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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this book is to give you, the reader-and I 
am assuming that your age lies somewhere between fifteen and 
eighteen-a picture of the world in which we live. 

I have ventured to mention your age because your mind is, 
I think, at its springtime, when for a brief period it blossoms 
into flower. Up till now you have been interested only in 
concrete, immediate things, in games and friends and e.....:amin
ations, in bits of matter and how they behave and in the way 
machines work. Presently you will go out into the world, 
marry, take a job or follow a profession and, once again, the 
span of your mental horizon will contract, for now your 
interests will be concentrated upon the problems that the 
world will press so hardly upon you, upon getting a house 
and bringing up your family and making both ends meet. 
But now, for a few short years comes an intellectual breathing 
space, when the interests proper to the child are outgrown 
and the cares of the man are still in the future. For a 
short period a proportion of young men and women of 
about your age whose minds are keen and vigorous feel and 
follow the impulse of disinterested curiosity. By this I mean 
that they want to know about matters that do not concern 
them personally, and which can neither serve their personal 
purposes nor conduce to their personal advantage. 

Here we are, some 2,ooo odd million of us on this planet, the 
earth-and our numbers by the way are growing very fast; 
much too fast for our available sources of food supply-pitch
forked into life without so much as a by your leave. \Ve have 
to make the best job of living that we can; but we have had 
no previous experience of living and no time in which to 
practise, so that being alive is like giving a public performance 
on, let us say, the piano and having to learn the instrument 
as you go along. 

Now, it seems to me that it is when one is about your age 
t:Q.at one first begins to ask the sort of questions with which 

/6/v 



2 AN INTRODUCTION TO CONTEMPORARY KNOWLEDGE 

this book is concerned; questions such as, "What is the physical 
world like" and-since it must be made of something-"of 
what s_ort of materials is it composed?" "What are the point 
and the purpose of being alive?" "What is the origin of life?" 
"How did the human adventure begin?" "What has been its 
past and what is likely to be its future?" One wants, in other 
words, to get some sort of picture-"perspective" is, perhaps, 
the better word--of the whole so that, looking down the 
perspective, one can determine one's own place within it and 
get some idea of one's relation to the whole and to the other 
people and things which go to make up the whole. It is just 
possible that the possession of such information might enable 
one to answer such questions as, what are the things in our 
life which are really valuable, so that it is worth sacrificing 
other things to get them; or, what are the things that matter 
and go on mattering in a sense in which most things matter 
only for a short time or, perhaps, mattered once--peg-tops, 
for instance, or marbles or toy railways-and now matter no 
more! One might, in short, get an idea of what one is "really 
after." To change the metaphor, what one wants, I suggest, 
is to be able to see the wood and not just a multitude of 
individual trees. Now, the attempt to provide just such a 
perspective is traditionally the job of the philosopher and this, 
then, is primarily a book of philosophy .. 

The task was never so difficult or so necessary. It is difficult 
because there was never so much to know; it is necessary 
because there was never a time when men were able or per
mitted to. know so little of it. Let me explain. Two hundred 
years ago it was possible for a man to know in broad outline 
all that there was to know about science and philosophy and 
history and literature and religion. There was not too much 
for one man's mind to take in and in the 18th century such 
men as Hume, the philosopher, Gibbon, the historian, and 
Voltaire, the French all-rounder, knew most of what was 
worth knowing. But to-day there is too much for any one 
mind to take in and, more particularly, there is too much 
science. One mind simply cannot master it all. Now the 
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fact that there is so much to put in, more in fact than you 
ever can put in, and, still more, the fact that there is so much 
that you must leave out, makes it extremely difficult to paint 
the picture and construct the perspective. For all the time 
you have to ask yourself, "Is this that I am putting in really 
as important as that which I have decided to leave out?" 
And who is to say? Thus, to go back to my metaphor, the 
more trees there are, the harder it is to know which to cut 
down so that you can see the wood. 

For three centuries human knowledge has been increasing 
by leaps and bounds; nor is it likely to stop. Think for 
a moment, as I do, of this knowledge of ours as a little 
lighted circle, the known, set in the midst of a vast area of 
surrounding darkness, the unknown. Then, the more you 
enlarge the area of the circle, the more you will increase its 
circumference. In other words, the more you enlarge the 
area of the known, the more you will increase its contact with 
the unknown; the more, in fact, will you realize how much 
there is yet to know. 

This metaphor of the enlarging lighted circle suggests 
something else. Because so much has been found out in each 
separate department of human knowledge, it will take you 
much longer than it would have taken your grandfather, a 
hundred years ago, to learn the things belonging to that 
department. In fact, it will take you so long that you will 
have practically no time in which to learn anything else. 
Suppose, for example, that you are going to be a doctor; the 
number of subjects, anatomy, physiology, endocrinology and 
the rest that you will have to master, the array of facts that 
you will have to get up and remember, the number of examin
ations that you will have to pass and the years that you will 
have to spend in passing them-all these are so formidable 
that you will have very little time to do or to learn anything 
else, to enjoy poetry, for example, or to read history. Now, 
this situation has arisen simply because so much more is known 
about the human body than used to be known. Now what 
is true of medicine is true of the study of law, of economics, 
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of engineering and of architecture, with the consequence that 
by t?e time you are a la~er, an economist, an engineer, an 
architect or a doctor, ~ou w1~ know very little about anything 
except your own special subject. Presently you will begin to 
forget what little you once did know. 

And here I am going back to my metaphor of the circle. 
A form of schoolboys at the age of sixteen is, we will 
imagine, at the centre. Now it is precisely at about this age 
that people begin to specialize; that is to say, they begin to 
study this special subject or that, and each one a different 
special subject, which means that tl1ey all begin to push off 
in different directions like the spokes of a wheel, radiating 
from the centre. The bigger the wheel, the longer the spokes; 
the greater also the distance between the points at which the 
spokes touch the circumference, which means that, the more 
there is to know, the further you will have to travel before 
you get to the end of it and the further you will be from the 
man who followed a different spoke when you do get to the 
end of it-all of which, being applied, means that the doctor 
won't know anything about law or architecture or astronomy 
and that he will not be able to talk to the historian or under
stand what he is about. That is why I said above that the need 
for a perspective was never so great; and yours, if I am right, 
is the age at which a perspective can best be formed. 

What should figure in it? The selection must be determined 
by the sort of questions. to which when one is about sixteen 
or seventeen one specially wants to know the answe~. \Vhat 
sort of universe is this in which we are living? \Vhat arc the 
nature, position and prospects of life in general and of human 
life in particular? How did life originate and how develop? 
Is man only a special kind of animal, or is he a being set 
apart-perhaps specially created in furtherance of a purpose? 
If so, by whom and for what purpose? Is matter all that 
there is and are life and mind merely by-products of or off
shoots ~f. or emanations from matter, as coke, for example, is 
a by-product of coal, or are·thcy unique, that is, fundamentally 
different from matter; if they are unique, they may, perhaps, 
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be independent of matter and our minds, then, independent 
of our bodies? (But if they are independent, how do they 
interact with our bodies and our bodies with them?) 

If we maintain the uniqueness and perhaps the indepen
dence of life and mind, it would seem to follow that the 
physical world, that is to say, the sun, the moon, the stars, 
the earth and the bodies that move about on the earth, is not 
the only world. There may well be another world, a different 
department of the universe, as it were, which is mental and 
spiritual or which at least is known only by minds and spirits. 
If there is such another world who or what inhabits it? 
Beauty, perhaps, and truth and goodness and, perhaps, a God, 
who is the source of all three of them. 

If this were so, it might help to explain the strange hold 
that art and music have over the human mind and the 
curious evidence presented by what is called our moral con
science, curious, since alone of all living creatures man can 
say not only, "I want to do this," but also "I ought to do that," 
and even sometimes go and do "that" in spite of the fact that he 
wants to do something quite different; it would explain, 
above all, the part that religion has played in human history. 

I do not pretend that I know the ailS\vers to these questions; 
nobody knows them or, rather-and this applies more partic
ularly to questions about morals and religion-what one man 
"knows" or thinks he "knows" is contradicted by what is 
"known" by somebody else. These questions, in short, are 
controversial; hence, the most that I can hope to do is to 
indicate some of the ailS\vers that men have actually given to 
them, with a view to putting you in touch not so much with 
what men know-though, in the sphere of science there is 
definite knowledge which can be communicated-as v.ith what 
the best and wisest of them have thought and said. And 
since, whatever else may be true of it, this seems indubitably 
to be a physical universe, let us begin with its physical aspect. 



CHAPTER I 

THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE 

Nebulae and Stars 

~ propose to begin with a brief account of the physical 
uruverse, that is to say, the world of things which are moving 
about in space and growing older in time. The physical 
universe as revealed to our senses consists apparently of space 
and of material things moving about in space. 'Vaiving 
for a moment the question of what is meant by the word 
"material,"1 and assuming the range of the human senses to 
be extended by the telescope, we may say that these things 
are broadly of three main kinds, nebulae, stars and planets. 
The nebulae are the most primitive fonns of matter kno·wn 
to us. They consist of huge spiral masses of white-hot gaseous 
matter which is rotating. This matter is very loosely packed, 
so loosely that, according to Sir James Jeans, each millionth 
part of an ounce of it occupies a volume which is on an 
average as large as that occupied by the Matterhorn. In 
course of time these masses grow cooler, and, as they do so, 
the gaseous matter of which they are composed condenses 
into clusters of relatively denser matter which presently 
become separated from one another. These clusters of rel
atively denser matter are the stars. The clusters appear in 
the first instance on the margins of these central nebular 
masses. In the case of the older nebulae, the star clusters are 
found nearer the centre, until they cover most of the area of 
the original nebula, which thus becomes a vast collection of 
stars. The nebulae, then, consist partly of stars in the making 
and partly of families of already-made stars. 

As to the number of the nebulae, about two million are 
visible through the great roo-inch telescope on Mount \Vilson 

I It is discussed on pp. 12, 13 
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in California. I One, which we call the Milky Way, of which 
our sun forms part, is visible to the naked eye. Most of the 
nebulae which are visible through the Mount Wilson telescope 
are so far away that the light rays which give information of 
their existence take anything up to a million light years to 
reach us. Now light travels at the rate of 186 thousand odd 
miles a second, and a light year is the distance that light 
would travel in a year, that is, about six million million miles. 

The distance of the nebulae from the earth is not fixed. 
On the contrary, the nebulae appear to be receding from us 
so that the distance is constantly growing. What is more, the 
farther away they are, the more rapid their rate of recession 
appears to be. Thus, the nebula Virgo, which is six million 
light years distant, is receding at the rate of 8go kilometres a 
second, while the nebula Leo, which is 104 million light years 
distant, is receding at the rate of zg,6oo kilometres a second. 
The fact that the nebulae are apparently travelling away from 
us has led many physicists to affirm that the universe is 
expanding. 

Other considerations, however, suggest that though it may 
be expanding, the universe is nevertheless limited in extent. 
These considerations arise from the nature of space. The 
accepted view as to the nature of space at the present time is 
that space is curved, that is to say, while nothing prevents us 
from travelling outwards indefinitely into space, if we were to 
travel far enough we should come back to the point from 
which we had started. It is in this sense that space is limited. 
If space is limited, it is possible to estimate its extent. It has 
been estimated that the whole physical universe is about one 
thousand million times as big as the part of it which is visible 
through the Mount Wilson telescope; that is to say, there 
are probably millions of other nebulae which are beyond the 
range of our telescopic vision. 

I A two hundred inch tdescope, twice the size of the one on Mount 
Wilson, bas recently been installed on Mount Palomar, also in California, 
and is in trial operation. In a few years' time it should make considerable 
additions to our knowledge of the nebulae. 
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In spite of the tenuousness of the matter of which the nebulae 
are composed, it is calculated that each nebula contains 
enough matter to make about one thousand million stars. 
Our sun is one such star. It, too, consists of white hot matter 
in a radio-active condition, but cooler· and, therefore, more 
concentrated than the matter of which the nebulae consist. 
The sun disseminates energy in the form of radiation, 1 and is 
estimated to be discharging its mass into space at the rate of 
250 million tons a minute. Every day, therefore, it weighs 
g6o thousand million tons less than the day before. \Vhen it 
was younger and more massive, its rate of radiation, that is to 
say, the rapidity with which it burned up its substance was 
much greater than it is now. This greater rapidity of radiation 
can be calculated; we can also estimate the original size of 
the sun which is thought to have been about thirty-two times 
as great as it now is. On the basis of these various calculations, 
we are able to make an estimate of the age of the sun, since 
it first condensed out of the matter of the nebula which is tl1e 
Milky '\Vay. The estimate is that the sun is between seven 
and eight million million years old.2 

The sun is very large, in fact about a million times as large 
as the earth and three hundred thousand times as massive. 
Nevertheless, the family of stars to which the sun belongs, the 
family which has condensed and is still condensing out of the 
nebula called the lvfill.-y 'Vay, consists of a thousand miiiion 
such suns. Thus the sun may be compared to a grain of 
sand on the sea shore which is the Milky \Vay. 

The Planets 
In spite of the enormous number of the ncbu!ae and stars, 

space is mainly empty and the distance wluch normally 
separates the stars as they voyage through space is many 
millions of miles. Very occasionally, however, one star 

t See pp. 18, 19 for an e.~Janation of this term. 
2 This estimate may be millions of )'ears out; another estimate ~~ed 

on different considerations points to an age of about seven thousand anlhon 
years. 
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approaches close enough to another to e.xert upon it a gravita
tional pull. The effect of this gravitational pull is not unlike 
that of the pull of the moon upon the earth's seas, that is to 
say, it raises a tide. But the tides raised upon the surfaces of 
two approaching stars, A and B, would be of enormous 
dimensions, mountains of white-hot gaseous matter, hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of miles high. As star A passes star B 
and begins to recede, it will pl,l]l some of the B mountains 
after it, so that a stream of matter will stretch out from the 
surface of B in the direction of the receding star A. Under 
the continued influence of A's gravitational pull, this matter 
or some parts of it may drop off from B altogether and 
split into fragments. These separated fragments would rotate 
round B to which they had originally belonged and, cut off 
from their original source of energy and heat in B, would 
gradually begin to cool. It is these fragments that we call 
planets. A planet, then, is a piece of a star, an ex-star as it 
were, separated from the main mass to which it once belonged, 
and gradually cooling. As it cools, a comparatively solid 
crust of non-radio-active matter forms on its surface, while 
the intensely hot gaseous matter of which it was originally 
composed gradually retreats from the surface to the centre. 
Such is one, perhaps the most generally accepted theory, of 
the formation of the planets. 

Some believe that about two thousand million years ago, a 
second star approached our own sun and, as it receded, pulled 
away from the sun's surface an arm of solar material which 
presently split up into fragments which are the planets of the 
solar system. or these the earth is one. 

Calculations based on the size of space in relation to the 
numbers of the stars show that in spite of their enormous 
number and long history which has lasted through millions 
of millions of years, the chance of a planetary system being 
formed as the result of the near approach of two stars is small; 
so small that only one in every hundred thousand stars is 
likely to be surrounded by a planetary system on the model 
of our sun. If we suppose that in the nebula, which is the 
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~~ Way, there are a thousand million stars like our sun, 
1t Wlli follow that there are not· more than ten thousand 
planetary systems in the Milky Way. 

The planets are the only areas of the univers·e in which life 
as we know it can exist. The nebulae and stars are much too 
hot to maintain conditions even remotely suitable for life, the 
temperature at the centre of the sun being reckoned at about 
fifty million degrees Fahrenheit. These temperatures which 
are, of course, fantastically high by our standards induce in 
the matter of which the stars are comP-osed a condition of 
radio-activity,1 that is to say, the atoms of which the sun is 
composed are constant! · vin out ener ener which in 
'ts turn, e ps to maintain the temperature of the sun in spite 
of the constant loss of heat from the sun's surface.. In an 
enVIronment COilSlSUng of highly radio-active matter life, as 
we know it, is also impossible. 

During the larger part of a planet's history the conditions 
prevailing upon it are also unsuitable to life. For several 
millions of years after it has parted company from its parent 
sun a planet will be too hot and too moist for life to be 
possible; for millions of years again, after the sun that warms 
it begins to cool, it ,Viu be too cold and too dry. It is only 
during a comparatively brief slice of the planet's history that 
conditions suitable to life will obtain. 

In order that there may be life, it is necessary that a planet 
should have formed a comparatively solid crust of non-radio
active matter which is the by-product, the burned-out 
clinker and ash of matter which was formerly radio-active. 

A planet, then, on which life is possible must conform to 
the following conditions:-

(i) It must have persisted for a very considera?Ie ~me af~cr 
it parted company with the parent star from whtch It obtmns 
its light and warmth. . 

(ii) This parent star must not be too old to light and warm 1t. 

(iii) The planet must not be too distant from the source of 
its light and warmth. 

r See pp. r8, rg for an account of what radio-acth;t>· me."lru. 
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Such comparatively rare conditions have obtained upon 
our own planet for a relatively short time, perhaps for a 
thousand million years, perhaps for five hundred million. It 
follows that the number of planets on which there may be 
beings even remotely approximating to our own state of 
development is not large. Such beings may exist on Mars, 
possibly on Venus. But we do not .know that they do, and the 
chance that a planet in some other system may be in the same 
physical condition as Venus, Mars or the Earth is, as we have 
seen, relatively small. 

The Universe and Lift 

The conclusion is thrust upon us that the universe in which 
we live does not appear to have been designed for life. Most 
of it is empty space; most of the rest, radio-active nebular 
matter; most of the rest, stars. There is a comparatively 
small number of planets, but it is only upon a relatively small 
number of these that conditions approximating to those which 
we know on the earth obtain. 

Life, then, seems to be an accident, the result of a chain of 
accidents, and the earth upon which life exists may, to use a 
metaphor of Sir James Jeans, be compared to "a millionth 
part of a grain of sand out of all the sea sand in the world." 
From this point of view, then, life seems in relation to the 
matter of the universe to be extremely unimportant. 

However, there are certain considerations which point in a 
different direction. They point, that is to say, in the direction 
of supposing that the physical universe did, in fact, begin at 
a definite point in time, and that it will end at another point 
in time. Now it is difficult to conceive how it can have 
"begun" without a mind to "begin" it. Here, then, is another 
point of view from which life or mind may appear extremely 
important. · 

The Nature of Matter 
In order that some account of these considerations may be 

given, I must first try to answer the question raised in the 

B 
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firs~ paragraph-what is meant by the word "material?", by 
saytng something about the nature of matter. 

Suppose that you were to take a piece of matter and ask 
~e qu~ti~n, what is it made of? The answer, we will suppose, 
lS that It xs made of wood, or of stone, or of iron. And what 
are wood and stone and iron made of? Answer; of little 
molecules of wood, of stone, and of iron, a molecule being the 
least possible unit in which wood, stone or iron can exist; if 
the molecule were to be broken up into its component parts, 
these would no longer be bits of wood, stone or iron. To 
break up a molecule is to reduce it to its component atoms. 
Ninety-two different types of atom are found on the earth's. 
crust. Substances which are composed exclusively of one type 
of atom are called elements. Hence, there are ninety-two 
natural1 elements. Most substances, however, are made up 
of molecules which consist of a number of different elements 
and which are composed, therefore, of atoms of different 
types. What, then, are atoms? 

In the fifth and fourth centuries B.c., the Greek philos
ophers concerned themselves with the questions which we 
have just been asking, and some of them came to the con
clusion that the universe consists of ultimate particles of 
matter, ultimate in the sense that they could not be further 
split up. These they called atoms. They believed that these 
atoms were imperishable, and that they were all of the same 
stuff and of the same size. The atoms moved about and entered 
into different combinations forming different patterns. Thus, 
the difference between one substance and another, between 
iron, say, and wood, was not a difference of stuff bu.t a differ
ence of pattern or arrangement. Both wood and 1ron were 
made of the same stuff, were made, in fact, of atoms; but in 
one of them the atoms would be in a different pattern or form 
of arrangement and would, perhaps, be moving about faster 
or more slowly than in the other. 

Similarly, when one substance appeared to c?ange into 
another, wood, for example, into charcoal or wa.x mto smoke, 

1 Other elen1ents can be manufactured artificial!)'. 
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it was because some atoms had moved away and others had 
taken their place. 

All this, of course, was pure guess work-the Greeks had 
no experimental apparatus with which to check their guesses
but it was inspired guesswork. Indeed, during most of the 
nineteenth century it was held that the ultimate particles of 
matter, the atoms, were almost exactly as the Greeks con
ceived them. 

To-day, however, the picture of the atom is much more 
complicated, so complicated that it can no longer be described 
in ordinary langtiage without falsification. I propose here to 
give the nearest thing to an account of the modern concep
tion of the atom as can be conveyed in ordinary language. 
77ze Contemporary View of the Atom 

The atom is thought to consist of two parts. There is a 
heavy central part called the n:UcieUS, which is charged with 
positive electricity, round which there circulates a number of 
l?,.articles charged with negative electricity called electrons, 
much as planets circulate round the sun. But whereas the 
force that keeps the planets rotating in their orbits round the 
sun and prevents them from flying off at a tangent is gravita
tion, the force that binds the rotating electrons to the nucleus 
and keeps them from flying off at a tangent is the force of 
electrical attraction that holds benveen charges of electricity 
which are of what is called opposite signs, which are, tl1at is 
to say, respectlvcly positive and negative. 
Let us reckon the negative charge carried by. one electron 
as one unit of electricity. Then there are as many positive 
units of electricity residing in the nucleus as there are negative 
ones revolving round it, the result being that the atom in its 
normal state is electrically neutral. 

The charges of positive electricity in the nucleus are carried 
by particles which are called protons; in addition the nucleus 
also contains particles called neutrons. The neutrons differ, 
apparently, from the protons only in one respect, namely, 
that they are not charged with positive electricity. A proton, 
then, is in effect a positively charged neutron. The number 
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of neutrons in an atomic nucleus is usually a little larger than 
the ~umber of protons. Both neutrons and protons arc much 
heaVIer than electrons, the result being that the mass of 
the atom is almost entirely contained in its comparatively 
heavy nucleus. According to the number of charges of 
positive electri~ity in the nucleus and the number of rotating 
electrons, so wxll be the nature ofthe atom or, more precisely, 
of the element to which the atom belongs. Thus, the simplest 
element, hydrogen, consists of a positively charged nucleus, 
which is one proton with one negative electron rotating 
round it. The second element, helium, has a more com
plicated structure; its nucleus consists of two protons charged 
with positive electricity and two neutrons, and it has two 
negative electrons rotating round the nucleus. 

There are ninety-two elements arranged on what is known 
as the atomic scale, each of which is differentiated from the 
others by reason of the complexity of its nucleus and the 
number of its external electrons. The most complicated 
element which is found on the earth's surface in a natural 
state is uranium. This is the highest atom on the atomic 
scale and has a nucleus consisting of ninety-two protons and 
a hundred and forty-six neutrons round which ninety-two 
negative electrons rotate. Other elements which can now be 
artificially manufactured from uranium are neptunium, 
plutonium, americanium and curium. 

One of the most puzzling features of the atom as just 
described is the relation between the charges of e1ectricity and 
the stuff which the charges electrify. So far as the protons 
and the neutrons are concerned, the position is comparatiudy 
intelligible, for the protons, as we have seen, can be not 
inaccurately described as neutrons positively electrified. 
Hence, when the positive charge which transforms the neutron 
into a proton is withdrawn there is still some~ing lcf~, .namely, 
the neutron which was formerly charged With positiVe elec
tricity but is now so charged no longer. This, admittedly, 
does not take us very much further since if we were to proceed 

. th • d'" to ask, "what is the stuff of which e neutron IS compose · , 
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the stuff, that is to say, which can be positively electrified, 
the answer is that we do not know. All that we can say is 
that the neutron has mass in its own right, independently of 
its charge of positive electricity. What it is that has the mass 
we do not know. 

Vvhen, however, we tum to the charges of negative electric
ity which are the electrons and which the electrons are, the 
position is considerably more puzzling, since the charges do 
not appear to be charges in anything. You can see how 
paradoxical this idea is when you consider any familiar illus
tration of the behaviour of electricity as, for e.'\:ample, when 
an electrical current runs down or charges a piece of wire. 
What the conception of the electron seems to require is the 
retention of the electrical current without the wire which it 
would be normally said to charge, since the wire, being itself 
material stuff, will be resolvable into atoms consisting of nuclei 
containing protons and neutrons plus the charges of negative 
electricity which are the negative electrons. To speak of the 
protons as being negatively charged is a contradiction in 
terms. Neutrons, so far as we know, can only be positivel>· 
charged. \Vhen, therefore, we come to the charges of negative 
electricity, there is, so far as we can see, no matter left over 
in the wire which they can be regarded as charging. 

The question whether, if you took away the charge of 
negative electricity which is an electron, anything would be 
left is, indeed, one of the major problems now being considered 
by physicists, and the answer to it is not known. Until the 
answer is found, the negatively charged particles called elec
trons can only be likened to the famous grin on the Cheshire 
Cat, a grin with, it will be remembered, no cat to own it. 

To complete the picture, it must be admitted that the 
answer to the question, "what is electricity?", is also not known. 

In effect, then, there are at the moment two unknowns at 
the basis of matter, first, electricity and, secondly, the stuff of 
which neutrons are composed. To say that they are unknown 
means that they cannot at present be e."Plained in terms of 
some more fundamental thing. A little reflection \\ill show 
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that there must always be one or more such fundamentals 
that is to say, things in terms of which other things ar~ 
explained, but which are not themselves explicable in terms 
of anything. These fundamental things, whatever at any 
given moment in the development of .physics they may be 
taken to be-and they wiii, no doubt, change in the future 
as they have changed in the past, molecules giving way to 
elements, clements to atoms and atoms to electricity-may, 
at any given time be regarded as the ultimate stuff of the 
physical universe, so far as physics has carried its researches 
up to that time. · 

The substances with which we are in daily life acquainted 
usually consist of combinations of elements; thus, water, or 
more precisely, a molecule of water consists of two atoms of 
the element hydrogen and one of the element oxygen. The 
answer which would, therefore, at the present time be given 
to the question, what are the ultimate things into which a 
given piece of matter can be cut up or, more precisely, what 
is the ultimate stuff of matter, is electricity, this being of two 
kinds, positive and negative, plus the components of the atomic 
nuclei, which are of two kinds, neutral units and positively 
charged units. 

