


RIGI-ITS OF MAN 

IlY 

THOMAS PAINE 

EDITED ll\' 

HYPATIA BRADLAUGH BONJ\'"ER 

P.EI:-a; .•\S EST!f:EI.Y l'E\\' ,\Sil l'S.\llllliH;Eil ISSl'E 

Lo:-:no:-~: 

\VATTS & CO., 
JOII:'\SO::~s l"l)L'_Ia, FLEEr STREET, LC' .. l 

•. , ' l ,_ ''IL=IU 



\... 
~'"\ ) 

- --- ----

-1 .ibra ry liAS. Shirr Ia 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
00013864 

I'RISTEO IS GREAT lliUTAI~ 



EDITOR'S FORE\VORD. 

I no not feel that any apology is necessary for the appearance of yet 

another edition of one of the chief works of Thomas Paine. His writing-s 

have been before the work! for the past hundred years, ami as long as men 

lo,·c liberty and eamest, straightforward speech, so long will the words of 

Thomas Paine be read. 
The task of editing this present issue of the RIGHTS oF MAN has not 

been exactly a light one, for on comparing the modern editions with one of 

1791 I found them very faulty ; words are left out altogether, wrong words 

substituted for right, whole paragraphs (amounting in all to se\·eral pages) 

omitted, and even a sentence interpolated. The interpolated sentence was 

evidently originally intended as a footnote, but in printing- it became 

carried into the text, where, as an utterance l'f the year '.i'J', it is 
singularly out of plao.:e. On comparing some ,,f the early edition:{ I [,,und 

that these also ,·aried a little, the variati,,ns in s0me cases hl•ing due tel 

Paine's own c,,rrecti,ms. In ''nler to present the best reading pc1ssihle, I 

ha\·.; consulted the 1st editi,,n (Jclhnson's, I/91), the ~IH.l, 3rd, Gth, 7th, and 

Hth (J,,nlan's, 1791 and I/1)2), Synwmls' ..:heap edition (Ii<J2)--which I am 
ini"ormed hy l\1 r. :\1. D. l'l'nway was carefully re\·ised by Paine himself-- a 
Dublin edition (P. Uyrn,•, -'i<JI ), the 2nd Frl•nch editi,m (Buisscm, 1 i<JJ), 

Carlile's (I8I<J), a l\cw York edition (18Jo), a (ilasg·ow editicln (ISJJ), 

Cousins' (•837), Edward Truelove's, James 'Vabon's editi,,n (published by 

himself, llolyc1ake & Co., ami Frellerick Farrah), the Frc'l'thclllght Publi~h

ing- Company's (1883), ]. l\1. \Vh~clc•r's (IS<Jl), ami :\1. D. c,,nway's (•S•J-t). 

Fourteen of these I ha\"e cc,mpared word for won!, and the rcmaimler 1 
ha\"e ],,okcd ~hrough most o.:arcfully. The earliest in whio.:h I fc'liiH.l , erbal 

alterations (prohahly for the mosL part due to careless press reading-) was 

the \-\"atson edition; tlwsc whio.:h f,,n,,w~d (I thl 1wt includ..: :\Jr. Tru..:J,,,.,.·s, 

whio.:h is undated, nor Mr. c,,nway's) o:unlain n(l't c'nly the errc1rs of th.:: 
\\"at Sllll cditiPn, but \"ariations pco.:uliar lei thcJll~.:h ..,~. of \\"hich th~ mnsl 

r<:markabk· is th..: <•mis"i''ll ,,f nw"t ,,f the "''ll'S and a nu1nh..:1· ,,r )'ilra
graphs frc1111 lhc text. 1 have noted in th.:ir plao.:es th.:: 111\11"1.: imp,,rtant 
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variations, but I began to find the ~\·ords "This paragraph [or "this note"] 

omitted from the modern edit ions " become \'cry irritating to the eye, and 

therefore after and in~luding p. 67 all such omissions arc simply marked 

with an asterisk. 

The present issue is based upon the Johnson, Jordan, and Symor ds 

editions. I have g-h·cn clue regard to Paine's own corrections, but in tlwsc 

cases where the strength of the passage seemed rather to lose than to gain 

by the alteration I h:n·c adhered to the original text, following the author's 
inspiration rather than his reticction. The original orthography, charactcr

i:.;tic punctuation, usc or absence of capital letters, is restored in order to 

put the RIGIITS OF MA:;; befo~e its readers to-day as nearly as possible as it 
appeared in 179 r. The construction of sentences could not be modernised 

without destn,ying the power of the book, and eighteenth-century 

C<1nstruction wedded to nindeenth-century orthography did not make a 
harmonious whole. By restoring tlw original spelling and the original 

phra!'ing the general effect is altogether strengthened, and the reader is 
hrLlught more closely in touch with the times in which the book was written. 

In Part I I. I have indicated all the passages included in the Attorney
General's Information upon which Paine was tried in/179~. This, as far as 

I am aware, has ne\·er been done in any predous edition. 

Bcf,ne (llncluding this note r desire tl) express my indL·htedncss to 

!\lr. J<lllll :d. R,,hertson and others r,,r the loan of rare editions o[ the 

Rl<;l!Ts OF :\1.\x. 

HYPATIA llRADL\UGil BONNER. 



RIGHTS OF l\IAJ\': 

BEING A:\' .\:'\:->1\'ER TO ~!R. llURKE"S ATTACK 0:'\ TilE 

FRE:'\Cll RE\"OLUTIO:\'. 



SIR, 

TO 

GEORGE \V:\SH lNGTON, 

PReSIDENT OF TilE l::'>ITEU STATES OF. A~IERlCA. 

I present you a small Treatise in defence of those 

l'rillciples of Freedom which )'Ol'r exemplary Virtue 

hath so eminently contributed to establish. That the 

Rig-hts of Man muy become as universal as your 

Benevolence can wi!>h, and that you may enjoy the 

Happiness of seeing the New \Vorld regenerate the 

Old, is the prayer of 

Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 

Obedient humble Servant, 

Tll0:\1:\S 1':\INE. 



PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION. 

l'no~t the part Mr. Burke took in the 
,\mei·ican ReYolution, it was natural 
that I should consider him a friend to 
mankind ; and as our acquaintance 
..:ommenced on that groun_d, it would 
ha\·e been more agreeable to me to 
h:we had cause to continue in that 

am going to mention) I had formed 
other expectations. 

I had seen enough of the miseries 
of war to wish it might ne\·er more 
have existence in the worrd, and that 
some other mode might be found out 
to settle the diiTercnces that should 

opinion than to change it. occasionally arise in the neighbour-
At the time ;vrr. Burke made his hood of nations. This ..:ertainly might 

violent speech last winter in the be clone if Courts \\·ere disposed to 
English Parliament against the French set honestly about it, or if countries 
Renllution and the NatiLmaL\ssembly, were enlightened enough not to be 
I was in Paris, and had written to hi in made the dupes of Courts. The 
but a short time befL1re to inform him people of America had been bred up 
how prosperously matters were going in the same prejudices against France, 
on. Soon after this I saw his a,h-er- which at that time charackrised the 
tisemcnt of the pamphlet he intended people of England ; but experience 
to publish. As the attack was to be and an acquaintance with the French 
made in a language but little studied, nation ha\·e most e!Te..:tually shown to 
and less understood in France, and : the Americans the falsehood of those 
as e\·erything su!Ters by translatiL1n, I , prejudices ; and l do not belie\·e that 
promised some of the friends L,f the a more cordial and conlidential inter
Rc\·nlution in that nnllltry that when- ..:ourse exists between any two 
e\·cr 1\lr. lhn·ke's pamphlet came' countric•s than between America and 
forth l would answer it. This France. 
appeared tL1 me the more ne,·e~sary \Vhen I came to France, in the 
to he done when I S;\\1" the nag-rant Spring- nf I jHj, the :\rchbislwp of 
misr,,prcsentatiLms which Mr. Burke's Thoulnuse was then l\linister, and at 
pamphlet contains; and that while that time hig-hly esll'cmeJ. _I became 
it is an outrage0us abuse L'll the much acquainted with I he priYate 
French Re\·nlution and the prim·ipk•s Secrl'lary nf that Minister, a man of 
of Liberty, it is an impositi,,n nn the an enlarg-ed beneH,Ient heart ; and 
rL•st of the wnrld. f,nmd that his sentiments and my 

I am the lll<ll·e astonish,,([ and Ji~-, own perfectly agreed with rcsped t,, 
app,,inteJ al this c,mduc:t in ;\!r. the madness ,,f war, and the wretdH~d 
Burke, as (frL'Ill the cii·..:umstan,·c I impoli,·y of two nations like Eng·Iand 
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and Fnmcc, continually worrying ing each other, had entertained to the 
each other, to no other end than that injury of both. 
of a mutual increase of burdens and When the French Revolution bnk~ 
taxes. That I_ might be assured I out, it certainly afforded to Mr. Burke 
had not misunderstood him, nor he an opportunity of doing some glJOli, 
me, I put the . ~ubstance of our had he been disposed to it ; instead 
opinions i_n~o. wntmg and sent it to of which, no sooner did he sec the 
him; subJ0111 1ng a request, that if I , old prejudices wearing away, than he 
shLmld sec among the people of, immediately began sowing the seeds 
England any dispos~tion to cultivate 1 of a new inveteracy, as if he were 
.1 better understandmg between the I afraid that England and France would 
~wo nations than ~lad hitherto pre- 1 cease to be enemies. That there arl.! 
vaikd, ho\\~ far I nught be authorised I men in all countries who get their 
to say that the same disposition ' \i\·ing by war, and by keeping up the 
prevailed on the part of !~ranee? He ' quarrels of Nat ions, is as shocking as 
answl.!red /me by letter 11l thG- most it is true ; but when those who arc 
unrcsen-eJ manner, and that not for concerned in the go\·crnment of a 
himself only • but for the Minister, country make it their study to sow 
with whose know.ledge the letter was discord, and culti,·ate ·prejudices 
declared to be wntlen. between Nations, it becomes the 

1 put this letter into the hands of more unpardonable. 
:'\[r. Burke almost . three years ago, \Vith respect to a paragraph in this 
anll_ left it w~th hun, where it still work alluding to )•1•·. Burke's having 
rem<tins; hoptng-, an~ at the same a pension, the report has been some 
time naturally exp:..:ltng-, front the time in circulation, at least two 

· ·on I hall con..:et\"ed of him that months ; and as a person is often the optnl . • 
h.: \nHtid hml spme opportunitv of last to hear what concerns him the 

. k
1
• 11 ,, «ood use of it, for - the most to know, I h;tve mentionell it 

tn.L ..., :-t • 
_ 0 .-. of remnnng those errors that 1\lr. Burke "may have an O[)por-pul p "o.o . • • 

• 1 ·r 'J·udtces wht..:h two netg-hhour- tunity of contradicting the rumour, if 
anu I' " . ·. 
. ations trom the want ol know- he thinks proper. 
Ulg" 11 . 

THO:\lAS PAINE. 
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A~IONG the incivilities by which opinion then was, that the Fr·ench 
nations or individuals pro\·oke and , had neither spirit to undertake it nor 
irritate each other, Mr. Burke's · fortitude to support it; and now that 
pamphlet on "the French Re\·olution there is one, he seeks an escape by 
is an extraordinary instance. Neither condemning it. , 
the people of France, nor the National Not sufficiently content with abusing 
Assembly, were troubling themseh·es the National Assembly, a g-reat part 
about the affairs of England, or the I of his work is taken up with abusing 
English Parliament ; and that Mr. i Dr. Price (one of the best-hearted 
Burke should commence an unpro- ' men that lin!s) and the two societies 
voked attack upon them, both in I in England known by the name of 
parliament and in public, is a conduct the Rc\·olution S,>ciety and the Society 
that cannot be pardoned on the score 1 for Constitutional Information. 
of manners, nor justified on that of/ De Price had preacheJ a sermon 
plllicy. on the 4th of Novemher, 17H9, being 

There is scarcely an epithet l>f' ~he anni\·ersary of what is called in 
abuse to be li.mml in the English England the Re\·,•luti,m, which t,,,,k 
language, with which !\Ir. Burke has, place r68H. Mr. Burke, speaking of 
Illlt loaded the French nation anJ this sermon, says, "The p<llitical 
the National :\ssembly. E\·erything Divine proceeds d,,g-matically tel 
which rancmir, prejudice, ignorance or, assert, that by the principles ol the 
kmn\'ledge could suggest, is poured : Re\·olution, the pcl>ple vf Englallll 
forth in the copic>us fury of near four, ha\·e acquired three fumlamcntal 
hundred pages. In the strain and <>n 'rights: 
the plan l\1 r. Burke was writing, he 1. To choose our v\\"n g-,wernors. 
mig-ht ha\·e \n:itten ,m to as many 

1 

2. '1:-• c:~shiet·· thenf fcn-'misconuuct. 
tlk•usands. \\hen the tongue or the 3· lc> lrame a gcwernment llH" 
pt.!n is ll!llnose in a phrenzy of passion, clul·seh·es." 
it is the man, and not the subject, that Dr. PI"ice th>es Illlt say that the 
becLlmes l!Xhausted. rig-ht to do these things exists in 

I-Iithl!rto l\Ir. Burke has been mis-' this or in that p~rscliT, ,,r in this or in 
taken and disappointed in the opinions that d~scripti,m Llf perscms, but that 
he haJ formed of the aiTairs of it exists in the ~;·hole; that it ts a 
France; hut such is the ing-l!Imity ,,f rig-ht resid~nt in the natiLln. ~lr. 
his hope, or the malig-nancy of his l3urkl!, on the l"lllltran·, dl!nies that 
dt.!spair, that it furnishes him with such a right exists i;1 thl! naticlll, 
Ih:w pretences t,l g-o on. There w;\s cithl!r in whole •'r in part. L'r that it 
a tinw \\·hen it was impossible ll> ~xists anndler.:; and, \\·hat is still 
makl! 1\lr. Burkl! hl!lil!\''-' th.:re would nll>rc ~tra;lg"l! and m:uTL·II,,us, hl! sa\·~. 
be any Rl!n.lluticln in Francl!. His "that the pt.!clple of Eng-land ultl!.rl)" 

B 2 
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disclaim such a ri~ht, and tl~at the!' I 

"II r~sist the practical assert1un of 1t 
WI " . I l' " 'fh with their h\·es am ortunes. at 
men should take up arms and spe!1d 
their ih·cs ~nd fortunes, u~t t~ mam
tain their n_ghts, b_ut to man~!am they 

1 ave not nghts, IS an ent1rely new 
;~ccics of disco\:cry, ;_tnd suited to the 

•tradoxical gcmus ot l\lr. Burke. 
P• The method which Mr. Burke takes 
to pro,·e that t~c people of England 
have no such nght~, a~1d that such 
ricrhts do not now ex1st m the nation, 
ei~her in who}e or in part, or any
where at all, 1s of the same marvel
luus and monstrous kind with what 
he has already said; for his arguments 
arc that the persons, or the genera
tion of persons, in whom they did 
exist, are dead, and with them the 
ri.rht is ucad also. To prove this, he 
qt7otes a c.lcclaration made by parlia
ment about a hunc.lred years ago, to 
\Villiam anc.l :\Iary, in these words: 
"The Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, do, in the name of the 
people af<>rcsaid (meaning the people 
,,f Eng-land then li\·ingj, most humbly 
and faithfully submit themsch·cs, their 
hl'irs and posterities, f,H- EVEI~." llc 
als'' qtwtl'S a clau~e of anuthcr a~t of 
parliament made 1n thc same rc1gn, 
the terms of whi.:h, he says, "bind 
us (meaning the peL• pie o_f that day j, 
our lu·irs and our poslcn~v. to tlu·m, 
their lu·irs and posterity, to the eml ,,f 
tintl.!." 

:'II r. Burke c,,nceives his P''int 
suflicicntlv establishcc.l by proc.lucing 
~hose ..:la~tscs, which he cnf,•rces by 
saying that they cxcludc> the right of 
the nat ion for <'7'er. ,\nd not vet 
c,,ntent with making- such dccla.ra
tions, rcpeatecl lWcr and over ag-ain. 
he further says, "that if th~ pe1 1 pl~ of 

1 Eng·land f'<lSSl'Ssed such a ng-ht bef,,n: 
the Rel·,,luticm I which he acktww
lcdg-cs to ha 1·e hcen the caSL', nclt 
only in Eug·land, hut thr,,ug-hout 
EurllpC, at an earh· peri,,d 1. yet that 
the l~·uxlish .\.atiUI; did, at the time 
, 11 the Rc·1 olutiLlll, fllllsl ,..,,lcmnly 

renounce anc.l abdicate it, for them
selves, and for all their posterity, for 
ever.'' · 

As Mr. Burke occasionally applies 
the poison drawn from his horrid 
principles (if it is not prophanation to 
call them by the name of principles)' 
not only to the English nation, but 
to the French Revolution and the 
Nationai·Assembly, and charges that 
august, illuminated and illuminating 
body of men with ·the epithet of 
usurpers, I shall, sans cdn1monic, place 
another system of principles in oppo
sition to his. 

The English parliament of 1688 did 
a certain thing-, which, for themselvcs 
and their constituents, they had a 
right t,l ·do, and which it appeared 
right shoulc.l be done: but, in addition 
to this right, which they possessed by 
delegation, they set up another rigid 
by assumption, that of binding and 
controuling posterity to the end of 
time. The case, therefore, divides 
itself into two parts; the right which 
they possessed by delegation, and the 
right which they set up hy assump
tion. The first is admitted; bat with 
respect t,, the second, I reply-

Therc never did, there never will, 
and then: never can •. e~ist a parlia
ment, or any dcscnptwn of men, 
or any generation L?f men, in any 
country, possessed of the right or the 
pow..:r of binding and controuling 
posterity to the "end <~( lime," or of 
cc11nmanding for ..:\·cr lww the worlll 
shall b..: gon~rncd, or who shall 
g-m·ern it ; and therefore all such 
~lauses, ads ''r declarations hy which 
the makers ur them att t.'lllpt to du 
what th..:y ha1·e neither the rig-ht 
n,,r the P<'wer l<l c.lo, nor l he powc>r 
to execute, arc in themsch·cs null 
ami n1id. E\·cry ag-.: anc.l g·c>nera
tiLlll must be as fr~e tll act fnr 

1 Thi"' parl·ntlwt i~·;~l n•rnark i_~ nmillPd in 
thl· Jllrdan·~ tJ!h edllh'll ( 1i9l), Ill Syrnonds' 
( Jf(J.!J, and i11 many t:Llc~· l 1 11l~~-. It io.;, lhl\\'

l!\'er. retailll'd hy L arhlc t IKHJ), c·llliSills 
{I SJ7J. a11d T• u,.,,,_., .. -II. l:l. B. 
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itself in all ras1~s a!' th<! ag-es and 1 his political church arc of the same 
;.:·.:nerations which preceded h. The ' nature. 
~-anity and presumption l,f g-o,·erning- The la\\"S of every country must be 
beyond the grave is the most ridi.cu- analog-ous to some common princi pie. 
lous and insolent of all tyranmcs. In England no parent or master, nor 
l\lan has no property in man ; neither all the authority of parliament, omni
has any generation a property in the potent as it has called itself, can bind 
g-enerations which arc to follow. or controul the personal freedom cn!n 
The parliament of the people of 1688, of an indi,·idual beyond the age of 
or of any other period, had no more twenty-one years. On what ground 
right tL1 dispose of the people of the of right, then, could the parliament of 
pres<!nl day, or to bind or to CL1ntroul 1688, or any other parliament, bind 
them in mn• shape ~olwlet•er, than the all posterity for ever? 
parliament -or the people of the present Those who have quitted the world, 
day ha,·e to dispose of, bind or con- and those who ha\·e not yet arri,·ed at 
trout those who are to li,·c a hundred it, -are as remote from each other as· 
or a thousand years hence. E\·ery the utmost stretch of mortal imag-ina
generation is, and must be, competent tion can concei,·e. \\'hat pL1Ssible 
to all the purposes which its occasions obligation, then, can exist between 
require. It is the living, and not the them ; what rule or principle can be 
dC'ad,.that arc to be accomnwdated. laid down that of two non-entities, the 
\Vhen man ceases to be, his power one out L,f existence and the other not 
and his wants cease with him ; and in, and who ne\·cr can meet in this 
h;l\·ing no longer any participatiDn in world, the one should controul the 
the concerns of this world, he has no other to the end of time? 
kmger any authority in directing who In England it is said that money 
~hall be its . go\·crnors, or how its cannot be taken ,,ut (,f the P''..:kets of 
g-,n·C'rnmcnt shall be L1rganizcd, or the people withnut their consent. But 
IKnl· administered. who antlwrised, ''r who CL1Uid autho-

