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8 Some Notes on the Invention of Spectacles and the
History of Spectacles in India between
A. D. 1500 and 1800.
BY
P. K. GODE, M. aA.
Curator,

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona 4.

Recently a friend of mine, who is interested in the
=cultural history of India, pressed me to write an article
on the introduction of spectacles into India. 1 promised
him to study this problem with a view to clearing up
somc wild notions about this problem which prevail ecven®
among learned men in this country, some of whom
belicve” that our ancestors used some sort of spectacles
to get over the deficiencies of eye-sight. In my search
for facts bearing on the history of spectacles in India I
began to study their history in foreign sources to enable
me to give the proper historical perspective to the sub~
ject of my study as the use of spectacles is now current
‘in all civilized nations of today. The reading habit of
the average educated man in these nations has received
added benefit from the use of spectacles, and last but’
not least the use of spectacles has enriched the eye-
specialists, no less than their bgothers viz. the manufac~
turers of spectacles and the sellers of spectacles. In spite
of the acknowledged benefit from the use of spectacles, a
poor man in this country trics to postponc his visit to the
-eye~-specialist and the optician as long as possible, as he
cannot afford to pay their heavy charges. This is a sorry
spectacle indeed ! '

Let me now begin my narration about the history of
'spectacles in general and of their history in India in parti-
cular :—

7
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(1) In the -Shorter Oxford English Dz'.ctionary
(p. 1962) the word Spectacle” is explained to
mean “ A device for assisting defective eye-sight
or for protecting the eyes from dust, light, etc.
consisting of two glass lenses set ina frame
which is supported on the nose and frequently
kept in place by ‘legs’ passing over the ears.”

The usages of this word and its derivations as recorded
in this Dictionary are as follows :—

A. D. 1640—* Reading much, yet never used spect-
acles or other help. _
I this evening did buy me a pair of green spect-
acles.”—Pepys 1.
) A. D. 1607—¢ Spectacled"--Provided with or wear-
ing Spectacles.

It would appear from the above references that the
use of spectacles had become current in England some time
before A. D. 1600.

(2) Inthe Supplementary Calendar of Documents in
the India Office (A. D, 1600—1640) by Sir William Foster,
London, 1928, we find many documents whick specify the
goods imported by the East India Company into India since
the grant of the charter to the Company by Queen Elizabeth.
on 3r1st December 1600. From Document No. 259 dated

1 In the Leader’s Hand-book by 15, C. Brewer, London, 1911,
p. 824, we get the following note on Pepys's Diary :—

“Pepys died in 1703, but his Dj«ry was not published till 1825.
It is in short-hand, and is a record of bis personal doings and sayings
from January 1600 to Aay 1679.”

Brewer in his Diectionary of Phras: and I'«ble ( Londen, 1912 )
refers to a device of Thackeray in drawings made by him ( p. 1165 ).
In Punck, Vol. XX, No. 495, p. 8 is a butcher’s boy chalking up
¢No Dopery” and the tray forms « pair of Spectacles, showing it was
designsd by Thackeray,
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23rd February 1616 we learn that William Biddulph was
appointed by the Company to be the Chief of their {actories
at Agra and Ajmer. Ajmere was seat of the court at this
time. In Document No. 330 dated 22nd September 1616
addressed to Biddulph by Kerridge, Barker and Mittford at
Surat, Biddulph is advised to consult Asaf Khan as to the
goods most likely to be in demand at the court, because
Biddulph had reported in three earlier letters “the slow
sale of their glass-ware, strong waters, Spectacles, p7os pective’
&lasses etc. and depricated any further supply by
reason of a Venetians Store sold to Alsoph Chan (Asaf
Khan) ."”

It is clear from the above document that Spectacles were
introduced by the agents of the East India Company into
Rajaputana as early as A.D. 1616 within 16 years since the
grant of the charter to this Company by Queen Elizabeth on
31st December 1600. 1t is for Hindi scholars to record any
references to spectacles in Hindi literature in Jehangir's
time. Some references to spectacles are likely to be found
in Persian sources of this period and I trust that scholars
conversant with these sources will record them, if they
feel interested in the subject of the present study.

(3) Before I record references to the use of Specta-
cles in Sanskrit and Marathi sources both before and
after A. D. 1600, I would like to invite the attention of
my readers to the following remarks of Dr. Albert
Neuburger on pp. 163-164 of his “ Zechnical Arts and
Sciences of the Ancients” (Lng. Trans. by H. L. Brose,
Methuen & Co., London, 1929 ):—

In his account of the Glass-work of the Romans
Neuburger observes :(—

“ Spectacles were not known in antiquity ; indeed, the
effects of concave and convex glass Ienses had not ap.
parently been observed or they were not made use of,
The only report derived from antiquity concerning the use
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of an arrangement resembling  spectacles comes from
Pliny, who relates that Emperor Nero used a polished
emerald to observe the contests of the gladiators. From
this it has been concluded that Emperor Nero was
short-sighted and that he used a sort of lorgnon or
monocle. “ Lenses” which have been found ( in tie ruins
of Tyre, a grave at Nola, Pompeii, Troy, and so forth )
served as ornaments for leather belts and similar objects
but 7ot as magnifying glasses. On the other hand, the
Greeks and Romans were familiar with the magnifying
power of glass “Spheres” (or globes filled with water )
used by shoe-makers for concentrating the lamp-light.”