Some Figures for Size 
I gave above some figures designed to convey some idea of the 

immensity of space and also of the number and size of the 
stars. The idea is necessarily a poor one, since the human 
mind is incapable of imagining such immensities. To us a 
million million means imaginatively no more than a million. 
Before we proceed to other matters it is, however, relevant to 
point out that the figures relating to smallness arc no less 
striking than those relating to greatness. The diameter of the 
nucleus of the hydrogen atom, which is one proton, is a small 
fraction of a millionth of a millionth of an inch; it takes I 835 
electrons to weigh as much as one proton. 

The £-.cts about the largeness of the universe and the f."tcts 
about the smallness of the atom are imaginatively convered 
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in a famous meditation by the French philosopher1 Pascal1 

upon what he calls the Two lnfinites. In it he pictures man
kind as standing, as it were, upon a bridge poised between two 
infinites, the infinitely large and the infinitely small. On 
one side of him stretch the vast immensities of space and 
time; on the other, the vistas no less vast of littleness. Pascal, 
writing in the I 7th century had not, of course, at his disposal 
the results of modem research into the nature of the atom. 
He takes the smallest of known living things, a mite, dilates 
on the smallness of its limbs and members, and reflects that to 
it the body of a human being would seem a universe infinitely 
large. He then asks us to imagine a creature which is as much 
smaller than the mite as it is smaller than a human being, 
a creature, then, to whom the mite would seem a universe 
infinitely large. And then he conceives a creature as much 
smaller than this creature, the second mite, as it is smaller 
than the first mite, with its still smaller scale universe, and so 
on. Pascal's purpose is to exhibit man as a creature placed 
by God at the meeting place of the two infinites that he may 
realize the extent of his own insignificance and the relative 
unimportance of his human universe placed as it is between 
universes which are infinitely small and infinitely large. 

The End and the Beginning 
Let us return to the analysis of matter or, rather, to the 

bearing of that analysis upon the questions raised above as 
to the origin and end of the physical universe. Can we, 
given our present information, form any conception of how 
the physical universe may have started and of how it \\ill 
end? Here we enter the realm of guesswork, nor will any 
suggested answer have more than a speculati\·e value. 

The following points, however, are clear. It used to be held 
that the atoms never changed; that they were, in fact, eternal. 

This view is now known to be erroneous. Atoms can for, 
example, emit or absorb energy in the form of light waves, 
the former, when an external electron mo\'CS from an outer 
to an inner orbit, the latter, when it moves from an inner orbit 
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to an outer. ~fore important ·is the occurrence of radio
activity. Radio-activity or radiation are comprehensive words 
covering many different forms of energy, but the forms under 
which we ch~efly know radiation are light and heat. Radiation 
consists of various kinds of waves which are emitted by d1e 
nucleus of an atom and is due to activity in the nucleus. This 
emission of waves sometimes occurs as the result of a fundamen
tal instability in a nucleus which is in process of breaking up, 
as it were, on its own initiative. Sometimes it is due to forces 
operating upon the nucleus from without. 

As a consequence of continued radiation, the radio-active 
nucleus breaks down, so that the atom descends to a lower 
rung on the atomic ladder, and becomes an atom of a simpler 
element. So far as the atoms composing the stuff of the earth 
are concerned, radiation is a comparatively rare phcnomenon.l 
The earth, that is to say, consists for the most part of stable 
non-radio-active atoms. Some atoms even on the earth are, 
however, in a state of radio-activity; their nuclei are constantly 
giving out particles, that is to say, they are shooting off 
electrons into space and, as a result, they break down into and 
form atoms of a different element. Thus, a piece of radium, 
which is composed of radio-active atoms, is constantly 
emitting energy. '\Then the emission of energy has continued 
long enough, the radium breaks down into lead, lead being, as it 
were, the residue, the burnt out clinker and ash of what was 
once a radio-active substance. The stuff of which the earth 
is composed consists mainly of the burnt out clinker and ash 
of elements which were once radio-active. 

The sun, on the other l1and, is in a state of intense radio
activity. For millions and millions of years it has from every 
inch of its surface been discharging enough energy to keep a 
fifty horse-power engine constantly in action. Other younger 
and still more radio-active stars may radiate as much as a 
3o,ooo horse-power engine per square inch of their surfaces, 
with a correspondingly greater loss of mass. 

1 TIUrty-thrc:e naturally occurring type! of _r:~dio-active atom b::l\'C: been 
found on the earth•s surf:~ce; these nre all quite r:tre. 
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What is the source of this enormous discharge of energy in 
the form of radiation? There is a number of theories. It is 
agreed that the stars consist very largely of radio-active atoms 
belonging to elements of which no examples are found upon 
the earth. It is further agreed that, exposed as they are to 
the enormous temperatures prevailing in the centres of the 
stars, these atoms are continuously being stripped of their 
external electrons, so that it is only with the nuclei that we 
are concerned. According to the late Sir James Jeans and 
to Sir Arthur Millikan, nuclei subjected to this intense heat 
literally fall into and are annihilated by one another. Every 
time a nucleus is annihilated, energy is set free in the form 
of a flash of radiation. Sir James Jeans calculates that about 
one million radio-active nuclei are annihilated every hour in 
every cubic inch of the sun's mass. The radiation set free by 
this destruction of atoms travels ounvards from the sun's 
surface in the form of light and heat. 

Other physicists hold that both nuclei and electrons are 
actually being built up in the centres of the stars. More 
precisely, the view is that helium nuclei are built up out of 
the nuclei of hydrogen atoms. It takes four hydrogen nuclei 
to make a helium nucleus, and the weight of the resultant 
helium nucleus is less than that of the four hydrogen nuclei. 
The difference between the weight of the helium nucleus and 
the four hydrogen nuclei, that is to say, the weight which is 
lost when the helium nucleus is built up, is thought to be 
responsible for the diffusion of energy which occurs in ra
diation. A consideration which contributes to this conclusion 
is that, as energy has to be e.'\.-pended in pulling the helium 
nucleus apart into its four separate hydrogen nuclei com
ponents, it is thought that there must have been a corres
ponding equivalent release of energy when the four hydrogen 
components came together to build up the helium nucleus. 

If, however, the building up of helium nuclei on these lines 
does in fact occur, the intermediate particles, which are called 
positrons, which are created in the building up process, have 
only a temporary existence, since sooner or later each such 
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posi~r?n ~ill encounter an electron, the result being mutual 
anmhilatx~n and the diffusion in the form of X-rays of the 
energy wh1ch was, so to speak, bottled up in the two encount
ering particles. Helium nuclei are no longer radio-active and 
do not, therefore, diffuse energy. 

These are difficult and technical matters, and I shall not here 
pursue them further. \·Vhat concern us are the conclusions 
which they permit us ~o draw as regards the nature of the phy
sical universe, conclusions as to which there is to-day a fair 
measure of general, though by no means universal, agreement. 

All the physical processes which are observed to be taking 
place in the universe to-day (apart from the processes which, on 
one view, are supposed to take place in the stars, which result in 
the production of particles whose existence is, as we have seen, 
only temporary) are one way processes. They arc, that is to say, 
the processes involved in the transformation of radio-active 
matter into radiation, that is, into energy and burnt out non
radio-active matter. No known example of the contrary process, 

·that is, of the concentration of energy in matter is observed.1 

Two conclusions seem to follow: first, that the energy now 
being diffused in radiation must at some time or other have 
been concentrated in what we call matter; secondly, that 
ultimately, as a result of continued radiation, a condition of 
even energy diffusion will be reached. When it is reached, no 
further physical happenings will take place, and the universe 
will then consist of broken down atoms, no longer radio-active 
and no longer, therefore, capable of diffusing energy, of the 
kind of which our own earth is largely composed plus a 
uniform energy distribution resulting from an even diffusion 
of radiation throughout the whole universe. Let me try to 
put 'the position in the form of an analogy. Let us suppose 
that a blob of ink from a fountain pen is shaken into a tumbler 
of water. At first there will be a comparatively concentrated 
blob of ink surrounded by water; gradually, however, the ink 

1 The building up of helium out of hrdroge? nuclei referred to on th_c 
previous page is not an instance of the crea~1o!l of new maw:r, but u 
merelr a re-arrangement of m:ltlc:r already CXlStmg. 
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will begin to diffuse itself through the water until ultimately 
a condition of complete diffusion-uniform ink-water dis
tribution throughout the glass-has been reached, after which 
no further processes will take place in the glass. Or let us 
suppose that an office contains a number of elaborately done 
up parcels. Somebody comes and cuts the strings, undoes the 
paper, and scatters the contents of the parcels higgledy 
piggledy all over the office. If the scattering goes on long 
enough, there will be a more or less even distribution over the 
floor of the office of the contents which were initially done 
up in the highly concentrated bundles called parcels. Or 
again, let us imagine a situation in which the spring of a 
vast clock is gradually unwinding. Presently it will reach a 
condition of complete relaxation, and thereafter the spring 
will "stay put'' and no further movement will occur. 

But just as the end of the process in a condition of stationary 
equilibrium can be foreseen, _so a beginning to the process 
must be postulated. At some point in time the blob must 
have been shaken into the water, the contents of the parcels 
assembled and the parcels done up, the spring wound up, 
and it is difficult to imagine any of these operations taking 
place without a shaker, a tier up, and a winder. Consider
ations of this kind led Sir James Jeans to conclude, that "every
thing points with ovem•helming force to a definite event, or 
series of events, of creation at some time or times, not infin
itely remote. The universe cannot have originated by chance 
out of its present ingredients, and neither can it have been 
always the same as now." It looks, therefore, as if the physical
universe had a beginning in time. It also looks as if it \\ill 
have an end in time, an end which must be envisaged, not so 
much in terms of annihilation, as in terms of a stationary 
eventlessness. The physical universe may still continue to c.-.:ist 
as an empty theatre on whose stage no players walk and in 
whose stalls and circle no audience sits.1 • 

I Since the above was written, the wireless talks oD{r. Fred Hoyle ha\·e 
introduced the lavman to a conception or the physical unh·erse which 
differs in importaDt respects from the picture here sketched. These talks 
are published in a book called Thz J{aturt of tJ-.e Ur:ir:erst. 



CHAPTER II 

LIFE, ITS ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT 

At so~e point of time, life appeared upon the earth; at 
some pomt very much later, human life; at a point much 
later still, human civilizations. Very approximately-and the 
figures may be millions of years out-the dates may be given 
as follows: appearance of life a thousand million }'Cars auo · . ., ' 
of human life, a million; of human civilizations, giving all 
doubtful early examples of civilization the benefit of the doubt, 
about four thousand. Let us scale these figures down to make 
them manageable. If we reckon the past history of life at a 
hundred years, then the past history of man is about five weeks 
and the past history of human civilization about three-and-a
third hours. On the same reduced time scale, the period during 
which it is estimated that the sun will remain hot enough to 
l,llaintain upon the earth the conditions suitable for life is a 
hundred thousand years or, translating back into terms of real 
time, a thousand thousand million years, that is to say, a 
thousand times as long as the whole past history oflife. Barring 
unforeseen accidents mankind has a long history in front of it. 
To all intents and purposes we are still in our childhood .. 

I How did Lift arise? 
\Ve do not know; about the origin of life we can only 

theorize. The many theories that have been advanced reduce 
themselves to three main types: (a) First, that the occurrence 
of life was due to the continued operation of the s,1me f.1ctors 
and forces as had governed the development of the planet 
prior to the appearance of life. 

These are the factors and forces known to science and 
studied as physics and chemistry, as astronomy ~nd met~r
ology. On this view, the universe consists c..'ltclusn•ely of btts 
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of matter moving about in space, and physics and chemistry 
are the sciences chiefly appropriate to its study. 

Astronomy and meteorology tell us about the conditions 
prevailing upon the plan~t during the vast period which 
elapsed prior to the appearance of life. The earth was once 
much warmer and moister than it is now. It grew drier and 
cooler, the fires receded from its surface, a crust was formed 
and the land was separated from the seas. There was a 
succession of ice ages . . . . 

It is probable that the first beginnings of life appeared on 
the sea shores, more particularly on the strips of sand that, 
covered at high tide, are laid bare at low. On the view that 
we are considering these beginnings were due to the action of 
the sun operating upon what was originally lifeless matter. 
The first forms of vegetable life would seem to have been of the 
seaweed type and of animal life of the amoeba-jellyfish type.1 

The advantage of this theory is that it ascribes the origin of 
life to the action of forces and influences that were already 
known to be in operation prior to its appearance; that is to 
say, no new or additional factor is postulated. Life arises, on 
this view, from the action of natural forces, of sun and rain 
and heat and cold at play upon the raw material of which 
the planet is composed. 

(b) Secondly, there is the view that some force or activity of 
life, originally independent of matter, entered into matter 
when matter, developing in accordance with the laws of its 
own nature, had reached a state suitable for life's reception. 
On this view, life enters into and animates matter much as an 
electric current runs down a copper wire. Continuing the 
metaphor, we can think of different kinds of matter as being 
capable of taking different potentials of life. The distinctive 
feature of this view is that the creative force of life is thought 
of as being different from matter and as making use of matter 
to create living organisms. Thus, there are at least two dif-

r The best account known to me of the nature and development of 
early forms of life is given in Tht Scil'flte of Lift Books III and IV by H. 
G. Wells, Julian Huxley and G. P. Wells. 
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ferent. principles in the universe, life and matter. Living 
or~arnsms, o~rselves, for example, are composed of both, 
bemg expressiOns of the principle or activity of life incarnated 
in the matter of which our bodies are composed. 

(c) Thirdly, we may hold that life was the outcome of a 
special act of creation. Creation means bringing into being 
something new, something, therefore, that was not before. 
In e~ect, then, it means bringing into being something out of 
nothing. Those who hold this view generally combine it with 
the belief that there is a God, conceived as an all-powerful, 
all-knowing person, who not only created life but created also 
the physical universe which is the present home of life. This, 
broadly, is the conception put forward in the first book of the 
Bible, and it is usually held in conjunction with what is called 
the religious view of the universe. This view will be discussed 
in the last chapter of this book. 

II How Did Life Deuelop? 

Or, to put the question in its most familiar form, how docs 
evolution occur? What, that is to say, is the nature and 
method of that process of change and development in living 
creatures which, beginning with the amoeba, has ended in 
ourselves? This is an important question because it includes 
the question, how did there come to be human beings? Again, 
there arc several views. 

(a) The first view, known as the theory of natural selection, 
is connected with the name of Charles Darwin. Before I 
describe this view, I must say a word about what are called 
variations. If all offspring exactly reproduced the features of 
their parents, then, unless there were from time to time sp~ci~l 
creations, which this view denies, the world would, 1t 1S 

obvious, still be populated by the species which first appe:•rcd 
upon it millions of years ago. These arc nO\~ la~gcly <:""~~ct, 
but were for the most part lowly forms of rnannc life, przmztl\:e 
shrimp-like crustaceas, amoebas, sea-worms and so on. It. L'l 

only in so far as some offspring differed or v~ricd from ~ts 
parents that change in or dc\·clopment of the dtffcrcnt speczcs 
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would be possible. According to Darwin, such variations 
did, in fact, occur, apparently by chance. In point of fact 
Darwin averred that he did not know how or why it 
came about that there were variations. Granted, however, 
that a variation did occur, either it would confer an advantage 
in the struggle for existence, either, that is to say, the offspring 
that varied would be stronger or fleeter or more cunning than 
its parents, or it would not. If it did confer such an advantage, 
the offspring that varied would prosper and survive and per
haps choose a mate in whom a similar variation had appeared. 
The parents might then transmit this same variation to their 
offspring in whom a more exaggerated version of it would 
appear. After countless generations, through all of which the 
variation, growing perhaps more marked in each generation, 
had been transmitted from parents to children, it would have 
become sufficiently pronounced to constitute what was, in 
effect, a new species. 

And that, according to Darwin, is very briefly how new 
species, including our own, originated; they originated, that 
is to say, as the result of what was in the first instance an 
accident, the occurrence of a chance variation. 

I ought, perhaps, to add, in order to round off the 
account, that if the variation did not confer an advantage 
in the struggle for existence, if the offspring varied in the 
direction of being weaker or less cunning, it would be elimin
ated in the struggle for existence and no more would be 

. heard ofit. 
(h) Secondly, there is the view, originally put forward by a 

French naturalist, Lamarck, that variations in species are 
produced by the action of the environment. Here, let us 
suppose, are several species of living creatures, e."\.-posed origin
ally to a damp climate, which presently begins to grow drier, 
with the result that jungle tends to give way to desert conditions. 
Either the bodies of these creatures adapt themselves to the 
change from wet to dry, or they do not. If they do, the change 
in structure which results from the adaptation is transmitted to 
the offspring and grows more marked as the generations pass, 

/6/2.---



AN INTRODUCTION TO CONTEMl>ORARY KNOWLEDGE 

until finally what is to all intents and pwposcs a new speci~ 
evolves from the old. If they don't, that is the end of them 

We might put this view figuratively by saying that if th~ 
Sahara gradually became the wettest instead of the driest part 
of the e~rth's surface, you might expect to see camels developing 
the rudrments of umbrellas; if they did not, there would be 
no more camels. 
. The difference between these two vie\vs comes out clearly 
m the controversy which was joined nearly a hundred years 
ago as to ·how and why the giraffe grew his lang neck. 
According to Darwin's view, long-necked giraffes were born 
by chance much as children with freckles are born by chance. 
They enjoyed a natural advantage in the struggle for food
they could nibble at the leaves on higher branches-and, 
therefore, were better placed in the struggle for existence than 
their shorter-necked contemporaries. Thus, the fittest giraffes 
survived but they were the fittest by chance; they had not 
become the fittest through causation or by design. 

According to Lamarck's view, the giraffes, having at a 
certain stage of their history increased in numbers so that 
most of the leaves on the lower branches of the available trees 
were eaten, were under the necessity of growing longer necks 
in order to reach the higher leaves as an alternative to perishing 
of hunger. Theirs, then, is an environment in which the 
available food supply is found at a higher altitude. Those 
who successfully adapted themselves to the changed conditions 
by growing longer necks"survived and transmitted the char
acteristic of long-neckedness to their offspring. Once again 
in the struggle for existence the fittest survived, but they were 
the fittest not by chance but by reason of their succcs: in 
adapting themselves to a changing environment. Both vtews 
have an important feature in common. \Vhen they s?ught to 
explain how changes in and developments ~f ~peocs .h~ve 
occurred how in fact all the different vancucs of ltvmg 

' ' ' d"d things, including ourselves, came to be evolved, they . 1 n?t 
invoke a mind to plan or a creative force to express 1tsel~ m 
them. They set themselves to explain the process of e~·oluuon 



LIFE, ITS ORIGIN .A."'D DE.VELOPMEh"T 

and, therefore, the appearance of human beings without 
introducing mind, purpose, living force or creative interven
tion. They trusted to the same agencies as had operated upon 
the planet before life appeared; to chance, in the case of the first 
theory, and to the influence of the external environment in 
the case of the second. They are, therefore, the natural 
developments of the first view of the origin of life mentioned 
above.1 

(c) If we take the second view of the origin oflife2 mentioned 
above, we shall say that the activity of life which enters into 
matter to create living organisms, being essentially creative, 
continues to develop in and through living organisms and 
produces new species as the result of its development. Let us 
think of living organisms as a kind of instrument that it has 
devised, of a weapon that it has evolved to further the process of 
its own development. It is, we will suppose, an CJ..-perimental 
force working by trial and error and as it grows in practice 
and experience, it produces instruments which are progres
sively more serviceable for the accomplishment of its purpose. 
The variations which from time to time occur in species are 
the machinery of its experimentation. There are many kinds 
of creatures which at different times have populated the earth 
and are now extinct, the dinosaur, the pterodactyl and so on, 
whose skeletons you can see in the museums. These were the 
best in the way of instruments which the creative force of life 
was able to devise at that tii7U, but they were not very efficient 
instruments; their brains were tiny and their bodies unwieldy. 
When it had developed sufficiently to be able to manage 
something better, the force of life scrapped them and pro
duced mammals, among them ourselves. In due course it ·will 
scrap us too, unless we learn to behave better and are less 
quarrelsome and destructive, and will supersede us by some 
creature better fitted to carry out its purpose by raising the 
level of life to a higher plane of knowledge and experience 
than it has reached in us. Unless and until it dou get tired of 
us and can contrive to supersede us, life may be e.xpected 

I See pp. 22, 23 2 See p. 23 

c 



28 AN INTRODUCTION TO CONTEMPORARY KNOWLEDGE 

soo~er or later to produce in us those capacities and qualities 
which are necessary for our further development· for example 
the capacity of living longer, emphasized by Bernard Sha,; 
who w_as ~n exponent o~ this view. Telepa~y, that is to say, 
the mmd s faculty of directly commurucating with another 
mind, a faculty which appears to be on the increase at the 
present time may be another pointer to the next item on the 
programme of life's evolutionary advance. (Or if the world 
goes on getting noisier, life may develop ear flaps for us to 
shut out unwanted noise, as we have evolved eyelids to shut 
out unwanted light.) 

(d) A fourth view of life's manner of development which 
naturally goes with the third view of the origin of life,l is that 
the different species were created very much as we now J...-now 
them, by the mind of an omnipotent person, namely, God. 
Some of the Greek philosophers held that there were unbridge
able gulfs or gaps between the different species, so that it was 
impossible for one species to evolve into another. The notion 
that species with unbridgeable gaps between them were so 
created by God was added by Christianity. This is, in effect, 
the view contained in the first book of the Bible and it is still 
maintained by the Catholic Church. Until a hundred years 
ago it was the view of the great majority of Christian people. 

V\'hat militates against its acceptance in this form to-day is 
the ever-accumulating evidence which shows that in point of 
fact many species have, so far as their ph)'Sical confonnalion is 
concerned, gradually evolved out of other similar species. This 
evidence is known as the record of the rocks. The remains of 
the different species ofliving things which have inha~ited t~c 
earth during different periods of its history arc found m fosssl
ized form embedded in rocks. Geologists can roughly tell us 
how old the rocks are in which the fossils are embedded; 
moreover-and this is the important point-they can tell us 
the chronological order of the various strata, indicating those 
which are older and those which arc of more recent date. In 
these different strata of rocks are embedded the fossils of lhing 

1 See p. ~4 



LIFE, ITS ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT 

creatures. The most recent layer is, of course, on the top and 
as we penetrate down to older layers, we find embedded in 
successive layers animal remains which show small but 
increasing changes from layer to layer. Presently these gradu
ally accumulating changes become so marked that what in a 
later layer is one kind of species merges gradually into what in 
a much earlier layer is perceptibly another, from which the 
later species can be seen through the evidence of intermediate 
forms in the intermediate layers to have developed by trace
able steps. Thus travelling, as it were, upwards we see 
how the horse was evolved from an early creature called 
eo-hippus, the dog and the wolf from a creature which had 
some features which are common to both but others which were 
different from those of either. The fact that species can be 
seen to have developed gradually out of other species makes 
it unlikely that they were all cre;ated by a series of single acts 
as the Bible suggests. It is not, however, incompatible with 
the view that God caused them to evolve from a few primitive 
species which He did so create, using variations1 as the 
machinery by means of which their evolution was effected. 
On this view, God did not create existing species but did 
originate those variations in previous species2 from which new 
species including those which now exist took their rise. 

III How did Man Originate? 
Here, again, the answer is controversial and differs 

according to which of the three views as to the origin of life 
outlined in (I) we accept. Until the work of geologists in the 
nineteenth century had revealed the existence of a number of 
apparently intermediate types between species of animals and 
more particularly between the anthropoid apes and man, man 
had always been regarded as a special creation. But in 
England, in France, in China and in Africa the rocks haYe 

1 See pp. 24, 25 
2 Now usually termed "mutations" in the "germ plasm." See any 

book on genetics for an e.'q)la.nation of these tenns. 
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yielded fragmentary remains which seem to show that man 
in common with other forms of life, has evolved from non~ 
human ancestors. The most generally accepted view to-day 
is . that both man and the great apes arc descended from a 
lemur-like.creature, so thai, from the point ofview of biology 
and regardzng on!Y the human botfy} we may be said to be not so 
much the descendants as the cousins of the apes. 

Nevertheless, there are important differences between man's 
body, more particularly in regard to the usc which he makes 
of it, and the bodies of the animals and the use which is made 
of them. These differences are largely comprised in the notion 

. of man's adaptability to changing circumstances, an adapt
ability which springs from and depends upon his non
specialization. The animals survive and prosper bec.1.use of 
their possession of some special aptitude or skill, lions bcc.1.use 
of their strength, deer and horses because of their fleetness, 
bees and ants because of the complexity of their corporate 
life. Now, in all these respects man is inferior. He is not so 
strong as the lion, so fleet as the deer, or so co-operative as the 
ants and the bees; in fact, considered from the purely phrsiCAl 
v!ew man is a poor specimen. His body is the prey of innu
merable diseases and it is only by covering himself with the 
skins of other animals that he can protect himself from the 
climate. Owing to his upright position his belly is peculiarly 
vulnerable. Wherein} then, does ·his advantage lie? In his 
non-specialization. Look, for c..'Cample, at the human hand. 
Man is the only animal who by virtue of his upright ~ostu~e 
has freed his front limbs from the need for locomotxon m 
order that they may be used for the purposes, whatever they 
may be, which he wishes them to serve. Consequently, he can 
put his hand to an almost infinite variety of different uso;. 
The limbs of the animals are like tools, but many of mans 
limbs are less like tools than like hafts to which may be fitted 
any one of a number of tools. Consider, for c..x~mple, the 
human foot· man can fit his foot with skates or skis or roller 
skates or gu~ boots or snow boots or even stilts and so adapt 
himself to movement over different kinds of surf.1.ce. He CAn 
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adjust his foot to dancing v-.rith one kind of covering and to 
mountain climbing with another. Now, it is this non
specialized character of human limbs which enables men to 
adapt themselves to and survive in different and changing 
conditions. Change its environment by a hair's breadth, and 
an animal is helpless. Think, for example, of the idiotic 
spectacle presented by a bee on a window-pane, the impotence 
of a horse in mountainous country, or the behaviour of a 
moth when confronted with a candle .... 

