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TO MY MOTHER

SrivaTt SUPRITY DASGUPTA



FOREWORD

The present booklet contains a comprehensive study of the
Audumbaras, one of the prominent republican peoples of ancient
India, based on literary and numismatic evidences. The
endeavour of this young scholar, who was once my pupil at
Presidency College, and one of the junior colleagues at this
College, is expected to rouse academic interest of all those who like
to study the republican traditions of ancient India. I hope it
will be possible for us to publish similar booklets containing
information regarding other important tribes which is so very

essential for a proper understanding of the growth and develop-

ment of the governments in ancient India.

Sanskrit College
Calcutta
December, 1965

GAURINATH SASTRI
General Editor
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PREFACE

Republican traditions are pretty old in India. If the term Vairgjya used in
connection with the Uttara-Kurus and the Uttara-Madras in the Aitareya Brahmana
means republican state, Republicanism may be believed to have emerged in some
parts of India in the 9th or 8th century B.C. In Buddha’s time (6th century B.C.)
many of the states of North-eastern India had republican form of government,
the most well-known example being the Lichchhavi state. The Ashtadhyayi of Panini
composed sometime in the 5th century B.C. refers to a number of republican statcs,
and the cxistence of such states in the next century is attested by Megasthenes
who described them as ‘kingless states’. But with the rise ol ‘the Mauryas and
the consequent growth of the highly centralised form of government, the republican
states fcll on evil days and most of them were absorbed into the Mauryan body-
politic. The mighty imperial fabric set up by Chandragupta Maurya and
cnlarged and reared up by the genius of Asoka crumbled within fifty years of the
death of the latter. Pushyamitra Sunga, the assassinator of Maurya Brihadratha
and the founder of a new line, came to power sometime about 185 B.C. and
took over what was left of the great empire. However eminent a ruler he was,
he seems to have failed to prove himself the master of a far-lung empire like
that of Asoka and indeed it is doubtful if the different parts of India were ruled
with as much authority from thc centre as had been exercised in the preceding era.
The preference for a local or regional autonomy must have been strong cnough to
counteract every move that may have been made after the Mauryas to build up
and stabilisc any kind of imperial organisation. The condition became worse
after the passing of Pushyamitra when, as contemporary evidences show, northern
India turned to be a congeries of states like Mathura, Ayodhya, Magadha and
a host of others. The rise’and continuance of these states may be placed in the

. period extending from circa 150 B.C. to 72 B.C., the latter date being that of the
termination of the Sunga dynasty.

The republican traditions were nurtured and preserved by a number of tribes
like the Uttara-Kurus and Uttara-Madras of pre-Buddha days, the Lichchhavis,
the "I'rigartas, the Yaudheyas and a host of others. Some of them issued coins and
the significance of the word gana occurring on the coins of the Milavas and the
Yaudheyas, for instance, can be explained with the help of the Avaddnasataka
of the early Christian era which uses the word gana as distinguished from rgja—
Kechid desa gan-adhina(h) kechid raj-adhina(h). Similarly, the Classical writers like
Megasthenes, as has been stated already, would have us believe that in the fourth
century B.C. non-monarchical lorms of government were not uncommon in the
Punjab. The Arthasdstra also refers to dyudhajivi and varttasastropajivi tribes who
appear to have maintained republican traditions. Available cvidences would
thus show that no attempt to form a monarchy of a centralised type was made by
the Lribes like the Yaudhiecyas and the Malavas.  And there are a lot of evidences
to show that not only the territorics of these two tribes arc to be included as non-
monarchical ones, but many other tribes also may be believed to have followed
a republican constitution. Geographically, most of them flourished in the Punjab,
a region which “throughout the historic age, [rom the Vedic times to our day. ..
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has offered a protected shelter to the native tribes menaced or pursued by the
conquering foreigners”. Indeed, references to the ‘kingless’ and ‘independent
Indians’ like the Mallas in the Classical accounts tend to show that beforc the
emergence of the Mauryas there existed in the Punjab, and olbviously in other
parts of India too, a host of independent tribes. They had to bow before the
imperialist Mauryas, but after the passing away of the Mauryas, they came out
of their grooves and restored themselves to their former position.. Independent
tribal principalities with the republican form of government were set up in
different parts of India, specially in the Punjab and north-western parts of India.

Such a prominent tribe was the Audumbaras. As the following pages will
show, their antiquity can be pushed back to about 8th century B.C. References
to them in literary sources are numerous and coins issued by them arc also not
inconsiderable. They are believed to have left the trace of their name in a sub-
caste called the Admera. Along with other tribes like the Kunindas and
Yaudheyas they might have submitted to the Mauryas, but reasserted themselves
after the fall of the latter.

In the troublous period following the death of Pushyamitra Sunga, when
northern India was in a welter due to the centrifugal tendencics among the
Indians and the foreign inroads, the Audumbaras together with others succeeded
in maintaining themselves somehow, diplomatically or militarily, in their hard
struggle for existence, details of which are, however, not available. An attempt
has of course been made by W. W. Tarn to show that the Audumbaras, Kunindas
and others were subjugated by Menander, but it has been shown (infra, p. 211)
that there is hardly any solid basis for this theory. Numismatic and other
evidences rather point to their independent existence. The Audumbaras seem to
have merged with other tribes or dwindled in impo'rtancc as they have left no
independent coinage to be attributed to the third-fourth century A.D. Absence
of their name in the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta supports’
this conclusion.

History of India in the post-Maurya- pre-Gupta period is indeed onc of a
host of ambitious monarchical and non-monarchical states. And a survey of
this period shows a predominant [eature of Indian history: the operation of a
corporate spirit guided by an essentially local outlook. Source materials for the
history of this period, is not very rich, and hence the picture is far from being
complete. Nevertheless, if all available sources are patiently and assiduously
hunted up, more materials may be discovered and if these are pieced together an
overall pattern is likely to emerge.

With this expectation, an attempt to outline the history of the Audumbaras
has been made in the following pages. For this purposc, every possible source
has been intensively utilised. Such sources include not only those previously
cxamined by others but also some new ones like the Makamayuri, the Chandrayyq-
karana and the Sarasvatikapthabharana (the last-named text is generally ignored)
which have not received the attention they deserve. No material has been
incorporated in the work without careful scrutiny. I have tried to bring together
all the available data and subjected them to a detailed and systematic examination,
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I venturc to suggest that many a gap in th¢ post-Maurya- pre-Gupta
period may be filled up if the history of other tribes like the Kunindas, the
Malavas, and the Yaudheyas is written on similar lines. In the present treatise
I have offered some suggestions for which I may claim originality, for instance,
in connection with the significance of the figurc of Visvamitra on two silver
coins of the Audumbaras—a peculiarity hitherto unexplained. It is for scholars
to say how far I have succceded in my task of building up the history of the
Audumbaras.

It is my duty to express gratitude to my respected teacher Dr Benoy Chandra
Sen, Professor of Indology, Sanskrit College for his constant help and stimulating
guidance in writing out my thesis, “Tribal coins of Ancient India (2nd century
B.C.-4th century A.D.)’ of which the present monograph forms a part; and to
Dr Gaurinath Sastri, also my teacher in the Presidency College, for kindly
including this monograph in the ‘Sanskrit College Rescarch Series’. My sincere
thanks arc duc to Sri Haran Chandra Ncogi of the department of Ancient Indian
and World History, Sanskrit College, for preparing the Index, to Sri Dhruva Ray
for drawing the Map and to Dr Amarendranath Lahiri of the department of
Ancient Indian History and Culture, University of Calcutta, for preparing photo-
graphic reproductions of the coins of the Audumbaras belonging to the cabinet
of the British Museum. I must specially thank in this connection the British
Muscum authorities for allowing me to reproduce illustrations of the said coins
belonging to their collection. T would also thank Sri Nanigopal Tarkatirtha,
Editor, Publication Department of the Sanskrit College, for supervising the
publication of the present monograph. I am indebted to Dr Sisir Kumar Mitra,
Professor of Ancient Indian and World History, Sanskrit College, and to my
friend Dr Bratindranath Mukherjee of the same College for much encouragement.
In conclusion, I must add that without my mother’s fostering care and affection
it would not have been possible for me to carry out my research activities.

Depariment of Ancient Indian History
and Culture,

University of Calculla,

December, 1965

Karvan KuMar DascgupTa
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2 The Audumbaras

MahabhashyaS, Mahabhirata?, Harivansa®, Puranas®, Brilutsmnhital®, Chandra-
vyakaranall, Kdastkal®?, Vaijoyenti's, Ganeratnamahodadhi', Sarasvatikan-
thabharana'ts  and Swmkshiptasara’’®  which contain references to the
Audumbaras. Pliny also appears to have mentioned them under the naume

S Nyakshatriyarshaitito yins lugnifioh : II. 4. 58; on this Paninian rule
Katyviyana says :  Aniilorluki tadrdjadyurpratyayasyopasinkhyanam and this
is further explainied by Pataiijali thus: Amiworluki tadrdjadyuvapratyaya-
syoprswnkhydanam kartevyam Baudhil pit@ Baudhill puttrah Audvmbarih pit@
Audumbaril puttrah.

7Snabhdpaivan, Chapter 50, vers~ 13; c(li‘ut:.rl by Huridasa Siddhintavigiéa
of. Audumbard Durveibhagidh Parada Baklikail sahe.

The Great Epic mentions the Audumbaras along with tribes like the
Durvvibhigas, Paradas, Bihlikas ete. all of whom were inhabitants of North
India, some of them living on the North-western fringes of India.

Dr. Moti Chandra in his Geographical and . Economic Studics in the
Malabharate, p. 90, taking Durvvibhige in the sense of ‘disunited’ uses it as
an adiective of Audumbardh He thus holds that the Epic passage in question
“may point to the Audumbara connections with the Silva federation of
which the Udumbaras, the Tilakhalas, Madrakiiras, Yugandharas
Bhulingas and Saradandas wcre a member.” But .uch an intcrp?'eta.tion is
hardly acceptable. Durvvibhage cannot be taken in the senso oi ‘disunjted,’
The rense is just the opposite. It means ‘difficult to be disunited’. of.
Monier-Williams, Sanskrit-inglish Dictionary, p. 487. Since the LEpic pas’sage
appears to be a mere enumeration of some North Indian tribes Durvvibhdgn
included'in it scems to be the name of a tribe. Even if the word Durvvibhiga
is taken as an adjective, it is better to take it as an adjective qualifying the
following word Pdrada. In that case, the interpretation will be that the
Piaradas were ‘difficult to be disunited’ , i. e. strong,

8Verse 1466; Asiatic Society edition.

*The Puranas such as the Vayu (91.98), Brahmanda (III. 66.70) Mdr.
kandeya (58. 10) etc. contain references to the Audumbaras or the Udumbaras,

°Brihatsarnhita, X1V, verse 4. It places them in the north-west with ¢
Kapishthalas. Arrian in his Indike (Ch. IV) refers to a people ‘ZZIledvI(anll&?
stholi dwelling on the Hydraotes or Ravi who may be jdentified with the
Kapishthalas of the Brihatsamhita.

