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FOREWOiiD 

. During the national struggle for Independence particular 
, attention was paid to the ancient and traditional crafts of India, 
'both for the purpose of re-awakening pride in our heritage and for 
I resuscitating skills and the economy of the country. After the 
i attainment of independence, promotion of traditional crafts and 
· sma.ll-scale indust1:ies came to be looked UIJOn not only as an 
:economic programme, but also as an ideological platform. In 
order to gain an insight into the economic and social structure of 
• the country the Census of India took up a number of special 
studies as ancillary to the 1961 Census. In connection with this 
;project it was felt necessary to compile two bibliographies--one 
irelating to the small-scale and cottage industries of India and an­
othel: relating to the arts and cmfts of India. The first biblio­
: graphy is already in the press, in the foreword. to which I have 
I outlined it.s genesis. The secoiid bibliography is now presented. 
, It will prove a very valuable aid not only to the special projects 
1
taken up by the Census organisation, but also to scholars interest­
•ed in the study of the arts and crafts of India and elsewhere. I 
ltake this opportunity of expressing my appreciation of the useful 
:work done by my colleagues Shri l\1. K. Pal and Shrimati Suman 
,Chandna (Bhatia) under the guidance of Dr. B. K. Roy Burman. 

New Delhi 

iSeptember 21, 1967. 
! 

AsoK MITRA 

Registrar General, India 





BIBLIOGRAPHY OF INDIAN ARTS AND CRAFTS 

PREFACE 

As a.n ancillary to 1961 Census, the Census Organisation 
undertook a project of conducting surveys on a number of tradi­
tional and rural crafts of India. The Handicrafts and SocialStudies 
Unit in the Office of the Registrar General, India was constituted to 
co-ordinate these studies along with other studies. In this connec­
tion this Unit undertook a bibliographical survey so that the existing 
literature could be consulted as and when study on a particulaT 
craft was taken up. At the uutset Mrs. Suman Chandna was entrusted 
with the task of preparing a Iiet of source books. She also listed 
out the references about other publications available in those source 
books. Later on Shri 1\frinal Kan ti Pal took up this work. He 
mainly consulted references about the various crafts in ancient 
period. For t.he convenience of compilation, all these Iefetences 
were trn.nsferred on index cards mainly by Kum. R.D. Kohli. Some 
cards were prepared by Shri J.K. 1\fongia as well. 

In this project my role was mainly confined to indicating stage 
by stage, the procedure to be adopted for compiling the materials 
and also to checking the various references which were collected by 
Mrs. Snman Chandna am1 Shri M.K. Pal. The main credit for this 
compila6on goes to Slni M.K. Pal. Valuable contribution has also 
been made by Mrs. Suman Cbanclna. I take this opportunity to 
express my appteciation of the useful work clone by my colleagues. 

I am grateful to Shri A. Mitra, Registrar General, India and 
Sb1:i A. Chandra Sckhar, Addl. Registrar General, Office of the 
Registrar Gene1al, India for their encouragements to the project. 

B.K. RoY BuRMAN 
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