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MUSLIM REPUBLICS 
OF THE U.S.S.R. 

This is the seventh in a series of reviews of new Soviet literature on the six 

"' 

Muslim republics of the U.S.S.R. and the countries bordering on them. The present 
article deals with books received between Apri,I and the end of July, 1960. It is con-

() (;ibuted by the Central Asian Research Centre in collaboration with the Soviet Affairs '{ 'I .,,.~dy Group of St. Antony's College, Oxford. 

I\.(-. i \ I. CENTRAL ASI!, 
v(.J General Ethnography 

THE second volume of what is intended to be a review of the 
ethnography of the peoples of the world has been published, 
entitled An Outline of General Ethnography: Asiatic Section 

(Ocherki obshchey etnografii-Aziatskaya Chast'. Edited by S. P. Tolstoy, 
M. G. Levin, and N. N. Cheboksarov. Institute of Ethnography i/n 
N. N. Miklukho-Maklaya, U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 1960. 
365 pp.). The first volume of this series, published in 1957 under the 
same title, covered the culture and way of life of the peoples of Australia, 
Oceania, America and Africa, and subsequent volumes are to be issued 
on Europe (including Russia) and on the countries of Asia. The com~ 
paratively small size of the book, coupled with the large area covered, 
necessarily limit the scope of such a volume, though it gives some details 
on the history, geographic origins and culture of the people of (!) 0e 
C;mca~us, (2) Central (Srednyaya) Asia and Kazakh_stan, and (3) _S1ber1a. 
The ~1as of the _book is avowedly toward_s _compan~g chang~s m th~se 
areas 1~ the Soviet period from those existmg prev10usly, w1tJ:i special 
emphasis on their relations with the Russian people. As the editors say, 
" light is shed upon the fundamental changes in the economy and in the 
way ?~ life of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. which have occurred under ~e 
condi?ons of the Soviet system." Perhaps the most useful feature of ~his 
book 1s ~e provision of excellent maps of the three ~reas covered show~ng 
the locauons of the various nationalities and includmg those areas which 
are either sparsely populated or completely uninhabited. 

History of Kazakhstan 

A number o~ n_ew books on the history of Kazak~stan ?ave appeared 
rece~tly, the maJonty of which concentrate on the Soviet penod, and, more 
specifically, on the October Revolution its causes and aftermath. One 
b<J?k dealing with earlier history is New Material on Ancient and Medieval 
!{zst~ry of Kazakhstan (Novyye materialy po drevney i srednevekovoy 
1stom Ka~akhstana. Kazakh Academy of Sciences, Alma Ata, 196o. 224 
pp.). This work, under the editorship of V. Shakhmatov, appears as 
Volu of ~orks of the Institute of History, Archa:ology and Eth­
!ollll!~~bf .lihe azakh Academy of Sciences, and contains articles trans-
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lated from Eastern (Chinese, Ar~bi~ and Persian~ · works, research .on 
historical ethnography, and also a b1bhography of Chin.ese an~ Manchurian 
literature on the history of Kazakhstan. The la_tter 1s p_ublished because 
of a " strengthening of interest in Eastern (especially. Ch10~se) sources_ o!! 
the history of !<azakhstan, Si~ia?g and the Re~ubh~s of Ce.ntral A~1a. 
The book is intended for sciennfic workers, historians (onentologists), 
teachers and students of this period of Kazakhstan's history. Two of the 

th ·· £th "Idh" d"Kakh" articles concern e ongm o e names n z u an az . 
A collection of 508 documents on The Uprising of 1916 in Central Asia 

