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MUST WE FIGHT ?

CHAPTER ONE

A SURVEY QF GVENTS

The war has snlored a decislve phase. To-day
the whole of the mighty German military machine
ts again on the march. This {ime it is not agqainst
a small State but againat one of the most powerful
of the present day States The Soviet Union ever
since the advent of fascism has been preparing for
such an eventuality In fact the whole gang of
international counter revolutionary forces have been
thirating for such a fight. It is this set of peopls the
moat virulent of anti-social elemehts the scum and
refuse of society lifisd. to the top by accldent who
have been planning such an attack on the U S.S. R,
and to which plan the lsading politicians of all the
existant and noun.existant Democracles lent thair
active or passiva support Great Britain who bore the
brunt of the German attack hitherto also actively
supported the venture Lloyd George In the House of
Commons in November 1934 declared In a short
time porbaps in a year or two the Conservative
elaments in this country will be looking to Germany
sy the bulwerk agalnst Communlsm in Europe She
is planted right in the centre of Europe and if
Qermany !s slered by the Communists Eurcpe will follow
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bécause the German could make a much better job of
it than any other country Do not let'us be in a hurry
to condemn Germany We shall.sbon be welcoming
Germany as a fnend” Chamberlal\“r} and his followers
were only putting into effect this précept, and 1in that
they were only obeying the dictates of\the gentry and
the"City of London Thé direct hostility; of the Bmtish -
Government agamnst Soviet Russia 1s evident to every
student of political affairs It was Britain wh\éunshgated
and launched armed intervention dunng the years of
the Revolution in that country and the British Expe\dr- ~..
tionary Force did not actually withdraw from Russia until
the end of November 1920 This date only marks an
end to the policy of active intervention in the internal -
affairs of the Soviet Union  Since the'rise of National
Socialism. in Germany with the avowed mtention of
wiping out Communism from the face of the earth;
British * politicians have been rallying round the
Swastika, the Nazi banner, like any other German:
Munich 1in September, 1938 only lent colourto this long
dehberated policy gradually being put into effect -
Chamberlain and Daladier in yielding to the aggressor
was warding off aggression in another direction~ With**
what result ? To-day Spain threatens to cut off the
British ‘Empire’s vital hnes of communication It ‘is.
also a certainty that she will do so if the British-'carry
the war to its real end All that withholds Spain from
(:a'étmg for the presemt 18 the hesitant attitude of the
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British and such an attitude fits tn admirably with the
Garman plan of things Germany is not anxious to
shut off her main neutral Clearing house when she
needs such an cutlet, for her sinister activities in
neutral countries Moreover it is a fact that Germany
ever since the beginning of the war has been recetving
raw materlals and supplles through Spanish ports
Truly with imagination and political foresight Hitler
planted the advance guard of his forces on the shores
of the Atlardtfc. Franco 1s only a link in the whole
machinery of Faroist aggression deliberately planned
and cunningly being executed Munich and Spain
worked well together

In Abyssinla Italy s conquest brought the {drces

E

Il

of the Axis as far as the Indian Ocean. In this as well

the French and the British Democracies contrived to
manage a sucoess for the Fascist aggressors with the
frazco of an economic Blogkade which f(n faot, did
never operate What is the cause for such a policy on
the part of the so callead demcocracies IletMr G D
H Cole explain that for you It is of courss that
in every Capltalist country the Capitalists in the mass
though-they may still repudiate Fasolsm greatly prefer
it to any sort of Soclalism They are determined above
all alsa to keep their wealth and, while they do not
want Fascism where they can govern without #t they
will danothing that might strengthen Soaialism against
it in the world as a whole Asilong as-a Captalist
G D H Cole Socialism in Evalutton
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Government governs Great Britain, 1t will be impossible
for Great Britain to range itself internationally with any
group that stands for united opposition to the Fascist
aggressors For such a grouping must include the
Socialists, and indeed depend upon them for leadership
and direction Bntish Capitalism will have none of
such an alliance, within or without the League of
Nations It prefers Hitler and Mussolin1 to a democracy
which is based upon the Left®

Against this set of circumstances one must
compare the attitude adopted by the Soviet Union
Stalin has followed a policy, ever since the days of the
Revolution, calculated to foster peace on earth When
Japan mvaded Manchuria, perhaps, Soviet Russia alone
helped the victim When the guestion of Sanctions
against Italy, as a result of its invasion of Abyssinis,
came up for discussion in the League of Nations
Moscow alone supported the measure whole-heartedly
Kremlins entry into the League of Nations on
September 18, 1934 was with the clear intention of
resisting aggression of any sort whatsoever through the
means of collective security Louis Fischer, whose
opinion of Russia could not 1in any way ke favourable
to that country expressed ‘‘the Soviet Government was
the only effectively anti-Fascist Government in the
world” None of Stalin's utterances can be spotted fo
point out that Russia ever supported aggression Think
of this 1n terms of the utterances of the Dictators and
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you will fully understand who stood for real and lasting
peace in the world. But this policy of Stalin was never
with any pacifist intentions. He has often declared in
the most unmistakable manner that Russia did not want
a singla patch of foreign territory but she would not
give up a single inch of her own.

The occurtence of this war {ully demonstratad
how collactive security was sabataged by countriea who
stood directly to benefit from it. Much earlier than
the war started Russix had made proposals to the
French and British Governments for an effoctive Anglo-
Fronch-Soviet alllance to counteract the monacing
Rome-Berlin Tokyo  Axis This alllance with the
economic support of the United States of America would
have proved to be the strongest bulwark agalnst any
sort of combination with aggressive intenttons When
the Hme came for devising the ways and means of
rendering help to Poland Rusaia once again submitted
concrete proposals for implamenting such promises of
aeslstance  British and French Statesmen were rather
wary In acoepiing such proposals the future events
olearly demonstrated The Polish Government actually
refused any sort of military assistance by the Red Army
They rather preferred their country to be over run by the
Nazi hordes rather than accept assistance from their
powerful Red neighbour  Neither the British nor the
French Government did any thing in thelr power to in
fluence the decision of their Polish comrades otherwise
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The banlkrupt nature of the promses of assistance
offered by the British and the French became cvident
when one considered that neither Britain nor France
was in a posiion {o rush cssistance to Poland in the
event of a Nazi Blitzlreig  Russia by recacon of her
proximity to Poland was 1n an entirely different
position The substance of Russia's proporals was fo
meet the German Army on the Polish soil as it weuld
be greatly difficult to check an Army on victoricus
march farther alield British, French and Polish
Generals greatly under-estimated’ the sirength and
potential value of Sowviet assistance lo therr own
detriment as the subseguent evenis proved All
through the negotiations with Russia those statesmen
were following an abortive attempt Chamberlain could
fly to and back from Hitler at the latter's beck and call
while he could only find a Civil Servant of no status in
the pohtics of the couniry to conduct negotistions on
behalf of England with Russia This minor official one
Mr Strang, had constantly to reler back and seek in
structions from London for each queshon put by the
Russians amnsing out of the negotietions Conse-
guently the negotiahions were unduly delayed Till the
last minute Mr Chamberlain who said so much on the
sincerety of the contracting parties at Munich, beheved
in the good will of Hitler and wrote on August 22, 1939,

a letter calculated to deter Hitler from the contemplated
march on Poland
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¥hat the British and Fronch Democraclies wore
planning at that momont was a sort of giving elfect to
thefr pious hops that Hitler aftor taking Poland would
march safely into Soviot Unjon upsot the rogimo there
and plant tho Swastika In the Ukraine and the Caucusus
In the mesn timo they could make thelr plans complote
in the wost and sottlo accounts with Hitler subsoquently
if at all ho had any plans for conquost In the west To
cover up all theso plous Intentions thoy put forward that
Russia should give all soris of assistance by way of plancs
munitions and takes but falling short of the Red Army
contacting tho Reicharshr This oxactly iited with the
tioble motives oxplicitly carried through in January 1937
by concluding a Gentleman s agroament with Mussolini
containing a secrot clauso to allow Italy spocial factlities
for sending arms and ammunitions to Abyssinia through
Borbera and Zielah | The same powers who overshadow
ed the Loague of Nations ip Its policios engincered the
Sanctions What plous {ntentions and with what plety
they exocuto thelr plans | The same principle was adop-
ted in the present care also Thoy wanted to goad Russia
into a fight with Gormany and during the course of tho
fight remain passive apoctators to see both the powers
loaing their strength and of Russla so much 0 as to make
Communism Impossible of application even at home

These policies became clearly manifest during the
negotiations and Stalin was not g0 thick headed as not
to notioo these In the meanwhile Herr Van Ribbentrop

See Dritsh White Paper publshed In June 1938,
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placed before him a proposal for a non-aggression pact
with Germany No doubt, the pact was greatly helpful
tc Germany at that time, but subsequent events proved
that Stalin too had much to gamn out of the alhance
Thie pact has been the cause of much misunderstanding
of the Scviet's real intentions Tor a jushfication of this
policy we shall revert later The world Press speculated
on the issues involved by the alhance, 1in a manner,
which would set at naught the wildest fichon., Some
claymed that Stahn had even exacted a promise from
thtler to turn Germany Communist Others held that
Hitler scored a direct victory over Stalin by isolating
he Russia ifrom the Democracies for all time and that
would teke control of Russia gradually—or rather
Stalin had played into the hands »f Hitler Mr Newvill»
Chamberlain, the then Prime Mmister of England,
remarked that the pact was a humihiation for Hitler
While these cniticisms vere going on and the vorld
was passing through the gravest moment in ite history,
the Diplomatic Corps of Kremlin were busy negotiating
A truce .ath Japanan the East, on the Mongolian war,
which va- actually signed on Scptember 16, 1939 The
o1l intentions of this truca ales were enugmatical to the
Beg ~h and Trench pubhe  They interpretsd, or wern
ryin~e told by their manters, that the ace signified
Purs{a's agsant to morch n the fxis plan W shall
“:t=rgaently 4 ~cics this mnd try o ans.er the chara s
ety Tagymet s U S £ R oon this caunt ae el
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German Army confident of their diplomatic triumph
in warding off a fight on tho Eastern frontler stralght
away marchad Into Poland But Russia was not to sit
idle and allow the Nazi hordes appear on the border of
the Ukraine—the object of Nazi Lebenstraum The Red
Army on September 17 1939 marched in and occuplod
the territory which once belonged to Russfa. For this
act also she has been greatly vilifiod by the internationad
Press and public men To a student of contemporary
politics the extent to which the Polish Government had
detorforated s not a matter for confecture Poland was
a hot bed for counterrovolutionary activities against tho
Sovliet Union and the Polish Genernl Stafi had complete
plans for an Invasion of Russia in collaboration with the
Nazts It might as well provo to bo consoling to know
that In the 196000 Square Kilometres of Polish lor
ritory that passed fo Russlan hands more than 7 000 000
are Ukrenlans 3000000 White Russians and only
1 million Poles cut of & total of 13 million inhabitants

With the assurance galned out of a Non-Aggres
slon Paot with Germany the U S S R. atill did not feel
immune from external threats Finland in collaboration
with the Qerman General Staff had perlocted
the moat securs forilfications on the borderland
with Russia and preparations had gone far for an
attaok on the Soviet Unlon The only defect in the plan
was that the Soviet was not caught unawarea Russia
at firat warned Finlend for such unwarranted acts of
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aggression agamst her peaceful but powerful neighbour
To this no heed was given and Finland actually refused
the concrete suggestions made by the Soviet for the
continuance of good neighbourly relations betwesn the
two countries At last an ullimatum was presented, and
on that being refused, the Sowvier-Finnish war started
Brave httle Finland was lauded to the skies Volunteers,
supplies and all sorts of assistance poured from every
corner of the Globe Due to certain miscalculahons
made by the Soviet Military Staff the Finnish campaign
turned out to be not an easy walk-over, and the
campaign even threatened to emerge as a big offensive
agamnst the U S S R with all the Democracies and the
totalitaman States arrayed against it But these
miscalculations wera soon rectified and the Finnish war
was brougnt to a closz For this act of self defence
also, the country was mades the target of venomous
attack by politicians of all shades in the neutral and
beligerent countries We shall try to answer these
charges also 1n a subseguent chapter

Efforts were made at this stage for a peace
between the belligerent countries Russia also suppor-
ted the move This was also cnticised vehemently
Russia’s contention was, that to go to war over Poland
with the then preparedness of the Democracies was
beset with grave possibilities Stalin had no miscalcu-
lahions of the German mihtary strength and the
comparative weakness of the Allies Moreover even 1n
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tho faca of such woakneas tho Allles wore nat prepared
for any olfscliva alllance against aggression Tho Uaitod
States of America wora still hesitant over tho profsased
war alms of thoss two countries They woro rather
distrustful of the real intontlons of Franco and Britain
Tho politi~al Itfe In France pressnted grave symptoms
There was little or no co-opsration with the Army and
the Politicians Cagonlards and other Fascist agents
had praparad the ground for an carly breakdown In
ths ovant of a crists This was proved by subsoquont
avents Within fifto>n days the best French millitary
tradition was broujht down Stalin s forobodings
proved to b> corract His warnings wera unheodad
To what rosult the readar can to-day very well [udge
Coauntrios one by one ware overrun all throughout
Furopas by the Nazl hordes some peacelully othors
violently —wlith a viclence the world had not witnesaed
bafore The major sugoasass were not however brought
about by actual wirfare  Through political manecuvr
Ings Fifth column activitles and augmenting Intornal
strifes the Naris brought under the shadow of the
Swastlka the whole of the continent of Europe excep-
ting Turkey Swoden and few other nonentities to be
swallowed up readlly at any moment. Where subm!isaion
oould not be obtained systems of black matling and
show of foros were resorted to with brilliant results
Yugoslavla and Gresce wero the last of the coun
frles to put up any serlous resistance to the Nazi
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advantage Turkey s action during the past few montha
with all her professtons of friendshlp with Britain and
the confident avowals of British victory in tho end does
not seem to convey an encouraging outlook for the
Allles Turkey is to-day faced with the altornative of
ranging herself whols-heartedly with Britain and mest
the attack of Germany or willingly (ncorporate herself in
the new Axis sub-order

Dr Goebbels rovelation of Russia s demands on
Turkish territory can elthes be a fiction or a reasonabla
strateglo proposition for Russla. Strategically Dar
denelles and the entranco to the Black Sea are
vitally important for Kussla there is no doubt. But the
only doubt {3 as to under what circumstances Stalin
might have made such demands Evidently Germany
wants to link up Turkey with Iraq and Iran In her
march towards Egypt and the East. Hitler must have
actually made plans for such acquisition of the right
of way through Turkey Knowing fully such plans and
the fate in store for them the Turks have acquiosced
to German demands in that direction Is evident from
the events In Iraq and Syria They did not much ocare
for British precautions against such, has been clear asz
otherwiss they would not have acted likewise It was
only Stalins actual or fiotional demands that made
possible Turkey s Independence so long And today
Ruasia and Germany mnged against aach other the
matter of Turkey s future independence hangs in the



CHAPTER TWO
THE FASCIST TECHNIQUE

‘1 have no programme I have only ohjectivas
and goals All the rest s tactcs Herr Hitlor s
reportad to have said to a Journalist, Karl Von Wiegand
What are thess objectives and what are those tactice
we ghall presently examine As regards the objectives
Hitler and Mussolini have made it olear countless of
ttmes that the restoration of the 1914 boundaries and
the removal of the gtigma and inferiority complex created
by the Vernailles are not thelr objectves Thetr objec
tive is something higher and nullification of the
Versailles is only a tacHoal plan adopted for further
extensfon Matn Kampf gives us the clue

‘To demand the restoraHon of the 1914 frontiers
is from every point of view a political folly which
amounts to a crime The frontters of
1914 mean nothing at all for the future of the German
nation At another place “When the territory of the
Reich inocludes all Gormans ond i the Reich finds
itaelf unable to support them, from that necesaity will
arise its right to moquire forelgn territory The plough
will then give place to the sword and the tears of war
will prepare a harvest for the future world

Thoroughly aware of this perspective the British
and French pollticlans have all along been plously
demanding the treatment of Germany as 2 gqood Big Boy
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who will protect their hearths, their wives and children
from some other imaginary menace, 1n time to come

Let us examine how Hitler has succeeded 1n his
tactics His own speech at Reichenberg on December
3, 1938, qives the answer

In January, 1934, I became Chancellor In 1934
anew Army was created In 1935, the first clause of
the Versailles Treaty was cancelled by creating compul-
sory military service

In 1936, a further clause of the Treaty was can-
celled by the re-occupation of the Rhineland

“In the autumn of 1936, the last vestige of inter-
national control was wiped away Germany for the first
time since the war, appeared as a world power, deter-
mined to ask for her rights, if necessary with arms"”

In March 1938, Austra was incorporated in the
Reich At the same time ltaly was not keeping quiet To
this Axis partner Albama fell vichhm, which move, many
of the British politicians regarded as an aggrandise-
ment on the part of Italy against its Axis partner This
myth was only exploded on May 22, 1939, when the Axis
further affirmed their alhance by a mutual pact which
turned over the mulitary céntrol of Italy to Germany
Then followed a series of conquests, Czechoslovaka,
Poland and the war, to some of which succegses
M Flandin sent greetings and Chamberlain toasted

In all these campaigns there was kept behlind
a dehberate plan which none of the Democ;atlc

‘Quoted from The Attack From Within by Elwyn Jones
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politictirs could gae threu~ty Frery oo of thes wat 3
po=~mat) oongquent and nons of then gee~ed tole
worth whie to @5 to thn extent ¢l doc anmg war  Iniks
beginning there wap slways (be Boatent legey G
b'ind tha epe o the Britiuh and the Frerzh C1a e3aey
Ser tmea e Axls partre-s nvallal with o3 h o hor
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null iy ey Amerean irtorventica (4 ks ovent of o Latur
conllict was wen ove end was pro~p o1 toemburk o g
prace bunging campign 13 Ching with tha arsws
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and Alr forces with the Germans with such s 38! arear
to keap order Gomman lactories began to turn out
tropical holmels Gorman Muslima end detalled military
maps of all the African and Middle East por:ossions
Dr Schacht camo on @ mission 1o find cut the Aryan
sympathles of tho Indlan Hationalists particularly 1he
big businessmon compnting with the British and assured
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them of Germany's good intentions towards India
When he went back, he carried with him detailed
mmpressions regarding the economic potentiality of
this vast subcontinent and plans to exploit it more
thoroughly He was feasted by all and sundry, and some
of the Indian Congressmen turned Aryan

Certain broad outhines are distinctly visible from
the foregoing Hitler and his partners know fully well
that all the different nations of the world outside the
Axis group have no common bond of sympathy
amongst themselves Moreover, they are so loosely
knit and rife with mternal dissensions that an out-
sider can very easily get in and manage things for
his own ends. In fact, in most of the small countries
the outside agency would be welcomed as a Saviour, in
other instances, a show of force was only needed to
bring the victims to submission

It can be said that with her military strength alone,
Germany 1s not 1n a position to annex all the countries
which she has been able to annex by this time Taking
the Balkan countries, for example, let us compare a
possible combination of their military strength with
that of Germany Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Rumara,
Greece and Turkey have a peace-time strength of 140
divisions against which Germany can never expect an
easy walk over Some of these countries are possessed
of the best military tradition, particularly Gresce,
which made a very bnlhant show of her toughfi¢ss in



THE FASCIST TECHNIQUE 18

this war and Turkey with her Inheront military qualitios
Before these countrles wero vanquished one by one
they were not devold of any sort of alllance
Czechoslovakia Yugpslavia end Rumenia formed the
Little Entonte and Turkey Gresce Rumania and
Yugoslavia formed the Balkan Entente Moreover these
countries are of much strategic importance in the ovent
of an attack on Germany Such a combination with a
more cordlal understanding with Soviet Rusafa would
have formed the strongest bulwark against aggression
of any kind It was against such a combination Hitler
sat his secret service agents Fasclst dootrinaires and
Diplomatic corpe to undermine wean one from the
other and finally subjugate all of them

The same principle has been adopted in isolating
the Western Powers from Russla A Franco-Brilish
Sorvist alllance was and is still viewed by Naxl Germany
as the most invincible combination To avoid such an
understanding Hitler adopted one of tho greatest tactica
of fomenting the polltical bankruptoy of the French
and British statesmen through his anti-Communist
protessions. The blull succeeded and he could
annihilate France and its bordering States in no time
All the whils the paot with Russia safequarded the
Eastern flank of his Army In this Hitler has gatned and
the Democracies including Russia have miserably failed
But ta lay the blame for this on Russia alone is not
fustifiable as we have already seen from the foregolng
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analysis The charges against the Soviet Union will be
further answered in a subsequent chapter

To lay blame on France for its capitulation does not
save Bnitamn from its responsibibity Ido not think the
campaign on the continent was planned with mmaginati-
on To give guarantee to Poland without perfecting the
means for implementing the same was a blunder of
serious consequences The most immediate of the conse-
quences was that Poland was over-run in no time with
untold sufferings for its inhabitants But equally important
was that the Balkan Countines learned a lesson from it
They began to distrust British sincerety and the usefulness
of British assistance mn the event of an emergency, and
they and the French were told so by the Germans repe-
atedly Dr Goebbel's propaganda machinery squeaked
day and night to impress on the small countries and the
French middle class, tottering on the brink of a precip:-
tate fall, that the Enghsh people were prompting them to
hght the battle for safeguarding Bmtain's interests and
not a whit of their own They were told to believe that
the British did not care much for the salety of these small
States but all they cared pertained to their own safety
and their comparative strength at the time of peace
British withdrawals from the other theatres of war have
only confirmed this notion among the small countries
and hence their mistrust in British offers of assistance

England could have acted i an entirely diffe-
rent manner They should have reasonably taken the
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brunt of the first attack on their own shouldora from tho
very beginning instead of reserving their all for tho last
end thus kept her Allies going for a longer while than
was possible fn the present ime Golng for a longer
whilo {s meant in two different senses. First, they would
have resisted for a longer duratlon, and secondly they
would not have bosn woaned away from the Allles by
enemy propaganda. Any reasonable pormon would
understand the wvalidity of my second statement. If the
British were not to lose sympathy of the French, evon
after the defeat of France occupled France would have
presenied Germany with very serious difficulties pre
sontly and with explosivo poasibilities sooner than
expeocied. Through systematio propaganda calculated to
rouss the basest of feelings and hatred against England in
the French mind, the politicians and the laymen (n thst
country are to day receding from the Britsh and the
democratio idea of things rapldly and are being won over
to the Fascist concept. That s a serious problem when we
think of driving the enemy fram the ocoupied countries
when we take the offensive which has been promised
and without which there can be no victory for demooracy
“Through the skilful and persistent application of prope
ganda, an entire people can be shown Heoaven as Hell
and equally the most misemble life can be made to
saem paradise Hitler has demonstrated with his sotions

The Franco-British unton or fusion was belated
wisdom French politicians did not serlously view it
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was evident from their inattention to that demonstra-
tion British statesmen, I mean of the more hberal and
democratic minded lot, should have {ound an example
from their own midst, of how far hinancial interest and
consequential narrow minaedness could go in betraying
{freedom, democracy and all the virtues associated with
it and ally with Fascism and its symptoms of regim-
entation, for the sake of safeguarding their monetary
interests Counterparts of the category outhned above
were countless in France and the French political
machinery was wirtually controlled by these people
Popular will and feehngs were forcibly subkdued to the
will and caprices of the two hundred families, and the
Army, permeated with fascist ideas, were planning things
m an unhealthy direction To trust such a lot without
properly examining their credentials was a folly on the
part of England They didn't even mmagine that their
comrades were actually planning a mortgage of the house
and properiy, to evade a disiraint warrant i1ssued by the
lawiul creditor (the French citizens and workers), to a
third party with the hope of being allowed {o live therein
under the powerful protechion of such third party
Germany 1s playing the same tnick with Turkey and
Amenica Vain pleas, assurances and threats are woven
In a constant stream of propaganda intended for
consumption in these countries Moreover, Axis sympathi-
sers and agents are actively employed 1n neutralising the
ettect of pro-democratic elements in these countries Big
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businoasmen are appealed with economic prospects undor
a German hegemony and the saving from gradual Bolshev!
sation—a reverss terribly dreaded by every one of them
Money Is already pouring into Turkey for thoy need it
and Turks are a gullible sort of people Few men like
Roosevolt and Cordell Hull cannot turn Heaven ovor earth
pitted against such an ermy of big business and sent!
mental hobnobs deliberately digging thelr own graves