UJIT. 4. 103. K. C. Chatterji’s edition, p. 168,

2IV. 1. 173.  Damodara Sastri’s edition, p. 121,

“Bhimikinda, Verse 39. See IHQ, Vol. XX, p. 219-26; also OH, Vol. VII
Part 1, p. 2. ’

HIV. 266. Iggeling’s edition, p. 314,
4, 1. VI. 76 and IV.I. 86. T. R. Chintamani’s edition, pp 122, 133.
Ub. See Taddhitapida Section, 223, Gurunatha Vidyanidhi’s edition p. 46.
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Odombeores.’® The Vineyapitalal® and the Mahamdyiiri?? refer to a place called
Udumbara which evidently was named after the tribe.ls

Now, the text which contains the earliest reference to the Audumbaras, as
has been mentioned before, is the Gepapdtha. 1t is generally belioved that the
major portion of this worls, if not the whole, was composed by Pinini who may
be placed somewhere in the fifth century B. C.28 Hence the tribe certainly
existed in the fifth century B. C.

That the Audumbaras fAourished even before the fifth century B. C. is not
unlikely. -Among the literary texts mentioned above the most important in
the present case is the Chandravyilarani, composed by a Buddhist scholar
namcd Chandragomin.  Chandragomin is usually believed to have flourished in
aboul the {fifth century A. D.'® This work in o vritti on Pinini’s Ashtadhyayt
gives us an important piccee of information in o verse which says—

udumbards-tilakhal@-madralira yugandharah |
bhulingah saradandas-cha salvd’ vayava-samjititah/|

1SHistoria Naturalis, VI, Sec. 75. Pliny places the Odombeores or Odon-
beores on the mouth of the Indus. They may appear to to be different from
the Audumbaras who issued coins as well as the Udumbaras who find mention
in tho Brihatswiihitd. Cunningham wid others have located the O.ombeores of
Pliny in Kachchha or Cutch region and incidentally it may be noted, as Jayaswal
has donc in his Hindw Polity (p. 161), that “they have left their descendants
in the enjoyment of their name. .. .the modern community of Gujrati Brihmins
of the Audumbara caste.” Thus the findspots of coins and the references in
the Brihatsamhitd and the work of Pliny indicate that there were three Audum-
bara countries, one in the north-castern Punjab, another in the north-western
Punjab and the third in Cutch. But in fact all thesé tracts appear to have
been inhabitcd by three sections of the Audumbaras, thus showing their
migrations presumably at different periods of history.

1“_II. 209, The text refers to a viliage nmamed Udumbara. J. Przyluski
identifies U-du-ma of the Tibetan version of the Vinaya named Dulva with
Udumbara of the Sanskrit Vinaya, of. APP, p- 10.

7Edited by Levi, J4, 1915, p. 44. The text states that the yaksha of
Udumbara was named Andabha.

17aCunningham also observes : I think it more probable that it must be

the name of t-he_ town or district, as we have several examples of such names
being placed on coins, as, Yaudheya, Sibi, Ujeniya and Mdlavana.,” CASR,
Vol. V, D 1‘)4'05; Else\vhere he says : “The name Odumbara must be that
of the town or district in which they (i.e. coins) are discovered.” CASR,
XIV, p. 116.

18To quote Dr. S. K. Belvalkar : “Although we cannot be certain whether
any word now found in the Gapapatha existed in Panini’s day, still the book

of our present Ganapdthe may safely be considered as coming from the hands
of the grammarian himself.”” S8@G, p. 24,

According to Agrawala‘ a date nearer the 5th 5th century B. C. for Panini
appears more probable, ”’ IP4, p. 474.

vRBelvalkar gives A.D. 470 as the approximate date of Chandragomin (op. cit.
pp. 58-59) but Dr. 8. K. De places him in the sixth century A. D., History
of Bengal, Vol. 1, edited by Dr. R. C. Majumdar, pp. 296ff.
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The versc can be translated thus : Udumbara, Tilakhala, Madrakira, Yugan-
dhara, Bhulinga and Saradanda—these are the sections of the Silvas.

The fict stated in the verse is supported by the Kasika and the Vaijeyantt,
the first being a work of the seventh century A. D. and the latter of the twelfth
century A. D. The tradition regarding the Audumbaras as their being one of
the sections of the Salvas is thus found to have been well established by the
time of Chandragomin.

Now, the earliest mention of the Silvas is met with in the Satupathe
Brakmana®® which is generally bclieved to have been composed ia the eighth
ceatury B. C. According to a passage oceurring in this text—

yadadvat  mah'idabhakarma  samappasyale mamaiva praj@a  sallvandmn
rdajanok’ bhavisyanmama brahmano mamavvaisyd yaltu meh’etavatkarma-
nak samapitena mah’ubhayatha sallvanprajatirekshata’

e sa’ esw eva
Sriresha eshoha’nnadak;| (X.4.1.10.)

This has been translated by Eggeling thus—

(Syaparna once said) if this my sacrificial performance be complete, my
own race would become the ki.gs (nobles), Brahmanas and the peasants
of the Salvas ; but even by that much my work which has been completed
my race will surpass the Salvas in both ways ; for this (Agni, the fire-alter)
indeed, is (social) eminence and fame, and an eater of foed.

The above passage bears testimony not only to the antiquity of the Salvas
but also the high degree of eminence and prosperity attained by them.

The tradition recorded in the quoted verse of the Chandravyakarana may
refer at least to the time of the Vedic text when the Silvas were already a
powerful people. They could not have reached the position as reflected in the
Satapatha Brahmana without antecedent growth and preparation. This may
require the beginning of their history to be traced to a period even ecarlier than
the time of the composition of the Satapatha Brahmana. The different cons-
tituent sections of the Silvas, including the Audumbaras, may have existed in
the same period and their amalgamation was probably one of the causes of
their political and material success as witnessed in the Satapathu Brahmana.
In this connection, reference may be made to the Madrakiras who are also said
to have formed one of the allied tribes along with the Auydumbaras. These
people appear in the Ailureye Brahmana® and the Brihaddranyeka Upani-
shad??, a fact which may also sugzgest the contemporancity of the Audumbarag
with the Salvas of the Satapatha Brahmana. Another people, the Yugandharas,
whom the Chdndmvydkamzm includes in the Salva group are mentioned in the

I —
20Satapatha Brahmana, SBE, Vol. XLIII, p. 344.
aVIIT. 14. 3
2111, 3. 1; 7. 1
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Mantrapdtha®, the date of the composition of which may not have been far
from the date of the composition of the Satapatha Brakmana. The Silvas who
in this text appear to have been alluded to as Salva have been said “to have
declared that their king was Yaugandhari when they stayed their chariot on the
banks of the Yamund.”’?' Attention may be drawn to o river named Saradanda,
probably identical with modern Sarivati in the Puajab, which is mentioned in
the Ayodhyd-kanda of the Ramdyana (68. 15) and it may be supposed, not
without reasuns, that the peoples living on and near the banks of the river,
were known as the Saradanda to whom the Chandravyikarana alludes.

We shall not be wrong in concluding, therefore, that the Audumbaras existed
in the Brihmana period although they have not beon mentioned explizitly
in contemporary texts. Probably they had not yet become sufficiently
prominent which may account for the omission of their name in the texts
such as the Satapatha Brahmana.>®

Origin of the name of the tribe

The tribe is kaown both as Udumbara and Audumbara, the latter name
appesring in genitive in Prakrit on coins as Odu(m)barisa. The term Audum-
bara is the faddhita form of the word Udumbara and it means either the
people connected with the udumbarc i.e. the fig tree (ficus glomerata) or &
country where that tree grows in abundance. It is interesting to notc that the
Nurpur district where Cunningham found some coins of the tribe was, accurding
to his report, a place noted for its fig trees.? Cwiningham notes that the »ld
name of the district was Dahmeri or Dahmbeori which appears to have been
derived from the Audumbara. In another place he says that the old Hindu

name of Nurpur was Darmeri or Dharmeri, which is not an improbable abbre-

viation of the Audumbara. The old name was changed to Nurpur by Jahangir

in honour of his wife Nurjahan.2 Cunningham’s suggestion has not been
accepted by Rapson, according to whom, the name Damari or Dahmari is
more allied to Damara which occurs with Kiluta and other places in the account
of the N"orth-Eastem division of India in the Brikatsamhit@.?” Cunningham
alternatively suggests that *as Udumbara is also & name of silver, it is quite

possible that the Audumbara may simply refer to the prevailing red colour of
2], 11. 12

) 247bid. CO};lmen_f»lllg upon this maentra, which occurs as a sitre in the
Apastambae Grihya-sitra (which is generally placed before Panini’s grammar) in
VI. 14. 5, Haradatta observes that the Silva country was situated near the
bank of the Yamuna. Dl‘_. Winternitz observes: ‘“According to our JMantra
we ShPIEIC_l have to pl_ace either the Silvas or at least the Yugandharas forming
ono division of the Salvas somewhere near the Yamuni.” See IVKS, p. 97.

#i*Sce my article “Antiquity of the Audumbaras’ in the PIHC, 1961, pp. 44-47.
BCASR, Vol. XIV. p. 116.

260 ASR, Vol. V, p. 155
2JRAS, 1900, p. 540
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the hilly district >f Nurpur’™. This suggestion, according to him, receives
some support from the fact that the old Hindu name of Nurpur was Darmeri or
Dharmeri, which appears to be a likely abbreviation of Audumbara.2® But the
suggestivn i1 untenable in visw of the fact that the other tracts wherefrom
Audumbara coins havo been found are not of red colour.

‘Whether the particular place-na.i.e Darmeri or Dharmeri is an abbreviation
of Audumbara is a matter of controversy. But there cannot be any dispute
abont the fact that the name Au:dumbara is derived from the word Udwmbara,
which means a fig trece. The trece that appears on the coins of the tribe has
been ideniified by Cunningham with the Udumbare or fig tree.3® This identifi-
cation -annol be regarded as definitely established since tree-motif is commonly
found on ecarly Indian coins. But the name of the tribe shows its connection
with the fig tree which must have heon o:e of basiec importance in its history.

Ameng the coins of the Audumbaras we come  across an interesting variety
represented by two specimens, made of silver and round in shape, each bearing
a bearded male figure on the obverse with a legend which refers to Vispamitra,
i.e. Vidvamitra, and a tree in an cuclosure on the reverse.3! 'This shows that
the person named on the obverse had some connectivn with the .Audumbarag,
But how and why Vi§vamitra came to be connected with this tribe 2 Allan holds
that “Visvamitra’s connection with the Audumbaras is otherwise unknow., ez,
But a conuiection, in fact, can be established betwecen the sag: and” the tribe op
the basis of an evidence which has cscaped the attentivn of scholrrs. The
the evidence is furnished by a story about th2 birth of Visvimitra to be found in
Kalikapurana.®® which is also traccabl.: in the Mahabharatq (I11. 115 ; XI1.49;

2CASE, Vol. V, p. 155

27hid.

0CASR, Vol. V, p. 154 and C4SR, Vol. X1V, p. 117,

USec infra for details of these two coins.

