ul-Mawaj, 228a; Kamwar,
Tozlerah ; Irvine, 1 316].

Massacre of the Sikhs at Delhi.

On Thursday, the 17th Rabi-ul-Awwal,
1123 (27th February, 1716, O. S.), the Sikh
prisoners were conducted to the city of Delhi.
The ceremonial on this ocecasion was copied
from that observed after the capture of the
Maratha Sambhaji. * First came the heads
of (two thousand) executed Sikhs, stutfed
with straw and struck on bamboos, their long
hair streaming in the wind like a veil.’ Banda
Singh hunsclf came next, scated in an iron
cage, placed upon an olcplmnt and dressed.
out 01 mockery, in a gold embroidered red
turban and a robe of gold brocade, a mail-
clad officer standing behind him with a
drawn sword. After him came 740 Sikh
prisoners in sheep-skin dresses and foolscaps,
tied two and two upon saddle-less camels,
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with one of their hands pinned to their necks
between two pieces of wood. Nothing could
rob the brave disciples of Guru Govind Singh
of their natural diginity and they bore all the
insults and abuses of their enemies with per-
fect equanimity, without any sign of fear or
dejection. They rode on calm and cheerful,
singing their sacred hymns, ‘anxious to die
the death of martyrs.” |Harisi-Zbratnama;
Tarikh i-Iradat Khan?, ete.|

By Farrukh Siyar’s orders, Banda Singh,
Baj Singh, Bhai Fateh Singh and a few other
chief men were sent to the Tripolia prison,
while the remaining 694 were made over to
Sarbrah Khan Kotwal for execution. )

The butcher's work began on the 22nd
Rabi-ul-Awwal, 1128 (5th March, 1716, 0. S.)
and, one hundred of the Sikhs were executed
every day at the Police Chabufra. After
their decapitation, their bodies were thrown
into a heap and at night they were taken out
of the city in carts and hung up on the trees.
Life was offered to any one who would re-
nounce his faith, ‘but to the last,” wrote
Surmon and Stephenson, in their letterof the
10th March, 1716, ‘it has not been found that
one apostatized from the new formed religion’
of Sikhism. The Sikhs welcomed death with
cheerful faces, and, with the words ‘ Wahiguri!
Wahiguru! on their lips, they joyfully gave up
their lives. [Risala Sahib Numa, 197.] And, at
the time of suffering their constancy was
wonderful to look at, and ‘ Me Deliverer! Kill
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me first!!’ was the joyful prayerthat constant-
ly rang in the cars of the executioner. |Mana-
wwar-ul-Kalam,f 10; Wheeler—Farly Records,
180; Irvine, 318].

The story of a Sikh Youth.

Among these was a Sikh youth whose
widowed mother obtained the order of his
release through Sayyid Abdulla IXhan saying
that her son was only a prisoner in the
hands of the Sikhs and was not a follower of
the Guru. But the boy refused to be released.
says Khati Khan, and loudly cried out: ‘ My
motheris a liar. I am heart and soul the
Guru’s  follower. Send me quickly after my
companions.” With these words, he bowed his
head before the executioner and met his death
‘with unshaken devotion to the Guru.

The Martyrdom of Banda Singh.

The fate reserved for Banda Singh is too
excruciating to be described. On Sunday, the
209th Jamadi-ul-Akhar, 1128 (19th June, 1716),
Banda Singh, his son Ajai Singh, Sardar
Baj Singh, Bhai Fateh Singh and a few
others were led out of the fort under the
escort of Tbrahim IKhan Mir Atish, and Sar-
barah IXhan Kotwal. The Sikh chief laden
with fetters was dressed inagold-embroidered
red turban and a robe of gold brocade, as on
the day of his tirst entry, and was taken on an
elephant through the streets of the old city to
the tomb of Khwaja Qutub-ud-Din Bakhtiyar
Kaki, at the Qutub Minar, where, to add
insult to injury, lie was paraded round the
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tomb of the late Emperor Bahadur Shah. *

After he had been dismounted and seated
on the ground, Banda Singh was offered the
usual choice between Islam and death. But
the ‘ chosen disciple of Guru Gobind Singh,’
as Tarikh-i-Muzaffari calls him, preferred to
lay his life like a devoted follower than to
abjurethe faith of Sikhism * to save his muddy
vesture of decay.” His young son, Ajai Singh,
about four years old, was then placed in his
arms and he was told to take the boy's life.
But, can a father kill his own suckling child ?
The executioner hacked the child to pieces
with a long knife, dragged out its quivering
heart and thrust it into the mouth of his
father. -

His own turn came next. First of all his
right eye wasremoved by the butcher’s knife,
his left foot was cut off next, then his two
hands were severed from his body, his flesh was
then torn with red hot pincers, and finally he
was decapitated and hacked to pieces limb by-
limb. Banda Singh stood calm and serene
amidst these tortures, completely resigned to
the Will of God and the Guru, and died with
unshaken constancy, ‘ glorying,” says Klphins-
tone ‘in having been raised up by God to be a
scourge to the inequities and oppressions of the
age.” [[radat Khan, 145; Mohd.-Tabsiral-un-
Nazerin, 187a; Havisi-/, bfr(ct}z(una, 62b; Kamwar-
Tazkerah, 179b-180a; Wilson-Annals, XIiii;
Jping i 318-9). £
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