(4) There are references in Sanskrit literature to the
Suryakinia or Sun-stone, also called Suzyamani ( sun-gem )
and Dipotpala (shining stone). The Sanskrit literature
also refers to Candrakinta or Candramani or moon-stone
or moon-gem. The Suryakinia is also called Agnimani
( see Apte’s Dictionary ). Kalidasa refers to the Saryakanta
in the following stanza in his drama Sdkuntala (Act II,
verse 41 on p.74 of Monier William's Edition, Oxford,
1876) :—

“ AN ARy
T % qRrAGART fa
“WIgER T GEHTar-
TWgFEASISiaIgafRa | vq "
. Monier Williams translates the above stanza as
foliows :——

“1n ascetics with whom quietism is predominant there
lies concealed a consuming energy ( fire). That (energy)
like sun-crystals, grateful (cool) to the touch, they put forth
from the opposing influence of other forces. "

Monier Williams observes :—A crystal lens (suryakanta),
however, cool to the touch in its natural state will emit a
burning heat, when acted upon by the rays of the sun......
It may be gathered from this passage that its (of sun-stone)
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properties resembled those of a glass lens, which instru-
ment may possibly have been known to the Hindus at the time
when this play was written. The following parallel sentiment
is from Bhartrhari ii, 30 :—

“ gzaAIsl 9i}: Tgw wsTB[A WRARAH: |

A 10T TEA-AEI FAFFT™ N "

( Cranslation :—“Since even the lifeless (stone)
beloved of the sun, when touched by its rays, burns; how
then can the man of spirit put up with an injury inflicted
by another ?2”)

We may compare the use of the sunstone! for
concentrating sun's rays (to a burning heat ) to the use of
“glass globes filled with water” used by Roman and Greek
shoe-makers for concentrating the lamp-light.

In the Astangahrdaya of Vagbhata II ( 8th or 9th
century A. D.) verse 42 of Chapter 30 of suérasthdna refers
to gIEid s —

¢ RPN RFANUR I |

Here ga¥iais mentioned as a means for producing
&gz or heating of the skin for therapeutic purposes.
Hemadri explains §4Fd as WiF.2

1. I may note here the following verses about the Suryakanta
and Somakunta stones recorded in gwmgateRIFEIR ( N. 8. Press,
Bombay, 1911, page 228 ) compiled by K. I. Parab :— '

“ QIAFFAT A@O: =T GAFAAT T (F
Igr 7 RANET FTFAIZT: 1 &6 0
HUFCFEINGRETR adn: |
HTHFAAEAA 3¢9 FIBTYTL 1 §2 1,

i is called “ sy@marar ' ( Fire-stone ) in the following lines
on p, 82—~

“ SEgiEsn AU 913 [ [RAFC
ARRrEIET [R5 g7 AANT T u e 0"

2. Hemacandra in his dbkidhana-Cintamani refers to gfi=miq
© in the yFwmwe (Verse 1334 wiimr=: GIA0N: AN JgA9m: ) He men-
tions the following classification of &pi@ws according to Fgeqfy :—
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In the aq-glgrggqa?m (by K. M. Vaidya, Trichur, 1936)
the following verses about gdsi= are recorded :—

(1) Anonymous :—

“ A [l Aegaia-
a'iﬁtjq\[ sHRCHEARIT |

3: | (gRqRIEIadis:
S €1 FEd gaEea

(2) Rajanighantu of Narahari (C. A, D. 1450 ):—

“ Ry T ERIFAETANIRTA {REEA: |
RSN STRIHISE B TG W »

mo——  FAHIAT F3guil [ wE |
AERGTRE HEq: IR 0’

Though the use of the Surya-Kania for concentra
ting sun’s rays for producing fire or keat for therapeutic
purposes is clear from the above texts, one cannot get a
comprehensive idea about its use by our ancestors, unless
one puts together representative references to it from
Sanskrit and non-Sanskrit sources. The Surya-Kanta does
not appear to me to be a fabulous stone as some scholars
believe though fabulous properties may have Dbeen
ascribed to it. If this view is accepted we have to inquire
if any specimens of the Sarya-Kanta have been discovered
by archaologists in Indian excavations. The study of the
Surya-Kanla is allied to the study of crystal or glass beads
which are occasionally found in large numbers in some
of the archaological excavations of ancient sites and I

B WRE
|

| | ]
SERE AHEEE a( AFW) WEF

|
! [
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strongly hope that some scholar will undertake a quest
for the Sarya-Kdnta with a view to correlating the literary .
evidence about it with the archaological evidence, if any,
based on an examination of the ancient crystal beads.
spherical or otherwise.

(5) 1 have already recorded evidence to prove the
importation and sale of foreign spectacles at Ajmer in
Rajputana in 4. D. 1616, by the agents of the East
India Company. Let us now see if Spectacles were introdu-
ced into India prior to A. D. r616.In this connection I
record the following evidence which clearly proves the use
of spectacles at Vijayanagar 100 years earlier than
A. D. 1616, when foreign spectacles were sold at Ajmer :—

Somanatha Kavi was a contemporary of Vydsar@ya the
great Madhva pontiff (A. D. 1446-1539). Somanatha
composed -a biography of Vyasaraya called the Vydsayoyi-
Carita (edited by B. Venkoba Rao, M. A. Bangalore,
1926). In his very learned and critical Introduction, (p. CXX)
Mr. Venkoba Rao refers to the use of “ IIAIAMEF " by
Vyasaraya for reading a manuscript about 4. D. 1520 :—

« When at the time of the abhiseka in about 1520 A.
D., as will be shown later, Sri Vyasaraya entered
S11 Krsnadevardya’s court he was an old man. He must
have been 74 then. Somanatha describes that Sri
Vyasaraya then was looking at the lines of a book and
wore spectacles, from which great age could be inferred,
meaning that otherwise he was strong for his age:—

" FEASHYTARIFIAING  SAFEamE Fatiasgd
ARFFENTIRERRING AR WFAQYSTIANSHA
TS C ) | (BRI {
( Sec p. 72 of Vya@sayogicarila )1,

