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GOVERNMENT HOUSE, GANESH Kmﬁ,
POONA.
Date 9 September, 1948.

My sonand I paid a delightful and most instructive
visit to the Mandal yesterday. Mahamahopadhyaya D. V,
Potdar and other members of Managing Committee kindly
showed us round. I have been long interested in-Indian
paintings and have seen within India and elsewhere in many
Museums in which they are housed. The Mandal contains a
remarkably fine and. varied collection. In addltlon there ara
some ancient Manuscrlpts as well as coms _All these
collections have been secured only at the expansb of muoch
time and great ﬁrouble on * which management is to be
congratulated. Many books dealmg -with 'Indlﬁn Historical
Research, ancient, mediazeval . and “modetn have also been
published. The Mandal is one of the first institute of ifs
kind and deserves the support of the Government and
Public, The present accommodation is inadequate.

MAHARAJ SINGH,
Governor of Bombay.
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THE HISTORY OF THE STIRRUP IN INDIAN
AND FOREIGN HORSEMANSHIP —BETWEEN
B. C. 852 AND 1948.

By
P. K. GODE, M. A.
CURATOR,

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona 4

The horse has been the friend of man from remote antiquity
in peace and war. The Aryans in India have made use of the horse
from ‘the time of the Rgveda up to the present day for offence
and defence. In the military history of India as also that of the
people of the other nations of the world the history of cavalry is
associated with deeds of heroism and romance, which fill many
pages of the history of the world. The use of the cavalry
in India from the Mauryan times upto the present day has been
proved by historical records of the different periods of Indian
history. T'he importance of the cavalry ceased, however, in the
recent second great world war ( 1939-1945 ) owing to the use of
armoured cars, aeroplanes and other modern scientific weapons
of warfare and finally came the Atom Bomb, with its mysteries
and miracles, not to say an undreamt feeling of horror which
still pervades the modern civilized world.

Whatever be the future military weapons of the so-called
civilized nations of the world, the respect for the horse, which
has been the friend of man for more than 4000 years, can never
disappear from the human breast. The cultural history of the
horse has been as enchanting as its military history. The
Central Asia hag been the home of horses for thousands of years
and some of the races of antiquity like'the Sakas or Scythians
were expert riders, who made use of the bow and arrow from
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horse-back and hence were found invincible in land-warfare
wherever they went.

The history of Indian horsemanship is quite a fascinating
subject for the student of Indian military history. The taming
of the horse, its use for riding or carriage purposes, the care of
the horse, the selection of horses for riding or carriage and such
other matters connectad with horse-culture and horse-breeding
have heen considered at great length in Indian and foreign
books on horse-craft. I have read many works on the spaigag
and allied subjocts but have failed to notice in them any
reference to the stirrup, with the history of which I propose to
deal in the present paper. My evidence though scanty is
sufficient to establish the antiquity of the stirrup for more than
2500 years, Its appearance in ILndian history appears to be
later than about 100 B. C.

There is no word for the stirrup in Sanskrit or Prakrit.
Mr. Apte in his English-Sunskrit—Dictionary (2nd Edition, p. 413)
mentions * qreggdfi, qigaTCAl” as equivalents for the stirrup.
Evidently these are coined words. In his Sanskrit-English
Dictionary he does not record these words and their meanings.
The words for the stirrup in the different vernaculars of India
are being collected by my friend Dr. Siddheswar Verma and
they will be recorded by me or Dr. Verma in a subsequent
paper on this subject.

The abgence of any Sanskrit word for the stirrup may
suggest its foreign origin, though we cannot say that the strrup
was quite unknown in India even in pre-Musalman times.
Unfortunately I have not found any literary evidence about its
use by Indiang oxcept the following extract in the section on
tho game of Polo ( guaiEdifgqrz ) in the encyclopaedic Sangkrit
work called the miAglsE or sif@RaIdRERTE composed by the

alukya King Somesvara about A. D. 1130 :—

While 'describing the horses to be mado ready for the royol
Polo, Somesvara refers Lo “qigig:” or Stirrups of gold, hanging
down on both the sides of the horses—
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\
( Page 221 of F{FIHTESIH, Vol. II, Baroda, 1939 )
— Y Y RIFAFAGETaETAT U <30
wSSHpAlT g FagrariAtaa: |

qIFMRST Vg qeagar |

Page 224—Pair of stirrups ig reforred to as “ q@gmpgn ™’
in the following verses :—

it:

— Y Fedment wRIE and@i( em Fara
TF (§) AeTTgea Rutgedis@dram: 19 i
RegAReas T AIgFqgATE |
BRIV FITST TR TN 9S00

In the abuve extracts of C. A. D. 1130 the term * qigyqr "
for the stirrup appears to be a coined one like ** qigaiefi ™
coined by Apte as we have seen above.