and Kazakhstan (Vosstaniye 1916 goda v sred'.ney Azii i Kazakhstane. 
U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 1960. 793 pp.) has appeared 
under the general editorship of A. V. Pyaskovskiy, Doctor of Historical 
Sciences, who also wrote the introduction and commentary to this work. 
It is interesting to note that, according to the editor, it was in 1953-4, at 
meetings of historians in Central Asia, that the character of this uprising 
was correctly dilineated. It was defined as basically an anti-imperialist, anti­
military uprising, an unco-ordinated and spontaneous movement, without 
proletariat leadership or, for that matter, without any centraHzed leader­
ship at all. It was basically a peasant war, against tsarist autocracy. How­
ever, the uprising is also tied up with similar movements elsewhere, 
especially in Russia, and is treated as having its origins in the 1905 revolu­
tion, as well as World War I and the agricultural exploitation of the people 
by the ruling groups. The immediate cause of the revolt is a tsarist ukase 
of June :zs, 1916, concerning the mobilization of the native population for 
rearguard action. The first section of the book deals with the causes and 
immediate occasion for the uprising, and the second with general docu­
ments about the uprising throughout Central Asia and Kazakhstan. The 
next seven chapters concern the uprising in different geographic areas 
(Syr'-Dar'ya, Samarkand, Fergana, Semirechensk, Transcaspia, Akmo-. 
linsk, Semipalatinsk, Ural' and Turgay). The final chapter is about the 
methods the tsarist government is supposed to have used in suppressing 
the uprising, including the " treacherous role of bourgeois-nationalist ele­
ments." Within each section, the documents are. given in chronological 
order, and most of them are purported to be published for the first time 
though some have appeared in other collections. At the end there ar~ 
twenty-seven pages of comments and bibliography, a twenty-two page 
index of the names of all people mentioned in the book, and a twenty­
three page index of geographical locations. 

Another book on the Civil War is a Party publication, and the second 
of two volumes-Kazakhstan in the Fire of Civil War (Kazakhstan v ogne 
grazhd~nskoy voyny. Institute of Party History attached to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Kazakhstan, Kazakh State Pub­
lishing House, Alma Ata, 1960. 470 pp.). The first volume, "In the 
Flame of the Revo!ution " ~ ogne revolyutsii) was published in 1957, in 
honour .of the fortieth anruversary of the October Revolution, and both 
w7re edited by S. Beysembaev, Director of the Kazakh Institute of Party 
History• The s~cond volume treats of the " struggle of the workers of 
Kazakhstan against foreign intervention and internal counter-revolution " 
as well as the establishment of the Soviet state. Much .of the rnateri~I 
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includes personal recollections of participants in the fight (Russi~ns, 
Kazakhs, Ukrainians and others, in that order), who say that the claims 
of " foreign reactionary historians " that Kazakh workers did not partici­
pate ,in the October Revolution, and that Soviet power was introduced to 
Kazakhstan from outside are groundless. As would be expected of a book 
put out by the Institute of Party History, the Party is repeatedly men­
tioned as the leading and directing force of the .fighting and the establish­
ment of the Soviet state. Particular stress is put on the role of women in 
the Revolution, in the civil war, and in socialist construction. Ten pages 
of chronology covering the period from October, 1917, to October, 1922, 
are given, as well as a forty-three page index of all locations mentioned 
in both volumes. 

The History of the Kazakh S.S.R. (Istoriya Kazakh S.S.R., Institute of 
History, Archa:ology and Ethnography, Kazakh Academy of Sciences, 
Alma Ata, 1959. 735 pp.) is the second of two volumes on the history of 
Kazakhstan, and is edited by Ts. R. Rozenberg and M. P. Korotovskiy 
(the latter responsible for the three chapters on cultural questions). Its 
purP?se is to give a history of the Kazakh Soviet Soci~list Repll;blic from 
the tlme of the October· Revolution until 1958, showmg how tt has de­
veloped under the leadership of the Communist Party, with the fraternal 
help of the ~ussian and other peoples of the y.s.~.R. There. are twelve 
chapters dealing, chronologically with the h1stoncal, econormc and cul­
tural development of Kazakhstan': the Revolution (1917-18); foreign inter­
vention and civil war and the forming of the Kazakh_ Autonomou~ S.S.R. 
(1918-20); the New Economic Policy (1921-5); econorruc reconstruction and 
the beginning of industrialization (1926-32); Soviet culture, education, liter­
ature and science (1917-32); the "victory of socialism" and founding of 
the Kazakh S.S.R. (1933-7)· continued development (1938-June 1941); cul­
tural development (1933-Ju~e 1941); Kazakhstan's _role in the war (June 
!941-5); post-war construction (1945-53); the contmued developm;nt of 
11!-dustry and transport, and the virgin lands progra~me (1953-8); ideolo­
gical work, education, culture, etc. ( 1945-58). The t41rteenth chapter con­
cerns the Twenty-First Congress of the C.P.S.U. and the new Seven-Year 
Plan.. A fourteen-page chronology appearing at the end of the book 
contams much that is really not pertinent to Kazakhstan at all, such as 
Congresses of the Partisans of Peace All-Union Industrial exhibitions, the 
Sputnik, and the Tenth Annivers:U,. of the founding of the Chinese 
People's Republic. Much or- the last chapter of the ~ook tends to build 
up N. S. Kruschchev, and clearly identifies him especially as the "initia­
tor and ori~nizer " of the virgin lands programme,. as well a~ the leader 
of the dec1S1ve struggle against the cult of personality of Stalin, and the 
remains of that cult. 