Man's Mind and Spirit 

So far, in stressing man's non-specialization and adapt
ability I have spoken mainly of his physical differences from 
the animals. 

When, however, we leave the domain of the purely 
physical, we cannot avoid noticing the presence in man of 
certain characteristics which distinguish him from all other 
living creatures. For example, we have foresight, that is to 
say, we can conceive ends and purposes in the future and 
plan present means to achieve them. Thus, alone among 
living creatures men do things which are disagreeable now 
for the sake of things which will be agreeable in the future, 
working, for example, in the fields in summer in order to store 
food for the winter. In general, animals pursue their ends 
directly; they feel impulses and straightway seek to satisfy 
them, while man works for ends which are at one remove 
away, spending time and labour not in doing what he wants 
done, but in making something which will do what he wants 
done, making, first, tools and later machines. 

To many these differences have seemed to betoken the 
existence of a self or personality possessing a mind and, some 
would add, a spirit of a totally different order from that of the 
animals. For evidence of the uniqueness of man's mind they 
point to his power of abstract thought. Thus, as I have noted, 
man can foresee and plan for the future, which means that 
man alone is capable of conceiving what is usually called 
a long-term policy, as when a boy works at his books at 
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night ~nstead ?f g?ing to the cinema, in order that he may 
pass h1s exammations, go to the university and become Prime 
:Minister. By the notion of a man's self or personality those 
who take this view of man have sought to throw into relief the 
.fact that man is or has a continuing consciousness in contrast 
with the animals whose experience appears to consist only of a 
succession of psychological states. Thus, when e.xpcrienccs A, 
B and C happen to a man, he knows not only that they happen 
to him, but also that they succeed one another. He can even 
note the transition from A to B and from B to C. At their 
conclusion he can look back and say, "I have had the e.'Cpe
riences A, B and C." Now this something which notes the 
succession of A, B and C and the transition from one to the 
other, and which looks back on them is a continuing conscious
ness in and to which the experiences A, B and C occur, and 
which linkS them together so that a man can say of A, of B 
and of C that they were all his experiences. In addition, then, 
to our experiences there is a thread, the continuing self or 
personality on which the experiences are strung. But for an 
animal there is only a succession of e.xperiences; indeed, most 
animals just are a succession of e.xperiences like the beads of 
a necklace without any thread to string them together. 
Afan as Free 

This leads to a second point of differentiation. It is only a 
continuing self such as I have postulated which can be 
regarded as being in any sense free. To say that a creature's 
experience is or consists of a succession of c:xperiencc::, a 
sequence of desires, let us say, and a battery of Jmpulscs, rs to 
say that when the creature feels the desire or impulse h;: 
canriot but obey it, simply because at that mom:nt he ~ 
the desire unless of course, in tlte process of so actmg he 15 

' ' . h deflected by a stronger desire. 'Vhen an impuls~ ansc:> e 
must give way to it, unless a stronger impulse mtervcne:s. 
Thus, if a hungry dog sees food, he approa~hes and de"·?urs 
it unless he is deflected by the fear of being krckcd and dnvcn 
off, deflected, that is to say, by a stronger impulse, the irnpube 
of fear. 
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Animals, then, are mere vehicles of impulse and desire, and 
their bodies are automata, spurred into action by whatever 
happens to be the strongest desire at the moment. So too, 
no doubt to a large extent, are men. But men are also some
thing else, or, rather, they have something else, namely power 
of will, in virtue of which they can suppress their desires. 
"This," we say, is what we want to do, but "that" is what it 
is wiser or more prudent to do, prudent, that is to say, 
having regard to our happiness in the long run. Thus a boy 
may say, "'What I want to do most now is to take my girl 
friend to the cinema, but what I obviously ought to do is to 
stay at home and work for my examination." What is more, 
we do on such occasions sometimes stay at home and work; 
in other words, we learn to restrain our desire for what we 
want now, because of our consciousness of something we may 
want even more in the future. In such cases our decisions are 
determined by what we might call long-sighted prudence, and 
foresight or prudence is, as I have said, peculiar to men. 

But still more striking is the opposition between desire and 
duty. I desire to keep the money I have borrowed in order 
to buy a motor-bike, but I know that I ought to give it back 
because I promised to and one must keep one's promises. 
Now it is said that man alone among living creatures i_s 
capable of acting in direct opposition to his desires in the 
interests of what he conceives to be his duty. Indeed, the 
philosopher, Kant, 1724--1804, held that it was precisely in this 
ability, the ability to go against desire that man's freedom 
consisted; he was free, as the animals were not, from absolute 
dictation by impulse and desire. Now the notion of a will 
which is other than desire entails the e.xistence of a continuous 
self or personality to be the owner and e.xerciser of the will. 

Thirdly, the notion of a continuing human personality 
appears to be involved in man's religious sense. Through
out the ages he has tended to make gods and to worship 
them. Usually he has made them in his own image. "If oxen 
were to turn religious and to have a god," said one of the 
early Greek philosophers, "they would think of him as a great 
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ox.". But oxen don't make gods and men do. One of the most 
important things about the religious sense is the intimation it 
conveys to man that there is an order of re.1.lity different from 
that which is known to him by means of his senses, an order 
which is in some sense the originator of the familiar world of 
ev~ryday things which he knows with his senses and which gh:es 
to the familiar world its meaning and its purpose. I say con
veying an ''intimation" and not "showing," because whether 
there is, indeed, such an order, whether religion which suggests 
that there is, is telling the truth, or whether, as many hold, there 
is no such order and religion is a gigantic hoax, arc controversial 
questions about which I shall say something in a later chapter. 

Fourthly, man has a sense of beauty. He makes images in 
paint and stone, and he makes patterns and sequences of 
sound, not necessarily because they will bring him some 
advantage, because they will feed him or clothe him or help 
him to defend his family or to reproduce his species, not, in 
fact, for any of the biological reasons that influence the animals, 
but simply-! don't know how else to put it-for the "fun of 
the thing." And "the fun" has been so great, that art-1 shall 
say something about this, too, in a later chaptcr1-has been 
not only one of man's greatest delights but one of the most 
powerful of the forces by which he has been influenced. Now 
the point that concerns us here is that, if you arc a creature 
composed·wholly of body and only of body, or if you are a 
mere succession of impulses without a continuing, remember
ing consciousness to hold them together, then it would be very 
difficult to c.xplain the c.xistence of morals and religion and 
art and the hold which they have over the species to which 
you belong. So far as we can sec, it is only burna~ beings \~ho 
have or who are continuing conscious pcrsonahtics, havmg 
minds and, as many would maintain, spirits or souls2 a~ well 
as minds, who can be moved by things that do not contnbutc 
biologically to their survival as a species or assist their pcrson:tl 
advancement as individuals. 

1 See Chapter VII, pp. 8r-gg 
::z See Chapter VII, p. 8r 



CHAPTER Ill 

THE PAST OF MAN 

Man's history upon the earth has been for the most part 
unremarkable, savage and obscure. From time to time, 
however, it has risen above its normal level to one of those 
peaks that we call a civilization. I will in the next chapter 
try to indicate what I mean by a civilization.1 

What are the most important stages in human history, and 
which have been man's civilizations? 

So far as the development of his practical skill as craftsman 
and inventor leading to man's mastery over matter are con
cerned, the stages usually regarded as outstanding are the 
invention of fire, enabling man to warm himself in winter 
and to cook his food, and of the wheel which, attached to 
carts and other conveyances, helped him to carry weights and 
move property and goods. Another landmark was the dis
covery of the principle of the arch which taught men how to 
build bridges and to roof their houses with stone. Some have 
emphasized the invention of ships with sails and steering 
apparatus which enabled man to leave the land and take to 
the sea. More important, perhaps, was the discovery of how to 
cultivate the land and to grow crops, a development facilitated 
by the invention of shoes for horses. The earliest human 
communities were nomadic; they lived, that is to say, by 
hunting or by pasturing sheep and cattle. These modes of . 
livelihood involved continually changing their residence as 
their game or flocks moved in search of water or fresh pasture. 
Agriculture enabled men who had hitherto been continuously 
on the move to remain in one place. The alteration in man's 
habits involved in the change from the nomadic life of hunters 
and flock minders to the life of settlers cultivating the soil was 

1 See Chapter IV, pp. 49, 50 
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the beginning of civilization, if only because it was the 
beginning of a settled way of life. Another important advance 
took place when men learnt to use metal to make implements 
instead of chipping stones to a sharp edge. It is hard for 
example, to imagine an effective stone plough .... It is' not, 
howcv:r, with ~an's achievements on the t.cchnological plane 
that this book Is concerned. My purpose IS rather to give a 
bird's eye view of the development of his mind and thourrht 
and to indicate the main steps in the process whereby m~n'; 
outlook upon life has been deepened and broadened, his 
ideas of what is right and good and valuable have been 
refined, his manners have been improved, his community life, 
involving the development of such conceptions as those of 
justice and of law, has been organized, and his civilizations 
have been formed. Four main stages in this development arc, 
I think, of outstanding importance. 

I The Jewish-Christian 
First, come the Jews. Their importance is twofold. First, 

though a small and from the standpoint of power-politics an 
insignificant people, they effected the reduction of many gods 
to a single God. Mankind had hitherto almost without 
exception worshipped a number of gods. These were beings 
palpably created by human beings to serve human purposes. 
Primitive man was oppressed by all manner of forces that he 
could neither understand nor control; forces of fire and flood, 
of earthquake, pestilence and drought. They destrorcd man's 
crops, swept away Ius dwellings and decimated his commu
nities. And they were impersonal; he could not, as it were, 
get at them. And so he invented a host of fictitious semi
human beings, made images of them and called them gods
gods of thunder and of lightning, gods of fertility and of lo\·e, 
gods of fire and of war-to be the controllers of these n:>.tural 
forces and the protectors of the tribe against its enemies. -ry1e 
advantage of these semi-human creatures as cornp:tred w1th 
the impersonal forces of nature was thcir accessibility; you 
could pray to them and bribe them with offerings. 
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Let us suppose that a tribe's cattle are carried away by a 

flood or on a raid by a neighbouring tribe; the accepted view 
was that the tribe had in some way offended its god or gods. 
Accordingly, the tribe sacrificed to, that is to say, it bribed 
the offended gods. Sometimes the sacrifices were living 
people-in exceptional cases, in what we should now call 
great crises, the daughter of the chief of the tribe might be 
sacrificed-and if the sacrifice was acceptable, the floods 
subsided, or the invading tribe retired. Such, briefly, was the 
origin and nature of most of man's religions, as we find 
religion prior to the Jews. Now, it is obvious from a reading of 
the Old Testament that the Jewish religion contained many 
elements which were akin to the primitive, bribery-religions 
I have described. Jehovah, the Jewish god, is a person who 
talks, who sometimes even appears. He is vain, angry and 
jealous. He requires propitiating. by gifts and sacrifices, 
burnt offerings and so on. But from the very beginning he 
is distinguished from other gods by three characteristics. 

First, he was one and not many; secondly, he was for the 
most part invisible; he was not, that is to say, conceived
except on unrepresentative occasions-as a material being 
complete with a body who could be represented by an image. 
Thirdly, and this perhaps is his most important distinguishing 
characteristic, his function was not wholly utilitarian. Jehovah 
is concerned with righteousness; he is a moral God who lays 
down primitive codes of morality which his subjects are bidden 
to obey not because by doing so they will reap some advantage, 
but simply because it is right to do so. 

In the second place, the religion of the J e\vs developed by 
a more or less continuous process of change and enrichment 
into the religion of Christianity. Jesus Christ is a person 
whose coming is foretold in Jewish literature which prepares 
the way for Him and bids us expect Him. He is described 
as "the King of the Jews." Ivforeover, Christ refined and 
elaborated the code of morals which had been laid down by the 
Je\\ish God of the Old Testament. The code of behaYiour 
bequeathed to us by Christ is generally recognized as the best 
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and highest that the world has known-indeed, it is much 
too good and much too high for most of us. Yet the God of 
Christ is recognizably the same God, and the code of morals 
which He laid down is recognizably the same code-albclt 
a more developed version of it-as that which we find in the 
Old Testament. 

Now, whether you do or do not think Jesus Christ was the 
Son of God and that the Christian religion is divinely 
inspired-and your view on this point will depend in part on 
your view about religion in general which we are to discuss 
later-you cannot but agree that Christianity has been 
enormously important in making human history and in the 
establishing of modem ways of thinking, believing and 
behaving, so much so that the history of the world in general 
and of Europe in particular is markedly different from what it 
would have been if Christ had not lived. Most of the things that 
we now believe in regard to morals as, for example, that we 
ought to try to be merciful and unselfish, that we ought to 
return evil not with a contrary evil but with good and ought 
not to harm our neighbours, that we ought to tell the truth, keep 
our tempers, forgive people, and not bear ill-will, and so on-in 
a word, most of our judgments about what is good and bad, 
right and wrong, go back to Christ, so that even if we our
selves don't know where our moral beliefs come from or believe 
in Christ's divinity, we most of us sometimes try, however 
unsuccessfully, to live after the manner which He enjoined, 
just as we can all enjoy a good dinner, even if we don't know 
from what part of the world the food which we are eating 
comes and how it has been cooked. Thejc\'r"S and the early 
Christians arc between them very largely responsible for the 
contents of the Bible which has had a greater effect upon the 
lives of all ofus, even ofthose of us who have not read it, than 
any other single book. 

II Tk Grlfl: 
Secondly, and not less important, are the thought and 

culture of ancient Greece. The ancient Greeks are, from m!Y.it 
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points of view, the most remarkable human beings that have 
ever lived. Let me try to say why by indicating the nature 
and extent of their achievement. First, take space; the part 
of Greece that matters is a very small country, considerably 
smaller in size than England and Wales, while the whole of 
the so-called Greek world, that is to say, the area in which 
Greek ways of thought and life were practised, did not extend 
beyond the coastline of what is now Asiatic Turkey, Sicily 
and the extreme southern parts of Italy. Secondly, consider 
time. Nearly the whole of the Greek achievement was 
accomplished in about two hundred years, from 50o-300 B.c. 
Thirdly, take numbers. The numbers of the Greeks were 
tiny. Much the most important city in ancient Greece was 
Athens; now it has been reckoned that the free (that is to say, 
non-slave) male adult population of the whole of Attica, that 
is to say, the country of which Athens was the capital at the 
time of her greatness was bet\veen 35,000 and 45,000. (This 
is about half the size of modem Oxford. The whole population 
of England and Wales is about forty-t\vo million.) Fourthly, 
take ancestry. This is non-existent; by this I mean that the 
Greeks had no predecessors. They appear, as it were, out of 
the blue; barbarians everywhere before them and barbarians 
everywhere all round them. \'\lhen we take space and time and 
numbers and lack of ancestry together, the Greek world appears 
like a little lighted patch in a great sea of surrounding darkness 
and the Greeks themselves as biological "sports," that is to 
say, as a variation in our species/ on the plane of the mind and 
the spirit. It is just as if in them the mind and spirit of man 
had made an abrupt leap forward. 

The Greeks, then, and this is the important thing to 
remember about them, were doing everything for the first 
time; and their achievement consists not so much in the things 
they did as in the degree of perfection to which, without anr 
previous preparation, they brought these things in all the 
spheres in which they made their mark. 

In philosophy, politics, poetry, drama, history, architecture 
1 See Chapter II, pp. 25, 26 
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and sculpture their level has rarely been reached and never 
exceeded. Consider, for example, the following list. First, 
poetry. The Greeks produced in Homer one of the greatest 
perhaps-with the possible e.xception of Shakespeare-//;; 
p-eatest poet the.world has seen. (Yet it is not quite fhir to 
mclude Homer, smce he comes before the brief period of two 
hundred years which. I have mentioned.) 

Secondly, drama. The great Greek tragic writers, Aes
chylus, Sophocles and Euripides are-once again with the 
exception of Shakespeare-the equals of any of the play
wrights who have succeeded them. So, too, is Aristophancs, 
the great Greek comic dramatist. · 

Thirdly, history. The Greeks may be said to have founded 
history and in Herodotus, · the genial teller of tales and 
recounter of strange habits and customs, and Thucydides, 
who wrote the history of t11e great civil war between Atl1ens 
and Sparta, produced two of its outstanding exponents. 

Fourthly, art. The Greeks produced in Phcidias and 
Praxiteles, sculptors whose work has never been surpassed, and 
the Parthenon, the temple they built on the hill at Athens, still 
stands as one of the wonders of the world. Unfortunately, we 
have very few specimens of classical Greek painting and music. 

Fifthly, politics and law. The Athenians invented trial by 
jury with advocates to plead and citizens to judge. They 
were also t11e authors of democratic government. Theirs, in 
fact, "'Was the most extreme democracy that the world has seen, 
a democracy in which the whole body of adult male citizens 
was entitled to go to the Assembly and vote on matters of 
public policy. It was e.xactJy asifevcry English citizen were a 
member of the House of Commons. Pericles, the head of the 
Athenian democracy during Athens's period of greaUlcss, is 
one of the most famous statesmen in history. 

Dut, sixthly, it was in the field of philosophy, which also 
to all intents and purposes originated in the Greek worl.d, 
that the Greek spirit reached its highest level and made. Jts 
most original contribution to the advanccme~t of the rmnd 
and the ,.,.idening of t11e outlook of mankind. Socrates, 
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Plato and Aristotle are still the greatest names in the list of 
the world's philosophers and Plato's Dialogues rank only below 
the Bible in the list of books that have influenced mankind. 
It was not so much what these men taught-although they 
did suggest certain quite definite ideas as to the origin and 
purpose of the universe, the nature of human excellence and 
the rules which should be followed if human life is to be lived 
at its best-as the subjects which they raised for the first time 

. and discussed with no less originality than profundity that 
constituted a new chapter in the history of mankind. All the 
issues that men have subsequently canvassed, God versus no 
God, Freewill versus Determinism, Idealism, that is to say, 
the view that things exist only in the mind, versus Materialism, 
according to which everything is fundamentally made of 
matter, Democracy versus Aristocracy and ~vionarchy as the 
best or most efficient form of government; whether the best 
life is to be found in the highest total amount of pleasure, as 
the Epicureans asserted, or whether man should seek to con
trol and discipline his desires, so that he might learn to be 
content with the least possible, as the Stoics maintained-all 
these topics were first brought up, discussed and worked up 
into philosophies in ancient Greece. The thought of Greece 
influenced the Romans, who in the sphere of the intellect did 
little more than echo and imitate the Greeks. When the 
Romans conquered the ancient world, they caused the learning 
and culture of Greece to be diffused through Europe. Thus in a 
very real sense, the Greeks formed the mind of European 
mankind precisely because they determined the subjects 
which the educated peoples of Europe have thought it worth 
while to discuss ever since. 

III The Renaissance 
The importance of the Renaissance, which took place in 

Italy roughly between A.D. 1350 and 1550, consisted in a 
liberation of the mind and an enlargement of the outlook 
of man. What the Renaissance freed men's minds from 
was domination by the Catholic church and the Greek 
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philosophers. A ~~bit had E:p"Own up of settling c\·erything by 
refere.ncc .to Christian d~ctnne and Greek philosophy. What 
doctrine, It was asked, d1d the Church teach? \\'hat were the 
views of Plato and Aristotle? Between them the Cat11olic 
Church and the Greek philosophers provided the answer to 
every· question that could legitimatcl)' interest the mind of a 
civilized man, from the origin of man to the position of the 
soul in the body, and from the elixir of life to the size and 
shape of the earth. The Church interpreted the ,.,ill of God 
and Plato and Aristotle had crystallized once and for aU the 
thought of man. 

This attitude was, of course, extremely discouraging to free 
and original thinking-if all the answers were to be found in 
the authorities, that is to say, in the Church and the Greek 
philosophers, why bother?-and led men to suppose that truth 
had been discovered and established for all time manr 
centuries ago. Thus, for most of the periods ";hich we c.."llJ 
respectively the Dark and the Middle Ages, lasting roughlr 
from about A.D. 500 to 1300, the mind of man was com
paratively stagnant. l\'hat the Renaissance did, as I stated 
before, was to free men from their enslavement to the authority 
of the Church and the Greek philosophers. 

Upon what was the interest of the newly awakened mind 
of the Renaissance man directed? Mainly upon the ph]"Sic:ll 
world. The main posith·e achievement we chicflr owe to the 
Renaissance is the invention of science, or rather, of the 
scientific method. For the important thing about science is 
its method. If a scientist wants to find out something, he d'>c.s 
not refer to Plato and Aristotle and sec what they said; still 
less does he go to the Church and ask it to make a pronounce
ment· he goes and Jooks for himself. You want to know hf)W ' . the unh·crsc works? Right, make the appropriate e."(pc:nmcnt 
and you nill find out. All that is nec~ary is to put the ri~ht 
question to nature and nature '\ill !,'1\'C the answer. i ou 
want to know how the human body is constituted? You h:we 
onlr to open it up and look. Now this method involved a 
radical departure from the procedure of the past. I Iitherto, 
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if men wanted the answer to a question about the nature of 
the world, they either relied upon sheer reasoning to give it 
them, as we would do to-day if we were working out a 
problem in arithmetic or mathematics, or else they appealed to 
authority. Thus, men's reasons told them-and there was 
good Greek authority for this-that heavier objects fell faster 
than lighter ones. Galileo dropped weights attached to cords 
from the leaning tower of Pisa and proved by e.xperiment that 
all bodies, whatever their shape or weight, accelerate when 
they fall \\ith an equal velocity (in point of fact, thirty-two feet 
per second). The authority of the Church had laid it down 
that the earth was fixed, that it was the centre of the heavens, 
and that the sun revolved round it. Copernicus and Galileo 
made the appropriate e.~-periments for determining the rela
tions between the earth and the sun, and discovered that the 
sun was relatively fixed and that the earth went round 
it. The Greek philosophers announced that the soul inhabited 
a certain part of the body. The men of the Renaissance cut 
bodies up, and found nothing that related even approximately 
to a soul. 

Generalizing from these e.xamples, we may say that whereas 
hitherto men had pronounced by the light of reason what 
things must be like and how they must behave, the men of 
the Renaissance followed the new method of science and made 
it their business to find out by obsen•ation and e.xperiment 
what they were in fact like and how the}' did behave. 

Nor were their researches of merely theoretical importance. 
By putting the right questions to nature and finding out 
nature's answer, they enabled man to gain power over nature, 
since in finding out how nature did, in fact, behave, the 
scientists made it possible to modify and to control nature's 
behaviour in order to produce the sort of results that men 
desired. Among such results was the important one of saving 
men from dull and drudging work by inventing machines to 
do their work for them. 

The Renaissance was a time of great outpouring of energy 
in every direction. It was e.xactly as if the mind of man had 

'D 
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w?ken up £:om a long sleep. In addition to laying the found· 
anons of SCience, the Renaissance coincided ,.,_-ith the world's 
great age of painting and architecture. The men of the 
Renaissance were. renowned for their versatility; they prided 
themselves on bemg able to do anything; to ride, to shoot 
to~' t? fight, to drink deep!y and to make love, as well~ 
to pamt pictures, make experiments, solve problems and wrest 
its secrets from nature. "Men," said one of them, "can do 
all things, if they will." 

IV The Industrial Rtuolution and Its Con.sequmce.s 
The fourth great advance in man's life, which may be 

comprehensively termed the industrial revolution, derives in 
large part from thaf setting free of man's mind to enquire into 
and presendy to control the workings of nature which began 
at the Renaissance. Continuously since then, that is to say 
for the last four or five hundred years, man has continued to 
explore the workings of nature and to acquire power over the 
physical world. 

About a hundred and fifty years ago this knowledge of the 
workings of nature and the power which it brought in its 
train, which had been slowly incrc.'1Sing ever since the 
Renaissance, sudde~y spurted and began to grow very 
rapidly. Applying the discoveries of the men of science with 
the object of satisfying human needs, men learned to tap the 
hidden forces of the earth and to harness them to serve their 
purposes and, as a result, in a hundred ways impro\·cd the 
condition of our human lot. 

Thus nineteenth century man enormously accelerated his 
speed ofmovement and his output of commodities; he saved 
himself from doing dull and drudging work; he e.~ tended the 
span of human life and rclic .. ·cd the p~in of human i!Jnes.;; 
he lighted and paved his streets and lighted and warmed .ht.5 
houses· he constructed a s:mitary system and a h~p1t:tl 
system: Indeed, applied science has so chang~ and improved 
human life that an era of plenty and prospenty such 3j man 
has never known seems at times to open up before him. 
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What have been the main steps in this process? First, the 
use of coal to make steam to pull trains, to melt iron and to 
manufacture steel and to make gas to light and warm people's 
houses. The nineteenth century was pre-eminently the age of 
coal and iron and steel and gas. 

Secondly, the discovery of electricity and its use as a force, 
first to augment and then largely to replace coal and gas, 
providing cheaper power to drive machines, better and 
cheaper light for people's houses, quicker and cheaper trans
port to move their goods and their bodies. 

Thirdly, the invention of the internal combustion engine 
which has done more to change the surface of the earth and 
the habits of the men and women who live on it than any 
other single discovery. Fourthly, the discovery of how to 
make machines which, heavier than air, would yet remain in 
the air, the discovery, in other words, of how to fly. 

A1; the result of these advances and e..,.tensions of human 
power, men can now travel in cars everywhere over the surface 
of the earth; they can fly in the air like birds, and in sub
marines dive below the surface of the sea like fishes. 