1 am nnt CLintending for nor against rise, the parliament of IfJH8 L<' controul 
any form of go\·ernment, nor for nl'I" and take away the freed,,m,,fp,,stcrity 
against any party, here or elsewhere. (who were llL'l in existence lL' gi,-c ,,r 
That which a whole nation cTiu(lscs tL1 to withhold their CL'nsent), ami limit 
d,,, it has a right Ll1 do. :\fr. Burke and coniine their right nf a.:ting in 
sa,·s, r\o. \Vhere, then, <IL'es thC' certain cases fL1r e\·cr !' 
ri~ht exi"t? I am contending f,,r the /\ greate1· absurdity L~illllll't present 
rights Df the lh•in.l[, ami against their itself tL1 the undL'L'<Ianding of man 
hcing· will..,d awa1·, and ..:ontrL'tded am! than what l\lr. Burke ,,(l"ers to his 
c;,,nt.racted l~1r,- by the manuscript readers. He tells them, and h.: tells 
a~sumed autlwrity nf the dead; ami the w,,rld lL' C<1111.C, that a certain b,,dy 
:\Jr. Burke is ..:nntending- f,,r the ,,f men wlw existed a hundred ,-cars 
autlwrity ,,f the dead Ll\'er the ri;.:·hts agL,, made a law, and that there. d,1es 
and freedL1111L,f the li1·ing. Thcr,' was nL1t Ill'\\" exist in the nati,,n, lhH" eYL'r 
a time when kings dispnse<l ,,r their will, IH'r en'r can, a P<'W''r LL' alkr it. 
crowns by will upLln their death-beds, llnder hl'W man~- subtilties L'r absur
and cnnsig11ed th.: pcLlple, likL' beasts ditics. has tlw diYine right tL' g·,1\·ern 
of the field, to whatc\·cr succe;,s,,r hC'en unposed on the credulit1· ,,,. man
thcy app,,intcd. This is llliW Sl' kind! 1\lr. Bu1·kc has disL:L,\·erc'd a 
'-'XJ'IL'ded as scarce!\· LL1 be rl'lllem- new ,,ne, and lw ha"' ~tH'rlL'netl hi.·. 
hcr,·d, ~llld so nH'llSt;.LlliS as. hardly t,,! j,ILII"Ile~ ~'' l~<llllL' b~ "J'J'L'alin;.:- to the 
~~~ h:he\·~d; ~H~t. th.:. parl~:~ment.ary [I?'"'L'r Lll th1s infallible· parliament of 
cl.lll~~~ li('L111 '' h1Lh M 1. Btu I.e butlds ILlrmer Jays; and he prLldu..:es what 
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it has dc,ne as of di\·ine autho.rity, for : fore, prove that his Adam possessed 
that puwer must certainly be more I such a power, or such a right. 
than human which no human power The weaker any cord is the less will 
to the end of time can alter. it bear to be stretched, and the worse 

But !\I r. Burke has done some ser- is the policy to stretch it, unless it is 
\"ice, not to his cause, but to his intended to break it. Had anyone 
country, by bringing those clauses proposed the o\·erthrow of Mr. Burke's 
into public view. They sen·e to positions, he would ha\·e proceeded as 
demonstrate how necessarv it is at 1\ir. Burke has done. He would have 
all times to watch again~t the at- magnified the authorities, on purpose 
tempted encroachment of power, and to ha\·e called the n:[[hl of them into 
to preYent its running to excess. It question ; and the instant the question 
is somewhat extraordinary that the of right was started, the ;(uthorities 
offence for which James II. was ex- must ha\·e been gi\·en up. 
pelled, that of setting up power by It requires but a very small glan,ce 
assumption, should be re-acted, UIH.Ier of thought to percei\·e that altho' laws 
another shape ami form, by the parlia- made in one g-eneration often continue 
ment that expelled him. It shews in force through succeeding genera:. 
that the rights of man were but imper- lions, \"ct that thev continue to deri\·c 
fectly understood at the Rc\·olution ; their force from ·the consent of the 
for certain it is that the rig-ht which li\·ing. A law not repealed conLinues 
that parliament set up by assumption in force, not because it caunot be 
(fur by delegation it had not, and could repealed, but because it is not re
not ha\·e it, because none could gi\·e pealed; and the no1J.repealing passes 

·it) on~r th..:: persons and .fre..::dom of for consent. 
posterity for e\·er, was of the same But l\Ir. Burk..::'s clauses ha\·c -not 
t\Tannical unfound..::d kind which e\·en this qualification in their fm·our. 
Jam..::s attempted tu set up o\·er th..:: Th..::y become null, by attempting- to 
parliament and the nation, and f11r become imnwrtal. The nature of them 
which he was expclll.'ll. The only precludc•s Cllnsenl. They destroy the 
difference is (fnr in principle they ditl"er right which they nu:t;lrl han~, hy 
1Wt) that the one was an usurper u\·..::r g-rounding it on a rig-ht which they 
the lil'ing-, and the t'ther lW<!r the t'IIIIIIOI ha\·e. Immortal power is not 
unborn ; and as the one had nu better , a human rig-ht, and therefore cannot 
authurity tel stand upon than the 1 he a right of parliament. The parlia
other, bc,th ,,f them must be equally 1 m..::nt of 1GSS mig-ht as wdl ha\·e 
null and n>id, and of no efTcct. 1 passeJ an act tc1 ha\·..:: authorized thcm-

Frnm what, c>r from \\·hence, dnes seh·l.'s to li\·e f,,r en:!r, as to make 
:Mr. Burk<' pr,we thl.' right of any thei1· aut.lwritv li\·e for e\·er. All, 
human p<>WI.'r t,, bind P''sterity f,,r 1 theref,lre, that· can be said of those 
e\·er !' lie has producl.'d his clauses, : clausl.'s is that th<'\. arc a formal it\" of 
but he must pr,,duce also his pr,,,1fs : \hlrtls, of as mucl~ import as if tl~ose 
that such a rig-ht existed, and she\\. who used them had addressed a con
how it exist.:d. If" it e\·er cxistcJ it 1 "ratulation to themscln:!s, and in the 
must n,1w exist, f11r what...\·,•r appcr- , ~ricntal stile ,,f antiquity had said: 0 
tains to the nat urc of man tannnt he I Parliament, live fnr e\·er! 
annihilated by man. It is the nature The circumstances of the \\'c,rld are 
of man I<> die, and he \\·ill continue tu c,mtinuall\"changing, ami the opinions 
(1 .1 • •1s lc1n-' as he c11ntinucs tc> be horn. 1 of men chang-e also ; and as g-o\·ern-
"' ,.. I" . d I' l But l\Jr. Burke has set up a sort of' mentis f,w the .·~··ng-, an nut llr t 1e 

pl>litic·al .\dam, in \\"lh)Jll all ro,tcrity \ d_ead, i~ is _the l~\"lllg '' 11_1y_ ~hat has any 
arc lwund f,,r ..::n:r; he must, there-, nght 111 1t. fhat \\lllch may be 
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thought right and found convenient knows it; and to he free, it is suffi
in one age may be thought wrong and cient that she wills it." How dry, 
found inconvenient in another. In barren, and obscur~ is the source 
such cases, \Vho is to -decide, the from which l'vir. Burke labours ; and 
living, or the dead? how ineffectual, though gay w_ith 

As almost one hundred pages of flowers, arc all his declamation and 
1\1 r. Burke's book are employed upon his arguments compared with these 
these clauses, it will consequently clear, concise, and soul-animating 
follow tl;at if the clauses themselves, sentiments ! Few and short as they 
so far as they set up an assumed are, they lead on to a ,·ast field of 
usurped dominion o\·cr posterity for generous and manly thinking, and do 
C\'cr, arc unauthoritati\'c, and in their not finish, like Mr. Burke's periods, 
nature null and \'oid ; that all his with music in the car, and nothing in 
voluminous inferences, and dcclama- the heart. 
tion drawn therefrom, or founded As I h:n·c introduced the mention 
thereon, arc null and ,-oid also; and of M. de Ia Favcttc, I will take the 
on this ground I rest the matter. liberty of adding an anecdote respcct-

\Ve now come more particularly to ing his farcwcl adurcss to the Con
the affairs of France. Mr. Burke's grcss of America in 1783, and which 
book has the, appearance of being occurred fresh to my mind, when I 
written as instruction to the French saw l\Ir. Burke's thunderin!-!' attack 
nation ;. but if I may permit myself on the French rc\·olution. hi. de Ia 
the usc of an cxtra\·agant metaphor, Fayette went to Amc1·ica at an early 
suited to the extravagance of the case, pcrilld of the war, and Cllntinucd a 
I_t is darkness attempting to illuminate \'Oluntccr in her scn·icc to the end. 
l1ght. His conduct through the whole of 

, \Vhile I am writi~1g this there are that enterprise is llllC of the most 
accidentally before me some propqsals cxtraoruinary that is to be found in 
for a declaration of rights by the the history of a young man, scarcely 
!\Iarguis de Ia Fayette (I ask his then t wcnty years of age. Situatcu 
pardon for using his former adores~. in a country that was like the lap of 
anu do it only for distinction's sake) sensual pleasure, and with the means 
to the National Asscmbh·, on the of enj,1ying it, how few arc there to 
1 lth of July, 1789, three d;tys. before be found who Wlluld exchang-e such a 
the taking of the Bastille ; and I scene for the womls and wildernesses 
cannot but remark with itstonishment of America, and pass the Jlowery 
lww opposite the sources are from years of youth in unprofitahlc dang-e1· 
which that gentleman and i\Tr. Burke and hardship! But such i~ the fact. 
draw their principles. Instead of \Vhcn the war ended, and he was 
referring to musty rceL'rds and nwuldy on the point Llf taking· his Jinal 
parchments to Jlrlli'C that the rights ueparture, he presented himself tll 
of the li1·ing arc h1st, "renounced Congress, and CLlnlemplating, in his 
and abdicated for e\'er," by thnsc \l·lw aflcctionate fare\l·el, the rcn,Juti,,n he 
arc llllW no more, as l\lr. Burke has had seen, expressed himself in these 
dl,ne, M. de Ia Fayette applies t,, the words: "l\Iay this great nwnumcnt 
li1·in!-!' world, :u1d emphatically says, raiscLI ILl Libert\·, sc1Te as a lcs~on to 
''Call Ill ·mind the sentiments which the oppressor, ;;nd an example to the 
l\aturc has engraved in the heart l,f; oppressed!" \-\'hen this address 
c1·cry citi2en, and which take a new came t<l the hands llf Dr. Franklin, 
fpn;c when they arc solemnly rcn1g- wlw was th,•n in F1·ance, he applied 
l~ized hy all: Fllf' ~l _natil'll In hl\'e I ILl c,,unt \'ei-gennes t,, ha\·e il in
llbeny, it 1s sulllcJenl that she , sertcd in the French l;a2ettc, but 
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never could obtain his consent. The I separate things ; and it was against 
fact was that Count Vergennes was the established despotism of the 
an aristocratical despot at home, and latter, and not against the person or 
dreaded the example of the American principles of the former, _that the 
revolution in France, as certain other revolt commenced, and the revolution 
persons now dread the example of the has been carried. 
French n.:volution in England ; and Mr. Uurke does not attend to the 
1\lr. Burke's tribute ,,f fear (for in this distinction between men and prin
liJ,:"hl his butlk lllU:.l 01: CLlll~idcrcd) rif'IN ,· nml, tlwr~·fnr11, he' dnes not 
runs parallel with Count Vcr~cnncs' ,cc that a rc\'c'lt may take plan• 
rcfu,..al. Bul l<> rctum nwrc particn- :t!,!"ainst tllC' despotism of the faller, 
larh· to his work- while there lies no ch;uge of despotism 

.,-\Ve ha\·e seen," says .Mr. Burke, against the former. 
"the French rebel against a mild and The natural moderation of Louis 
lawful 1\Ionarch, with more fury, out- XVI. contributed nothing to alter the 
rage, and insuH, than any peopie has nereditary despotism of the monarchy. 
been known to rise against the most All the tyrannies of former reigns, 
illegal usurper, or the most sanguinary acted under that hereditary despotism, 
tyrant." This is one among a thou- were still liable to be revived in the 
sand other instances, in which l\-lr. hands of a successor. It was not the 
Bnrke s_hews that he is ignorant of respite of a reign that would satisfy 
the spnngs and principles of the France, enlightened as she was then 
French revolution. hecome. A casual dis..:ontinuance of 

It was not against Louis XVI., the practice of despotism, is not a 
but against the despotic principles of discontinuance of its principles; the 
the go\·ernme Jl, that the nation former depends on the \·irtue of the 
renllted. These prindples had not indi\·idual who is in immediate posses
their origin in him, hut in the original sion of the power; the latter, on the 
establishment, many centuries bi1ck ; Yirtue and fortitude of the nation. Jn 
and they were become too deeply the case of Charles J. and James JI. of 
rootc>d to be rcmo\-cll, and the .\ugean England, the ren~ll was against .the 
stable c'f parasites and plunderers too personal despotism of the men ; 
abominably filthy to be cleansed, by whereas in France, it was against the 
anything short of a C<'lllplete and hereditary despc1tism of the estab
universal revc,lution. \Vhen it becomes lished government. But men who 
nc'cessary to do a thing, the whole can consign m·er the rights _of 
heart and soul should go into the posterity for c\·er on the authoritv of 
measure, or not all !II" rt i;·, Tl:at a mo11ldv j•a•chment, like .Mr. Bu;ke 
crisis was then arri1·ec1, and there arc not· qualified to judge of thi~ 
remained •w clwi..:e but to act with re\·olution. Jt takes in a field too 
determined Yigour, or llllt to act at 1·ast f,,r their \·iews to explore, and 
all. The King was kn,,wn to he the pn>cecds with a mightiness ,,f reason 
f.-iend ,,f the nation, and this circum- they cannot keep pace with. 
stance was fa\·ourable to the enter- But tlll're arc many points of \·iew 
prise .. Perhaps no man bred up in . in which this revolution may be con
the stde of an absolute King, c\·er I siclered. \Vhen desp,,tism has estab
Jll>Ssesscd a heart so little di,.,posed to lished itself [,)rages in a Cl'Untrv, as 
1 h..:- exercise ,,,- that spe..:ies c)f power in France, it is not in the pcrs0n of 
as the present Kino· pf France. But the King <>nly that it '.·esides. It has 

. . I . "' . If I - f th<' prnl<.:lp e.~ ol the '-''''·crnment 11se 
1 

the appearance'' benl~ so in show, 
still •·emained the "'"~c. Tl~c. ~[onarch[1 and in nominal authonty; but it is 
and ihe :'1-Innarchy were dtslmct and not so in practice and in fact. It has 
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its standard en~rywher~. Every o_Jlice ) were as remote as tyranny and 
and department has .Its despotism, . benevolence. . 
founded upon custom and usage. I vVhat Mr. Burk<; considers a~ a 
E1•ery place has its Bastille, and _e1:ery / reproach t_o ~he }' rench re\·olut!On 
Bastille its despot. The ongmal , (that of bnngmg It forward ull(l~r a 
hereditary despotism resident in the I reign ~ore mild_ tha•_1 the prccedmg 
person of the King, divides and sub- ones) IS one of Its h1ghest honours. 
divides itself into a thousand shapes The rcvolutinns that have taken place 
and forms, till at last the whole of it I in other Eurnpcan countries, have 
i~ ilcled hr d('pul:lli<'n, This was the been excited hy pcrs,mal hatred. The 
case in i:rancc; and ag-ainst this rag-e was agailtsl th~ man, and lh' 
spe,·i,•s 0f despotism, proceeding- on became the 1·ictim. Hut, in the 
through an endless labyrinth of oflice instance uf France we sec a •·cv0ln
till the source of it is scarcely percep- tion generated in the rational contem
tible, there is no mode of redress. It plo.tion of the rights of man, and 
strengthens itself by assuming the distinguishing from the beginning 
appearance of duty, and tyranniscs between persons ami principles. 
under the pretence of obeying.· But l\[ r. Burke appears to have no 

\Vhen a man reflects on the condi- idea of prindplcs when he is contem
tion which France was in from the plating g-on~rnmcnls. "Ten years 
natu1:c of her government, he will sec ago," says he, "I could ha1·e felicitated 
other causes for revolt than those France on her ha\·ing a go\·cmment, 
which immediately C<mncct them- without inquiring what the nature of 
seh•cs with the person or character that goYcrnment was, or how it was 
of Louis XVI. There were, if I may administered." Is this the language 
so express it, a thousand despotism's of a rational man? Is it thclanguagc 
to be reformed in France, which of a heart feeling as it ought to feel 
had grown up under the hereditary for the rights and happiness of the 
despotism of the monarchy, and human race? On this gwund, Mr. 
became so rooted as to be in a great Burke must compliment all the 
measure independent of it. Between go\'crnmcnts in the world, while the 
the monarchy, the parliament, and \'ictims who suO'er under them, 
the church there was a rhoalsltip whether SL1ld into sla1•en·, or tortureu 
of despotism; besides the feudal out (1[ existence, arc wh,;lly forgotten. 
despotism operating locally, and the It is power, and not principles, that 
ministerial despotism operating every- l\lr. Burke 1·enerates; and under this 
where. But 1\T r. Burke, h1· consider- abominable depra1·ity he is disqualilleu 
in~-7 the_ Kii1g- as the ,,niy possible tel judge between them. Thus much 
obJed dt a rc•volt, speaks as if France fllr his opinion as ''' the <lCCasions of 
was a 1·illage, in which e1·erything the Frenc:h rc'\'llluti,,n. I now proceed 
that passed must he knmn1 ''' its to other C<~nsiderat ions. 
C<ll11!11anding ,,f1iccr, and no ''pprl'S- I know a place in America called 
si(ln C(1Uid be acted but what he could p,,int-no-Point, because as you proceed 
immediately controm. l\lr. Hurke along- the shore, gay anu n,,wcry as 
might h;n·e been in the Bastille his !\lr. B111·ke's language, it C<1ntinually 
whole life, as well under Louis X\'1. recedes and presents itself at a 
as Louis XIV., and neither the one distance bcf,,re vou ; but when \'OU 

nor the other ha\·e known that such han' g'<lt as far ;;;; you can go, tl;erc 
a man as 1\fr. Burke existed. The is no P''int at all. Just thus it is with 
despotic principles nf the g''HTn- l\Ir. Burke's three hundrcu and lift\·
rnent \\'Cr.: the same in both reigns, , six pag-es. It is thercfllre dilli..:ult i,, 
though the disp•..lsiti,ms ,,f the men 1 reply to him. But as the points h" 
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wishes to establish may be inferred 
from what he abuses,- it is in l1is 
paradoxes that we must look for his 
arguments. 

As to the tragic paintings by which 
l\[r. Burke has outraged his own 
imaginat!on, and seeks to work upon 
that of Ius readers, they are very well 
calculated for theatrical representa
tion, where facts are manufactured 
for the sake of show, and accommo
dated to produce, through the weak
ness of sympathy, a w~eping effect. 
But Mr. Burke should recollect that 
he is \\"riting History, and not Pia)'.~, 
and that his readers will expect truth, 
and not the spouting rant of high
toned declamation. 

fices; but this astonishment will cease 
when we reflect ti1at principles, and 
not persons, were the meditated objects 
of destruction. The mind of the rmtion 
was acted upon by a higher stimulus 
than what the consideration of persons 
could inspire, and s_ought a higher 
conquest than could be produced by 
the downfall of an enemy. Among 
the few who fell there do not appear 
to be any that were intentionally 
singled out. · They all of them had 
their fate in the circumstances of the 
moment, and were not pursued with 
that long, cold-blooded, unabated 
re\·enge wl1ich pursued the unfortu
nate Scotch in the affair of '745· 

\Vhen we sec a man dramatically 
lamenting in a publication intended to 
be believed that '' Tlw a.![e of clth)([/J:J' 
z:f gone !•. that the glurJ' tif Europe is 
cxlirt,![lll:l·lict! for C'l't'r! that !lie 1111- ' 
bought _![race t!( 1~/e I if anyone knows 
what it is J, lilt' cheap dtfcnce of nations, 
the nurSof of uwnly sentimc11t and 
!U'roic cnll'rprise is gvm·!" and all 
q1is because the Quixote age of 
chi\·alry nonsense is g-one, what 
Clpinion can we form of his judgment, 
or what regard can we pay to his 
facts!' In the rhapsody of his imagi
nation he has disc..n·ered a world of 
windmills, and his sorrows are that 
there arc no Quixotes t,i atlack them. 
But if the age of aristocracy, like that 
of chi\·;tin·, should fall (and they 
had llrigin;tlly Sllme connectim1 ), Mr. 
Burke, the trumpeter of the OrJer, 
may nmtinue his parody to the end, 
and finish with exclaiming-: '' Utltdlo's 
occupation's J:OIIC .'" 

Through the whole of l\1r. Burke's 
book l do not observe that the Bastille 
is mentioned more than once, and that 
with a kind of implication as if he were 

Notwithstanding ~Ir. Burke's horrill 
paintings, when the Frl•nch re\·olution 
is compared with the r~\-,,Jutions of 
other c()untries, the astonishment \\·ill 
be that it is marked-with so few sacri-

sorry it was pulled down, and wished 
it were built up again. "\Ve lwve 
rebuilt Newgate," says he, "and 
tenanted the mansion ; and we hct\·c 
prisons almjlSt aS Strong as the 
Bastille for those who dare to libel 
the queens of France."' As to what 
a madman like the person called Lord 
George Gordon • might say, and to 
whom Ncwgate is rather a bedlam 
than a prison, it is unworthy a 
rational consideration. It was a mad
man that libelled, and that is sufficient 
apolog-y ; amJ it afforded an oppor
tunity for confining him, which was 

1 Sine~ writing- lht~ aho\'(', l wo otlwr pJ;u:,~s 
occur in :\Jr. Burkc.''s pamphl ... ~l in which the 
name of th~ H;Lslille is mentioned, hut in th~ 
same manner. In I h ...... one lw int roJueL~s it 
in a sort of obscur~ quesli4..11l, and a~ks : 
o; \rill any mini-,lt>rs who now serve such a 
king-, with but a. dl'C4.'lll appt~arat~ce of 
respt~ct, cordially obey thl'. on~t._·rs ol thos~ 
whon1 hut the other day, 111 Ius naml·, tlu~y 
had C<'mmiltl'd to the Ha~tille?" In the 
oll>er the takin!{ it is nwnti<1tll'd as implying 
criminalit v in._ tlw French g-uards, who 
assisted i1; lh~molishingit. ''They ha\"e not,'' 

., • ., 1 . .· s'L\"S he "ft..lfg"l'll the taking the king's l'astlcs 
1 The WlH"ds' IS g-one must 1:'-\e a~cl- : ·a'1 · 1·l.Lf'i~.. '!~his is ~Jr. Burke, wh0 pn.•Ll•nds 

dentally_ dnlpped lHll al .. somP t llH~! .. utd ;\, w:·itl' .on t.:Dnst it ut il,nal frcl:lh,rn. --.-1 utlwr. 
JlltlSI ,,f the Jlllldl!l'n cdllu~us arc \\~tho_ut. \ = . ·. . I. an~ used in j0nlau's and 
th.:m,allhL'll~h the scnll'ncc ~~thus 0bvwusl} . lniii.l!~ on) 

11 
l:l 1• 

incompldc.~I-1. 13. 13. Sym0nds cdllll>llS.-- · · >· 
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the thing that was wished for. But consiJcred with the treacherous and 
certain it is that 1\'fr. Burke, who docs hostile aggravations of the enemies of 
not c;tll himself a madman (whatever the revolution. 
other people may do), has libelled in The mind can hardly picture to itself 
the most unprovoked manner, anJ in a more tremendous scene than what 
the grossest stile of the most vulgar the city of Paris exhibited at the time 
abuse, the whole rcprescnta~j,·e of taking the Bastille, and for two 
authority of France, and yet 'l\Ir. days before and after, nor perceive the 
Burke takes his scat in the British possibility of its quieting so soon. At 
House of Com mons ! From his a distance this transaction has appeared 
violence and his grief, his silence on only as an act of heroism standing on 
some points and his excess on others, . itself, and the close plllitical connec
it is difficult not to bclie\·e that Mr. tion it had with the revolution is lost 
Burke is sorry, extremely s~rry, that in the brilliancy of the achie,·cmcnt. 
arbitrary power, the power of the But we arc to consider it as the 
Pope and the Bastille, arc pulled strength of the parties brought man 
down. to man, and contending for the iss~1c. 

Not one glance of compassion, not The Bastille was to be either the pnzc 
one commiserating rcncction that I or the prison of the assailants. The 
can find throughout his book, has he downfall of it included the itlea Llf the 
bestowed on those who lingered out downfall of despot ism, and this com
the most wretchcJ of li\'Cs, a life with- poundcJ image was become as figu_ra
out hope in the most miserable of ti\·clv united as Ihun·an's Doubting 
prisons. It is painful to behold a Castle and Giant Despair. 
man empll1ying his talents to corrupt The National ,\sscmbly, before ami 
himself. l\raf;·m; has been kinder to at the time of takin.r the ·B.Istille, ,,·as 

,.., 'I Mr. Burke than he is to her. He is sitting at Versailles, tweln; nu cs 
not affected by the realitv of distress distant from Paris. About a week 
touching his lieart, but b_v the showy· before the risin.r of the Parisians, and ,.., r resembl;ulcc of it striking his imagina- their .taking the Bastille, it ,,.,_1s tIS-

lion. He pities the plumage, but co\·ereJ that a plot was formm.g, at 
forgets the dying bird. Accustomed the head of which was the Count 
to kiss the aristocratical hand that d'Artois, the king's youngest br<Jthe~, 
hath purl eli ned him from himself, fordemolishing the National ,\sscmhl)' • 
he degenerates into a composition of I seizing its l~lCmhcrs, and thercb): 
art, and t1·~ genuine soul of nature 

1 

crushing, by a r.oup de ma/n, all hopes 
forsakes him. His here' or his heroine , ami prospects LlffL,rmin" a free g,n-ern
must he a tragecry-vi..:tim cx_riring in_ 

1 
ment. FL'r the sake ,~r humanity, as 

slww, and not tin! real pnsLmer ,,t ' well as frecd,m 1, it is well this plan 
misery, sliding into death in the ' did not succeed. Examples arc_ no~ 
silence of a dungeon. , wanting to slww h'"" Jrcacllull) 

As ;\I r. Burke has passed O\'Cr the ,-indic:t i\·e anti cruel arc all old gtn-ern
wholc transaction of the Bastille (ami ' ments, when thev are successful 
his silence is nothing in his fa\"l1llr), against \\"hat the\· call a re\·o)t. 
anti has entertained his readers with This plan mu-st h;l\·e been son~e 
rencLtillllS On supposed facts distorted time in contempJati<'n; hecause, Ill 

into real falselwotls, I will give, since L1ruer h' earn· it int,, execut i,m, it ,,·as 
he has not, some account of the cir- necessan· to" CL'llcct a larg·e military 
cumstances ,,·hich preceded that trans- f,,rce ro-und Paris, anJ ~-ut ,,Jf the 
acli,,n .. Tl~c-': will ser\'c lo show that 1 Cl'mmunicati,m bet ween that city and 
less rmschrel could scarcely ha\·e j the Nati,,nal Assc•mbh· at Versaill~s
accompanied such an e\·ent when , The lrLlOps destined i"or this serncc: 
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were chiefly the [,,reign troops in the Assembly-a person too old to undergo 
pay cif France, and wh,,, for this parti- t)le scene that a few days or a few 
cular purpose, were drawn from the hours might bring forth. A man of 
distant provinces where they were then more acli\·ity <Uld bolder fortitude was 
stationed. \Vhen thev were collected necessary, and the National Assembly 
to the amoLmt of bet\\·een twenty-fh·e chose (under the form of a \·ice-presi
and thirty thousand, it \Vas judged dent, for the presidency still resided 
time to put the plan into execution. in "the archbishop) l\1. de Ia Fayette; 
The mi11istry who were then in office, and this is the only instance of a \·ice
and who were friendlv to the revolu- president bebg chosen. It was at the 
tion, were instantlv dismissed and a moment that this storm w:ls pending 
new ministryformcu of those who had (July 11th) that a declaration of rights 
concerted the project, among whom was brought forward by M. de Ia 
was Count de Broglio, and to his Fayette ; and this is the same which 
share was given the command of those is alluded to in page I 3· It was 
twops. The character of this man as hastily urawn up, and makes only a 
described to me in a letter which I part of the more extensive declaration 
C(llllllHII1icated h1 :\I r. Burke before he of rights agreed upon and adopted 
began to write his book, and from an afterwards by the National Assembly. 
authority\vhich l\lr. Burke well knows The particular reason for bringing it 
w:~s g-('''d, was that of ·• a high-flying forward at this moment (M. de Ia 
anstocrat, cool, and capable of e\·erv Fayette has since inf,,rmed me) was 
mischief.·· · that, if the National Assembly should 

\Vhile these matters were ag-itating, fall in the threatened destruciion that 
the Nati,mal Assembly stood in the then surwunded it, some trace of its 
most perilous and critical situation I principles might hm·e the chance of 
that a b,,dy ,,f ml.'n can be supp,1seu I sutTi\·in~ the wreck. 
tc' act in. They were the de\·oted I E\·ery.thing n,Jw was drawing to a 
\·i..:tims, and the): knew· it. _They had crisis. The e\·ent was freedom or 
the lwarls and Wishes of thetr country sla\·ery. On one Sllle, an army of 
on their side, but military autlwrity : nearly thirty tlwusaml men ; on tht! 
they had rwne. The guards of Br,,g\i,, : other, an unarmed body of citizens ; 
surn1undcd the hall whcrelhl.' ass.:mhh· r,,l. I he citizens of Paris, on whom the 
sat, rea<h·, at the word of c,,rnmanJ, I National Assemblv must then irnme
"' ,.,cize ·their pl.'rs,ms, as had been ' diately depend, w~re as unarmed and 
d.~nc th<..: year bl.'fon: ''' th.: parliament as undisciplined ns the citizens of 
(Jf Paris. II aut h.: :-.lational .\s,...:rnhly J.,,mlon are now. The Fr,•nch -'uards 
deserkd their trust. or had tht.•y ex- had g·i\·en strong S)'rnptoms of their 
hibitc•d sig-ns ,,f \\·eakncss nr fear, their h<:ing attached to the nati,,nal cause; 
encmic•s had been L'nL·,,uraged ami the but their numbers WL're small, not a 
cPuntry depressed. \Vhen the situa- tenth part of the f,~rce that Hro!-:"lio 
Linn th ... ,· -,t,,od in, the cause the\· were C<'mmamkd, and the1r office1·s were in 
cngage,i in and the cri,;is then' readv the interest ,,f Bn1gli,1. 
1 '' .ln;rst. whi..:h sllLndd determine their ;\I atters being now ripe for execu
pcrs<Hlal and P''litical fate and that of tiLHl, the new ministry maue their 
their ,;,,unlr~·. and probably of Eun1pe, appearance in ,,flice. The reac!t~r will 
ar.: taken inlc' one ,·iew, 1wne hut a . earn· in his mind that the Bastille was 
hcat·t call,llJS with prc·judic·e nr nw- 1 take.n the qthJuly ;_ ~he• pniutoftirne I 
rupted hy cleJ'<:!llknce c;u1 an1id am nnw sp••aking- (Jt IS th~ ! ..!th. lrn
itlkresting its,•lf in tlh:ir ~uccc·,.;,.;. I mediat.:lv ,~n the ne-ws nl the chang-e 

The ;u:chhislwp ,,r \.ic·nnc· \\·a<> at 1 ,,f mi!li~try reaching- Paris, in th~ 
1 hi,.; time president of the i\atinmul afterncllJll, all the playhouses and 
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places of entertainment, shops and 
houses, were shut up. The change 
of ministry was considered as the 
prelude of ·hostilities, and the opinion 
was rightly founded. 

The foreign troops hegan to ad\·ancc 
towards the city. The Prince de 
Lambesc, who commanded a body of ' 

- German cm·alry, approached by the 
Place of Louis XV., which connects 
itself with some of the streets. In his 
march, he insulted and struck an old 
man with a sword. The French arc 
remarkable for their respect to old 
age ; and the insolence with which it 
appeared to be done, uniting with the 
general f.:rmentation they were in, 
prnduced a powerful effect, and :.. cry 
of" Jl, arms! To arms!" spread itself 
in a moment over the city. 

Arms they hall rwnc, ·nor scarcely 
anv who knew the usc of them ; but 
desperate resolution, when every hope 
is at stake, supplies, li.1r a while, the 
want of arms. Ncar where the Prince 
de Lamhcsc was drawn up, were large 
piles of stones collcctCll for building 
the new bridge, and with these the 
people attacked the cavalry. A party 
of French guards, upon hearing the 
firing, rushed from their quarters and 
joincll the people ; and night CL1ming 
on, the cavalry retre:1tcd. 

The stn:ets of Paris, being narrow, 
arc favourable for defence, ami the 
loftiness of the- houses, consisting of 
many stories, from which gt·eat annoy
ance might be gi,·en, secured them 
against nocturnal enterprises ; :111(1 the 
nig·ht was spent in prm·iding thcm
sch-es with e\·cry sort of wcap.,n they 
could make or prl>cure: guns, S\\'llrtls, 
blacksmil hs' hammers, carpenters· 
axes, iron crows, pikes, halberts, 
pitchfc,rks, spits, clubs, etc., etc. The 
increJiblc numbers with \vhich the\· 
assembled the next moming, and th~· 
still nwrc incredible t'CSllh~tinn thl'\' 
exhibited, cmhan·assed and a«tonishe~l 
their Ctll.:mics. I.ittlc: did the tlc'\\' 
ministry .:xpcct such a ,.,alut.>. Acc,us
hHnc·u to sla,·ery lhcmseh·L·s, they had 

no idea that Liberty was capable of 
such in~piration, or that a body of 
unarmed citizens would dare to face 
the military fl1rce of thirty thousand 
men. Every moment of this day was 
employed in collecting arms, concert
ing plans, and arranging themselves 
into the best order which such an 
instantaneous movement could afford. 
Broglio continued lying round the 
city, but made no further au\·ances 
this day, and the succeeding night 
passed with as much tranquility as 
such a scene could possibly produce. 

But defence only was not the object 
of the citizens. They had a cause at 
stake, on which depended their free
uom or their sla\·cry. They every 
moment expected an at tack, or to 
hear of one made on the National 
,\ssemhly ; and in such a situation, 
the most prompt measures arc Sl1me
times the best. The object that now 
presented itself was the Bastille ; and 
the 11clat of carrying such :1 fortress in 
the face of such an army, could not 
fail to strike terror into the new 
ministry, who had scarcely yet had 
time to meet. By some intercepted 
correspondence this 111\'rning, it was 
disco\·ered that the l\Lt\'l1r of Paris, 
M. DeOlcsselles, who at~p~ared to he 
in their interest, was betraying them; 
and fr<Hn this disco\·en·, there re
mained no dmtbt that B;,,gti,, Wl'uld 
reinf,,rce the Bastille the ensuing c\·en
ing. It was I hcrcf,lt·e necessary to 
attack it that day ; but hefL,rl' this 
could he done, it was first neccssarv 
to procure a better supply l,f arn;s 
than they were then possessed 0f. 

Ther,• was, adjc1ining to the city, a 
large mag·azine of arms depl1sitcd at 
the IIL'"Pital l'f the Invalids, which 
the c-itizens sumnwned to surrender; 
and as the place was neither defen
sible, nor at tempted much defL"IlCl', 
th~y SOl'll succc.:-dcd. Thus supplied, 
the\· march.:-d to attack the llastillc; 
:t ,·a,.t mixl·d multitude ,,f all ages, 
ami l,f all <IL·gre.:s, an ned '' ith all 
S\.-'rl s ~,.. .... r \v..:.·apl 'Us. ltnag·ina t i~.HJ \Vl 'ulc..l 
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fail in describing to itself the appear- ' 
an.ce of such a procession, and of the 
anxiety of the c\·ents which a few 
lwurs ot' a few minutes might produce. 
\Vhat plans the ministry were form
ing-, were as unknown to the people 
within the citv, as what the citizens 
were doing ~\·as unknown to the 
ministry; and what mo\·ement·; Bro
glio might make for the suppoi'L or 
relief of the place, were to the citizens 
equally as unknown. All was mystery 
and hazard. 

That the Bastille was attacked with 
an enthusiasm of heroism, such onh· 
as the highest an.imation of liberty 
could inspire, and carried in the spac~ 
of a few hours, is an event which the 
world is fully possesseJ of. I am not 
undertaking a detail of the attack, but 
bringing into view the conspiracy 
against the natil)n which pnH"oked it, 
and which f..:ll with the Bastille. The 
prisc)ll tll which the n..:w ministry were 
dl'llming the National Assembly, in 
addition to its being the high altar and 
castle .. ,r despotism, became the proper 
ohj..:ct to begin with. This ..:nt..:rprize 
broke up the new ministry, who began 
now to lly from the ruin they had 
prepared f,,r others. The tmops of I 
Broglio dispersed, and himself lled i 
als,;. i 

Mr. Burke has spoken a great deal 
ahclllt plots, hut he has ne\·er once 
spl'ken of this plc't ag·ainst the 
N a tiona! :\ssembh·, and the liberties 
l,f the nati<.111; anJ that he might tlllt, 
he has passed o\·..:r all the circum
stanc.:s that might throw it in his 
way. Thc .:xiles who ha,·e lled frLllll 
Ft·anc~, \\"lhJs~ case hl! so 111l1Lh 

interests hims<:'lf in, ami from whLllll 
he has had his less,,n, lled in n'nsc
quence or th<;' miscarriage of this ph)t. 
N ,, ph't was r,,rmed against them ; 
they wo.:re pl,,tting against others; 
and those wl111 f..:ll, md, not unjustly, 
the punishm..:nt they wc•re preparing 
to ex<:'cute. But \\·ill i\Ir. Burke sav, 
that if this plot, contri\-L'U with tiJC 
subtilty of an ambuscade, had sue-

f .0 uld 
ceedeJ, the success ul party w ? 

. d ·I . I ·oOll· have restrarnc t 1e1r wrat 1 so s t. 
Let the history of all old govcrn111en s 
answer the question. . bl . 

\Vhom has the Natrona! Assenl Y 
brought to the scaffold? None. · 'f~1cy 
were themseh·es the devoted victims 
of this plot, and they ha\·e not retad 
liatcd ; why, then, arc they chargJ? 
with re\·enge they h:n·e not acte ·f 
In the tremendous breaking forth 0 

a whole people, in which all degrees, 
t.!mpcr_-;, and characters are con
founded, deti,·ering themselves by a 
miracle of exertion from the destruc
tion meditated against them, is it t'? 
be expected that nothing will h;tppcn ? 
\Vhcn men arc sore with the sense of 
oppressions, and mcnac~d with the_ 
prospect of new ones, is the calmn_e~s. o! 
philosophy L'r the palsy of insenstbi_hty 
to be ,,,okcd for:' 1\Ir. Burke cxcl<lll11S 
ag-ainst outrag-e ; yet the greatest is 
that which himself has committed. 
I lis bL,,~k is a \·olume of outrage, not 
apologized for hy the impulse of a 
nlllmenl, but cherished through a 
space of ten months ; yet ;'vir. Burke 
had no provocation, no life, no interest 
at stake. 

More of the citizens fell in this 
str~tggle than of their opponents ; but 
fmtr or five persons were seized by 
the populace and instantly put to. 
death; the Glwenwr of the Bastille, 
and the 1\Iayc'r of Paris, who was 
detected in the act of betraying them ; 
anJ afterwards Foulon, one of the 
new ministn·, and llerthier, his son
in-law, whl' 'twd accepted the onice of 
intendant of Paris. Their heads \vere 
stuck upon spikes,' and carried about 
the city; and it is upon this mode of 
punisl{ment that i\lr. Burke builds a 
"rcat part of his tragic scenes. Let 
~s therefore examine how men came 
by the iJea of punishing 111 this 
manner. 

• In Sl'lllll" llhldern editi,ms ·· pik ...... s ··is sub
stituted he-n• :lltll in thl! r .. )llowing pa•·agraph 
fur'" ~pitws. ·· -ll. B. H. 
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Th0y learn it from the g"L1\'ernments 
thev live under, and retaliate the 
ptuiishments they ha\·e been a.:cus
tumed to behold. The heads stuck 
upon spikes, which remained for years 
upon Temple Bar, differed nothing in 
the horror of the scene from those 
carried about upon spikes at Paris ; 
yet this was done by the English 
government. It may perhaps be said 
that it signifies nothing to a man 
what is done to him after he is dead ; 
but it signifies much tu the living; it 
either tortures theit· feelings or 
hardens their hearts, and in either 
case it instructs them how to punish 
when pO\ver falls into their hands. 

J7oulon and Berthier were taken up in 
the cout!trv, and sent to Paris, to 
undergo their examination at the 
Hotel de Ville; for the National 
Assembly, immediately on the new 
ministry coming into oflice, passed a 
decree, which they communicated to 
the King and Cabinet, that they (the 
National Assembly) would hold the 
ministry, of which J7oulon was one, 
responsible for the measures they were 
ad\'ising and pursuing;· but the mob, 
incensed at the appearance of Foulon 
and Berthier, tore them fmm their 
conductors before they were carried 
to the Hotel de \.ille, and executed 
them on the spot. \Vhy then docs 
l\Ir. Burke charge outrages of this 
kind bn a whole pCLlplc? As well 
may he charg-e the ri,,ts and outrag-es 
of 1780 on all the pe,>plc of London, or 
tht1se in Ireland on all his countrymen. 

But e\·crything \\"~see or hear otfen-
si\·c to our feelings and derogatory to 
the human character should lead to 
other reflectiLlns than tlwse of re
proach. E\·en the beings who commit 
them ha\·c SL>me claim to our Clltl

sideration. 1-low then is it that such 
\·ast classes of mankind as are distin
guished by the appcllati,ln ,~f the 
\·ulg·ar, or the ig-norant lll<'h, are so 
ntuncrous in all old <:L>untries? The 
instant we ask ourseh-es this question, 
rellecti,,n feels an answer. Thl.'\" 
arise, as an una\·oiJablc ..:l.111St.?l.]l1Cnc:, 

out of the ill CLitlstructinn ,,f all ,,Jd 
g"LWCrnrnents in Eur,,pe, Eng·land 

L:ly then the axe to the root, and 
teach governments humanity. It is 
their sanguinary punishments which 
corrupt mankind. In England the 
punishment in certain cases is by 
lzan.!["t"ng, dnz7oz"ng and quartert"ng; 
the heart of the suffeFer is cut out ami 
held up to the view of the populace. 
In France, under the former g-o\·ern
ment, the punishments were not less 
barbarous. \Vho dues not remember 
the execution of Damien, torn tLl 
pieces by horses? The effect of tlwse 
cruel spectacles exhibited ttl the I'''PU
lace is to destrov tenuerness Llr excite 
rc\·eng-e ; and l;y the base and false 
idea of g-overning men by terrur, 
instead of rL'aSL>n, they hl.'CL>me prL'Ce
dents. It is LH·er the lowest dass ,,f' 
mankind that g"LH'ernment bv !t:tT<ll' is 1 

intended LLl O(lL'rate, and it i's ,,n them 
that it opl'rates to the Wtll·st dT<!ct. 
'J'h\..•\" h:t\'L~ SC'IlSC L'lh'll'rh tl.l f1.."~~ thC'\' 
arc ·the objl!cts aimeu"at; and the~· 
inflict in their turn the exampl<!s or 
terror they ha\·e been instructed LLl 
practise. 

' included with the rl.'st. It is hy dis-

The:·e is in all European Ct>Un
tt·ies a large class of (lL'L>ple ,,f that 
uescripti,,n, \\·hich in Eng-land i,.; 
called the "1110b." Or this class \\·ere 
those \\·ho committed the burnings 
anu dcntstati,llls in Lond,Ht in 178o, 
anu of this class were tlwse whtl 
carried the heads upon spikes in Paris. 

lL>rtedly exalting- S<'me· lllL'Il, that 
Lllhers are disLL>rll'dh· Lkhased, till 
the whole is out ,,f t;ature. A \·ast 
mass of mankind are deg..-adcdly 
thnnnt into the backgTt>uml of the 
human picture, t,, bring· r,\1.\\·ard, with 
greall'r glare•, the puppet-,.,(ww ,,f 
stalL' and aristt>craC\·. In tilL' ,-,\ln
mL'ncl!ment ,,fa ren>iutiL>n, th,lse men 
arc rather thc f,,JIL>\\"L'r>' of the <IIJJij> 

than ,,f tlw sltlndllrd of Iibert\·, and 
ha\·e yet ln be instructL'd h:m· to 
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give to 1\Ir. Burke all his theatrical 
exaggerations for facts, and I then 
ask hi1n if tho.!)' do not l.!stablish the 
certainty of what I here lay down? 
Admitting them to be true, they show 
the necessity of the French revolution, 
as much as any one thing he could 
have asserted. These 0utrages were 
not the eiTect of the. principl<!s of the 
ri.!\'Oiution, but of the degraded mind 
that existed bef0re the ri.!\'Olution, and 
which the rev6lution is calculated to 
reform. Place them then to their 
propet· caus<!, and take the reproach 
of them to your own siue. 

It is to tho.! h,1nour of the National 
Assembly and the city of Paris that, 
during such a tremendous seen<! of 
arms and c,mfusion, bevond the con
troulof all authorit\·, ti;<!V have been 
ahl<!, by the inOuenc-e of ~xample and 
exhortation, t0 rest rain so much. 
Nevl.!r were more pains taken to 
instruct and enlight<!n mankind, and 
to make th<!m sec that their interest 
c<msisted in their virtue, and not in 
their re,·eng-e, than ha\·1.! been dis
played in the rc\"lllution of France. 
I IllH\" pr,,ceed "' make some remarks 
on :\I r. Burkl.''s ac,,,nmt of tho.! expedi
tion Ill \"er~ailles, Oct,lber the sth 
and (>I h. 

I can con,.,ider i\lr. Burke's book 
in scarcely ;my lll her light than a 
drama! ic perf,,rmance; and he must, 
I ;hink, have C<'nsid,•r,•d it in the 
sam<! light himself, hy the P<'dical 
lib.rlies he ha-.; lak,·n nf <llnitting
SI.ltn~ fact~, lii..;t..)rting- l"Lhcrs, and 
nl.,king the ,,·lwle ma,·hin,•rv hL"ml t,, 
pnllht~L" a s1ag-e eO"cl'l. O(this kind 
is his acc,,unt ,,(" the l.'xpc>diti,,n to 
\'<!rsailles. HI.! h,·;..:-in,; this account 
bv lltnilting- the c111h· facts which as 
c:lllses arl.! known t,; be true ; e\·cry
thing- heyonu these is Cl11Jjecturc e\·en 
in Paris; and he thcn \n,rks up 
a tale a<.:C<111111ll1llakd to his L'Wn 
passi,,ns and pr,·judiccs. 

It i-; ld he nhsnyed througi11H1t ;\lr. 

from those ph:>ts that all the mischiefs 
han) arisen. It suits his purpose to 
exhibit the consc>qu<!nC<!S without their 
causes. It is one of the arts of the 
drama to do so. If the crimes of 
men were exhibited with their suffer
ing-s, the stage effect would some
times be lost, and the audience would 
be inclined to appro\·e where it was 
intended thev should commiserate. 

After all -the invest!gations that 
have been made into this· intricate 
alTair (the expedition to Versailles), it 
still remains enveloped in all that 
kind of mystery which ever accom
panies e\·ents produced more from 
a concurrence of awkward circum
stances than from !ixcd design. \Vhile 
the charactas of nwn are fonning, 
as is alwavs the case in revolutions, 
thl.!re is a t:cciprocal suspicion, and a 
disposition to misint<!rprl.'t each other; 
aml e\·en parties dirl.'ctly opposite in 
principle will som<!lim<!s concur in 
pushing f,H·ward the same mo\·emenl 
with very diiTet·ent dews, and with 
the hopes of its producing- very 
ditTerent conscqucncl.!s. A grl'at deal 
of this mav he disc,n-l.!reJ in this em
barrassed :~ITair, and yet the issue of the 
whole was what nob,1uv had in view. 

Tho.! only thinv,s c.{r:ainly known 
arl.! that consid<!rable uneasin<.'ss was 
at this time excite,! at Paris by the 
delay of the King in not sanctioning 
and f<lrWarding- the decre<.'S of the 
~ati0nal Ass<."mbly, particularly that 

! ,,f thL" IJ.-damlli"J 1~/ /he Rt:l{hls o/ 
' .1/nn, and thl" de..:rc,,s nf th,•j;mrlh ,;( 

.·111.1{1/SI, which c,mtain<.'d ·thc fnuml:t-
1 iun principles on \\·hich the c''nstitu
ti,,n \\·as to b<.' erl.'ckd. Tho.! kindl.'st, 

1 allll pNhaps tho.! faii"('Sl Clllljl'Ct\lrl.! 
upon this matter i,.;, that S<1111C of the 
ministers inl<.'nded to make r<.'marks 
and ,,hscr\"ations up,m certain parts 
of them before thl'V were !inalh· 
sancti,,ned and sent tO' the pr,n·inces"; 

1 hut be thi,; a,; ir mav, thL· enL'Illi<!s of 
1 h,, r(·\ nlliLi<'ll deri\·~d lwpe frllm l he 
dclay, and the friends L>f the I"CVO!u-Hut·k~'s h,,,,k that he lll"\"l'r sp~·aks ,,r I 

pkHs agailll"lthe rl.!\·olutilm; and it is I ti'-111 uneasin(!ss. 
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During this stale of suspense, the cowardice of assassination in march

Gardi' du Corps, which was Cl1111posed ing in the face of the day to demand 
as such regiments generally arc, of satisfaclil1n, if such a phrase may be 
persons much connected with the used, of a bodv of armed men who 
Court, gave an entertainment at had voluntarily. given defiance. But 
\' ersailles (October 1) to some foreign the circumstance which serves to 
regiments then arrived ; and when throw this affair into embarrassment 
the entertainment was at the height, is, that the enemies of the re\·olution 
on a signal given the Garde du Corps appear to ha\·e encouraged it as well 
tore the national cockade from their as its friends. The one hoped to 
hats, trampled it under foot, and pre\·ent a civil war by checking it in 
replaced it with a counter-cockade time, and the other to make one. 
prepared for the purpose. An indig- The hopes of those opposed to the 
nity of this kind amounted to defiance. revolution rested in making the King 
It was like declaring war; and if of their party, and getting him from 
men will give challenges they must V crsaillcs to l\lctz, where thev 
expect consequences. But all this expected to collect a force and set up 
1\1 r. Burke has carefully kept out of a standard. \V e have, ther-efore, two 
sight. He begins his account by different objects pres,.enting them
saying: "History will record that on seh·es at the same time, and to be 
the morning of the 6th October, 1789, accon~plishcd by the same means ; 
the King and Queen of France, after the one to chastise the Garde du 
a day of confu~ion, alarm, di-smay, Corps, which was the object of the 
and slaughter, lay down under the Parisians ; I he other to render the 
pledg-ed security of public faith to conclusion of such a scene an induce
indulge nature in a few hours of ment to the King to set off for Metz. 
respite, and troubled melancholy On the .::;th of Octoba a \·cry 
repo~e." This is neither the Sl1bcr numerous hodv of women, and men 
stile of historv, nor the intention of it. in the disg-uis~ of w,>mc•n, collected 
It leaves eve;ything to be guessed at n1lmd lhc> ·1-l,,tcl de Ville ,,r ll'\\'n-hall 
and mislakc-n. One ""''uld at least of Paris, and set oil· fl,r Versailk·s. 
think there had been a battle; ami a Their pr,>fesseu ,,bject was the Gank 
hattie there pr,,hably \HJuhl h;\\·e been 1

1 

du Carps; but prudent mL'n readily 
had it twt been fl1r the moderating reClJIIecl that mischief is nwre easily 
prudence of tlwse \dwm :\1r. Burke begun than l'nded; and this impressed 
in\·oh·es in his censures. By his i itself with the more flll·,·e frl'm I he 
keeping the Garde du (iJJj>s llUI of 1 suspi..:ions already slate•d, and the 
sight 2\lr. Burke has all"orded hims.:lf · inegularity ,,f suc·h a ca\'alcade. :\s 
the drarnati..: li.:cnce t.1f putting- the I SCil'll, tlh~r~...'f")n .. \, as a sulll..:i~...·nt f",.-~...~c 
King anll Queen in their pla..:es, as '~ould be c,,llected, !\1. tic Ia Fayette, 
if the obje..:t of the expediti1>n was hy l>rJcr fn,nt the ci\·il autlwrity of 
against them. But to return tl> my , Pari,;, set ,,n· after them at the head 
;tcCl>tmt --- ,,f I went\' l hnusand ,,f the l'aris 

This conduct of the Gank du ( iJJ'fs, militia. i"he ren,Jutie1n l"l'tdJ ckrin~ 
as might well hi.! exp.:cll'd, alarmc·d ' llll benl'fit fr<'m C•'Itfusi,,n, and its 
and enragetl the Parisian~. Thi.! ''l'l'''sers might. Jh an amiable and 
c,,),,urs l1f the cause, ami the cause' spiritetl manne·r nr" <HIJrL"ss he• had 
itself. WL're become ton united to hithert<) be,•n f,1r[Unak in calming 
mistake the intcnti,,n ,,f the insult, disquidudc,.:, ami in this he was 
anJ the l'ari,.ians were detcrminetl t,, ,·xtra,,nlinarih· successful; 1,, frus
call the Garde du c,>lj>S to an aCCl'Ulll. Irate. lhcr,•f,,·re, the• hopes ,,f thos;) 
There was ..:crtainly nothing- of the wlhJ mig-ht seek t,, improve this s.:L'ne 
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into a ~ort of justifiable nec~:ssity for such characters there will be in all 
the King's quitting Versailles and such scenes. One of the Garde du 
withdrawing to Metz, and to pre\·ent Corp~~ appeared at one of the windows 
at the same time the consequences of the palace, and the people who had 
that might ensue between the Garde remained· during· the night in the 
du Corps and this phalanx of men and streets accosted him with reviling and 
women, he forwarded expresses to provocative language. Instead of 
the Ki'ng-, that he was on his march to retiring, as in such a case prudence 
Versailles, by the orders of the ci\'il would ha\·e dictated, he presented his 
authority of Paris, for the purpose of musket, !ired, and killed one of the 
peace and protection, expressing at Paris militia. The peace being thus • 
the same time the necessity of broken, the people rushed into the 
restraining th~: Garde du C'orps from palace in quest of the offender. They·. 
!iring upon the people.' . attacked the quarters of the Garde du 

He arri\·ed at Versailles between Corps within the palace,· and pursued 
ten and ele\·en at night. The Garde. them throughout the avenues of it, 
du Corps was drawn up, and the and to the apartments of the King. 
people had arri\·ed some time before, On ·this tumult, not the .Queen only, 
but e\·erything- had remained sus- as Mr. Burke has represented it, but 
pcnded. \Visdom and policy !lOW e\·ery person in the ·palace was 
consisted in changing a scene of awakened and alarmed; and M. de Ia 
danger into a happy e\·ent. 1\1. de Ia Fayette had a second time to inter
Favdte became the melliatclr between pose between the parties, the event 
the' enraged parties ; and the King, of which was that the Garde du Corps 
to r~:mo\·e the uneasiness which had put on the national cockade, and the 
arisen fr,1m the tlday already stated, matter endt!d as by oblidon, after the 
sent r,,r the President ,,f the National loss of two or three lives. 
Assembly, and signed the Dedarat/on During the latter part of the time 
'!f /he Nt:![hll· '!f .1/an, ami such ,,ther in which this confusion was acting, 
parts of the Clltlstitution as were in the King and Queen were in public at 
readiness. the halcorw, and neither of them Clm-

lt was ncHv about on~: in the Ct!aled fo~ safety's sake, as Mr. 
morning E\·erything appeared to be Burke insinuates. Matters being thus 
c,1mpnsed, and a g-eneral congratula- appeased, and tranquility restored, a 
tion took place. By the beat of the general acclamation broke forth of 
drum a proclamation was made that ; Le Roi ti Pan:1·--I-A.' Roi ti Paris-The 
the citizens ,,f Vc·rsailles Wclu)d give ' King to Paris. It was the shout of 
th~: hos11itality of their houscs to their peace, and immediately accepted tm 
fellow-citizens of l'aris. Those who the part ,,f the King. Hv this 
could not he accommodat~:d in this measure all future projects of trepan
manner remained in the streets, or ning the King 1<1 l\letz, and setting 
tL'ok up their quarters in the churches;_ up the standard ,,[ ''pposition to the 
and at t \\',, o'cl,,ck the King and constitution, \\'t're pre\·entt!d, and the 
Qu.:en ret ired. : suspici<Hls ext inguisht!d. The King 

In this statc mailers passed till the and his familv reached Paris in the 
break pf dav, when a fresh distur- e\·ening, and 'were Cc'ng-ratulated on 
bance awse. frL'Ill the censurablt! 1 their arri\·al by 1\1. Bailly, the 1\Iayor 
C<HHiuLI of S<111le L'f bc1th parties, f,,r of Paris, in the name of the citizens. 

Mr. Burke, ,,·ho throug·hl1ut !1is b,,ok 
confL'llllUS thing-s, p~:rsons, and prin
ciples, as in his remarks on 1\1. Bailly's 
ad,!J·ess, cnnfounded time also. lie 

1 I :un warranled in as ... ~.•r·ting- this, as I 
had it Jll"r..,onallv fn.m1 .\"1. dl~ 'ra J."a\'l'lll', 
with wlh 1 111 I livl~<.t in habils LJf fricnd:-,h.ip for 
fourtel'll years. --·.·1 utlwr. 
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censures l\1. llailly for calling it " 1111 rhapsodies, and a sort of d.:-scant upon 
bon Jimr," a good day. Mr. llurke go\'ernments, in which he asserts 
should ha\'e informed himself that whatever he pleases, on the presump
this scene fook up the space of two tion of its being belie\"ed, without 
days, the day on which it began with offering either e,·idence or reasons for 
e\·ery appearance of danger and mis- so doing._ 
chief, and the day on which it ter- Before anything can be reasoned 
minated without the mischiefs that upon to a conclusion, certain facts, 
threatened ; and that it is to this principles, or data, to reason from, 
peaceful termination that M. llailly must be established, admitted, or 
alludes, and to the arri\·al of the King denied. Mr. Burke, with his usual 
at Paris. Not less than three hu~1drcd outmg-e, abused the IJcc/anrtrim of 
thousand persons arranged thernsch·es tiLe Rr:![lil.r of 11fan, published by the 
in the procession from Versailles to National Assembly of France as the 
Paris, and no tan act of molestation was basis' on which the constitution of 
committed during the whole march. France is built. This he calls "paltry 

1\Ir. Burke, on the authority of M. and blurred sheets of paper about the 
Lally Tollendal, a deserter from the rights of man." Docs l\1 r. llurke 
National Assembly, says, that on mean to deny that man has any 
entering Paris, the p.:-ople shouted rights? If he does, then he must 
"Tvus lcs £'-iJi:qucs ti Ia !an ferne." All mean that there arc no such things as 
Bi~hops to be hanged at the lanthorn rights anywhere, and that he has 
or lamp-posts. It is surprising that none himself; for who is there in the 
nobody should hear this but Lally world hut man i' But if 1\1 r·. Burke 
Tollcndal, and that nobody should means to admit that man has rights, 
belic,·e it but 1\Ir. Burke. It has not the question then will be: \Vhat arc 
the least connection with any part of those rights, and how man came by 
the tran~action, and is totally foreign them orig·inally ? 
to every circumstance of it. The The error ,,f those who reasL1n by 
bishops had never been introduced precedents drawn from antiquity, 
before into anv scene of :\Ir. Burke's respecting the rights ,,f man, is that 
drama: why ·then arc they, all at they do not go far enough intL1 
once, and altng-ethcr, tout ti coup, ct j antiquity. They do rwt go the ,,·hole 
lrm.r l'llscmblc, introduced now? l\T r. way. They slop rn some of the 
Burke bring-s forward his bishops and intermediate stages of an hundred or 
his lanthorn-like fig-ures in a magic 1 a thou-;and years, and pr,,duce what 
lanthorrr, and raises hi~ scenes b\· was then dnne, as a rule r,,r the 
contrast instead of cc,nnect ion. Bu·t present day. This is no autiHH·it v at 
it serves to show, with the rest of his all. If we tnt\·el ~till f~trther into 
hook, what little credit ought 1L1 be antiquity, we shall lind a dir.:-ct 
given \\·here e\·en probability is set at contrary npiniL'n and practic.:- pr.:-
dcfiance, for the purpose of defaming; \·ailing; and if antiquity is (\1 be 
and with this reflection, instead ,,f a authority, a tlwusand such authorities 
snliloquy in praise of chi,·alry, as 1\Ir. may be produced, successively "'ntra
Burkc has done, I dose the acc,,unt dieting each ''thcr; but if we pmceed 
of the expedition to \"ersailk,;.' ,,n, \\"e shall al last CL'me out riorht · 

I ha\·e now to follL1\'; 1\Ir. Burke \\".:'shall come t'' the time when ~1 a 1 ; 
through a pathless wilderness of: came fn,m the hand of his 1\Takcr. 

' :\n accounl of thl· cxpPdili~lfl to \'t..•r
saille~ ma v bt~ SL'en in I\"tl, r \ of I h~.· N,·;·olu
lion dt.' Pa·n:<> containin!4 the ~·v(_•nts frmn 1 he 
;jrd to the 10th ,,f Octu·IJ,•o·, 1 ;&J. -A utlwr. 

1 \\'hat \\·as he then? l\Ian. l\lan 
was his hig-h and only title, and a 
