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TO MY MOTHER 

SRIMATI SUPRITY DASGUPTA 



FOREWORD 

The present booklet contains a comprehensive study of the 

Auclumbaras, one of the prominent republican peoples of ancient 

India, based on literary and numismatic evidences. The 

endeavour of this young scholar, who was once my pupil at 

Presidency College, and one of the junior colleagues at this 

College, is expected to rouse academic interest of all those who like 

to study the republican traditions of ancient India. I hope it 

will be possible for us to publish similar booklets containing 

information regarding other important tribes which is so very 

essential for a proper understanding of the growth and develop­

ment of the governments in ancient India. 

Sanskrit College 

Calcutta 

December, 1965 

GAURINATH SASTRI 

General Editor 
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PREFACE 

Republican traditions are pretty old in India. If the term Vairii.i.J·a used in 
connection with the Uttara-Kurus and the Uttara-Madras in the Aitarqa Briihmatza 
means republican state, Republicanism may be believed to have emerged in some 
parts of India in the 9th or 8th century B.C. In Buddha's time (6th century B.C.) 
many of the states of North-eastern India had republican form of government, 
the most well-known example being the Lichchhavi state. The Ash!iidlryii)'i ofPa:r~ini 
composed sometime in the 5th century B.C. refers to a number of republican states, 
and the existence of such states in the next century is attested by Megasthencs 
who described them as 'kingless states'. But with the rise or' the 'Niauryas and 
the consequent growth of the highly centralised form of government, the republican 
states fell on evil days and most of them were absorbed into the Mam)'an body­
politic. The mighty imperial fabric set up by Chandragupta Maurya and 
enlarged and reared up by the genius of Asoka crumbled within fifty years of the 
death of the latter. Pushyamitra Sunga, the assassinator of Maurya Brihadratha 
and the founder of a new line, came to power sometime about 185 B.C. and 
took over what was left of the great empire. However eminent a ruler he was, 
he seems to have failed to prove himself the master of a far-flung empire like 
that of Asoka and indeed it is doubtful if the different parts of India were ruled 
with as much authority from the centre as had been exercised in the preceding era. 
The preference for a local or regional autonomy must have been strong enough to 
counteract every move that may have been made after the Mauryas to build up 
and stabilise any kind of imperial organisation. The condition became worse 
after the passing of Pushyamitra when, as contemporary evidences show, northern 
India turned to be a congeries of states like Mathura, Ayodhya, Magadha and 
a host of others. The rise" and continuance of these states may be placed in the 

. period extending from circa 150 B.C. to 72 B.C., the latter date being that of the 
termination of the Sunga dynasty. 

The republican traditions were nurtured and presetved by a number of tribes 
like the Uttara-Kurus and Uttara-Madras of pre-Buddha days, the Lichchhavis, 
the Trigartas, the Yaudheyas and a host of others. Some of them issued coins auu 
the significance of the word gatJa occurring on the coins of the Malavas and the 
Yaudheyas, for instance, can be explained with the help of the Avadiina1ataka 
of the early Christian era which uses the word gaQa as distinguished from riija­
Keclzid desii gatz-iidhinii(M kechid riij-iidhinii(Q,). Similarly, the Classical writers like 
Megasthencs, as has been stated already, would have us believe that in the fourth 
century B.C. non-monarchical forms of government were not uncommon in the 
Punjab. The ArlhaSiistra also refers to iiy11dhajivi and viirll{dastropajivi tribes who 
appear to have maintained republican traditions. Available evidences would 
thus show that no attempt to form a monarchy of a centralised type was made by 
the tribes like the Yauclheyas ami the l\1fdavas. And there arc a lot of evidences 
to show that not only the territories of these two tribes arc to be included as non­
monarchical ones, but many other tribes also may be believed to have followed 
a republican constitution. Geographically, most of them flourished in the Punjab, 
a region which "throughout the historic age, from the Vedic times to our day ... 
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has offered a protected shelter to the native tribes menaced or pursued by the 
conquering foreigners". Indeed, references to the 'kingless' and 'independent 
Indians' like the Mallas in the Classical accounts tend to show that before the 
emergence of the Mauryas there existed in the Punjab, and obviously in other 
parts of India too, a host of independent tribes. They had to bow before the 
imperialist Mauryas, but after the passing away of the I\1auryas, they came out 
of their grooves and restored them.Selves to their former position.L Independent 
tribal principalities with the republican form of government were set up in 
different parts of India, specially in the Punjab and north-western parts of India. 

Such a prominent tribe was the Audumbaras. As the following pages will 
show, their antiquity can be pushed back to about 8th century B.C. References 
to them in literary sources are numerous and coins issued by them arc also not 
inconsiderable. They are believed to have left the trace of thci1· name in a sub­
caste called the Admera. Along with other tribes like the Kul)indas and 
Yaudheyas they might have submitted to the Mauryas, but reasserted themselves 
after the fall of the latter. 

In the troublous period following the death of Pushyamitra Sm1ga, when 
northern India was in a welter due to the centrifugal tendencies among the 
Indians and the foreign inroads, the Audumbaras together with others succeeded 
in maintaining themselves somehow, diplomatically or militarily, in their hard 
struggle for existence, details of which are, however, not available. An attempt 
has of course been made by W. W. Tarn to show that the Audumbaras, Kul)indas 
and others were subjugated by Menander, but it has been shown (infra, p. 21 f) 
that there is hardly any solid basis for this theory. Numismatic and other 
evidences rather point to their independent existence. The Audumbaras seem to 
have merged with other tribes or dwindled in importance as they have left no 
independent coinage to be attributed to the third-fourth century A.D. Absence 
of their name in the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta supports' 
this conclusion. 

History of India in the post-Maurya- pre-Gupta period is indeed one of a 
host of ambitious monarchical and non-monarchical states. And a survey of 
this period shows a predominant feature of Indian history: the operation of a 
corporate spirit guided by an essentially local outlook. Source materials for the 
history of this period, is not very rich, and hence the picture is far from being 
complete. Nevertheless, if all available sources are patiently and assiduously 
hunted up, more materials may be discovered and if these are pieced together an 
overall pattern is likely to emerge. 

With this expectation, an attempt to outline the history of the Audumbaras 
has been made in the following pages. For this purpose, every possible source 
has been intensively utilised. Such sources include not only those previously 
examined by others but also some new ones like the A1ahiimiiyuri, the Clulndravyii­
kara(W and the Sarasvatika(z{hiibhara1Ja (the last-named text is generally ignored) 
which have not received the attention they deserve. No material has been 
incorporated in the work without careful scrutiny. I have tried to bring together 
all the available data and subjected them to a detailed and systematic examination. 
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1 venture to suggest that many a gap in th~t post-ivlaurya- pre-Gupta 
period may be filled up if the history of other tribes like the Km)indas, the 
Malavas, and the Yaudheyas is written on similar lines. In the present treatise 
I have offered some suggestions for which I may claim originality, for instance, 
in connection with the significance of the figure of Visvamitra on two silver 
coins of the Audumbaras-a peculiarity hitherto unexplained. It is for scholars 
to say how far I have succeeded in my task of building up the history of the 
Audumbaras. 

It is my duty to express gratitude to my respected teacher Dr Benoy Chandra 
Sen, Professor of lndology, Sanskrit College for his constant help and stimulating 
guidance in writing out my thesis, 'Tribal coins of Ancient India (2nd century 
B.C.-4th century A.D.)' of which the present monograph forms a part; and to 
Dr Gaurinath Sastri, also my teacher in the Presidency College, for kindly 
including this monograph in the 'Sanskrit College Research Series'. My sincere 
thanks arc due to Sri Haran Chandra Ncogi of the department of Ancient Indian 
and World History, Sanskrit College, for preparing the Index, to Sri Dhruva Ray 
for drawing the Map and to Dr Amarendranath Lahiri of the department of 
Ancient Indian History and Culture, University of Calcutta, for preparing photo­
graphic reproductions of the coins of the Audumbaras belonging to the cabinet 
of the British Museum. I must specially thank in this connection the British 
J\!Iuscum authorities for allowing me to reproduce illustrations of the said coins 
belonging to their collection. I would also thank Sri Nanigopal Tarkatirtha, 
Editor, Publication Department of the Sanskrit College, for supervising the 
publication of the present monograph. I am indebted to Dr Sisir Kumar Mitra, 
Professor of Ancient Indian and \Vorlcl History, Sanskrit College, and to my 
friend Dr Bratindranath Mukhetjee of the same College for much encouragement. 
In conclusion, I must add that without my mother's fostering care and affection 
it would not have been possible for me to carry out my research activities. 

Department of Ancient Indian Histo1y 
a11d Culture, 
University of Calcutta, 
December, 1965 

KALYAN KuMAR DAsGUPTA 
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2 The Audumbaras 

.M aluibluishy(tG, .ilf aluibhiimta,1, H arivmidn~, Puro:1J-a8°, Brihrt/,~rt.lhhitii) 0 , C h:irulrc'­

vyakarct7J-all, /{iisikiii2, V aijnyanti13 , Ga~wratnamahodwlhi11 , .~'nmsvalika~~­

thiibha.l'fJiTJ-ftU:o. and 8mhkshipfascwa11h which contain references to the 
Audumbarn.s. Pliny n.lso appears to ha.>c mentioned them und.l'l' the namo 

0lfyakshatt·iylirshai1iw yiini lum~irto(t : II. 4. 58; on this Pi~•.tinian rulo 
Katyi1yana says : A?J-itiorluki tadrli.j(/dyurpratyayasyopaswhkhyancun and thit-~ 
is further cxplai:wd by Pataiijali thus : A?J-i?"iorluld ladrcljridynva.pratynya­
syoprtSa.rnkhyiinruh ka.rlnL•yctm Bmtdhi~t pitii Baudhi~~ puttrab. A~tdwnfJnri~t pitli 
AudmnbnriZt puftro Zr. 

7Srtbht'iparvon, Chn.ptt·r 50, vers..., 13; ec~ik:l by H·>ridiisn. Siclrlhiint:~.vii.gi~o., 
t:f. Audumba.rri Du?·vn'blu'igliZt Pri?·a.d(/ Blihlzkn~Zt salw. 

The Great Epie mentions the Auuumbaras along with tribL's like the 
Durvvihhiiga:-:, Piira,las, Bith1ikas ek. all of whom were inhabitants of North 
Indi:-t, some of them living on the Nor! h-westcrn fringes of India. 

Dr. ~Ioti Chandra in his Geographical and Economic Studies in the 
Mahlibluirata, p. 90, taking Durvvibh.iign in the sense (,f 'disunited' uses it as 
an adjective of A1tdum.bnn7~t He th11s hol~s tha.t _the Epic passage in question 
"may point to the Audumba: a co~nectwns With the Sii.lvn. federation of 
which the Udllmbaras, the T1la.kh<1la.'l, 1\iadrakiiras Yuaandharas , b , 0 , 
Bhulingas and :::iara.danc;las were a mem cr." But ·,uch. an interpretation is 
hardly acceptablo. Durvvibluigct cannot bo taken in the sensu of 'disunited,' 
The l"ensc is just the opposi~e. It mean:; 'difficult to be disunited' cf. 
1\fonicr-Williams, San8krit-Eng_lish Dictionctry, p. 487. Since the Epic pas'sage 
appear,; to be a mere enumeratiOn of som~ North Indian t 1·ibes, Durvvibhrign 
!ncludcd·in it see~n.-; ~o b~ t!1e name of a tnb_e. Even if the word Durvvibluiga 
IS taken as an adJective, It Is bettor to t<tke 1t _at- an adjective qualifying the 
following word Pclmda. In Lhat case, the mterprctation will be that the 
Parada:; wero 'difficult t.o be disunited' , i. e. strong. 

8Verse 1466; Asiatic Society erlit.ion. 

9The Purci?J-as such as the V iiyu (91. t18), Brahmii~uja (III. u6. 70) ilf. cir­
ka?J-¢eyn (58. 10) etc. contain refcrerH'es to the Audumbaras or the Udumbaras. 

10Brihatsmhhita, XIV, verse 4. It pllces them in the north-we.-;t. wi1h the 
Kapi?hthal~s. A.rrian in his lndikct (Ch. H~) refers to a pc·opk called Kambi­
sthoh dwdlmg on the Hydraotes or Rav1 who may be identified with the 
Kiipishthalas of the Brihaf8athltita. 

11II. 4. 103. K. C. Chatterji's edition, p. 168. 

12lV. I. 173. Damoclara Sastri's edition, p. 1.::!1. 
13Bhumikii.r.l<).a, Verse 39. Sec IHQ, Vol. XX, p. 219-26; also OH, Vol. VII, 

Part 1, p. 2. 

urv. 266. Eggeling's edition, p. 314. 

ua. I. VI. 76 and IV. I. 86. T. R. Chintamani's edition, pp 122, 133. 
11b. See Taddhitapi.ifict Section, 223, Gurunatha Vidyanidhi's edition p. 46. 



Thf· Audumha,ra.s 3 

Odombc .. rcs.I:; The Vinltyapifal:n 11; and th.· Jlnluiniciyiiri11 refer to 11 place eallcd 

Udumharn whieh evident!~: wn.s named ;~!'tt'r the tribe. 11n 

Now, the text which t·o;ttn.ins the <'.1rliPst reference to the Audumbams, n.s 

has been mentioned b('fore, is the Ga~VI]Jrifha. It is generallybelieved that the 
major port ion of this work, if not the wholt•, was composed by Pii.I)ini who may 
be pln.cccl spmcwhcre i!l the fifth ccntnr,\· B. C.19 Hence the tribe certainly 

existc(l in t ht• fifth cent my B. C. 