The d~velopment of the political system of Kazakhstan from the time 
of the uruon of Kazakhstan to Russia until the October Revolution is the 
subject of Volume I of Materials on the History of the Political System of 
Kazakhstan (Materialy po istorii politicheskogo stroya Kazakhstana. 
Kazakh Academy of Sciences, Alma Ata, 196o. 441 p~-), a collection of 
documents gathered by Margarita Genrikhovna Masev1ch, Candidate of 
Juridical Sciences. The documents come from the State historical archives 
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of the Kazakh and Uzbek S.S.R.'s, the city of Moscow and Omsk Oblast', 
·as well as basic ukases of the Tsarist government on questions of the 
state structure of Kazakhstan from the " Full Collection of Laws " of the 
Russian Empire. This volume concerns mainly the actual process of the 
union of Kazakhstan with Russia and the basic statutes of state direction. 
It was a process taking over one hundred years, ending in the 186o's, and 
was one that proved that the " union had progressive significance for the 
economic, political and cultural development of the Kazakh people, which 
flows from the action of the more advanced economy and advanced revo­
lutionary social-political thought and culture of Russia on Kazakhstan and 
the guarantee of security on her borders." The revolutionary union of 
Kazakh workers with those of the Russian people was considered of 
special significance. . 

. The Triumph of Leninist Ideas in Kazakhstan (Torzhestvo Leninskikh 
idey v Kazakhstane. Kazakh Academy of Sciences, Alma Ata, 196o. 
110 pp.) by the Vice-President of the Kazakh Academy of Sciences, S. B. 
Baishev (who, by the way, was formerly the Director of the Institute of 
Party History of the Kazakh Communist Party), is simply a propaganda 
treatise brought out in honour of the ninetieth anniversary of Lenin's birth. 
Its interest lies mainly in its many quotes from Khrushchev, as the follower 
of Lenin, and in its description of Stalin as " one of the important Marxist­
Leninists, who did much for Party matters, for its development and 
strengthening.'' Ho_w~~er, it should be noted that Stalin's name is here 
used in connexion with a speech of his at the XVII Congress of the Com­
munist Party in 1934, in praise of Marx, Engels and Lenin, and it is cur­
rently the policy t? credit . Stalin ~ith his role in the Party ~ntil 1934, 
and to condemn him for his allowing of the " cult of personality " since 
then. 

Industry in Kazakhstan 
A new book, Light Industry of Kazakhstan and Long-range Plans for 

its Development (Legkaya Prom_lyshlennost' Kazakhstana i perspektivy ee 
razvitiya. Institute of Economics, Kazakh Academy of Sciences, Alma 
Ata, 196o. 246 pp_.), gi~es the p~esent state and the long-range plans for the 
development of light mdu~try ~ Kazakhstan. Statistics are given for the 
textile: tannin~, and sew_mg md~stries, _but the ~arning is given that 
"special attention, as previously, will be given to ra1smg the basic branches 
of beavy industry." 