high.:-r camwt be givc'n him. But ,,f 
titles I shall speak lwr·cartcr. 
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\Ve arc now got at the origin of· illuminating and divine pri~ciple .of 
man, and at the origin of his rights. I the equal rights of man (for 1t has 1ts 
As to the manner in which the world ! origin from the l\Iaker of man) relates, 
has been governed from that day to not only to the !iring individuals, but , 
this, it is no farther any concern of to generations of men succeeding each. 
ours than to make a proper use of' other. Every generation is equal in 
the er~ors or the !mprovements .which ( rights .to the generations which pre
the h1story of 1t presents. fhosc 1 ceded 1t, by the same rule that every 
who li,·ecl a hundred or a thousand indiyidual is born equal in rights with 
years ag,,, were then moderns; as we his contemporary. , 
arc now: ·They liad 11/(·ir ·ancients, E,·cry history of the creation, and 
and tlwse ancients had others, and crery traditionary account, whether 
we also shall be ancients in our turn. from the lettered or unlettered \VOrld, 
If the mere name of antiquity is tc howercr they may vary in their 
go,·ern in the ~ffairs of life, the peop.c opinion or belief of ~er~ain particul~rs, 
who are to 11\·e an hundred or a all agree in estabhshmg one pomt, 
thousaml years hencc, may as well the u~tiz 1 • of men; by which I mean 
take us f,,r a precedent, as we makc that men arc all of one degree, and 
a precedent of those who !ired an conse4uently that all men arc. born 
hund!·cd or a tllllll;<;aml years ago. The e,1ual, and with equal .natural :1ghts, 
fact 1s, that portwns of antiquitr, br in the samc manner as 1f postcnty had. 
pnwing- e\"CI)'thing-, establish m>thini. becn continued by creation instead ''I 
It is authority ag-ainst authorit1· ;111 rrcncralion the latter being the only 
tlw way, till we ClHnc t,, the divine ·~wde br ;,·hich the former is carricll 
origin ,,f thc rig-hts of man at thc fqrward.; and consequently e\·ery 
creati,,n, llcrc our inl(Uirics lind a child horn into the worlll must be 
resting-placc, and our reason finds a consillercd as dcri1·ing its existence 
home. If a dispute ahout the rig-hts from God. The world is as new to 
of man had aris,•n at tlw distam:c of him as it was t<> the first man ~h;~t 
an hundred ycars from the creation, it existed, and his natural right in 1t IS 
is to this soun:e ,,f autlwrit1· thcv ,,f the same kind. 
must ha1·c r.:fcrred, ,ami it is to thi.s The l\Iosaic account of the creation, 
samc s<>urce of autlll,ritv that we whether taken as dh·ine authority '?r 
must no•.1· refer. · mcreh· hist,,rical, is fully up to thiS 

Though I mean not to t,,uch upon p<>int; the uni(l; or cquali~l' of man. 
any . sec!arian principle nf reli~don, The expressions admit of no Cl>n
yet 1t may be worth ohsen·ing, that tt·,wersv. ":\nd God said, Let us 
the gcn.:al,>gy of Christ is trac,•c.l ll> make 1,;an in our own imag-e. In tlw 
:\tlam. \\·hy th,•n not traec the ' imag-e or (~od .:reated he him; male 
rights of man to the Lrl·ati,m ,,r man { 1 ami female crcated he them." The 
I will answer the que~tion. Bccause! distinl'lion of sexes is P''inted out, but 
thcrc ha1·c· h,•en upstart g-o\·emments, no ,,thcr distincti,>n is ercn implied. 
thrusting t hen1scll-es hct II"Cl'll and pr,•- If this he 1wt dil'inc aull!l1rity, it is at 
sumptltl'll»ly ,,.,,rking tu 1111-JIIII!.:t· man. least hist<>rical authority, and sh,>ws 

II" any gcnL·rati,>n ,,f men e\·cr that th<: cquality or man, so far fro1~1 
P''"sc-;sed the rig-ht pf dictating the being a mDlkrn d,>ctrine, is the oldest 
mode by 11·hich thc world sh,>uld he upon record. 
g-on:-rned f,H. c1·cr, it was the first It is also t,, he obscn·ed that all the 
!!"Cncrat i,11l th;tt cxi~tcc.l ; and if that n:ligi,>ns known in the w,,rld arc 
~cncrat i•'ll did it rll>l, 11<' succec·ding f,nmdcd, ~n far as they relate to man, 
g"L'IIl'l":ttilln can show any authority <>n the 1111//1• ol mall, as being all of 
j',H· d,>ittg· it, nor scl any up. The ! l>nc degrl'e: \\"hether in heaycn or 
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in hell, or in whatever state man may Hitherto we hm·e spoken only (and 
be supposed to exist hereafter, the that but in part) of the natural rig-hts 
good and the bad arc the only dis- of man. We haYc now to consider 
tinctions. N av, e\·en the laws of the civil rights of man, and to show 
governments :ire obliged to slide into how the one originates from the other. 
this principle, by making degrees to 

1

1\Ian did not enter into society to 
consist in crimes and not in persons. become 1I!Orsc than he was before, nor 

It is one of the greatest of all to have fewer rights than he had 
truths, and of the highest advantag-e ; before, but to haYe those rights better 
to cultivate. By considering man in : secured. His natural rig-hts ::u:.c .. the .. 
this light, and by instructing him to ' foundation of all his ch·il righ·t-;;. · '!hit ~ 
consider himself in this light, it I in order to pursue this distinction with 
places him in a close connection with 1 mo.rc. precision, it will be necessary to 
all his duties, whether to his Creator mark the different qualities of natural 
or· to the creation, L1f which he is a and civil ri).;'lts. 
part ; and it is only when he forgets A few words will explain this. 
his origin, or, to usc a more fashion- i Natural rights arc those which appcr
ablc phrase, his birl/1 nndjium·~)', that : lain to man in right of h!s existence. 
he becomes dissolute. It is not among Of this kind arc all the intellectual 
the least of the evils of the present rights, or rights of the mind, and also 
existing governments in all parts of, all those rig-hts of acting as an imli
Eun>pe that man, considered as man, , vidual for his own comfl1rt and happi
is thro\\'n back to a vast distance ness, which arc not injurious to the 
from his Maker, and the artificial ; natural rights oT others. Civil rights 
chasm filled up with a successicm of 1 are those which appertain to man in 
harriers, or sort ,,f turnpike g-ates, 

1 
right of his being a member 0f society. 

through which he has to pass. I i Every ci\·il• right ha~ for its founda
will quote !\I r. 13urkc's catall1gue of 1 tion snme natural right pre-existing 
barriers that he has set up between I in the indi,·idual, h.tt to the enj0yment 
l\lan and his l\laker. Putting- himself of which his inui,·idual pln,·er is not, 
in the character of a herald. he says: , in all cases, sufficiently competent. 
'' \Vc fear Gou-we lol1k \\·ith ll~i'<' to Of this kind arc all those which relate 
kings-with affection to parliaments to security and protection. 
-·-with duty to magistrates-with From this shl11'l rc\·iew it will he 
re\·ercncc to priests, and ,,·ith respect easy to disting-uish between that class 
Ill nobility." Mr. Burke has fl1rg-ottcn of natural rig-ht~· which man retains 
Ill pul in "chi<.•ah:1•. '' He has also , after entering intc society and those 
fc1rg-ottcu to put in Pdcr. 

1l whic-h he thn>ws into the common 
The dut v ,,f man is not a wilderness Sll'Ck as a member ,,f ~ociet\·. 

of turnpik-e gales, throug·h which he The natural rights which 'he retains 
j,; tl1 pass by tickets fr,,m one tn the arc all those in which the f>07i'Cr to 
,,ther. It is plain and simple, and l'Xccutc is as perfe-ct in the inJi,·idual 
e<>n~ists hut of lwn p1>ints. I lis duty as the rig-ht itself. :\n111ng· this class, 
to (;ou, which e\·en· man must feel ; as is hef,we mentil'ned, arc all the 
ami with respect t,, ·his neighhmtr, tl' intellectual rig·hts, c>r rights ,,f the 
do as he \\'l>uld be chme by. Ir tlwse mind; c0nsequently t·cligi,,n is ''llC 

to \\·hom power is delegated dn well, ,,[ tlwsc rights. The natura; rights 
they will he rc>pel·ted ; if 1wt. they which are 1wt retained, are all Lih>sc 
will he de,pised; and with regan! t<' in which, tlh>ug·h the right is pc•rfect 
th<>Sl' t,, \\ h<'lll nn 1'''~\·l·r is delq.;·:.tted,l in the _iml.,·idu:_Ll, lhey•'Wcr t,, l'Xecuk 
hut who assume 1t, the ratll>nal them IS dckcll\'l'. I h,.,. ;m,\n.•r 110l 
world can know nothing l1f them. his purpnsc. A man, by ~1atural right, 
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has a rig-ht to judge in his own cause ; 
and so -far as the right of the mind 
is concerned, he ne1·er surrenders it. 
But what m·aileth it him to judge, if 
he hus not power to redress? He 
therefore deposits this right in the 
CLlmmon stock of society, und takes 
the arm of society, of which he is a 

'part, in preference and in addition to 
his own. Society grants him nothing. 
Every man is a proprietor in society, 
and draws on the capital as a matter 
of right. 

From these premisses two or three 
certain conclusions will follow : 

First, That e1·ery cidl right grows 
out of a natural right ; or, in other 
words, is. a natural right exchancred. 

Secondly, That ci1·il power pr~'Perty 
considered as such is made up of the 
aggregate of that class of the natural 
rights of man, which becomes defec
ti,·e in the individual in point of power, 
and answers not his purpose, but 
when collected to a focus becomes 
competent to the purpose of e1·en· one. 

They may be all comprehendecl 
under three heads. First, Supersti. 
tion. Secondly, Power. Thirdly, 
The common interest of society ancl 
the common rights of man. 

The first was a government of 
priestcraft, IJ1e second of conquerors, 
and the third of reason. 

VVhen a set of artful men pretended, 
through the medium of oracles, to 
holc.l intercourse with the Deity, as 
familiarly as they now march up the 
back-stairs in European courts, the 
world was completely under the 
government of superstition. The 
oracles were consulted, and whatever 
thev were made to say became the 
l:nv; and this sort of government 
lasted as long as this sort of supersti
tion lasted. 

After these a race of conquerors 
arose, whose government, like that of 
\Villiam the Conqueror, was· founded 
in power, and the sword assumed the 
name of a sceptre. Go1·ernments thus 
established last as long as the power 
to support them lasts ; but that they 
might avail themscl1·es of every engine 
in their favour, they united fraud to 
force, and set up an idol which they 

Thin.lly, That the power pro~luced 
from the aggregate of natural rights, 
imperfect in power in the indiddual, 
cannot he applied to ill\·adc the natural 
rig-hts \\·hich arc rctainl!d in the indi
,·idual, and in which the power to exe
cute it is as perfect as the right itself. 

\V<! han! now, in a few words, 
traced man from a natural indi\"idual 
ILl a member of ··ocicty, and shown, 
(>r cndl!anmrcd to show, the quality 
of the natural rights retained, and of 
thos..: which ar..: exchanged for civil 
rights. Let us now apply these prin
ciples to governments. 

1 called Dh•ine Rl_!.;ht, ;•ncl which, in 
imitation of the Pope, who affects to 
be spiritual and temporal, and in con
tradiction to the Founder of the 
Christian religion, twisted itself after
wards into an idol of another shape, 
called Cllllrch find Slate. The key of 
St. Peter and the key of the Treasury 
became <Juartered on one another, 
and the wondering cheated multitude 
worshipped the in1·ention. 

In casting our eyes on~r the world, 
it is extremely easy to distinguish the 
gLn·..:rnments \\·hich ha1·..: arisen out of 
socift y, or nut _of I he social compact, 
fw~1 those wh1ch have not; but to 
place t:1is in a clcarer light than what 
;L single' glance may afford, it will he 
pn)per to lake a. rcl'iew of the 'sen~ral 

1 

Slllll·ccs fr,)m wh1ch g-n1·crnmcnts ha1·e 
arisen and <)n whid1 thcy ha1·c hcen 
f,nmdcd. 

\\-'hen I contemplate the natural 
dignity of man, 11·hen I feel (for Nature 
has not been kind enough to me to 
blunt my feelings) for the ho1wur and 
happiness of its character, I become 
irritated at the attempt to gLwern man-
kind by fnrccamlfraud, as ifthey were 
all kmt1·cs and fools, and can scarcely 
an1id disgust at those 11·ho arc thus 
i mposcd u p,m. 

\\'.., ha1·c now to revi..:w the go1·cn1-
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ments which anse out of society, ' won!; we m"ust fix also a standard 
in contradistinction to those which signification to it. . 
arose out of superstition and con- : A constitution is not a thing in 
l(Llest. . 1 name onlv, but in fact. It has not 

IL has been thought a constde_rable an ideal,· but a real existence; ami 
adn111 ce towards establishing the whercn:!r it cannot be produced in a 
principles of Freedom to say that dsiblc form, there is none. A con
government is a compact between stitution is a thing mdcn:dcnl to a 
those· who govern and those who arc go1·ernment, and a government is 
go1·erned ; but this cannot be t~uc, only the creature of a constitution. 
because it is putting the cn·ect bclore , The constitution of a country is not 
the cause ; for as man must have the act of its go1·ernment, but 6f the 
existed before go1·ernments existed, people constituting its. g01·ernment. 
there necessarih· was a time when It is the body of elements, to which 
go1·ernments i:li~l not existJ and con- you can refer, and q1,1ote article by 
sequently there could originally exist article ; and which contains the prin
no governors t,l .form such a compact cipk·s on which the go1·ernment ~hall 
with. The fact therefore must be he l!stahlishcd, the manner in which 
that the indh•idna!s tliemsd-c•cs, each it shall be organized, the powers it 
in his own personal and so1·ercign ,·hall ha1·e, the mode of elections, the 
right, cnlcrcd.inlu a compact ~Ul'tli eacli duration of parliament_s, or by what 
other to produce a go1·ernm'ent: and other name such bouics ma1· be called; 
this is the onh· mode in which go1·crn- the powers which the cxe.cutin~ part 
mcnts ha1·e a· right to arise, ~tnt! th;! of the g-o1·ernmcnt shall ha1·c ; and in 
only principle on which they ha1·c a fine, cn:!rything that relates to the 
rig-ht to exist. co:npletc org-anization of a ci1·il 

To possess ourseh·c~ of a clear idea g'lll·crnment, and the principles on· 
of what g-overnment is, or oug-ht to which it shall act, ami hv which it 
he, we must trace it to its orig-in. In shall he h,lllllU. :\ Cl)nstituii,m, there
doing- this ,,-c shall easily discm·cr fore, is t,1 a g'<ll·crnment what the 
that g'OI'CI'IIments must ha1·c arisen laws made afterwarus bv that g-,,,·crn
cither 0111 of the people or 07't'r the mcnt arc to a court of juuie·ature. 
people. l\lr. Burke has made no The court of juuicature docs not make 
distinction. He im·cstig-:ttcs nothing the laws, neither can it alter them; 
to its source, and therefore he cem- it onlv acts in nlllf,,rmit\· t,, the laws 
f<HlllUs e1·erything· ; but he has si!.:-ni- made·: ;tnd the g'OI'e•rnm~nt is in like 
lied his intention ,,f undertaking, at manner g-m·crned by the c,mstituti,m. 
Slli11C futun.'! opportunity, a compari,..,m Can, then, :\lr. Burke pr,,duce the 
between the constitutions of Eng-land Eng-lish Constitution~ If he cannot; 
and France. As he thus renders it a we may fairly conclude that tlwugh 
subject of contro1·ersy by throwing-the it has been so much talked ab,,ut, Ill' 

g'auntkt, I take him up on his nwn such thing- as a cnnstituti,Jn exists, lll' 
g-round. It is in high challeng-es that / ever did exist, and l'l'nsequently that 
high truths ha1·e the rig-ht of appear- the pc,,ple ha,·e ,·et a constituti,m tll 
ing-; and I accept it 11·ith the: more I f,,rm. · 
readin~ss because it afF~rds !Ill', at _tlw :\lr. Burke \l·illtlllt, I pt:csumc, dcnv 
s:unc: ttmt', anllpportulllty lit pursutng the I'''sitivn I ha1·c alrea<h- ach-ance~l· 
the suhj~ct with respect to gol'l'l'll- --namely, that g-,,,·,•rnnicnts ari>'e 
nwnts arising- out of "''cicty. either out ,,f the pcDpli.· llr ,,.,,,.,. t h<.! 

But it will be first necessan· to pcnplc. The• Eng·lish l;,,,·ernmcnt is 
dclinc \\'hat is meant hv a I'0//.1'///11.//on. l\JIC e,f thnsc which an1se ,,ut ,,r a 
It is not sufficient tha-t we adopt the c,,nquest, and tllll out ,,f society, and 
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consequently it arose o\·cr the people ; I 
and though it has been much ·modi
lied from the opJJllrtunity of cir..:um
stances since the time of \Villiam the 
Conqueror, the country has never yet 
reg-enerated itsdf, and is therefore 
without a ..:onstitution. 

ing to the principies and forms pre
scribed in that constitution ; and if 
experience should hereafter show that 
alterations, amendments, or additions 
are necessary, the constitution will 
point out the mode by which such 
things shall he done, and not leave it 
to the discretionary power of the future 
"0\'ernment. 

I readily percei\·e the reason why 
.Mr. Burke declineLI going into the 
comparison between the English and 
French constitutions, because he 
could· not but perceive, when he sat 
down to the task, that no such a thiwr 
as a ..:onstitution existed on his sid~ 1 

the question. His book is certainh· 
bulky enough to h<H"e coutained ail 
he could say on this subject, and it 
w,1uld have been the best manner in 
wh~ch people cou_Id ha\·o judged of 
the1f" separate ments. \Vhy then has 
he decl111<;d. the only thing that was 
worth while to write upon? It was 
~l_1e strongest g-round he could take, 
Jl the ad\·autages were on his side, 
but the weakest if they were not· and 
his Jeclining to take it is either ,; ~ign 
that he could not possC'ss it or could 
nL't maintain it. 

ll r. Burke said, in a sp•·ech last 
winlC'r in parliament, that when the 
National Assembly first mi.!! in three 
Orders (the Tiers Etats, tht! Clergy, 
and tho NL1blesse), France had th..:n 
a good constitution. This shews 
among numerous other instances, 
that l\1 r. Burke docs not understand 
what a cunstitution is. The p..:rSLHlS 
so nwt wer..: not a constitution, but n 
c:on<•culion, to make a constitution. 

"' A gO\·ernment on the principles 
on which constitutional governments 
arising out of society are es.tablisl~_ed, 
cannot have the right ol altenng 
itself. If it had, it would be arbitrary. 
It might make itself w~at i~ pleased i 
and where\·er such a nght ts set up, 
it shews there is no constitution. 
The act by which the English Parlia
ment empowered itself to sit. se:cn, 
vears, shews there is no constttutwn 
in ·England. It might, by the same 
self-authority, hm·e sat any greater 
number of years, or for life. The bill 
\\·hich the present l\lr. Pitt brought 
into Parliament_some years ago, to 
reform parliament, was on the same 
erroneous principle. The rig-ht of 
reform is in the nation in its original 
L·harackr, and tlw constitutional 
method would he by a Keneral conven
tion eled.:d [,". the purp,,se. There 
is, moreo\'l'r, a paradox in the idC'a 
of \·itiateLl bodies reforming them
seh·es. 

From these p1·eliminaries I proceed 
to .draw som..: comparisnns. I h<i\·e 
already S[l<>kcn of the declaration of 
rights; and as I mean to be as concise 
as possible, I shall pn1cced to other 
p:1rts of the French C<lilstitution. 

The .:onstitutinn of France says. 
That c\·er~· man \\·lw pays a tax of 
sixty sous p,•r tl/11111111 (2s. hll. Eng·Iish) 
is an ekctor. \Vhat article will Mr. 
Burke place ag-ainst this? Can any
thing be morl' limited, ami at the same 
time more caprici,,us, than tbc quali
lica lions of elcctllrs arc in Eng-land ? 
Lirnili.!d - hccaus~ IlL't Oil\! 111:111 in an 

The present :\'ati,mal ,\s~L·mhlv of 
Franc.: is, sl ric1ly speaking, the per
snnal s,,,·ial CLHnpacL. Th~ members 
of it ar.: tho.: J..:kgaks of the natiL)n 
in its or1~~ina/ charaLter; futur~ ass~nl
blie,.; will be the d..:l..:•rates of the 
nati<lll in it..;or~·an/.:;edch~ra.:ter. The 
autlwrity l>f the present assembly is 
ditl"erL'Ilt fwm what the autlwrit1· 
ot' fu111r" as..;.:rnhlic,.; will he. Th~ 
auth<H ity ,,,. the pr..:sent on.:: is l<• f,,rrn 
a constituti,>n; tlw authuril\· of future 
asscrnhlie,; 11·ill be' to legisb~te accord-

1 hundrC'd (I sp..,ak much within C<llll
pass) is admitted l<) 1·otc. Capricious 
~~-because the lclWl!St c:haractcr that 
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can be supposed to exist, and who there anything- by \Yhich you can trace 
has not so much as the ~-isiblc means the marks of freedom, or disco\·cr 
of an honest liYclihood, is an elector those of wisdom? No wonder then 
in some places: while in other places, l\lr. Burke has declined the compari
the man who pays \·cry large taxes, son, and endca\•oured to lead his 
and has a known fair character, and reader;; from the point by a wild, 
the farmer who rents to the amount unsystcmatical display of paradoxical 
of three or four hundred pounds a rhapsodies. 
year, with a property r>n that farm to The French constitution says, That 
three or four times that amount, is the National Assemblv shall be elected 
not admitted to be an elector. EYery- e\·cn• two years. \Vhat article will 
thing is out of nature, as 1\Tr. llurke Mr. i3urke place against this? \Vhy, 
says on another oce<L<;ion, in this that .the nation has no rig-ht at all in 
strange chaos, and all sorts of follies I the case ; that the g-o\·crnment is 
arc blended with all sorts of crimes. perfectly arbitrary with respect to 
\Villiam the Conqueror and his des- I this point; and he can quote for his 
cendants parcelled out the country I authority the precedent of a former 
in this manner, and bribed S<11lle pal·ts I parliament. 
of it by what they call charkrs to 

1 
The French constituti,,n says, There 

hold the other parts of it the better ' shall be no gamy laws, that the 
subjected to their will. This is the farmer on wlwse lands wild game 
reason why so many of those charters shall be found (f,,r it is by the pr~duce 
abound in Cornwall; the pe0ple were of those lands they arc fe-d) shall ha\·e 
averse to thoe government established it right to what he can take; that 
at the conquest, and the towns were_ there shall be no monopnlies of any 
g-arrisoned and bribed to ensla\·c the kind --that all trade shall he free and 
c,,untry. All the olu charters arc en~ry man free to f,,u,,w any occupa .. 
the badg-es of this nmqucst, ami it is tion by which he can produce an 
from this source that the caprici,,us- hone-st li\·~lihood, and in any place, 
ness of elections arises. t<H\'n, or nty throughout the nation. 

The French CLlllstitution says, That \Vhal will ~~ r. Burke say to this? 
the number of representati\·cs for any In Eng-l_and, game is mallc the pr,1-
pla..:c shall he in a rati,, to the number pc-rty ol those at wh,lse expense it 
of taxable inhabitants or electors. is not Fed ; and with 1:c:;pcct to 
\Vhat article will l\Ir. Burke place monopohc,.:, the country 1s cut up 
a~ainst this? The ..;,,unly of York- j into !11011l'P''.lic-s. ~~\·cry charkrcd 
shire, which contains nearlv a million , ~,H\"1~ 1s an anstocr:t~tca! m,'lll'P''Iy in 
of souls, sends t\nl county 'me-mbers; tts,•lf, ami the qua_hh,·atwn ,,r ell.'ct,,rs 
and so does the Cllllntv of Rutland, pr,,ceeds out ol those charterell 
which contains twt an h~mdrcdth part nwnop,,lics. Is this frc•et!,,n1 ? 1. 
l•f that number. The h)\\·n of Old this what ~~ r. Burk,• means hy a c,111~ 
Sarum, which contains ll<'t thrc·,~ stituti,m r 
h<,nlsc,_;, sends twcl membl.'rs ; and the In thl.'~c c_harll.'rc•d nlllllllpolics, a 
town of Manchester, whi..:h C<llllains man .::,m~1ng lr,,m ~~lll'lhl.'r part ,1f the 
ll))\\·ards of sixty thousand Slltds, is cmmtry 1s hunted lr,'n1 them ,-1, -1- I 

d · · · ·· I lC 
not a milled to send a1n-. Is there ~\·ere a !,lrl'lg"~l r.ncmy. An Eng-lishlnan 
any principle in these ihings ?• Is 1s n,,t lree ''' hts c'\\"11 countt·•· ..... -' • ~\ crv 

• At this Jh'int thl• fl,ill>\\'ing- scnh_'lll'o.' ha-.; 
lkl'fl intl~rpolatt>d at some (lL"riLld : '" I l j.., 
;ldrnittc..•d I hat alit hi .. i"i aJt,·n·d, hut there i.., 
rrun:h to be d~lllt' , ..... ,, h,~rnn~ we C;lll havl' a 
fair r· :pr·~..·scnt:tl il.Hl of l h~..· J'l~('plc." Thi..;, 

llile ,,f tlws~ placccs prc·senls a barrie;-
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in his waY, and t~lls him he is not The French constitution says that 
a fr~~ma1;-that he has no rights. j to pr~sen·e the national representation 
vVithin th~se monopolies ar~ other from being corrupt no member of the 
monopolies. In a city, such for I National Assembly shall be an officer 
instanc~ as Bath, which contains of the government, a ·placeman or a 
between tw~nty and thirty thousand pensioner. '''hat will Mr. Burke 
inhabitants, the right of electing ! place against this? I will whisper 
rcprescntati\·es to Parliament is · his answer : Loa1.•cs ami Fishes. Ah ! 
monopolized by about thirty-one this go\·ernment of loay~s and fishes 
persons. Ami within these monopolies has more mischief in it than people 
are still others. A man e\·en of the ha\'e yet re!1~cted on. The National 
.~ame town, whose parents were not 

1 

Assembly has made the discoYery, 
in circumstances to gi,-e him an and it holds out the example to the 
occupation, is debarred, · in m;~ny , world. Had goYernments aflreed to 
cases, from the tMtural right of I quarrel on purpose to fleece th~ir 
acqulflng one, be i1is genius or ' countries by tax~s, they could not 
industry what it may. I have succeeded better than the)· have 

Arc these things examples to hold done. , 
·out to a country regen~rating itself E\·erything' in the English goYern
from slav~ry, like France? Certainly rncnt appears to me the reverse of 
th~y arc not, and c~rtain am I, that what it ought to be, and of what it is 
wh.:n the p.:opl.: of England come to said to be. The parliament, imper
rell~ct upon them they will, like fcctly and capriciously elected as it 
France, annihilate those badges of is, is ne\·ertheless suppose{/ to hold the! 
ancient oppression, thos~ traces of national purse in trust for the nation ; 
a conqu~r~d nation. Hatl- ~I r. Burke ' but in the manner in which an English 
pnssess~d talents similar to the author Parliament is constructctl it is like a 
of·' On the \Vcalth ,,f Nations," he man being both mnrlgagcr and nwri
W<'ttld h:l\:e Cclmpr~hcndcd all the , g-ag-ee, and in the case of misapplica
parts which enter into, ami, by ass~m- ' ti<m of trust it is the criminal silling
hlag-e, ti.,rm a C<'ll:->tituti,Jn. He in jutlgmcnt · up,,n himself. J,f th,,se 
woultl ha\·e r~asnncd fmm minutia~ who \·ote the supplies arc the same 
to mag-nitude. It is not from his pers,ms who r.:cci\·c the supplies when 
prcjuJi..:es only, but frlllll the tlis- \·otcd, and arc t,, account for the ex
orderly cast ,,j' hi,; g-enius, that he is pcmliturc of l)h,sc suppli~s to those 
unfitted fc,r the subject he \\·rites who vot~d thcm, it is tlu·msd·<'t'.l' 
upcm. E1·.:n his g·.:nius is without ' accountabk to t!Jt•mseh.•e.•·, and the 
a Cclllslitution. It is a genius at Comedy of Errors concludes with the 
rand,,m, and nnt a g~nius constitutctl. Pantomime of Hush. X either the 
But he must say Sllllldhing-. He has ministerial party twr the nppl'siti<•t: 
th~rcf,Jrc nwuntcd in the air like a will t<ltll.:h UJ'<'n I his case. Tlw 
b:tii<'On, ''' draw the eYes of the multi- natinnal purse is the C<lmllll'n hack 
tud.: fr,•m the gT,llltH.I the}' stand up,,n. which each ntnunh ll(lL'n. It is like 

l\1 uch is t,, be leam~d fn1m the 

1 u E\·~~rvthin~" wa'io allercJ to ":\latl\' 
things" it\ the .. hlrda11 edition~, and thi"s 
n•adinL,f has tw~·n fl,lh)Wt•d hv mo..,t of Lh .. · 
later ;·ditlH.... P. B_\TIIl~, ,,f flublin ( r j()l ), 
ih)\\'t'\'l~l', l\:t•pl ttl 1lw lH·ig-inal, and .:\lr·. 
(.\·mwav (" \\'ririul!'-.. tlf Tlhlllla"' Paine,·~ \'ol. 
ii) say~ al..;.ll thai " Hur·kl' in hi"' • Appl'al' 

Fr~nch C<lnstitution. (_\,nquest and . 
tyranny tran>oplantcd thcrnsch·es with 1 

\Villiarn the Conqucr,Jr from ;'li,,r
mandy intu Eng·Jand, and the country 
is yd disfig-ured with th~ marks. 
!llay, thc•n, the cxarnpl.: of all France 
<.:<lnlrihuk lcl rcg-en.:rall: the frc~Jum 
which a pr·.n·incc- ,,fit lh:strclyc:d! I 

w:1-.. l·an·l'ul \l) qu~.1k• thL· ,,J"i~inal !"i1..'nlcnce."' 
-11. 1!. B. 
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what the country people call "Ride . House of Commons, IS a part of the 
and tic-You ride· a little way, and i Eng-lish Go\'ernment; and thvug-h he 
then I. "• They order these ·things professes himself an enemy to war, he 
better in France. abuses the French constitution, which 

The FrenC•1 constitution says that seeks to explode it. He holds up the 
the right of \\'ar and peace is in the En'g-lish Go\'l~rnment as a model, in 
nation. vVhere else should it rcsille all its parts, to France; but he should 
hut in tlwse who are to pay the ex- first know the remarks which the 
pence? French make upon it.' They contend 

In England this right is said to infavourllftheirown,thatthcportion 
reside in a metaphor shown at the 1 of liberty enjoyed in England is just 
Tower for sixpence or a shilling a enough to ensla\'e a country by more 
piece: so arc the lions; and it would producti\'cly than by despotism, and 
be a step nearer to reason to say it that as the real object of all despotism 
rc~lded in them, for any inanimate is re\'enue, a go,·ernment so formed 
metaphor is no more than a hat or a obtains more than it could do either 
cap. \Ve can all see the absurdity of by direct despotism, or in a full state 
\l'orshipping Aaron's ffiL'ltcn calf, or of freedom, and is, therefore, on the 
Ncbuchadnczzar's golden image; but ground of int.:>rest, oppL1scd to both. 
\\"hy do men_continue to practise them- They account also for the r.:>adiness 
selv..:s the absurdities they despise in which always appears in such gcwern
uthers? ments for engag-ing in wars by remark
. It may with reason be said that ing on the dilferl!nt moti\·cs which 
In the manner the English nation is produce them. In despotic go,·ern
rcpr.:-sented it signifies not where the mcnts wars arc the cflcct of pride ; 
rig-ht resides, whether in the crown but in tlwsc go\·ernments in \\·hich 
or in the parliament. \Var is the they become the means of taxatiLm, 
cornnwn han·est of all those who they acquire thereby a more pcrma
llarticipale in the di\'ision anJ expcn- nent promptitude. 
lliture ,,f puhlic money, in all countries. The French L·,,nstitutiL,n, therefore, 
It is the art of COIItjllt'r/ll.f! at home; tel pr,H·ide against hot h these e\·ils, 
lhe ohje.:t of it is an increase of has taken ;l\\·ay the pc>wer ,,f declaring 
~e1·enue ; and as re\·enue cannot be war from kings and ministers, and 
lncreaseLI without taxes, a pretence placed the right where the cxpence 
tnu,.;t he made r,,r expenditure. In rnu,.;t fall. 
t~,·iewing the histot·y of the English \Vhen the question l>f the rig-ht 0f 
c;.,,·crnmenl, its wars ami its taxes, war and peace was agitating in the_ 
<t bystander, lll't blinded by prejudice NatiL'nal Assembh·, the peL>ple ,,t 
1tllr warped hy interest, \\·,,uiJ declare England appeared. to be much intc-
1h:tt taxes were not raised lL' c:UT\" L'n rested in the <'\'c'nt ami hi.rhh· h' 
1\"ars, hut that \\·ars were raise~! tn ' applauLI the decisiL>n.' ,\s a ~~·in~·iple 
~:tiT\" <'11 taxes. it applies as mu,-h to L'll.! CLlltntry as 

1\ir. Burk..:, as a member L>f the another. \\'illiam the l\mquen>r, as 

• It j.., a practice in Sl111h.~ parl"i •..lf tlh' 
1 nun In·, ''·hen t WLJ lran:lh.•ra.; havl.' hul orll~ 
hfll'!->l',. whiL·h, lii--:L' t h~ natiL)Ilal puP.;L', \\ill 
11nt ('fliT\" li1H1bll', that th'-~ lllll~ llH.l\lllts and 
"'d, .... 1\\"~l LW thn.•,· mile~ ahl'ad, anJ. then 
1 i .... 1 he lh'11"'1t~ t 1.1 a galt~ and walk~ on. \\'lll~ll 
lht· !'->l'L't11td tra\'l'lll'l' an·in·s lh~ takt·o.; thl' 
h,1,-..~'. 1 itiL'S nn, and pa~:-.,·:o-. hi~ t"Llmpanitm a 
1 tlil~· lll" l\\'11, a11d til'~ ag-o1in, nnd ~o ~.•n-- N/d,· 
r.,1ul n'c·. -- .·J ulllur-, 

a COII!fiiCmr, hdd this powc'r Llf war 
ami peace in himself, ami his de,..ccn
dants ha,·e c\·.:or since claimed it under 
him as a right. 

Alth0ugh l\lr. But·kc has as,.;erted 
the rig·ht ,,r thL' parliament at the 
l"l'\·,,luti,m lc> hind and n>n\r,Htl lh'-' 
nati~.._Hl and (1l'1!--l4..~T·ity r~...1r t.'<;•,·r, he 
denies at thc: same time that the 
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parliament or the nation had any right 
to alter what he calls the succession 
of the crown in anything- but in part, 
or by a sort of modification. By his 
taking this ground he throws the case 
back to the iVomuw Conquest, aml"by 
thus running a line of succession 
springing from \Villiam the Conqueror 
to the present day, he makes it neces
sary to inquire who and what \Villiarn 
the Conqueror was, and where he 
came from, and into the origin, 
history and nature of what arc called 
prerogati\·es. En!rythin.g must have 
had a beginning, and the fog of time 
and antiquity should be penetrated to 
disco\·er it. Let, then, :vir. Burke 
bring forward his \Villiam of Nor
mandy, for it is to this origin that his 
argument goes. It also unfortunately 
happens, in running this line of suc
cessilln, that another line parallel 
thereto presents itself, which is, that 
if the succession runs in the line of 
the conquest, the nation runs in the 
line of being conquered, and it ought 
to rescue itself fmm this reproach. 

· But it \\"ill perhaps be said that 
tho' the po\\·er of declaring \\·ar 
descends in the heritage of tht: cnn
quest, it is hclu in check by the right 
of the parliament to withholu the 
supplies. It will always happen when 
a thing is originally wrong that amenu
ments do not make it right, and it 
often happens that they do as much 
mischief one wa\· as good the other, 
and such is the· case here, for if the 
one rashlv declares war as a matter l'f 
right, at~d the other peremptorily I 

withholds the supplies as a matter of 
right, the r<:!medy becomes as had, or 
worse, than ! he disease. The one 
f<,tTes the natit'n (,, a combat, and 
the other tics its hands; but the more 
probable issue is that the contest 
will enu in a collusion bct\\·een the 
parties, and be made a screen to both. 

On this question of war, three 
things arc t<l be considered. First, 
I h-~ right of declaring- it ; _;ec,mdly, 
th<:! <-'X Pence of suppllrting- it; thirdly. 

the mode of conducting- it after it ts 
declared. The Frencii constitution 
places the right where the expc1•ce 
must fall, and this union can onlv be 
in the nation. The mode of conduci.
ing it after it is declared, it consigns 
to the executive department. Wen! 
this the case in all countries, we 
should hear but little more of wars. 

Before I proceed to consider other 
parts of the French constitution, and 
hy way of relieving the fatigue of 
argument, I will introduce an anecdote 
which I had from Dr. Franklin. 

While the Doctor resided in France 
as l\'linister from America during the 
war, he had numerous proposals made 
to him by projectors of every country 
and of every kind, who wished to go 
_to the land that floweth with milk.aml 
honey, America ; and among the rest, 
there was one who offered himself to 
be king. He introduced his proposal 
to the Doctor bv letter, which is no\\" 
in the hands o{ 1\1. Beaumarchais, of 
Paris - stating- first, that as the 
Americans had dismissed or sent 

·away' their King, that they would 
want another. Secondly, that him
self was a Norman. Thirdly, that he 
was of a more ancient famil\· than the 
Dukes of Normandy, and .;f <\ more 
honourable descent, his line h;l\·ing 
ne\·cr been bastardized. Fourthly, 
that there was already a precedent in_ 
Eng-land of king-s coming out ot 
Normandy, and on these gr'?unds 
he rested his offer, cn;ill"ni"ng that the 
Doctor wnuld fon\"ard it to America. 
But as the Doctor neither did thi~. 
nor vet sent him an answer, the pn1· 
jecl~r wrote a second letter in which 
he did not, it is true, threaten to go 
o\·er and conquer ,\m<:!rica, but only 
\\·ith great dig-nity pn,posed that if his 
offer was not accepted, an acknow
leugcment of about £Jo,ooo might 
be made to him for his .g~nerosit) ! 
Now, as all arguments respecting 

• Thl~ \\'tJnl ht:! used was rt-'ll&.'l~J't·~ dis .. 
misscJ or scnl aw;l\". - .. ·J ul/•,~r. 
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succession must necessarily connect mind of rrance that the folly of titles 
that succession with some beginning, has fallen. It has outgrown the 
Mr. Burke's arguments on this subject baby cloaths of Count and Duke, and 
go to shew that there is no English breeched itself in manhood. France 
origin of kings, and that they are has not le\·elled, it has e:-;alted. It 
descendants of the Norman line in has put down the dwarf, to set up the 
right of the Conquest. rJ t may there- man. The punyism of a senseless 
fore, be of service to his doctrine to word like Duke, Count or Earl has 
make this story known and to inform ceased to please. Even those who 
him, that in case of that natural possessed them hm·e disowned the 
extinction to which all mortal it v is gibberish, and as they outgrew the 
subject, kings m,ay again be had from j rickets, have despised the rattle. The 
Normandy, on more reasonable terms , genuine mind of man, thirsting for its 
than \Villiam the Conqueror; and I nath·e home, society, contemns the 
consequently that the good people of ' gewgaws that separate him from it. 
England at the Revolution of 1688, Titles arc like circles• drawn by the 
might lw<!e done mudt bcttcr, had magician's wand, to contract the 
such a generous Norman as //u:~ sphere of man's felicity. He lives 
known tl1dr wants, and they had immured within the Bastille of a word, 
known /u:,·! The chivalry character and sun·cys at a distance the envied 
which !l'lr. Burke so mu~h admires, life of IT\a;J .. 
is certainly much easier to make a Is it, then, any wonder that titles 
bargain with than a liard deal/ng should fall in France? Is it not a 
Dutchman. But to return to the greater wonder that they should be 
matters of the constitution. kept up anywhere? \Vhat are they? 

The French constitution says, There \Vhat is their worth, and "what is 
shall be 110 lilies; and, of con~cquencc, their amount"? \Vhcn we think Qr 
all that class of cquin1eal generation speak of a judgt• L>r a Gt•m·ral, we 
which in some countries is called associate with it the iLlcas of oAicc 
''ar/ftocrfiCJ•" and in others "nob/1/11'," ami character; \..-c think of ~Ta\·it\· in 
is dL>ne a\\~ay, and the pt•cr is exaCted one and bra\·cry in the other; ·but 
into MAN, when we usc tl;c won! mere/p as a 

Titles arc but nicknames, and c\·cry title, no ideas associate w-ith it. 
nickname is a title. The thing is Through all the \·ocabulary of Adam 
perfectly harmless in itself, but it there is not such an animal as a Duke 
marks a sort of foppery in the human or a Count; neither can we connect 
character, which degrades it. It anv certain iLlca with the words. 
reduces man into the diminuti\·e of \\.·hdher they mean strength or weak
man in things which arc grL•at, and ness, Wi,dL>m Or foiJy, a child l>r :.l 

the counterfeit of women in things man, or the rider L>r the hLH·se, is all 
\\·hich are little. It talks about its cqui\·ocal. \\"hal rcsprct then can be 
fine blue ribbon like a girl, and sho\\·s paid h' that which describes nothing, 
its new g-arter like a child. A certain and which means 1wthing? I mag-ina
writer, of some antiquity, says: ti,,n has gi,·cn figure and character to 
"'\Vhcn I was a child, I t~wught as a 1 centaurs, satvrs, ami d,>wn to all the 
child; but when I hccarne a man, I .1 fairv tribe ; but titles banlc cn:n the 
put away childish things." I]JL>\\·crs of fancy, .and arc a chim,,rical 

It is, properly, from the clc\·atcd Iwml.:script. 

I The condusinn or this pou·agraph CtHll~ 
nu.·ncing-" It may thl'reforc he of sen· icc·· i~ 
omitted in sc\"eral moden1 editiuns.---11. B. H. 

Uut this is not all. H a whole 
country is disposed to hold them in 
Cl'ntcmpt, all their \·aluc is glmC, and 
1wnc will own them. It is CL)!lllllon 
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opinion only that makes them any
thing-, 9r nothing, or worse than 
nothing. Thcrc is no occasion to 
take titles away, for they take thcm
seh·cs away ,,·hen society concurs to 
ridicule them. This species of imagi
nary consequence has ,·isibly declined 
in every part of Europe, and it hastens 
to its exit as the world of reason 
continues to rise. There was a time 
when the lowest class of what arc 
called nobility was more thought of 
than the highest is now, and when a 
man in armour riding throughout 
Christendom in quest of adventures 
was more sta~cd at than a modern 
Duke. The \\·orld has seen this folly 
fall, and it has fallen by heing laugh eel 
at, and the farce of titles will follow 
its fatc. Thc patriots of Franc:c ha1·c 
disl:o1·crcd in good time that rank and 
dignity in society must take a new 
ground. The old one has fallen 
throug-h. It must now take the sub
stantinl ground of character, instead 
of chimerical g-round of titles ; and 
they ha1·c brought their titles to the 
altar, ami madc or thcm a hurnt
oiTl'ring t,, Reason. 

If no mischicf had anncxl'd itsclf to 
the folly of titles thl'y would not ha1·l' 
bccn 1n1rth a serious anll formal 
destruction, such as the N a tiona( 
Assembly ha1·e decreed them; and 
this makes it necessary to inquire 
further into the naturc and character 
of aristocrac1·. 

It is the law against every other law 
of nature, and Nature herself calls 
for its destruction. Establish familv 
justice and aristocracy falls. By th~ 
aristocratical law of primogenitl.!re
ship, in a family of six children five 
are exposed. Aristocracy has never 
more than one child. The rest are 
~gotten to be devoured. They arc 
thrown to the cannibal for prey, and 
the natural parent prepares the un
natural repast. 

As c1·erything which is out of nature 
in man affects, more or less, the 
interest of societv, so docs this. All 
the children wJ{ich the aristocracy 
disowns (which are all except the 
eldest) arc, in g-eneral, cast like 
orphans on a parish, to be provided 
for by the public, but at a greater 
charge. U nncccssary offices and 
places in go,·crnmcnts and courts arc 
created at the ex pence of the public to 
maintain them. 

\Vith what kind of parental reflec
tions can the father or mothl'r contem
plate their younger offspring? By 
nature they arc children, and by 
marriage they are heirs; hut by aris
tocracy they arc bastards and orphans. 
Thcv arc the flesh and blood of their 
parents in the one line, and nothing 
akin to them in the other. To restore, 
therefore, parents tll their children, 
and children W their parents-rela
tions to each other, and man to society 
--and to exterminate thc monster 
;\rislocracv, root and branch- the 
French co;1slitution has llcstroved the 
law of PRDIOl;E;o;nTIIEsllll'. Herc thL·n 
lit's the nwnstcr ; and i\1 r. Burke, if 
he pleases, may write its epitaph. 

I lithcrto we ha1·e considered aris
tocracy chiefly in one p(1int of view. 
\\'c h;ll·e now to CL'nsider it in another. 
But whether we l"icw it bcfnrc nr 

That, thc;l, 11·hich is calkd aristo
crac:v in ~omc C<'Untrics and nobilit1· 
in L;th.:rs arose out of thc ~,l\·cn{
ments ft>undcd uptm conquest. It 
was orig·inally a military order fL,r the 

1 

purpose ,,f supporting military g"lli"Crn- ' 
mcnt (for such 11·erc all g,n·crnmcnts 
founded in conquest) ; and to keep up ' 
a succc·~si<Hl of this ,,rdcr f(,r the 
purpose f,,r which it was established, 
all the Y<>ung·er branches t:·f those 
famili<:s were disinhcritcd and tht: la11· 
,,r prim"!.(t'll!lurcsllip set up. 

i behind, or ;.idc\\·ays, or any way else, 

The nature and ch:1ract.:r of aris
t,,nacy shuws itself l<> lh in this law. : 

domestically ''r publicly, it is still a 
nwnstcr. 

In France aristocran· had one 
fcafurl! less in its C:tlUnt~·nan..:e than 
\\hat it has in S<Hllc othcr countries. 



RIGHTS OF .MAN. 37 

It did not compose a body of heredi
tary legislators. It was not "a cor
pomlion of aristocracy," for such I 
ha\·c heard l\1. de Ia Favctte describe 
an English House of P~ers. Let us 
then examine the grounds upon which 
the French constitution has resoh·ed 
against ha,·ing such a House 111 

France. 
Because, in the first place, a..s is 

already mentioned, aristocracy is kept 
up by family tyranny and injustice. 

Secondlv. Because there is an un
natural lll{fitness in an aristocracy to 
be legislators for a nation. Their 
iueas of dt:,·tribnlh•c ;its/icc are cor
rupted at the ,·cry source. They 
beg·in life by trampling on all their 
younger brothers and sisters, and 
relations of e\·cry kind, and arc taught 
and educated so to do. \Vith what 
ideas of justice or honour can that 
man enter a house of legislation, who 
absorbs in his own person th<.:! inlwrit
ance of a who!<.:! familv of children or 
dol<.:!s out to them soni<;) pitiful port ion 
with the insolence of a b·ift? 

Thinllr. Because the idea of heredi
tary legi~lators is as inconsistent as 
that of hereditary juugcs, or heredi
tary juries; and as absurd as an heredi
tary mathematician, or an hereditary 
wise man ; and as ridiculous as an 
hereditary poet-laureate. 

Fourthly. Because a body of men, 
holding thcmseh·cs accountable to 
rwh,,dy, Dught not to be tru..;tcd by 
anvhod\". 

i-'irthh·. Becaus<.:! it is continuing 
the unci\"iliscd principle of go\·ern
mcnts founded in conquc!'t, and the 
base idea of man having pmpcrty in 
man, and go,·erning him by pcrs,,nal 
right. 

Sixthly. Because aristocracy has a 
I cndcncv to dl'tcriorate the human 
specie!'.· Bv the uni,·crsal (l'Conom\· of 
nature it is kno\\·n, and hy the insta~K"e 
nfthe.fe\\·~ it is rnn·ed, tfJat the human 
species has a tcnd<!ncy to degcrwralt', 
in any small number of pcr!'nns, \\·hc•n 
separated fr,Hn the g-eneral st<>ck ,,f 

society, and inter-marrying constantly 
with each other. It defeats e\Tll its 
pretended end, and becomes in time 
the opposite. of what is noble in man. 
l\Ir. Burke talks of nobility; let him 
show what it is. The greatest char
acters the world have known have 
risen ori the democratic floor. Aris
tocracy has not been able to keep a 
proportionate pace with democracy. 
The artili.cial 1\0ilLE shrinks into a 
dwarf before the NOBLE of Nature; 
and in the few instances of those (for 
there are some in all countries) in 
whom nature, as by a miracle, has 
survi\·cd in aristocracy, THOSE ~!EN 
DESPISE IT. But it is time to proceed 
to a nc\v subject. 

The French constitution has re
formed the Cl1ndition of the clergy. 
It has raised the income of the lower 
and middle classes, and taken from 
the higher. None arc now less than 
twelve hundred li,·res (fifty pounds 
sterling) nor any higher than abc1ut 
two or three thousand pounds. \\"hat 
will 1\lr. Burke place against this? 
H car what he sa \"s.' 

II e says : "'fhat the people of 
England can see without pain or 
grudging, an archbislwp pnxedc a 
duke ; they can sec a bishc'P ,,f Dur
ham, or a bishop of \\'inchestcr in 
possession of ;{ IO,cXX> a-year; and 
cannot sec why it is in W('rsc hands 
than estates to a like amount, in the 
hands of this carl ''r that 'squire." 
And !\lr. Bnrke offers this as an 
exampk to Franc<.:!. 

,\s to the first part, whether the 
archbislwp precedes the duke, or the 
duke the bishop, it is, l belic\·c, tc1 
Lhc people in general, sumcwhat like 
St,•rnlwlrl and llop/..•/ns, or 1/oj>l.:/ns 
and Slcrnltolrl; you may pnt which 
you please first; ami as 1 ec1nfcss that 
1 do nc>t understand the merits of this 
case, I will 1wt contend it with l\lr. 
Burke. 

1 Thi...; parag-raph i-; t)lllil lt•d in StHnc 

llllJllL~;·n l.•ditlons. --II. B. B. 
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But with respect to the latter, I are to share the produce. But this is 
have something to say. Mr. Burke not the case in tythes : the farmer 
has not put the case right. The com- bears the whole expence, and the 
parison is out of order, by being put tythe-holder takes a tenth of the im
between the bishop ;llld the earl or provement, in addition to the original 
the 'squire. It ought to be. put tenth, and by this means gets the 
b~twccn the bishop and the curate, value of two-tenths instead of one. 
and then it will stand thus:-" The This is another case that calls for a 
people of England can see without constitution. 
pain or grudging, a bishop of Durham, The French constitution hath abo l-
or a bishop of Winchester, in posses- ished or renounced Toleration and· 
sion of ten thousand pounds a-year, fnto/cmnce also, ;;nd hath established 
and a curate on thirty or forty pounds UNIVERSAL RIGHT OF Co:-:scJENCE. 
a-year, or less." No, sir, they cer- Toleration is not the opposite of 
tainly do not sec those things without Intolerance, but is the counterfeit of 
great pain or grudging. It is a case it. Both arc despotisms. The one 
that applies itself to c\·ery man's sense assumes to itself the right of with
of _justice, and is one among many holding Liberty of Conscience, and the 
that calls aloud for a constitution. other of granting it. . The one is the 

In France the cry of"t/zc clmrcli! Pope.armed with fire and faggot, and 
tlw clmrcll .'" was repeated as often as the other is the Pope selling or grant
in 1\lr. Burke's book, and as loudlv as ing indulgences. The former is 
when the Dissenters' Bill was be-fore church and state, and the latter is 
the English Parliament; but the church and traffic. 
generality of the French clergy were But Toleration may he ,·icwcd in a 
not to be dccei,·cd by this cry any much stronger light. Man worships 
longer. They knew that whatever not himself, · ut his 1\Iakcr; and the 
the pretence might be, it was them- liberty of conscience which he claims 
seh·es who were one of the principal is not for the service of himself, but 
objects of it. It was the cry·'of the of his God. In this case, therefore, 
high beneficed clergy, to pre\·ent any we must necessarilY have the asso
regulation of income taking place ciated idea of two ti1ings ; the mortal 
bet ween those of ten thousand pounds who renders the worship, and the 
a-year and the parish priest. They btMORTAL BEISG who is worshipped. 
theref,,re joined their case to those of Toleration, thercf,,rc, places itself, not 
e\·ery ,,ther oppressed class of men, between man and man, nL'r between 
and hy this union obtained redress. church ami chu•·ch, nor between one 

The French constitutiL1n has ahol- denomination of religion and another, 
ishcd tythes, that source of perpetual hut between God and man; between 
discontent between the t\·the-holder the being- who worships, and the 
and the parishioner. \VI;cn land is BEI:-i(; who is worshipped; and hy the 
held on t\·the, it is in the condition of ' same act of assumed authoritY by 
an estat~ held between two parties; I which it tolerates man to pa)· his 
the one recei,·ing one-tenth, and the , \\·orship, it presumpttwusly ami hlas
ether nine-tenths of the produce : and i phemnusly sets itself up to tolerate 
consel{uently, on principles of equity, I the Almig-hty to receive it. 
if the estate can be improved, and : \\.ere a hill hmught into any parlia
made to produce hy that impnn-ement ' ment, entitled, "An Act to tolerate 
d,,uble or I rehle what it did bcf,,re, C'r ,, .. grant liberty to the Almighty to 
in any other ratio, the expense ,,r such 1 rcc('i\·e the \\"llrship of a je\v or a 
impr,lvement ought I<' he horne in like 1 Turk," or'' 1<' pn,hibil the Ahnighty 
proportion beti\"('Cn the parties who I from receiving it," all men would 
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startle and call it blasp!1emy. There I One, ol the c<?ntinual choruses of lVI r;, 
11'0Uld be an uproar. fhe presump- Burkes book IS "Church and State. 
tion of toleration in religious matters l-Ie does not mean some 011e particular 
would then present itself unmasked ; 1 church, or some one particular state, 
hut the presumption is not the less but any church and state ; and he 
because the name of " !\Jan" only uses the term as a general figure to 
appears to thos'e laws, for the asso- hold forth the political doctrine of 
cia ted idea of the ~i•orsluppcr and the always· uniting the church with the 
~t>orslnppcd cannot be separated. \Vho state in every country, and he censures 
then art thou, 1·ain dust and ashes! the National Assembly for not ha,·ing 
bv whatever name thou art called, done this in France. Let us bestow 
11:hether a King, a Bishop, a Church, a few thoughts on this subject. 
or a State, a Parliament, or anything All religions arc in their nature 
else, that obtrudest thine insigniti- kind and benign, and· united with 
cance between the soul of man and its principles of morality. They could 
~Iaker? Mind thine own concerns. not have made proselytes at first by 
If he believes not as thou belie\·est, professing anything that was vicious, 
it is a proof that thou belie\'est cruel, persecuting, or immoral. Like 
not as he believes, and there is no e\·erything else, they had their begin
earthly power can determine between ning ; and they proceeded by persua
)'llU. sion, exhortation, and examrle. How 

\-\'ith respect to \\·hat arc called then is it that thev lose their native 
dc1wminations of religion, if C\'cry one mildness, and be~ome morose and 
is left to judge of his own religion, iutolerant? 
there is no such thing as a religion It proceeds from the connection 
that is wrong; but if they.are to judge which l\1 r. Burke recommends. By 
of each other's religion, there is no engendering the church with the 
such thing as a religion that is right ; ~tate, a sort of mule-animal, capable 
and therefore all the world is right, or only of destroying, and not ofbrl'eding
all the world is wrong. But with up, is produced, called the Clwrclt 
respect to religion itself, without cstabll:vhcd l~J' Ltm•. It is a stranger, 
regard to name,;, and as directing e\·en from its birth, to any parent 
itself from the uni\'crsal familv of mother, on whom it is beg·otten, and 
mankind to the Di,·ine object o.f all whom 111 time it kicks out ami 
adoratic111, z't z:~ man brin,t{inx to lu:,· destroys. 
:llakt•r lite (ruils o/ lu:,· lll'arl; aml The' inquisition in Spain docs not 
th,>ugh thn~c fruit~ may •lifTer frnm proceed from the 1·eligion originally 
each other like the fruits nf' the ea1·th, professed hut f'rom this nmlc-animal 
the grateful tribute of e\·erv one is engcmlereu between the church and 
accepted. - the state. The burnings in Smithlicld 

A hislwp of Durham, or a hish1>p 1>f pr,>eeededfn,mthesameheterogeneous 
\Vinchcster, or the archbishop \\·ho producti,ul; and it was the regcnera
hcads the dukes, will not refuse a ti,,n of this strange animal in England 
tythc-sheaf ,,f wheat because it is n<lt afterwards that renewed rancour and 
a cock of ha\·, nor a CLlck of ha1· ' irrdigi,m <lllllmg the inhabitants, and 
because it is ;wt a sheaf of \\·heat·; 1 that dro\·c the penple called Quakers 
nnr a pig, because it is neil her one and Dissenters to America. l'crsecu
nor the oth.;r; but these same persons, ti,,n is not an l'rig·inal feature in IIIII' 

under the figure of an established religion; hut it is.always the stn,ng-1)·
church, will not permit their i\lakcr ''' marked feature of all l:nl·-rL>Iigi••ns, or 
recei\·e the \·aricd I 1·thc•s ,,,. man's; rc•liginns eslabli,.Jwd by law. Take 
den>tion. . I away the law-establistJ.Lent and e\·Pry 
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relirrion reassumes its original benig
nit\~ In America a Catholic priest 
is "a good citizen, a good character, 
and a good neighbour; an Epis
copalian minister is of the same 
description ; and this proceeds, inde
pendently of the men, from the~e being 
no law establishment in Amenca. 

If also we view this matter in a 
temporal sense we shall see the ill 
effects it has had on the prosperity of 
nations. The union of church and 
state has iri1poverished Spain. The 
r.e,·oking- the -edict of Nantes dnwc 
the silk manufacture from France into 
England ; and church and state arc 
dri,·ing the cotton manufacture from 
England to America and France. 
Let then 1\lr. Burke continue to 
preach his antipolitical doctrine of 
Church and State. It will do some 
good. The National !\sscmbly will 
not follow his ;Hh·ice hut will benefit 
by his folly. It was hy observing
the ill clfects of it in Eng-land, that 
America has been warned against it ; 
and it is by experiencing- them in 
France, that the National AssemblY 
ha\·e abolished it, and, like Americ<;, 
ha\·c established USI\"EHS.\1. RIGHT 

OF CossciE:>:CE ,\XD Lisi\"ERSAL RIGin 

OF CrnzExsnw.' 

I will here cease the comparison 
with respect to the principles of the 
French Constitution, and conclude 
this part of the subject with a rcw 
observations on the organization of 
the formal parts of the French and 
English go\·ernments .. 

The executive power 111 each country 
is in the hands of a person stiled the 
King; but the French Constitution 
distinguishes between the King and 
the Sovereicrn. It considers the 
station of K~1g as offi~ial,. and places
Soverei«nt\· in the natiOn. 

The ~cpresentativcs of the nation 
who compose the National Assembly, 
and who arc the legislative power, 
originate in and from the people by 
election, as an inherent right in the 
people. In Eng·land it is otherwise ; 
anc.l this arises from the original 

what reason and jus I ice could not. Those 
n1anufactures arc withdrawing, and arc 
.arising in other places. Tih .. ~re is now 
erecting at Passy, thre4.! ruilcs from Paris, 
a large collon.Jnill, and several ;u·c already 
erected in Amcri~a. Soon aftl~r tlh...• rc-jecl ing 
the Bill for repealing th" lesl-law, Olll'Of I he 
richest manuli•clurers in England said in Ill)' 
hearinJ.:", "England, Sir, is not a country for 
a disscnlcr to live in-wl~ must go to France." 
These are trulhs, and il is dning justic~ to 
boih parti,,s to tdl tlwm.. It is chiefly the 