Thu.t the Audumbaras flourished eYell before tlw fifth century B. C. is not 

unlikely. ~\.mong tho literary texts nh•ntintwd above the most important ill 

the pt·cs(•nt t·a.:oc is the Chclndrctt·yiil:aru ~1u, l'omposed by a Buddhist, s.~hola.r 

m.unul Chawlra.go min. Cha~tdragomin is u::;un.lly believed to have flourished in 

about thL· fift.h century A. D. 19 This work in a vritti on Pa1.1ini's Ashfiidhyiiyi 
giveR u;-; nn i rnportm•t picec of informn ti .. n in n. vorsc which sa.ys-

udumbariis-tila/.:lwUi -madm f:,i ?'ci yugrwdhariilJ, I 
bhulirigciZb 8nrcuut1J{lc'is-cha siil u'i' vnynL·a"smhj?!itaM I 

15Historia Naturalis, VI, Sec. 75. Pliny plaees the Odombeores or Odon­
beores on tho mouth of the Indus. They may appear to to bo different from 
tl10 Au<lumbaras who issued coins us Wt•ll as the Udumbarns who find mention 
in tho Brilwf.s<J.ihhita. Ctumiagha.m -~~·d others have loea.ted the O.!umbeores of 
Pliny in Kaehchhn. or Cuteh region aml incidentally it may be noted, as Jayaswal 
has done in his Hind1t Polity (p. 161), that "they have loft their descendants 
in the enjoyment of their name .... t.he modern community of Gujrnti Brahmins 
of the Audumbara caste." Tht\S tlw findspots of coins a.nd the refcn·nres in 
the Brilwtsmhltita and the work uf Plinv in<lirate that there were three Audum­
ba.rn. countries, OI~e ~1 the north-east.cr:l Punjab, another in the north-western 
PunJa~ and. the thud m Cutch .. But in fact all these tracts appear to have 
been mhabitr-cl by three sec·twns of the Audumbaras, thus showing their 
migrations presumably at different periolls of history. 

16Il. :::!00. The text refers to a Yillage named Udumbarn. J. Przyluski 
identifies U-du-ma of the Tibetan wrsi~n of the Vinaya named DuJ.v(, with 
Udumbara of the Sanskrit Vi1mya, ef. APP, p. 10. 

17Edited hy Levi, J A, Hll5, p. 44. The text states that the yaksha of 
Udumbarn wus named AI)~labha. 

17"Cunningham also observes : "I think it more probable that it must be 
the name of the. town or distrkt, as we haYe several examples of ~uc:h names 
being placed o_n ~oms, as, Yaudl1eya, Sibi, Ujeniya. and Miilavana.," CASR, 
Vol. V, P· 1:.>4-o5_. ~ls~where he says : "The name Odt\mbnra must be that 
of the town or distnct m whi~?h they (i. c. eoins) are discovered." CASR, 
XIV, p. 116. 

lBTo quote Dr. S. ~- Belvalkar : "Although we cannot be certain whether 
any word now found m ~he Ga1J,apii!ha existt•d in Pal)ini's day, still the book 
of our present Ga1J,apatlta may safely be considered as coming from the hands 
of the grammarian himself." SSG, p. ::?4. 

According to Agrawala" a date nearer the 5th 5th century B. C. for Piii:tini 
appears more probable," IPA, p. 474. 

19Belvalkar gives A.D. 470 as the approximate date of Chandragomin (of· cit. 
pp. 58-59) but Dr. _S. K. De places him in the sixth century A. D., Hzstory 
of Bengal, Vol. 1, edited by Dr. R. C. Majumdar, pp. 296ff. 



4 The Audumbaras 

The verse can be translated thus : Udumbara, Tilakhala, l\Iadmkara, Yugan­
dhara, Bhuliilga and Sa.radaiJ.t;la-these are the sections of the Salvas. 

The [;.tct stated iu the verse is supported by the Kii8ika and the Vaijnyanti, 
the first being a work of the seventh century A. D. nnd the latter of the twelfth 
century A. D. The tradition regarding the Audumbarns as their being uno of 
the sections of the Salvas is thus found to have been well established by the 
time of Chandragomin. 

Now, the earliest mention of the SfL!vas is met with in the Satapatlut 

Brahm.(J:T}-a2° which is generally believed to haYe been composed i.1 the eighth 
ce:J.tury B. C. According to a passage occurring in this text-

yadadvai mah'idablt.akarmrt samc,ppa.syatn mnmctiva praja sallvanc11h 
rajanoh 1 bhavisyanmama br(i hma~w mama vvaisyc1 yattu mnh 'etavatkarma­
?J..Ul}, samapitena mah 'ubhayatha sallviinpraj(ifl:rekshata 1 iti sa' esn eva 
sriresha eslwha'nnadalJ! I (X.4.l.l0.) 

This has been translated by Eggeling thus-

(Syaparna once said) if this my sacrificial performance be eomplete, my 
own race would become the ki .gs (nobleH), Briihma~:tas and the peasants 
of the Salvas ; but even by that much my work which has been completed 
my race will surpass the Salvas in both ways ; for this (Agni, the fire-alter) 
indeed, is (social) eminence and fame, and an eater of foed. 

The above passage bears testimony not only to the antiquity of the Salvas 
but also the high degree of eminence and prosperity attained by them. 

The tradition recorded in the quoted verse of the Ghandravycikaratta may 
refer at least to the time of the Vedic text when the Salvas were already a 
powerful people. They could not have reached the position as refler~ted in the 
Satapatha Briihmatta without a.:ltecedent growth and preparation. This may 
require the beginning of their history to be traced to a period even earlier than 
the time of the eomposition of the Satapatha Briihma~ta. The different cons­
tituent sections of the Salvas, including the Audumbaras, may have existed in 
the same period and their amalgamation was probably one of the causes of 
their political and material success as witnessed in the Satapatlw Briihmatta. 
Ill this connection, reference may be made to the Madrakaras who are ulso said 
to have formed one of the allied tribes along with the Audumbaras. These 

people appear in the Aitareya Brahmatta21 and the Brihadiira~tyaka Upani­
shadJ-2, a fact which may also suggest the contemporaneity of the Audumbaras 
with the Sa.lva.s of the Satapatha Br{ihmatta. Another people, the Yugn.ndharas, 
whom the Ghiindravyiikaratta includes in the SiHva group are mentionell in the 

2osatapatha Brahmatta, SBE, Vol. XLIII, p. 344. 

21VJII. 14. 3 
22I!J. 3. 1; 7. 1 
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jJfantrctprifha2J, the date of the composition of which may ,1ot ha.Ye been far 

from the date of the composition of the Satapatha Briihma?Ja. The Sith·as who 
in this text appear to have boon alluded to as Salva have been said "to have 
declared that their king was Yo.ugandlmri when they stayed their chariot on the 
banks of the Yamuna .. ••z• Attentio11 DH\.)' bo ur::~.wn to 11 river named Sar·ndar:t~ln, 
probably idcntic.tl with modern Sarii.vati in the Pu_1jab, which is mentioned in 
the Ayodhyii-h'i~t~ln of the Rii.mayaQa (68. 15) and it may be supposed, not 

without reasons, that the peoples living on and near the banks of the river, 
wore ln1own as tho Sarado.Q~la to whom the Chandravyclkara1).a alludes. 

We shall not be wrong in concluding, therefore, that the Audumbaras txisted 
in the Br·iiluuar.la period although 1 he:; hn.·.-c not boon mentioned explic·itly 
in cnnternpomry texts. Probnbly they had not yet become su!lieicntly 
prominent which may account for the omi,.;~ion of their name in the texts 
such as the Satapatha Briihma~ta.':!~o. 

Origin of the name of the tribe 

The tl'ibe is k.1own both as Udumbara and Audumbara., the latter 1ume 
appearing in genitive in Prakrit on coins as Odu(m)barisa. The term Audum­
ba.ra is the taddhita form of the word Udumbaro. and it means either the 
people connected with the udumbarn i. e. the fig tree (ficus glomerata) or a 
cuuntry where that tree grows in abundance. It is interesting to note that the 
Nurpur district where Cunningham found gome coins of the tribe wa~. atcurding 
to his report, a place noted for its fig trees.2s Cu.mingham notes t.hat the ·Jld 

name of the district was Dahmeri or Da.hmbeori which appears to have been 
derived from the Audumbara. In another place he sa~ that the old Hindu 
name of Nurput· W1.s l;>armeri or Dharmeri, which is not an improbable abbre­

viation of the Andumba.ra. The old name was changed to Nurpur by Ja.ha.ngir 
in honour of his wife Nurjahan.26 Cunningham's suggestion has not been 
accepted by R.1p"on, according to "·hom, tho name Damari or Dahma.ri is 
more allied to l;>amara which occurs with Kiiluta and other places in 1 he a.ccount 
of the North-Ea~tern divisioil of India in the Brihatsmhhitii.27 Cunningham 
alternatively suggests that "as Udumbara j:,; also a name of silver, it is quite 

po;;sible that the Auclumbara may simply refer to the prevailing red eolour of 

23JJ. 11. 12 
2~Ibid. Co?Jmen!'ing u.pon this mantm, which occurs as a sii.tm in the 

.Jpastamba Gphyc£-sutra (which is generally placed before Piil)ini's grammar) in 
VI. 14. 5, Haradatt~ observes that the Sitlva country was situated near the 
bank of the Yamtu1u. Dr. \-Vinternitz ubsen·es: ''According to our .ilfantra 
'"e should have to place either the Siilvas or at least the Yugandharas forming 
one division of the Salvas somewhere near the Yamuna." See IV KS, p. 97. 

2~nsec my article "Antiquity of tlw Awlumb!.tras' in tho PIHC, 1961, pp. 44-4 7. 
25CASR, Vol. XIV. p. 116. 
zocASR, Vol. V, p. 155 
27JRAS, 1900, p. 540 
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the hilly r_!istrict )f N urpur " 2'. Thio; suggestion, according to him, receives 

:;;orne :,;upport from the fact that the old Hindu name of Nnrpm was Darmcri or 
Dhn.rmeri, which appears to he a likr·ly ablJreviation of Audnmbara.2° But t!-:~ 

sugge.<.:tiun is untenable in vir:w cf the fa.ct that tho other tmd:-: wherefrom 
Audumbaro coins havo been found arc not of red colour. 

',Vhether the particular plat:e-na.1.e Darmeri or Dharmeri is an abbreviation 

of Auclumb~tra. is a matter of controvcr;;y. But there cannot he any dispute 

abont the far·t 1hat the name A,:dumbara is rlcrivccl from the WDrd Udumbara, 

which means a fig t!'cc. The tree that appear:.; on the c•.ins of tho tribe has 
bet"n identified by Cunningham with the Udumbara (Jr fig trc-e.3o Thi::; identifi­
cation •·n.nnoi be regarded as uefinit,:ly esta.bli!:!hed si.r1cc tree-motif is commonly 
fon;1d OTl cro.rly lndin.n coi.r1s. But t!t·~ name of the tribe sh .. ws its curmection 
"ith the fig tree which mHst ha\·e hc•·ll na- r·f basie imp/lrtan:;c in its history. 

Am· ·::g the coins of the A:.abmharns Y:c come a.cross a;1 intcr<::.-;ting -variet.y 
represeHted by two specimens, madl' of silver anu ruuntl in shape, each bearing 
a beanlc<i male figure on the obverse with a legend which refers to Vifipnmitra, 
L e. \"Jsvilmitra, and a rree in Ull ei,closure on the revet·se.al This show::~ that 

the pt:rsvn ~:amed on the obverse had some connecti.m with tho _\udumbaras. 
But hl)w ~•nd why Visvamitra came to be wnnccted with this tribe ? Allan holds 
that "Visvamitra's connection with the At:dumbara8 is otherwise unlnow.1"a2. 

But a coi12lel ti•,n, in fact, can be csta,blisited between the sage and.· the tribe on 

the basis uf an evidence whieh has esrr.pcd the attenti .. n of ~rhn)f·r.o;. The 

the evirlenre is furnished by a story about th~ birth ofViS-viimitra to be found in 

J(alikiipurii~za.~3 which is also tract·abL in tho Mahiiblulrata (III. 115; XII.49; 

~'CASH, Vol. V, p. 155 
2~1bid. 
3°CASR, Vol. V, p. 154 and CA8R, Vol. XIV, p. 117. 
31Ser· in (rrt. for ddails of these two coins. 
a~ccllJli, .A.ne. Ind., p. lxxxiv 

aava.ngvasi etlition, chapter 8~; Venkateswara edition, Chapter 85. The 
present writer in an article puhlish··rl in the .lAS, Vol. ITT, No.I, HIOl hus 
tric•l to c::;tublish the connoe:tic.n: be:tweon the sage and the tril>e oil the basis 
of this. story together with other prices of evidence. The asso; iation is also 
echoeLl_ Jll the Harivarh.Sa (loc. dt.) where the tribe has bcou desc-ribed us 
belongmg to the family of Visvii.mitra.. Further, the tradition may he traced 
bac_k tr~ the r~ays of the ]Jigveda, fol' while in the third book of tho IJigveda, 
whH h IS attniJUted to Visvamitra. the Rllge calls himsp)f tho ~-;on of KuHika. 
(III. 3~. ll), tho Vri.yu (1\nn.ndunramn t·flition, !H, !.J7-US) and the Braltma'tJ,da 
( V <:ilkli,tl~swar~ editio.1, Ill, 66, 70) -Puriii)aS assign a tribe en.llcrl the ~u~t:tm­
b~:as ~or the Knsikn or Knusika aotra. Ami thus the common Ol'Igu~ of 
VIs-::tu~11 " a and the Amh\mbarns <Hi found in these sour-~es affords the basiS of 
an l!Jtunate r·o~mettion betweer, the two. In otht·r words, the nn.mo of iho 
trib~ wns dcr!veu ~rom U dumbara or fig tree o.nd ViHvii.mitra wnH their 
'natwnrd sfl.go · Tills flccm!l io be signific<l by the OCCUl'l'<.meu of the name and 
the figure of thO Sage On the two raro eoinH of tho tribe . 