The discovery of how to release the forces locked up in the 
atom opens up for mankind the possibility of a still greater 
advance. I said something in the first chapter of the structure 
of the atom which may roughly be represented as a nucleus 
consisting of charges of positive electricity surrounded by a 
number of external electrons which rotate round the nucleus. 
It has long been known that if it were possible to split the 
nucleus, power derived from radio-active energy would be 
artificially set free which could, by the contrivance of suitable 
technical devices, be harnessed to the fulfilment of man's 
purposes. \'\1ithin the last ten years "the splitting of the 
atom," as it is called, has been achie\•ed, and men have set 
about the task of harnessing the resultant radio-active energy. 
It is unfortunate that the main purpose to which this discovery 
has so far been put is that of the destruction of other human 
beings and their cities. (Two atomic bombs dropped on the 
Japanese cities of Nagasaki and Hiroshima at the close of the 
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last war caused over three hundred thousand casualties, and 
were a major factor in inducing the Japanese to sue for peace.) 
It is, .however, already clear that, harnessed to peaceful ends, 
atormc energy could lead to an increase of beneficial human 
power, power for construction, power for production and 
power for transport, no less great than that which succeeded 
the use of coal and subsequently of electricity to transform 
human life during the nineteenth century. It is, indeed, 
reasonably certain that if, as present indications suggest, 
atomic energy is successfully used on a large scale for indus
trial purposes, our present powers will be as much e.xceeded 
as the new-won powers of the industrial revolution exceeded 
those of the pre-machine age. 

V Summary and Prospect 

As the result of the long series of discoveries to which I 
have so briefly referred, man's life has been altered more 
radically and more rapidly during the last one hundred and 
fifty years than during the whole of the preceding two thou
sand years. In what ways docs this alteration chiefly show 
itself? In the first place, most of the external enemies to which 
our species in th~ past has been exposed arc either overcome 
or are in a fair way to being overcome. Look back over man's 
life in the past and you cannot but realize what a sordid, 
meagre, frightened affair it must have been. His crops and, 
therefore, his livelihood, lmve been at the mercy of forces 
which he could neither understand nor control, forces of fire 
and flood, of earthquake and drought; his communities were 
swept by pestilence and famine and with the sweat of his brow 
he wrung a meagre sustenance from nature. To-day, thanb 
to science, all these enemies to man's well-being have either 
disappeared or have been reduced to comparative impotence. 
Machines have taken over a large part of man's dull and 
arduous work, and have so increased his output of commod
ities that a future of unprecedented leisure and pro~peritr 
opens up before him. ~fedic:1l science ha.s tracked down the 
causes of many diseases and ha.s learned how to make men'!l 
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bodies immune from them. One enemy to man's happiness 
and one only remains, and that is the enemy within, which 
is man's comparatively unchanged nature. To this I will 
return in the next chapter. 

In the second place, the effect of rapid transport-of the 
train, the steamship, the car, above all the aeroplane, has 
been so markedly to reduce distance that the world shrinks 
like a shrivelled walnut, with the result that all the nations of 
the world have, as it were, closed in. The world to-day is to 
all intents and purposes a single whole, a world, then, in 
which what happens anywhere affects people evcryw·here. 
Such a world requires a single world government. As to the 
possibility of this, I shall also have something to say in the 
next chapter. 

Meanwhile, there are one or two questions which the 
development I have just sketched suggests. 

First, there is the question how it has come about; secondly, 
there are the questions how long it will continue and how it 
will end. 

What is the Cause of Social and Industrial Development? 
There is one answer to this question which is very popular 

at the present time, an answer which is universally given in 
all the countries under Russian influence, the answer of the 
German philosopher, Karl Mane, who lived in the nineteenth 
century. It is to the effect that changes in man's history, 
changes in his .communities, changes in his ideas of right and 
wrong and of politics, changes in his conceptions of Jaw and 
justice, changes in the things he holds to be good and true 
and valuable, in a word, all those changes that make up what 
we call the progress and development of our species, are 
fundamentally due to the way in which be satisfies his basic 
human needs. These needs, the needs for food and warmth 
and shelter, can be satisfied by hunting, by agriculture, br 
the employment of slaves, by the work of free and independent 
craftsmen, by merchants trading across the seas, or through 
the mass production of commodities by men operating 
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machines in factories. According to which of these methods 
is adopted, so, on :Marx's view, \\ill be the resultant kind of 
society. Hence, the motive force behind the development 
which I have briefly sketched in this chapter, is, on this view, 
generated by the different methods which at different times 
men have adopted to satisfy their fundamental wants. 

This answer may at first sight seem une."Cpected, but it can 
be worked out in great detail to apply not only to great 
political events like the French and the Russian revolutions, 
but to changes and developments which happen in com
paratively peaceful times, as, for c.xample, when a system 
under which small peasant proprietors worked small, unen
closed strips ofland was succeeded by a society of big landlords 
owning large, enclosed estates upon which work was done by 
agricultural labourers who 0\.,'1led no land.1 

The Marxist account also explains how and why men make 
the discoveries and inventions which have changed their lives 
just when they do. In fact, the more you study it, the more 
convincing this answer can be made to seem. 

It is not, however, the answer of most people in this country 
and it is not my answer. The reasons why it is not depend 
upon matters which will be discussed in Chapters V and VI. 
Meanwhile let me turn to my second two questions. Will the 
process of development continue and how \•.ill it end? The 
answer to these questions demands a chapter to itself. 

1 A change which occurred in England in the late seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE FUTURE OF MAN 

What is a Civilization? 
Many people have held that the development whereby man 

has risen from barbarism to civilization is cyclical; they have 
thought, that is to say, that it recurs in cycles, like the phases 
of the moon. 

But, first, what is a civilization? All men have certain 
physical needs, needs for warmth, food, se." and shelter; 
these needs man shares with the animals. Savages spend 
most, if not all, their time in the endeavour to satisfy them. 
A civilization, then, cannot be a condition of affairs in which 
human beings merely satisfy ever more easily and elaborately 
their fundamental physical needs and do not/zing else; it must 
be a condition in which they satisfy their needs so easily and 
feel themselves so secure from danger that they have the time 
and energy to attend to other things and, in particular, to 
the developments and demands of the mind and the spirit.l 

Those who seek to live the life of the mind and the spirit 
do some things not because the doing of them will be to their 
advantage in a biological sense, not, that is to say, because it 
will help them to survive, or because .it \\·ill advance them in 
a material or social sense, by making them richer or more 
powerful or more famous, but simply for the pleasure or 
interest that they take in doing them or because they think 
it is right to do them. 

In a civilization, then, some men are released from the 
pressure of purelr biological ends and also from tltc domin
ation of immediate cares and personal ambitions, and being 
so released use tlteir energies to build beautiful houses, make 

1 See Ch. VII, pp. 81, 82 for some accouniS of the sense in whic.~ thee 
1\'0rds are u!ed. 
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beautiful pictures or music, think elevated or profound 
thoughts, try to do what is right because they conceive .it ro 
be their duty, seek in science and philosophy to explore and 
understand this puzzling universe in which our lives arc set, 
and endeavour, if their minds arc turned towards religion, 
to know God better, to love Him and to worship Him. 
In order, then, that there may be a civilization, it is not 
enough that men should be rich and powerful and leisured 
and should be able to satisfy their material wants easily and 
abundantly-for this, after all, is only what a glorified sa\·age 
would do given the advantages of leisure and abundance; 
nor is it enough that men should be able to mo\·e rapidly 
about the surface of the earth or should be desirous of 
hitting and skilled in hitting little round bits of matter 
(balls) with long thin ones in the shape of bats, mallets, rac
quets, cues, clubs or sticks; they must also de\·otc at least 
some part of their energies to Jiving the life of the mind and 
of the spirit by pursuing those things which arc good, true 
and beautiful; further, they must not only pursue them in 
their own lives but seck to increase the knon·lcdgc of and desire 
for them in others. Putting this shortly, we may say that a 
civilized community is one in which men pursue what arc 
called values. I 

If this is the correct definition of a civilization, we must 
admit that there have been very few civi1i7.ations .since mon 
people when they have achieved a sufficient command O\'er 

material things to enable tl1em to satisfr their material wants 
easily and abundantly and to become, therefore, rich, leisured 
and po·wcrful, have been content to go on increasing the 
amount of their riches, the extent of their leisure or the degree 
of their power over other men. In other words, they have 
used the leisure and the energy ,.,.·hich their freedom from 
material needs has made a\·ailable to pursue what Me 

fundamcntallr the same J:ind of goals as appeal to s:wag~, 
namelr, the gratification of their senses, freedom from tot! 

r See Ch. VI I, pp. 8::, 83 for :ut account of rhe !-:tl~~ in which the .,.-c..nJ 
"\·:dues" i:s u~ed. 
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and the ability to order other men about. Broadly speaking, 
men in Europe have achieved civilizations in the sense defined 
only in ancient Greece, soo-soo B.C., in Renaissance Italy, 
A.D. rsso-rsso, and in r8th century France and England. 
But even in these communities only a comparatively few 
people have been civilized in the sense defined. 

The C)'clical Theory 

Now what the cyclical theory of civilization points out is 
that several times in the past history of mankind civilizations of 
some kind have emerged-not perhaps civilizations in the 
strict sense defined above, but communities of whose members 
a certain number possessed power, ease and wealth which 
they devoted to satisfying their desires and enjoying a leisure 
which they filled "ith ever more complicated and luxurious 
amusements-but that these civilizations have never lasted. 
Sooner or later they have either fallen to pieces by themselves 
or have been overrun and destroyed by more vigorous and 
simpler peoples. It goes on to imply that it is not just an 
accident that this should have happened so often, but that there 
is something necessary about its happening; that it happens, in 
fact, in pursuance of some kind of rhythm or in obedience to 
some kind of law. 

The theory bids us look back over man's past. Again and 
again, it says, you will see great civilizations arising, in 
Assyria, Babylon and Ancient Egypt, in Greece and Rome 
and Renaissance Italy and r8th century France, only to fall 
away and finally to disappear. Perhaps, then, its supporters 
have urged, the lives of peoples and communities may be like 
those of individuals in that, just as individuals go through 
certain well-defined phases of growth and decay, are born 
into the world, are first children and then adolescents, grow 
to maturity, become middle aged and then pass through old 
age to decay and death, so, too, is it \\ith the communities 
that human beings compose; they, too, pass through a 
number of well-defined familiar phases which follow one 
another as inevitably as the phases in the life of man. Noticing 

1 /61~ 



52 AN Ir-."TRODUCTION TO CO:-.'TE~IPORARY KNOWLEDGE 

tha~ ~ the past hu~an beings have again and again raised 
therr lzves to a certam level of prosperity comfort and even 
civilization, they have argued that there ~ something which 
prevents them from maintaining their lives at that lr:d for 
more than a certain period. \Vhen the period comes to an end, 
the level ~alls ?ac~ and the whole process begins aU over again. 

Now, IS thiS, m fact, true? The ailS\ver is controversial. 
For my part, I do not think that it is and for two reasons· • first, I think that the coming of Christianity into the world 
was an entirely new factor in the world's history, so that 
everything that has happened since Christ happens differently 
from everything that went before. The notion that history 
goes on reproducing itself indefinitely cannot, therefore, if I 
am right, be accepted. But this ailS\ver has nothing to do 
vvith history but depends rather upon what is called the 
religious view of the universe which will be considered in the 
last chapter.1 

My second reason is that the achievement by modern man 
of power over nature, which is the fourth great stage of human 
development and advance described in the last chapter, means 
that the destruction of our present civilization, if it were to 
occur, would be so much more complete and devastating than 
any previous destruction that it is quite possible that m;-Jnkind 
might never survive it, so that this civilization of ours--<lr it 
may be, its successor-may well be the last human civilizat~on. 
How Our Civilization Afiglzt Dtslro;• llJrlf 

There arc three ways in which the powers that science h~ 
won for mankind might bring·about this result. 

Firs~ there is the new danger from war. I say "new" 
because whereas previously war was an activity i? which me.n 
could indulge without the complete dcstrucuon of thctr 
communities, the powers that science has given us, not:1.~1ly 
those arising from the splitting of the atom and the .setting 
free of the incalculable forces of atomic energy, :md rhe 
potentialities of what is known as biological warfare-the 
dropping of bombs filled with bacccria which would spread 

1 See Ch. VIII. 
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disease, poison the soil and the crops, make women sterile and 
so on-have so increased man's destructiveness that another 
war might well lay waste the countries involved in it beyond 
power of recovery. Here, for example, is a forecast by 
Bertrand Russell of the possible results of atomic war given in 
a radio lecture in the winter of 1948:-

"If atom bombs are used in large numbers-as is to be 
o:pected if great wars continue-it is thought by some nuclear 
physicists whose opinion commands respect that they are 
likely to generate radio-active clouds, which will drift with 
the ·wind, and destroy every form of life as they pass, leaving 
our planet, at the end of a few years, completely destitute of 
both animals and plants." 

But the possibilities of biological warfare, as it is called, 
may turn out to be even more destructive than those of 
atomic warfare. A body called the World Health Organiza
tion has been set up by the United Nations Organization. 
It is concerned, as its name suggests, with the health and 
diseases of mankind. Its director, Dr. Chisholm, who, 
presumably, is in a position to know as much of such matters 
as anybody else-perhaps more than anybody else-told us 
in the autumn of I 949 of " a substance which can be spread 
extensively," and which will kill within six hours, if it gets into 
food, is breathed in or gets into the eyes. Within twelve hours 
it will have disappeared without trace. "Thus," he added "an 
enemy could wipe out a whole community and the ground 
would be safe to occupy next day." His conclusion was, 
"that any country which has expert bacteriologists and a few 
fanatical distributors is as powerful militarily as any other 
country in the world." He went on to point out that in the 
face of such a threat, the assets traditionall}' supposed to make 
a country strong in war, heavy industries and large armies, 
navies and air forces, would be valueless. Even those who 
possessed and were in a position to make use of atomic energy 
would, he suggested, be comparativelr helpless if attacked by 
an enemy who had the resources of bacteriological warfare at 
his disposal. 
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And the inference? That men to-day have to meet a threat 
of destruction and extinction of a kind that the human r.o.cc 
?~, n~ver .had to face before. As Dr. Chisholm himself put 
1t, Bwlog:tcal warfare has changed the conditions of survi\·al. 
Never before has the human race found itself in this position. 
It can only be compared with the situation of primeval 
animals before the Ice Age." 

Now, men have never succeeded in keeping free from war 
in the past nor, indeed, are they likely to do so in the future 
so long as they are organized in separate national states each 
ofwhich is in control of its own army, navy and air force and 
each of which is, therefore, able to plunge the world into war, 
whenever the government or the dictator who happens to 
have got control of the government believes, however wrongly, 
that he can obtain an advantage for himself or his country by 
so doing. Only some form of world government which con· 
trois all the world's armed forces and against which, therefore, 
no single nation or group of nations could wage war, since 
they would not have the wherewithal to do so, can finallr save 
the world from war. 

Secondly, there is the fact that since science, by accelerating 
man's speed of movement, has to all intents ard purposes 
succeeded in abolishing distance, the world to-day is geograph
ically speaking a single whole. Our civilization, then, is or is 
likely soon to become world-wide. Hence, any war which 
broke out an)"vhere is liable, as never before, to spread over 
the whole world and, therefore, to destroy the rdlo!t of civiliza
tion and not merely some p::trt of it, the part affcc[cd by the 
war, as has been the case in the past. That is whr I said in 
the last chapter that the new powers conferred upon m:m by 
science increasingly demand a world government, if they arc 
not to result in man's destruction. 

Thirdly there is the f.'lctor of population. ~fore th:l.n a 
hundred ~~cars ago the economist, 1\Ialthus, pointed out th:!t 
human beings tend to increase more r.1pidlr th~m the rnearu 
of sustaining them, that is to say, than the food supply .. Hence, 
if the world's population continued to grow, m:mbml, ~~~ 
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averred, would starve. In the past, war, pestilence and famine 
have kept the population of the world in check; but given 
peace and the continued development of medical science, 
these checks would he realized, be removed and the human 
population of the world would grow too large for its food 
resources. For various reasons into which we need not here 
enter, Malthus's prophecy did not in the nineteenth century 
come true, but now, some 120 years later, it begins to show 
signs of doing so. 

Here are a few facts which show what the problem is. 
During most of recorded history, the human population of the 
world has stood at 400 million. At the beginning of this 
century it had reached 2000 million. It is now 2300 million 
and is increasing at the rate of nearly twenty million a year. 
Thus, there are fifty-six thousand more people alive in the 
world every morning than there were on the preceding 
morning; every minute forty more mouths have to be fed 
than was the case in the preceding Ininute. By the end of the 
century the world's population will have reached 3000 

.million, that is to say, human beings will be very much more 
numerous than they have ever been before. 

For this great growth of population science is largely 
responsible. Hitherto, over most parts of the world, and 
particularly in India and China, a large proportion of the 
babies that have been born have died during the first year of 
life. As the result of the improvements in medicine and 
hygiene brought about by science, most babies now live. 
Science, again, has enormously dixninished the mortality 
among mothers which in such countries as India has always 
been very great. In the past the close-packed communities 
of Asia have been swept again and again by plagues such as 
cholera which science has done much to eliminate. 

Partly because of the reduction in infant and maternal 
mortality, partly because of the growth of hygiene and the 
diminution of plagues, the population of India alone has 
increased by thirty-five million persons since the beginning of 
the last war. Yet in India, thirty-five persons in every 
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thousand still die every year compared with between cle\'Cn and 
twelve i~ England. '\Then the death rate in India drops to 
the English level, the population will grow very much more 
quickly still, unless the birth rate can be drastically reduced. 

While facilitating this growth of population, science has at 
the same time enabled human beings to plunder the natural 
resources of the earth so ruthlessly that the area available for 
food growing rapidly diminishes. This is partir owing to our 
rapacious methods of farming which tend to exhaust the soil, 
and to the wholesale cutting down of trees. As a result, the 
fertile topsoil from which plants and vegetables grow is blown 
away by the \'rinds or washed away by the rain-the process 
is called "soil-erosion"-the effect of which is to produce the 
so-called dust bowls of America. In the United St:ltes, out of 
460 million acres of good arable land, some 330 million are 
estimated to have suffered from some soil erosion and in 
Australia about half the wheat-growing lands. 

The reduction ofland available for food growing is also due 
to the growth of industry and to man's habit of living in 
towns. Tlms, in America 700 thousand acres arc withdrawn 
every year from food production by roads, factories, cities, 
suburbs and aerodromes; in our mvn country the fif,"l.Jre is 
about fifty-six thousand. 
The Potential Bentfits from Scienu 

There is, of course, another side to all this. Science, whi~h 
increases the number of mouths to feed and whose maul 
effect hitherto has been to diminish the area of food-growing 
land could have and, in some cases, docs have the oppo-.;ite 
cffcc~. By the usc of birth-control it enables people to limit 
the number of their children. Thus in England the prcscnt1 

birtl1 rate is about seventeen babies per thousand pr:r-:-rms, 
which is just over half what it was in the Victorian ~gc: !l.irth 
control is at present practised only by what we call ctvJincd 
societies,· and more particularlr by the best educat;d :md th.e 
wealthiest members of those societies; but ulum:ttdy, tf 
our civilization continues, it may be c.v.pcctcd to sprc:~d to 

r ~~wr-:.1) 
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all communities and to all members of those communities. 

Moreover, scientific knowledge could be used enormously to 
increase the world's food supplies. This could be done in two 
ways; first, by increasing the food-growing areas. Thus, to 
take a particular example, by the use of bull-dozers to scrape 
out water boles large areas of Africa and Australia now 
uncultivatable because of lack of water could be brought into 
cultivation. Again, by destroying the tsetse fly medical science 
could make vast areas of Central and Eastern Africa available 
for cattle grazing. In general, it is estimated that whereas 
some I 1 ,ooo million acres of the earth's surface are from the 
point of view of climate suitable for crop growing, it is only on 
some 3-4000 Inillion acres that crops are actually being grown. 

Secondly, it is possible gradually to increase the amount 
of food which those areas already in cultivation do in fact 
produce. For example, in Britain the yield of wheat used to 
be from 8 to 10 cwt. an acre; it now averages about 20 C\\--t. 

an acre, and the best farmers can get up to 40 cwt. The use 
of fertilizers in India and China, together with the breeding 
of new types of rice plant, would give an enormously greater 
output of rice, the staple food of the majority of Asiatics, and 
so on. But all these increases and improvements presuppose 
that science will be used, as it ought to be, for the benefit of 
mankind, to make human beings happier and more pros
perous, and not wastefully or perniciously to destroy natural 
resources. It cannot be said that the ways in which science has 
in fact been used over the last hundred years gives ground 
for hope that it will be used beneficially in the future. Mean
while, the situation is disturbing. 

The number of mouths to feed is constantly increasing, but 
the resources from which they may be fed are correspondingly 
ditninishing. If present tendencies continue, if, that is to say, 
science continues to be mainly used for man's harm instead of 
for his welfare, the world may well be £'1ccd in one or two 
hundred years' time with fatnine, involving wars between 
fatnine stricken nations competing for larger shares of a 
dwindling food supply. 
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The best way of preventing such a disaster would be to fix 
each nation's population with reference to the food resources 
_li~ely to be available. This could be done by the wise usc of 
btrth control. But at the present time each nation tries to 
become as large and as numerous as possible in order that it 
may be strong in war, and only a world government would 
have the power to compel the nations to take the necessary 
steps to limit their populations. Thus, from many points of 
view it seems that man's increasing powers point unmistakably 
to the need of world government, if they are to be used not 
for man's detriment and possible destruction, but for his 
welfare. 

The Prospects of World Govnnmmt 

'Vhat, then, arc the prospects of a single government for 
the whole world? Unfortunately they arc not very promising. 
Two attempts have been made within the last forty years to 
bring the nations together, first in the League of Natiom 
which was created after the 1914-1918 war; secondly, in the 
United Nations Organization which was the product of the last 
war. Neither of these associations has, however, been very 
successful. The League of Nations , .. ·as helpless to prevent th1~ 
second world ,.,·ar and its successor, the United Nations 
Organization, seems to have no authority over the great 
pO\vcrs. How, indeed, could it have such authority, when it 
is without armed forces to impose it? Many people think that 
the only way in which the nations of the world can be brought 
together under the control of a single world government is 
through the domination of the rest by a single power, ns the 
European world was dominated by Rome in the ccnturico; 
immcdiatcl)' succeeding the birth of Christ. Amcric."l is rile 
most likely candidate for world domination, but it is difficult 
to see how such domination could be achict.tcd without :n 
least one more war, since it is inconceivable that Rm>i.l n~ ;,! 

present governed and motivated, would submit to it. In s~d• 
a war it is all too likelv that some of the methods of dc:stnJcWm 
mentioned above w~uld he 11<,.d ,.,;th tc-rrihk rt:~rrlt". 
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These are some of the reasons for thinking that the advances 

which have resulted from the application of science to the 
control and exploitation of the forces of nature have brought 
about a new situation in the history of mankind. Man has it 
in his power to-day to destroy himself or to bring about a 
reversion of the human species to a condition of savagery or 
barbarism, which might last for hundreds or even thousands 
of years. Is this latter development likely? The answer 
depends upon human nature, the one thing that science has 
hitherto been unable to improve. Why has it not? The reason 
may be that human nature is unimprovable by science, pre
cisely because .there is something in human beings which is 
outside the scope of science. Is this the case? 

The question cannot, I think, be answered by reference to 
the kind of considerations that we have hitherto taken into 
account, that is to say, by reference to historical consider
ations relative to man's past and to political considerations 
touching his present of which we have taken account in this 
chapter. ''\7e must turn to the kind of question which we 
raised at the beginning of the second chapter, when we 
considered whether the life and mind of man are things unique 
in the universe-these were our second and third possibil- . 
ities-or whether they are merely accidental by-products 
of the working of material forces, this being the first of the 
three possibilities mentioned.1 

If the latter, if man and the mind of man are unplanned 
accidents in a purposeless universe, then there is no necessary 
reason n·hy he should not completely destroy himself, but 
also there is no necessary reason why he should not be able 
to improve himself by an extension of the methods of science 
to deal with human nature. The rcle\•ant science in this 
connection is that of eugenics or scientific breeding. If the 
second view is true, if life and mind arc the expressions of 
some \ital creath·e force which, originally unconscious, 
expresses itself in man in order that it may achieve conscious
ness in and through living organisms, then the destruction of 

1 See Ch. II, pp. 22·2-} 

£ 
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man does not presumably involve the destruction or disappear
ance of the creative force oflife, which may once again ex:prcs.~ 
itSelf in human beings, or in creatures like human beings but, 
it may be, superior to them. If the third view is correct, if 
man's life and mind ax:e a witness to the presence at the he.:lrt 
of things of a mind which is akin to om~, a mind which 
belongs to a Person and created mankind in pursuance of a 
purpose, then it is unlikely that man will be allowed to perish 
from the face of the earth, until the purpose is fulfilled. Also, 
it is not by the methods of science that his nature can be 
improved, since some part at least of his nature lies outside 
the scope of science. To a consideration of these possibilities 
we shall tum in the remaining chapters. 



CHAPTER. V 

MIND AND MATTER 

The Body-Mind Conntction 
Let us, first, ask what it is that we mean when we speak of 

a mind. We normally suppose that we are not all body; we 
have minds, we say, as well as bodies and it is our minds 
which are conscious and which think, "ill and feel. If our 
minds are not parts of our bodies, they are not material; 
therefore, they are not in space because only material things 
can occupy space; therefore, though they may be intimately 
connected with our bodies, our minds are not in our bodies. 
Open a man's head, and you will see a structure of nervous 
tissue, consisting of millions of nerves arranged in tiers and 
layers of immense complexity; this structure is his brain. 
Now, the brain is the instrument through or by means of 
which the mind affects the body and the body affects the mind. 
When, for example, I will to raise my hand, the first of the 
series of events that takes place in my body occurs in my brain, 
just as, when some occurrence happens in my body which 
produces an effect in my consciousness, for example, a disturb
ance of the nerve cells at the end of my finger when I touch 
something hot, it is only after the requisite C\'ents have taken 
place in my brain that I feel the pain in my finger. 