1 say Franco-British union was bolated wisdom for
this reason @Germans could then tell the Frenchmen
that Britain without actually fighting had subjuga ed
thom by a masterly stroko of British statesmanship
Antl English elements exaggerated on this and Germana
lont them support more and more  France was not then
standing she was fallilng and these moeant terrible worda
and palnful ideas Suppase we today tell the Italions
aftar thetr major defeats in Afrloa and Greece that
the Germans have planned the battls to bring them and
their natlon under German control and that Hitler and
not Museolini would henceforth be ruling over tham I
believe Englishmen ought to begin telling so to Italiana
now inatead of engaging the Propaganda Miniatry to
tabulate pomnts for talk on India. Bundles of propaganda
material and leaflsts must be smuggled into ltaly or
thrown (n the face of Iialians saying that by being
dragged into a war against demooracy they have becoma
victims to the Nazt monater  We should tell them so wo
should also tell the Finne the Rumanians the Dutchmon
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and everybody on the continent of Europe likewise
Not in plain common language with diplomatic mcehes,
but n a language endowed with wviolence, spirit and
revoluhionary import And then mmagine how the Itahans,
Fmns, Rumamans, Poles, Frenchmen and Dutchmen

would take it The{ would all prove to be a stiff lot for
the Germans to control



CHAPTER THREE
CHARGES AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION

The Russo-German Pact of August 1939 has
been the object of much speculation oriticism and heart
breaking Mr Louts Fischer that roputed author
following everymans opinton has produced a book
titled “S.alin and Hitler™ which doesnt givoe corodit to
its author He has made certain conclusions princi
pally that a change came ovor the Kremlin Governmont
fa 1936 Stalln turnsd Nattomalst and with the Nazt
Soviot Pact in August 1939 he jolned the camp of the
aggressors  How for theso concluslons are corroct
the reader would have judged by the tme ho
lays down this short analysis Tho groumd has
alrsady been oovered in the matter that England and
France conntved ever sinco the advont of Fasclem to
power both in Italy and Germany to use this forco
against the rising Communism in Russta Communism
ts rod rag still to many of the members of the ruling
Cablnet in England If any one says that Stalin has not
Qot to take leason from this must bo then, that one {s dis
orediting his own reasoning capacity Suppose that
Stalin went o war with Germany ovoer the tssue of Poland
after a succeesful Franco-British~Soviet alllance in
August 1939 what would have been the fate of Russta
to.day ? The victorious Nax! hordes in Poland would then
have marched into Russia, and engaged the Red Army
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there (according to'the terms of the agreement with
Poland proposed at that time, the Russian Army would
meet the enemy on Russian territory and not on Polish
so1l) With what disastrous results, I belheve subsequent
events have fully demonstrated The French or the
Bntish sending immediate assistance either to Poland or
Russia, apart from their mental reservations at that time,
was not a prachical possibility because of transport
difficulhes and strategic reasons How far the Brntish
and French Premers were smcere in their guarantees to
Poland, in that matter, the Poles in the days of the Naz1
Blitzlnerg fully reahised Stalin did not allow himself to
be duped by such promises, had the effect of putting him
on the Black hst according to Democrauc public opinion
A man who alone had the courage to disregard the
Fascists and act as if they were not in existence, when
Chamberlains and hundreds of his counter-parts both 1n
England and France were bent upon wooing the Dictators,
was the next day another aggressor before the eyes
of the world, simply because, he didn't want his country
to be over-run by the Nazis

The Red Army's preparedness for a major war in
1939 can only be relatively less than what 1s its
preparedness to-day. The world could form their own
opinion from the Russo-Finnish war without hunting for
expert opinion Stalin, more than any one else, realised
this and acted accordingly In the event of a major war
breaking out against Russia in August 1939, Stalin would
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have bocen required to engngo himeolf in battle not on
one front but on two fronts Tho understanding
betweon Germany and Japan {n nugust 1938 was mom
complete and reciprocal than i {s {o-day overybody
would admit Democracies also knew that hully but tho
raloly of Pussia they were not much after Rusa
defeated and occupled by Germany and Japan, would
still be better from tho French Amorican and British view
polnt, for the reason il not their Governmonts at leat
their citl.ons would have the opportuniy of exploiting
that hitherto cloted regton to their mutusl advantage
1t would also removo for 2omn y ars atleast the haunling
apectro of Comruniam from the world

It was the Russo-Gorman Pact thot Induced the
Azls partner Japsn to make orvertures to Pussia  Tha
truce on tho Mongolian war was signed on Sep
tembor 16 1939 This truce i3 signilicant lor (wo
reasons In spito of the Pact concluded In August 1939
Stalin was not suro of Hitlers profections of good wil
He was still afraid of a major conllict arising cut of the
Rod Army s march into Poland  In tho event of sucha
conflict he wanted to glve a short reliof tohls far castorn
wing of the Army and concentrate his attention on the
wost The August Pact thoroughly oxposed the hollow
noss of the Anll.Commintern slliance It simply cut
through tho roots and tho trunk withorad down to ruins
in no tlme  Stalin accomplished with & fow plocer of
papor o remarksblo achiovomont of Isolating for a vhile



28 MUST WE FIGHT ?

at least, these two partners in a plunderer's game, and
Rome blinked at the whole episode The Red Army
marched into Poland on September 17; 1939, the very
next day after the signing of the truce with Japan
Mr Lows Fischer interprets this as @ premeditated plan
with Hitler, but how he does it I cannot understand Is
it an intellectual jugglery ? It cannot be common sense
any way

What has been Stalin's gans out of the August
1939 Pact Let me quote extensively and verbatim from
an Editonal which appeared in an Indian evening News-
paper, whose opimnion of the Russo-German war perhaps
1s the most clearheaded It cannol be suspected of
communstic tendencies, however

“Stalin had not been unmindful of the eventual
contlict with Germany And at every stage, he had
been driving a hard bargain, which gave him more than
what he parted with

“The first gain 1s what one can't buy in any market
or produce 1n any factory—Time He has had nearly
two years in which to tie up the loose ends of the Soviet
Plan in the military sphere

“Secondly, he has taken the Russian border to the
pre-Great War position Half of Poland, all the Baltic
Repubhcs, Bessarabia and Bukovina, closer diplomatic
contacts with Japan, ostensibly to help Germany but
certainly motivated differently—all these, Stalin has had
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at no greator cost than a bottle of Ink and a fow cheota
of parchmont

Thirdly ho has had for tho last ono yoar and a
half the help of German tochnicians and ono may bo
oura that tho Russlans have taken good caro to provido
against tho risks involved

Fourthly ho can now be sure in a way he could
not bo in Soptembor 1838  of the cordial co-operation
of Britian and the U S A

If to these you can add the adventago of a botter
understanding with Japan—that 18 oxtromely doublful—
thon thoro can bo no d ubt  that Stalin has played his
hand moet edroitly

“The policy can bo considorod unwise only if
Pussia wero fit to faco Gormany in conflict at any carlior
stage  On that no outstder can judge

But you may ask, is Russla moro fit now than in
Septombar to face the German chatlenge ?

Prosumably Yos Stalln has boen cloaroyed Ho
was prepared to co-oporate with the Democraclos at the
time of the Munich Pact. But with Czochoslovakia
wiped out and Colono! Bock s Poland remaining as plg
headed as ever he had no cholco but to abldo his time
He was never under any illusion about Gormany s inten
tHons regarding Russta

The above ia only one sido of tho picturo Ths
Statesman in an editorial on June 28 1941 prosonts
the opposite view that Russias entry into the war

The Talegroph dated June 23 1941



Ruscian spo¥osmen at the beqginning of the Furea
—German war declared that Rueman ctrateny (s pot
based on ouiside assistance That s¢plans the nole
of Russian attitude towards the other natizn~. Fioao
past professtons of all these couniri~e rns has rearctn
to distrust theiwr attitude tov ards her  Lvar now I do net
thinl, they want Russia to van the var against Germany
They beleve that both the countries will be so worn o2
by the time the war 15 over, and the Allies co much
strengthened, that the influence of these countries would

J



CHARGES AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION 3l

not count at all in world politics Here also for such a
short sighted view of the war and the resulting policy
which 1s put into execution, you cannot blame Russia

The néxt important charge against Russia {s the
annexation ofrhn].f of Poland which used to be Rusilan
terrifory before As we have already seen that in the
area ocoupled by Russia out of a population of 13 million
only 1 million are Poles and the rest Ukrainians White
Rusalans and Jews The Poles have besn notorious for
thelr treatment of non Polish minorities in the couniry
and what apology there used to be for such an arbiirary
State waa over by the Government ceasing to be repre
sentative of its natlonnl charactar Moreover it is extre
mely dangerous to allow Germany to get a foot hold as
near to the Ukraino and the industrial arcas of White
Pusata. An attack on these regions by Gormans from
occupiad Poland is wrought with serious possibilities i3
being deamonstrated by the progress of the German
campaign In the prazent war

The more serlous of the charges levelled againat
the Union s its attack on Finland A Moscow Radi>
cammunique issued on June 25 1941 throws much light
on this controversy

“Obviously not agyalnat Finland thatthe U S S R
need to take precautions but it was realised that Ger
many would have used Finnish territory for an attack on
the Soviet Unlon The position of Laningrad would have
besn utterly untenable with the border line which existed
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before the Soviet-Finmish war The real cause of
the {irst Russo-Finnish war was the presence in Europe
of an aggressor It was this that compelled the Soviet
Union to seek security in reverting to the old policy of
acquiring strateqic positions It the IFinnish people are
again mnvolved 1n a war to-day it 1s gquite accurate to say
that they are merely the mnnocent vichims of the German
aggressor Because it 1s Germany that Russia fought n
Finland m 1940 and 1t 1s Germany she fights there
to-day

“Fmmland ought to know that she 1s being
bombed only on account of the presence of German
troops on her terntory The aggressor i Finland s
really Germany Moscow does not hnow what the Fin-
nish declaration imples but at any rate Finland will do
what 1s dictated to her by the Germans

There are some admirable publications by emmnent
British politicians which throw much hght on the Finnish
guestion, unfortunately which are not available to the
Indians These show with much clanty the extent to
which Bnitish interests had got entangled in the Finnish
affair Finland, such a small country with not much
resources how could she go to the extent of building a
net work of fortifications known as the Mannerheim hne,
which according to the best mihtary authontes equals
or 18 superior to the Siegfried or Maginot line, has yet
to be answered Without German technical assistance
and British monetary advances such a Jine could not
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havo boon bullt. With what purpore such & lino was
bullt ? Finland s socurity was never threatenod  Thare
wes no indication of any sort of lonslon betwoen Pussia
and Finland. Even wheon Russia pretentod hor ullima
tum she did nat went tho Finns to surrender their tndo
pendence All that she wanted was Finland should
coase to be a tool In tho hands of other natlons acting
as a spring board for an attack on the Soviet Unton by
any of thess powors or all of them combined The
reasonablenosy of Rusian dymands could beo gauged
from the fact that Russia was prepared to code much
more torritory to Finland than rhat sho was required to
cede to Pussia. Tho importance of tho torritory ceded
to Pusaia 15 puroly military and that too in a way not for
the defonco of Finland against an attack by a third party
but for an attack on Leningrad ANl the Pussian
da2mands ware reflused and Russla had to go to war with
Finland for onforcement of her domands Even whon
the war was won by Rustia 1o the dizcomfiture of all the
powors involvod Pussia did not want Finnsh indepon
dence to be surrondered The Government at Helsinki
including that reactionary General Earon Yon Mannor
heim were allowed to functlon as before  Ccmparo this
with the attitude of Germans towards a conquered
country In Poland {f roports aro true avery Jow has
boen elther put in prison or compulsordly sterilized
Young polish girls have been forcibly tom away frem
thelr homes and drafted to German ammunition and
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other factories German officials 1n occupied countries
are stnictly warned not to fraternize with the local
population A requme of terror has been set up every-
where and the local citizens are treated as worse than
dogs Theiwr Armies have been disarmed and the equip-
ment transferred to the German Regiments Naz plun-
denngs and lootings are ceaselessly gong on and
whole willages and streets are demolished and the
citizens shot for acts of discourtesy or provocation
agamst such fiendish Germans Universihes have been
closed and hundreds of students shot dead Scientific
education 1s denied to all except Germans under fear
that if others are given the opportunity they would one
day rise in revolt and defeat the Germans

One has only to compare these with the reports, of
the whole of the civilian population 1n Finland, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuamia and Poland welcoming the Red Army
and their national Parliaments unanimously vohing for
incorporation of their respective countries in the Soviet
Union Certain reports, by Bntish and American Press
Correspondents durning the Russo~Finnish war, were 1llu-
mmnating m this matter Hundreds of Russian Bombers
flew over Finnish territory in wave after waves bombing
severely, but no casuahties to human hves or property
were reported Russians could not be so foolish as to
allow their Bombers to be shot down by Finmish arhillery
without mfliching ¢qually severe losses on the Finns
They could not be wasting theirr ammunition on the
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maidans, lakes and the hilla It i therefore evident that
the Russlans did not want to inflict losses on their
Finnish brethren® the innocent civilians In fact all these
Bombers were engaged in raining leaflets over the civi
lian population exposing the Intrigues of their pro-Fascist
masters This was in the beginning of the war Russia
had to modify her tactics on acoount of the stubborn
Finnish resistanos as subeaquent reports clearly showed
And you hear to-day the Gevernment at Bucharest run
ning away from the Capital to an unknown desttnation
due to the effectiveness of Russian bombing of the
Rumanian Capital. The Government at Helsink! iz
once again controlled by Nazis and Hitler tn his
proclamation of war against Russia on June 22 1941
deolared At this moment the greatest marching
in the world is taking place German troops to-
gether with Finnish Divisions and the conquerors of
Norway under the command of the Commanding Officer
Norwny are marching together form East Prusata to the
Carpathian.  The very next day the Finnish Minister in
England gave out the information that the Finnish people
wers being dregged into the war against thelr will
Then how the German Feuhrer could declare that the
Finns were marching against Russia in the north the day
previcus ? It is evident there is a huge clique ruling in
Helsinki who have given the Germans a blank card
rogarding Finnish foreign relations without consulting
the Finnish Parllament or the psople This explains how



36 MUST WE FIGHT ?

far Finland has gone n truck with the aggressive tiation
and how far her nahonal interests are sale in the hands
of these traitors

Further, the incorporation of the Baltic States 1 e
Estomia, Latvia and Lithuania in the Soviet Union 18 a
fact to which democrahic public opmion cannot take,
exception As Hitler pointed out in his war proclama-
tion, these were intended against Germany and not
agamst any other power Moreover these were not
prompted by desires for conquest but purely from
motives of self defence And it was exactly on these
points the Bmtish rapproachment with Russia was
held up till the outbreak of the Russo-German War
Brnitain refused to recognise the annexahion of these
countries and Sir Stafford Cnpps did find it very hard
to impress the Soviet Government as to the sincere
desire of England for any effective alhance with Russia
But for the premature declaration of war by Germany
the whole world would have shll found these two great
nahions 1solated as ever and the cause of world freedom
and democracy hanging in the balance

We must now examine the charges Hitler has
agamnst the Soviet Union These are the points on
which democratic pubhc opinion should now focus
attention, for in these they would find the far seeing
motives of the Kremhn You may imagine for yourself,
in whose hands the cause of democracy 1s safe, in the
hands of Stalin, who by every action of his has brought
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Germany nearer to ita end or in the hands of those of
the Allied Statesmen who have given way to Hitler ono
by one and enhanced his hold on Eurcpes smaller
nations

What are these charges of Hitler against Stalin!
The German note to the Sovist on the declaration of
war and the Feuhrers speech are well worth studying
After sketching the circumstances which brought about
the pact on August 23 1939 both of them continue
to bring out a catalogue of charges against the Soviat
Unlon. About the terms of the Pact Herr Von
Ribbentrop stated the essonce of theee Agreements
consisted in (1) Reoliprocal engagement on the part
of both states not to attack one another and to live on
peaceful and nelghbourly terms and (2) A definition of
spheres of Interest the German Reich renouncing all
influence in Finland Latvia Eatonia and Lithuania and
Bessarabiz with territories of the Former Polish state as
far as a line formed by the rivers Nared Bug and San
being Incorporated in Russia in accordance with the
dasire of the Soviets  The note further adds that tho
Relch Governmeant made adfustments in her policies to
bring into effect the terms of the agreement but the
Soviet peraisted in continuing its Ant! German activities
The major evidence cited in support of the declaration
are M Krisov the Commisear of the Ogpu arranging a
systematic course of training for sabotage In Germany
and occupied territorfes and the contents of a document
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alleged to have been unearthed in Belgrade which
had the remarks “The U S S R, will not react untl
opportune moment occurs. The Axis powers have further
dissipated their forces and the U S S R will conse-
quently strike a sudden blow against Germany *: Then
the Soviet union 1s further charged with the act of
extending her frontiers and increasing her mbtary
power while Germany was engaged 1n mortal combat
in the west with Britain and France The note conti-
nues *“Although the Soviet Government had declared
during the Moscow negotiations that they would never
make the first move towards achieving a settlement of
the Bessarabian question, the German Government
were informed on June 24, 1940 by the Soviet Govern-
ment that they were now determined to settle the
Bessarabian question by force It was stated at the
same time that the Sowiet claims also extended to
Bukovina, that is to say a terrntory which was ancient
Austrian Crown land, and never belonged to Russia and
had, moreover, not even been mentioned at the time of
the Moscow negotiations ¢ In spite of all these affronts
the Reich continued to carry its obhgations including,
the note added, the large scale resettlement scheme
whereby all Germans 1n the areas occupied by the
U S S R were brought back to Germany

The further charges which the Fuehrer's aration
and the note contain are connected with the demands
purported to have been made by M Molotov when he
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visited Borlin at the invitation of tho Gaorman Foraign
Minister These are

%(1) The Soviet union desired to give a guaranteo
to Bulgarla and over and above this to conclude with
her & pact of assittance on the same lines as those
conoluded with tho Baltic states that 1s providing for
military bases

(2) Tho Soviet union domanded an Agreoment
in the form of a treaty with Turkoy for the purpose of
providing on tho basis of a long torm loase bases for
Soviet land and naval forcos on tho Bosphorus and in
the Dardenellos

(3) Soviet Union declared that onco moro it {elt
itsolf threatened by Finland and therefors domanded
complete abandonment of Finland by Gormany  Thoese
were refused by Germany but as regards tho second
term even well informed circles in Ankara declaro theso
as to be products of Dr Goobbols imagination rather
than fact The Soviot Government have also empha
fically dented the charge in this respoct.

It is also alleged that the Soviet Government
objected to Germanys taking military precautions in
Bulgaria directed against the British and published a
declaration whioh was of a character hostils to tho
Rotch The Soviet Government on April 8 1941 conclu
ded a friandly agreement with the iliegal Governmont of
General Stmoviteh, which was io lend moral rupport
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to the anhi-German putsch 1in Yugoslania and with its
weight, assist the joint Anglo-Jugoslav-Greek front

It 15 also stated that “at the same time (German
troops were being concentrated on Rumaman and
Bulgamnan terrtory agamnst the growing landing of Bri-
tish troops in Greece, the Soviet Uuion, now obviously
in concerted action with the Brihish, was attempting to
stab Germany 1n the back by, firstly giving Yugoslavia
open pohtical aid, secondly, attempting to move Turkey
to help Russia in her aggressive athitude,towards Bul-
gana and Germany by an agreement not to attack her
and to concentrate her army in very favourable strategic
positions in Thrace , and thirdly, by itself concentrating
a strong force along the Rumanian frontier in Bessarabia
and along Moldawvia ”

In all these charges brought against the Union,
one fact emerges as true, that s, the Soviet Union had
no illusions regarding the professed German friends-
ship In spite of this clear proposition British States-
men were shll distrustful of the Kremlin's attitude and all
sorts of speculations regarding the Soviet Foreign pohey
were allowed to be spread through British propaganda
channels n India, the Dominions, the Amernca and
England A vestige of the interpretation of Russan
Foreign policy as it affected India could be gained
from a Simla Communique issued through the Asso-
ciated Press on the question of Indian reaction to
the Russo-German war which declared <“The Soviet
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absorption in meeting the attaok must lead if it has not
already lod to immobilisation so far as eny designs
that they may have had in the direction of Indta s North
Woet Frontier are conoerned  However it resolved to
Germany s part to teach wizdom to the Allies when they
lacked it altogether

Al through the past two ysara of Kremline pro-
feased friondship with Berlin Stalin has been uneasy of
the Nazls growing might. But he still refused to be
moved Into a polioy of direat opposition to Berin.
During the beginning of June this year when rumours of
increasing tension betwesn Russia and Germany began
to spread Moacow {ssued emphaticdenlals Reports
from Moscow the day befora the declaration of war by
Germany tended to give the impression that all was well
betweon Russia and Germany However rumours per
sisted in pouring out probably inapired by Nazl mech
anizations with a view to squeeiing out conceessions
from Stalin at the last minute and interprsted accor
dingly by all conoerned that Germany was going to
attack Russia. Stalin wanted the day of reckoning with
the Nazia to be postponed as far as practicable so that
he might perfect his military machine to mest the Na.i
onslaught, ssvers it would be as proved by the pro-
greas of the war  That was the essence of his policy
though he wanted a rapproachment with the Allies just
as the Allies wanted a rapproachment with Rusala How
such a rapproachment would turn the acale against Rusala
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was what he was anxiously wornied about Mr Anthony
Eden pomnted out m a speech in the House of
Commons, in the presence of the Soviet Ambassador,
M Maisky, on Tuesday June 24, 1941 At every
phase 1n recent history mn the development of Anglo-
Soviet relations, we were always retarded by the attention
paid by the Soviet Union to the observance of their pact
with Germany” The action of Stalin all these days have
been very careful , careful in the sense that his work
all these twenty years should not be wasted Mr Eden
m the same speech indicated how devoid of foundations
were Ribbentrop's charges agamst the Soviet Umion 1n
the matter of Anglo-Soviet co-operation At another
place mm his speech Mr Eden gave further concrete
evidence of Stahin's scrupulousness in this regard <We
at the Foreign office were already convinced from in-
formation at our disposal that Hitler, true to his usual
technique, was going to attack Russia from behind the
smoke-screen of his Non-Aggression Pact With Prime
Minister's consent, 1 told the Soviet Ambassador of
the mformation at our disposal and of the danger which,
I was convinced, conifronted his country I gave him at
his request details of that information as we thought
we were bound to do Buteven at that late hour,
the Soviet Government were careful to avoid any
erpression of opmon which might seem to throw

doubt on their observance of their engagement with
Germany?®



CHARGES AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION 43

M. Molotov denying the charges in the Fuehrers
declaration and the note handed over by the Qerman
Foreign Minister gave out “The attack on our
country has besn made in spite of the fact that
throughout the time this pact was valld the German
Government could not furnish proof that the Govern
ment of the U S S R has ever infringed a single one
of the clauses of the pact and until the
last minute the German Government had made no
repressntation to the Soviet Government With oriminal
ingenulty the Germans launched an attack on a 1500
mile front two hours prior to the formal declaration of
war But the fact was that Russlans were not entirely
taken by surprise bscause of Stalin s realisation of Hitler a
ultimate intentions. Any other country waould have
reelsd by such a surprise attack with the force of the
whole of Germany’s military machinery thrown intc the
battle from the Arctioc Ocean to the Black Sea In
meeting such a foe under such treacherous circum
stanoces the U S S R. needs not only our full sympathy
but material asstatanoe in whatever form it can take



CHAPTER FOUR
WHAT WE SHOULD GUARD AGAINST

Ther= 1s a wide spread opmmion that the Demo-
cracies should not actively support the Soviet Union in
its war against Germany This sechion of the popula-
tion base their argument on the fact that the internal
pohtical structure of Russia 18 widely different from and
antagonistic to their viewpoint It 1s not the Indian
public alone who share this suicidal outlook, majority of
Americans and Englishmen have the same outlook as
could be seen from despatches cabled out from
Washington and London on June 22, 1941, depicting
the latest reaction in those countries to the Russo-
German War Reuters’ Washington message contained
these words

*Of the immediate importance, as seen here, 1s the
fact that the attack on Russia means that the invasion
of Britain 1s definitely postponed The question whether
Russia, which has helped Germany, should now be
given Allied aid 1s being discussed avidly and opinions
differ widely There 1s no love here, for Russig, nor the
pohcy she has pursued but realists appremate that
anything which helps destroy Hitlerism 18 good *

After having experienced so much of humihation
at the hands of Fascism vast sections of humamty should
nuriure mnor sympathies with the creed 1i1s rather
a pihable phenomenon Fascism 1s the avowed enemy
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of civilization and orderly progress the Hitlor ragimo
on the continent has fully demonstrated It exerclsos
a dlabolical terror over the minds of the citizens through
systems of esplonage cold murder series of protracted
and painful torture In concentration camps and
demonstrations of fiandish might to suppress any and
every sort of opposition to tho systom A common
mothod adopted by the Stato suthoritios is that of
briblng innocent children by offering prizes and other
rewards in schools for betraying their own parents by
roporting stmple exprossions of apinion in their privata
talka at home to the socrot police What prospects
such a system of Government holds to these people no
sane person can Guess

Evon Mr Churchill in his spaoch soon after tho
declaration of war by Germany on Russia had some
hard worda to say in the matter of ideoclogical diffe
rence between the Government of Britain and the
Government ol Russia. “The regime s indistinguish
able from tho worst features of Communiem. No ono
has been more a consistant opponent of Communism
than I have been for the last twenty five years 1 will
unsay no word that | have spoken about it. Thoso are
the words which Dr Goabbel s propaganda machinery
will now set to enlarge upon to impress the neutral
minds and the subjacted populace in ocoupled coun
tries with the idea that the enemys camp i divided
and that they would not be In a position to offer
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concerted resistance to the all powerful German mihtary
machine With these words he will now on spread
defeatism and terror in the minds of all who are now
under the yoke of Nazism and who look with anxiety the
vast horizon to see a ghmmerning of hope to redeem them
from this monstrous bondage With the same words he
will bombard the Amencan mind, the minds of the
mllionaire businessmen and the commoner and pave
the way for potenhal fifth column activities in all
these statles

