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Publisher's Note " 1. |

Unfortunetely  Fana Sangh lost "its ‘thiree, illustrious
Presidents under tragic ~circumsfances.. None of them
could live full spanwof. life.. Circumstances leading to
death of Dr. Mookerji and murder of Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyaya are yet shfouded in mystry. Acharya
Raghuvira met his death in a car accident near Kanpur.
What has made the loss more poignant for Jana Sangh
workers is that none of them could even enjoy full term
of presidentship. Their brilliant presidential addresses,
delivered at New Delhi, Bhopal and Calicut happen to
mark three important stages of the party’s birth, growth
and influence. We hope that the three addresses would
provide a penctrating study of the Jana Sangh approach
to various questions.



Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Birth :

Demise :
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Birth :

Demise :

pt. Deendayal UPadhyaya

Birth :
Demise :

7th July, 1901
23rd June, 1953
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12th September 1916
11th February, 1968



Presidential Address of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
at the First Convention of All India Bharatiya Jana
Sangh, held in Delhi on 2Ist October, 1951,






1 rise to welcome you all to this historic Convention
which meets at a momentous period in the history of
India. I am well aware of the fact that the task ahead of
us is a difficult one. We have many obstacles to struggle
against and have to face powerful opposition. What,
however, must hold us together is an unflinching faith in
the great cause that our Party claims to serve and a clear
appreciation of the objectives, we have set before us. I
am confident that if we all proceed unitedly with undaunted
courage and vigour, not deviating from the right path,
keeping to service of the people and the advancement of
the honour and dignity of our beloved motherland as the

principal aim before us, we are bound ultimately to attain
success.

Let me make it clear at the outset that Bharatiya Jana
Sangh is not coming into existence merely to fight the
forthcoming general elections. The elections have no
doubt an importance of their own and wherever circum-
stances allow, we will put up our candidates. The elections
will mainly help us in carrying to the masses our ideology
and in laying a firmer foundation for developing our Party
on an All India basis. Whatever may bz the result of the
elections, our Party must however continue to function
thereafter carrying a message of hope and goodwill to all
classes of people and trying to draw out from them their
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best efforts in re-building a happier and more prosperous
Free India.

Four years have passed since the attainment of political
independence and it is admitted on all hands that the
country today is in a much worse condition, the distress
and sufferings of the people are much deeper, than in the
pre-independence days. If we take a detached view of the
present situation, we will realise that while certain world
events may be partially responsible for economic depres-
sion in India, the main reason for the present state of
affairs is the failure of Government in dealing with the
essential problems facing the country in a manner which
would have advanced the welfare of the masses. Today
the country is in the grip of deep-rooted discontent and
frustration and the faith of the people in the capacity of
Government to run the administration smoothly, impar-
tially and efficiently has been rudely shaken. Black-
marketing, profiteering and corruption have demoralised
our society. Instead of attempting genuinely to appreciate
the basic causes of this nation-wide discontent and to
remove them with the co-operation of the people,
Government have been singularly intolerant of criticisms

and have often tried to suppress the legitimate expression
of free public opinion.

It is indeed strange that the Congress which started
with an enormous fund of goodwill four years ago has
today lost the willing support of large sections of the
public and has to keep itself in power by dubious means.
One of the chief reasons for the manifestation of dictator-
ship in Congress rule is the absence of well-organised
opposition parties which alone can actas a healthy check
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on the majority party and can hold out before the country
the prospect of an alternative Government.

The Bharatiya Jana Sangh, therefore, emerges today as
an All India Political Party which will function as the
principal party in opposition. It does not mean that it
will hesitate to take upon itself the reins of administration
should it succeed in winning the confidence of the majority
of the electorate, but where this is not possible, it will
remain in opposition, whether inside or outside the
legislature. Opposition does not mean senseless or
destructive approach to all problems that confront a
responsible Government. While, therefore, we may have to
attack or criticise official measures or acts, our aim will be
to approach all problems in a constructive spirit so that
we may keep the public vigilant and make our humble
contribution in developing a real democratic structure for
the sound administration of our country.

The programme of the Party will be settled in detail
after consultation with the representatives who have
assembled at this Convention. Our Party, however, has
been functioning in the provincial sphere in different parts
of India for the last few months and the main trends of its
programme are already known.