Tho Persinn name for Polo is, Chaugin or horse-golf.
For many centuries it was the game of Kings and Courts over
all Mahommedan Asia. (Vide p. 191 of Iobson-Jobson by
Yule and Burnell, London, 1903). In the Middle Ages this game
came from Persia to Byzantium sometime Dbefore ‘* the begin-
'ning of the 8th century.” There are constant metaphors about
this game in Persian literature. The fullest description of the
game as played at Constantinople is given by Johannes Cinna-
mus (C. A.D.1190). It remains to be proved if this game
called “ guraiznai @Aig " by Somesvara was introduced into
India after the Mugliin conquest of Sind in A. D. 712 or earlier,
At any rate the uge of the Stirrup in the game of Polo as played
at the Calukya Court about A. D. 1130 is very important as it
proves the currency of the stirrup in [ndian horsemanship more
than 800 years ago.

Another reference to tho Stirruy, is found in the lexicon

UAHIZRFIy ( Poona, 1880 ) prepared by Raghunatha Pandita
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by order of Shivaji the Great about A. D 1676. In the section
of this glossary or lexicon which is called agrg;rqri dealing with

military terms current in the 17th century we find geveral
terms about the cavalry and horsemanship including the
accoutrement of the horses, such as the following with their
explanations in Sanskrit :—

qum = "Gl HiEgd = FJAMEATTH
RUER = seaEF: T = FULEAGOR
2 = qa QAT = qUE:
AR = Slite ?,.15_‘3 = Hieurarei
R¥IgEN = d=EG g = FRrEw
FNE = THIRF: T = TTTTH
ABAE = FIAAIF: $au = =g
d T o = i
o 1 = fpigo
Za1eA = YA B
meiE = f‘;;; :q':fé@w
JaFEd = AMIBIY oo = T4 _
TRg = RZWEAROTT @l = R
qEEE = QA BT = G
. - ) AFi = AR
HOHAT = qI0F: = F .
gEwa = JARME R = ( siRean: ) ™
T = JFATE Al = eIy
w0 = qg=TH a7 = FEEY
| g = G THE = HITITHIT
LA = HSHUH T = T :

QT = F+410

S = JUIEAT
ZAO = FNHATEH
REAF = FEOITRAT:

I = TP
QT = HTHIAR
START = AFFFYUIT,
AT = FAsIHFHIAT

" In the abovs terminology the term R#4 for the Stirrup is
explained as ®NIRUI i.e. a contrivance which helps a rider to

climb up the horse while the wreiema calls it TR i . foot-
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support or foot-rest. In fact the stirrup not only helps a rider
to climb up the horse but also serves as a foot-rest while riding,

The words qrgiuit and q{iZvil are evidently coined words as

there was no word in the Sanskrit language for this contrivance
when the Indians adopted it from foreigners.

There is an illustrated manuscript of the Bidgavata-purana
in the Government Manuscripts Library at the B. O. R.
Institute, Poona, It contains about 130 coloured illustrations
by a Muslim painter. This manuecript was copied at Jodhpur
in 4. D. 1648. There are pictures in this manuscript repre-
senting some battle-scenes with horse-men. These horse-men
are shown as using melallic stirrups and armed with weapons
like the bow and arrow, :words, lances etc. We may find the
pictures of the stirrup in other Indian paintings prior to the
17th century also.