di:-;senters who ha\'C carrit~d English manu~ 

• \VIu~n in any CtHJntry we sec extra~ fa,:tures to the height they ano: no\v at, and 
ordinary circmnstanct•s taking- place, llu~y I the same nu~n ha\"c it in liH·ir powt~r In carry 
nutm'all~~ lead anr. man ~,·ho_ has a talent ~or th_l'ffi a~,·ay; and thou~h those manufactun;s 
llh.-..t•n·alh_lll and mv~.·sugatwn, to enqmn_• Will afterwards n.lllllllth.~ to be m:u.h· 111 

into the cau"ies. The manufactures of. th~1se pi~H.:cs, the fnn~ig-n nutrket will be 
l\lanchc~ICI", Birming-ham, and Shcllicld, lost. Then.! ar~.~ frt•qut•nlly arpt":aring in 
a_n! the p1-ilh"ipal_ mnn_ufact.urt~'i in r~nglanU. I the l.n/ldtnl (;ttt;(•/1,•, e.xtral"ts fronl. Ct.~rtain 
I· n1111 \', hcru't' <hll th1.., anst~ "! A l1ttle Llb~ acts h1 JH"t.'\"t'IIl machuu•s and persons, as 
scrvation will explain lhl' ,·a~t~. Th(• prin- 1 far as thl'y call extend to pt~rsons, frt111l 
cipal, and tht~ g"l'ncrality uf the inhabitants I g-oing out of thL' l:,,untr·y. It nppean; fn.1n1 
t1f those plaeL"s, arc nut of what is calkd in 

1 
lht•st~, that the ill t.·n·cl'LS of the test-laws 

Eng-land, the church cslahlishc·d hy /""'; and : and .:hun·h-cstablishnwnl lwg-in lo he much 
tlwy, or their father~ (hll· it is within hut a I suspl"'l'tcd; hut the n·m~.~dy of fore~.~ can 
few )"t'Hr"i), withdrew fn.'lll the perse~.-·ulillu ne\'t~r supply the n>:meJy of n·ns,,n, In thl~ 
of lh<' chartPrr-d tnwn .... , wlH.·n~ h·st laws pr·ogress o'f less than a century, all th~ 
lllt'l"e particularly operate, and C'!-,lahli-:,IH•d I unn•pn:~st•ntcd part of Eng-l:uu..l, of all Llt:>
a Stlrl pf ns\"lum for tllemsl·h·es in tlh)sc nnntinati~._)ns, which is at least a hundn.-~d 
places It ,,:ao.; the tHIIy asylum thal thl:n limes the most lltllllt.-...l'llllr.;, mar be~in to ll·cl 
tllll·rcd, r~w the n· .... t t~f Eurtlpc was worse. the n'-·ceo.;sity f'lf a constitution, and th~n all 
--Hut 1111~ l·a ... e i" JHlW changing-. Franl·c thc..)St!' n1alle1·s will come rt•gularly before 
and J\mt•rit·a l1id all ,·omt·J·s we)nll1h', antl them.-.·lulhor. 
initial~.· thl'rll inh_l all tlw rights l'i' cilizt•n- {Thi'"' th..llt~ and tlw wlhlle f'f tht• paragraph 
~hip. p",lil·y and intl'n·sl, tht.•reft,rc, will, to whid1 it bdt'ng-s are omitL~.•d in some of 
but pl'rhups t,'ll) lalc, dictate in England, the httcr ~Jitit.111S.--II. B. B.j 
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establishment of what is called its I Houses of Parliament originated from 
lliL1J!aJ-chr ; j',1r as b).' the conque~t all what is called the Crown by patent or 
the rig-hts of the people o1· the nation boon-and not from the inhcrcnt 
were absorbed into the hands of the rights of the people, as the Naticmal 
Conqueror, and who added the title Assembly does in France, and whose 
of King to that of Conqueror, those name designates its origin. 
same matters which in France are The President of the National 
now held as rights in the people, or Assembly docs not ask the King 
in the nation, arc held in England as to grant to ll1c Asscnlh!_;• liberty o_( 
grants from what is called the Crown. spccc/1, as is the case with the English 
The Parliament in England, in both its House of Commons. The constitu
branches, was erected by patents from tiona( dignityofthe National Assembly 
the descendants of the Conqueror. cannot debase itself. Speech is, in 
The House of Comn1L1ns did not the first place, one of the natural 
orig-inate as a maller of right in the rights of man always retained ; and 
people to delegate or elect, but as a with respect to the National :\ssembly 
grant or boon. · the use of it is their dull', and the 

Br the French Constitution the nation is their auf!JOr/11'. -Thcv were 
nation is always named before the elected by the greatcst body of men 
King. The third article of the de- exercising the right of election the 
claration of rights says : "The nation European world e\·cr saw. They 
is essentially the source (or fountain) sprung- not from the filth of rotten 
of all so,·ereignty." l\1 r. Burke b,1roughs, nor arc they the Yassa! 
arg-ues that in England a King is the rcprcsentati,·es of aristocratical ones. 
fountairt-that he is the fountain of Feeling the proper dignity of their 
all honour. l3ut as this idea is character, they support it. Their 
evidently descended from the CL)n- parliamentary languag·e, whclher for 
quest I shall make no other remark or ag-ainst the yuestiL1Jt, is free, hold 
upon it, than that it is the nature l'f and manly, and extends t,1 all the 
conquest to turn e\·crything· upside parts ami circumstances ,,f the case. 
down ; and as i\1 r. Burke will J1llt he If any matter or subject respecting 
refused the pri\·ilcgc ,,f speaking· the cxeeuti,·e department ,,r the 
twice, ami as there arc but t\\·,1 parts person wlw presides in it (the King) 
in the figurL', the jimuta/u and Lite 1 comes before them it is debated L)n 
spout, he will be right the sec.md ' with the spirit of men, and the 
time. langnage nf gentlemen ; and their 

The French Constitution pnts the answer lH. their address is retnrncd 
le~islati\·e before the exccuti\·e, th,• in the same stile. Thcv stand JlL't 
L;tl\" before the King; Ia Lo/, k Roi. a],,of with the g-aping-- \·acuity of 
Tl~is als,, is in the nattu·a] <'l"dc•r of] n~lgar i~noranCL', 11L~r ~let~d ,~-~th the 
tluugs, because laws must have cnng-e ot sycL1phantJc tnstgmhcanCL'· 
existcnce before they can hm·c execu- ' The g-raceful pride of truth knows no 
tion. extremes, and prescn·es, in c\·crv 

A King in France docs Jhll, in latitudc ,,f life, the right-angled char
addressing himself to the Nat iLlllal aL·lL'r of man. 
Assembly, say'' i\ly assembly," similar 1 Let us Jllm· lo,1k to the L1ther side ,,r 
to th'-' phrase u,;ed in England of ''my the l(ll'-'sti,1n. In lhc addrcssL'S ,,f the 
parliament.,; neither can he nsc it Eng·! ish parliamL'nts t,, their Ki1ws \\·e 
consistently with the C\lllst itut ion, sec' neither the intrepid spirit ,;1· the 
11or e<'ultl it bc admitted. Tlwre may ,,Jd parliaments of F•·ance, JlLlr the 
he pn,priL•ty in the• us,, of it in Eng-land, Sl'rene dig-nity ,,f the presl'llt :'\ati.mal 
because as is b.:f,,rc mentioned, b,,th ' Assembly ; neither do we se'-' in them 

c 2 
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anything of the stile of English 
manners, which borders · somewhat 
on bluntness. Since then they arc 
neither of foreign extraction, nor 
naturally of English production, their 
origin must be sought for elsewhere, 
and that origin is the N orrnan Con
quest. The).· arc e\·idently of the 
\·assalage class of manners, and em
phatically mark the prostrate distance 
that exists in no other condition of 
men than between the conqueror ami 
the conquered. That this \"assalage 
idea a11d stile of speaking was not got 
rid of e\·en at the rc\·olution of 1688, 
is e\·idcnt from the declaration of par
liament to \Villiam and Mary in these 
words : "\V e do nwst hu;11bly ami 
faithfully submit oursch·cs, our heirs 
and posterities, for ever." Submis
sion is wholly a vassalage term, 
repugnant to the dignity of freedom, 
ami ~n echo of the language used at 
the Conquest. 

As the estimation of all things is by 
comparison, the rc\·olution of 1688, 
howc\·cr from circumstances it mav 
han! been exalted beyond its value, 
will find its le\·el. It is already on 
the wane, eclipsed by the enlarging 
orb of reason, and the luminous re\·o
lutions of America and Franc.:'. In· 
less than another century it will go, 
as well as l\lr. Burke's labours, ''to 
the family nntlt of all the Capulcts." 
Mankind will then scarcdv believe 
that a country ca)ling itself f~ee \':ould 
send tc> JIL,IIand fnr a man, and cloath 
him \\·ith J1llWet• <ln J1Ul"J)LlSe tel put 
themseh·es in fear of him, and gi,·e 
him almost a milli,,n sterling a year 
for lea\·c t<> submit them~eh·cs and 
their P<Jstcrity, like homlmc'll and 
bonchn>rnen, for e\·er. 

But there is a truth that ought t,, 
be made ktwwn: I han~ had the 1 

opportunity of seeing it ; \\·hich is, 
tilfll uolwithstandiug uppearrm1es, 
!lu-re ,:,· not "'!!' r/cscnptiou '!l lllt'll 

//WI dl'sj>t.\"l' 11/1}1/tll"l"iiJI SO 11/IU-fl liS 

crmrtirrs. But thev \,·ell kth>W, that 
if it were seen by ,)thcrs, as it is seen 

by them, the juggle could not be kept 
up. They arc in the condition of men 
who get their living by a show, and 
to whom the folly of that show is so 
familiar that they ridicule it; but were 
the audience to be made as wise in 
this respect as themseh·es, there would 
be an end to the show and the profits 
with it. The dilference between a 
republican and a courtier with respect 
to ,monarchy, is that the one opposes 
monarchy, belie,·ing it to be some
thing; and the other laughs at it, 
knowing it. to be nothing. 

As I used sometimes to correspond 
with l\lr. Burke, b.;lieving him then 
to be a man of sounder principles than 
his book shews him to be, I wrote to 
him last winter from Paris, and gave 
him an account how prosperously 
matters were going pn. Among 
other subjects in that letter, I referred 
to the happy situation the National 
Assembly were placed in ; that they 
had taken ground on which their 
moral duty and their po11tical interest 
were united. They ha\·e not to hold 
out a language which they do not 
themseh·es bdieve, fL>r the fraudulent 
purpose of making others belie,·e it. 
Their station recjuires no artifice to 
support it, and can only b.: main
tained by enlightening mankind. It 
is not their interest to cherish igno
rance, but to dispel it. They arc not 
in the case of a ministerial or an oppo
sition party in Englatid, who, though 
they arc opposed, arc still united to 
keep up tlw Cl>mnwn mystery. The 
::\fational Assembly must throw open 
a magazine of light. It must shew 
man th.: pr,,pl'r character of man; 
and the nearer it can bring him to 
that standard, the stn1nger the 
~ational :\sscmblv becomes. 

In contcmplatit.lg the French con
:;tituti,,n, we sec in it a rational order 
of things. The principles harmonize 
with the for"lS, and both \\·ith their 
''rtglll. I I may pcd1aps b.: s:tid as an 
excuse r,,r h~!d forms, that the\· arc 
nothing lll<lrl.! than f<>rms; but this i,.; 
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a mistake. • Forms g-row out of prin
ciples, ami operate to continue the 
principles they grow from. It is 
impossible to practise a bad form on 
anything but a bad principle. It 
cannot be ingraftccl on a good one ; 
and where,·er the forms in any go,·crn
mcnt are bad, it is a certain indication 
that the principles arc bad also. 

I will here finally close this subject. 
I bl!gan it by remarking _that Mr. 
Burke had 7•oltmtart"~v declined going 
into a comparison of the English and 
French constitutions. He apologises 
(in page 2.p) for not doing it, by say
ing that he had not time. l\lr. Burke's 
book was upwan.ls of eight months in 
hand, and is extended to a ,·olume of 
three hundred and sixty-six pages. 
As his omission docs injury to his 
cause, his apology makes it worse ; 
and men on the English side of the 
water will begin to consider, whether 
there is not some radical defect in 
what is called the English constitu
tion, that made it necessary for l\lc 
Burke to suppress the comparison, to 
avoid bringing it into Yiew. 

As Mr. Burke has not written on 
constitutions so neither has he written 
on the French re,·olutilm. He g-ives 
no account of its commencement or 
its progress. He only expresses his 
wonder. ·• It ll'Oks," says he, ·• to 
rnc, as if I \\·ere in a grca·l cri:..;i~, not 
of the aiTairs of France ak,ne, but llf 
all Eurl'pe, perhaps of more 1 han 
Europe•. All cin.:umstances taken 
tc1gdher, the French ren>lutillll is 
the most astl'nishing that has hitherto 
happened in the \\"llrlu." 

As wise men arc astonished at 
f,;Cllish things, and other people at 
wise ones, I know not on which 
grc,und to account f,,r ;\1r. Burk.:'s 
asl,,nishment; but certain it is, that 
he docs not understand the F1·ench 
ren1lution. It has apparently hurst 
flll·th like a creation from a cha,>s, but 
it is nn mor.:! than th.:! Cl)nsequence of 
a mental I·c·n>lution pri,wly existing in 
F1anct:. Th~ mind of the ll«lion had 

r chanucd beforehand, anJ the new 
M d ' order of things has naturally follow~ 

the new order of thoughts. I will 
here, as concisely as I can,. trace out 
the growth of the French rc,·olution, 
and mark the circumstances that have 
contributed to produce it. 

The despotism 0f Louis XIV., 
united "·ith the gaiety of his Court, 
and the g-audy ostentation or his 
character had so humbled, and at the 
same time so fascinated the mind of 
France, that the people appear to 
hm·e lost all sense of their own 
dignity, in contemplating that or 
their grand l\Ionarch ; and the whole 
reign of Louis XV., r.:markablc only 
for weakness and effeminacy, made 
no other alteration than ·that of 
spreading a sort of letharg-y o\·er the 
nation, from which it shewed no dis
position to rise. 

The only signs which appeared of' 
the spirit of Liberty during those 
periods, are to be found in the writings 
of th~ French phil~'s,,phcrs. Montes
quieu, president of the Parliament of 
Bordeaux, went as far as a writer 
under a do.>spl'tic g-oYernment could 
wo.>ll proceed ; and being- ,,blig-.:~.1 to 
di\·ide himsdf between principle and 
prudence, his mimi l>ftcn appears 
under a ,·eil, and we ought to gin! 
him credit f1.1r nwre than he has 
exprcsscJ. 

Voltaire, wh~' was h,,th the flalte1·er 
and the satirist of desplllisrn, t,>1.1k 
anoth.:r line. His f,>rte Jay in l'XPl's
ing- and 1·idinlling the• sup.:rstiti,>ns 
which prie,.,tcraft, united with slate
craft, hall intc>rwcn·en with g"ll\'c•rn
llll'nts. It was not frl'ITI the purit\· 
l>f his principles, or his l,n·e l'f m;ui
kind (i"L>r satire and philanthn>py arc 
nl>t naturally conc,,rdant), but from 
his stwng- c·apaeily of seo.>ing fc1lh· in 
its tnw shape, and his irresistible 
propensity to cxp,,se it, that he made 

I "Tl)" takl'S tlu~ rl:ti·l~ (.lf IO l'f .. in ! he 
later edit iono,;, hut this b «.:i.l•an)' an .:.·.b~t.Jrd 
lOI'n'L-ll. B. B. 



RIGHTS OF MAN. 

these attacks. They were, however, The th.:!n 1\Jinister of rr:·wce, Count 
as formidable_as if the motive had been Verg<!ntH!S, was not the friend of 
virtuous; and he merits the thanks America; ami it is both justice and 
rather than the esteem of mankind. gratitude to say, that it was the 

On the contrary, we find in the Queen of France who ga\·e the cause 
writings of Rousseau and the ALbe of America a fashion at the French 
Raynal, a IO\·cliness of sentiment in Court. Count Vergennes was --the 
favour of liberty, that excttes respect, personal and social friend of Dr. 
and cle\·ates the human faculties; but Franklin; and the Doctor had 
h:l\·ing raised this animation, they do obtained, by his sensible gracefulness, 
n0t direct its operation, and leave the a sort of influence o\·er him ; but with 
mind in love with an object, without respect to principles Count Vergennes 
describing the means of possessing it. was a despot. 

The writings of Quesnay, Turgot, The situation of Dr. Franklin, as 
and the friends of those authors, are Minist.:!r from America to France, 
of the Sl!rious kinds; but the,· laboured should be taken into the chain of 
under the same disad\·antage with circumstance. The diplomatic charac
Montesquieu ; their writings abound ter is of itself the narrowest sphere of 
with moral maxims of go\·ernmcnt, society that man can act in. It forbids 
but arc rather directed to ceconomise interc~1t1rse by the reciprocity of sus
ami refc,rm the administration of the picion ; and a diplo·matic is a sort of 
g-overnment, than tlw govl!rnment unconnected atom, continually repel
itself. ling and repelled. But this was not 

But all those writings ami many the case with Dr. Franklin. He was 
others had their weight ;· ami by the not the diplomatic of a Court, but of 
diflerent manner in which they treated ~lAS. His character as a philosoplll•r 
the subject of go1·ernment, Montes- had been ll1ng- established, and his 
quieu by his judgment and knowledge circle of society in France was uni-

. of la11·s, \"oltaire br his wit, Rousseau \·ersal. 
and Ravnal h\· tl;eir animation, and Count Verg-ennes resisted f,,r a 
Qul'sna}· and 'rurg-,,t hy their moral considerable time the publication in 
maxims and systems of wconnmy, France of thc American Cl'nslituti'm", 
readers of e\·erv class met with sc1me- translated into the French language: 
thing to their· taste, and a spirit of but even in this ht• was obliged to 
political inquiry beg-an to diffuse itself give way to public opinic1n, and a sort 
t hwug-h the nation at the time the of propriety in admitting to appear 
dispute hd ween England and the then what he had undertaken to defenu. 
col<>nics nf America broke out. The Ameri,·an cunstitutions were t,, 

As iL was imp,1ssihle to separate the Liberty what a grammar is t,, 
military e\·cnts which t<1llk place in languag-e: they define its parts ,,f 
Amc·rica fr,ml the principles uf the speech, and practically construct them 
American rc:n>lutiun, the publication into syntax. 
of thuse events in France nccl!ssarih- Th~ peculiar situation of the then 
CLHillcl"lcd thcmsl.!h es 11·ith the princf- Marquis de Ia Fayette is anothc:r link 
pks which producl.!d them. 1lany of in the great chain. I Ie served in 
the facts were in themseh·cs princi- I .'\merica as an .\merican c1nicer undl.!t" 
pl<!s; such as the c!.:claral iun of :\mcri- I a commi;:si,,n,,f Cong-ress, and hy the 
can indqll.!nd.:th:e, anu the treatv of I universality ,,f his acquaintance was 
alliance: hetw.:en France and Aml.!~ica, I in close fri~tHiship with the civil 
whid1 rc:cog-ni!-.cd the natural rights g"ll\"ernment of ,\merica, as well as 
l,f· man: and justilied resistance to l with the mi~ilary line. lie sp,1ke. the 
<>ppresstun. langua~e ot Lhe country, entered mto 
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the discussions on the principles of of the parliaments' authority on this 
,,overnment, and was always a wei- head. The court insisted that the 
~,,me friend at any election." authority of parliaments went no 

\Vhen the war closed, a vast rein- farther than to remonstrate or shew 
forcei)1Cnt to the cause of Liberty reasons against the tax, resen·ing to 
spread itself over France, by the itself the right of determining whether 
return of the French officers and the reasons were well or ill-founded ; 
soldiers. A knowledge ofthe practice and in consequence thereof, either to 
was then joined to the theory ; and withdraw the edict as a matter of 
all that was wanting to gh·e it real choice, or to order it to be enregistered 
existence \\·as opportunity. Man can- as a matter of authority. The parlia
not, properly speaking, make circum- ments on their part insisted that they 
stances for his purpose, but he always had not only a right to remonstrate, 
has it in his po11·er to improve them but to reject; and on this ground 
when they occur, and this was the they were always supported by the 
case in France. nation. 

M. Neckar was displaced in l\Iay, But to return to the order of 
1781; and by the ill-management of nw narrati1·e. M. Calonne wanted 
the finances afterwards, and particu- m~ney : and as he knew. the sturdy 
larly during the extravagant adminis- disposition of the parliaments with 
trat ion of M. Calonne, the revenue respect to new taxes, he ingeniously 
Qf France, which was nearly twenty- Sllught either lll approach them by a 
fllur millions sterling per year, was more gentle means than that Qf direct 
beCL'Ille unequal to the expenditure, authority, or to get o1·er their heads 
not because the re..-enue had de- by a manreu1·re ; and for this purpose 
creased, but because the expences he re..-i\·ed the project of assembling 
had increased ; and this was a cir- a body of men from the se1·eral 
cumstance which the nation laid hold pr01·inces, under the style of an 
of t'' bring forward a revolution. "Assembly of the Notables," or men 
The English Minister, 1\lr. Pitt, has of note, who met in 1787, and who 
frequently alluded to the state of the were either to recommend taxes to 
French finances in his budg-ets, with- the parliaments, or to act as a parlia
out understanding the subject. Had ment themseh·es. An assemhh·under 
the French Parliaments been as ready this name had been called in Jii17. 
t,, rL•gi~ter eLiids r,,r new taxes as an As we arc to ..-iew this as the tlrst 
English Parliament is h1 grant them, practical step towards the rev,>lu
there had been Ill' derangenh•nt in the tion, it will be proper to l'nter into 
finances, nor yet any re\"cllutic'n ; but some particulars t·espcding- it. The 
this will better explain itself as I .\ssemhlv of the Notables has in some 
pnKeed. places h~en mistaken f,,r the States-

It will he necessan· here to show General, but was wlwlh· a dill"erent 
how taxes were for;ncrl..- raised in bolh·, the States-lieneral-bein~· alwa1·s 
France. The King, 01"- rather the I by electicm. The perSLHIS \\:lw Cl,l;,_ 

c\>urt or ministry acting uuder the JW!;cd the ,hsembly of the. "1\,>tablc•s 
usc of that name, framed the edicts \\·ere all lll'minated by the King-, allll 
f,,r taxes at their llWn discretiL'n, and ' cvnsistell of one hundred and f,,n ,. 
sent them to the parliaments to be members. But as l\1. Calc,nne n>nl~l 
registered; fL'r until they were rq.~is- Jllll depend up,>n a mail'ritv ,,f this 
tered by the parliaments they were ,\,.semhlv in hi" f:n·,{ur, ·he n·rv 
tll't nperati1·c. Disputes had long- ingeni,,L(sly arranf..!·cd them in such 
existed het\\·eL.·n th" nHtrt and th" a manner a" lL> make f,,rt..--t"c>ur :> 
parliaments with re!<pecl to the extent , maj,,t·ity of ''nt: hundreu and fc,rty; tv 
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effect this he disposed of them inttl 
se1·en separate committees, of twenty 
members each. Every general ques
tion wa~ to be decided, not by a 
majority of persons, but by a majority 
of committees; and as eleven 1·otes 
would make a majority in a com
mittee, and four committees a majority 
of r:;even, i\'L Calonne had good reason 
to conclude that as fort1·-four would 
determine any general ·question he 
could not he outvoted. But all his 
plans deceived him, and in. the event 
became his o1·erthrow. 

The then Marquis de Ia Fayette 
was placed in the second committee, 
of which the Count D',\rtois was 
president, and as money matters were 
the object, it naturally brought into 
1·iew e1·erv circumstance connected 
with it. i\1. de Ia Fayette made a 
verbal chaq;e against Calonne for 
selling crown lands to the amount of 
t\\·o millions of livres, in a manner 
that appeared tt1 be unknown to the 
King. The Count D'i\rtois (as if to 
intimidate, for the ·Bastille was then 
in hcing) asked the Marquis if he 
wotdd render the charge in writing? 
He replied that he would. The 
Count D'Artois did not demand it, but 
brought a message fnm1 the King to 
that purport. 1\J. de Ia Fayette then 
deli1·ered in his charge in writing, to 
be gi1·en to the King, uncl,;rtaking to 
support it. !\:o farthc·t· prL1ceeuings 
were had upon this alTair, but !\L 
Calonnc \\·as soon after dismissed by 
the King and sent otT to England. 

• D'Artois and l\L de Ia Fayette upon 
I various subjects .. \Vith respect to the 
a~rears already incurred the latter 
proposed to remedy them by accom
modating the expences to the revenue 
instead of the re1·enue to the expences; 
and as objects of reform he proposed 
to abolish the Bastille and all the 
State prisons throughout the nation 
(the keeping of which was attended 
with great expence), and to suppress 
Lcttrcs de Circhct; but those matters 
were not then much atlended to, ami 
with respect to Let/res de Cadu·t, a 
inaj'ori~J' l!( !IIC ,\'ob/cs appeared to be 
in fr1<mu r of llic/11. 

On the· subject of supplying the 
Treas~try by new taxes the Asser~·lbly 
declined taking the matter on them
selves, concurring in the opinion that 
they had not authority. ln a debate 
on this subject 1\1. de Ia Fayelle said 
that raising money by taxes could 
only be done b\' a Nationalr\ssemblv, 
fre~ly elected b)· the people, and actit;g 
as their representati1·es. Do you 
mean, said the Count D' Artois, the 
S'lalcs-Gcncraf.:J M. de Ia Fayette 
replied that he diu. ' \Vill you, said 
the Count D'Artois, s:gn what you 
say to he gi\·en to the King? The 
other replied that he would not only 
do this but that he would go fartlwr, 
and say that th'e efTectual-niode would 

, he fL1r the King to agree to the estab
lishment of a cc•nstituli<1n. 

:\s cme of the plans had thus failcd, 
that of gdting the Assembly to act as 
a parliament, the other came intc1 

, 1·iew, that of recommending. On 
this subject the :\ssembly agreed to 
recc1111mend lW<l new taxes to be 
enrcgistered by the parliament : th_e 
one a stamp-lax and the other tern
torial tax, nr sort of land-tax. The 
two ha1·e been estimated at ah<1Ut 
fi1·e millions sterling per annum. \\'e 
hal·e'nol\' to turn our attenti,1n 1<1 the 

As :\1. de Ia Fayette, from the expe
rience of \\·hat he had seen in .-\me rica, 
\\·as hettcr acquainted with the scicnce· 
of ci1·il go1·crnment than the generality 
of the members who comptlscd the 
;\ssembh· of the :\'otables could thcn 
bL', the !~runt of the business fcll con
siderably tc1 his share. The plan of · 
tlll1SC who had a nmstitulion in 1·icw 
was IL1 ct•nlend 11·ith the court <1n Lite 
ground of taxc", and sonw Llf them 
op~ttly pr,>fessecl Lh·,ir ohject. Dis
pules frL·quently at·L•se between Count 

parliaments, t111 whom the busine"s 
\\·as ag-ain dc,·oh ing-. 

The .\rchhislwp ,,f Th,•ulnuse (,.;ince 
, Archbishop of Scots, and tlllW a 
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Cardinal) was appointed to the .ad- I 
ministration of the finances soon after 
the dismission of Calonne. He was 
also made Prime Minister, an ollicc 
that did not always exist in France. 1 

"'hen this office did not exist, the 
chief of each of the principal depart
ments transacted business imme
diately with the King, but when a 
Prime l'vlinistcr was appointed they 
did business only with him. The 
Archbishop arrived to more ·state
authority than any ministct· since the 
Duke de Choiseul, and the nation was 
strongly disposed in his favour ; but 
by a line of conduct scarcely to be 
accounted for he perverted every 
opportunity, turned out a despot, and 
sunk into disgrace, and a Cardinal. 

The Assembly of the Notables 
hal"ing- broken up, the minister sent 
the edicts for the two new taxes 
recommended by the Assembly to the 
parliaments to be enregistered. They 
nf course came tirsl before the Par
liament of Paris, who rdurned for 
answer, That 11•itlt such a rt•;•enue us 
the nation then supported 1/ze 1WIIIl' of 
I11Xt'S oug/11 no/ tv be mentioned but 
for /he pu rposc <!l1wluring them, and 
threw both the edicts out.' 

On this refusal the parliament was 
ordered to Versailles, where, in the 
usual form, the King held what under 
the nld g-c>vcrnment was called a Bed 
,,f Justice ; ami the two edicls \\'L're 
enre•t.:-istered in pre•sence nf th.: parlia
nwnt. hv an nrder elf State in I h.: 

but as thev continued as inflexible in 
exile as before, and as vengeance did 
not supply the place of taxe.s, they 
were after a short time recalled to 
Paris. 

The edicts were again tendered to 
them, and .the Count D'Artois under
took to act as representative of the 
King. For this purpose he came 
from Versai11es to Paris, in a train of 
procession ; and the parliament were 
assembled to receive him. But show 
and parade had lost their inlluence in 
France ; and whate\·er ideas of im
portance he might set off with, he 
had to return with those of mortifica
tion and disappointment. On alight
ing from his carriage to ascend the 
steps of the Parliament House, the 
crowd (which was numerously col
lected) threw out trite expressions, 
saying : "This is l\'h1nsieur D'Artois, 
.who wants mot·e of our monev to 
spend." The mark ell disapprob<~tion 
which he saw impressed him with 
apprehensions, and the word A ux 
armt•s.' (Tvarms.') was g-i\·en oul by 
the officer of the guard who attended 
him. It was s,> loudly \'Ociferated, 
that it echoed throug-h the a\·enues c.f 
the He1use, and pr,,duced a temporary 
confusion. I \\·a;; I hen standing- in 
one of the apartments throug-h which 
he had tc1 pass, and could m>l an,id 
r.:Oecting- how \\Telchl'd was the con
dition llf a disrespected man. 

mannet·.mentioned in p. +5· I 
On this the parliament immediately 1 

rc>turneLl h> Paris, renewed their i 
sessic>n in fc,rm, and ordered the en
registet·ing·tn he struck <'Ut, dee:laring 
that en•rything- clc>ne at Versailles 
was illeg·jtl. :\11 the• members or the 
parliament were then setTed \\'ith 
!.dtl'l"S tk ("ache!, and exiled tel Trois; 

He e•nd.:a\'oured lo impt·css I he par
liament by g-reat \\'l>nls, and opened 
his autlwrity by saying-, .. The King-, 
our Lord and !\laster."' The parlia
ment received this verv Cl'''11v and 
\\·ith their usual determi;mti,,n ;10t te> 

1 \\-hl"ll tlh~ En~lisll :\linio..;ll•r, ;\lr. Pitt. 
ml·nti~oJil"' till~ Frc1~ch linau~:l'S at.::ain in til~~ 
En~li~h l'arlianh~nt ir \\'~)nld Ill~ ,~·l'll that !h: 
n~1liccd thi.., as an l'X::-tmplc. --4·1ui/Jur~ 

reg-ister I he taxes ; and in this manner 
I he intcn·ie\\' ended.' 

After this a new subjectlL,nk place: 
In the vari,,us d~bates and C<'nlests 
which arnse bet ween the c,,urt allll 
the parliaments L'n the subject ,,f 
\axes, the Parliament c>f Paris at last 
dedareu that altlwugh it had been 

I SLC lll)tl~ 011 p. 37· 
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customary for parliaments to en- The cabi1iet had high expectations 
register edicls for taxes as a matter from thl'ir new contri1·ance. The 
of com·eniencc, the right belonged persons who were to compose the 
only to the Stalcs-Grneml; and that, Cour plt!nii•n! were already nominated; 
therefore, the parliament could no and as it 11·as necessary to carry a fair 
longer with propriety continue to appearance, many of the best ~har
deb.atc on what it had not authority acters in the nation were appomlec.l 
to act. The King after this came to among the number. It was to com
Paris and held a meeting with the mence on the 8th of May, 1788; but 
Parliament, in which he continued an opposition arose to it on two 
from ten in the morning till about six groun~s-the one as to Principle, the 
in the evening, and, in a manner that other as to Form. 
appeared to proceed from him as if On the ground of Principle it was 
unconsultcd upon with the cabinet or contended that government had not a 
mini,.-try, ga1·e his word to the Parlia- right to alter itself, and that if the 
ment that the Stales-General should practice was once admitted it would 
be con1·eneu. grow into a principle and be mal~e a 

But after this another scene arose, precedent for any future alterations 
on· a gT<>und din·en:nt from all the the government might wish to estab
fL>rmer. The minister ami the cabinet lish ; that the right of altering the 
were a1·erse to calling the Stales- government was a natillnal right, and 
General. The1· IH'II knew that if the not a right of g"<l\·ernmL'nt. And on 
States-General\1"l"!·e assembled, them~ the ground of FL'rm it 11·as conten~lcd 
seh·es must fall ; .tnd as 1 he King had that the Cour plt'111i"n• was nothmg
nol mentiL>ned i/i~l' l1im·, they hit ,,n a more than a larg-er cabinet. 
project calculat.::d to cluc.le, without The then Duke de Ia Rochefoucault, 
appearing to ''PI'Osc. Luxenibourg-, De N L>ailles, and many 

1-\Jr this purpose, the Court set others, refused tl' accept the nomina
about making- a sort ,~[ constituli<'ll tion, and strenuou~ly oppllsec..l the 
itself. It was principally the Wllrk of whole plan. vVhen the edict f<>r 
M. Lamoignon, Keeper of the Scab, establishing this new court was sent 
who aften1·ards shot himself. This to the parliaments to be enregistered 
new arrang-ement Cllnsistcc..l in estab- I and put into execution, they resisted 
lishin;.:- a b,>dy under the name of a , also. The Parliament of Paris not 
( (mr plt'uii·r,·, or full Court, in which i only refused, hut c..lt"nied the autllllrity; 
were inl"eslc-d all the• powers that the 

1 

and the contest renewed itself between 
go1·cmment mig-ht ha1·l' ,,cca;,ion to ' the P:J.rli:unent and the cabinet more 
make use L,f. The persons compl1sing- s:~roi1gly than ever. \\'hile the parlia
this Court were t<l he nominated by I ment were sitting in debate on this 
the King. Thl' contended rig·ht of I subject, the ministry ordered a regi
laxati,,n was ;.:-in'n up ''n the part l>f' ment of soldiers t<> surround the House 
the King, and a new criminal code nf and form a blockade. The members 
laws :utd law pn,ceL'Jings was sub- sent out for beds and pn,visiDns, and 
stitu!C'd in lh..: J\llllll uf the former. li1·C'd as in a hesil·ged ei!adcl; ami as 
The thing, in many P<'inh, contained 1his had no effect, thl' commanding
bctlet· principl..:s than those upL'n oflicer was ordcred tL> enter the Par
whi•.:11 the R<ll crnment had hith..:rto liament II,,use anc.l seize them, which 
been adminislcrL·d; hut with t·cspccl he did, and some of the principal 
to l he ( il/lr pkuli··,-,·, it 11·as >Ill ,,llh:r n>c·mlwrs were shut up in din·erent 
than a nwdium lht·ot>gh which de:--1wt- prisons. About ! lte same timc a 
ism was t,, pass, with,•ul appearing- d,·pulaLi,m of 1wr~<lllS arri1·ed fn,m the 
to act direclly fr<llll i1sdf. pr01·ince <lf Hrillany to remonstrate 
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aiainst the establishment of the 
('our pldnii:rr, and those the arch
bishop sent to the Bastille. But the 
spirit of the nation was not to be 
o\·ercome, and it was so fully sensible 
of the strong ground it had taken, 
that of withholdin!Z taxes, that it con
tented itself with~keeping up a sort 
of quiet resistance, which efrcctually 
o\·erthrcw all the plans at that time 
formed against it. The project of the 
Cour p!L'nierc was at last obliged· to 
be gi\·en up, and the Prime Minister 
not long afterwards followed its fate, 
and l\1. Neckar was recalled into 
office. 

The attempt to establish the Cour 
p!,;nih·c had an effect upon the nation 
which itself did not'perceh·e. It was. 
a sort of nc\\. fnrrn of go,·emment that 
insensibly scn·ed to put the l1ld one 
out of sight and to unhinge it from 
the superstitious authority of anti
quity. It was go,·ernrnent dethron
ing government ; and the old one, by 
attempting to make a new one, made 
a chasm. 

The failure of this scheme renewed 
the subject of com·ening the States
Gt!ncral ; and this g:n·e rise to a new 
sl!ric.!s of politics. There was no 
settkd form fl1r com·cning the Stales
General; all that it positi,·ely meant 
was a deputation from what ,~·as then 
calkd the Clergy, the Nl1hlesse, ami 
lh.: Cnmmons; but thcir nurnbcrs or 
their prop<1rtions had not been alwa\·s 
the same. Thc,· had been con\·encd 
only on extral1t:dinary occasil'ns, the 
la,:t <'f which was in tGq; their num
ber~ were then in equal pn,portions, 
allll thev \·oted bv onk·rs. 

It COL;Ic\ lWt\\'c.lll'SCape the sao·acit\· 
l'f !\I. Neckar, that the nllxle ,,f' I(l!+ 

ll"l1tdd answer neither the purpL1se ,,f 
1 

the then gm·ernmcnt 1wr oft he nation. ' 
:\,; matll-rs were at that lime circum
~tanccd it \1"<1tdd ha1·c.! been tl'<' conten-
t iou~ to agree u ['<'II anything. The• 
debate-,; \V<HIId have lwen endlc·,;s UJ'<'Il 
privileges and cx,·mpli<'lls, i11 \\ hi.:h 
n.:ithcr the wanh of the g-,n·ernment 

nor the wishes l,f the nation fl1r a con
stitution would ha\'e been attended to. 
But as he did not choose to take the 
decision upon himself, he summoned 
again the Asscmb(J• if till' Nulables and 
referred it to them. This bodv was 
in general interested in the de~ision, 
being chieAy of the aristocracy and 
high-paid clergy, and they decided in 
favour of the mode of 16q. This 
decision was against the sense of the 
nation, and also against the wishes of 
the Court ; f,,r the aristocracy opposed 
itself to both and contended for pri,·i
leges independent of either. The sub
ject was then taken up by the Parlia
ment, who recommended that the 
number of the Commons sh<ltdd be 
equal to the ol her two : and they 
should all sit in one house and \"Ole in 
one boch·. The number lin~tlh· deter
mined 0;1 was 1, 200; 6oo to be. chc1scn 
by the Commons (and this was less 
than their pwportion ''ught to ha\·e 
been when their worth and conse
quence is considered on a national 
scale), 300 by the Clergy, and 300 
by the Aristocracy ; hut with respt·ct 
to the mode of a~scmbling themseh·e~, 
whether together ,,r apart, or the 
manner in which the1· slwuld Yote, 
those matters were referred. 1 

1 !llr. Burke (and I mus1 lake tlw lilwrty 
,,,- tt.~lling- him he is Yt:'IT unacl)llaintl'd with 
Fn .. 'nch am·dr·~). SJ1l~aldng· liJltlll this .!-ouhjt~(."t, 
says, •· The li1·st thing Lhal ~truck mt.• in tha~ 
calling- ilw States-l;l'IH'ral, was a g-r·cat 
llcparture from I hP ancit•nl n1ursc; "---and 
he Stltlll after says, ;.; FnHll tht~ llltHth'nt I 
rea<-1 th~ Jio;t, I Saw distirH·tiY, and \'l'l'\' 

nt~arly as it has happened, all.that was t~l 
f(,JillW. "--1\1 r. Hurlie l'l'rtainlv did JH't -..t't' 

all that was lo f'-11low. I (•Jldl':t\'tlUn.·d ltl 
imprL'ss him, as Wt•ll ht•fl'l''-~ ;t~ all,·r the 
Statt•s-Gcneral mt>t, lhat tht·r·t• \'.~'lrld ill.' ;t 

rt'1.'oluliun; but was nnt aUie 1l' mali'-., him 
St'l" it, neither would hL· hl'iit.'\'t' it. llt'W 

tht~n lrt.• l'nuld dio;tint·rly set..' all tlr'-· part ... , 
wht•n lhc \\·lh)h• w:1s out t'f o;j~lit, i~ b~\-'-JIHl 
my t.'L'Illprt•h,·n~i,ln. .\nd ,,.i.th rt"Sfh't:l t .. -' 
lht• •· clt~parturt.• ft·t'lll till· flllt'i,·nt t't'\II'Sl',·· 

hl.'sid,·s lhe llalur·:d \':•·akrll·....,.., t.'f rlw n·mark 
it ~Ire\\'"' I hat IlL· i, un;u·tptainlt·d \\ il h t.'in .. ·um~ 
"it;uiL't'"'· Tire d,~partun· was llt't"t'!">~ar·\·, fnlln 

the cxpcril'llt:c had upl'll it, that the iulL'it..·nt 
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The election that followed was not 
a contested election, but an animated 
one. The candidates were not men, 
but principles. Societies were formed 
in Paris, and committees of corre
spondence and communication estab
lished throughout the nation, for the 
purpose of enlig-htening- the people, 
and explaining to them the principles 
of ci,·il go,·ernment ; and so orderly 
was the election ~onducted, that it 
did not gi,·e rise e\·en to the rumour 
of tumult. 

ing out of the corruption of society 
that could not be admitted even as a 
branch of it; and from the disposition 
the aristocracy had shO\~;n by up
holding Lcttrcs de Caclwf, and in 
sundry other instances, it was mani
fest that no constitution could be 
formed by admitting men in any other 
character than as National Men. 

The States-General were to meet at 
Versailles in April, 1789, but did not 
assemble till ;\lay. They situated 
themselves in ·-three separate cham
hers, or rather the clergy and aristo
cracy withdrew each into a separate 
chamber. The majority of the aristo
cracY claimed what thev called the 
privilege of \"lHing as a s;parate body, 
and of g-iving their consent or their 
negath·e in that manner ; and many 
of the bislwps and the high-henctlced 
clergy claimed the same privilege on 
the part ,,r their Order. 

The Tiers Eta! (as they were then 
called) disowned any knowledge of 
artificial Orders and artificial pri,·i
lcg-es ; and they were not only reso
lute on this point, hut somewhat dis
dainful. They began to consider the 
arisll><:racy as a kim! of fungus grow-

course was a had orlt"•. Th .. ~ Statcs-G<:'nPral ' 
of r6~-l-. were.~ ~:atll'J at_ the_ c~>mlll•'lll'.emt.;nt of I 
the crvrl war 111 the mrnor·r1y flf Lours X Ill.; 1 

but hy 1 hP dash of arrang-ing- I hem hy '-'rdcrs, 1 

thL.!Y incrcasl~d thl~ .. :lHifu~ionllll"\o" Wl·r~ .. ·ailed 
h'l ~-omptlSL', Th~.~ author· of l'Inlr~!fllC du 
{ 'ahincl t Intrig-ue l)f tl11.• CahinL·I ), who wrote I 
bt•!"t'l"t~ any r~~\·nhrlion was thoug-ht of in 
Frar1e~·. sp~·aking- "1r the StalL"·;-(~cncral L)f i 
,r)q, says,·· Tlh·y held tlh~ public in suspl'llSl' : 

li\'t' Jll~ltltlls; and by the "[UL"stions agitated 
tlh·l·\·in. and the ht~cLt with w!Ji,·h thl'\" Wl'I"C.' 

put, it appl'a1·s thattl~c_l~rca~ (/1·.,-.lfr~"u/s) 
tlltJu:.;ht lllllre '" satr~ly thc11· par/Jndar 
pa ...... itm:-., than hl pnlL·un~ the good of the 
natitlll; and tlh·· whoh~ time. pas~"·d away 
in :dtt·n·:ditllh, t"'-'~"'-'lllOIJit•..;, and par·;uh·." 
/.'/nlnj:-111' du Cul11"11 1·/, ,.,,J. i, p. j.Zf.).- .-lutlror. 
(Thi.., 11'-.ll,· ha<i h~.~t.·n tHnith·d in many t,f the 
mo<krn <'llili'""· H. B. B.] 

After ,·arious altercations on this 
head, the Tz"ers Etaf or Commons (as 
they were then call.ed) declared them
selYes (on a motion made for that 
purpose by the Abbe Sieyes) "THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATION; 

and that the ht•o Orders could be con
siden·d but as dcpuHcs of corporations, 
and could only lur;.'e a deliberate 7JOice 
7ohcn they asscml!/erl z"n a nahimal 
clurraclcr 7vith the natiunnl reprcscnta
th.'cs." This proceeding extinguished 
the stile of Etats Gt'm'raux, or States
General, and erected it into the stile 
it now bears, that of L'Assemblce 
Nationale, or Natioi1al Assembly. 

This motion was not made in a 
precipitate manner. It was the result 
llf cool deliberation, and concert.:d 
between the national rcpresentati,·es 
and the patriotic members of the t \\"L> 
chamber~, who saw into the folly, mis
chief and injustice of artificial prh·i
lcged distinctions. It was become 
e\·ident, that no constitution, worthy 
of being ca lied hy 1 hat name, could he 
established on anything less than a 
national gr~.Juml. The aristocracy had 
hitherto l>pposed the despotism of the 
Court, anu affected the language ,,f 
patriot ism ; but it opposed it as its 
ri\·al (as the Eng·lish Bawns opposed 
King· jl>hn), and it lhJ\\" l>pposed the 
nation from the same nll'ti,·es. 

On carrying- this n1l>tiL>n, the na-
tional representaliH'S, as had bet'll 
l:onccrted, sent an in 1·itation to the 
t\\·o chambers, 1<1 unite with them in 
a natil>nal character, and proceed t<.> 
business. A maj,,rity of !he clerg-y, 
chiclly of the p;u·ish JWicsl,.:, withdrew 
fn,m ·the cle-rical chamhcr, and j<>incd 

I the nation ; and flH·ty-five from the 
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other chamber joined in like manner. 
There is a sort of secret history 
belonging to this last circumstance, 
which is necessary to its explanation; 
it was not judged prudent that all the 
patriotic members of the chamber 
stiling itself tbe No_bles, should quit 
it at once ; and in consequence of this 
arrangement, they drew ofT by degrees, 
always leaving' some, as well to 
reason the case, as to· watch the _sus
pected. In a little time the numbers 
increased from forty-five to eighty, 
ami soon after to a greater number ; 
which, wi~h the . majority of the 
dergy, and the whole of the national 
reprcsentati\·es, p,ut the malcontents 
in a \·cry diminutin~ condition. 

The King, wh,,, \·cry different from 
the general class called by that name, 
is a man of a good heart, showed 
himsdf disposed to recommend a 
union of the three chambers, on the 
J.:"rouncl the N"ati<'nal Assembly had 
iaken ; but the malcontents e·xerted 
themselves to pre\·ent it, and began 
nnw to have another proj,~ct in Yiew. 
Their numbers consisted of a majo
rit \' of the aristocratical chamber and 
a ;ninority of the clerical chamber, 
chiefly of bishops and high-beneficed 
dergy; and these men were deter
mined to put e\·erything to issue, as 
well by strength as by stratagem. 
Th,·y had Ill) ,,bject iLm to a ,,,nstitu
ti,m; hut it must he such a one as 
themseln~s should dictate, ami suited 
to their own \·iews and particular 
situations. On the ''ther hand, the 
I'\ation disowned knowing anything 
,,f them hut as cit iz,•ns, and was 
ddermined ll> shut out all such up
start pretcnsi,ms. The nwr,· arist,>
cracy appcaretl, the more it was 
<kspised ; there \\·as a \·i~ihle im
hc,·ility anti want of intellects in the 
maj,,rity, a "''rt of.Jc'l/c sru:< 'l'"'i. that 
while it a!Tected tL' be m,,re than 
eitizen, was less than man. It ),,sl 
g-r,>tmd fr,,m C<'n l cmpt m,,rc l han 
fr,,m hatred ; and was rat her jeered 
at as an ass, than dreatlcd as a lion. 

This is the general character of ans
tocracy, or \\·hat are called N" obles or 
Nobility, or rather No-ability, in all 
countries. 

The plan of the malcontents Cl,n
sisted now of two things ; either to 
deliberate and vote by chambers (or 
orders), more especially on all ques~ 
tions respecting a constitution (by 
which the aristocratical chamber . 
would ha\·e had a negatiYe on any 
article of the constitution); or, in.· 
case they could not accomplish this 

1 

object, to overthrow the National 

I 
Assembly entirely. 

To efrcct one or other of these ob
' jects they began to cultintte a friend-

ship with the desp,ltism they h:nl 
hitherto attempted to ri\·al, ami the 
Count D' Artois became their chief. 
The King (who has since declared 
himself decein~d intn their measure·,;) 
held, acCl>rding- to the old fc,rm, a 
Her/ of Juslt(·e, 'in \\·hich he accorded 
to the deliberation and \'llte par INc 
(by head) upon several subjects; but 
reserved the deliberation and vote 
upon all questions respecting a con
stitution tLl the three chambers st•pa
rately. This dedaration of the King 
was made against the ad\·ice ,,f l\1. 
l\' eckar, wlw now began to percei\·e 
that he w;ts g·rowing out of fashi,m at 
C<'Url, and I hat <IIH'ther ministl·r was 
in conlemplat i,,n. 

As the f,,rm ,,f sitting in separate 
chambers was yet apparently kept 
up, though essentially destroyed, the 
national representatives immediately 
after this declarati,,n of the king 
resorted to their own chambers to 
n>nsult <111 n protest against it ; and 
thL' minority of the chamber (calling 
itself the I'\'t,bles), wlw had joined the 
natit'nal ca11se, retired t<' a pri,·atc 
lw11se to c,,nsult in like manner. The 
mak,>ntents had by this time Ct'n
certed their measur~·s \\·ith the n>url, 
\\·hich the l'<'Unt D':\1·tois under\''''" 
"' ,,,ndud ; and as thn· saw fr,,m the 
disc.mlc'nt which the ,·k,·I:trati,,n ,·x
citcd, and the ''PI'''siti,,n making· 
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against it, that they could not obtain 
a control over the intended constitu
tion by a separate \·ote, they prepared 
themseln~s for their final object-that 
of conspiring- against the National 
Assembly, and overthrowing it. 

The next morning the door of the 
chamber of the National Assemhh· 
was shut against them, and guardecl 
by troops ; and the members were 
refused admittance. On this they 
withdrew to a tennis-ground in the 
neighbourhood of Versailles, as the 
most con\·enient place they could find, 
and, after renewing their session, 
took an oath ne\·er to separate from 
each other, under anv circumstance 
whate\·er, death excepted, until the\" 
h:id established a constitution. As the 
experiment of shutting up. the house 
haJ no other effect than that of pro
ducing a closer connection in_ the 
rncrnbl.!rs, it \\·as op~n~d again thl! 
next day, and 1 he pu hi ic business re
CLlllllllenced in the usual place. 

\Ve arc now to have in \·iew the 
forming of I he new ministry, \\"hich 
was to accomplish the o\·erthrow of 
the National :\ssemhly. But as force 
would be necessary, onlcrs were issued 
to assemble thirty thousand trOt'ps, 
the command of which was given 
to Broglio, one of the new-intended 
ministry, who was recalled from the 
Cc>tlnlry f,,r this purpose. But as some 
n1anag-cn1cnt \\·as llCLcssary to keep 
this plan concealed till the moment it 
slwuld he n:aLh· for execution, it is 
to this policy 1 h~t a declaration made 
hv CLHllll f)'_\rtois must he atlrihull:d, 
a;1d \\·hich is here pmper to be intm
duced. 

It could llc't hut occur, \\·hile the 
makc,ntents c.mtinued tel resort t,, 
t h,~ir ,:hamh.:rs separate from the 
Nati,,nal Assembly, that more jealou;;y 
""''tdd he excited than if they mixed 
with it, and t hal the plc1t mig-ht he 
suspeLLed. But as tlwy had taken 
their !{l"ll\IIHI, and ll•H\" \\·anted a pre
tence for quitting- it·, it wa,; nec,•,;.;;;try 
that ,,ne shoulu be: de\·ised. This was 

effectually accomplished by a declara
tion made by the Count D'Artois: 
" That if they took not a part in the 
National Assembly, the life of the King 
would be endangered"; on which they 
quitted their chambers, and mixed 
with the Assembly, in one body. 

At the time this declaration was 
made, it was generally treated as a piece 
of absurdity in the Count D'Artois, 
and .calculated· merely to relieve the 
outstanding members of the two 
chambers from the diminutive situa
tion they were put in ; and if nothing 
more had followed, this conclusion 
would have been good. But as things 
best explain themselves by their 
e\·cnls, this apparent union was 
only a co\·er to the machinations 
which were secretly going on ; ami 
the declaration accommodated itsdf 
to answe1· that purpos.:. In a little 
time the National As~embly found 
itself surrounded by troops, and them· 
sands more were daily arriving. On 
this a \·cry strong declaration wa~; 
made by the National Assembly to the 
King, remonstrating on the. impn'
pricty of the measure, and demanding 
the reason. The King, who was not 
in the secret of this business, as him
self afterwards declared, ga\·e substan
tially for answer, that he had no other 
object in view than to presen·e the 
public tranquillity, which appeared to 
he much disturh.:d. 

But in a fc•w days fn,m this time 
the plot unra\·ellcLI itself. l\L Neckar 

1 
and the mi1~istry wer_e displaccL~, ami. 
a new one il'rmed ol the enemies ''' 
the revolutic'l1 ; and Broglio, with 
between twentv-li\·c and thirtY thou
sand for.:ign t;-,,,,ps, was arri\·ed t<' 
support them. The mask was IWW 

thrown ,,If, and matters \\·cr.: cc1me l<' 
a cns1s. The e\·c•nt \\·as that in a 
,.:pace of three days the new ministry 
and their abett,,rs fcntnd it pn1denl t.c' 
lly the nat i,,n; the Bastille was taken, 
and Hr,,g(i,, and his r,)J·c·ign trO('('S 
di,..persc'd, as is already related in the 
('L)I"IllCI" part l)(' this \\'L)rk. 
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Thc:re are S<1me curious circum- J founding themseh·es on their own 
stances in the history of this sh0rt- authority, or on the absurditr of 
li1·ed ministry, ami this short-lived hereditary succession. It is· the 
attempt at a counter - re1·olution. faculty of the human mind to become 
The Palace of Versailles, where what it contemplates, and to act in 
the C,mrt was sitting, was not more unison with its object. · 
than four hundred yards distant from The conspiracy being thus dis
the hall where the National Assembly persed, one of the first works of the 
was s1tl111g. The t_wo places were at National Assembly, instead of vindic
this moment like the separate head- ti1·e proclamations, as has been the 
quarters of two combatant armies; case with other governments, was to 
yet the Court was as perfectly ignorant publish a declaration of the Rights of 
of the information which had arrived Man, as the basis on which the new 
from Paris to the N a tiona! Assembly, constitution was to be built, and which 
as if it had resided at a hundred is here subjoined : 
rniles distance. The then 1\Iarquis de 
Ia Fayette, who (as has been already 
mentioned) was ch,1sen to preside in 
the National Assembly on this par
ticular occasion, named by order of 
the Assembly thn!e successi1·e depu
tations to the King, on the day and 
up t,1 the evening on which the Bas
till., \\"as taken, to inf<'rm and confe1· 

DECL\RATION 
OF TilE 

RIGHTS OF !\IAN AND OF 

CITIZE.t\'S, 
nY TilE NATIO:'\A!. ASSEMBLY OF 

FRANCE. 

with him on the state o: affairs ; but "The representati1·es of the people 
the ministry, who knew not s,, much of France, formed into a National 
a~ that it was attacked, precluded all Assembly, considering- that ignorance, 
communication, and were SL1lacing neglect, or contempt of human rights, 

'· th,•tnsdves how dextenn1sh· they had arc the S<1lc causes of public misfor
succc,•dcd; but in a few ·hou1~s the tunes and corrupti,,nsof(.~,,\·ernment, 
accounts arri,·etl "'' thick ami fast ha,·c resolved t,, sd f,,rth in a solemn 
that the\· had to start fmm thL•ir desks declaration, these natural, imprescrip
and rut;. s,,me set ofT in one dis- tihlc, ·and inalienable rights; that this 
g-uise, and some in another, and nunc declarati<ln being constantly present 
in their own character. Their anxict\· to the minds of the members of the 
nnw \\"as 1<1 ,,utridc the ne\\"s, le;t btldy social, they may he f,,re,·er kept 
they ,hould be stnpped, which, tlwug-h attenti1·e to thL•ir rig·hts ami their 
it Oc\\" fast, Hew 1wt Sl1 fast as th,•m- duties; that the acts of the le!!"isla
"ch ,,s. t i,·e and executi1·c powers of K<;l·crn-

lt is Wurth relating that the Ka- men!, being- capabk• ,,f being every 
ti,•nal .\sscmbly neither pursued till'S'' I moment C<'mpal·ed \\"ith the end of 
fug-it i 1·e conspirat,,rs, nor t,,,,k any 1 political inslitut ions, may be more 
IIlli icc• L'f them, twr soug·ht tl' ret a- / rcspecteu ; and also, that the future 
liate in any shape whate\·el". Occu- i claims of the citizens, being directed 
pi<!d with establishing- a constitutiun . by simple ami inc,,ntestablc principles, 
f,,undcd on the Rights of Man and 1 may ah1·ays tend to the mainh:nancc 
th~: Autlwrity 0f the People, the only of the constiluti,,n, and the general 
auth,,rity nn 11·hicl1 g<J\·crnnwnt has hap(liness. 
a ri~ht tn exist in any Clllllltry, the "For these rcas(lttS the Nati,,n.J( 
?\'ati<ltlal "\sscmbly felt thlne nf tlwse .\sscmhly d,Jth rel"<'g"nisc attd declare, 
lll<'illl pa_ss!<1nS 1\"!ti.:h mat·k the char- I in the pr,•setKe ,.r the_ s_upr,·mc. Bcittg-, 
adcr ot llll(lertment governments, ' and \nth the hope ul Ius blessmg- auv 
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favour, the following sacret( rights of 
men and or citizens : . 

" ' I. .·1/en are born, and aht~ays 
co11tinue, free and equal in respect of 
their rights. Civil distinclio11s, there
fore, mn be founded only on public 
utility. 

" ' I I. The end of all political asso
ciations is tl1e pn!seJ-Jllllon of the 
natural and imprescnptible n:!JMs of 
man; and these rz:[[hts are liberty, 
properly, security, ant! resistance of 
opprcsslim. 

" ' 11 I. Tlw nation is essentially the 
source of all S07Jereignty ; nor can ANY 

IXDIYIDUAL, or ANY IJODY OF MEN, bt' 
eiltitled to ai~JI au/lwrily ~uhidt is uot 
cxprcss~v dcrhlcdfrom it. 

"'IV. Political Liberty consists in 
the po11·er of doing- whatever docs 
not injure another. The exercise of 
the natural rig-hts of every man, has 
no other limits than those which arc 
necessary to secure to e1·ery other 
man the free exercise of the same 
rights ; and these limits are deter
minable only by the law. 

"' V. The law !Htght to prohibit 
onlv actions hurtful to society. \\-1iat 
is ;1ot pwhibited by the law should 
not be hindered ; nor siH.~ulu anyone I 
he c,1rnpellcd. Ill that wluch the law 

1 docs twt rcqtu rc. 
"'VI. The law is an expression of, 

,the will of the community. All ' 
citizens h;n·c a right to concur, either 
personally or by their rc-presentati1·cs, 
in its formation. It sh,mld be the 
same to all, whether it protects or 
punishes; and all being- equal in its 
sight, arc equally elig-ible to all 
honours, places, ami emph1yrnents, 
according to their uifTerent abilities, 
with,lut anv other distinction than 
that creat_;J by their 1·irtues and 
talents. 

" ' VI I. ~oman slwuld be accused, 
arrc-,;teu, or held in confinement~ 
except" in cases de•tcrmincd b1· the 
Ia w, ami according to the i·orms 
which it has prescribed. All wlw 
pronll>te, s,,Jicit, execute, or cause to I 

be executed, arbitrary orders, ought 
to be punished, and every citizen 
called upon, or apprehended by virtue 
of the law, ought immediately to 
obey, and renders himself culpable hy 
resistance. 

"'VIII. The law oug-ht to impose 
no other penalties but such as are 
absolutely and eyidently necessary; 
and no one ought to be punished, but 
tn virtue or a law promulgated before 
the offence, and legally applied. 

" ' IX. E1·ery man being presumed 
innocent till he has been convicted, 
whenever his detention becomes in
dispensable, all rigour to him, more 
than is necessary to secure his persl>n, 
oug-ht to be provided against by the 
law. 

" ' X. No man ought to be molested 
on account of his opinions, not even 
on account of his rcli"g1ims opinions, 
provided his a1·owal of them does not 
disturb the public order establishell 
by the law. 

"' XI. The unrestrained communi
cation of thoughts and opinions being 
one of the most precious rig-hts of 
man, e1·ery citizen may speak, write, 
ami publish freely, pro1·ided he i~ 
responsible felr the abuse of thi~ 
liberl"y, in cases determined by tlw 
Ia w. 

" •.X II. A public fL>rcc being neces· 
sary to gi1·c security to the rights ,,i 
men anu Of citizenS, that fL>n.;e is 
instituteu for the benefit of the 
community and not f,ll. the particular 
benefit of the pers,,ns to whom it i,o 
intrusted. 

·• ' X Ill. :\ common contribut i<>ll 
being- necessary for the support of tlh' 
public force•, and fl>r lkfraying th•' 
other expenses of government, it 
ought to he di1·ided equally among t h•' 
members 1>f the community, accl>nl· 
ing tL, their abilities. 

'' 'X IV. E1·ery cit izc-n has a rig-ht. 
either by himself or his represenlati\'C. 
to a free y,,ice in dekrmining t IJ,· 
necessity of public c,>ntributi;ms, th•' 
appr,>priation oi them, and tn.:1r 
