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The book is the first attempt to provide materials
on Economic Anthropology in Indian context.
The earlier Indian scholars of Anthropology
included the economic lifc of a castc or a tribe
or a village,in the framework of gencral outlincs.
In this respect this publication is a maiden effort.

The Mahalis are a scheduled tribe in West
Bengal. They are traditional bamboo worker and
an off-shoot of the Santals. The present study is
confined with the Mahalis of Midnapur district
and the sample covers more than 309, of the
population. In Midnapur they live with the caste
Hindus, in the same village but in scparatc
kamlet.

Their traditional bamboo-work includes
basketry of domestic use which has seldom
market in the village at present, and now is only
prepared for scattered sale. They, now primarily
prepare big baskets locally known as Jhuri for
the betel-leaf dealers. The demand of the con-
sumer villagers is replaced by the consumer betel-
leaf dealers. This change in consumecrs’ prefer-
ences, changes the basketry pattcrns _of the Mabhalis,
Paddy as medium of cxchange in the village
market has been rcplaced by the moncy medium,
in the market outside. This change in carning
patterns of the Mahalis and their adjustment in
the village economy arc the objective of this

portrait.
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PREFACE

The present study is an effort to furnish materials on
cconomic anthropology with a view to add onec more string to
the alrcady cxisting ones. A scheduled tribe community named
Mabhali, living in Midnapur district of West Bengal has been
sclected for the purposec of providing concrete ideograph of
the subject in Indian context. In this respect it is a maiden
attempt. Apart from its exclusiveness and microstructural
focus, the scholars will find many gaps in its comprehensiveness
because of its particularistic approach rather than all pervading.
This purposive particularisation, however docs not prevent any-
body to conceptualise the earning patterns of the tribe in ques-
tion. This is an exposition to illustrate an economic portrayal
of a tribal basket maker community, who oscillates between the
two poles of economic incentives—the bamboo work and the
agriculture.

The bamboo work is traditionally ordained though its struc-
ture and content have taken .a new form and shape from the
previous one, with subsequent shift in income towards more cer-
tainty. The sale of basketry of domestic use has been submerged
under the salc of big basket or Jhuri. The former is only pre-
pared for scattered sale on seldom contract from the villagers and
the latter for the packing of betel leaves of the betel-leaf dealers
or Pan Mahajans but on contract from the basket traders or
Jhuri Mahajans. Thus the villagers’ preferences as consumers of
the basketry have been replaced by the betel-leaf dealers’ prefer-
cnces and fluctuation in price of basket is dictated by the prefer-
ences of the latter. The direct contact between the producers
and the consumers has been cut out by the intervention of the
basket traders as intermediaries. These also lead to the move-
ment of the Mahalis between the nonmonetary and monetary
media of exchange. Demand-supply dichotomy and supplier-
purchaser relationships encourage competition among the basket-
makers or sellers which cut down the interfamilial cooperation.
This leads to structural atomism in Mahali society. But paddy
is the mainstay of the Mahalis. Hence in agricultural season
they resort to cultivation only to add some paddy to their more
certain income from basketry. But their inadequate possession



and landlessness force them to take part in agriculture cither as
share cropper or agricultural labourers. .

Thus there exist village markets and the mark.ets outside the
village; the former for scattered sales of domestic baskets and
labour in agricultural lands while the latter for sales of big
baskets to the basket traders to satisfy the wants of the betel-
leaf dealers. The present study has designed to portray, how
the Mahalis have been adjusting themselves in two markets for
earning their livelihood being the member of a non-complex and
technologically less advanced society.

The author is grateful to University Grants Commission for
the award of Research Fellowship during the period of st
August, 1964 to 3l1st July, 1967, to carry out extensive research
among the Mahalis on the project, *“Society and Economy of the
Mahalis of Midnapur.” The present study is a part of this
research. He is most indebted to those teachers of the Calcutta
University, who read and criticised the parts of the work. The
Head of the Department of Anthropology, Calcutta University
provided the author all the facilities to use the departmental
library of the University and extended fruitful suggestions when
required. The author thinks himself fortunate to avail the chance
of presenting the book to him as a token of respect and in
an effort to recognise the academic indebtedness to his
veteran  affectionate teacher of anthropology. The author
is thankful to Deputy-Director, Cultural Research Institute Go-
vernment of West Bengal, whose advice was a constant source of
inspiration.  Besides, he offers his thankfulness to all the scholars,
members and officials of all the Research Institutes and Universities

of India who wittingly or unwittingly contributed for the outcome

of this volume. Author’s wife kind] h th
cript. He owes debt of such Y oo gone through the manus.

) nature to her that meagre acknow-
ledgement seems a vain gest

Department of Anthropology,
University of Calcutta,

35, Ballygunge Circular Rog d SYAMALKANTI SENGUPTA.
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INTRODUCTION

The portrait of the Mahali economy is an exposition of
the earning patterns of tribal basket-makers of Midnapur district
in the State of West Bengal. The study is designed for its
threcfold importance. It adds string to the human knowledge
on a special subject now known as economic anthropology. It
provides materials for the use of other branches of social
sciences. It subscribes some materials for practical use.

This exposition is a part of a full-length research project
on “‘Socicty and Economy of the Mahalis of Midnapur” carried
out by the author during the period of 1964-67 with the financial
assistance of University Grants Commission. The present part
of the research is recaste and reformulated for the purpose of
maintaining a sequence for an independent publication. Hence
. for the convenience of the reader the introduction is distributed
in three different sections. The section one is intended to pro-
vide information on the habitat, origin and matrix of Mahali
culture in brief. The section two is posed for the discussion
on certain theoretical premises of the Mahali economy. In the
section three, setting of the Mahali villages, sampling of the
same and some aspects of demography are considered.

1

The Mahalis are traditional bamboo-workers and are con-
sidered at present as one of the little-known scheduled tribes
of West Bengal. They are scattered unevenly in the district of
Jalpaiguri (13098), Midnapur (5538), West Dinajpur. (2103),
24 Parganas (1515), Malda (1327) and Burdwan (1100).* In
other districts they live in small numbers. The bulk of the
population is concentrated in Jalpaiguri and Midnapur which
constitutes about fifty percent of the population of the State.
Their total population in West Bengal is 28233.2 They are also
found in the States of Bihar and Orissa.

 The earlier writers consider the Mahalis as one of the tribal
derivatives of mixed origin. Risley mentions that the Mabhalis
arc a Dravidian people of labour class who are mainly palanquin-
bearers and work on bamboo. They are found in Chhoto-
Nagpur and Western parts of Bengal.® Risley’s contention is

Mahali-1



2 MAHALI ECONOMY

that the main body of the Mahalis is merely a branch of the
Santals, separated comparatively at a recent date from the parent
stock. It is possibly based on thc fact that both thesc com-
munities have got a few common totemistic clan names which
they use as surnames at present. Risley divides the Mahalis
into five sub-groups: Bansphar-Mahali who make basket and do
all kinds of bamboo-work, Pator-Mahali are the basket-makers
and cultivators, Sulunkhi-Mahali who are cultivators and
labourers, Tanti-Mahali who carry palanquins and Mahali Munda
whose occupation he does not mention. However, he assumes
that the Mabhalis are separated from the parent tribe with the
adoption of bamboo-work as a new occupation which the Santals
consider as degrading. Hutton* thinks that the Mahalis are a
tribe of labourers, pastures and basket-makers in central India
having affinities with the Santals, Ho and Munda tribes. Grierson®
subscribes that the Mahalis are a divergent group of Santali lin-
guistic stock. Russel® concludes that the Santals and the Mundas
were originally one tribe. It seems that the Mahalis are the deriva-
tives of both of them. They are separated as settlers of villages
and work as labourers, palanquin-bearers and bamboo-workers
or hired labourers for Hindus. Hence their status might have
fallen than the parent tribe who remained in their own villages
in the jungle. Dalton” subscribes that many ‘Bedyas’ some-
times call themselves as Mabhali. They also observe many
Hindu customs. In this context Russel® remarks that some of
the Mabhalis may have joined the ‘Bedya’ community. Shenﬁng0
oints out that in Berar (now in Vidyarva region of Maharastra)
the barber castes like Nan, Hajam and Nai introduce them-
selves as Mahalis. These earlier references explain that the
Mahalis are 2 occupationally segregated community of mixed
tribal origin.

Bamboo-work has been the most important means of their
livelihood since a long time and to-day it is difficult to ascertain
when and how they adopt bamboo-work. They at present main-
ly prepare bamboo baskets which are largely used by the betel-
leaf dealers to pack leaves for its disposal. The Mahalis usually
sell their baskets to the basket-trader in bundles. The basket
ders supply these baskets to the betel-leaf dealers. Thus they

tra ) .
act as <intermediary’ betwcen the Mahalis and the betel-leaf
Jealers. Besides, the Mahalis work as agricultural labourers or

tenants in the field of local landholding Hindu-castes. A few
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have also very little cultivable land and also cultivate the fields
.of others on share cropping basis or on contract system as well.
Wopleﬂ regularly participate in bamboo-work and other outdoor
-economic  roles. Herding and serving as domestic servant are
the jobs of a few Mahali children, by which they help their
parents In cconomic activity. Almost all families possess a
small poultry of birds of native varieties. In times of emergency
these are sold in the market for cash. They are also hunters
and prepare their bows and arrows of bamboos. They also
prepare traps of bamboo splinters and large variety of fishing
traps are also made by them both for personal use and for sale
.among neighbouring tribes and castes. In economic sphere, the
Mahalis have to depend to some extent on blacksmithy, pottery
and weaving. They get their implements of basketry and agri-
culture supplied and sharpened by the blacksmiths, their house.-
hold utensils are secured from the local potters and clothes from
the weavers. Thus functional diffuseness'® is replaced by the
functional specificity. In agricultural pursuits they usually work
in the lands of the neighbouring landowner Hindu castes like the
Brahman, Mabhisya, Sadgop, Raju and the Tamboli and others,
They take loans in needs from these landholding castes and loca]
‘money lenders. They also take loans from the basket-traders.

The Mabhalis do not consider themselves socially inferior
to other castes of the Hindu community though they have no actual
position in the social hierarchy. Many informants dissembleg
their clan names and quoted surnames akin to local Hindy
castes. For example clan hansda (wild goose) is represented ag
Hanti, clan mandi (grass) as Mondal, besra (hawk) as Bera. Aj
these surnames are the surnames of the local dominant cultiva-
tor caste named Mahisya. The Mahali clan is a patrilinea]
unit. After marriage girls are initiated into respective clans of
their husbands. Each clan has a totem and certain strict taboog
are observed with regard to them. Marriage within the same
clan is prohibited. There are altogether thirteen clan nameq
among the sample of study. These are Baske or Kapy
(a kind of herbal vegetable) Besra (hawk), Hansda (wijy
goose), Hembrom (areca nut), Kisku (king fisher), Mandi (,
kind of bluec bird), Murmu (a kind of animal), Soren (the cons-
tellation plediates), Tudu (ground rat), Chore (lizard), Samaly
(grass), Pirhi (round pumkin) and Khangar (ja.lck-daw),

The first ten clans share common namés with the Santals,
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There are practically no status differences amongst the members
of the clans. The Mahali clan names are derived from the names
of some local plants or animals or inanimate objects. A few
Sfar:m?;: dsi\(;f;iii(beg'iViSi-onS which are marked by differences
preferred than othersof i 2! °p heres certain f:lans are
selected from the Man?ll'. an e v1!lage headman B mostly
ted from the Bess ; clan. The assistant headman' is selec-
ally selected from th an, The deputy headman is gener-
not common to al| ¢ Baske clan. But these preferences are
t i a .the families of a particular clan group, but.
° aT%amCUIar family based op heredity
family_e ;:;ézgft fizlﬂybzlze is approximately 5.4 persons per
medium-sized. Generg]) concluded that familics are mostly
quency of elementary g there are four types of families. Fre-
Mahalis n'early 64.60% rI Simple family is highest among the
ciable number (20.053/‘) ’ntel'n.w‘diate family is found in appre-
in number (9909 ) o.,],lf:nd joint or extended family is small
small in percentage (5.450/;: ]?QIYEYHOUS family is . cxceedingly
when sons leave thejr fath0 - The process of nuclearisation starts
of the father. This jg thCY Or. brothers scparate after the death
simplc family in gycp e.nma"l cause of the predominance of
fission in joint family are igher percentage. Primary causes of
allocation of differentig) 1 Eersonal conflict and uncompromisable
The Mahali familjeg aa OUr potential of each married couple.
Married women leaye '® patrilineal and virilocal in nature.
their father-in-law ¢ P:.rental house and go to the house of
women in Mahali Societjy lgb their new families. The pregnant
She always carry SOme irServ? certain taboos and restrictions.
cutter 10 avert evil gp; 4 O implements mostly the beaked
of midwife and cygg tP; Ome old lady performs the service
purificatory bath g Umbilical cord with bamboo knife.
In name gWVINg ceremq, " after nine days of child birth.
gives the name to the chi after twentyone days of birth father
are given to the chilg - Usually the names of grand-parents
Marriage is Usuajj
of polygyny occur. A du tOnogam(,uS type though frequent cases
cascs of child  mapy, Triage is the general rule. A few
marriage varies nOrmayyy, fra € found now-a-days. The age of
girls and 20 to 25 3 ao 16 to 20 years of age in case of
marriage among Certajp, . se o.f boys. The Mahalis prohibit
®8ories of relatives. Marriage with-
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in the same clan groups and immediate kin-groups are strictly
prohibited. Marriage with blood-kins and woman related in the
direct line of descent are strictly avoided. A man marry his
wife’s relations of same or descending generation. Tribal endo-
gamy is strictly maintained. Union between cross-cousins takes
place incidentally. Payment of bride-price in cash and presen-
tation of women clothes are important aspects of Mahali mar-
riage. Bride-price varies from Rs. 24.00 to Rs. 64.00 according
to bride’s beauty, ability of running household work and econo-
mic condition of the bridegroom’s father. There are atleast
seven types of approach by which the Mahalis secure their
wives. These are ‘(a) Salish bapla i.c. regular marriage by nego-
tiation through marriage-broker or Dutamdar, (b) Indigosha or
Duar lebet ie. keeping of a girl in husband’s house beforc the
actual consummation of marriage having preliminary talk with
the parents of the girl; (c) Gharmechrano i.e. marriage by intru-
sion, (d) Angir i.c. marriage by clopement or Aurapar or tana
i.c. marriage by force; (¢) Sanga i.c. widow remarriage; (I) Raji-
khusi or Raja-raji or Nirboloona i.c. marriage by courtship or
mutual consent; and (g) Ghar-jowie or resident son-in-law. Sor-
orate and levirate arc not obligatory now but they are found to
‘occur quite frequently. Divorce is quite easy in Mahali society.
Any of the partners may bring complaint and after hearing in
the Bichar Sava or organisation of justice of their own, divorce
is permitted on sufficient grounds. Three causes of divorce are
mainly predominant namely adultery, barreness or sterility and
incompatibility.

The dead bodies are both buried and burnt. Children below
five years of age, death due to epidemic diseases and dead body
-of leper, are usually buried. The Mahalis have their separate
‘burial or cremation ground known as Sasan. During cremation
-or burial all the belonging of the deceased are cremated or buried.
The utensils of brass or any other objects of high price are auc-
tioned in the cremation ground. Excepting the relatives and
-clan members of the deceased, anybody can purchase these things.
Purificatory ritual is observed after ten days when the agnates of
the deceased shave and take purificatory bath.

The Mahalis, like other tribes of the area, have got their
own democratic organisation. They have their own organisa-
tion of justice or Bichar sava, which keeps control over the ad-
ministration of the village as a whole. The Bichar sava is cons-
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situted of all grown-up male persons as its members. The cases
are dealt with by this Bichar sava according to traditional tribal
porms. All the members are required to present in the meetings
of the Bichar sava which is presided over by the village head-
man or Manjhi Haram. The office-bearers of the Mahali
Bichar sava are Manjhi Haram, Goraits or assistant headman,
and Paranik or deputy headman. Al the posts are hereditary.
Though the posts are hereditary but the succession of office
depends on the efficiency of the inheritor. This succession is

‘based on the prescribed qualifications attaining which any of
the descendants may inherit .

The Mabhalis believe in
certain objects, persons,
doctors, witch-finders ca]j
exercise these spirits g,

e mysterious powers possessed b}l
Spirits and deities. There are spirit
ed Ojhas or Gunnis who are able to
. > and  ghosts, Spirits or Bongas may be
differentiated or classified according to their attributes. Some of
them arc benevolent in Nature such as Basumata (Mother earth),
pharam (God of righteousnegg
: epidemic diseases), Chandi (2
female forest' .dext)’), Mansa (Golggzglcofdinfke:)’ Haramko
(Ancestor SPIfit).  The Goddess Sitla and Chandi are held with
awe and respect beC.ause Of their hot temper. They easily be--
come BT fo'r minor Negligence to their propitiation and
becom® beﬂeﬁCIent‘ When dppeased with the proper prayer,
offerings and Sacrlﬁf:es, The malevolent spirits are Yugini or
Sima Bonga who reside at the outskirts of the village and other
ghosts of lower order like Chz'rghum" Baghot, Gomua etc. There
are experts;( rlwho Practise botp, sacred and profane ocult arts.
T'he.y al-‘:naincl)er variously in Mabhali society. The sacred spe-
CIa]llasatfis. Nagkee)i{zrt t!]eir influence for the betterment of the:
l{\g:mancesz Pargana i.:3’lllage prie'?‘t performs all religious per-
pones in the river; Par;;n'(;: remC}mal disposer of .the deadman s
shaman who ascertaing ! aSSlfits the village prlest;.Rum IC
erforms several fUnctionSe enslf“}g misfortune ; Gunni or Ojh2
spirit-harbourist, Witch. g, 38 diviner, medicineman, sooth-sayer-
the evil doers. Ty sope. ot¢ The profane-specialists are
plack-magic which i ferer or the black-magician pl‘E}CtlSCS
or harm. The Dajp or win s Ban or Singer. It causes illness
social in habit anq ¢, * €1 practises ocult art. They are ant-
can be both male ang f, elight in malevolent practices. They
€ persons.
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There are number of festivals prevalent in Mahali society.
Some of them are connected with the worship of their deities
and spirits who are supposed to protect them from natural cala-
mities and others are associated with their economic life. Magh
sim is a communal festival performed in the month of Magh
(January-February). This is the festival of certain new fruit.
offerings. They believe that the observance of this festival pro-
tect them from epidemic discases like small-pox, cholera etc.
Fowl sacrifice is made to the diety named Dharam, Garam,
Marangburu (Hill God), Haramko and Yugini (Goddess of
epidemic diseases) as a token of respect. Baha festival is
observed on the full-moon day in the month of Phalgun (Febru-
ary-March). Offerings of flowers like Sal (Shorea robusta),
Polash (Butea frondosa), and Mahua (Madhuka latifolia) are
made to the deities. Likewise Asaria is performed in the
month of Ashar (June-July) before the paddy-seeds are sown.
Dasai festival is observed in the month of Aswin (September-
October) on the 8th day of the brighter half of the moon to avoid
attack of evil eyes and evil spirits. This is held in honour of
Goddess Durga. Nal sakrat is held in the month of Aswin
(September-October)' to feed ‘Sad’ (the desired food) to Goddess
Lakshmi (Goddess of wealth). Akhan festival is observed on the
first day of the month of Magh (January-February) to express
gratitude to God Dharam for good harvest. Sakrat is held in the
month of Paus (December-January) and involves individual wor.
ship of Goddess Lakshmi. The Mabhalis like their caste neighbouyrg
also perform Tusu festival. Karam festival is performed on a new.
moon day in the month of Bhadra (August-September). Besides,
the Mabhalis also worship, Lord Hari, Lord Satyanarayan (the
truth incarnate) Viswakarma (the deity of mechanics and tech.
nology and Goddess Kali (Goddess of strength). All of them,
belonged to the Hindu religious pantheon.

o

Portrait of the Mahali economy is an exposition of €arning
patterns of the Mahalis. The study is designed to dlSCOver
social regularities in an alien setting and to attribute meaning
to these regularities. The Mahali economy Pportrays a sma|p
scale non-monetary or partially monetised economy. The ep.
tire ranges of economy are based on the collecting of household
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census, recording the patterns of basketry and its technology
and ways of disposal, plotting of landholding, recording of share-
cropping and labourerships, taking data on income and expendi-
ture patterns from representative samples, observing the context
of exch.ange a}nd valuations and calculating the output of the
productive unit.  These have been considered as the standard
field pro?edures to form a Specific idea of the earning patterns
of t'he tribe concerned. There g no pretention to quantify the
available economic data fo, methodological innovation like the
construction of subsistence exchange ratio for the cxtended
household of Northern Nigeria® or the devclopment of annual
output }ndlces fo{ the artisap communitics® and ratio of labour
export in Rhodesian triby) society?

Mabhali economy j .
Y Is the pivot of peculiar and pervasive

organisation and remarkably g; . K
. 1 "
directed or industria] ¥ differs from the monetised, market

economy is designed to ?::ety. The portrgit of the Mabhali
in somc measures. The csrpret.and f.:xplam th.cse dlﬁe(e{lces
tive economies “as polar nver!tlonal interpretations .of primi-
ade on the basis of OPposite to market economies” were
rflijcld work has reVealedSOme field investigations®. The ntodern
govern the economy of n;haf there are many variables which
;16)( phenomenon. The qun‘lljdustria] socicty and it is a com-
maXimisation and thinking Cstion about the economic incentives,
fusions. The study revea)g :)h advantage often arise many con-
of action in the arra“gememse Patterns of rationality, of choice,
than the queries to the Presen of socio-cultural variables rather
The €conomic chojce ¢¢ of rationality in Mabhali economy.
cultural structures, aclivity are subserviant to socio-
Economy is the y,

use of every resourceg avaoiie p‘:Oblem of living, the economical
sub-system of the SOciet ables. Tpe economy as the functional
cconomic functions apg thénphasises the study of the nature of
other funfﬁon& The Congr, Ways in which they are related to
pas certain aspects i €te structure of the Mahali society
their OWI- The Variety COHeCtively constitute a system of
social inst'ltutlons Whoge . Structural patterns of the Mahali
peen considered to elabor;):m]ary functions are economic have
also embraces the deg; € their earning patierns. The study
jp Midnapur and attemy, b CScription of the -Mahali . economy
3 been made to assess its level of
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_performance. Economic action is provision of goods and ser-
vices for the satisfaction of wants. Provision includes exchange
and transportation of goods since they anticipate to such goods
where they actually wanted®. The terms provision and *pro-
duction of utilities” are synonymous. Both of them empha-
sise the production of goods and services which are the means
of satisfaction of wants. Direct want satisfying action is there-
fore non-economic. The direct satisfaction of wants within
economic system is production, for instance, the suppliers - of
baskets (Mahalis) are supplying baskets to the basket traderg
and by which they are satisfying the ‘want’ that ariscs out of
the demand of baskets by the betel-lcaf dealers for the packing
of betel-leaves. The basket traders place orders to the basket
supplier to meet the demand of the betel-leaf dealers. Thjg
want is intermediate one, it is the packet of the betel ieaveg
that can satisfy wants outside the economic system of the
Mabhalis itself.

Production of consumer goods to satisfy human wants jg
the rationale of economic activity’. Economising is a process
of doing things by allocation of scarcity and choice from the
alternatives®. Thus the term economy emphasises conscioysg
decision, choice, determination and desirable or essential role of
alternatives between choice and efficiency. Scarcity involyeg
- economising. Economic factor of course may enter even ip the
case of the utilisation of free goods which entail €CONnOmising
The application of the concept depends on the ends for Which
it is sought. For maximisation of satisfaction choices are magq
and free goods becomes an economic one. The provision ¢
basic needs (food, clothing and shelter) and implementg in-
volve choice which are governed not only by the available iten
but by the cultural patterns of the individual an'd his technojq.
gical skills. Goods and services. to satisfy want 1s not only the
determinant of choice between alternatives. The satisfactiop,
also depends on the available goods and types of wants, Hence
economising is dependent on the cultural matrix. Culturg)
needs and available resources circumscribe the wants of peoples.
Social conventions, religious beliefs and faiths, aesthetic concep.
tions, ethical prescriptions all govern the diameter of the wangg
of people together with time, place and circumstanc:as In which
they can be satisfied”. The Mahalis consume lavishly jn g,
month of Magh (January-February) and Phalgun (February,.
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March) on festive occasion
after harvest. But they suffe
Sravana  (July-August),

when there are plenty of paddy
[ acute shortage in the month of
Bhadra (August-September), Aswin
(September-October) ang Kartick (October-November) which
could be dragged with litt]e effort if the food is conserved in the-
month of Magh (January-February) and Phalgun (February-
March). It is a question of choice governed by the drive to
maximise satisfaction in te

: le. the individual is the point from
which all theoretical p rinciples begin have changed to the process
of economising, essentially baseq op the broader organisaticn of
the society. Individual of course is referred in specific situation.
Man’s economy is submerged in his social relationshipt®. Thus -
valids Paulme’s!t Statement thyy the individual acts not for-
the safeguard of his gef interest i, the possession of material
goods but ff)r the safe-guard Of his social standing, social claims
and his social assets:,. The value lies in the material goods only
when the}' e s end. Paulme’s conclusion subscribes that
the indiv1c?u:?ls and social factors the economic process are
more realistic. Motivatiop Of each individual lies consciously
but indirectly in the desire of the well-being, wealth, prestige of
o or Teeling of one ol trong  ethnocentrism and patrio-
;-ils:r:czr ii?gge?ftzgeﬁzﬁf e aracterised by the Mabhali society.

i i € and e ice and whatever
the det’i’rh?ﬁgtiie: fo;t’thc hoice U)l(tti(;lrnletxtcc;i igzl(;ndividual’s con-
:ﬁ:n'scarcity and resoUrczs uals are limited and dictated by

. . n . < the -
individual is considere( as thg Values of his culture. Thus the

. ¢ I r a
member Of his socicty in Ao _ocOnomic unit who operates as
group. The consumptijgy,

Cordance with the culture of the

tural resource 0ods to satisfy wants depends on-

the nau™ f th on € Man-poyw f the Mahalis. The
technologies CC{) t 1? Mahajjg thoug, ps : eg 0 : cpressed if the
form.of goo ts Which g 0 be g lm}?e are e technology
Permltls z:(:urccz stake advant, of “Oulllg t tof,,’ ?esources. Hones
natutramust be pr’ezlsle]::? “Power, €Chnijcg] 1lr(na :’V]edae, capital equip- -
me economy, N the Prodyctiye i cess:s of any fluctu-
atlrlgman-POwer are th, . li economy pl;;e natural resources :
and equipment of tecl? © factorg ’C italisation is scarce.
The n the raw maten91° Is simp'le a?,ﬁ intermediate steps.
betweeare few. Besidesrla A the  broduction of consumable-
goodS » the inventor)l,) goods and services and:’

is
Indivig
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the range of wants to be satisfied, as expressed in the standard
of living of the people are relatively restricted. The margin be-
tween the available resources and physical survival is slender.
The scarcity of availtble goods in this society holds the factors of
choice to the narrowest ranges. The wants are biological in
considerable degree and in the form of survival itself. The pro-
duction of goods and distribution involved little of the profit
motive and only in special cases labour is hired. There is little
room for entrepreneural function. The Mabhalis are living closest
to the marginal or subsistence level with poor technical know-
ledge and few implements of simple type. Thus their choiceg
are circumscribed by the capacity of exploitation of natural
resources.

The family is the unit of production and consumption jp
Mahali society. In the economic system pecuniary factor partially
enters. Elementary types of goods and services occur mostly op
the basis of an immediate ad hoc kind of give and take. Hepce
the problem arises in assessing the nature and forms of ex.
changes and the kinds of choices that are made, which also take
on a new and particular shape. Inside the village, where the
Mahalis reside, there is a face-to-face relationship between ,
producer of basketry and a consumer of it. He may belong tq
any community. Here the market exists in rudimentary form
by definition only. Outside tht village in the more com lex
system of economy based on special basketry market (the bie
basket locally known as ‘jhuri’ which the basket.-traders pur.
chase to supply it to the betel-leaf dealers for their disposa] of
betel leaves) is run on exchanges involving the use of pecup;,,
media that is money.” The market here pOSSesses an objective
and formal existence which facilitates exchange of goods bas.
kets) between the Mahalis and other community rather thay be.
tween a Mahali and a Mahali. The degree of SPeCialiSati0n
in production involves the importance of market to effectyate the
exchange of goods. )

Economic activity of the Mahalis always _1nvolves allo.
cation of resources Which implies choices, for instance, Choic(;
between different applications of available resources, chojgg bet.
ween different applications of effort, choice between pregep and
future needs. Specific wants are always cultural to some exte
and thus varies from society to society. Because of scarcit ne

AP Y of
the resources some of the wants of individuals or 8roups o N
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particular society are satisfied less fully than actually desired.
Economic action differs from economising which in the simp le
sense is allocation of scarce resources among two Or mqrc
ends. All cconomic action involves at least implicit economis-
ing. The economy refers to a system in which goods and ser-
vices are produced and provided.