Regrettably enough, the statements of all impor-
tant British and Amencan personalities are tinged
with the same feeling and the same dark spots with
which the enemy can now onwards erect strong barr-
1erg in all these countries to offset the renewed efforts
and vigour of large masses of citizens directed towards
the task of defeating Fascism from the homeland and
the international front Mr Anthony Eden's words
“The pohtical systems of our two countries ( Russia
and Brntamn ) are anhpathetic Our ways of life are
widely divergent. . . Brtain has probably fewer
Communists than any nation in Europe I always hate
that creed ... ”» and conservative Mr Robertson's
remarks “The many millions of the King’s very loyal
Roman Catholic subjects, we hate both Communism and
Nazism We would support whatever measures may be
necessary so long as the Government stand by their
assurances that they do not wish to withdraw their
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provicus opinion of Communism as a croed  loavo the
samo loophole for the enomy to drive a wodge Into tho
home front and split it gradually but steadily This bad
taste ts not characteristic of the liberal and conservative
mombers alone but also of influontial Trade Unloniats
as ovidenced by tho remark of Mr Jhon Marshbeink,
Secretary of the National Union of Railway-men who
remarked “Thorze who onter the strugglo with us are out
frionds and Allles but they must understand that we do
not compromise with our principlos Commenting on
this featuro an Indian Dally wroto by way of Editorial
<1t is passing strange that it saoms to bo against the
grain of any member of the British Government to think
of Russia and behave towards Russia without any
mental ressrve  Mr Neville Chamborlain was not troub-
lod by any squocamish {doas about Nazism when ho went
all out to placato Hitler His visft {o Mussolint did not
botray any great horror on his part for the profossions
and practices of Fasclam. It is only Communism that
filla tho Briton 8 mind with boly horror  And tho same
paper also wrote subsoquontly one cannot help feoling
that, solong as tho Britiash Govornment is awayed by
City interesto and othor vestod interests the ant!
Communist blas is diffioult to get rid of, oven though
it must be admitted that the influonco of those intorests
is slowly diminishing

What we should quard against is the poealbility
of a slackoning of the war efforts on the part of our

Tho Telegraph, dated June 28, 1941
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country and that of England, her Dominions and
Amenca, engineered by such feeling as outlined above
Expression of similar remarks too frequently will only tend
to spread the defeatist mentality and pave the way
for fifth column achwvities Nazi fifth column works
right at the top and actually its recruits are from the
biggest businessmen, Civil Servants » and Military
Ofhicials as seen from the experience of Norway, France
and Rumanmia India has not escaped from Naz
attention 1m this regard and how far fifth column
achivities have taken hold of the public mind can
be gauged from the utterances of prominent public
personalities  There 1s also a widespread belief
that Hitler 13 a Samnt endowed with certain mission
and to go under the Nazi heels 15 not n any way
detrimental These foolish 1ndividuals base their
arguments on the assumption that Hitler 1s .extremely
virtuous because of his abstentions and being a teetotaller
and a vegetarnan ( according to some ) he cannot do
any real harm to the present modes of worship All
that these gentlemen care are the question of worship
and the freedom for exploitation

Mr Vernon Bartlett wnhing in the News Chiomcle
stikkes a clear note on the dangers that beset
Democracy by following this train of thought The
concluding portion of his article 1s revealing, “One s led
back for an explanaton of this to the conflict of 1deolo-
gies which 1n the past Bmtish Statesmen attempted to
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deny Hess it appears gonuinsly belisved thathe could
organise an Anglo-German peace hers on the bhasia
of an Anglo-German war against Russia/t Hitler with
whom he had discussed the metier may quite easily
have decided that the British and Americans would
really be willing to liaten to his assuranca that Commun
{sm, rather than Fasciam, is their enemy

‘Indesd unless we are very careful the assurance
might eastly be acceptad There are some pecple in
this oountry who would willingly listen to arguments
that Germany oconquered Europe that she promised
to leave us alone if we left her alone that jt would
be dangerous to try to atarve her out and drive her
out now that she has 2o increased her sources of supply
that after all, she is ready to take over the responaibility
of crushing Communism There are many more such
people In America

“That presumably is why Hitler has made an
attack for which there was no other necessity He might
keep America neutral might split public opinton tn the
Democraoctes

Perhaps the above is axactly what Hitler wanis
to be done of the Democracies  To split public opinion
both in America and England.on an issue of like tmpor
tanoce is easy enough His propaganda department is
1fully aware of it and we have enclgh indications as to
n which direction the wind is blowing 'The day on
which Germany attacked Russia, the Offiolal Qerman
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News Agency gave out the information that the German
Eoiscopate had sent a message to pastors of all dioceses
describing the war against Soviet Union as a fight for
Chrishamty in the whole world Moreover pastors are
nstructed to point out in their Sermons that Chrishanity
15 persecuted in  Russia Dr Rosenberg, the Na=z
mtellectual, wrote in the Voelkischer Beobachier that
Germany undertook the fateful mission with the task of
overthrowing Bolshevism and ireeing this vital region
forits historic task Reuter telegraphed on the same
day that a torrent of German propaganda in jushtifica-
tion of the attack upon Russia continued to pour from
German Wireless Stations

What results have been achieved by such streams
of propaganda, the following example bears adequate
testimony One has only to consider Ex-President
Herbert Hoover's statement at the beginning of the
Russo-German war and his subsequent Broadcast talk
on June 30, 1941, In the first instance he 1s reported
to have said that Germany's declaration of war against
the Soviet should benefit both Britain and America
"It wall ease the British position in the Pacihic as well as
Europe® and added ‘It may also obviate the necessity
of the United States entering the war ss an achve com-
batant® In his subsequent speech he turned the wrong
side and advocated continued aid to Bntain and China
viathout putting United State’s troops into war zones
urging arming the Western Hemisphere without in the
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meantime provoking war As regards amsistance to
Russia his words make oontrasting reading “There is no
doubt wo will make good our promise to aid Russia
but an {declogiocal war to bring our freedom to the
world died spiritually when we made that promise
1t 1s also reported that he went to the exient of accus-.
ing Stalin of oontributing to the downfall of France
tmplanting claws hatred in Amarica, and waging a
stealthy war against American institutions It is evl
den! from his spesch reprosentative as it should be of
large oiroles of American opinion, that the decision of
sonding American aid to Russia perhaps spontanecusly
made 1s capable of being ravisad or modified at least in
the same way as his own uttsrances on the two diffsrent
ocoassions His first pronounoement was spontanecus
the subsequent one uﬂarl careful and delfberate
thinking To a passing observer taught in the amister
methods adopted by Fasclats of diverting public opinion
into tunnels proviously prepared lsading to an abyss of
oonfused dimsnsions where one loses all his self balance
and falls a vicHm to the Nazt way of thinking the
subssquent ulterance of an Ex President of the United
States sounds dangerons reasoning The more so
because the opinion is not shared by an Ex President
alone but by millions of influsntial ciizens throughout
the length and breadth of America.

To oounteract such narrow minded vision of the war
that ts being presently fought should be the atm of all
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reasonable persons. Governments should work day and
night with their respective propaganda machineries to
nullify the effects of such diabolica) sense of reasoning
that Communism and not Fascism 1s the real danger to
democracy ¥ We have seen sarher, which type of
Government has stood more by the principles of demo-
cracy and jushce, and evidently and none would point
the accusing finger against Stalin but at the same time
thousands would direct not only their ingers, but their
bayonets and thumbs against Hitler, Mussolin: and Japan,
the representatives of Fascism and 1its torch bearers
Against the will of such a vast proporhion of
divided public opinion President Roosevelt 1s striving
to rush assistance to the Democracigs and his task every
body would realise 1s not an easy one To mould public
opinion 8o as to carry always a majonty with one to
gain sanction for his actions, the President has been
toihing day and night It ought to be our proclaimed
aim now to make the President's task easier There are
ways and ways of doing it The first and foremost 1s
that we as a nation should ally ourselves with our
own free will by the side of the Democracies in the
fight aganst Fascism and show to the reachonary
Americans that 1n such a crisis as this we with all our
gnievances agamst the Brihsh Statesmen have found
it possible to sink our differences and umte for a
common cause Secondly, our leaders and public men
should appeal more and more to American sentiment
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and aspirations to support the Democracics in a total
war against Fascism  Thirdly we must fight Fasclsm on
the homs front by sxposing fifth column aclivities on
the part of Influenttal citizens and political organizations
and wage a relentless war on all symptoms of defeatism
and disinterestedness Subssquently wo should precs
the Government and the country to reisa a huge
army equipped in the most modern way and arm the
civilian population to rosist any thrust by Foacist forcos
About Brittsh Die hard projudice Mr M. N Roy
that able Indian politiclan has drawn pointed attention
In a Press statemont issued prior to the declaraifon
of war on Russia by Germany and elaborated subse
quently In an articls in the Indspendent India, of June
22 1941 Mr Roy citling an example to indicale how
far diehard prejudica can go writos “The prejudice
against the Soviet Union in Britian 18 so insane that
even the possibility of its ontering into war against
Germany is interpreted in a way sympathetic for the
lattar! The King Hall News Lsiler® of June 5 for
axamplo contains the following passage In the former
caes (Hitler attacking Britian this summer ) he must do
everything within his powar to forestall a stab in the
back from Stalin while he is concentrating his forces
against Britltan  Can prefudice go any farther ? An act
on the part of the Soviet Union which obvlously
would be most welcome is described ns an instance of
bad faith | Such s the antiquated ways of thinking by
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emment Brihish politicians this hour How suicidal
such ways of thinking could be, i1t seems, evenis n
France, Czechoslovakia, 'Poland, Norway, Belgwum,
Denmark, Holland, Bulgarina and Hungary have not
been able to show to these Brntish eyes blinded by
dichard prejudice

When this war 1s over, when this carnage: of whole-
sale death and destruction 1s ended, we shall be in a
posihon to discuss who are those agents who brought
such endless sources of destruction, pillage and plunder
to this earth In the meanwhile we can only guard ours-
elves agamst such agents, and agamst falling prey to
their arguments, flavoured with fiendish wisdom and a
power to foretell fevents with cocksure certainty, an
art taught them by their master the Naz1 Fuehrer They
tell us that all our ways of living and aspirations have
gone out of date and these are going to be definitely
replaced, soon they say, by their ways and means of
hiving and thinking Pity to such of our contemporaries
who fall victim to this type of reasoning and contribute
mnocently enough to the fall of social justice every
wvhere

In the midst of such calamities we can only be
fortihed with wisdom and courage which the latter part
of Churchill's speech tries to unfold “We have but one
aim and one single irrevocable purpose We are resol-
ved to desiroy Hitler and every vestige of the Nazi
regime From this nothing will turn us—nothing We
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shall never parloy wo shall never negotiato with Hitler
or any of his gang  We shall fight him by land wa shall
fight him by sea we shall fight him In tho alr untt] with
God s help we will rid the earth of all thoso who have
shadowed it and liborate the people from his yote
Any man or State who fights agalnst Nazlsm will have
our ald. Any man or Stato who marches with Hitler iz
our foe This applios not only toan organised State
but to all representatives of that vile race of Quislings
who make themselves the tocls and agents of tho Naz|
regime against their fellow countrymon and against the
land of thoir birth. These Quislings liks the Nazi leaders
have not boen disposed of by thoir fellow countrymen
which would gsave trouble but will bo dellvered by us
on the momn of victory to the justica of the Allied tribu
nals That s gur policy and that is our declaration

We are equally concerned Il not more with the
opinion of the British working class the farmers and
the broad masses of men and women whose opposition
to Fascism is more thorough and sustaining As the
following words of Alvarer del Vayo Foreign Ministor
of Republican Spain prove as regard the Spantards
the mind of tha common people in England and India
wil! go to a great extent to determine the policy of thess
countries towards Fascism “In spaln to-day as yesterday
only the canaills, the common people ars on the side
of democracy This is a distressing fact for the die-
hards of the democratic countries who would prefer to
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have as allies the other die-hards every where But
without thevfinal aid of the cnnarllz ‘of all Europe, Hitler
cannot be: Beaten Now 1s the time to .choose sides”
Brihish Labour in spite of its lacking a determined
leadership capable of fulhilling professions and promises
have been strong in the condemnation of Fascism

Mr Lees Smith’'s remark that, “if Hitler imagined that by
this act, he would be regarded by any party:or quarter
in this country or the United states as a crusader agamnst
Communism, he under-estimates our intelligence,” throws
much hght on the Labour Party's attitude to the latest
phase in the war The subsequent utterance of
Dr Hugh Dalton, the Minister.of Economic Warfare at
the Regional Labour Conference at Cardiff on 28th June,
that no party of the British nation 1s more firmly deter-
mined to fight the war to the end than the Labour Party
1s an additional quarantee that- Labour will not be found
wanting at this crucial hour He also gave the warmng
“Hitler thought that when he committed his last act of
treacherous and unprovoked aggression agamnst Russia,
the people of other countnes would forget his filthy
crimes and think of him once more as a world saviour
agamnst Communism I hope those who believed 1n that
rubbish, know better now?” As regards the Ant-
Comintern pact he said 1t was a bait for simpletons and
was directed against the hberties of freemen every-
where and most of all against the British commonwealth

His vords “Today the Red Army and tke Red Air Force
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aro our comrades in Armz  Thoy and we are out on the
cama orrand to crush the Gorman war machine and the
oconomic apparatus that foeds 1t cheuld rapresont
oqually the viow of Indian and English werkmen

Tho la t fow pages are meant for the Ind an dio
hards Including the reactionary ol of Hatlonalista a3 a
warning agalnst stor ing tho war aa of ne immedioto
con oquonce lo them By {osteniny dafealism by those
vory acts and profeesiont they aro reoding in theso
very wators tho gorms of Fasctsm which would ono day
broak out into the most virulant of diccarrs that can
poesibly affect the Indian bady politic Haring eonclu
ded such & warning wo shall now procoed to oxamine
how Russla g and Britaln s war is ac thuch cur own war



CHAPTER FIVE
RUSSIA’'S AND BRITAIN'S WAR IS AS MUCH OUR OWN

There 1s a wide spread notion that this war is fought
on mmpenalist aims and that 1t 1s a war of nval Impena-
lisms stniving against each other for world domination
This view finds support from the ardent Congress
Nationalists to the Liberals and the Labourites and those
reactionary set ol people who do not bother about
any party or creed except their own creed of exploiting
the masses to the utmost The Mushm League, the Hindu
Mahasabha and other Communal organisations also
encourage similar views though shght changes have
become wisible in the utterances of their leaders, parh-
cularly those of the Mahasabha Congressmen, before
Russmian entry into the struggle were grouped into
two broad categories known commonly as the Left
and the Right wings With the Right wing the question
of supporting the war 15 a matter of prestige, since
the Briish Government are not prepared to concede
their demands there can be no question of assisting
the Bnitish Gove.rrment i 1its war against Germany The
Left wing used to gwve all sorts of interpretations
regarding Sowviet neutralily and indulged mn a sort of
wishful thinking that the Indian liberation would be
accomphshed by the Red Army They went as far as
to infer some sort of secret understanding between
Germany and Russia whereby India would be demarcated
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as Russian sphore of fafluence to tho jubiiation and
glory of theso Indian pseudo-rovolutionaries  Thero
was yot another group who thought in terms of revohs
tion and the dictatorship of tho prolotariat without
gtring thought to oither of these from tho roalm of
possibility that when tho Fascists aclually invaded the
country in tho constornation and tho preoccupation
of tho British Army of occupation in Indla a rovolution
would bo [omentod and probably assisted by tho
fnvaders so that a classloss State would bo esteblished
on the ruins of the British Empire  How far such
a schemo of things would become possible under the
very heels of an Invader who is tho accrodited crusader
against Soctalism in all countries thoy stoop not to think.
Howover Germanys doclaration of war against Russia
has holped a lot to clear tho head of theso Loft wing
polilicians  who now clamour for outright mobilisation
For that reason fto convinco them of the danger of
Fascism there io no necemsity now since thoy have
recelved a good knock on thoir hoads from Hitler himeslf
Wisdom dawns rathor late in life and as the Turkish
proverb putis it, I8 & comb which you actually got when
the halr is gono

The Right wing Congresamon are for tho most part
compoted of the rich businossmen (Banins and
Marwarls) the landlords and money lenders supportod
by a credulous mass of ignorant people who aro movad
by the incantation of the megic word of Mahatma
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Gandhi. This section actually control the Congress
machinery either through their own personal nfluence
or through theirr agents Mahatma Gandhi is their
Chief whom they mphatly follow and who 1n
turns exacts imphcit faith in his creed to put forth
their plans into execution What these people want
Mahatma Gandhi to do for them is exactly what the rich
businessmen of Germany and Europe wanted Hitler
to do for them in the beginning of his career Hitler
gave them the promise to retamn the status quo and
crush every symptom of revolution or social progress,
but he told that he would do so by armed might
Mahatma Gandhi also has given the promise towards
the same end, but he proposes to do it by more
subtle means He has adopted the creed of non-violence
to keep the oppressed people where they are, ignorant
and non-complaining believing in the supreme ordain-
ment The Millionawres of Europe gave Hitler money
for Armaments, the Millionawres of India gave Gandhi
money and faith (for external appearsnces ) and both
of them seem to be fulfiling their promises, Gandhi
peacefully with benevolent devotion meaning no harm
and Hitler with fire and bnm stone and infuriated hke
a Genn mvoked for the purpose threateming to devour
its own master. What are the results, and what a
contrast ° You see mn Europe in hideous onslaught,
the Nazi war machine with its clanking, hell-clicking,
dandified Prussian Ofhicers, ils crafty expert agents
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fresh frem the cowing and trirg down of & doren
counines  (in thke  sppoved ChurchClan eirhy of
erprezsion) a~d the phempy red faced md choorted
businessmen vring with Goadng &9t here ta India yo
rer khaddsrcled inctmatisras of  stmplictly rmomng
about in Rols Aeoyorr frd on the tols onl privatisae
of & vert soctirn cf humar.y ndden to seridom Ged
and rianry flo~iing at the docrs cf temples, churchier
and motques to gn redemption frem sll theva and in
tu~h attempt drawing doeggom at ons ancthers throats
on the quettizn of the erniet! appreach o thyt redeap.
ticn, and mull oot of thaddar ¢l1d simpleteny mutterdng
indlsitretly the lstest mantraz wsued from Wardlbe o
the humming sound of hsll a docen Charkar ard
marching to what goal wo know nat It 1s not by
accident wo find scmo eort of allinity mn theso (wo sels
of humanity Both of theta morch with a fatalist ettitude
towards somo unknown  detinatian  despendantly
viowing end roviewing their progrots and into what
abyrs thoy will bo uliimately driven to, only paople
endowed with vision can fareee

The aebove set of poopls have begun to regard the
Hazis at invincible and {realy canvass the prospect that
success of the Nazls would ensure liberatlon for India
They feel that the Na.l now comers would not be in
& posltion to administer the country themsolres properly
and for that reason would ontrust the Governmont to
Indiane Thelr cther ergument equelly futile ts that
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it would not make much diHference to be under the
yoke of Germans or Japanese so long as India remains
fit to be ruled by some foreign power They feel no
horror for Fascism and as a matter of sympathy they
feel themselves drawn to the creed They take inspira-
tion from their leader who 1s termbly afraid of *Red
Ruin® just as much as Adolf Hitler 1s

These represent only the nahonalist view pomnt.
The hberals according to their professions are persons
who do not much care whether the country 1s ruled or
not ruled, badly ruled or efficiently carried on They are
mostly drawn from old pensioners and other superan-
nuated persons from all walks of ife and all they care
are peaceful ends to their hves And Politics to them 1s
formal affair of annual conferences, handshakes,
statements and dinner parties and the results of their
work they gauge from the number of columns theiwr
dehberations carry in the Statesman, the Times of Indsa,
the Madras [Ma:l and other Anglo-Indian Dalies in
the country By looking to these they have reason
to be satished of their efforts, strenuous of course
since they are all old To them it does not matter
whether there 1s an English Governor or a German n
his place they are all sure to get invitations to the
annual garden parties and opportunities to present their
wives and daughters to digmitaries n the approved
ceremonal style to be caught by camera-men of Fashion
Editors  Ofcourse 1t might need changes n the ways
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of saluting and revision of certain chapters in their
Free Masonry manuals and there ends their vision of
the future

What defines the attltude of the Muslim League
the less said the better Modellad after the Congress—
Jinnah had his schooling there— their goal is complete
independence and now a days Pakistan Both of
them sound romantic and inviting for the generation
that is coming and the generation that ix going
What are the practical needs of the Community and
what are the ways of achieving such aims the leaders
are not much oconcerned nor do the rank and file
linnah a attitude resembles that of a shepherd boy
waving a red ocloth before the Congress bull trying to
excite and block its way simultaneously The profosst
ons and practios of the Muslim Leagus on the question
of! Indlas participation in the war are ambiguous
Members of the Muslim League are not supposed to
seorve on War Committses but there is nothing to restrict
leaders of the organisation marching straight to the
trenches The League is atonce Imperial, National, Pan
Arabic Pan Islamic and Pakistanic if you are to view
that body through its components. If you are to gauge
the sympathles of an organisston from the
Publications which are favoumble to i, German High
Command Communiques find more prominence in
some of these probably due to the fact that Berlins
Urdu Commentator happens to be a Muslim. Thess
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observations of mme are however not disparagingly
meant , all that I mean to say 1s that the present athiude
of the Muslim League 1s rather problematical. And to
me, it seems, the athtude of the League would be deter-
mined by the athtude of Turkey, Egypt, Afgamsthan
and Arabia to the War rather than the political consi-
derations confronting the Mushm nhabitants of
India, and if that assumption proves to be correct, such
a decision would be made outside and not within the
country

The votaries of the Hindu Mahasabha have of late
become more realist in their assessment of the forces
threatening India’s safety The word safety 1s purposely
used and any other wnter would have substituted the
word independence for 1t, but to me such can only be an
exiravagance i the usage India's independence 1s
never threatened because she is not independent at
all Mahasabha Leaders have become pronounced
in their appeals for supporting the War efforts This
zeal I believe 1s due to the fact that the principles of
Hindudom are incompatible with those of Nazidom
They may have other motivies as well in their support
of war efforts, may be to get more and more Hindus
enro.led 1in the Army, Air force and the Navy as nucleus
for the future Hindu Mihtia But this can only be
secondary and the main reason for their attitude is the
aware-ness of the dangers of Nazism In this regard
the leaders of the Mahasabha amongst the many other
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political organisations in the country havo astessed
the situation in a more roalistic sense than many of thoir
contemporaries, omerges as a fact.

Wo havo by this tine formed a basic {dea of tho
whole of Indiaa attitude towards the war A broad
mass of peopls still remain confused over the lssue and
thoir mentality can best be described as feeblo-
mindedness. As I write these words I have before me an
arficls by Mr ] B. Xripalan! the Glenoral Secrelery of the
Indian National Congress hoaded Is there a way out
which 1o a great extent ha'ps to undemstand the whole
situation Mr Kripalani begins his article with the
quoation  *While unfavourable news n a froe country
steals people to greater determination and exsertlon,
here {t depresses and unnerves them. Why this
diiference.” He answers with three reasons. The firat
ts that India s woofully lacking an Army which could be
called an Army at all in the modern sense of the word
cnpable of rosisting an invasion by any of the Powens
Thé second ia that efforts are not being made to
remady this defect and thirdly the people aro not
trusted In the matters of defence. One cannot doubt
Mr Kripalanis sincerety in examining these problems
and stating that the Indian does not tight with any
enthusiamm born of the conscicustiess of serving & noble
cause its Nary and Air Foroe are only in names and
that the industrial organisation needed for sustaining
a good fightlng anny has not at all besn given
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considerahon fo, in India Naturally he asks, why the
Government of India was in a hurry to declare India
a belligerent country when Spain, Japan and Umted
States of ' America remain neutral even to.day. In
surveying the whole situation ncluding: the possible
athitude of the present supporters of the Government,
the Congress standpoint and the utter helplessness
of the Indian masses, the writer has:shown much
perspecuity, but the discomforting feature 1s the end
“Such situations (as the present Indian situation) mn
which human efforts appear puny, vain and futile, create
great 'tragedies They are also fit occassions for a
miracle to happen Let us, therefore, hold our souls 1in
peace and faith, ready for all emergencies, bamshing all
petty thoughts and fear®

Can we as Mr Kripalam suggests, afford to wait
for some miracle to happen to save the whole world
from the endless destituhon that 1s now threatenhing
The war 15 only @ begmnning for still greater sufferings
Admuttedly there are short-comingsin the policies
followed by the Government of India, one of such s, as
Mr Knpalam: points out, the defining of India's defence
boundaries as the Mediterranean and the Far East
For the present the Government cannot but do that
The war is and wll be fought in those theatres before it
ever approaches the frontiers of India I do not pretend
to say that India's frontiers are not threatened If the
war confinues with the same tempo as at present it

‘Amrita Bazar Pairika dated July 2, 1941 \\(D

(8

—
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would not bo far off when wo too will bo In the midst of
it We have therafore to reinforce the outor defences
as far as posaible to keep the enemy away from the fron
tiors and at the sams time prepars the home front for
a total defence even if the frontlars aro threatened and
give way This was the point Stalin omphastsod in his
historic Broad-cast message to Sorist citlzens on July 3
and the same message applies with oqual importanco
to our own problamms  *We must subordinate overything
to the intorests of the Front and the task of crushing thd
enemy” should be the motto of avery citizen in the coun
triea which are now threatened by the Nazl onslaught.