BCUBM, Anc. Ind., p. Ixxxiv

“Vangvasi edition, chapter 82; Venkateswara edition, Chapter 85. The
present writer jn an article published in the JAS, Vol I1T, No.1, 1901 hgy
trivl to establish the connecticn between the sage and the trihe on the basis
of this story together with other prices of evidence.  Thy geso-iation is also
echoed in the Harivasmia (loc. cit.) where the tribe has heen (Jescribed as
belonging to the family of Vigvamitra. Turther, the traditio,, may ho traced
hack to the days of the Rigyeda, for while in the third book of the IHigveda,
which is attributed to Vfév&mitra, the sage calls himsclf ¢l gon of Kudika
(LIT, 33, B), the Vayn (Anandastama clition, 91, 97-98) an the Brakmdnda
(Veiikateswara, editio., I11, 66, 70) -Purinas assign a tribe cglled the Audum-
bz?,{‘as t'o‘ the Kudika or Kausika gotre. And thus the common origin of
Visvamiut and the Audumbarag ag found in these sources affords the basis of
an iutimate ('OI'lne(tiOH bet“reen the two. In other words, the namo of the
tribe was (ICI‘{VU(I from Udumbara or fig tree and Vidvamitra was their
‘national sago’. This scems to bo significd by the occurrence of the name and
the figurc of the sage on the two raro coins of tho tribe.

Udumbara is known to be the name of a descendant of the Sage Viévi.
mitra and the bounder of a gofra of the Kausika group, cf. Brough, The Early
Brakmanical System of Gotra and Pravera, pp, 157-48, 153, 157. '
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XII1.14). The most impertant point to note in the story is that the mother of
Visvimitra in order to have a child, embraced an audumbare (fig tree). The
story, however, contains a lot of miraculous and unbelicvable things but the
association of Vidvamitra’s birth with the fig tree is very useful in explaining the
occurrence of his name angd figure on coins of the Audumbaras. At the same
time it shows that the tribe was intimately connected with the fg tree and their
name was cvidently derived from that tree (udumbare), the tree presumably
being worshipped by the tribe as a totem.

Cotns of the Audumbaras

Coins of the Audumbaras can be divided into the fullowing classes and
varicties according to metal, size, legends and symbols.

CLASN 1

Coias  belonging to this wlass are made of copper and squere i shape.
They have revealed the names of fuur kings, viz., Sivadiisa, Rudradisea, Dhara-
ghosha and Mahiideva. The legends appearing on them are of the same type
and “the use of long vowels such as a, %, «f, and au scems to have Leen avoided
both in Kharoshsthi and Briahmi” legends, thereby getting Sivadasa, for Siva-
dase, Rudradasa for Rudraddsa, Odu(i)bari for Audu(iYbari a:ul even Maha-
devasa for Mahddevase in Brahmi. The full legends restored from (ifferent
specimens are given below :

Varicty A

Obveise @ Tree in an enclosure on left forepart of an olephant to left on

right. Undulating line helow. Legeud in Kharoshthi :  AMahedevase Raila
Sivadasasn.,

Roverse @ Pointed roofod temple of two or three storeys;™ trident with an

axe un. right. Legend in Brihms : Oduburisa Sivadasesa (sometimes the word
Oduburise appears as Odubarasa).

The provenance of the coins of the varicty in the collection of th: British

Muscum is not known.  But some of tho coins, as the report of Cunningham

goes, were obtained at Pathankot. TFor specimens see CCBM, p. 12, pl. XV,
1; also  SCCIM Vol I by B. B, Bidyabinod, p. 49, No. 1. Sri
Bidyabinod wrongly desrribes the trident appearing on the reverse as the

plough. He tales the reverse as the obverse and vice versn.

-——

o] have accepted the description of Cunningham’s. TFor an interpretation
see nfra.
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Variety B

Obverse : Same. Legend in Kharoshthi : Mahadevasa Raiic Rudradasasa.

Reverse : Same. Legend in Brahmi : Odubarisa.

Coins nos. 7-11 of the BM Catalogue were found at Irippal in the Kaagra
district in the Punjab in 1913. For specimens, see CCBM, p. 122, pl. XV, 2, 4,
10; p. 123, pl. XVI, 3. Also see JASB, 1914, Num. Suppl. XXII, p. 250, pl
and SCCIM, p. 49, No. 3, 4, 6, 12, which are poor specimens.

Variety C
Obverse : Same. Legend in Kharoshthi :  (Maha) devasa Ruit Dharaghosha
(sa).
Reverse : Same. Legend in Brihmi: (O)dubar(i)sa.

For specimens, see CCBM, p. 125, pl. XIV, 15 ; alss SCCIM, p. 49, No. 2,
which of course does not bear any Kharoshthi legend. Here also Bidyabinod has
taken the obverse as reverse and vice versa.

Variety D
Obverse : Same. Legend in Kharoshthi: (top) Mahadevasa, (right) Odu-
barisa.

Reverse : Same. Legend in Brahmi : (right)

........ sasa(illegible), (left),
Odubarisa.

Coins nos. 15-20 of the BM Catalogue were found at Irippal. For specimens,
see CCBM, p. 124, pl. XV, 5. The coin No. 5 of the SCCIM (p. 49) presents
some novelty in introducing the Brihmi legend with the motif of a tree, the
forepart of an elephant, etc., which usually occur on the obverse. Here also
Bidyabinod takes the obverse as reverse and vice versa. But the coin no. 7 g
described otherwise.

CLAbS 2

Coins belanging to this class are made of silver and round in shape. They
furnish the names of two kings viz. Mahideva and Dharaghosha. It is to be
noted here that the unique coin of Rudravarmi, attributed to the Audumbargg
by Cunningham, Whitehead, Allan and others, cannot be classed with the coing
of the Audumbaras since it bears the name of a tribe styled Vemaka. Mr. R. C,
Kar has correctly attributed it to the Vemakas and not to the Audumbaras’®. For
reasons stated elsewhere3®, T have accepted his views and have hence refraineq
from including the coin of Rudravarmi in the classified lists of the coins of the
Audumbaras. The legendy appearing on the coins of Mahideva and Dharg.-
ghosha, restored from a number of their coins, have been given below.

BIHQ, Vol. XX, pp. 59-63,

3Sce my article The Vemakas and their coins, published in the OH, Vol.
IX, pt. 2, pp. 73 ff.
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Variety A

Obverse : Humped bull on right; lotus flower (?) in front.

Legend in
Kharoshthi: Bhagavatamahadevasa (around), Rajaraiia (below).

Reverse : Elephant to left; trident on left. Legend in Brihmi: Bhaga-
vatamahddevasa (around), Rajardje (below).

These coins appear to have hailed from Pathankot. For specimens, see CAI,
p- 68, pl. IV, 5 and CCBM, p. 123, pl. X1V, 16. Cunningham reads Rdjeraja on
the reverse the side which he takes as obverse,

Variety B

\

Obverse : Humped bull on left, & on left, w above. Legend in

Kharoshthi : Bhagavatamaha(devasa) (around), Rajaraita (below).
Reverse : Elephant to left ; traces of legend around. Below Rajaraja.

The provenance of this coin is unknown.

For specimen, see CCBM, p. 123,
pl. XIV, 17.

Variety C
Obverse : Viévamitra, standing facing with right hand raised, traces of skin
over left arm. Legends in Xharoshthi : in front Vispamitra ; around Maha-
devasa Raita Dharaghoshosa ; below Odubarisa.®?

Reverse : Trident with axe on right ; tree in an enclosure on left.

Legend
in Brahmi : around Mahddevasa Raita Dharaghoshasa ; below Odubarisa.

This variety is represented by two specimens only, one in the Punjab Museum,
the other in the British Museum. The British Museum specimen was found
by Cunningham at Pathankot.® For the Punjab Museum specimen, seo

CCPM, p. 167, pl. XVI, 136, for the British Museum specimen, see CA4I, p. 67,
pl. 1V, 1 and CCBM, p. 124, pl. X1V, 14.

CLASS 3

Coins belonging to this class are made of copper and round in shape. On
the basis of Cunningham’s attribution, these coins have been classed with
those of the Audumbarasg by later numismatists. They have revealed the
names of four rulers generally ending in mita, i. e., mitra, the names being
Ajamita, (Aryamitra), Mahimita (Mahimitra}, Bhinumita (Bhanumitra) and
Mahabhitimitra. It appears that the mitra group of kings were
different from Mahddeva and Dharaghosha and the ddsa kings like Sivadasa

and Rudradasa. The coins of these Mitra kings may be placed later than the
coins of other Audumbara kings alrcady referred to.

“Whitehead reads the obverse and reverse legends as Rajita Dharaghoshasa.
380Al, p. 67
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Variety A
Obverse : Male figure standing to left holding a spear in right hand., Legend
in Kharoshthi: Rafia 4jamitasa.
Reverse : Elephant to left, tree on left. Lcgend in Brahmni : Ajemitasa.

For specimens, sce CCBM, pp. 125-26, pl. XV, 13-15. ; also CAI, pl. IV, 7
The coin was found at Pathankot. Cunningham takes the obverse as reverse

and vice versa.
Variety B
Obverse : Same. Legend in Kharoshthi: Raila 4jamitra(sa).
Reverse : Elc’aphunt to the left with rider. Legend in Brihmi Rajiia
(Ajamitra).
The provenance of this coin is not definitely known. For specimens, gee
CAI, p. 69, pl. IV, 9 ; CCBM, pp. 126, 287, pl. XLIII, 1.
Variety C

Obverse : Elephant to right ; traces of legend.
Reverse : Tree in railing. Legend in Brahmi : Asata. ... hakera (?).

The provenance of this coin is also unknown. For specimens, see CCBJM,

p. 126, pl. XV, 16.
Variety D

Obverse : Standing male figare. Legend in Kharoshthi: Mah(i)mitrasa,
Reverse : Elephant to left : Legand in Brihmi : Mahamita(sa).

Phis coin was found at Pathankot. For specimens, gee CAI, p. 69 pl. IV, 9,
also CCBM, pp. 126-27 pl. XV, 17-20. Cunningham reads on his Bpeounen
(Ra)jita in Kharoshthi and Rajenya in Brihmi.

Variety E

Obverse : Elephant to left. Legend in Kharoshthi: Raifa Bhanumitr.s,,

Reverse : Symbols like the following : % ) M Legend in

Brihmi : (Ra)iia Bhanumita(sa).

This coin was found by Cunningham at Pathanket, For spevilens, see
CAI, pl. 1V, 12, and CCBM, p. 127, pl XV, 1,2, 19, 21, 22 and pl- XVI No, 3.
The Indian Museum has got a similar coin which has been attributed bY Smith
to Bhanumitra.®® Smith, however, has taken the ohverse as reverse. Therg
is also another worn-out coin of the variety in the Indjan Museum.*

®OCIM, p. 166.
oI bid.
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Variety F
Obverse : Same.
Reverse : Similar symbols plus undulating line (snake ?).
The provenance of this coin is not recorded. Though the legend cannot
be read, Smith has attributed it to Bhanumitra, ¢f CCIM, p. 166.
Variety G
Obverse : Male figure standing to left as in Variety A, undulating line on
right. Kharoshthi legend is illegible.
Reverse : Elophant to left with rider. Legend in Brahmi: ........ Bhanu-
mila(sa).
The provenance is not lnown. For specimens, see CCBM, p. 128, pl
XLIII, 2.
Variety H

Obverse : Elephant to left. Kharoshthi legend : Kaita (-)numitrasa (?)