. CuumLam is known to be the name of a descendant of the Sage Visva. 
m1tra and the bounder of a gotra of the Kausika group, cf. Brough. The Early 
Brahmnnical System of Gotra and Pmva-ra., pp. 157-48, 153, 157. · 
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XIII.l4). The most important point t" note in the story is that the mother of 

Yis\-iimitra in order to h:we n. c·hild. embraced an audumbara (fig tree). The 

story, however, contains a lut of minwula>US and unbelievable things but the 
asso.ciation of Visviimitm's birth with the fig tree is ...-ery useful in explaining the 

occurrence (If his name an~l figure ull euins of the Audtambaras. At the same 
time it shiJWS tlmt the tribe was int ima.tcly l'tlllnectccl with the fig t.rcc and their 

name was cYidently derived from t hJ.t tree (udum.ba.ra.), the trc·c presumably 

being \':ur;;hippl·U by the tribe o.s a totem. 

Coins of the A udumbara.s 

C1,ins of the Audumbaras l·an he lliYided intu the fulluwing <:lasses and 
vn.ri..tir·,; al'l'"t·ding to mc~nl, size, legend'< p,nd symbols. 

CLAS') l 

Cobs bl'longi.ng to this .Jo.ss arc made of copper m.al squ~·re L: shapL•. 

They have revealed the names of fvur kings, '\'iz., Si•mlii.sn., Rmlrauii.sr., Dharn­

glwsha n.nrl Mnhi'"tdcva. The legenals appearing on them are of tho same type 

al!d "the use ,,flung vowels such as a, 1t, ai, n.nd cru se0ms to h:1.vc twt-n avoided 

both ia Khar .• sh:;;t-hi and Brahmi" lcgl·nds, thereby getti..Hg Sivudasa, for Sit'a­
diisa, Rudradrtsn for R?tdradiisa, OdH(Ih)bm·i for· A1tdu(1h)bnn~ a,ttl even Jlaha­
deva.sa fur .:JI ahndevasct in Brii.hrui. Tht· ftdl legends rest .• rctl fl.-,,m llifferent 
specimens are given below : 

Varldy A 

Obvei·se : Tree in an enclosure on Lft ; forepart of an elephant t.) left on 

right. Un!lulat.ing line below. Legc·iHl in Kharoshthi : .ilfalwdevasrt Rm"ia 
Bivadasasa. 

RoVC'I'Hl': Pointed roofed Lcmplo ur Lwo or three stt>l"C)"R;a~ tricl(•;lt. with an 

axe oil right. Legend in Briihmi : Od?tba.risct Sivcula.sa.sa (sometimes the word 
Odu.barisa. appen.rs as Odubarasa). 

'rhe pr•'''eaance of the coins of the variety in the collect.ion of th. British 
:Musoum i~ n••~ knowu. But; :-~ome nf t.ho Pcli.I:H, as t.he roporL of Cmninghn.m 

goes, were obtained at Pathnnkot. For specimens see CCBM, p. 12:\ pl. XV, 
1 ; als11 SC'Clilf Vol. I by B. B. Bidyabinod, p. 4!}, No. 1. Sri 
Bidyabiuod wrongly des,.,ribes the trident appearing on the reverse as the 
plough. He takes the reverse o.s the obverse and vice Ycrsa. 

3~1 have accepted the description of Cunningham's. For an interpretation 
see" infra .. 
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Variety B 

Obverse : Same. Legend in Kharosh~hi : Mahadevasa Rmlct RudradaS(UJa. 

Reverse : Same. Legend in Briihmi : Odubarisa. 

Coins nos. 7-ll of the BM Catalogue were found at Irippa.l in the Ka.-.gra 
ilistrict in the Punjab in 1913. For specimens, see CCBM, p. 122, pl. XV, 2, 4, 

10; p. 1:23, pl. XVI, 3. Also see J ASB, 1914, Num. Suppl. XXII, p. :?50, pl. 
and SCCIM, p. 49, No. 3, 4, 6, 12, which are poor specimens. 

Variety C. 

Obverse : Same. Legend in Kharoshthi : (Maha) devasa R!d'irt Dharaghoslut 

(sa). 

Reverse : Same. Legend in Briihmi : (O)dubar(i)sa. 

For specimens, see CORM, p. 125, pl. XIV, 15; uls-J SCCIM, p. 40, No.2, 
which of course does not bear any Kharosh~hi legend. Here also Bidyabinod has 
taken the obnrse as reverse and vice versa. 

Variety D 

Obverse : Same. Legend in Kharoshthi: (top) Mahadevasa, (right) Odu­

barisa. 

Reverse : Same. Legend in Briihmi : (right) ........ sasa(illegible), (left), 
Odubarisa. 

Coil!s 1ws. 15-20 of the BM Catalogue were found at lrippn.l. For specimens, 

see CCBM, p. 124, pl. XV, 5. The coin No.5 of the SCCLM (p. 49) presents 
some novelty in introducing the Briihmi legend with the motif of a tree, the 
forepart of an elephant, etc., which usually occur on the obverse. Here also 
Bidyabinl,d takes the obverse as reverse and vice versa. But the coin no. 7 is 
described otherwise. 

CL:\::-iS :! 

Coins belDnging to this class are made of silver and round in Ehape. They 
furnish the nam-3s of two kings viz. Mahiideva and Dharaghosha. It is to be 

noted here that the nnique coin of Rudravarmii, attributed to tho AuJumbaras 

by Cunningham, Whitehead, Allan and others, cannot be classed with the coins 

of the Audumbaras since it bears the name of a tribe styled Vemaka. Mr. R. C. 

Kar has correctly attributed it to the Vemakas and not to the Auuumbaras35
• For 

reasons stated elscwhereaG, I have accepted his views and have h~nce refrained 
from includiug the coin of Rudravarm•I in the classified lists of the coins of the 
Audumbams. The legend>~ appearing 11ll the coins of Mahiidcva aud Dhara­
ghosha, restiJred from a number of their coins, have been given below. 

asJHQ, Vol. XX, pp. 59-62. 

31iSce my article Tlte Vemakas nnd their coins, published in the OR, V'_ol. 
IX, pt. 2, pp. 73 ff. 
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Variety A 

Obverse : Humped bull on right ; lotus flower (?) in front. Legend in 
Kharoshthi: Bhagavatamahadevasa (arowtd), Rajaraiia (below). 

Reverse : Elephant to left ; trident on left. Legend in Brii.hmi : Bhaga­
vatamahiidevasa (around), Rajaraja (below). 

These coins appear t<J have ha.ileu from Pathan.kot. For specimens, see CAl, 
p. 68, pl. IV, 5 and OOBM, p. 123, pl. XIV, 16. Cunningham reads Rajaraja on 

the reverse the side 'vhich he takes as obverse. 

Variety B 
' 

Obverse : Humped bull on left, ·0~ on left, W above. Legend in 
"-, •C• 

Kharoshthi : Bha(Javatamaha(devMa) (arow1d), Rajaratia (below). 

Reverse : Elephant to left ; traces of legend around. Below Riijaraja. 

The provenance of this coin is unknown. For specimen, see GCBM, p. 123, 
pl. XIY, 17. 

Variety C 

Obverse : Visvii.mitra, standing facing with right hand raised, traces of skin 

over left arm. Legends in Kharoshthi : in front V ispamitra ; around M aha­
devasa. Raila Dltaraghoshosa; below Odubarisa.37 

Reverse : Trideltt with axe :m right ; tree in an enclosure on left. Legend 

in Briihmi: around Mahiidevasa Ra1ia Dharaghoshasa; below Odubarisa. 

This variety is represented by two spec•imens only, one in the Punjab Museum, 

the other iu the British Museum. The British Museum specimen was found 

by Cunningham at Pathankot.38 For the Punjab Museum specimen, seo 

GOP JJ1, p. 16i, pl. XVI, 136, for the British Museum specimen, see CAl, p. 67, 
pl. IV, 1 and CCBM, p. 124, pl. XIV, 14. 

CLAJ::lS 3 

Coins belonging to this class are made uf copper and round in shape. On 

the basis of Cunningham's attribution, these coins have been classed with 

those of the Audumbaras by later numismatists. They have revealed the 

names of four rulers generally ending in mita, i. e., mitra, the names being 

Ajamita, (Aryamitra), Mahimita (Mahimitra}, Bhiinumita (Bhii.numitra) and 

Mahabhiitimitra. It appears that the mitra group of kings were 

different from Mahadeva and Dharaghosha and the diisa kings like Sivadiisa 

and Rudradii.sa. The coins of these jJf itra kings may be placed later th:1.n the 
coins of other Audumbara kings already referred to. 

37Whiteheacl reads the obverse and reverse legends as Raji'ia Dlwraglwij/.J,Ma. 
ascAI, p. 67 
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Variety A 

Obverse : Male figure standing to left holding a spear in right harul. Loguud 

in Kharoshthi : Ra1ia Ajamitasa. 

Reverse : Elephant to left, tree on left. Lcgen~ in Brahmi : Ajamitasa. 

For specimens, see CCBM, pp. 125-26, pl. XV, 13-15. ; also CAl, pl. IV, 7. 
The coin was f<>und at Patha.nkot. Cwmingham ta.kes the obverse ns reverse 

and vice versa. 

Variety B 

Obverse: Same. Legend in Kha.roshthi: Rar'7a Ajamitra(sa). 

Reverse: Efephant to the left with rider. Legend in Briihmi IWjiia 

(Ajamitra). 

The provenance vf this coin is not defutitely known. For specimens, see 
CAl, p. 69, pl. IV, 9 ; CCBM, pp. 126, 287, pl. XLIII, I. 

Variety C 

Obverse : Elephant to right ; traces of legend. 

Reverse: Tree in railing. Legend in Briihmi: Asata ... .lmkra (?). 

The provenance of this coin is also unknown. For specimens, see CCB.M, 
p. 126, pl. XV, 16. 

Variety D 

Obverse: Standing male figure. Legend in Kharoshthi: Mah(i)mitra..'la. 

Reverse: Elephant to left: Legand in Briihmi: Mahamita(sa). 

This coin was found at Pa.tha.n.kot. For speohnena, 1:1ee GAl, p. 69 pl. IV, 9 . 

&lao CCBM, pp. 126-27 pl. XV, 17-20. Cunningham reads on his speoime~ 
(Ra)jna in Kharoshthi and Riijanya in Briihmi. 

Variety E 

Obverse: Elopha.nt to left. Legend in Kharoshthi: Rmia Bhiinumilr. 1811• 

Reverse : Symbols like the following : 
·--'• 

Legend in 

Brahmi: (Ra)na Bhanumita(sa). 

This coin was found by Curu1ingham at Pathankot. For spec-imens, see 

O.Al, pl. IV, 12, and CCBM, p. 127, pi XV, 1, 2, 19, 21, 22 and pl. XVI No. 3. 

The Indian Museum has got a similar coin which has been attributed by Smith 

to Bhiinumitra.30 Smith, however, has taken the obverse as reverse. Thero 
is also another worn-out; coin of the variety in the India.n Museuro.~0 

8°CCIM, p. 166. 
GOJbid. 
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Variety F 

Obverse: Same. 

Reverse: Similar symbols plus undulating line (snake 1). 

The provenance of this coin is not recorded. Though the legend c:annot 
be read, Smith has attributed it to Bhrmumitru, cf CCIM, p. 166. 

Variety G 

Obverse : l\Iale figure standing to left as in Variety A, undulating line on 

right. K.hn.roshthi legend is illegible. 

Reverse: Elephant to left with rider. Legend in Brahmi: ....... . BM.nu-

mita(sa). 

The provenance is not known. For spcdmens, see CCBM, p. 1:28, pl. 
XLIII, 2. 

Variety H 

Obverse: Elephant to left. Kharoshthi legend : kana (-)numitrasa p) 

Reverse : Elephant to right before a tree in railing Brii.hmi legend : ..... . 

tt?tmitrasa. 

The provenance of the coin is not recorded. But it ma.y be attributed to 
.Bha.numitra. For specimen, see CCBlt1, p. 128, pl. XLIII, 3. 

Variety I 

Obverse: Same as m Variety G. Leg0nd in Kharoshthi: JJ!aluibhi!ti 

,.itrasa. 

Reverse: Same as in Variety G. Briihmi legend illegible. The proYeuauce 
ie not recorded. For specimen, see CCBltl, p. ::!87. 

Variety J 

Ob;,·erse: Symbol < 'f' 
Reverse: Legend in Bri.i.hmi: Bhagava(ta) Maluulef!asa. Standing figure 

UoJlding in right hand a trident and a battle-axe combined. 

Rapson drew the attention of the scholarly world to this peculiar copper 
)()in in the pages of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1900 (pp. 112 :ff, 

Pl. No. 12). According to his information, the late White King possessed two 
llpecimens of this coinage. The accompanying photograph of one of the speci­
mens published in the above-mentioned journal does not, however, help us 
to make a detailed discussion of tho variety. Among the features of this 
specimen, the first that attracts our attention is the legend Bhagava(ta) 

M akadevasa41 o.ppea.ring on the reverse of the coin. It recalls a similar legend 

41J RAS, 1900, p. 112. 