The foregoing evidence proves the use of the stirrup in
Indian horsemanship from C. A. D. 1100 upto the present day.
As regards its use in India prior to A. D, 1100, I made inquiries
with scholars interested in this problem. I record below most
gratefully their replies to my letters, which throw a flood of
light on the history of the stirrup in India and outside :—

(1) Dr. R. E. Mortimer Wheeler, C. 1. E., M. E., Director

General of Archaeclogy in India wrote to me from New Delhi
on 7-4-1948 :— '

* With reference to your letter of the 2nd April: For the
stirrup I have no extensive literature bere. It occurs quite early,
however, in Central Asia and in China, where it is found
in the Han and Tang periods, Tbe Sarmatians -also used
it in the 71st Centuries B. C—A. D. See for example M,
Rastovtzeff, Tranians and Greeks in South Russia, ( Oxford, 1922),
pp. 121 and 130. I have not yet investigated the earliest
occurrence in India but I expect it reached India from the
Sarmatians, very likely via the great trade-route to North-Wegt
India through the Hindu Kush. It would, however, be a matter
of some interest to re-examine early Indian sculptures and
paintings with the problem in mind ",
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(2) Dr. Moti Chandra, M. A,, Ph. D,, Curator, Art Section
of the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay in his letter of 30-4-48
sent me the following valuable remarks on the stirrup :—

“ Ag far as my knowledge goes there is no representation of
the stirrup in the bas-reliefs of Bharhut and Sanchi.

However, a kind of stirrup made by looping a rope appears
on the lowest beam Jdf a torana archway in the railing round a
stiipa, which was recovered from Kankali Tila, Mathura (The
Jain Stupa of Mallura, p. 22, by V. A. Smith, Allahabad, 1901).
This railing has been assigned on good grounds by Smith to
100 or 50 B. C. The reverse of the forama beam represents a
procession about to visit some sacred place. The lorseman
heading the procession has his feet resting in a looped rope or
may be a leather strap (Pl. XV ), There is, however, no sign of
iron stirrup as we find in Mugal paintings.

The same kind of looped rope or strup, whatever you may
choose to call it, appears on a lotd in the Indian Museum
discovered by Major Hay in 1857 at Kundlah in Kulu ( The
Industrial Arts of India, p. 154, Pl. 12, by George C. M.
Birdwood, London, 1880 ). The decoration on the lola is made
up of a procession scene, in which there are musicians, a
chariot, fwo horsemen and an elephant.

The horsemen have fool-rests exactly of the same shape as
described above. The ot has been dated to 200-300 A, D. but
on stylistic grounds it could be dated at least two hundred
years earlier.

The sculptural evidence, therefore, proves that such kind of
foot-rest was Iknown in India in the first century R. C, but before
that it was unknown. We can, therefore, put a suggestion that
probably @ was an innciation introduced by the Sukas in the first
century B. C. It is, however, difficult to say when the regular
iron-stirrup was introduced in this country, but as it was com-
mon in the Mongolian tribes of Central Asia after the sizth century,
as the recent Russian excavations have found out, the Indian
stirrup also points out to the same source. In this connection
I may also point out to yau that in Garhwal hills looped ropes are
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still used as stirrups. There are some technical words about a
horse’s equipment in the Harsacarita. Dr. V, S, Agrawal has
made special study of them. Some of these words have not yet
been explained patisfactorily and may be of foreign origin.”

Dr.J. M. Unwalla, M, A., Ph. D. wrote from Bmeay on
30-4-48

“ As regards your inquiry about the Stirrup and its inven-
tion, I am unable to say any thing definitely. Sassanian bas-
reliefs do not show the stirrups used by horsemen. In modern
Poersian the Arabic word rikab is used for it. Again the
Aralbian Nights describes Sindbad teaching peoples of Further
India the use of stirrups. ®his much for Iran.

In Drazt : Asnrik in Pahlavi published by me with transla-
tion and notes in BSOS, II, part 1V, 1923, p. 655, we have Pahl.
saztak for * riding equipage,” Modern Pers. saxt ** the girth or
surcingle of a horse together with his armour covered on both
gides with felt cloth ( Steingass); on p. 657—we have Zen,
* Saddle.”

I think the best answer to your questions can be got from
funeral clay figurines of horsemen discovered in early Chinese
graves many of which form also proud exhibits of several
European museums.

We have in our University Library, Max Ebert, Reallexicon
der Vorgeschichte, Berlin, 1924-32—Bd. XII—Article on stirrup
by Eckhard Unger runs as follows :—

“The stirrup was not in use in the Near East (Vorder asien),
but the idea of a gtirrup was not unknown. We have up to date
only one example, that of the Assyrian King Salmanasser II],
who is shown using a privisory stirrup, while riding along a
difficult stony path near the course of the Tigris on the occasion
of consecrating in 852 B. C. His own Rock bas-relief. A board
2 ft. long and about 13 foot broad bound with strings, serves
bim as a support for the feet [e. ralic DIJI of the bronze gate
of Ingur-Enlil, Comp. E. Eckhard, Assyrische in Babylonische
Kunst 1927, p, 30, 11lustration 41 ].
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This stirrup is thus the oldest stirrup of antiquity. In Europe,
the stirrup appears as late as the early Middle Ages.”