Reverse : Elephant to right before a tree in railing Brahmi legend : ......
numitrasa.

The provenance of the coin is not recorded. But it may be attributed to
Bhanumitra. For specimen, see CCBM, p. 128, pl. XLIII, 3.

Variety |

Obverse: Same as in Variety G. Legend in Kharoshthi: Mahabhiti
mitrasa.

Reversc: Same as in Variety G. Brihmi legend illegible. The provenance
is not recorded. For specimen, see CCBJ!, p. 287.

Variety J
Obverse : Symbol
ybol

Reverse : Legend in Brihmi: Bhagava(ta) Mahadevasa. Standing figure
nolding in right hand a trident and a battle-axe combined.

Rapson drew the attention of the scholarly world to this peculiar copper
roin in the pages of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1900 (pp. 112 f,
P1. No. 12). According to his information, the late White King possessed two
specimens of this coinage. The accompanying photograph of one of the speci-
mens published in the above-mentioned journal does not, however, help us
to make a detailed discussion of the variety. Among the features of this
specimen, the first that attracts our attention is tho legend Bhagava(ta)
Makadevasa’? appearing on the reverse of the coin. It recalls a similar legend

P
17 RAS, 1900, p. 112.
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which is noticed on some coins of the Audumbaras. On those 2oins the legend
also appears in Kharoshthi and the words Rajerdja and Rajaraiia are added
to the legends in Brahmi and Kharoshthi respectively. As the legends on the
Audumbara series and the present coin are practically identical, this may
be considered to be a strong ground for including this variety in the Audumbara
serics. The probability of this attribution is enhanced when another point
is taken into consideration, the point being the “standing figure holding in
right hand a trident and battle-axe combined’. The standing figure (of a male
according to Rapson) is reminiscent of the similar dovice appearing on the
Audumbara coins which reveal the names of four rulers ending in mitra, while
tho ccmbined trident and battle-axe recalls the same motif appearing ¢n
the coins of Sivadasa, Rudradasa, Dharaghosha and Mahadeva of the Audum-

bara scries. The unly novel feature of the coin is the symbol \V which  is

found on its obverse which according to Rapson may represent some form
of the Lingem. It is to be noted here that this symbol ig counter-
marked on a coin of Uttamadatta, a prince of Mathura®?, And what is of more
intcrest with regard to that Mathura coin is that it bears on the obverse
the legend Bhagavets Mahadevase indicating [thereby that the parti-

cular coin of Uttamadatta was restruck by one with his own symbol \b

whose name or title was Mahadeva. It secms that this Mahideva was no other
than the Audumbara king or leader who struck a number of coins, both in
copper and silver. The reasons for such a conclusion are as Follows : First,ly, the
legend Bhagavata Mahadevasa of the countermarked coin appears on the coins of

Mahideva of the Audumbara series. Sccondly, the curious symbol v
¢ on

Uttamadatta’s coin is exactly similar to that which occurs on Mahidevy’s
coin as described at the outset. And as that coin of Mahiideva hag alroady
been assigned to the Audumbara series on the grounds of legend, epigraphy
and motif, it is quite likely that Mahadeva of Uttamadatta’s coin bclonged to
the Audumbara tribe. '

It may be presumed, therefore, that Mahiadeva of the Audumbara king or
leader came into contact with Uttamadatta of Mathura and as he is seen £0
have restruck the coin of the latter, it may be inferred, that the relationg
between them were hostile. Mr. S. V. Sohoni*® has suggested that Uttdma.-
bhadr., who is said to have been relieved of the Milava pressure by Nuhapﬁna,’s
son-in-law Ushavadita in his Nasik inscription is not the name of g tribe
but the name of a person and that person was no other than Uttamada,tta,,

“2CCBM, Ancient India, p. 177, pl. XXIV, 17.
BJNSI, Vol. VII, pp. 27 fI.
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the king of Mathurd. Thus Sohoni is fuclined to hold that Uttamadatta came
into conflict with the Milavas as well as the Audumbaras,  But such a view
cannot be accepted on the following grounds.  Firstly, Nahapina and his son-
in-law Ushavadata flouriched in the first half of the second century A. D.
Secondly, all the coins of Hindu rulers of Mathura such as of the Mitras and
Dattas, ““cover the period from the end of the third to the middle of the first
century B. C.”’ (CCB3M, Anc. Ind., p. cxi). Uttamadatta can in no way
bo relegated to the first century A. D., far less to the time of Nabapina.
Thirdly, the rulers of Mathurd, the one-time feudatories of the S‘uﬂgus, belonged
to the period when the Sunga empire was tottering duc to- the Greck invasiun
on the one hand and family fouds on the vther, i. ¢., in the ~econd-first century
B. C. La~tly, a tribe calledl Uttamas, presumubly the Uttamabhadras, has actually
beon mentioned along with the Dagdirnas in tho Bhishmaparvan (Siddhanta-
vigisa’s odition, VI. 9. 41) of the Mahabharala.

It appears, tharefore, that Uttamadatta was a local ruler of Mathurd and
o contomporary of Mahadeva and thus he cannot be identificd with Uttamae
phadra of the Nasik inscription. Uttamadatta flourihed in tho second-first
century B. C. and the epigraphy of silver cuins of Mahideva who.e contem-
porary he was, seems to confirm this, Perhaps Mahddeva carried his arms
into the territory. of Uttamadatta and after inflicting a defeat upon the latter
restruck his coins. Both the original ard the restruck coins of Mahideva,
howcver, do not bear any Kharoshthi legond on them like the Audumbara
specivs. The use of Brihmi, adopted by Mahidova, appears to have been
well established in Mathurd, where his restruck coin has been found. As
regerds the original one, it may be noted that its provenance is nect recorded
and what appears to be probable is that such monoscriptual coins were meant
for the more casterly parts of the Audumbaras. But all these are to be treated,
however, as hypothetical and until further specimeas are fortheoming, we are
to remain satisfied with only one conclusion, which scems to be quite reasonable,
that the coinage wider review id to be attributed to Mahideva, the Audumbara

ruler, who at some stage of his career came into conflict with Uttamadatta
of Mathura.

Variety K

Obverse : Treo in railing Lg? on right.  Undulating line on left.

Reverse : Temple ; traces of Brahmi logend.
The provenance of coins of this varicty is not known. For specimens, sce

COBM, p. 125, pl. XV, 11 and 12, AJlan describes the lind on the obverse as
«Cobra’ and the temple as *Stupa.’

#iSeo my article ‘A Rare variety of Audumbara coins’ in IHQ, Vol.
XX XVIII, pt. 1. pp. 76T,

8
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Coins of the Class 3 pertaining to the Mitre rulers have been doubtfully
assigned to the Audumbaras by some numismatists such as R. D. Banerji,
but S. K. Chakrabortty has attributed the coins of Mahimitra anrd Ajamitra,
on grounds of style, to the Audumbaras. Hec is of the opinion that “they were
the rulers of the tribc, of which the national god was Mahideva or Siva’™5,
It is interesting to note here that tho name Bhinumitra occurs also in the
scries of coins of the Pafichala Mitre rulers.'® It is difficult to show in the
prese.t state of our knowledge as to whother these Mitre rulers were related to
the Audumbara Mitre rulers. P. L. Gupta, however, assigns the coins of Class
3,i. e, the coins of the Audumbara MMitre rulers to the Mitra kings of
Pafichila.$?

Chronology of the Audumbara Coins

Cunningham found coins of the Audumbaras, to recapiiulate a fact men-
tioned previously, along with those of a few foreign rulers such as Zoilus,
Vonones, Gondophares, Kanishka and Huvishka. This fa:t is imporlant inas-
much as it shows that the territory of the Audumbaras had been under forcign
rulers down to the second century A. D. Among the coius discussed above,
those of Class 1 “may be presumed to be the carliest, as distinctly Indjan in
type and showing no trace of forcign infleuen -¢’°.18 O, grounds of P“lﬂ:eogmphy
R. D. Banerji, Allan and others havo assigned these coing to the first ceitury
B.C. According to R. D. Banerji the Brihmi latters oceurriig on these coings
“belong to the Ist Century B. C. wheir avgular forms had taken place of the
mere cursive alphabet of the ins ription of Asoka. The letters of the Kharo-
shthi legend would also point to the same date”.® Tt seems, however, that
these ccins belong to a puriod a little ewlier, say, in the Jatter hall of the g condl
cantury B. C. The square copper coins bearing the name of the tribe ag well
a: the names of the kings Sivadisa, Rudradisa, Mahideva and Dharaghosha—
probably precede those of the forcign ralers such as Zoilus, Vonones, Gondo-
phares ecte. Among'thcsc kings, again, Sivadisa appears to have flourjghe]
earlier than Mahiudeva and Dharaghosha. Silver coins of Mahiddevy

and
Dharaghosha betraying foreign influcnce, scem to favour such a contention

The above-mentioned ilver coins of Mahideva and Dharaghosha, appear to
indicate that these two rulers camc into contact with the Bactrain kivg Zoilus
or some of his predecessors or succ:ssors inasmu h as their coins are basced on
Gracco-Indian model both from the points of view of type and metrology,t0
Heice their coins seem to be later i date and they may be plated inthe firgt

century A. D.

%5J RASB, Num. Suppl. XLVI, 1936, p. 74.

8CCBM, Ancient Tndia, pp. 195-97, pl. XXVII, 15-20.
IHQ, 1951, p. 205.

“OCBM, Anc. India, p. LXXXIII.

9 JASB, 1914, Num. Suppl., p. 249,

59See tnfra, pp. 20-21.
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As tho coins of the Mitra rulers (Class IIT) omit the name of the tribe, R. D.
Banerji was retuctant to assign them to the Audumbaras.®t P. L. Gupta on the
ground of Mitra surname attributes them to the Mitra rulers of Paiichila,
and conjoctures that those Mitra kings succeeded the Audumbaras in the area
wherefrom this specimens came.®®

One may however point out the omission of the tribal name in the series of
the Milra ralers Lut mere omission of the name of the tribe cannot be consi-
dered as o ground for non-assigning the AMitra series to the Audumbaras. for
we have instances of tribal coins where the name of the tribe does not occur (cf.
Class 1 and 4 coins of the Yaudheyas, CCBM, Anc. Ind., pp. 265-75), a fact which
ghows that in classification of coius, type and fabric are more important than
the mention of name of the tribe concerned. Turther, the omission of the

gribal namo ia the series in question may he due to factors such as the change
in the constitution of the Audumbaras with the increase of the authority of

the rulers of tho tribc who gave their >wn names only in the coin-legends.
Similarly it would be risky to attribute these coins to the Mitra rulers of
Paiichila or to any other Mitra dynasty of Madhyadesa simply on the ground
of the occurrence of the Mitra surnam«.5 Tendency t> adopt the surname of the
celebrated dynasty by other less known and later dynasties is a feature of the
socio-political history of ancient India (¢f. the adoption of the Gupta and Pala
gurnames by different dynasties of Northern India after the appearance of

thuse two famous dynasties). On the other hand, we have come across coins

of a king named Vijayamitra (cf. Texile by Marshall, Vol. 2, p-820, pl. 243)
who has been described therein as belonging to the Kuliitas. If the Kuliitas, a
noighbouring tribe of the Audumbaras, could have had a king with a Mitra-
aame-ending, the Audumbaras might have cqually got rulers with Mitre name-
ondings. The coins of Ajamitra, Mahimitra, Bhinumitra and Mahabhitimitra,
therefore, are to be attributed without any doubt to the Audumbaras.®

Chronologically speaking, thesc coins without the tribal name may be placed
after those of Dharaghosha, Sivadisa, Rudradisa, cte.