In two senses the economic action is rational. Firstly the
production of utilities requires some technical rationality and
secondly production of utilities requires economising and the
producers must think of costs. However in both the senses
rationality is a matter of degrce. The problem of efficiency and
the problem of assessing are difficult in both the senses. The
Mahali economic system is traditionalistic. In this economic
system, the modes of production is always dictated by the cus-
toms and conventions, Hence in Mahali economy, the concern
for technical efficiency for the improvement of the want satisfying
aspects of utilities are slight. Even in the traditionalistic eco-
nomy of the Mahalis there Jies little scope for rationaiising the

roduction in the sense of production of utilities with minimum
cost. So tl.le‘remarks that the economc action is directed to-
wards maximisation of prodyction or satisfaction of wants or
produCUOﬂ of Utilities cannot be made®®.

The concrete fusjop of economic system with the other
SUb-symﬁl of the society has been called the “cmbeddedness™ of
economy™*. The embeddedness of economy in Mahali society is
of course, di sturbed  whep the use of money becomes more
jmportant owing o increasing  demand of their baskets for
acking bel:je]'l?avcs in "Midnapur. One of the most common
effect tht S th.e Weakening of kin-groups and kin-relations
peyond tt; lee-dlate family and decreasing of the size and
types Of fft a;u y.  Structural atomism of the society is the
outeroP . - he individual js to some extent cast adrift from
¢he close Slgiogser:onal Telations, The Mahalis become more and
more Co:nts areo What Money can buy; their standard of living,
thell wweaken thgraduauy changing. Thesc developments, of
course s 1o ch : old kinship ties. The basket-traders induce
the MZalis are . g;%e.their patterns of basketry and consequent-
M2 rather ‘than Coua-lly becoming dependent on the basket-
ira e(rjf price and delnnsum.er villagers and vulnerable to fluctua-

ti‘or;vfahali baskets ip Miq In a wider market. fl“hus thc? demz.md
of Napur tends to substitute universalism
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for particularism, ascription for achievement and diffuseness for
specificity*?,

The process of production requires four factors, namely land,
capital, labour and entreprencurship. Land as a factor of pro-
duction includes three kinds of resource. Firstly the physical
resources of production includes land in the narrow sense, such
as land used for agriculture and other resources given in nature .
ie. bamboo for basketry and also which modified by human
effort. Secondly, there are skills based partly on knowledge and
partly on ability say for instance skills in technology, knowledge
of market condition and business experience. Lastly there are
certain attitudes and motives necessary to production as an ordered
and continuous social process which include eagercity of work
and willingness to reserve some physical resources for produc-
tion rather than consumption. These components of land un-
derlie the whole processes of production in the Mahali society.
In spite of their fluctuations in specific opportunities for produc-
tion and remuneration for each economic act, these components
of land are relatively stable and constant. These components
of land depend on the cultural matrix of a community. Tech-
nology and the rest that is the cognitive components are mainly
cultural. But the attitudinal or motivational components are
dependent to certain cultural values, for instance, the values of
work, values of economic rationality and values of saving and
investment.

The capital differs from the land in that it is fluid and chan-
geable in quantity and only is available for some specific return.
The Mabhali institutional patterning of produuction involves the
transformation of capital into utilities which return directly or
indirectly through sale of baskets, sale of labour etc. Capital
is the means of all production. The third factor of production
is labour and similar to capital it is relatively fluid and invest-
ment is made for a particular productive role for acceptable
remuneration. The fourth factor of production is the function
of combining other factors of production in new ways for the
adjustment to changing situations, for the introduction of new
technology and products, for new organisation or for opening
of new markets.- This is the entreprencural function. The
entrepreneur is an innovator. The Mahali economy is more
07 less stable and in stable economy emergence of entrepreneur
is difficult.
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. family members.
In Mahajj society labour is contrlt;‘é:z(dl lt)g provide fof>d a?fi
Though the heag of the family are exp Mabhali means his w p
shelter for hig ‘Parivar’ (by which a ife and other male an
and sons) yet the entire family, ie. the wi hildren of the family
female memberg €Xcepting the immature coducﬁon of basketry.
in some way or ope. contributes to the prsome occasion, other
Thus the Productiong of basketry al}d n t of labour po.wcl‘
roductions are e outcome of the mvCStmefn mily contribution,
gf the family Members, These aspects Oj aLand is relatively
these skills ang yqp . are part of lan n. This governs the
stable than othe three factors of productio 'e ulates the moYe-
entire economy of ¢ Mahalis and even -rS%ance the quantity
ment of other factors of production. 1:-"?1' n d specific fields of
f labour varies according tq jts availability an esupposes land
° tivity to which i is applied but it alwa)iS pr eneral. The
;anuse of a recognition of the value of working in gible even in
bour, capital ang entrepreneurship are more ﬂe]X nd itself i.e.
fa rt-run market Conditjong. Though in long-run a short-run
sh?ues and knowledg, Production changes yet lfltal is pro-
va ever, land is po¢ Changeable contribution. Qapl money-
h%Zd in Mahalj society by the well-to-do caste Hlndusers near
- dér, surplus agriCUlturiStS, basket-traders, shOP-OW“S I;rovidc
]e'n nds, kins and in the form of labour, fami]}.’ member. all the
Capitals encouraging Productions, The capital from rocity, a
e ces may Come jn Or in kind. In case of e 1:1)1 urely
Soull; ali gives hig laboul' Or services to another Wl]tl atpsome
Ma't understanding o, S0t the sides that the other wi
tacle give somethin
tim

- rn. This
€qual or greater value in retu
xchange lacks fOFmality of contract,
e
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The present stugy, :
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i o IS confineqg to 25 sample villages sca

ver the Mahah Conce
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Dtrateq areas of different police
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communities yet they live divisively apart in separate hamlet.
There is no definite plan of their settlement. The village roads
and lanes are poorly developed with ill-sanitary arrangements.
In some villages mere foot-tracks along the paddy fields are the
only communicable links. The main source of drinking water
is pond or well or natural sources like stream and rivulet. One
or two tube-wells in some villages are found which are sunk by
the local Block Development Department of West Bengal. Each
village has some public or communal places like the Jahersthan
(sacred grove), or the deities Dharam, Garam, Jaher-era etc.
The random samples include twenty-five villages from seven
police stations. The detailed lists of the villages of each police
station are appended below. The number of total families live
in each village is given in parenthesis. There are four villages
in Dantan police station, namely Kanjipara (18) with 107 persons
including 56 males, 51 females, Panchrol (22) with 154 persons
comprising of 80 males and 74 females, Jayrampur (17) with 102
including 54 males and 48 females and Ganjipur (15) with 75
persons including 38 males and 37 females. There are seven
villages in Narayangarh police station. These are Kotai (31)
‘with 165 persons comprising of 77 men and 88 women, Bhadra-
kali (13) with 56 persons including 31 men and 25 women, Ban-
katala (6) with 27 persons comprising of 16 men and 11 women,
‘Chotomatkatpur (12) with 60 persons including 31 men and
29 women, Amidangar (12) with 50 persons including 24 men
and 26 women, Nilambarpur (4) with 20 persons including 10
men and 10 women and Ektal (13) with 56 persons including
31 men and 25 women. Three villages have been sclected from
the Kesiari police station, namely Tilabani (14) with 79 indivi-
duals including 38 men and 41 women. Pirot (115) with 82
individuals including 42 men and 40 women and Aguibani (12)
with 76 individuals including 39 men and 37 women. Likewise three
villages also have been selected from Kharagpur police station,
namely Phatikchua (14) with 84 individuals including 40 men
and 44 women, Kuldiha (17) with 110 including 53 men and 57
women and Jhilinga (20) with 89 individuals comprising of 41
men and 48 women. There are four villages in Sankrail police
station for instance Baghuansol (22) with 141 persons including
62 men and 79 women, Gurigot (15) with 81 persons including
38 men and 43 women, Bhallukkulla (i3) with 60 persons includ-
ing 31 men and 29 women and Bhankisol (11) with 56 persons
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TABLE—1
Distribution of population by age and sex
A 7 ’
groi: Male % Female 2 Total % of Sex ratio
total Of. malcs
per 100
females
Infants and
children : . :
0-4 90  4.10 102 4.65 192 875 8323
5-9 117 5.34 118 5.38 235 10.72 99.15
10-14 109  4.97 110  5.01 219 9.98 99.09
Sub-total 316 14.41 330 15.04 646 29.45 9545
Adults :
15-20 99 4.51 92 4.19 191 8.70 107.60
21-25 89 4.05 89 4.05 178 8.10 100.00
26-30 96 4.37 96 4.37 192 8.75 100.00
31-35 101 4.60 100 4.56 - 201 9.16 ; 101.00
36-40 92 4.19 88 4.01 180 8.20 104.54
41-45 59 2.69 56 2.56 115 5.25 105.36
46-30 48 2.18 51 2.32 99 4.51 94.12
51-60 36 1.68 42 1.91 78 3.59 85.71
Sub-total 620 28.27 614 27.99 1234 56.26 100.97
Old :
61-up 148 6.75 165 7.54 313 14.29 89.69
Sub-total 148 6.75 165 7.54 313 14.29 : 89.69
Grand .
total 1084  49.43 1109  50.57 2193  100.00 97.65

The other interesting feature noticeable is that the predomi-
nance of the females over the males in the “‘infants and children™
category goes on increasing when sex ratio in the: age group
10-14 increases to 99.09 from 88.23 in the age group 0-4. This
indicates that the male child mortality in the village is high. In
other age group of 61 and above too, the females predominate
over males by a considerable extent and there are 89.69 males
for 100 females. This clearly indicates that females live longer
than males.

The classification of marital status adopted for the purpose
of present analysis is fourfold and includes unmarried, married,
widowed and divorced. i

The distribution of population of the village by age, sex
and marital status has been provided in Table 2. The table
shows that out of a total population of 2,193, approximately

Mabhali—2

-



Age-group Unmar-

Male

Female

Total population

Married Widow Divorced Total Unmar-

Mar- Widow Divor-

Total Unmar-

Mar- Widow Divor- Total

ried ried ried ced ried ried ced
Infants and children :

0-4 90 — - - 9% 102 - - - 102 12 - = = 1%
59 117 — — — 17 .18 - - —- us 25 - — — 235
10-14 105 4 - — 109 101 9 — — 10 206 13 — — 219
Sub-total 312 4 — — 316 321 9 — — 330 633 13 — — 646
Percentage  98.73 127 — — 100 9727 273 — ~ — 100 9783 217 — — 100

Adults :
15-20 51 48 — — 99 35 517 — - 92 86 105 — — 191
21-25 21 63 2 3 89 — 77 7 5 89 21 140 9 8 178
26-30 1 82 4 9 96 1 82 2 1 96 2 164 6 20 192
31-35 1 79 2 19 101 — 79 2 19 100 | 158 4 38 201
36-40 — 73 6 13 92 — 65 6 17 88 — 138 12 30 180
41-45 — 39 13 7 59 — 39 b 9 56 — 78 21 16 115
46-50 — 32 10 6 48 - 36 8 7 51 — 68 18 13 99
51-60 — 19 12 5 36 — 21 13 8 42 — 40 25 13 78
Sub-total 74 435 49 62 620 36 456 46 76 614 110 891 95 138 1234
Péli;entage 11.94 70.16 7.90 10.00 100 5.86 7427 149 1238 100 892 7220 7.48 11.19 100
61-up — 108 24 16 148 — 104 31 30 165 - 212 55 46 313
Percentage — 7297 16.21 10.82 100 — 63.08 1879 18.18 100 — 6173 1757 14.70 100
Grand Total 386 547 73 78 1084 357 569 77 106 “1109 743 1116 150 184 2193
Percentage 35.61 50.46 6.74 7.19 100 32.20 51.30 694 956 100 3388 50.89 684 839 100
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33.88 per cent are unmarried, 50.89 per cest married, 6.84
widows or widowers and 8.39 per cent divorced. The propor-
tions however vary among the two sexes. Whereas 50.46 per
cent of the males are married, the corresponding percentage of
the female is 51.30. Out of 150 widoweds, 73 or 6.74 per cent
are widowers whereas 77 or 6.94 per cent are widows. This indi-
cates the general trend that there are proportionately more
married women than men, but there are more widows than
widowers.

Widow remarriage is in vogue among the Mahalis and poly-
gyny is also practised by them. The table shows a total of 547
males and 569 females as married couples, ie., an excess of 22
females, which is due to some pcople taking plural wives.
Twentytwo men of different age groups are seen to marry two
wives, 9 of them are married as virgin and the rest 13 are either
as widowed or divorced.

An analysis of the marital status by age groups reveals that
there is not a single married person in the age group 0-9, but
in age group 10-14 only 4 men and 9 women are married which
signifies that child-marriage is not common, but has occurred in
certain cases. In the category of adults 72.20 per cent are
married, 8.92 per cent are unmarried, and 7.69 per cent are either
widow or widower and 11.19 per cent are divorced. The pro-
portion of married females is higher being 74.27 per cent in
comparison to males, which is 70.16 per cent. Out of a total of
357 unmarried females, 321 belong to age group 0-14, 35 to age
group 15-20 only 1 to the age group 26-30. As regards the age
distribution of 386 unmarried males, 312 belong to the age group
-of 0-14, 51 to the age group 15-20, 21 to the age group 21-25
and 1 each to the age groups of 26-30 and 31-35.

It was told that the reason for the males remaining bache-
lors so long was due to their inability to collect bride price, with-
-out which marriage could not be negotiated or solemnised. Two
Mabhalis remained unmarried in the age group of 26-35 because
they suffer from physical deformities.

The above analysis rcveals the significant demographic
feature that due to contact with caste people, a tendency to
marry in lower ages both among boys and girls is slowly growing.

The Mahali individuals who are just able to read and write
a little or can sign their names are considered as literates. The
total number of the literate persons in various age groups in the
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different Mahali villages under survey have been considered for
collecting data on literacy. The details of their condition of
literacy are given below in Table 3.

TABLE 3
Literacy on age group basis

Age group Literate Illiterate Total
Male Female Total Male Female Total

Infants and children :

0-4 — — — — —
5-9 36 21 57 81 97 178 235
10-14 31 25 56 78 85 163 219

Sub-total 67 46 113 159 182 341 454

Percentage 1476 10.13 24.89 35.02 40.09  75.11  100.00

Adults :

15-20 21 12 33 78 80 158 191
21-25 17 9 26 72 80 152 178
26-30 13 6 19 83 90 173 192
31-35 20 11 31 81 89 170 201
36-40 7 5 12 85 83 168 180
41-45 9 4 13 50 52 102 115
46-50 11 7 18 37 44 81 99.
51-60 5 2 7 31 40 71 78

Sub-total 103 56 159 517 558 1075 1234

gﬂccmage 836  4.54 1290 41.89 45.1 87.10  100.00:
61-up 20 6 26 128 159 287 313

Sub-tota 20 6 26 128 159 287 313

Percentage 639 192 831 40.89 50.80  91.69  100.00

Grand total o 108 298 504 899 1703 2001

Percentag S50 539 14.89 40.18 44.93  85.11  100.00-

Qut of a t . -
belonging to ageoz:osopulauon Of 2193 of all ages 192 infants
P 0-4, owing to their immaturity they are

excluded from the table . . . -
o al population of 2001.3 and thus calculation is estimated on

could be accounted fo In 25 villages, only 298 or 14.899%
terate. Both young andas literate and 1703 or 85.11% are illi-
education. It may pe S 9]d beople show very little interest in
to eradicate illiteracy b ?ld that with the Governmental effort
Schools have been esta}tl,l’lmparting free basic education, Primary
for adult educatiop :,Shed in many villages. Night Schools
yillages. But towardg thi;3 also been started in many Mahali

response. effort, the Mahalis show very little

“n



INTRODUCTION 21

On the basis of sex the comparative analysis of literacy
shows that males predominate over females by an appreciable
extent. Out of 298 literates there are 190 men and 108 women,
representing 9.509, and 5.399, respectively.

On the basis of age groups the children between ages 5-14
show more percentage of literacy than adults and old persons.
Thus it is found that in age group 5-14, nearly 24.899, are
literates among them 14.769%, are boys and 10.139, girls, which
shows that boys predominate over girls by 4.639%,. Again in the
adult age group of 15-60 a total of 12.909, are literates, of
whom men constitute 8369, and women 4.549,. Thus men
predominate by 3.829, over the females in this age group. In
the older age group of 61-up, only 8.319, are literates, of whom
old men constitute 6.399 and old women 1.929%,. Thus old
men predominate over old women by 4.479, in this age group.

From this analysis two interesting facts come into light.
Firstly, with succeeding generation, percentage of literates have
increased from 8.31—12.90—24.89 respectively. Secondly with
succeeding generation, the percentage of literacy among the
females have increased from 1.92—4.54—10.13 which shows that
women are taking education in recent generations in a degree
slightly more than what it was in older generation.

Information on how many persons among these literates left
studies and how many students are still attending schools have
also been collected. The data included in the table below have
been categorised into three age groups to show how early the
children leave studies. Zeal for education could not be deve-
loped amongst them owing to several factors : first for ignorance
and cultural vacuum the parents or guardians have not the real
inclination for education; and secondly for economic reasons the
Mabhali grown up persons are to utilise the services of boys and
girls who from early boyhood or girlhood days have to work

TABLE 4
School going literate.

.Age group Students attending school Students who have left studies
Male Female Male Female
No. % No. % No. % No. %
5-9 17 47.22 9 42.86 19 52.78 12 57.14
‘10-14 15 48.38 7 28.00 16 51.62 18 72.00
15-20 5 2386 2 16.66 16 76.14 10 83.34
N
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with their parents to assist them in their professional and earn-
ing occupation.

The details of the school attending students and those who
kave left their studies are given in Table 4 in accodrance with
their age.

The table 4 shows that out of 36 boys in ‘age group 5-9, 17
boys or 47.229, are still going to school and 52.78%, have left
their studies. Out of a total 21 girls of the same age group,
42.86% are still attending school and 57.14% have left their
studies. Thus it is seen that the school-attending boys predomi-
nate over school-going girls by 4.36%. In the age group 10-14,
out of 31 boys, 48.389, are still going to school whereas 51.62%
have left their studies. In the same age group 289, girls are
attending school and 729, left studies, school-going boys thus
predominate over school-going girls by 20.38%, a considerably
higher percentage. The main reason is that at this period, the
girls have to do a lot of household work as their mothers mostly
remain engaged with bomboo-work and as such the girls find
little scope to attend schools. In the next age group of 15-20,
the percentage of school-going students decreases in bath the
sexes, with gradual increase in percentage of students who left
their studies.

Adults from 21 years of age were seen to have complately
left the studies among the Mahalis of these 25 villages, only
five persons are seen to work as primary school teacher.
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CHAPTER 1
MAHALI ECONOMICS : OVERVIEW
1

The Mahalj technology of basketry and cyjtivation IS
relatively simple and the tasks involved in any productive act
are few. Each family (nuclear, joint or cxtended) has a single
(scarcely) or 5 number of producers that carries production from
the beginning to end, The Mahalis draw their livelihood m-ainly
from  bamboo-work with uncertain contract from the basket-
traders locally known as ‘Jhuri Mahajan’ and from the local
villagers ie. caste Hindus whom the Mahalis call ‘Diku’. In
agricultural seasop the Mahalis also do the job of agricultuﬁ*‘l
labourers, tenants of neighbouring land-holding Hindy caste a“fl
a few engage a5 owner-cultivator of small plots of Jand in their
possession, Intricacy of their bamboo-work require searching of
bamboo in the village or outside, bringing it to home on shoulder

sizing, - splitting, scraping, weaving and carrying it to basket
traders or the loc

al villagers for sale. They go out in search of
b'ambOO in the resident village or adjacent villages which occa-
sionally locateq at 5 distance of ten to fifteen miles. After selec-
tion of bamboyg and settling of its price with the owner, they climb
the bamboo-grove, cut several branches from the main bamboo-
trunk with the axes to separate it from all obstacles the branches
do and py down the bamboo to the ground. With skill and
labour they Prepare baskets out of the bamboo. The system 15
0One of balance in a complex demand but task structure is simple
T, e tools involveq require only human energy to operate.
ot carching ang carrying of bamboo to the home and then
le;n S 1o pieces for the convenience of splitting are the men cSl
WeaI\I/l‘ess' 0 and women equally do the splitting, scraping ane
Virtuaulllg and even carrying for sale. One man and woman ar
Yagas ; i(l)od as another in skill of bamboohwto}fk.ﬁ . sow
- ficultural operation the Mahalis plough the eld, s
;f)an.s plant, weeg and ll)lalrvest the crops. Except in ploughing and
sy T and Women equally participate in cultivation. The
HVision of laboyr follows lines of sex and age. The Mahalis
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lend to learn productive skills in the ordinary business of grow-
ing up and within age and sex categories there is high substitu-
tability of productive workers. The task and work are allocated
to the persons with much regard to functional differences in
skill of basketry or cultivation or other productivity which almost
always is circumscribed by age and sex. The basketry also
limits the size of the working partners who are almost always
family members. Except at the peak periods of bamboo-work
when the basket traders lay stress on hoarding basket for future
use just before the commencement of agricultural season and at
the time of ploughing, transplanting, harvesting or at organised
hunt at some day or fishing and gathering of wild products, large
working parties are not found. The working parties among the
Mabhalis are usually kins and community friends in the neighbour-
hood. However, the effort and production of basketry depend on
‘the load of the agricultural works.

There is no separate organisation in Mahali society which
exclusively deals with the production. Similarly the Mahalis also
lack stable social unit based on the principle of productive acti-
vities only. Henceforth the productive unit is dependent on and
aerived from other forms of social interaction. The family is
the productive unit and the bonds of kinship within and between
families and kindreds often provide the structure for economic
.activities. The political structure of the Mahalis with ‘heredi-
tary nobilities’ never forms any productive unit. There is no
territorial bonds to create local organisation of production. Eco-
nomic unit is based on some kind of social relations. The Mahali
productive unit like many other tribal communities of the
district is multi-purposed with the limitation in its recruitment
.of personnel, investment of capital, distribution of production
for the absence of labour-market, capital market and system of
distribution to factors of production. The Mahalis studied here,
are composed of 404 families. Each family prepares mainly big
baskets locally known as ‘Jhuri’ for sale to the basket traders.
Besides some other baskets of domestic use are prepared for
seldom sale to the local villagers on their sudden needs. Virtu-
ally each family follows the same technology’. Many People
persue agriculture mostly either by sale of their services as
labourers on daily wage or as tenants of the local landholding
‘Hindu castes on terms of equal share of paddy of total outturn.
The services of the Mahalis as free unattached agrarian labourers
_and tenants drive them to seek their employment right from the
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onsct of agricultural season and at this period the production of
bamboo-work falls. The local landholding castes (mostly the
Sadgop, Mahisya, Raju, and Brahman) are always in scarch of
the labourers or tenants and hiring of labourers or tenants 1s a
delicate job. The social distance and social position of the
labourers though are not considered yet the recruitments are based
on the good understanding and faith between the employer and the
employee. The relations are almost always extra-economic. The
multi-purposed  productive unit of the Mahalis provides the
accumulation of capital and its utilisation. Utilisation of capital
is based on non-economic criteria as the membership of the
productive unit is limited by the whole task structure of the
social unit rather than only economic.

Mahali economy is less flexible. They are carrying out
their livelihood from basketry for centuries together. The cul-

tural matrix, social constitution of the productive unit and
poverty have obstructed the

" inclusion of minimum scope of
technological ‘advancement anq any organisational innovation.
The change Is also retarded by the act of exclusion of all risk.
BUt.aH economics change the peripheral margin of the economy
leaving the core content unchanged under supply-demand dicho-
tomy. This is the flexible nature of economics. The Mahalis
too"Chsngi the ‘artl_cles of production je. the wypes of basketry.
Their bamboo-works Were mainly comprised of small-baskets of
domes ot of l;vemnowmg fan, umbrella etc. But with the im-
AR ?f luﬂ'.leaf Cultivation in the district, the betel-leaf
dea.lefrs a:ieis E:)rs&;ﬁ Y f{,‘ need of the big baskets to pz;ck their betel-
leaf ]or ¢ df:)alers. h_e basket traders supply the baskets to the
b?tel: e Th th which they procure from the Mahalis of the
dIStrIth' b sk:: unil Mahalis include in their bamboo-work, a new
::’ge;, r:taining tli: Zg;nioirtissture of demand from the.basket-
e 3 n : . .
iy s 005 eoanc "%, O s sconomy ot Th
traders%h ﬂexibil'trangers have channeled thei ecgonom' ti-
Vi ie ebambooivt',o:]: Oscilation of econom; ll-)etween tll(;e at(\;avo :
OI'CdS n.t .strangers Th and Agriculture is also provided by the
zflj;gis, where the.Mah:ISi’s rzrs?d the landholding castes of the
a8 B, g T o of s ot
halis reason-_
::Z later for Supply. of 1abo:hei:fo:ngr?:ulftzrrafugsllgs OfBl;ﬁke;; '
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them lend money to the Mabhalis, purchase their commodities and
labour for which they bind the Mahalis in larger network of
exchange. But the contractor-strangers and the resident stran-
gers are not morally bound to the Mabhalis as they live outside
the core of the Mabhali social structure.

The Mabhalis supply their baskets to the basket traders and
receive money for them. Again they supply baskets of domestic
use to the villagers and receive payments both in cash and in
kind. They are familiar with the monetary medium of exchange.
Inside the village, the standard of exchange is the paddy cur-
rency, sometimes salt currency with the shop owners, pottery
currency with the potters or reciprocal exchange of commodities
with other exchangers. Money in the sense of measure of the
value goods and services are less frequent inside the village.
Whenever money exists, usually it is the standard with the widest
sphere of exchange like “‘marriage money”, purchage of bullocks
from the markets, some luxury items, some items which confer
status and prestige (commercial medicine for treatment, transis-
tor sets etc.) and for ploughing one's field. However, media of
exchange depend on the appropriateness to each sphere of ex-
change. Big baskets are exchanged with the basket-traders for
money and domestic basketry are exchanged for money or paddy
or some other appropriate commodities inside- the village. Labour
in the agricultural field is exchanged for paddy and sometimes
for money, cloth for money, grocery for money or basketry,
bride for money or services as resident son-in-law. The media
and circuits of exchange are dependent in various systems of
exchange. The common system of exchange are markets and
reciprocity. The market system is widespread among the
Mahalis. It is free and open. Each basket-trader has some
client basket supplier (Mahalis) who supply the baskets to the
traders regularly for years together. Sometimes a special bond
of patron-client or personal attachment grow up between this
basket supplier and the basket trader which often turns into
an extra-economic relationship. The basket trader lends money in
needs, offer tenancy when possible. However this extra-economic
relationship often cuts down the risk of economic uncertainty of
the basket supplier and short fall of the supply of baskets to
the basket traders in extreme needs. The exchange in market
centre of the village is often run on credit for reciprocal interest
of mutual advantage or obligation. The surplus agriculturists
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of the village provide credit facilities to the basket makers for
which they demand assurance of labour in crucial time and
interest of loans.