It t» shoer madness to imagino that Germany has
no aggressive intentlons as rogards Indta Of course
these lunatica base their assumptions on the Broad-casts
from German Wircleas Stations  Somo of them even go
to the extent of saying that Hitlor has promised the
libsration of Indka and the award of Independonce to
the country It is reported that Hitlor made the pron
ounocoment that the fate of Indla would not be astiled in
Indiz but on the continent of Europe and if the state
ment is trup Hitler has only given out his plans sarlier
What is exactly the fate that Hifler has ordained for
India? From what he has dons with other countries in
Eurcpe we can jmagine well in advance the miserles that
would be the lot of Indiana, if ever thay have the
misfortune to become his victims one day The presont
leaders nationalist politicians students and sclentists
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will all be stemlized or put into Conceniration Camps,
Indian Universities and educational institutions of all
kinds closed down, all able bodied Indian men and
women will be drafted to build roads and high ways for
the Nazi masters, for, Indian women are not goodlooking
enough to serve as Mistresses for the Nazi Officers as in
the case of French and Polish women, and the whole of
the Ind:an continent will be made to serve as a huge
granary and source of raw maternals for Nazi Germany
No amount of exaggeration goes into this picture of Naz:
India for these are exactly what Hitler himself has told
he would do with the black races And yet there are
large number of people who would welcome him as the
Saviour Short sightedness and narrow mindedness
con't go further

If Hatler himself does not propose to starta cam-
paign to invade India, his other Axis Partner, Japan 1s
ever willing to embark on such an adventure prowvided
the opportunity seems sufficiently ripe to ensure success
of the plan By the time these words appear in print
Japan would have made the decision already One
thing 1s certain that in the Axis plan of things there
can't be any free country or institution and everything
would exist as only mstruments for Axis esxploitahon
And who will control this Axis, 18 necessarily the queshion
Germany of course By edging Italy to embark on
adventurous campaigns on behalf of herself and Ger-
many, Italy has surrendered her everything to Germany
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By surrondering the Pasto Bremnero ( Brenner Pass)
Mussclinl has received in oxchango the Pazto Romano
(tho gooso step) Tho same fato Is to bo Japans as
well! In the Chinese affalr Germany gave hopes to
Japan that by adopting Blitr tactios the wholo affair
would be g matter of days and now overy one knows to
what oxtent Japan has got into the mud. Japan, If ft
sorves the purposo of Hitlor will be required to ombark
on many more such campalgns and just like {taly she
{a sure to gel into tho mud up to hor head, and then
Germany would save her by one pull at the last hour
Thats how Berlin plans tho conquost of Japan on tho
same'‘lines she planned for that of Italy But shall we
soo Hitler suatalning afl theso and fee! strong in the
end to go thréugh hor planned conquest of tho world
It is not enough to answor in the nogative but positive
proof must 'be shown to sce Germany at the foot of all
Iying prostrate begging for mercy For that wo muat
sirivé hard now onwards and then we can say wo have
sorved Democracy and have been sorved by Democracy
well for that

The German Generel Staff have made doclaions
already and as rogards this war they say

“There will no longer be viotors and vanquishod
but survivors and theso whose names are siruck from
the list of nations

A war waged onergetically and oonsciously for
the purposs of spiritually breaking and destroying thoem
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can be a death blow especially for those civihised
nahiorts whose elasticity and whose power of regene-
ration have already suffered to a considerable degree. |

“Many an apparently invincible colossus (like
Britian ? ) 1n reality stands on feet of clay, and what one
or two generations ago was mmpossible has today already
become possible ; with a single powerful blow to break
a nation's spintual backbone, to destroy it-for ever and
trample it 1n the dust ® ) .

Hitler has done it with many sof the European
natioris one by one. Shall we allow that to be done,of
Russia, Great Britain, India and China also Thatis a
question which has to be answered immedhately and with
all force. Can Indid expect to remain an idle spectator
when her very hife and existence are threatened with
sudden doom, our pohticians need think over.

What 1s Bnhan fghting for ? What 15 Russia
fighting for ? What France and every other fallen
country is fighting for? It is not for the nahional
sovereignity they are fighting. They are fighting for the
very life and existence of the individual citizens of these
countnes Fascism, or Nazism as you may call it 15 the
very antithesis of everything that is dear to the human
heart It 1s this menace they are fighting and the
same menace 1s knocking at our doors also This
18 no time for complacency or to think that this war
is fought for Impemnalist ends. The moment U S.S R
entered the conflict that pretence has ceased to exist

1

Y
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Communism cannot bo oxpocted to fight hand In hand
with Imperialtsm #f tho war is fought on Imporialist aims
To-day workers of the Unton of Socialist Soviot Repub-
lice are comradas In Arms of the workers and Aristocracy
of Britaln, Ind!a and Amorica lighting agalnst a common
enemy and endowod with almost tho same ideals and
aspirations Porhape it is a miracle that we sco to-day
before our vory oyes Communists and Imperialists join
together having sunk all their diflsrencos beforo a
common cause An cquivalont miraclo should occur
here within this country as woll es hepponed during the
last war of Indian nationalists and thelr rulers uniting
for the same purpese Will Indian leaders tiso (o the
occassion is the question ?

Deutsche Webr Ium 13 1933, quoted from Hifler- Consplracy
ainst Pegee, § Krchno.



CHAPTER SIX ‘
THE SUICIDAL POLICY OF THE CONGRESS

Assessing Indian Nahonahsm in terms of prestige
and achieving Indian freedom as & atter of pride are
not 1deal conditions The queshon usually discussed is
can the present Indian attitude help any way in gaining
the country's freedom Thé answer can only be in the
negative Congress recalcitrance is no forceful threat
to Bmhan to abdicate power It'can only help the
British harden theirr mind and the conseguential grip
on India Moreover the Liberal and Labourite athitude
towards India would gradually become cold if the people
of the country continue their hfe and death struggle
with cold calculation They are not to be blamed
for that How far such a turn in the mentalty of the
Liberal and Labourite elements in England will affect
Indian Independence adversely the Congress Leader-
ship is fully capable of understanding Congress has
not been planning for the wresting of Independence as
a matter of night If such would have been Congress
ideals, there would be less reason for the Congerss to
think and act in terms of non-violence Gandhiji on
countless number of occassions has made that pomnt
clear Congress expects and has hitherto prepared
the country to recewve Independence as a matter of
aift from England With this end in view Congress
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Resclutions on complete Indopendonce havo boen
watered down by means of Gandhijis iInterprotations
to virtually amount to Dominion Status of tho Statuto
of Wesiminster varioty with a clauso glving power to
ceds from the British Cc alth if found y
The latter condition i{s only meant to placato Pandit
Jawaharlal, Boso and f{ow other so called oxtromists
in the Congress body politic It was oxactly on theso
points i.e on tho approach to tho indepondencoe and the
question of ceding from tho Commonwoalth, Subhas
Chandra Bese broke away fran Gandhi  Bososn
impatisnco was only a sccondary matter Mahatma
Goandhis vislon of Independont Indla is thing
like Awstralia or Canado attsined by some sort of
compromise batwoen tho present rullng class and the
Indian Nattonalists Jawsharlal Subhss Bose and few
other Left wing Congrossmen visualise India as any
othor nation like Japan, Russla or America with com
plete indopendence as rogards her intornal rogime and
foreign policles  Subhas Bose might profer an alliance
with Japan or Germany while Jawaharlal would like his
country following in the foolateps of Russia and closely
collaborating with the latter like China But tho latter
two forms of asplirations cannot be taken to bo tho offtcial
view point of the Cangress aince that body Is controlled
by Mahatma Gandhl. Thersfore an analysts of the
Congress policy must nocessarly bo in terms aof
Mahatma Gandhi s ideas.
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different directions and the strain might even break the
couniry into two unequal halves With the present
leadership of the Muslim Lsagus and the Indian
Natlonal Congress remaining in power there is little
ltkelthood of the country uniting {nto one compact whole
and pursuing a polioy that would perpetuate the
oountry s existsnce as one nation There s also much
less likelthood of the British abdloating power under
such ciroumstancas

In this confused light we have to examine the
present polioy of the Indfan Natlonal Congress
Congress has started the Satyagraha movement as a mild
protest against the British 1 not recognising Indfa forth
right as an indepsndent nation when they claim to be
fighting for the ocause of freedom for small nations
Gandhijfi has made it clsar that such expremsion of
protest should not be diverted to mean any sort of
haressmont of the Government in its war sfforts, If the
movement is only meant as such a protest, iis usefulness
and purpose are now past Its usefulnses is gone in the
ssnse that it has falled to rouse a mufficiently strong
public opinion in this country or outside and its
purpose ia lost In the sense that a mere protest cannot
be made Into a permanent policy Moreover by pursuing
such a policy the Congress is losing fta grip on the
public 28 could be seen from the sudden fall in the num
ber of salyagrahts and the enthusiasm evinoed In the
movement. Thero i nothing to speak of as a movement
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in the present satyagraha 1n its restricted scope
and applcation Moreover the movement has
deteriorated into a sham debacle in the face of growing
communal dissensions and international pohtical turmoil
and 1s doing harm to the country in more than one
respect

The prospect of India attaining independence 1s
receding gradually o a distant future If the political
situation returns to normal, supposing that the Demo-
cracies succeed n retaining the status quo after the war,
the presentation of a demand by the Indian public lor
independence would meet with increasing resistance
from the British pubhc They would be mmno good
mood to favourably consider such a proposal when the
Indian public have remained so recalcitrant in the days
of their gnim struggle for life against heavy odds The
Conagress to enforce its demands may enter into a
struggle in the characteristic non-violent manner and
with what results ? It would end 1n a hasco, and if
Gandhyi lives to guide such a struggle the end would
be nothing but a turn of the inner voice

To day the problem that faces the country is not
one of gaming ndependence but of retamning the
vestige of immdependence that it now enjoys Gandhiji
himself has asked what would be India's Independence
worth 1f Britain and every other freedom loving country
were to be overrun by the Nazis Of course India would
not be let to gain independence and then lose it Her



fHE SUKCIDAL POLICY OF THE CONGRESS el

turn to bo overrun is delayed only becauze of Hitlers
other preoccupations and he fs actually preparing for
such a final assault If the war proceeds in the samd
tempo as In tho past it 1s only a mattor of days when
we will be sighting the Nazls on our very borders
When onco they reach tho borders thero will bo no
neceasity to fight, as any sort of retistanco with the
presont equipment of the Indlan Aimy would not even
smount to a pin prick to the Nazt war machine By the
ond of an years war proparations at tho present rate
we would bo having a fow dozon Aeroplanes and throo
Lundrod Prlots half way under tratning | That {a the
prospoct India {acos to-day

Ind!a is on tho brink of disaster To her it {s only a
matler of fumping from the frying paninto the fire What
makos hor prepared to fump into tho firo tnstead of ro
malning In tho fylng pan is the quostion. Her polit(
alans are under a delucion In g the intonsity of
heat In the Irylng pan and the fire  Scorched for & long
while In tho pan thoy believe tho consummating heat
of tho fire would bo a deliverance The Indian National
Congress policy at prosent amounts to such a thing
The country {a shown the way to commit sulcide when
she wants to know the way to deliverance Il my intor
pretation of the Congress policy is corroot then it is
crimtnal for the Congross to adopt such a policy

Mahatma Gandhi during the last war acted as a
recrulting agent for Britaln for mon money and
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materials with surprisingly gdod results The last war
was not fought for such high stakes as at present
That conilict could be classed as an Imperialst
war for setthng the claims of rival Impernalisms
The success of one Imperialism or the other did not
matter much if the sum total of human happiness were
to be considered But to-day it 1s entirely a different
affair, for the struggle 1s between human hberty and
barbarism Fascism came to be recognised as a world
force only after the first World War If ever the theory
was mn existence before the war it was as a matter of
academic¢ 1interest to curious persons For the present
it is attemphing to envelope the whole globe spreading
destruction, slavery and suffering in its tra1l Never 1n
the history of the world has a war been fought on such
1deological conflict as in the present war The result
of this war will determine the future of mankind for a
considerably long stretch of time unless some sort of
miracle or accident overtakes the world and changes
the course of history contrary to all expectations The
disheartening feature however 1s that we are not hving
in an age of miracles and our faith in miracles is
practically non-existent Destiny of nations and
cultural mshtutions have responded to dehberate pre-
hand planning and action are matters of common belef
to-day and which could be justified from a survey of
historical events during the past few years History 1s
often credited with accident, but such an assumption
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cannot carry weight with pore~ns who have been taught
to viow it {n a scienbilic and gurpeeeful menner and it
(s not wiso to carry cuch an atrumptlen, or convitticn
a3 the casemay bo tothe exient of politically Elind
{olding a whole country Vo are living inan aomof
reality and  (llusions can have no pleco ta it [llusicns
rerve the purpote of charlatans or devils but broad
mazses of people aro netther 1t would senve the purpe »
ol a dovil liko Hitler to cynate an tllusion in the minds
of the poeple es to his roal purpose end then ruddenly
break on them and torroriss them o death

Thero are persons who say that the whele Connrria
aftiludo 13 one of bargaining rather than a tactical vxpro
tsion of diroppronsl. Theze vy zame poople alro point
out thet Dritain did not lulfil hor promusos made during
the last war as regards tho granting of Independence to
India [donot ignore this very reasonable doult on
tho pert of Indisns ond thoy also point cul tomo as
oxample the extroma short sightedness ol the present
day administration In not trusting tho Indlans #n their
own defonco matiers  Englishmen engaged in a life and
dsath struggle, havo alio cortaln moral respomsibilities
at this very grave hour and if they {all to carry out such
rosponsibllitios  thoy shall havo o stand on trial and
submit to proper punishment at the hands of the
genoration thatts ristng It would bo no oasy task to
oxplain eway things as they like lor by thoir actlon now
thoy shall have botrayed tho trust tho countleas aqes of
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traditton and civilisahon reposed n them. I shall deal
more fully with this aspect of the question subsequently
Accepting this very grave doubt I wish shill to appeal
to my countrymen to nse above all such dubious
feelings and act i a manner behiting the present
occassion [ want you to place your trust notin the
present ruling classes in England but in a generation
that 18 gradually nsing and 1s bound to come to power
not only mm England but mm India also. We will
discharge our moral responsibility, I say on behalf of the
Indian counterparts of such a generation, and they will,
{ am sure, take example from us and mse to their proper
heights. This generation will not carry with them
the petty 1deas which blind the present generation, and
they will act with courage and vision when the old
bark 1s worn out presenting the new to the full
sunshine

Prestige for a country which is slave of another
1sa desideratum only To act and think in terms of
prestige, the couniry cannot, when it is incapable of
asserting 1its own willand give expression to its latent
desires either due to its inefficiency or lack of
opportunity A country fully grown with a virile national
sentiment cannot be kept under bondage for such a
long period as 1n the case of India Therefore a country
which chooses to remain servile can never mmpress 1its
prestige abroad. Even if an opportunity arises Congress
m its present development cannot be expected to
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grasp that opportunity and act according to the will
of tho nation. The leadership as vindicated on many
previous occassions will ait tight on tho back snd hold
tho rein and keop back tho horce instead of ellowing
it to proceed to its goal, to reach which she has boen
siriving since her birth. By giving the roin in tho
hands of the prosent loaders of the Congress we aro
nefther hero nor thoro wo emart in botwoen [ hold
that oppressod nations too have cortatn responsibilitios
When others are enslaved wo should protest, and o 1t
pleases our mastors wo should holp the victim and beat
the oppressor By adopling such & procodure wo eam
the gratitude of tho victim vindicate our own ros
entmont at boing slaves and ploase our master which
would go to reliove the rigours of cur slavery Wo do
not fes! dimunitivo when wo light for such a cauze, but
on the conirary we feol dimunitive beforo othor oyes if
wo rofuse such a call or prompting and sit tight and
show grimaces st our mastor The whole of the prosont
is analogous to such a picture

Lat us examine the oppaosite to the presont Congross
policy By aligning with the forcos of freedom and
taking an active part in tho strugglo against aggrossion
the Congress will bo vindicating ita stand fully with the
cause of the oppressed natlons. Such a new alignment
of forces will hearten the despondent masses in tho
country who are at present in complele bawildorment
Something tells thom that all s not woll with tho warld
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and that their own safety s threatened by outside
agencies The Congress declaraion i1n favour of
pursuing the fight against Fascism with added wigour
would give them the feeling that they too are taking an
active interest in their future War work and civihan
organisation to combat the works of saboteurs, fifth
columnists and stray forces of the invading army will
be a dress rehearsal of their objective ight and a poli-
tical preparation which cannot be gained by years of
lecture work In fighting the invading forces of Fascism
they will be demolishing the native forces of reaction
and officialdom at the same time An army as thick as
the entire nation itself can only withstand the oppo-
sing forces of Fascism The fall of France clearly
vindicated the folly of reposing confidence in the Army
alone without paying attention to the civihan defence
front Japan's struggle in China and Germany's pro-
gress 1n Russia are examples of how civihan defences
can slow down the enemy's progress and ultimately
contribute to its defeat There 1s no doubt that Fascism
to-day 1s unequally matched Whith all the huge machini-
sed forces and dmlled armies at its disposal the
mternal contradictions of the system will force it one
day to reach the breaking point Our purpose should
be to aggravate and assist those internal contradictions
to gather strength and beat the whole mass so that the
entire structure may collapse under the impact One
major deleat on the military plane will hasten the



THE SUICIDAL POLICY OF YHE CRONGESS 3

{nternal collapse In bringlng about that major military
defsat, Indla can now play a docisive part for the
tmportance of the war has shifted to tho East Indias
arsenals are away {rom the encmy but not »0 far away as
that of Canads America and Australla from this theatre
of the war as to make quick transporfation Impozaible
which is essontially an advantage not to bo overlooked
Hitler cannot be casily oxpocted to closo our arsenals
and we must see that more and mare of our munitlon
and forces are son! to tho {ront lo stem tho advance of
the enemy and drag him to his slow but certain deloat
In that rospect Indla ts to-day very favourably placed
and advantago should bo takon of tho sltuation Thata
how we can prove tho saying that tho destiny of tho
world would be gulded from the East Il Indis can
unite body and soul for such a purpose and bring about
tho destruction of Hitler noar her frontiers by that act
alone Indla shall have won her indeopondenco and
prido of place among the nations of tho world. In case
British Govornment delays the recognition of such an
actuality wa have the greatest moral force in the world
then to challange the British and any extremity to which
wa may have resort to in furtheranoe of our clatm would
be supported by world public opinlon Congress ia
faced with such a situation to-day and in deciding the
future course of actlon of Indlans the Congross would
be turning the tide of war in favour of democracy and
freedom throughout the world
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The Indian National Commttee in London have
already appealed to Gandhij and other Leaders of the
Congress to review their policy regarding the war In a
resolution passed by them and cabled to Mahatma
Gandhi, they suggest the intensihcation of the effort
for the formation of a National Government with the
sole object of defending India against any threat of her
security This resolution was passed after the outbreak
of Russo-German hostilities, but earlier to this The
Hinduw which occupies a front rank position among
the Indian Nationalist news-papers came out with the
suggestion of restoring popular Ministries in the pro-
vinces and the Congress taking control of the adminis-
iration The suggestion contamned in a leading
Editomal was cnhicized by various circles in the
Congress and the lead suggested by The Hindu was
branded as a reactionary measure fithing the Liberals
and not a self respecting Congress But events have
proved the wisdom of such a move Amnrta Bazar
Patriha claiaming to be representative of the Official
Congress opmion 1in Bengal has been justifying the
Congress stand from the very beginning and this
leading daily ;n a series of articles subsequently
endorsed the Congress stand But, however, its leading
Editorial under the caption “The Congress Lead” in
its 1ssue dated June 28, 1941 present contrasting
reading Inits concluding portion are the significant
words
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“Whether that Governmen! do or do not react to
the prosent phase of the war with a promptitude and
decistvenaess worthy of the cause which they profoss to
hold dear the Congress ss an organlsation cannot
afford to Ignore it and pursue a policy which is causing
grave misglvings among & large section of its adherents
We submit these polnts for Gandhijl's carnest cons!
deration and since plenary autherity vesis fn him the
initiative must be his We repeat that the Russo—
German conflict has created a new situation both
internally and from the intornational point of view and
that it calls for reconsideration at an early date of tho
entire position of the Congreas with reference to war
and peace violence and non violence and the Congress
past record  its present programmo and its future role
in the struggls for human emancipation

Exactly the sbove was the stand taken by
M. N Roy two years back and for which he was expo
lled from the Congress. His crime 1s that he is
capeble of more clsar thinking than most of the
present day Congress Leaders Every Congress organ
including Amnila Basar Patrika has been denouncing
him for his boldness of vision which has atlast proved
true lask this question of the Congress can it not
rescind ite past deoist now and tate Roy and
hia aseociates in the Congress for their lead and
assistanoe would be invatuable to the organisation on the
whole Ihold no brief for Mr M. N Roy nar have I met
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i

him even, nor do I belong to his political party Iam
neither a Congressman nor a Royist, but dispassionately
viewing the whole controversy I say as every one else
would say that Mr, M N Roy has been correct and the
justification for the Congress action 1s lost now

The unfortunate thing in the whole situation 1s
that Pandit Jawaharlal who holds considerable sway
over the Congress organisation and for whose opinion
Gandhip has great respectis in Jail Along with him
are Jai Prakash Narain and the President Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad Pandit Jawaharlal and Jai Prakash must
be grnevously hurt to hear of Russia's misfortune and
were these gentlemen outside the Jails to-day, they
would have certainly set the Congress wings on saill I
know they all would rise to still laudable heights but for
Gandhip, and his retarding influence

What makes Gandhir hold to his present tactics ?
As far as a reasonably well informed cmnitic can see,
there are two reasons The first 1s his reachonary
doctrine of politics placing mmpheit trust in the status
quo To this he has been pitted by his rich patrons and
his own mental background The second reason 1s hig
non-violence creed Since he has come to be regarded
as a Saint and an Apostle of Truth and Non-violence, he
feels, 1t 1s not iithng to change tactics at all as regards
his pet non-violence doctrine Truth plays a role of
lesser importance n the scheme of things political, but
that 15 not the case wath non-violence it bemg the end
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and aim of all his political actions Congross by playing
tnto Gandhiii's hands hes got stuck up in mid-stream
with this doad load non violence. During the last war
Gandhijt to all purposes was a differont man  He was
far from a saint then, he was a leador who had succoeded
with certain new tactics particularly his non violence

but that was not his all So he could adapt himself
to the new circumstances crested by the war But
today his populatity has reached saintly propartions
and saints are olten credited with certain immobtlity Lka
the Sphinx or the Pyramids The pity is that Gandhiji
cares to remain a pollticlan even after bocoming a saint—
a tragic chapter in the history of India end a tragic
chapter in his own life story Gandhijl in his present
complex would be gaining moro popularity as an aposile
of truth and non violence and more of his countrymens
gratitude if he determine to remain a pure saint
and not a saint-cum politician. However such a change
in Gandhtjl » attitude is a remote possibility and we can

not now afford to wait for such a tum That change
oan only come through the call of another Inner Voico
making itself heard in & moment of bew!lderment.