1. lam very much indebted to my friond and ﬂoighbour Mr,
8.T. Papu, B. A. for drewing my attention to the reference to the
use of 39F9a by Vyasardya and toke this opportunity of thanking
bim for his great interest in this problem.
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In the above Sanskrit passage we have the earliest
mention of the use of Spectacles at Vijayanagar Court about
A. D. r520. The term 3994 MgF is a very happy coin—
age to describe “ Spectacles” with convex eye-glasses-
There is no word for “ Spectacles” in Sanskrit as spectacles
as such were unknown in India prior to the Portuguese
cantact. We can postulate this tentative conclusion till
some scholar points out a reference to the use of ‘‘Specta-
cles” prior to say A. D. 1400,

As regards the question about the source of the spect—~
acleg ( g9B=A—SF ) used by Vydsaraya about 4. D. 1520
I may suggest that they were perhaps presented to this
influential pontiff by the Portuguese along with numerous
ather presents which are referred to by Somanatha in the
following extract on p. 65 of the sqaaif=aiia ( See p. LXVI
of Venkoba Rao's Introduction):

59, The Portuguese knew Sri Vyasaraya very
well. Their ambassadors and principal men

appeared before Sri Vydsaraya with presents
many times.” ’

6 e am A~ . - ~ —~
BTITRHATTIAATETEST] GAhA T  AgEEqERITar-

#9” (p. 65..)

In view of the above direct contact of Vyasaraya with
the Portuguese, we may be justified in presuming that the
spectacles used by Vyasardya were imported into India by
the Portuguese about A. D. 1520, if not a few years earlier..

(6) We are now in a position to consider the origin
and history of spectacles in Europe as recorded in the
Encyclopodia Britannica ( 14th Edition, Vol. 13, p. 920)
The following points from this account are note-worthy :—

(i) Pliny and others refer to glass spheres filled
. with water, used as burning glasses.
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(ii) E. Wilde ( Geschichte der Optik, 1838-43)
denies all knowledge of spectacle lenses to
the ancients.

(iii) The first authentic mention of /lenses is that
by Meissner ( A. D. 126¢c-80) who expressly
states that old people derive advantage from
spectacles.

(iv) Nicolas Bullet, a priest, in 4. D. 128z used .
spectacles in signing an agreement.

(v) The first picture in which spectacles are shown
is of A.D. 1360 in Church of San Nicolo in
Treviso.

(vi) Ina Sermon on 23rd February, r3os Giordino
da Rivalto stated that  i# was only twenty years-
since the art of making spectacles was dis-
covered.”

(vii) The use of spectacles dates from a little prior
to 4. D. 1280.

(viii) Processes of making lenses were in use about
4. D. 158s.

If spectacles originated about A. D. 1250 in Europe
and were in use there since this time, we can easily
account for the use of spectacles by Vyasaraya at Vijaya-
nagar about A. D. 1520 as he was in contact with the
Portuguese, who must have presented these spectacles to
this guru of Krsnadevaraya as a novelty from Europe. °

(7) I have already recorded evidence to prove the
sale of foreign * spectacles ” at Ajmer in 4. D. 1616 and
tire use of “ Upalocana-golaka ( spectacles ) at Vijayanagar
about 4. D. 1520, I shall now record some evidence from
the Marathi literature to prove the use of spectacles in the
Deccan in the 17th Century.

. At present the name =®y] is current for spectacles”
in the Marathi language. In the Marathi Dictionary viz,
. .
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Sabdakosc (by Date and Karve, p. 1180) this word is
explained as follows :—
a8, =ifesii-gi—(1) Weakness of eyesight
. developed at the age of farty.
(2) Age of 40 years.
(3) =T or spectacles.
Usage :—Saint Ramadasa ( A.D. 1608-1682) refers 1
- to 9@ in his Dasabodha, Dasaka 3, Samisa 6 as [ollows =

“ JA AT YsmEEan
|[IZE] @17 910
g1 Afa wiEE 1 v 0

We have no meapns of knowing what kinds of spectacles
. (or 978§ ) were known to Saint Ramadasa in the 17th
Century. Elsewhere in the Disabodka i.e. in his section
on c®AMkaAEIN  ( Dasaka 19, Samasa 1) he instructs
us to write manuscripts in middle-sized characters because
manuscripts written in very small characters in one's youth
will be of no use to one, in oldage (owing to weak eye-
sight developed with the advance of yeurs).
If spectacles were available in Ramadasa’s time, why
- should he ask us to write in middle-sized characters ?
Perhaps the spectacles of his age were not of the perfect
variety to suit all kinds of short sight.

(8) Corresponding to the expression “JIIBFTNGE "

( spectacles ) used by Somandtha Kavi about A. D. 1520 we
have the term “393" now current in the Deccan. This
: term for “ spectacles '’ was also current in the 17th and
18th Centuries as will be seen from the (ollowing quotations

. recorded in the Sabdakosa ( p. 392 ) :— p

f —

1 Sec p. 49 of uwzie &A9%d, Loona, 1906.
2 Ibid, p. 291—
Y I QAT TEOI0N 1
FIAT X AT
g (@Ee) F00 ) FE QEF 0 pe 0
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The Marathi poet Va@manapandita ( A. D. 1636-1695)
.states that “ the spectacles can see what the eyes cannot see”
“ S A F@d 491 | G Iqa
-~ ( qQrgiTEr . 332 )
Another Marathi poet Moropant ( A. D. 1729-1794 )
refers to 394 ( spectacles) in the following line :(——

A AT RUIGTT IQET F W g9 1
—— I 3, 93.

In our search for the history of spectacles inIndia
we have recorded references between A. D. 1500 and
1800. Any scholar can supplement these references by
recording more references from the sources studied by him.