Reciprocity is a form of exchange and is widely found
among the Mahalis. Reciprocity suppress the bargaining bet-
ween tWo parties. A Mahali offers free labour in his neigh-
bour’s fields and receives free labour in exchange. Thus two
[rieqc!s of ;the same village or other villages, two kins, twO
fe}mllles reciprocate each others need. Sometimes this recipro-
city 'O'f exchange occurs between two parties of different com-
munities of unequal but less social distance. Again reciprocal
exchange of commoditics and mutual services occur. For ins-
tance a Maha].l 8els an carthen pitcher from a pottei: in ex-
change of a winnowing fan, A smith sharpens the plough of 2
Mahali in exchange of a sma)j basker. These exchanges are for

near equivalence of 20ods ang X s
Men are the chief . services and approach fixed rate

of basketry, livestocks apital goods in Mahali society. T°'°]S
rovements in pro duet', agricultural implements and other .lm'
E)nd allocation of me 1Ve resources are controlled by conventions
;ng to concepts of lr]n aXMa_”PC_’WCr is organised to flow accord-
economic choices do not !Misation. ~ Capital, property rules, OF
the society. Work against the values and norms Of

However the €conomic g i
meaning from the Normg cH
by the norms and valy
goods and services, the ]
economic behaviour 4pe Process of distribution and standards of
The norms govern the .
economy are functiona]1m9St Social interaction. The society and
actors in the economicy ll?te'r(?ependentz. The same Mahalis are
Thus role performance’of {nship, political and religious spheres-
fit in some way with ¢ the head of the family as father also
fit with the believer of teh Tle of the basket-maker, which also-
role of authority POsition e Orak bonga, Jaher bonga, and alsO
jn Mahali society fOrbidm the family. The religious specialists
women. . the  economic role of the pregnant

The forms of sociy;
and services. The shif itlmctufe determine the nature of goods
shift in the society T © 2Vailable facilities also enhances the
yices change in accordapce Vo}ume and variety of goods and ser-

WIth the shift in social structure. The

vity of the Mahalis derives its

es0f the society. The resource is defined
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g?;ge in the pheripheral economic life of the Mahalis comes
dem the expansion of the sale of big baskets and spread in the
resid Nd of agricultural labourers in the villages where the Mahalis
to . The big demand of the basket traders allow the Mabhalis-

arn money in cash. The spread of monetisation gives the
1alis incentive to move upwards in the status ladder of the
On and they are trying hard to be absorbed in the Hindu
Caste fold. This cry for status elevation, of course is substan-
tiateq by radical changes in the social structure with certain

u.ml“SiOD and exclusion of upper caste customs. The monetisa-
ton apg

regi

. ew opportunities tend change in the role of corporate
km‘gr‘i”-lps and place more emphasis on the families to evaluate
the goods of society and to change traditional orthodoxy.

The function of economy is depended upon the interaction
Of its own parts. Keynes® fostered the concept of economic
data as g systematic body of interrelated information. The Mahali
€COonomic data embrace the ranges of production, consumption,
saving ‘and investment for the economy as a whole. The gross
income of the Mahalis shows how from different sources and
€COnomic activities income comes to individual families. The
Personal income account shows the income received by indivi-
dual Mabhalis in their role as participants in the productive pro-
cess. This also shows how much income the Mahalis dispose
of, that is, how much of their incomes go for consumer expendi-
tures and taxes and how much is saved. The account of saving
and investment shows the excess of income over expenditure
and capital formation if any.

II

The Mahali society is little developed both technologically
and economically. The action and behaviour patterns of them
are described as “traditional”. These action patterns are ineff-
cient, technologically non-complex and strongly resistant to inno-
vation. In the concept of Redfield’s* “folk society”, the social
acts in Mahali society typically are not “single interest”” byt
“multiple interest” actions. Thus Mahali productive activity not
only has an economic purpose but also is conceived of by the
members of the society as containing ritual clements, elements
pertaining to social cohesion or structure, ‘political goals™ and
others. Thus ‘“multidimensionality”” of all social behaviour is at
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the back of all hurdles in bringing out changes in behaviour.. In
case of unidimensional social behaviour change is easy. A given
action is conceived of not for a single specific objective but to
meet number of objectives, for example the behaviour as plough-
ing others field, sowing of paddy seeds, harvesting, splitting of
bamboo, weaving of baskets o engaging in exchange is conceived
of not only as economic activity but also as behaviour to kegp
status, and stable relations of 5 Mabhali with other persons in
his culture. So different forms of economic activity only are
acceptable to the society when they can meet most of the other
objectives which are met by the activity to be replaced.

In the sense of Tonnjegs “small community”’ the small group
in Mahali society is the relevant unit of social cohesion, the
members of which stapg in face-to-face relationships having
tribal ‘origin or kinship repypio Though the Mahalis are a
tribal group bUt they have strong association with other caste
groups of the village having Several socio-economic ties and joint

.occupancy of the village, The Mahat; status and they
tend to interact most fre ahalis have low

i 1 —duently with the other caste groups of
the VI]];;g'eilmTh: f? mily as a Productive unit loses its place cwing
to esta 1sd €nt of econom;e ties outside the kin group with the
basket traders and other caste groups. Similarly the intimate

relation with their own ¢ eities ; larl they
are gradually entering i, the loses its full significance as

0 . e

conflicts within and beyqn (t:::teh;:;gy'c Or:::z:ﬁf;ds to produc
Wel?e:rs eoncept of “traditiona] behaviour” describes that

the tradition oriented o raditional social action is based upon
the psychic attitude Set for the habitual work a day and belief
in the everyday LQUtme S an inviolable norm of conduct. This
does not @ean that the aditiong] action retards change. It is
djfﬁgult tof S:nlzzrate he Ma ali Society at different levels of eco-
nomic perfo '11016 b € relatjve “Quantity” of tradition-orien-
ted be}}aku::o sa-t their mem 1s show. The traditionalistic
acuonld ° vZIuesn :1:; > demang of reviv'al and revitalisation
of ?ts with the ¢ Jorms, Traditional action sometimes
COnﬂ}cnwation and “nand o Sanskritisation and technologi-
cal lr]icity or rapid acts a4 reinforcing element in retarding
dynamhand tries to q] cha ge. Traditionalistic action on the
other level of curre tevate © Out dated customs and practices
to the Ie etionar chn behavioural no Ny Traditionalistic action
has a T2 Y Character an tendsrrtnos.checl;c1 economic change.
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Thus there arise the conflict between the traditionalistic action
and modernistic action. The latter tries to obstruct the eleva-
tion of the outdated customs and practices to the current beha-
vioural norms and approves change in social behaviour in accord-
ance with contemporary needs. Hence, emergence of two groups:
‘conservatives’ and ‘progressives’ occur in the Mahali society.
The latter group by the process of exclusion of some tradition-
alistic action of the tribe and by the inclusion of some modernis-
tic action i.e. upper caste custom tries to accelerate ccrtain socio-
economic change in the society. However, traditional action and
traditionalistic action are implicit in Weber’s work.

Talcott Parsons’ develops the theory of pattern variables to
claborate the characteristics of tradition oriented society. Parsong
model consists of achievement—ascription, universalism-particular-
ism and specificity—diffuseness dichotomies. The Mabhali society,
in the sense of Parsons’ non-industrial society predominantly
exhibits features of ascription, particularism, functional diffuse-
ness in the fields of corresponding social action and to a certain
degree of functional specificity. The assignment of economic
roles in Mahali society is on the basis of status or ascription,
though agriculture is open to all. Parsons concludes that the
social mobility or the social change is difficult in the society where
economic roles are ascriptive. The Mahalis are basket makers.
The particularistic norms of economic action prescribe specific
occupation to them. Certain markets and transactions are mono-
polised by them and admission to it by the outsiders are resenteq
by them, for instance the Mahalis weave a special kind of baskets
locally known as ‘Jhuri’ for the basket-traders which they supply
to the betel-leaf dealers. Besides, the other kinds of basket
like winnowing fan, thick-sheet of basketry called ‘Chanch’ are
exclusively monopolised technology. The functional diffuseness
is not strictly characterised the Mahali society. Though a Mahay;
not only performs the tasks connected with bamboo-work apg
agriculture, he also repairs and builds his house, ma.kes his hupt.
ing and fishing implements, prepares his tools, occasionally makeg
fishing nets and other consumption goods yet functional speci-
ficity circumscribes certain economic roles. For instance 5
Mahali produces his baskets and crops. His implements of bag.
ketry and plough share are fitted and sharpended by the smity
in usual case. His earthen utensils are supplied by the potters,
clothes by the weavers and so on. Thus in the village the system,
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of social division of labour under the predominance of caste has
. led functional specificity, though certain economic roles are func-
tionally diffuse in Mahali society where mobility is difficult.
Thus the stability of the Mahali economics depends on the
“multi-dimensionality” which gives it the character of functional
diffuseness and incidentally retards change. The cohesion and
compactness of the Mabhali society are accelerated for ascriptive
economic roles. Though there is certain degree of specificity in
different economic roles in the village, the ascriptive norm en-
hances stability and internal compactness and retards change.
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CHAPTER 11

ECONOMIC RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES
I

The Mabhalis of Midnapur district are a twin occupational
group. Their economy is pivoted vocationally on bamboo-work
and avocationally on agriculture. Throughout the year, they con-
tinue to do bamboo-work, but only in agricultural season, they
reduce their activities partially and resort to agricultural pur-
suits. But very few of them possess substantial arable land. So
they take part in agricultural operations, either as day-labourers
or as seasonal labourers to cultivate lands of their neighbours of
the same village or adjacent villages. Many of them cultivate
small pieces of land under share-cropping (Bhagchas) system or
on contract basis (Sanja) from the existing land-owners. Some
of them also till the “Khas™ or Government-owned lands or small
pieces of land under their personal possession. In the present
situation, the income from bamboo-work alone is not sufficient
for the maintenance of their families in the majority of the cases.
Taking the village as a whole it would appear that they are eco-
nomically well below average, like the Kols* of Central India.
So they pursue agricultural pursuits to grow paddy which are
used for the consumption of their own familics. However,
though the performance of these agricultural pursuits are not
the primary sources of their income, these help them to meet a
large part of their financial needs, which remain unbalanced only
with the income from bamboo-work.

Children are sometimes sent casually by their parents for
herding cattle of the local people and to earn some money there-
by. Some of them do the job of domestic servants and thus
relieve their parents from economic burden to some extent. Very
few Mahalis are service-holders (office-peon, employees in
grocer’s shop and rice-mill, pointsman in Railway Station, lorry-
driver), in the local areas and a negligible number (only 5 per-
sons) have taken the profession of teacher in primary schools.

Besides, income from livestock is another stable source of
subsidiary earning of these people. Almost all the Mahali fami-
lies have a few livestocks like, hens and cocks. A few of them
herd swine, goats and bullocks are found in some houses.

Mahali—3
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Hunting and fishing occasionally add to their earning al-
th9ugh nominally. Collection of wildly grown products like,
edx.b]e roots and tubers and other vegetables, faggots, etc. are a
fiaﬂy practice of Mahali families, which is more intensive in
jungle areas than in non-jungle areas. Co-operation of all the
members of the family is very significant in Mahali families.

o

groug hg,f ngﬁl ?33:;3 of an economic system are indivic'iuals or
way. They fall ints when such groups are organised in some
units, on the one hafldtwo clearly difinable classes. Pr.oducn?n
on the other. A prod aﬂfi consumption or income-pooling units
individuals engag e‘f by uction unjt is any individual or group.of
in productive activity?, Or organised for the purpose of engaging
The adult

remain mainly e?g?;:;r.s’ both men and women of the family,
operations all the g In bamboo-work and in major agricultural
do many jobs, to assisty .th I,:“Ven tender-aged boys and girls also
ing the family income ;;r parents and thus help in supplement-
hands Wwith their parent ; e children of about 6 or 7 years join
and firewood, sometimeg In bamboo-work, collect jungle products
of the family, and someﬁi(;‘mff’panied by other elderly members
ther. A DOY of aboyr o o 0 BTOUPS Of 5 or 6 children toge-
and follows his fathe, years can prepare handsome baskets
for basketry, or fo’ :;;hen he goes out in search of bamboo
in agricultural operayi ¢ agricultural fields and helps him
Jarly, girls of about 19 32’ Or looks after the bullocks. Simi-

ars, follow their mothers when they g0

out for bringing wage,
engages herself in er domestic purposes. When the mother

other hOl:lsehold dutj U8 or sweeping the courtyard, or any
ways. Girls 100, aggje(’ the-r daughter helps her in all possible
cultural pursuits. Tp X°Ir mothers in basketry-work and agri-
force take part in pro 't shows that children as a non-labour
cial %e;gstab] S Uctive actiities, owing to pressing finan-
€ 5 indj

ons of all ages arem:;es that out of 2,193 persons, 1,701 per-

roductive category ?S(ers, that is nearly 77.56 l;elo’nging to

of persons 1. 1707 5. w Seen therefore that a greater number
hus the ratio betWeen W Orkers and 492 are purely dependents.
which means the Numpe, 'S and non-workers stands at 3.5 : 1
Purely dependents are very meagre
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TABLE—5 .
Workers and non-workers in Mahali families

No. of No. of persons Workers Non-workers

families Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
-404 2193 1084 1109 1701 851 850 492 233 259

in the Mabhali families. Women equally participate with men in
productive activities. For instance out of 1,701 workers 850 are
women which is nearly 49.979, of the total working force.

The table 6 below will indicate how far children and old
women can be treated as non-labour force even though they
take part in productive activities with the actual labour force
group® and how many of them remain as totally non-partici-
pants.

Many persons belonging to non-labour force in the age-
groups of 5-14 and 61l-up, participate in productive activities.

TABLE—6
Frequency of participation of non-labour and labour
torce as working force

Workers (working force) Non-workers Total

Male Female Total % Male Female Total 9%

A. Labour force:

Ages 15-60 620 614 1234 100.00 — —_ — _ 1234
B. Non-labour

force : :

Ages 0-4 —_ — — — 90 102 192 100.00 192

5-14 141 136 277 61.02 85 92 177 38.98 454
6l-up 90 100 190 60.71 58 65 123 39.29 313

Total 851 850 1701 77.56 233 259 492 2244 2193

Out of a total of 454 persons belonging to non-labour force group
(5-14), 277 persons take part in productive activities, i.e., only
117 persons remain non-participants, which means nearly 38.98%,
in age-group (5-14) are non-workers, while 61.029, are workers.
Algain, in non-labour force group of 61-up out of a total of 313
persons, 190 persons take part in economic activities of some
sort or other and only 123 persons remain non-participants. Thus
it is seen that nearly 39.299, are non-workers in this age-group.
It further indicates that the ratio of workers in labour force
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stands approximately at 28: 1:
group and non-laborg.:;)cmIIZ;rglllep persons are purely depende“t\
ettt age and their number stands at 192, L.
due t:uthgr te:rsg;s %n labour force group (15-60) are wc:1  are
It is thcrc?ofe apparent from the table 6 that 49? p: 1‘:32 per-
pon-participants, ie., a total of 2244%. OAmong t:'c:]te 8.75%:+
sons, children belonging to age-group (0-4) conslélt * atiute
and, boys and girls belonging to age-group (5-14) (61"-‘?)
807%, while old men and women of the age'gro?p on-parti-
constitute 5.629,, which shows that'the pc.:rcell]ltagc Oronup (0-4)-
cipants in economic activities is maximum in td e agel-ﬁ, o firm
The table thus indicates how in C?"]y life anc in oid
condition, the Mahalis participate in economic activities.

oI

. . . non-

The synoptic chart below about participation of. t'h(i:on of
labour force in different activitics will show the dl;llim and
labour between the sexes, what kinds of work they perfo .

.. s their
how far each of them participate in similar activities to run
families.

.. jvities
Types of participation of non-labour force in differertt activ
(5-9 years)

Boys
Occasionally they join hands
with their parents or elderly
members of the family in
bamboo-work, to assist their
elders in tending goats, driving
away birds, hens, cocks, so that
they cannot do any harm to
crops, look after grains kept for
crying in the sun, carry water,
food, etc., to their parents and
brothers working in the field.
At the end of this period of
Guty they regularly go out for
collecting  faggots, tubers and
wild edible roots from the
jungle and catch fishes from

paddy fields in company with
other siblings.

Girls od
At the beginning of this.pel'ihe
they do similar duties like his.
boys. Towards the end of reir
period, thcy accompany ! N
mothers to bring water frO
tanks in small pots. Often thei):-
nurse infants and help thet-
mothers in sweeping the Co;;ir
yards. They accompany tlec-
mothers in fishing or for col p
tion of edible roots and tubefs-
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(10-12 years)

Boys

They regularly participate in
bamboo-work and assist in bas-
ket-making. At the end of the
period, they accompany their
fathers to the paddy fields and
help them in sowing, ploughing
and taking care of bullocks.
They accompany their fathers
when they go out in search of
bamboo or collection of fag-
gots, and go to the market for
cdisposal of baskets. They are
also sent to the houses of other
neighbouring castes to work as
domestic servants or herders.

Girls

They regularly participate in
bamboo-work and assist their
mothers in all sorts of domestic
work like, cooking, nursing of
infants, cleaning of household

utensils, carrying, drinking
water, serving food to the
family members, etc. They

also go to market with their
parents for selling things.
Help their fathers in sowing,
weeding, etc. Often they are
sent to shops for purchasing
various articles.

(12— 14 years)

‘“Their activities are same as
.above, but done with more res-
ponsibility. They take responsi-
ble care of livestock, do bam-
boo-work, look after infants, do
:the job of herdsmen or domestic
-servants in the houses of neigh-
bouring castes, collect faggots
and jungle vegetable products
regularly and take part in fish-
ing and hunting operations, at
times. They catch fishes from
neighbouring ditches, tanks and
paddy fields. Occasionally make
winnowing fans and other bas-
ketry products and split bam-
‘boos: and scrape these into
strips for basket-making.

All their activities are similar
to the above, they take charge
of responsible domestic duties
and associated ceremonial per-
formances, take care of live-
stock, nurse infants, serve and
cook food and edible jungle
products. Collect small pilas for
cooking, etc. and assist the
family members in preparing
rice beer during festivals.
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(61-up)

Old-men

They do bamboo-work regu-
larly, right from splitting of
bamboos to disposal of bas-
ketry products, join their sons
in the paddy-fields for sowing,
ploughing and weeding opera-
tions and go to other villages
for securing bamboos. Very
old persons also do bamboo-
work and weaving, but do not
take part in agricultural opera-
tions or go for procuring bam-
boo. They also do not split
bamboo. They only scrape and
weave these into baskets. Oc-
casionally they take rest and do
these jobs whenever they feel
inclined and comfortable,

Old-women
They regularly take P2rt
domestic duties and ba™
work, right from weaving t%;
disposal of these products-
do not take part in agricultV!
operations. At the ripe old at
they only weave and nurs® !
fants and scarcely take Pt
other domestic duties.

Different activities of labour force
(15-60 years)

Men
Daily domestic duties -
(1) Bringing firewood, taking
care of children, scaring away
birds to protect grains, taking
care of fowl, goats, pigs, bul-

locks, sweeping courtyard in
some instances, or cooking
food.

Food collection -

(2) Searching about apq catch.
ing tortoise, collecting mush,

Women
Drawing water for domesti® ;::_
collecting fuel, bringing ine
wood, sweeping and clea?’l’s
house and courtyard, pl‘eP"'ﬂ;]lg
and serving food to fa’;nz
members, husking and pounc™’s

. t
" of rice, making beds, taking %

daily requirements of gfali?:
from Morai for husking, gino
nowing, grinding and poun ana'
corns, brewing rice beer
taking care of livestock.

collecting:

. . nd
Searching about a o ortoiSe:

edible leaves, fish,
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Men

rooms, fishes, meat, wild-fruits,
roots and edible tubers for
domestic use or for selling them
in the market.

Basketry :

(3) Carrrying bamboo, splitting
and scraping of thin strips,
making large and small baskets
and other types of basketry.
Preparing stand for scraping
bamboo splits, bamboo ham-
mer, etc. preparing axe-handle.

Garden and field work :

(4) Ploughing, hoeing, sowing,
digging, manuring, transplant-
ing, weeding, harvesting, carry-
ing paddy from fields to
threshing ground, threshing and
stacking grains etc.

Hunting and fishing :

(5) Preparation of hunting im-
plements like bolt, bow, spear-
shaft, arrow-shaft. Trapping
games, birds, mice. Fishing by
nets, basket traps, spearing fish-
es with trident harpoon and
catching fish with hooks, etc.

Hut construction :

(6) Marking out land for cons-
truction of huts, bringing poles,
ropes, straw, thatching, erect-
ing, trampling mud for plaster-
ing hut, rough plastering of
door made with bamboo strips,
etc.

Women

small pilas from ponds and
gathering wild vegetables.

Carrying bamboo, spliting and
scraping these into thin strips.
Preparing large and small bas-
kets and other types of bas-
ketry.

Transplanting, weeding, kar-
vesting, carrying bundles of
paddy and straw to the thresh-
ing arena when required.

Catching fish angling with
thread, bait, hook and trappinz
them with basket traps, nets,
etc.

Making ready straw bundles for
thatching, water for mud-mak-
ing, plastering walls and plinth,
ramming of floor with small
bamboo  hammers, making
small lumps of mud for hut
making and assisting males
in building walls.
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The divisions of economic activities, according to sex, have
been described in some chronological details in the synoptic chart
above. In the discussion below emphasis will be laid on the,
observation of some of the more marked aspects of activities of
adult life.

It is. c?b'vious that the basic division is drawn between in-
door activities, associated with production and processing res-
pectively. A woman’s tasks are limited mainly to the home and
the backyard, while a man’s work is conceived of as lying
outside h1§ .hous.e. In practice however this is not always
followcdh :gldly in thf: Mahali life. For example almost all
Xj?g?c;artic;:;?o:;o}-k in fields and for basketry and in this way
froquent through thl: 'outdoo‘r work.arc becoming more and more-
of baskets, performanllcl(::reasmg agncu.ltural pur§uits and demand
numecr)ous hWOIking Foron and production of which depend upon

n the o
indoors, for g:gzssl,;?;d’ men pass a good deal of their time
pairing houses and OtheOf bamboo—worlf and sometimes for re-
idleness. Although ids arl household objects and often in sheer
and producer and the wl)' the man should be food-provider
families-live on the p; Oman js the f.ood-proccssor, almost all
women through basketrgger Share. of income, provided by the
terms, it can be saiq thy anc.i agncu'ltural pursuits.  In general
pomic subsistence, the actl'“’qfh the increcasing necessity of eco-
beCOI\'l,‘leS lefss and lesg ma:l:;SC;Orl of labour between the sexes

ery few distiney :
woman, and thereu:.go"s are drawn between the man and the
performed by both the nslore a.n.d more activities that are being
tenance of a given ¢ exes, simply because survival or main-

A few wordg Mmic level demands it.
pour specialisation me said here about the specialists. La-
pot 2 single individyy meagrely. developed in this society and
Specialised activity, ea:es his living exclusively by a certain
Two Or tl‘lree People v, asket makers are also agriculturists.
agriculturists - and o as carpenters, are also basket-makers,
amongst the Map,), - 25 hired labourers doing odd jobs.
also do similar joh¢ ’Gsch?ol teachers and service-holders

inly 2re food.gp, Unnis or Ojhas or the Medicinemen
paskets to sell thep, ¢ s agrioultural fields and prepare

Mahalis' ) the basket-traders like other ordinary

ono,
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Thus it seems that everyone derives his daily sustenance
from a variety of activities for which special skill provides only
a fraction.

v

Occupational patterns of the Mahalis comprising 1701
workers of both sexes have been depicted in Table 7 to show
what types of work they pursue to earn their living.

Primary occupation [bamboo-work]

AGE GROUPS
61 —UP

31 — 60

15 — 30

-,
1!

__
11

.
-
]
+—
au
L1
-
L1

—
4
s
_
O
)

5 —14

FEMALE

] 1 1 | L 1 1 J 1 1
o 1I0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

PERCENTAGE

It is clear from the table 7 that the Mahalis are primarily
bamboo-workers. Out of 1,701 workers, 1,626 persons of all
.ages engage in bamboo-works, i.e., nearly 95.59 per cent do so.
In non-labour force in the age group of (5-14), out of 277

boys and girls, 214 or 77.25 pursue basketry, among whom 95
boys out of 141 and 119 girls out of 136 do this work repre-
. senting 67.37 and 87.50 per cent respectively. Thus girls pre-
dominate over boys in this occupational type. In the age group

. of 61-up, all persons do bamboo-work, although they belong to
the non-labour force group and thus constitute a part of the
tota] working force. In the labour force age group of 15-30,
“736 persons (98.799), out of 745 persons take part in



TABLE—T

Occupational patterns (Primary)

Non-labour force

Labour force

Age-groups Age-groups Total

Occupation (5-14) (61-up) (15-30) (31-60)

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male  Female Total Male Female  Total
1. Bamboo work 95 119 214 90 100 190 371 365 736 237 249 486 1626
Percentage 67.37 87.50 77.25 100.00 100.00 100.00 97.63  100.00 98.79  98.75 100.00 99.39 95.59
2. Herding 20 — 20 _ — — - — — — —_ — 20
Percentage 14.18 —_ 7.23 - —_ — — — — —_ — - 1.18
3. Domestic servant 26 17 43 — — — — — — — — —_ 43
Percentage 18.45 12.50 15.52 - — - — — —_ _ — — 2.53
4. Service*® - — — — — — 5 — 5 2 —_ 2 7
Percentage — — — — —_ — 1.32 - 0.68 0.83 - 041 0.41
5. Teacher — — — — — — 4 — 4 1 — 1 5
(Primary school)

Percentage - — - —_ — — 1.05 - 0.53 0.42 - 0.20 0.29
Total 141 136 21 90 100 190 380 356 745 240 249 489 1701

*For the convenience of study office peon, employee
driver in rice mill are included in service group.

in a grocer’s shop and rice mill, points’ man in Railway Station and lorry-
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basketry work. Out of 380 men, 371 do bamboo-work, i.e. nearly
97.63 per cent, while all women take part in this pursuit. Again
in this age group, women predominate over men in this occupa-
tion. In the next age group of 31-60 out of 489 persons, 486
(99.399,) take part in basketry work. Out of 240 men and 249
women, 237 men and 249 women engage themselves in bamboo-
work, representing 98.759, and 1009, respectively. As such,
in this age group, women predominate over men. Thus it is
apparent that in all age groups, women take part in this activi-
ty in greater percentage than men excepting in the age group
of 61-up, where both men and women represent the same
percentage. Thus it reveals that a tendency to shift towards
other occupations is a little greater in proportion among men:
than women.

Herd-keeping is mainly the occupation of boys of the age
group between 5-14. Out of a total of 1,701 workers, only 20
boys of non-labour force group are herdsmen, that is. nearly
1.189, do this job. Out of 141 boys of ages between 5-14, only
14.189, do this job of herd-keeping.

Job of domestic servants is done by 43 persons, out of 1,701,
that is 2.539%. Working as domestic servants in the houses of
well-to-do caste people like, Kayastha, Karan, Sadgop, Tambuli,
Mahisya is the job of 43 (15.529,) boys and girls of ages
between 5-14. Out of 141 boys and 136 girls, 26 boys and 17
girls work as domestic servants, and maid-servants representing
18.45% and 12.509, respectively. In this pursuit, boys predo-
minate over girls. Service has been taken as a profession only
by 7 men, that is by 0.419, of total workers. Similarly, teach-
ing is the profession of only 5 men, representing 0.29% of the
total workers.

Thus it would be seen from the table that non-labour force
belonging to age 5-14 do the job of herdsmen and domestic
servants in small numbers and in the quinquenium 15-30 apg
31-60, only a few persons have taken service and teaching ag
the main profession, while the rest pursue the occupation of
bamboo-work. The bar-chart representation reveals the Same,
The shift from bamboo-work in the age group 5-14 is rather
circumstantial and not conscious. They had been mostly
put to other jobs by their < parents to get a lump-sum
amount of paddy from the employers in lieu of wages, which is
customary. The shift from bamboo-work in age groups 15-3¢
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and 31-60 is however, a self-choice. Where the persons are
little educated, they do not want to remain attached to basketry
work because they think it to be beneath their dignity and at
the same time, they want to raise their personal status giving
up this bamboo-work.

Besides, basketry work calls for a good deal of physical
labour which an individual, by nature, is not inclined to do,
if he could find other easier means of earning. However, the
women in the Mahali families are almost engaged for whole time
in productive activities, Tt is seen that in each group, women

belonging t0 non-labour force or labour force, participate in all
economic pursuits in 3 large number.