The connection between body and mind is close and 
constant; in fact, they are always influencing one another. 
If I have a shock I tum pale, if I am angry or shr, red; if I 
am in great pain or distress, a noise occurs in my th~at called 
a groan and my eyes may begin to water. If I decide to cat, 
a small hole opens in the bottom of my face and my lifted 
hand pops solid substances into it and so on. These are 
instances of the effects of the mind upon the body; my mind, 
that is to say, feels something or decides on something and my 
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body registers the feeling and acts in accordance with the 
deci_sion. Contrariwis·e, if somebody sticks a pin into me I 
feel pain; if I get drunk, I sec double; if I have jaundi~e, 
I see yellow; if! am constipated, I have a headache; ifl go 
out for a walk in an cast wind, I feel irritable or melancholy; 
if my temperature rises above normal, my sensations of touch 
become sharper and finer, so that I become conscious of, for 
example, the texture of the sheets. These arc e.xamplcs of the 
effects of the body upon the mind. 

So continuous is this two-way process of interaction, as it 
is called, between body and mind, that some people maintain 
that every event in the body is accompanied b;· a corres
ponding event in the mind and vice versa, though, for my 
part, I find this hard to believe. 

Yet how difficult, how almost impossible, it is to under
stand how this process of interaction takes place. The body 
is a piece of matter; it has mass, length, breadth, and thick
ness and occupies space, and its contents arc blood, bones, 
flesh and nerves. All these arc resolvable, as any other material 
thing is resolvable, into molecules, clements, and atoms. 

The mind is not material, has, therefore, no mass, length, 
breadth, or thickness, and docs not occupy space. It~ 
contents are the stream of hopes, wishes, fears, thoughts and 
emotions which make up what we call our consciousness. 

Body and mind, it would seem, have no single f.1ctor or 
feature in common. How, then, can they "get at" one another 
so as to produce effects upon each other? For thing~. 
after all, can influence one another, only in so far a.'l thcr 
possess common qualities. Thus, a pa\·ing stone can cm~h a 
butterfly because both arc material and occupr space, hut 
how c.-1n it crush a wish or be affected by a thought? \\'c can 
measure a board and weigh a stone, but who C;tn mcamrc 
the inspiration that went to the makin~ of n~ethov~n'!! 
Symphonies or weigh a poem by Shakespeare? 1 here L' a 
legend about the whale and the elephant who went to w:~r, 
but neither could harm the other, since the dcph:111t could 
not get at the whale in the W<l.ter, nor could the wh:1lc com-: 



at the elephant on the land. It is precisely this sort of difficulty 
raised to the nth degree which is presented by the apparent 
interaction between mind and body. 

Materialism. What it Maintains 

Now, this difficulty, a difficulty which arises only on the 
assumption that mind and body are really different, has 
seemed to many to be so insuperable that they have been 
driven to deny that mind and body are really different. Since 
many of the things that happen in the mind are, on a'!}' vicw1 

due to prior happenings in the body as, for e.xample, when a 
pin is stuck into my hand, I feel pain, they have been led to 
conclude that everything that happens in the mind is in the 
last resort caused by something which bas first happened in 
the body. The mind, then, is, on this view, determined by 
the body and what we call free will, which involves the occur
rence of uncaused mental happenings, is an illusion. 

Again, since the body is obviously material and since, if the 
mind is not material we cannot understand how it affects or 
is affected by the body, they have insisted that the mind must 
be material too. And so they have conceived of mind or 
consciousness as a kind of emanation from or off-shoot of the 
brain, or as a sort of glow round the brain, like the halo round 
the head of a saint. Its function, they have maintained, is to 
light up the events that happen in the brain. Thus, when a pin 
pricks my finger, a series of nervous impulses passes along 
my wrist, up my arm and neck and so into my brain. 'Vhen 
they reach the brain, these impulses cause a disturbance jn 
the matter of the brain; this disturbance is illuminated, as it 
were--and it must be remembered that I am speaking here 
only in metaphorical terms-by the glow of consciousness, 
with the result that we are said to be "conscious" of the prick. 
:Mind events, then, are the end results or by-products of a 
series of bodily happenings. This view links up with the first 
of the three views as to the origin and nature of life which I 
mentioned in Chapter Il,1 the view which regards the appcar-

r See Ch. II, pp. 22, 23 
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ance of life upon our planet as due to the operation of the 
sam_e ;orces as governed th: development of the earth prior 
to life s appearance and whtch, therefore, accounts for life as 
a by-product of or development from matter. It is, indeed, 
the natural development of that view in· its application to 
psychology. 

According to this, which is usually termed the materialist 
view oflifc, all living things originated out of dead things nnd 
all vital events, that is to say, events in living creatures, are 
determined by preceding physical events to which the crea
tures react and which, therefore, cause the events which :~re 
the creatures' reactions. According to the materialist Yiew of 
mind, minds originate in bodies and arc produced by bodies, 
and all mental events arc caused by or are reflections of prior 
events in the body which the mind animates. 

The Materialist View of the Universe 
Now, let us take a look at the materialist scheme of the 

universe to which this view of the relation of matter to Hfc 
and ofbody to mind points, and which it has helped to build. 

The universe consists of matter and onlv of matter; it 
consists, that is to say, of little bits of matcriai stuff, conceived 
at the moment as positively charged neutrons and charges of 
negative clcctticity,1 moving about in space. The bits come 
together and as a result produce what we call "things.'' It may 
be that the bits are all ultimately of the same kind :md that 
the differences between things arc, therefore, differences only 
of arrangement and of speed of movement, as bricb out of a 
box can be so arranged as to constitute a pyr;1mid or a brid::e 
and yet remain the same bricks.2 Some of the Httle biu or, 
rather, some of the arrangements of them ha\'c dcvclopcd the 
property of "liYingncss''; they ha\·c, that is to S.."l}", come 
alive hut thcv have done this onlr undcf' certain rather r:tre 
conditions. L~t the temperature of the c."lrth, for c.x."lmple, he 
a few score degrees higher or lower; let t11ere be rath~ rn"rc 
or rather less water on its surf.1cc; let it be :l little ntarc: to 

I &e Ch. I, pp. JS-!5 !! &e Ch. r. Pi'· r ~. r:; 
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or further from the sun, and life, as we now know it, would 
be impossible. Even as things are, life is possible only in a 
very thin slice, as it were, of space. It is tied to all intents and 
purposes to the surface of the earth; it cannot rise more than 
a few miles above it or penetrate to more than a mile or so 
below it. 

So long as life persists, whatever is living is dominated and 
determined by what is not living. Thus, living bodies are 
determined by the stimuli which are brought to bear upon 
them by the environment in which they are placed. As we saw 
in Chapter II, 1 the manner in which they evolve and develop 
and the characteristics which they ultimately come to exhibit 
on any view depend largely upon this environment. Change 
the environment and you change the nature of living things. 

Within the living body the mind is determined by the 
brain; that is to say, what we call our mental life is in the 
last resort no more than the reflection or by-product in con
sciousness of events which have occurred in the body and the 
brain independently of the mind. For if consciousness is, as 
suggested above, a kind of glow which lights.up events in the 
brain, it cannot, it is obvious, light up what is not there. 
Hence causation proceeds always from the less living to tl1e 
more. There is, first, the event in the external environment, 
and then the events in the body of the living creature which 
are its responses to the external event. Within the living 
creature there is, first, the event in the sense organ, the eye, 
the ear or the skin, which originates the chain of responses by 
the body to the event in the external environn1ent. There is, 
secondly, the transmission of the event on the surface of the 
skin or in the sense organs along the telegraph \\ires of the 
nervous system which carry the news of it to the brain. There 
is, thirdly, the consequential disturbance in the nerve cells of 
the brain and there is, fourthly, the event in the mind or 
consciousness which we call our l:nowlulge of the event in 
the e.xternal world which originated the whole train of bodily 
and mental happenings. 

1 Sec Cb. II, pp. 25, 26 
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Life, then, is conceived as something which has occurred 
by accident in a universe which was not designed for it. It is 
like a chance passenger travemng for a time across a fund
amentally hostile and alien environment. Some pieces of 
matter, the kind we call bodies and brains, ha\·e happened to 
become conscious, but this consciousness is in essence material, 
being likened to a sort of glow which surrounds the brain; 
or, to change the metaphor, it is like the bright colours you 
will see upon an oil film when the sun strikes it. 

1viany of the discoveries made by scientists in the last 
hundred years have seemed to support this view. Geology 
has enormously c.xtended the age of the earth, which did 
not come into c.xistence four thousand years ago, as our 
great grandfathers were inclined to think, but is hundreds 
perhaps thousands of millions ofycars old. During the greater 
part of that period, the earth was without life. Astronomy 
has enormously extended the size and spread of space. 
Nowhere else in all those billions of stars and planctc; is life 
known to c.xist; on the contrarr, there is, as we saw in the 
first chapter, good reason for thinking that the area of the 
universe in which conditions suitable for the maintenance of 
life obtain is c.xcccdingly small. Thus, in the vast immensities 
of geological time and astronomical space, life seems like a 
tiny little glow, flickering uncertainly for a brief period. 
When the conditions suitable for life cease to exist, the glow 
wjj) be snuffed out in the one corner of this universe that h:t~ 
known it and the bits of matter of which the physical univer::c 
consists will continue to move to and fro in space, meaning
lessly, pointlessly and nearly cmllc.<;o;ly. 

The Pro.cfmts of Lift ir. Ga:rral and of I Iuman Lift in a 
J\fr:tai-1list World 

:'\c.1.rly, but not quite; for, 4L'\ we saw in the fif':'t ch~ptt:-, 
the second law of thcrrno-drn:unics, 1 :1s it i'> calkd, Jaqk~ 
forward to a period when all the phrsical energy in th~ 
uni\"c.rsc \\;n h:tvc :~chicved equal distributiorl. \\'l1en th:lt 

t !V.- Ch. I, pp. ~~·. ::t 



condition is reached, there will be no more events of any kind 
in the universe which will, so far as we can see, persist indefin
itely without change and without, therefore, the kind of change 
which the movements of pieces of matter involve. 

These considerations have an important bearing on the 
question of the future of the human race. 'Ve know \\ith 
tolerable certainty what will be the end of life upon the earth. 
Just as it was once too hot to maintain life, so when the heat 
of the sun begins to fail, the earth \\ill in due course become 
too cold and too dry. We may not unplausibly suppose that 
the condition of the last survivors of mankind will be as 
miserable and as brutish as that of the first, since they '\ill 
have to devote all their attention and energy to keeping 
themselves alive in conditions which are increasingly un
favourable to life. One day the last human survivor \\ill 
breathe the last human breath and the lifeless earth l\ill 
continue to spin through space, bearing the record of man's 
achievement, his buildings, his pictures, his statues and 
his books, frozen to its icy surface. But, it may be said, 
mao will have learnt how to transfer himself to another 
planet long before such a condition of affairs is reached. 
'When the earth begins to grow cold, there will be a mass 
migration of the human race to a planet nearer to the sun, 
to Venus or even to l\Jercurr. Nor does the solar system 
necessarily set limits to man's migration. As the heat of 
the sun continues to fail, he may travel outside the solar 
system to a planet rotating round some younger star in the 
Mill.-yWay. 

Such is man's power of invention that we cannot deny that 
such developments are well within the bounds of future 
possibilities. But C\'Cn if such possibilities should be realized, 
they do not enable man to escape from what, if tl1c 
materialist view is true, is his ine\'itablc .fate; tl1cy only 
postpone it. 

Let us consider once again the implications of what is 
known as the second law of UJcrmo-dynamics, according to 
which tlJe unh·erse is um\inding itself like the spring of a 
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watch, and running down like an engine.1 Ultimately, so far 
as we can see, the sp~ng will be completely unwound, the 
engine completely run down. If all physical changes ce.1..se, 
there will be no more changes in those pieces of matter which 
are called human bodies. Hence, if human beings consist 
exclusively of their bodies, the human race will come to a 
stop and what we call man and consciousness will disappear 
from the planet. In a famous essay entitled Tht Fm Afcn's 
l-Vorship Bertrand Russell, one of our greatest living philos
ophers, has put this position in eloquent and celebrated words. 
"All the labours of all the ages, all the devotion, all the 
inspiration, all the noonday brightness of human genius arc 
doomed to c.xtinction in the vast death of the solar srstem and 
the whole temple of Man's achievement must inevitably be 
buried beneath the debris of a universe in ruins." 

In view of these possibilities, or rather of what if.Materialism 
is true, we must regard as ncar certainties, it is high time that 
we considered whether Materialism is in fact true. 

1 Sec Ch. I. pp. 20, 21. Since the above w:L'I written the "i;eb., t:~.lh 
of Mr. Fred Hoyle have introduced the layman to :mother \'lew of tl1e 
ultimate dcstinr of man on the earth which i5....:jt nO\V :1ppcars-to 1~~: 
roasted instead of frozen. See The .Nature of tl" Urtirme br Fred llo)·le. In 
this book the concept of the uni,·erse running do'hn like a clock h:1.1 been 
superseded. 



CHAPTER VI 

IS MATERIALISM TRUE? 

A Glance at Idealism 

But is it true? That is a large question which cannot be 
adequately discussed, let alone answered, in this book. The 
great advantage of Materialism lies in the difficulty which 
it avoids. This is the difficulty to which I drew attention 
_in the last chapter, the difficulty, namely, of understanding 
how mind and matter, if they are real{y different one from 
another, could produce effects upon one another, as they 
so obviously do. It is because of the enormity of this 
difficulty that many thinkers have been driven to take the 
line that mind and matter cannot be real[y different. There
fore, they maintain, since matter obviously e.-.cists and is real, 
mind cannot real(y be different from matter. 

But we could, it is obYious, take a different way out of the 
difficulty and affirm that matter cannot rcal{y be ditrerent 
from mind. :Matter, we might say, is an illusion of mind or 
is a creation of mind or is an emanation from mind. This is 
the way known as Idealism which affirms that only minds and 
their contents, ideas, thoughts, images, desires, emotions and so 
on, exist and it is the way taken by the majority of philosophers. 

When it is persuasively urged, it is extremely difficult to 
refute the view that what I am actual(;· aware of when I 
appear to myself to make contact \\ith the world outside me 
are my own feelings and sensations. Thus, when I look at a 
table, I have the sensation of seeing something square; when 
I touch it, I ha\·e a feeling of something cold and hard and 
when I hi~ it with my knuckles, I have the e.':perience of 
hearing a sharp, rapping sound. Now, these scns.."ltions, 
feelings and e.xperiences are mental; they are, that is to s."lr, 
parts of my consciousness. 
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1:-'forcovcr, it can be shown that most of the qualities which 
we normally attribute to things existing outside us don't 
really belong to them but are sensations and feelings bcloncin• .. 
to us. Thus, as Bishop Berkeley, ,.,.·ho sets out this pos~io~ 
very persuasively in his book, The Principlu of Human Kr.o:c
ledge, and again in his Thru Dialnguu bttuwn H;·las and Pl:ilor.o:/.J 
pointed out, when we are ncar a fire we have a scns:~.tion of 
heat and the heat, ·we say, belongs to or is in the fire. But if 
we gradually approach the fire the sensation of heat will 
deepen, until it gradually changes into a sensation of pain. 
Now nobody supposes that the pain is in the fire; the pain, 
we say, is in us; yet the pain is onlr a more intense degree of 
the heat. The implication is that the heat, too, was in us and 
not in the fire. 

Or take, says Berkeley, the case of a cheese mite's foot. 
This is so small that it is not visible to the naked eye. Arc we, 
then, Berkeley asks, to suppose that the cheese mite cannot 
sec its own foot? This seems unlikely for biological reasons, 
since it is difficult to see how the cheese mite could survive, if 
it could not see itself. The inference is that the cheese mite's 
foot appears to be of one size to the cheese mite and appears 
to be of another size to us; or, rather, it docs not appear to 
us to be of any size, from which the conclusion is that si1.e 
like heat since it varies with the perceiver docs not belong to 
things but does belong to the perceiver's conscioumc~~. being, 
as Berkeley puts it, "an idea in the mind." 

It is not my intention here to de\·clop what is called the 
philosophy of Idenlisrn and I cannot, therefore, pursue tht.'.c: 
arguments fur·tlJCr. I mention them onlr to illustr:1te mr 
contention that there is another way out of the difliculty 
presented by the irnpossibilitj' of conceiving h.o· . .,.. two !:tt!~
stances as different as arc mind and bodr could mtcract. lt n 
not r:rrtJSCI)' to take the materiali~t way and affirm that mind 
is part of matter· we can take the idealist W:\Y :md insi!t tbt 
mind and mind' alone is real, and that it is mind which i.1 
the unknown cause of the sc:matiom :md ideas which p-~o;1k 
fed. :-.rorc:ovcr, if it is unknown we c:mnot know anrthin:~ 
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about it. We cannot, therefore, know that it is material. 

In this chapter, however, I propose to ignore the difficulty 
and to affirm roundly that the relation between body and 
mind is a mystery which we cannot solve or hope to solve. 
If there is any truth in the religious view of the universe (see 
Chapter VIII), the fact that we cannot should not occasion 
surprise. According to the account" given in the Bible God 
caused life to enter into matter by breathing His breath into 
dust. Now, granted the truth of the religious view of the 
universe, granted, therefore, the existence of God, we cannot 
expect to understand the manner of God's working. 

I now propose to consider whether the difficulties involved 
in the acceptance of Materialism are not as great as the inter
action difficulty which admittedly Materialism does not have 
to face. 

I How Did the Universe Start 1 
Perhaps the most difficult question for Materialism to 

answer is, how did the universe start? The universe with its 
stars, planets, the earth, air, sky and sea is a going concern. 
On the materialist view-and, indeed, so far as physical 
things are concerned it is extremely difficult to take any other 
view-whatever exists must have a cause. All the material 
things that we know must, then, have been caused by other 
material things. 

Let us go back in thought to the first material things first, 
that is to say, in time of which we have any knowledge. 
These are presumably the gaseous radio-active matter of 
which the nebulae were formed before they condensed into 
the denser aggregations of matter that we call stars, and the 
stars in their tum threw off the planets.l Now this primal 
stuff, the stuff of the nebulae from which everything else has 
taken its rise, must also have been caused, and so, too, with 
any matter that there may have been before it. However far 
we went back in time, we should always be able to ask of any 
matter which might be in e.xistence at that time, what caused 

1 See Ch. I, pp. 6-g 
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ii? Now the view that the chain of material causes and effects 
stretch~ backfor cuer in time would entail, presumably, th:n 
the uruverse never got started at all. 
Moreo~er, it is very difficult for us to think of matter having 

been, as 1t were, eternally there. All material things and 
happenings that we know of have beginnings and have causes, 
and, so fur as our thought can take us, the same must, we 
must suppose, be true 6f all material things and happenings 
at all times and places, including, therefore, the material 
things that e:xisted and the material happenings that took 
place before man appeared. If this is, indeed, the case there 
cannot once have been material things which were without 
beginnings or have once occurred material happenings which 
were without causes. 11atter, that is to say, cannot have 
existed eternally. 

Further, as we saw in the first chapter, 1 the particular 
arrangement of matter, namely, the initial concentration of 
energy in the nebulae, which the f.:'lcts of astronom;· appc.tr to 
require, certainly sums to suggest a beginning, that is to say, 
a concentrating in time. 

Nor can we conceive of matter creating itself; we cannot, 
in other words, conceive of a time when matter was not, nnd 
that then suddenly there was matter-we cannot, that i~, 
conceive of this, provided- tltat molter is all ll:tre is. For matter 
cannot bring new matter into c.xistencc; it can onlr ch:mgc 
its form, as when the ,..,.ax of a lit candle is dissipated into the 
surrounding atmosphere in the form of molecules. In sum, 
the notion of a world originaUy w:ithout life ami intelligence 
producing (i) itself, (ii) intelligent beings, and (iii) the under-
standing of (i) by (ii), docs not satisfy our re.uons.. . 

TI1e only other possibility is that there is sorncthmg pnor to 
matter, something of which matter is the C)q)rc~sion or the 
instrument, or, more simply, something that crc~:tr.:d n~f,a~rc:. 
Now it is difficult to sec what that something can be 1 lt 1~ 

' I' not mind. That minds C.'1n create matter we b1ow. ·or 
example, if I ll'ill to create a roll of mm:dc on my arm, r c:w 

z sc-C' c:1. r. p. ~• 
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_ cause it to appear by doing the appropriate exercises. If two 
parents will to have a child, a child is born. It seems, then, 
that the notion of mind bringing matter into existence presents 
no particular difficulty, provided that some matter was there to 
begin with. And as to the matter that was there to begin 
with, what can we say of it except that a mind must have 
caused it to be, not a human mind like our own which can 
apparently only work on pre-existing matter, but a mind 
infinitely more powerful than ours which could bring matter 
out of nothing, causing matter to be where there was none 
before. To revert again to the argument of Chapter I, we 
have already seen that the science of astronomy gives some 
countenance to the view that mind originally created matter, 

· or at any rate concentrated energy in space at a particular 
point of time.l 

But does not this demand for a mind to create matter raise 
in a new form the difficulty which has already caused us to 
reject the view that matter was produced eternally by otl1er 
matter, the difficulty, namely, that the series of material hap
penings would, on that view, have gone back for ever and the 
universe would, therefore, never have had a beginning at all? 

I agree that the difficulty is still there, but if we assume a 
mind to effect the initial act of creation, I do not think tltat it 
is any longer fatal. We have already seen that mind can 
create new matter in cases where matter is already in existence 
for it to work on. We have also conceded the possibility that 
an omnipotent mind could create matter where there was 
none before. Now, all the material things of which we have 
any knowledge have both a beginning-the body of the child 
begins in the bodies ofits parents, the tree grows from a germ, 
a machine is assembled in a workshop, a house is put together 
brick by brick and the bricks themselves are made from baked 
clay and so on-and also an end-all material things sooner 
or later break up, wear out and fade away. But though all 
the material things that we know have both a beginning and 
an end, we do not see either the beginning or the end of any 

1 See Ch. I, pp. zo, 21 
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mental existent, and we do not know, therefore, that ment:ll 
things either end or begin. Thus, we do not know that our 
minds were created at the same time as our bodies· the\' m::tv 
have pre·existed them, as those who believe in rcincar~atio;1 
maintain, and they may well outlive them, as the spiritualists 
assert and Christianity believes. Certainly, nobod\.· h<~s ever 
witnessed the beginning or the dying out of a mind. There
fore, for all we know·to the contrary, minds may be immortal, 
that is to say, they may exist \vithout beginning or end. If so, 
the notion of a non-created mind e.xisting eternally to be the 
creator of matter, though difficult for us to conceive, is not 
impossible. 

II What is Implied by Knowing 

Let us consider what is the distinctive characteristic of a 
mind, the characteristic in respect ofwhich it is differentiated 
from everything else. It can /:now; know, that is to say, things 
which are other than itself. Broadly speaking, its knowing u 
of two kinds. It can know physical .things which arc present 
,v]th it in time and present to it in space and which stimulate 
the sense organs of the body which it animates. This kind or 
knowing is called "sensing" or "percei\•ing," as when I now 
perceive the pen and the book which arc lying on the rahlc. 
Secondly, it can know facts which arc not phrsical, not prcs~nt 
with it in time or to it in space and which do not stimul:\tc 
the sense organs, as when I know that the Bat de of Waterloo 
was fought in 1815 or that a2-h2=(a-j-b) (a-b). . . 

Now, can we conceh·e of a piece of matter pos.scssmg tht! 
characteristic of being able to know? Possibl:·, we mir;ht do 
so in regard to tltc first Jdnd of knowing. We might s:-~y, for 
e.xamplc, that the icc "knows" the sun th:1t melt!! it, .or th:\t 
the meat "knows" the fire that cooLc; it, or the stcd film.~'> the 
magnet that attracts them, although such a statement !f it 
were to be made, would seem at best to be only n1etaphor:<~1l. 
For though the icc may 41know" the sun and rh~ rn~:~t th-: 
fire and the filings the m:tgnct in the sense of t:tbng nn~e ~f 
them and behaving appropriatdr, they do not ~:no· .... wh:1t H 
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i, they are taking note of, nor are they conscious of the fact 
that they are behaving and reacting, as I do and am when I 
not only experience heat but know that it is the sun or the 
fire that is the cause of what I am experiencing, and am also 
aware of my reaction to it. 

But is it possible to conceive of matter knowing, even in the 
sense of taking note of, what is not present with it in time or 
present to it in space? For my part, I cannot conceive how 
it can do so. Mind, then, I would say, is the only thing 
which can know facts wh~ch are non-physical and other 
than itself and in respect of this capacity it is not only different 
from matter, but is unique. 

There are -several important points to note in regard to 
this characteristic which minds possess of knowing things 
other than themselves. 

(i) First, the physical universe is, as we have seen, very large 
and for the most part empty of life, while the space that living 
things occupy is tiny and their time span short. !\find, from 
this point of view, seems unimportant; matter important. Yet 
mind has one great advantage over matter-it knows matter 
and matter does not know it; that is to say, we know that we 
are small and insignificant and that the universe is vast and 
empty and the universe does not know these things. As the 
great French philosopher, Pascal, put it, "Man is only a reed, 
the weakest thing in nature; but he is a thinking reed." 

Mind's Advantage ovtr the Universe 

(ii) This suggests a further and more far-re.'1ching reflection. 
If Materialism is true, the fact that mind exists in the world is in 
the nature of an unplanned accident, unplanned since, prior 
to mind's actual appearance, there was no mind to plan it. 