(9) In a recent book ‘‘Feathers and Stones” by
Pattabhi Sitaramayya (Padma Publications, Bombay, 1946)
the following remarks! about sgectacles are recorded :—

“ Rolled-gold spectacles and multi-coloured vulcanite
or ebonite frames are the modern reminders of Presbyopia
-and also Myopia, and not seldom of modern artistic taste
.claimed by the eyes and the nose and through them the
face. But Presbyopiais as ancient as man. Our elders
had excellent pebbles cut into double convex lenses to
serve the long sight that people generally suffer from after
forty. In Maharashtra it is known as Chaleesi (40) and the
Uria Chalesa (40). In Gujarati it is known as ! Betalan’
-(42) and in Andhra Chatwar (4th decade).”

Though Presbyopia? or Myopia3 may be as ancient as
man it is doubtful whether in the history of any country of

1 I am thankfol to Mr. S. N. Savadi, B.A. (Houns.), my Senior
Cataloguing Assistant at the B. O. R. Institute, for drawing my
-attention to these remarks.

2 Presbyopia: Long-sightednees due to old age.

3 Myopia : Bhort-sightedness.
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the world the use of spectacles in any form was knowm:
prior to their discovery in Europe about-A. D..1250- I
would be extremely glad if any scholar brings to light any

conclusive evidence to prave the use of spectacles in India
prior to about A. D. 1400.

(9) In the Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XIIl, ?-462
the manufacture of spectacles from quartz crystals 15 Te-
ferred to as follows :—

“Vallam Vaddkusetti, Town in Tanjore Taluk, 7 miles
from Tanjore,—Captured by the British under Joseph Smith.
in 1771—* The quartz crystals (pebbles) found here are
made into speciacles of which the natives think highly.”

This is really an indigenous manufacture of spectacles
in India current about A. D. 1886 when the [mperial Gazet~
teer was published but what is the history of this manu-

facture ? I hope some South Indian scholar will enlighten
me on this point.

(10) In the India Office Document of 4. D.1616 men--
tioned by me at the beginning of this paper reference is
made to “ prospective glasses'’ sold at Ajmer by the agents.
of the East India Company. In the Peshwa Daftar selec-
tion No. 34, Letter No. 110, dated about A. D. 1738° there.
is a reference to “gd4 48" or telescope used for paval re-
connoitring. In P. D, selection No. 32 there are references
to telescopes, watches, cups and saucers and other fancy
articles imported from Europe. 2. D. 32 (Letter 106) refers
to a crude photographic camera bought from the English
(¢ "= qIzA TGN FRIEAMA 3 famwia ). Letter No. 105
dated 5-4-1773 refers to “gfiqa"” or telescope. Letler
No. 74 of 19-12-1766 refers to the use of a small
telescope ( 919 ®2F ) by the Peshwa. All these references
prove the importation of European articles in which Zenses:
were used, from A. D. 1600 onwards. These references
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together with the reference to spectacles about A.D. 1520
by Somanatha at Vijayanagar leads me to conclude that
'spectacles were unknown in India before the Portuguese
advent in the 15th century.

(11) In the History of Medicine by Douglas Guthrie
(Thomas Nelson and Sons, London etc. 1946) we get the
following information about “ spectacles” i—

Page 114—Bernard de Gordon (C. 1285), another
student or teacher of Montpellier, contributed to
the garden of medicine by writing the Lilium
Medicinae, which still exists in rare manuscript
form. It contains the first description of a truss
and the first mention of spectacles. Some his-
torians have presumed, on account of his name,
that Bernard was a Scot, but it is now generally
pelieved that he was a native of the French
Town of Gourdon "' (See L. Thorndike, A His-
tory of Magic and Experimental Science, 6 Vols.
New York, 1923-1941, Vol. ii, p.-488).

Page 121—-Roger Bacon (1214—94).

...% Being a man of means he was able to
spend large sums of money on experiments, and
lie has been credited, rightly or wrongly, with
the invention of the telescope, the microscope,
the diving bell, spectacles and gunpowder, and
with the foretelling of aviation and mechanical
transport.”  ( See R. Steele, ©“ Roger Bacon and
the state of Science it the Thirteenth century in
Singer's studies il History and Mecthod of
Science ™ 1921, Vol. ii, p. 73).

Pages 188-189 —« The Early Microscopists — The
microscope, which enabled Malpighi to complete
the work of Harvey, was probably known to the

_ancients, although the evidence is inconclusive.
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In its earliest form it consisted of a simple
bi-convex lens. Roger Bacon first suggested the
use of lenses as spectacles, and a simple lens was.
used by Malpighi and also by Loeuwenhock. It
was Zacharias Jansen a spectacle-maker of
Middelburg in Holland, who, about the year
1609 accidentally discovered the principle of the
telescope and microscope by placing two lenses.
together in a tube. Gulileo turned this inven-
tion to practical use, but the instrument remain—
ed merely a toy for some years.”

(12) In November 1946 I had some correspondence

about the history of spectacles with my friend Mr. A. N..
Gulati, M. sc. of the Technological Laboratory (Matunga,
Bombay). I record here gratefully the following notes.

from Mr. Gulati's letters:—

(1) Dr.G. M. Findlay has published an article on
“ the Debtof Medicine to Microscopy ' in the

Journal of the Royal Microscopical Society,.
March and June 1940, pp. 36-40. Dr. Findlay’s
observations are as follows:—

(a) “ Lenses were first used cven if they were not
primarily invented, for a purely medical pur-
pose—to overcome myopiu. "

(b) Roger Bacon (A. D. 1214-94) suggested the usc:

of such glasses for aiding defective vision. His

suggestion was quickly put into effect-for

Bernard de Gordon during his residence as a

physician at Montpellier from 1285-1307 refers.

to Spectacles as oculus berellinus.

Findlay refers to magnifying segments of
glass spheres which were known to Arabian
Physicist Alhasan of Dasra (965-1038 A. D.)

II) Inun article entitled “ Our Racial Superiority
by Ethel J. Alpenfel published in the Reades's-
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Digest (September 1946 the author quotes T. 1.
Waterman (Zssays on Anthropology, University
of California Press, 1936) as having pointed out
that wc are indebied to the Chinese for spectacles
too among thing like porcelain, gun-powder,
printing press, mariner's compass and paper
money .