A%

AS regards secondary occupation it may be said that an
individual on account of compelling demand of the family
takes.par.t In various agricultural pursuits. Many persons take
part in diverse agriculyra] activities. As such we find there i
some SOrt of Overlapping in various economic activities. The
share CIOPPEr, and contract cyltivator also do the job of day-
Jabourers or wage earners  (Ope who cultivate his own land or
government owned khag janq may be found to cultivate the land
as share-cr0p;?er Or hired agricultural labourer. Thus there is 2
(:011:"tant 1'°tat19n Of the personnel in two or more categories of
agr.lcultural. activities, By these types of diverse economic acti-
vities are limited to 5 small number of persons in Mahali society
as it 1s seen .W.hffﬂever a Mahali becomes free from any of the agri-
_cultural activities, ¢ once he resumes his traditional bamboo-
work. Of cc.)u.rse 75 persons belonging to labour force group are
seen to parlicipate j, diverse economic activities which may be

tci?atseg:sns;;lllcl)r:g :fiur Combinations of secondary economic activi-

@ ;I';:;nglr:ic;/ ewPErsons are seen to cultivate land on contract
(b) ThirtyOne ork as agricu]tural day-l.aboul-crs;

work as d ISons are seen to cultivate khas land and
(¢) Nine perSOHy'labOl%rers on other§ fields,

and algo culs' Cultivate small pieces of personal lands
(d) Ten Personsuvate land as share-croppers; .

work op are seen to cultivate land on contract basis,

work on ;’;hers’ fields as day-labourer and also other

ily Wages,
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However, these 75 persons are considered separately for their
diverse agricultural activities, to find out in which category of
work they participated during the major days of the agricultural
seasons. Only those activities have been taken into considera--
tion to avoid complexity and to maintain uniform statistical re-
presentation in the table of secondary occupation.

From the table 8 it is revealed that out of 1,707 workers,
1,457 persons of all ages and sexes pursue other avocations, that
is nearly 85.65% do so. Only in non-labour force belonging to
age groups of 5-14 and 6l-up, a few persons do not participate
in secondary occupation. Besides, three persons (two service-
men and one primary school teacher) also do not take part in
secondary job. The table indicates that out of 277 persons in
age group (5-14) 144 persons are engaged in secondary occupa-
tion i.e., nearly 48.379%,. Again out of 141 boys and 136 girls
of this age group, 75 boys and 69 girls take part in secondary
occupation representing 53.169, and 50.739, respectively. In
age group 61-up only 82 persons take part in secondary occupa-
tion (43.58%). Out of 96 men, 37 (41.119,) are engaged in
secondary occupations while only 45 (459%,) women out of 100
take part in secondary occupations. In labour force belonging
to 15-30 age group all persons take part in secondary occupa-
tions.

Table 8 indicates that out of 1,457 persons 454 (31.15%) do
the job of agricultural day-labourers. The job of seasonal
labourer is done by 25 persons, that is, by approximately 1.72%.
Share-cropping is one of the agricultural pursuits of the Mahalis,
which is practised by 291 persons of all ages and thus represents
19.979%, of the total labour force. Cultivation on contract basis
and cultivation of own land are performed by 285 and 308 per-
sons of all ages which constitute 19.569, and 21.159, respectively.
Cultivation of governmental owned khas land is the avocation
of 82 (5.63%) persons. Wage earners are very few among the
Mahalis and only 12 (0.829,) persons work as such.

In considering non-labour force, it is seen 144 persons of
ages between 5-14 pursue secondary economic activities of diff-
erent types. The table indicates only 15 (10.429,) persons do
the job of agricultural day-labourer among which 7 are boys and
8 girls and it signifies that the non-adult Mahali day-labourers
are appointed in lesser percentage. Similarly 10 persons (6.95%)
of this age group pursue the work of secasonal labourer. There



‘TABLE 8
Occupational patterns (Secondary)

Non-labour force ) Labour force

o Age-groups Age-groups
Occupation (5-19) (61-up) (15-30) (31-60) Total

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total

A. Cultivators :

1. Day labourer 7 8 15 — — — 128 101 229 101 109 210 454
Percentage 9.33 11.59 1042 — — — 3368 2768 3075 4262 4375 4321 31.15
2. Seasonal labourer 10 — 10 — — — 15 — 15 —_ — — 25
Percentage 1334 — 695 — — — 39 — - 202 — — — 1.72
3. Share-cropper 18 26 44 17 21 38 55 95 150 28 31 59 291
Percentage 24.00 37.69 30.55 4596 4667 46.35 1447 26.02 20.13 1181 1246 12.14 19.97
4. Cultivation of contract
land 15 18 33 13 17 30 58 69 127 46 49 95 285
Percentage 2000 26.08 2291 3513 3778 3658 1526 18.90 17.05 1942 1968 19.55 19.56
5. Cultivation of own land 18 13 31 7 7 14 86 9% 176 45 42 87 308
Percentage 2400 1885 21.53 1891 1555 17.07 22.63 2466 2359 1898 16.85 17.90 21.15
6. Cultivation of Government
Khas land 7 4 11 — — — 26 10 36 17 18 35 82
Percentage 9.33 5.79 764 — — — 6.85 2.74 484 717 7.23 7.20 5.63
— — — —_ — — 12 — 12 — — — 12

B. Wage earners
Percentage - — - - -

Total 75 69 144 31 45 82 380 365 745 234 249 486 1457

— 3.16 - 1.62 —_ —_ — 0.82
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is no girl in this avocation, signifying that the job of seasonal
labourer in this age group is solely the secondary pursuit of the
boys, which represent 13.349, of a total of 75 persons. Share-
cropping is the pursuit of 44 (30.559,) persons among which 18
.are boys and 26 girls. Mostly these boys and girls participate in
this pursuit with their parents. Likewise 33 (22.919,) persons take
part in cultivation of contract land to render assistance to their
parents or other elder relatives. Among these 33 persons 15
boys and 18 girls participate in cultivation of contract land.
Cultivation of own land is the secondary pursuit of 31 persons
(21.53%) among which 18 boys and 13 girls are found to help
their parents in cultivation of this personally possessed land.
Similarly 11 persons (7.64%,) among which 7 boys and 4 girls are
found to participate with their parents in cultivating khas or
government owned land. Preponderance of females over males
in the occupations of day-labourer, share-cropping and cultiva-
tion of land in contract basis is due to their non-participation in
the job of seasonal labourer and participation on a lesser percen-
tage in other three avocation, like cultivation of own land, share-
cropping, and khas land. There are no wage-earners in this age
-group of non-labour force category.

In the age group of 61-up 82 persons pursue secondary occu-
pation of different types. But there is no person among them
who does the job of day-labourer. It seems that the aged per-
sons due to their physical infirmity, do not take part in the work
of day-labourer. Similarly no person of this age group is found
to work as seasonal labourer. Share-cropping is the pursuit of
38 (46.35%) persons. Most of them take part in this activity
with their sons or relations to render assistance. Likewise 30
(36.58%) persons take part in cultivation of contract land.
Among these 30 persons, 13 are men and 17 women. Here also
they render their assistance to their sons or other relations per-
forming lighter agricultural operations during cultivation. Cul-
tivation of own land is the secondary pursuit of 14 (17.07%,)
persons. In this activity 7 men and 7 women co-operate with
their sons contributing their labour for earning paddy. There
are no cultivators of khas land and wage earners in this age
group-

While considering labour force group, in age group of 15-30,
299 (30.75%,) persons are found to work as day-labourers,
These 229 persons of this age group constitutes 128 men and 101
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women. Seasonal agricultural labourers comprise of only 15-
(2.02%) men. Share-cropping is performed by 150 (20.13%)
persons of whom 55 are men and 95 are women. One hundred
and twentyseven persons (17.05%) cultivate lands on contract
as subsidiary occupation. Amongst these 127 persons 58 are
men and 69 are women. Another subsidiary means of livelihood
is the cultivation of small pieces of personal land in which 176
(23.55%) take part. These 176 persons comprisec of 86 men
and 90 women. Government owned khas land is cultivated by
some Mahalis (4.84) to earn an additional amount of paddy.
Among them 26 are men and 10 are women. Therc is only 12
(1.62%) wage earner in this age group. All of them are men.
All persons take part in these secondary pursuits, even including
the servicemen and two school teachers. '

In the age group of 31-60, 210 (43.219) persons are found
to work as day-labourers amongst whom 101 men and 109 are
women. There is no seasona] agricultural labourers in this age
group. In share-cropping 59 (12.149,) persons participate as

1 cation of whom 28 are men and 31 are women.
Ninetyfive persons (19.55%) are found to cultivate lands on con-
tract basis as subsidiary Occupation. Aimongst these 95 persons,
46 are men and 49 are women. Eightyseven persons (17.90%)
cultivate personally possesgeq land. Out of these 87 persons 45
i;i;ﬁ:g da?sd ﬂjez T€ women. Cultivation of government owned

s pursuit of 35 (7.209,) persons of whom 17 are
P]e?hian rou Are Women. Thys it is found almost all the persons
llzalderss gandp o\::h tl}e €Xception of only 3 persons (two service-
B ary occupati;;nmary School teacher) pursue some sort of
" 10 keep economic balance of their families.

The tables 9
a0d 10 show ope month’s activities executed by

six men during non-apr;
gricultura] i
A Non-agriculturg) season and agricultural seasons.

No. 1 is a

mature children,yzingtrlnan of 30, having his wife and two im-
the job of bambOO-wol-]:e non-agricultural season he performed
own house for fencing ﬂ‘:l‘ f0}- 20 days and spent one day in his
oles to the hut, 0’ atching ang replacement of old bamboo-
f’o thatch roof on T another two days, he helped his brother
¢ two days he won Ut Without any remuneration for this.
Fo wage of 0.50 a‘ed for Clearing a garden of a caste people
on i’ f salt, red pep ¢ a day and 1 kg. of rice, a small quan-
tity © PPers an mustard oil, and a mid-day meal.
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TABLE—9

One month’s activities of six men in non-agricultural (March)
season (in days)

Persons
Activity
1 2 3 4 5 6
Bamboo-work 20 23 21 24 20 18
Working in own
house 1 —_ — — 1 —
Helping others 2 — 1 — —

()
I
I
I

N

Wage earners
Travelling and
attending markets,

selling baskets etc. 2 — 3 2 2 2
Participation in festivals

and ceremonies 2 2 2 2 2 2
Sick and not working — 2 — — 4 —
Fishing 2 3 1 3 — 4
Not working — 1 2 — — 1

Total 31 31 31 31 31 31

For selling bamboo products to the basket traders in four
weeks and attending market, he spent half of a day per
week, which means two days in total, per month. He spent
another two days for attending festival of the community in the
village. For two days he went for fishing in near about ponds
for about 4 to 5 hours daily and then he took rest in his own house.
Although during the month he earned only Rs. 51.00 personally.
the baskets made by his wife every day provided additional
income, amounting Rs. 46.00 and their joint income enabled
them to meet the expenses of family maintenance.

B. Agricultural season :

The same person worked for ten days in his own field and
for four days as day-labourer in the field of a caste people (Sad-
gop). He devoted his time for bamboo work only for eight
days. He spent two days for attending market to sell his pro-
ducts. For four days, he had been sick and did not work and

Mahali—4
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TaBLE 10

‘One month’s activities of these six men in agricultural (July)

season (in days)

Activity

Persons

1 2 3 4 5 6

A. Agricultural
Working in
own land

Working in share-

cropping
Working in
contract land
Working 'in fields
agricultural day-
labourer

10 —_ - - b —

- - 12 = =

as

4 3 5 15 — 13

Working in govern.-
ment owned khag

land

B. Non-Agriculturq)
Bamboo-work
Working in owp

house (l‘epairing,
fencing etc.)
Helping otherg
Travelling

Sick and not
working

Fishing

Not working

Total

for three days, he we

day_ The catch wa
Wwas sold f'OI' Rs, ]
hat in agricultura) se
w‘hiCh is responsibje

JesSer number of days

l

|

I
NNI
Jlﬁ—l)

4 - - 3
3 2 3

— )
SRT
T

31 31 31 31 31 31

Ot to catch fishes for about 5/6 hours a

MOre than his requirements and a portion

!0 the neighbouring castes. It is seen
SON, he resorted to agricultural operation
IS participation in bamboo work for a
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A. Non-agricultural season:

No. 2 is an old man of 50 having his wife and two boys of
12 and 10 respectively. He did bamboo work for 23 days right
from securing of bamboo, to their weaving. For two days he
remained in the house being sick and took rest for one more
day. He attended the community festival for two days as-
usual. For the selling and marketing of bamboo products he
did not spend even a day, as his sons and wife did this job. But
he went to catch fishes for 3 days for family consumption. Dur-
ing this month he earned personally Rs. 48.00 but the assist-
ance rendered by his wife and sons helped him to balance his

family budget. They prepared the baskets of worth saleable
at Rs. 63.00.

B. Agricultural season :

The same person has no land in his own possession. So he
tilled the land of a caste people (Mahisya) on share-cropping
basis for fifteen days. For three days, he worked as day-labour-
er in the house of a Brahman. He remained engage in bam-
boo work only for seven days. He spent two days for attending
the market and carrying saleable baskets to the market. He spent
three days for catching fishes and remained in the house for
one day only for taking rest.

A. Non agricultural season :

No. 3 is an unmarried man of 21 having his widow mother
and a sister of about 14. He was engaged in bamboo work
for 21 days. He assisted his eclder brother remaining separately
for one day for thatching and received only the mid-day meal
there. He also spent a day working as wage-earner in the
house of a caste people (Mahisya) and received payment of
0.50 paise, 1 kg. of rice and a small quantity of salt, red
peppers and mustard oil and mid-day meal, for clearing mar-
shes from the pond. He spent another 3 days for travelling,
two days for attending the market and another day for visiting
his relatives’ house in Jhilinga (10 miles from his village). He
spent two days for participation in festivals and two days for
fishing. He did not do any work for two days, but his mother
and ‘sister did basketry-work on those two days.

B. Agricultural seasorn :
The same person is landless, but cultivated land of a caste
people (Kayastha) on contract basis for twelve days and worked
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as agricultural day-labourer for five 92Y° d'lcil bthc land O’f
another people. Only for nine days he Hl a.mboo-\\;iork.
He worked for only ope day in his house-. etzpent t\}’:’Ot ayz
for attending market apg carrying basket t;) e market an
caught fishes for angther period of two days. This person
earned Rs. 52.00 by his personal labour and his mother and:
sister made baskets of Rgs. 34,00 in the market value,

A. Non-agriculturq] Season - .

No. 4 is an old map of 55 having his wife and a son of 20.
He did bamboo-works for o4 days. He spent two days for
attending market apg carrying of baskets to the market. He
spent two days for Participation in festivals and went on fishing
for three days, whep pig wife and son carried on the job of
basketry. This person eqppeq from his basketry about Rs. 41.00
and his wife and sop carned Rs. 65.00 by selling baskets.

B. Agricultural Season -
This person nei

i ther and nor does he get any
land for cultivatiop possesses |

on ct basis. As a result, he
had to work for ﬁfteenShi]?ysora:on;ZicuItural day labourer in
three houses of Caste people, two ];elongiﬂg to Mahisya caste
and the other being one of ,a Brahman. He preparcd baskets.
only for Seven days, He spent one day in his house for re-
pairing it ‘and anotpe, two days for carrying basketry products
and attending har, eing sick, he remained in his house for

three days. He spep, three days for fishing.

A. Non-agrf'cultural season, -

two I;;crss lzfallljozngf 18 ;'eafs’ having his \Yidowed father and
gaged in basketr 9 years of age respectively. He was en-

his father’s brothe, X for 20 days and assistec? for two. days
remuneration. g SO Construct the plinth of his hut, without
garden, fencing, . Pent  one day for clearing the kitchen
carrying basket to . 270und his hut. He spent 2 days for
Unfortunately, he fe1) 80down of a trader and attending markets.
for four days, whe, .Sldf and remained confined in the house
of weaving and Splittils Sister and father pulled on with the job
two days. This ma "2 of bamboo, He attended festivals for
and his father apg twga?ed by his personal labour Rs. 45.00
managed t0 procyre the f;i:eﬂr; sslngs?eﬁ: 53.00 and somehow
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B. Agricultural season :

This person worked for ten days for cultivating the khas
land and for another ten days was engaged in bamboo work.
He helped for two days, his brother-in-law for repairing
his hut without remuneration. He spent two days for car-
rying baskets to the traders and attending the market and
another five days for fishing. The catch was good and a small

quantity of it was sold to the neighbours. For two days, he
remained in his house without any work.

A. Non-Agricultural season :

No. 6 is a man of 40, having his wife and no issue. He was
engaged in bamboo work for 18 days and for another 4 days,
he worked as wage earner. He spent two days for attending
market and two days for festival. For another five days, he did
not do any work. His family is small and their requirements
could be fully met from the earning he made doing jobs for 22
days. He went to catch fishes for 4/5 hours a day, for four days
and took rest for one complete day. This man earned Rs. 40.00 by

his personal labour and his wife assisted him contributing
Rs. 35.00 by her labours.

B. Agricultural season:

This person worked for thirteen days as day-labourer and
for seven days was engaged in bamboo work. For one day, he
offered his labour in his brother’s house for reparing his hut,
without any remuneration but received his mid-day meal. He
fell sick for five days and remained in his home. On one day,
he did not work and remained idle in his home.

These six men, who are all residents of village Kotai form
a representative sample. As these days were chosen during the
‘month of maximum activity, both the agricultural and non-
agricultural seasons, it may be supposed that during the rest of
the year, the pace of individqal work becomes considerably slower,
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CHAPTER III

OCCUPATIONAL PATTERN: TRADITIONAL

1
The Mabhalis are primarily bamboo-workers and traditional
basket-makers of various kinds. The big baskets locally known as
“Jhuri® are their major products and have considerable bearing.
on the Mahali economy. The betel-leaf dealers are the largest
buyers of these baskets, which they utilise extensively for pack-
ing betel-leaves for export to other places. They cannot, how-
ever, purchase these Straightway from the Mahalis, but get
these fro.m the local basket traders belonging to various caste
groups like the Brahmap (Priest & Scholars), Karan (Scribe),
Kayastha (Writer), Mahisya (Cultivator), Tambuli (Betel-lcaf
Seller). Sadgop (Cultivator), Solanki (Cultivator), Jele (Fisher-
man)* and a sectioin of Marawari trader, popularly known as
Mamu’ (matemal unle) (4 ¢ne Mahals, They purchase
i, Sankoar, Of big baskets from the Mahalis of Dantan.
o the botelloat ;Z;eifrayangarh Police Stations and supply these
. ;ﬁfgﬁ e }?amly five types of such baskets for which there
s di y @ {gh demang amongst the betel-leaf dealers and
accor :Eg to their demands, the suppliers or the basket traders
pla(cj:e eu; ordg?rs to the producers (the Mahalis). The basket
fra th;e al():etzls.l mftermediaries between the users and the makers
1-6-,6 of baskettaa dealers and the Mahalis. The name of each
Lillzhalis usually 1:?;1 0"_“5 to its size and measurements. ' The:
measurements witp ;mm the size of these baskets by sxmplf
on the length of ¢ ands.  The size of the basket is calculatcfi
In local termg thwarP’ known to the Mahalis as ‘Bada’™
(i) Das-serg mee types of these baskets are called
seers of betellis basket containing approximately 1,(2_'
in length,  C2ves, the ‘Bada’ (warp) measured 28
(ii) Panera-
leaves, :}eléawmeans basket containing 15 seers of betel-
iy T ar .
(iii) Bis-sera me np Measured 36’/ in length.
leaves, the $ basket containing 20 seers of betel-

P meas 7 in length.
# [n parcnthesis traditjo,, ured 42’” in length.

al OCcupation of cach caste is mentioned.
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(iv) Pachis-sera means basket containing 25 seers of betel-

leaves, the warp measured 45’/ in length.

(v) Rengun means basket containing 30 seers of betel leaves,

the warp measured 55” in length.

The baskets are sold by the Mahalis to the basket-traders
both in piece rate as well as wholesale in bundles. Each
bundle consists of 40 or 50 such big baskets according to their
sizes, as for instance, one bundle of Pachis-sera or Rengun
basket comprises of forty such baskets whereas one bundle of
Das-sera or Panera-sera baskets consists of fifty such baskets.

Usually the Mahalis carry all their week’s products; the
volume of which varies from family to family according to the
number of working members but on average they carry usually
one and half bundles to a basket-trader on a fixed day of the
week, preferably on a weeckly market day, because they are
benefited by such bulk sale, being able to earn a lumpsum in
a single deal and could also purchase with the money thus earned,
their weekly food requirements and other needs from local mar-
ket. Of course, occasional sales and purchases of baskets take
place on other day too, if a Mahali family needs money on any
other day during the intervening period. In such cases, they sell
out one or two days’ outturn at a time. Persons of both sexes
carry and bring their baskets for disposal to the traders who
purchase and stock these in their godowns for future sale. The
basket traders export these baskets to the betel-leaf dealer by
lorries and goods trains. In this connection, it must be said
that Tamluk Police Station of the district of Midnapur is the lar-
gest business centre of betel-leaves and so, for these baskets
too. As none of the Mahalis takes the trouble of supplying
baskets directly to the betel-leaf dealers, so they forego the
expected profits made by the traders.

It has been assessed from the basket-traders that by selling
these baskets to the betel-leaf dealers, the basket-traders
generally make profits varying from Rs. 4.00 to Rs. 5.00 per

bundle. This is not of course their nett. »proﬁt per bundle,
because during the period between receiving baskets from the
Mahalis and their disposal to the betel-leaf dealers, they have
to incur a variety of expenses. Loading of the baskets ip
lorries or carts, despatching these to the railway 'station for
booking in the name of the betel-leaf dealers at Baghnan,
Mecheda, Tamluk, Kaktia and others involve a lot of loading and
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unloading expenses and booking charges. Besides, during trans-
actions, many of the baskets become damaged and arc rejected
by the betel-leaf dealers. However, on average, a basket-
trader makes profits between Rs. 2.50 to Rs. 3.00 per bundle in
normal transactions.

In the area under study, there are certain other characteri-
stic products of bamboo-work like, Kula (winnowing fan),
Chhata (umbrella), Pachhi (small basket), Pakha (hand-fan),
Khaloi (small basket for keeping fishes), Tator (plain sheet of
thick basketry), Dole (container for keeping paddy) and Dobka,
(bowling vessel) etc. Neighbouring villagers of different castes
and communities are the largest purchasers of these basketry
products needed for their domestic use. The following is the
list of basketry products with their approximate market prices.

TABLE—11

List of bamboo products

Name of  Englishequivalent Mahali equivalent Price of each
basketry
1. Chboto Small winnowing Suptit 037 P
kula fan ' '
2. Bara Big winnowing Hath
ol fan a 0.50 P.
3. Chhata Umbrella Chhatam 2.00 P.
4, g:;llllhl Small basket Tupla or Futia 0.25 P.t0 0.50 P.
5. a  Hand-fan Bichna 0.25P.t00.37 P.
6. Khaloi  Basket for wash- Kharai 037 P
ing fish o
7. Tator Plfun sheet of Chanch 0.50P.t00.75 P.
. thick basketry per cubit.
- 8. Tukri  Big basket of very Thaka 0.50 P.t0 0.62 P.

thiCk Weaving
9. Morai  Container of Dole 2.00 P. t02.50 P.
,paddy

f10. Dobka  Bowling basket fo,
Temoving water

’-—”—\—__’_\____

Dobka 037 P.t0 0.50 P.

Thf;]S: ba:: ety products are ot regularly manufactured.
Often they Pprepare thege things to sell in the local market.
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“Baskeiry is casier than cooking”, shyly says the newly-wedded girl.
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‘Sometimes they make these against orders received from the
local people. Thus their sales are somewhat scattered and
clastic.

Green bamboos are' indispensable for basketry-work. The
Mahalis wander about in the nearby villages in search of bam-
‘boos. If they do not find any good quality of bamboo in these
places, then only they go to distant villages in search of bam-
boos.

There are three varieties of bamboos as stated below which

are usually used by the Mabhalis for basketry.

(1) Bamboo of Tarala type (Bambusa tulda)—This thin
bamboo is extensively used for making baskets. These
are short and slender in girth and cost about 0.50 P.
each of average size.

(2) Bamboo of Bardia type (Bambusa arundinacea)—
This type of thick bamboo is primarily used for making
big baskets, winnowing fans, thick sheets of basketry.
These are long and much wider in girth than the pre-
vious type and cost about Rs. 1.50P. each.

(3) Bamboo of Chapat type (Bambusa balcooa)—This
type of thin bamboo is mainly used for making various
baskets of domestic purposes. Their length and girth
are between Tarala and Bardia types and the cost is
about Re. 1.00 each.

The tools and other accessories required for basketry-work
are of simple types. Each family possesses such tools in ap-
preciable number. The following tools and other accessories are

- mainly used by them for bamboo-work.

(1) Buria (axe)—It is locally known as Kural and consists
of two parts, a bamboo handle and an iron blade.
Its price varies according to its size, between Rs. 2,00
and Rs. 2.50P. each.

(2) Katan (big cutter)—It is locally known as Dao and
consists of two parts, namely an iron blade and the
iron handle. Its price is about Rs. 2.50P. each.

(3) Katu (small cutter)—It is also made up of iron and hag
two parts, the bill-hook blade and the iron handle. Its
price varies between 0.62 P. and 0.80 P. each.

(4) Jambati ((brass cup)-—Whenever the Mahalis sit
for bamboo-work, they keep these cups full of water
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by their side, for sprinkling water on the bamboo strips
to soften the materials.

(5) Lasher Dhiri (stone block)—This is a stone block used
for sharpening the implements.

(6) Ganrah (seat)—This is made up of a thin wooden plank
or small splits of palm-leaves or of bamboo. The
splits are woven in a check pattern.

(7) Mugar (hammer)—It is a solid piece of bamboo, used
for hammering during splitting of bamboo knots.

(8) Ghura (stand)—It is a bamboo tripod, used during
scraping of bamboo splits. The splits are scraped and
smoothened, keeping these on the longer logs of the
Ghura.

The unit of production is the family, the members of which
work together in a systematic way, to ensurc regular and bulk
production. ) Though co-operation of other families of the village
is not required in such bamboo-work, yet it may be necessary
in some cases, as for procuring bamboos, sharpening of tools,
disposing of weekly production, etc. Such co-operation amongst
co-‘vﬂlagers 1S 10 vogue, which points to the existence of mutual
adjustment amongst them. All the members of a family engage
themselves in bamboo-work, specially for preparing baskets. From
about 60 years °ld.men and women to children of merely 6 or
7 years, nONe rémains unattached to this work, in some way or
other. . But the boys ang girls of 6 or 7 years, only do the work
9f eas-lest types .fOI‘ basketry. They cannot split the bamboos
into sizes or splinters ang couig prepare the basic part or the
00];':1 _Stf‘gl:‘}-““: Of the baskets, Bamboo-works like Pachhi,
K1 IOI;he adlaﬂ?” Kula, Chanch, and other domestic types are
solely b S 10b. However, children of tender ages usually
remain attached to such yon in some way or other and thus
help the far.mly In economjc activities

g he-re 115( 1o regular procedure to train up the children in
bamboo-work. ' They leary the techni of basketry, simply by
observation and gradually p, que Iy, sump Yk.“
The children first learp ¢ ecome professional by acquiring ill.
petel-leat dealers, the 1 O Weave the big baskets or ‘]hm:x for

chniques of which are not very difficult

rm. Late .
w0 lcaof big barsk:f on q’ey are acquainted with all the techni-
que:s of bamboo—w(;?]l(akmg’ they gradually try to learn other
»351111 of the child ip Bas O Initiating ritual is held for employ-

©t work. They do not believe in any
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supernatural agency or power who has to be propitiated for
bestowing skill in basketry work. Some of them are gifted with
special skill in the art of basketry like, kula, chhata, khaloi,
pachhi, etc. There are some others, who are famous for their
dexterity in basket work, they would say. But that does not
carry much weight with the basket traders who pay them not
for skill but for quantity of the products they buy.

All day long, Mahalis remain busy in bamboo-work during
the non-agricultural season. They are early riser. From about
6 am. to 1 or 2p.m. they work ceaselessly, though in between
these hours, they take their morning meal, consisting mainly of
soaked rice. After 1 to 2 P.M. they stop working for sometime
and go for bathing and taking their mid-day meal and a little
rest thereafter. About 3.30 p.m. they start their work again
and continue working till dusk. Sometimes, if they cannot make
their baskets in the earlier part of the week, for some reason or
other, they engage themselves in this work even after dusk,
sitting in front of a kerosene lamp or in the courtyard under
moon-lit night, to make up the lost time.

TABLE—12
Productive hours per week

Time spent in each activity (in hours)

Activity Men Women

1. Collection of

bamboo 8 4 10 3 6 2 4 — — 6
2. Splitting of
bamboo 38 30 34 32 28 28 25 28 20 18

3. Preparing bas-

kets and other

types of bas-

ketry 34 40 37 40 42 26 30 35 30 26
4. Selling of bas-

kets and other

types of bas-

ketry 6 8 4 6 5 6 3 10 9 |y

Total 86 82 85 81 81 62 62 73 59 62
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The activities of 5 men and 5 women belonging to 25 to 3§
years of age and are largely dependent on bamboo-work, even iy
the agricultural season have been recorded as a representative
sample for the purpose of conveying a general idea about their
total productive and non-productive hours in a week in the non.
agricultural season, in the month of Magh (February-March).