But planning and even non-planning arc mental concep
tions. Nothing in a world which is mindless could be either 
planned or not planned; for to say either that it was planned 
or that it was not planned would be meaningless, if there 
were no mind to give meaning to the conceptions of planning 
and its contrary. 

F 
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Similarly with regard to such notions as those of \'astnt::ss 
emptiness and loneliness. Are these not mental notion/ 
having meaning only to and for minds and having m~ning: 
therefore, only where there are min'ds? Materialists cmph:tSizc 
the immensity and the loneliness of the universe, dwelling 
upon the enormous areas where it is certain that life does not 
exist and the almost interminable prologue in time before life 
began to exist. But the universe in itself is neither immense, 
empty nor lonely-how, indeed, could a piece of matter be 
lonely? Time in itself is not long and space in itself is not vast. 
Such words as "lonely," "empty," "long," "vast" and so on 
stand for mental conceptions and ideas; it is mind that h:u 
contributed them to a world which, apart from mind, b 
without them. Thus, to say that the universe is big and that 
mind is insignificant is to make use of conceptions which, 
apart from mind, mean nothing. In order that such c.xprcs· 
sions may have meaning, it must be pre·supposcd that mind 
is somehow there to make them meaningful by virtue of its 
ability to class things as big or as insignificant. 

Spiritual QjLalities 
If the physical universe is not vast or empty or lonely 

without mind to find it so, presumably. it is not in itu!f 
beautiful or great or sublime. Now men do find the uni~·cne 
to be beautiful and sublime; they admire sunsets and nvcrs 
and mountains and wonder at the stars at night; they m:tJ:e 
poems to the spring and deck their rooms \'.'ith flowers .. I.t 1.3 

customary to call beauty and sublimity spiritual quallud; 
they are, that is to say, qualities which possess what we call 
"value," and it is spirit1 \'.,·hich perceives value. . . 

Now matter in itself has no spiritual qualities. In itsdjlt .u 
neither beautiful nor uglr. It is beautiful or uglr on!j' m 
relation to minds which find it so. Hence, in a univcnc th:lt 
consists of matter and onlr of matter, a univcnc in whidl 
mind, in so f.·u as its c:xistencc is conceded at all, is thought of 

1 See Ch. VU, p. Br 
''.rpirif' u t!.lro. 
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only as a rarefied kind of matter, it would not be possible to 
account either for the beauty and sublimity that minds per
ceive in things, or for the fact that minds find them to be 
beautiful and sublime, and, we may add, awe-inspiring and 
worthy of reverence. 

Truth and Falsehood 

(iii) The knowledge which minds have can be either correct 
or incorrect. A mind, for example, can know that there are 
fifty people in a room when there are, in fact, fifty (knowing 
correctly) and it can think that there are fifty when there are 
fifty-one (knowing incorrectly). It can know that the train 
leaves at 10 a.m. when it does, and think (incorrectly) that it 
leaves at 10.5 a.m. When we know correctly what is, in fact, 
the case, our knowledge is true; when we think incorrectly 
that something is the case which, in fact, is not, our knowledge 
is false. Here, then, are two more notions, the notion of truth 
and the notion offalsehood which are attributes of minds or, 
rather, of the knowing which is an attribute of mind. Now it 
does not seem possible to conceive how a piece of matter or, 
indeed, how any activity in which matter can engage could 
be either true or false. 

The Rules of Logic 
(iv) Not only can our knowledge be correct, our rc.'l.Soning 

can also be valid. There are certain rules which guide our 
thinking, known as the rules of logic. 'Vhen we reason cor
rectly we reason in accordance with these rules. Some of 
them are pretty obvious as, for e.xamplc, the law of C.'i:cluded 
middle, an c.xample of which is that e\'erything must either 
be or not be a beech tree; or the law of identity-c.xample, 
it is impossible for a thing both to be and not to be a beech 
tree. Others are more complicated, such as the principle of 
implication-if P implies Q. and Q. implies R, then P 
implies R. 

One of the most fhmous of these laws or principles of 
reasoning is the principle of the Syllogism which goes back 
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to the Greek philosopher, Aristotle. It is obvious that when
ever we reason, we do so in order that we may obtain some 
knowledge which we did not have before and which is also 
true. If we knew it before or if it '""ere false, there would be 
no point in reaching it. In order that we mar obtain such 
knowledge we must, said Aristotle, know two things to begin 
with which he called the premises. First, we must know a 
general truth, known as the major premise, for C."':ample, th:lt 
all men are mortal, and, secondly, we must know a particular 
truth, known as the minor premise, for c."':ample, that Socrates 
is a man. When we know these two premises, we are in a 
position to draw the conclusion, thuifore Socrates is mortal. 

The principle of the Syllogism has in recent years been 
seriously criticized and few logicians now hold that reasoning 
proceeds in this way. But, as I said above, .some rules there 
must be to guide our reasoning. 

In this connection it is important to realize that whenever 
we reason, the mind makes a jump; it jumps, that is to say, 
from something that is known to something that is not-Qr, 
at least, was not, before the reasoning began-and we natur
ally want to know what arc the conditions under which the 
jump is justified. These jumpings by the mind have been 
roughly classified under two heads, jumps from general truth5 
to particular cases, and jumps from particular cases to gcneri'll 
truths. The first kind of jump is known as deduction; the 
second as induction. Thus, I know the general truth that 
7 X 2=14; I know, further, that here arc se\'Cn pairs of socks; 
then I know without counting that the number of indi\-·idual 
socks is I 4, that is to say, 1 deduce this p:1rticular conclmion 
from the general proposition which I alreacJr know, plu~ ~lY 
particular information to the effect that here arc seven p:un 
of socb. Similarly, if I consult the time-table and discover 
that a train leaves King's Cross for Edinburgh at 10 a.m., I 
deduce that on going to the station at that time I ,h:dl find 
the train. 

On what i5 m:r expectation bas.o::d? On my knnwhlgc ~f 
the general principle that information ~iven in timr.:-tabk:s u 
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on the whole trustworthy. Therefore, I conclude, the inform
ation given by. this particular time-table in regard to this 
particular train will be trustworthy and act accordingly. 
These are examples of deduction. Induction is pre-eminently 
the method of science. I have seen the sun rise in the east on 
a number of particular occasions and know of no single 
example of its rising in the west. I, accordingly, reach by 
induction the general law that the sun always rises in the east. 
Similarly, it is by induction that I reach the law that water 
boils at sea level at 2 I 2 degrees Fahrenheit, because water has 
been observed to do so on a large number of separate occasions 
and there has never been an occasion, given the same con
ditions, when it has been observed to boil at sea level at a 
higher or a lower temperature. 

Now, when the mind proceeds from particular examples to 
formulate general rules or principles as in induction, or draws 
conclusions in regard to particular cases from a prior know
ledge of general principles as in deduction, it makes a jump. 
The laws of deduction and induction specify the conditions 
under which the jump is justified. 

In general, the occurrence in a sentence of such words and 
phrases as "therefore," "since," "because/' "it follows that," 
"the conclusion seexns to be" indicates a jump on the part of 
the mind from one step of reasoning to another. When aU 
the jumps are justified, we have a valid chain of reasoning. 

We are now in a position to return to the general question 
raised in this chapter, the question, namely, whether 
Materialism can account for the facts of e."tpc.rience as we 
know them, and we do so by proceeding to ask, how can a piece 
of matter, or, how can the relations between pieces of matter, 
be valid? The question, it is ob,.ious, is a nonsensical one. 
It is like asking how a colour can be square or a quadratic 
equation purple. V\lbat is more, if mind is only a by-product 
of matter and its thoughts are wholly caused by what is going 
on in the body, how could its thinking be also and at the same 
time caused and regulated, as it clearly is, by the ~:ind of 
logical considerations of which I have been giving e.-.amplcs? 



80 AN INTRODUCTION TO CO~"TEMPORARY X..._.OWLEDGE 

The movements of matter obey the laws of physics, yet in the 
cases I have been citing the activities of reasoning certainly 
sum to be determined by something else, namely, the l:tws 
of logic. I conclude that the conceptions of"true" as applied 
to the conclusions of thinking, and of "valid, as applied to 
the method of thinking can have no meaning in a universe 
which consists only of matter. 

Conclusion 
These arc some of the reasons which have led men to 

conclude that there must be mind in the universe as well 
as matter, and that though what goes on in a mind is inti
mately bound up with what goes on in the body it animat~, 
in respect of some, at least, of its activities as, for c.~ample, 
when it docs equations in algebra or follows logical trains of 
reasoning, the mind is free from determination by the body. 



CHAPTER VII 

ART Al'ID ITS IMPORTANCE 

Use of the terms ".!.find" and "Spirit" 
Assuming that man's mind is, at least in some respects, free 

from determination by his body, let us try to give some 
account of the main forms which its free activitv has assumed. 
At the outset we are met "ith a confusion' about words. 
Readers may have noticed that in the preceding chapters I 
have sometimes made use of the word "mind," sometimes of 
the word "spirit." What, then, is the distinction between 
them? It is difficult to say. Once the presence of an 
immaterial element in our total make-up is admitted, it follows 
that some part of us is not body. Now this part of us which 
is not body may.be most conveniently classified according to 
what it does. Thus, when it thinks, when, for example, it is 
engaged in doing mathematics or logic or inventing something 
or looking up trains in a time-table or writing such a book as 
this, we call it mind-it is the mind which thinks; when it 
enjoys such an experience as listening to music, watching a 
sunset, feeling fiiendship or love for another human being, 
making sacrifices for others-though the verb "cnjor" is not, 
perhaps, the most suitable word to use in connection \\ith the 
making of sacrifices-above all, perhaps, in what religion 
terms the k-nowledge and love of God, it is most properly 
called "spirit"; it is the spirit whichftds, I do not mean feels 
emotionally, but feels aesthetically-that is, pcrcch·cs, responds 
to and is moved by b~uty-and feels religiously. Yet the 
t\\"O, mind and spirit, arc not separate but O\·crlap; some 
thinking, such as that which is im·olved in the sudden percep
tion of some new truth, for c.xample, in Einstein's perception 
and formulation of the theory of relativity, is akin to spiritual 
o.-perience. Again, the word "feeling" is hopelessly inadequate 
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to describe some spiritual C."<periences, for example, those im·ol
ve? in creating and appreciating works of art, or in the 
enJoyment of beautiful scenery, or in entering into com
munion with God, since these are also ways of knowing 
something. ' 

Ultimate Valtus 

I pointed out in an earlier chapter1 that the distinguishing 
feature of a civilization is the liberation of man's mind and 
spirit for the pursuit of things which arc valuable in themseh-e!!. 
On reflection, it is, I think, obvious that there must be certain 
things which are desired, not as means to other things, but in 
and for themselves. Most of the things that we desire, we 
desire as means. Suppose, for example, that you have a cold; 
then, it may be said, you desire or rather need quinine. Why? 
Because you want to cure the cold. \Vhy cure the cold? 
Because you do not want to be diseased. \'Vhy not want to be 
diseased? Because health is better than disease. But why 
desire to be healthy? Because, it may be said, health is a 
means to happiness or, perhaps, to efficiency. But why desire 
to be happy? ~lost people would answer that happiness~ an 
end in itself, something, that is to say, that is valued for i~ 
o\...-n sake. As to efficiency, this again is presumably a me.'lns, 
a means, that is to say, to something else, since there u no 
point in being efficient unless one is efficient in relation to 
some end or for some purpose. '\'hat end? Wh:lt purpo~e? 
A variety of answers can be given to this question, but it 
seems to be ob .. ·ious that whatever it is that efficiency is desired 
f(J11 will it~clf be desired either as a means to some end beyond 
itself, or, like happiness, as an end in itself. It is a surpri~ing 
f.'1ct that the things which arc desired ru ends in thems.-:h·c:, 
which are desired, that is to .say, for their own sal:es and not 
for the sa!:e of anything else, instead of bcint; cle:'lr nnd 
obvious, a..~ one would have thought, are matters of CO:l· 

troversy :md disagreement. On the whole, however, the 
o:pericncc: of m:ml:ind h:1.s broadly decide-d that the.:e MC 

t 5'=.: C:2<:tl':r-r I\" r?· ·~~. :.'' 
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three things which are certainly desired as ends in themselves, 
namely, truth, goodness, and beauty; many would add 
happiness. Truth, goodness, beauty, and perhaps happiness 
are, then, called ultimate values. 

In the course of the discussion in the last chapter of the 
rules that guide valid reasoning, and of the meaning of the 
word "true," when we speak of a "true" conclusion, I had 
occasion to say something of the value, "truth," and of 
its hold over the human mind. It remains to speak of 
beauty and goodness, in both of which connections it is the 
word "spirit" rather than the word "mind" which seems 
appropriate to describe the activity of human consciousness 
which is involved. In this chapter I shall be concerned with 
man's awareness of beauty and, in particular, with that 
expression of beauty which we call art, and with the effect 
of this consciousness in refining man's spirit, elevating his 
consciousness and enlarging his outlook. 

Th Different Forms of Art 
Art has had an effect upon the lives of human beings second 

in importance only to religion. Unfortunately, the power of 
art is not often felt until maturity is reached.. What follows 
may, therefore, seem exaggerated to readers who are still 
young, and they will have to take much of what I am saying 
largely on trust. 

First, I will consider the forms which art has assumed. 
These are chiefly music, painting, sculpture, literature, more 
particularly that kind of literature which is poetry. There 
are also what are known as the minor arts exhibited in 
furnishing, textiles, porcelain and china. There arc, then, 
certain physical things, combinations of sounds, paints which 
are arranged in a certain way on canvas, stone carved into 
shapes, black marks on a white background (written) or 
noises in human larynxes (spoken) words, pieces ofwood and 
cloth and metal and china, which have exerted a mysterious 
power over the human spirit and are the occasion of some of 
its greatest and most enduring delights. 
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\\'hat~ then, is it that these varied kinds of phrsical thing3 
possess m common, so that they are all brought together 
under the general heading of art, or objects of art? The 
answer to this question is highly controversial, nor can anr 
one answer command universal agreement. I \a,ill gi\'C m;· 
own answer first and then an example of a very different 
kind of answer. 

Plato's View of Art 
I should say that what all these different things have in 

common is the quality of being beautiful. This quality of 
being beautiful is unique; that is to say, there is nothin; dse 
in the least like it, and when a human spirit which has been 
properly trained and educated-for we cannot all appreciate 
·beauty when we first meet it; we arc, indeed, very far from 
doing so-is brought into contact with the quality it exper
iences a peculiar kind of delight. \Vhat is the source or cause 
of the quality? The answer takes us some way into philosophy 
where I do not ,-,ish to pursue it; but very briefi;·-and this 
is Plato's answer and in part the Christian answer-there il 
another world or order of reality in addition tl) the world of 
things that move in space and time. In this world there 
dwell a number of ideas or principles-"forms" is perhaps 
the best word by which to refer to them-goodness i.s one, 
justice is another, truth a third, beauty a fourth, ,..,·hich ;ln: 
the origin and source of aU those things which in the ordin:tr')' 
world of daily life we find to be good, just, true and beautiful. 
For thic; immaterial world of principles or "forms" is not whollr 
divorced from the f.1miliar world, but enters into it anrJ 
bestows upon trees and flowers and the shapes of hill~ and a 
spring morning those qualities in them which deli~ht u;. But 
the principle or "form" oflkauty can be divined :wd pur.med 
by the human spirit; and, if the pursuit is succ~·;ful, it may I~ 
caught and trnpped and embodied in S')mc m:w:riallike p.,int 
or stone or sound. It is the artist who pur.:uc~ :md c."'\tche:s 
and trap-s and embodies be."lut)'· Hence the artht mw f.»: 
defined :u a pe~')n whose spirit is ;;ifted with a p>::ctt!i.H· 
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faculty of vision, in virtue of which he is enabled to perceive 
the presence of the principle or "form" of Beauty and then give 
it visible or audible shape in material things which are what 
we call works of art, so that ordinary people, being sub
sequendy brought into contact with the work, are enabled to 
see for themselves the beauty which the artist has first per
ceived, since he has, as it were, thrown it up into high relief 
for them by embodying it in his work. 

Can we say anything about this principle of Beauty? Very 
litde since it is, if Plato is right, unique and not, therefore, 
like anything else. One thing, however, seems clear. It is 
not a physical or sensible1 quality like hot or cold, hard or 
sQft, wet or dry, or coloured. It is not, that is to say, with the· 
eye or with the ear or with any of our senses that we come to 
know it, but with the spirit. An e...:ample will make this clear. 

Beaury not a Sensible Q.ualiry 
Suppose you put down with your finger a dozen notes, one 

after the other at random on the piano. Hammers hit wires, 
and as a result waves travel outward through the atmosphere. 
After a calculable time some of these waves reach dte place 
where a man's ear-drums are. They impinge upon the car
drums, there creating a disturbance which acts as a stimulus 
to the nerve endings which run into the membrane of the 
ear-drum, and which is by them conveyed first to the middle 
and then to the inner ear. The inner car contains or rather 
consists of an oyster-like shell, the cochlea, which contains a 
fluid and is fringed with long wavy hairs or threads called 
cilia which are arranged along its inner edge. When the 
stimulus from the middle ear reaches the inner car, it causes 
ripples in the fluid in the cochlea. These ripples impart a 
swaying motion to the cilia, which swaying motion originates 
a continuous series of nervous impulses which run along the 
nerves leading from the inner car to the brain. Here a 
complicated series of disturbances takes place among the tiers 
and layers of nerve cells of which the brain is composed. (I 

1 One that we percein: b>· our senses. 
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have here mentioned only a few of the bodily occurrcncc:5 
involved in the machinery of hearing. Physics and physiolo-;}' 
between them could give a fairly full account of these occ:r
rences.) \\'hen and only when all these bodily occurrences 
have taken place, I shall have the sensation of hearing the 
sounds which the notes struck produce from the piano. 

Now let us suppose I strike the same notes, but strike them 
in such an order that they form the statement of the theme 
of a fugue by Bach. Exactly the same physical and physio
logical events, that is to say, exactly the same happenings in 
the physical world, occur as before. But this time something 
is added; there is pleasure, an enormous pleasure, in the 
hearing of the theme. In the case of great music we !ay that 
the combination of sounds which gives us this pleasure is 
beautiful. Yet the only difference between the fir!t case, the 
case in which the notes were struck at random, and the 
second, the case in which the same notes formed the theme 
of the Bach fugue, is a difference of order and arrangement. 
It is on this difference that the beauty of the second and the 
non-beauty of the first depend, and from it that they derive. 
Now order and arrangement are not physical things; it is 
not, that is to say, with any of our sauu that we know them. 
Thus, it would seem that the quality of being beautiful, which 
in this case is a quality dependent upon and bound up wi1h 
a certain ortkr or arrangtmmt of sounds, would not appear to 
be a physical quality. 

Similarly with pictures; the materials which go to m:tke a 
picture are canvas and paint. Let the paints be spre:ld at 
random upon the canvas, and there h a coloured surfotce and 
that is all; let tl1e same paints be spread on the same can-.·.::1 
in a p:1rticular way by, let w say, Rembrandt, and beauty ~~ 
achieved which produces a profound effect upon the hurn:m 
spirit. Since the materi.:tls in\'olvc:d in the two cas-:s :tre the 
same whc:rcin docs the difference between th-:m lie? In th!: . ~· order and arrangement of the p:1ints on the C:HI\'.:U. 1 et 
order and arrangement are not phpic."11 thing-J. Hence the 
beauty, which ari~e! out of the order and arranf;cm-:-n: of 
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pieces of matter, since it turns out to be a quality of the order 
and arrangement, is a quality of something which is not itself 
physical. 

Beauty, then, on this view, is like a pane of glass through 
which man's spirit can catch a 'glimpse of a different order of 
reality, which is a non-material order, and since it is a quality 
of things, or rather of the relation between things, it is there, 
so to say, waiting to be per{:eived whether anybody actually 
perceives and acknowledges it or not. This is called an 
"objective" view, because its essence is to maintain that 
beauty belongs to or is a quality of objects, or, more precisely, 
of the arrangement of objects. 

Tolstoy's View 

As an example of a different answer to the question, "what 
is it that the class of things which we call works of art possess 
in common?", I will take the view of the great Russian 
novelist, Tolstoy. According to him, art is communicated 
emotion. Let us suppose that the artist, be he musician, 
painter or poet, feels an intense emotion about something; 
let us suppose further that he creates a work in paint or sound 
or stone or words which somehow expresses this emotion, and 
that the emotion is communicated to those who are brought 
into contact with the work; then, said Tolstoy, there will be 
art. Hence what all works of art have in common is this 
power of communicating strongly felt emotion. 

There seem to be many objections to this view. First, it 
does not tell us what kind of emotion must be communicated 
if there is to be art. Perhaps the most direct expression of 
intense emotion that we can think of is the screams of a man 
being tortured on the rack. Moreover, the emotion is com
municated, for we know, or we think we do, precisely what 
he is feeling; but nobody supposes that such screams, emotion
ally e":pressive as they are, constitute art, and the reason why 
they do not is presumably that the emotion e."'.-pressed and 

' communicated is not of the right kind. 
There is another objection, no less grave. All are agreed 
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that works of art vary in merit. Some arc of supreme imp,r· 
tance and endure through the ages; others live no lon!~cr 
than the year, sometimes than the month, which gave th~m 
birth. In general, it is often possible to say with an assurance 
ofv.ide agreement that of two works of art one is grc.1tcr th.:m 
the other, the operas of 11ozart than those of Sullivan, the 
p_ictures of Leonardo da Vinci than those of Sir ·Alfred 
Munnings, the recent President of the Royal Academy. 

Now there is little doubt that at any given moment wh:tt 
most human beings, and among human beings we must 
presumably include children, admire arc not great works of 
art. Most people arc bewildered by or indifferent to art, and 
prefer "musicals," jazz, swing, crooning, or whatever the latest 
fashion in light music may be, to the works of the gre:1t 
composers, and the bathing beauties on the covers of illustrated 
magazines to all the pictures in the National Gallery. 

Hence, if we arc to judge the value of a work of art by the 
degree and quality of the emotion which it succeeds in 
communicating, very few of the world's grc.1t works would 
survive the test; fewer still at the time of their first appc:~rance, 
since the accounts of the first reception of great works of art 
make it reasonably certain that at that time they succeeded 
in arousing emotions in numerically fewer brc:tsts than the 
contemporary equivalents oflight music and bathing hcautie.l. 
For it is not easy, except for those who arc specially gifted, to 
appreciate great works of art on their first appc:n-:tncc or 
hearing. In order that we may do so, we need training, 
practice and fhirly constant intercourse with great picturo 
and great music, until gradually our eyes arc opc_ncd :l.nd ot!r 
cars unsealed. Hence if we apply the only test wluch Toht~i}' s 
theory permits, the test of success in communicating cmotl''~· 
most of tltc world's acJ:nowlcdgcd wod;s of art would f.uL 
Tolstoy, incidentally, accepted this conclusion, and :~~;ertcd 
tltat because Russian folk songs had gi.,·cn ple:t.mrc to numcr• 
ically more people than had /lnm!d, thcr corutitute(! r,rc.•ter 
works of art. Apart from the f.•ct that this condu.non run~ 
counter to the general judf,_rmcnt of m:mkind, it !l~cm~ 
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reasonably certain that whatever it is that we mean when we 
say that this picture is more beautiful than that, what we do not 
mean is that, on counting heads, we found that fifty-one out 
of every hundred people who saw the two works preferred 
"this" to "that"; we do not, in other words, think that questions 
of artistic worth can be solved by statistical methods. 

For these reasons, when the question is asked, "what 
distinguishes the class of things that we call art or works of 
art from other things?", I prefer an answer of the first type, 
an answer which says, "it is the fact of their being beautiful," 
to an answer of the second type which says, "it is the fact of 
their being able to express and communicate emotion., 
The Power of Art 

I ought to justify the inclusion of this chapter in the present 
book by saying something about the power of art over the 
human spirit, but to do the theme justice would take me too 
far afield, since it would require some discussion of particular 
works of art. 

One of the most important things to notice about the power 
of art is the way in which great works continue to exert their 
influence through th~ ages. Scientific discoveries·which are 
of major importance at the time when they are made are 
superseded. Thus Newton's theory of gravitation has been 
superseded by Einstein's theory of relativity, and the nine
teenth century view that atoms were all of the same kind and 
were solid and indestructible, by the twentieth century 
concept of the atom as a sort of miniature solar system com
posed of electricity. Hence· the works of great scientists have 
value only as stages on the way to a goal which supersedes 
them. Broadly speaking, the achievements of generals, 
politicians, and statesmen have an importance only in their 
own time. These men win battles and elections;head govern
ments and make laws, but two hundred years later their 
battles are of interest only to the students of strategy, while 
the elections are forgotten and the laws superseded. Hence 
these people and their acts, great as they may have been, are 
like milestones which mankind passes on its way to something 
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else. But with works of art it is not so. The place which the•; 
occupy in the estimation of succeeding ages and the powe~ 
which they exercise over men's spirits are as great as the•· 
were in the age which produced them; indeed, their J>'')\\'C~ 
tends to increase with time, as they come to be better under· 
stood. The poems of Homer, for example, are as much loved 
to-day as when they were written some two thousand five 
hundred years ago, and the number of people who are thrilled 
by the music of Bach or who delight in the plays of Shakes· 
peare, does not grow less as the span of years which separat~ 
us from their creators-two hundred and fifty years and three 
hundred years respectively-continually widens. This truth 
has been put by the saying that a great work of art is "a 
possession for all time," by which is meant that people in all 
times will respond to it. 

The philosopher, Plato, thought art so important that he 
decided to exclude artists from his ideal State on the ground 
that they aroused emotions which are better left dorm:mt; 
as when, for c.-.c:ample, a hero in some tragedy makes a great 
lamentation continuing through many eloquent speeche1 
O\'er misfortunes which in real life the bra\'e man endure$ in 
silence and takes credit for enduring in silence, maintaininr: 
a stiff upper lip. Plato also thought that most artists only 
make copies or imitations of things, painters of people and 
places, poets and tragic ,.,·ritcrs of the scenes and events tho:r 
describe. Hence, Plato thought, artists and poets turn the 
attention of man's spirit away from what is real and conct<n· 
trate it upon what is make-believe, nourishing it, therefore, 
on illusion. 