In the meanwhile we must base our plans on more
concrete things The rank and file of the Congress
should agitats for an open session of the Congress or
atleast for a meeting of the All India Congress Commitien
for reconsidering the whole of the Coogress atiitude
towards the war I that s impracticable coaseless
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agitation must be carried on for the Working Com'm1ttee
of the Congress to meet and come to such a conclusion
or a clanification of the Congress attitude in the present
development of the war The opportunity must also be
made use of, to examine the communal problem mn a
fresh hght so as to enable the restoration of popular
Ministries and confidence in the minds of the civilian
population

Equally distressing, if not more, 1s the athtude of
the All-India Trade-Union Congress. Its President is
reported to have remarked regarding the latest phase of
the war 1n the following terms

“The Russo-German war 18 not a conflict between
Democracy and Dictatorship nor is 1t a fight over 1deals.
Russia 1s not engaged in war in order to hberate India
or its toiling masses from thraldom, butis fighting for
her own existence if not for the retention of the newly
acquired territories which make her vast country, already
boundless, vaster still *

Such narrow-mindedness 15s unpardonable on the part
of a President of a body like the All-India Trade-Union
Congress supposed to represent the cause of the workers
in this country By leading men to blind-alleys India's
pohtical leaders take pride in their vision and sound-
ness of judgement, criminal folly can go no further
History will bring these men to task when the present
storm 1s blown over and clear impartial reasoning
dawns on earth Can Russia profess to fight on
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behalf of the tofling masses of India when such masses
have for their leaders men of ke callbre  Russia hes
never promised to fight for the Jiboration of Indian
mansses  she can only sympathise with their aspirations
as she is doingin the case of China, and as she did
in the case of Spain If Indians are engaged in a
similar fight | am sure the present heads of the Russian
Government would not be found wanting io the
fulfilment of their moral responsibilittas If we analyse
the composition of every State in the world and the
policies of their Governments we shall come to the
conclusion that there {a only one State In the world
which stands by the causs of oppressed nations like
India and that country is the lone solid champifon of
the freedom of the dark and coloured races lenin a
Russian was responsible for inspiring a long suppressed
hope In the minds of the toiling mansses of India and
the East that thero extst still ways for them to act
and think In terms of selt mastery and Independence
Itis a tragedy in the world to-day that the masses of
people in all the couniries In the present siate of
enlightenment, should leave control of their thoughts
and acHons In the hands of men with worn out {deas
potty prejudices and reckless devotion tn spent up
forces reactonaries of the Hrst order salvaged from
the botlom of a polluted se2 and resurrected by
constant injections of salf interest and pride



CHAPTER SEVEN
AN ANSWER TO THE PACIFIST'S CASE AGAINST WAR

Every sort of pacifist argument against war must
be considered in the ight of the following two state-
ments one by Adolf Hitler and the other by Benito
Mussolini

“Whoever really desires the wvictory of pacifist
thought must give his whole hearted support to the
German conquest of the world The pacifist-human-
itarian 1dea may perhaps be quite good when the
world has been conqgquered and subjected by the highest
type of man, who would be made supreme ruler of the
earth Therefore, war first, and afterwards perhaps
paciism > Wrnites Adolf Hitler setting out his plan for
world conqguest in Mein Kampf, the Naz1 Gospel

“War alone® wrote Benito Mussolin: in his book
The Political and Social Doctiine of Fascism “Brings up
to its highest tension all human energy and puts the
stamps of nobiity upon the peoples who have the
courage to meet it Though words are very beautiful
things, mnfles, machineguns, ships and cannons are
more beautiful things still

Pacifists must also consider the indisputable fact
provided by events that all their wrnitings, pleadings,
arguments, reasoning and following are of no avail to
the will of these Dictators with all their Military, Air
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Foroce Tanks Machinequns and Polson Gas to declare
war wage war and subordinate every thing to war

The whole of pacifist thought may be classiflad
into two broad categories One sat denounce the use
of force under any circumstances and for any cause
To this group most probably belongs Mahatma Gandhi
The other ssction claiming themselves {o be utilitartan
pacifists hold that war between nationa is immoral and
should not be allowed to carry on  but do not belleve
that the use of force is always and necessarily wrong
An admirable exposition of this type of argument s
the book, WAy War by C E. M. Joad Professor Joad s
argument I belleve must now hold no value as the
book was writen and the argument was addressed
before Hitler declared war and began a campaign of
endless desiruction all throughout Europe and now
spreading to Asia and the Far East. He begins by
summarising his axguments against war which are

(1) *That preparsdness for ftghting and willing
ness to fight do not give sscurity to the nation which
is prepared and willing Armaments in fact do not
give safety in the short run

(2) *That the disposition to achieve lts ends by
violence is not a characteristio that promotes survival
elther in an organism or in & community Belligerence
in fact has no survival value in the long nun

(3) “That natlons who go to war do not even i
victorfous  succsed under modern oconditons in
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achieving the aims for which they were ostensibly
fighting, and that the effects of war are in general other
than those which are either wished or intended

(4) <That this generalisation 1s convincingly
illustrated by the results of the last war.

(8) <That it wall be 1llustrated even more convin-
cingly by the results of the next ®

These arguments as will be seen are directed
more agawnst the declaration of war rather than against
its prosecution when once it 1s declared Mr Joad him-
self admits that the use of force 18 not necessanly an
evil when it 18 meant to correct a wrong and he cites
the example of pinching the ears of a boy whén the boy
turns naughty In this instance 1t i1s not the gquestion
ot a boy turning naughty but so many big grown up
boys, some even nearing the end of their lives, raining
destruction on all corners of the earth and carrying
such destruction into a matter of policy Mr Joad's
examples of naughtiness are thumbing at the piano
next room and the tormenting of a kitten, and for
stopping which, he says, he should not hesitate with
whatever force he could command That is too much
and will the same Joad be unwilling to pumish a boy
hike this describing his exploits, “we had to set fire
to the wooded hills, to the fields and httle villages e
It was almost divertng . .The bombs hardly
touched the earth before they burst into white smoke
and an enormous flame and the dry qrass began to
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burn. Ithought of the animals God how they ran

After the bomb racks were emptied | began
throwing bombs by the hard It was most amusing
A big zariba surrounded by tall trees was not easy to
hit. I had to aim carefully at the straw roof and only
sucoseded at the third shot. The wretches who were
inside seeing their roof burning jumped cut and ren
off like mad

‘Surrounded by a cirole of fire about 5000
Abyssintans came 1o a sticky end It was like Hell.

The boy in this case 15 Mussolinia son, Bruno
Mussolini and the place where the boy plays is
Abysstnis. Mr Joad cannot but be aware of this boys
naughtiness for [ am quoting this from his own book
of course reaproduced at another place depicting the
horrors of war Abyssinia did not go to play mischief
with the boy or his father and Italy had no charges
against Abyssinia  And as regards the resulis of war
on which his subssquent argument is based [ should
think he is nearly correct He iz not fully correct
because war fought on such principles bears some
results and those are that the mischief maker would
be brought to his senses for some time atleast and his
incentives for further eggression would be curbed
Apart from that the war might bring In some unexpec-
tedly good results like the revolutian in Russia whioh
brought about the subsoquent transformation of that
vast region In & manner undreamt of, but of course
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which results in the subsegent war are being nullified
As regards the biological aspect imphed, I do not
wish to question Mr Joads authonty, and even if
Mr Joad be correct and wrong at the same time,
the question of the supremacy of the Slav, Anglo-saxon
and Aryan races and the fitness for survival of any
of these would not be settled for quite a long time to
come Andif at all the queshon 1s to be settled 1t will
not be settled by one race surviving the other but by
the annihilation of the whole racial theory and the
merger of all races into one indivisible whole thatis
mankind When such a state of affairs comes we shall
not have to auction Victoria Crosses won for valour,
for living

Mr Joad subsequently examines the methods for
preventing war The f{first method 1s the same as
envisaged by the quotation reproduced in the beginning
from Hitler's Memn Eampf1 e. the world domination of
a single Power This alternative 1s however dismissed
by Professor Joad for two obvious reasons Firstly such
a power cannot be stable on account of the latent
disaffection among the subject nations ultimately
resulting 1n open revolt and a series of wars Secondly
that state would only be the beginning for more
extensive repression, which, if not resented would result
in the establishment of a society of reasonably contented
Robots, such as s envisaged in Aldous Huxley's “Brave
New World?, and 1if resented would again result 1n
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revolution and the overthrow of the Government
Howevar the desariptionof Mr Joad falls far short
of the mark probably for the reason that Mr Joad had
before him when he wrote it Huxleys “Brars New
World® and not Adolf Hitlor s “New Order

The sescond method is the establishment of an
International Government Arguing and counter arguing
onthe point Mr Joad doss not seem to convince himsel!
He will perhaps wanit Britain America and the other
oountrjes of Europe including Germany and ltaly go
Socialist if possible and the Christian Church introduced
in Communist Russia since Christlanity is practical
politics® and certaln Treatios revised as to give Italy and
Germany more of Colontes and the disbanding of the Air
Foroes of all thess nations He sess hope in another
League since the original League of Nations i now
defunct, and plans a policy of appeassment and
conocessions to the Fascist States and deals with an
oxtension of the theory of Dual Mandate In respect
of the administration of undeveloped territories All
these I am prepared to say would have scunded libera]
mindedness on the part of an Englishman befars the
war broke out but to-day the whole perspective {s
different. In the first place can Hitler and Muesaling
be brought to reason now ? If at all they agree fora
peace what will be the terms and what will be the effoct
of such a truce ? Many vested interosts in England and
America would willingly go to peace on Hitlers terms
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1 e dismanthng of Communism from Russia, return of
colonies to Germany and recogmition of Germany's
pre-eminent position and overlordship on the continent
of Europe and part of Asia But that would not bnng
about a divorce between the Nazi Party and the German
people as wished by Professor Joad Instead Fascism
will entrench itself more firmly as to become ncapable
of being overthrown by any possible means and
will gradually envelope the whole world devouring
Bnitain, America and Asia to the much discomfiture of
Prof Joad, unless he finds some way out to reconcile his
Sociahsm with Fascism I cannot carry the argument
farther, unless I am reasonably certain as to whether
Prof Joad still persists in his behef of Nazi goodwill
and his own i1deas of Pacifism in the latest phase of
the war

The argument of the other set of pacifists, that 1s,
total pacifists like Gandhiji needs more careful analysis
Mahatma Gandhi's advice to Englishmen at the beginn-
ing of the war created quite a good sensation In that
he wanted them to lay open their doors to the German
invaders, allow their women and children to be killed,
watch all these and wait {or a moral turn in the minds
of the Nazis {followed by pamnful repentance Gandhip
knew that his appeal would be unheeded and that's
why perhaps, he gave it You must not also forget that
Gandhij appealed to Hitler not to go to war, and Hitler
must have surely recollected the sermon addressed to
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him by the Prisat at the Church in hia boyhoed if ever
he had done so in the flight of his memory and felt a wry
smile curling his lips in utter derision over the futility
of the Parson s advice than and pressntly Gandhijts

Gandhiji s advice iz not an entirely new docirine
Bertrand Russoll in his book Justice s Warttme® has
described with characteristio vividness such an invasion
by Germans of a non resisting England which I would
like to reproduca In detail but for ite length He pictur
isos o amilitary expedilion coming from Germany to
take control of England “The force would not be largs
since there would be no resistance and consequently
no ferocity The oonquest would be no conquest, no
glory to be won and the whole expedion would be
rediculous causing a feeling of disqgust instead of
pride  After having completed such a conquest the
Germans would peacefully evict the King from the
Buckingham Palace and the Members from the
House of Commone and set on the task of
administering the country with the existing personnel
of the Civil Service and a few imported bureaucrats
But thls would not simply go on since all of them would
non-co-operate with the result of some being shot even
But all of them would siill refuse to carry out inatruc.
tions issued by Germans and persist In carrying on the
oxisting regulations until every one of them would be
dismissad from the Cabinet Minister to the Postman and
substituted by Germans
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Mr Russell goes on to add “The dismissed
officials could not all be imprisoned or shot, since no
fighting would have occurred, such wholesale bruta-
Lty would be out of the gquesthon® The Germans
would then find themselves in a whole mess to carry
on with the admmistration If the Germans decree
that German should be the language taught in schools,
teachers would refuse to teach and they would be
dismissed, and parents would not send their children to
school No body would serve in the Military or the
Police or the Customs and there would be strikes of
work every where including the docks and the raillways
“Whatever they touched would instantly become para-
lysed, and 1t would soon be evnident, even to them, that
nothing was to be made out of England unless the
population could be concihated” His final argument
which 1s perhaps the most important runs as follows

“Such a method of dealing with invasion would,
of course, require fortitude and discipline  But fortitude
and disciplhine are required in war For ages past,
education has been largely directed to producing these
qualities for the sake of war They now exist so widely
that 1n every civilised country almost everyman 1s willing
to die on the battle field whenever his Government
thinks the moment suitable The same courage and
idealism which are now put nto war could quite easily
be directed by education into the channel of passive
resistance ] do not know what losses England may



AN ANSWER TO THE PACIFIST'S CASE AGAINST WAR 99

suffer before the present war {s ended but if they
amount to a million no one will be surprised An immen
asly smaller number of lcases Incurred in passive
resistance would prove to any Invading army that the
task of subfscting England to alisp domination was an
impossible one And this proof would be made once
for all, without dependence upon the doubtful
accidents of war

In the above description and the concluding argu
ment there are certain bastc facts which stand In bold
relief to the casual obssrver The first {s Is sucha
suggestion practioable 7  Would there not be some
section of the population as at present who would
oonciously abfect to such a policy of passive restsiance
Would not these gantlemen have to beshot at the
sacrifice of pacifism or otherwise dealt with before
such & plan of passive reststance is agreed upon  And
would not there be also another msction who would
acquiesce in letting In the Germans but would not non
co-operate and would instead co-operate with the
Germans to merit special {avours Baronetcies and party
jeadership What would possibly the non-co-operating
country do against thess dissenters from thelr own
midst? And suppose by fortitude and diacipline all
ends well as regards the non.co-opsrating side but the
Germans behave quite differently to what has been pic
tured of their attituda  Thay sject you from your house
plunder you live on your earnings or accumulated
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wealth, carry on the admimstration just as they
can or just as they ke, put you 1n prison and starve
you out, forcibly take away your women, molest them,
and generally make a Hell out of your good old country
and boast all about their beastliness as the Nazs
actually do now They come to invade you because they
are of such a lot not schooled in passive resistance,
non-violence or truth For a pacifist to carry
conviction must either admit that the whole of mankind
are made to pattern, acting in one way and responding
to one will or throw over board his pacifist claims and
submit to reason That the whole of mankind are not
hkewise, 1s evident from the fact that we have got to
think in terms of invaders and invaded, good and bad,
wicked and wise Further to preach pacifist doctrines
one must overhaul the whole social structure which none
of these pacifists 1s prepared In the first place there
would be needed the abolition of economic 1nequalihies
between man and man and then social, rehgious,
racial and intellectual inequalities Non-violence can be
an excellent 1deal in a world from where all these in-
equalties have been removed, but it cannot be
practicable 1n the present day world after any amount
of schooling, drnlhng or discipline 1s evident from the
chaos and confusion we now have after so many years
of training in religion, pohitics, mysticism and sociology
To bring about such a change 1n the world, there needs
~ a revoluhon which 1s atonce social, religious, economic
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and also affocting the mindaof mon Tifl thon to
advocato pacifism on a national and intornational scalo
cannot be rogarded as sonsible fnstoad is definitely
harmfal to the happiness and well boing of largo masses
of people

In tho Encyclopaedia of Pacifssm ave cited oxamples
of the successes achiovod by the application of pacifist
dootrines including Gandhijis non violonce and civil
discbedience campaigns  To an obsorver none of these
succezses can be attributed to the practice of Pacifism
or non ol Theso are roully
of the minds of tho opponents in all cases tholr
capacity for aftor thought and calm and dellborate
roascning asalsting their minds {o romoedy the ovil offcots
of previcus wrongs. By having developed theso qualitios
ocarlior thoso opponenis rmact ina way differont to
tholr provious practices and such a chango fa Intor
proted as a success of the application of tho Pacilist
doctrine  Suppaze for oxample Gandhlji practizod his
non violenco in Germeny undor tho Nazis or India
under their control, the results would have beon
different By all possible chances he would have been
taken away and his wholo band of followors put to
slow but painful death in concentration camps as
a doterrent for other citizons following in his footatops
and the whole civll disobedisnce campaign put an ond
to It follows thereforo that the sucoess clalmed fer the
practice of nonviolonce is a questionablo one and the




102 MUST WE FIGHT ?

principle of non-violence a questionable virtue 1 that
it affords encouragement rather than determent to
wickedness 1n the world

In other parts of the world non-violence 1s only a
topic for discussion, while here in India 1t 15 a pohihical
creed threatening to become a national policy The
controversy as to whether the country should adopt it
as a national policy or leave 1t to a band of Satyagrahis
under Gandhii's guidance to pursue on idealistic ends
in a way they think best, to-day, assumes more impor-
tance as the situation both at home and abroad
developes Since Gandhip took leadership of the
Congress he has been persistently trying to convert
that huge political organisation into & Satyagraha body
with the intent of propagating his pet ideas, to the
detriment of the nation as a whole This statement of
mine is based on two facts The first 1s that the
propagation of the creed has spread defeatism in the
minds of Indians and restnicted the full development
of the national movement The next 1s that the couniry
to-day ezpernences the most serious internal disruption
to end which there 1s no reasonable prospect since the
only organisation which can claim to be national and
non-communal to a great extent finds its hands hed by
its commitment to this inane and asinine creed, to
repeat the words of Mr Webb Miller, the author of
*I Found No Peace> Mr K M Munsh: untl lately an
ardent follower of Mahatman has testified to this by
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reslgning from tho Congress on this principle The
carrespondance which passed betwesn Mahutmall and
Munshi clearly vindicate my provious claim that
Gandhijt Is using tho Congress moro for his porsonal
ends than that of tho natton In directing Mr Munsht
and all those who do not boliovo in the creed of non
violence to resign from the Congross Gandhil Is not
acting true to tho democratic naturo of tho organisation
asawhole On this point the views of dmria Da.ar
Pairika are relovant In a leader arilcle the Paper
comments  *Mr Munshis viows on tho subjoct ero
probably approved by a majority of Congrossmen and
#f Mahatma|i Insists on their rosignation or expulsion
Irom the Congress tho national orgenisation will
automatically be transferred into 2 small body of
Satyagrahis - But a democratic
body which tho Congress profosses !o be ls bound to
take the shape approved by tho majority of its members,
and wae belleve the time has came to ascertain whether
Mshatmali’s interpretation of non violonco is or ta not
in accordance with the opinion of the mafority

The above quotation 18 a cloar indlcatlon as to
how far Gendhijf has succeeded in convincing his
countrymen as to tho efficacy of his creed Not even
within the Congress can he claim a majority and not
to speak of the natlon asa whole The oplnion of
orthodox  Nationalists ltke Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya clsarly brings out this point and the vast
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number of Socialists and Trade-Unionists are at a still
greater distance from Gandhin In addressing the con-
ference of Hindu Leaders held at Benares Pandit
Malaviya said *Mr Gandhi has for a long time
preached that viclence should not be used even 1n the
exercise of the right of private defence 1 have always
differed from him on this point The great law-givers,
Manu and Veda Vyas, laad down ages ago that a man
18 enhitled to use violence to protect himself from
violence The Indian Penal Code also has laad down
that one 18 justified in using wviolence aganst his
assailant to save himself from attack

“Mr Gandhi's preaching has produced a great
effect on the minds of large numbers of people ButI
beheve the bulk of them would, if consulted, say, on the
basis of experience that it 1s a reasonable provision of
law which permits people to protect themselves by
meeting violence by violence where necessary,”

Malaviya's statement 1s very carefully worded but
any ordmary person can clearly discern the man
argument contained 1n it In spite of the huge following
of Gandhii, the people who have any real faith in his
principle form a very small minonty Malavian's remark
at another place in his address, regarding the Arms
Act brings out an analogy between the effects of non-
violence and the restriction 1n regard to the possession
of Arms He said the Arms Act imposed restrictions
on the possession of Arms even asa means of self

‘Statesman, July 5, 1941
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defence by lawful cilizons whilo (n splto of such
restrictions dacolts and criminala found not much
difftculty in possossing thesc in large quantftics. Non
violonco {s a voluntary imposition adogtod by rightoous
and lawful citizens whilo the aggressiva.minded coction
of the population liko tho criminals dacoits and Fascists
aro tho least affectod by such a proaching Undor both
the circumstances in tho ovent of a conflict botweon
the lawful citizons and tho unlawful cilizons tho
advantages accruo to the unlawful ones  Tho dliforenco
is only in tho of the application of the impeaition
In tho first case it {8 oxiornal and forcible and in tho
lattor it is voluntary and poacoful Tho resulls aro moro
or loss the same The unlawful by whatover names you
might call them carry tho day not only the day bul
so many days at a strotch until and unless the lawful
realise thelr folly and shako off tho impositions and
bohave naturally

In our oxamination of the causes for tho prosont
stultified position of tho Congross wo had roason
therefore to put a largo chare of the burden on this
creed Congross primarily as a polilical organisation
representing tho will of tho majority of tho citizons of
India cannot shut its oyos to tho evonis happening
outside the ociuntry particularly whon those ovonts have
a direct bearing on the political developmont of the
oountry But overy ono would at the same timo roallso
how foolish it would bo for such an organication, moored
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as 1t 18 to the principle of non-violence, to attempt any
move 1 the matter of foreign policies It therefore
behoves the Leaders of the Congress to save their faces
to adopt the policy of the tortoise, call i, lying in wait
The tortoise however doesn't realise that while lying in
wait 1t may be even carried body and shell and put on
the oven I view the present situation in that particularly
alarming perspective and that vision only has prompted
me to wnte this book It i1s not my own view point that
the Congress should now boldly make its stand clear
and dissociate 1itself from becoming an adjunct to the
propagation of a useless creed 1n the present circums-
tances, it is the view pomnt of alarge majonty of the
Indian people can be seen from the comments of a
Newspaper which has the reputation of standing by the
Congress Amrita Basar Pairiha in a sigmficant editonal
gives expression to this senthiment

“For the present the Congress has accepted 1t
(non-violence), if not as a creed, atleast as a pohicy and
there also there 15 a good deal of difference between
Gandhi and the organisation as a whole, unless the
Congress revises 1its policy it cannot participate in the
war directly or indirectly even though it is opposed,
bitterly opposed, to the Naz1 cult The pomnt for consi-
deration 1s whether, the Naz1 menace coming nearer and
nearer to the Indian scene, particularly after Germany's
hostilities with Russia, the Congress would be 1n a
position to fight or repel 1t by Gandhian non-violence

‘Amrita Bazar Palril a June 28, 1241,
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Speaking for oursolves howovor much wo may respoct
Gandhyji's views wo have our grave doubls as to tho
efficacy of non violonco as solvent of internal furmoll or
fntornational gangstoriam in the prorent circumstancos
or in tho existing rolation of forces.

~Tho issuse therefore aftor caroful analysls amounts
to this. [s the Congross as the Nation s major political
organisation to romain as an {dlo spectator to tho avents
which aro now taking place with far roaching conso-
quences affocting hor citlzons and givo room for tho
suspicion of acting In a way sympathotic to Fasciom
contrary to tho very purposo of its oxistonco by roason
of its adhoronco to a crood which it has not willingly
adopted as its own or to throw away all such protonsions
and act in a way that would holp croato a notr history for
tho country and tho world ? Rolatod to this issuc is
also the question whother the argumont of non violenco
fs sufficiontly strong onough as not to warrant the
country s participation in the struggle that is now boing
carriod on with tho doclared objoct of dofasting
Fasclsm To answer both theso points [ havo tred in
the proceding pages and #f the average roador fs stll
in doubt over the issue Violonce or Non violence in the
glven circumstances I answor with the quostions
Froodom or Slavery Virtuo or Vico Life or Doath for
you Sir ?