We have thrown open our Party to all citizens of
Bharat irrespective of caste, creed or community. While
we recognise that in matters of custom, habits, religion
and language, Bharat presents a unique diversity, the
people must be united by a bond of fellowship and under-
standing inspired by deep devotion and loyalty to the
spirit of a common motherland. BHARAT today is
divided by many conflicting slogans based on caste, or
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class or provincial ideology. Our party will strive to work
for that unity in diversity which has been the key-note of
Bharat’s culture and civilisation. This task of making
the foundation of Bharatiya nationhood deeper and
stronger is not an easy one.

While it will be dangerous to cncourage the growth of
political minorities based on caste and religion, it is
obviously the duty of the vast majority of Bhdrat’s
population to assure all classes of people who are truly
loyal to their motherland, that they will be entitled to
full protection under the law and to complete equality of
treatment in all matters, social, economic and political.
Our party gives this assurance unreservedly. We do
recognize that there are large sections of Bharatiya people
who are today backward and down-trodden. Full oppor-
tunity must be given to them so that their social and
cconomic status may become higher and they may func-

tion as worthy participants with their mere fortunate
brethren in building up a new Bharat.

The Congress in ijtg anxiety to maintain the secular
character of Bharat has continued a suicidal policy of
appeasement of Muslims and some of its leaders, specially
the Prime 'Ministcr, take specia] dehght in outraging
Hindu feelings and sentiments, and sometimes attacking
Sikhs also. One may remain a good Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Flhristian or even a Muslim and ;/ct be a
staunch Indian devoted to the highest national cause.
Our party firmly believes that the future of Bharat lies in

- the Proper appreciation of Bharatiya Sanskriti and Mar-
y({(/ﬂ- Natura“y’ the growth of Bharuliya Culture and
Civilization has been due to many factors arising out of
clashes and conflicts, harmony and synthesis between
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different idcologies, both native and foreign. In this great
drama extending over thousands of years, empires and
dynasties rose and fell and many a personality worthily
played their part. Let ail true sons and daughters of
India—Hindu, Sikh, Christian, Muslim and Buddhist—
pride themselves in the thought that the heritage that has
come to us from ancient days is something noble and
enduring, that it must not be allowed to stagnate and
degenerate and that free India’s future must be closely
linked up with Bharatiya ideals, which must if necessary
undergo changes from time to time so as to make them
respond to the nceds of modern and scientific age. This
must he suitably reflected in our system of national educa-
tion. While we, therefore, aim at establishing a Dharma
Rajya, or a Rule of Law, we only abide by the highest
wradition of Bharatiya Sanskriti, that binds all people
together in tics of real amity and fraternity.

The most acute problem facing Bharat today
relates to the deteriorating economic condition of her
people. Our party has laid great stress on the solution
of the basic problems of food and cloth. and checking
rising prices of essential commoditics. Since t.hey are
closely related to improved agriculture and extensive lang-
reform, our party has stressed the need for adopting 5
progressive attitude in relation thereto. We realise that
this is not an easy task and it cannot succeed unless we
can rouse the spontancous enthusiasm of the vast multj.
tude of primary producers. Our party recognises the
need for an integrated scheme of development of large
medium and small scale industries. The growing menace
of unemployment can be tackled only through this
means, We stand for a well-planned decentraliseq
national economic plan. There is much in the Sarvodaya
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scheme of economic planning which can be fruitfully
adopted in raising the standard of living of the common
people, avoiding the harmful effects of large scale indus-
trial expansion. Our party is against concentration of
economic power in the hands of small groups and cartels.
Sanctity of private property will be observed and private
enterprise will be given a fair and adequate play, subject
to national welfare. State ownership and State control
will be exercised when found necessary in public interest
but progress in this regard must be actuated by conside-
ration of efficiency and general welfare. The party will
stand for progressive decontrol. Social and economic
exploitation must be checked, distribution must be fair
and equitable and an atmosphere created so that all may
jointly work for increased production. Rehabilitation of
refugees is a vast problem involving adjustment of social
and economic conditions of an unprecedented magnitude

and must be undertaken with greater vigour and
sympathy.