I mention this view of Plato's, not because I am here co:t· 
cemcd to enquire into its truth or f.'llsity, but bec."lme of tl•-= 
testimony it offers to his recognition of the power of art o .. ·er 
man's spirit. 

Tht Ejjuts r:if Art. ~\fusic 

Can we say anything about the n:tture of art•, df~t~? 
Verv little for the effects arc too v;triow to permit o! :tr.y . ' 
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manageable classification. This is particularly true of great 
music. :Music can be listened to in many different ways. You 
can float away in a day-dream on a sea of sound, and your 
day-dream may be glorious, thrilling, wistful or sentimental
though usually delightful; you see yourself in a hundred 
ennobling situations, leading lost causes, capturing single
handed the enemies' guns, rescuing the maiden, magnani
mously forgiving on your death-bed those who have \\Tonged 
you, and so on. But all these emotions that you feel in your 
day-dream are of the same kind as those that are aroused in 
you by life, although you enjoy a magnified and glorified 
version of them. In experiencing these visions and emotions 
you are being introduced only to yourself, though to a 
glorified version of yourself. But in addition to these emotions, 
music also produces an emotion which is unique and peculiar 
to itself, the emotion we feel for certain patterns and com
binations of sound. And because it is unique and peculiar to 
music, we can really say nothing about it, because to say 
something about it would be to describe it in terms of some 
other emotion, and this, if it is unique, could not be done 
\\ithout falsifying it. But we do know that it is thrilling and, 
when once we have experienced music in this way, we know 
that this emotion, the emotion which is peculiar to music, 
is the only thing about music that really matters. The best 
description of music heard in this way that I l.."llow is that of 
the English diarist, Samuel Pepys, who was the founder of 
the English Civil Service. "It ravished me," he \\Tote, "and, 
indeed, in a word, did \\Tap up my soul so that it made me 
really sick, just as I have formerly been when in love \\ith 
my \\ife." 

A curious thing about great music is that it is limited both in 
space and time. Bach, Scarlatti and Handel were all born in 
1685; Beethoven died in 182;, Schubert in 1828; in belween 
came Haydn and Mozart. Thus a very large proportion of 
the world's greatest music was composed in about a hundred 
and fifty years in a comparatively small area of Central 
Europe l}ing between the Rhine and the Danube. 
G 
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Painting 
Unlike music, painting by its nature requires to be if 

something. It must, that is to say, be in the form of a rcp:t· 
sentation of some subject--of a person say, ~n event, a land· 
scape or of geometrical shapes. .Moreover, althou;;h thi.> 
element of representation may not be the most import:\nt 
clement in the picture, it has usually been regarded as having 
considerable importance; the subject of the picture must, it 
has been held, be recognizable. In our o·wn age, hO\\'C\'Cr, 
many painters have reduced this clement of rcprcscnt:ttion of 
a subject almost to zero, <tnd present in their pictures collec
tions of coloured shapes and geometrical designs; or they 
paint recognizable objects in fantastic juxtapositions-h:mch 
growing out of sardine tins or bus tops, or pianos whose l:eys 
arc eyes. In general it may be said-this is, of course, a 
personal though fairly widely held view-that no paintings 
of this type have up to the present reached the highest Jc\·d 
of artistic worth. They may, of course, do so. 

But though the painting must be a painting of a subject, 
it is not in the subject's accurate portrayal thott the excellence 
of the painting lies. If it did lie in this, a coloured pl:oto;rJph 
might well be considered the highest kind of pictorial :trt, 
precisely because it would be the most fltithful of rcprcscnw· 
tions. Nor, indeed, is it easy to say in ·what rcsp~cts d1e 
paintings of some of the great Dutch artists, of Vcnntcr f.x 
example, who hnd a wondcrfi1l power of so portrayins the 
interiors of rooms that his pictures seem to the a\·cragc eye 
precise realistic reproductions in two dimensions of ~ r00m, 
differ from coloured photographs. Yet they do differ, ~inct 
they ha\'c the power of mo,;ing us intensely, and giving gr(~1t 
and continuous dcli!!ht while coloured photo~~raph-: ha.,.c rv•t. 

0 ' v ,. ••• 

11tcrc must, therefore, obviously be other dcrnc:nu w!ltc!z 
enter into the pkturc besides the purclr rcpre!<::rH::l.lifJn.,l. 
There nrc, for example, the arti.~t's temperament:~! (;: 
emotional nttitude to"·ard.> what 111:: is p<>:"tr;tj·in:_~; tho:= 
cmph:\!':is which he pbcts up(;n ~orne p~trticul:1r c4d (J: tr:o:: 
!Cr.:nc reprcs~n~nl, as l:t: ll1:1Y deckle w thro<,o; one p:~rt or I! 
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into high relief and soft-pedal another; his endeavour to 
present the contents of his picture in such a way as will bring 
their intrinsic beauty into prominence even, it may be, at the 
expense of accurate representation of all the details, and so on. 
The questions here raised are difficult, and I cannot pursue 
them further. I must content myself with draning attention 
to the fact that though the picture must be representative of 
something, the pleasure we obtain from it lies less in its 
accuracy as a representation than in the combination of 
structure, design, light and colour that it presents. This fact 
is at first sight very puzzling. It is only when we have seen a 
considerable number of pictures that we realize that it is, 
indeed, a fact. When we first look at pictures, we look to see 
what they are of, and we enjoy them, in so far as we do enjoy 
them, because we are interested iri the scene portrayed, a 
battle for example or a hunted stag, and admire the artist's 
skill in portraying it. It is only when we have grown used to 
pictures that we realize that though they must in some degree 
be like life, their value, that is to say, that in them which 
excites emotion in us, does not lie in or depend upon the 
degree of their likeness. 
~{any of the world's great pictures were painted in Italy 

and Holland between the years 1400 and 1600, and in France 
from the middle of the eighteenth century onwards. 

Literature 
The power ofliterature is more '•arious than that of painting 

and music. In fact, its variety is infinite, since literature 
reflects every aspect ofhuman e."perience and appeals to e\·ery 
side of human nature. It can charm us \\itl1 its beauty, as in 
lyric poetry, ennoble us with its grandeur as in great drama, 
especially tragedy, move us to delighted laughter as in comedy, 
rouse us to a frenzy of indignation at the follies or ilie wicJ:ed
ness of mankind as in satire, and in works of imaginative 
idealism imbue us with the determination to mould tl1e world 
as it is nearer to the world as it might be, or inspire us 
with the ambition to achieve our heart's desire. 
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Shakespeare and Keats arc names which might stand ns 
representatives of the literature of the first kind; Sophocles, 
Racine and again Shakespeare of the second; ?\folii:rc, 
Aristoph;mes and again Shakespeare of the third; Voltaire, 
Swift and Shaw of the fourth; Shelley, Blake and again Shaw 
of the fifth. 

There arc many theories as to the nature of the eficcts 
produced by and of the delight that we take in great 
literature. 'Vhy, for example, do kindly, everyday people 
who when they meet it in their daily lives deplore suffering, 
and will put themselves to much trouble and inconvenience 
to stop it, delight in tragedies, in J\facbct!z or lfaml(t for 
e.xamplc, which arc full of suffering, and in which the char
acters betray, poison, stab, and in general behave abominably 
to one another. 1'-..Jorcovcr, to return to Plato's point,1 how the 
characters in a tragedy dilate on their misfortunes and 
infirmities! In ordinary life, if something goes wrong with 
you-you have had a blow, we will say, it may be physical, 
a hockey ball has hit you on the knee, or psychological, your 
girl has just turned you down-you try to make as light of it 
as possible. Indeed, you have been trained to rnetkc light of 
it, to keep a stiff upper lip and not, as we sety, to cry over 
spilt milk. But in a tragedy people who have hetd a blow 
metkc speeches of, it may be, a hundred lines in length 
which arc full of self-pity, explaining to everybody who is 
prepared to listen to them how everybody and everything is 
against them.-Hamlct, for example, scarcely ever seems to 
stop scolding and complaining-and not onl>· arc we expected 
to admire them, but we do admire them and hold 1/r.mhl ;md 
.\facbrth to be among the world's greatest plays. 

"'hy? A well-known answer to the quc.<;tion sug<;csted 
by the Greek philosopher, Aristotle, is that we: enjor !'>tcin~~ 
tl.!gcdics on the stage because they draw off, :1$ it were, our 
surr>lus supplie$ of emotion, more p:lrticularly, of thr.: emotion.~ 
of pity and fear which :trc continually wdlin~ up wi:hin m, 
and which, if no outlet is found for them, will make m nervy 
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attractive way of spending the afternoon. There is a book br 
11rs. Gaskell called Cranford. It is chicH)• about two maiden 
ladies of uncertain age and restricted means, lhing in a sm:ui 
country town over a hundred years ago. Read it before you 
yourself go to call, if ever you do, on your old ladies, and you 
,.,;n feel more interested in and sympathetic towards them 
than before, precisely because you will find them so much 
more interesting and realize so much more of their hopes and 
troubles. You will see more in them and get more out of 
them than you would have done, if you had not read Mrs. 
Gaskell's book. 

You arc, we \'rill suppose, in love for the first time, exciting 
enough in itself, no doubt, but if you read one of tlte gre."l.t 
stories of first love, Lorna Doone by Blackmore, for C."'Cample, or 
Richard Fturtl by Meredith, you will find your own experi
ences even richer and more wonderful than thcr were before, 
precisely because a great novelist can make you realize wh:'t 
perhaps you could not have wholl}• realized for yourself, the 
beauty and romance of first love. Lorna Doont, by the way, 
can also give you an insight into English history in the seven
teenth century, help you to realize the wildness of Exmoor 
before the motor age, and to feel what it is like to be out in 
a great snow stonn. I am not saying tltat you cannot :tpprc
ciate these things for yourself; mcrclr that when Blackmore 
has shown them to you, your appreciation of tltem will be 
keener and richer titan it was before. 

The feelings of a woman who has run away from her hu~
b::md, gone to lh·e with the man she loves and been persecuted 
U}' society for doing so, may not seem to }"OU of \"try great 
interest. But when thcr arc portrayed by the m:tstcr h;md or 
a great nO'\:dist, by Tolstoy in Anna Kam:ir.a, the:;: become 
so real that I defr anybodr not to be moved in hb very 
soul bv the drama of the story. In Wcr cr.d Ptcu~ again, 
Tolsto~· will convev to you with such unforgettable vi-..idne1 
what it is like to i,c a !l)ldir:r that you will think you h;wc 
unclergrmc 6\t second hand the whole range of r.x~rience 
th:~.t f.•ll to the lot of a fighting man before, during and after 
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-the battle. You will be swayed by his hopes, ~hare his moments 
of triumph, feel to the full his agonizing terrors. 

Or let me take an example that comes home to me person
ally. I am fond of the country, fond particularlr of walking 
in it, not on roads, but across country. But I am compar
atively ignorant of country things, of the names of different 
kinds of trees and flowers and of the appearances of the 
different birds. There are only a few birds tltat I can recognize 
by their song. 

And so, when I am going to spend any length of time in 
the country, or even before going for a country walk, I fall to 
reading the works of one of the great English writers on the 
country, of v..,r, H. Hudson, for example, or Thomas Hardy. 
Thomas Hardy does not just tell you that natural processes 
are going on. He describes them with a loving particularity 
of detail, telling you how, for e.xample, you can at night 
deduce what kind of grass covers the side of a down from 
the noise which the wind makes as it blows through it. You 
or I might be content to say that Tess in Tess of the D'Urbm-illcs 
walked through the bottom of a rank garden in July to meet 
her lover, but in Hardy we read, "She went stealthily as a cat 
through this profusion of growth, gathering cuckoo-spittle on 
her skirts, cracking snails that were underfoot, staining her 
hands with thistle milk and slug slime, and rubbing off upon 
her naked arms the stid."Y blights which, though snow-white 
on the apple tree trunks, made blood-red stains on her skin." 

Such writing opens your eyes to nature, and enables you to 
see far more in it and to find more scope for your interest and 
even love, than you could have found for yourself. 

And now I see that I have fallen into the mistake against 
which I warned myself. I ha\·e said tl1at the effects produced 
by literature are infinite in their variety, yet now, by choosing 
two or three of these effects because they h:tppencd to be c."'..Sy 
to describe, and dwelling on some of them in detail bcc.1u~c 
they appeal to me personally, I am suggesting by implic.1.tion 
that these arc the on[)' Yaluablc effects of literature. If there 
are si.'> reasons for a course of action, and you dwell on two 
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of them and two only, you suggest by implication that the 
other four arc not important. 1-.Icntion one and you ought, 
it is ot)\·ious, to mention all; but to mention all, I have neither 
the skill nor the space. 

I know we11, however, that among the most notable of the 
effects I have not mentioned is the strangeness of literLtturc and 
the power that it has of appealing to your curiosity and 
wonder-"Once upon a time . . . . ." the fairy stories mcd 
to begin, or "One winter's evening about five o'clock, just as 
dusk was f.1lling ..... " the adventure story starts, and if it 
is a good story, you can't take your nose out of the book but 
go on reading to the end, simply because you must kno·w 
what happened. And here we touch upon the importance of 
the plot upon whose c..-xccllcnce the appeal of story telling in 
the last resort depends. 

And then there arc the people, the characters. The novelist 
creates a little world of people whose feclin6rs for and reactions 
upon one another he chronicles. In everyday life the rcl:ltions 
between people arc blurred by numberless unimportant 
details or cut across br irrelevant happenings, so tltat you nre 
repelled by the woman you love because she hns a cold and 
a red nose, or feel quite affectionately disposed to the man 
you dislike because you have just beaten him at chess. But in 
a novel, you can observe the relations between people in ;:til 
their purity with little irrelevances like the red nose and the 
\'ictory at chess stripped away. 

Finall;-, there is the touch of magic with which grc;lt 
literature can work upon us, magic who5e appeal to m is no 
more <'-Xplicablc than is our feeling for bc:wty. Pcrhap~ at 
bottom it i.s our feeling for beauty in another gui..~c. When 
the poet wrircs:-

"Thc curfew tolls the knell of puling day, 
The luwing herd wind slowly o'er the le:t, 
The pl(Juf;hman homeward plods hi.~ weary w.1y, 
And Jca\'cs the: world to darkncs3 and to me," 

there is mo:-c th:m the evoc.'"ttion of a pk~~:mt cr.mntry ~ccr:e, 
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more than the desire to know what the poet is gomg to do 
with the empty world which has been left to him. Some 
magic has been let loose which in my case sends a little thrill 
of pleasure dmvn the spine. 

This, then, is an inadequate, a most inadequate, account 
of some of the many and various pleasures that people derive 
from literature, so that a good book is for them one of the 
best and most repaying companions that they can take with 
them through life. 



CHAPTE.R VIU 

THE RELIGIOUS VlE\V OF THE UNIVERSE 

From time to time during the expositions of the preceding 
chapters we have come within sight of the problem of religion. 
On a number of occasions questions have been raised to which 
no answer could be 1:,Jivcn, poin~ reached from which no 
progress could be made; unlcs.~ we came to some provisional 
conclusion as to whether the religious view of the univcne 
is true. 

Thus, at the end of Chapter IV1 I suggested that the answen 
to questions relative to the future of our civilization, perhaps 
even to the future of the human race, depended in the last 
resort on w11ctl1er the universe is mindless and haphazard, or 
whether it has been created by a mind in pursuance of a 
purpose, of which purpose man is a part. I also hinted that 
what is called the cyclical tlu~ory of civilization could not be 
true, if Christianity were true. In Chapter VI one of the 
most important arguments adduced against !\Jaterialism was 
that, while the notions of self-created and eternally c..•dsting 
matter were almost, if not quite inconceivable, that of sdf
crC4'1ted or eternally existing mind, though difficult, was not 
inconceivable. Thus the answer ,.,.·hich we gh·c to the question, 
is religion true in respect of most of what it asserts, dctr.rmine1 in 
the long run the answers we gi\'c to a large number of other 
questions with some of which we ha\'c been confronted in thi.! 
book. To the question, is religion true, ·we must, then, now turn. 

Tl:t Rtl(~io:u J'it:t! of tl:t Unirmr 
\\'hat, in essence, docs the religious view of thl'! unh·r:ne 

:\!!Scrt? The question is not e.as)· to answer because the world'~ 
grc.'lt religions, Mohammcdani!m1 Buddhism, Hr~1hminhrnr 

1 5<-e C!J. I\', P:'>· 5~. oo 
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Confucianism, Taoism, and Christianity, are far from being 
unanimous on essential points. Thus Brahminism, or Hindu
ism as it is sometimes called, believes in reincarnation-the 
introduction of the same soul or spirit into a succession of 
different bodies-while Christianity does not. Christianity 
believes that the individual person or, more precisely, the soul 
of the individual person is immortal; Buddhism docs not, 
since it looks forward to the absorption of the individual 
consciousness into an all-embracing universal consciousness, 
as the waters of a river are ultimately absorbed into the sea. 

In general, however, the great religions agree in holding 
that the familiar world of earth and sea and sh.-y and things 
and people, that is to say, the world of things moving about 
in space and living and growing older in time, is not the only 
world, that this order of reality is not the only order of reality, 
but that there is another order not in space and not in time, 
which is in some sense the cause of and responsible for the 
familiar world, which will outlast it and which has greater 
worth than the familiar world. 

1M World of Things in Space and Time 

Let me develop the point about space and time. All material 
things are in space; that is to say, they have weight, length, 
breadth, and height and any one of them is nearer to or further 
away from, to the left or to the right of, any and all the otl1ers. 
We cannot imagine a material thing which is not in space. 
And equally, if there are any non-material things-wishes for 
example, thoughts, the obligation to do our duty, tl1e beauty 
of a picture or a piece of music-these are not in space. Hence 
a spaceless order of reality would be a non-material order. 

Similarly, everything we know in our c\·eryday famiHar 
order of reality is in time; it is, that is to say, growing older 
all the time. A pen, for example, or a piece ofp:1pcr, is at any 
given moment of time further from the time when it W;15 first 
made and nearer to the time when it will disintegrate .:md 
fall to pieces. And all of it is getting older all tl1e time. Als~ 
everything that happens to it is either after or before e-•ery 

I t '• 
!6;v 
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other happening or simultaneous with it. \\rc cannot, then, 
imagine a physical or mental happening which is not in time. 

\\'hen we try to conceive of things which arc not in time, 
we can picture them most easily in terms of mathematics. 
Thus we might say that the fact that a2 - b2 =(a+ b) (a- b) 
will at all times and to the end of time be a fact, prccisc:ly 
because the fact which the equation asscrLo; is not in time at 

all; similarly with the fact that the angles at the base of an 
isosceles triangle are equal. When we speak of a timclt..ss 
order of reality, we do not mean an order which will endure 
for a very long time indeed, as the nebulae will endure or the 
stars, and then come to an end or transform iL~clf into some
thing else; we mean an order which is not in time at all, such 
an order as that to which the algebraical and geometrical 
truths I have just cited belong. Hence, the: order of the 
uni\'crse whose existence religion affirms, though it mar 
manifest itself in and even create things in space, as God is 
supposed to have created this world, or enter into time ;u; 

God is supposed to have sent Christ into this world at a 
moment of time, is not itself either in space or time. 

It may be the case,. as the philosopher Kant held, that 
space and time belong no more trulr to the f.'lmiliar world 
which certainly apprars to contain them, than they do to the 
immaterial order of reality, the spacclc.ss and timdts~ order, 
whose c.xistcncc religion as-;crts. Space and time may, Kant 
thought, be just the ways in which we look at thin.(,rs, and we 
look at them like that because we cannot hc:lp but so do. 
Let us imagine that I am wearing a pair of blue ~pectaclc:5. 
Then everything that I sec will appear blue, not became it i.s 
blue, but because owing to the nature of my seeing app:1ratu .. ~. 
seeing it blue is a condition of my seeing it at all. i\ow kt 
us suppose that all people came into the world with pair11 
of blue spectacles pcrmancntlr aflixcd to the brid:;c:.~ of all 
noses. Then c\·crybadr would m.1.inrain that evcrrthin:; wa1 
blue, that bdng blue in f..1.ct wa.; a condition ()f a thin:~·s 
existing at aU, simply hcc:au~e nolx>-:lj' had ever !l'"en o!" CQ!I!rl 

ever !.(:C anything th;lt ,,·;t» not lJ!uc. And yt::t the h!w:ne:H 
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would not belong to things, but would be a quality which we 
had imposed upon them in the act oflooking at them. Kant's 
view, briefly, was that space and time were like pai~ of 
mental ~pectacles in the sense that they were characteristics 
which the mind of man imposes upon e\"erything which 
it knows in the familiar world as a condition of the mind's 
knowing it. They do not, if he is right, belong to things; 
they are a kind of framework which we impose upon them. 

However this may be with regard to the familiar world, 
it is not the case in regard to the order of reality whose 
existence religion asserts. This is outside space and time. 
Most religions, including Christianity whose teaching I shall 
mainly follow in this chapter, hold that this order is, or at any 
rate includes or contains a pe~on, God, who is both all power
ful and all knowing. (The words "includes" and "contains" 
suggesting, as they do, the way in which a programme includes 
its items or a box contains its contents, are misleading bec:mse 
they suggest a relation in space; but it is almost impossible 
for us to think and \\Tite and speak without making usc of 
words which suggest spatial metapho~.) Christianity further 
holds that at a particular moment in time God created the 
f.:'lmiliar world of things in space and time, including our 
bodies, but that while our bodies belong to the space-time 
world and their mo\"ements are determined by the laws that 
govern it, 1 and while parts of our mind may also so belong 
and be determined, we arc or we include in our total make-up 
an clement, the so-called spirit or soul,:! in respect of which 
we are membe~ of the other order of reality. and are, there
fore, eternal. This clement in or part of the mind, the l'pirit 
or soul, is also created by God; some ha\"C held that the soul 
is to be regarded as the c.xprcssion in us, of God Hitmdf 
being the part of us in respect of which we arc di\;ne; how
ever this may be, most religions arc agreed that it is the part 
of us in respect of which we are most akin to God. It is, 
therefore, the most important part of us. 

1 Sec Ch. V, pp. 61, 6:: 
2 Sec Ch. VII, pp. Sz, C2 ro:- the me of the!':: wo:-ds. 
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· God being wholly good, cannot be considered to wish, to 
intend or to make anything but what is good. He is not, 
therefore, responsible for the evil in the wor1d. Owing, 
however, to the evil which is in us, we arc constantly frw. 
trating His intentions and so bring evil into the world. 

Tlzc Afptcry of Evil 

Whence did the principle of evil which is in us arise? This 
is an c..xceedingly difficult question; indeed, it is more, it i.5 a 
mystery to which no satisfactory answer has ever been given. 
I will return to it in a moment. To continue with the teaching 
of Christianity, God made man wholly good-how, indeed, 
could He have done otherwise, since He is wholly good Him
sclf?-but man, nevertheless, departed or fell from this state 
of goodness and did evil. (All this is described in the BiLle in 
the language of mythology.) God, however, did not leave 
man alone in his evil doing, to stew, as it were, in his own 
juice. He caused an expression or embodiment of IIirmclf 
which the New Testament calls God's Son, Jesus Christ, to 
come into the world as a man some t\vo thousand years ;u~o. 

The significance of Christ's coming is broadly two-fold. 
First-and this is clear-to give man an example of what a 
good life is and how it should be lived, so that we should not 
have the excuse of saying that we did not know. Sccondl}'
and this is a more difficult conception and not fullr understt)(>d 
by the present writer-to take the sins of all mankind UJYm 
His own sh9uldcrs, and to c."\piatc them bj' I !i.'l volunwry 
suffering and s:-tcrificc, so that, how~vcr bad 'W(! m:~y ha..:c 
been, however bad we may yet be, God's fi>rgin·ne::<: \•.ill h~ 
c.xtcndcd to us, if we sincerclr ;t~k for it, because of Ghri:.t':t 
suffering and sacrifice on our behalf. 

This doctrine, which is known :15 the doctrine of the 
Atonement, is one of the most mysterious doctrine of Chri~
tianity. Some of its implicatiom are, however, pbin er:r,q;:l!. 
First, bcc;tusc of tbe t:".:il inhcrcut in man we mu~t not m tint 
world c.'=pcct to be very h;'lppy. nnr can we ~tlpp0~C t!1::t rn.,n·$ 
communities, th0ur,h tltcy m:ly inr.rc:1~e m matcn:!l t~J~~rr 
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and comfort, will become noticeably morally or spiritual!)· 
better than they have been in the past or arc in the present. 
This disposes of the notion of progress, the notion, namely, 
that the life of man on the earth will tend gradually to get 
better and happier through, for example, the wise usc of the 
powers which have been conferred upon us by science; it 
also disposes of what is called Utopianism, that is, the view 
that in some one or more human communities at some time 
in the future something like perfection will be achieved, 
perfection in this connection meaning the disappearance of 
poverty, ignorance, strife and injustice and the reign of 
universal happiness, peace, intelligence and goodwill. 

Secondly, if the soul of man is immortal and if God wishes 
us ultimately to achieve complete Yirtue and happiness, as 
having regard to His own goodness He must necessarily do, 
some of us at any rate will presumably in the end achieve this 
condition, but not in this world and not on this plane of 
reality. Christianity puts this mythologically by the doctrine 
of Heaven and of man's salvation in Heaven. But since most 
of us are unable to conceive of perpetual happiness and 
unflawed virtue, or indeed of any tolerable way of getting 
through life which does not involve our bodies, their desires 
and the satisfaction of their desires, we have nc\·cr been able 
to form any satisfactory conception of Heaven. 