• 
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which is nr1ticed on some coins of the Audumbaras. On those ::oins the legend 

also app(;ars in Kharosh~h.i and the wurds Rajariija and Rajaraiia are added 

to th(~ legends in Brahmi and Kharosh~hi respectively. As the legends on the 

Audumb.ua series and the present coin are practically identiral, this may 
be C'onsidered to be a strong ground for including this variety in the Audumbam 
series. The probability of this attribution is enhanced when another point 
is taken into consideration, the point being the "standing figure holding in 
right hand a trident and battle-axe combined". The standing figure (of a male 

according to Rapson) is reminiscent of the similar device appearing on the 

Audumbara coins which reveal the names of four rulers ending in mitra, while 

th:) ccmbincd trident and battle-axe recalls the same motif appearing 011 

the coiru of SivadfLSa, Rudradasa, Dharaghosha and Mahiidcva of the Audum-

bara series. The unly novel feature of the coin iH the symbol ,W which is 

found on its obverse which according to Rapson may represent some form 
of the Lingam. It is to be noted here that this symbol is counter­
marked on a coin of Uttamadatta, a prince of Mathura.42

• And what is of more 
inkrest with regard to that Mathura coin is that it bears on the obverse 

the legr:nd Bhagavata MahadevctSct indicating 'thereby that the parti-

cular coin of Uttamad~tta was re;rtr';lck by one with his own symbol ~ 

whiJ.'e name or title was Mahadeva. It seems that this Mahiideva was no other 

than the Audumbo.ra king or leader who struck a number of coins, both in 

copper and silver. The reasons for such a conclusion are as follows: Firstly, the 

legend Bhagavata Mahadevasa of the cuuntermarked coin appears on the coins of 

Mahadeva of the Audumbara Hcries. Secondly, the curious symbol .1. 
~on 

Uttamadatta 's coin is exactly similar to that which oceurs Oil 1\fahadeva 's 
coin as dcse:ribed at the outset. And ~s that e<Jin of l\fahiidcva ha::; already 
been as:-;igned to the Audumbara :;ones on the grounds of legend, epigra h 

and mutif, it is quite likely that Mahiidcva of Uttamadatta 's coin belona dp ty 
0 e o 

the Audumba.ra tribe. · 

It may be presumed, therefore, that Mahildeva of the Audumbara king or 

leader came into contact with Uttamadatta of Mathura and as he i::; seen to 

have restruck the coin of the latter, it may be inferred, that the relations 

between them were hostile. Mr. S. V. Sohoni~3 has suggested that Uttama­

bhadr<.<., who is said to have been reli0ved of the Miilava pressure by Nahapana's 
Sf,n-in-law Ushava.diita in his Nasik inscription is not tho name of a tribe 
but the name of a person and that person was no other than Uttamadatta , 

42QCBM, Ancient India, p. 177, pl. XXIV, 17. 
UJNSI, Vol. VII, pp. 27 ff. 
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the king of Ma.thma. Thw:1 Sulnni i:-; iii! lined tn hold that Uttamadattn. came 

into conflict with the Miilavas n::; well a-; the Aurlmnbara:-:. But sw:h a view 

cannot be aceeptcd on the following gr .. und". Firstly, Nahapiina and his son­

in-law U.-havnditta flouri~hPd in the fir;-;t half ut' th<' :-.ccond century A. D. 
Secondly, all 1 he coin-: of Hindu ruler:; of Mathura. ::;uch as of the llfitras and 

Datta.s, "cover the period fr,,m the end of the third to the middle of the fin;t 

contUI'.)' B. C." (CCBllf, Ane. Ind., p. cxi). Uttamadatta can in 110 way 
!Jo relegated to the fir.-;t centur.l' .:\.. D., far 1~;.-.;s to the time of N<thapiina. 

Thir•lly, the ruler;-; of Mathurii., the one-time fcnd<~tol'ies of the Sungns, belungcd 

to the pcriml when the Sung a empire wn,; tottering due to· the Greek inva~ion 

un the one hand and family fouds on the uther, i. e., in the ,..econd-first century 

B. C. La-,tly, a tribe calld Uttamas, presum11bly the Uttamabhadms, h:t-; actually 

been mentiunecln.long with the Da.siir~;ut.s in tho Bhishlwtp~trvan (Siddh~mta­

vilgisa's Otlition, VI. 9. 41) of the Mahiibluir(tla. 

It appear,;, tharcf.,rc, thn.t Uttama.daltlt was a loca.l ruler uf l\Inthurii un!l 

n. contomporary of i\Iahii.clcYa awl tluis he cannot be identified with Uttama• 

bhndm of the Nasik inscriptiun. Uttarunclatta ftuurishcd in tho secund-fir.:;t 

century B. C. and the epigraphy of silver C<·ii:s uf l\'Inhiideva. who:_.c contem· 

purn.ry he wo.s, seem:-; to cunfirm thh;, Perhaps Mahadeva ca.rried his arms 

into the territory_ of Uttamadatta a.nd after· inflicting n defeat upo:1 the latter 
restruck his coins. Both the original m~cl the re;;truck cDins of l\Iahii.deva, 
hom;ver, do not bear any Kharoshthi logond vil them like thv At;dumbara 

spedus. The use uf Brahmi, adopted by :Mahii.dova, appears to haYe been 

well e~tablished in M:athurii, where his restrtwk coin ha,s been futmd. As 

reg11rds the original nne, it may be nutc!l that its provenance i,; n• .t recorded 

aHd what a.ppca,rs to be prubable is thn t .,udl m"n' •st·riptunl cuin,.; "·ere Ill" ant 

for the more easterly parts of the Auclumharas. But all these arc to be treated, 
}~owcv<·r, a>; h,vpotlwtical n.ml until further ,..;peeime.1s arc fort.hn .. ming, we a.rc 
to rcm.tin satisfied with < ·nly one c-o1JClusi•m, whL·h seems t,,, be q u iLc reasonaLlc, 
that tho enin.1gc Ulldor review d to be aitt·ilmtc<l to l\Iahiidcva, llw .\wlumLam 
ruler, who at some stage of his career came int" !'onflict with UttamadaUa 
of 1\la.thnra..H 

Variety K 

Obvcrso : Tr('o in railing w ·o· 011 right. Un•lulating lin(' on left. 

Reverse : Temple ; trat·es of Briiluni h'g~:nd. 

Tho proYeJH\.llCC of <'uiw; of this varirty is not known. For specimens, see 
ccB111, p. l2;i, pl. XV, ll and 12. .\llan deseribcs the lin~1 on the obverse aH 

•Cobra' and the temple as 'Stupa.' 

---~1Sr-o my n.rticle 'A Rare va.rinty of Aurlumbara coins' in IIIQ, Vol. 
XXXVIII, pt. l. pp. 713fT. 

8 
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Coins of the Cla~s 3 pertaining to the Mitra rulers have been doubtfully 

assigned to the Audumuaras by some numismatists such as R. D. Banerji, 

but S. K. Chakrabortty has attributed the coi.11s of l\In.himitrn. al'd Ajamitra, 
on gro1mds of style, to the Audumbam-;. He is of the opinion that "they were 

the rulers of the tribe, of which the national god was Mahiideva. or Siva"·15• 

It is interesting to note here thai; tho name Bhiinumitra occurs also in tho 
series of coins of the Pafichiila .111 itrn rulers. 16 It is difficult to show in the 

preseut state of our knowledge as t•J whether these .J.l:litra rulers were related to 

the Audumbara .Mitra rulers. P. L. Gupta, however, assigns the coins of Class 

3, i. e., the coins of the Audumbara J.llitm rulers to the Mitra kings of 

Paficbiila. 47 

Chronology of the Audwnbctrc£ Goins 

Cunningham found coins of the Audumbaras, to rcl'a.piiulato a fact men­
tioned previously, along with those of a few foreign rulers such us Zoilus, 

Vonones, Gondophares, Kanish.ka and Huvishka. This fa•;t is imporlant inas­

much as it shows that th0 territory of 1 he Audumbaras had been unrler foreign 

rulers down to the second century A. D. Among the coi!tS discur;sed above, 

those of Class 1 "may be presumed to be the eadiest, as distinetly Indian in 

type ami showing no trace of foreig•1 infteucn ·e". 13 OJl grounds of palaeography 
R. D. Bancrji, Altm and oth0rs. luno assigned the;;e wins to the first ce;•tury 

B. C. Ac(·ording to R. D. Bancrji the llriihmi lat.ters occunii1g on these coins 
"belong to the lst Century B. C. whcH m•b'lllar forms had taken phv;e of the 
more 'cursive alphabet of tho ias ·ription of Asoka. The lcltcrs of lhe Khat·o­

shthi legend would abo point to the same rlate".-w It seems, however, that 

these rC'ins belong to a P'Jrird a Iii tic o'trlier, sa_l, i!l tiD I.Ltter half of the s 'Concl 

c~ntnry B. C. The square copper c-oins henriq; tlv~ na mo of the tribe as well 

a' the names of the kings giva<liisa, Rnclmcliisa, Mah:icleva and Dharaghoshit­
pi'Obably pre eerie those of tho foreign ru "-'r.~ sneh ns Zoilns, Vononec~, GondC>­

phares etf'. AmDilg. these kings, again, 8i\•:uLisa appears to have flourishecl 
earlier than Ma.h'uleva anrl Dhamghosha. f>ilvcr coiw; of 1\'Inhiideva and 
Dhamghosha. betraying foreign i·tfht<:n':e, seem to 1~wour such a contention. 

The above-mentioned :-ilver coins of l\Iahiideva a;HI Dharaghosha, appear to 

indicate that these two rulers l arne into lOntact with the Bactmin king Zoilut; 

or some of his predecessors or sur:c,_·ssors inasmu h as their eoim; aro based on 

Gracco-Indian model both from the points of view of type and metrology.5o 

Hence their coins seem to be later i_t date awl they mny be pia~ ed in the fir:;t 

century A. D. 

•15J RA8B, Num. Suppl. XLVI, IH36, p. 74. 

4
8C'C'B.M, Ancient 'lnclia, pp. l!l5-!J7, pl. XXVU, Ui-:.!0. 

47JHQ, 1951, p. 205. 

HQCB.M, Anc. lnclia, p. LXXXIII. 
49J ASB, l!Jl4, Num. Suppl., p. ~4-H. 

sosee infra, pp. 20-21. 
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As tho coins of tho Jlfilrn. rul,,rs (Class III) omit the name of the tribe, R. D. 
Bttncrji was re1uc·tant to a.ssig11 them tu the Auclumbaras.51 P. L. Gupta. on the 
ground of .11! itm sumamo attributes them to the Jll itra rulers of Paftehiila, 
aml ronjodurcs Umt those l\Iiira kings succeeded the .Audumbarns in the area 

wherefrom this specimens came.52 

One may lwwever poiHt out the omission of the tribal name in the series of 
the ...1filr<t ra1cr;; but mere omis;;ion of the nnmo of tho tribe cnnnot be consi­
dered as a ground for non-assigning the lllitrn. SPries to the Audumbara . .,. for 
we 'lmve instances of tribal C"Oins where the name of the tribe doC's J!ot oceur (cf. 

Class 1 and4roins of the Yaudhc,\'as, CCB.Jll, Ane. Ind., pp. :265-75), a fact which 
shows that in clnssifirntion ,,f eui"1s, type and fabric arc more important than 

the mention of name of the tribe cuncernPd. Further, the omissiou of the 
tribn 1 nn.mo L1 the series in question mn.y be clue to factors su« h as the change 
in the constitution of the Audumbaras with the increase of the authority of 
the rulers of tho tribe who gave their JWll names only in the eoin-l~~fmds. 

Similarly it would be risky to attribute these coins to the Mitra mlers of 

Pn.iichii..]a. or to any other .Mitra dynasty of Madhyade8u. simply un the grom1d 
of the occurrence of tho .Mitra surn·:tm.,.53 Tendency t > adopt the sumame of the 
celebrated dynasty by other less known and later dynasties is a feature cf the 
soeio-politiral history of ancient India. (ef. the adoption of the Gupta and Piila 
surnames by different dynasties of NorthPrn India after the appearanc-e uf 
those two famous dynasties). On tho other hand, we bo.vo come al·rosf;: coins 
of a king named Vija.yamitra (c-f. 'l'axila by Marshall, Vol. 2, p·S:W, pl. 243) 
who has been described therein as belonging to tho Kulfltas. If the Kuliitas, a. 

neighbouring tribe of the Audumbaras, c-ould have had a king with a Jlfilra­
na.roe-cnding, the AH<lumbaras might have equally gnt ruler:; with M·itra. name­
endings. The coins of Ajamitr::t, ~Iahimitra, Bhiinumitra and 1\Iahiibhiitimitra, 

therefore, arc to be attributetl without any doubt to the Audumbaras.63 

Chronologically speaking, these coins without the tribal name may be placed 
after those of Dharagho~ha, 8ivadiisa, Rudmdiisa, etc. 

Interpretation of the Devices and Symbols on tlte Audumbara Coins 

The devices and symbob which occur on the Audumbara roins arc : (i) 

tree in an enclosure, (ii) elephant (sometime its forepart), (iii) bull (sometimes 
humped), (iv) lotm; flower, (v) an undulating line, (vi) trident with axe, 

(vii) pointed roofed temple, (viii) fignro of Visv:tmitm and (ix) some symbols 
noticed on variety E of class 3. Let ns now p:x:,unine these devices n.nd symbolo. 

tJ10p. Cit, p. :l48. 
62Qp. Cit, p. 1!J9. 
63A comparative study of coins of llfitra rulers of Mathurii, Paii.chiila a•1d 

the Audumbaras "will show that the respective pee:uliarites of different series 
of the local and tribal coins arc so well-mo.rke<l that we cannot n.ttributu them 
to a single dynasty." JNSI, XX, 1:23. As to the Mitra name-ending of 
them different local rulers it may be suggested that "to bear the surname Mitra 
was possibly the fashion of the day," Ibid, p. 128. 
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(i) Trco in an cnclosm·c : Cunningham identifies the trco with the udurnbarn 

fig-tree. Th·· tre· may be th·~ 'canting b;L!lgc' (or hiilclt.cMta~ut or hemlrlie 

crcJt) of the tribe or it may reprcr;cnt what i:-:: kllown a·; the stltalct-vrikslut of 

the locality where the coin:; were in currency. Allan i>-: relueta.nt to identify 

the true nect"ssarily with the udumba.rrt beeau:;c uf the commoJUtes::~ of the tree­
motif on early Indian cui.Jt,51 • There is ti~me furcc in AUan 's arb'l.l!UCnt, for in 
ancient India the tre: -cult was widely prevalent,. The cult goe-; baek to the 

days of dw Imlw; civiii:-;aLion ltnd earl_v· In1lian ,.;culp:ure and u.ins lwar t1·sl i­

mony to it. RcJcrences to clwitya.vrik~ll((s and devli?'n?Jyas in the Epics 

furllvr provu tho antiquity of the cult.51 }fention may l.Jc made of the 

tradition whid1 statt-s that cac:h Buddha had his own lrec, e.g., 

Gaula.ma attained enlightenment (sambodki) under the pipal tr~e. b short, 
trees are rcgarckd from time immemori;1l as abodes of gods (and somc:timt·S 
god,.; thcms·:lves pcr:;onified) and hcnr~e venerated by peoples of India belonging 
to different religion;; even now. 