Dictionairre des Antiquite's cldssiques might give further
information but we have not got it here in Bombay.”

(4) Dr. H. Goetz, Ph.D. Curator of the Baroda Museum and
Art Gallery wrote to me on 18-5-48 as follows:— .

“* As far as I remember the stirrups are closely connected
with the problem of heavily armed cavalry. A rider in a heavy
armour was not so easily able to maintain his seat on horse-
back and, when slipping, more helpless because the weight of
the armour, would drag him down as soon as he lost his balance.
Stirrups thus were a nccessity, Now easily armed cavalry was
used especially by the Parthians and the Sassanians. Thus the
introduction of stirrups in India must coincide with their rule,
over North Western India, Also the Chinese had stirrups?if I
remember correctly, already in the Har times. Thus they must
have known them. However, the Guptas did not know them
(at Ajanta all horsemen are without stirrups). Also the
Rajputs did not use them, at least not before the 16th Century,
when the Muslim armour was -introduced. But I should think
that the Muslims had them. On Persian Miniatures of the
llkhani period, at least, stirrups are the rule.”

The foregoing remarks about the history of the stirrup in
India, Assyria, Central Asia, Arabia, China, Iran, Europe etc.
are very informative and helpful in my present inquiry as
they give us a very comprehensive historical perspective to the
stirrup as a human invention, its origin and development as
vouched by historical evidence, much of which is archaeological
and consequently reliable. I note below some more notes on
the Stirrup which I have gathered during the course of my
investigations in connection with this problem :—

(1) The Stirrup in the Khmer or Indo-Chinese Art—Sth
Century A. D.

In the Art journal Silpi of Madras for April 1948 there is
an article on the " A7t of Greater India, Khmer Sculpture’ by
MIle. Suzanne Karpeles ( pp. 373-382 ). At present the Anna-
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mites owing their culture to China form 72 p. c. of their popu-
lation in Tonkin, Annam, and Cochin China. The Cambodians
of Indian leanings dre 12 p. ¢. only while the Laotians are 6 p. c.
of the population. The Khmer art is properly the ancient
Cambodian art. The pre-Angkorean period of this art extends
upto the 9t Century A. D. Many of the Buddhist images belong
to this period. At the end of the article we find a photo of
** Horsemen Stone panel” from Annam belonging to the Sth
Century A. D. The left foot of each of these horsemen is
clearly shown as resting in a stirrup of looped rope hanging from
the saddle.. 'We may compare this stirrup to that found on the
archway at Mathura, assigned to 100 or 50 B. C. as also that on
.the lota of about 200 A. D. found at Kundlah in Kulu by Major

Hay in 1857.

(%) The Stirrup in Turlistan at Dandan Uliq — SthCentury
‘A. D, '

Vincent Smith in his History of Fine Art in India and Ceylon
( Oxford, 1930 ) gives a photograph of a wall-painting showing
mounted princes or saints, one of whom is riding a horse while
the other is riding a camel. The rider of the horse has his left
foot in a stirrup, which looks like a metallic stirrup. According
to Smith the remains of the 8th Century at Dandan Uliq in
which the above painting was found, show Indian influence.
The painters followed Indian models but were also exposed to
Persian and Chinese Sohools of influence. The rider of the horse
is shown as riding a piebald Yarkandi pony. The blending of
Indian and Chinese features is noticeable in the face of the
horseman (Ses Plate 7116 A facing p. 163). This painting
belongs to the 8¢, Century A. D. as Dandan Uliq was abandoned
soon after 4. D, 797,

@) The Stirrup in Persia ( Ruyy)— A. D. 1191—Arthur
Lane in his Early Isiamic Pottery ( London, 1947 ) Plate 55 (¢ ).
gives a photograph of the Chicago dish dated A. D. 71791, This
dish of 14 inches diameter is now in the Metropolitan Museum
New York. On this dish there is a picture of a rider on horse-
back with his left foot in the stirrup. The stirrup is clearly
mag:ed out in the picture and it looks like a modern metallic
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stirrup.  The dish is a specimen of Persian lustre-painted wares
current in Persia in ** late 12-th early 13th Century.”