The case of Hell, however, is different. The doctrine of 
Hell is one of the most unsatisC:1.ctory parts of Christianity. 
There is no doubt that many Christians have bclic\·ed that if 
men continued in their wickedness, and did not C\·en try to 
be better, they would be punished eternally in hell. Christian 
writers, for e.xamplc, Dante, who h:wc found themselves 
unable to give any satisf.>ctory account of Hc:wcn, ha\·e 
painted the physical tortures of Hell with great p:1rticubrity, 
feeling, apparently, a delight in the thought of the eYcrlasting 
torments of the wicked. 

Few people now believe in the e."istcncc of Hell as a place 
where the wicked arc physically tortured, but the belief is 
still strong among Christians that it is possible for a m:m to 
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live in such a way that he can be "damned," that is to s~y, 
condemned to lh·e in a state of misery eternally without any 
possibility of reprieve. 

How much is Credible? 

How much of all this can a young man growing up in the 
middle of the twentieth century find it possible to believe? 
.Most will answer "very little." 'Ve live .in an irreligious age, 
and we are not prepared' to accept the existence of things that 
we cannot sec and touch, or to believe in propositions that we 
cannot verify and pro\·e. These habits of mind arc largely 
due to science which has had the effect of making people 
think that only the things that they can see and touch arc 
real and that whatever is true is in theory demonstrable by 
observation and experiments of the kind that take place in a 
laboratory. 

Now Christianity, it is obvious, is not true in this sense; 
it is also obvious that it maintains the e:~Cistcnce of a great deal 
that we cannot see and touch. Some parts of Christianity, 
moreover, for example the doctrines of the Fall and of the 
Atonement, arc mysterious, and cannot be completely under
stood by reason. Hence Christianity, in common with other 
forms of religion, must be accepted, if it is accepted at all, at 
least in part by f."tith. Now to accept a doctrine by fi\ith 
means, I take it, that if on general grounds we think th;\t the 
parts we understand pro\·idc a f.'lirlr plausible account of our 
c.xpericncc as a whole and a fi1irly plau~ihlc c.<tpbnatirm of 
the unh·crsc, then we shall be prepared to take on trmt thn·;e 
parts of it which pass our understanding, to give it the h~udit 
of the doubt where it i!> doubtful and to helic\'C that d•'·~r. 
things which it leaves unexplained are, ne\•crdtdes:;, in thr.t>r)" 
c:'l:pl:1inable in terms of the doctrine. 

One thin~~ seems reasrm:tbly certain, and th::~t is that tht: 
trurh :1hnut the universe is bound to be rnptcri()m to U'> and 
to p:t~• the bounds of our prt.">e-nt uw.ler'St:tndin~~· It jP, .t:c!u~ary 
in this ronnr-ction to lw.:lr in mind th~ fir;urc~ whirh imli~:~ur. 
the cnmp:'lr:tti\·c ~hortne.,~ of man's p:t~t and th~> C"ri'>Wl'I~J~ 
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length of his future, given in a previous chapter.l If we were 
really to understand very much of the universe, what, one 
wonders, would be left to our descendants to employ their 
understandings upon during all those millions of yc.1.rs in 
which man, it may be supposed, will continue to live and to 
think? 

However, there are very real difficulties in Christianity as, 
indeed, there are in all forms of religion. Perhaps the greatest 
is that attaching to the notion of e\il. If God is good and 
created the world, how did evil creep into it? 

The Christian View of Evil 
The explanation usually given by Christianity is briefly as 

follows:-
There is no merit in doing good and acting rightly, if you 

cannot help yourself. A race of automata, even if they were 
wholly virtuous automata, who never felt or acted othen\;se 
than in the best possible way, would have no moral worth. 
They would be like stones which roll down hill because they 
cannot help it, or like tigers who devour their prey bec.1.use 
that is their nature. We should no more think of praising 
them than of praising the stones or blaming the tigers. Hence, 
in order that human beings can achieve 'wirtue, they must be 
in some sense free. Now freedom means freedom to chome, 
to choose wrong as well as to choose right; but if there wcrc 
no such thing as wrong, there would be no possibility of 
choosing it. Or perhaps \\TOng consists in the mere f.1ct of 
not choosing to do what is right, when we could ha\·e done so. 
All this is involved in the saying that freewill is a condition 
of morality. 

Why Did God Crt aft tht World? 

One of the advantages of iliis kind of c.-.:planation is th:J.t 
it enables us to give some sort of answer to the que..~tion, 
why did God create the world. There is a famous argument 
in Plato's philosophy whkh runs something like this:-

t ~ ... e Ch. IT, p. zz 
H 
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a perfect being would have no motive to create; for all 
creation implies the bringing into existence of what U'I1J r.'! 
before, implies, therefore, change. Now change is either for 
the better or for the worse. If it were for the better, then the 
fact that somebody v.illed the change would mean that there 
was some degree of good, namely, that in which the better
ment resulting from the change consisted that was Jacking 
before, before, that is to say, the occurrence of the change 
which the creation of the world brought about. Therefore, 
God was not perfect to begin with. If for the worse, then to 
will that something should be caused to be which is worse 
than what exists already is the act of an evil and not of a 
good being. If God could not voluntarily change either for the 
better or for the worse, He could not \\ill that alteration of affairs 
which creation entails and He could not, therefore, create. 
Therefore, Plato argued, God did not create this world. 

To this the Christian has an answer. It is to the effect that 
virtue and love are goods. Therefore the increase of virtue 
and of love is a good. Hence, the more morally virtuous and 
loving creatures there are, the better. Therefore, in creating 
free moral beings, God is creating the conditions in which the 
amount of virtue and love in the universe are c:.'lpable of 
being increased, and God creates these conditions, even if, in 
doing so, He must take a risk, the risk being that the free 
moral beings may choose evil and not good, in which case, 
presumably, the amount of \-irtue and love in the uni•:crs~ 
·would be diminished. God, according to the Christian \iew, 
is prepared to take this risk and sent his Son into the world 
in order to diminish the chance that what is in effect an 
c."Cperiment might f.'lil. 

Hence, God's object in cre.'lting the world is to increase the 
total amount of good as e."Cprcssed in the virtue of free, moral 
beings who had the chance to go ,.,Tong and did not take it, 
and in the lo\'e of frccl~· Jo\ing beings whose love is !Ji .. ·en to 
God, their Cr~tor. Such beings also pro-..ide objeCts f?r 
God's own Io .. ·e, so that the amount of Jove in the unh·e:se u, 
as it were, increased from both sides. 
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Tliis gives an answer which is at least comprehensible to 
the question, why did God create the universe. 

Difficulties in the Christian View 

Nevertheless, the view just described is open to serious 
difficulties. Let us again consider the problems of e\·il. Sup
pose that we take the line indicated above that e'lril must 
exist in order that beings who have free will may be able 
freely to choose it, or, alternatively, that evil consists simplr 
in the fact of their willing to choose something other than the 
best possible. Does not the difficulty nevertheless remain? 
For how could evil exist to be chosen, unless there were evil 
already present in the univers~:< prior to the choice? Or how 
could men choose wrongly unless the seeds of C\il, the evil 
that is expressed in their choices, were already implanted in 
them? In the first event, assuming that the world was created by 
a good God, where, we must ask, did the evil in the world come 
from? In the second, assuming that man was created by a good 
God, we must still ask, where did the evil in man come from. 

The Two Principles 
Many have found these difficulties to be so ovem·hclmin~ 

that they have postulated not one but two principles in the 
universe, one good and the other evil. The unh•erse, on this 
view, is the stage on which the two principles struggle for 
mastery and the struggle goes on continuously. Both prin
ciples are present in the heart of man. Such, broadly, is the 
contention of the religion of Zoroastrianism; such, the view 
of !vfanichaeism, an heretical offshoot of Christianity. Thi.o; 
view has the advantage of enabling us to understand ho\'r 
evil can be present both in the universe and also in our own 
hearts, by insisting that evil was, as it were, there to bc,;in 
with. It has, howe\'er, always been frowned upon by Chris
tianity, partly because of its pessimism, since it gi\·cs no 
assurance of the ultimate victory of good; on the contr:~.ry, 
the struggle between good and C\'il ";n, if this ,;cw is co:-rect, 
continue indefinitely. 
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Moreover, many minds find it difficult to conceive of the 
universe as being an embodiment or expression of two funda· 
mental principles. Why, they ask, just two? \Vhy not three 
or four or twenty·three? 

I do not myself find much difficulty in this view; on the 
contrary, it seems to fit in with the notion of creation, as we 
experience creation on the every day level of the familiar 
world in the work of artists. The creations of artists arc 
always creations in something, something, that is to say, which 
is other than the creator and his intentions. The musician 
creates in sound, the artist in paint, the sculptor in stone; 
even the poet and dramatist must use words as their medium, 
words which are other than the ideas which they express in 
them. Hence God, if His creating is in any degree like the 
creating with which we are acquainted, needs the brute 
physical stuff, whatever it is, of which the universe consists 
and has eternally consisted, to work with in order that his 
creative ideas may take shape. If we proceed to think of this 
stuff as artists think of their material, as being intractable 
and frustrating the full realization of the creator's intentions, 
we shall be within sight of a possible c.xplanation of the 
existence of evil. God, on this view, does the best He can 
with the material in which He has to work. 

However, this, I repeat, is not the Christian view which 
insists that in the beginning there was only God, and offers 
as its ultimate c.xplanation of the existence of evil, in so f."lr 
as it does offer an e.xplanation, the myth of a fallen angel, 
Satan or Lucifer, as he is sometimes called. Among the 
angels who existed initially together with God was one, Sa.tan, 
who rebelled against God and was cast down from Heaven. 
God, according to the myth, endows him, at any rate tempo· 
rarity, with the power to tempt men and to lead them astray, 
so that in struggling against temptation their moral characters 
may be strengthened and developed. 

But this explanation, in so far as it is an e.xplanation, only 
puts tlte difficulty back in time. How, we asJ:ed originally, if 
the universe is the creation of God who is wholly good, could 
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evil appear in it? How, we now ask in relation to the myth 
of Satan, if the angels were created wholly good, could one 
of them conceive the intention of rebelling against God, an 
intention which, if God is wholly good, must itself be evil? 
The notion that God made Satan evil in order to set the 
whole moral system of the universe in motion is untenable, 
because it presupposes, once again, that God is Himself not 
perfect; for to introduce evil into a world that knew it not is 
not the act of a perfect being. 

In the last resort we must, I am afraid, give up the attempt 
to find any completely satisfactory explanation of evil \\ithin 
the frame\\-'ork of the Christian view of the universe. This 
is one of the great difficulties, perhaps the greatest, of 
Christianity. 

And there is another. According to the account at which 
we have glanced, evil arises from men's misuse of the gift of 
freewill. It is because, having the freedom to choose, we 
choose \'rTongly that evil occurs. Now consider pain. Pain, 
more particularly physical pain, is an undoubted evil; some, 
for example those who have been tortured, regard it as the 
greatest evil that there is. The explanation we are considering 
covers the fact of human pain reasonably well by asserting 
that pain results from the evil that man has brought into the 
universe by his \\Tong choices and his \\TOng actions. Even 
the pains of illness, it might be argued, would never occur if 
men had always lived rightly and had never abused and 
misused their bodies. 

So far, so good. But as we now know1 there was life upon 
the earth for hundreds of millions of years before man 
appeared. Throughout all that period the animals were 
preying upon one another, eating one another, tearins one 
another and perishing of wounds and hunger. Durins all that 
time, then, there was pain and pain, we are agreed, is an e\-il. 
Now this evil cannot be ascribed to the fhct of human wid:ed
ness; for mankind did not yet exist. I do not know of any 
satisfactory answer to this difficulty. 

t See Ch. II, p. 22 
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The Need for an Explanation 
So much having been said about the difficulties-and there 

are many upon which I have not touched-what is to be said 
on the other side? First, the human mind craves for an explana
tion. There must, we cannot help but think, be some reason 
(a) why there is a world at all and (b) why the world is such 
as it is. Now religion's trump card is that it does provide us 
with some sort of explanation. 

Let me, first, make nvo points in regard to the nature of 
o..-planation with particular reference to its relation to science. 
(i) Science does not explain. It puts back in time the thing 
to be explained. 
(iif Science does not tell us why; it tells us how. I will take 
each point in tum. 

(i) Let me take as an instance some particular fact-the 
weather, for example, as it is at the present moment. It is, 
we will suppose, raining. Why? The science of meteorology 
will tell us that this is because at a certain density and tem· 
perature clouds tum into rain. Why, then, this density and 
this temperature and why the presence of these clouds at 
these particular points of time and space? Answer, because 
a depression is deepening somewhere in the middle of the 
Atlantic and moving easnvards. Why is it doing so? Because 
an isobar or an isotherm-! know nothing of meteorology 
and am, of course, inventing these answers, my interest being 
in theform and not the details of the account-is or was present 
in mid-Atlantic some days ago. Why was it? Answer, because 
the ice cap round about the North Pole was unusually early 
(or perhaps unusually late) in breaking up this year. Why 
was it? I do not even know the form of the answer to tlus 
question, but it would presumably specify some condition 
prior in time to the breaking up of the ice cap which c.'\ used 
it to take place unusually early (or late). 

And the cause of that condition? It is obvious, is it not, 
that we c.'ln go back and back in time, accounting for c~ch 
phenomenon by specifying some previous condition ,~·~uch 
produced it, until we come to the condition or set of condJUOn5 
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prevailing on or near the -earth's surface when the earth was 
first separated, a white-hot mass of flaming gaseous_ matter, 
from the sun. And the cause of that separation? We do not 
know, except that it was probably due to the approach of 
another star. And the cause of the approach of the other 
star? This we certainly do not know. 

Vve can now see what is meant by saying that a scientific 
explanation does not really explain. It substitutes for the 
thing initially to be explained some other thing; it puts that 
other thing which now requires to be explained back in point 
of time, and it goes on doing this indefinitely. 

(ii) Secondly science tells us only what we observe or can 
in theory observe. It tells us, for example, that water at sea 
level boils at 2 I 2 degrees Fahrenheit. Why does it boil at this 
temperature? The answer presumably is that at a high tem
perature the molecules composing the water fly further apart 
and move faster. Why do they behave like this? We do not 
know. Neither do we know why the effect of their doing so 
should be to produce steam. We can only say that that is the 
way the world is made and that is the way thin_gs happen. 

Science again-to revert to some of the matters discussed 
on earlier pages-can, given variations, C.'>plain the causes of 
evolution reasonably well;1 but why arc there variations? \\'c 
cannot say. \Ve can ascribe them to mutations of the germ 
plasm2, but that, surely, is only another way of putting back 
in time the thing to be explained. \\'b.y are there mutations 
in the germ plasm? We do not know. 

Science again can describe to us the machinery of sensation. 
Here are the sense organs, the receptor nervous system which 
runs from the sense organs to the brain and the brain cells
all of them describable in physical terms. Now, we ha\'e, it 
is obvious, feelings and sensations-the feeling of pain, for 
example, from a prick, the sensation of seeing a colour. 
Science can tell us how this machinery works. A ~cries of 
nervous impulses analysable in the last resort in terms of tl1c 
movement of electrical charges, passes along the telegraph 

I :md 2 See Ch. II, pp. 2-1-, 25 and 29 (footno:e). 
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\vires of the receptor nervous system, which run to the brain 
from the sense organ affected-from the surface of the skin 
which the pin pricks, from the retinas of the eyes when the 
light from the coloured object strikes them. Science, again, 
can tell us something of the disturbances which take place in 
the incredibly elaborate mass of cells which constitute the 
brain. These, too, arc analysable in terms of the movements 
of pieces of matter, the sort of movements, therefore, of which 
physics and chemistry can between them give a full account. 
But no kind of physical movement or chemical process is in 
the least like feeling a pain, seeing a colour or hearing a sound, 
and why the occurrence of such movements and processes 
should be followed by these psychological or mental effects we 
do not know, nor can science tell us. Thus science is only 
organized explanation. 'Ve notice that first one thing happens 
and then that a second follows it; we notice further that 
provided that the circumstances and conditions arc the same, 
whenever a thing similar to the first thing occurs, then a thing 
similar to the second follows it. Hence a scientific law as, for 
example, the law that water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit, is 
simply a statement to the effect that on an immense number 
of occasions such observations have in fact been made. 

On the basis of the law, and assuming that the same causes 
will have in the future the same effects as they had in the 
past, we can predict what will occur. Moreover, by altering 
the conditions and causes, we can modify what will occur so 
that it will be conformable with our desires. But in telling 
us what happens, science docs not tell us w~ it happens as it 
docs. It docs not, then, really provide us with an c.1tplanation.1 

Yet, as I ha\'c said, the human mind craves for an e.-cplana
tion. There must, it insists, be some reason why things happen 
as they do. Now religion does provide an explanation in this 
sense. The Christian religion, for example, says that the 
world is as it is bcc.•use God created it. ~·Ian is as he is 
because God created him and man behaves as he docs becm1sc, 
desiring in His goodness and love that man should nchicvc 

1 1l1~e points were made by Socr:ttes in the fifth century he!' ore Cilri~t. 
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virtue by his own efforts and that the amount of goodness and 
love in the universe should, therefore, be increased, God gave 
man freewill. There are evil and suffering in the world 
because man bas misused this gift. Nevertheless, by dint of 
struggling against and trying to overcome this evil, by virtue 
of undergoing the suffering, our characters may be improved
it does not, of course, follow that they will be impro\·ed-and 
as a result we may become fit to take our places in a different 
and better order of e.U5tence which awaits us after death; 
or it may be that this order may be most appropriately 
conceived as a timeless order existing neither in the present, 
past nor future. This world, then, is most properly to be 
regarded as a kind of spiritual training ground which is 
designed to try and so to strengthen our moral natures as a 
gymnasium is designed to try and strengthen our physical 
bodies. It is not, therefore, designed to make us happy and 
we must not, then, e.xpect to be very happ}' here or happy, 
when we are happy, for very long. 

Now this explanation may be wholly mistaken or you may 
not like it; but it is at least an explanation in the sense that, 
if it is true, it does answer the question, "Why arc things as 
they are?" To put it shortly, it does make sense of the universe. 

The Demand for a Purpose 
Just as the human mind craves for an c.xplanation, so it 

demands a purpose. It seems intolerable to us that the 
universe in general and human life in particular should be 
without any point or purpose, a mere hurrying to and fro of 
bits of matter endlessly and meaninglessly. Now the unh·erse 
affU'Illed by science, the uni\·erse which consists of the things 
that we can see and touch and of things like unto them, is 
and must be \\itbout purpose. For it is meaningless to say 
that a piece of matter has a "purpose. On this point, too, the 
religious view of the universe does provide us with satisf.•ction. 
For the purpose of the uni .. ·erse is, it says in effect, the incrc..'lle 
of goodness in free moral persons or, as Christianity puts it, 
the preparation of souls for sah·ation. 
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Now you may not like this purpose or you may think it is an 
impracticable one, but you must agree that it really is a purpose. 

Religion and the Values 

It has, moreover, the advantage of enabling us to take up 
some of the loose threads that we have left lying about in 
previous chapters. For example, I had occasion in Chapter 
IV1 to speak of the pursuit of values as the distinguishing 
mark of a civilized community. In Chapter VII2 I used the 
term "ultimate values" and tried to say what I meant by it. 
I pointed out that the process of desiring something not for 
itself but for the sake of some other thing, of desiring it, 
in other words, as a means, must stop somewhere. Vve cannot, 
that is to say, want A for the sake of B, B for the sake of C, 
C for that of D and so on indefinitely. The point at which 
this process stops, whatever that point may be, is the point 
at which we desire something for its own sake and this some
thing is an ultimate value. I mentioned that most philosophers 
have taken the view that the number of such values is three, 
namely, goodness, truth and beauty, and that many philos
ophers, but not all, include happiness. 

Now let us suppose that this account is approximately 
correct. Then the universe contains certain f."lctors or cle
ments which arc valuable in themselves and arc recognized 
to be such by human minds. Now this, on reflection, strikes 
one as c.xtrcmcly odd. Why three such factors or four? Why 
not, as I asked above, twenty or thirty? Is it really likely that 
the universe just happens to contain three or four things 
which happen to be of ultimate value, and which are just 
lying about, as it were, in it, as though they were pieces of 
cosmic furniture? Is there not, one wonders, some more 
simple and satisfying c.xplanation as when in a dctecth•c stor;• 
three or four different and apparently unrelated clues arc 
brought into relation , .. ith one another and shown to make 
sense by a single completely satisf)ing explanation of the 
crime? The religious view suggests that there is such an 

1 Sec pp. 49, 50 2 See pp. 82, 83 
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explanation. It suggests that in so far as we can conceive the 
nature of a spiritual world at all, we can do so most easily after 
the likeness of a person who is all powerful, all knowing and 
wholly good. This person is creative, and created among 
other things the familiar world of things and people in time 
and space. If this is the true o.-planation, the universe is at 
bottom a unity; it is not, that is to say, many things, three or 
four or twenty-three, but one thing and one thing only, and 
that one thing whatever else it, or rather He may be, is a 
Person owning a mind. This Person reveals Himself to human 
beings in various ways, and in particular three, namely, as 
beauty, as goodness and as truth. 

Hence, when we have an experience of beauty in art or in 
nature, when we admire an act of courage or unselfishness, 
when we pursue and appreciate truth for its own sake as 
scientists or philosophers do, we are kno,\ing and making 
contact, however remotely, \\ith that which is divine. For 
these are the ways in which God makes Himself manifest on 
earth and shows Himself to men. 

Now this, once again, is an e."tplanation-it may, of course, 
let me repeat, be a totally false e.""tplanation, but if it is true, it 
shows us why it is that we value certain things for their own sakes, 
regarding them as ends in themselves and not merely as means 
to something beyond themselves; it e."tplains, in short, the com
pelling power which the values have over the human spirit. 

In a previous chapter1 I had occasion to refer to disin
terested goodness, pointing out that man alone among 
creatures sometimes did what he considered to be his duty 
\\ithout e."tpectation of benefit or hope of reward. \\1e are so 
used to this trait in human nature that we are liable to forget 
how odd it is, and how insistently it demands c."planation. 
That people should do what gives them pleasure or is likely 
to bring them benefit either now or in the future, or which 
satisfies some emotional craving, for se.-c, for instance, or 
for revenge-all this is understandable. But what surely t!~t.s 
require c.-cplanation is that a man should go to the sta.t..c for 

1 See Ch. II, p. 33 
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his opinion, or a woman sacrifice herself for her child, or a 
boy tell the truth or keep his promise when it is quite clear 
that he has a great deal to lose by doing so and he is equally 
convinced that, if he lies, nobody will find him out. 

Now this, too, is explicable if we adopt the religious view 
of the universe; for on the religious view man, as I C."'(plained 
above, is a member of two different orders of being, and it is 
in respect of his membership of the second, in respect, that is 
to say, of the spiritual clement within him that he responds 
to the appeal of disinterested goodness and docs his duty in 
the face of every temptation to do something else. 

In all these ways the religious view does make sense of our 
experience of the universe. If the religious view were true, 
these, we should be entitled to say, are the kinds of happenings 
we might expect to see in the world, and these are the kinds 
of ways in which we might expect men to behave. 

Summing Up 
Three further points must be made in order that the case, 

as it stands to-day, may be fairly put. First, the religious 
view, as we have seen, is exposed to great and serious diffi
culties which to many, probably to most thinking people 
to-day, seem insuperable, so that whatever else may be true, 
this, they feel, cannot be. 

Secondly, it is very far from explaining everything. 
Thirdly, it is in no sense proved. For most of us, it is at 

best an hypothesis for which the most that we can say is that 
it covers more of the facts than any other hypothesis. Only 
those who really believe, who, that is to say, possess what is 
called faith, are in a position to affirm that it is certainly true, 
and in the light of their con\-iction of its truth go about the 
business of living their lives, lives which, they maintain, are 
different from and, as they would hope, better than what they 
would have been, had they not possessed the conviction. As 
they would put it, if you believe sufficiently in God and pray 
to Him, He \\ill in some way make himself known to you and 
so strengthen your belief until it becomes a certainty. ln 
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other words, you must take Him on trust to begin with, if you 
are to end up by taking Him on conviction. 

For my part, I think that whatever view we take, the 
universe is and must remain mysterious to us. "'c can think 
of no explanation that covers all the ground, and in the 
nature of the case no hypothesis that goes beyond our actual 
experience-and this the religious hypothesis certainly docs
is capable of what science calls proof. 

But who, as I have already asked, are we that we should 
expect to be able to understand the universe? As we saw in 
Chapter II,1 humanity has only just begun its earthly c.1.rcer. 
\\That is more, the further we advance in knowledge, the more 
thoroughly we become aware of the e.xtent of our ignorance. 
Hence I would like to end where I began2 with my simile of 
knowledge as a little lighted circle set in the midst of an arc.'l of 
environing darkness, the darkness of the unkn0\\'11. As I pointed 
out, the more we enlarge the area of the circle, the known, the 
more also we enlarge the area of its contact with the unknown. 

Moreover, while I do not find mystery surprising, I also 
do not fear it as forbidding. What strikes me as terrible is the 
thought that the physical universe which was described in 
Chapter I is the only universe. That there should be some
thing besides the world of matter, even if we c.1.n understand 
very little about it, seems to me to be a comforting and not 
a frightening thought. The great scientist Einstein has put it 
better than I can hope to do. "The most beautiful thing we 
can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art 
and science. He to whom this emotion is a stranger, who c.1n no 
longer pause to wonder and stand rapt in awe, is as ~;end as 
dead-his eyes arc closed. This insight into the m~~tcry of life, 
coupled though it be \\ith fear, has also given rise to religion. 

"To know that what is impenetrable to us rc."tllr c."t~ts, 
manifestino- itself as the hi"hcst \\isdom and the mo:;t radi:mt 

~ "' d I . t1 . beauty which our dull faculties can comprehen' on )' m 1e:r 
most primitive forms-this knowledge, this feeling, is at tl1e 
centre of true religiousness." 

1 See Ch. II, p. :::2 :2 See Intro.luctio:1, p. S· 
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