• ;,.-

It is, therefore, in the light of the above r;tatement diffit·ult to identify this 

tree with the 1ldumbara (fig~trco) with certitude, though sul'h an i!lentification 

cannot be an impo.>sible one. The tree seems to reprcHent tlw sthala-vrikslut of 
the tribe and as such it was put into an o:.{'losure or miliJtg like stup;ts and 
other sacred obje,·ts. 

(2) ElcphnHt : Cunningham destribes in his Coins of Ancient hub:a only one 
coin on whi··h the elephant occurs. But his specimen was so poor that he had 
to satisfy himself with a drawing instead of a photograph from a C!Lst. And in 

that drawing the entire body of the elephant is fouwl above tho undulating 

line but on the coins belonging to the Irippal find, the head, trunk and the 

forelegs only are to be found. Figure of elephant, it is 1 o be noted in this 
comw{'tion, also oecurs 011 a number of coins (ef. coins of Vi'iyudeva, Sivada.tta 

and some ol her coins found at Ayodhya; Kii~la coins; coins of Brihuspatimitr~ 
I found at Kausi"tmbi; some coins found at Tu.A-ilu.; coins or the Uddohikas; somo 
Ujjayani coins, etc). That. the elephant to u.sc get veneration from an. icnL Indians 

will be evident from the Buddhist tradition which says that Gautama entered 

into the womb of his mother Miiyildevi as a white elcphaut in her dream and 

a sculptural repreHentation c-onforming 1 o thiH tr!!dition is found on a railing 

of Bharhut. Thus the elcphan1 was 0110 of t.hn nninutiR whith was venerated 
by the Audumbu.ru!:l. 

(:l) Bull : This popular animal appears on !.he coins of the Audumbaras 

and like the elephant also OC(:urs on a number of ancient Indian coins 

(•-f. C'OillH of Ayl)(lhya, 'Taxi Ia, Knwi:LIHLi, U.JII.l or the Agm:::~ Ymulhcyus, etc). 

Regard for this &nimal by anrient Indians is attested by the arehaeologirnl finds 

UQp. Oit, p. LXXXIII. 

M« Hopkins, Epic Mythology, pp. 6-8. 
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at Mohenj()-daro, Harnppa and other sites of t,he Indus L·iYilisation55
• Bull is the 

vc"ilut1U& of the great f!"cl SiYn, add a:; such i · nl ,, f"nnd Oil sc,,Js unearthed .:tt 

nuciunl sites lik._: B:tsarh, Iksuagar, Bhik., cl e. On a·: nan!. of the o~TUlTencc 

of the trident and the baltlc-nxe, all boiug thel'oouwrphi<' repn·suntatiuns 

of the god Siva,. it :~ppcar:; th:tt the .\.uclumbaras Wl'l'c votaries of Siva and 
hcileC with the great gotlah;o rc::~pc:)tcd his Vlth tnn. In uthet' wo;:Lls, Htc bull 
l'cprescntcd hu·e a.pp•;ar::~ to be Siva's viilw1ut, ~~andi. 

(4) Lot.us Hower(?): Allan has identified th" ohj.Tt 11nder the lwarl L>f the 

bnll in the 'Bull : Elephn.nt' t.,nJc "eoins with I hP lotus flc.wcr. It nHty also be 

tnken to be a Olutkm or diseus ::mrl may he a -{ mmtcrmark To the Inclians 

the lotus is a saerecl flower, symbolising S1·i or fortune and its usL• on the 

coins of the Andumbaras along with otlwr religious objc(·ts seems to be 

justified. 

(5) Undulating line : Tho undulating line appearing on the wius of the 
Audumbams was des,:ribed by Cunningham as a snake51;. AUan only once 

accepts this idehtilien.tion (Var. K.). S. K. Chakraburtty argues t.hat when a 

zigzag line oceurs with a hill" symbol, it may signify <1 river and that iil suc·h 

l n~e the hill and river arc the spec·in.l loeal fe.ttures. In the prcsm,t r·ase, as 

thoro is no hill symbol, the zigzag line must have b~on _uS<·d fu:· merely 

ornamental purposes57 • There is no reason, hvwever, why the zigzag liHe itsdf 

should never havo the meani..g whi:.·h it, eanies cxeept when it is assoeiatcd 

with the hill symbol. The tree and the river appt,aring togothc·r oa the l'uins 

probo.bly symbolise the fertility of the country and the rcsulta1:t a.fihLCII<aJ of 

the tribe concerned. 

Tho zigzag line in the pr·esent cas,· may rqm ·sent the river call I'd Udumbar~L­

vati whkh finds mention in the .Mrt11cibhr/8hyn or l'alaiijali"\ a,; well as in the 

Barivmhsn . This river a.s the name sugg.·sts nuty han• been L·c.rmevtl'd with 

the land of the Audumbaras. It has been ident.ilil'Ll by H. N. Puri wiLh a small 

j.rihuta.ry joi·ting tho river Beas nt>ar Gurudasj'\ll'no. 

(6) Trident with axe : The trisiila was rl"ganl· ,d as n sa cr. ·d symbol not only 

by the Hindu~ but also by the Buddhists (cf. th·-~ carl~.- BuddhH art Sanchi, 

Bharhut etc.) and the JaiiUl (of. the sculptures found at Kn.nlmli-tila 

MNot only o.ncier;.t Imliam;, but poo_pkfl of many parts of tho anPient world 
v01wratccl huliH. Ji'o1· i11stuuce, tlw IIellPnie gocl Dionysus in EnropPnn folklore 
iH somotimC'R soon ropreRontccl n.s 1t hnll nne! this form or thl' God wn~:~ an 
"oxprcf:IMion for his ehnmdor as a llt·1·ty of' vogetnt.ion RIWtially ns tl11• hull is a 
common cmbolliment of corn-spirit in Nort.horn l~uropc·," Golden Baugh 
(St. Martin's Library), pp. 513, ()l l. 

r.uoASH, XIV, p. l:lG • 

o7J RASE, Num. Snppl., l!l3G, p. Gl. 
r.srv. 2. 71; II, 287. 
r.oc!mpt.c·r 81 167, L. !)()11, 

ooJPP, p. 71. For thn tributary SI'C' Imperial Gazetteer, At.lcu-1. 
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ncar }[athura.). Hc'rc, howcvPr, tlw symbol stands for the grc1ot god 

Siva.. In the drawing of CmL1 ingham wo fi. trl a shaft; ~urmonHtccl hy a 

wheel instead of the tri.~ii.ln as well as a sua-sWw on a pillar t.o t.ho loft; ?f the 
tempb. But on the coins of the Irippal find the tri, lent is cl()::tr awl in some 

cases it is markecl with a flying bmmer. 

Considering tri.fulct as the tribal insignia, S. K .. Chukra.Lortty writes : 
"Tri/;iilci is the special wcr.pun of Siva and is fomul in Vimalm (i. c. in l~wlra-
varmi'i's coi;.s) awl Awlumbara •:oins ........ in the Awlumbara. coin the trirlont 

is highly elaborate a,Hl is pcl"haps tho figure of their standard........ 0~1 

o:::casions the national standanls of the tribes figure ill their .coins. The 

Audumbams appear to be very fond of their tribal insignia anrl three cliffemnt 
varieties a.ro employecl by them. The symbol on the reverse of tho Visviimitra 
type coin to the left of the udumbara tree is a triclent-battlc-axo--a trisula 

and axe combi'lecl. The same symbol is founrl on tho reverse of a hrmiclraehm 
of Zoilus. "r.t 

On the reverse of tho Aurlumbara. coin of the 'Elephant: Temple' type, a 

pillar is shown on each side of the temple. Th•J one o ·1 the left has a svastika 

o·1 it and the ohjcrt which surmounts the pillar to the right seems to bo <t wheel 

with 'penclant garlanrls'. Accor,ling to Cmmingham tho wheel represents the 
Dharmachctkra.G2 There is no rloubt that the symbols anrl the temple invest 
the type with a religious character. 

(7) Pointed roofer! temple : Tho object which appears on the square coppor 

coins ami the silver coin of Dharaghosha was des<,ribcrl b.v Cunningham as a 

pyramir1al temple of two or three storeys, the lower storey boing supporter! 011 

four or six pillars04 '. Allan clescribes it aA a 'two storied cloomecl stupa 'M 

whilo K. P. Jayaswal took the building as a 'mote ball or some other public 

building' of the tribe66 • 

As regai"ds this shrine, Mr. S. V. Sohoni has rlrawn our attention to the 
third act of the Pratimiinii!nkam of BhrLSa07

• In that act Prince Bharata looking 

out for a s~itable resting place boforc entering Ayoclhya :1otices a temple at a 

distance without a weapon (pra!tara~wm) or banner (dhvnjn) outside as an 
emblem of the rleity worshipperl inside. Bhiisn. thus refers to a rustom of placing 

some object outsicle a tunple to symbolise the gorl worshipped in it. The 

temple on the Awlumbara coin shows a dhvnjn and trident, and, battle-axe 

a10p. Cit, pp. 61-62. 
620ASR, XIV, p. 136; also CAl, p. 66. 

eaoASR, XIV, p. 136; ah~o CAl, p. 66. 
"~CAl, p. 6(). 

s"Op. Cit, pp. 1 ~2ff. 
66HP, p. 161. 

61JNSI, Yol. IV, p. 56. 
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(pralutrct~uun) awl on that. groUJull\lr. Sohoni (Onducles that it. must have been 

a Saivite temple. He further suggests that the familiarity of the Indians with 

the cady Homan temple coins through trade led to the adoption of this type. 

A. S. Altekat·, whilo commenting on Sohoni 's view, refers to a parallel furnished 
by a GctrurJadhvajn in front of tlw temple of Viiswleva which was erected by 
Hcliodorus, the Greek ambnssa<lor at Vi•lis:i., lowar(ls the encl of the second 
century B. C., the approximate time of the our coins. J. N. Banerjca endorses 
the view of Sohoni and describes the temple as "n Sa.iva shrine with double 

domes a1Hl multiple pillnrs".68 

Thus it appears to be almost etrtain that the strudure ropresonted on the 

Audumbarn. l:Oins stantls for a ,;hl'in•J. \Vhile referring to the coins of the 

Irippal find, R. D. Banerji 1:ointetl out. that the lmilcling appearing on those 

coins is a three-storeyed one mul slightly different in shape from that appearing 

011 Cunningham's coin69• In any case, the building rna_)' regankll as one of the 

oarlicst rcpre,entations of a wcll-developL·d ten1-ple mol•-.1. A. K. Coomara· 

swamy descl'ibes the buildings on tho Au•lumbam coins "stru·:tural shrines or 

pavilions"' 0 • In this connection, he refers to tho pavilion with a double-orna· 

mented plinth and enshrining figure::; of Skan<la, Visiikha and :Mahiisena to be 

found on a coil) of Huvishka71 . 'rho ~\.mlumhara coin.-; are, however, prior to 

the coin of Huvishkr.. Renee th<:'y arc impo:tant for supplying u-; with the 

ea.rlie:;t representation,; of the an.·it.nt Intliun t•.'tn~Jlcs. 

The shrines appearing on th:; .. :\lttlumbara cohs seem ll) have constitucd the 

proto-type of thcPallava rallw8, a suggc_•::;tion whieh is hase!l on the view of S. K. 
Saraswati whid1 fincls the rcscmblan:.;e hct\\·cen the Piil'\'ali temple at Niichnii. 

Kuthiim, tho L'ic,l Khiin, the Kon~ Go li a ncl ilw Mq,'lll i tt-mplcs at Aiho!c etc. 

on t.hc one hancl awl the storcyc:l pavilio·1s of !he Auclumbara coins on the 

othori2• The Au(lmnbara strnctur"s have ccr~ain charaetcristi•·s which are 

commonly asso.·ia.tc1l wil h tlw Driivi(la. temple style as k'.O\I't~ latPr times. 

(8) Figure of Visviimilrn : Cun11ingham clcscrib~s the figure on !he silver 

coin of Dharghosha as that of Siva• 3 • But it will be more appropriate to take 
tho figut·e as that of VisviimiLm :;ince the name of the :;ago is given i.1 the coin­

leger.d. He was iillleml the 'patl'O \saint' of tho tribe with which his connection 

has been alreatly shown to have cxiste( l from litcrar,\' L·vidcnee. 

nsciJIS, p. 7\J!J. 

GDQp. cit, P· :HH. 