Interpretation of the Devices and Symbols on the Audumbara Coins

The devices and symbols which occur on the Audumbara coins are: (i)
tree in an enclosure, (ii) clephant (sometime its forepart), (iii) bull (sometimes
humped), (iv) lotus flower, (v) an undulating line, (vi) trident with axe,
(vii) pointed roofed temple, (viii) figure of Vi§vamitra and (ix) some symbols
noticed on varicty E of class 3. Let us now examine these devices and symbols.

—#10p. Oit, p. 248.

520p. Cit, p. 199.

53A comparative study of coins of Mitra rulers of Mathuri, Pafichala and
the Audumbaras ‘“will show that the respective peculiarites of different series
of the local and tribal coins are so well-marked that we cannot attribute them
to & single dynasty.” JNSI, XX, 123. As to the Mitra name-ending of
them different local rulers it may be suggested that ““to bear the surname Mitra
was possibly the fashion of the day,” Ibid, p. 128.
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(i) Tree in an enclosure : Cumingham identifies the tree with the udumbara
fig-tree. The tre may he the ‘canting badge’ (ov ldickchhane or heraldic
crest) of the tribe or it may represent what is known as the  sthale-vrikshe of
the locality where the coins were in currency. Allan is reluctant to identify
the tree necessarily with the udumbare because of the commonness of the tree-
motif on carly Indian coins®’. There is some force in Allan’s argument, for in
ancicnt India the tre -cult was widely prevalent. The cult goes back to the
days of the Indus civilisation and carly Indian sculpiure and coins bear tesli-
mony to it. Recferences to chailyavrikshas and devaranyas in the Epics
further prove the antiquity of the cult.®’ Mention may be made of the
tradition which states that e¢ach Buddbha had his own ftree, c.g.,
Gaulama attained eulightenment (sambodhi) under the pipal trec. Ia short,
trees are regarded from time immemorial as abodes of gods (and somutimes
gods themslves personificd) and henee vencrated by peoples of India belonging
to differcnt rcligions even now,

- -

It is, therefore, in the light of the above statement (Iiiﬁc~ult to identify this
tree with the udumbara (fig-tree) with certitude, though such an identification
cannot be an impossible one. The tree seems to represent the sthala-vriksha of
the tribe and as such it was put into an o:.closure or railing like stiipas and
other sacred obje-ts.

(2) Elephart : Cunningham describes in his Coins of Ancient India only one
coin on whivh the clephant occurs.  But his specimen was so poor that he had
to satisfy himself with a drawing instead of a photograph from a cust. And in
that drawing the entire body ol the eclephant is found above the ndulating .
line bul on the coins belonging to the Irippal find, the head, trunk and the
forclegs only are to be found. Tigure of elephant, it is to be noted in {his
connection, also occurs on a munber of coins (cf. coins of Vayudeva, Sivadattg,
and somec other coins found at Ayodhya; Iada coins; coins of B-rl'hﬂspatimitm’,
I found at Kauéimbi; some coins found at Taxila; coins of the Uddehikag ; somo
Ujjayani coins, etc). That the clephant to usc get vencration (rom an. icni, Indians
will be evident from the Buddhist tradition which says that Gautamg, entored
into the womb of his mother Mayadevi as a white elephant in her dream and
a sculptural representation conforming 1o this tradition is found on a railing
of Bharhut. Thus the elephani was one of tho animals which was vonerated
by the Audumburuos.

(3) Bull :  This popular animal appears on the coins of the Audumbarss
and like the elephant also occurs on a number of ancient Indian coins
(. eoing of Ayodhyn, Taxila, Kaudimbi, and of the Agras Yoaudheyag, ote).
Regard for this animal by ancient Indians is attested by the archacological finds

80p. Cit, p. LXXXTII.
s1« Hopkins, Epic M ythology, pp. 6-8.
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at Mohenjo-daro, Harappa and other sites of the Indus civilisation®.  Bull is the
vahana of the great god Siva, and as such i:alw found on scals uncarthed at
anciont sites like Basarh, Bosnagar, Bhits, cte. On a: ount of the ovcurrence
of the trident and the battle-axe, all being thereomorphic represontations
of the god Siva, it appears that the Audumbaras were votaries of Siva and
heitee with the great god also respected his v@h tne.  In other woids, the bull
represented here appears to be Siva’s vd@hanae, Nandi.

(4) Lotus flower (?): Allan has identified the: obje-ct under the head of the
bull in the ‘Bull : Elephant’ type “coins with the lotus flewer. It may also be
taken to be a Chakra or discus and may be a <omntermark. To the Indians
the lotus is a sacred f{lower, symbolising Sr7 or fortune and its wuse on the
coins of the Audumbaras along with other religious objerts scems to be
justificd.

(5) Undulating line : Tho undulating line appearing on the coins of the
Audumbaras was described by Cunningham as a snake®. Allan only once
accepts this ideutilication (Var. K.). 8. K. Chakrabortty argues that when a
zigzag line occurs with a hill symbol, it may signily a river and that i such
case the hill and river are the special local features. In the present case, as
there is no hill symbol, the zigzag line must have beon used for merely
ornamental purposes®.  There is no reason, .however, why the. zigzag line itscll
should never havo the meani.g whirh it carries except when it is associated
with the hill symboi. The tree and the river appearing together oa the cuins

probably symbolise the ferlility of the country and the resultait afiluence of
the tribe concerned.

Theo zigzag line in the present cas: may reprosent the river called Udumbari-
vatl which finds mention in the Mahabhashya of Pataiijali®®, as well as in the
Harivamée . This river as the name suggests may have been connected with
the Jand of the Audumbaras. It has been identified by B. N. Puri with a small
tributary joining the river Beas near Gurudaspurt®,

(6) Trident with axe : The trisala was regard-d as a siacred symbol not only
by the Hindus but also by the Buddhists (cf. the carly Buddhi-t art Sanchi,
Bharhut cte.) and the Jains (of. the sculptures found at Kankali-tila

85Not only ancient Indians, but peoples of many parts of the ancient world
vencrated bulls.  For instance, the Hellenic god Dionysus in European folklore
in somotimes scon ropresonted as a bull and this form of the God was an
«oxpression for his character as a devky of vegetation specially ns the bull is a
common cmbodiment of corn-spirit in Northern Iurope,” Golden Bough
(St. Martin’s Library), pp. 513, 611.

WOASHR, XIV, p. 130
57J R ASB, Num. Suppl., 1936, p. 61.

sSTV. 2. 71; II, 287.

8°Chapter 8, 167, L. 9611,

WIPP, p. 71. Tor the tributary scc Imperiel Quzetleey, Atlas.
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near Mathura). Here, however, the symbol stands for the great god
Siva. In the drawing of Cwmiingham wo fiid a shalt surmownted by a
wheel instead of the frisale as well as a svastika on a pillar to the loft. of the
temple. But on the coins of the Irippal find the tridlent is clear and in some
cases it is marked with a flying banner.

Considering {risale as the tribal insignia, S. K. Chakrabortty writes :
“Tyisile is the special weapon of Siva and is found in Vimaka (i. e. in Rudra-
varma’s coins) and Audumbara coins........ in the Auwdumbara coin the trident
is highly claborate aad is perhaps the figure of their standard........ On
occasions the national standards of the tribes figure in their .coins. The
Audumbaras appear to be very fond of their tribal insignia and three different
varieties aro employed by them. The symbol on the reverse of the Vi¢vimitra
type coin to the left of the udumbara tree is a trident—battle-axe—a tridila
and daxe combined. The same symbol is found on tho reverse of a hemidrachm
of Zoilus.”’®™

On the reverse of the Audumbara coin of the ‘Elcphant : Temple’ type, a
pillar is shown on cach side of the temple. The one 01 the left has a svastika
o1 it and the object which surmounts the pillar to the right scems to be a wheel
with ‘pendant garlands’. According to Cunningham the wheel represents the
Dhrarmachakra.’® There is no doubt that the symbols and the temple invest
the type with a religious character. -

(7) Pointed roofed temple : The object which appears on the square coppor
coins and the silver coin of Dharaghosha was described by Cunningham ag g
pyramidal temple of two or threo storeys, the lower storey being supported on
four or six pillars®’. Allan describes it as a ‘two storied (doomed stupa ’6s
while K. P. Jayaswal took the building as a ‘mote hall or some other public
building’ of the trihef®.

As regards this shrine, Mr. S. V. Sohoni has drawn our attention to the
third act of the Pratimanatekam of Bhisa%, In that act Prince Bharata looking
out for a suitable resting place bofore entering Ayodhya aotices a temple at g
distance without a weapon (praharanam) or banner (dhvaja) outside as an
emblem of the deity worshipped inside. Bhasa thus refers to a custom of placing
gome object outside a tcmple to symbolise the god worshipped in it. The
temple on the Audumbara coin shows a dhvejn and trident, and, battle-axe

810p. Cit, pp. 61-62.

2CASR, X1V, p. 136; also CAI, p. 66.
8¢ ASR, XIV, p. 136; also CAI, p. 66.
MCAI, p. G6.

80p. Cit, pp. 122ff.

%HP, p. 161.

& JNSI, Vol. IV, p. 56.
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(praharanwm) and on that ground Mr. Sohoni concludes that it must have been
a Saivite temple. He further suggests that the familiarity of the Indians with
the carly Roman temple coins through trade led to the adoption of this type.
A. S. Altekar, while commenting on Sohoni’s view, refers to a parallel furnished
by a Gurudadhvaje in front of the temple of Viaswdleva which was erected by
Heliodorus, the Greek ambassador at Vidisd, {owards the cnd of the second
century B. C., the approximate time ol the our coins. J. N. Bancrjea endorses
the view of Sohoni and describes the temple as “a Saiva shrine with double
domes and multiple pillars’.%

Thus it appears to be almost certain that the structure represonted on the
Audumbara coins stands for a shrine. While referting to the coins of the
Irippal find, R.D. Bancrji pointed out that the building appearing on those
coins is a three-storeycd one and slightly different in shapo from that appearing
on Cunningham’s coin®. In any case, the building may regardued as onc of the
ocarlicst representations of a well-devoloped temple moldel. A, K. Coomara-
swamy describes the buildings on the Audumbara coins “strustural shrines or
puvilions”m. In this connection, he refers to thoe pavilion with a double-orna-

mented plinth and enshrining ficurces of Skanda, Visikha and Mahasena to be

found on a coin of Huvishka®. The Audumbara coins ave, however, prior to

Hence they are impo:tant for supplying us with the
carlicst representations of the ancient Indian temples.

the coin of Huvishke.