Kirgizia and Russia 

The ever-increasing literature on the influence of the Russian people 
and nati?n _on the other peoples of t!ie U.S.S.R. has been augmented by 
the_pub~can?n of~- P:. Dzham~crchtno~'s ,Union of Kirgizia with Russz_a 
(Pnsoedineruye Kirgtzu k Rossu. Publishing House of Social-Econonuc 
Litera~e, Mos~ow,_ 1959. 434 pp.)_. It is stated in the beginning t!iat p~e­
revoluttonary historiography studied the joining of Central Asia with 
Russ~a, but evaluated thi_s historical fact only as a conquest by Tsarist 
Russia of the Central Asian khanates. However, "two important prob-
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lems were not covered ; the attitude of the popular mas~es of Central Asia 
to the union with Russia, and the significance of the u~on ~or t!te further 
history of the.~e peoples. It is understandable th~t S?vie~ histor!ans_ could 
not let these problems pass by." . The _s~udy of this h~stor~cal um~n is thus 
made within the context of these condittons. The setttng m the nmeteenth 
century is depicted as that of a cruel colonial regime! and the strengthen­
ing of social oppression of all nationalities and nattons under the Tsar 
had differing effects, depending partly on the degree ~f rapprochement 
of the workers of the local nationalities with the Russian workers. In 
Central Asia there was some migration of the poorer workers, but only 
on a small scale, as " mass movements were hindered by the colonial 
regime." In this volume there is a study of the historical relations of the 
Kirgiz and Russians before their union, of the internal structure of Kirgiz 
society, of the position of the various classes under the Kokand khanate, 
and of the attitudes of the classes to union with Russia, including their 
attitudes on international relations. A brief historical background is given, 
including an extensive list of all the tribes and their locations, pointing 
out that though they often shared a common language and territory, they 
were not at all united. A study is made of the establishment of the 
Kokand khanate, in the beginning of the nineteenth century. The period 
is described as being very difficult for the working masses of Kirgizia, 
with no progress "in economic, in cultural, or in political relations." The 
authorities were not able to end the strife between the various tribes, nor 
be~een. tJ:iem and their neighbours (Kazakhs, Kalmyks, etc). They re­
mamed illiterate, and the few schools that existed were only mstruments 
for the propagation of Islam, were taught in the Arabic language, and 
were attended only by the sons of representatives of the feudal hierarchy. 

In the beginning of the second half of the nineteenth century the 
tribes began to accept Russian domination, mainly because of their ex­
tremely hard lives. They saw the Russians as appearing" more advanced 
in cultural and economic attitudes, and more powerful militarily than all 
their neighbours." They were also interested in trade relations with 
Russia, though Russia was interested in them as a market and a source 
of r_aw. materials, w~ch is dep~cted as a part of the developmen~ of ~ussian 
capitalism. The history contmues with the struggle of Russia with the 
K_?kand khanate, and the strengthening of her position in North Kirgizia, 
with the acceptance of Russian citizenship by the Chu and Tyan' Shan' 
sections in 1863. Russia dien consolidated her sovereignty in Kirgizia, 
a~d ." despite the reactionary colonial policy of tsarist autocracy," the 
Kirgiz people were happy to join " the richness of the material and 
spiritual culture of_the gre_at Russian people." At ~he same time they were 
expased to revolutionary mfluences. Description is made of the progress 
the are3: made uncle~ ~ussian influence, and especially since the October 
Revolution, though it 1s admitted that while in all of Turkestan on the 
eve of the. Rev<;>lu?,<;>n one-th~d of one per cent. of the local nationalities 
(even less m Kir~zia) were in the working class, by 1926 93 per cent. of 
the people were still engaged in agriculture. Four interesting maps appear 
in the book: (1) the conquest of Kirgizia by the Kokand khanate (show­
ing the routes used from 1819-31); (2) Turkestan at the end of the nine-
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teenth century; (3) the administrative divisions of ~gizia and contigu?us 
areas under Tsarism; and (4) the movement of rrugrants and th~ loca~on 
of settled areas in Kirgizia. The eight-page bibliography is divided mto 
four sections: classics of Marxism~Leninism; material relating to Party 
Congresses, plenums of the Central Committee, and speeches of Party and 
Government leaders; general and special literature; and periodicals and 
collections. 