(I11) Seneca, the tutor of Néro, the Roman Emperor
knew the magnifying power of hollow glass-
sphere filled with water.

(IV) The earliest lens found so far is from the ruins -
of the Palace of Nimrod of the City of Babel.

(13) Another friend Dr. H. Goetz, Curator, Baroda
Museum and Picture Gallery reported to me on 10-11-1946
that in the Jahkangir Album published by Dr. Goetz and.
Dr. Kuhnel, an artist af Akbar's later reign is reproduced
wearing spectacles. SUbSe({UCnUY on 23-11-1946 Dr. Goetz
sent to me a photo of the picture of Akbar’'s painter wear-
ing spectacles. 1 have great pleasure in recording here
my best thanks fo Dr. Goetz mnot only for the trouble
taken by him in this matter but also for his appreciation
of many of my rescarch PApers bearing on the history
of Indian culture and allied subjects.



9 Shivaji the Great's seal bearing the verse composed by
“Kavindra Paramanand at the time of his coronation in which he
is said to be an incarnation of Vishnu and promising safety.

By Y.R. GUPTE, B. A, M. R. A. 5., POONA.

At the instance of Sir Jadunath Sarkar and Rao Baha
~dur Sardesai, I have been editing the Sabhasad Bakhar, it
being the only connected and almost contemporary record
of Shivaji's time. The Bakhar, as we all know, was written
at Tanjore as directed by his son Rajaram Chatrapati.

The extant copies of the Bakhar can hardly be called
.copies from the registration point of view. We have only
“to judge the method in vogue from the time of Rajaram
down to the time of the great Mutiny. Apparentiy officers
at important places such as Pratapgad, Karhad, Satara and
Mahad had in their possession one or two copies of the
original Sabhasad Bakbhar. One man apparently read them
-out and two, three or more scribes wrote the contents.
This accounts for the minor differences, inacuracies and
slight variations though the substantial information was
the same. Occasionally the scribes were interested in
omitting a few words or even lines derogatory to their
“employer’s ancastors or were enthusiastic in adding words
or a few lines eulogising them. Moreover as the time passed
on the names and places in distant provinces were forgotten
and similar or equivalent names or names replacing pos-
sible reading were substituted. When Modi letters were
difficult to be read j for na, ba for da and so on were
freely written without making serious enquiries.

The copy before us of the Sabhasad Bakhar was pre-

.sented to me at Karhad in 1928 by my friend the late
64



9 Shivaji the Greal's Seal 65

lamented Mr. Dadasaheb Dubal, Honourary Magistrate,
whose ancestors were related to Sakwarbai, Shahu Chhatra-
pati's wife. The fort of Miraj was in their possession
till it was wrested from them in the time of Madhavrao I.
Two copies of this Bakhar could be traced in the records
of these Dubals, one being too fragmentary but containing
the important account of the struggle with Afzal Khan.
Another which I showed to the members of the B.L. S. M.,
some years ago and which I put before them now is almost
complete, one or two pages at the beginning, one inthe
middle and the last two or three being missing.

Regarding the present Mss. and the scribes a few
observations must be made. The copy is made apparently
by Vithu Patil Lande as his name is found at the top of page
34 and in 1857 as that yeur is given at the top of page 35.
Another interpretation would be that it belonged to him in
that year. The ariginal or its first copy must be of absorb-
ing interest. But it is not forthcoming. Most of the copies
of the Sabhasad Bakhar are the 4th or the 5th copies. The
.strong point of the present Mss. is that the scribes are very
particular in copying the words in Modi as they appeared
to them and not to have used their brains in correcting the
mistakes in the original. Perhaps they were incapable of
doing so. Be that as it may, their ignorance in a way has -
assisted us in correcting Rao Bahadur Sane's text and

other copies.

My friend the late Mr. D. V. Apte had opined that
this Karhad copy would be most useful at the time of
editing the Sabhasad Bakhar. again. But owing to pres-
sure of work, my long illness and the sudden death of
Mr. Apte, the editing could not proceed. But some ex-
tracts were quoted to prove that several mistakes in Rao
Bahadur Sane’s and other editions could be corrected from
the text of this Mss, The other day Rao Bahadur Sardesai
examined my copy and tried to read out the verse

9
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composed by Parmanand Kavishvar at the time of the
coronation of Shivaji for which he was amply rewarded.
From Jaipur letters we know that Parmanand was
detained at Dausa when carrying two elephants, two
camels, one horse and pack bullocks. He expressed his
desire to go to Delhi. No further news was avilable about
the poet. (New History of India p.179). But now we
have evidence to prove that he was alive at any rate till
the great coronation of Shivaji. The verse composed by
him was intended for the legend on the seal to be used on
the occasion. It is in the Giti metre. The seal isdescrib-
ed as promising safety and Vishnu is said to be
born on earth in the form of Shiva. This description
is in keeping with the idea permeating through the Anu-
purana or the Shiva-Bharata composed by Kavishvar
Permanand of Newasa. The verse runs:—

SRRFAEIEIRRAoSd | 23R |
T Ad1ang] MESITIISHITET FA N 9 0

Renders it, to Mr. Desai ( R. D.) who translated
Shiva-bharat. ¢ This God Vishnu has himself taken
birth on this earth in the form of Shiva. This: his seal
frightful to the whole earth, shines in all3its brightness.”
I would translate the latter part as follows :—‘This his seal;
promising safety to the terrestrial globe triumphs.”