The tables 12 and 13 show that out of a total of 168 hourg
in a week, the Mahali men remain engaged in productive activi.
ties from 81 to 86 hours, i.e. on average for approximately 83

TABLE—13
Non-productive hours per week
(for the same individuals)

Time spent in each activity (in hours)

Activity Men ‘Women
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4..5

1. Rest at home
(eating, bath-
ing, sleeping,
excretion) 58 59 61 55 61 62 59 55 63 61

2 Sick and con-
fined —

3. Gossip athome,
discussions, visit-
ing neighbour’s
house 12 14 11 15 10 13 12 15 12 18

4. Attending market ¢ s 6 7 8§ 5 7 5 6

5. Doing house-
hold wor k
(cooking, wash.
ing of cook.
ingutensilsg,
sweeping court.
yard, bringing
faggots, looki
after livestock,
children etc,

6 8 5 10 8 26 28 20 28 27
Total

82 86 83 87 87 106 106 95 109 106
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hours a week, while women remain engaged in productive acti-
vities between 59 and 73 hours, ie. on average for 63.6 hours.
Women devote less hours than men in productive activities be-
cause they have to spend much time in household works. The
women generally do not go for securing bamboo to distant
places. When required, if they have to secure it, they try to
find these out within the villlage or nearby villages: Thus it is
seen that they spend less time in the activity of securing bam-
boo for which they mostly depend on their husbands or on
other male members of the family. The total non-productive
hours as seen are between 82 and 87 in case of men and between
95 and 109 in case of women, which stand on average approxi-
mately at 85 hours and 104.4 hours respectively. Most of the
ron-productive hours in the case of men arc spent in sleeping
and gossiping, whereas in case of women these are spent by
sleeping and doing domestic works.

There is no clear-cut division of labour for this vocation.
Both men and women of a family take part in this work toge-
ther. In all phases of activities concerning basketry, right from
the procurement of bamboos to the disposal of the products,
both men and women take part together. It was told by them
that the women generally carry the bamboos from the bamboo
groves on their head, instead of carrying these on their
shoulders, which are usually done by men. It is their conviction
that the women cannot carry loads on their shoulders as the
men do. Besides, it becomes an object of ridicule also if any
woman tries to carry bamboo in this fashion.

For all types of basketry, bamboo is first split into splinters
or strips. Five kinds of splinters or bamboo strips are necessary
for big baskets namely, Bada, Chhipti, Pendaardli, Puraardli and
Pataardli, for big baskets. Bada is a thick and short bamboo
strip approximately two centimetre in breadth. Fourteen to
eighteen such Badas are arranged in the fashion of a star and
tied at the centre by a chhipti, passing over and under the Badas
alternatively. The chhipti is a very thin bamboo splinter of about
10’ to 12’ in length and one centimetre in breadth. Only two or
one-and-a-half such chhiptis are necessary for making a basket.
This process is called ‘Ateth’, ie. tightening of the Bada. This
structure is usually made by adult mecmbers of the family.
Children of 9 or 10 years of age who arc also emplyed in bas-
ketry work, cannot do it properly.
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The next phase is ‘Penda’, ie. fixing of Ardli, which con-
structs two-thirds of the baskets. The Ardli is a comparatively
thick and long bamboo splinter of about 8 mm. in breadth.
During fixing of Ardli, usually care is taken to avoid double
turning, at any place. As this phase is known as Penda, the
Ardli used also is known as Penda-Ardli. The Bada now forms
the warp and the Ardli the wept. The Bada remains stationary,
whereas the Penda-ardli passes over and under the Bada, singly
and alternatively. The tightening of the Chhipti during Ateth,
the Bada turns upwards and the Ardli and the Bada are woven
in a check pattern.

The next phase is ‘Purao’, ie. the fixing of more Ardlis to
make the body of the jhuri stronger and complete. At this
stage, the Ardli is known as ‘Pura Ardli’. The Ardli is woven
under and above the Bada, in the similar fashion as the Fenda
Ardli. At the end of weaving, strokes are given at random on
the body and the upper end, with the help of the back of a
cutter to make the weaving tight.

The next phase is ‘Murimara’, i.e. the fixing of three thicker
bamboo splinters at the free-end or the margin of the baskets
to prevent the Ardli from getting loose and detached. These
bamboo splinters are called Pata-ardli and are partly green and
thick, the length of which is about 10’ to 12’. They are tied
together, passing them over and under the Bada. The first
pata-ardli is inserted under the Bada, the second one is fixed
just under the Bada following the former, and the third one is
fixed just under the Bada following the second. These three
Pata-ardli are woven alternatively, one above the other, under
and above the Bada. Strokes are then given on the top of the
wept inbetween the warps to make it tight. After this, the pro-
jecting portion of the Bada or the free-ends are twisted and
inserted into the cleft of the Pura Ardli to prevent the Ardli
from crossing or coming out, or snapping during use. During
all these processes, water kept in a jambati is sprinkled on the
bamboo splinters to protect these from getting dry.

The general patterns of investment and outturn or income
from basketry will reveal the economic position of the Mahalis
partially. An attempt has beecn made in the following lines to
show how much a Mahali family carns in a year by basket-
making. These data have been recorded by survey of 200
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Mabhali families, living in Dantan, Narayangarh, Kesiari, Sankrail,
Nayagram and Kharagpur Police Stations.

The following are the statements of accounts of the nett
«cost of production and nett profit per 100 basketry products of
four types, namely big baskets (jhuri), small baskets (pachhi),
winnowing fan (kula) and chanch (tator). These have been
«culculated on average costs and selling prices.

TABLE—14
Cost of production

Approximate Labour Total
price of required cost

Items Quantity raw in terms
material* of
rupees
1. Big baskets:
(a) Bisshera (big) 2 bundles 9.00 10.00 19.00
(b) Pachisshera 21 bundles 13.00 14.00 27.00
(c) Rengun 21 bundles 15.25 1450  29.75
(d) Small baskets
(Pachhi) 100 8.00 16.00 24.00
(e) Winnowing
fan (Kula) 100 20.00 22.00 42.00
(f) Chanch (3
cubits

in breadth)  Per 100 cubits 27.00 30.00 57.00

The tables 14 and 15 show that the Mahalis, if they have
to employ any labour for helping them in basketry work, would
earn very little profit, unless they could sell these at a considera-
bly high prices than the prices they sell at present. But the
Mahalis generally do all these work themselves and the family
members are all unpaid labourers. The profit of basket-making
are insufficient to maintain the basket-maker and his family jp
marginal comfort. There arise no question of surplus or any
attractive competition. Identically, Bailey comments about the
position of basket-makers in Bisipera’.

* price of bamboo was taken to be Re: 1.00 dcac:? for the conye.
nience of determining the approximate cost of production.
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TABLE—15
Selling price
Nett profit
(selling
Items Total price price minus -
cost of
productiony
(a) Bisshera jhuri (big) @ Rs. 14.00 per bundle + 9.00
=Rs. 28.00
(b) Pachisshera jhuri @ Rs. 16.00 per bundle +13.00
=Rs. 40.00
(c) Rengun jhuri @ Rs. 17.00 per bundle +12.75
=Rs. 42.50
(d) Small baskets (Pachhi) @ Re. 040 P. each +16.00
. =Rs. 40.00
(e) Winrowing fan (Kula) @ Re. 0.50 P. each + 3.00
=Rs. 50.00
(f)  Chanch @ Re. 075 P. cubit  +18.00
=Rs. 75.00

The income from the Chanch is the highest and income

from basketry like, Pachhi and Kula are larger than that of
big bas'kets. But these products of basketry have very little de-
mand in the locality and a family cannot sell them in good
numbers locally, excepting a few. But the demand of baskets

is higher and more or less constant. So the Mahalis generally
produce these items.

o Tpe. month-wist: average production and sales of basketry

11111 fndmdual' Mabhali families are given in the table 16 to assess
eir gross income from sale of p th

the your asketry products throughout

fThe. gross annual disposal of basketry products on average
per tamily as seen from the table 16 is Rs. 995.55, i.e. the value

of average monthly disposal of b i
approximately. The o ot

peak months of sales of basketry are the

moc;nh(s: ho§ Magh (January-February), Phalgun (February-March)

;n aitra (Mal‘Ch-z'Aspl’ll) during which they earn about

( sz?.ﬁa yo)n aa;l\('jerage.hlt falllls down from the month of Vaisak
- reaches the mip;j i f

(June-July) and Sravan fugey i the monihe of Ashar

a (July-August) and again during Kartick
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TABLE—16

65

Month-wise average production and sales of basketry

Months
(in Bengali calender)

Items disposed of

Price

1. Paus
(December-January)

2. Magh
(January-February)

3. Phalgun
(February-March)

4. Chaitra
(March-April)

5. Baisak
(April-May)

6. Jaistha
(May-June)

Mahali—5

4 bundles of Bis-sera
baskets  (small), 4
winnowing fans and 8
pachhis.

3 bundles of Pachis-
sera baskets, 2 bundles
of Bis-sera baskets
(small), 2 bundles of
Das-sera  baskets, 6
Pachhis, 4 cubits of
Chanch, 3 Pakha.

3 bundles of Pachis-
sera baskets, 2 bundles
of Rengun baskets, 10
Pacchis, 4 Khalois, 4
Pakhas, 2 Umbrellas.

4 bundles of Bis-sera
baskets (big), 3 bund-
les of Panera-sera bas-
kets, 6 Pachhis, 4
winnowing fans, 4
Khalois, 2 Thakhas.

4 bundles of Das-
sera baskets, 2 bundles
of Bis-sera baskets
(small), 1 bundle of
Rengun basket, 6 Pach-
his, 4 winnowing fans.
3 bundles of Bis-sera
baskets (small), 2
bundles of Panera-sera
baskets, 2 bundles of
Das-sera  baskets, 3
Pachhis, 2 winnowing
fans.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

60.00

101.33

90.98

. 104.36

89.00

87.49



66

MAHALI ECONOMY

TABLE 16 (Contd.)

Months Items disposed of Price
(in Bengali calender)
7. Ashar 4 bundles of Bis-sera Rs. 58.62
(June-July) baskets  (small), 2
Pachhis, 4 Khalois, 2
winnowing fans.
8. Sravana 2 bundles of Panera- Rs. 58.28
(July-August) sera baskets and 2 bun-
dles of Bis-sera (big)
baskets, 2 Dobkas, 2
Khalois, 2 winnowing
fans.
9. Bhadra 2 bundles of Das-sera Rs. 79.02
(August-September) baskets, 4 bundles of
Bis-sera (small) bas-
kets, 3 Dobkas, 3
Khalois, 2 Thakas.-
10. Aswin 2 bundles of Pachis- Rs. 80.62
(September-October) sera-baskets, 2 bundles
of Rengun, 1 bundle
of Panerasera, 2
. Khalois, 5 Pachhis.
11. Kartick 2 bundles of panera- Rs. 78.00
(October-November) sera, 3 bundles of Bis-
sera (small), 1 bundle
of Das-sera.
12. Agrahayan 2 bundles of Pachis- Rs. 67.85
(November-December) sera, 3 bundles of Das-
Sera, 5 Pachhis.
Total Rs. 955.55

(October-November) to p

. aus (December-January). In all these
months the Mahalis as saig before, partially remain engaged in

agricultural activities, as g resul i i i
. t
bamboo-work dwindle Very much of which, their productions of
It0 nl-sa a;;i)g?l;entl from the table 16 that the Mahalis during
tht: n rocglucts l;;f: _season, .fuuy subsist on income from bas-
ketry P TINg occasiona] participation in other supple-
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Monthwise Average Gross Income from Basketry
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“Time Periods in Months :

1. Paus (December-January); 2. Magh (January-February) ; 3. Phalgun
(February-March) ; 4. Chaitra (March-April); 5. Baisak (April-May) ;
.6. Jaistha (May-June); 7. Ashar (June-July); 8. Srabana (July-August);
9. Bhadra  (August-September) ; 10. Aswin (September-October) ;
11. Kartick (October-November) ; 12. Agrahayan (November-December)
11. Kartick (October-November) ; 12. Agrahayan (November-December)
11. Kartick (October-November); 12. Agrahayan (November-December)

mentary occupations like, hunting, fishing, procurement of wild
products and rarely as wage earners. But in the agricultural
season, most of the Mahali families earn their livelihood from
basketry-work as well as from agricultural works, supplemented
‘by hunting and fishing, in the majority of the cases.

II

Knight® classifies the function of economy. Of his
fivefold  classification, only four functions have been con-
sidered here. These are (a) determination of output composi-
tion: (b) organisation of production; (c) distribution of pro-
duction or income; and (d) provision for the future. These
are the main problems of resource allocation framework. 091-
side this framework their lies media of exchange or money, price
level and level of employment. From the foregoing description
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it may be subscribed that the production of Mahali baskets or
its nature and types depend on its market. The betal-leaf
dealers’ (consumers) preferences are communicated to the Mahalis
i(producers) through the basket traders (intermediaries). The:
purchases of Mahali baskets (goods and services) are made by
the basket traders to meet the demand of the betel-leaf dealers.
Hence the rise and fall of the price of the Mahali baskets and
profit in its production depend on the fluctuation of the con-
sumers’ (betel-leaf dealers) wants. The betel-leaf dealers also-
govern the increase or decrease of the producers’ output in-
directly by controlling the order of the basket taders to the:
Mabhalis. Again fall or rise in the price of baskets indicates
the nature of demands of the same and direct the
PatFerns of its production. Increase in demand of baskets is.
indicated by the rapid disappearance of baskets from the basket
traders’ godown and placement of fresh order to the Mahalis for
mmore b askets. On .the other hand decrease in demand is.
determined by slow disposal of baskets from the traders’ godown
and subscquent delay in placing fresh order.
controlled on the nature of demand.
mands dictates prices of the baskets.

the prices of baskets are admin; :
st .
directly governed by the ered by the traders which are

; betel-leaf dcalers’ preferences. Even
:2:‘[‘ S:liiieii th;hbaSketS are controlled by the choice of the betel-
: us the production of baskets and its markets are

fully responsive to the chan .
e . > 4
Mahalis (producers) make ges in betel-leaf dealers’ tastes. The

few betel-leaf deal their baskets (product) only for a
by the basket-tragés WhOSe. choices are communicated to them
rovides the Mah l,rs. This market system characteristically
gablc amount whiillxs t{]nore Scope for earning of certain depen-
various types and siz €y cannot deserve by selling basketry of
f:: tg the villagers for their domestic use.
strong incentives to th ctel-leaf dcaler as consumer offers a
basketry of utility whiih 1? halis to develop a mew patterns of
ave paj )
tance anc;l proved profitable ¢ thi?:]ned betel-leaf dealers accep
Production invol . :
which determines th;,/es Combinatjon of ‘factors of production”
concepts in the ecoHonif:pected output. There are tripartite
specialisation and exchannS Ol production : Division of labour,
is carried out by individce' In Mahali society much production
Yals and smay groups like the families

The prices are
Thus fluctuation in de-
On the basis of demand

als
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of different types. Output is solely consumed by them. The
Mahalis are specialised in the production of a particular type of
bamboo-work and usually prepare basketry of domestic use for
the villagers and also big-baskets (Jhuri) for betel-leaf dealers.
In village-India occupation is tradition-bound as well as ascrip-
tive. The specialisation of bamboo-work is monopolistic and
large production is possible as the Mahalis seldom waste time
moving from this ascriptive occupation to some other open
occupation excepting agriculture. Though their access to agri-
culture certainly minimise production to certain period of the
year yet this minimisation® is balanced by maximation of pro-
duction in non-agricultural season. However this monopolistic
specialisation and concentration to this particular activity (bam-
boo work) and subsequent maximisation of production to over-
come the minimisation of it in certain period make large-scale
production possible which can meet the demand of the betel-
leaf dealers and the basket traders. There is practically no
division of labour in basketry. A man performs all the activi-
ties right from carrying the bamboo from the bamboo grove to
its piecing, scraping, weaving, and even disposal of the product.
Woman performs alike,

The cost of output is minimised by the cffeciency of the
producers and fruitful utilisation of the resources. The natural
resources are green bamboos which the Mahalis carefully choose
and use for preparing baskets. Bamboos are split and scraped by
expert adult members of the family to avoid even minimum
wastage of it. Labour is contributed by the family members,
Even children of about ten or twelve contribute their laboyr,
The time of bamboo-work is judiciously spent. Even leisure
time is spent for weaving and in gossiping. Moon lit night is
used for weaving. The bamboos are secured in exchange of
money with prolonged bargaining. Money is scarcely invested
at random. Thus utilisation of bamboo, labour, time and money
involve judicial and preconceived idea of prodgctlon.

The distribution of income from basketry is confined within
the family members. Each family consumes largely the pro-
ducts of its own labour. Most income of basketry comes jin
money which represents purchasing power Or command over
necessary goods and services available for sale. The Mahalis
generally use money income to purchase paddy and other available
taw ingrediants necessary to their subsistence. The income
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from basketry is actually consumed. The consumption on average
is more than actual income and as such there is practically no:
saving.

Future provision includes conservation of natural resources,
maintenance or replacement of existing stock of basketry and
accumulation of wealth. A Mahali never gets an incentive to-
spare a bamboo for future use because if he fails to procure it
now it may be taken by some other member of his tribe. He
cannot reserve it advancing money to the bamboo-grove owncr
for three reasons: firstly for subsistence he cannot invest moncy
for future needs instead of meeting the immediate needs; secondly
the bamboo-owner does not agreec to accept the advance as the
price of the bamboo fluctuates in short run and with different
purchasers; thirdly requirement of bamboo depends on the de-
mand of baskets and available time to spend for its processing.

The maintenance of the existing stock of baskets is not
worrysome to the Mabhalis. Usually they dispose of their pro-
ducts once a week to the basket traders. In average the Mahali
families can do two to two and half bundles of baskets. In dry
season their maintenance is not a question only in damp weather
the bamboo strips of the baskets are blackened by the growth
of some fungae and become brittle which the basket traders do
rot purchase. Generally the Mahalis scatter the baskets in open
courtyard to dry them up sufficiently to check the growth of the
f':mgaf’- Besides, m.aintcnance for future sale for future provi-
sm&iﬁko;t of question. Saving and accumulation of wealth arc
zsbsisteicee'lexfs‘t gf the Mahalis belong to subsistence or below
consumbions . , Qly in a few families .have surpll'ls. where

p are less than the total productions. They invest the

;urplus in .landed _property, livestocks and contingences like
ouse reépair, erection of new huts, illness, marriage in the
family etc. |

laceE;;:tl;lanhge 9f a few types of basketry of domestic use takes
gr o wih St F aid (;f barter—the direct exchange of one commodity

or other. The essential characteristic of barter as
found among the Mabhalis are:

(a) goods for goods, goods for

services and services for seryi
. ces whi i
the money medium () cvery. hich are exchanged without

e : L ansaction involves two par-
ties ie. eltl}er two individualg o two groups and (€) gach'
trar;::xft?nthleni‘rlo‘t:’:sskef "oper’ or ‘jugy equivalence. The Mahalis:
exchang © of domestic use for salts, pulses, mus-
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tard oils, paddy, flattencd rice (Chira) fried rice (Muri), earthen
pitcher, clothes, etc. Again a Mahali gets the service of a
barber in exchange of a winnowing fan. The blacksmith
too, sharpens the implements of basketry in exchange of a thick-
sheet of basketry (Chanch) locally used for partition in the
verandah or room. Again a Mahali gets help from a Santal or
a Kaibartta or a Hadi in ploughing the land simply by offering
his services in their fields. The near equivalence is settled among
the parties involved. Howecver, in addition to barter, the bas-
ketry of domestic use are also sold to the villagers in exchange
of money. The big baskets are always sold to the basket tra-
ders in exchange of money.

But the prices are not fixed here. Hence prices are deter-
mined by competition among the sellers (Mahalis) on the one
hand and buyers on the other hand. For instance the basket
traders often bargain with the Mahalis and vice versa. The
scope of bargain depends on two factors: (a) supply demand
dichotomy and (b) seller-buyer relationship.

In supply-demand dichotomy three conditions crop up.
Firstly, pressure falls on the Mahalis (sellers) when demand of
baskets shrinks cither for fall in the preference of the betel-leaf
dealers or for low buying capacity of thé basket traders (buyers)
or for huge supply of baskets. The basket traders bargain with
the Mahalis demanding reduction of price of the baskets whilst
the Mabhalis also offer cheap rates for ready sale and competi-
tion. Secondly, pressure falls on the basket traders (buyers)
when demand of baskets increases either for consumers’ pre-
ferences or attendance of large number of buyers in the market
and small number of sellers or only for scanty supply of baskets.
The buyers face competition when they offer a bit higher price
of baskets than usual to attract the sellers. The bargain in this
situation is done by the Mahalis (seller) instead of basket trad-
ers (buyer). This situation is scarce in Midnapur. Thirdly,
there arise a situation where supply and demand are almost
balanced. Here bargain is not involved : sales and purchases
are made on the principle of buyer-seller relationship. The
buyer-seller relationship involves certain amount of sacrifices on
either side. '

In course of transaction for years together there develops a
buyer-seller relationship. There are some Mabhalis whq supply
their baskets specifically to one or more fixed basket-traders.
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As such, an extra-economic relationship is developed between
them. The traders sometimes help their suppliers leasing lands
in tenancy, loans in needs and in lieu, the suppliers (Mabhalis) out
of obligation also give them baskets in crucial needs without
charging extra prices.

Thus when the Mahalis (sellers) offer usual price at the
time of highest demand ie. bright market for the sellers, the
basket traders purchase the baskets in usual price at the time
of huge supply but minimum demand ie. dull market for

the sellers. Thus the problem of proper or just equivalence is
solved.
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CHAPTER 1V
OCCUPATIONAL PATTERN : SUPPLEMENTARY

I

The Mahalis practise agriculture as one of their avocations.
Agricultural activities are only seasonal in this region and they
do not depend on it to an appreciably great extent. But do such
jobs only to get some paddy or rice in return far their day-to-
day maintenance. It is however, theoretically possible for non-
agricultural Mahalis to live largely independent of the village eco-
nomy by preparing baskets for a weekly market and basket-
traders. Thus basket-maker can make a living largely outside
the village economy. This is however, infrequent as a weekly
market does not provide the same security of livelihood that
grain payments in agricultural works do, unless the market ig
an exceptionally big one. It is more usual for a basket-maker
to sell his baskets to a weekly market simply to supplement hijs
more certain income from sales of baskets to basket-trader, oyt-
side the village. Another alternative for supplement basket-
makers’ income is to take up agriculture as tenants and hired
labourers within the village. The similar condition is observed
by Srinivas among the basket-makers of Mysore village!. Tpe
Mahalis pursue agriculture for a few months in the year,
when they ‘stop partially their bamboo-work and find a demapg
of the agricultural labourers in the locality.

Very few of them possess substantial arable land, as a regyy;
of which, they have to cultivate the lands of others as tenants,
Tenants are of two types: share-cropper (Bhag Chasi) where
the tenant and the owner divide the crop equally, and contract
cultivator (Sanja) where a fixed sum in cash o.r kind jg
paid to the owner of land after harvest as in Ramkheri® with tpe
.exception that the Mabhali share-cropper has to !Jear all €Xpenses
including paddy seeds. Besides they (Mahalis) also engage
themselves as hired agricultural labourers. Two types f>f laboyr-
‘ers exist. Every year at the start of agricultural season in Marc,.
April some land-owners arrange to have a labourer for the regt
of 'the year. Payment is made in kind or cash. They are.known
‘as seasonal labourers (Baramasi majur) and the labourer hired op
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daily payment basis are called day-labourer (Din majur). The
former is always at their master’s command and some men con-
demn the loss of independence. But the advantages are year’s
security at a rate of pay more or less equal to what a' day-
labourer might expect to earn. Mayer also found two types of
labourer of similar nature in Ramkheri?

Tpe hirf:d agricultural labourers do all sorts of agricultural
opf{rathHS right from the ploughing to threshing. There is no:
prejudice about such work amongst them. These labourers
usually try to remain employed in the fields of the local people.
The payment _Of wages to these labourers varies according to the
nature of agricultural operations they undertake to do and also-
according to the month of working and their sex. Women and
non-adult persons are given less wages than adults.

‘ Thus it is seen that payments are made both in cash and
in paddy. Cash payment is made only in case of ploughing.
The Mahalis prefer payment in paddy. An older and for mo:e
general reason the Mabhalis, like the Kota®, the Rampur villagers
and many other Indian countrymen prefer grain payment to
money payment because it makes transaction a direct and inti-
;zzste c;pe. \!)]Vomen are given less wages because they work for
thatcrofugi r: anTr;len as also outturn of their work is lesser than
harvesting a.s durie wages 9f labour, increase from the time of
villaces fo’r rende ng such time, they have a good demand in the
ing ;as o dormg }.1el'p to th.e agriculturists. Besides, harvest-
possible, to SaVenethwnhm a stipulated period and as quickly as
mitics, from thoft ed Crops from destruction by natural cala-

Labour char ,e E;nu from mx:oads of animals and birds.
od due to lesgs d:ms;l:::l t(})]i‘f3 tthlme o Weeding. ie. during leanicst
operation requi e labour and in many fields, this

quires very few labourers and it creates a labour

excess. From the period i i
paddy falls appreciably, of harvesting, although the price of

urgent and as a result 1but the operations are considered very
wages. > labourers have to be employed on higher

Non-adult
their parents arﬁloygetu;uauy participate as day-labourers with-
agricultural lands. roors of paddy for their work: in. the-

It is also . .
a -
to these payments, each laboy common practice that in addition

rice and molasses. rer gets one meal usually of parched

peri

e Mahalis a s . e
Th Iso Participate in agricultural activities- as



OCCUPATIONAL PATTERN : SUPPLEMENTARY 75

scasonal labourers occasionally according to the nature of con-
tract. 'Women are not found to work as seasonal labourers in the
villages under survey. The payment of seasonal labourers is
made in two instalments. Half of the wages is given when the
labourer joins his work and the other half is given at the end
of the term. These types of labourers are comparatively small
in number among the Mahalis (vide table 10).

The adult seasonal labourers are engaged generally for a
period of six months beginning from agricultural operation like
ploughing to threshing. They on an average, get between
Rs. 150.00 and Rs. 200.00 for the whole season, if they are paid
in cash, which however, is rarely done. But when they are paid
in kind, they usually get 8 to 11 maunds of paddy for their work.
Younger boys of ages from 12 to 14 are paid according to their
age and ability to do such jobs. They usually get 4 to 6 maunds
of paddy. Payments are made to their parents. Besides this,
the employer has to bear the charges of their board, lodge and
clothing (usually 1 cloth, 1 napkin and 1 ganzi are given) for the
period i.e. the agricultura]l season.

Only in few cases, a few Mahalis get the advantage of cul-
tivating land on share-crop basis. The lands are given by the
local land-owning people. In the normal share-cropping agree-
ment, the owner of the land provides only the soil. The man
who takes the land must prepare it, do all the work of trans-
planting, weeding, harvesting, threshing and winnowing and even
provide seeds. But Bailey observes two exceptions in Bisipara,
the owner normally sends a representative to help at the time of
harvest, mainly to see that he is not cheated and the cropper is
entitled to deduct the amount of seed sown before the division
of the harvest® But among the Mabhalis, after harvesting the
share-cropper gives half of the total outturn of the crops to the:
land-owner. Straw is taken by the cultivator. The rent of land
is paid by the owner of the land.

Lands are also often given on contract basis. In contract
basis the land-owner’s demand is made fixed and better types
of lands are given to one for cultivation. The amounts fixed are
usually given to the land-owners after harvest. In this case, the
cultivator may make profit or loose but he must pay the quantity
of paddy or amount of money which was so fixed earlier. The
contract rate is largely variable and it depends on the type of
land. Usually in these Mahali villages, it has been found that
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it varies from 4 to 6 maunds of paddy per bigha (1|3rd acre of
land), when paid in kind. The most important difference
between the agricultural day-labourer and the tenant 1S the
labourer’s lack of security of employment. The tenant once .he
acquires land, is assured of some work for at least one entire
season. In contrast, the agricultural day-labourer has often to seek
cmployment from day to day. Just before the commencerpt?nt
of agricultural season one can see landless Mahalis are waiting
on the house of the land-owners and approaching them for.a
small plot of land on share-cropping basis or contract basis.
Failing in these they may request the land-owners that they may
be provided some work in their own lands. Among thc Adi-
Dravida Beteille also finds the similar condition in Sripuram.®

The Mahalis who possess land, cultivate it by their own
agricultural implements. Most of the cultivating familics have
ploughs, bullocks, and other necessary implements. Those who
have no such implements, hire these from other Mahalis or from
other people of the village with whom they have good terms.