—



CHAPTER EIGHT
THE COMMUNAL PROBLEM

It would not be enough if we say we should fight
the war On what basis, in what manner and to what
ends we should hight are problems which need attention
The moment we decide to fight we are required to
make far reaching arrangements at home to enable us
to fight the war thoroughly and with determination
One of such arrangements is the solution of the
communal problem particularly in regard to Hindu
Muslim relations This has evaded all sorts of attempts
at solution, may be, due to the recalcitrant attitude of
the leader of the Mushm League I make this statement
beanng 1in mind the fact that influential members of
the Mushm League are as much anxious for the solution
of the communal tension as some of the leaders of the
Congress and the Hindu Mahasabha are Itis alsoa
fact that the common masses of both the communities
are capable of sinking all their differences and uniting
for a common cause asthey have done previously on
many occassions, but that the leaders of the communities
are not so capable at the present juncture The recog-
nition of this fact will have important effects on the
attempts to bring these two communities to-gether At
the same time one must also admit that the Muslim
League to a great exient represents the legitimate
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aspirations of a large moas of Muslim population  These
massos boforo tho advont of the Muslim Leaguo  wero
greatly oympathetic to tho Ideals of the Congross

and then Congress used to bo pursly a political
organisation Since some of the Congresa leaders bagan
ntroducing into the fabric of tho organisation mystical
and roligious sontimonts allen to the Muslim minds
these maesas wero gradually drivon away from the
Congress fold and with it went their potential Jeader
Mr M A.Jinnah The blame therefore primarily rosts
with the Congress for isolating large masses of Mualims
Mr Jmnah only took advantage of tho situation and
oxploitod their teligicus fervour just as Qandhijl
managed to appoal to tho minds of large cections of
Hindu population by his mystio uiterances and
behaviour A cursory examinaticn of Gandhijl s spoeches
and writings would roveal how far Gandhifi has made
use of religion to win tho masses. Jinnah has also done
the same thing Unenlightenod masses of both the
communities are prone to be won over by such
subtleties and it is only political tactics that made both
tho leaders adopt the same method oven though such
tactics brought about their lsolaHon We have an
examplo in the tactics of Adolf Hitler whon he launched
the campaign of anti Bolshevism to win over tho
Western Domocractes and thermeby gotn timo {or his
plans  When it served his purpose he had no difftculty
in throwing overbourd all his past professions and in
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striking a bargain with the very Bolsheviks It 1s there-
fore not unreasonable to expect a change of front on
the part of the Mushm League or the Congress 1f either
of the parhies deems 1t necessary to adopt such a policy
for 1ts own benefit As political observers, our task is
to explore the possibilities of such a change of front
and the premises on which such an understanding
could be brought about

The whole purpose of the independence movement
whether by Mushms or Hindus 1s economic gain
Members of both the communities regard that under the
rule of a foreign Government the national resources
cannot be fully exploited for the purpose of enriching
solely the cihzens of the country In addibion to the
commercial and industrial discrimination meted out by
the foreign rulers there are resiricions regarding
employment in the Army and the Navy These various
restrichons hinder the economic growth of both the
communities To remedy this the choice presented to
them 1s the replacement of the present administration
by a national one which would offer no such restriction,
but would also give unstinted support for the develop-
ment of various other national sources of income
Along with this would be the mental sahsfaction of
having a voice 1n the administration of their own
country Congress took the field with the declared
object of gamming this sort of independence for the
country and this the Mushms too welcomed In
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addition the Congross prosonted a vista of othor
economic gains to the masses by thelr progrossivo land
policy ond national planning Whon these dovelop-
ments wore taking place there gathered ctrength certain
sinister movements within the Congress for airing
whole organisation a Hindu bias Hindu ceremonial
rituals and Hindu scriptures began 1o be adopted by
the leaders of tho Congress Such a maslory of tho
Indian National Congress by Hindu politicians was
facUltated by the inlelleciual backwardnoss of tho
Muslim community This kackwardnozs is avident oven
to-day and comraratively there are fowor natlonal
Jeaders (1n the truo coneo ) omong tho Muslims than the
Hindus This leaning on the part of the Congreas wan
rosonted by large bedies of Muslims and thoy wore 1
think justified in that. If the Conservatives in England
weors to adopt frecly Catholic religlous rites and
sormons {n the political concourses 1 think thorg
would be serious dopletlon of tho membership of that
party If such a depletion occurs it would be no
{ustification for tho leoaders of that party fo claim that
since Catholics formod tho majority of the membora { of
course this is not true of the Contorvative Parly in
England } their ways and modes of thinking and living
permeated the whole organisation Such an analogy
is true of the Congroas In Indla thoro aro various
communtties oll of thom oqually desirous of gaining
indepondenco for their counfry but they canmot be
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expected to subscribe to the wview that the results of
such a gain should be the monopoly of the Hindus since
that community 1s the largest Hindu members of the
Congress may go to the extent of saying that they
contribute 1n a larger way to the progress of the cause,
while the efforts of the minonties aro characterised by a
great amount of lassitude and disinterestedness They
also claim that these minornties often go to the extent
of turning agamnst the highters for national freedom by
whole heartedly supporting the enemies and running
into the enemy's camp under the shghtest pretext of
Congress domination

The attitude of the minorihes can be explained in
this way, that they are more and more afraid of the
possibihity of the Hindus as the major community
dominating the whole political hfe and administration
of the country when once the Congress 18 able to
declare the country as independent They cite as
example, in justification of their fear, the athtude of the
Congress leadership when that body as the major
pohitical organisation conducted the admimstration in a
large number of the provinces quite recently They
a'so point out the Wardha schemes of Education, the
Satyagraha conventions and the essentially Hindu
religious background of all Congress activities Parsis
and the backward communihes point out Prohibition
as onc such measure However I am prepared to state
that as far as the legislahive measures adopted by the
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Provincial Congress Minlstries during thofr {enuro of
offico are concomed nono of thom could be tormed as
moasuros of aggrandisament adopted by ono community
against tho othor though ! cannot say the samo about
the utlerances or othor activitics of theso Ministors or
the highor authorlties controlling them 1 beliovo tho
shouts of Islam in Danger  Minority Religions in
Dangor® hoard during the latter half of the Congross
regime rolated to this phase

It is also ovidont that by this time tho Congross has
rocognisod its previous mistakes and Congross loaders
are anxious to-day to roctily thase as far as possible
This rocognition in fact camo somo timo back and
Congrosa for the past {ew yoars havo booen trylng to
placato the minoritios particularly the Muslim Loague
undor Mr Jinnahs leadership But for this thero was
ovidently no reason for tho riso of tho Hindu Maha.abha
as arval to the Muslim Leaguo and tho Congrens
When this chango in tho attitude of tho Congress
boecame marked the orthodox Hindu Nationalists wanted
to stogo & counter bluff to tho Muslim Loaguo bogpy
with the rosult of the Indian political horizon becoming
shrouded by the scrambles of these throe organisalions

On closo oxamination it would be found that tho
foars of both tho Hindu Mahasabha and tho Muslim
League are purely imaginary “*Islam in dangor® 1a as
much fioiitious as tho cry of *“Hinduism in danger
Under the prosent circumotancosit is vory unlikely of
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one community over-ruling the other This can be true
of the near future as well Then why these organisations
are trying so hard to create 1llusions, you might as well
ask The answer 1s since the Congress 1s getting into
a rut the energies of the masses belonging to both the
commumties are stifled and which necessanly find a
way outin the activihes of these two orgamisations
The task of leading politically a nation 1s not much
different from that of leading a group of school boys on
an excursion If you cannot hold the attention of the
led in both the instances on the distant objechive
suftficiently, there 1s the hkelihood of the grownups
and the boys straying away and finding erstwhile pas-
times on the way The masses are endowed with
certain amount of impatience 1n all their actions, which
of course 1s but natural What 1s needed 1s to captivate
once again their attention with the prospect of a
defimite object and lead them to that object with will
and determination The whole theory of Iascist
technique 1s based on this psychological factor and
Fascist Dictators carry out all their actions with the
intent of dramahcally focussing the attenthion of the
whole masses on one object for the time bemng Itis
no use sitting on our baclks and throwing abuses at
these Dictators for their mastery of the human psychology
and the success they make out of it India can be led
on the road to Fascism quite easily enough, provided
there 1s a sufficiently strong hand to lead it The
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hotorogencus masses are in a particularly good mood to
be trapped by the evil gonius of a Fascist Dictator and
once they are trapped quite a dangerous concoclion
could bo made of them Such a mass {3 oqually
suscoptiblo to bo carried away by omotion and if that
omotion bo of tho right type thoy can ba lod to glory
as well with equal caso It thoroforo s only a que tion
as to which typo of pertons take control of tho sifuation
In such a dangerous sltuation to Congross must lall
the historical task of @Qiving a correct load to tho
country  Steoring a courzo midway botwoon the Hindu
Mahasabha and tho }Mushm League rightly sposking
Congress is tho only organisation which can by cortun
changes in ita policios inspiro confidonce in the minds
of both the communitios Moreovor it iz an organization
built by the spontansous offorts of both tho communitios
and has assumod & great amount of importance within
tho country Its succoss 2s an organtsation d.qpcmdﬂ on
ito mass support and us a righteous corollary the
Congress should at tho appropriato momont oxpross tho
wlll of tho maasos rather than rotroat to the background
1i tho organisation fails at tho present moment to bo
guided by thoro principlos thero is no fustification on
the part of the masa to desiro its survival after this fatoful
hour In averting auch an {gnominous ond les our hope
and if that hope also vanishas woe bofall its loadors and
tho country on the wholo Anything which stands in tho
way of the Congress inthis maiter must be onded
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whether it be Gandhism or reactionary communalism
Gandhism as a phenomenon can and will be ended
provided the masses are given the opportunity to under-
stand the real implications of this smister creed The
anti-toxins for this are scientific progress, unfettered
economic and industrial development and the general
enlightenment of the masses, combated by which
forces Gandhism would fade away soon from the Indian
body politic  If any trace 1s left behind 1t would be by
way of respectful memory to the moral personality of
Mahatma Gandhi and not by way of remnants of his
political Philosophy

For the purpose of giving a correct lead to the
country at this juncture, the points which need the
immediate attention of the Indian National Congress are
ithe following In the first place the Congress should
reaffirm 1its faith in the economic and pohtical
programmes and make an emphatic denial that in future
no side-tracking of these 1ssues would be allowed by
pursuit of pseudo-rehgious activities by Congress
leaders and Office-bearers Opportunity should be
gwven for the rank and file of the Congress to form their
own opmnion about the present international situation
particularly in regard to the problems affecting India's
defence, by open discussion preferably at a session of
the Congress to be convened mmmediately If the
caling of a session of the Congress at this moment
seems impracticable, opportunity should be given to the
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mambers of the All India Congress Committee to review
the situation and form their judgement, The Congress
should call off the Satyagrsha campaign and declare
natonal defence as the immediate object. Towards
this the Congrees should once again take Ofifioes and
carry on the administration efther independently in the
cass of those Provinces where Congress Ministries can
carry a majortty or jointly with the Mahasabha apd the
Muslim League where the Congresa cannot have such
a majority Negotiations for such a working alllance
with these two oommunal organisations should be
commenced forthwith and if the Muslim League refuges
to any such parleys exospt on the terms that the
Congress admits to represent solsly the Hindus and
dentes Its non.communal character a manifesto on the
signature of the members of the Working Committes
should be issued addressed to the Muslim masses stating
the terms fully with particular emphasis on the Congress
atms end programmes. In this event the reactionary
tactios of the Mualim League would be exposed and all
those Muslims who are sincere about their professions
regarding Indin s Independence would willingly taks
sides with the Congress. The Congress to vindlocate
its full faith and sincerity in the cause of the uplift
of the Indian Mussalmans in a way equal to {la concern
over the Hindus should ¢ive oppertuntty for more and
more of Muslims fo be elected as its Office bearers and
a large number of yeats should be allotted to Congress
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Mushims in the distribution of Ministenal pertfohos.
These alone would considerably undermine the in-
fluence of the Muslim League and 1its claim to represent
the majority 6f Mussalmans of India would be thrown to
the wind Any recrudescence of communal riots
fomented by way of retahatory measures should be
effectively suppressed by offering the maximum punish-
ment to the miscreants and severe sentences to all
Mushm or Hindu Leaders suspected of lending support
to the activities of such miscreants irrespective of their
pohtical standing and wealth Adequate mlitary and
police protection should be afforded to the pubhc and
by all these means 1t should be brought home to the
minds of all atizens, lawful or unlawful that the
Congress means business this hhme and no sort of
sentiment would stop the Congress from exercising its
nghteous discretion  Congress should also declare
that 1t proposes not to carry out any legislative measures
calculated to affect the minorities rehgiously or other-
wise without refering such proposed measures to a
Minonty Commuission to be set up jointly by the Con.
gress and other representative minority organisations
Congress should have as its nominees only Mushm
members of the Congress having the best reputation
for impartial and sound judgement capable of comman-
ding wide respect among the Mushm masses Congress’
intention 1n these respects should be not to placate the
Khan Bahadurs and Khan Sahebs who have found safe
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places at the Muslim Leaguo Card table but to really
satisfy the needs and asplrations of the Muslim macses
just as those of othor communities including Hindus
During the period of the war the Congress Minlstrios and
other coaliion Minisiries whorover formed should only
press on with economic moasurea calculated to alleviate
the poverly of the masses and to strengthon the country s
defances by extensive armament buflding and fortifl
cation programmes Educational and other gocial
measures should be suspended during tho intorim poriod
till normal timss are restored A nominated minority
commission is suggested on account of the fact that an
oleative body cannot be convened without effecting far
roaching changes in the present Constitution Such an
elective permunent minority commission can only be
formed after the prosent emorgonoy circumstances whon
the menacing forces throatening the country s security
are completely annfhilated Congress by vigorous
anti Fascist propaganda should mobiliso all democratic
elemants In the country to take part in tho defence
programme and form Citizens Committees to actively
co-operate with the Government in the upkeep of law
and order Village commiitoss and other Congroes
primary units should be so organised as to be capable
of inspiring the greatest confidence in the maases and
of maintsining law and order In the respective areas
even {f there happens {o be a breakdown of the present
services With such an objecifre outlook and fnforoed
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by courage and determination these units should begin
to be regarded by the whole pcpulation as custodians
of public tranquility and order in future and the heralds
of a new era of peace and prospenty for the country
Contrary to expectations, if the Muslim League
agrees to discuss terms with the Congress presently, I
think, the Congress should offer the following terms
First that the Congress 1s willing to take the Mushim
League into the fullest confidence regarding the adminis-
tration of the country and as proof for such willingness
Congress 1s prepared to allot Ministenal seats to Mushm
League nominees in all the Provinces proportionate to
the membership of the Muslim League in the Provinces
concerned as compared to that of the Congress For
this purpose the Congress and the Mushm League
gshould be prepared to collect and make publc their
respective numerical following 1n all the Provinces In
those Provinces where nspite of a Mushim majority of
population, the membership of the League falls below
the standard, the Congress should agree to bring up
the number of Muslhm Mmisters to thewr due
proportionate share 1n the administration by nominating
Congress Muslhims for the rest of the number over and
above the seats Jegitimately belonging to the League
by wirtue of its numerical following 1n the area
concerned Where Hindu Mahasabha or any other
Communal organisathion 18 a serious nival from the point
of view of numerical following some sort of similar
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arrangoment thould bo arrivod at lo form a sicblo
Ministry (n tho Province Thece coalltion or joint
Ministrics by whatover names you proposo to coll thom
should agroo to work under the dirociion of a
Parliamontary Board compesad of momborz nominated
by the Congross the Muslim Loaguo the Hindu }aha
sabha and a fow othor prominont communal or political
organisations according to tholr numerical {ollowing
V/hon I writo this I havo in mind the Doprossed Classes
but undor any clrcumstances tho importance assigned
to allsuch organisations should boon tho basia of
actual lollowing countod by numbers and not by the
standard of tho tall claims mado by tho Leaders Thoro
aro many such organisations virtually non-oxtstant thoir
only strongth baing tho strongth of tho voeal chords of
thoir rospectivo Loadors  Tho composition of this
Parllamontary Board should bo on the basis of the all
India following of tho Muslim Loague tho Hindu Maha
cabha and tho Congrots giving reprosentation and
wolghtago to tho various communiliss according to thotr
proportionate cirongth dorived from consun figures A
concreto oxamplo i3 givan to indicate tho composition
tho author has In viow Lotus agsuma that the total
population of Indla fs the round figuro 100 composed
of 80 Hindus 30 Mussalmans and 10 othor communitioa
Let us also suppozo that out of theeo Congross has a
following of 40 membors of which 30 aro Hindus 8
Muslims and 2 othor communities. Tho Mualim Leaguo
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has a following of 20 members, and the Hindu Maha-
sabha another 10 members Let us fix the total number
of the members of the Parhamentary Board to be 10
i which case according to the census hgures the
proportionate representation for the communities on
the Board would be on the basis of 6 Hindus, 3 Mussal-
mans and 1 other community man. The representation
according to the numerical strength of the Congress,
the Mahasabha and the League on the Board would at
the same time be as 5 Congressmen, 3 Mushm Leaguers
and 1 Hindu Mahasabhite leaving aside the reserved
other community man alone Ofthe five Congressmen
on the Board according to the weightage proposed by
me one would be a Muslim taking into consideration the
ratio of 30 Hindus to 8 Mushms out of a total member-
ship of 40 for the Congress According to this the
membership of the Parhamentary Board would be recast
as 4 Congress Hindus, 1 Hindu Mahasabhite, 1 Congress
Mushm, 3 Muslim League and 1 other commumty In
this composite Board supposing that the Hindu Maha-
sabha man 1s wilhng to sink all his differences with the
Congress, the Hindus will have only five members as
agamnst 4 Muslims, though by numerical strength based
on census figures they are entitled to 6 seats as against
4 Mushms If the Mushm League 1s capable of coming
to an alhance with any other two members in the body
they may become equal to the Congress and thus create
a deadlock I think for such representation the Mushm
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Leaque Loaders cannot have any cblection since thay
are offerred more than what thoy can Jegilimatoly
clalrs at the exponso of the Hindu communily Morcovor
thoy gain the additional socurity of furthor support from
tho othor members in tho ovoni of the Congress
threatoning to proceed with arn entlroly unjustified and
provocative mcasuro to  which the other mombers may
reasonably bo oxpecled to stand oagainst In my
oxample howover [ have takon ontirely arbitrary figuros
which bear no rosemblanco to tho actual strength of tho
various Communilies and Partlos

Tho purpose of such & Board would bo funcllopary
and fo an extent disciplinary Tho Ministerial mombers
would be selecied by the Working Commiiteoas of the
respeclive organisations for oxample the Working
Commiitees of the Indian Naticnal Congross the Hindu
Mehasabha and tho Alllndia Muslim League The
Board would have no authorily to sit on Judgement on
tho discretions of thoso Working Committees and honco
theso organisations would bo stll retaining their
indopendent naturo  So also In tho ovont of disciplinary
action being taken by a meajority decision of the
Parllamentary Board againat any one Minister tho next
incumbent would be selected by the Working Commiiteo
of eithor the Indian National Congress the All India
Muslim Loague or the Hindu Mahasabha aoccording
as fo whose nominco has been so subjected to
disclplinary actlon and not by the Parliamentary Board
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The functionary work of this composite Parha-
mentary Board would be to carry on the programme
settled upon by all the three organisations prior to
coming to an agreement on the above terms The
programme should be drawn out as to include the more
pressing needs of all the communities as embodied in
the political programmes of these organisations These,
for the duration of the war, should as far as possible
include only economic measures and not socio-rehgious
measures Added to such a selection would be the
needs of the defence work and the armament pro-
gramme To come to a satisfactory settlement on these
problems I do not think there can be any serious tussle,
perhaps, none at all These measures can n no way
turn out to be detrimental to the minonties, and thus
there can arise no gquestion of one community riding
rough shod over the other Instead, all the communities
would stand to gain by the carrying out of such a
programme I any body still cares to shout “Islam in
Danger” or “Minorihes in Danger” they should be
consigned forthwith to the lunatic asylum or criminal
reformatory schools, 1f we do not attempt at building a
replica of the German concentration camp though these
people deserve 1t

I should like the programme to be settled and
agreed upon between all these organisations before
goiwng to the polls Unless a general election takes place
there can be very hitle chance of arrving at any
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communal cottlement Many periona might arque that
tho Congress the Mahasabha and the Leaguoe zhould
fight on thoir present issue- at a lorthcoming clection
so that theso bodies would be In a posilion to vindicato
tholr stand by verdict of the clectorale Insuch an
ovont it would bo still moro difficult to como to any sort
of working arrangoment. If ono or moro of theso
organisations fall to reach the requisite standard the
winning party would be in no mood to accomedato
the othor nor would tho loving partios be in a position
to present n convincing case  On tho other hand the
prosontation of a definite programme would insplro a
groat amount o! coalidenco and mutual goodwill in
tho minds of the public and the concerled propaganda
bolore the oloctions would allay communal distrust
Under tho prasent delicate mtuation {o allow theso
organisations lo fight tho eleciions on thelr independent
stands would moean tho lanning ol the smouldering
communal flre wlith tho wind of rival communal propa
ganda at the time of tho oloctions and this would
rosult in disturbancos on a scale far more serlous than
hitherto exporioncod

Ofcourso my last argumont can only take elloct if
the Government agres to call a goneral eloction by
dissolving the prosont Logislatures I tho Govornmont
inaist that the present Logislatures should continuo to
function oertain modlfications in the plan outlined
above nesd bo made A dJetailled atudy of tho whole
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problem would require a more elaborate thesis than the
scope of the present work, and an attempt at which
must necessanly be reserved for another occassion
However, the modifications needed would not be so
drastic as to set aside the whole purport of the plan

Reverting to disciplinary function of the compo-
site Parhamentary Board, I venture to suggest that a
rigorous censorship should be enforced on the Mimis-
ters and also on the individual members of the Board
that none of them should indulge in any sort of disparag-
ing remarks or statements regarding members of another
Community Contravention of this provision should be
severely dealt with by taking disciplinary action agaimnst
such members If this censorship could be extended
to all the office-bearers of these organisations during
the war so much the better Mr X a Mushm can be
permitted to speak something in favour of the Hindus
but cannot be permitted to speak anything agamnst the
Hindus He can be permitted to crnticize the short-
comings of Mushms but if he has to crniticize the short-
comings of Hindus he should do so through the agency
of a Co-Minister who 18 a Hindu In the same way
Hindu Mmisters must be subjected to a similar code of
discipline This precaution 1s suggested to preclude
the recurrence of the mistakes which were commtted 1n
the past

Orthodox Hindu members of the Congress would
saverely cnticize my plan, so also the members of the
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League (the latter two organisations shorn off the Rao-
Bahadurs, Dewan-Bahadurs, Khan-Bahadurs and Khan.
Sahebs would present very sorry spectacles), the
Congress should act and think in terms of the masses
If the Congress 15 prepared to lay all its cards open on
the table and declare the Congress intentions
unequivocally 1 believe the masses irrespechive of the
fact whether they are Mushims or Hindus would find the
Congress stand more correct and appealing lo their
good senses than the pretensions of any other organisa-
tion Sincere intentions on the part of the Congress to
traat the Muslim masses and the Hindu masses on equal
terms would cut the roots of the Mushim League night
below the ground and in no iime that body would be
consigned to the back-ground along with many other
erstwhile groups My suggestion 1s meant as such a bold
example and its execution needs unprecedented courage
on the part of the Congress Leadership, but the results
would also be equally staggering and successful.

One passing remark must be made about the
Pakistan scheme over which there 1s so much of
controversy now [ admit it 1s a dangerous proposition
The mere scheme 1s not dangerous, but the way it s
presented by the Muslim League leaders has something
smister about it  Cultural autonomy for ditferent
nationahties 1s not a harmful proposition, instead, it is a
very sound and desirable one Lenin propounded the
scheme very thoroughly and the present-day Sowviet
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Unfon has adopted Lenin s dictum in solving its minority
problem  The solution has been successful in the
U S S R.can be gauged from the existing solidarity
of the varlous autonomous Republics in the Union all
of them pursuing one common aim But Pakistanlem
does not aim pursly such a cullural awtonomy as
presentad above it aims some thing more The under
currents of Pakistan lte in Pan Arabism and Pan lalamism,
the two schemes buried for some {ime past buot
resurrected by Fascist propagandists in Rome and Berlin
and energetically propagated through agencies like
Jamait-o Mushimin and  ElNadi-sl-Armals  with head
quarters in Berlin to split the Eastern Hemisphere into
two or more antagonistio groupa Pan-Arabism and
Pan Islamism are calculated to bring about another rival
Empire throughout the world composad of Islamic Nations
or pocples with Arabio descent to fight the exiating
Empires from within  Perusal of literature on Pakistan
soheme bears cut fully this suspicion and 1f Fasclam s
allowed to have another gasp the day would not be far
off when Indla would be split into two rival campe one
fighting by the side of Nazls as Saviours of Islamio
Nationallsm end the other In alllance with the British
Highting to retain the presant demoocrstic structure the
propagandists of Pakistan are Inspired by the Fascist
ideals that a wrong perpetuated for a suffiotently long
time would tend to be regarded as right and a lie
repeated many Hmes would gain the authority of an
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axiom Hitler has expounded this theory in his Memn
Kampf i the words

“The magnitude of a he 1s always a certain factorin
making it believed, for the great masses of the nation are
at the bottom of their hearts more apt to be merely
demoralized than consciously and purposely bad
Consequently, they more easily fall a prey to a big he than
to a small one, since they themselves often tell petty lies,
but would be restrained by shame from too big a one

The effect of such propaganda method 1s evident
from the public appreciation of the scheme, Pakistan
When the suggestion was first mooted even some of the
Mushim League leaders thought it a preposterous claim
and the *lay public regarded the assertion that the
Hindus and the Mushms are two seperate irreconcilable
nations as a monstrous he But to-day by ceaseless
application of propaganda vast sections of people have
begun to think that there 15 some substance m the:
Muslim League claim, and the day would not be far off
when this section would go out to stake their hives for
the culmination of this preposterous claim

I do not wish to charge all the Mushm League
leaders as accomplices 1n this dangerous activity
They are innocent vichms to Nazi machmations and
wire puling Some of the members at the same tme
have become achive agents of the Naz fifth column
The Government of India had reason to suspect the
achivities of certain Mushm organisations 1n the country,
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who were actively preparing to carry out the Muslim
Leagus clalms of Pakistan Into effect and set up a
Military regtme on these models. The pity is that theso
persons who regard coopemtilon with the National
Government of India composed of Muslims and Hindus
an outrage and injustice are prepared to go all the way
out to become tools and allies of demonsical Fasoist
reactionartes and regard that as highly honourable and
commensurate with Islamio traditions. They are only
plotiing Uke the Iron Guards in Humania, the
Cagoulards in France the Ustachl and Kulturbund in
Yugoslavia the Heimatbund and Dinascs in Belglum
Landssgruppe Dane-mark in Denmark and varlous other
minority and cultural groups in almost all the countries
of Europe Asia and America with the high hopes of
salting up puppet Fuehrers all throughout the world

Not only Muslims have besn subjected to this
systematic propaganda  Hindus with pro.Fasclst leaning
and Congressmen with dictatorial asplrations are begin
ning to sympathise with these activities It is only
regrettable that such dangerous sympathies should be
allowed to exist without being nipped in the bud