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amount; 
duration. 

mode of assessment, and 1 The remaining articles, beginning 

"' XV. E\·cry community has a 
right to demand of all its agents an 
account of their conduct. 

"'XVI. E\·ery community in which 
a separation of powers and a security 
of rights is not pro\·idcd for, ·wants a 
constitution. 

" ' XVI I. The right to property 
being im·iolable and sacred, no one 
ought to be dcpri,•cd of it, except in 
cases of evident public .ucccssity, 
legally ascertained, and on condition 
of a pre\'ious just indemnity.'" 

OBSERVATIONS 
ON TilE 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

TuE first three articles comprehend in 
general terms the whole of a Declara
tion of I~ights ; all the .succeeding 
articles either originate from them or 
follow as elucidations. The 4th, 5th, 
and 6th dcline more particularly what 
i-; only g~nerally expressed in the 1st, 
2nd, and Jrd. 
' The 7th, 8th, 9th, IOth, anu I I th 
articl~s arc declaratory of prinriplt•s 
llpon which laws shit!! be c,1nstructcd, 
conl"lmnahlc tJJrt.~ltls already d~clar~d. 
But it is questioned by some \·cry 
~ood p~opl~ in France, as well as 
111 other C•'tmtrics, whether the 1oth 
article sunicicnth· g-uarantees the 
rig-ht it is intend~·,! to acc,,rd with ; 
hesides which it takes ,,tr fmm th~ 
~i,·ine dignity of religi,m, and weakens 
Its <'pcrali\·c r.,rce ttpllll the mind, t,, 
n1ake it a subject of human laws. It 
~l1cn presents itself to man like light 
Intercepted by a cloudy medium, in 
ll"hich the source of it is obscured , 
frc•1n his sight, anu he sees nothing 
l, rc,·.·rcnce in the dusky rity.' 

with the twelfth, arc substantially 
contained in the principles of the pre
ceding articles ; but in the particular 
situation in which France then was, 
having to undo what was wrong, as 
well as to set up what was right, it 
was proper to be more particular than 
what in another condition of things 
would be necessary. 

While the Declaration of Rights 
was before the National i\ssembly 
some of its members. remarked that if 
a declaration of rights were published 
it shoulu be accompanicu by a declara
tion of duties. The obsen·ation dis
covered a mind that reflected, and it 
only erred by not rcfi"ccting far 
enough. A declaration of rights is, 
by reciprocity, a declaration of uuties 
also. \>Vhaten~r is my right as a 
man is also the right of another; and 
it becomes my duty to guarantee as 
well as to pl1ssess. 

The first three articles arc the basis 
of Lib~rt\·, as well indi,·idual as 
national; 'nor can any country be 
called free wl]L)sC go,·ernment does 
not take its beginning fn1111 the prin
ciples they contain, and continue t,J 
prcscn·c them pure; anJ the \\·hole 

institution o( g'O\'Cfllln('lll WaS known in the 
world, there .. ~xisled, if I ntay Sll cxpr~..·~s it, 
a compacl bet ween God and ~I an, from till~ 
hPginning- of time; anLl that as the relati,.ln 
and condition whiLh man in his indh .. •idual 
pcr~on !-.lands in towarJs his ~Iaker, eanrllll 
h~ ch~ulKt'd, o•· anv-wa\'S aht.•r.:d hv an\' 
human ia \\'s ,,,. itum;\n aut hor·it ,.," th;~l 
•·eligi"'"s d~.·n,litlfl, whid1 is a parl. (lf thi~ 
Clllllp:u·l, l..'ann~Jl ~~.~ nnach as he n1;uh• a 
~uhjL'1.'l ~.._,f human laws i aud tla;at all laws 
llltl'··l Ctlllf't,rm th~.~lthL~h-~..·s ll...l this prin1· 
L'xisting- C.:l'lllpact, arHl lltll a..; ... unh~ ltl mak~ 
the ~.·ompaet n.,nll,rm 1~,.1 till' Ia\\'~, "hich, 
bl'sides lh•ing· human, :u·t• suh~t'ljlh'lll 
tlwrelt), The l"ir·-.t ad ~,.,(' man. wlwn Ill~ 
lo~.'kl'd anlund and sa\\" hirn-.;vlr a cn•atur~ 
whidt lw did Jll'l m:d.;.~,.•, and a Wl.lrld ft~r·-

r ThL'n.~ is a sing-It• idt~a. wlai(:h, ir it ni ... hl.·d fpr hi-.; n·n·llli,,n, nn~-ot ha\'l' bct•n 
!"-!lrik~.·s rig-htly uptl!l till~ mind, ~,.•itht.·r in a j dl.'\"Oti~,.,n, anJ d_t·n~ti_llll TIHht ,.,-~r.contirHil' 
le_:;-•1 or a rcliginus s~.·nse, will (11't'\"t•nt any I s:_u·n~d hl ~·\"t'f".Y llhll\ h.lua\ man, tts :tat/N'",r-~: 
m·~l":, er any body ,,f llll'll, 01· any ~tl\'er;:.. i ngh~ /•J l:tn~,· :u~d ~t'~·,·nlllll'".'~ ~Ill lllbch:~·l 
llh·nt, from g"L'ing- \\Tllllg" nn the subje~.·L of I hy. llllt'l.fenng-. · .·1 ut/wl' . .. II Ius nolt~ IS 

Religion; wllicll is, thal bcfo'''' nny hum:.n omalt~d Hl many llltJth·rn L"dilhlns.--11. H. B.] 
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of the Declaration of Rights is of 
more \·alue t,, the \\'''rid, and will do 
more good, than all the laws and 
statutes that ha\·e yet been promul
gated. 

others had been silent. Their cry 
now is, " It has g-one too far "-that 
is, it has gone too far for them. It 
stares corruption in the face, and the 
venal tribe are all alarmed. Their 
fear discovers itself in their outrage, 
and they arc but publishing the 
groans of a wounded vice. But from 
such opposition the French re\·olu
tion, instead of suffering, recei\·es an 
homage. The more it is struck the 
more sparks it will emit ; and the 
fenr is it will not be struck enough. 
It has nothing to dread from attacks: 
Truth has gi\·en it an establishment, 
and Time will record it with a name 
as lasting as his own. 

In the declaraton· exordium which 
prdaccs the Declar;{tion of Rights we 
sec the solemn and majestic spectacle 
of a nation opening its commission, 
under the auspices of its Creator, to 
establish a go\·crnment, a scene SCI 

new, and so transcendently unequalled 
by anything in the European world, 
that the name of a revolution is dimi
nutive of its character, and it rises 
into a regeneration of man. \Vhat 
arc the present governments of 
Europe but a scene of iniquity and 
oppression? \Vhat is that of Eng
land? Do not its own inhabitants 
say it is a market \\·here every man 
has his price, and where c,,rruption 
is c0mmon traffic at the expence of a 
deluded people? No wonder, then, 
that the French re\·olution is tra
duced. Had it confined itself merely 
to the destruction of nagrant despot
isn perhaps l\lr. Bmkc and some 

1-la\·ing now traced the prog·ress of 
the French re\·olution through most 
of its principal stages, from its com
mencement t,, the taking of the Bas
tille, and its establishment by the 
Declaration of Rights, I will close the 
subject with the energetic ap0slrophe 
of l\I. de Ia Favelle---:l!av th/s !(real 
1JWIIIIIIIC111, nu:w·~/ tv Libcr~v. sen•;. as a 

1 lesson to the oppressor, and an example 
! tv the oppressed.''· 

MISCELLAl\'EOUS CHAPTER. 

To pre\'cnt interrupting the argument 
in the preceding part of this work, or 
the narrati\·e that folknvs it, I resen·ed 
s,Jmc obsen·at ions t'' be tltn>wn to
g-et!JL•r in a miscdlane,Hts chapter ; 
hy which \·ari.:ty might lll1t be cen
sured f,,r nmfu.~ion. nl r. Burke's 
h,l,,k i,; a/! mi,;ccllany. His int?nti<'n 1 

was tc' make an attack ,,n the I• rench 
ren>luticlll ; but instead of pr,,cccding- I 
with ;111 <'rtkrly arrangement, he I 
ha,; ~t,,rmed it \\'ith a m0b ,,f ideas . 

tumbling o\·er and destwying cne 
another. 

But this confusion and contradic
tion in 1\lr. Burke's ht10k is easily 
accountcJ for. \\'hen a man in a 
wrong cause attempts to steer hi,; 
course by anvthin•r else than sc,nlc' 
polar truth or. prinJpic, he is sure ll'. 
be h1st. It is bt•ytmd the Ct'mpass ,,1 
his capacity Lo k.ccp alt the parls ,,f 
an argurncnt h'g"l!lhL·r, and n1ak..: 
them unite in t111C issue, by any other 
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means than having this guide always 
in view. Neither memorv nor in\·en
tiOI) will supply the want· of it. The 
former fails him, and the latter betrays 
him. 

Notwithstanding the nonsense, for 
it desc1Tes no better name, that iii r. 
Burke has asserted about hereditary , 
rights and hereditary succession, and 
that a nation has not a rig-ht to form 
a go,·ernmcnt of itself; it happened 
to fall in his way to give some account 
of what go\·ernment is. " Grn•cni-
111<'111," says he, 11 is a conlrh•ancc o.f 
human ~u1:wlom." 

11!1!;·1i lwvc n RIGHT that their WANTS 

slwu/d be pro·uidcdfor by this 7oi"sdom." 
Having thus made proclamation, he 
next proceeds to explain to them what 
their 7oants are, and also what their 
n:g-Ms are. In this he has succeeded 
dcxterout;ly, for he makes their wants 
to· be a want of wisdom; but as this 
is cold comfort, he then informs 
them, that they ha\'c a n'gh/-not to 
any of the wisdom, but to be gO\·erncd 
by it ; and in order to impress them 
with a solemn re\'erence for this 
monopoly-government of wisdom, and 
of its \'ast capacity for all purposes, 
possible or impossible, right or 
wrong, he proceeds with astrological 
mysterious importance, to tell to them 
its powers in these words : 11 The 
rights of men in go\·ernment arc their 
ach·antagcs ; and these are often 
in balance bet ween clifferem:cs of 
good ; and in comp,omises some
times between good and n•//, ami 
sometimes between c<•il ami <"<•if. 
Political reason is a computing prin
ciple; adding-~suhtracting--multiply
ing-and dividing, morally and not 
metaphysically or mathematically, true 
moral denominations. "• 

Admitting that go\·crnment is a 
contrivance of human 7oisdom, it must 
necessarily follow, that hereditary suc
cession, and hereditary rights (as they 
arc called), can make no part of 
it, because it is impossible to make 
wisdom hcrcditarv ; ami on the other 
hand, /fiat cannot be a wise contri
vance, which in its 11pcration may 
c,,mmit the go\·ernment of a nation 
to the wisdom of an idiot. The 
ground which Mr. Burke now takes 
is fatal to e\·cry part of his· cause. 

' The argument changes fwm here
ditary rights to hereditary wisdom ; 
and the questi,,n is, \Vho is the wisest 
man? He must now slww that even· 
one in the line of hereditary successil,;l 
was a Solomon, or his 'title is not 
J::"<'Od to be a king. \\'hat a stroke 
has Mr. Burke now made! To usc a 
~ailor's phrase, he has .m•abbl'd //1{' 
tkd.·, and scarcely left a name legible 
in the list <'f kings; and he has 
nwwed down and thinned the I louse 

. nf Peers, with a scythe as [,,rmidable 
as Deal h and Time. 

Jlut l\Tr. Burke appears to ha\·e 
h<'cll a ware of l his retort ; and he 
has taken care to guard against it, by 
111aki11g gon~rnment to he not only a 
r·tJn/ri<•ancc of human wisdom, but a 
"lonopo~l' of ,,·isd,,m. He puts the 
nat i<'ll as fn,,ls 11n one side, and place~ 
h,~ ~'"·ernmc'nl ,,(' wis.J,,m, all \Yi~c 
•n,·n' ,,f (;,,th:un, <Hl th.: <'I her side; 
:uul he then pn,,·(aims and says 1 hat 

As the ,,·ondcring audi<'lll'e, ,,·hom 
Mr. Burke supposes himself talking 
to, mav not understand all this learned 

, jargon·, I will undl'rtake tn be its 
I interpreter. The meaning, then, good 
1 people, of all this, is, Tlwt ,t;tl'i.'<'l'lllll<'lll 

1:1' gtn•t'riii'd ~I' no prinnpk ~i·lltllt'"1'l'r; 
!hal it can mak,· <'<.'if .::••od, or ,!{O(!(/ n•il, 

'.Jitsl as it p!t•ast·.,·. In sh.>rl, tlwlgo<•o·u-
1 /1/l'III z:,· arbi!nuy po-.;.··o·. 

But there arc some 1 hings which 
:\I r. Burke has f,,rg<'tt,·n. Firs/, he 
has not slwwn wh<'rc the ,,·isdorn 
l'riginally came fn,m ; anil sccmu/~1', 
he has not shown hv what autlwrit ,. 
it llrst began h' act.. In the manner 
he introducl's the matter, it is citiH.'r 

1 This w~..)rd j.., u-,u:alh· wrillt'll "dt'rnnn
..,rr:ll itllls." :tnd I am in~lvhlt•d l\l :\I r. :\[ tlll-

1 L'lll"t' J), l\ltlway (lll" Jltlillling· t.'ll( IIJis t"ITt.'l" 
[L' mL'. Hurkl· \\Tt.Ht.• •· dc.'IHlminalit.,ll!'i ... -
ll. B. B. 
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go,·ernment stealing wisdom; · or cannot be made ignorant. The mind, 
wisdom stealing government. It is in discovering truth, acts in the same 
without an origin, and its powers manner as it acts through the eye in 
without authority. In short, it is discO\·ering objects; when once any 
usurpation. object has been seen, it is impossible 

\Vhether it be from a sense of to put the mind hack to the same con
shame, or from a consciousness of clition it was in before it saw it. 
some radical defect in a 'go\'crnment Those who talk of a countcr-revolu
necessary to be kept out of sight, or tion in France, show how little they 
from both, or from any other cause, understand of man. There docs not 
I umlertake not to determine, but so exist in the compass of language an 
it is, that a monarclucal reasoner mTange·rnent of words to express so 
never traces government to its source, much as the means of eA.ccting a 
or from its source. It is one of the countcr-re,·olution. The means must 
shibbole/11.\' by which he may be known. .be an obliteration of knowledge ; and 
A thousand years hence, those who it has never yet been discovered how 
shall li\·c in America or France, will to make man unknmo his knowledge, 
look back with contemplative pride or unthink his thoughts. 
on the origin of their government, l\lr. Burke is labouring in vain to 
atid say, This ~oas the ~oork of our stop the progress of knowledge; and 
gloni>11s ancestors.' But what can a it comes with the \\·orsc grace from 
monarchical talker sa\·? \Vhat has him, as there is a certain transaction 
he to exult in? Alas ! he has nothing. known in the city which renders him 
A certain something· forbids him to , suspected of being a pensioner in a 
look back to a hq.;inning, lest some j fictitious name. This may account 
r?bbcr, or some Robin Ho_od, sho.ul<J I for some . stra_nge d,)ctrin.e he has 
nsc from the long obscunty of tunc 1 ad,·anced 111 hts book, whtch q10ugh 
and say, I am 1/ic oriJ[in. Hard as he points it at the Rc,·olution·Socicty, 
Mr. Burke laboured at the Regency is effectually directed against th~ 
bill and hereditarv succession two whole nation. 
years ago, and mu~h as he di\·cd for "The King of England," says he, 
precedents, he still had not boldness "holds /u:~ crown" (for it docs fwt 
enough to bring up \Villiam of Nor- helLmg to the nation, according to :'llr. 
mandy, and say, Tlu·rc z:~ the l1ctul f!(, Burke) "in contempt of the choice of 
the list, tlu·rc is tl1eji111ntain f!(lwnour; the Re,·olution Society,· who have not 
the son of a prL)St itutc and the plun- a single vote for a King among them 
derer of the English natim1. either ,·lllli7•l'dllal(v or colli·dh•c~l'; and 

The opinions of men with respect 
1 

his l\lajcsty's hL•irs each in their time 
to govcrnm~nt arc changing fast in and order, will come to the Crown 
all countries. The rcnJlutions of ~(•it!t tile sl/1111' contempt of their choice 
America and France ha\·l! thrown a· with which his :'llaj<!sty has succeeded 
beam of light Ln·cr ~he world, which to that which he now wears." 
reaches i1;to man. The enormous :\s to who is King in Englaml or 
ex pence of gln·ernmcnls has pnn·oked , cls~where, or whether there is any 
people to think, by making them feel; I King at all, or whe~h:r the people 
and when once the veil begins to rend, 1 chL)LlSc a Ch~rokee chtd, or a llesstan 
it admits not of repair. 'Ignorance is hussar for a King, it is flL)t a matter 
of a peculiar nature: once dispelled, that I trouble myse~f ab,)ut, be that ll' 
it is impossible to r<•-establi>.h it. It thcmseh·cs; but \nth respect to the 
is nut nri•rinalh· a thinu· L'f itself, hut lh)L'trine, so far as it r.:latl'S to the 
is nnly thS ahSl."~ll"l. ... nf k~o\\·ledg-L' ; a11d r·igl1ts or n1cn and nations, it is as 
though man may b<.! /.:ept ig1wr;wt, he abominabk as anything e\·er uttered 
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in the mos't cnsla1·ed country under 
h~a1·en. \Vhethcr it sounds worse to 
my car, by not being accustomed to 
hear such despotism, than what it 
docs to the car of another person, I 
am not so well a judge of; but of its 
abominable principle I am at no loss to 
judge. 

It is not the Rc1·olution Society that 
Mr. Burke means; it is the nation, as 
well in its original as in its rcprcsenta
tbe character ; and he has taken care 
\0 make himself understood, by saying 
that thev have not a 1·ote either collcc
ti;•c(v or-indi·v/dually. The Rc1·olution 
Society is composed of citizens of all 
denominations, and of members of 
h,1th the Houses of Parliament ; and 
cnnscquently, if there is not a right 
to a 1·ote in anv of the characters, 
there can be no ~ight to any either in 
the nation or in its parliament. This 
(111g-ht to be a caution to e1·cry country 
lwll" it impo1·ts • foreig-n families to be 
King-s. It is somewhat curious to 
•)hsern~. that although the people of 
Eng-land han! hcen in the habit of 
talking- about King-s, it is always a 
f,,rcig-n house of Kings, hating 
f,lreiKners yet go,·crnccl by them. It 
is 11\111' the House of Brunswick, one 
of the petty tribes of Germany. 

It has hitherto been the practice of 
the English Parliaments to regulate 
what was called the succession (taking
it Jnr granted that the nati,,n then 
continued to acc,,rd to the fnrrn of 
:111n~xing- a monarchical branch to its 
hO\'l!fllmc'llt ; f11r Without this the par
h<llllell( could 1wt ha1·e had authorit ,. 
''' hn·e sent either to H,,llancl or to 
ll~tnover, or to impose a King ll(1<111 
the nation against its will). And this 
must. be the utnwst limit t,, which 
parliament can g,, upL111 the case; hut 
the right of the _nati11n g11es t,) the 
~l'hule case, bec:tuse it has the rig-ht ,,f I 
changing its 7i'hok form or g~;,·ern- I 

' In some of Lhc nhldcm <.•ditinn...; '"how t~o.l 
iniJhll't '! is llll' some..·what ar.:lu!-.ing· I"L•ading-
11!1' th~o.~ original u hc.lW it impl'rts. "--1 [. B. ll. 

ment. The right of a parliament is 
only a right in trust, a right by dele
gation, and that but from a very small 
part of the nation ; and one of its 
Houses has not even this. But the 
right of the nation is an original right, 
as uni1·ersal as taxation. The nation 
is the paymaster of everything, and 
everything must conform to its general 
will. 

I remember taking notice of a 
speech in what is called the English 
House of Peers, by the then Ear~ of 
Shelburne, and I think it was at the 
time he was Minister, which is applic
able to this case. I do not directlv 
charge my mem,Jry with every parti
cular; but the, words and the purp,Kt, 
as nearly as I remember, were these, 
Tlwt the form of a gm•rrnmcnt 7i'll~· 
a mailer 7olwlll• at the 7i•i11 of the 
nation at all ti;ncs, that il it cl10sc a 
monarclui·al form, it luui a n:f;lll to 
lun•c it so; and t/ it a(tt'l"ii'llrds chose 
to be a rcpublir, i't luui a n:t;:llt to be a 
njmblic, and to st~J' to a A-inJ:-, " lie 
lun•c no longer. any occasion for ~1'011." 

\Vhen Mr. Burke sm·s that "his 
l\Iajesty's heirs and suc'cessors, each 
in their time and onler, will come to 
the crown with the same contempt of 
their choice with which his Majesty 
has succeeded t,, that he Wl'ars," it is 
saying too much e1·en to the humblest 
imlivi4ual in the country, part of 
'whose daily lab,,ur goes t''"·ards 
m:tking- up the million sterling· a-year, 
11·hicl1 the Cl'untry gi1·cs the P''rs,,n it 
stiles a King·. (i,H'ernmcnt with 
ins,,(ence is dcsp,,tism; but when 
c0ntempt b added it becomes worse·; 
ami to pay f,,r contempt is the excess 
of shll·ery. This sp,·ci,•s of gon~rn
ment l'l'mes fr,,m liennan1·; and 
r,·minds me ,~r 11·hat ,,n,~ - ,,f the 
Brunswick s,,(dicrs t,,ld me, 11·1111 11·as 
taken pris,mcr by the :\mericans in 
t he• late 11·ar: ":\h ! " said he•, 
":\meric-a is a fine f1·ee Cl'Ulltry, it is 
IH1rlh the J'L'L'ple's lighting (,,1-; I 
kll<HI' the dilrL'rL·nce hy krwwing my 
l111'11: in my Cl'Untry, if the princl! 
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says, eat straw, we eat straw." God say respecting it, it is possible that 
help that country, thought I, be it the people of France may learn some
England or elsewhere, whose liberties thing from 1\lr. Burke's book, and that 
arc to be protected by German prin- the people of I;:ngland may also learn 
ciplcs of go\·crnmcnt, and Princes of something from the answers it will 
Brunswick! occasion. \Vhen nations fall oul about 

As Mr. Burke sometimes speaks of freedom, a wi.dc field of debate .is 
England, sometimes of France, and opened. The argument commence~ 
sometimes of the world, and of with the rights of war, without it" 
government in general, it is difficult c\"ils ; and as knowledge is the object 
to answer his book without apparently contended for, the party that sustains 
meeting him on the same ground. the defeat obtains the prize. 
Although principles of government Mr. Burke talks about what h~ 
are general subjects, it is next to calls an hereditary crown, as if. it 
impossible, in many cases, to sepa- were some production of Nature ; or 
rate them from the idea of place and : as if, like time, it had a power to 
circumstance, and the more so when ~· operate, not only independently, but 
circumstances arc put for arguments, in spite of man ; or as if it were a 
which is frequently the case with thing or a subject uni,·ersally con
l\1 r. Burke. sen ted to. Alas ! it has none of 

·In the former part of his book, those properties, but is the reverse of 
addressing- himself to the people of them all. It is a thing in imag-ina
France, he says: ·'No experience has tion, the propriety of which is mNe 
taught us (meaning the English), than doubted, and the legality of 
that in anv other c,,urse or method which in a few years will be dcni,,d. 
than that of a licrcdifarv CrO'ii'll, can But, to arrange this matter in a 
our liberties be regular!); perpetuated clearer \·iew than what general 
and prescn·ed sacred as our hereditary expression can n,m·ey, it will he 
n,i;ht." I asked l\fr. Burke, \Vho is necessary to stale the distinct heads 
to take them away? !Vl. de Ia under ... ~·hich (what is called) an 
Fayette, in speaking t0 France, says : hereditary crnwn, or more pwpc'rly 
"For a nation to be free, it is suffi- speaking, an hereditary succession h' 
cient that she wills it." llut 1\-lr. the gO\:crnmcnt of a nation, can he 
Burke represents England as wanting considered ; which arc, 
capacity to take care of itself, and First, the right of a particular 
that its liberties must be taken care Family to establish itself. 
<'f bv a King lwlding it in "con- Secondly, the right of a Nation t'' 
temp.t." If l~ngland is sunk to this, cstabli.~h a particular Family. 
it is preparing itself to eat straw, as \'\.ith respect to the )irs/ of lhc'Sc' 
in llanm·er, ,,r in Brunswick. But . heads, that of a Family estahlishing
hcside:; the f,,Jh· of the declaration, it ~ itself \\·ith hereditary powers on it.·. 
happens that the facts arc all against 1 own autlwrity, aml_independcnt of tl~c' 
l\lr. Burke. It was by the g,n·ern- consent of a natwn, all men \nil 
ment be/n.~·lllrediltii:J>, that the liher- ~ concur in calling i.t despotisn.l, and it 
tics of the pe,,plc' were endangered. would he trespass1ng <1n then: und<'r
Charlc•s I. and J;uncs II. arc instances standing to attempt,,, proYe 1t. 
of this truth; vet neither of them But the scn111d head, that of a 
went so far as t.o lwld the nati,Hl in r\ation establishing a particular 
conkmpt. Family ,,·it h lu·rNiiltoy j>m;·crs, does 

:\sit is s,mletirncs of ath·anlagc ''' lll1l prc·sc·nl itsc'lf as dcS(10tism on the· 
the pe,,ple of one country ''' hear first rdlccti•Hl; hut if men will )JL'nni• 
what those ,,r llthcr countries h;l\·e to a second reOccLinn tl' take place, '"·ct 



carry that reflection forward but one 
rcn!O\'e out of their own persons to 
that of their offspring, they will then 
sec that hereditary succession becomes 
in its consequences the same despotism 
to others, which they reprobated for 
thcmseh·es. It operates to preclude 
the consent of the succeeding genera
ti,ms ; and the preclusion of consent 
i, despotism. \Vhcn the person who 
at any time shall be- in possession of 
a go,·ei·nment, or those who stand in 
••1ccession to him, _shall say to a 
uation, I hold this power in "con
tc:mpt" of you, it signifies not on 
what authority he pretends to say it. 
It is no relief, but an aggra,·ation to 
a person in slavery, to reflect that he 
was sold by his parent ; and as that 
which heightens the criminality of an 
act cannot be produced to pro,-c the 
legality of it, hereditary succession 
cannot be established as a legal thing. 

In order to a1-ri\'e at a more perfect 
o.l~cision on this head, it will be 
proper to consider the generation 
which undertakes to establish a 
family \\·ith lu·rcditmy pml'l'rs, apart 
and separate from the o·enerat ions 
11 hid1 arc to follow ; a~d also to 
wnsitler the character in which the 
./irJt generation acts with respect to 
"'ULLL"cding- g~ncratillllS. 

is out of· the question with respect to 
the .first generation, we ha\'e now to 
consider the character in which that 
generation acts with respect to the 
commencing generation, and to all 
succeeding ones. 

It assumes a character, to which it 
has neither right nor title. It changes 
a Lt.:i,ris!ator to a Testator, and affects 
to make its \Viii, which is to ha,·e 
operation. after the demise of the 
makers, to bequeath the goYernment: 
and it not only attempts to bequeath, 
but to establish on the succeeding 
generation, a new and different form 
of government under which itself 
lived. Itself, as already obsen·ed, 
Ji,·ed not under a he1·editary go\·ern
ment, but under a government of its 
own choice and establishment ; and 
it now attempts, by Yirtue of a \\'ill 
and testament (and which it has not 
authority to make), to take from 
the commencing generation, and all 
future ones, the rights and free 
agency hy which itself acted. 

But, exclusi1·e of the right which 
any g·eneration has to act collecti1·cly 
as a testator, the objects hl 1\·hich it 
applies itself in this case, are not 
within the compass c1f any law, or l'f 
an\' will ,,r testament. 

the rights of men in society, arc 
neither de1·isable or transferable, 1wr 
annihilable, but are descendable onh·, 
and it is not in the J'l'wer of ai;)' 
g·eneration tc1 intercept finally, and 
cut off the uescent. If th" present 
g·cneration, or any othL'r. arl.! di~pl)~('d 

The generation which first selects a 
pcrs,,n, and puts him at the head of 
ih ~-o,·ernrne,Jt, either with the title i 

nf King, or any other tlistincti,,n, I 

al:ls l'~ll its O':i.'ll ~·l1oicc, be it \\·isc l'r ! 
f.,,,! ish, as a free agent f,,r itsdf_ The 
po.:rslln s,, set up is Ih't hcreditan·, 
but sekcted :ulll appointed ; allll tile 
'-:•·llerati,m who sets him up, docs not 
lii'e undc•r an hereditary g-cl\·emmcnt, 
h,Il undc•r a go1·ernment llf its lH\'n 
'hoice and establishment. \\'ere the 
J:,·neraticln who sets him up, and tlw 
person so set up, to li1·e (,,r e\·er, it 
lio.:l·er could hl'Cllllle hereditan· sue
. ,·,si,,n; and of l'l'ns,•quenc·c l;credi
!ar_,- ~ucc.:ssion can onh· r,,llow on till' 
d,·ath of the first partic:s. 

.\s, therefore, hereditary su..:..:es;,i,HI 

to he ,]a,·c·s, it docs Ill'! lessen the 
rig-ht of the StH.:CC\..•ding- g-cncralilHl h"'l 
be free. \\-r,,ng-s cannot han~ a 
legal descc•nt. \\'hen 1\lr. Bmke 
attempts Lll maintain that the Eng!J'sh 
1111/i;m did at lht' rt"<•olntion o/ -1688, 
most so/onnll' rt'Jttlllll<'l' and ;thdti·al<' 
tlu·ir ri<:itts iiw th,·ms,·h·,·.,·, and tiw all 

1 

their p~1.1krz'~t' for l''i.'cr, he sp~·aks a 
language that merits IH't reply, and 
Whi.:lJ Can l1n)y excite l'Llllt~lllJ't f11r 
his pr''"titulc principles, 11r pit 1 f,,r 
his ignoranc~. " 
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In whate\'er light hereditary succes
sion, as growing out of the will and 
testament of some fL1rmcr generation, 
presents itself, it is an absurdity. A 
cannot make a will to take from B the 
property of B, and g-i\·e it. to C; yet 
this is the manner in which (what is 
called) hereditary succession by law 
operates. A certain former genera
tion made a \viii to take away the 
rights of the commencing g'!ncration, 
and all future ones, and convey those 
rights to a third person, who ·after
wards comes forwa~d, and tells them, 
in Mr. Burke's language, that they 
ha\·e no n:t;ltls, that their rights are 
already bequeathed to him and that 
he will go\·ern in contempt of them. 
From such principles, and such 
ignorance, Good Lord deli\·er the 
world! 

But, after all, what is the metaphor 
called a crown, or rather what is 
monarchy? Is it a thing, or is it a 
name, or is it a fraud? Is it a "con
tri\·ance of human wisdom," or of 
human craft to obtain money from a 
nation under specious pretences? Is 
it a thing- nccessa•·y to a nation? If! 
it is, in what docs that necessity i 
consist, \\·hal sen•ices does it perform, I 

what is its business, ami what arc its 
merits? Docs the virtue consist in , 
the metaplHlr, or in the man? Doth 
the g,Jidsmith that makes the crown, 
mak·e the virtue alsc1? J),,th it operate 
like Fortunatus's wishing-cap, or 
I ladequin's \\·,,odcn S\\·onl !-' Ik,th 
it make a man a conjurer? In fine, 
what is it? It appears t,l be a some
thing gl1ing much LlUt of fashion, fall
ing in1<1 ridicule; and rejected in som..: 
coillltrics both as unn..:ccssan· ami 
cxpcnsi\·c. In AmL•rica it i; con
sid..:rc•l as an absurdity; :lnd in France 
it has so far dec'lined, that the good- ' 
ness ,,f the man, and th..: rcsp..:ct f,,r 
his pcrsonal characlcr, are the only 
thing·,., that prese1T..: the appearance 
of il s cxistencc. 

If g<H'c•rnment bc what :\[r. Burke 
describ..:s it," a contri\·ance nf human 

wisdom,'' I might ask him, if wisdom 
was at such a low ebb in Eng-land, 
that it was become necessary h' 
import it from Holland and from 
Hano\'er? But I will do the countr\' 
the justice to say, that was not th~ 
case; and e\·cn if it was, it mistook 
the cargo. The wisdom of c\·ery 
country, when properly exerted, i-; 
sufficient for all its purposes; and 
there could exist no 1ilore real occa
sion in England to ha\·e sent for a 
Dutch stadtholder, or a German 
elector, than there was in America to 
ha\'e done a similar thing. If a 
country docs not understand its own 
aflairs, how is a foreigner to under
stand them, who kncnvs neither its 
laws, its m:umcrs, nor its language? 
If there cxist..:d a man so transcen
dently wise abo\'e all others, that hi,; 
wisdom was ncce,;sary to instruct a 
nation, some reason might be ofTerecl 
for monarchy ; but when we cast our 
..:yes about a country, and obscrYc 
how en~ry part understands its ll\\'n 
afl.airs ; anu when we look ar{luml 
the world, ami sec that of all men in 
it, the race of kings arc the lllc'Sl 
insignificant in capacity, llUr rcas'''l 
cannot fail to ask us--\Vhatare tlws,• 
men kept for? 

If ther..: is anything in monarL·hy 
which we people of America do Ill'l 

understand, I wish l\I r. Burke wouhl 
be scl kind as to inform us. I sec in 
;\me1·ica, a g'Ll\'ernmcnt extending· 
o\·er a country ten tirn~s as larg-e a-.. 
England, and conducted with rcgn
larity, f,,r a fortieth part,,f the cxpenc,· 
\\·hich gn\·..:rnmcnt costa in England .. 
If l ask a man in :\m..:rica if he want~ 
a King·, h..: rct,,rts, and asks me if I 
lake him fnr an idi,,t? HLlW is it 
that this ditfcrence happens? arc w,· 
more Llr less wise than Lllh..:rs? I SL'L' 
in America the generality of pe,,pk 
li,·ing· in a stile of plenty unknown in 
monarchical cnuntrics; and I sec that 
the principle· ,,fits g,n·enunent, whi,·h 
is that ,,r the r'tJIIIII Ntj{hls '!l .1/an, i, 
making a rapid progress in the world. 



RIGHTS OF ;!fAN. 

score of ci\·il government, the subject 
necessarily extends itself to the 
monarchical part. 

\Vhen the people of England sent 

If monarchy is a usdess thing-, why [ 
is it kept up anywhere? _and if_ a 

1 

n<!cessary thing, 'how can 1t be dis
pensed with ? That civil gm;crnmcnl , 
is necessary, all civilized nations will 
agree: but civil government is rcpub
lkan g·overnment. i\11 that part of 
the gO\·ernment of England which 
begins with the effice of constable, 
and proceeds through the department 
of magistrate, quarter-sessions, and 
g:encral assize, including trial by jury, 
is 'republican go\·crnmcnt. Nothing 
of monarchy appears in any part of it, 
except in the name which \Villiam tbc 
Conqueror imposed upon the English, 
that of obliging them to call him 
·• Their So\·ereign Lord the King." 

It is \:cry easy to concci\·c that a 
band of interested meA, such as place
men, pensioners, lo:-ds of the bed
chamber, lords of the kitchen, lords 
of the necessary-house, and the Lord 
knows what besides, can find as many 
reasons for monarchy as their salaries; 
paid at the expence of the country, 
alllllUnt to ; but if I ask the farmer, 
the manufacturer, the merchant, the 
tradesman, and down through all the 1 

l'~cupations of life to the common 
labourer, what service monarchy is tn 
him? he can gi,·c me no answ~r·. If 

for George the First, (and it would 
puzzle a wiser man than l\1 r. Burke 
to discoYer for what he CLmld be 
wanted, or what scn·icc he could 
render,) they ought at least to hm·e 
conditioned for the abandonment of 
Hanover. Besides the endless Ger
man intrigues that must follow from 
a German Elector being King of 
England, there is a natural impossi
bility of uniting in the same person 
the principles of freedom and the 

1 

principles of despotism, or as it is 
usually called in England arbitrary 
power. A German Elector is in his 
electorate a despot; how then could 
it be expected that he should be 
attached to principles of liberty 111 

one country while his interest 111 

another was to be supported by 

I ask him what monarcl1\' is, he belic\·es ' 
it is something like a si~1ecurc. 

Notwithstanding the taxes of 
England amount to almost seven
teen millions a-\·car, said to be for· 
the expcnccs of liLn-en1ment, it is still 
c\·iJcnt that the sense of the nation is 
lcfl to govern itself, and docs govern 
itself, by magistrates and juries, 
al!:wst at its own charge, Lln repub
lican principles, exclusi\·e of the 
cxpence of taxes. The salaries or the I 

judges arc aln1llst the only charu·c 
that is paid out,lf the re\·em;c. Cc:;,_ 
,idering that all the internal g,n·crn
mcnt is executed by the pe<'plc, the 
taxes of Eng-land ought t,, be the 
lig"htcst of any nati,'ll in Eun1pe ; 
instead of which, they arc the contran·. 
As this cannot be ~lCCL'llntcd on tl~c 

. despotism? The union cannot exist; 
' and it might easily ha\·e been foreseen 

that German electors would make 
German kings, or in 1\Ir. Burke's 
words, would assume government 
with "contempt." The English h;n·e 
been in the habit of· considering a 
King of England only in the charackr 
in which he appears to them; whereas 
the same person, while the nmnectiLm 
lasts, has a home-scat in anotlll'r 
c,mntry, the interest of which is 
difTcrc;1t to their own, and the princi
ples ,,f the go\·enuncn ts in opp,,si t ion 
to each other. To such a pers,,n 
England will appear as a t,,wn-resi
dence, ami the clcct,,ratc as the 
estate. The English may wish, as 
I belie\·e the\· dl', success t,, the 
principles of iibcrty in France, or in 
German\·; but a German Elec!Lll. 
t rembk~ f,,,. the fate ,,f desp<'t ism in 
his clect,,rale ; and the Dutch\· of 
!\Iecklcnburg, where the pr~s,•nt 
Qu~~n·s f:unily g"ll\"CTns, is under th~ 
same wretched stale llf arbitrary 
P<'Wer. and the pe,,ple 111 sl;n i,..h 
\·assalag~. 



There ne,·er was a· time when it 
becanw the English to watch conti
nental intrigues more cir..:umspectly 
than at the present moment, and to 
distinguish the politics of the electo
rate from the politics (Jf the nation. 
The re,·olution of France has entirely 
changed the ground with respe..:t to 
England and France, as nations; but 
the G..!rman despots, with Prussia at 
their head, are cvmbining against 
Libert v; and the fondness of Mr. Pitt 
for olTI..:e, ami the interest which all 
his family ccmnections ha,·e obtllined, 
do not gi,·e sufticient security against 
this intrigue. 

:\s e\·erything whi..:h passes in the 
world be..:omes mqtter for history, I 
will now quit this subje..:t, and take a 
con..:ise re\·iew of the state of parties 
and politi..:s in Englaml, as 1\lr. Burke 
has dc,ne in Fran..:e. 

\Vhether the present rl!ign com
menced with contc_mpt, I lea\·e to Mr. 
Burke: certain, howe\·er, it is that it 
had strongly that appearan..:e. The 
anim,JSity of thc English nation, it is 
very well rememhereJ, ran high ; and, 
had the true prin..:iples ,,f Liberty been 
as wdl understood then as they now 
pmmise to be, it is pr,,hable the 
nati,,n would not have patiently sub
mitted tLl SLl much. George the First 
and Second wert! sensible of a rival in 
the remains of the Stuarts ; and as 
t'1cv cDuld not but consider them
sch-·cs as standing on thl!ir good 
b.:h;l\·i,,ur, they had prudence to keep 
their German principles of gLwern
ment tn themsdn~s ; hut as the 
Stuart famih· wc1re away, the pru
Uencl.! hL•ca1n~ IL"ss ncccssr~r,·. 

The contest het ween ri"ghts, and 
what were calk:d prer,,gati n:s, O.:Llll
tinueJ t,, heal the nati,,n till SLllll..! 
time: ai"ter the ccmclusi,,n of the .\meri
can \\"ar -when all at once.: it fell a 
O.:UIIlJ L:XL:CraliLlll eXChanged itsdf fLlr 
applause, alllll"LlUrt P''fltdarity sprang-
up lik.: a nHtsh.nlLlll1 _in a nigh!. . 

To :t.·nnult 1<11" th1.; suddc·n tran~t
tion, it is pr,,pc:r t<' ,,hsen·c: that there 

are two distinct species of popularity; 
the one ex..:itcd by merit, and the other 
by resentment. As the nation had 
formed itself into two parties, and 
each was extolling the merits of its 
parliamentary champions for and 
against prerogati ,-e, nLlthing could 
operate to gi,·e a more general shock 
than an immediate coalition of the 
champions themselves. Thc partizans 
of each being thus suddc:nly left in 
the lurch, ami mutually heated with 
disgust at the measure, felt no ot1tL'r 
r:elief than uniting in a common 
execration against both. A higher 
stimulus of resentmcnt being thus 
excited than what the contest on 
prerogatives occasioned, the nation 
quitted all fNmer objects of rights 
and \Hongs, anJ sought only that 
of gratification. The indignat i,,n 
at the Coalition so effectually super
seded the indignation against th<! 
Court as to extinguish it ; and with
out any change of principles on the 
part of the Court, the same pe,,ple 
who had reprobated its Jesp,~tism 
unitcu with it t,, re,·enge themseh·es 
on the Coalition Parliament. Th<! 
case was IH't, which they likeLI hc:st, 
hut which thev hated most ; anJ 
the least hateLI passeu r,,r love. The 
dissolution of the Coalition Parlia
ment, as it afforded the means of 
gratifying the resentment of the 
nation, coulLI not fail to he popular: 
ami from hence arose the popularity 
of the Court. 

Transitions of this kind exhibit 
a nation utH1er the go,·ernment ,,r 

1 temper, instead ,,f a !ixc'U and skady 
principle; and ha,·ing once ..;,,mmittcd. 
itself, howe\·cr rashh·, it fc'els itsell 
urged along t0 ju;.t(fy, hy continu
ance, its first pr,Keeding. l\leasun:s 
which at other times it w,ndd cen;.urc', 
it lll'W appro\·es, and acts persuasic'll 
upon itself t,, sull,,cate its judg-m,,nt. 

On the return ,,fa no:\\" parliarnL'Ilt. 
the new mini>'lL'r, l\1r. Pitt, f,,und 
himself in a secure majLlrity; ami tl"·. 
nat it.'ll g-:n·~ hint ~rcdi t, not Lltl t lll 
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rc·g-anl t0 hims~lf, but because it had I call~d) the right ,,r th~ parliam~nt 
r'"'s0h·ed to tl0 it out of rcs~ntmenl to ' ag-ainst the right of the nati0n. 
;uwlher. Ilc introduced himself to I By the appearance which the contest 
public notice by a proposed reform of' made, l\Ir. Fox took the hereditary 
parliament, which in its operation ) ground, and Mr. Pitt the parliamentary 
w.mld have amounted to a public 1 ground ; but the fact is, they both 
justification of corruption. The nation took hereditary ground, and Mr. Pitt 
·was to be at the ex pence of buying up took the worse of the two. 
the mtten boroughs, \vhereas it ought vVhat is called the parliament is 
to punish the persons who deal in the made up of two Houses, one of which 
tralllc. is more hereditary, and more beyond 

Passing over th~ two bubbles of the the conlrL,ul of a nati,,n than wlntt 
Dutch business and the million a-y~ar the Crown (as it is called) is supposed 
h' ;;ink the national dd1t, the matter to be. It is an hereditan· aristocracy, 
which most presents itself, is the afrair assuming and asserting: indt>feasible, 
of the Regency. Ne,·er, in the course irrevocable dghts and authority, 
,,f my obsen·ation, was delusion more wholly indepemlent of the nation. 
succ..:ssfully acted, nor a nation more \Vhere, then, was the meri:ed popu
,,,mpletcly d..:cei,·cd. But, to make la.-ity of exalting- this hereditary p,n,·er 
this appear, it will be necessary to g_o on~r another hereditary power less 

. 0 ,·cr the circumstances. independent of the nation than what 
:Mr. Fox had stated in the House of itself assumed to be, and l,f absorbing 

Comm,,ns, that the Prince of \Vales, the rights of the nation into a House 
ao; heir in succession, had a right in o\·er which it has neither election nor 
himself to assume the gon~rnment. cotllr0ul? 
This was opposed hy l\1 r. !'itt ; and, The g-eneral impulse 0f the nation 
s•• far as the opposition was confined was right; but it acted with,,ut reAec
t•' th'"' dnctrine, it was just. But the tion. It appr,n·cd the L'PP''sition 
prin.:ipks which !\lr. Pitt maintained made lL' th..: rig-ht set up by l\lr. Fox, 
on the c,mtrary side were as bad, without percei,·ing- that :\Jr. Pitt ,,·as 
,,r \Yc'rse in their extent, than tho,;e : supporting· another indcf,'asible right 
1,j ;\I r. Fox ; because thev w..:nt to 

1 

m,,r..: rcnllJte fr,,m the nat i,,n in •'J'PO
c,.,:ahlish an aristocracY· o\·er the : siti,ln hl it. 
nati,,n, and o\·er the ~mall repre- i \Vith respect to the House of 
~L·ntation it has in the House of I Commons, it is elected but by a 
C<llllllh'ns. small part of the nati,,n; hut were 

\\"hether the Eng-li,.,h form,,fg-,w..,rn-' the cledinn as uni\·crsal as taxation, 
menl he g-o,,J ,,r bad, is tlllt in this which it oug-ht t,, i:lc, it Wc'uJd still b..: 
ca,:;..: the l}llc'slillll; but, taking it as Llllly the ,,j·g-an of the nation, and 
it stands, witlwut n:~-:"ard ''' its merits cannot possess inherL'nt rights. \\'hen 
,,r demerit~. :.'1\r. !'ill. was farther from the Nati,mal Assembly. of Franc..: 
th.: P''int than :'llr. l·\1x. t"L'Sl1hes a matter, the rc's,,he is 

It is suppc~»cd IQ c,,nsist ,,( three made in rig-ht ,,r th'"' nati,m; hut l\[r. 
parb: while therdc)('e the nati,,n is Pitt, ,m all nati,,nal quL•,.,ti'm", "'' 
dis1wsed t11 c,,ntilllle this f,,rm, the far a,.. Lite\' rc•fc•r t,, the JI,,us..: ,,f 
pari" ha,·e a nal/r>llrl! slrllld/11,~-. indc- Conun,,ns, ·abs,,rbs the .-ights ,,r the 
pcnd..:nt of c•ach ''llwr, allll arc tlllt the nati,,n inl<l tlw l)(·~an, and mak~s th..: 
.-rc•atun.'s ,,f c'aL·h ntlwr. llatl :\Jr. '''l:·an int,) a nati0n, and the nati''" 
F,,x pass~d thr,,ug·h padiamc·nt, :111d ihelf int,, a ,·yphcr. 
,..aid thal the po.:r'"'n alluded ln .-laimt:d In a t'ew \nwdo.;, thl' questi0n ,-," 
,H) the gn'ullll,,f the nati''"· !\Jr. Pill tho.: Rq,:..:n.-y wa-. a l(llc'"ti,,n ,,f a 
mu,;l then ha,·e Cllntcnded (what he million a-year, which is appn,priato.:ll 

]) 



66 RIGHTS OF MAN. 

to the executive department; and 
Mr. Pitt could not possess himself of 
any management of this sum, without 
setting up the supremacy of parlia
ment ; and when this was accom
plished, it was indift"erenl who should 
be Regent, as he must be Regent at 
his own cost. Among the curiosities 
which this contentious debate afforded, 
was that of making the Great Seal 
into a King, the affixing of which to 
an act was to be roval authoritv. If, 
therefore, Royal Atithority is a· Great 
Seal, it consequently is in itself 
nothing ; and a good constitution 
would be of infinitely more value to 
the nation than what the th!>:!e 
nominal powers, as they now stand, 
are worth. 

reformation, is as certain as that th~ 
same thing has happened in France. 
If France, with a revenue of nearlr 
twenty-four millions sterling, with a~ 
extent of rich and fertile countr\' 
above four times larger than England, 
with a population of twenty-four 
millions of inhabitants to supoort 
taxation, with.- upwards of ninety 
millions sterling of gold and sih·er 
circulating in the nation, and with a 
debt less than the present debt of 
England-still found it necessary, 
from whate,·er cause, to come to a 
settlement of its afTairs, it soh·es the 
problem of funding for both countries. 

It is out of the question to say how 
long what is called the English con
stitution has lasted, and to argue 
from thence how long it is to last ; 
the question is, how long can the· 
funding system last? It is a thing 
but of modern iaH"ention, and has not 
yet continued beyond the life of a 
man ; yet in that short space it h<!s 
so far accumulated, that, together 
with the current expences, it requires 
an amount of taJ;:es at least equal tn 
the whole !an Jed rental of the nat i<'n 
in acres to defrav the annual expendi
ture. That a g~wernment could not 
have always gone on by the same 
s\·stem which has been followed for 

The continual use of the -word Con
stitution in the English Parliament 
shews there is none ; and that the 
whole is merely a form of g'O\·ern
ment without a constitution, and con
stituting itself with what powers it 
pleases. If there were a constittation 
it certainly ccmld be referred to ; and 
the debate on any constituticmal point 
would terminate by pmducing the 
constitution. One member savs this 
is constitution, and another sa~·s that 
is constitution-to-day it is tlnc' thing, 
and to- morrow something else--~ 
while the maintaining of the debate 
prLn-es there is none. Constitution is 
now the cant \Hlrd of parliament, 
tuning itself to the ear,,[ the nati,m. 
Formerly it was the uni·;•cr.wl supn·
nuuy of par/iamcnl-~the 0/JllliJolcncc 
•!fparhamcnl: but since the prngress , 
of Liberty in France, those phrases 
ha,·e a despotic harshness in their 
lhlte; and the English Parliament 
ha,·e catched the fashiLln from the 
National ,\ssem bl v, but wi tlwu t the 
substance, Df speal~ing llf ConsHiulion. 

' tiJC last . se,·enty years, must be 
e\·ident to· erery man ; and for the 
same reason it cannot always go on. 

As the present generati,m ,,f pe,lple 
in England did not make the g-<n·ern
ment, the\· are not accountable f,,r 
any of its. defects ; but, that st,oner 
c.r later, it must Cl'I11C intn their 
L;.nds to undergo a .;cm~titutinnal 

The funding system is not money; 
neither is it, properly speaking, 
credit. It, in ell",•ct, creates up,m 
paper the sum which it appears to 
borrLH\' 1 and lays on a tax to keep 
the imaginary capital ali,·e by the 
payment of intet:~'st am! sends the 
annuit ,. to market, to be sold f,,r 
paper ·already in circulation. If any 
credit is gi,·en, it is hl the dispositiL'n 
of the people to pay the tax, and not 
to the go,·ernmcnt, "·hich Iars it Dn. 
\Vhen this dispo,.;iti,,n l'Xpir~s. what 
is supp,lscd to be the credit ,,f 
g"ll\·crnment expires with it. The 
instance of J7rance under till' r,,rmer 
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g-o\·emment, shews that it is impos
sible to compel the payment of taxes 
by force, when a whole _nation IS 
determined to take its stand upon 
that ground. 

Mr. Burke, in his re,·iew of the 
finances of France, states the quantity 
of gold and siln~r in France, at about 
eighty-eig-ht millions sterling. In 
doing this, he has, I presume, 
divided by the ditrerence of exchange, 
instead of the standard of twenty
four lines to a pound sterling; for 
l\1. N eckar's statement, from which 
l\lr. Burke's is taken, is hc•o thousand 
hi'o hundred mz'l/ions of li1rrcs, which 
is up,,·ards of. ninety-oiH! millions and 
a half sterling. 

l\1. · Neckar in France, and Mr. 
George Chalmers of the Office of 
Trade and Plantation in England, of 
which Lord Hawkesbury is president, 
published nearly about the same 
time ( 1786) an account of the quantity 
of money in each nation, from the 
rdurns of the Mint of each nati,,n. 
l\lr. Chalmers, from the returns of the 
English Mint at the Tower of Loiukm, 
:-.tales the quantity of money in 
England, including Scotland ami 
lrdand, to be twentv milli,ms ster-
ling-. 1 ~ 

:\1. Neckar' sa\·s that the amount 
of monev in Fn;nce, re-coined from 
the old c"oin which was called in, was 
two thousand fi,·e hundred millions 
of lin·es (upwards of one hundred 
and four milliLHls sterling-) ; ami, 
after dcdu,·ting f,H. waste, ami ,,·hat 
maY be in the \\'est Indies and other 
po~sible cir.::umslanccs, slates the 
circulation quantity at home t,, be 
ninety-one milli,,ns and a half st..::rling; 
but taking it as l\lr. Burke has put it, 
it is sixty-eig-ht milli,,ns nhlre than 
the national quantity in England. 

That the quantity ,,r nwney in 

' See '· E!'!ti111alL' of the L\lmparatiVl' 
StrL'IH{lh nf Gn.·at Britain,'' hv li. L"halmcrs. 
- .:Juihor.... "' 

·J s~.~.._~ ·· .\dministrnti~)n ,,f 1h~ Finane''" ,,r 
Fral1l"l.' 1 " \Pl. iii. 1 by i\1. !\: ccka1·.---...J utlwr. • 

France cannot be under this sum 
may at once be seen from the state of 
the French Re,·enue, without referrin<r 
to the records of the French l\lint fo':
proofs. The _reYenue_of France, prior 
to the revolution, was nearly twenty
four millions st~rling ; :mel as pap~r 
had then no existence 111 France the 
whole. re\'enue w;~s collected in gold 
and s!ln~r; and 1t would ha\·e been 
impossible to h:n·e collected such a 
quantity of reYenue upon a less 
national quantity than l\1. Neckar has 
stated. Before the establishment of 
paper in Eng-land, the re\·enue was 
about a fourth part of the nationnl 
amount of gold and silYer,' as mav be 
known by referring- to the re\·~nue 
prior to King- \Villiam and the 
quantity of money stated to be in 
the nation at that time, which was 
nearlv as much as it is now. 

It ·can be of no real service to a 
nation, to impose upon itself, or to 
permit itsel~ t? be imposed upLlll ; 
but the preJuchccs of Sl)llle, and the 
imposition of others, have alwaYs 
represented France as a nilli:m 
possessing but little money-whereas 
the quantity is not only nwre than 
f,,ur times what the 4uantity is in 
Eng-land, but is CL)nsiclerably g-reater 
on a proportion of numbers. To 
account for this dc!icienc\· ,,n the 
part of Eng-land, some ·reference 
should be had to the English s\·stem 
of funding-. It operates to m~I!t iply 
paper, and to substitute it in the 

I r,,om <'f money, in \'arious shapes; 
ami the nwrL' paper is multiplied, the 

. more opp<1 rtunities arc ollcrC'd t,, 
cxpL1rt the specie; and it admits of 
a P''ssibility (by extending- it tl) small 

, Ihltcs) of increasing- paper till there is 
J)L) mL111C\' left. 

I kno\;. this is Illll a pleasant subject 
tn English readers; but the mat ll'rs I 
an1 g-ning- h' 111~ntion, are so inlpor
tanl in themscl\'es, as t<' require the 
attention of men interesled in moncv 
transactions ot' a public natur~ .. 
There is a circumstance stated b) 
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i\1. Neckar, in his treatise on the 
administration of the linances, which 
has nevet· been atknded to in 
England, but which forms the only 
basis wherc~.m to estimate the quantity 
of money (gold and -;il\'er) which 
ought to be in every nation in 

-Europe, to preserve a rdath·e propor-
tion with other nations.· 

Lisbon and Cadiz are the two ports 
into which gold ami sih·er (money) 
from South .\merica arc imported, 
and which afterwards di\"ide and 
spre.ad themseh·es o,·er Eurapc by 
means of commerce, anu increase the 
quantity of money in all parts ·of 
Eumpc. If, therefore, the amount of 
the annual importation into EurL1pe 
can be known, anu the rclati\'c pro
portion of ~1e foreign commerccpfthc 
se\'eral nations bv which it can he 
distributeu can b.; ascertained, they 
gi,·e a rule sufficiently true, to ascer
tain the quantity of money which 
L1ug-ht to be found in any nation, at 
any gi,·en time. 

:\1. N cckar ,.;hows fr~.m1 the rcg-i,.;tei·,.; 
of Lishnn and Cadiz, that the impor
tati,m of g,,Jd ami :-oih·er into Euwpe, 
is r.,-.., millions sterlin·g- anmiitlly. lie 

1 

has not taken it on a single ye;u·, but 
on an an~rage of lifte.:n succeeding 1 

years, from 1763 to 1777, both in
clusi,·e ; in which time the amount 
was one thousanu eight hundred 
million lines, which is scventy-li\·e 
miJii,,ns skrling.' 

-----------------
"Cntlemcn at the Exchange would 
~llnw) the proportion which· Britain 
should draw hv commerce of this sum, 
to keep herself on a proportion with 
the rest of Europe, would be also a 
sixth part, which is sixty millions 
sterling; and if the same allowance 
f,)r waste and acciuent be made fnr 
England which l'vl. N eckar makes f,,r 
France, the quantity remaining after 
these deductions wou!J be fiftv-two 
millions ; and this sum ought to. have 
been in the nation (at the time Mr. 
Chalmers published), in addition to 
the sum which was in the nation at 
the commencement of the Hano,·er 
succession, and to ha\·e made in the 
whole at least sixtv-six millions 
sterling ; insteau of wl;ich there were 
but twentv millions, which is fortv
six millio;1s below its proportionate 
quantity. 

As the qu;,mtity of g-old and- sih·er 
imported into Lisbon and Cadiz is 
more exactly ascertained than that of 
anycomnwdityimporteJ into England, 
and as the quantity of money coined 
at the Tower of LLmd,,n is still nwre 
pclsiti\·ely km1wn, the leading faLls 
do not admit of cnntwv.:rsv. Eithl'r, 
thl'refo1·e, the commerce ,;f Englaml 
is unprouucli\·e of profit, or the g·old 
and silver which it brings in leak 
continuallv awav hv unseen means at 
the a\·cn~gc r:tte • of about three
quarters of a million a year, which, in 
the course of se\·ent \'-two vem·s, 
accounts for the defich;t,cv ; a;1d its 
absence is supplicd by pap~r.' 

Fn1m tlw ~ommctlcem .. mt of the 
Hano,·er succession in 171.1· to the 
time :\I r. Chalmers published is 
se\·.:nt y-t wn years ; and the quantity 1 \\·hetlwr the J.:ng-li~h n>mmcrce dnc•s 

I 
· 1. · I · not bring in n1orH.'Y• or· whl~llh.'r the g-overn~ 

imporll:L llltl1 'urnpe, Ill t lat tll11l!, menl sends it cnll aft,•r it is bn>ug-hl in, is a 
\VLHIId be three hundred and ~ixty mailer whid1 the parti•·s cc>llC<'rncd ean 
tnillions stL'rling. I best explain; hut thal the deficiency ~,•xists, 

I r thl! r~.Jreig-n CL1Jnrn..;rcc of Crrl!at ' i'i not in till• rll\\'l'l" of \~it her hl dispnn·,•, 
\\.hilc !Jr. l'ri,:c, :\Ir. Ed,•n (now .\uckland}, 

Britain h.: stall'd at a sixth part of 
1 

:\Ir. Chalnwrs, and ,,1h,·rs, w.,,-,. debaling 
\\'hat the \\·hul~ fnrcign Cl1111tlll:!rcc. of wheth~,·r· thl! lJuautitv l,r mcJUL"Y in Eng-land 
EuropL' arnounls to (~\·hich is probably 1 was g-rcatl'r ... ,r J~,•ss.than at th'"~ r·~,~Vllluri .. 1n. 
an infl:rior cstirnaliLHl tu \\'hat th~ th ....... ~,·ir~.:umstance was llLll adn:r·t~,•d tn, that 

:-.illl.'l" til~,~ 1"1..'\"llhllinn, then~ cannol ha\·t• b~,·,~n 
I~,·ss than r .... urr· hundn·d ntillilliiS !-olt . .'rling 

1 :. Admini-,tration nf the Fiuane<"s pf importL·c..l inhl Eur·npl' i and therl"f~,lrl", lilt' 
F 1·cu1Cl'," \"l>l. iii. .·I ulhur. • <.prarllily in England ~,n•g·ht at k.ast ll.l bl: fou•· 
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The revolution of France is attended 
with many no,·el circumstances, not 
only in the political sphere, but in the 
circle of monev transaction~. Among 
others, it she"ws that a governnient. 
mav be in a state of insolvency and a 
nation rich. So far as the- fact is 
confined to the late government of 
France, it was itisolvent ; because the 
nation would no longer support its 
extr;l\·agance, and therefore it could 
no longer support itself--but with 
respect to the nation all the means 
existed. A government may be said 
to be insolvent every time it applies· 
to the nation to discharge its arrears. 
The insolvency of the late go\·crnment 
of France and the present government 
of England differed in no other 
respect than as the disposition of the 
people differ. The pCL)ple of France 
refused their aid tL) the old govern
ment ; and the people of England 
submit to taxation witht5ut enquiry. 

timt~S g-rt.!a.h~r than it was at the t"C\'olutinn, 
"'""on a prnporlion with Eun>p<'. \Vhal 
Eng-land is now doing by paper, is what !-~he 
would ha\·1.! bt:en abll! to have Uonl.! by solid 
nh)llt~y, if gold and sih·cr· had corn(~ into the 
nati,ln in the pr..:lportion it oug-ht, or had not 
been sent out ; and she is l.'ndea\'llllring- to 
reston! by papet·, thc." balance.! she has lo~l 
hy money. It is c~rtain, that tht• ~l1ld and 
.,j)\"er which arrive annually in lht_• ,-.._•g-istt.•r
~hir~ to Spain and P'-wtugal, do rH"l n.•main 
in those countriL•s. Taking- tlu._~ value half in 
g-old and Llalf in sih·t.T, · it is about four 
lnu•Urc..•J 11 .. 111:-. annually: and fnnn tlh~ numht·r 
of ~hip, and g-alltloll"i empll'\"l•d in the t radl! 
,,f h1·ing-ing- LhllSl" nu·tal~ froni Sctutll Anll~rica 
to P~..wtu~al and Spain, th~..~ quantit\" suni
cil'r~tly proves itself, with4.Hit referring. to the 
r"-'};{JSt~rs. 

\VInlt is called the Crown in England 
has been insolvent several times ; the 
last of which, publicly known, was in 
May, 17'77, when it applied lo the 
nation to discharge upwards of 
£600,ooo prh·ate debts, which other
wise it could not pay. 

It was the error of Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
Burke, and all those who were un
acgu:dnted \Vith the affairs of France, 
to confound the French nation with 
the French gm·ernment. The French 
nation, in effect, endca\·oured to 
render the late go,·ernment insoh·ent 
for the purpose of taking go\·ernment 
into its own hands : and it rese•Ted 
its means for the support of the new 
government. In a country of such 
ntst extent am] population as France 
the natural means cannot be wanting; 
and the political means appear the 