Regarding foreign policy, our party believes that it
should be more realistic, the primary consideration being
the adv'ancement of the cause of our own country and
the maintenance of peace and goodwill in international
Sphe.re: We b.elieve in democracy and in the maintenance
O,f civil liberties. We are against totalitarianism of any
kind whatsoever. e recognise that every nation must
have the liberty to shape its national policy and attitude
towards life according to the genius and traditions of the
eople themsel\fes. Bharat’s message to the world has
beeﬂ'“",’ doctrine of «Ljve and let Live. So long as
India’s right to determine her own pattern is not interfered
with, there is no reagon why we should not maintain
friendly relations witp all other countries. Bharat’s conti-
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nuance in the British Commonwealth is a matter which
has to be re-examined with great care. We frankly
recognize that we have gained very little by continuing to
function within the Commonwealth. On the other hand
in our dealings with Pakistan we have been struck by a
strange policy of partiality towards that country observed
by Great Britain. This may be due partially to faulty
propaganda of our Government. Our party has no grudge
against the people of Britain as such. If Bharat comes out
of the Commonwealth she will still continue to maintain
friendly relations with U. K. and other Commonwealth

countries, subject to her receiving equal treatment at
their hands.

We have very definite views regarding Pakistan. We
hold the opinion that partition of Bharat was a tragic
folly. It has served no purpose and has not helped to
solve any problem, economic, political or communal. The
manner in which the minorities have been and are still
being treated in Pakistan proves conclusively that the
agreement that minorities would be protected in both
countries, has been flagrantly violated. We believe in the
goal of a reunited Bharat. We would like it to bej achieved
through peaceful means and through the feahsz%tion by
the people of both countries that such re-union will be of
benefit to the masses and will make the country a rea]
bulwark of peace and freedom. So long as .Pakistan
continues, we will urge a policy of strict reciprocity. The
present policy of appeasment followed by the Congresg
Government has weakened India and has.aﬁ'ected her
honour and prestige. This weak-kneed policy has made
Pakistan strong and defiant. There are still about 10
millions of Hindu minority in East Bengal and a very
small number in West Pakistan. Government have failed
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to provide security for them although repeated assurances
were given to this effect. They cannot be allowed to take
shelter under the plea that such people belong to a foreign
country. They never asked for a divided Bharat and they
were given pledges and assurances which are conveniently
ignored today. This is a sin for which there will be no
forgiveness. Similarly, compensation for properties left
by Bharati evacuees in Pakistan still remains to be settled
on an honorurable basis. Our party lays great stress on
the need for a satisfactory solution of these difficult post-
partition problems which the Congress Government
systematically try to shirk. Our approach to these
problems is not at all communal. They are mainly poli-
tical and economic and they have to be settled between
the two countries in a fair and straightforward manner.

Regarding Kashmir our party feels that the case
should be withdrawn from U.N.O. and there should be
no further question of plebiscite. Kashmir is an integral
part of India and should be treated as any other State,
It is indeed tragic that one-third of Kashmir should be in
the hands of the enemy and our Government should be
unable to free the area from foreign occupation inspite of
occasional outbursts of determination to fight any future
penetration,

From what I have stated above it will appear that
our party claims to deal with national and international
problems in a spirit of realism consistent with the honour
and dignity of India. We have been attacked vigorously
by some Spokesmen of other parties specially Mr. Nehru,
the Presxc}ent of the Congress. Since he also happens to
be the Prime Minister of [ndja his utterances naturally
carry great weight. The vigour of his repeated attacks
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has given us added strength and determination. We wil]
not succumb to threats and abuses. Indeed they have
provided us with widespread publicity and for this our
thanks are due to him. Itis open to anyone to criticise
another party’s programme freely and unequivocally but
such criticisms should not amount to misrepresentation of
facts. The main charge against us is that we are a com-
munal party with retrograde ideas. A bare examination of
our programme will convince any right-thinking man that
this is a perversion of truth. The charge of pandering to
communalism really lies at the door of the Congress and
specially against Mr. Nehru himself. Let him coolly
examine his own performances during the last thirty years.
At every step when he and his colleagues had to deal with
the intransigence of Muslim League, they ran away from
the fight and ultimately succumbed to it by dividing their
motherland. Dr. Ambedkar’s recent proposal to partition
Kashmir on the basis of Hindu and Muslim population
has shocked many. We also do not approve of this.
Such concessions do not settle disputes but only create
fresh jumping grounds for Pakistan for making fresh
demands. That was indeed the old Muslim League
technique. But surely this was exactly what Mr. Nehru
and his friends had done withregard to India in 1947. It is
true that some of us supported the partition of Bengal and
Punjab in 1947 but be it recorded that we were forced to
to do so when Bharat division was imminent. We always
wanted to keep these and other Provinces within United
Bharat. When we found that this was not possible due
to the betrayal of the Congress and the pact between itself
and Mulim League supported by an astute British policy,
we were anxious to save as much of these provinces as
possible and keep them within free India. Otherwise
they would have been lost to India in their entirety.
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If Bharat had not been partitioned, there would have
been no occasion to partition these great provinces
whose people have suffered enormously for the sake
of Bharat’s liberation. Having repeatedly sacrificed
Bharatiya nationalism at the altar of Muslim commu-
nalism and even after partition having surrendered to
the whims and howls of Pakistan Government it does
not lie in the mouth of Mr. Nehru to accuse others of
communalism. There is no communalism in Bharat
today except the new policy of Muslim appeasement
which has been started by Mr. Nehru and his friends for
the purpose of winning their votes at the forthcoming
election. We have provincialism and other types of
class or caste differences in the country today. Let us
jointly try to remove these evils so as to lay the founda-
tion for a truly democratic India. The cry of communalism
raised by Mr. Nehru is to sidetrack the real issues now
before the country. The problems before the country today
are clearly related to hunger, to poverty, to exploitation,
to mal-administration, to corruption, to abject surrender
to Pakistan, all being evils for which the main responsi-
bility rests on the Congress and the Government under it.
Mr. Nehru, the Arch-Fascist of India, accuses others of