Explottation and exaggeration of minority claims
are trisd plans In the Naxi Blue Baok. The extent of
these highly dangerous achvities can be gauged from
the success of disruptive movements in all the European
countries  The Nax! tactics 1sto spllt the country on
which they have aggressive Intentions Internally first,
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and then to pounce upon when the civihan morale 1s at
the lowest ebb It 1s for these reasons I have expressed
the gravest warming against the continuance of the
present state of communal dissensions The Mushm
League and the other communal orgamisations may be
mnocently voicing their claims for cultural autonomy but
there 18 the likelihood of the situation getting out of the
control of the present leaders of these orgamisations
Enemy agents through local sympathisers may oust the
present leaders and implant their own leaders with all
their might and propaganda technique to create an
entirely new outlook for the masses I admit my entrea-
tes or solution can have no desired effect and people
may even gueshon my competence to put forth such
claims. My night 18 only a sincere desiwre to see the
country march towards progress and freedom instead of
being disrupted politically and economically by dissen-
sions within its frontiers When we are planning the
world to assume more unified shape than hitherto
existing, to facilitate allround progress, it 1s no use trymng
to split the nations composing such a world into dis-
proportionate halves and antagonistic creeds We should
amm at patching up things and cementing strained rela-
tions 1nstead of seperating the parts tending to break

The latter procedure will only assist disintegration and
consequential ruin of all the present national entities
and the rise of evil forces in the wake of such a calamity
to throw back the world mto the abyss of pre-histonc
barbansm



CHAPTER NINE
THE FUTILITY OF PEACE TALKS

Ever since the flight under mysterious circums
tances to England of Rudolf Hass the Deputy Fushrer
of Germany there have been waves after waves of
peace talks emanating from all possible sources stran
gely conceived The writer wrote a letter to the
Amnita Basar Patnka on May 17 1941 few days after
the incident hazarding a guess of the real Implications
of the arrival of this Nazi personage which has proved
corract This letter was not published by the Editors
for reasons best known to them and the writer thought
of adding it as an appendlx to this volume but could
not get back the leiter from the paper In apite of
repeated requasts In writing I ventured to express in
that letter that Rudolf Hess tock the Initiative to leave
Germany not by any sort of disillusionment or perfidy
but through the actual connivance of the Naxl leaders.
I also stated that the Nazie were preparing for an attack
on Russia and that all their campaigns {n the Balkans,
Syria and Irag were carrled out with the intention of
enciroling the Soviet Union and not as a threat agalnst
Britain or Britsh possszsions for the time being As a
precautionary measurs against this move I cited the
leasing of a dozen Aerodromes in Iran by Russfa and
reported Russian troop movements.. It was also pointed
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Ittt te comriedercn that this arave-ert v a~
maele #F 1Y L hen bt o Procsoand e nablic, de ibora
faly fn-wrerd 1, the officials In the Yno af e licse
epiende weore brcthng with fhe arsarbiane ot Yieas ban
come ag an cc~cap= from, Na= tyrenny oand thae he wor
cisillusionca by Hitlere raporochment . .Bh Rusman
Bolshevism ond thet plans vare comvlele for mora full
and complete co op~ration betweon Germeny and
Russia whoreby each one of them would proceed with ¢
geries of aggressive campaigns in the spheores of in.
fluence assigned to the respective parties to the agree-
ment To the Russian sphere of mifluence, 1t was also
asserted, were assigned India, Iran and Afgbamstan,
In such circumstances I could very well imagine the
consternation that would have been created by my
analysis of the situation in the minds of the pubhc
and of the Editors concerned

However subsequent events proved that my
vision was correct and the dmiita Bazar Patitha came
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out with an editorlal, ono month after on June 22
1941 undor tho caption Why this Silonco domanding
an oxplanation from tho British Cabinot regarding tho
message brought by Hess and which onded with tho
warning

“The Hoxs affair is a solomn warning to these who
are fighting for domocracy and frecdom  We cannot
belleve thatina domocracy anything should happen
about which Parliament should bo dollboratoly kopt in
tho dark but  diplomatic oxchanges should take place
botweon the British Governmont and the foreign Powers
This 13 n a way a inbuto to Hillers lochniquo for
domocracy cannot thrive on diplomatic secrecy or
regimontation of the Press and propaganda machine dn
the approved totalitarlan style A grave situaiton has
arisen and Hezs i only a link in the chain

This editorlal doserves to bo studied by all for it
contains obeorvations like “There was a widesproad
rumour which has not beon dispelled by subsoquent
war devolopmentis that thero was gomething like a
spiritual band betwean tho oxponents of the totalitarian
regime in Germany and an influontial soction of the
British aristocracy who would strive for peace at all
costs Reprossntativos of these men and
women had held high positions in the Baldwin Cabinot,
camo to dominate the policy of the Chamborlain Govern
ment and claim to agsert thomselves oven to-day In the
direchon of policy And it also contains the ‘huco
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guestion mark *Are these men muddling in connection
with the Hess episode » Are they still on the saddle 1n
Britain ??

My letter also drew pomted atiention to Mr
Churchill's silence and President Roosevelt's last minute
cancellahions of important declarations and the constant
secret diplomatic exchanges My assumption of simster
implications in the visit was guided by these pointers
and I have no grudge against the Editors of the Amrita
Bazar Pairika simce they have given expression to
identical views, though a bit late The purpose of my
once again drawing attention to this s to forhify public
opmmion agamst the demorahsing effect of possible
peace offensives Even to-day the British Cabinet 1s
keeping secret the exact nature of the proposals
conveyed by Rudolf Hess and important members of
the Cabinet still try to dismuss any legitimate gquernes
regarding the same with such remarks as no one cares
a cuss about Hess * [ ask them, then why do they care
so much about Hess, and take care to see that every
thing connected with the proposals he brought from the
Fuehrer's headquarters should be shrouded in mystery

It is reasonably to be anticipated that as the
campaign 1n Russia proceeds, the peace offensive will
also gain momentum This time 1t would be more in
the Americas and the British capital By that time
circumstances would have so altered as to make pubhc
the proposals brought by Rudcli Hess a reasonable
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proposition  In tho meantime tho assistanco to Rusiia
would bo so lmod as to be of praclically hitle
importanco lo Russia Thiz would be oxplained eas
being duo to foar of opinion bocoming divided in
England and Amonca over the isue Ithink for ell
theso Hitler would havo reason to congratulate himsal!
In viow of theso ono hasto treat with roservation all
sorts of peaco propossls cmanaling from noutral a3 well
ax enemy sources  On closo scruliny it would bo found
that all ol them are inspired by onomy propaganda and
not by any dosiro of the cammon lolk of any of tho
democratic countrice  What would bo the naluro of
such poace proposals? Hitler would moat probably
propose that he would ronounce his claims to annex
the counlres now occupfed by him for example
Yugoslavia Greeco Bulgaria Rumsanta, Hungary Bolglum
Donmark and Norway He would suggost that the
prosent Governments in theso countrics should bo
allowed to carry on and i so deswod by Vichy ha
would also considor a rovition of tho prosont boundearies
of occupied Franco Theso proposals would bo subs
tantiated by indopondent declarations by tho present
Govornmonts of all theso countries who would un
conditionally support Hitler s injunctions in this regard
He would slzo goto the oxtont of saying himsolf or
manego othors probably noutral countries to tell on
his bohalf that all thece proposals go to prove his un
eolfishness and unaggrossivo and poaccful Intontions
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since by such an act, he would be renouncing his right-
ful claim to keep what he has congquered by sacnfice
ol precious German blood and money Hitler has
already made known his plans regarding the sharing of
conqguered Russia These according to the Stockholm
correspondent of the Daily Telegraph quoting Naz
official circles are as follows

“l  Fuehrer would be content with the capture of
the Baltic States, Leningrad, the Ukraine, Russian
occupled poland and the remaminder of Russia as far as
Urals This would put an end to “more territorial
demands in Europe *

2 ILathuania, Latvia and Estonia to be independent
under German orotection hke Slovakia,

3- Rumama, Hungary, Slovakia and Finland to
recelve an enlargement cf their territory

4 A white Russian State to be formed south of
the Baltic States extending to Moscow, possibly includ-
mg that aity

5 A ¢“Free® Ukramne, German controlled and
under the nominal leadership of the former Hetman
Skoropadsky .

& Independent Caucasian, Georgian and Arme-
man States, all Geiman controlled and garrisoned

7 All these areas having German Garnsons and
under German industmal control to act as supplers of
food and ol to the Reich *

What noble ideas for the Fuehrer to conceive !
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All theae small countries to benefit at the expense of
Germany since Russia of course can have no right {or
existence for they have an unholy regime |

The City of London and the blg guys of Wall Street
would begin to convince themselves that these are all
reasonable proposals provided of course the Fuehrer
agrees to give them the contracts to arm, feed and
clothe all these nationals They would also try to
convinoe thelr respective Governments that these are
all quite fine eince these Governments are no longer
needed to be vigilant over the Communist menace and
that Capitalism would have another lsase of life with the
rastoration of such fine ierritories to its possession
Sumner Wells declared at the International Wheat
Conference the other day that billlona of Dollars worth
ol wheat would be found hanging in the hands of
producers without any outlet for sale ere long I think,
instead of talking spaciously on Freedom New york and
English businessmen would like to disposs of thelr
surplus stooks as early as possible

Let us examine what would be the eifect of conced
ing to such a peace propesal. None of the countries on
the Continent would remain Independent aven after a
formal declaration of independence not even [ialy
The Governments of all these countries are the mouth
pleces of the Naxd Party lackeys employed by Hitler to
oarry cut his inatructions  Their main task s to plunder
innodent citizens of thelr everything including their
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freedom and make presentation of such plunderings to
their masters, the Naz supermen, tramned in the detes-
table sadistic schools tearing rats and other small
animals as routine curriculum to gamn proficiency and
callousness to murder ruthlessly imnocent men and
women The truce on such terms will only be a
preparation for another war to annihilate the remaining
traces of Democracy in the British Isles, America and
probably Austraha But, it 15 unhkely, there would be
left any trace of Democracy in England if the English
concede to accept peace on such terms By the very
act, English Democracy will have mortgaged itself into
the hands of its businessmen and the anstocracy who
would naturally invoke the assistance of a Mosley or
some other puppet Fuehrer to keep order for them to
carry on their joint plundering Then Hitler does not
need any mltary conquest of England and all that
would be left for him to conquer would be Amenca
The only anti-toxin left 1n the world for Fascism, that is
Communism, would be completely wiped out, by then
There would be no question of oppressed nations and
oppressed nahionalihes, none would dare say so
Everything will be subordinate to the Nazi will to hve
and every territory on earth will conshtute their
hving space

The citizens of England and America, I doubt
will ever agree for such asell out The chances for
defeating Hitler are to-day greater than ever. A month
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ago that was not the case and i the Democracios do
not taka opportunity of the present lavourable circums
tanoes there is very little hopo of Democracy surviving
the trial They have to think in terms of to-morrow and
not to.day To-day s trials and miseries no doubt, are
very great, but Englishmen your trials yesterday wore
greater and more tragic. There are more Comrades in
Armms now and you consequently stand to shouldera
lesser burden  You must think vulturez are around
the place There Is no peace now 1l you do not show
Me you will be torn to pieces and eaten up The
tensoness and dreariness of the present sdd only to
the pervading senze of oppression It s no relief
It te kiling

—



CHAPTER TEN
THE STRUGGLE OF THE OPPRESSED NATIONS

We must consider at this juncture the future of
the oppressed nations, particularly India No doubt the
war 18 a definite set back to the cause of democracy
even 1 the most democratic countinies and 1t can well be
imagmed how it will affect a country like India where
democracy 1s more 1 talk than in deeds I must con-
cede 1n this respect to Prof Joad's dramatic description
of the effects of war on civihan hie Prof Joad ina
denunciation of war 1in his book, Why TWar writes

“A wvisit to the Gnll Room of a West End Hotel
during the last war would have opened the eyes of
those who still maintain that war has a moral, a clean-
sing, or a punfying effect upon a nation There were
visible for all to see the men to whom the war had
brought power, prominence and wealth  Profiteers
rank and lush, and umformed jacks in office quzzled
and swilled and chattered of the profits the war had
brought them The daughters of the arnsto-
cratic poor paraded their attractions before the fishy
eyes of the newly enriched

This rise of the scum and refuse of society to the
top mn war time, which 18 as much true in England,
New York, Berlin and all throughout India and the
world, except in Soviet Russia perhaps, presents only a
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lesvor eviL The more serlous evil is the curtallment of
civillan liberty by all gorts of Defence Aots and Ordinan
ces Invoked by special sancHon emergency powers
and what not to mest the exigenocies of war time These
measures i is sald are indispensable for the defence
ol the country and the security of the people but what
sart of eacurity would be left for the people when they
are ordered to surronder their everything to the
Military s unuoderstandable Rigorous censorship of
the Press and public utterances are imposed and
freedom of assoolation and spesch are denied to the
people  Stll all this in the name of freedom and demo-
oracy and the oitizen naturally asks if for this type of
fresdom and democracy wo are asked to Hight are thess
worth fighttng for This only duplicates Fascism at home
and Fasolem cannot be fought by adapting Fascism.

The subatance of demooraoy lles in the fact that
the Military is set up to serve the alvilian population and
not to dictate to the people and the Government They
are to obey the commands of the people and the
people s Governmeni to defend the rights of the
people against usurpers  On the contrary if the military
takes over the command of the people such act
measured by democratic standards has to be regard sd
as rude and preposterous as the Chisf of the Gover
nor s Body Guard taking charge of the admiaistrati>n
Ever since the Mutiny Aot in England it has been the
tule of law that Military Chiefs every year should go to
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the House of Commons and receiwve Parhamentary
sanction for their continued existence. On this mea-
sure has depended the democratic nature of the
British Constitution which rules out as long as the Act
remamns 1n force the possibiity of military despotism
taking control of civilhian affairs In the face of such a
measure Mr Michael Foot 1n a much discussed article
depicis the situation in present day England

*Never agam was England threatened by a mib-
tary dictalorship, or even by the lesser, but more
insidious, encroachment of mihtary power mnto civil hife
Never unti] to-day ”

Mr Foot continues to ask

“How powerful 1s the man, whose conirol over
nearly three milhons of his best fellow-cihizens 1s
absolute | How easy to suggest, in the name of effic:
ency, order and disciphne, that he should be allowed
to establish a military system on the best Teuton model !
A Bntish Potsdam mnstead of a Brnitish Parhiament,
Major Generals 1nstead of Regional Commuissioners ”

This 1s the penalty of thoughtless action In France
a nigorous Mihtary censorship helped the ruling chque
to sell out the country France was the birth place of
Democracy and to the French people Liberty, Equalty
and Fraternity formed the Trinity ever since the days of
the revolution Shll the people were helpless and it
was only their helplessness that assisted their rulers to
sabotage ireedom on a national scale With the example
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of France before the world can people everywhore
still feign to be unaware of the dangers they invite by
lotting others do the task they ought to do themeslves
The man In the strest is olten obsessed with the idea
that onoe he casts his vote in favour of one man his
share in the administration is over and it 1s that othor
mans job to look after the countrys welfare In the
event of an emergency he surrenders his liberty his
very existence including his personal posssssions o that
other man or the Government he represents to do what
they like with all these The effect of panic on mans
reasoning capacities can find no better example.

Ido not mean to say that men in national emer
gency should not surrender their everything for the
sake of thelr country Ionly suggest that they should
also constder whether by such an acHon they help the
cause of the country or the reverse They have a right
to ask of those people who call forth such a surrender
thelr competence to uiflive it to the advantage of the
country and their honesty of purpose  If they lack both
then there {s no sense in surrendering things precious
to oneself

We in India have more reason tobe afrald of
thoughtlossness If we suwrrender what little Jtberty we
have it will take years of begging to geta trace of it
reatorsd. Emergencies can be prolonged if that sults
the purpose or excusss dug out from legal archives to
porpotuste measures of erstwhile importance Many of
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the ordinances may become permanent on the Statute
Book The measures to-day go to make us tongue-tied,
restrict our movements and put us into caphivity without
the nght of being heard for offences which may not
be offences at all To speak that we want freedom, to
meet persons whom we would lke to meet in larger
numbers, to wnte about things which actually take
place, to wish to share our comforts with our comrades
equally, all these can be offences to-day Why it has
become so ? We were thoughtless, when we withdrew
our representatives from the Government Even though
they would not have been able to help us much, they
would have atleast tmed to mitigate the mgours of the
oppression to-day They would have asked us to shut
our mouths but not put cotton wool into our mouths,
they would have asked us not to write 1ll of others, but
they would not have surely cut our hands for that

In this war we leave much of our things to others
That 18 our mistake They are not going to win the war
forus 1If they are capable of it they wouldn't have
driven us toit If the war s lost we stand to lose our
everything Perhaps that might be a victory to them
It 15 our war, the peoples war and it must be won by us
If Fascism 18 defedated by our own efforts there will be
nothing left to stop us from having our way

Oppressed nations have their share 1n this war By
helping to defeat Fascism they are helping to loosen
the grip of others on them By invoking the aid of
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FatcL.m Imporiallsl nations are lrying to gain a {urther
loase of lifo By smeshing that ally wo leave them with
no othar woapon to hold us down. Thero will be Jess
fustifteation for adopting Fas~ist mathods then then at
prosen! and lotsor moans of application  Imperisliem
will have spont ficolf so rmuch that its vary existenco
will be an obligation worth ltquidating  An examp'e of
how far this has taken p'ace actuslly ean bo seen
from the prosent day ralation of Britain to its deninlons
Conada Australla and South Alrica  But for the Russian
intervontion Brittan would have found herzoll at the
morcy ol the Domintons and mado an unprocedented
phonomenon In history  Even under the prezont
circumstances the mother counley by the timo the war
is brought to a tuccessful conclusion would bo doprn
dent eo much on har children that tho childron would
find it 8 necessity to di.clafm thoic parantage to have a
peacoful oxistence  Then it would fali to us  Indlans
to feod our Infirm mistress and If wo cay no sho cant
coorce us much longer By azsisting the do'eal of Fascism
wo shall havo made our ties with our alllos stronger
and more complole and our allianco alone will probably
bo the most lasting contribution to peace throughout the
world  Asla will be unifled in the faco of a withering
Europe

Guided by this vision the struggle of tho oppre
osod natlons must take a now turn  Evory fresh oncros
chment of Fascism on tho Aslalic continent must bo
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strongly resisted To us Fascism holds greater danger
than Impenalism, to combat the forces of which even an
alliance with Imperalism may prove helpful in the same
way as Parhamentamanism finds it worthwhile to day to
jomn hands with Communism to fight the menace

Mere realisation of the theme is not enough unless
it takes some prachcal shape To-day our struggle 1s
bemg waged by the Soviet Union in the West and China
m the East Britain 1s still an interested on looker, so
also America The brunt of the fighting falls on the
former two nations and 1t should be our task to reheve
their hardship They need more than our moral sym-
pathy now, they need our practical help In what form
can our help reach them, you may question, My answer
to that 1s, by our being prepared one and all here to
meet the menace, we remforce their spint and increase
the depth of the fhighting hne At the same hme we
help the Brithish to carry some of the standing forces
here to the actual theatres of the war These are the
practical ways of carrying out the struggle of the oppre-
ssed nations It 1s a mistaken mmpression to regard that
mere complaming by word of mouth conshitutes our
struggle  Every opportumty to increase our suiking
force must be seized just as the hghting front 18 grow-
ng 1n extent By that alone Democracy can be saved
and can we gain our Freedom

We have to think not in terms of an endless war
It 18 now certain that with the combined mght of Britain,



THE STPUGGLE OF THE OPFREZSED NATIONS 3

Puctia and America Germany and along with £ Fa clem
aro golng to bo dofoated  That oventushly B not a
diztant prespecl, now  The defeat of Fascisr may be
es rudden and unthought o! as lts victarios hovo Loen
That {s why wo have to think of a pescetime now and
ocur sharo in the poacolime reconstruction Unlese
Russia s capable of rotalning a majer portion of her
prosent strength which is very unlikoly peace neg-tia
tions will be dominaled by Brilish and Amercan
interests as the-o two countrics will be spared tho
rigours of major encountors and concequently Infl with
reserve energy and strongth Yleazumed by our prerent
contribution to the gruggle ocur tayin the peace
negotiaions would bo the nods ofa Sir Klu }lux } han
occupying a roal at tho tal of a Brittsh Mintster  Such
a psaco as far es Indla s concomed may bo worse than
a war and jts conclusion wculd only bring in a roriny of
economic repressions  and oxactiens on this poor
country To-day every Brittsh Official, beginning with
the Primo Minfsler down to the clerk al the Impetlal
Secretariat at Now Delhl, enthustastically alijrms thal
India 13 wholly with Britain In the war The same Official
finds no hositation in also eaying that Indias mon
materials and money ere contributing much to decid
the lssuos of war favourably to Britaln But a3 peace
draws noarer all theso utlerances may be compolled fo
take a differont fum Instead of the Punfab end ito
warriors the philanthropy of Indion Princes and the
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mighty contnbutions of the country, Mr Gandhi and his
Wardha, the prison cells of India and the Satyagrale's
obstructionist tactics would occupy the picture and
the tragedies of {futile war resistance would be multiphed
on the typewrniters of the British Propaganda Ministry
All this would prove our worthlessness to enjoy a real
peace, atleast so, those men 1n the wigs would decide

Can such a picture of the peace conference be
changed Can the sustenance of Russia and Chma be
prolonged to enable them to have sufficient energy to
stand up at the peace table Can we too have a
representative of ours who will not be afraid to stand up
and speak the truth and to say «ll about us, our share,
our rights and our cause ? The whole purpose of the
book 1s to enable us to give the answer, we can It s
not always comforting to tell the truth and often 1t
becomes necessary to conceal it At times these are
ugly, but very wital and their value 1s judged by the
consequences one has to sulfer by disregarding such
truths May be, truth has lost its charm because men
parade with truths, which as Maxim Gorky puts it “are
born by les and possess all the elements of that
powisonous untruth which, having distorted the relations
of man with man, has made of hife a hell, atonce filthy
and absurd *

If not for anything else, at least for strengthening
our position at the time of peace, we must take part in
the struggle now That would save us from the stigma
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that atanding in noed of freedom wo refused to fight
fortt Thero are prosently schemes which aim at joint
explotiation of backward and undeveloped countries
Pretty words may howevor ba used to cover such tdeas
but the purpose remains the same There are large
number of politiclans British and American who vizualise
the world after the war as a whole Colony jointly
administered by Brtain and Amorica as prize for their
efforts In salyaging Democracy as they understand it
The whole of Asia including China and Russia and all the
countries of Europe would be brought undar this
domination, conveniontly termed a Unfon justas an
Anglo-French jolnt commission came to be termed as
the Lsague of Nations Schemes are all wall baqun
with high motives but the working tells quite a different
tale To escape falling victims to such schemes which
can only msan further servitude we must exert fo
oonvert this into a people s war fought by peoples of the
world for establishing the rights of people as opposed
to theso of our overlords In converiing the war into
such a struggle for the perpotuation of people s rights
lies our hope



CHAPTER ELEVEN
A RE.STATEMENT OF THE CASE

After having analysed, argued and catalogued
the 1ssues mnvolved, I beg leave to restate the whole of
my case for support in this war

1 Though the war started, under strange cir-
cumstances to settle the claims of rival Imperialisms, 1t
no longer 18 an Impenalistic war Moreover by the
entry of the Soviet Union into the conflict the war has
taken a new shape and a new purpose as regards the
Indian masses are concerned

2 The war as 1t developes holds serious threats
agamnst the safety of India, and the actual front may
ere long be shifted very near the frontiers of India
From the mihtary stand point the combined encroach-
ment by Germany and Japan of the Asiatic continent 18
a prelude to more far reaching operations including the
conquest of India

'3 Fascism to-day threatens fo envelope the
whole globe and to subject every race and nationality
toits will India as an undeveloped country will be
ruthlessly exploited 1if ever India happens to fall under
the Fascist heel, resulting in untold misery, poverty and
demal of elementary rights of freedom for its cihizens

4. Since Britain and Russia are hHghting to
overthrow Fascism and save the world once for all
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from that curse it is as muoh our duty to help them in
the task.

S5 Paoifism and non viclence as national policies
are neither virtuous nor desirable as the application of
these two principles on national and international basis
will only tend to increase aggression and liwlessness
in the world and therefore these ideals are not worth
pursuing on such basis

6 It s futtle for Indfa to adopt a walt and watch
policy for there is every likelthood of such a policy be
ing interproted as obstructionist or opportunistic tactics
Morsover 1t enoourages the growth of Fascism within
the country

7 Non participation in the war neither helps the
cause of Freedom nor promotes goodwill towards the
comntry in other parts of the world

8 Instead non participation hampers the march
towards Independence of the couniry and oreates a
serious split in the home front.