instant the nation is disposed to 
permit them. \Vhen :\I r. Burke, in a 
speech last winter in the British 

from countries when~ the grcah~sl pa1·t 11111S1 
"" paid fm· in g-old and sih·cr·. Some 
fallacious rumours ha\'t~ bpcn st~l afloat in 
England to inJuLt~ a lu .. •lil'f t..lf n1orh.!)", .and, 
among other·~, that of the Frt.•nch n~fug-t•t•s 
bringing gTl'at quantitit..~s. Tlu.~ idea is 
ridicul~o.'us. The gl.~lll~ral part t'f the nHlllt..'.Y 
in Franl't~ is sil\'er·; and it Wl.Htld take 
upwards of tWl'lllY of tht.• I~Lrg"C!-.l bn1ad 
whet•l wag-gons, with ten lll11"Sl~S t•ru:h, I o 
rt~nlo\"c (lilt.' million slt..•rling- t,f ~ih•t.•r. Is it 
tlrl~n to hl~ supptl'"it..'d, that a 1\•w p,•opll· 
llct..•ing- on hor-.;e-hach:, or in pt,st-l·haisl'S, in 
a ~C'l'l"l't rnarHtl'r·, and ha\·ing- th~ Frt.'lll.:h 
Cu~tom lll,li!'.C to pa...,~, and tlrt.• Sl'iL hl tTt.l-.~ 1 
c'",uld hr·ing- l'\·en a !-tuJlit..·i,·ncy fl,l" tht.·ir t..H\"11 
4.!Xfll'lll"4.'S? " 

In tlr"-~ situatitUl Eng-land now j.,., il is 
impns!-.ihle she can in,:n.~as~ in llltHil~\". 
Hig;h taxc..., Jlllt ~,nJy lc~sl'n the pruperty ~,f 
t lh~ irHlividuals, hut thL•\" lessl'll al!-1,, tlw 
Jlluncy-capilal of a nalinn, by indrh·ing
smug-~.ding-, which can only ht~ carried on hy 
g'llhl and silver. By the: politic:, whidt tht~ 
liritish Gov~..-rrunent ha\"0 Larried on with the 
Inland PI..'~Wt~r~ of German\· and tht• Con
tinent. it has m;ul~..· an "-:lll'Til\" of all tlat• 
1\laritirne flO\\"t'l".._, and i~ llh·n·f·,,rc ohligl·d 
to k~..·t•p up a laq.!·e na'.:y; hut tlanog-h tlrt..• 
11:-t\"\" is built in En~land, tlu~ na\·al sltU"t.~S 
rnuSt be put-chast.~d · fronl ahn_,;ul 1 and thal 

\\"hen ntillil'llS ,,f mnnl'Y arc spola•n of, it 
should h1..~ l"l'Cl)lkctvd, that ~11l'h ~runs t';r n 
<'Ill\" at~t..·umtilate in a t'lllllltrv hr slnw 
tkg.r .. l't..'"i1 and a J~..,ng prtll:l·~~i,;n l,f· 1 iml'. 
Till' llh'~t fnq . .:·al ~\·stl'lll that En,;lnnd t:nulcl 
now adl,pl, ,,:t,llld'rh,l l"l'Ctl\"t..•r·, i;l a t.."'<'lllury, 

1 lht• balalh"t.." she ha-, h,_.,t in IJllliiC\" -..ince tht.~ 
1 ~..·l,lllflll'lh"t.'llll'llt of tl~t• llallll\'cr··~rh"'t"l'!-.si~..,n. 

Sire i.-.; Sl'\"t..'llt ,. ruillit..lflS lh·hind Fran':''· and 

1 

~tu• mu~t ht..• irl Sflllh~ t~t,nsidL•r;thll• prtlportitlfl 
ht·hind t·\·~·ry l'lltJJltt·y irt l·:urll)h'• hccaust..• the 
rl"lur·n.,. L'f till• Fn)..:;Ji.,h l\lint th' not '-ilrl'\\.-" an 
ilh"l"l':LS"' tlf llh1Jh,'\', \\"hill• lhv l'l'l..!,i~h~PoO of 
Li~IH'II and t...'adiz ~Ill'\\' an ·Eur,,rlt"an 
irhT\'alic ~._,f lwt\n•en tht"t.'L' and ll,ur hurrJn·d 
millions sll.'rling. ~ .·lull1or, ill 
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parliament, cast his CJ•es over the map 
if Europe, and sa7u a chasm tltal once 
was France, he talked like a dreamer 
of dreams. The same natural France 
existed as before, and all the natural 
means existed \\'ith it. The .... only 
chasm was that which the extinction 
of-despotism had left, and which was 
to he filled up with a constitution 
more formidable in resources than the 
power which had expired. 

Although the French nation ren
dered the late government insolvent, 
it did not permit the insoh·ency to 
act towards the creditors ; and the 
creditors, considering the nation as 
the real pay-master, and the govern
ment only as the agent, rested them
seh-es on the nation, in preference to 
the g-o,·ernment. This appears greatly 
to dislurh Mr. Burke, as the precedent 
is f;ttal t,, the policy by which govern
ments hm·e supposed themseh·es 
secure. They ha\"l' nmlracted debts, 
with a ,·iew of attaching what is 
calleu the monied interest of a nation 
to their support; but the example in 
France shews that the permanent 
securit\· of the creditor is in the 
nation: ami not in the go,·crnment ; 
and that in all possible re\·olutions 
that may happen in g-m·crnments·, 1 he 
means arc alwa\·s with the nation, 
and the nation ;tlwavs in existence. 
Mr. Burke argues th;tt the creditors 
ought tl) ha\·e abided thL' fate Of the 
«o\·ernment which thev trusted ; but 
~1e J'\ational Assemhlv CLlnsidered 
them as th.., creditors ,;f the nation, 
and not of the gon.•rnment of l he 
master, and not of the steward. 

]'I; ot withstanding- the late g-,1\'ern- , 
ment could not discharge the current 
expences, the present g-,n·ernmcnt has 
paid ,,f}' a great part ,,f the capital. 
This has been accomplished hy t\\'ll 
means; the one bv lessening the 
expences of go\·en;ment, an(! the 
other In· the sale of the llll'nastic and 
C'Ccle~i;;st ical lanck·d estates. The 
dci·ntees and penitent debauchees, 
extortioners and misers of fc>rmcr 

days, to ensure themseh·es a be.tter 
world than that which they were 
about to leave, had bequeathed 
immense property in trust to the 
priesthood, for ptims uses; and the 
priesthood kept it for themselves. 
The National Assembly has o1·dered it 
to be sold for the good of the whole 
nation, and the priesthood to be 
decently provided for.* 

In consequence of the revolution, 
Lhe annual interest of the debt of 
France will be reduced at least six 
millions sterling-, by paying off up
wards of one hundred millions of the 
capital ; which, with lessening the 
former cxpcnces of government at 
least three millions, will place France 
in a situation worthy the imitation of 
Europe.+ 

Upon a whole review of the suhjec.t, 
how vast is the contrast! \Vhilc 
1\lr. Burke has been talking of a 
g-eneral bankruptcy in France, the 
National Assembly has been paying
off' the capital of its debt; and while 
taxes ha,·c increasC'd ncar a million a 
year in England, they have lowerc~l 
se\·eral millions a year in France. 
Not a word has either 1\Ir. Burke or 
l\1 r. Pitt said about the French affairs, 
or the state of the French finances, in 
the present session of parliament. 
The subject beg-ins to be too well 
understood, and imposition serves no 
long-er. 

There is a general enigma running 
through the ,,·hole of l\lr. Burke's 
hook. I lc \\Tiles in a rage again~t 
the Nat iLmal Assembly ; but what is 
he enraged about? If his assertions 
were as true ns they are g-roundless, 
and that France, by her re\·olution, 
had annihilated her power, and 
bec,lme what he calls a dtasm, it 
might excite the gTief L>f a Frenchman 
(considering himself as a national 
n1an), and prLl\·okc his rage against 
the l\'ati,,nal Assembly ; hut why 
should it excite the rage of 1\-Ir. 
Burke? ,\las ! it i,.; Jh>t the nati,,n of 
France that l\1 r. Burke means, but 
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the CouRT ; and e\·ery -Court in form a common policy throughout 
Europe, dreading the same fate, is in : Europe, detached and separate fr~m· 
mourning. He writes neither in the the interest of nations ; and while 
character of a Frendiman nor an they appear to quarrel, they agree to 
Englishman, but in the fawning 

1 

plunder. Nothing can be more 
character of that creature known in terrible to a court or courtier than 
all countries, and a friend to none, a ' the re\'olution of France. That which 
C:ouwmm. \Vhether it be the Court' is a blessing to nations is bitterness 
of Versailles, or the Court of St. i to them : and as their existence 
James, or of Carlton House, or the 1 depends on the duplicity of a country, 
Court in expectation, signifies not ; ! they tremble at the approach of 
for the caterpillar principle of all ~ principles, and dread the precedent 
-:ourts and courtiers arc alike. They : that threatens their on~rthrow. 

COl\'CLUSION. 

REAso:-: allll Ignorance, the opposite ; On the contrary, go\'ernment, in a 
to each other, innuence the great bulk well-constituted republic, requires 1~0 
(>f mankind. If either of' these can be belief from man bcy,md what hts 
rendered suffidcntlv extcnsi\·e in a reason can gi,·e. ·He sees I he 
c,,untry, the machinery of goH~rn- ' ralionak of tl;c whole svstem, its 
mcnt goes easily on. Reason obeys origin and its operation ; ·and as it 
itself; and Ignorance submits to what- is best supported when best under
O:\'cr is dictated to it. 1 stood, the human faculties act with 

The two modes of go,·crnmcnt boldness, and acquire under this form 
which prentil iti the world, arc, .first, of go\'ernmcnt a gigantic manliness. 
g-,n·ernmcnt by election and rcprescn- As, therefore, each of those forms 
tation ; serond(J', gl1\'crnment by here-; acts on a dilfcrent base, ·the one 
ditarv successiL111. The f,,rmcr is mo,·ing freely by the aid of reason, 
g-cne~ally known by the name l)f the other by ignorance, we ha\'e next 
rcpuhlic ; the latter hy that of to consider, what it is that gi\'es 
nH>narcll\- and ari~tocraC\·. motion to that species of g-.wernment 

Those. twu distinct ;llld opposite which is callcll mixed g.n-crnmcnt, or, 
f,,rms Creel thcmsel\·c•s L'll the tWll as it is S<'mc•timc•s ludi.:rLlUSh' stiled, 
distinct and ''PP''sile bases of Rcas,m a g,n-ernmcnt of t!J/s, /lwl anci t'ol!to·. 
;md Ignorance. ,\s the exercise of The mo\·ing P<'Wer in this species 
J,!'O\'ernment requires talents and nf gL>\·ernm,•nt is of necessit-y n>rrup
;tbilities, and as talents and abilities ti,m. I lowen•r imperfe-ct ekction 
cannot ha,-e hereditan- des<;L'nl, it is anu r,•presenlati,,ll ma\' be in mixed 
e\·idcnt that hereditar\" successi,m g,H-ernments, they still- gi\'e cx,·rcise 
rcquires a bc•licf from n;an to whi,·h to a g-r,•alcr P<'rlion of reason than is 
hi~ reason carnwt subscribe, and C<'n\-enicnt [,,the hereditary part ; and 
which can only be eslahli;.hcd upon theref,,re it hcc.,mcs neccssar\" to buy 
his ignorance; and t~L' more igtwrant the reasm1 up. A mixed go,:ernmct;t 
all\· CL'Untn- is, the bctte1· it is lilted is an imperl'ccl c\-erything, cementing 
l,u: this sp,:cics ,,f g-,,,·enJmc•nL ami soiLkring the discordant parts 
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together by corruption, to act as a 
whole. 1\f r. Burke appears highly 
disgusted that France, since she had 
rcsoh·ed on a re\·olution, did not 
adopt \Vhat he calls ·' .·1 Britt:rh Con
slilultim "; and the reg-retful manner 
in \vhich he expresses himself on this 
occasion, implies a suspicion that the 
British Constitution needed some
thing to keep its defects in counte
nance. 

In mixed go,·ernments there is no 
responsibility: the parts C<H"er each 
other till responsibility is lost; and 
the corruption which mo,·cs the 
machine, cc,ntri,·es at the same time 
its own escape. \\'hen it is laid d0wn 
as a maxim, that a A-ing can do 110 

':i.W£~11.![, it places him in a state of 
similar security with that of idiots and 
persons insane, and responsibility is 
out of the quesli<m with respect to 
himself. It then uescends upon the 
minister, who shellers himself under 
a majority in parliament, which hy 
places, pensions, and corruption, he 
can alwavs c<>mmand; and that 
majority j;tstifies itself by the same 
autlwrity with which it protecls the 
minister. In this r,,tatory nwtion, 
responsibility is thnH\"n on' from the 
parts, and from the whole. 

\Vhen there is part in a go,·ern
ment which can do no wrong, it 
implies that it d,,es nothing-; and is 
only the machine of another power, 
hy whnse adl"ice and direction it acts. 
\Vhat is supposed t,, he the King in 
the mixed gon~rnments, is the cabind; 
anu as the cabinet is ah\·ays a part 
of the parliament, and the members 
justifying in one character \\hat they 
alh·ise and act in another, a mixed 
g<H·cn1ment becomes a CL'ntinual ' 
enig-ma ; entailing UJ'<'n a country, 
by the quant it,. of c0rruption ncccs
s;u·y t<l sc1lder ~the parts, the expencc ' 
of supporting all the f,1rms of g-o,·crn
ment at cln<"l', and finally rcs,,J\"ing· 
intcl a g·c'l·ernnh'llt b1· Cllll1111ittec; in 
which ·the ach·iscrs, ~the acl<'rs, the ' 
appro1·ers, the justiliers, the persons 

responsible, and tlic persons not 
responsible, arc the same persons. 

By this paptomimical contri\·ance, 
and change of scene and character, 
the parts help each other out in 
matters \\·hich neither of them singly 
would assume to act. \Vhcn money 
is to be obtained, the mass of ,·aricty 
apparently dissoh·cs, and a profu
sion of parliamentary praises passes 
bet ween the parts. Each admires 
with ast,mishment, the wisdoni, the 
liberalit,·, and disinterestedness L'f the 
other; ;md all 0f them breathe a pity
ing- sigh at the burdens of the nation. 

But in a well-constituted republic, 
nothing of this soldering, praising-, 
and pitying, can take place; the 
representation being equal through
out the country, ami compleat in 
itself, hol\·c,·cr it may be arrang"<'Ll 
into legislath·e ami cxecuti\·c, they 
ha1·c all one ami the same naturitl 
source. The parts arc 1wt f<1reig-ncrs 
to each other, like ucmocracv, aris
tocrac\·, and monarchy. As tlicre arc 
no di~cordant distin.ctilllls, there is 
nothing to corrupt by compwmise, 
nor co;1found by contri\"ancc. Public 
measures appeal ,,f themseh·es t<' the 
under~tanding of the nation, and rest
ing on their own merits, disown any 
nattering applications to ,·anity. The 
continual whine of lamenting· the 
burden of taxes, ht>\\"C\·cr succcs:ofully 
it may be practised in mixed g"G\"Cfll

ments, is incon,.;istent with the scnsl• 
and spirit of a republic If taxes arc 
necessary, they arc ,,f course ach·an
tageous, but i ft hey require an apol<'h"Y, 
the apt'logy itself implies an impeach
ment. \VIH·, then, is man imlll'SL'd 
upc'n, or wlty d,, ... s he impose U(l<'ll 
himself? 

\\"hen men arc spoken of as King-s 
and subjects. or when government i,
mcntioncd under the uistinct or com
bined heads ,,f monarch\·, aristocran·. 
and dernocrac\·, what is .it that n·a.w;,_ 
/n•r man is to tinderstand hv the· term<• 
I( there rcalh· l'Xi~ted i1~ the ln,rld 
l wo ,,r more· dblinct and scparat.; 
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dements ~f human power, we ~hould 
then sec the se\'cral orig-ins to \\·hich 
those terms would descriptively apply; 
but as there is but one species of man, 
there can be but one clement of human 
power, and tlmt clement is man him
>cll: :'llonarchy, ·aristocracy, and 
democracy, arc but creatures of 
imag-ination ; and a thousand such 
r.1ay be contrived as well as three. 

----------~----------------------
.(~lings. So\·ereignty, as a 1~1atter ~f 
ng-ht, appertains to the natwn on I~ • 
and not to anv indi,·idual ; ami a 
nation has at ;{u times an inherent, 
indefeasible rig·ht to abolish any ~orttt 
of g-overnment it finds incon,·ente~lt, 
and to establish such as accords wtth 
its interest, disposition, ami hapJ:in~ss. 
The romantic and barbarous dtstmc
tion of men into Kings and su_bjects, 
though it may stlit the conditiOns of 
courtiet·s, cannot that of citizens; and 

From the revolutions of America is exploded by the principle upon ':hich 
and France, an~ the symptoms. th;~t I governments arc now founded. Every 
ha\·e appeared Ill other countnes, tt citizen is a member of the so\·ereignty, 
io; e\·ident that the opinion of the and, as such, can acknowledg-e no 
world is changed with respect to personal subjection: ami his obedience 
.,ptems of government, and that can be only to the laws. 
rc\·olutions are not within the com- 'Vhcn men think of \vhat go,·ern
pass of political calculations. The mentis, they must necessarily supp,1se 
progress of time ·and cin:umstances, it to possess a knowledge of all the 
which men assign to the accom- objects and matters up~n which i~s 
plishment of great chang-es, is too authority is to be exercised. In thts 
mechanical to measure the force of view o( gci,·crnment, the republican 
the mind, and the rapidity of reflcc- sYstem, as established bY :\merica and 
tinn, by which re\'c)lutions are gene- France, operates to emb-race the who!..: 
rated: All the old g-o\·ernments have of a nation; and the kmn\"ledge neccs
rc.:cin~d a shock fro1~1 those that : sary ll' the interest of all the 'parts, is 
already appear, and whtch were once , to be fllltnd in the centre, which the 
nw1:c impr,)hahlc, ami arc a greater parts by representati,)n form; but ~he 
,uhJcct of "'')ndcr, than u general old g"Ln·crnmcnts arc on a Cl)nstruct1on 
r..:\ ,1lution in Europe would be that cxclllllcs knowledge as \\'1:11 as 
n''"'· * happiness ; governmet;l by monks, 

\Vhl.'n we sun·l.'\' the wretched con- who knew nothing of the "'''rill 
diti<1 n of man, under the monarchical 1 beyond the walls of a c,,n,·cnt, ts 
and hereditary systems ofg,)\·ernment, as consistent as govl.'rnment by 
Jraggeu fr,ml his lwme hy ,me power, kings. 
,,r dri\·en hy anothc.r, and impo,·erbhed '\"hal \\·ere formerh· calkd re\·olu
hy taxes morl.' than hy enemies, it lion!', \\'l'l"e little llll)r~ than a change 
b~<"•'lllc's e\·idcnt that tlwse svstc•ms of pl.'rs,,ns, or an alll.'rati,,n ,,r !,,cal 
:ar•· had, ;uul that a g"l.'neral re\'~)lution 1 

circunlstancl.'s. Thl.'\" n)se and l"dl 
in the principle anJ c,mstructiL'n of, like things ,,f Cl'Ursc:and hacltll.'thing 
~,,,·,'rnments is necl.'ssan·. in thL·ir existence or their l~ttc that 
· \\"hat is g"O\'I.'rlllllcnt t;h,rc than the ,,~tlld innuence be)'l'llll the spot that 
management ,,f till.' affair,., of a nat j,,n? pr,,duccd thL'Ill. But what we n,,w 
It i~ not, and from its nature ,·allll,,t sc•e in the \\'<>rid, fr,,m the t"L'\·,,IutiL'IlS 
be, thl.' pr0perty ,,f any particular man 1 ,,f ,\merica and Franc,•, arc a renova
pr famih·, hut oft he wlwlc communit ,., ti,,n of the nat ural ,)rder L)f 1 hings, a 
at whos~ expcncl.' it is supported; ;u;d 

1 
"')stem ,,f principles a>< uni\·l.'rsal as 

th,•ugh by f,,rce and c,,ntri,·ance it has, truth and the l'Xi..,tence ,,r man, and 
h.:cn us~trped into an inheritan.ce, the_ I t:l'mhining· moral \\·ith JWiitical happi
usurpattOn cannot alter Lhe nghl 0l I ness and national prosperity. 

u 2 
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" !. !llcn are born, and al~uaJ•s ron- 1 instead of a congress for the purpo;;•' 
linuc, free and equal1"n respect~~ lllt'ir , of pre7•t•nting war, it has been callc>tl 

.n:![hls. Civil distinctions, then;(orc; only to terminate a war, after a fruit· 
1 

can be founded only on public util;"ty. 1 less ex pence of several years), it will 
"I I. The end f!f all political associa- be necessan· to consider the interest 

lions i's 1/ze preser;}{l/iou of till! 1utlural of governm~nts as a distinct interest 
and ziupresrripl/ble r(![itts of man; , to that of nations .. 
amllhesc; n,[[hls. are libcrl_y, properly, I 'Vhatcver is the cause of taxes to ;J 

sccuril,y, and resistance of oppression. nation, becomes also the means oi 
"III. The nation is essentially lite rc1·enue to go1·ernment. Every war 

sourre f!f all so1•crei'gll~J'; nor can ANY terminates with an addition of taxes. 
INDIVIDUAL, or A:\'\" noDY OF MEllo", be and consequently with an addition oi 
entitled to any autlwri~J' 70/uclt is not re1·enue ; and in any e1·ent of wars, 
expressly dcn"711!d from it." in the manner thev are now com· . 

menced and concl~ded, the power 
and interest of governments an: 
increased. \Var, therefore, from ib 
productin!ness, as it easily furnishes 
the pretence of necessity for taxe,; 
and appointments to places and 
offices, becomes a principal part l,f 
the system of old gm·crnments ; and 
to establish any mode to abolish war, 
howe1·er a,h·antagcous it might be to 
nations, would be to t akc from such 
government the most lucrati1·c of its 
branches. The frin1lous matters upon 
which war is made shew the dispo
sition and a1·idity of governments ILl 
uphold the syskm of \\'ar, and bet1·ay 
the motin!s upon ll'hich they act. 

In these principles there is nothing 
to throw a nation into confusion by 
inflaming ambition. They are calcu
lated to call forth wisdom and 
abilities, and to exercise them for the 
public good, and not for the emolu
ment or ag-grandisement of particular 
descriptions of men or families. 
Monarchical sm·creignty, the enemy 
of mankind, and the source of misery, 
is abolished ; and the so\"ereignty 
itself is restored to its natural and 
original place, the nation. \\'ere this 
the case thr,\ug-hout Europe, the 
cause of wars II'L'uld he taken a11·ay. 

\Vhy are not republics plung-ed 
into war, but because the nature of 
their g-o1·ernment docs not admit of 
an interest distinct from that of the 
nation? E1·en llolland, I hough an 
ill-constructed republic, and with a 
commerce extenuing- ,n·er the worlu, 
existed nearh· a ee1Ttur\' with<>llt war; 
and the inst~mt the f,;rm l'f gon•rn
mcnt was chang-ed in France the repuh-

1 lican principles <>f peace and domestic 
prosperity and u·conomy arose with 
the new g-ovemment ; and the san1c 
Cllllsequenccs would fllllll\\' the cause 

It is attributed Lo 1-lenn· the Fourth 
of France, a man of e1;larged anu 
benen>lent heart, that he proposed, 
about the year I(>IO, a )'Jan for 
abolishing war in Elimpe : the plan 
consisted in constituting an European 
CongTes,.,, nr as the French authnrs 
stile it, a l'acilic Republic, by appnint
inf..r del"·g-ate~ frlHll the s<.."\'t-•ral n~LI ion~ 
who were to act as a court of arbitra
tion in any disputes that mig·ht arise 
bet ll'een nation and nation. 

Had such a plan hcen adopted at 
the lime it \\'as proposed, the taxes or' 
Englanu and France, as two of the 
parties, would have been at least ten 
millinns sterling annually to each 
nation less tha.n thev were at the 
commencement of the. French re1·olu-
ti.,n. 

Tn concci1·e a cause whv such a 
plan has not been aJ,lpted ·(and that 

in other natiL>ns. 
,\s war is the svslem of g-overn

m,•nt l'n the old "..:onstrucli~m, the 
animnsity which n;ttions reciprocally 
enkrtain is nothing- nwre than what 
the pl>licy ,,(their g-o1·c•rnments excite 
to keep up the spirit of the system. 
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Each government accuses the othct· 
of perfidy, intrig-ue, and ambition, as 
a means of heating th_e imagination of 
their respecti\·e nations, and incensing 
them to hostilities. !\ran is not the 
enemy of man, but through the , 
medium of a false system of govern- : 
mcnt. Instead, therefore, of exclaim
ing against the ambition of Kings, ! 
the exclamation should be directed 
against the principle of such go\·ern- ' 
ments ; and instead of seeking to 
reform the indi,·idual, the ,,·isdom of 
a nation should apply itself to rdorm , 
the system. 

\Vhether the forms and maxims of 
go\·ernmenls which are still in prac
tice _were adapted to the condition of 
the world at the period they were 
established is not in this case the 
question. The older they arc the less 
correspomlence can they Jwve with 
the present state of things. Time, 
and change of circumstances and 
opinions, have the same progTessi,·e 
ctTcct in rendering modes of g-overn
ment obsolete as they ha\·e upon 
customs and manners. Agriculture, 
commerce, manufactures, anu the 
tranquil arts, by which the prosperity 
of nations is best pronh'ted, require a 
diO.crent system L'f gLwcrnment, anu . 
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a diiTerent species of knowledg-e to 
direct its operations, to what might 
have been require<.! in the former con
dition of the world. 

And it is not diOicult to percei,·e, 
from the enlightened state of man
kind, that hereditary go,·ernments 
are verging to their decline, and that 
revolutions on the broad basis of 
nittional so\·ereig-nty and g-o\·ernment 
by representation, arc making tlieir 
way in Europe, it would be an act of 
wisdom to anticipate their approach,
and produce ren1lutions by reason 
and accommodation, rather than 
commit them to the issue of convul
stons. 

From what we now sec, nothing Llf 
reform in the political \\"llrld oug-ht to 
be held improbable. It is an ag-e of 
re\·olutions, in which everything may 
be looked for. The intrigue of 
Courts, by which the s\·stcm of war 
is kept up, may pro\·L,k~ a Clmredera
tion of nations to abolish it ; at~d a 
European Congress to patronize the 
progrl.!ss of free go\·("rnnlent, and 
pr,lnWic the ci\·ilization l~f nations 
with each other, is an c\·ent nearer in 
probability than once \\·ere the rc\·o
lutions and alliance of France and 
America. 



PART II. 

COMBINING PRINCIPLE AND PRACTICE. 

TO l\1. DE LA FAYETTE. 

AFTER an acquaintancu of nearly : 
fifteen vears in difficult situations in ' 
Americ~, and various consultations in 
Europe, I feel a pl~asure in presenting 
to you this small treatisu in gratitude ' 
fLlr YL1Ur scn·ices to nw belcwed 
Amc;·ica, and as a testim~m\· of mv 
est~em for the virtues, pul;lic and 
pri,·ate; which I ktww )"LlU to poss~ss. 

The <mly point upnn which I could 
e\·cr Liisco\·cr that we dilfcred was ' 
not as to principles of g-o,·ernment, 
but as to time. For my own part I 
think it equally as injurious to good 
principles to permit them to linger, as 
to push them on too fast. That 
which you suppose acn1mplishable in 
fourteen or fifteen years I may bclie\·c 
practicable in a much shorter peri<Jll. 
l\1 an kind, as it appears to me, are 
always ripe enough to unLkrstand 
their true interest, pnl\·ided it be 
presL'nkLI clearly to their under
standing-, and that in a mantwr not to 
cr..:atc suspicion by anything- like self
uesign, nor oO'end by assuming too 
much. \\'here we would w.ish to 
rcf,,rm we must not rcpr,lach. 

\\'hen thl' ;\meri..:an rc\·oluti<'ll was 
l'stablish.:d I felt a dispositi<'ll tL1 sit 
serenely Ju,vn anu enj•'Y the calm. It 
did not appear to me that any object 
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could afterwards arise great enough 
to make me quit tranquillity and feel 
as I had felt above. But when prin
ciple, and not place, is the energetic 
cause of action, a man, l find, is. 
e\·erywhere the same. 

I iun now once more in the public 
work!; and as I han~ 11c1t a right to 
contemplate on so many years L'f 
remainin" life as YL'll ha,·c, I ha\·e 
t·esoh·ed ~o labour. as fast as l can ; 
and as I am anxious for vour aid and 
your company, I wish y.;u to hasten 
your principles and o\·ertake me. 

If you make a campaign the ensuing 
spring, \\·hich it is most prLlhabl.:- there 
will be no occasion f,,r, I will CL'Ille 
and join you. Slwulu the· campaig-n 
commence, I hope it will krminate in 
the extinction of (~.:-rman dcspL1tism, 
and in establishing the frc•cd"m ,,f all 
(~crm;ut\·. \\'hen France ~hall hu 
surrounZlcd with revc,luti,,n~ she will 
be in peace and safety, and her taxes, 
as well as thnse of (~ermany, will 
cunseLluenl ly b..:comc less. 

\"our si n..:er.:-, 

Atlecti,,natc Friend, 

THO:\IAS P.\11'\E. 
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PREFACE. 

\VHEN I began the chapter entitled the In his last work, his" Appeal from 
Conclusion in the former part of the tlze new to !ftc old TVhigs," l1e has 
RIGHTS OF l\Lu:, published last year, quoted about ten pages from the 
it was my intention to haYe extended R(~lzts of J1/an, and having given 
it to a g;eater length; but in casting himself the trouble of doing this, says 
the whole matter in my mind which he shall "not attempt in the smallest 
I wish to add, I found that it must! degree to refute them," meaning the 
either make the work too bulky, or 

1 

principles therein contained. I am 
contract my plan too much. I there- enough acquainted with Mr. Burke to 
fore brought it to a ciL)Se as soon as know that he would if he could. But 
the subjec-t would admit, and rcsen·ed ' instead of contesting them, he imme
what I had further to say to another diately after consoles himself with 
opportunity. ' saying that "he has done his part." 

Sc\·eral other reasons contributed He has not done his part. He has 
to produce this determination. I not performed his promise of a com
wished to know the manner in which ' parison of constitutions. l-Ie started 
a work, written in a style of thinking , the contrm·ersy, he git\'C the chal
and expression different from what lengc, and has fled from it; and he is 
had been customary in England, ' now a case in point with his own 
would be recei\·ed before I proceeded · opinion that "the age 1if chh.•al1y t:,
farther. A great fidel was opening gone.':· 
to the ,·iew of mankind by means of The title as well as the substance 
the French Re\·olution. l\ir. Bul'l.-:e's of his last work; his "Appeal," is his 
.:>utrageous opposition thereto brought condemnation. Principles must stand 
the controversy into England. He , on their own merits, and if they are 
attackeu principles which he knew good they certainly will. To put 
(frlJJn information) I would contest them under the f;!1elter of other men's 
with him, because they arc principles authority, as l\lr. Burke has done, 
I believe to be good, anti which I sen·es to bring them into suspicil1n. 
ha\'e contributed to establish, and Mr. Burke is mJt very fon~ of di,·iding 
conceive myself bound to defend. his honours, but in this citse he is 
Had he not urged the contro\·ersy, artfully di,·iding the disgrace. 
I had most pwbably been a silent But who are those to whom Mr. 
man. Burke has made his appeal? A set 

Another reason for deferring the of childish thinkers, and half-way 
remainder of the Wl)rk was, that politicians born in the last century, 
i\Ir. Burke promised in his first men who went no farther with any 
publicatil'n to renew the subject at principle than as it suited their 
another opportunity, and ll' make a purpose as a party ; the nation was 
comparison of \\·hat he called the always left out of the question ; anti 
English and French ccmstitutions. I this has been the character of eYery 
therefore held m\·self in reseJTe fl1r party from that day to this. The 
him. He has p~1blished two works nation sees Jlllthing in' such works, 
since, witlwut ch>ing this: which he or such politics, \\·orthy its attention. 
certainly would 1wt ha\·c omitted, 
had the comparisl11l been in his 
fa your. 

1 11 l)f" in all the current editions.
! I. il. B. 
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c\ little matter will move a party, but 
it must he something great that mo\·es 
a nation. 

Though I see nothing- in l\I r. 
Burke's Appeal worth taking much 
notice of, there is, however, one 
expression upon which I shall offer a 
few remarks. After quoting- largely 
from the Rights o.f ,van, and declining 
to contest the principles contained in 
that work, he says : "This will most 
probably be done Uf suclz 1uritinxs 
~lwll be thought to descr-Jc any o/l1cr 
refutation than that o.f criminaljilslice) 
hy others, who may think with l\lr. 
Burke and with the same zeal." 

In the first place, it has not yet 
he.:n done by anybody. Not less, I 
helic\·e, than eight or ten pamphlets 
intended as answers to the former 
part of the Rights '!f .lfan have been 
published by diiTerent persons, and 
not one of them tL> my knowh:dge has 
extended to a second edition, nor arc 
..:\·en the titles of them so much as 
g-enerally remembered. As I am 
a\·crsc to unnecessarily multiplying 
publications, I have answered none 
t•f them. And as I believe that a man 
may write himsdf out of reputation 
whc-.1 nobody else can do it, I am 
careful to a\·oicl that rock. 

But as I would decline unnecessat·v 
publications on the one hand, s~l 
would I an>id everything that might 
appear like sullen pride on the other. 
If :\Jr. Burke, or any person on his 
,.,ide the question, will produce an 
ans\\·er to the R1:~l1ts '!l .Van that 
.. hall extend to a half, or e\·en to a 
f,,urth part of the number tlf copies tn 
which the Rz:![hls 1!/ J/an extended, I 
will rL·ply tD his \n>rk. But until this 
be done, I shall so far take the sense 
df the public f<>r my guide (and the 
WL'riJ knows I am not a flatterer) 
that what they do nc>t think worth 
while to read, is not worth mine to 
an~wer. I supp,)SC the number of 
n>pics to which the first part of the 
Ni:;/1/s '?f .Van extended, taking
l·:ng-land, Scotland, and lro.c:land, is 

not less than between forty and fifty 
thousand. 

I now come to remark on the 
remaining part of the quotation I 
ha\·e made from Mr. Burke. 

"If," says he, "such writing- shall 
be thought to deserve any other refu
tation than that of criminal justice." 

Pardoning the pun, it must be 
criminal justice indeed that should 
condemn a work as a substitute for 
not being able to refute it. The 
greatest condemnation that could be 
passed upon it would be a refuta
tion. But in proceeding by the 
method 1\Ir. Burke alludes to, the 
condemnation would, in the final 
e\·ent, pass upon the criminality of 
the process and not upon the work, 
and in "this case, I had rather be the 
author, than be either the judge or 
the jury that shou!J condemn it. 

But to come at once h) the point. 
I ha,-e dill"erecl from some prt>fessional 
gentlemen on the subject of prosecu
tions, and I since find they arc falling 
into my opinion, which I will here 
state as fully, but as concisely as I 
can. 

I will first put a case with respect 
to any law, and then compare it 
with a go\·ernment, or with what ll1 

England is, or has been, called a 
constitution. 

It would be an act of desp<'tism, or 
what in Eng-land is called arbitrary 
power, tL> make a law to prohibit 
in\·estigating- the pt·inciplcs, g-L,od or 
bad, on which such a law, or any 
other, is founded. 

If a law be bad it ts one thing to 
L)ppose the practice of it, hut it is 
quite a ditl"erent thing tL> expose its 
errors, to reasL>n L'n its defects, and 
to shew cause why it slh>tdd he 
rcpealeu, or why a;wther ought to 
be substituted in its place. I hm·e 
ahv;•ys hell! it an opinion (making it 
also my practice) that it is better to 
L>hey a bad law, making- usc at the 
same time of c\·ery arg·un-Jcnt to show 
its etTors and prt,cure its repeal, than 
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forcibly to violate it ; because the the\· will not. Mankind are not nCI\1 
precedent of breaking- a bad law to be told they shall not think or they 
might weaken the force, and lead to shall not. read; and publications that 
a discretionary violation of those go no further than to investigate prin
which are good. ciples of government, to invite men to 

The case is the .same with respect reason and to reflect and to shew th~ 
to principles and forms of g-overn- errors and excellencies of different 
ment, or to what arc called constitu- systems, have a right to appear. If 
tions and the parts of which they arc they do not excite attention, they are 
composed. not worth the trouble of a prosecution, 

It is for the good of nations and and if they do the prosecution will 
not for the emolument or aggrandise- amount to nothing, since it cannot 
ment of particular individuals, that amount to a prohibition of reading. 
government ought to be established, This would be a sentence on the 
and that mankind are at the expence public instead of on the author, and 
of supporting it. The defects of every would also be the most effectual moue 
government and constitution, both as of making or hastening revolutions.* 
to principle and form, must on a On all cases that apply universally 
parity of reas,ming, he as open to to a nation with respect to systems of 
discussion as the defects of a law, and g,wernment, a jury of t7oelvc men i~ 
.it is a duty which e\·ery man owes to not competent to decide. \Vher~ 
socidy to point them out. \Vhen there are no witnesses to be examin~d, 
those defects, aml the means of IlL) facts to he pro\·ed, and where th~ 
remedying them, arc g~ncrally seen whole mallcr is before the whole• 
by a nation, that nation will reform public, and the merits or demerits 0f 
its government or its constitution in it resting on their opinion ; and whcr,• 
the one case, as the government there is nothing to be known in a 
repealeu or reformed the law in the court, but what c\·erybody knows out 
other. The operation of go\·ernment of it, any twelve men are equally as 
is restricted to the making and the good a jury as another, and woul,ll 
administering of laws ; but it is to a most probably re\·ersc another s 
nati,,n that the right of forming or \"erdict ; or, from th~ variety of their 
reforming, generating or regenerat- opinions, not he able to form one. It 
ing, con~titutions and g-overnments is one case whether a nation approv~ 
bekH1gs ; and consequently those a work or a plan : but it is quit~ 
subjects, as subject~ Llf investigation, another case whether it will Ct'mmit 
arc always b~f,,rc a country a.1· a to any such jury the power of dcter
ma/kr n.f rt.i;"ltl, anu cannot, without mining whether that nation have a 
invadin;{ the g-cncml rights of that t·ight to or shall reform its g,n-ern
countt·y, he mauc subjects for prose- menl or not. I mention those cas~s 
cutit'n. On this ground I will meet that l\lr. Burke may see 1 ha\·c n,1t 
l\1r. Burke whene\·cr he please. It is \Hitten on go\·ernment without rellcct
bettcr that the wh,,lc argument should , ing on what is Law. as well _as on 
CC"lllll! out than to seck to stille it. It ' what arc Rights. The only eOcctual 
was himsdr that opened the contro- jury in such cases \\·,nt!J he a con,·en
VL'rsy, and he ought not to desert it. jtion or the whole nation fairly el~ct~d; 

I do not bcli~n' that 111cll1archy and 
1

. for in all !-'nch cases. the whole natt~n 
aristocrat:\" will continue seven years is the \·icin;H,:-c. It Mr. Burke Will 

longa in ;IllY ,,r the cnlil.!·htcned ~oun- I propo,..e such· a jury I will \\·aive all 
tries in El~n,pe. If h~tlcr reasons ' pri\·ilq.;cs nf being the citi;-cn _of 
can be !<hew~! flll' then~. 1 han against ,. an_otl~er coun~ry, and~ dcfendtn~ 1ts 
them, they wtll stand ; tf the contrary, pnnctph:s, ab1d>i: the tssuc, prO\ tded 



he will do the same ; for my opinion 
is that his work and his prindples 
wouh.l be condemned instead of 

1 

mine. 1 

As to the prejudices which men 
1 ha,·e from education and habit, in 1 

favour of any particular fl.,rm or 1 

system of go,·ernment, those prcju-
1 

dices ha\·e yet to stand the test of: 
reason and reflection. In fact, such 
prejudices arc nothing. No man is 
prejudiced in fa,·our of a thing know
ing it to be wrong. He is atlached 
to it on the belief of its being right, 
and when he sees it is not so, the 
prejudice will be gone. 'Ve h;n·e but . 
a defective idea of what prejudice is. 
It might be said that until men think 1 

for thcmsch·es the whole is prejudice, I 
and not opinion: for that only is ! 
opinion whi..:h is the result of reason 1

[ 

ami rel1e.:tion. I ofl'er this remark , 
that l\lr. Burke may not conlide too I 
much in what ha\·e been the customary 

1 

prejudices -of the country.* 
I do not belie\·e that the people of 

1 

England han~ e\·er been fairly and 1 

candidly dealt by. They have been 
imposed upon by parties and by men 
assuming the character of leaders. 
It is time that the nation should rise 

Sa 

abo,·e those trifles. It is time to 
dismiss that inattention which has so 
long been the encouraging cause of 
stretching taxation to excess. It is 
time to dismiss all those songs and 
toasts which are calculated to enslave, 
and operate to suO'ocate rcflectic>n. 
On all such subjects men have but to 
think and they will neither act wrong 
nor be misled. To say that any 
people arc not lit for freedom is to 
make po\·erty their choice, and to say 
they had rather be loaded with taxes 
than not. If such a case could be 
proved it would equally pro\·e that 
those who go\·crn arc not fit to go\·crn 
them, for they arc a part of the same 
national mass. 

But admitting governments to be 
changed all over Europe ; it certainly 
may be done without con\·ulsion or 
re\·eng-e. It is not \\'llrth making 
changes or re\·olutions, unless it be 
for some g-reat natic)Jla! benefit: and 
when this shall appear to a nation the 
danger will be as in :\merica anc.l 
France, to those ,,·ho oppose ; · and 
with this rel1ection I close my preface. 

THOl\lAS PAINE. 

Lmmos, .Feb. 9, 1792. 

INTRODUCTION. 

\\'11.\T Archimedes said of the 
mechanical po\\ ers may he applied to 
reason and libertv. •'//{[(/ ~L'I," sa\·s 
lw, "a p!,tre lo sl;wd upon, ~t·c nugltt 
ra isc lite ~~·or/d." 

The rc\·olution of :\merica pre
sented in politics what \nts ,,nly 
theory in mechanics. So deeply 
n'otcd were all the go,·ernments L>f 
the old world, and S<l cll'ectualh· haLl 
the tyranny and the antiquity of 
habit established itself D\·er the mind, ' 
that no beg-inning could be made 

in .\sia, Africa, or Eun,pe, to 
reform the p•>lit ical conditi,,n ,,f man. 
Freed<'lll had been hunted round the 
g-lobe ; reas<ln was considered as 
rebellion; ami the sla\·e•T of fear had 
made men afraid to thin!~. 

But such is the irresistible nature 
of truth that all it asks, anu all it 
wants, i~ the liberty ,,f appC'aring. 
The sun nC"cds no inscription t,, dis
ting-uish him fn,m darkn,•ss; and no 
S<'oner did the American g-o,·crn
menls display themselves tc' the 
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world than despotism felt a shock and 
man began to contemplate redress. 

,The independence of America, con
sidered merely as a separation from 
England, would have been a matter 
of but little importance, had it not 
been accompanied by a ri?Volution in 
the principles and practice of govern
ments. She made a stand, not for 
herself only, but for the world, and 
looked beyond the advantages herself 
could receive. Even the Hessian, 
thoug-h hired to fight against her, 
may live to bless his defeat ; and 
England, condemning the viciousness 
of its go1·ernment, rejoice in its mis
carriage. 

As America was the only spot in 
the political world where the prin
ciple of uni1·ersal reformation could 
beg-in, so also was it the best in the 
natural world. An assemblage of 
circumstances conspired not only to 
gi1·e birth, but to add g-igantic 
maturity to its principles. The scene 
which that country presents to the 
eye of a spectator has something in it 
which generates and encourages great 
ideas. 1\'ature appears to him in 
magnitude. The mighty objects he 
beholds act upon his mind by enlarg
ing it, and he partakes of the great
ness he contemplates. Its first 
settlers were emigrants from dif
ferent Europeannati<Hls, and of diver
sified professions of religion, retiring 
from the g:on~rnmenlal persecuti<>ns 
of the old world, and meeting in the 
new, not as en em ics, but as hrot hers. 
The wants ll"!lich. nece.ssaril?' accL,m- I 
pany the cultt\·atton ol a wtlderness 
produced among them a state of 
society which countries long harassed 
by the quarrels and intrigues of 
go1·ernments had neglected t<> cherish. 
In such a situation man becomes 
what he l>ught. He sees his species, 
not with the inhuman idea of a 
natural enemv, hut as kindred; ami 
the example '~hows to the artificial 
world that: man must go back to 
nature for information. 

From the rapi·J progress which 
America makes in every species of 
improvement, it is rational to con
clude that, if the governments of 
Asia, Africa, and Europe had begun 
on a principle similar to that of 
America, or had not been 1·cry early 
corrupted therefrom, those countries 
must by this time have been in a far 
superior condition to what they are. 
Age after age has passed away, for 
no other purpose than to behold their 
wretchedness. Could we suppose a 
spectator who knew nothing of the 
world, and who was put into it 
merclv to make his observations, he 
would take a great part of the old world 
to be new, just struggling with the 
difficulties and hardships of an infant 
settlement. He could not suppose 
that the hordes of miserable poor with 
which old countries abouud CLndd be 
any other than those who had not yet 
had time to pnn·idc for themselves. 
Little would he think they were the 
consequence of what in suc"h countries 
is called go1·ernment. 

If, from the more wretched parts 
of the old world, we look at those 
which are in an advanced stage of 
improvement, we still lind the greedy 
hand of g<'l"ernmcnl thrusting itself 
into everv corner anll crevice of 
industry, ~nd grasping the spoil of 
the multitude. Invention is continu
ally exercised to furnish new pre
tences for re1·enue and laxation. It 
watches prosperity as its prex, and 
permits none to escape without a 
tribute. 

As re1·olutions ha1·e hegun (and as 
the probability ts always greater 
against a thing heginning than of 
proceeding after it has hegun), it is 
natural to expect that other reVL)lu
tions will follLHL The amazing and 
still increasing ~xpences with which 
old g,n·ernments ar: conducted, the 
nun1c1·ous \vars they Eng-ag-e in or 
pron1ke, the embarrassments they 
throw in the wav of uni1·ersal ci~·ili:'.a
tion and commerce, and the oppression 
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and ustu·pation they practise at 
home, hm·c wearied out the' patience 
and exhausted the property of the 
trorld. In such a situation and with 
the examples already existing, revo- 1

• 

lutions are to be looked for. Thcv : 
arc become subjects of unil·crsal con- ! 
rcrsation, and may be considered as I 
the Order o.f t!tc day.* 

If systems of government can be 
introduced less expencive and more 

1 

productive of general happiness than ! 
\\10sc which have existed, all attempts 
io oppose their progress will in the 
end be fruitless. Reason, like time, 
will make its own way, and prejudice 
will fall in a combat with interest. 
If uni1·ersal peace, civilization, and 
c,nnmercc are e1·cr to be the happy 
1\•t of man, it cannot he accomplished 
but bv a rcvolut ion in the svstcm of 
~,,,·cr~1mcnts. All the nlOJ,larchical 
;.;,n·crnments arc militan·. \Var is 
thc·ir u·aclc, plunder and r~1·enue their 
Clbjccts. \Vhile such gon:rnments 
c,mtinuc, peace has not the absolute 
'~curitv of a dav. \Vhat is the his
lt•ry o( all nwnitrchical governments 
hut a disgustful pic.turc of human 
wretchedness, and the accidental 
r~spitc of a few years' repose? \\'earicd 
•,, ith war, ami tired with human 
hutchery, they sal down to rest, ami 
calkd it pcac<'. This ccrtainh· is not 
lhc n~nditi,ln that heaven i;1tended 
r,,r man ; and if /Ius be monarcln•, 
ll'cll mig·ht monarchy be reckon~d 
;mwng t.hc sins of the.Jews. i 

The rc\·oluti,ms which f,,rmerh· , 
hwk place in the world had nothing 
i:1 them that interested the hulk ,,"f 

1 

rnankind. Thl'l' extcndt'd onh· to a 
'-hangc of pers,;ns ami measur~s. but 
'•••t Llf principles, and l'l'SC ,,r fell 
;unl'ng the common transactions ,,f 
the moment. \Vhat 11·c now J--.clwlcl ' 
nwy not improp<'rly he called a 
·· omnlcr n";•ofution." Conquest and 
tyranny, at some earlier period, dis-

possessed man of his rights, and he 
is now recm·cring them. And as the 
tide of all human affairs has its ehh 
and • flow in directions · contrarv to 
each other, so also is it in ·this. 
Government founded on a moral 
tlicOJy, on a system o.f mu';•crsal pi•acc, 
on /lie z'ndefcasib/c !Jcrcdilal:l' Rig/its o.f 
:1/an, is now revoh·ing from west to 
cast by a stronger impulse than the 
go1·c•·nment of the s1vord revolved 
from east lo west. It interests not 
particular individuals, but nations in 
its progress, and promises a new era 
to the human race. 

The danger to which the success of 
revolutions is most exposed is in 
attempting- them before the prin
ciples on which they proceed, arid the 
ad1·antagcs to result from them, arc 
sullicient II· seen and understood. 
Almost ~verything appertaining to 
the circumstances or a nation, has 
been absorbed ami Cl>nfounded under 
the general 'and mysterious 11·ord 
gm•cnuncnl. Though it a1·oids taking 
to its account the crr<1rs it commits, 
and the mischiefs it occasions, it fails 
not to arrogate to itself whate1·er has 
the appearance of prosperity. ll robs 
industry of its honours, by pcdanticly 
making itself the cause of its effects ; 
and purloins from the general char
acter of man, the merits that apper
tain to him as a st,cial being·. 

It mav therefore he <'f usc in t.hio; 
da1· of ~en,lulions to discriminate be
tw-een those thing-s which arc !he ciTcct 
or g·,n·c·rnment' and those whic:l at·e 
not. This will be best done by taking 
a re1·icw of societ,· and cil'iliznion, 
allll the ctlnSl'qucn~cs resulting the•·e
from, as things distinct fr<'lll what are 
calle-d g,wcrnmcnts. By beginning 
11·ith this im·e;.tig-atiDn, we shall be 
able tL• assign cH.ccts t,, their prtlpcr 
causes and analyze the mass of 
common errors. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OI' SOCIETY A:'>ID CI\"ILISXfiON. 

GREAT part of that order which 
reigns among mankind is not the 
cff.:ct of go\·ernment. It has its 
origin in the principles of society and 
the natural constitution of man. It 
existed prior to government, and 
would exist if the formality of go\·ern
ment was abolished. The mutual 
dependence and reciprocal interest 
which man has upon man, and all the 
parts of civilized community upon 

· each other, create that great chain of 
connection which holds it together. 
The landholder, ·the farmer, the 
manufacturer, the merchant, the 

. tradesman, and e\·ery occupation, 
prospers by the aid which each 
n.'ceivcs from the other, and from the 
whole. Common interest regulates 
their concern,., and f,,rms thci'r law ~ 
and the Ia ws which common usage 
ordains, ha\'e a greater inOuence than 
the laws of government. In fine, 
society pct·forrns for itself almost 
everything which is ascribed to 
go\·ernment. 

_:_______ ________ ___ 
this love [C'r" 

It bcgi ns ;tf'l.._l 
period in life when 
society ceases to act. 
ends ;,,ith our being. 

If we examine with attention int•' 
the composition and constitution ~·' 
man, the diversity of talents •11 

difTerent men for reciprocally acwtt~~ 
modating the wants of each other, h•~ 
propensity to society, and con~.:>~ 
quently to preserve the ad,·antagc"": 
resulting from it, we shall easil_) 
discover that a great part of what •,... 
called go,·ernment is mere impositillll·_ 

Government is no farther neccssar~ 
than to supply the few cases to whicl'~ 
society and civilization arc not Cl'n
,·eniently competent; and instance:-' 
are not wanting to show, that c\·ery
thing which gO\·ernment can usefull) 
add therdo, has been performed l,.:' 
the common consent of society • 
with,,ut go\·ernment. 

F,,r upwards of two years fn,m th•-' 
commettccment of the American \Vat·. 
and to a longer period in se\·eral c• f 
the American States, there were no.., 
established forms of governnient
The old gO\·ernments had beel3 
abolished, and the country was toe> 
much occupied in dcf..:nce "to cmph--.~-
its attention in establishing nc'-'-" 
go,·crnmcnts; yet during this in ten· a 1 
order and harmony were prcsen·cd a_,.; 
inviolate as in any country in Eur''l''"'· 
There is a natural aptness in mat 1. 

and more so in socictv, because it 
cn1braces a greater ,·ari~ty of abilitic!""oo. 
and rcsout-ces, to accnmmodate itsc-11 

To understand the nature and 
quantity of go\·ernment proper for 
man, it is nccessarv to attend to his 
character. As nature created him for 
sc>cial life, she fitted him for the 
slat ion she intended. In all cases she 
made his natural wants greater than 
his indi,·idual powers. No one mau 
is capable, without the aid of soci!o!ty, 
of supplying hi,; ,,wn wants ; and 
tlH>,.;e wants, acting upon e\·ery 
illlli,·idual, impel the wlwle of them 
into society, a,; naturally as gravita
Li")n acts h) a centre. 

! h> whate\'t.~r situation it is in. Th .. • 

But she has i-!"''ne further. She has 
nPl i'nh· fprced man into society hv a 
di,·er,.iiy nf wants which th..: rccipn{cal 
aid of each lllher can supply, but she 
ha.~ implanll'd in hint a ,.;ystem or 
social atl'ecti,,n,, which, lh<lltg'h not j' 

nccl!ssary 1o his existence-, arl! essen
tial to his happiness. There is no 

1 instant formal go\·crnment is ahc>l
ished, society hegins .to act : ;• 
general assl>ciation takes placcc, and 
common interest produces conlllll'll 
security. 

SL' C:tr is it from being true, <is ha,.. 
heen prctendeu, that the aholiti,,n ,,f 
any formal go\·crnment is the di;;s,,
lution ,,f Sl>cid \·, that it acts bv ;1 

c,mt rary impulse, and hrings · t h ... • 
latkr the ch1ser togdher. All that 
part of its org-anization "·hich it ha...I 
commillt:d lo its go\·cnlmetlt,;. 
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1.)\.:Voh-~s ag-ain upon itself, and acts the natural operation of the parts 
1 hroug-h its medium. \:Vh~n men, as upon each other. 
\\.:II from natural instinct as from !\Ian, with respect to all those 
r..:..:iprocal bcno:!1ts, have habituated matters, is more a creature of con
I hcmseh·es to social and civilized life, sist~ncv th~n he is aware, or than 
~here is always enough of its principles govern~nents would wish him to 
11l practice to carry them through any believe. All the great laws of society 
-=hangcs they may find necessary or are laws of nature. Those of trade 
Convenient to make in their g-overn- and commerce, whdher with respect 
fllcnt. In short, man is so naturally to the intercourse of indi\•iduals or of 
't creature of societv that -it is almost nations, arc laws of mutual and recip
irnpossible to put hfm out of it. rocal interests. They are followed 

Fonnal gO\·ernment makes but a and obeyed, because it is the inkrest 
'rnall part of ci\·ilized life ; and when of the parties so to do, and not on 
'-'ven the best that human wisdom can account of any formal laws their 
<..lcvisc is established, it is a thing- go\·ernments may impose or interpose. 
1nore in name and idea than in fact. But how often is the natural 
It is to the great and fundamental propensity to society disturbed or 
Principles of society and civilization-- destroyed by the oper·ations of gon•rn
to the common usage universally con- ment! \Vhcn the latter, instead of 
"ent~d to, and mutually and recipro- being ingraftcd on the principles of 
~lly maintained-to the unceasing the former, assumes to exist for 
cin:ulat ion oC interest, which, passing itself, and acts by partialiti~s ,,f 
through its million channels, in- Jin·our and oppr~ssi,m, it becomes the 
vig-,lrates the whole mass of ci\·ilized cause of the mis.:hicfs it ought to 
rnan- --it is to these things, infinitely pre\·enl. 
nll>rc than to anything- which en•n the If we look ha.:k to the r·i,,ts and 
hcst instituted gm·crnmcnt can per- tumulls which at \·ari<>Us times ha,·c 

~ f,,rm, 1hat the safdy and prosperity happened in Eng-lartd, we shall lind 
r' ••f the indiddual and of th~ \\·hole that tlwy did J1ll1 prL>CeL·d fwm the 

dcpemls. \\ant of a g"O\"L'I"Itlll~nt, but that 
The nwrc perfect ci,-ilizati<'ll is, the g<n·cmm<'nt was itself the gcrll'rat ing 

less o.:casi<m has it f<>r go\·cntmL·nt, cause : instcaJ of cons(>lidating
hccause the more does it regulate it:; society it dh·iJc<l it ; it dcpri\·eJ it ,,f 
own all"airs, and g-o\·crn itself; hut so its natural cohcsi<11l, and cng·,mdcred 
Cl'lllrary is the practi,:c of old go\·cTn- disc,mtcnts and dis,,rders which otlwr
ntenls tn the reason of the case, that ' wise would not ha\·c exislt'tl. In 
th<: cxpcnccs of them increase in the 1 those ass<h:iati,>ns which men pr<>
pn>p<>rti<m lhcy ought to diminish. miscU<Htsly form f<>r th<• purp<>se ,,f 
J t is but few general laws that trade, ,,r ,,f anY c,>ncern in which 
ci\'ilizcd life rcLJUircs, am\ tlwsc ,,f g<n·emment is ·tntally out of the 
.arch common usefulness, that whc•th~r I qucsti,,n, and in which tln•y act 
the\· arc enforced by the f,,rms ,,f 1 merely <111 the principles of S<Kidy, 
g-<n~entrncnts or Ill't, ihc cll"~ct will he! we sc-e how naturalh· the \·ari<>us 
,,·arh· the same. If we c,>nsidcr what part i~s unite ; and this slwws, b,· 
the prin.:iplcs arc that first C<lltdcnse 

1 

n>mparison, that gn\-crnments, so fa·r 
n1en into societ \", and what arc the fr<'lll being always the cause or means 
nwti\·es that regulate their mutua} of l>n\cr, 'ar~ often the destructi<>n of 
i11tcrn>ursc afterwards, we shall lind, it. The ri,,ts ,,r 17Ho had rw <llher 
hy the tirne \Ve arri,·c 11t ,,·hat is 1 sourc~.: than thl• n:n1ains l'f tlh'!'-i(! 

··;died g'<'Ycrnmcnt, that n~·ad\ the 1 prc.:judic.:cs whid1 l11c .. ·,nc.:rnmo:nt 
"'h,,k of the business is perf,,rn;L.d by 1 itself had enc,>uraged. ,., But with 
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respect to England there are also 
other causes. 

Excess and inequality of taxation, 
however disguised in the means, 
never fail .. to appear in their effects. 
As a great mass of the community arc 
thrown thereby into poverty and dis
content, they are constantlv on the 
brink of con{motion ; and deprived, as 
they unfertunatelv arc, of the means of 
information, are ~asily heated to out
rage. Whatever the apparent cause 
of any riots may be, the real one is 
always want of happiness. It sh'cm~s 
that something is wrong in' the system 
of government that injures the felicity 
by which society is to be preserved. 

But as fact is superior to reasoning, 
the instance of Arncrici1 presents itsel!' 
to confirm these obsen·ations. If 
there is a country in the ,,.,,rid where 
concord, accoruing to ..:ommon cal
culation, would be least expected, it 
is .-\mcrica. ;\lack up as it is of 
people from different nations,' accus
tomed to uiff.:-rcnt f,lrms and habits of 
go,·ernrnent, speaking different lan
guages, and nwre different in· their 
modes nf "'''rship, it would appear 
that I h:.! union of such a pc,,plc was 
impracticabl.:- ; hut by the simple 
opera I illll of constructing government 
on the principles ,,f society and the 
rights ,,f man. every uiniculty retires, 

1 That part 4.1f .\nh..'rica which is generally 
called :'\l·w-Eng-land, including Nt!w-IIamp
~~~il·t~, :\Jas~;u·lm.;,t•tl-.., Rhtld~-lsland, and 
ClHllh'L"Iil·ut, jo.; JWOpled chi'-·lly by En~li""'h 
dl•o;Lt:"ndanls. In the state of r\L•w York, 
alwul h;,Jf are Dutdr, th" n·st -English, 
Scotch, arlll Irish. In 2\"cw JersL'y, a mixturl~ 
of En~li:-.h and Dutch, wi1h s,lllll; Sc,,lch and 