70HJl ;1, p. 45. 
71Jbid, p. 4g, 
72SE, p. 533. 
' 30;1/, p. ()1. lk J. N. Hawl'j·a (Dl-II, p. l~l) dtsl'rib.s the figur,) as Siva­

Vi.~vi'lmitra, taking Visviimit.ra. 11'> ono or the appll!h~tiort~ of 8ivtL. 'J'hou~,;h the 
tncll'nt nntl Lattlo ax,: on tht· r,•vl'm,• shows :-laiva affiliation of tlw tribP, 
in tho light of Visviimitra'H connl'ction with _the 1criumbnm th,. figur0 concl'rned 
appears to be that of Visviimitra an!l not of 8iva. 
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(9) As rcgnrds thn symb,.,ls -¥ and ~ (see coins of elat:il:i III), it 

may be nutod that. lJuth ,f th' .m uc:cur in t.l;e Paiichii..\a s"ric.s (CCBJirl, pp. cxviii­
cxix, HJ2~20-!). Th: form-Jr symbol u.pp·)ar:-:1 al:-;o on som•) coins founcl at 
Ayodhii (CCB.!YI, p. 1:~3) and on a class of Ku•Jinda <:oinu (CCB11f, pp. Pl, 

159-67). The symLul :t 1::; uudouutudly <L variety of tln wdl k!wwn 

or V whieh was d•:seribcd by Prins· 'P a::; a J aywlhvajn (:>eo J ASB, 

IV, p. 628). Elsewlv:rc we have tried to explain the nature of the symbols 

v 
I and ,. ThCJ naturt~ of th·~ JH''~s ·nt symbol charn.cturis·)d by two 

hooks hdnw is difficult to be :.:xplai.wd. Probably it abo t• .. pr<·t~•·nts q. 

Jayadhvnjn; or lik') Svastilrrt ;,mlmany otho· symbols it is invcst_d with some 

rdigious :-:~ignificance. Equally difficult is to c:xplain the natur.- uf the other 

symbol ~ which may be described al:i a Br.'L-hmi .11! with two h·JOks below, 

Allan has rdraintd himself from making any attempt to explain these two 

symbols. As to tho other two symbol W and ·o· , it may b'J observed 

that th•: lattr:r symbol is probLbly a solar on) while tho form• .r is the well­

known nnndipadct symbol, n.nd thus both of th'Jlll app;.;u to have had rdigious 

signifi.ca tion. 

Foreign I ~~flncnce on the Audumbctra Coins 

As re~ar.ls the cxteJ<t of the foreig.t i·tflucnc0 on t-ho Aurlumhara ··oins, it 
may be m·-ntionccl that- this can he Loti!'crl ouly on the silver <:oins of Dhara­
gho:;ha a 1 •. 1 ::'tlah:idcva. The inllncn•·e of foreign metrology on these ('Oins is 

shown by the fa· t :hat they eonfonn J•lOre to the weight-stawlarcl of tho lJHlo­

Greek coi11s whith is of ,10 grains th;:.n to the iwligenous m·a:mrc whHt is of 

56 grainB.7·1 As for ex1.mple, the silver coins of }fahii leva (Class :!, Vat'iiJtics 

A anrl B) weigh 3:3 an1l :IL grains while thos•~ of Dharaghoslm (Class 2, 
Variety C) weigh 37.:3 (CCB.ilf) and 43.7 (C'C'P.ilf) grain:;, Tluu; the weights of 

thr· silver coins of th'~ Auclnmh;.ras, var,\'iug from 31 to-!:~ grains, may be taken 

to have eon forme,] tu the weight-standard of I he Ind()-Greck f'OiJLs. Lt reganl 

71Th.. lat.r· Gr··c·l\ kings HH' •l wl;at i..; knowu ns the I ndo-1'•-r::>ian w. ·ight­
standarrl of 86" 45 grains. The lnmi•lrachms of thr.~ Imlo-Gre• k kings w'-·igh 
F;uhitantiall y th·· half ,,fa l'l'rsia.n siglos of 86 · 45 gr<ti•ts, or p·Thaps do little 
1--ss, th. av."·rag.: b.·in!:(, say, -!0 grain~. Tlh~ Iwlo-Persian w.·ight ~tandarcl of 
40 gmi1~s ~tclopt ·cl hy tlw Iwl•,-Grc.·. k kings infltwnecd the winage of the rulers 
or trib ·s who c:am" aft ·r tlwm. 
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to devices, it may be seen that the figure of Visviimitra on the silver coins of 

Dharaghosha boars a ~trong rcsemblnnr!C to Hercules crowning himself ns found 

on the hemidrachms of Lysias; the club ho.s rlisappen.red but the lion-skin is 

present. Besides, the l'oin itself o.lso shows 'unmistakable foreign influence· 
from the standpoint of fabric. A tou.~h of foreign influen•·e is also disecruible 
in the adoption of the attributive cpit.het like raJaraja (raja.riija) by Mahiidcvn 

on coins of Clast-~ 2. Besides the Indo-Bo.otrinn influence the Scythian in­
fluence on HOffill Aurlumbarn. coins may n.lso be noticerl; us for example, one may 

finrt out n resemblance hetween the standing poses of Po.llo.s '-rho holds 

thunrlcrbolt. in right and nogis in left hand on n coin of Azilises (Numis-matic 
Chronicle 1890, pl. X, 5a) n.iHl of Visvii.mit.ra on the silvet· ~oins of 

Dharaghosha, though the figure of the latter lnuks like thn.t of :\ Hage. 

l'olitical Condition of the Audum.brtrrt8 

Th~· t•arly history of the Audumbaras is oxtremdy ob.-;curt". Prz.yluo~ki, 

however, conjecture~ that tlwy had to bt~nr the brunt uf th· Aryan aggression, 

a.'> n. rep,ult of which ,,vnnt thert: w.~s a. divisio!l among thr> tribe.71 According 

to him, the Mahiibhiiraln refers to the Adumbaras of the Punjab whih, th•· 

aut.hors of tlw i'tfahc"imriyiirl, the Mc"irkmJ(_lcyu Pnrii1.1.a and the Brihat.~ruilhitn 

intonded t.. imply thl• Southm·n OdumbJra.;, Tt is true' Lhat avo ibbl · 

l1vidcnco, numismo.ti<- ns well ns lit1·rnry, t.ends to show that thoro Wl'l"t• more 

tlu\n ont· sccti"n of tho Audumbn.rt1"', speei~tlly when Plin:-• plaet•s the Od•Hn­
beorea on tho m .. uth of tlw Indus (sop fn. 15). Rut th·· suiJposi,ion of tht• 

division of tlw tribe· du•.· to the Ary <111 n.; he:... i.; lnn·,·ly l'•lllj•!r·tural. The 

literary refcrenc s to the Audumbara.s, on wh:ch Pfl.yluski ba•;l·.: his view, a.rl' 

much late•· ~hun the time of tlw Aryan infilLra.tion in the Punjab. In the 

time "r tlw 8a.trtpatha Brii.hmrr1,w, i. e. in about th·· oighth cen~ury B. C., n.s 

we havo tried to ~how bet'ot•c, lhc Audumbara.s might have eil!eted probably 
as member of tho Sal ,·a group. Bu~ therl· i'i no evidence to suppose that the 

Sii.lvas or the Andumbara~ w..t·f: attacked by tho Aryans a.~1d Wl·re, hence, divided 
into two groups. The Audumbarn.s o.pp mr .• san indepen I •nt t.rib~1 not earlier 
than tho time of the Gc&~w.pc'itlut i. e, aboat th') fifth oontmy B. C. ln shorl. 

nothing definite can he Hltid about the narly history of the Audumbn.ras. 

Numismo.tic evidence showtl that the tribe must hn.ve Msnrtod its indepen­

dence nnd formed a. ~;·.·pn.rato :;tn.tC'I in about the second ct>ntury B. C. ThnH 

what happened to the Audumbara.s betw1wn the fifth and tht~ ~-:econd centuries 

B. C. is at present unknown. 

In this connection, howcwor we ma.)" rofor to u. thoory of T1trn7D. Accordin.ii 

to him, Monander, an fndo-Groek King of the second contmy B. C., extended 
his dominion not only up to the Pttnj&b but also np to Mathn.-a. Tarn bolievoll 

74a.. APP, p. 24. 

naBI, pp. 238-40. 
' 



22 The Audumbaras 

that. -enc of K1tlindrene referred to b.>' PLolemy marki it as a Greek provinee and 

ho think:.! further that Ptol-~my locatn.i tho Kulindrcno, in 'tho OppeL' B•l ·,s, 
Sutloj, Jumn:1 and the GangllS'. Kuliwlrene is obviously connected wi.h Kulind 

of Indian ~·ources. On tho provenance of their coins. the K,l!).indas aro 
a:;signcd to the upper Beas and Sutlej. Fmm these arguments Tarn infer. t.hat 
the Kulindrene-Ktu:tindas thus l:ving <>Offi'.JWhere between West P<tnj~tb and 
~!a.thura were under the Indu-Gn••. k r:!le; iiienander. Tarn further concLde·; 

that th•; Audumbaras, th~ findspots of whoso el)in.; would placo them on tho 

Upper Beas ;mel so i,1 a turrito;·y co11tig.wus to that of the Kur:tindJ.:i, weru u.l.,o 

under the same Indo-Greek ruler. 

Even if for the sake of argument wo do not deny the fea-,ibility of tht> 
theory of the ext•m :ion of M·mand•}r';; umpi ·c up to Mathura, it is extromdy 

difficult to pruvc on th•l basi;; of Ptolemy's ovidenco that it Pmbra.ced the whole 
tefritory to the south of t' e Himalayas s\rt..:tclliug from the P ·njab to 

l\Ia.thura. A. K. Nara.in ho,s ~.hown that tho placo-namcs ending in -ene in 
Ptolemy's Geography do not ncccs~ar,ly indicate them as appellations for Greek 
p.-ovineefl. 7 6 1\foreovur, Ptolemy has never CXj!licit·y st·:~.ted or implied t'm~ 

his ~dea of Kulindreno was ba ed on o.n information gathNod in the period of 
Memmcler. Hence it c .. nnot bo p~ovcd that the KuQinrhs and thu Audamban.s 

living in the Himalayan r• :gion were subjug'l.tod by M :nancbr. In fact, wo 
have coin.~ of the tr; b<Js assign Lble to the S'Jcond c :ntry B. C. and not to tho 
first century B. C. as Tarn h lli· :Yes. Thus tha Aud;Jmb tra'l and KuQindas 

rHled independ· ntly in a century w 1ich saw th0 ris·J of M :Iiander and m tin­

ta.ined the:r nd p•md nee prtlba.bly t II tho ond of tho first contury A. D. Wh. ,11 

did th· y disapp ar from th : stag ' of history is not known at pro:s :nt.76a. 

As rcgar ls h . form of the government Jf th·: Au:lumbaro. :, i .othi: 1g (·au 

I.e sail witlt (·~tn.inty. J ayaswal holls that ~ho tribe was a rcpubli no1 o. te 

a. •·! it "hacl an cle tive king.n o.~e must take note in this lO:~.etti .. n of 
the exprcs .ion raila i.:l the kgcit•l 'Maha(lo:vasa ra?ia Siva ln.sasa 0 ~uLari a'. 

This may mean that the l~a.ler hip of the tribe was a sumo l by Si,·a ·.i.sa. 

'\'{hat is diffL ult to explain i.1 thi<J ca. :o is the signifi an. c of thl; worJ 

'}fahiideva'. A!lan rem&rks that the wor1l is u·ed as a regal title; at. tho 

same timo he also . a•r I hat it may have bec11 the name of a r I r especially 

when we h:we a sil,-,,r · oi '· bearing it.78 P. L. Gup;a, however, does 

not accept the \n ·r ~ 'Ma.ha~lcva' as used in the seJ:se of a rrgal title on the 

gr .. un I that a.J expr •. s io:1 u h a» this appliad to the god Siva f'oull 1.ot have 

been use l bv a tribal I a ler. 79 Stres:-ing tho occuremc of repre .. enta.timts 

In}(}, P• :•~. 
7&a. Altek~r's suppo ition that the A11dumbaras eventually m~rgr·d in tho 

Madra repu bhc (The V akataka Gupta Age, p. 3l) lacks positivo ev1d•m.:o. 
770p. cit, (third edition) pp. 153-54. 

TBOp. cit, p lxxxiii 
~eop. cir, p. 204. 
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of n temple n.n1 trident P'·~uliar to Siva, he suggests "that the W•>rd 

Mahiidova refers here t n grd ~ivn. himscl!f. " 30 Sivnrliisa \: coin, therefore, shows _ . 
. that tho eoin bclongeJ to god Siva, to kli1g Sivaclii~ (or others) !l.nll to the 

tribt· Aurlumbura. In his opinion this i:tterpreta.tiun is supported bJ; the Jeg.,nd 
Bhagavata Mahadevasa.81 A:; roga.rcls thb legend, Gnpta rejects A.ll~~,n's 

view th~~,t it mcD, .. B 'uf l\Iahii:leYu, the wor:--hipp--r uf Bhagavnt' and him;,Jf 
suggest~ that it sh,.ulcl be takell a>< meoning 'of the r.lmighty l\IahiidoYa, the 
Idng of l{illg-; ·. L1 thi1:1 co:lJle<;tioH he point:; om that l hough trL:d.ti:>e.:> on 

andcnt Indian polity are not u ware of thu rule in the nn.mo ,,f any gucl, t'oius, 
ill fn."t, were is:uucl by tho Kuoindas and the Yaudheyas in the names uf 

their respeclivo prcshliag Llcities. 8~ The eom·cpti,m of u polity iu whil!h tho 
n 1lor is consi,lercd as a 'mere agent of hi~ gou' was !UITent. To sum up, 
therefore, the tribal organisation of the Audumbaras does no~- appear to be 
a republican government. Wo may believe ihat the tribe had some form 
oftheocr.,tic government on the lines of those obtaining among r- rtain contem­

poraneous trib- s suc·h us the Km;~.iudas. Thc1 pra·:lice (lf cleJicating the 
st,,te to a god anJ its government being carried on by a hr~ma.n agent is thus­

shown to have been current among some tribes of ancient Ind.ia. 'l'hc Siso· 
diya Riil}.ii.s of Udaipur and the rulers of Trnvanrore were found to have a 
similar institution amongst them until reecnt times. 