The shrines appearing on th: Audumbara coins scem to have constitued the
proto-type of thePallava rathas, a suggestion which is based on the view of 5. K.
Saraswali which finds the resemblance between the Pirvati temple at Nichnd
Kuthiira, tho Lid Khin, the Kont Go.lt and the Megul(i temples at Aihole ete.

on the one hand and the storeye:l pavilions of the Andumbara coins on the

72 1 Ay L. . .
othor®. The Auwlumbara structures have ceriain characteristivs which are

commonly asso-iated with the Dravide temple style as lcown later times.

(8) Figure of Visvimitra :  Cunningham describes the figure on the silver
coin of Dharghosha as that of Siva+3. But it will be more appropriate to take
tho figure as that of Visvamitra since the name of the sage is given in the coin-
legerul. He was indeed the ‘patron saint’ of the tribe with which his connection
has been already shown to have existed from literary cvidence.

sOHIS, p. 799.
®Qp. cit, p. 218,
wHIIA, p. 45.
" bid, p. 48.
28K, p. 533.

BCALL p. 61. De. J. N. Banerj-a (DHL, p. 121) deserib. s the figure as Siva-
Vi.é,vﬁ-mitra, taking Vigvamitra os ono of the appellations of Siva. Though the
trident and battle axe on the reverse shows Saiva affiliation of the tribe
in the light of Vigvamitra’s councction with the wdumbura the figure concerned
appears to be that of Vidvimitra and not of Siva.
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(9) As regards the symbols % and & (sec coins of eclass III), it

may be noted that both of them oceur in the Paiichila serics (CCBM, pp. cexviii-
exix, 192:204). Th: formur symbol appsars also on soms coins found at
Ayodha (CCBM, p. 133) and on a class of Kuninda coins (CCBM, pp. ¢,

159-67). The symbol % is undoubtedly a varicty of ths woll known

\TZ or ¥ which was doscribed by Prinsg' p as a Jayedhveje (sce J ASB,
1V, p. 628). Elsewhere we have tried to explain the nature of the symbols
¥|{ and «  The nature of the pros:nt symbol characteris:d by two

hooks below is difficult to be oxplained.  Probably it also nmopresents g
Jayadhvejo ; or like Svastike ond many other symbols it is invest d with some
religious significance. Equally difficult is to cxplain the naturc of the other

symbol § which may be deseribod as a Brahmi M with two hooks below,

Allan has rcfraincd himself from making any attempt to cxplain these two
symbols. As to tho other two symbo L)CT) and \'@} » it may bo obscrved

that th latter symbol is probably a solar on; while the formeris the well-
known nendipade symbol, and thus both of them appuar to have had r.ligious
signification.

Forzign Influence on the Audumbara Coins
-

As regar.ls the extent of the foreign iufluence on tho Audumbara -oins, it
may he m-ntioned that this can be 1oticed only on the silver coins of Dhara-
ghosha a ul Mahideva. The influence of foreign metrology on these coins g
shown by the fa-t that they conform more to the weight-standard of the Indo-
Greek coins which is of 40 grains than to the indigenous measure whith is of
56 grains.™ As for cxample, the silver coins of Mahd leva (Class 2, Varioties
A and B) weigh 33 and 31 grains while those of Dharaghosha (Class 2,
Variety C) weigh 37.5 (CCBM) and 43.7 (CCPM) grains, Thus the weights of
the silver coins of the Audumbiras, varying from 31 to 43 grains, may be taken
to have conformed to the weight-standard of the Indo-Greek coins. I regard

TThe Iater Greek kings us L what is known as the Indo-Persian wajght-
standard of 86'45 grains. The hemidrachms of the Indo-Greck kings wuigh
substantially the half of a Persian siglos of 86-45 grains, or p-thaps do little
l-ss, th - average boing, say, 40 grains. The Indo-Persian weight standard of
40 grairs adapt~d by the Indo-Gre-k Kings influenced the coinage of the rulers
or trib s who cam: aft r them.
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to devices, it may be seen that the figure of Visvimitra on tho silver coins of
Dharaghosha bears a strong resemblance to Hercules crowning himself as found
on the hemidrachms of Lysias; the club has disappeared but the lion-gkin is
present. Besides, the coin itself also shows ‘unmistakable foreign influence’
from the standpoint of fabric. A touch of foreign influence is also discernible
in the adoption of the attributive epithet like rajaraja (rajurdja) by Mahidcva
on coins of Class 2. Besides the Indo-Bactrian influence the Scythian in-
flucnce on some Audumbara coins may also be noticed; as for example, one may
find oul n resemblance hetween the standing poses of Pallas who holds
thunderbolt. in right and aogis in left hand on a coin of Aszilises (Numismatic
Chronicle 1890, pl. X, 5a) and of Visviamitra

on the silver coins of
Dharaghosha, though the figure of the latter

lonks like that of n sace.

Political Condition of the Audumbaras

The corly history of the Audumbaras is  extremely obscure. Prayluski,
however, conjectures that they had to bear the brunt of th- Aryan aggression,
as o regult of which cvont there was adivision among the tribe.” According
to him, the Mahdabhdral« refers to the Adumbaras of the Punjab while the
authors of the Mahamayiirt, the Markandeye Purdana and the Brihatsaihitd
intended tu imply the Southern Udumbaras, Tt is true that availabl:
ovidence, numismatic as well as literary, tends to show that thore were more
than one 8ection of the Audumbaras, specially when Pliny places the Odom-
beorea on the m.uth of the Indus (see fn. 15). But the sunposition of the
division of the tribe dus to the Aryvan aitacx is purely conjectural. The
literary referenc s to the Audumbaras, on which Przyluski base.: his view, are
much later t':lmn the time of the Aryan infiltration in the Punjab. In the
time of the Satupathe Bydhmanpa, i.c.iu about the cighth century B. C., as
we havo tried to show before, the Audumbaras might have efsted probably
as member of the Salva group. But there is no evidence to suppose that the
Salvas or the Audumbaras were attacked by the Aryans and were, hence, divided
into two groups. The Audumbaras app ar «s an indepen 'l nt trib> not earlier
than the timo of the Genapdthe i. e, about tho fifth contury B, C.

In short,
nothing definite can he said about the carly history of the Audumbaras.

Numismatic ¢vidence shows that the tribe must have assertod its indepen-
dence and formed a s parato state in about the second century B. C. Thus
what happened to the Audumbaras betwaen the fifth and the second centuries
B. C. is at present unkunown.

In this connection,

however we may refor to a thoory of Tarn™, According
to him, Menander,

an Tndo-Greek King of the second contury B. C., oxtended
his dominion not only up to the Punjab but also up to Mathura. Tarn bolieves

74a, APP, p. 24, e F m\\
@ BI, pp. 238-40. "‘f\‘\\\“‘ JE 7 V,woé‘_\_\
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that -enc of Kulindrene referred to by Prolemy marks it as a Greek provinco and
ho thinks further that Ptol:my locates the Kulindrene, in ‘tho Upper Be s,
Sutloj, Jumna and the Ganges'. Kulindrene is obviously connected wi.h Kulind
of Indian rources. On tho provenance of their coins. the Kunindas are
assigned to the upper Beas and Sutlej. Feom these arguments Tarn infer. vhat
the Kulindrene-Kunindas thus living somewhere between West Panjab and
Mathura were under the Indo-Greck rioler Menander. Tarn further conel ides
that the Audumbaras, the findspots of whoso coins would place them on the
Upper Beas and so ia a territory contigacus to that of the Kunind s, were also
undor the same Indo-Greck ruler. '

Even if for the sake of argument wo do not deny the feasibility of the
theory of the exton:on of M-nandor’s cmpi-e up to Mathura, it is cxtromlcly
difficult to prove on the basis of Ptolemy’s ovidence that it cmbraced the whole
territory to the south of tie Himalayas siretching from the P mjab to
Mathura. A. K. Narain has +hown that the placo-names ending in -ene in
Ptolemy’s Geography do not necessar,ly indicate them ag appellations for Greek
provinces. * Moreover, Ptolemy has never explicit'y stated or implied that
his idea of Kulindrene was ba ed on an information gathered in the period of
Menander. Hence it e..nnot bo proved that the Xunindas and the Audumbaras
living in the Himalayan r.gion were subjugated by M mandar. In fact, wo
have coins of the tribos assignible to the sascond e¢:ntry B. C. and not to the
first century B. C. as Tarn boliives. Thus the Audumbiras and Kunindas
ruled independ ntly in a century w ich saw the risy of M nander and min-
tained their nd pund nce probably t.11 tho ond of the first contury A. D. Wh.n
did th- y disapp ar from th : stag : of history is not known at pri:s mt.”6e

As regarls h. form of the government >f th: Aulumbara:, iothing can
Le sail with ¢&rtainty. .Ja}'aswal hol ls that ihe tribe was a republi aa o.e
avl it “had an cle tive king.”7 O.:e must take note in this co::.ectivn of
the expres ion raife in the legeirl ‘Mahadivasa raita Sivalasasa O ubari g,
This may mean that the l:ader hip of the tribe was a sumel by Siva isa.
“What is diffiiult to explain iy this caw is the signifi an.c of the word
‘Mahideva’. Allan remarks thot the word is wed as a rcgal title ; at the
same time he also .av. that it may have beea the name of ar 1 r especially
when we have a silver - oit  bearing it.® P, L. Gup:a, however, does
not accept the wer’ ‘Mahadeva’ as used in the sense of g regal title on the
gr.unl that a.) expr s io.r u h as this applied to the god Siva coull 10t have
been usel by a tribal 1 aler.” Stressing the occurence of repre-entations

mld, p.ood.

785, Altekar’s suppo ition that the Aa ¢d in the
Madra republic ( Th(f };/akataka Gupt; Zgé ;(?1131?})111;1136‘;:;:&1? E?(ll..-gm(io. th

70p. cit, (third cdition) pp. 153-54.

80p., cit, p Ixxxiii

0p. cit, p. 204.
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of a temple anl trident peculiar to Siva, he suggests “that the word
Mahidova refers here to god Siva himsolf.”s®  Sivadasa’s coin, therefore, shows ;
. that tho coin belonged to god Siva, to king Sivadasa (or others) and to the
tribe Audumbara. In his opinion this interpretation is supported by the lagend
Bhagavata Mahddevasa®' As regards this legend, Gupta rejects Allan’s
view that it mea.s ‘uf Mahadeva, the worshipp r of Bhagavat’ and himsclf
suggests that it should be taken ax meaning ‘of the slmighty Mahideva, the
king of liing\:'. In Lhi_s voinlection he poinds out that though truatises on
ancient Indian polity are not aware of thy rule in the name of any god, roins,
in fa.t, were is:ucd by the Kupindas and the Yaudheyas in the names of
their respective presiding deities.® The conception of a polity in which the
ruler is consildered as a ‘mere agent of hig god’ was current. To sum up,
therefore, the tribal organisation of the Audumbaras does nos appear to be
a republican government. Wo may believe that the tribe had some form
of theocr.,tic government on the lines of those obtaining among c. rtain contem-
porancous trib s such as the Kunpindas. Tho pra:tice of dedicating the
stute to a god and its government Leing catried on by a human agent is thus - ,
shown to have been current among some tribes of ancient India. The Siso-
diya Rinas of Udaipur and the rulers of Travancore were found to have &
similar institution amongst them until recent times.