1 

lri-.;11. · In Pl•nnsyh·ania, ahuut lHH~-thircl arc [ 
Eng-Ji...,h, arhlllwr (iL'rrnans, and the rc- 1 

rnaiuder Scl1td1 and Irish, with some Swcd~s. 
Thl" State~ hl 1 hl' r.;outhwanl han~ a greater 
pn>p<'rlion of English than the middl.: 

and all the parts are brought int• 
cordial unison. There the poor arc 
not oppressed, the rich are tll'l 

privileged. 'Industry is not mortifi~J 
by the splendid extravagance of ;t 

court rioting at its expence. Their 
taxes are few, because their govern· 
ment is just : and as there.is nothin!,: 
to render them wretched, there i> 
nothing to engender riots and tumults. 

A metaphysical man, like 1\-Jr. 
Burke, would have tortut;ed hi; 
invention to discover how such :t 

,people could be go,·erned. He would 
h:t\·c supposed that some must b~ 
managed by fraud, others by forcr, 
and all by Sl'me contrivance ; that 
genius must be hired to impose upon 
ig-norance, and show and parade ll' 
fascinate the ntlgar. Lost in thr 
abundance of his researches, he WllUid 
have resoh·ed and rc-resolved, anJ 
flnallv o\·crlooked the' plain and cas\· 
road ·that Ia,· directly bcf~1rc him. · 

One of th~ great adntntages of the 
American re,·olution has been, that it 
led to a dlsco\·ery llf the principles, 
anJ laiu open thr impositiDn llf 
governments. All the re\·olutiDns till 
then had been WDrkcd within the 
atmosphere of a court, anu ne,·.:-r ''n 
the great floor of a nation. Thl' 
parties were always of the class ,,f 
courtiers ; and whate\·er was t hl·ir 
rage for reformaticm, they care(ully 
preserved the fraud llf the pro
fession. 

In all cases lhl'Y took care tll 
represent gln·rrnment as a thing 
made up of mysteries, \\·hich Dnly 
themsch·l~S understood ; and they hid 
from the understanding of the naLion 
the only thing that was beneficial to 
know, namely, /hal .![O'i'<'l'llllll'lll 1:,· 
1/ollu'n rr more than" nat/mud assocr'allilll 
tu·tr'n,:/'o/1 till' prr'nnplcs o_/ .l'tJcr'e~l'-

Ha\'ing thus endcan1ured to show 
that the social and cidlizcd state ,,f 
man is capable of performing within 
itself almost c\·crything necessary hr 
its proteclillll and gov.:-rnmcnt, it will 

Stalt·!'., hut in all ,,f thl~lll there is a mixture: 
and hl'sid, . ..., thLl._,~~ ~·rHIIIH'I'llh~d, tl 1cre arc a 
considl'r·ahle number of Fre.,ch, and s~)rne 
few ,,fall I he Eun,Jll'ftrl nati~.111S lying L'll the 
ctmst. Tlr,• llllht rllllllL'rtlu..; rdi!{ii.lUS d .. > 
rllllninat i~.m art_' till~ Pn•shytC'rian~; but IIi.' 
one sect i~ f•.,.tahli~hl'd aho\·~ another, and 
all men arc l'qu.ally citi7.L'Ils. •-- .1 ullwr. 1 h.: pr,,per, on the other hand, t,, take 
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a rc1·iew of the present 0ld g'Cll·crn
ments, ami examine whether thcit· 
principles and prltctice arc con·es
pondent thereto. 

CHAPTER II. 

01' TilE OIHGI:-1 01' TilE PRESENT OLD 

GO\"lii{N~IE!\'TS. 

IT is impossible that such govern
ments as hm·e hithertL) existed in the 
world, would ha1·e commenced ·by any 
other means than a total 1·iolation of 
e1·ery principle, sacred and moral. 
The obscurity in which the· origin of 
all the present old go1·ernmcnts is 
buried, implies the iniquity and 
disg-race with which they began. The 
origin of the present government of 
America and France will e1·er be 
remembered, because it is honourable 
to record it ; but with respect to the 
rest, e1·en nattery has consigned them 
to the tomb of time, without an 
inscription. 

It could ha1·e been no difficult thing 
in the early and SL)Iitary ages ,)r the 
world, while the chief emplc)ymenl of 
men was that of attending Hocks and 1 

herds, f,,r a banditti of ruffians to 
m·errun a country allll lay it under I 
contributions. Their power being 
thus established the chief of the band · 
Clmtd1·ed to J,,se the name of Robber 
in that of i\I,marcli ; and hence the 
origin of l\lonarchy ami Kings. I 

The origin of the gL'I·ernment of'l 
England, so far as relates to what is 
called its line of monarchy, bl.'ing- one I 
of the latest, is perhaps the best 
recorded. The hatred which the 
Norman inYasic'n and tyranny hi.' gat, 
must ha1·e been deeply l'L)Oted in the 
nation, tL) ha1·e outli1·cd the con
tril·ance to obliterate it. Though not 
a courtier will talk ,,f the curfeu-hcll, 
not a 1·illag-e in Eng-land has fnrgotten 
it. 

These hands of rc,bbers h;n·ing 
parcellell out the world, and didded it 

into dominions, began, as is naturally 
the case, to quarrel with each other. 
\Vhat at first was obtained by violence 
was considered by others as. Ia wful to 
be taken, and a second plunderer suc
ceeded the first. They alternately 
-inYaded the dominions which each 
had assigned to himself, and the 
brutality with which they treated 
each other explains the original char
acter of monarchy. It was ruffian 
torturing ruffian. The conqueror 
considered the conquered, not as his 
prisoner, but his property. He _led 
him in triumph rattling in chams, 
and doomed him, at pleasure, to 
slaver\" or death. As time obliterated 
the hi"story of their beginning, their 
successors assumed new appearances, 
to cut off the entail of their disgrace, 
but their principles and objects 
remained the san1e. \\'hal at first 
was plunder, assumed the softer name 
of reYenuc ; and the power L't·iginally 
usurped, they affected to inherit. 

From such beginning of govem
mcnts, what could be l'Xpccted but a 
continued svstem of 1\·ar and extor
tion? It h;is (•slahlished itself into a 
traJe. The vice is not peculiar lL) 
one more than tc' ;uwthcr, but is the 
common principle ,,f all. There d,)es 
not exist within such go1·ernments 
sufficient' stamina whereon tel engraft 
reformatinn ; anll the -;hnrll!st and 
most effectual remel.ly is to begin 
anc\v. 

\Vhat scenes ,,f horror, what per
fcctiL)n ,,f iniquity, present themseh·es 
in contemplating the character ami 
re1·iewing the histc1ry of such go\·ern
ments ! II' ll'c 1\'ould delineate human 
nature with a baseness of heart and 
hy[l<1Crisy llf CcHllltenance that rencc
tiL1n ,,·,ntld shudder at and humanitv 
di""''·n, they arc kings, CL1Urts, an~l 
cabinets that must sit f,,r the pc,rlrait. 
:\Ian, nalurally·as he is, \l·ith all his 

' ;; :\ ... lamina" in till• t•adi .. ·sl cditi ... ..,n .... hut 
altL•rL~d ltl '· sutlil"icnt sta1nina !'in the sev ... ·nth. 
-H. U. B. 
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faults about him, is not up to the mankind. Go\·ernmcnt, on the old 
character. system, is an assumption of power, 

Can we possibly suppose that if f9r the aggrandizernent of itself; on 
governments had originated in a the new a delegation of power for 
right principle, and had not an interest the common benefit of society. The 
in pursuing a wrong one, the world former supports itself by keeping up 
could ha,·e been in the wretched and- a system of war ; the latter promotes 
quarrelsome condition we ha,·e seen a system of peace, as the true means 
it? \Vhat inducement has the farmer, of enriching a nation. The one 
while following the plough, to lay encourages national prejudices; the 
aside his peaceful pursuits, and go other promotes uni\·ersal society, as 
to war with the farmer of another the means of uni\·ersal commerce. 
countrv? or what inducement has The one measures its prosperity by 
the ma~ufacturer? \Vhat is dominion the qt:1antity of revenue it extorts ; 
to them, or to any class of men in a the other pro\·es its excellence by the 
nation? Does it add an acre to any small quantity of taxes it requires. 
man's estate, or raise its value? 1\Ir. Burke has talked of old and 
Arc not wnqucst and defeat each of new whigs. If he can 'amuse himself 
the ~arne pricl', ·and taxes the nc\·er- with childish names and distinctions, 
failing consequence r Though this I shall not interrupt his pleasure. 1 t 
reasoning may be good to a nation, is not to him, but to the Abbe Sieycs, 
it is not so to a gm·ernment. \Var that l address this chapter. I am 
is the Pharo table of go\·ernmcnts, already cngagcd to the latter gcntle
und nations the dupes of the game. man to discuss the subject of mon-

Jf there is anything to wonder at archical go,·ernment ; and as it 
in this miserable scene of go\·ern- naturally occurs in comparing the 
ments mar<! than mig-ht he expected, old and new systems, I make this 
it is tho.! pr,1gress which the peaceful the opportunity of presenting to him 
arts of agriculture, manufacture and 1 my ohscrnttions. 1 shall occasionally 
cornrn<.!rce ha\·c made bl."Jll!ath such a take 1\-lr. Burke in Ill\' wav. 
long ac·cumulating road of discourag-e-/ Though it might- be prO\:ed lhat 
ment and ''PPrL'ssion. It sen·es to the system of go,·ernmcnt now callc'd 
slww that instinct in animals does 1 the NEW is the most ancient in prin
not act "·ith stronger impulse than ciple of all that ha\·e existed, being 
tho.! principles of society and ci\·iliza- founded on the original inherent 
tion ''fl<.!l'atc in man. CnJl'r all dis- Rig·hts of Man; yet, as tyranny and 
courag-cmcnts, he pursues his object, the sword ha\·e suspended the e:-.--crcis<.! 
and yields to nothing but impl>ssi- of those rights fc>r many centuries 
biliti~s. .past, it sen·cs hetter the purpose of 

CII.\PTER III. 

Of' TilE ULJ> A:>;D l"E\\" S\'STE.\IS OF 

l;OVEHXMEXT. 

]\oTJ·II:'-Il; can appear nwrc contra
dictory than the principk:s on \\·hich 
th.: old g-Ll\'l~rnmcnts heg-;m, and lht.: 
C<'Jllliri,,n 1<1 \\·hich ~<Kiely, ci\ ilization I 
anJ c,,mm..:n:e arc c:apahk of carrying I 

distinction to call it the IIL'7i! than to 
claim the right of calling it the old. 

The first gcnl.'ral distinctic>n bel ween 
those two s\·stcms is that the one 
now called u;c (lid is hcrctl/lan•, eithl.'r 
in whole or in part ; and the nc\\. is 
entirely rl'j>rcscnlalh•c. It rejects all 
hercdi tary gm·ernmcn t : 

First, :\s being- an imposition on 
mankind. 

Secondly, As inadequate to the 
purposes fur which gon:rnm<.!nt is 
11CC\..'SSary. 
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\Vith respect to the first of these 
heads-It cannot be proved by what 
rig-ht hereditary government could 
hegin ; neither docs there exist within 
the compass of mortal power a right 
tll establish it. i\Ian has no·authorit:v 
a\·er posterity in matters of persona:! 
right ; anJ, therefore, no man or 
body of men had, or can hm·e, a 
right to set up hereditary govern
ment. \Vere even ourselves to come 
again into existence, instead of being 
succeeded by posterity, we have not 
110\V the right of taking from ourselves 
the rights which would then be ours. 
On what ground, then, do we pretend 
to take them from others? 'i 

i\11 hercuitary go\·ernment is in its 
nature tyranny. ,\n heritable crown, i 
llr an heritable throne, or by what 
other fanciful name such things may I 

he e<tJled, have no other significant I 
t'Xplanatilln than that mankind arc 
heritable property. To inherit a 
g-n\·ernment, is to inherit the people, 
as if they were flocks and herds.' 

\Vith respect to the second head, 
that of being inadequate to the ptn·
poses fLlr which goH•rnment is ncccs
san·, we have nnlv to consider what 
g-o,~ernment essentiallv is, and com
pare it with the cir-cumstances to 
which hereditary succession is subject. 

hereditary monarchical system. It 
is a system of mental lc7'c//ing. It 
indiscriminately admits e\·cry species 
of character to the same aut~10rity. 
Vice and "irtue, ignorance a1;d 
wisdom, in short, every quality, good 
or bad, is put on the same level. 
Kings succeed each other, not as 
rationals, but as animals. It signi
fies not what theii- mental or moral 
characters arc. Can we then he 
surprised at the abject state of the 
human mind in monarchical countries, 
when the government itself is formed 
on such an abject le\·elling system ? 
It had no fixed character. To-dav it 
is one thing ; to-morrow it is so;lle
thing else. It changes with the 
temper of e\·cry succecJing inJiviJual, 
and is subject to all the \·ariet ies of 
each. It is go,·ernment through the 
medium of passilms anJ accidents. 
It appears unJcr all the various 
characters of childlll.Jlld, decrepitude, 
dotage; a thing at nurSL', in leacling
strings, or in crutches. It reH•rscs 
the wholesome order of nature. It 
occasionally puts children· O\'er men, 
and the Cllllccits of nonage o\·er 
wisJom and experience. In short, we 
cannnt CLmcei,·c a more ridiculous 
figure of go\·ernment, than hereditary 
su~cession, in all its cases, presents. 

Could it he made a decree in nature. 
or an edict registen•J in hcaH·n. and 
man could know it, that ,·irtue and 
wisd,>m ,..lwuld ill\-ariahly appertain tn_ 
hereditary succession, the l>hjections 
to it wou-ld be rcnw\·cll; but ,\-hen we 
sec that nature acts a~ if she disowned 

(;overnment -ought to be a thing 
always in full maturity. It ought to 1 

he so const ruct.:d as tel be superior to 
all the ac..:iclc•nts tLl which indiddual 
man is subject ; and, therefore, hen:di
tary successil1I1, by being· su/J;i·d to 
1/icm all, is the most irregular anJ 
imperfect of all the systems of gm·crn
ment. 1 

allll spl1rted with the hereditary 
svstem ; that the mental characters llf 
~~tL·ccs~or~, in all countries, ar~ hl"'1l'\\' 
the a\-cragc l>f human under,..tanding; 
that one is a tl·rant, a11<'thcr an idil't, 
a third insan~. and snme all three 
tngethl'r, it is impl>s,..ible hl attach 
CL'nlidence t,, it, when rcaslln in man 
ha,_ p<H\ cr to act. 

\\'e ha,·c heard the R1:f:l1ls ~~! .1/an 
calleJ a ic<'cllin,f:{ system · but the 
<Jnlv system t,, ~;l;ich 'the ".l,rd 
i<"<';.;il'ng is truly applicable, is the 

1 This wa~ the llrst l:"~fthL• .._•ig-hl parag-raphs 
UJllln which tlu•.\Llnrnl'y-< ~\'llL'I·ai•·L'Ii .. :d in the 
pro'·'-·eding-s :1.gain~t TllllJnas Pain .. · : and it 
wa·;, ther· .. ·Ji.,,-,., omitt,•d fn>m tlh.' ch~.-•ap 
Synll.)ltd··.' .. ·UitiLm published in till' ~amL' 
y.:ar.-11. B. B. 