" The text of this verse, as inaccarately copied in the Karhad copy of
4he Sabhasad Bakhar, reads as follows :

) (RAE90T i AiEgAOE u
ET oy Ewr 4@ g
2l 9T 1 | B aaeET JATF 0 2 0



10 Indore State Coinage
By D. B. Disk ALK AR, Indore

This coinage is fairly well described by John Allan in
his Catalogue of the coins in the Indian museum, Calcutta,
Vol, IV pp 315 ff. Even after an examination of the large
number of Indore State coins preserved in the Huzur
Jawahirkhana Indore, I have not been able to add much to -
what Allan has said. I could however see that the Huzur
Jawahirkhana possesses a complete coinage of the State and
that each type and variety of the coinage is represented by
a large number of coins, preserved there. The State seems
to have minted the coins continuously for about 137 years
without the break of a single year from 1766 to 1903 when
the State coinage was stopped under orders of the British
Government. The Indore state coinage, which was gene-
rally issued in silver, though sometimes in copper and very
rarely in gold, can be easily distinguished from the coinage
of other Indian States, generally by its symbol of the sun.
Why this symbol was selected by the Holkar family is not
definitely known. The Holkar family was probably the
first among the several Indian States who began to issue
their own coinage during the waning days of the Mughal
Emperors though their coinage was adopted from that of
the Mughal emperors, specially Shah Alam II. The Gwalior
State under Mahadji Sindhia seems to have followed the
Indore State. Another interesting fact with the Holkar
State coinage is as it shows quite a large number of types
and varieties, not generally found in the coinage of other
Indian States. 1 described them here in chronological order,

1 Malharrao I—-No coins seem to have been issyed

by Malharrao Holkar ( died 1766 A. D.), the founder of t}e

State as the earliest date so far found on the Indore State

coinage is not earlier than A. H. 1181 or the the 12th
67
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regnal year of the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II. It thus

seems that Ahilyabai soon after her accession began to
issue the coinage.

2 Ahilyabai (1766-1795 )>—Two types of silver coins
were regularly issued every year by Ahilyabai from above
1761 A. D, (1181 A.H.) to the end of her reign in 1795.
These coins are adopted from the type of coins of the
Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II. They do not bear the nume
of Ahilyabai. That thesc coins are of the Holkar family is to
be seen from the mention of the mint as Malharnagar or
Indore.

(i) On one type of the coins (size §5,wt. 172 to 178
grains)

(1) On the obverse—the legend of Shah Alam II
and the Hizri date all in Persian,

(2) On the reverse—The face of the sun, Julus
date of the Emperor, the mint name
Malharnagar all in Persian -and marks of
poppy plants or of an ear of corn of wheat.

The earlier date found on this type is A. H. 1181,

This type introduced by Ahilyabai continued to be
issued by the Holkar rulers regularly without the break of a
single year upto 1298 A. H. or to the end of Tukojirao II's,
reign,

Afew copper coins of the type assignable to Ahilyabai’s
reign are found.
(ii) On the other type (size 85, wt. 172 to 174 grains)

(1) On the obverse—the legend of Shah Alam
1I and the Hizri date.

(2) Onthe reverse—the Sivalinga and bilva-
patra, the Julus year of the Emperor, and
the mint name Malharnagar, ail in Persian.

The earliest date of this type foundis 11 [ 84 ] AH.
Julus 14,
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These coins, which are popularly called Maheshvar
coins do not seem to have been issued by Ahilyabai for
currency but for religious purposes. Her successors also
who continued to issue them might have thisobject in view.

3 Tukojirao I (1795-1797)—He continued to mint
every year both the above-mentioned types upto the end
of his reign without mentioning hisown name on the coins

4 Yeshvantrao I ( 1797 to 1811 ).— .

(1) Yeshvantrao continued to issue every year both
the above mentioned types upto the end of his
reign without mentioning his own name.

(if) He also issued two quite new types of silver

. coins of a large size. He gives his name on these
coins for the first time.

(1) On one type—(size 1-03, wt. 174)onthe obverse is
a poetical Sanskrit legend sfigrgaeaiRya U1 +<THIAT

WAz AIEIET Agl @RIt Buad, 4% 992¢

On the reverse another poetic Sanskrit legend =i @&+i-
F FAPITIREAT 8 AnqaeT Reaar sga gREias.

The expression of afigadigia #ga AR THER AU
UG A AFGAA YZFL I — |97 929¢ used by the ruler on
the gains cush by him at Bhanpura in A. H. 1218.

‘{'here is only one coin preserved in the Huzur Jawahir-
khana which shows another variety of the type. It is of
the same size und weight and has on the obverse the same
Sansknt legend as the reverse of the above mentioned
vuriety viz. FeAMEIAIZINIA etc. But the date \given here
is the Hizri year 1221 given in Devanagari characters. The
Sunskrit legend on the reverse is altogether different.
Ut is i sHTAFMNELTMNZ 949 ( IASTIAIAEE@ 1) FAFASFIROY
|7 %, This coin is not noted in Allan’s catalogue.

(2) On the other type-on the obverse is the Persian
legend of Mahammad Akbar II and the Hizri
year 1222,
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On the reverse is the Persian legend contain-
ing the name of Yeshvantrao and the Julus year
2 of the Emperor.
Yeshvantrao had issued the coins with the Persian
legend rather in a larger number than he did the coins with
the Sanskrit legend.

5 Malharrao 1I (1811-1833), 6 Martandrao (1834) and
7 Harirao (1834-1843) who succeeded Yeshvantrao continued
only the type with the Sun face begun by Ahilyabai. No
coin of the type of the Sivalinga and bilvapatra is found
containing a date falling in the reigns of these rulers. It
seems, therefore, that the type was discontinued after the
end of the reign of Yeshvantrao 1.

8 Tukojirao 1I (1844-13386)

(i) The standard type with the face of the Sun
begun by Ahilyabai was continued to be minted
every year through out his reign, upto 1880 A.D.
though Tukojirao even does not give his name
on the coin.