Religious and Economic conditions of the Audumbaras 

The coi.J:s of the Au lumbaras that bear the clevice of a structure along 
with a trident and a ba_tle-axe rna)· afford some h· lp in this Wlltrovd-sial 
matter. As wo have already shown, the 8 ru ture may signify a Saivite 
temple. The trillent an l th·, batt}. -axe, the former being a special w. upon 

of.Siva, an l tho Humes of th•: issu,~rs of wins su.:h as·Sivnliisa and Rudra­
d.U.: a, are tlcar.y in li. ative of the Saiva affiliation uf the Au.Jumbn.rns. The 
.;oins tim~ b·mr the fi;;urc Jf a bull als J point to the samJ l:Ondusio:1, for the bull 
probably stan ls for NanLli, the viiltana of Siva.. This combined symbol, i.e., 
th·: tri.lcnt and the bat:Ie-nxe appc!W's somelim• s wi.h Siva on the reverse 
'Of thJ coins of Vem'L Ka lphises, the lcgcnl on tho rev.)rs' of whoso coins 
is: Maharajasa rajatiraja VimaKathphisasa or maharajasa rajatirajasa sarva­

loga iooarasa mahisvarasa V ima,..Kathphisasa tratara.B3 The same symbol is also 

seen 011 the coin;:~ of Vasudeva and Vasu an 1 it is to be noted that when , 
- Samudragupta issued coi..i1s in imitation of the ct.ins of t.he lato Kushiir;tas, 

he changed that symbol an1 in~rolucel the Garu~a symbol peculiar to the 
VaishJ}.ava faith. Th· • r,pl.:.cement of the hill symbol with a crescent above, 
possibly a Saiva. one, by the Garut;l.a syu;bol on Chanrlragupta II's 

HOfbid. 

81/bid. 
~If bid. 

ssocPM,Vol. I, pl. XVII, 36. • 
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silver coins, struck in imitation of the coins of those of the Western Satrapq 
may be cited here as a parallel iustance. In short, the available evirlone" 
is enough to justify the inference that the Audumharas, at least a section of 
them, professed the Sn.iva faith.s 1 

The Audumbo.ras were advantageously situater\ on the great route of 
commerce which through Sii.kala, Agrodo.ka ancl Rohitnka ran frrm Tn.ksha­
silii to the Gangetic valley. Tt was u routt~ from l\Iagaillla to Kiismir.86 

Besides, their territory stoo::l. on tho opl·nings c,f l':leveral Himalayan vnlloys 
serving as natural intermediaries between tit.:; m mnt.1ins and ! he planes. 
It is to be noted that Pnthankot where a number of ·~oins of the tribe were 
found, being th~ junc·tio:t of the •:ommercial routes from Chamba, Nurpur 
and Kangra, was an important.• c:ommercial ecntre.80 J. Przylu~ki relating 
the story of the cloth of Kodumbara as found in ><orne ancit:Jit tcxt.H lik•J the 
the Milinda Panho an•L the Ve.9santara ./ iitaka., has ntternptecl to show that 
the Udumbaras or the Awlumbaras thrivecl for their t.racle in this type of 
precious cloth.s7 The Aurlnmharas may lmve grown prosperous through till' 
sale of woollen goods manufactured uy them in the markets of the plaius. 
Pa.thankot if-' still a well-known eontre fo:· t.hc produetio11 of woollen gooch.: 
and shn.wls.R8 The ecoJwmi;o affluence of th<> Auclumlmro.s i~ n.IHo attcs!ecl by 

Buddhist text- like I he Vinaya (viz.. tlu· st~l:tiilll ro.llctl Chnllvo.ggn.). The 
silver coins of the tribe, though not many i11 number, abo ~-<how tlutt ~lwy 

were one of thoso few uncie·tt Indian tribcH i~suing t-ilver coin1:1, whoHt' finttncia.l 
position mn.y be presnnwd to hn vo been Aonnd. 

Ethnology of the Audumbat·a.~ : 'l'hci1· 80Cial position 

Though K. P. Jaya,.;wal811 tak('~ mo<t of the repuhlic::tn peoples of the 

Punjab and Sind on tlw basis of the cvirlenl·(• of the Greek author.~ as belon!fit1g 
to the "perfect anrl pure Aryan typP 11£ thP H inr[u ". it is clifficmlt, howover, 

R·IJ. Przylusld in his Lu. Leyende del' Hmperor -A8oka (p. 10-6(i) baH, how,·v .. 1·, 
Hhown that the mPrchants of nnf'iPnt India co11tributcd in tll'· cliff"usion of thr 
Buddhism along the gr. at eommcrcio.l rout H of India, notably on thr rontl' 
which ran from the· lower valley of th" Gangc·s to Kiismir, through Mathurii. 
According to him, bl'for,· the bc·gim.ing of thr: Christian '>ra "th · eapital of th-~ 
Auclumbaras a.nrl tht' c:ity of Aggalapura wr rt~ recognil:lc d as eitadels of 
Buddhism in the north-w.·st rn regions". (APP, p. 1~.). Furth1T hq conjec· 
turcs that the word Me~uf.hnka of the Divyiivndana, rorr. sprmding t.o M· nrlaka 
in Pali, which mcam; 'ram' may r..Jcall 'Aja · (whirh m· a.ni:' he-goat) of th<· 
name of Ajamitra. a king of the Aurlumbaras (Ibid, p. ] 2;~7). Bnt hera it -
may b3 mentioned that Ajamitra is the Prakrit from of Sanskrit Aryamitra. 
So far as the eoinll at·,. ;:on··,.rncd they rlo not rdleo·t the a:ffiiiation of theil' 
issuers to Buddhism. 

80APP, p. 12. 
880/, cf. Pathankot. 
870p. ci', pp. 13ff. 
SBGJ, cf. Pathnnkot. 

• 18HP, p. 188. 
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to describe with any certainty the Auc1unibaras as ru0h. Jaya!nvaJ's view 
umy hold goo:l a.s to the peuple like the Arjnnayana.s and the Salai1kayanas, 
their names being "proof positive of orthodox origin", but tho Audmn:bO:rns 
n.ppenr to stand on a different ctlmic scale. With the help of li~gtiistic 
cviuence, Przyluski attl:'mpts to determine the ethnic origin hf the Auduin­
baras. Ho says : "Udmnba.rrt, Sanskrit name of Ficus glorrierafa, become, part 
of a numerous series of wor,ls borrowad by tho Indo~Aryan from the Ausfro-. 

Asiatic. Udumbnrct mem'R at the s\me time, n. cOlmtry cf the Ptmjab and 
the inhabitants of this rc,gion. " 90 The word kodmnbara, the name of 1\ variety 
of woollen goods, was also the name of the people who mn; ufactur,xl the 

tissues. U dumbara, Odwnbnm, Kodmnbara may be thus regar led us variants 
of the same name, applied to an Austro-Asiati<: race in North.!ll To Przylu"ki, 
these people, etlmically non-Aryan, appear to have been th<' speakers of an 
Austro-A."iatic In.ngungc,92 who, according to Herodotus,D:J were neither Aryans 

nor Dravidians. Przyluski has placed them particularly in the marshy regions 

where Pliny later on locatecl a people called the Oclombeores, presumably 
a section of the Auclumbarn.s who migratecl from the north to Kachh on the 
scacoa.st.9

·
1 In this connection it may be added that the name of the Adamvira 

or Admera section of the Johiya Rajputs in the Punjab is rominiscont of the name 

of tlw Audnmbarns.95 In tho modern <'ommm;it.y of the Gujrnti Brahmins of tho 
Andumbaru. cu.stc nJso the name of the tribo u.ppeu.rs have been survived. 

Pr:r.yh1Rki is of tho opinion tho.t tho Imlo-AryanH had ponctmtccl into tho 

centre of the Austro-Asiatic masses and procccclccl slowly towur<ls the ::;outh­
east a11d he is thus almost certa,in of the ethnic o.ffiliation uml the language 
of the Audumbaras. According to him, the Audumbaras had "elose affinites with 

the Kol populations (or Muncla) \vho even to this day subsist in Chhotono.gpur 
region". But it is risky to settlo the question of thuir ethnology on thf' ba~<is 

of a worcl or two. It _is p,1ssible to answer such questions with the help of 
numismatic and other evidences of more reliable nature. 

Like the view of Jayaswal, the theory of Przyluski is also of the nature 
of a hypothesis and therefore cannot be accepted as certain. The history of 

the Audumbaras is, however, to be deduced from their associd-tion with Sivaus 

DOQp. cit, p. 22, 

OlJbid.. 
02lbid. 
l!anr. ·98-102. 

D4See Supra, fn. 15. 
U6QAGI, p. 281. 

' 

96Siva by the· first century B. C. when the Auclumbaras flourished, was 
incorporated into the Brahmanical pantheon as a result of an amalgam . of the 
Vedic Rudra and the non-Aryan Siva of. Siva.-Pa.supa:ti ou o. Mohen]o-clo.ro 
seal. 

10 
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and from references to them in early Brahmanical texts as well as from tho 
distribution of their coins and their peculiarities. On the basis of available 
evidence it appears that the AuflumbaraR, cvPn if they were foreigners, were 
absorbed in the Indian popula~ion with the passage of time and became 
fully Hinduised. Pataiijali's rAcrem·e07 to the Udumbnras (a variant of 
the AudumbaraR) together with the Bodhas as belonging to the Kshatriy<t 
.gotrt~, is a positive point in thi8 direction. 

' 

97
II. 4. ~8. . Bodhas belonged to the Salva group and lived somewhere in 

the ea.stern d1strwt_ofthe Punjab, cf., IPP p. 75. 



APPENDIX 

The Vemakas 

One coin definitely belongs to the Vemakas. lt is a round silver coin a.nd belongs 

t.o the Lahore Museum (Western Punjab) 1• Bc:.-_gJlJ2 wns the first to rend the name 
T'cmaka in the coin-legend which hns been generally accepted. 'There is another 
(•oi 11 which is of coppcl' m:d square (not traceabll' nt prcsc1 t), origirally !~oticcd 
by Rodgers and wror:gly at.trilmlul by him to Ecrmnn1~, moy also be 2,.,:.;:gncd 

to the same people3 • Its type and fnbric arc common to those of the Luhore 

Museum spocimcn which bears the legend Vonakisct (or Vamakisa). The 

(('<Tend on the former, as rend by Allan, is l'am aka-J>a-JJCU:a. 
0 • 

The first coin, i.e._ the silver coin "wns found in a field nonr Jwalamukhi in 
eompany with three silver pieces of the Kul).indng and 28 Philopator 

hemidrachms of Apolloclotus~ ". Tk~ pro\'enance of the secm:d coin is not very 
certain, but a.s Allan informs us, it "came from the Pur:j 11b, probably from 
the Hoshiarpur district" .6 Thus the two coins eo me almost. from the same locality 
where the habitat of the people may lw looked for. 

If the copper coin can be definit<'ly attributed to the Vemakas, it will be seen 
that they like some of their neighbour~ issued both silver ar:d correr coirs. Cqpu 
was commonly issued by most of the tribes and it would be rnthH umu:.unl if 

coinuge of the Vemakas was ~onfiued to silwr alone. The two coins may be 
taken as representing two different clas~es, based on differences in shape, legend 
and metal. 

CLASS l 

(Silver, round) 

Obverse : Bull right, lotus in front. Legend in Kharoshthi : 
Rana Vemaki.>a Rudr(warma.sa mjayata. 

Re\'erse : Elephant right with uprnised trunk, trident with RXC' on left. 

Legend in Briihmi : Rii.jiio Vemakisa Rudrava,'fna.sa vijayakn U). 
N. B.-CUJmingham rend Raj11a. illstead of Raila. on the obverse. Whitehead 

aecepts his reading, CCP.M, p. 167. The reading vijayaJ.a on the obwrse fiU[gest­
ed by Cunningham, Rapson and others is accepted by Allan in the text of his 

Ca.talogue (p. 125), but in the Intmd1tction of the snme work, he proposcfl to read 

vijayaya instead of vijayata and ~nys that vijayaya. is n Prakrit cquindcnt of 

vijctyaka (occurring in the Brahmi legend), which is an ndjcctive mcnnii'g '\icto­

rious'. op. cit., pp. lxxxv-lxX-"\.\·i. Allan correctly reads Vemakisn in the lnlro­
ductiuu of his Catalogue, p. Ixx:>..\'. 

tCC.'PM, p. 167, Pl. XVI, No. 137. Also CCBM, p. 125, Pl. XIV, 1:1. 
zJ R IS 1900, p. 419. HiA ··o:·,(ling wr,H :-.ccoptcd l1y R.pson who ol'sorved 

tlmt V c;naki st!\ndH for V airnaki, ibid, p. 429. 
:JCCBJl, p. 280. Pl. XLV, 14. Tt mr-.y l~u not.od horu th· .t thu eorroct furm of 

tho trill:-.! nun:o is Vemaka :>nd not Vamaka, JNSI, Vol. XXIV, p. H. 
t(]Al, p. 67. 
accBM, p. cliv and fn, 2. 
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CLASS 2 

(Copper, square) 

Obverse: Elephant right, t.A.J behind. legend in Brii.hmi : ·o· 

Vemakajana;padasa. 

Reverse : Buli Left, and w ·o· and ~ above. 

N. B.-Allan tries to read Raja before V-mak-naparasa, but is not very 
sure as to his reading, for he says that what he reads as Raja "may, however. 
be a nandipada," op. cit., p. cliv. On the analogy of Rii.janya, Sibi and Trigartn 
coin-legends, it appears that the legend on the present coin iH most probably ·vema­
kajanapadasa. The coin does not bcr.r any Kharoshthi legend and hence the side 
with the Brahmi legend hM bP.en taken as obverse. 