Industry in Kirgizia 
In the first of two books appearing on the industrial position of Kirgizia, 

Industry of Kirgizia (Prornlyshlennost' K.irgizii. K.irgiz State Publishing 
House, Frunze, 1957. 164 pp.), N. S. Yesipov studies the origins of the 
creation of socialist industry in Kirgizia, and its development under 
the Soviet State. The book covers the basic developments, including the 

-selection of personnel, factors of growth of production, the significance 
of industry, the geographical distribution of enterprises and their chief 
branches, and a few pages on the sixth five-year plan. In the preparation 
of his data, the author strove, in the characterization of various occur­
rences in industrial development, to give general conclusions of facts "in 
the light of decisions of the Party and Government, examining the forms 
of production and its contemporary state from the viewpoint of the develop­
ment of the demands of objective economic laws of socialism, issuing out 
of the well-known position of the leading role of large-scale industry in 
the whole national economy." In interpreting the completion of-the con­
struction of socialism and the gradual transition to communism, the author 
says that there will be a growth in th~ significance of industry in assuring 
an uninterrupted growth and perfecnon of production, and in deciding: 
the basic economic tasks-that is, of catching up with ·and exceeding the 
chief capitalistic coun~ies..in th~ volume of per cap~ta production, and in 
overcoming the considerable difference between city and country, and 
between mental and phys~cal labo~r. In a brief analysis of Russian capi­
talism before the Revoluaon, YesiP?v says that despite its negative sides, 
it played an objective and pr?gress1ve role, and the bringing together of 
the Kirgiz and the great RuSS1an people helped the formation of the prole­
tariat. As in the l~st boo~ reviewed, the au_thor ~c~no:,vledges that the 
rate of growth of u~dus~ial workers of natlve ongm m proportion to 
agricultural workers 1s sall far too slow. Whereas before the Revolution 
only 55 out of 10,000 _people (of native ori~n) were workers, there are 
still only 12 per cent. m th~t ~ate~ory .. I~ _his presentation of figures on 
the number of trained specialists m -~rglZla, he admits that " however, 
the propo~tion_of ~n~n~ers an~, tec~ruc1ans of !(~giz_ori~n, to their (total) 
number, 1s s~ill ms1g~ificant. . Fm~lly, a listing 1s given of the basic 
directions of mdustry m th~ ~ix':11 Five-Ye~r Plan: the optimum use of 
mineral wealth; the best ualizanon of agricultural raw materials in in­
dustry (especi~lly in livest<?Ck produc~on); the expansion and specializa­
tion of machme con~tructt«;>n enterp:1ses; the increased development of 
pawer by hydr~lectnc staaons; the 1mpro~ement of the repair base; and 
a more balanced industry between geographic areas in the use of materials. 

A later publication is Kirgizia in the Seven-Year Plan (Kirgiziya v 
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Semiletke. State Publishing House of Political Literature, Moscow, 1960. 
78 'pp.), by K. D. Dikambayev, Chairman of the Kirgiz Council of 
Ministers. This is one of a series put out in each Republic, following 
the publication of the new Seven-Year Plan, and it does not contain very 
muth new information, though it does list those areas of production w~ch 
will be most important in the future: non-ferrous metallurgy, oil, gas, 
coal and food industries, and, in agriculture, the production of cotton, 
beet-sugar, meat and sheep. Once again,. the_ aid of th~ "great Russian 
people " is acknowledged, and more attentlon is to be paid to propaganda. 
One may note that according to the author, the level of development of 
agriculture did not correspond with the technical equipment of the 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes until the September, 1953, Plenum of the Central 
Committee of the C.P.S.U. Especially important in the new plan is the 
fact that 40 per cent. of all capital investments in the U.S.S.R. is now 
being directed to eastern areas of the country, so that they might better 
use their natural resources. Among the more interesting statistics, it is 
reported that there are 4,580 enterprises in Kirgizia, including 735 major 
(krupnyye) factories and plants, 4n kolkhozes, 63 multi-branches 
sovkhozes, two machine-tractor stations and 44 machine-repair stations. 
It is pointed out, however, that much remains to be done on the mechani­
zation and electrification of agriculture. On the question of housing (for 
city residents), eight square metres of housing are planned for each person 
by 1965, compared with the five square metres existing in 1959. 