Let us now consider, how much land on average a Mahali
family cultivates under the share-cropping system or on contract
basis and how much government owned khas land and personally
pf)ssessed land a Mahalj family cultivates. These data have been
given from the last year’s (1966) record.

The table 17 indicates that in 1966, a total of 146 familics
cultivated 301 bighas of |

. and ie. on average each family culti-
;’:;;‘iiei'ofuﬁisgﬁsdof land on share-cropping system. Again 101
bighas of land eA:Iand 01.1 contract basis i.e. on average 3.12
contract cultivators ll;nan gives his land to a share-cropper or to
occasionally . rick, CCause he is unable to work himself. Very
“crop a field, but uSun}';‘n.al}ows a Mahali as a favour to share-
let some one else d: i’) 1t 1s necessity which drives the owner to
monly allows to be sl: e work. A well-to-do caste fan_ﬁly com-
a village at a distance z;re":fopped only those fields which lie in
Bisipara an identica] g; °r_Cu1t1vation by him or his servants. In
of government OWnedSltuatlon is observed by Bailey.” Cultivation
cultivate land of 112 p; as %and is done by 42 families and they
camilies possessed perlghas le. on average 2.47 bighas. Only 205

ultivated is 457 bigp So-nal land and total amount of land they
¢ r ways by Whichg as 1e. on overage of 2.00 bighas. There are
fo than ownin la Person can earn an income from agriculture
-other ¢ fand. These four are share-cropping, cultiva-
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TABLE—17
Cultivation of different classes of land and the family

No. of Total Average
individuals quantity land
Class of land No. of participated of land cultivated.
families in cultiva- cultivated in
tion from in bighas* bighas

families

1. Cultivation on share-

cropping system 146 291 301 2.08
2. Cultivation on con-

tract basis 101 285 316 312
3. Cultivation of govern-

ment owned khas

land 42 82 112 247
4. Cultivation of

personally possessed

land 205 308 451 2.20

tion of others’ land on contract basis, cultivation of government
owned khas and work of agricultural labourers. But in Bisipara
there are only three ways, share-cropping, plough-service and
casual labour.?

In the table 17, it is also indicated how many individualg
cultivate the said quantity of land. Of course, some of the
individuals are the helping hands of their parents and husbands,
But they have been included as participants only to assess cq.
operative efforts of the Mahalis for cultivation of land. The
table 17 also signifies that the Mahalis cultivate less land on
share-cropping than other classes of land. Tt has already been
mentioned that very few of them possess substantial arable lang
and so they cultivate land on share-cropping and other ways.
The neighbouring castes prefer to offer more lar}d On contragt
basis than that of share-cropping as sharc-Cropping system jn.
volves many risks on their part. Procuring of paddy share from,
the cultivator after harvest becomes difficult for them gag most
of the cultivator conceal the nett outturn of the cultivation 5 .

* One bigha is almost equal to one-third of an acre.
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also make part payment so the land-owner has a great chance
of deprievation of correct share. In contrast in the contract
basis of cultivation this risk in the part of the land-owner is
less. The majority of the Mahalis who are engaged in agricul-
ture land owned by others and this constitutes the basis of
economic and social ties between the different classes of people
in the village. There is a considerable circulation of personnel
between the different agricultural classes. A man who is a
tenant one year may and sometimes does become an owner-
cultivator next year. Similarly the agricultural labourer may be
transformed into a tenant and vice versa. An identical scenc is
seen by Beteille in Sripuram?.

It has already been mentioned that the Mahalis work as
day-labourer, seasonal labourer, share-cropper and contract cul-
tivator in the lands of the neighbouring people. They work in
the lands of tribes and castes of their own villages as well as
adjacent villages.

As regards day-labourer out of 454 individuals in 1966,
424 worked in the fields of caste people like Brahman (44
‘individuals), Kayastha (33), Baidya (29), Vaisnab (31), Karan
(38), Sadgop (34), Raju (65), Mahisya (72), Solanki
(33), Kalbartte'x (21), Tanti (6), Kumar (7), Jele (6),* Tambuli
(13) and Moua (16). Among thesé 424,persons 95 persons
had to go 1rt1! search of employment to the adjacent villages.
The rest of the labourers got employment in the same village.

Thirty persons did the job of dav. '
tribes like Bhumija (21 indiy; ay-labourers in the fields of the

duals) and Santals (9). Among

these 30 persons onl ) -
for this jopl:. Y 3 persons had to go to adjacent villages
orkIninrils:lEe;toife Sefa Sloanal labourers 25 persons were seen to
‘I:/Iahisya (5) Raiuo (7)1-212mau (2 individuals), Vaisnab (3),
buli (1). » S2dgop (3), Solanki (4) and Tam-

The Mahali familj

system took over I:E;hf? Who cultivate land on share-crop
ioup like Brahman (17 1\1;1 t}? © Purpose in 1966 from the caste
v Baidya '(14) ahali famijeg cultivate land), Vaisnab
). Raju (19) S»OdKayastha (12), Karan (10), Mahisya
(16)’ 4 gOP (13)’ S()]anki (3) and Taﬂti (6)’

enthesis No. .
*In par of tota] mdividua]s have been mentioned.
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Kumar (3), Jele (2), Tambuli (9), Moira (3), Bhumija (4) and
Santals (2).*

Similarly cultivation on contract basis also involved econo-
mic interaction with the above caste and tribal groups. The im-
portant part played by the Mabhalis in the processes of agriculture
as ‘frec’ or unattached labour is a feature of the agrarian class
structure!®. Brahmans and well-to-do non-Bramhans depend large-
ly on thc labour of tribals like Mahalis, Bhumijas, Santals and
Koras of the area for most of the physical work associated with
tillage. The higher caste economically better off section in-
vest their lands more on share-cropping and contract cultivation
than other lower castes. Brahman land-owners cngage tenants
from non-Brahmans as well as Mahalis. Often the non-
Brahman tenant of a Brahman land-owner engages Mahali
labourers to cultivate the land he mas taken on lease. A
complex set of ties thus bind together the Brahmans, non-
Brahmans and the Mahalis of the village in a web of economic
interdependence. In Sripuram Beteille also sees a similar com-
plex set of ties thus bind together the Brahmans, non-Brah-
mans and the Adi-Dravidas™

The details of lands they possess have been given in the
table 18 on village and family basis.

From the table 18 it can be said that out of 404 families,
199 or 49.269, families are landless and only 205 families
possess personal land i.e. nearly 50.749, of the families possess
land. Again only 451 bighas of land are possessed by these 205
families which means that these land possessing families on
average possesses about 220 bighas of land. Only 13 or 3.229,
families possess 10 or more bighas of land. Eleven or 2.27¢9,
families have land measuring 5 bighas or more, whereas 25 or
6.179, families possess 3 bighas or more each. Fiftyone of
12.649, families have 1 bigha or more land, while lf)S or 25.999
families possess lands measuring less than one bigha. It wag
seen that these 205 families possess 276 bighas of low lang
or wet landt and 175 bighas of high or dry landf.

For agricultural operations a few tools are necessary,

*In parenthesis number of families have been recorded.

t The price of the low land varies from Rs. 700/- to Rs. 1000/-
per bigha.

1 The price of the high land varics from Rs. 300/- to Rs. 500/.
per bigha.



TABLE—18 )
Land-holding (cultivable) of Mahalis

Land owncd in Bighas* by the familics

Name of villages Total No. 10 bighas 5 bighas 3 bighas 1 bigha  Less than N?: of Landless
of families or more or more or more or morc 1 bigha families pos-
sessed land
I II ur v \% VI vil VIII IX
1. Kotai (includ.) 31 1 2 3 3 7 16 15
2. Bhadrakali 13 — — — 2 4 6 7
3. Bankatala 6 — — — —_ 2 2 4
4. Chotamatkatpur 12 — — 1 1 3 5 7
5. Amidangar 12 — — —_ 2 3 5 7
6. Nilambarpur 4 — — — 2 2 4 —
7. Ektal 13 — — —_ 2 5 7 6
8. Kanjipara 18 — —_ 2 4 8 10
9. Panchrol 22 —_ R 1 3 7 11 11
10. Iayrf"z.mpur 17 — —_ 2 3 4 9 8
11. G'an;npu'r 15 3 1 3 5 — 12 3
12.  Tilabani 14 1 — 3 - 7 11 3
13. Pirot 15 — —
- 2 3 4 9 6
14. Aguibani 12 — — — 3 4 7
15. Phatikchua 14 _ _ _ _ 7 ; g
16. Kuldiha 17 — _ 3 5 4 9 g

*1 Bigha = 50 Decimal,
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TABLE—18 (Contd.)

I 11
17. Jhilinga 20
18. Baghuansol 22
19. Gurigot 15
20. Bhallukkulla 13
21. Bhankisol 11
22. Chaukapathra 26
23. Dhumsai 28
24. Guriansol 18
25. Kenduasuli 16
Total 404

Pcrcentage 100.00

5

111 v \% VI VII VIII IX
1 2 1 4 3 11
1 — — 3 5 9 13
— — — 3 5 8 7
— — - — 5 5 8
- - — — 3 3 8
1 2 2 3 — 8 18
2 2 4 2 5 15 13
3 — - 3 5 11 7
— — —_ — 7 7 9
13 11 25 51 105 205 199
22 272 6.17 12.64 25.99 50.74 49.26
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‘These are garden spade, hoe for removing weeds, plough of
Bengal type and a leveller. These agricultural tools are generally
purchased from the local market. These are prepared by the

Land Holding of the Mahalis
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blacksmith of the locality. A few of the Mahalis have bullock-
Carts w‘hich have two wheels and are largely made of -wood
and split bamboo. It is used for carrying paddy from the
-aglif:ultural field. Of course, bamboo baskets for sales are also
Carried on this cart.

1 The Mahalis primarily cultivate paddy, but its harvest takes
Place at different periods of the year. One variety is reaped
i the month of . Bhadra-Aswin (September-October), which is
known as ‘Aus’ crop, whereas the other is harvested in the
zngnth, of Agrahayan (November-December) and is known as
Aman’ crop. The cultivation of these two types start just after

;he adve.n.t of monsoon. The ‘Ays’ crop is cultivated by very
ew famlhes those who cultivate ‘Aus’ crop cultivate it generally
-on high land.
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The prevalent method of cultivation is broadcasting though
transplantation is not at all unknown to them. In low land they
usually prefer the broadcasting method. Manuring is done by
a very few Mahali families. Native manure of kitchen refuge
and cowdung are decomposed in the manure pit, attached to every
houschold. Rain-water is the only source of irrigation of the
fields. The average cost of cultivation of paddy per bigha of
land in Mahali villages varies widely from family to family.
The cost is appreciably less than that incurred by the non-
Mahali* families. Because most of the Mahalis do not use
improved manure and irrigation water, and devote less time for
weeding, ploughing, etc. as a whole, they practise crude agri-
cultural methods, so also the yield is less than that obtained by
.other non-Mahali people.

In broadcasting method the first ploughing (Ugal chas) :g
"done at the begining of the month of Chaitra (April-May) after
 few showers. Second ploughing is done with 6” deep furrow,
To save the bullocks from strain, the Mahalis always try to avojg
large number of turns in the field. Levelling is done after
ploughing. '

The next operation is sowing of seeds on the entire bed,
after which a fresh ploughing is done immediately and the plot
js levelled by means of a leveller. The next operation ig tpa
ploughing, which is known as ‘Karan’. when the .plants are aboyy
6 in height. After the ploughing the field is levelled by a
jeveller. As a result the plants are more Or less unifomﬂy
distributed in the field with subsequent removal. of weedg.
Sometimes, a few plants are destroyed due to this ploygp.
and subsequent levelling.  So their places are again filled yp 1>
transplanting new plants which have grown profusely g¢ one

i luster. Then casual weeding takes place. Ag
place in a € - . fici the
rain water is sufficient and the bed retains SUMICient wate,
that time, there is no need for waiting for the accumulatjq, of
water trickling down from the Bandh (embankment) to the beq
: contrieved channels. L.
lhrmgll:]tivation of low land by transplantation 1 fmore es
similar with a little variation. The first ploughing s Starteq ;

the month of Ashar (early part of July) and the second Plougy,

ellcr
S of n

of economically

. . . N coplc
* Non-Mahali term includes caste P s and the Bhumijy

section and the tribal groups like the Santal
locality.
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ing is done after 5 to 8 days of it. Levelling is accompanied
with ploughing. The third ploughing is done after a few days
to convert the bed into thick mud. It is also levelled at that
time. Next, transplantation is done on that day or the day
after. The paddy plants are .removed from the nursing bed
and transplanted in rows. Day by day, as the plants gain
height, the quantity of water is regulated in suitable cases by
allowing more to come inside the plot. The whole of the month
of Sravana (August-September) is utilised for this purpose.
Weeding is done in the month of Bhadra (September) and the
grains are harvested in the month of Agrahayan and early part

of Paus (November-December and December-January respec-
tively).

TABLE—19
Cost of cultivation of a Bigha of land.
Items Cost of production
Low land (transplantation)
_
I Seed 5 kg 2.50
2. Repairing of implements , 2.00
3. Rent
00
4. Manure 1
5. Approximate cost of food on
working days 9.50
6. Ploughing -
(~l-) Seed-bed . 1 labour unit 200
7 (;) Transplantation-bed 6 labour unit 15.00
- Preparing dikes . o
8. Sowing and immediate 2 labour unit 3.00
ploughing .
9. Wet ploughing 1 ]Eb?l:; :mt 1.25
10. Uprooting secdlings from ot donc
seed bed and . i .
1. Cochon n transplantauon 5113b0l:;. units 8.00
12. Weeding ot one
13. Harvesting 4 labour UnflS 6.40
14. Binding the harye 4 labour units 7.20
into bunches 9 Paddy .
"15. Carrying bunches to th 3 labour units 5.40
threshing floor ¢
16. Threshing 2 labour units 3.60
17. Winnowing ang g . 4 labour units 6.20
Oring 3 labour units 3.00
Total

—_ T 76.05
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Women also take part in all agricultural operations with
men, excepting in ploughing, levelling and in preparing dikes.

The average costs involved in cultivation by transplanta-
tion method in low land has been shown in the table 19. The
cost of labour in transplantation is more than that of broad-
«casting and for this reason, they do not follow this method
generally. The cause of this excess expenditure is the additional
amount, they have to invest for preparing a sced-bed. Besides,
for the higher rate that is charged by the labourers in wet-
ploughing and for more physical strain involved in this
process than in actual transplantation, they practisc broad-
casting, because the profit in Sol land (wet land) is good,
when it is cultivated by broadcast method, as the fertility of the
land is better, being situated in the lowest level and the yield
is good as rain water brings some soil wash due to ecrotion
from the upper level and thus increase the fertility of the soil.

The figures in the table 20 subscribe reasons of their dis-
inclination or apathy towards transplantation, which they do not

TABLE—20
Usual outturn (if rainfall is favourablc)

Type of  Method of Price of total yield Cost of
land cultivation Paddy Straw production
a) Broadcast 5% mds. (571 Ib) 12 pans Rs. 65.00
@ Rs. 18.00 permd. or % kahan*
Low land = Rs. 103.50 = Rs. 12.00
b) Trans- 61 mds. (533 1Ib) 16 pans or
plantation @ Rs. 18.00 permd. 1 kahan Rs. 76.05
= Rs. 117.00 = Rs. 16.00

practise on account of higher cost as well as not getting much
greater outturn than in broadcast method. Under the system
of share-cropping, the nett cash earned by a man from a bigha
of low land is nearly Rs. 25.00 only. But the actual expendi-
ture that has to be incurred to get the above outturn cultivating
in broadast method amounts to Rs. 65.00. Therefore the cul-
tivator is not able to get back even half the amount he invested.
But in actual practice, no money is spent for such cultivation

* Onc kahan is 1280 smaller bundles of straw.
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by the Mahalis, as the family members do all these works and
none of whom are paid.

The crops grown in the fields are mainly disposed of, in the
following ways, e.g. keeping sceds for the next sowing, family
consumption and repayment of loan. Paddy is not sold for
cash, unless therc is an emergency.

It is seen that the paddy is the staple crop and the main
source of income from cultivation is paddy. Barring this, almost
in all the families a few pieces of land arc cultivated at the back
of the houses, which consist of 3 to 5 decimals on average. These
are kitchen-gardens of the familics concerncd. In these kitchen-
gardens different kinds of vegetables, fruit plants, and spices are
grown. The total output is mainly consumed in family and a
little quantity is sold or disposed of, to the local pecople, either
in the market or in the village if there is surplus.

These garden crops comprisc mainly of onion, garlic, brin-
jal, tomato, gourd, ladies finger, chillies, cauliflower (in small
numbers) and various kinds of vegetables like Lal note (Amaran-
lh‘fs tristis), Puisak (Basella rubra), Radish (Raghanus sativus),
] h‘flga (Lufa acutangula) Shim (Dolichos lablab), etc. and the
fruits are mainly guava, wood-apple, bel (Aegle marmelos
tamaring, mango (found in a very few familics) etc.

) Certain operations are strictly restricted to men, e.g. plou-
ghing, levelling, sowing, preparing dikes and channels with the
hoe, etc,

Some operations are done mainly by women, e.g. husking
and Winnowing of the husked paddy. A few operations are
one commonly both by men and women, c.g. uprooting and
transplanting seedlings, weeding, harvesting, carrying the har-

_ vested paddy from the field to the husking floor, threshing, etc.

ere is taboo for women to touch the plough. - The Mahali
belief ig that if a woman touches a plough and if anybody

pl_oughs his field with that, it will not yeild any crop and there
Will be no rajp,

' The household, which in the majority of the cases, is a
simple family, ig the production unit that organises production of
Paddy in the ficld, However, in a few cases it is found that two
closely related agnatic families residing in the same village having
Separate hearths, also work together and the cost of production
has been minimised thereby.

In several cases, reciprocal aid is given by two or more



“1 look after my bulloc

k and in return it
bring cash to me”.
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families, who habitually help one another in ploughing, trans-
planting and harvesting operations. This co-operation is based
on the considcration that agnatic kins living in proximity in a
hamlet and closc relatives living in the same or adjacent villages
or having cercmonial friendship should help one another.

II

Livestock are onc of the important subsidiary source of in-
come in the Mahali economy. Each Mahali family has a number
of hens and cocks. A few families have also bullocks and cows,
Many of them have a number of goats, ducks and a few families
herd swine. The Mahalis place considerable significance and em-
phasis on having as large a livestock as possible. Some of the
advantages of having a large stock are obvious. They represent
a form of wealth that is not casily fittered away, but tends to
increcase as years pass.

In the Mahali families, fowls that are reared, are consumed
in the houschold. In festivals and rituals a large number of
fowls are normally sacrificed to appease their deities and ancestra]
spirits as the fear of incurring their wrath without such sacrificeg
regulates their life considerably. The killing of fowl in honoyr
of guests is an important part of their social customs. One may
expect to find in a Mahali family at least four or five occasions,
in a year, in which one or more fowl are killed for celebratiop
or entertainment purposes. At least in this respect, they eco-
nomise their expenses keeping fowl in large numbers, Again
cock-fight is an attractive and enjoyable pastime in the Society,
They participate in it at least once in every week, from the
month of October to February. The winner in each fight gaing
the defeated cock of the other contestant, which in money value
is about Rs. 8/- to Rs. 15/-. Some of the Mahalis occasionally
sell their good cocks to the local tribal people who wapg to
secure such cocks during the season of cock-fight. Fowls are also
sold to the local people. The eggs are not usually consumeq
at home. These are sold in the market for ce.tsh.- Ducks are
also kept by the Mahalis for taking their meat in times of need
or on ceremonial occasions, or during entertainment of gyegyq as
part of their dict of special menu. Eggs of dus:ks are also gq)q
to neighbouring castes either in the market or in the village

Pigs are kept by a few families for taking its flegy, and
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serving it on ceremonial occasions or in gathering of friends and
guests in their houses. Besides, the swine thcy rear are regularly
purchased by the Santals from them.

Goats are sold sometimes to outsiders who sell these animals
to others and a few are kept for offering as sacrifice for appease-
ment of their deities and ancestral spirits in fulfilment of vows
or on ceremonial occasions. Somectimes the goats are sold at a
good price to the neighbouring castes people or persons who trade
in these. The goats are however of very poor breed.

Bullocks arc kept by some cultivator families for ploughing
the land and those who have bullock-carts. By ploughing others’
fields the Mahalis carn a small amount of money in the agri-
cultural season. Besides the ncighbours of both caste and tribal
groups like Dom, Tanti, Kumar, Moira, Bhumij, Santal and
others who have no bullocks, hire them from thec Mahalis in times
of need.

Possession of cows and calves is rare among the Mahalis.
Only those who have cows, earn by selling the milk to the
neighbours in the village or in the market, although occasionally
a few families also take milk in small quantitics. The table 21

shows the varieties and number of livestocks possessed by the
Mabhalis on family basis,

TaBLE—21
Livestock owned by Mahali families

No. of familics possess- Average owner-

Livestock No. ing livestock ship per
i No. % family
Bullocks 162 86 21.28 1.88
Cows 25 25 6.81 1.00
Calves 31 31 7.67 1.00
Goats 192 176 43.56 1.09
Ducks 176 121 29.95 1.45
F9wls 1256 404 100.00 3.10
Pigs 172 65 16.09 2.64

he table 21
I;I; s ie. 21 288(;0“'8 that bullocks are kept only by 86
families, “°70 families. Cows are kept only by 25

siae 1.6 6.319 famin:
families To amilies, Thirtyone or 7.679% families have
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39
‘calves.  Goats are found in 176 families i.c. in 43.56%, families.
Ducks are owned by 121 i.c. 29.959 families, whereas fowls are

possessed in good number by each family, the average of which
per family is 3.109%. Pigs are also kept by 65 families and
the ownership is only 16.099,. 1n a few families, each category
-of these livestocks are found and in somc others, only one or
two categories.

A few better-off families possess livestocks of mixed types.

TARLE 22
Mixed type of livestock owned by Mahali families

Combination of livestock variety No. of families

1. Bullocks, cows, goats, ducks, fowls and pigs 2
2. Bullocks, goats and fowls 34
3. Bullocks, calves and fowls 31
4. Calves, goats, fowls and ducks 36
5. Goats, pigs and fowls 26
6. Cows, goats, pigs and fowls 21
7. Fowl, goats and ducks 33
8. Fowls and ducks 83

Thus it is scen from the table 22 that only 2 families pos-
sess all stypes of lisvsestocks and a few families with varieties
of combinations as indicated in the table 22.

111
Hunting is done more as sports than as a means of livelihoog
and provides an cxciting diversion from the monotony of daily
life. The Mahalis have bows, bolts and arrows, and different
varieties of traps and snares for catching birds and hares, Boyg
of about 10 to 15 are more adept in the use of traps and Shareg
and they usually go out for hunting in a group of 4 05, 1o
catch birds and small games, which replenish their edible dishey
very often. .
ySimi]arly, in rainy season or autumn, the Mabhalis, inclu(L
ing young boys and children catch plentyd Oft St"l:all fishes
the paddy fields. When the catch 1s _abun ant, w;y sell 5 Quan,
tity of fishes to their prosperous nenghb%“";;ese ﬁetrle there an
many tanks and water sources they catc Shes  thrg

i . ~ugh.
out the year. Particularly at the end of the winter, ;. th
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scorching heat of the sun, when the water of the ponds dr)éot\lf;
with the permission of the owners of the ponds, they get .
into the shallow water, to catch fishes in groups. The fel? o
also participate in such catches and get a goo‘d share ho o
catch. Apart from this, the young boys and glrl.s catch sma

fishes of the local varicties like Koi (Anabas teosdineus), Maglu}’
(Clarias batrachus), Singi (Heteopheustes fosssilis) Lata (Op ")’
cephalus punctatus), Puti  (Pustius ticto), Chang (Channa 8‘10/”‘;‘. .
etc. from the paddy fields, with hook and rod. The Maha ld
use two types of hand-nets, namely Chabijal and Chaknijal an

a cast-net like Jhakijal. Use of the Chabijal and Jhakijal re-

quires much physical strength and skill.

These are only used
by males.

The children and females use Chaknijal. In shallow
muddy water, catching of fish by bare hands is a common prac-

tice. They often use basket-traps of bamboo locally known as
Ghuni. These are placed against the water current elfher n
paddy fields or in streams. Small fishes enter into this trap-

through the valved mouth with water current and cannot go out,
due to its valve action.

Most of the fishes are consumcd' in the
family. But gencrally when catches are abundant a portion are€

sold to local people and some are made sun-dricd and taken

to the market where they can be sold to other tribal and a few
lower-caste people.

v

_ Procurement or collection of wildly grown produce somc-
times occupy a significant place in the Mahali economy es-
pecially among those who live in the jungle area. A Mahali.
whenever finds an opportunity, goes out for collecting fire wood-

They generally collect dry branches of trees and prepare head-
loads of such bundles of fa

ggots and carry these to their huts
for domestic use. Such forest resources are however not
available for general use. In the scrub jungles of the vicinity.
they have only limited scope of collecting firewood. Besides
they also go out with a hoe or a garden spade to collect a few
varieties of edible yams or tubers from these scrub jungles for their
own consumption. During the course of enquiry it is found
that every menu of their food js supplemented by various kinds
of leafy and non-leafy vegetables, Most of them are jungle

products. - Among the leafy vegetables, leaves of Kalmi (Ipomea -
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reptans), Sajna (Moringa pterygosperma), Gima (Moluga sper-
gula), Punannaba ‘(Boerhaavia repens), Hinche (Enhydra fluc-
tuans), Kata note (Amaranthus spinosa), Arum (Colocarea
antiquorum) and Oal (Amorphophalus campanulatus) are com-
monly used. A few kinds of wild edible roots and tubers are
almost daily used in their food preparation. Around the village,
there are a few fruit bearing trees, Mango (Mangifera indica) and
Jamkul (FEugenia jambolana), Chalta (Dillenia indica) these are
consumed in large quantities by the village boys, most in unripe
condition. Children in groups, often go to pluck wild plums,
Amra (Spondias mangifera) in its season. These are mostly
caten up by them on thc spot. Wild green-figs are collected by
the Mahalis which occasionally enrich their vegetable dishes.
Children often collect ripe figs and cat them with a relish.
Tender tamarind lcaves and ripe Kadh bel (Feronia elephantum)
are also collected by the Mahalis and consumed in their house-
hold very often.
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CHAPTER V
ECONOMIC BALANCE : MACROVIEW

I

We can assess the efliciency of Mahali economy against
the three classes of demands, which it must satisfy, e.g. firstly,
the primary necessitics of livelihood (food, shelter, clothing},
including the working capital on which production depends like,
purchase of tools for basketry and its raw materials, land and
seed-grains for cultivation, livestock and fodder for animals and
birds and some surplus funds to be spent -on financing family
labour; secondly—obligatory expenses like giving of bride-price,
gifts to relations on ceremonial occasion, making sacrifices for
cure from certain crises of life, appeasement of deitics and pay-
ment to specialists for treatment of diseases or for exorcising
spirits:  thirdly—for mecting certain voluntary but institu-
tionalised expenses designed to cnhance individual prestigs, like
subscribing for communal festivals and village festivals etc.

The final category of demands and the intermediate posi-
tion between necessities and voluntary expenses as spending for
construction of residential huts, buying more cxpensive and im-
pressive clothes or ornaments or footwear, etc. or in other words,
on the luxuries of life must be determined.

The obligatory customary expenses are  to some extent
elastic. The scale of gifts or feasts for relations vary with eco-
nomic means of the individual; sacrifices can be postponed if
sufficient livestock are not available at the moment and if the
father is unable to give the full bride-price—the onus for pay-
ment then devolves on other relatives or the young bridegroom
himself. Thus it is seen that the primary “economic necessities”
can be }‘egarded as rigid economic demands. The standards of
these primary necessities as conceived by the people, are striking-
ly lower In comparison to other local social groups.