(4) The stirrup in Scotland—A. D. 1241-1285.

I bave already noted the remark of Eckhard Unger that
the stirrup appears in Europe as late as the Early Middle Ages.
In this connection I have to note that the seal of Alexander III
(A. D. 1241-1285 ) King of Scotland shows him riding a horse
with his right leg in the stirup and his uplifted sword in the
right hand. This stirrup showed on the seal may be either of
looped rope or leather strap ( vide p. 573 of Vol. 1 of Encyclo-
paedia Britannica, 14th Edition, where the seal is reproduced ).

(5) The foreign origin of the stirrup indicated by the
evidence recorded in this paper gets further support from the
linguistic evidence. My friend Dr. Siddheswar Verma, M. A./
D. Litt. has been kind enough to examine this linguistic evidence.
He will publish in due course a note on it. In the meanwhile
I may record here his tentative conclusion based on the words
for the stirrup found in different languages of the three groups,
(1)  Indo-Aryan ( Gujarati, Sindhi Hindi, Nepali, Bengali,
Marathi), (3) Iranian (Balochi ), (3) Dravidian ( Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada) and (4) Munda (Gondi). In his letter of
9-5-1948 Dr. Varma observes :—" Tha above list ( of words for
the stirrup ) is far from encouraging and shows how extensive
has been the domination of the Perso-Arabic form reaching
even Munda—Dravdian. “Dr. Verma has promised to tackle
the older forms of the above languages with regard to the
stirrup and I await with eagerness his detailed researches in this
inquiry.

The evidence regarding the history of the gyrrup as

recorded in this paper may be represented chronologically
as follows ;:—

Chronology Reference
S=stirrup.

B, C. 852 'S used by the Assyrian King Salmanasser
TI (a foot-board bound with gtrings ).
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B. C.—1st Century

A, D.—1st Century } S used by Sarmatians.

Sin Central Asta and China ( Han and
Tang periods ).

B. C. 100-50 S at Mathura (in the railing round Jain
Stﬁpa.) — a looped rope or leather strap.
A. D. 200-300 S on a lote from Kundlah in Kulu.

(now in the Indian Museum )
(a looped rope or a leather strap ).

A.D. 500 onwards Use of iron stirrup by Mongolian tribes
of Central Asia.

A, D, 700-800 S in a painting at Dandan Uliq in Turk:-
stan ( metallic stirrup ? )

A. D. 700-800 S on the stone panel of horsemenat Annam
( Khmer or Indo-Chinese art ) — looped
rope. - ~

A.D. 1130 S described as qiggR of gold ( foot-rest )

by King Somesvara in his Manasolliisa
( description Polo or Horse golf ).

A.D.1191 S on a Persian pottery dish ( New York
Museunt ) ( metallic stirrub ).

A.D.1241-1285 S in Scotland (on the seal of Alexander
111 ) (looped leather strap or rope ).

A.D. 1676 S mentioned as “ [Fa " and explained as

“ afifeut ” by .Raghunatha Pandita in
his UseqaeR# Rl composed by the order
of Shivaji the Great.

The above table speaks for itself. The data recorded in it
can be easily supplemented by Indian and foreign scholars on
the strength of sources available to them, both literary and
archaeological, I am particularly interested in the Indian
sources. I shall, therefore, feel thankful if some more light is
thrown on this problem from Indian sources, especially prior to
A. D, 1000.
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P. S.—Since thias paper was sent to the press I received some
valuable information about the stirrup from friends in Europe.
I have great pleasure in adding it to my paper most grate-
fully :(—

@)) Prof. Dr. Vittore Piééni of the University of Milan
( Ttaly ) writes to me on 10-7-1948 as follows :(—

(i) The Romans and the Greeks had neither stirrup
nor saddle.”

(ii) The first mention of the strup is in a treatise of
the Byzantine emperor Maurikios ( dead 602 A.D.):
in the West in the work Etymologiae of the Spanish
bishop Fridor of Sevilla ( VII century A. D.)

(iii) The Romance peoples got the knowledge of the
stirrup from the Teutons as seen from its names
in Ita)ian.

(iv) Whence the Teutons had the stirrup is not quite
certain; probably they had it from the Nomads of
Asia.