Religious and Economic conditions of the Audumbaras

The coins of the Aulumbaras that bear the device of a structure along
with a trident and a ba.tle-axo may afford some hlp in this controversial

matter. As weo have already shown, the s ru ture may signify a Saivite
temple. The trident anl th., batt]

o r-axe, the former being a special w.apon
s 1
of Siva, anl the names of th.

issusrs of coins su:h as-Sivalisa and Rudra-
da a, are deary inli.ative of the Saiva affiliation of the Aulumbaras. The
zoins thas boar the fizure Lf a bull als point to the sams conclusion, for the bull
pmbﬁbb’ stan ls for Nandi, the vdhana of Siva. This combined symbol, i. e.,
th: trilent and the batile-axe appeass sometim: s wi.h Siva on the roverse
of thz voins of Vema Ka lphises, the legenl on the revors; of whose coins
is: Maharajasa rajatiraja VimaKathphisasa or maharajasa rajatirajasa sarva-
loga isvarasa mahisvarasa Vima-~Kathphisasa tratara®® The same symbol is also
seen oun the coins of Vasudeva and Vasu, anl it is to be noted that when
Samudragupte issued coins in imitation of the cuins of the late Kushanpas,
he changed thaf symbol anl introlucel the Garuda symbol poculiar to the
Vaishnava faith.. Th. rplicement of the hill symbol with a crescent above,
possibly a Saiva one, by the Garuda syn;bol on Chandragupta II's

80/ bid.
817pid.
¥2[bid.
8s0CPM,Vol. 1, pl. XVII, 36.



24 The Audumbaras

silver coins, struck in imitation of the coins of those of the Wostern Satraps
may be cited here as a parallel instance. In short, the available evidence
is enough to justify the inference that the Audumbaras, at least a section of
them, professed the Saiva faith.8

The Audumbaras wecre advantageously situated on the great route of
commerce which through Sikela, Agrodaka and Rohitaka ran frcmm Taksha-
gila to the Gangetic valley. Tt was a route from Magadha to Kiémir.5®
Besides, their territory stood on the openings of scveral Himalayan valleys
serving as natural intermediaries between the¢ mountains and the plancs.
1t is to be noted that Pathankot where a number of coins of the tribe were
found, being th: junction of the commercial routes from Clamba, Nurpur
and Kangra, was an important® commercial contre® J. Przyluski relatiug
the story of the cloth of Kodumbara as found in some ancient texts like the
the Milinda Paitho and the Vessantara .Jdataka, has attempted to show that
the Udumbaras or the Audlumbaras thrived for their trade in this type of
precious cloth.#?” The Audumbaras may have grown prosperous through the
sale of woollen goods manufactured by them in the markets of the plains.
Pathankot iz still a well-known centre for the productioa of woollen goods
and shawls.?8 The ecoswmic affluence of the Audumbaras is also attested by
Buddhist texi~ like the Vinaye (viz. the scction ealled Chullvagga). The
silver coins of the tribo, though not many in number, also show that they
were one of thoso fow ancient Indian tribes issuing +ilver coins, whose financial

position may be presumed to have been sound.
Ethnology of the Audumbaras : Their social posilion
Though K. P. Jayaswal®® takev most of the republican peoplos of the

Punjab and Sind on the basis of the evidence of the Greek authors as belonging
to the “perfect and purc Arvan type of the Hindu®. it is difficult, howover,

83J. Przyluski in his La Legende de I’ Emperor “Adoka (p. 10-66) has, howcver,
shown that the merchants of ancient India contributcd in the diffusion of the
Buddhism slong the gr.at commerciad rout s of India, notably on the route
which ran from the lower valley of th* Ganges to Kadmir, through Mathura.
According to him, before the beginning of the Christian cra “th- capital of th
Audumbaras and the city of Aggal.upura were recogniscel as  citadels  of
Buddhism in the north-w-st rn regions”. (4PP, p. 12.). Further he conjee-
tures that the word Mepdhaka of the Divyarvaddna, corr. sponding to M ndaka
in Pili, which means ‘ram’ may recall ‘Aja’ (which m-ans he-goat) of the
name of Ajamitra, a king of the Audumbaras (Idid, p. 12;27). But hera jt
may bo mentioned that Ajamitra is the Prakrit from of sanskrit.hyamltm.
So far as the coins arc con-erned they do .not reflect the affiliation of their
issuers to Buddhism. :

BAPP, p. 12,

88371, cf. Pathankot.

870p. cit, pp. 13fF. -

8831, cf. Pathankot.

®HP, p. 188.
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to decscribe with any certainty the Audumbaras as such, Jayaswal’s view
may hold good as to the people like the Arjuniyanas and the Silankayanas,
their names being “proof positive of orthodox origin’, but tho Audumbaras
appear to stand on a different ethnic scale. With the help of linguistic
cvidenco, Przyluski attempts to determine the ethnic origin of the Auduin-
baras. Ho says: “Udumbare, Sanskrit name of Ficus glonterata, become, part
of & numecrous scries of worls borrowad by the Indo-Aryan from the Austro-.
Asiatic. Udumbare mears at the syme time, a country cf the Punjab and
the inhabitants of this region.”®® The word kodumbara, the name of a variety
of woollen goods, was also the name of the people who ma; ufactured the
tissues. Udumbara, Odumbare, Kodumbara may be thus regar led as variants
of the same name, applied to an Austro-Asiatic race in North.? To Przyluski,
these people, cthnically non-Aryan, appear to have been the speakers of an
Austro-Asiatic language,®® who, according to Herodotus,? were neither Aryans
nor Dravidians. Przyluski has placed them particularly in the marshy regions
where Pliny later on located a people called the Odombeores, presumably
a section of the Audumbaras who migrated from the north to Kachh on the
scacoast.”  In this connection it may be added that the name of the Adamvira
or Admera section of the Johiya Rajputs in the Punjab is rominiscont of the name

of the Audumbaras.® In tho modern community of the Gujrati Brahmins of the
Audumbara caste also the name of the tribo appears have beon survived.

Przyluski is of the opinion that tho Indo-Aryans had penetrated into tho
centre of the Austro-Asiatic masses and proceeded slowly towards the south-
cast and he is thus almost certain of the ethnic affiliation and the language
of the Audumbaras. According to him, the Audumbaras had “closo affinites with
the Kol populations (or Munda) who even to this day subsist in Chhotonagpur
region”. But it is risky to settle the question of their cthnology on the basis

of a .word ‘or two. It is possible to answer such questions with the help of
numismatic and other evidences of more reliable nature.

Like the view of Jayaswal, the thcory of Przyluski is also of the nature
of a hypothesis and therefore cannot be accepted as certain. The history of

the Audumbaras is, however, to be deduced from their association with Siva?®

\

00p. cit, p. 22,

01 I bed.

921 bid.

®3]11. 98-102.

%3ee Supra, fn. 15.
w6CAGI, p. 281.

) %Siva by the first century B, C. when the Audumbaras flourished, was
incorporatcd into the Brahmanical pantheon as a result of an amelgam of the

Vedlic Rudra and the non-Aryan Siva of. Siva-Pagupati on a Mohenjo-daro
seal.

10
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and from references to them in early Brahmanical texts as well as from the
distribution of their coins and their peculiarities. On the basis of available
evidence it appears that the Audumbaras, even if they were forciguers, were
absorbed in the Indian population with the passage of time and became
fully Hinduised. Pataiijali’s roference? to the Udumbaras (a variant of
the Audumbaras) together with the Bodhas as belonging teo the Kshatriya
gotre is a positive point in this direction.

7IL 4. 58. Bodhas belonged to the Sl lived here i
| dist somcwhere 11
the eastern district of the Punjfb, cf.?IP}‘3 p.a7? group and lived so



APPENDIX
The Vemakas

One coin definitely belongs to the Vemakas. 1t is a round silver coin and belongs
to the Lahore Muscum (Western Punjab)!. Bergny? was the first to read the name
Vemaka in the coin-legend which has been generally accepted.  There is another
eoin which is of copper ard square (not traceable at presa t), origirally noticed
by Rodgers and wrorgly attributed by him to Eermacus, may also be assigned
to the same people3. Its type and fabric arc common to thosc of the Lahore
Muscum spocimen which bears the legend Vemakise (or Vamakisa). The
legend on the former, as read by Allan, is Vamake—papasa.

The first coin, i.e. the silver coin “was found in a field near Jwalamukhi in
compony with three silver picees of the Kunindas and 28 Philopator
hemidrachms of Apollodotus?’’. The provenance of the secord coin is not very
certain, but as Allan informs us, it “camc from the Purjab, probably from
the Hoshiarpur district’’.5  Thus the two coins come almost. from the same locality
where the habitat of the people may be looked for.

If the copper coin can be definitely attributed to the Vemakas, it will be seen
that they like some of their neighbours issucd both silver and coprer coirs. Ccyper
was commonly issued by most of the tribes and it would be rather urusual if
coinuge of the Vemakas was confined to silver alone. The two coins may be

taken as representing two different classes, based on differences in shape, legend
and metal.

CLASS 1
(Silver, round)

Obverse : Bull right, lotus in front, Legend in Kharoshthi :
Raiia Vemakisa Rudravarmasa vijayata.
Roverse : Elephant right with upraised trunk, trident with axe on left.
Legend in Brihmi : Rgjio Vemakisa Rudravarmasa vijayaka (2).
N. B.—Cunningham read Rajna instead of Raiia on the obverse. Whitchead
accepts his reading, CCPAL, p. 167. The reading vijayata on the obverse suggest-
ed by Cunningham, Rapson and others is accepted by Allan in the text of his
Catalogue (p. 126), but in the Iniroduction of the same work, he proposes to read
vijayays instend of vijayata and says that vijeyaya is n Prakrit equivalent of
vijayake (oceurring in the Brahmi legend), which is an adjective meaning ‘victo-

rious’. vp. cit., PP Ixxxv.Ixxxvi. Allan correctly reads Vemakisa in the Intro-
duction of his Catalogue, p. Ixxxv.

Jant
\¢CPM, p- 167, Pl. XVI, No. 137. Also CCBM, p. 125, Fl, XIV, 13,

2y R AS 1990, p. 419. His ronding wes secepted by Ripson who olsorved
ghat Vemaki stands for Vaimaki, ibid, p. 429,

sCCBM, p. 280. PL XLV, 14. Tt may bo notod horo th .t tho corroct form of
gho tribsl namo js Vemalka ~nd not Vamaka, JNSI, Vol. XXIV, p. 6.

WAL p. 67,
sCCBM, p. cliv and fn, 2.
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CLASS 2

(Copper, square)

Obverse: Elephant right, ltJ behind. legend in Brihmi :

Vemakajanapadasa.

Reverse : Buli Left, and Lé) and gﬁ above.

N. B.—Allan tries to read Rdja before V—mak—napazasa, but is not very
sure as to hisreading, for he says that what he reads as Rgje “may, however.
be a nandipada,’’ op. cit., p. cliv. On the analogy of Rijanya, Sibi and Trigarta
coin-legends, it appears that the legend on the present coin is most probably Vemg-
kajanapadasa. The coin does not beer any Kharoshthi legend and hence the side
with the Brahmi legend has been taken as obverse.