History of Tashkent 
Tashkent in the Second Half of the XIX Century (Tashkent vo vtoroy 

polo~ne XI?C veka. Uzbek Academy of Sciences, _Tashkent? _1959·. 241 
pp.), is the title o~ a new outline of the social-ec~nomic and_ political history 
of_ the Uz~~ capital by F. Azadayev. It describes the uruon of Tashk~nt 
with Russia 10 1865, and gives information on the growth of the populat1on 
~nd C<;onomic development of the city, against the background of the 

claSS1c struggle of the workers of Tashkent against the yoke of the 
Tsarist colonizers and local exploiters." The author complains that the 
earlier works on this subject have defended tsarism and the colonial sta~ 
of Tashkent. Central Asia was brought into the sphere of the economic, 
political and cultural development of bourgeois Russia, when Tashk:nt 
became the "centre of colonial direction of tsarism, and together with 
this, the centre of the progx:essive influence of advanced Russian culture, 
Russian revolutionary thought and the working movement." A study of 
the events of ~is time is considered important for ~ co~rect un~erstanding 
of the progressive role of the union of Central Asia with Russia, and the 
process of uniting the militant union of local workers and the Russian 
working class in the struggle against tsarism and the bourgeoisie. It is 
clearly stated, though, that this is a social-economic and political study 
rather than any evaluation of the culture of the area, and that Marxist 
principl7s o~ study ~e being used. The data. comes from the Cen~al 
State Historical Arc~1~es of Uzbekistan, including documentary publica­
tions, memoirs, st~t1~t1cal materials, and daily press _reports. A ma_P of 
Tashkent in 1890 1s rncluded, as well as tables showmg the occupauonal 
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division of the population of the city in 1897, including lists of the indus­
trial enterprises, the years they opened, and the number of people employed 
by various major plants. 

Cultural-Enlightenment Work in Uzbekistan 

The question of propaganda and "agitation" (agitatsiya) comes up for 
study in the book Cultural-Enlightenment Activity of the Soviet State in 
Uzbekistan (Kul' turno-Vospitatel' naya deyatel' nost' sovetskogo gosud­
arstva v Uzbekistane. Uzbek State Publishing House, Tashkent, 1959. 
141 pp.), by ~ayd_ar ~ulatov. Such activity has had_ many facets, includ­
ing commumst agttatlon and propaganda, the creatlon of a new Uzbek 
written language and the liquidation of illiteracy, the emancipation of 
women and their inclusion in the construction of socialism, and the de­
velopment of education, science, literature and art. Before the Revolution 
the Uzbek language used the Arabic alphabet, which was complicated 
and difficult to master. In 1927-8 it was put into Latin script, and finally, 
in 1940, into Russian script, and this is described as the "greatest achieve­
ment of Uzbek socialist culture." Khrushchev is quoted as saying that in 
a new stage of construction of communism, many functions of the state 
organs will gradually be transferred to social organs, such as trade unions, 
Komsomol, co-operative and other organizations, and the programme of 
the XXI Party Congress is quoted as pointing out the need for " strength­
ening ideolo~ical en,lightenment work o~ the_ Party, the rai~~g of com­
munist consciousness of workers and, pnmanly, of all the nsmg genera­
tions, their education in the spirit of the communist attitude tow~d labour, 
Soviet patriotism, and internationalism, and overcoming the survivals . of 
capitalism in the people's consciousness, the struggle with bourgeois 
ideology." An important theme of th~ book is the role of communist 
propaganda and agitation as the most ~portant component part of the 
cultural-enlightenment work of the Soviet State, and special attention is 
drawn to the taking of education out of the hands of the clergy. The 
question of the emancipation of women _in Uzbekistan is studied mainly 
in its relation to the position of women m the Muslim religion. 

II. AzERBAYDZHAN 

Azerbaydzhan Culture 
In M. K. Kurbanov's The Culture of Soviet Azerbaydzhan (Kul' tura 