fascism. Such efforts to hoodwink the public will meet
with miserable failure.

' We firmly believe that the inauguration of this party
will usher in a new era of hope, peace and strength.
Our goal and objective are sound but our success will
depend on the organisation that we can set up and the
confidence that we can create in the minds of the people
themselves. That will take time and much patient labour.
Let us not be completely over-shadowed by the forth-
coming elections. No doubt we will face them boldly and
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appeal to the electorate wherever we can to trust us with
their votes explaining the view-points that we are claiming
to advocate. There is however greater chance of defeating
the Congress at the elections if there is at least electoral
understanding among the principal parties in opposition.
The main basis for such understanding should be popula-
rity and confidence of the voters. The Congress has
collected enormous funds and all sorts of pressures are
being put upon various classes of people for getting their
support for the Congress. It enjoys the powers of
Government today and there is every likelihood that it
will not hesitate to manipulate the official machinery for
winning the elections. From our recent experience in Delhi
elections it is feared that elections may not be free and
fair. The manner in which the official machinery was
utilised for the Delhi session of the Congress also indicates
how Congress and Government have become synonymous
expressions. Such abuse of power creates most unhealthy
precedents. All opposition parties should, therefore,
unite in demanding that the conditions for free and fair
election should be scrupulously observed. Even Delhi
electlons, where the Congress has won, reveal interesting
conclusions. Of the total voters barely 30 percent have
voted for the Congress. Thus the majority of the voters
are anti-Congress. This has been the case in the capital
city of Bharat in spite of feverish and hectic efforts of the
Prime Minister and others to win success for the Congress.
But for the fact that the contestants were too many in
number and in some places Congress gave tickets to non-
Congress independents, the majority of the votes would
have been cast against the Congress and the Congress
would have been ultimately defeated. In any case our
party, although barely two months old, has secured about
24 per cent of the total votes and in many cases the differ-
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ence between the Congress candidates and ours was very
small. This is no small achievement. Our workers must
march ahead in full confidence of the justice of our cause
and the support which we have already received in

different parts of the country.

We enter upon our task with full faith, hope and
courage. Let our workers constantly remember that only
through service and sacrifice will they be able to win the
confidence of masses of the people. The great task of re-
vitalising and re-constructing free Bharat awaits us. The
mother calls her children, irrespective of class, castc or
religion to come to her and serve her. However dark the
present clouds may be, Bharat has a great destiny to fulfil
in the years to come. May our party whose symbol in the
forthcoming election is a humble earthen ‘Pradip’ try to
carry this ‘light of hope and unity, faith and courage’ to
dispel the darkness that surrounds the country. The
journey has just begun. May Providence endow us with
strength and fortitude to remain ever on the right path,
not cowed by fears or tempted by favours, and to help to
make Bharat great and strong, spiritually and materially,
SO that she may become a fit and noble instrument in the
Preservatlon of world peace and prosperity. Jai Bharat !
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Presidential Address of Prof. Dr. Raghu Vira at the
Tenth Session of All India Bharatiya Jana Sangh
held in Bhopal on December 29, 30, 31, 1962.






Friends and Compatriots,

You have honoured me with your faith and confidence
in this sombre hour in the march of our Motherland.
May God give me strength and wisdom to bear the
weight and carry the lamp a little farther.