Thef extent to which the economy of an individual or a
family 18 able to balance its wants, can be divided into three
different e<101'1011.1.ic levels, eg. ‘below-subsistence’, ‘subsistence’
and ‘above-subsistence’ level, which contains them into certain
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comprehensive economic stratification (non-institutionalised) of
the society.

Out of 404 families, to cite concrete and elaborate illustra-
tions, the domestic budget of 200 families have been recorded by
the author. Income and expenditure in all the levels of economy
indicate large variations, from family to family, and the picture
of these have been given here on average basis.

The Mahalis have becn categorised under three different
levels of standards of living as it is already stated. These divi-
sions are not very clearly demarcated and very difficult to
differentiatc them on the basis of standards of living. These dis-
tinctions in levels of livelihood are mainly based on difference
in carning and consumption norms. It may be generally said
that those families which incur excess expenditure than earning
every month and have to depend on loans, are regarded as
belonging to ‘below-subsistence level’, those which have no
surplus and the expenditure is about thc same as the monthly
carning are regarded as belonging to ‘subsistence level’, and
those which have surplus in their budget, are regarded as belong-
ing to ‘above-subsistence level.” The average family unit* is 6
in most of the Mabhali families.

TABLE—23
Income of the individual families per annum and average
labour unit per family

Families surveyed (200)

Income Below Avcrage Subsist- Average Above Average Total

group subsist- labour cnce labour subsist- labour

in rupees ence unit unit ence unit
600—700 12 2.0 —_— — — 12
701—800 15 2.5 7 27 — — 22
801—900 13 2.9 10 29 — - 23
901—1000 12 31 13 3.0 k] 32 28
1001—1050 14 39 11 3.2 2 3.9 27
1051—1100 13 4.0 7 39 s 4.2 .25
1101—1200 12 5.0 S 4.0 7 4.9 24
1201—1300 11 5.0 8 5.1 5 5.3 24
1301—1400 —_ — 4 5.6 7 .56 11
1401—1500 — — — — 4 5.8 4
Total 102 65 33 200

* Family unit considered : Adult male = 1: Adult female = .8:
Adolescent = .6; Children = 4.
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According to thesc classifications, out ,Of a total.2.00 Ifam‘ilies,
- ‘pelow-subsistence’, 65 families to ‘sub-
102 families belong to ‘bel ‘ab . > level
sistence’ and only 33 families to the "2 ove-subsls'te:ncc evess.

The table 23 indicates that out.c?f 102 far}nhes, belonging
to ‘below-subsistence’ level, 12 families have mco‘me between
Rs. 600/- and Rs. 700/-. The average labour unit is 20 The
income increases in the families where the ]'abour unit increases.
Similarly, in other two economic levels, the income also increases
with steady increase of labour units in the families concerned.
Thus when we come to maximum income level between
Rs. 1,301-1,400 and Rs. 1,401-1,500, in the ‘above-subsistence’
level, the labour unit also goes UPtO 5.6 and 5.8 persons per
family, belonging both to labour force and non-labour force
_categories. Thus it may be concluded that higher income in their
society is dependent on the number of labour units. These labour
~units are all family members. )

The data on consumers’ economics that have been collected
from the Mahali families, will reveal their family budgets ie.
.the relation between income and expenditure. The average in-
come and expenditure patterns of the Mahali families on different
items, based on family budgets of 1966 of a total of 200 families
representing the three levels of living stated above, will indicatc
in the table 24, their income and expenditure patterns and con-
sumption norms on average percentage basis,

From the table 24 it is clear that in each successive lower
“level, the percentage of income from bamboo-work increases with
gradua] decrease of income from agricultural pursuits, which
indicates that in agricultural season the families of ‘‘above-sub-
sistence level” remain engaged in agricultural productions, more
than the families of other two economic levels. In ‘‘above
subsistence level” income from cultivation of own land is much
_greater due to their possession of such lands in larger quantity
than the families of other two successive levels. So they have
to resort to agricultural pursuits more than the other two levels.
As a result their income from basketry in the season of agri-
f:ulture, .decreases which is the causc of lesser percentage of
ncome in basketry than the other two levels.

‘ But income from share-cropping and contract cultivation in
subsistence level’ s the highest. The reason is that they look
for more land on these two systems as their personal possession
is small. But this percentage again falls in the ‘below subsist-
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ing together.

Fish







Income of Mahali families on average (Total family 200).

TABLE—24

Income Income
from from
Income Income share- the job Wage Income Income Income Income Total
Economic from from cropping of day- ~carmer from from from from income
level bamboo- agriculture and work-  labourer livestock  fishing  hunting  collection
work ing as and of wild
contract scasonal products
cultivator labourer
1. Above subsis- Rs. 837.00 Rs. 224.00 Rs. 209.30 Rs. 44.95 — Rs. 87.70 Rs. 74.75 Rs. 14.95 Rs. 1495 Rs. 1495.00
tence level
(total number
of families
33)
Percentage 56.00 15.00 14.00 3.00 — 6.00 4.00 1.00 1.00 100.00
2. Subsistence Rs. 822.00 Rs. 8220 Rs. 246.60 Rs. 54.80 — Rs. 68.50 Rs. 56.00 Rs. 21.00 Rs. 23.00 Rs. 1370.00
level (total
number of
families 65)
Percentage 60.00 6.00 18.00 4.00 — 5.00 4.09 1.53 1.68 100.00
3. Below subsis-  Rs. 828.75 Rs. 26.52 Rs. 63.75 Rs. 120.36 Rs. 38.25 Rs. 39.65 Rs. 87.13 Rs. 26.52 Rs. 52.02 Rs. 1275.00
tence level
(total number
of families
102) .
percentage 65.00 2.08 5.00 9.44 3.00 3.11 6.05 2.08 4.08 100.00
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énce’ level, because the families of this level do not want to take
the risk of expenses, incurred in share-cropping and contract
cultivation, in which cases, they have to bear thc expenscs of
seed-grains and the land-owners as such, do not takc the risk of
giving them land on that basis, lest they should fail to collect
their due. So they resort to the job of agricultural day-labourer
or seasonal labour, and we find that the percentage of income
from these sources in ‘below subsistence level’ is greater than
that of other two levels. However, it is apparent from thc tablc
24 that the families of ‘lower cconomic level’ cling more to
the bamboo-work than agriculture, as they possess very little or
no land of their own or cannot cultivate on share-cropping and
on costract basis for lack of means, and as a result, percentage
of income from bamboo-work increases in successive lower
economic levels (569, to 609, to 65%) with gradual fall in income
from cultivation of own land and khas land (159, to 6% to
2.08%).

It is seen that in ‘below subsistence level’, the families
mostly participate as day-labourers and very few of them culti-
vate land on share-cropping and contract cultivation. But in
‘above subsistence’ and ‘subsistence’ levels, quitec a good number
of them earn from share-cropping and contract cultivation, re-
presenting 149, and 189, respectively. Income from working
as wage carners is only found in “below subsistence level” (3%).
Similarly, income from livestock decreases in lower economic
levels (6% to 59, to 3.119,), while income from fishing increases.
'{n the successive lower levels (4% to 4.099% to 6.059%) like the
Income from hunting (19, to 1.53% to 2.09%). Income from col-
lection and sale of wild products increases in successive lower
economic levels (19, to 1.68%, to 4.08%).

In respect of livestock, it can be said that on account of
economic surplus, families of “‘above subsistence level” have more
money to secure livestock and due to their possession of lives-
tock in good number, income from this source is greater than
that of other two levels. As regards other sources like, fishing
and hunting and collection of wild products, the families of
lower economic level devote more time and interest for these
pursuits as their income goes down to ‘“below subsistence”.
This may be regarded as acceptance of shifting to other pro-
fessions according to necessities.

The items of expenditure show that in each successive



To face page 96

lely Women’s job.

1S so

Husking of paddy







ECONOMIC BALANCE

97

lower level, the percentage of expenditure on food, that is on
rice, pulses, vegetables, mcat, fish, salt, spices and fats increases
steadily (vide table 25).

TABLE 25
(Total family 200)
Items of expenditure on average

Above subsistence
(No. of family 33)

Subsistence (No.

of family 65)

Bcelow subsist-
ence (No. of

Items family 102)
Rs. Yo Rs. Yo Rs. Ge

1. Food 894.82 61.50 890.50 65.00 891.00 66.00
2. Dress, orna-

ments and

footwear etc. 210.99 14.50 178.10 13.00 162.00 12.00
3. Narcotics

and drinks 58.20 4.00 61.65 4.50 67.50 5.00
4. Fuel 29.10 2.00 20.55 1.50 13.50 1.00
5. Medical 29.10 2.00 20.55 1.50 12.15 .90
6. Education 7.27 .50 5.48 40 4.05 3
7. Repair of huts 29.10 2.00 27.40 2.00 21.60 1.60
8. Repair of )

agricultural,

fishing and

hunting

implements 29.10 2.00 41.10 3.00 16.20 1.20
9. Expenditurc

on livestock 43.65 3.00 34.25 2.50 21.60 1.60
10. Purchase of

domestic

utensils 29.10 2.00 20.55 1.50 14.85 1.100
11. Social enter-

tainment 58.20 4.00 47.95 3.50 36.45 2.70:
12. Miscellaneous 21.82 1.50 20.55 1.50 8.10 .60
13. Payment of

loans — — — — 81.00 6.00:
14. Saving for

land purchase 14.55 1.00 1.37 .10 — —

Total 1455.00 10000 1370.00 100.00 1350.00 100.00

These percentages show that the families of “above subsis-.
tence level” almost equally spread their expenses to nutritive
wants and other types of wants of daily life. But in other two.
levels, most of the money are spent to meet the nutritive wants,
When measuring “sufficiency of means” with regard to primary

Mahali—7
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necessities of life, the author measured not only the ability to
reach an adequate level of production and consumption of food, but
also ability to produce and meet other rigid demands. Normally
every family in the ‘above subsistencc level’ can afford and
maintain at least the necessary minimum requirements, which
could be easily done duc to possession of land, land cultivated
on share or contract basis and having a good number of lives-
tock in most cases, but it is impossible for the families which
keep close to the margin or below that level.

The families belonging to *“‘above subsistence level” spend
more on clothes, ornaments, footwear (15%,), than the other two
levels (109%). Expenditure on narcotics are proportionatel)’
less in the ‘above subsistence level’ than in the other two groups
(4%, to 4.50% to 5%b). The expenditure on fuel in ‘above subsis-
tence level’ is higher than that of other two levels. The familics
of ‘below subsistence level’ spend only 19, of the income for
fuel, because large amount of faggots are collected by these
families from the neighbouring areas. But in the ‘above subsis-
tence level’ such collection of faggots is proportionately lesser in
quantity than the families of other two levels. So they purchase
fuel from their neighbours, usually from the poorer castes and the
Lcdhas of the locality, who sell these. For this reason, their ex-
penses in this respect are higher than the families of other two
levels.

Educational expenses are very nominal in all economic
levels; firstly because zeal for education is yet to be developed
among them, secondly—being member of the Scheduled Tribe,
they receive educational expenses from the Government of West
Bengal and thirdly, due to pressing financial needs, even the
children have to participate in productive activities with the elder
members of the family, in preference to attending school. Simi-
Jarly, expenses for medicine decreases successively in lower level.
The families of ‘above subsistence level’ spend 29, of their in-
come on medicine, not because they suffer much from diseases,
but because they avail of the modern treatment processes and usc
commercial medicines, having surplus in their family budgets,
whereas the families of the other two levels, still cling to the
indigenous system of treatment of diseases, specially on the
Shamans, sooth-sayers and their medicinal herbs, these being
cheaper and as they have meagre means. .

Investment for hut repair is almost similar in the families
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of different levels. Maintenance and repair of the agricultural
implements, fishing and hunting tools, necessitate spending a
higher percentage in the ‘subsistence level’ because they possess
considerable number of fishing nets, hunting and agricultural
tools, which have got to be maintained and repaired properly.
Expenditure on livestock and purchase of domestic utensils are
grcater in the ‘above subsistence level’, which successively decrease
in other two levels. The expenses for the livestock are larger
for them .on account of their possession of a large number of
cattle. Expense for purchase of domestic utensils is circumstan-
tial and depends on surplus funds in the ‘above subsistence
level’. Finally, under social entertainment and miscellaneous
heads, the families of above subsistence level spend more than
the families of subsistence and below subsistence levels. This
greater cxpense is incurred on entertainment of guests for achiev-
ing a higher status and prestige. The families of ‘below subsis-
tence level’ have to take loans from others to balance their
deficit in budgets. So taking of loans and its partial repayment
is a regular feature of their cconomic life. At least 6% of their
annual income is spent to repay loans. '

Income and expenditure pattern in the ‘above subsistence
level’ represents in varying degrees, a surplus that can be diverted
to various cultural demands and expenditure for the sake of pres-
tige or the purchase of luxuries. These vary with individual pre-
gilection, with the composition of the family (number of sons
who are or have to be married), or with urgency of certain irre-
oular and unpredictable demands for making sacrifices because of

Tllncss, funeral feasts, etc. or for acquiring land by purchasc.

II

Food habits incorporated in the standard of living are judged
from the availability, quantity and quality of food taken by
the family members. The menu of the food varies according to

(1) cconomic condition of the people, -

(2) on the scasonal availability of the food items,

(3) on the tastc of the peoplc and

(4) also on some conventional patte.rr.ls.of ?bservances.

The fauna and flora native to the vicinity, 1e. games, fishes,
wild-growing fruits and vegetables apd other fooc.i producir}g
plant; arc important factors in ‘moulding food habits. Certain
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foods arc preferred to others. Certain potential foods are ignored
or used only sparingly. Therefore, it is very diflicult to ascer-
tain the exact types of food taken by the Mahalis. The staple
food of the Mahalis is rice and the basic diet includes rice, lentils,
meat, fish and vegetables of various kinds. The levels of living
are judged by the kinds and quantity of rice eaten, use of pro-
tein diets and spices, fats and mustard oil, etc. Usually the
Mabhalis do not like spices. Only paste of red chillies and smaller
quantities of turmeric paste are used by them during cooking.
Green chillies and raw onjons are used in considerable quantity by
the Mabhalis, irrespective of their economic levels. During the
rainy scason, leafy vegetables are collected and consumed in
plenty. When these are not available, they scarcely buy other
vegetables from the marke( for household consumption. Tender
leaves of Sajna (Moringa pterosperma), Kalmi (Ipomea reptens),
and tamarind, whep available, are fried with a little oil and taken
with stale rice in the morning. People of ‘above subsistence level”
buy brinjals, potatoes and green bannana from the market and the
families of other two levels buy Jess vegetables for daily consump-
tion. They mostly try to live on collection of wild roots. Those
who have urban contact ang are cducated take tea occasionally.
The Mabhalis Scarcely eat fruits purchasing from the market.
Mango (Mangiferq indica) guava, jamkul (Fugenia jambolana)
kadh bel (Feronia elephantum), ata (Anona squamosa), wild
plums, tamarind etc. are caten in plenty by thc Mabhali children,.
when these grow during the season, in the village, plucking these
in groups or alone. Generally they take these in unripe condi-
tion. Bananas and green-coconuts are purchased from the market
mostly on ceremonia] occasions. Milk is scarcely used and pur-
chased to feed the children. OFf course, occasional inclusion of
milk in the diet is founq only in a few families of the “‘above sub-
med by most people in such small

sistence level”, but is congy
quantities, as may be considered as insignificant in the dietary

habits.

They usually take three to four meals a day at the following
hours as was observed by the writer.

Early morning meal—Between 6 a.m. and 6.30 a.m. is taken
only by those who g0 out to the fields or for other works.

Late morning meal—Between 8 a.m. and 8.30 a.m. is taken
by those who remain a¢ home at that time.
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TABLE—26

Average food pattern

Economic Early morning Late morning Midday Night
Ievels 6 a.m. to 6-30 a.m. 8 a.m. to 8-30 a.m. 1 pm. to 1-30 p.m. 7-30 pm. to 8 p.m.
Below Pantha (stale rice), vege- Boiled ricc and vege-  Boiled rice, fishes fried in  Boiled rice with boiled
subsistence table curry retained from (able curry oil or boiled in water vegetables and occasional-
last night (curry includes or with  turmeric and red ly pulses and mecat curry
gourd, green banana, brin- Puisak boiled in water  chillics, vegetable curry, or dried fish and vege-
jal, kundri, etc.) or sajna or with turmeric and red ctc. table curry.
kalmi leaves fried in oil, or  chillies.
parched ricc and molasses.
Subsistence -do- -do- Boiled  rice, fish  curry, Boiled rice with pulscs,
vegelable curry, pulses. fish curry, vegetable curry,
sometimes  meat  curry,
occasionally cgg.
Above -do- -do- -do-
subsistence -do- Occasionally milk More meal.
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Mid-duy meal—Between | p.m. and 1.30 p.m. is taken by
thosc who remain at home at that time,
Night meal—Between 7.30 p.m. and 8 p.m. is taken by all.

In the following table the types of food taken by the Mabhalis,
at different meals in a day, have been stated. From this it would
be seen that most common items of food have been included,
though these food habits vary from season to season. The table
26 will give the average picture only.

The above facts represent average items of diet of the three
types of families. Seasonal changes are of course important here
anq at certain times of the ycar, certain items arc partially or
‘?ntlrely replaced by others. In February, dried fishes are taken
In plenty and meat is rarely bought or taken. From the month
of March, green mango plays an important part in their diet.

+ From the above, it is seen that the food items are not very
variable in respect of their standards of living. But the varia-
tions do occur in the per unit daily consumption of different
food ingredients. The table 27 show the per unit daily consump-
tion of different types of food ingredients by the Mahalis.
Ingredients in all the items of food among the families of ‘above
spbsistence level’, and consumption are larger than other fami-
lies belonging to ‘subsistence’ and ‘below subsistence’ levels,.
respectively.

TABLE 27
Daily per unit consumption of different food ingredients.
Above Below

Types of subsistence Subsistence subsistence
ingredients Total  Total Total  Total Total Total
wt.in  wt. in wt.in wt.in wt. in  wt. in

chatak* grams chatak grams chatak grams
1. Carbohydrate 16.91 980.78 14.16 821.28 13.79  799.82
2. Protein 2.15 124.70 143 82.94 1.18 68.44
3. Fat 874  50.69 546 31.66 345 20.01
4. Vegetables 2.84 164.72 2.46 142.68 1.86 107.88
5. Spices 492  28.53 .259 15.02 172 9.97
6. Fruits 129 7.48 .109 6.32 .073 4.23
Total 23.395 1356.90 18.964 1099.68 17.420 1010.35

# 1 Chatak = 58 grams.
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The table 27 clearly indicates that there exist differences
in daily per unit consumption of food ingredients. The reason
of these differences are not due to availability or non-availabj.
lity, but duc to the cconomic capacity of the families of each
level. The families belonging to marginal sufficiency level, take
almost equal quantities of food like that of the families of ‘below
subsistence level’. But differences in consumption of each iten
of food ingredients arc great when the families of ‘above apg
below subsistence’ are compared. Thus, at least on the basis of
food consumption, we can establish an cconomic Stratificatiop
and assess the standard of individuals and families.

Carbohydrate is mainly derived from rice, pulses, potato,
tubers and wheat (in negligible quantity). Protein diet js sup-
plied mainly by fowl, goat and local fishes. The rrfain SOurcey
of fats arc vegetable fats, fat of meat and mustard oil.

As regards sources of procurement of these food ingrediems_
no difference can be made excepting in the way of Procuremen,
c.g. when the familics of ‘above-subsistence }evel’ and ‘subsig.
tence level’ mostly procure their paddy or rice \(CarbOhydrate)
from cultivation of their own lands or by share-cropping the
families of ‘bclow subsistence level’ procurc it by Working as
labourers in the fields of others.

III
As common in human society, the assets of the 7 ahay;
families are the main index of their standards of livin . N
items of assets of the Mahalis are house and householgq

i dresses and POsses.
sions, like domestic utensils, furniture, dres n OrMamep,

some agricultural implements. a few tools Of.baSk?tl'y, a e\\:
fish-nets and traps, hunting implements, n?usma] instrupy, .
livestock, land and some money kept as family rescrve, :
Here somec clarification of domestic utensils, furniy,,,

dresses, ornaments and musical instrume',1tS possessed by a a?f
families are necessary. As regards furniture, rgpe'StOOIS’ Strinol
cot, wooden-seat and palm-leaf mats ar¢ the average Pog.
ession. .

* There domestic utensils mostly coni;St (;deﬁrthen ltehe,
and other types of carthen vessel‘S».WOO e’l?hey haf:: and fe“s'
pots of bell-metal, brass and aluminium. Oonly 5

. ical drums, ew
musical instruments, e.g. 7amak Orf con T""lda OE
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flattened drum Regra or small flattened drum, Buang (instru-
aent made of hollowed gourd) bamboo flute etc. Details of the
ch)ols of basketry and agricultural appliances have discussed in

es.

earlng:irding their dress, it can be said that they are now much
fastidious about fashion and varieties and are using garments,
as are worn by the local advanced groups. The male persons
use shirts of various tYPf?S, genji, dhuti, panjabi, pajama, lungi etc.
and sari, blouse, petticoat, frock ctc. are the famale dress.
Mahali women now wear bordered-saries, not less than ten
cubits in length. Mill-made clothes are also used by them, which
are sold in the market. They possess very few ornaments:
Mostly the womenfolk POSSGS? a few silver and glass-studded
bangles, ear-ripg of German silver, etc. Wearing of cheap shoes
by the Mahali male members are occasional. Cheap varicties of
chappols have found place among the women. In the table 28
the average assets of the Mahali families, in terms of their present
market value, have been shown. The nature of assets indicate
‘the standard of living of the Mahali families in three successive
Jevels.

TABLE 28
Average assets of Mahali families (in 1966)

Assets Above  Subsistence  Below
subsistence subsistence

(Total No. of families 200) (33) (65) (102)
Rs. P, Rs. P. Rs. P.

o
1. Livestock 105.00 62.00 35.00
2. House 508.50 447.00 400.00
3. Land ' 600.00 300.00 130.00
4. Domestic utensils 50.00 30.25 25.00
5. Furniture 30.00 20.25 15.00
6. Dress and ornaments 65.00 50.25 45.00
7. Agricultural implements 45.00 40.00 25.00
8. Tools of basketry 25.00 30.00 11.00
9. Hunting and fishing implements 30.00 35.00 33.00
10. Musical instruments 20.50 25.00 15.00

11. Family deposit money or reserve 14.50 1.37 —
Total 1493.50 1041.12 754.00

Livestock, land and house are the main assets in Mahali
families. The assets of ‘above subsistence families’ are largest
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:due to their possession of land, a good number of livestock and
.a comparatively better house. In respect of other assets, the
distinction between the different cconomic levels is moderate.

Ornaments of silver, good clothes and good diet are
regarded as a mark of higher standard of living. On the
other hand, possession of personal land, cash and larger
number of livestock are 'only found in ‘above subsistence level .
Types of dwelling houses and deposit money towards the family
reserve funds are other yardsticks to measure the standard of
Jliving in the Mabhali society, as elsewhere.

In examining income and cxpenditure patterns, the per unit
.consumption of food and assets of thc Mahali families, we fing
that in these cssential requirements. they represent varying
standards of living and possession of means. In other words, we
find poverty, ie. insufficiency of means, 2 degree of ‘marging)
sufficiency’ and ‘surplus means or sufficiency’—the three ngp.
institutionalised stratification based on economy.

‘Let us now consider the demand embodied in cultural ya.
«quirements and standards of living. These demands may 1,
«ategorised under three headings, e.g.

(1) demands implied in kinship duties;

(2) demands implied in duties towards the COmmunity.___
religious, political and social and .

(3) certain personal requirements, wl.uch. are regarded t,
convention, as essential and even indispensable to gp( =
personal status and prestige.

Under the first heading expenses for fea§ts, eg.
““Name-giving Cecremony’ for a ne.w-born child,
feasts and feast in funeral ceremonics €tCc. have b
.cluded. These expenses are mainly bornc by the famyj)
in whose house the ceremony is perf.ormed. l?ut the Mahalis
usually expect contributions from yarious re.lauons and frien ds
on these occasions, who attend these cerf.:monles as guests,
contributions may be either in kind or 1 ?aSh—sometim it i
.conventional and sometimes it is Compc“s“to.ry' Tl“f e Nseg
of the ceremony vary according tO econonr?;iicflpacuy of the
family concerned. The records of the :‘t‘l‘l bi:tl“:lng Clemonjeg
and purification ceremonies connected hw]. fa mili’ Marriage anq
funeral, show that on average the Ma "21‘ o Es.mcu'r AN ey
pense of abount Rs, 50/- to Rs. 75{ ) n‘;nogatri’o:ﬁ;aho CEre:
mony connected with birth, whereas It =S or Marrigg

the
dding
0 in.
Y heaq
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and funcral ceremonics, thc expenscs are as much. as RS-_ 130’_"
to Rs. 200/-. The largest item of the expenses In marriage 1S
the payment of bride-price. The bride-price 15 -z}lways fCCkOI}Cd
in money, although it may be paid partly in kind, as the gifis
in kind which may form part of the bride-price. such as, clothes
and ornaments, have a definite money value and must be bought
in cash.

The economic demands under the sccond heading—demands
implicd in duties towards the community—are comparatively
lighter. 1In village life, they arc obliged to pay regular subscrip-
tions to village rituals in money or kind, which also vary among
them according to cconomic capacity and it is generally settled
by village panchayats, of their own.

The last heading of ‘cultural requirements’—which are a
type of personal wants—are most fluid and difficult to outline.
.It follows very closely the cconomic stratifications and the vary-
Ing standards of living. Every family member is expected tO
possess, in addition to his single working cloth, at least one good
dress, which he would wear while attending meetings in the
house of the headman and at various ceremonial occasions.
They arc also seen to use footwears. Women generally wear
a heavy glass-bangle, finger-rings and various other ornaments
sold in the market. Failure to achieve thesc standards of per-
Sonal requirements is regarded as a sign of poverty and dis-
grace. In a few villages, some Mahalis have changed their pro-
fessions ang have taken the job of school teacher, or accepted
:)ther scrviccs: and arc trying to sccure new means of livelihood,
O better their standard of living.