sovetskogo Azerbaydzhana. Azerbaydzh~ State Publishing House, Baku, 

1959. 137 pp.) a study is made ~f _the his~ory of the republic's culture, 
acknowledging its very ancient ongms, datmg back to the eleventh cen­
tury, but praising particularly its dev~opment after i~s union with Russia. 
Many great names of Azerbaydzhan history ~re mentioned, with the rather 
novel approach of admitting that they flourished before their union with 
Russia, but saying that since ninety per ce_nt. were illiterate, the masses 
did not benefit from this culture. A study is made of the development of 
various phases of culture. The written language dates back as far as the 
cfeventh century B.c., and schools were known as early as the third century 
A.D. , though at first they were only attached to religious institutions, and 
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limited to very few peciple. Now there are 103 people per 10,000 popula­
tion in higher educational institutions, compared to three in Persia, and 
thirty-eight in France. Besides education, similar comparisons are made 
for science, the press, literature, art (including the theatre, music, cinema, 
circus, fine arts and applied arts), cultural-enlightenment institutions, and 
radio an~ televi~ion. An interesting chapter appears on Azerbaydzhan's 
cultur~l links with foreign countries; listing the foreign writers most trans­
lated mto Azerbaydzhani: . Flaubert, Balzac, Hugo, Byron, Dickens, 
Thackeray, Dreiser and Rolland. Shakespeare's works are regularly pro­
duced on the stage, and it is claimed that he " finds his second home­
land in the Soviet Union." The most popular operas are Bizet's "Car­
men," Verdi's "Rigoletto," Puccini's "Tosca," Rossini's "Barber of 
Seville," and Smetana's " The Bartered Bride." The list of countries 
wh?se films are shown in Azerbaydzhan is interesting for the order in 
which they are given. First are listed the countries of the Soviet bloc in 
(Russian) alphabetical order, and then other countries, presumably in the 
order of frequency, thus: Albanian, Hungarian, Chinese, Korean, Ger-

. man, Rumanian, Czechoslovakian, Yugoslav, English, Argentine, French, 
Mexican, Italian Indian Greek Egyptian. The book ends with a listing 
of_ long-range pians in 'industr; and agriculture, as w~l. as education, 
~1th figures on capital construction, two pages of statlsttc~ on planned 
mcreas~s in industrial production, and another _page on agriculture._ . 

A biographical handbook of Writers of Soviet Azerbaydzhan (P1sateli 
Sovetskogo Azerbaydzhana. Azerbaydzhan State Pu~lishing 1-1: ouse, Baku, 
1959. 213 pp.) contains the biographies of fifty-nme ~entleth-century 
Az_erbaydzhani writers, and one may note that al~ the wr~ters chosen have 
written works about the historical cultural and literary links between the 
Russian ~nd Azerbaydzhani peoples, writings on classic~! :8,ussian litera­
ture, the influence of Russian literature on Azerbaydzharu literature, and/ 
or the patriotism of the Soviet people and their love for the Communist 
Party. 

III. THE BORDERLANDS 
Afghanistan 

. In his recent book Failure of British Aggression in Afghanfstan (Prov~l 
bntanskoy agressii v Afganistane. Publishing House of Social-Economic 
Literature, Moscow, 1959. 209 pp.) N. A. Khalfin makes ~hat he calls 
a study of " British aggression m Afghanistan and the her01c sa:uggle of 
~e Afg~a~ pe_ople for independence, unmasking the prov?cations and 
diplomatic mtrigues of British agents striving to w~rsen relations_ between 
the Afg~an _state and Russia." The period covered mcl~des the m?etee?th 
and begmrung of the twentieth. centuries, with special emphasis bemg 
made on _the three Anglo-Afghan Wars (i838-42, 1878-81, an? 1919). The 
author pictures Afghanistan as gaining its indep~ndence 1? ~919 ,,after 
almost one hu_ndred years of struggle against " Bnttsh expans1omsm, and 
he extols the mfluence of the October Revolution on the development of 
the anti-coloni_al movement in Afghanistan, and the formation of the 
country as al"! md~pendent state. He uses unpublished do~~ments of_the 
military archives m Moscow, as well as diplomatic and military archives 
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of Uzbekistan, and documentary publications, memoirs, autobiographies, 
historical research and articles, both by Soviet and foreign authors. 