Our Motherland is our sustenance. #rwr 3yfi: o=t =@
gfusgr:  She is fazgsar the filler of our vacuities, agyri the
repository of our values and valuables, gfdst our base and
foundation, fgtugas golden-breasted, gy strong and
expansive. We pay our homage to Her. Every wee
bit of the mother’s soil is sacred and inalienable. Our
rocks, mountains aud deserts are ours in perpetuity. Let
us re-sing the Vedic song that appeared at the very dawn
of India’s history :

frraasw & gdaaw X fawar= R
.. TAT FERAH

I pour my offerings and take charge of these hills, moun-
tains and desert lands.

M N AEAN AN AN I TN
v OHA FEATAT |

17



I pour my offerings and capture vigour and defiance,
security and armour.

We have gathered here to re-live these wordS', to fof
mulate and conceptualise our policics and attitudes in
accordance therewith.

A Nation Without A Will To Arm

Two views present themselves to us—our own view and
the view that the Chinese have set up. Events on our
side are broadly clear. Before 1947 we did not engage
ourselves with the economies, struggles and military
make-ups of our neighbours. Our total gaze was fixed
on our bondage and its makers, the British, We had
no arms and we had to wriggle out. We found a way of
collecting our armless people and our will to freedom
and lo! the British began to recede. We propounded the
thesis that armless meekness is more powerful than
armed might. There came the Second World War. The
British and their allies were victorious but they could not
save colonialism. Not only India but Burma, Ceylon,
Singapore and Malaya, Cambodia and Vietnam, Laos
and Indonesia, even the unlettered races of the African
bush and desert began to emerge as sovereign States. In
the glow of the pride of our achievement we concluded
that our carefully cultivated relinquishment of physical
prowess and total attachment to what we conceived as
good and right were the sole instruments of our success.
We went farther into believing that somchow our non-
violent methodology lay at the root of the liberation of
other colcnised lands and peoples as well. Non-violence
had become our ideology and our dogma. The echoes
of our joyous acclamations of 15th August, 1947 had
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hardly subsided when Kashmir was invaded by hosts of
marauders who.cried ‘Jehad’ and carried fire and sword,

swecping our rocky ranges and descending as an
avalanche over the valley of Jhelum.

Under the stress of the moment we forgot non-
violence and started farrying our armies and arms
through hourly despathes of aeroplanes. Bullets were
met by bullets. Pakistani troops, who were then about
one-third of our own, could not withstand our superior
forces. The invader began to recede. But as soon as
the stress of the moment was over, our thinking went
back to save our dogma. We halted the forward march.
We argued peace and established a cease-fire line, volun-
tarily giving up one-third of Kashmir to be controlled
and governed by men who had no legal right to it.

Pakistan made frantic efforts to increase her military
power and did so. Indian eyes saw what was happening
but the mind refused to think in any other direction but
that of non-violence. Hence the eyes saw but there was
no concern or worry, no thought of the future.

A Chain Of External Defence Posts

The British colonialists were men with a global over-
view. As they developed their interests in India they
arranged for her defence. They established military posts
and approach lines far beyond India’s frontiers. The first
post was Gibraltar. Without the control of Gibraltar
the British army would have to circumnavigate the con-
tinent of Africa. After Gibraltar there was the naval
base of Malta and the 70 miles long Suez canal. Aden
was the southern door that opened from the Red sea into
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the Arabian sea. Between Aden and India were the
Maladiv islands. In the south, Trincomali and farther
to the east Singapore, served as powerful naval bases.
In the north was instituted the Consulate at Kasghar.
Such were the fortifications that the British had erected
all round India. When India became independent these
outposts were lost to her. With the signing of the Panch
Sheel Agreement with China in 1954 we relinquished
whatever hold we had in Tibet. We did not visualise,
we did not calculate as to what the result could be.
When the result began to appear we did not react in the
normal way. We argued ‘‘Tibet belongs to China,
whether the Chinese make roads, whether they bombard
the temples and lamaseries, whether they amass arms,
We are not concerned. It is their territory and their
business”. The Five-year Plans were our major concern.
When the Chinese occupied Aksai Chin, our first re-
actions were those of playing down the invasion. The
famous phrase that not a blade of grass grew there was
a perfect epitome of the working our mind. We refused

to accept a challenge to fight, to defend, to expel the
intruders,

Combat Planning And Intelligence

During the British regime the overall military thinking
for the defence of India was carried on by the General
Staff in London. When the British left India the services
of the British General Staff ipso facto became unavailable
tO'l.IS- We ought to have instituted a powerful enough
mllltal.'y intelligence machine with adequate staff and
scientlﬁg Mmeans to fulfil its national duty of land intelli-
gence, air intelligence, published material intelligence and
interception intelligence, We did not possess U-2 planes that



could fly 40 to 60,000 feet high and photograph minute
details from the enemy’s territory. We did not have trained
specialists who would collect, analyse and reconstruct
from the enormous mess of published Chinese materials,
the political and military information that would have
been of assistance to us in formulating our policies and
postures. Interception intelligence which was so vital
could be possible only with a far higher stage of scientific
development than what we had attained. But if we had
been so minded we could have trained our men in friendl,
countries.