Coins of the standard type of the denomina-
tions of half rupee, quarter rupee and one-eighth
rupee seem to have been issued by Tukojirao II.
Similarly copper pieces of the denomination of
half anna were also issued by him.

(ii) Silver coins of five quite new types were issued
by Tukojirao, two of which bear his own name,

(1) On the obverse cross-swords, Hizri date or
Shaka date and name of the ruler in Devanagari.
On the reverse a round Sunface, Devanagagi
legend ‘i WEASEGEa’. '

(2) On the obverse Persian legend of Shah Alam II
and Hizri date 1296. On the reverse Sunface,
sword and sceptre; Samvat date 1941 and
Devanagari legend. sfiida sziqa.
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{3) On the obverse wreath of leaves and flowers with
the word 5g1 in the centre; Devanagari legend

AeF {ggmudiv’ and the date Saka 1780 on
the reverse sunface and Devanagari. On the
reverse around the Sunface in the centre Deva-
nagari legend ‘zﬁﬂiﬁ(@—zﬁsmr 9.

In another variety of the same type issued
in the same year the Devanagan legend ‘is
‘TeFUESE 5 T 9o’

{4) On the obverse the word =zl in the centre of a
wreath made of six leaves and six flowers;
around legend in Devanagari * 3I&H g AR
S1af¥’; Samvat date 1923 in Devanagari. On the
reverse the Sunface with rays in the cerztre;
around the legend in Devanagari, ¢ SaRAS AT
TR’ and Saka date 1788 in Devanagari.

(5) On the obverse the word ggiin the centre

around Devanagari legend ‘Sidgndiv €S 81391,
Hizri date 1287 in Devanagari characters. On
the reverse Sunface in the centre; above sword
and lance crossed and mingled with two sprays;
around Devanagari legend ‘sfiagiiaaa{giz=a]
3 93,

9 Shivajirao Holkar (1886-1903)

The old standard type with the Sunface begun by
Ahilyabai and continued by all her successors upto Tukoji-
a0 II, was stopped and two new types were issued.

(1) On one type-on the obverse two branches forming
a wreath; the name of Shah Alam II in Persian. On the
reverse Sunface in the centre; around Devanagari legend
¢ g ARG 3@ E(’ Sarhvat dates 1952, 1953, 1954,
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(2) On the other type on the obverse—bust of
Shivajirao ; around Devanagari legend ‘Hia REHE #griw
FET 490 ; Saravat date 1956 in Devanagari. On the
reverse—Coat of Arms of the Holkar State which were newly
introduced in this reign and are still current and the deno-
mination in Devanagari. ¢ IR @31 ¥ 2 T F 9@’

Quite a large number of brand new coins of this
type are preserved in the Huzur Jawahirkhana. It seems
that they were not put in circulation after they were
minted. The Administration Report of the Holkar State
for the year 1898-99 contains the following statement
which may be found useful in this connection—the silver
mint has been practically closed during the year although
only Rs, 57843 worn out coins had been melted and
reissued.

Copper pieces of this type, of the denomination of half
anna and quarter anna and dhc/a are found which bear the
V. S. years 1943-1945 and 1956.

10 Tukojirao III—(1903 )

As the Indore State coinage was discontinued in 1903
no coins were issued by H. H. Maharaja Tukojirao III
during his reign upto 1926.

11  Yeshvantrao II ( 1926 )

Iithough Indore State coinage no longer exists a few
capper pieces of the value of half anna and quarter anna are
known to have been minted by H. H. Maharaja Yeshvant-
rao II. the present ruler in V.S.1992,1935 A. D. The
legend on the obverse round the bust of the Maharaja in
Devanagari charaters is =fife s Iydata JzF wIgr, [T
and on the reverse the date 3. § 3334 and &3 9¢¢2

These coins were -not put in circulation and arc rarely
to be seen.



11 Ar Episode in the Life of Ramachandra Panta Amatya .

By Dr. A. G. PAWAR, M.A., LL. B. (Bom.), Ph. D.,

(London), Bar-at-Law, Kolhapur.

One episode in the life of Ramachandra Panta Amatva.
is practically still unknown. What was his attitude towards -
Shahu when the latter came down into the Deccan and-
started a war with Tarabai? Was he wavering or steadfast
in his services to Shivaji II? Did he have any share im.
the revolution which occurred in Kolhapur in 1714 and on
account of which Tarabai and her son were deposed and
Sambhaji was seated on the throne ? These are rather big
questions and they cannot be satisfactorily answered till.
adequate material is made available. Mereh an attempt is
made here and tentative answers are suggested mainly in .
the light of some new evidence.

Rao Bahadur Sardesai takesthe view that Ramachandra
Panta maintained a neutral attitude during the *suicidal”’
wars! between Shahu and Tarabai. As regards the revolu-
tion in Kolhapur, no one has so far suggested that Rama-
chandra Panta had had anything to do with it. Let us.
discuss these two questions mainly in the light of some new
material which I have been able to collect.

Rao Bahadur Sardesai believes that though Ramu--
chandra Panta sympathised with the cause of Shahu he still
stuck to the party of Tarabai.2 That Ramachandra Panta
remained on the side of Tarabai, is quite true. But was he
all loyal P It is surprxsmg that Rao Bahadur Sardesai has

2 ﬂursr HIWE g | AN I9T TZ ATE AT Al NATIART
FAME AT 9 A GO A1 G0 TGOS {HT T Tl R wd A
HER 9 nTer

Marathi Riyasat, New ed., Lajaram p. 156,

2 Jdem p, 154.

10 - 73
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not fully utilised the document to which he has alluded

“in his book3. It is a singularly important document because
it contains the terms offered by Ramachandra Panta and
Shahu’s reply to them. Ramachandra Panta asks for several
things on his own behalf and on behalf of some others, and
‘Shahu accepts all those terms if Ramachandra Panta would
‘g0 over to him., As this document is not known to many,
1 have reproduced it in Appendix No. 1 to this article.