UndeIr-IOtvl:'evir’ tl}is mu]ti‘tudinous forn33 of exl,)enditu.re whi‘ch fall
l‘epresente' cading of ‘cultural requirements’ are impossible to-
Mahat: in terms of money. It is scen, even among the
d;iv?(‘is fOf. the ‘above subsistence {evcl,’ thfa surplus which 15
o coy rom the several sources of income, is not large enough

ver all the expenses of cultural requirements. So the
m::;h; attempt to }‘educc or ?lfrtail or avoid expenditure on
than frems or to discover additional sources of income other

Tom bamboo-work. Thus the most essential require--
MENt is the selection and preference of cxpenses on which the
hard-pressed families try to cconomise for balancing their means
and expenditure,

Various requirements of the Mahalis are met by earning
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from bamboo-work and other agricultural pursuits. But certain
cssential commodities like, salt, clothes, spices, domestic utensils
and furniture have to be secured from outside sources. The
Mahalis procure all these articles cither from the weekly markets
(Hats), which are held in some larger villages in the neigh-
bourhood. On the market day, thc Mahalis assemble from
far-off villages (within the radius of 2—10 miles) for the pur-
chases of vegetables, rice, and other necessary commodities,
Thus they are habituated to cross a distance of 10 miles for
the marketing purposcs. Silver ornaments arc also available jn
the market and these are purchased by them when necessary.
Sometimes livestock are bought and sold at such markets. The
market is a venue of social intercourse. When a Mahali wapg
to buy anything or dispose of the products of his bamboo-wor
or agricultural products for need of cash. he goes to a nearby
market. For instance, the people of Kotai, Bhadrakali, Bap,.
tala villages generally go to Narayangarh marl.cet at a distance
of about 7 miles for purchase of earthen cooking pots ang rice
or to get their iron cutter or axes or plough-shares, etc. sharpey,.
ed or tempered. They also purchase clothc§, liquor and \jye.
stock. Here the Mahalis come in contact With many outsige,g
for meeting their demands of basketry and also for Purchasing
the required commodities from the shop and the .busu?essmem
In coursec of time a permanent customer-scller relatlonshlp deve.
lops when shopkeepers or businessman alsp extend their .
operation by supplying commodities on credit, as such g Quas;.
friend relationship is established between the sellep and
purchaser.’ )

Attending fair is another exciting pastime of the Mahayjs.
Usually a large variety of enlertainments afe.held there, an
it is not only the business site, but also a meeting plac? for the
villagers. The Mahalis along with other vmt;)]rs. gOS§lp, dring
liquor or country made rice beer and meet their fnef]ds ang
relatives who live in other villages. The .boy S and girlg A
meet here and choose their partners and pick up AQuainta
and friendship. Many cases of CIOP"":.“t ha\]'::. oceurred gy, to
such meetings and even normal marrlagf; a 'a"t‘ies haye een
Settled here by the elders from different V! 13%::' mlrough 80ssipg
and personal chats. Thus the market Sef any PUrpogqg.
other than economic.
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A considerable extent of indebtedness is also found among
the Mahalis. It is higher among the families of ‘below subsist-
.ence level” From the present condition of bamboo-work and
agriculture it is seen that the Mahalis are not able to produce
as much as they consume throughout the year, in terms of
money. There is usually a period of three to four months in
a year, when they are constrained to stop partially their bamboo-
work and engage themselvesin agricultural operations. They are
forced todepend onthe basket-traders and the moncy-lenders for
their subsistence and procurement of Paddy sceds, specially
before the harvest, due to their general poor condition. The
usual rate of interest charged varies from 109, to 50%, which
is generally repaid after the harvest. Thus a bulk of paddy
after the harvest goes away from them to the Mahajans and
money-lenders, by way of repayment of the loans taken by them.
So they have to take loan from them again. Many Mabhalis
try to repay the loans in cash from the earnings from sale of
their bamboo-works. But once a Mahali borrows money from
the money-lender he could scarcely come out of it. Such debts
generally go on mounting with the time and they have to give
?ree-]abour in the fields of the money-lenders in case of failure,
in lieu of repayment in cash, and their wages are adjusted
against the outstanding loans. A type of loan is made within
the kin-group. People borrow in particular from mother's
brother or from their wife’s father or brother. These are loans
made without interest. These matters have been discussed in
much greater detail by Mayer although for different area.”
Qccasionally a tenant gets loan from the land-owner in kind
cither free of interest or at preferential rates. If a man raises
money or gets help in kind either free of interest or at prefer-
ential rates it will be usually because there is more than the purely
economic relationship between the borrower and the lender.*

Coming to the causes of taking loans, the author found that,
most of the families incurred debts to meet expenses for food,
social needs, expenses for construction of huts, expenses for
treatment of diseases, to repay debts, etc. On analysing the
data on the causes of indebtedness it would be seen that the
percentage of running into debt on account of food and social
needs are much higher in comparison to other expenses.
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The income and expenditure patterns based on 200 families
have already been discussed. Out of these 200 families, 102
families belong to the ‘below subsistence level” The causes
of indebtedness and the amounts of loan taken by these 102
families are enumerated below, which will give an average picture
of the Mahali society.

The figures in the table 29 show that nearly 34.319, become
indebted to meet expenses for food, 27.459, for social expenses,
12.749, for disease, 11.76% for conmstruction of huts and only
9.809, for repayment of debts. The people who become
indebted for these causes have naturally borrowed the money
from more richer people, such as, land-owners, basket-traders,.
money-lenders, shop-owners and the local doctors, these being
the local sources. Borrowing of money or paddy from relatives.
is rarely done, because most of the Mahali families belong to-
‘marginal sufficiency level’ of production.

The table 29 gives the details of the causes of debt only
of those families which have deficit budgets. There are also-
some families which do not run on deficit budgets, but borrow
money to bear large cxpenses in some cases, during marriage or-

TABLE 29
Causes of indebtedness in 1966

Cause of indebtedness

Income No. of Social Cons- To To Cause.
group in families *expen- truc- meet  repay not
rupees indebted  scs tion Discase expen- debts repor-.
of huts ses for ted
food
600-700 12 5 - - 7 - -
701-800 15 7 3 2 3 - -
801-900 13 2 I : ; 3 1
901-1000 12 3 2 : 2 - _
1001-1050 14 2 3 2 : 2 5
1051-1100 13 4 }, | X 2 -
1101-1200 12 § 2 ! . I 1
1201-1300 11 ———/”n'“ }?‘m\\
2 3 33
Total 102 28 12 s 3 o0 4
a 1009% 27.45 11.76 1-_- 4 3450 980 399
Percentage 6 L e

iage. funeral. religio st
* Child-birth, name-giving ccremony, Marriags: IOUS Testiva),
ctc.
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funeral ceremonies. But these causes are only occasional and
not a regular feature of the Mahali society.

The amounts of last year’s (1966) loan varicd from Rs. 10/-
te more than Rs. 100/- in individual cases, if calculated in tcrn?s
of money. The range of variations has been divided into sixX
groups, (1) upto Rs. 15/-, (2) Rs. 16/- to Rs. 25/-, (3) Rs. 26/-
%o Rs. 35/-, (4) Rs. 36/- to Rs. 45/-, (5) Rs. 46/- to Rs. 75:-
‘and (6) Rs. 76/- to upwards, as shown in the table 30.

TABLE 30
Amount of loans on family basis. X
Income Upto Rs.16 Rs.26 Rs.36 Rs.46 Rs.76
group in Rs. 15 to to to to and
rupees Rs.25 Rs.35 Rs.45 Rs.75 up- Total
wards
600-700 1 2 7 2 - _ 12
701-800 2 3 5 4 1 - 15
801-900 1 4 6 2 - - 13
901-1000 - - 9 3 - . 12
1001-1050 - - 5 6 3 - 14
1051-1100 - - 7 4 1 1 13
1101-1200 1 2 - _ 7 5 12
1201-1300 - - 3 2 5 1 11
Total 5 11 42 23 17 4 102
Perccntage 490 10.78 41.17 22.55 16.67 3.93 100.00

The figures indicate that the highest amount of loans vary
jrom Rs. 26/- to Rs. 45/-. Nearly 41.179, and 23.559, families
had taken loans between Rs. 26/- and Rs. 35/- and Rs. 36/-
and Rs. 45/- respectively. Only 4.909 families had taken
minimal loans upto Rs. 15/- and 10.789, families taken between
Rs. ]6/|; ant()i R]s6 6275/-. Loans between Rs. 46/- and Rs. 75/-
were taken by 16.679, families ¢ o/ he , A
S han Rs. 76/7._ s and only 3.939, had taken loans

The tab‘le 30 also indicates that the amount of loans varies
in differe[lt income groups. In small income group the amount
of loans is more or less small. This is because the smaller in-
come groups have mostly smaller family size and smaller economic
purden as scen. To bear their expenses, they do not requirc
much beyond their actual income. This is confined within the
jimit of excess expenditure of rupees 10/- to 45/-. In larger
income &roups. the loan taken is higher because of their larger
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family size and greater demand to meet the expenses for which

they Occasionally need excess money of more than Rs. 100/-
or Sso.

VI

Thus it is seen that the components of the Mahali economie
system consist of group of individuals, organised in a family,
These individuals of the family fall into two classes, e.g. pro-
duction unit and consumption unit. The Mabhali p.roduclion unit
is the family members cngaged in productive a‘ctwitics. These
family members in some cases, belong to simple or inter-
mediate families, or to polygynous or cxten(!ed families, whq
co-operate in basketry work, agriculture, hunting, fishing of in
collection of jungle products.’ o

Similarly, consumption unit consists of .mdmduals of the
families, who pool their income for consumption purp(?ses With.
out demanding a greater share or facilities on tl'w basis of pro-
duction considerations. Thus simple, internl-edlgte, Polygynoyg
of joint family are the usual consuming umils In the Mahg,y;
society. )

T};le main categories of output of the Mahalis mgay be

i as follows : )
Speclf:igc;d production or procurement is the qltost 1{11portant
activity in terms of the amount of time Sgentl on it and in regyp,
it yields. It includes bamboo-work, agricu tu(n;e f;)Sli'l iagrlcultural
cperations, rearing of livestock, llufltlﬂg ofi: tuber:g' 8ardep,
cropping and collection of wild growing roots, and leaty
chetlildbalf;ial culture is strictly limited and goes very little beyQnd
the requirement for survival..

Non-utilitarian production an
in their mode of living.

Time is often spent in idleness,.a
of total available productive effort is r€d
Surviva], . :
Primarily total output is distri
ic. family members, who produce t
depend on the producer as non-pr
family» The system of giving Presecas
¢ntertaining them on ceremonial 0¢
features of their economy.

d activity are almost absen,

Ithough a large perce

. nt
uired simply o, 08¢

their

buted to the consuming Wn;
he goods, as wel] as, lit,
oductive members tlo
nts amongst l'elzltives e
jons are also Com"noi
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CHAPTER VI
ECONOMIC PORTRAIT : SUMMARY

I

Bocke! distinguishes between ‘‘economic™ and ‘‘social” needs,
His concept on fundamentals of economic dualism subscribeg
that “social’ nceds are main where economy is largely guided by
Precapitalistic relationships. The Mahali society is guided funda-
mentally by social needs and their economy is largely ruleq by
Precapitalistic relationships. There are a very few Mahalis whq
cngage themselves in capitalistic enterprise as basket-trader.
There is an unbridgeable gap between the Mghah basket-traderg
who are clinged towards capitalistic enterprise and the rural
Mabhalis in gencral. The latter mainly engage themselves ¢,
supply baskets to these traders and also to sell their labour ¢,
the neighbouring landowning Hindu castes.” These rural bagie,.
makers arc stj|] living in a precapitallst.lc economy.  Thus thepe
Occurs no economic development. Only in the concept of Bocke-
“static eXpansion™, the spread of existing pattem§dof. basketry,
trade and economic relationships over an Cver-widening p..
are found. The concept of “static expan§lzﬂ ;::: bet Exlendeq
in the sense of “basketry involution” which m eXtension of

: cet- d the M .
. : . . . pasket-trader an . aha]
social relationships between the _economic. Th, is.

i i and extra . ha
This becomes more cohesive the rel athnship s

. . 1 ;
turned “into patron-client ~ relation fl'Ogvantaae for recip. Of
supplicr-purchaser owing to mutual 2 > “IProcy)

the seller is brighten u
demands.+ Thus dull-market for o retain steady SOurge t(;f

the buyers to keep the scllers oblige duction. Hence

SUPPly even in the lean period of PrOET o o T e e Saleg
and purchascs do not only run on tuer-buyef relatiosup.p ly-
demand dichotomy, it also goes 0" ;ZS becn elabora:l shi
The concept of “static expansion ense of phenom od
Geertz in much more details in the $ inherent e]aboren'on
““agricultural involution”, which enSUl'eFS the landowneatlon
basic social patterns.® As for Mahalli S grow more l:~tenant‘
labour-capital, master-servant relanO"? )rl;cit; of laboyy lgtricate
and complicated, cooperation and l'e;"l psyStcm. “Ome
more complex for living in the overd

Mahali—8(})



114 - MAHALI ECONOMY

: enei tem is a ‘“‘shared poverty” which
The Mahali socief e?snomic progress, Livli)ng amidst the
the endeavour of the Mahalis to carn
livelihood to live hand tO mouth W{t!l their minimum resources
and by steady intensification of t'radmona] bamboq-work and all
pervading progress of crude agricultural process is an“clabo.ra-
tion of the repetitive basic patterns. This is mere treading
water” in Geertz’s terminology. However, the Mahali economy
is not dualistic, though dynamic interactions between the basket
traders and basket makers, between the landowners and labourers,
the agriculturists and the bamboo-workers do not able to push
their society out of the “sustained growth.”

retards efficiency and
Increasing population,

u

The Mahalis are bamboo-worker and cultivators of paddy.
It is probable that their meagre possession and landlessness force
them to cultivate lands either as tenants or agricultural labourers
though each family principally weave baskets for its subsistence.
Paddy is the main crop of cultivation. Hence ownership of land is
taken as a measure of social status which can be earned by wealth.
Whenever a Mahali gets surplus he tries to invest in lands. Yet
because of factors inherent in the physical environment and
partly due to condition set-up by the ascribed and tradition
oriented economic structure, they are principally dependent on
basketry and cultivation is only an avocation.

There are two conditions which force them to be dependent
more on bamboo-work rather than agriculture. Firstly, they own
very small amount of land and unsuitable for their subsistence;
cven the production is not upto their minimum satisfaction; further
agriculture requires not only capital but also ‘“‘concerted labour™
for its development which is absent in their society as they have
been suffering from structural atomism. Secondly, the Mahalis have -
not mastered the agronomical and technological requirements for
the ~cultivation of improved paddy seeds. Nevertheless, the
Mabhalis cultivate lands. Rice is the staple food. It is even the
mainstay of the poor. Rice supply is inadequate cven when a
Mabhali owns lands and it rarely lasts from harvest to harvest.
So the Mz?halis participate in agriculture in all possible ways as
owner-cultivator, share-cropper, contract-cultivator, and agri-
cultural labourers of every kinds. In return they receive some
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amount of paddy which only substantiate their more certain
income from basketry. Paddy fields when owned or taken in
tenancy are cultivated by the joint effort of men and women of
the family. Women try to perform lighter-works. The division
of labour between the sexes dictates to do in principle, the
hardest work by men. Women arc adhered to less strainous
jobs. The men prepare the dikes, plough the fields, level the
grounds, sow the seeds, contrieve the channels to trickle water
in the field and spread manures. The Mahali method of heaping
up the kitchen refuge, cowdung, and other filthy things in a
manure pit adjacent to each hut serves to maintain the fertility
of the soil. Women perform the job of transplanting, weeding,
harvesting, threshing, winnowing, together with men. They care-
fully transplant the young rice-shoots, spurn the shoots, pick the
weeds. It is a back straining work in the scorching sun-heat.
Women in groups are secen to work in the fields of one and
then of another in terms of reciprocity. The most important
operation is harvesting when men, women and chlld{en work
together to complete the operation as early as possible. All
the agricultural works are arduous ; 1o limited range the Mahalis
help one another and cooperate to do'work of one and later
another. This reciprocity not only quickens the progress but
also lightens the strain, working together by singing. The owner
cultivator Hindu castes who emplO)-’ the Mahalis 01: hire them
to render their services for cultivation, also work side by side
with them’. Thus masters-servants. employers'?mp loyees: land.
owners-tenants diligently reap the paddy b¥ sickle posing to-
. - ouided by physical environmentg
wards cooperation being &Y den both b
Vegetables are grown in kitchen ga Y men ang

women, though women raise vegetables mor';hoften than mep,
Several varicties of vegetables are grownr.adiSheseo rznge from
brinjal, ladies finger, cauliflower: cabatgli;rs En’ti;ge ufr ’f"mkln,
lemon, puisak (Basclla rubra), and others. amily takes
care of the kitchen garden.

Fowls, pigs, chickens, ducks and goats are important pr;.

marily for religious sacrifices and seconiz;lr'l}lly ilf:])ro:.atnatetrtainn;.ent
of guest and food. Sacrifice plays ant o deitli)es nd role ip
Mahali life. Tt requires for appeaseme and Bongg,

i in the f L od
or spirits who occasionally Send'd;seases ! orm of epidemje
. When are hurt by the offending

acts of its believer. Ty,
Dains or witches and the G y
greatly feared these Bongas. the

Unnis

Mahali—9
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or sorcerors. The Dains and the sorcerors indulge in antisocial
activities and take delight in nefarious practices. To neutralise
the wrath of the Bongas and the injury of the nefarious-practi-
tioners, the Mahali sooth-sayers or Ojhas prescribe sacrifices of
animals, the amount and type of which depend on the intensity
of the wrath of the Bongas and the efficacy of the Dain and the
sorceror. Hence the animals are in great demand and highly
valued. Besides, livestock is also used as currency. The
diviners and the medicinemen are paid through livestock. Some-
times commodities from the potter, weaver and some articles
of consumers goods are purchased by livestock. In claborate
system of lending, borrowing and sale, the animals are used by
the Mabhalis, and other tribal and non-tribal lower castes, as a
chief negotiable property.

After harvesting and threshing which end in January-
February, the Mahalis again resort to bamboo-work and invest
whole time for the production of basketry. Occasionally young
adult persons in groups go to hunting. The game is scarce in
the alluvial tract and in jungle areas it scarce too, as the forests
of the region are reserved and all kinds of tres-passing are
penalised. As a result they remain satisfied with fowling in and
around the village. Small birds and games of native varieties
such as dove, wild-goose, crane, squirrels, rabits, rats and several
cther varieties are the main kill. The games are distributed
among the participants. There are individualistic ways of catch-
ing games. Nets are spread across the trees to ensnare bats,

Fishes are abundant in the local ponds and streams and in
the flooded paddy fields, during rainy season. Fishes are caught
both individually and collectively. In collective fishing shares are
distributed on the basis of nubmer of participants. Men, women
and children catch fishes in small handnets and traps. Anyone
may g0 to any paddy fields and pick as many as he can. The
wealthy and poor equally catch fishes from the paddy fields. Cat-
ches are mainly for family consumption and are scarcely sold.

The Mahali families are more or less self-contained unit and
manufacture many of their items for their own uses. Though in
village. India occupation ig ascriptive and traditionally ordained,
and high amount. of functiona] specificity is observed, yet certain
amount Of functiong] diffuseness is found among the Mahalis.
They manufacture thej, huts, spears, arrows, bolts, fishing nets,
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traps, bird snares, fit up plough shares, prepare musical instru-
ments, baské"try of domestic use etc.

Barter has a large place in the economic system. Paddy or
rice is paid for labour in the agricultural fields. Baskets are sold
to the villagers in exchange of paddy, rice or commodities and
to the shop owner in exchange of salt, pulses, sugar, wheat e_tc.
Appropriateness of just ‘equivalence’ depends on the two parties
involved in the barter. .

The adjustment of the Mabhalis to tl.le environmental demands
involved in their struggle for subsistence ~can be derived
from certain principles, running through the entire range of social
relationship. The organisation of bamboo-work. and agriculture
or paddy-culture which principally lic on the famll?' labpur reveals
clearly the essential atomistic structure of Mahah society. §tmc-
tural atomism retards interfamilial coqperatlon and ensure§ inter-
familial competition?. Competitioq is the acf of see‘kmg or
endeavouring to gain what another is endeavouring to gain at the
same time.° The cooperating group Is hml.ted to fz%mlly. Occa-
sionally where ‘concerted labour’ 18 reqllll'efj environmentally,
it runs across the family group. Each family WOfltfs hard to
produce baskets for the basket-traders and bask.etry OF domestic
use for the villagers; cach family participates in ?fgl'lcultur.e to
earn paddy as much as possible 'and' thus plzlrslfes 1ts own indi-
vidualistic ends with a view to maintain a Stf’atl ti [neome of money
and to keep steady source of paddy supply 2 Mzhz)jipense of even
impoverishing the neighbours. For .mstance,ba someb nct;'ver spares
2 bamboo for future use lest it 1S talée“ ne’; Jost heo‘ 3;1 else, he
never leaves to bargain much with a ]an] 0"; takos lanc;S‘ eprieved
of it, cven an owner of small Rlots of ta n Individual intz tenancy
when his friend hopefully a}’v’i:!{ts.dfl‘;’;l lft;amily. rest and
misf?I‘r]tJUmza":l‘;z fa:;:r:yo? n;:clngple:\:ation for ind-ividualistic ends is

e 5 ot
manifested in bl;mboo-work, hunting anih?;hlgigs- leitl;;um, indi-
vidual in Mabhali society cooperates W " e Y group:
Family groups on the other hand are Coel:]gs Intcrfgzon'%- them-
selves for maximisation of Proc!ucnve 1ands .thouoh Coml al o
Operation is occurred when necessity den Exce ‘tina f -Ope‘ra'flon
e . 1 yidualistic ends. pting for a limiteq
1s directed towards indivl havioural characteristic of Mahgy;
range of cooperation the Efl:s,e Each family competes ip
€conomic relation is comp ’
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another in processing the basketry and for participation in agri-
culture and the like.

The Mahali economic system is influenced by environmental
as well as cultural factors. Land is limited. Those who possess
land are scarcely enough to yield barest subsistence. Hence they
are forced to borrow from the local landowners, money-lenders,
basket-traders in exhorbitant interest. The rate of interest ValjiCS
from 109 to 50%. The amount of loan goes Oon mounting
every year. Hence most of the families are indebted. Besides,
there are many other causes which bring shortage in their budget.
Apart from small holding and landlessness, crop failure due to
draught affects them and it affects most badly those who cultivate
in contract system (Sanja). Injudicial use of paddy and over

expenses during feast and festivities, illness, marriage ceremony,.
etc. also affect their subsistence.

III

In considering technology of production it may be concluded
that the Mahalis are non-cooperative, For instance, in bamboo-
work they are non-cooperative to the extent that joint effort
required to prepare baskets for the basket traders to minimise
the gap between the demand and the supply, is limited to men
and women of a single family. Most of the families are nuclear
in size with two to three labour units.’°, More extended group
labour may result in greater productivity and may balance the
demand and supply. Bamboo work has three steps: (&) pro-
curing of bamboo and its sizing ang splitting (b) scraping and

wea.ving of the baskets and (¢) disposal of the products. Though
environmentally bamboo. work requires ‘“‘concerted action” for

greater productivity yet structura] atomism dictates them to limit
their cooperation within the family. Ag such interfamilial rela-
tion turns into interfamilial rivalry o, d antagonism’’.  Similarly
the construction of dikes, PlOughing of lands gnd sowing i.e. pre-
paring of lands for paddy cultivation are limited to the men of a
single family. Likewise, transplanting, weeding, harvesting and
threshing are also limited to mep ang‘women 0‘;' a single family.
The carning of paddy by cultivation of ore jand may be possible
through extended group labour. Collective cffort is utilised to
plough or preparc the land ang during harvesting in terms of
reciprocity-. This cooperative ventyre is directed towards indivi--
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dualistic ends in that the outturn is shared only by the members
of the family rather than the members collectively cooperate.
When transplanting, weeding and harvesting are done by men and
women of certain families together these are done with pre-
conceived ideas of reciprocity. The cooperating group do the
-operations in the field of one and later of another.

In some families during harvesting the labour units of an
individual family work together with additional assistance of
hired labourers of the same community or other community as
well. Participation in hunting is considered ‘more as sports than
as a livelihood. Cooperation in hunting is noticed with the
individualistic end. The division of game is made on the basis
of investment and effort. Use of snares and nets are entirely
individualistic, catching of fishes from the paddy fields is done
individually. Vegetable production in kitchen garden is indivi-
Gualistic. The men or women of the family do all the works
by themselves. Women do more than men often with some
assistance from the little girls. Production is consumed within
the family. .

Tools of basketry, agricultural n}lplemegts, lands.are owned
by an individual family. Ownership of .llVC'StO'Ck is alfo on
family basis. Linear extention of the family is mcl.uded in the
ownership. The property is only sharec.l by the family members
and some very near kins of colateral lines. Evc?n the Coopera:
tion, ownership, on the basis of clan m'embershnp are a!)sent,l-
Inferfamilial competition for accurﬂfﬂ_atlons of wea‘lth 18 Pr-o-
nounced. This interfamilial competition produces interfamilial

rivalry. ) famil b
. operty relations family members are
In technological and propé cooperatively settled by

s : e
c ive. erfamilial disputes ar® ili :
tl?: p\(/:i:i:;;e as Iamw;o]e Members of different families cooperate

i Iy,
one another, when it is necessary environmentally, though essen-

tially they are competitive. . -
yM.eu'l?;aoe unitef two families and th(;l S'el;?;:ltf g;.’e ifmct)::nrfpetlfl?n
between t\:o families. The nature - tualisation of m:m‘ﬂla]
competition are toned done by Cor-lceip ally allegiance to r?:eg'e
alliances where the spouses owe pn.nc ptheir status in e e
respective family.’* They “i’ S;gnril;eccrtain cultural traigtr: "3;
hierarchy by process of excld raits .
their ovs?,n aidpby inclusion of some cultural traits of the upper
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caste Hindus of the locality. This effort is collective under the
leadership of some social reformers.’* But Mahali society is pre-
dominantly oriented towards competitiveness. There are two
scts of conflicting behaviour patterns exist in every act : they are
cooperative towards family members and colateral near kins i.c.
non-competitive, but outside the family circle they are competi-
tive ie. non-cooperative excepting when it is not required by
the environment. Hence the cohesive and coherent cooperative

family group is constructed to effectuate more interfamilial com-
petition or non-cooperation.

v

Exchange and transaction of Mahali community always
take place in the market. There are markets both for the
baskets of the traders and villagers, markets for labour, con-
sumers go?ds, services for Capital and investment of funds. A
markc.-:t €xists in the village o locality when there are many
suppliers of 800ds or services gng many persons are seeking that
goods and services., ‘Thyg there exists competition between the
suppliers or sellers ang the Purchasers of goods or buyers. This
competi.tion Of. buyers ang sellers tends to maintain a kind of
equilibnur'n with respect o Prices, quality and other terms of
contracts in the market jp qQuestion. As for Mahali baskets the
sales and purchases are dependent op supply-demand dichotomy
and purchaser-seller relationshipé, The pressure falls on the

sellers when there is apy, dan
t few
number of basket-buyers Supply of baskets and a

or low ine ity of the

basket:traderS. In contragt pressurg u;‘:llll:S?: tlipfu;rs when
there 1S scanty supply of askets or laree number of buyers in
comparison to supply. Thus the price jmd competition among
the buyers and sellers fluctyate in accordance with supply and
i . '
s; :chaSCS are run on thi: buyers ang vice versa, the sale and

. €Xtra economic relationships of sellers
and buyers- This alsy .. " i d
‘puyers’ (basket-traderg and he oy llers' (Mahalis) loss an

\ the villagers)' heavy gain.  Again
price of th,e ba§ketg fluctuates 5 accordance with the consumers’
preferences (betel-leaf dealerg '
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In a situation of perfect competitiveness, no seller (Mahali)
is strong enough in relation to another seller or competitor to
affect the price of basket. There is sufficient competition among
the buyers and sellers so that the settlement of price is not pos-
sible towards the advantage of particular buyers or sellers. This
means equality of power among the buyers and among the sellers.
This equality of power is protected by competition. Again there
are variables which govern market. The strength of the indi-
vidual buyers and sellers, the number of buyers and sellers, the
quality of product in the field of competition and the fluctuation
of demands for the- particular product.

Obviously a basket-trader who is financially strong enough
can force down the price by threatening to produce for himself
or to give large orders to a more cooperative basket-makers.
Similarly a Mahali who belongs to above subsistence level and
draws good amount of subsistence from paddy cultivation can
afford to undersell his competitors. This factor of financial
power is also relative to number of sellers (Mahalis) and buyers
(basket-traders) in the market. For instance a single Mahali
seller has a great advantage OVer basket-traders, whereas one
seller among many can exert little control over price. Again
financial power and number of ) competitors  also  govern
the variability of production. But this factor is not countable jn
case of Mahalis, because the products are m?de on the con-
sumers’ preferences and dexterity of basketry is of little use,
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SOCIAL ORGANIZATION AMONG THE SANTAL
By
Vijay Kochar, M.A, (v.B.), M.A. (LUCK.)

“When Mr, Vijay Kochar went to study the Santal of
Kuapara located just outside the campus of Visva-Bharati
University, he was told by the local obscrvers that the Santal
of that village had changed too fur from the aborigifml pattern
and were no longer frue Santal. .. Guided by the 1mpressions
(that the Santa]l of this village arc fundamentally similar to
Santal elsewhere). . . Kochar addressed himself the fundamental
question ‘Who are then true Santal? When a person ceases to
bc a Santal 7 These arc the querrics Which led him to declve
into the depth of the pattern of social structure. . - What would
impress any careful reader of this monograph is the author’s
clarity of analytical thinking, good judgement and cnergetic
collection of relevant quantitative data...”

Extract from the Forcword by
Dr. Surajit Sinha
Deputy Director

Anthropological Survey of India

FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA—A CENTURY AGO:
Kathiawar (Gujarat), 1800-1855
By
Dr. Kanti Pakrasi, M.sC. (Anth.), p.puiL. (Cal)

A most fascinating history of the origin, cxtent, suppres-
sion, and decline of a conspicuous custom of India, namely,
Female Infanticide, prior to this century has been portrayed
masterly in the book. The book is an attempt to offer not only
a connected account of the gruesome practice of killing of new
born females among the feydatory and chivalrous Rajputs of
Western India but also to scan sociologically the causes and”’
consequences of such deliberate destructions of female babes
only in the country prior 1900. Rare documents and statistics
of the infanticide-loving Jhareju Rajputs of Kathiawar (Gujarat)
of 1800-1855, have for the first time in present India been
brought at the disposal of all who are interested in the variegated
history of numerous social institutions of the land.
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