(v) The Byzantine people may have received the stirrup
from the Persians. :

(1I) Prof: Dr. Gerard Lindblom, Director of the Eth-
nographic Museum, Stockholm (Sweden) writes to me as follows,
in his letter of 3-8-1948 :—

" The best work on stirrups is R. Zschille und R. Forrer,
Die Steigbiigel in ihrer Formenentwicklung, Berlin, 1896, It
is a large work in folio with good plutos and it gives the whole
dovelopment of the stirrup, at least in Europe. I will also
mention Lefebore des Noettes, 1."Attolugo lo Cheval de Sello &
travers les ages, Paris, 1931. 1 think that you will find a short
but good Survey in 3. Ebert in Real-Lexicon der Vorgeschichte
article * Steigbiigel "—The two first-mentioned books are owned
by the library of the Royal Armoury here. Dr. H. Seitz of this
ingtitution knows a good deal of sturrups himgelf. e gave me
the titleel of the two books mentioned above.”
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(II1) Prof. Dr. V. L. Grottanelli, Superintendent of the
Museum of Pre.historic Antiquities in Rome ( Italy ) writes on
11-5-1948 —

{Iam truly in admiration at your great activity and at
the vastness of the field covered by your investigations and
researches., I enclose a few lines on the subject of stirrups :—

Encyclopedia Italiana, Vol. XXX1I, Rome 1936 p. 446, under
" Staffa " ( by Lt. Col. Carlo de Margherita )

“ ...The ancients must not have known the use of stirrups,
because Xenophon does not mention them in his works, whereas
Galenus and Hippocrates speak of the ailments which horsemen
suffered of in their legs owing to the habit of leaving them
hanging and loose. Stirrups are mentioned for the first time in
a treatise by emperor Mauritius, who died in 602 (A. D.).

At first stirrups consisted of cords made of rich materials
(textiles); later on they were made of metal...In the XI century
the use of stirrups was already common among men of arms,
though not universal: some horsemen in order to climb on
their horse still used a peg inserted in their lances’ staff......”

( The work of Xenophon to which the author refers to was
written between 364 and 361 B. C. The use of saddles preceded
of course, as has been the case in every part of the world, that
of stirrups. The idea of a saddle was probably suggested to the
Greeks by the Persian custom of heaping blankets on the horses’
backs; a cushion eventually took the place of these blankets,
but it is only in comparatively late times that a real saddle was
dovelopod, In the Roman oavalry of imporinl timos, saddloes
reached a high stage of perfection, but as stated above stirrups
do not seem to havo appeared bofore, 1ot us sny at tho end of tho
VI century, (Montandon, L'clogenese culturelle, Paris, 1934,
p- 205-206, says that the saddle and stirrup appeared both in
the IX century, but he is obviously wrong ). Oddly enough, I
have seen no conclusions drawn, or even hypothesis put forward,
ag to the origin of stirrups. The Chinese used them in the VII
century, and as far as we know not before this time, so that
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apparently stirrups were known or at leagt heard of in
Byzantium at an earlier time. Persian influence again? As
soon as I have time, I shall look into the matter. You have
chosen here a most appealing subject for research, and no
doubt your contribution will be a precious one ).

Besides the above information about the history of the
stirrup in Europe I have found the following account of the
discovery of iron stirrups in a tomb of 6th eentury A. D. in South
Korea -—

In the Quarterly journal Artibus Asine ( Switzerland ) Vol.
X/3 there is an article on an excavation at Kyongyu, a town in
South Korea. This article deals with the excavation of two’
tombs (c. 5th century A. D.), one of a noble and the other,
probably of his wife. Figures 17-19 give us photographs of the
Horse-furniture found in one of the two tombs, which is called
* Ho-ou™ Tomb. The items of this furniture as recorded on
pp. 182-183 of the journal under reference are as follows :—

(1) One pair of gilt bronze saddle bridges
(2) Nine small bronze horse-bells

(3) One strap pendant

4) One pair of iron stirrups

(5) Several iron bits

(6) Three gilt bronze horse masks

(7) Many bronze strap ornaments.

These items of horse-furniture of the 5th cent, A. D.
show the highly developed condition of horse-furniture about
1500 years ago in the Far East. We must trace the history of
Indian horse-furniture with a view to seeing what items of
Indian horse-furniture have been borrowed from foreign
countries in contact with India in ancient and mediaeval times
of Indian history.

P. K. GODE.
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