Why was this document ever drawn ? Can any one
“who reads it take the view that Ramachandra Panta either
kept himself aloof in the wars between Shahu and Tarabaj
or steadfastly and loyally stuck to the side of Tarabai?
Ramachandra Panta, obviously with a view to desert Tara-
bai and join Shahu makes certain demands which are
accepted by Shahu. “Everything’, writes Shahu in his own
hand, “shall be done as is mentioned in this paper. There
~shall be no default. We shall act our part when you join
us. We take an oath that we shall do what we have
Promised”.# A document containing such solemn declara-
tions cannot be lightly treated. It shows that the nego-
tiations between Shahu and Ramachandra Pandita had
arrived at a decisive stage and that Ramachandra Panta was
expected to go over to Shahu. The first step in the betrayal
was taken by Ramachandra Pandita ; but, then, why did he
not actually desert Tarabai ?

In the absence of some conclusive evidence it is not
“possible to give a complete answer to this question. Yet
another equally important document, which is reproduced
in Appendix No. 2 to this article, will provide an accept-
able answer. This is a grant by Shivaji II to Ramachandra
Panta Amatya. A comparison between what Ramachandra
Panta had asked from Shahu and what he got from Shivaji

% Idem pp. 155-56.
4 Bee Appendix No, 1; last few sentences aro all in Shehu's
own bandwriting.
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+would be most illuminating. It is true that the two
documents are not perfectly identical in respect of
their contents. But any one who reads them
«can at once see the marked similarity between the
two. The main purport of both is the ‘same, and it can
‘be said that what Ramachandra Panta would have got from
Shahu was given to him by Shivaji II.

It is easy to show that Shivaji's grant came after the
proposed grant of Shahu. Shahu's writing (Appendix No. 1)
bears no date. But from internal evidence it is easy to see
that it was issued before Nov. 1713. Among the demands
of Ramachandra Panta, there is one which relates to some
army leaders among whom is given the name of ¢ Balaji
Vishvanatha.,” DBalaji was made Peshwa on Nov. 17, 1713,
‘Since he 1is, in this document, described merely as “Balaji
Vishwanath ”’ it is permissible to conclude that the docu-
-ment was drawn before his appointment as Peshwa. One
amay cven hazard the guess that the negotiations may have
ultimately ended in nothing because of the fact that Shahu
-made Balaji his Peshwa, What, otherwise, would be the.
.meaning of the following demand made by Ramachandra
Panta? 1 occupy”, he says, «the high position of

‘Hukumatpanah. I should be allowed to enjoy that high posi-
ition and 1 should have the power and authority to super-

vise and control the government.”s It appears that even
after joining Shahu Ramachandra Panta wished to hold that
supreme and superior position which he had enjoyed in the
Ppreceding two decades. Shahu appears to have consented
to this request. But the preferment of such an able person
-as Balaji Vishwanath must have deterred Ramachandra Pant
from fulfilling his engagement. This is only a surmise and
even if it is proved to be baseless it will not affect our main
«conclusion. Since Shivaji's grant is dated Aug. 1, 1714, and
since the negotiations between Shahu and Ramachandra

§, S AIFTIEY gAY HE A WPIR WS FIOAT AR AE@AN
Fe " BSee Appendix No, 1,
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Panta are of an earlier period, and since the contents of the-
two documents are strikingly identical, one can draw the-
conclusion that,because Ramachandra Panta got from Shivaji-
what he asked for, from Shahu he did not have any occasion
to change sides. One even suspects that the fear of

‘Ramachandra Panta’s desertion may have goaded Shivaji IL
to make the grant of Aug. 1, 1714,

But did Ramachandra Panta remain perfectly loyal at
least after this grant ? A political revolution occurred in
Kolhapur about the end of August or beginning of Septem-
ber, 1714, that is, soon after the date of the above mentioned
.grant, Tarabai and her son were deposed from power and
Sambhaji was seated on the throme. This event in the:
history of the Marathas is still shrouded in a complete
mystery. What were the causes of this revolution ? Whe
were mainly responsible forit ? These and many other
questions still remain unanswered. What we are cancerned
with here, is the part which Ramachandra Panta may have
played on this occasion. It is difficult to assume that a

"person of his position and importance did, or could, remain:
a mere spectator of the events. Many things suggest that
he might have playved such a part by which he won the favour
of the new king. For one thing, the revolution did not
disturb his official position. He continued to function as.
Amatya Hukumatpanah even under Sambhaji. Some grants,
too, were made to him and to his relatives.6 But more
important than this circumstantial evidence is an indirect re-
ference to what Ramachandra Panta must have done at the
time of the revolution. Itis a Portuguese letter written by
the Viceroy of Goa to “Ramchandra Pandit Amatya, subject
of Sambhaji ™, on Dec. 11, 17147 The Viceroy says that

6 See Bavada Duftar. Vol. 1. I, 166, Beq., and Vol. 2,
I, 219, Beq.

T drquivo Portugues Oriental, Tomo I, Volume III, Parle 1I,.
Letter No. 89,
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‘he should have congratulated Ramachandra Panta and sent
‘some presents to him. He then refers to the helpless condi-
tion in which the Queen—Mother ( Tarabai) had found her-
self in the past, and hopes that the new government may be
more energetic than the old.

The description of Ramchandra Pandit as a ‘ subject
.of Sambhaji,” the necessity of congratulating him, and the
disparagement of Tarabai's government all make clear that
Ramachandra Panta was complimented for the part he played
in the recent revolution. One feels, therefore, that Ra;na-

.chandra Panta must have associated himself with the forces
of revolution in 1714.

It must, however, be emphasized that the conclusions
arrived at in this article are only of a tentative character,
because there is mo direct, adequate and unquestionable
.evidence in the light of which all the points discussed here
<an be finally decided.
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