Rudrava,wui, the rukr of the Vemaka tribe 

Cunningham6 _and Whitehea.d7 attribute the coin of Rudrava.rmii. to the Audum. 
bara.s. Allans also subscribes to their view. In the words of Allan11 : "His 
(Rudravarmil's) types are those of Mahiideva, except that the elephant is to the 
right. The elephant and trident with axe on handle again tmggest the attribution 
to the Audumbara dJilasty'' In other words, Allan attributes the coin to the Andurn. 
baro.s mainly on the ground of typological resemblance. As regards the second 

coin, Allan is not quite certain about its attribution and he concludes it in the Jist 

of 'uncertain coins'. But he seems to be in favour of ascribing it to the Audun1• 

bara.s since it bears the figures of a bull and an elephant which are found a]P.O on 
the coin of Rudravo.rmii. and on the silver coins of Mahiideva of the Audumbo.rn 
series. Besides, according to him,10 the legend V-mak (-)(-) napapasa: Vema~~a 
-••would Ruggest a further link with Rudravaraman and the Audumbaras. '' 

Apparently on the ground of the typological similarity bewceen the coin of 
Rudravarmii. and the coins of Mahadeva of the Audumbaras, Rudravarma may 

be said to have belonged to the Audumbara tribe. But n very important point 

needs to be considered here. Tho coin in question exprcBS)y sta~s that Rudra­

varmii. was a Vema.ki (Vemakisa Rudravarmasa). And if Odu(m)ba¥i appearing 

on the coins of the Audumbaras means 'a ruler of tho Od.umbara. tribe', Vcmaki 

should likewise mean 'ruler ofthc Vemaka tribe' in which cn.se Rudravarmii. would 

60AI, pp. 66, 68, PI. IV, 6. 
70p. cit., p. 167. 
80p. cit., p. lxxxv. 
8lbid. 
IOJbid., p. o)iv. 
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appear to have 11ol'l1 a ruler of tho Vemaka tribe and not of the Audumb~ 
(Odumbara.). lt. C. Kar hns. therefore, rightly attributed tho silver coin of 

Rudrn.varmrL deseribcn aboYo t0 a tribe called the Vcmakaa.11 

TIL~ po:;sibility ofRudravnrmii's affiliation to a. tribe other than the Audum­
ha.ras wn...'! also point.cd out by Alhm nncl Rapson. Allan takes Vemaki as pro­
pr(•senting "::m ot.herwi:;o lmknown family of the Audumba.ras,13 while Ra:pson1~ 
observe~; that ''n. pPople of this name seems not to be known from any otheJ 

source". A glance at old literary texts will show that the word Vemai;G is not a 

rare one. 

The word l'cmaka in San:-ll,rit which etymologically me.ans 'wee.ver' (E>ee Monie.'l·­

Wiliiams, SaHskrit-E1•']l-ish Diclim~ary, p. 1013) appears a.s the name of a sage 
in the II arivn1hsaH u.nrl Brahmnpurii>.w1> whose wifu brought up the Ka.urava 
king, Aj1Lpiirsvn, tho great. grand-son of Janameja.ya Parikshit. As the e>ide.nee 
of tho coins shows, Vema.ka, stands for J. tribe. l.n this cmmcction one may refe:r 

to tho JI a-habhiirata.1 ~ whcn·in a Jleop\e called the Vaiyii.mo.kas (in some editions 
y 11iramaka.) is mentioned along with the Audumbara.s and the Da.rva.s, Kii.Smiraa, 

Triga.rtt11s and other trib06. The name V a,ircimalca also occurs in the M aM-· 

mayii.ri.n Attention may also be drawn to the commentary of Bbo.~ta Utpa.la. on 

uJHQ, Vol. XX, pp. 59 62. R. D. B[!.nerji first oxprossed douhts 2.8 to the 
attribut>ion of coins of Riur;'.Y<·.rmft, M·thimit.<!., Bhanumit~, Vir.Ly<•.Sr.s, and 
Vris~n:ti to the Anclnmbp,r:-.s. As rogr.rds the coins of Mu.himit?. ~nd Bhii.numita 
tl{oy h:.wo boon nttributlld by liS to the Au dum bu.rr.s on grounds sta.ted bofore: 
p. 15. For R.. D. Banor,ii'H viow, JA.SB, 1914. Nnm. Suppl., p. 248. 

12Qp. cit., p. lxxxvi. 

1aop. cit., p. 429. 

urn., 1. 14-15. 

15XHI. 1:36-37. A corupr..rison of tho versos embodying aa.me story in th~ 
Hariva1nsa <J,nd Brahmapura7_ta s:10'\\'S th:Lt Remaka in E'ome m::J.nusoripts of thR 
l?.ttor text is <tppa.rontly ::L Scrihnl mistake for Vemaka. 

lGSabMipa.rvan, Chapter 50. verses l:l-14 ; edit-ed by Ha.rid&sa. Siddhii.nta-v~ 
gi8a, cf. 

Kairata. Dnrada Da.rvii~~ S1i.rii Vaiyama./cdstathaf 
Aud1tmbani Durvibhagiil]. Piil'ada Biihlikai'IJ, Saha/ I 
Kiismirasch n Kumiirasclw Ghoraka H amsahiyaniil} I 
Sibi Triga1tta Y a.udheyi'i Rajanya Madra Kat/caya'IJ,/1 

The tribe c-alled the Dnl'nt:; gave rise to the nn.mc of their cou."ltry Darv~ 
bhisii.ra. which corresponds to the Punch ond Naoshors. districts of Kashmir, 
the Kiismira!O were evidently the :People of modern Ka.smir ; and the T.riga.rtta8 
appoar to ho..ve lived in tho Jullandur Don.b. 

Vaiyiimaka of tho ubove pr.ss~.go is derivocl from V yamak". If Y ylimakQ 
iB to be t!'.kon idontie~~l with Vemaka, which givos rise to Vaimaka or Vaimaki, 
it js to bo assumed tha.t _tho person called. Vcmo.k•t wtts n.lso known as Vyama.ka 
or that Vemn.ka. and Vynm<1.ka were two diffcront personalities. 

11y airamake Balo Y aksha Avantyam Priyadar8ana(l., I. 48, See J .A, 1915, pp 
43, 95; also J UPHS, Vol. XV, pt. 2, pp. 28, 42. · 



·Va.riiha.mihira. 's BriTwtsamMta18 which refers to a tribe named Vnimnlm in the 

itorth"P!!st£-m divisim' of lllrlin, nlor g with the Kiismirns, Daradas and Dnn·a­
bhimur3.8 (apparently a mistake for Dar,·iibhisiirn). It is difficult to sny whether 

&U thcao three forms-V c'iytimnkn, V ctiriimak(l, m:d Va.;'ma.ka-m·<· to b<' rcgnrded 
8.8_ approximations to the numismatic form Vcmakn, hut sufficient weight is to be 
~tttta.ched to the fact that the Va.iyiimnkas of the .1{ ahiU,Ju'irnta are a:-:.;or·inkd ·with 
~:ribes like the Audumbnras, Darndns etc. inhabitirg the regions where the Vemnkus 
~lao appear to have Ji,•cd with t-hem as neighbours. The fb:dsrot of the Riln~r coin 
of Rudravarma also tends to support the conclusion that the Vemal;:as, to which 
Rudra>arma belonged, were neighbours of the Auclumbaras m:d other tribes 
of north-western Indin. The close resemblance between the coin-types of the 
Vemakas and those of i.\lahadcvu of the Audumbnro. series, 0.8 alrendy noticed, 
should "suggest proximity of mints and of distri<·ts of circulation, for as Ra.psou 
has already pointed out Indian coin-L.~l·L·:; ·d·.· i.•.- . . :,, .. ;,,udi.> lutul in cho.rnctcr". 
Thus there is little room for doubt that the Vcmakas and the Audumbnras were 
neighbours but not identical. 

18Atha prayuttara.~yam Ka1dula B~·aJ,maJJUrn K1t~~i11da Di1·adi11a Ft'irata 
!{ash[ariijya VaHoii..~hfra. Vaimok£~ lla./J.a//a,•{rh/,a217a (/i.naHt Tanrw1a 

_(Jaryaka Pa1'!:al aka Ka8mira Dar ada. Darral!u'nm ra . .] aliis?.tra p atol a Sah·h d!Lra 
KucMrilar'a Khata Pai.'1.17.iila China R1tw11}Ail.l.·iimi D~1·a..•tl.ala De.tod~ii7 ari. 

This quotation is from Pariisara m:d it fir.ds plaC'P in the commePtary of Bhattn 
ptpnla. on VarU.hamihira 's ·work (sec S. Ddwdi '~; F.dition. Pt. I, 11p. 203-94). 
Pa.riisara is bcliend to htwc been curlier than Vari'thamihira who mcntiors Vasi­
ahtha and Nagnajit os early authorities aul Utpnlo makes extracts frcm these 
two authoritiPs. 

~·BGP-I905;611--723iF-270 
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Glossary of the Punjab tribes and castes (3 vols) by H. A. Rose, Lahore, 1911 
1914, 1919. ' 

People oflndia by H. Risley, London, 1915. 
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PLATE I 

I. Obv. Tree in an enclosure on left; forepart or an elephant to right 
(not distinct). Undulating line below. Legend in Kharnshthi: Alaha­
devasa Rmla Simda.ra.ra (fragmentary). Rev: Pointr·d roofed temple of 
two or three storeys. Trident with an axe on right. Legr·nrl in llr;iluni: 
Odubarisa Sh·adasasa (not distinct). Copper rectangular. Latter half of 
the 2nd century Il.C. P. 7. 

2. Same as above but the name of the issuer is 1Haluidcva. 1'. U. 

3. Same as above but the forepart of an elephant is not \"isiblc. The name 
of the issuer is Rudradtisa, P. 8. 

[ JV. B. Coins reproduced here (Pis. I-\'] arc shown as doublt- the 

originals. J 
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PLATE II 

•L Obv: Visvamitra, standing facing with right hand raised, traces of 
skin over left arm. Legends in Kharoslqhi: in front Vi.ifwmilra; around 
Xlaluidemsa Rmia Dlwraghoshasa; below Odubarisa. Rev: Trident with 
axe on right. Tree in an enclosure on I<· ft. Lcgend in Drfduni: around 
Alahiidel'Osa Rmia Dharaglwshasa; bdow Odubarisa. SihTr round. I st 
century A.D. P. 9. 

:.. Same as 3, Kharosh!hi l<'gcnd is slightly clearer than that on no. 3. 
Forepart of an elephant is visible but the tree in an enclosure to 1<-ft is 
indistinct. P. 8. 

G. Same as nos. 3 and :i. Doth the trcc and the forepart of an elephant 
on the obvcrse arc visible P. 8. 

,... OJ 
7. Ob\·: Humped bull on ldt, 1 €) J on 1<-ft, above. Legend ._._, •O• 

in Kharoshthi Bhagm•a/amalw (det·asa) (around), Rajararia (below). Rev: 
Elephant to lcft. Traces of legend around. llclow Rtijaraja in Driihmi. 
Sih-cr round. 1st ccntury A.D. \'aricty B. P. 9. 



PLATE II 

4 

5 

6 

7 



PLATE III 

8. Obv: Humped bull on right. Lotus flower in front. Legend in 
Kharosh!hi: Bhagavala Jvfahadevasa (around), Rajaraja below. Re\·: 
Elephant to left. Trident on left. Legend in Brahmi: Bhagamla 
llfahademsa (around), Rajaraja (below). Sih·er round. 1st century A.D. 
variety A. P. 9 . 

. T tAJ 'I Ud 9. Obv: Tree m rat mg. •O• on ng 11. n ulating line on left. 

Reverse: Temple. Traces of Brahmi legend. Issuer uncertain. C:opp<·t· 
round. 1st century A.D. variety K. P. 13. 

10. Obv: Bull right. Lotus in front. Legend in Kharoshthi: Raiia Vemakisa 
R.udramrmasa vijaJ'ala. Rev: Elephant right with upraised trunk, 
trident with axe on left. Legend in Brahmi: Riij1io Vemakisa Rudramr­
masa vija_raka. Silver round. 1st century A.D. P. 27. 
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8 
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10 



PLATE IV 

I I. Obv: l\falc figure standing to left holding a spear in right hand. Legend 
in Kharoshthi: Raiia Ajamitasa. Rev: Elephant to left, tree on left. 
Legend in Brahmi: Ajamitasa. Copper round. 1st century D.C. or the 
beginning of the 1st century A.D. P. 10. 

12. Obv: Elephant to right. Traces of legend. Re\·: Tree in railing. 
Legend in Drahmi: Asato.·· .hakra (?). Copper round. 1st century 
D.C. or the beginning of the 1st century :\.D.P. 10. 

]3. Obv: Elephant to left. Legend in Kharosh!hi: Raiia Bhauumilmsa. 

Rev' Symbol• like ohe following' El3 ~ ¥ 'egend in 

Drahmi: (Ra)lia BMmunila(sa). Copper round. 1st century B.C. or the 
beginning of the 1st century :\.D. P. I 0. 

14. Same as no. II. 
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I I 

12 13 

14 



PLATE V 

J.'i. Rev: Elephant to left. Legend in Brahmi: 1llnhimila.w (illegible). 
Coppt·r round. 1st century B.C. or the b•·ginning of tlw 1st n·utury 

A.D. P.JO. 

IG. Same as above. 

17. Ohv: Standing male ligun·.· Legend in Kharoshthi: ,\lah(i)milrtHa. 
Coppl"f round. 1st century B.C.:. or the bl"ginning of tht· lst c•·ntury 

.·\.D.P. 10. 

18. Same as 13. 

19. Same as 17. 

20. Same as the ob\·crse ol' I I. 
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rahasya 

5. Muktivadavicara 
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karana 
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vicara 

8. Sangita-Damodara 
9. Dhvamsa-janyabhavayoh 

karya-karanabhava· 
rahasyam 

10. Kavyaprakasa (P art-ll, 
Ullasas V-X.) 

11. Atmabodhaprakarana 
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