Rudravarma, the ruler of the Vemaka tribe

Cunningham® and Whitehead? attribute the coin of Rudravarma to the Audum.
baras. Allan® also subscribes to thoir view. In the words of Allan® : “Hijg
(Rudravarmi’s) types are those of Mahideva, except that the elephant is to the
right. The elephant and trident with axe on hardle again suggest the attribution
to the Audumbara dynasty'’ In other words, Allan attributes the coin to the Avdum.
baras mainly on the ground of typological resemblance. As regards the sccong
coin, Allan isnot quite certain about its attributionand he concludes it in the list
of ‘uncertain coins’. But he seems to be in favour of ascribing it to the Audun,.
baras since it bears the figures of a bull and an elephant which are found also on
the coin of Rudravarma and on the silver coins of Mahiddeva of the Audumbara
series. Besides, according to him,!® the legend V—mak (-)(.) n apapasa: Vemaka
—*“would suggest a further link with Rudravaraman and the Audumbaras.’’

Apparently on the ground of the typological similerity beweeen the coin of
Rudravarmi and the coins of Mahadeva of the Audumbares, Rudravarma may
be said to have belonged to the Audumbara tribe. But a very important point,
neads to be considered here. The coin in question expressly states that Rudra.
varmi was a Vemaki (Vemakisa Rudravarmasa). And if Odu(m)bari appearing
on the coins of the Audumbaras means ‘a ruler of the Odumbara tribe’, Vemaki
should likewise mean ‘ruler of the Vemake tribe’ in which case Rudravarmi w ould

8CAI, pp. 66, 68, P1. IV, 6.
0p. cit., p. 167.

80p. cit., p. IXxxv.

81bid,

07bid., p. oliv.



Tho Vemalkas 29

appear to have hoeen a ruler of tho Vemaka tribe and not of the Audumbara
(Odumbara). 1. C. Kar has. therefore, rightly attributed the silver coin of
Rudravarmi described above to a tribe called the Vemakas.M!

The possibility of Rudravarmi's affiliation to a tribe other than the Audum-
haras was also pointed out by Allan and Rapson. Allan takes Vemaki as pro-
presenting *an otherwise unknown family of the Audumbaras,’? while Rapson?®
observes that “‘a people of this name scems not to be known from any other
gource’’. A glance at old litcrary texts will show that the word Vemaka is not a
rarc onc.

The word Vemaka in Sunskrit which etymologically means ‘weaver’ (see Monier-
williams, Sanskrit- English Diclionary, p. 1013) appears a5 the name of & sage
in the Harivwisa® and Brahmapurane'® whose wife brought up the Kaurava
king, Ajupdréva, the great grand-son of Janamejaya Parikshit. As the evidence
of the coins shows, Vemaka, stands for a tribe. In this connection one may refer
to tho Mahdbharata!® wherein a people called the Vaiyamakas (in some editions
Vairaimaka) is mentioned along with the Audumbaras and the Darvas, Kagmiras,
Trigarttas and other tribcs. The name Veirdmake also occurs in the Mahs-
mayari.V Attention may also be drawn to the commentary of Bhatta Utpsala on

-

. 111H_Q, Vol. X_X. pp. 53 62. R. D. Banerji first oxpressed douhts 28 to the
attribution of coins of Rudravermi, Mahimita, Bbinumite, VireyeSes
Vrishni to the Audumbaries.  AS regards the coins of Maz.himi;?, “ndr‘ %chﬁl." ’ E:nd
thoy have been attributed by us to the Audumbaras on grou;xas sta.tadn;;? o
p. 15. For R. D. Banerji’s viow, JASB, 1914. Num. Suppl., p. 248 e
1207, cit., p. Ixxxvi. o .

BOp. cit., p. 429,
uyIT, 1. 14-15,

XTI, 136-37. A comparison ;

Al . 4 P2 of the verses embodying 8ame Story in the
Harwam.éa.a,nd Brahmapurdpa shows that Remake in fome rﬁanusoriptayof the
Jattor text is apparontly a scribal mistake for Vemaka. '

-éawsf(whdparvan, Chapter 50, verses 13-14 ; edited by Haridisa Siddhantavi
giea, ¢f-
Kairata D_m-a,dd Darvah Sara Vaiyamakdstaths |
A}L_d'ufr_nb_a:m Durvibhagah Parad@ Bahklikath Saha//
é&.a:s‘nma'scha- Kumarascha Ghorak@ Harmsakadyanah/
- tbi Trigartta Yaudheya Rdjanya Madra Katkayah//
The tribe called the Darvas gave rise to the name of their country Darva-
bhisara which corresponds to the Punch and Naoshere districts of Kashmir,

the Kagmiras were evidently the people of modern Kasmir ; and the Tri :
appoar to have lived in the Jullandur Doab. ’ ¢ Trigartiss

Vaiyamaka of tho nbove pass~ge is derived from Vydmake. If Vydmaka
i8 to be tekon jdontical with Vemaka, which givos rise to Vaimaka or Vzimah',

it i8 to be assumed that tho person callod Vemaka wes nlso known a8 Vyamaka
or that Vemaka and Vyamoka were two differont personalities. '

17V airamake Balo Y aksha Avantydam Priyadar$anak, 1. 48, See J A, 1916
43, 95; also J UP HS, Vol. XV, pt. 2, pp. gB, 42, ’ 'FP
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Varahamihira’s Brihatsamhita'® which refers to o tribe named Vaimaka in the
north:eestern division of India, alorg with the Ki§miras, Darades and Darva-
bhimuras (apparently a mistake for Darvabhisira). Tt is difficult to say whether
all theso three forms—Veaiyameka, Vairamake andVaimaka—are to be regarded
a8 approximations to the numismatic form Vemaka, but sufficient weight is to be
attached to the fact that the Vaiyamakas of the ./ akdbhdrate are aszociated with
tribes like the Audumbaras, Daradas ctc. inhabitirg the regions where the Vemakas
also appeer to have lived with them as neighbours. The findspot of the silver coin
of Rudravarma also tends to support the conclnsion that the Vemakas, to which
Rudravarmi belonged, were ncighbours of the Audumbaras and other tribes
of north-western India. The close resemblance bhetween the coin-types of the
Vemakas and those of Mahideva of the Audumbara series, as already noticed,
ghould “suggest proximity of mints and of districts of circulation, for as Rapson
has already pointed out Indian coin-Ly pos i jon - Tonidnuasidy local in character”.
Thus there is little room for doubt that the Vemakas and the Audumbaras were
neighbours but not identical.

18Atha pragullarasyam Kavlule DBralmapura Kunindg Diadine Férata
Nashtardjya Var washira Vaimeke Nalkaliasimlagrig Clipare Toifana
Saryaka Parvataka Kasmire Darade Darvalkinaura Jaigsyrg PatolaSair? dhra
Kuchintarna Kii@ta Pusupdle China Suvaingllami Depgetlala Derodi@ ari,

This quotation is from Paragara and it firds place in the commentary of Bhatta
Utpela on Varihamihira’s work (sce S. Dvivedi’s Rdition. Pt. I, DP- 2!33-94).
Pariasara is believed to have been carlier than Varihamihira who mentiors Vagi.
shtha and Nagnajit as carly authorities ar.d Utpala makes extracts frcm these
two authorities.

VBGP-1965,66--7237F.270
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PLATE I

Obv. Tree in an enclosure on left; forepart of an clephant to right
(not distinct). Undulating line below.  Legend in Kharoshihi: Aaha-
devasa Raiia Sivadasasa (fragmentary). Rev: Pointed roofed temple of
two or three storeys.  Trident with an axe on right.  Legend in Brithmi:
Odubarisa Sivadasasa (not distinct).  Copper rectangular.  Latter hall' of
the 2nd century B.C. P. 7.

Same as above but the name of the issuer is Mahadeva. 1. 8.

Same as above but the lorepart of an clephant is not visible. "The name
of the issuer is Rudraddsa, P. 8.

[N. B. Coins reproduced here (Pls. I-V] are shown as double the

originals. ]
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6.

PLATEL II

Obv: Viévamitra, standing facing with right hand raised, traces of
skin over left arm. Legends in Kharoshthi: in front Vispamitra; around
Mahadevasa Raiia Dharaghoshasa; below Odubarisa. Rev: Trident with
axc on right. Tree in an enclosure on left.  Legend in Brihmi: around
Mahddevasa Raiia Dharaghoshasa; below  Odubarisa. Silver round. st
century A.D. P. 9.

Samec as 3, Kharoshthi legend is slightly clearer than that on no. 3
Forcpart ol an clephant is visible but the tree in an enclosurc to left is
indistinct. D. 8. '

Same as nos. 3 and 5. Both the tree and the forepart of an elephant
on the obverse are visible P. 8.

. ey

Obv: Humped bull on left, .@’) on left, ES.J above. Legend
in Kharoshthi Bhagavatamaha (decasa) (around), Rajaraiia (below). Rev:
Elephant to left.  Traces of legend around.  Below Rdjaraja in Brihmi.
Silver round. Ist century A.D. Variety B. P. 9.
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8.

10.

PLATE III

Obv: Humped bull on right. Lotus flower in front. Legend in
Kharoshthi: Bhagavala Mahadevasa (around), Rajaraja below. Rev:
Elephant to left. Trident on left. Legend in Brihmi: Bhagavata
Mahadevasa (around), Rajaraja (below).  Silver round. Ist century AD.
variety A. P. 9.

Obv: Tree in railing. O on right. Undulating line on lefi.

Reverse:  Temple. Traces of Brahmi legend.  Issuer uncertain. Copper
round. lIst century A.D. variety K. P. 13,

Obv: Bull right. Lotus in front. Legend in Kharoshthi: Raiia Vemakisa
Rudravarmasa  vijayata. Rev: Elephant right with upraised trunk,
trident with axc on left. Legend in Brahmi: Rajie Vemakisa Rudravar-
masa vijavaka. Silver round. Ist century A.D. P. 27,



PLATE III




13.

PLATE 1V

. Obv: Male figure standing to left holding a spear in right hand.  Legend

in Kharoshthi: Raila Ajamitasa. Rev: Elephant to left, tree on lelt.
Legend in Brahmi: Ajamitasa.  Copper round. st century B.C. or the
beginning of the Ist century A.D. P. 10.

. Obv: Elcphant to right. Traces of legend. Rev: Tree in railing.

Legend in Brihmi: Asata....hakra (?). Copper round. lst century
B.C. or the beginning of the Ist century AD, P, 10.

Obv: Elephant to left. Legend in Kharoshthi: Raiia Bhanumitrasa.

Rev: Symbols like the following: % § ¥ Jegend in

Brahmi: (Rae)iia Bhinumita(sa). Copper round. Ist century B.CL or the
beginning of the Ist century A.D. P, 10,

. Samc as no. 11.
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16.
17.

PLATE V

. Rev: Elephant to left. Legend in Brihmi: Aahimitasa (illegible).

Copper round. Ist century B.C. or the beginning of the lst century
A.D. P.10. ’

Same as above.

Obv: Standing male figure.” Legend in Kharoshihiz Mah(iymitrasa.
(;Olgp‘f’r lr((),.lmd. Ist century B.C. or the beginning of the Ist century

Samec as 13.

Same as 17.

Samec as the obverse of 11,
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PLATE VI
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