Chinese Imperialism

Let us now have a view of China. The original home
of the Chinese is the area irrigated by the three great
rivers—Yellow, the Yangtse and the Canton river. Its
extent is of the same order as that of India. But for
several centuries ihe Chinese imperialists have been
extendiug their territories. Pompously they called their
domain the Celestial Empire. The small
kingdoms on their periphery were considered bar-
barions and tributaries. Moreover, the people who once
ruled over China, were subsequently absorbed into China.
The Turks, the Mongols and the Manchurians, who had
held sway for long periods over the Chinese, were ulti-
mately Sinified and their lands added on to increase the
mass of Celestial Empire. What was Eastern Turkistan
in the 19th century now appears as Sin-Kiang. ‘Sin’
means new and ‘Kiang’ means a province. What was
Manchu-Kuo till 1949 has now heen split up into three
provinces, Liao-Ning, Kirin and Hei-Lung-Kiang, the
three together having been designated as North-Eastern
region of China. Similarly what formerl eared as
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Tibet now appears on Chinese maps as thrc?e dlst'm(.tt
regions, Tibet, Chamdo and Ching-Hai. Chu'lg-Hal is
again a Chinese designation, being a translation of tl,w
original Kokonor (Koko being ‘blue’ and nor ‘Iakf: ).
Ching and Hai connote the same thing. The replacing
of the original name by the Chinese one connotes that
the province is now a Chinese one. From 1949 till 1‘95?
Chinese maps used to write ‘Tibet Autonomous Region
but after 1954 they simply registered ‘Tibet’, thereby
taking away its autonomous character.

Tibet, Turkistan, Mongolia and Manchuria which have
been appended on to China have a total area of 21 lakh
square miles.

Tibet’s Personality

India’s security and defence is closely related to the
independence of Tibet. Geographically Tibet is a distinct
territory removed away from China. It is a domain by
itself, so much so that uptill the 13th century it was a
closed land even for their cousins, the Mongols.

Racially it is not the Chinese but the Mongols who are
the kinsmen of the Tibetans. The racial differences
between the Tibetans and the Chinese are clear and un-
mistakable. Like the Mongols the Tibetans are a race of
nomads living in tents and wandering from one posture to
another where their sheep and yaks can find nourishment.
On the other hand, the Chinese are a settled agricultural
community. They have been so since the beginning of
history.

Culturally the Tibetans have never been the disciples
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of China. The Chinese system of writing is ideographic
and logographic and extends to 40,000 characters. The
Tibetans have learnt their writing from India. In fact
their history begins with Thon-mi-Sambhota who visited
India under Royal command and here learnt the art of
reading and writing. The Tibetan writing resembles
Nagari and Bengali. From the seventh to the 17th century
A.D. the Tibetans have been carrying loads of Sanskrit
literature from India and translating them into their own
language. From 792 A.D. they have not allowed Chinese
to influence their literature and philosophy. Even Con-
fucius, the father of Chinese culture, had nothing to do
with the development of the Tibetan people.

The social and political system of Tibet is mostly of
her own making. After more than a millenium Tibetan
painters still retain the Indian background. Among ice-
clad peaks stand out Indian saints and scholars, half-clad,
retaining the company of Indian deer and the entire flora:
of the Gangetic plain. According to Tara Nath, the
doyen of Tibetan historians, the Land of Snows rteceived
its first art teachers from Varendra in Bengal, but accord-
ing to Sum-pa-Khampo, from Nalanda. Schools of
Kashmir and South India. linked to Ajanta, contributed
to the Tibetan arts, sometimes directly often through
Nepal.

Tibet And China

At the very dawn of their history the Tibetans pressed
on into China and in 635 their young King Song-tsen-
gampo demanded and eventually received a Chinese
princess as his bride. Song-tsen-gampo is the first great
name in Tibetan tradition. Tt is he who created Tibetan
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military greatness and the Chinese princes