Persia 
P. P. Bushev, in Herat and the Anglo-Iranian War of 1856-7 (Gerat i 

Anglo-lranskaya Voyna 1856-7. Publishing House of Eastern Literature, 
Moscow, 1959. 250 pp.), makes a study of the Herat conflict of 1851-63 
and the Anglo-Iranian War of 1856-7, from the viewpoint of what he calls 
the " aggressive foreign policy of England in the middle of the nineteenth 
century, her interference in the affairs of the Eastern states, especially in 
the affairs of Iran and Afghanistan." He starts off with a study of British 
colonial policy in Persia in the first p~rt of ~e ~ineteenth century, which 
he sees in the context of a world-wide policy mvolved with improving 
communications and getting raw materials for the development of British 

. industry. This is followed by a study of Anglo-Persian relations between 
1851-5, the seizure of Herat by P~~sia,_ the ~litary-po~tical situation in ~e 
Middle East on ~e eve of the British mvasion of Persia, the Anglo-Persian 
War and the Paris Peace Treaty of March 4, 1857. The latter is tied up 
with a change in international relations which, he claims, marks closer 
relations between France and Russia, with both opposed to Britain in the 
Persian area. He says that disagreements among the capitalist powers 
forced Britain to end the war. The book ends with a discussion of Taylor's 
mission to Herat and Anglo-Persian relations after the war, and his final 
conclusion that the invasion of 1856 was not connected with the defence 
of the independence of Herat, as British historians would have it, but 

. rather part of Britain's expansion in the East, especially in Afghanistan, 
Persia, Central Asia and China. Th~ bo~k incl~des nine pages of bib­
liography, including doctoral disser~tions m various languages, and the 
texts of twenty-four documents, treatles an~ letters: 

A history of the development of philosophical and social-political 
thought, " under the banner of the ,struggle of mat~rialism with idealism," 
is the subject of S. N. Grigoryan s _From ~he J:!tstory of Philosophy of 
Central Asia and l~an, 7-12 C~ntunes (Iz istoru filosofii Sredney Asii i 
Irana, 7.12 v. Institute of Philosophy, _U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences, 
Moscow, 1960. 329 pp.). The ~odtroll~ng feudal class is described · as 
having declared as heresy everythmg wh!ch opeosed the spirit and letter 
of Islam and" cruelly persecuted the representatives of scientific thought." 
However, as a counte_i:-balance _to Islam's d?minance over the development 
of society, the outstanding _thmkers of the,.,peoples of Central Asia and 
Persia are described as having expressed the mterests of the advanced forces 
of society, con:ung out wi~ id:as and theor~es ~ot in agreement with 
religious theories. The rationalist and material ideas of these medieval 
progressive thi1_1kers of the peoples of_ the Near and Middle East are also 
depicted as havmg served as a weapon ~n the struggle against the " reaction­
ary ideology of the (Roman) Catholic Church." The author does not 
pre~end ~~t this is an all-in~lusiv~ study of the history of philosophy and 
social-~hacal th?ught of this per~od or area, ?':t rather a presentation of 
some. sides of thi~ proble~, especially e~p!1~s1zmg the struggle for ideas 
in this early medieval period and the acavitles of a series of outstanding 

5 
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thinkers. Some of the workt' of Farabi, Gazali and Maimonides are 
quoted, mainly to show the conflict among the dogmatic theories of re­
ligion, but the author admits that the excerpts are carefully chosen, and 
have been used by the " other side." 

Pakistan 

In Search of Light (V poiskakh sveta. State Publishing House of Chil­
dren's Literature, Ministry of Education, R.S.F.S.R., Moscow, 1959. 168 
pp.) is a tale of Pa½istan written by an Uzbek writer, Aybek (Musa Tash­
mukhamedov). This story is of interest for its political overtones, especially 
for the introductory comments of the background of the author and views 
on the separation of Pakistan and India. The writer is a Communist, 
and a member of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences, and has been particu­
larly interested in the countries of the East. He last visited India in 1949, 
and saw the division of India and Pakistan as a British plot to keep control 
over the country, " consciously kindling the long religious hostility between 
the Muslims and Hindu~," and causing great hardship by resettling many 
people. Comment is made on the struggle of the Pakistani peasants, 
workers ~nd progress!ve intelligentsia with the landow~ers, bourge?i_sie 
and reactionary Muslim clergy, "with all those who aided the Bnush 
colonizers to realize the division of India." The story itself concerns a 
teacher who was fired from his job, because of a suspected sympathy for 
the communists, and_ is interpreted as a " struggle for peace, the growth 
of national self-consc10usness of the peoples of Pakistan, and the rallying 
of the workers in the struggle for the freedom and well-being of their 
country." 

ALAN BERSON. 
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