9 Efforts to combat an external danger will have
the effect of uniting internal dissenstons and will also
aiford an opportunity prompted by expedienoy to solve
the communal problem on a temporary basis and subse-
cuontly on a lasting and satisfactory basis

10 The situation offers increasing opportunites
for improving Indias defences and for bringing Indias
Military Naval and Air Forces to a high pitch of

efficlency even though such developments may be
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prompted by necessity and self interest on the part
of the country's Rulers

11 India's contnbution to the war now can have
decisive mmportance since men and materials can be
transported to the theatres of war more easily from
India than from any other part of the British Empire

12 Concerted action only can stop the Fascist
advance which 1s fully based on the tactics of piece-meal
conquest The fate of Eurovean nations amply illustrate
the point

13 The present recalcitrant athitude of the Indian
politicilans will have serious repercussions at the peace
time negotiations and as a consequence Indian claims
may receive a serious set back

14 India's present full hearted participation in
the war wiall tend to ihcrease the resisting capacities of
China and Russia, al\d it will also ensure these two
nations actively suppoftmg Indian claims at the peace
negotiations as opposed to the dominating “interests of
Britain and America

15 Lastly, from the point of view of a unified
Asiatic Union to oppose European and Japanese
penetration and further exploitation of the Asiatic people,
it falls as a matter of duty on the part of India to carry
on the struggle of the oppressed nations along with the
fight for the overthrow of Fascism



CHAPTER TWELYE
THE TASK NOW

After having presented the case favouring Indiaa
full partoipation In the war it becomes a corollary to
devise the ways and means of executing such a decision.
Thess ways and means are not howaever offered In
the nature of an advice but are indicated as respon
sibilities the fulfilment of which amounts to a task beset
with serious dilficulies

It {s evident {o the man in the strest that Indias
defences today are no defences at all for an invading
army of present day standard. Netther its expansive arcas
ner {ts natural boundariss offer any serious obstruction
to an army equipped with Tanks, Aeroplanes and high
explosives capabls of annihilating distance and under
mining civillan and military morals Significant ad
missions of Indis s unpreparedness both by officlals and
non-oificials only lend tragedy to the siiuation About
the strength of the Indian Navy and the Air force the
words of a critio a criic who is none other than the
General Searetary of the Indian National Congress are
Hluminating

A few years bapk we had the establishment of the
Royal Indian Navy 1t is as royal as the many royalties
that misrule parts of India. It is Indian in the sensa in
which the Government of India is ¢0 It is navy becauss
it haa somsthing to do with the sea  With one of the
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most extensive coast lines in the world, with all the
natural resources for Ship building, and with traditions
of bulding going into the hoary past, India possesses
not a single Ship Building Yard And yet India has a
Royal Navy The doll's house 1s complete in all its
details * About the Air Force the wnter quotes the
words of Mr ] R D Tata, Chairman of the Tatas and
of the War Loan Committee making the significant ad-
mission “We are told that the Indian Air Force 1s being
no less than quadrupled Within a couple of years the
skies of India will be clouded by the thundering mass of
Indian Army squadrons About 36 Planes in all”> About
all these, what we can possibly do1s to put a large
exclamation mark

The blame of course 1s put on the Indians A
Government to whose benevolence this huge country
owes 1its Telegraphs, Railways, Umtiy, and Post Offices,
can such a Government be blamed! One cannoti,
however, understand the wisdom of a policy which
keeps such vast unarmed mulhtiudes at the mercy of
prospective invaders Not only 1s the Government idle,
but does not seem to be taking much interest to remedy
the defect Otherwise what i1s the explanation for this
step-motherly care towards Indian industries, parhicularly
shipping, aviation, motor manufacturing and armam-
ents Indian Army 1s woelully lacking all sorts of
modern equipment Why to speak of India, the whole
of the British Army lack Tanks and Guns Mr Hender
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son—Stewarts appeal in the House of Commons on
July 11 bear ample testimony to the atatement. He
declared —

Ons had viston of men English Soottish, Insh
and Walsh, left to die or fall into Nazl captivity because
thay lacked weapons to defend themselves We must
answer that cry for arms if the Army Is to be saved from
other grievous sacrifice Jt 48 not an appeal of
moll—coddling that the workers of this country want
but insplred direction”

End what is the posttion of the enemy ? Regard
ing the equipment left in Crete and Greece Mr Chur
chill himself remarked that he doubted whether Hitler
nesded any more guns Hitler has to-day more qune
than men. A military commentator declared during the
last war that Russlan soldiers were massacted at the
front in thousands because they had no guna and reser
vists waited for his comrade to fall to get his gun

Cannet these delects be remedied ? 1 believe
with a greater amount of vision and oourega than
hitharto displayed by British statesmen the situstion
could be altsred with striking results Every theatre of
war in which the Allles are to.day engaged could be
relnforced with sulficlent quantities of equipment pro-
vided British poesessions near those theatres could be
made self suffioient as regards the producton of equip-
ment needed for the theatre pear to its boundaries In
making such a revolutionary change in their plans
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Englishmen are afraid of themselves They fear the
Empire countries would turn agamnst the mother
country—justifications enough for their past records and
confidence 1n the present !

Not in these respects alone, Indian and Alhed
Statesmen are showing signs of distorted vision and
lack of commonsense At a time when labour leaders
and other workers' and peasants’ deputies could be
expected to supplement the Government's war efforts
these men are kept within the prison bars and those
who are left behind are not taken into confidence at all
This policy 1s put into force in the face of growing fifth
columnists and other Fascist agents who freely move
about as very nice people and plan secretly and openly
for handing over the country as a present to the Fascist
demagogues Times have changed and to-day one can
recognise a hfth columnist by his very words not to
speak of his actions He 15 ardently denouncing
Communism 1n official circles, 1n society groups, 1n the
Press and on the platform and for all that he 1s regar-
ded as very nice both by officials and non-officials
In this regard the remarks of Mr W M Hughes, the,
Navy Minister of Australia about this very nicest people
hit the mark | “They would rather have Nazism win than
Soviet help save us from Nazi dominahon God save us
from such narrow minded treacherous counsels I wel-
come the alhance with this great Power with unbounded
satisfaction.”
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Thers are not only such nice (ndividuals
but also influential political bodies and their most
vooiferous organs who support the above argument
The Fres Prass Journal of Bombay whose security
was confiscated by the Government many times and
which ceassd publication on acoount of that, during the
Civil Disobediance movement for its extreme nationalism
and suppart of the Indian Natlonal Congress wrote
on June 12 1941  *Hitler & fall will make no difference
to the war and its complications The Japanese peril
1a real mo is the Red peril To avert the Red peril
is our natfonal duty On a subsequent occassion the
same paper came out with the comment “We have no
sympathies 1o waste on the Soviet We are deiinitely
oppossd to any active alllance of Britain with the Soviet
We believe Hitler when he says that the Soviet would
have stabbed Germany in the back.” Commenting on
this Mr M. N Roys paper the Independmt India of
July 13 1941 writes Destruction of Fasclmm i3 no
conosm for the Congress nationalists They da not be
leve that the dissppearsnce of Fascism will make any
diffsrence for the world By implicaiion, it means that
they do not object to its continued existence So
atlast we know the ideal for which the non violent Army
of Indjan Netionalism would Hight. No wonder that it
refusos to Iift a finger to help the fight against Fasoism

Mahatma Gandhi's letter to Haghunandan Saran
President of the Delhi Provinclal Congreas Comnllitee
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directing to take public notice of the indiscipline of
Congressmen who support the war effort, read in this
light 1s perhaps revealing

To combat the fifth column menace is a moral res-
ponsibility on the part of the citizens, rather than the
Government If the Government takes any serous
achon m this regard it would be mistaken and ms-
interpreted as the suppression of the national movement
To request the Government to tale such a course 1s
neither desirable nor self respecting That would create
a precedent for subsequent occassions Moreover that
would tend to create a serious upheaval in the country
and the measure would miss the mark Instead if the
country takes the responsibility on itself the
consequenthal danger s averted and the nation retains
its self respect In what manner the country should take
such a step? Congressmen who are sensible enough
to understand the situation must begin agqiteting on a
mass scale to overthrow the reactionary clique which
rules the Congress organisation stock and barrell In this
effort all other right thinking men who do not belong to
the Congress or any other pohitical party should lend
support Not the Congress alone 1s pursuing such a
dangerous policy, the Mushim League also 1s adopting a
‘dog in the manger’ policy The same remarks apply to
all similar organisations and by such strenuous efforts 1
we are able to end the fifth column menace we shall have
won the major portion of the battle against Fascism



THE TASK HOW 161

The next task, equally imporiant whlch noods
attention of the people s the organisation of the present
Civic Guards asa body primacily responsible fo- tho
internal defence ol the country The rogular Army
would be roquired to eccupy the extornal defonces and
ta check the onsleught of stray groups of Invaders
penetrating through the mafor linos of defonco and lo
deal with internal miscreants and sabotours therc neads
croation of a sulficiently strong well trained and well
oquipped body of Internal defence volunleors It mu.t
regrettably be admitled that tha present Civic Guards
hopalesaly fall below this standard The urcfulnens of such
a body of persons iIn the event cf serious Internal distur
bances is very meagre It should bo the atm of both the
people and the Government to reinforce thic bedy with
large number of self rospecting men who could be
expdotod to d! chargo their rosponaibilities with the
utmost sense of nallonal honour and prestiqge It s
therefore the dufy of the Government in this respoct
to moko this purely a national organisation ontleoly
manned and controlled {rom the lowest to tho topmest
ranks by Indlans When sucha conversion has taken
place it bocomas alia necetsary to train and equip those
volunteers in all phares' of warfare and for all typos of
defence worki The organisation of the Homo Guards
in England affords a morvellous example of public
initiative and fortitude in the event of vital Hanger It i
also on record that the c¢redit for organising such a
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force goes to Mr Tom Wintringham, Editor of the Daily
Worler and a member of the Executive Commaittee of the
Communist Party in England, who had expenence of
the eivil war in Spain in which he fought in the ranks of
the Mihihia of Republican Spain, “the army that for year
after year held up Fascism's floocd-tide towards power,
i that Spamish fighting which was the prelude and
the signal for the present struggle,” to quote his
own words In a senes of articles which he continbuted
to the Press, he describes the task and then the progress
of the Osterly Park Tramming School which during the
first month of its existence ( on July 10, 1941 the first
course started at the school) atiracted a thousand
members, in the subsequent month two thousand and in
the third month over three thousand to get training
in the defence of their homeland

“But all was not plain sailing, there were prejudices
to be broken down Soon after the school was founded,
an officer high up in the command of the Local Defence
Volunieers requested us to close the school down, be-
cause the sort of tramming we were giving was ‘not
needed ' This officer explained to us with engaging
frankness that the Home Guards did not have to do ®any
of this crawling around , all they have to do 1s to sit
i a pill-box and shoot straight > The “sitan-a Pill-box”
1dea, a remnant of the Maginot folly not yet rooted out
of the British Army, met us on other occassions We
fought 1t in every way we could We could not accept
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the instruction to closs the school down And when the
officer who considered Osterley unnecessary sent a
ciroular around to units (of the local Defence volunteors)
in his area painting out that Osterley had not bsen
approved we found an increasing in numbers coming
to us from that area The untis not hitherto aware of our
existence learned of it through this ciroular  These
words best dosoribe the trlals of such an institution and
the worda Our wark at Qsterly recetved official
approval early in  Septsmber when we were
thanked by the Ammy Council and the War Office
deolded to take over the schoo! the reward of
persistence

We must also be quided by this example and our
efforts should be directed to convert the present Civio
Guards into gn armed national, self respecting Irregular
Army We need for thia Osterlays in hundreds or psrhaps
a thousand For that we need not rely on the Govern
maent, our own initative must set example to the Govern
ment, What we are interssted in is a Peoples Army
and that we cant have from the Government Perhaps
Government can assist us with some instructors who had
actual experience of the war in Europs and the latest
methods adopisd by the Nazxis in these theatres The
dirsciton and the controlling personnel must be Indlan
and for this the pressent Civic Guards should be
reconstituted under & Nalional Councll  Ample funds
must be made available to this body to carry out the
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programme, raised through public subscniptions or
donations All that we need from the Government to
begin with, 1s permission to arm such a body, but there
seems to be hitle prospect 1n this direchion In spite of
this we must not be disheartened, we must get going
somehow 1n our preparations ici national defence We
who care more for our country, than what the Govern-
ment care, must take the mitiative and ere long we must
have a force not less than hity million, if not more,
comprising men and women who regard their couniry's
call stronger than any other To propagate the correct
Iine of lead and to harmonise the work of different umis
we also need an organ dealing exclusively wrth matters
of internal defence

For all such activities as'outhned above we need
funds, lots of them The President of the Theosophical
Society, Dr G S Arundale wrote '

“I am of opmnion; therefore, that it 15 opporiune es
well as urgent {or a great fund to be raised for India's
personal defence  Already, 1f 1 have not nustaken
Austraha has now decided to reserve her available
financial resources for the mmmediate purpose’’of her
own defence India has equal need to do the same ' I
only wish the Congress and the Muslun League together
could have sponsored such a fund They céuld together
have made crores available, for the Indian people could
thus have been wonderfully inspired by the knowledge
that every pie would be used in India te equip Indians

‘Telegraph dated July 8, 1941
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in Indla directly lo dofend thelr Molnesland from the
tnvasion of hor shores

We must also from now onward press our Govern
ment o send 8s much material as we could possibly got
to tho Russfan fronls by opening the patsago through
the North Wost Frontler of Indla for if the Germans
succeed In taking Dardenolles and Murmansk all other
sources for reinforcing tho Russlans would bo closed
with the excoption perhope of Viadivestock In the cast
Moierials need also be ruthed through Iran and Syria
where the Alltes are once again {n a strong position to the
Caucasus and Baku llolds to onablo the Rustlans to
defend those reglons  The delonces of these roglons
are vital since any slackening of effort would lay opan
to tho onemy the most covoled possecssfons for in thote
roglons lie the vast oll rescurces of Russia

A we come to tho question of open armstance to
Ruszsia thero should bo an eonunofation of Britizh and
American policies in thms respoct It must be repeated
that Allied Statesmen have been woefully mistaken In
the!r ostimales of possible onemios end pojontial allios
In the beginning of the war thoy distrusted Russlo and
lavished thoir sympathles on Italy All the assistance
they renderoed to Italy and all the materials Britain and
America suppliod lo Naly were used against them
selves To-day they are Indulging In tho same folly as
rogards Spain  Japan Sweden and to & lessor oxtent
Turkey Britich repprochmont with Russla was noithor
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due to the diplomatic excellence of Sir Stafford Cripps
nor due to the sincere wish on the part of England for
such an alhance Circumstances alone brought in the
event But for German invasion of Russia there would
have been no Russo—British alliance and no Prvy
Councillor-ship for Sir Stafford Cripps British policy
towards possible enemies can be explaimned mm a way
that by such courtship, they succeed in postponing the
date of reckoning with these nations Past experience,
however does not justify such an explanation When
Italy came nto the war the entry was planned to suit
Hitler's time and Italy's preparations, and the delay had
no significance whatever to the British wooing This 18
equally true of Spain to-day and more than true in the
case of Japan  When the time comes for the desperate
gamble Hitley will goad Spain, wiling or unwilling, to
enter the war on Hitler's side and block Gubraltar
Japan, even much earlier than Spain's eniry into the
war, would line up with Hitler and attack Russia There
1s every reason io beleve, gauging Hitler's tactics, that
Japan will strike Russia and not move into any blessed
paradise There used to be much speculation in the
early days of the war that Italy was slowly realising her
folly m concluding the Axis Pact and that Itahans from
the Chef to Mussolini, were turming pre-British rathgr
than pro-German These speculations were widely
advertised through exaggerated Press reports wvia the
usual British propaganda channels But, with all these,
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the world didn t eeo Jtaly lining with the Allles and tho
world did also see ltaly joining with Germany and
fighting the British and the French To-day Jepan is
seon In the same light It is reported that Japan
intends to move Into the Scuth Sea and Indo China
some even suggest Malaya but these speculalions are
all due to some sort of complex which blinds vision
Every other meomber of the Axlo group {¢ as much
interested as Germany harsoll in the ultimale victory of
the Axis and each member s action would thorefore be
o bring about this ultimate victory  Follawing this line
of argument if evor Japan moves into the South Scas or
Indo China Thalland or any whore else it would bo aa
spring boards for major attacks on Russia and China
and if Britain joins theso countries on Britain as well. At
pressnt in Hitlers plans Russias defeat is proliminary
to all others and in the execution of that plan Japan
roalises herself bound to Hitler 1t thereforo follows
that any and every sympathy oither in deed or in words
shown to Japan are mere wasto exceptionelly harmful.
The correciness of this statement would be proved most
probably before thess words appear in print

The next weak spot in the British Diplomatic fisld
is Turkey Turkey ers long would be swallowed by
Gormany {f Russia and Britain do not teke bold steps
in the meanwhile QGerman attempts (n Syria and Iraq
were calculated to outreach Turkish defence and outride
British plans  In this the Germans ware defeated and
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to-day there 15 no other alternalive for hem Lu! to
mmvade Turkey, at first to conirc! Dairdanelles with @
view to blockade Russia and secondly to gain an easy
access to the Caucusus and the shores of the Caspian
Sea Regarding the potential value of Dardanelles o
Germany Mr A G Gardiner in an article imtten
during March 1941, stated, “If Hitler 1s able to sieze
and hold the Dardanelles the fate of Russia 1s secaled *
Whether Turkey would resist Germany effectively in
carrying out the plan 1s the question Turkish pohh.
cians have been friendly to Bntain 1n words and
frnendly to Germany in deeds Mecreover German
control of Turley 18 an accomphshed fact both econo-
mically and poltically Devoid of German technical
assistance Turhish industry 1s nothing, pohtically Turlish
statesmen have learned the goose-step During the
Syrian campaign Turkey afforded facihties for German
supphes and men to pass through Turkey 1s evident
from the report “Thrice weekly the Tarus Exprass disgor-
ges batches of approximately ffty Nazis a time holding
false Balkan Passports disguised as Jewish refugees
Under the cover of darkness, the Germans have
commandeered vessels, fishing boats, to bring n so
called officials by sea hugging the coast inside Turkish
territorial waters, disembarking at small ports in North
Syria” The Istanbul correspondent of the Times,
London, aptly describes the reachiort of the Turksto the
Russo—German war by stating that every Turk would
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plans must be so made to meat all poscible oventualitios
treating Turley as a potential enemy 1 hold that this
war against the Naziz cannot be won by adopting the
wait and walch policy Decisive action must be
talen at every step and the Naris must be oulstriped in
their plans and this would mean a rovolulionary change
in the mulitary strateay of the Allties Their actions in
Syria and Irag descrve congratulation in this rospect,
perhaps these are the greatest achievemenis of the
British Command in the war

Iran 1 the nort umportant centre in the map of
Asia where Russian and Alhed strotegy must be made
felt  After Turkey Iran 1v the most vulnerable spot
Russian High Command 1s not entirely unaware of the
strategic importance of Iran and if reports prove correct
large number of Acrodromes have already beon leased
to Russia in this territory Belore Iran becomes an
actual theatre of war the utility of Iran as a supoly base
has to be fully talen advantage of Towards this the
best procedure for Allies and Russia to adapt would
be to give guarantees to the Iranian Government to the
effect that in consideration of the Iranian Government
allowing Britain and Russia to establish strategic and
supply bases in Iran, these two Governments would
unconditionally restore to Iran after the ceasing of the
hostilities the bases surrendered including complete
independence for Iran This procedure 1s necessary
since Iran 1s a vital source of oil supply to the Allies and
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ts the nearest approach to the AslaHe mainland
tncluding India

Since Italian reststance is dwindling fast it is an
opportune moment to press on with the Libyan camp-
algn The reaction of the Vichy Government is pot fo
be reckoned since Marshal Petain and Admiral Darlan
have camplstely played themsslves into the hands of
Hitler and Allied and Russian Governments should also
concentrate on annexing as much es possible of the
African coast fecing the Mediterranean. The Axis
forces have entrenched themselves on the other side of
the Mediterranean from the Spanish coast line to Crete
From an examination of the Map it is evident that such
a bold step on the part of Russta and Allies would bong
about a complete encirclement of the Continent of
Europe In itself a necessary preliminary to more
effective and oomplate blockade of Europe to be
followed by offenstve warfare. The ocoupation of
Iceland by American foroes viewed in this light, uniolds
a vista of far reaching possibilities.

In addition to adopting the policy cutlined above
a revival of the propaganda warfare in an intensified
form has alzo to be oonsidered This time with the
winter approaching is mare fit to begln the offensive
calculated to hasten revolution in  the occupled
territories than the early days of the war To plan &
military invesion of the Continent by seaborne troops
the time is premature for the execution of such a plan
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with the resources at the hands of the 'Allies at present
by way of Aeroplanes, Guns, and Tanks falling short of
the guantity required to dislodge the Nazis from their
seats of vantage, would present serious danger to the
Allies Such an invasion can only be attempted through
Russia, by remnforcing Russian supphes In the beginning
of the war Alhed Statesmen were falkingin terms of
revolution within Germany itself, but for some mysterious
reason the theme of their propaganda was suddenly
changed May be that as the prospects of success in
the war through other means are now increasing, Allied
Statesmen are confident of imposing some sort of
Capitalist Government in Germany after the war suited
to the interests of the Briish Government Otherwise
with the war going on against Russia, there can be no
better occassion to foment revolution within Germany
and other German occupied territories In this respect
citizens of Italy, Bulgana, Greece, Yugoslavia and France
are easily susceptible to such revolutionary propaganda
Itahans are greatly resenting the German dommation
and Italy 18 on the brink of economic breakdown
Mussohni and his regime after serious defeats and loss
of presthige still remain 1n power only because of German
bayonets Frenchmen, Greecians and Yugoslavs with
their love of freedom and Bulgarans with their strong
Soviet sympathy need only be told that there are
prospects of success, to mse mm revolt To infuse con-
fidence 1n these citizens and to help them carry on their
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activittes of sabotage ralds like that of Lofoten must be
repeated {n incareasing numbers

It is elgniticant here to reproduce the words of
Reuters Military Commentator on the Russo-German
hostilities and the opportunity it offers to Britain

*As a rasult of the great concentratlon of German
divisions along the Rusaian front those responsible for
British sirategy should ask themselves how many
German divisions or atreraft are now fn Northamn France
Holland and Norway The same question may be asked
with regard to Germans {n North Africs The defence of
Egypt is not now the real question but the defenca of
Cyrenaloa and Libya We have heard breve words
from British politiclans the time Ia repidly spproaching
for brave deods

Britain cannol regard the duretion of the Russo-
German war as a breathing spell If they regard it a0
it is sheer madness. As M Litvinoff said, every blow
gliven to Germany now would be worth ten times mote
than that delivered at a later date The Prime Minister
of England promised that 1841 would ses Britain on the
offensive The year is drawing to a close and decisive
evonts are now taking place Can Britain afford to waste
time still, is being asked every where If the waris to
be won the battles must be fought now If the American
and British Military Commands are waliting to see both
Russia and Germany wear out in the battles now being
fought to deliver their final blow on Germany they are

Staterman fuly 8 1641
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making a serious miscalculation  Such a policy can
only help Hitler for he wants to smash his enemies one
by one and his enemies, he realises, are foolish enough
to render him the opportunmity because of their narrow
mindedness and mean self-interest When a comrade
1s beaten they shed tears on him, waste a few brave
words by way of promises to avenge his defeat, but
when the beating 1s actually going on, they polish their
swords Such an error must not be repeated now, the
repitiion would mean end of democracy

To Amerncans are addressed these concluding
words It 18 the moral responsibility of you Americans to
help Britain, to deliver the crushing blow to Hitler now
Whether that necessitates America's entry into the war
or not, the question now is which 1s the easiest way to
enable Bntain to dehver that final blow If America
could send all possible amount of help now the war
would be decided now only To send that help therefore
15 the deciding factor British ships are not able 1n spite
of heavy losses in the Atlantic to cope up with the
transport of goods from Amenca to Bntamn and it 1s
therefore the duty of Amernca to take steps to enable
these supplies to reach Britain soon If that draws
America 1nto the war, well and good, the war has to be
fought out General Sir Claude Auchinleck, the new
General Officer Commanding in the Mddle East 1s
reported to have said that American man-power 1s
needed “if the war 18 to be won properly, and it must
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bo won properly not half won> He is also reported to
have sald in reply to war correspondents I have
always thought, it must be won in Europe in Germany
on the German s own soll. They must be beaten in the
way Napoleon was beaten. Thersfore I see as much
need for American man power {n this war as in the last.
In twelve fourteen or twanty four months this need will
ceriainly arise. I hold this need has certainly arisen
America is far away from the Continent of Europe and
no hostle forces can step on the shores of America
Japan needs only one sericus slap to be taught the
essence of commontense  Tharefote American soldiers
munitions planes and other weapons nosd be trans
ported immediately to the European theatres of war to
beat the enemies on the enemtes own territories

Large body of Americans 1 belleve are not sure of
the sincerity of British Statesmen when they doeclare
they are fighting for democmecy 1 can hear Americans
asking~ “What about democraay in the British posssssions?
What of India Friends ? Is there demoocracy in that vast
sub-continent which you hold now in bondage ? Tharo
18 no sacred trust to be discharged  You held us before
and you made us fight to became what we are now
You still beat the drum of democracy and delude us
to help you to perpetuate your rule on one fourth of the
globe s surizce® T wish Americans asked this many
more times Ialso wish, President Rocssvelt presents
the same question”in the nature of an ultimatum that

Stéteaman Tuly 9 ;9‘41
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if Britain wants America to fight for democracy, Britain
to vindicate its true democrahic aims should declare
India, independent and for that matter of fact, every
subject nation iree, forthwith

Well, these are the tests, these are the times to put

these tests to trnial If democracy fails the war must go
on endlessly
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