It is not Ill the .\bh.:· Sieh'S that I 
ne.:d apply this rc·a,..,,nin!,!·-; he has 
already sa\·ed me that trl'Uhlc hy 
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g-i\"ing his own opinion upon the case. 
''If it be asked," savs he, "what is 
my opinion with respect to hereditary 
right, I answer, without hesitation, 
that, in good theorv, an hereditary 
transmission of any· power or office, 
can never accord with the laws of a 
true representation. Hereditaryship 
is, in this sense, as much an attaint 
upon principle, as an outrage upon 
society. But let us," continues he, 
" refer to the history of all electi,·e 
monarchies and principalities : is 
there one in which the electi,·e mode 
1s not worse than the hereditary 
succession ? " 

z\s . to debating on which L; tho.! 
worse of the two, ·it is admitting both 
to be bad : and herein we arc agreed. 
The preference which the Abbe has 
gin~n is a condemnation of the thing 
that he prefers. Such a mode of 
reasoning on such a subject is in- 1 

admissihle, because it finallv amounts 
to an accusati,m upon l'nn:idcnce, as 
if she had left to man no other choice 
with respect to government than 
bet ween two evils, the best of which 
he admits to be ·• an attaint upon 
principle, and an outrage upll11 
soci~t , .. " 

Pas"sing o\·cr for the present all the 
e\·ils and mischiefs which monarchy 
has occasioned in the world, nothini:- i 
can m_ore etrectuall~- p•_-o~·c its useless- f 
ness tn a stat~ ol f'l7'tl .f!O'i'l'YIIII/1'111, 

than making it hereditary. \Vould 
we make any o1llcc hereditary that 1 

required ,,·isdom and abilities to fill 
it!' and where wisdom ami abilities 
arc ·not ncccssarr, sul·h an office, 
whate,·er it may be, is superfluous or ' 
insignilil:ant. * . . f 

llereditary successwn IS a hurlesquc 
upon monarchy. It puts it in the' 
most ridiculous light, by presenting it 
:~s :tnl>flicc w_hichanychild or idint may; 
hll. It requires some tall•nts to he a 
con11non rncchani~; hut 1 o he a king
requires nnh· the animal fi!-:'ure of 
n1an a !'-.Ort.or breathing- aul~lnlalllll. 
This superstition may last a few y(':·rs J 

more, but it cannot long resist the 
awakened reason and interest of men. 

As to !\I r.' 13urkc, he is a stickler 
for monarchy, not altogether as a 
pensioner, if he- is one, which I 
belie,·e, but as a political man. He 
has taken up a contemptible opinion 
of mankind, who, in their turn, arc 
taking up the same of him. He 
considers them as a herd of bci ngs 
that must be gm·crncd by ,fraud, 
effigy, and show ; and an idol would 
be as good a figure of monarchy, with 
him as a man. I will, however, do 
him the justice to say that, with 
respect to America, he has been n~ry 
complimentary. l-Ie always con
tended, at least in my hearing, that 
the people of America were more 
enlightened than those of England, 
or of any country in Europe ; and 
that therefore the imposition of shew 
was not necessary in their go\·ern· 
ments. 

Though the comparison between 
hereditary and clecli,·c monarchy, 
which tl;e Abbe has made, is un
necessary to the case, because the 
representati,·e system rejects both; 
yet, were I to make the comparison, I 
should decide contrary to what he has 
done. · 

The civil wars which ha\·e orlginated 
from contested hereditary claims arc 
more numerous, and have been ntorc 
dreadful, and of longl'r continuance, 
than those which ha,·c been occasioned 
bv electi,m. All the civil wars in 
r.:rance arose fwm the hereditan· 
system; they were either produced h)· 
hereditary claims, or by the imperfec
ti<m of the hereditary form, which 
admits of regencies, or monarchy at 
nurse. \Vith respect to England, its 
history is full of the same misfortunes. 
The C~1n\ests r,,r ;;uccc;;sion between 
the houses of \" <>rk and Lancaster, 
lasted a whole century ; and others t'f 
a similar nature h;n·e· renewed them
s,•h·es since I hat P'-'rind. Those of 
1 i 15 and 1 i 45 \\·,,rc t'f l he same kind. 
The ;;ucccssion war for the ci·o\\·n of 
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Spain embroiled almost half Europe. 
The disturbances in Holland arc 
..:encratcd from the .hercditaryship 

1 

of the Stadtholdcr. A government 1 

calling itself free; with an hereditary 
ollicc, is like a thorn in t;1c flesh, that 1 

produces· a fermentation which en
deavours to discharge it. 

But I might go further, and place 
also foreign wars, of whatc\·cr kind, 
to the same cause. It is by adding 
the c\'il of hereditary succession to 
~bat of monarchy, that a permanent 
family interest is created, whose con
'tant objects are dominion and 
re,·cnuc. Poland, though_ an e\cctin~ 
monarchy, has had fewer wars than 
those w\{ich arc hereditary ; and it is 
the only g-o\·crnmcnt that-has made a 
\'oluntary essay, thoug-h but a small 
pne, to reform the condition of the 
country. 

ll:n·ing- thus g-lanced at a few of 
the defects of the old, or hereditary 
~ysterns of go,·ernmcnt, let us com
pare it with the new, or represcntati\·e 
'\'~tern. 

-The representati,·c s\·stcm takes· 
~odety and ciYilization for its basis; 
nature, reason, and experience for its 
guide. 

Experience, in all ages an-I in all 
countries, has demonstrated that it is 
impossible to coni roul nature in her 
di~tribution of mental powers. She 
;:in~s them as she pleases. \Vhale\·cr 
;, the rule by which she, apparently 
to us, scatters them among mankind, 
that rule remains a secret to man. It 
,,.,·,ttld he as riclicuhnts to attempt tl' 
lix the hcrcditaryship or human beauty 
as df wisdom. \\'hatcn~r wisdom 
wnstitucnth· is, it is like a seedless 
plant; it ,;,ay he rcar,,d when it 
appears, but it cantwt be \·oluntarily 
produced. There is nlways a sulli
cicncy somewhere in the general mass 
pf sPcicty for all purpo~es ; hut with 
respect to the parts of soci,•ty. it is 
Clllllinually ch:uq.~·ing- its plac2. It 
ri . ..;e:-; in llllC to-dav, in another ll1-

lllorrow, and has. most pr,lbably 

visited in rotation e\'cry family of the 
catth, and again withdrawn. 

As this is in the order of nature, 
the order of go\'crnmcnt must neces
sarily follow it, or go,·ernment will, 
as we sec it docs, degenerate into 
ignorance. The hereclitary system, 
therefore, is as repugnant to human 
wisdom as to human rights ; and is 
as absurd as it is unjust. 

As the republic of letters b'rings 
forward the best literary productions, 
by gi,·ing to genius a fair and univers:1l 
chance ; so the representative system 
cf goYcrnment "is calculated to pro
duce ·the wisest laws, by collecting 
wisdom from where it can. be found. 
I smile to myself w!JCn I contemplate 
the ridiculous insignificance into which 
literature and all the sciences would 
sink, were they made hercllitarv; and 
I carry the s:une idea into go,·ern
ments. An hcreditarv g"lH"crnor is as 
inconsistent as an her...:clitarv autllllr. 
I know not whether I Iomer ;1r Euclid 
had sons; but I will ,:l!nture an 
opinion that if they had, and had left 
their works unlinishcd, those sons 
could not ha,·c completed them. 

Do we need a strongCT e\·idence of 
the absurdit\· of hereditary g"ll\·e•·n
llh~nt than is-,.;ecn in the d.;sc~ndants 
of those men, in an\· line of life, who 
once \\·ere fanll>us? · Is there sc·arcdy 
an instance in which there is Jllll a 
total rc\·ersc' l'f the ch;~ractcr :' It 
appears as if thL' tide or mental 
faculties tlo\\·ed as far as it c,ntld in 
L·~rt;tin channels, and then f,,rso,,k its 
n111rse and an'"" in l'lhl'rs. How 
irrational then 1s the hercditarv 
svstcm, which estahlislh's cha1tne(-; 
l;f power, in Cl>mpany with which 
wisdlHll rcfusl'S h1 Ill,,\. ! B\· Cl'll

tinuing this absurdity, man is per
pelu:-tlly in Cclnlradicti,m \\·itb himself; 
he accepts, r,, .. a king, or a chid' 
n1ag-istratc, l'r a h .. 'gislalllr, a pcrs .. ,n 
wlll'l11 he would '"'l elect fL,r a c,,n
stahk·. 

It appears t,, general ohsen·ati,,n 
thal rt.·\-lllutillllS create g·~.:. .. nius and 
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talents; but those events do no more was no other than the common hall,,f 
than bring them forward. There· is the ancients. It signifies the fiwm as 
existing in man a mass of sense lying well as the public principle of the 

'~ -ilt a "dormant state,· anc..l which, unless government.· As tho!>e democracies 
something excites to action, will increased· in population, and the tcr· 
descend to him, in that condition, to ritory· extended, the simple denw· 
the .gra\·e. :\s it is to· the advantacre cratical form became unwicldv anll 
of society that the ·whole of ITs impracticable; and as the syst~m ,,f 
faculties . should he employed, the representation was not known, thr 
constructton of go:·ernment ought to consequence was, they either degenc· 
be such as to bnng- forward by a rated connllsi\·elv into monarchies or 
quiet and regular operation, all that became absorbed into such as then 
extent of capacity which ne\·er fails to existed. Had the system of repr~
appear in revolutions. sentation been then understood, as it 

This cannot take place in the insipid now is, there is no reason to belie\·c 
state of hereditary government, not 

1 

that those forms of government now 
only because it pre\·ents, but because 

1 

called monarchical or aristocratical 
it operates to benumb. \Nhen the would e\·er ha\·e taken place. It was 
minu of a nation is bowed down by i the \\·ant of some method to con
any political superstition in its go\·ern- solidate the parts of society after it 
ment, such as hereditary succession became too populous and too ext~n
is, it l0ses a C<1nsiderahle portion of si\·e for the simple democratical form. 
its pnwers on all other subjects and also the lax and solitarv condition 
and nhjL·cts. 1-l,•reditary succession of shephen.ls and herdsme;1 in other 
requircs the same obedience to ig-no- parts of the world, that afr,,rd,•J 
ranee as to wisdom ; and when once opp<>rtunities to those unnatural 
the mind can bring itself to pay this modes of gO\·ernment to begin. 
indiscriminate re\·crence, it descends :\s it is necessary to clear awav th~ 
below the stature of mental manhood. rubbish of errors into which- th(· 
It is fit to be great only in little subject of go\·ernment has b~cn 
things. It acts a treachery upon thrown, I shall proceed to remark on 
itself, and sttfTocates the sensations some others.* 
that urge t0 detection. It has always be<:n the political 

Though the ancient go\·ernments . craft of courtieL'i and court-go\·~rn-. 
present to us a miserahie picture of; ments to abuse something which 
the condition of man, there is one they called republicanism; but what 
which ahm·c all others exempts itself: republicanism was or is they ne\·,•r 
frnm th~ general description. I mean 1 attempt to explain. l.et us examine 
the d,•rnocracv of Athenians. \Ve ' a little into this casc. 
s,•e 111<'rc to ad.mire, and less to C<'n- ~ The only forms of government arc 
demn, in that great, extraordinary the democratical, the aristocratical, 
people than in anything \\·hich history the monarchical, and what is now 
a fiords.* calleu the representative. 

Mr. Burke is S<l little acquainted \Vhat is called a rtj)/{bhc is not 
with constituent principles of g-,n·ern- any parl/cu{ar Jorm of go\·ernment. 
mcnt, that he confc,unds dcmocrac\· It is wholh· charactcristical of the 
and rcpresentation tog-cth~r. R,•pr.!"- purport, m;;tter or object for which 
sentation was a thing unknown in g-on~rnment ought to he instituted, 
the ancient democracie,.;. In those ami 0n which it is to be cmpl<1yed: 
the mass of the pe<'plc met and RES-I'L"IlT.Il".\, the puhlic atrairs, <'r I he 
enacted laws (grammatically speaking-) public gond; or, literally translated. 
in th•! first person. Simple ucnw<.:racy the publti: thing. It is a word of a 
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~ood original, referring to what ought appertains to e\·ery extent of territory 
to be. the cha-racter and business of and population. And, in the second 
;.:'0\'ernment; and in this sense it place, if they meant anything with 
is naturally opposed to the word respect to form, it was· the simple 
moJwrchy, which has a base 01·iginal democratical form, such as was the 
'ig-nilication. It means arbitrary mode of gO\·ernment in the ancient 
p,n,·er in an indiddual person ; in democracies, in which there was no 
the exercise of which, himself, and representation. The case, therefore, 
not the res-publica, is the object. is not that a republic cannot be exten-

E\·cry goYernment t.hat does not sive, but that it cannot be extensive 
act on tlw principle of a republic, or, on the simple democratical form ; and 
in other words, that does not make the question naturally presents itself, 
the rcs-publt'ca its whole and sole Jl/7wt is the best fonn of go•,ernllu'nl 
object, is not a good go\·ernment. for coJu/uclt'ng the RES-Pl'BLIC\, or tilt• 
Republican ~O\'Ilrnm-ent is no other PUBLIC BUSINEss of a 1wltim, t~/'ter it 
than go,·ernment established and con- becomes too t•xlensh'e and populous jiw 
ductcd for the interest of the public, the simple democratical form? 
as well indi,·iduall\' as collccti\'el\'. It cannot be nf0i1archy, because 
It is not necessariiy connected with monarchy is subject to an objection 
any particular form, but it most of the same amount to which the 
naturally associates with the repre- simp!.- democratical fonn was subject. 
~cntati\·e form, as being best calcu- It is possible that an indi\·idual 
lated to secure the end for which a may lay down a system or principles, 
natioJ) is at the ext'>cnse of supporting on which go\·crnmcnt shall be con
it. stitutionallv established to anv extent 

Various forms of go,·cnuncnt ha\·c of tcrriton-:. This is no ml;rc than 
a!Tected to stile thcmsch·es a republic. an opcrati.on of the mind, acting hy 
Poland calls itself a republic which is its own powers. But the practice 
a11 hereditan· aristocntC\', ·with what is upon tlwse principles, as applying to 
called an ck~tin~·monaJ~chy. Holland the various and numerLlUs circum
calls its..::lf a republic which is c:hicn\' stances of a nation, its agriculture, 
ari,;tocratical, with an her.-ditar)- manufacture, trade, commerce, etc., 
~tadtholdcrship. * But the go\·crn- etc., reljuires a km"dcdge of a dif
m~nt of ;\m.-rica, which is wholly on fcrent kind, :u\d which can be had 
the system of representation, is the onlv frlllll the \·arlllus parts of 
only real republic, in charactn and in soc.iety, It is an assemblage of 
practice, that now exists. Its go\·ern- practi;;al knowledge, whic-h no imli
nwnt ha~ no other object than the \'idual can possess ; aml t11L'rl'f,lrc the 
public .business of the nat i,lll, and munarchical form is as much limited, 
the1·cfore it is properly a republic; : in useful practicL', from the incom
and the Americans hm·e taken care petency of knowledge, as was the 
that TillS, and no other, shall alwa\'s ' democratical f,,rm frLllll the multi
be the object of th.-ir go\·enuncnt, by plicity of 11L'pulation. The on.- degcne
their rejecting e\·erything h.-t·cditary, rat.:s, by extension, into confusion; 
ami establishing gonO>nunent on the the othc1· into ignLlrance aml inca
system of rcpres.:ntati,,n only. pacity, of which all th.: great mon-

Those who ha,·c said that a republic ~ archi.-s arc an e\·idcncc. The mon
is not a formllf gu\·crnment calculated archical form, thl'reforc, could not be 
for countrie" of great extl'nt, mislLlok, a suhstitute fllr tlw democratical, 
in the lir~t place, th,, bus/ness of a bCL~ause it has equal in..:on\·l'nienccs. 
g'<l\'CI'Illlll'llt flH' a form llf g'Ll\·erll- l\Juc·h le~S Cl'llld it \l'hl'll maJe 
111L!Ilt i for the res-publica equally hl·reditary. This is the most eff.:ctual 
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of all forms to preclude knowledge. 
Neither could the high democratical 
mind have voluntarilv vieldcd itself 
to be governed by children and idiots, 
and all the motley· insignificance of 
character which attends such a mere 
animal system, the disgrace and the 
reproach of reason and of man. 

As to the aristocratical form, it has 
the sarhe vices and defects with the 
monarchical, except that the chal1ce 
of abilities is better from the pro
portion of numbers, but there is still 
no security for the right use and 
application of them.' • 

Referring them to the original 
simple democracy, it an·ords the true 
data from which go\·ernment on a 
large scale can begin. It is incapable 
of extension, not fmm its principle, 
\mt from the incom·enience of its 
form ; and monarchy and aristocracy, 
from their incapacity. Retaining, 
then, democracy as the ground, and 
rejecting the corrupt systems of 
nH"lnarchy and aristocracy, the repre
sentati\·e system naturally presents 
itself; remedying at once the defects 
of the simple democracy as to form, 
ami the incapacity of the other two 
with respect to knowledge. 

Simple democracy was socidy 
gon~rning itself without the aid of ' 
senmdary means. By ingrafting 
representation upon democracy, we 
arrive at a system of go,·ernment 
capable of embracing ami confederat
ing all the \·arious interests and e\'el·y 
extent of territ,H·y and population ; 
and that also with ach-antages as 
much superior to hereditary govern
ment, as the republic of letters is 
to hereditarv literature. 

I t.is 011 thi~ svstem that the American 
government is. f,nuH.lcd. It is repre
sentation ingrafted upon democracy. 
It has lixed the fLlrm by a scale 
parallel in all cases to the· extent of 

• For a charai.'tt._-'r of arisllHT<IC\" thl~ rcadc.·1· 

the principle. \Vhat Athens was in 
miniature, America will be in magni
tude. The one was the wonder ol 
the ancient world ; the other is 
becoming the admiration and model' 
of the present. It is the easiest l'l 
all the forms of go\·ernment to b~ 
understood and the most eligible in 
practice, and excludes at once th~ 
ignorance and insecurity of the heredi
tary mode, and the inconvenience l'l 
the simple democracy. 

It is impossible to concei,·e 11 
system of government capable of 
acting o\·er such an extent of terri
tory, and such a circle of interests, 
as is immeuiately prouuced by thl' 
operation of representation. France. 
great and populous as it is, is but a 
spot in the capaciousness of tlw 
system. It is preferable, to simpk 
democracy e\·en in small territories. 
Athens, b)· representation, would ha\'1) 
outrivalleLI her own ~lemocracy. 

That which is called go\·ernment, 
or rather that which we ought to con
ceive government to be, is no more 
than some common centre, in which 
all the parts or society unite. This 
cannot be accomplished by any method 
so conducive to the \·arious interests 
of the community as by the repre,;cn
tati\·e s\·stem. It concentrates the 
knowledge necessary to the int.:!rest 
of the parts, and of the whole. It 
places gon~rnmcnt in a state of con
stant maturity. It is, as has already 
been ohser\·cd, never young-, nc\·l"·r 
old. It is subject neithc1· to nonag.: 
nor dotage. It is nc\·er in the cradle 
nor on crutches. It admits not ,.,fa 
separation between knowledge and 
power, and is superior, as govern
ment alwa\·s ought to be, to all the 
accidents ·of indi,·idual man, and is 
therefore superio1· to what is calkd 
monarchy. 

A nation is not a body, the figur,• 
cf \\·hich is to be represented by the 

j..,. 1·efl~ITt'd h, I Ia• N1:l.{;,l:i of :11;,,, Pa1 t I, • ThL· WlH·ds ··and model" are absent frLliJJ 
p. 6.! . . ·luilwr.~ 1 the moden1 \.·dilions.-H. B. H. 
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human body, but is like a body con
tained within a circle, having a 
common centre in which every radius 
meets ; and that centre is formed by 
representation. To connect represen
tation with what is called monarchy 
is eccentric go\·ernment. Represen
tation is of itself the delegated 
monarchy of a nation, and cannot 
debase itself by dividing it with 
another."' 

1\Ir. Burke has two or three times, 
in his parliamentary speeches, and in 
his publication, made usc of a jingle 
of words that convey no ideas. 
Speaking of government, he says : 
"It is better to have monarchy for 
its basis, and republicanism f~r its 
corrective, than republicanism for its 
basis, and monarchy for its correc
tive." If he means that it is better 
to correct folly with wisdom than 
wisdom with folly, I will no otherwise 
contend with him, than that it would 
be . much better to reject the folly 
cnttrclv. 

But ·what is this thing which 1\Ir. 
Hurke calls monarchy? \Viii he 
explain it? All men can understand 
what representation is; and that it 
must necessarily include a varictv of 
knowledge and. talents. But \~hat 
security is there for the same qualities 
on the part of monarchy? or, when 
this monarchy is a child, where then 
is the wisdom? "Vhat docs it know 
about g-overnment? \Vho then is the 
monarch, or whet·c is the lllL>narchy? 
If it is to be pcrll.,rmed hy rL•g-ency, 
it pro\·t.!s to be a farce. ,\ rcg·cncy is 
a mock species of •·cpublic, and the 
whole of monarch\· desen·cs no better 
d·~scription. It i; a thing- as \·arious 
as imagination can paint. It has 
mll1c of the stable character that 
government oug-ht to possess. E\·~·ry 
succession is a re\·olution, and e\·ct·\· 
rc!,!'cncy a counter-revolution. Th~ 
whole of it is a scene (>f perpl'tual 
C<>Urt cabal and intrigue, of \\ hich , 
:\Jr. fh•rke is himsdf an instan<.:t.!. 1 

To render monarchy consistent with 

government, the next _in succession 
should not be born a chdd, but a man 
at once, and that man a Solomon. 
It is ridiculous that nations are to 
wait and government be interrupteq 
till boys grow to be men. 

\Vhether I have too little sense to 
see, or too much to be imposed upon; 
whether I have too much or too little 
pride, or of anything else, I lea\·e out 
of the q ucstion ; but certain it is, 
that what is called monarchy, always 
appears to me a silly contemptible 
thing. I compare it to something 
kept behind a curtain, about which 
there is a great deal of bustle and 
fuss, and a wonderful air of seeming 
solemnity; but when, by an accident, 
the curtain happens to be opeucd, 
and the company see what it is, they 
burst into laughter. 

In the representative system of 
government, nothing of this can 
happen. Like the nation itseli", it 
possesses a· perpetual stamina, as 
well of body as <>f mind, and presents 
itself on the open thL·atrc of the world 
in a fait· :lnd manlv manner. \Vhat
C\"Cr arc its cxccliencies or defects, 
the\· arc vi~ible to all. It exi~t~ not 
by t"raud and mystery ; it deals 11<>t in 
cant and sophistry ; but inspires a 
language that, passing from heart to 
.heart, is fell and understood. 

\Ve must shut our eyes against 
reason, we must basely degrade our 
understanding, not to sec the folly of 
what is called n1l>narcll\·. l\"aturc is 
orde.-1\· in all her WL>rk~; but this is 
a mo<ie of g·on.!rnmcnt that .:ountcr
acts nature. It turns tht.! progress 
of tht.! human facuJt ies upside dl>Wn. 
It subjL·cts age to be go\·t.!rnt.!d by 
childrL"n, and wisdom bv folly. 

On the contrary, the ·represt.!ntative 
system is ah\·ays paralld with the 
l>rder and immutable laws <>f nature, 
and meets the reason <>f man 111 e\·ery 
part. For example : -· 

In the .-\merkan federal !,!'0\·ern
mcnt, more )'O\\·er is <k•le•rat...!~l tcJ the 
President <lf the l'nitcd States titan 
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to any other indi,·idual member of j and also in England, the expcnce of 
congress. He cannot, therefore, be 1 the ci\·il list only, fL,r the support of 
elected to this office under the age of : one man, is eight times greater than 
thirty-five years. By this time the 1 the whole cxpencc of the federal 
judgment .of man becomes matured, 1 go\•ernment in America. To assign 
imd he has lived long enough to be : a reason for this appears almost 
ac4uainted with man and things, and impossible. The generality of thl! 
the country with him. But on the people of America, especially the 
monarchical plan (exclusive of the poor, arc more able to pay taxes 
numerous chances there are against than the generality of pe.ople either 
e\·ery man born into the world, of in France or England. 
dr:nving a prize in the lottc1·y of But the case is, that the represen
hurnan faculties), the next in succes- tath·e s\·stem diffuses such a body of 
sion, whatever he may be, is put at knowle~lge throughout a nation, on 
the head of a nation, a.nd of a govern- the subject of government, as to 
ment, at the age of eighteen years. explode ig·norancc and preclude "impo
Docs this appear like an act of sit ion. The craft of courts cannot 
wisdom!' Is it consistent with the be acted on that g-round. There is 
proper dig-nit v and the manly character no place for mystery ; nowhere for it 
of a nati~n / \Vhcre is th~ propriety to begin. Those who arc not in the 
of calling such a lad the father of the representation kno\\. as much of th..
people? In all other cases, a person nature of business as those who arc. 
is a minor until the a~e of twenty-one An affectation of mysterious impor
years. Before this period, he is not tancewould there be scouted. Nations 
entrusted with the mana!:!'cment of can han! no secrets ; and the secret~ 
an acre of land, or with the heritable of courts, like those of individuals, 
pmpcrty of a !lock of sheep or an arc alwa\'s their def..:-cts. 
herd of swinl!; but wonderful to tell! In th~ rcprcsentali\·c system, _the 
he may at the ag-e of eig-hteen years reason for e\·erYthing must publicly 
he trusted with a nation. appear. En~ry ·man· is a pn,pr~l.'lor 

That monarchv is all a bubble, a in government, ami considers 1t a 
mere CLHirt artifi~c to procure money, necessary part of his business to 
is evident (at least to me) in e\·ery understand. It concerns his intc>rest, 
character in which it can be ,·iewed. because it alrects his property. H..-
1 t would be impossible, on the rational examines the cost, and compares it 
system of represc>ntati\·c government, with the adnmtages; and abon~ all, 
to make out a bill of expenccs to he docs not adopt the sla\·ish custom 
such an enormous amount as this of followin!,!' \\·hat in other govern
deception admits. Gon:rnment is not mcnts arc ~ailed LEADEI(S. 

of itself a \·cry charg·cable institution. It can onl\' be by blinding the 
The whole cxpcnce of the federal understanding. ,,f man, and making 
g'O\'c'rnment of ,\merica, founded, as him believe that go\-cl·nmcnt is some 
I ha\ c already said, L'n the system of , woll(krful mvst.:riL)US thing, that 
n:pr.:~entation, and ext.:nding over a exccssl\'l' rcv.:nues arc obtainc•tl. 
country nearly tc•n Links as large as l\lonarchy is well-calculated tLl cnsurL' 
England, i~ but six hundred thousand this end. It is the pt,pc:ry ,,f go\·crn
dollar~. or ,,ne hundred and thirty-li\·e mcnt, a thing·· kt•pt up tc) amuse t h.; 
thousand pounds sterling. ignorant and quiet them into taxes. 

I presume that no man in his sober The go\·crnmenl of a free C<?Unlry, 
s<:nse will compnrc the charackr of 1 properly ~peaking-, is not 111 _tlw 
tl_.,. king-s ,,f. Eur,,pe ~\·it~J that of i persons, but in the laws. The cnact1ng 
lic·n<:ral \Va,.hH1g-ton. \ cl 111 France, , of tlwse rccjuires no great expcnce; 
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a1111 wh,:n. t!1ey are· admi•.listered the 1 the declaration of indcpcnd~nce, done 
wlwle ol c•~·JI government 1s .Performed f· the 4tl.1 of ] uly, 1776. hach sta~c 
-the rest IS all court contnvance. acted mdependently of the rest, m 

forming its government ; but the 
same general principle pervades the 
whole. \Vhen the se\·eral state 

CHAPTER IV. governments were formed, they prc
cceded to forw I IJe federal govern-

OF c.ONST!TUTIONS. ment that acts over the whole in all 
TnAT men mean distinct and separate matters which concern the interest of 
things when they speak of constitu- the whole, or which relate to the 
tions and of gm·ernments, is eddent ; intercourse of the se\·eral states with 
or why are those terms distinctly and each other, or with foreign nations. 
'cparately used? A constitution is I will begin with giving an instance 
not the act of a go,·ernment, but of a from one of the state go,·ernments 
(lc0plc constituting a government ; (that of Pennsyh·ania), and then pro
and ·government without a constitu- ceed to the federal g-o\·ernment. * 
lion is power without a right. The state of. Pennsyh·ania, though 

All power exercised over a nation nearly of the same extent of territory 
must have some beginning. It must as England, was then di,·ided into 
~ither be delegated or assumed. only twelve counties. Each of these 
There are no ·other sources. All counties had elected a committee at 
udegated power is trust, and all the commencement of the dispute 
:t~sumed power is usurpation. Time with the English Government; and 
does not alter the nature and quality as the city of Philadelphia, which also 
nf .~ither. had its committee, was the most 

In viewing this subject, the case central for intelligence, it became the 
and circumstances of :\merica present centre of communication to the sen:ral 
lhcmseh·es as in the beginning of a county committees. "'hen it became 
lrorld; ami our enquiry into the necessary to proceed to the formaticm 
origin of government is shortened bv of a go\·ernllll'nt, the Cllllllllittee of 
referring to the facts that ha1·e arise~1 Philadelphia pr,,poseJ a conference of 
in our own dav. \Ve ha,·e no Llcca- all the committees, to be held in that 
~i0n to roam for informatiLm int,, the city, and which met the latter end of 
obscure field of anti4u ity, 1wr hazarJ ] uly, 1 77G. 
ourscln:s upon conjecture. \Ve are Though these CL'Illmittecs had been 
IJrLJught at once to the point ,,f se-eing elected by the pc•ople, thl'y were !llll 
J;'<ll·l'rnment begin, as if we had li\·ed elected expressly f,,r the JHII·p,,se, nclr 
in the beginning of time. The rc•al im·estcd with thl' autlh'rity, ,,ffc,rming· 
~'olulllL', not of histon·, hut of facts. a c,Jnstituti,,n ; and as they could nc1t, 
i, direct~\- before us, ·unmutilated lw cc,nsistenth· with the .\m.;rican ideas 
r,HJl ri\·;u;ce <'r the crmrs of traditi,lli. L,f right, a~stune such a Jl''''·cr, 1 hey 

I will hc·re CLlncisely :-.late the C•'lll-
1 C<ltdd L'nly c,,nfer up,m the malle1·, 

'lJcnccment of the ;\mcrican ronstitu- I and put it int<1 a train of opc•rati,,n, 
lions: by which the ditTerence bet\\·een : The C<'nferces, thercf,,rc, did 1111 more 
con~t!tutions and governments will 

1 
than state the case, <.llld recommenJ 

IUfilcJently appear. 1 t,, the se1·eral c,,unt1es t,, elect six 
It may not be impr,,per to remind 

1 

rcpr.:sc·JJtatii·L'S f,,r each CLllllltY, hl 
111e reader that the l" nited States meet in n>n1enl i,,n at l'hilacl..:fphia, 
\If ,\merica C<ln:-.ist L>f thirkc•n' With )Jcl\\'('I'S l<l f<ll"lll a CllllStituti,lil, 
.,·parate states, each ,,f which estah- I and prop•>sc it fur public conside,·,;.
lhhed a g-o\·ernment fur itself, after , tion. 

E 
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This convention, of which Benjamin 
Franklin was president, ha1·ing met 
and deliberated, and agreed upon a 
constitution, they next ordered it to 
be published, not as a thing estab
lished, but for the consideration of 
the whole people, their approbation 
or rejection, and then adjourned to a 
stated time. vVhcn the Lime of 
adjournment was expired, the con
vention re-assembled, and as the 
general opinion of the people in 
approbation of it was then knqwn, 
the constitution 11·as signed, scaled, 
and proclaimed, on the aut!Jori~p of 
the pcop1e, and the original instrument 
deposited as a public record. The 
convention then appohlted a day for 
the general election of the represen
tatives who were to compose the 
government, and the time it. should 
commence ; and having done this 
they dissoh·ed, and returned to their 
several homes and occupations. 

In this constitution were laid down, 
first, a declaratiLlll of rights ; then 
followed the form which the govern
ment should ha1·e, ami the powers 
which it slwuld possess · the authority 
of the courts of judicature and of 
juries -the manner in which elections 
·slwuld be conducted, and the propor
ti<lll of representati1·es to the number 
of electors ~the time which each suc
ceeding assembly should continue, 
which was one year---the mode of 
le1·ying, and the ·accounting for the ' 
expenditure, of public money -of I 
app,,inting public l'flicers, etc., etc. 

a convention should be elected for lh~ 
express purpose of revising the con
stitution and making alterations, 
additions or abolitions therein, if anv 
such should be found necessary. · 

'Here we sec a regular process~a 
government issuing out of a constitu
tion, r,,rmed by the people in their 
original character; and that constitu
tion serving not only as an authority, 
but as a law of controul to the govern
ment. It was the political bible of 
the stale. Scarcely a family was 
without it. E1·ery member of th,• 
gO\·ernment had a copy ; and nothing
was more· common when any debat~ 
arose on the principle of a bill, or on 
the extent of any species of authority, 
than for the members to take th~ 
printed constitution out of their pock~! 
and read the chapter with which such 
matter in debate was connected. 

Having thus given an instance 
from one of the states, I will show 
the proceedings by wl]ich the fed~ral 
constitution of the United Stales 
arose and was formed. 

C ,mgn:ss, at its first two meetings, 
in September, '774• and May, •77.~. 
was twthing more than a dcputati<'n 
from the legislatures of the scn·ral 
provinces, afkrwards states; and had 
1w other authoritv than what. arose 
from common ~onsent, and thL' 
necessity of its acting as a puhlk 
bndy. In c1·erything which related 
to the internal .affairs of America, 
congress went no further than to i;;su,• 
recommendations to the se1·era; 

~"artie!.: of this c,mstitution CLlllld 
be altered or infringed at the dis
ct·etion ,,f 1 he gL11·crnment that was 
to ensue. It was to the g"lwernment 
a law. But as it ll"l'tdd ha1·e been 
unwi~e tn preclu~k the benefit of 

1

· 

cxpcnencc, and 111 orJ-.:.•r also h1 I 

prevent the accumulation of errot·s, ' 
if anv should he f,nll1d, and t'' r•·e
scn·e' a unison of gonnnment with 
the circumstance!-( of the state tel all 
tim.:s, the cunst.ituliclll p•·,l\·idc:d that 
at the expiration.,;· c:1·.:ry "e1·en years, 

provincial assemblies, wlw at dis
creti,ln ad,lplL·d them or not. Nothing 
on the part of congress was com-

' pulsi1·e; yd in this situation, it was 
m<,re faithfulh· and affectionatdy 
obevcd than w:.Ls an1· go1·ernment in 
Eu,:ope. This inst:~nce, like that ,,r 
the national asscmbh· of Franc·c, 
su(n,ci.:nth· she11·s, that the strength 
,,f govc·rr"uncnt. docs not ·consi,;t. ,,f 

! anything 7i•it/Jin itself, but in the 
attachment nf a nation, and the 
intere;;t which the people feel in 
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~upporting i_t. \'Vhcn this is lost Government is not a trade which 
government is but a child in power, any man, or any body of mel1, has a 
and though like the old government right to set up and exercise for his 
of France it may harass indi,·iduals own emolument, but is altogether a 
for a while, it but facilitates its own trust in right of those by whom the 
fall.* trust is delegated, and by whom it is 

After the declaration of indepen- always resumable. It has of itself no 
dencc it became consistent with the rights ; they arc altogether duties: 
principle on which reprcsentati,·e Hm·ing thus gi,·en two instances of 
government is founded, that the the original formation of a constitu
authority of congress should be de- tion, I will shew the manner in which 
fined and established. \Vhether that both have been changed since their 
authoritv should be more or less than first establi~hment. 
congres~thendiscretionarilyexercised, The powers vested in the go,·ern
was not the question. It was merely ments of the se\·eral states, by the 
the r<!ctitude of the measure. state constitutions, were found "upon 

For this purpose, the act calied the experience to be too great, and those 
act of confederation (which was a sort vested in the federal gm·crnment by 
of imperfect federal constitution) was the act of confederation, too little. 
proposed, and after long deliberation The defect was not in the principle 
was concluded in the year Ii8I. It but in the distt·ibution of power. 
was not the act of congress, because Numerous publications, in pam
it is repugnant to the principles of phlets and in newspapers, appeared 
represcntati,·e go,·ernment that a on the propriety and necessity of new 
body should gi,·e power to itself. modelling the federal go,·crnment. 
Congress first informed the se\·eral After some time of public discussion, 
staks of the powers which it CLHl- carrieu on thrL'ugh the channel of the 
cei\·ed were necessary to be inn!sted press, and in con\·ersati,,ns, the slate 
in the union, tL' enal;le it to perfnrm of \'irginia, experiencing ~omc innm
the duties and sen·ices requirecl from , Ycnience with t·espect to commerce, 
it; and the states se\·erall\" ag-reed proposed holding- a continental con
with each nther, anti concentrat"cd in ference ; in consequence of ,,·hkh, a 
cong-ress tho,;,, powers. deputation from fin) or six of the 

It may not be improper to obsen·e state assemblies met at Annap,,lis, in 
that in both those instances (the one :'llaryland, 178h. This meeting, not 
of Penn;,yh·al1ia, and the othet· of the ' concei,·ing- itsL•lf suiiiciently auth,,
Cniled Stales) there is no such thing-

1 

t·ized t,, g"•' int,, the husinL·ss ,,f a 
a,; an idea of a compact between the ' r~:form, did 110 mnre than stall' thcit· 
Jll'<'ple 011 one side and the gn\·ern- general L'pini,,ns ,,f the prnpriety of 
ment on the other. The compact was the measure, and recnmmend that a 
that of the people with ead1 other to con\·L·nti,,n ,,[all the states slll'lald be 
produce and cnnsl itute a g"Ll\·ernmL•nt. held the yt•ar f,,ll,n,·ing-. 
To suppose that any g"<l\-L'rnnh•nt cut The L"<ln\"L'nli<m met at Philadelphia 
he a party in a compact \\·ith the in I\lay, 1787, ,,( which (;eneral 
whole peuple is t,, suppose it t,, han• \\"ashing·ton was elected prL•sident. 
exi,;tence bcfDre it can ha,-e a rig-ht tn l--Ie was nL't at that time c.mnccted 
.:xist. The onl\" instance in wi1ich a \\·ith any of the state g-,,\"ernmcnts, or 
compact can tai.-e place between tlw \\·ith l"L'ngress. lie de\i,·cred up his 
J'e<lple and those who exercise the Cllllllllission \dwn the war <'ntkd, and 
g<n·c·t·nmenl is that the JlC<'plc "hall sine,• then had li,·cd a prinlle citizen. 
pay them \\"hile LhL·\· L·hons<: t,, L'mrh'Y Th" L"<'n\-L'ttlion went deeply inl,, :dl 
th<:m. . · th\! sul,jel"l,;; and h:l\·ing·. afkr a 
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varict\· of debate and in\"estigation, 
agrceCI among themsel\".cs upon the 
s<·,·eral parts of a federal constitution; 
the next question was, the manner of 
giving it authority and practice. 

For this purpose they did not, like 
a cabal of courtiers, send for a Dutch 
Stadtholder, or a German Elector; 
hut they referred the whol<! matter to 
the sense anll interests of the 
counti·y. • 

They first directed that the pro
posed constitution should be pub
lished. Secondly, that each state 
should elect a cOil\"ention expressly 
for the purpose of taking it into 
Cl'nsideration, and of ratifying or 
rejecting it ; and that as soon as the 
approbation and ratification of any 
nine st:ites should be given, that 
those states should PfOceed to the 
election ofthci1· proportion of members 
to the new federal go,·ernment ; and 
that the operation of it should then 
begin, and the federal gm·ernment 
cease. 

The sc\·eral sLttes proceed.:-d ac
conling-ly to elect their con\·cntions. 
S<'nll.: Llf those conn.:ntions ratified 
the constitution hv n:-n· larg_e 
maj,,riti<.•s, and twc' "or thr~e unam
lllL'Uslv. In others there were much 
Ll..:-hat~ and division or opinioi1. In 
thi! :\lassachusetts CLmvcntion, which 
met at g,,stcm, the maj,,rity was not 
aho,·e nineteen or twentv in about 
three hundr.,d members ; but such is 
the nature Df reprcsentatin.: goven)
mcnt, that it quietly decides all 
matkrs hy majority. After the de
hate in the \Ja,;•.achusclts cc,ln·ention 
was cl,lscd, and the yotc taken, the 
t'bjc'cting-mc·mbers rnsc and declared: 
" Tlwt thou_f:h tl11y fwd ar![uctl and 
7•oll'd ".!fflins! it bt'nruse t·erlain paris 
appcan·t! to !111'11/. in rr dtjf;orcnl ;,:!.!hi to 
~o/w! 111<:1' appeared lo other 1111'1/lbcrs; 

--- · (rn•our 
yet .. as tire "<'Ole !tad decided til 1 tlrcv 
of /Ire constitution as proposer '·tr"c·tt.! 
· . . -~>rtl' should gl've tl llze same r .1 • • 
support as if 1/u'Y lzad •ZJotcd Jor; ··on-

As soon as nine states )l;J. · 1 "the 
cur red (and the rest followed 

11
.1 'd) 

d I . . efec c , 
or er t 1e1r conventiOnS were .-.-oven1-
thc old fabric of the federal he new 
ment was taken down, and 1 . ,.1011 
erected of which General VVash 111g t 
.. 'd I l" I Jcanno 1s pres1 ent. n t 11s p ace •tml 
help remarking that the characters:dli
serviccs of this gentleman arc k"ngs 
cient to put all those men called ·'·i~g 
to shame. \Vhilc they are rcc_en 

f man
from the sweat and labours 0 _1 ich 
kim! a prodig-ality of pay, to '\~ •ir 
neither their abilities nor 

1
c. 

services can entitle them, he ,
1
s 

I . . . I ·s po\\ c:r, 
ren( ~nng· c\'ery ~cr\·tcc 111 11 d 
and refusing- e1·er'• pecunia1·y re,,·a~ · 

• J dcr-111-
1-le accepted no pay as com man "dent 
chief; he accepts none as presl 
of the United States. . 

1
· , 11 . utu 1c Alter the new federal cons 1 was established, the state of Penns)"~ 

• • • 1 p·trts ol va111a, concc1nng t 1at some • b ·' 
its own constitution required to l ~ 
altered, elected a clln\·ention fl,r ~ 101 _ 
purpose. The propnsed alterall"ns 

. I 1, con-were publ!,.,hed, and t 1c peop ': , 1 curring- therein, thev were estahhsh~L · 
In forming- the'"~ constitutions, l~r 

in altering- tl;em, li_ttle or no inc011 1·enl
cncc took place. The oruinary cour('e 
of things was n,,t interrupted, and 1 ~c 
ath·antag-es ha ,.e been much. It IS 

alwa1·s the interest of a far greater 
numl;er of pc<'plc in a natil'll to ha~·e 
thin!.!"s right than Ill let them renW 111 

\\T(.,.;lg"i ·and when public matters a~e 
npen tn dcbate, and the pul7hc 
judgn1ent free, it. \\·ill not d':'CJdc 
wrong, unless it deciJ.:s too h;tstd~·· 

' Thi'"' and tlh.' tw~-, pr·c.~cc.~ding- par;tg-ral_,h ... 
f._,rmc.·d tllc.· "'c.~, . .-c.lJt..l p;u·t ,,f tl•~-~ infc.u·m.&lhH1 
a...:ain-,1 J';tilh' · hut it wa.., onh· lhuught 
nc.·ces..,;aT·v lc.J n;11i1 1he final OllL.: · f1·um the 
SyllllHH.lS editic.)n, -1-1. U. l:J. 

In the twD instances of changtng" 
the constitul i,,ns, the go\·en1mcnt s 
then in being w,•re nc't a<.:t,,rs. either 
\\ av. (io\·enun..:nt has nc' ng·ht to 
ma.kc itsc:lf a party in any debate_ 
respccting the principles or n~od7s ol 

1 fonning·, Lll" ._.,r ch:-ttlg·int.:·, c .. .,n~ltluttons. 
It is not for the benefit or those who 
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that ~e the powers of go\"ernment 1 go,·crnment, and has a natural ability 
~lent!:i ~llstitutions, and the go,·crn- I so to do. The final controuling power, 
hsh~ct. •ssuing from them, arc es~ab- ·: therefore, and the original constituting 
uf Jl.tq .,.. In all those _matters ~he nght power, arc one and the san.le power. 
who g,,lg and actmg arc 111 those Dr. Johnson could not have ad
reccivPa.y, and not in those who vanccd such a position in any country 

A c c. where there was a constitution; and 
nati 01~ 11 Stitution is the property of a he is himself an c,·idence that no such 
the Ro '. <tnd not of those who ~xcr.cise thing as a constituti,m exists in 
of 1\r \·crnment. All the constltutrons England. But it may be put as a 
lishcql'lcrica are declared to be cstab- question, not improper· to be in
In J;- 0 n the authority of the people. ,·estigated, That if a constitution 
instc,~~llcc, the word n'ation is used does not exist how came the idea of 
.:ascs . of the people; bu~ in both its existence so g-enerally established.* 
.:~dc,1 ;t constitution is a thmg ante- In order to decide this question, it 
dtslin to the «overnment, and alwa\"s is necessary to consider a constitution 

I 11 c~ lheref7-mn. · in both its cases :-First, as creating 
percc· ~llglaml it is not difficult to a gm·ernment and gi,·ing it powers. 
stitut~\'c that e\·erything has a con- Secondly, as reg-ulating and restrain-

ron · E · I · ~_oci~tv . • except. th_e natiOn.. · ,·er·y mg t 1e powers so gl\·en. 
lrshcu- fi.tnct assocratron that rs estab- If we beg-in ,,·ith \Villiam of. 
0rigi 11 ,

11 
r~t ~greed 1 ~rpon ~11 !Himbrer of Normandy, \\'e lind that the g·o,·ern

whi..:l _•lrtrcles, l rgestec rnto ll11'111, ment of England was originally a 
app0 -

1 arc its constitutillll. It then . tyranny, founded ''n an irn·;:si<lll and 
anL( _'lltec\ its ,,fficers, wllLlse powers conquest ,,f the country. This being 
cons~l.Uth,,rities arc Jescribcd in that admitted, it will then appear that the 
tha~ lltr~io~t, and the go,·ernment of exertion of the natic1n at dilrerent 
officc~-~crcty then commenced. Those periods to abate that tyranny and 
callel]' • by whate\'er name th.:-y ar·e render it less intolerable, ha~ been 
alter ' ha,·e no authority t,, add to, credited for a constitution. 
It i,./ or· abridge the original articks. 1\Iagna Charta, as it was called (it 
that 

1
f!11y to the constituting power is no'~ like an almanack of the same 

I , lis ri•rht belc1n<TS. dati!·), was no more than cornpellin.!T ·ro1 ~ ~ .,. 
the dil;1, the want. ,,f underst:_llldi.ng I he g,n·ernment to rcnounc·c• a part of 
and '-'renee between a c,mstrtutr,,n its assumptions. It did nnl create 
a11 ~ .R'O\'ernment, Dr. J ''lllls0n anu and gi\'e (XH\'ei'S to g,n-ernrncnt. in the 
·t(,, .. '' rtters of his descripticm ha\'e manner· a constitnti,,n does; hut was, 
' ' 1"s I 'ld -' I I r . ,·ou!J. · 1 ewr creu t 1cmsc ,-es. They as rar as rt went, ,,f the natur·c• ,,r a 

llot but percei,·e that there must re-conquest, and rwt a Cllllstituti,,n ; neccss·t -1 . • 
cxisti'' rr Y be a crmtroullflg i'''wer ' f,,r could the natiDII haYe t,,tally 
I]. . ng some\\'here, and the\' placed expelled the uslll·pation as Fr·ancc• has 

lis 11
.1 the discretion of the. pcrs<'IIS d,me its desp,,tism, it w,,uld then ha\·c 

~xc..-.crsing- the go\·ernment, instead nf I had a Cl'nslitulion t,, f'c,rm. 
plactno· ·1 · · . . - I 

11 • "'· • rn a constrtutwn l,,rmcd by 1 The' histc,ry ~,f the Ed"·ards ami 
.h.: r~atrnn. \\'hen it is in a C<11lstilu-

lron It h I I . . . j . · as tl.! nalwrt '''r rts suppnrt, 
'111 d the• natural and the l'''litical 

I This and th~~ tlan·c r~.)lll,.)\\'illg" parag-r;tphs 
f,.ll'llll'd l(h._• I hu·d (l.ill'f nf tht.' .-\t hll'lll'\"· 

l-;l'lh'l"aJ".,. illfllrJH;llioll, and arc 01\liltl'd fr,.;m 
th~o.· Sym~,nd-.: t..•diti,,n with this l.'Xplanation: 
" ll~.·rc,• J~,.,ll~,.,,,. tH1 pag"t' _.:;.! of th ... · ot-il,!"ina1 
t•dit hlll fl'lll" p;u-:l~Taph~, rn:rkin~- :;bout 
t•i.t.:.IJh•l'll liTh'~ llf IIJl• SiiiiiL' do.l ... l' p1··iuli11g a .... 
in thi ... ~.·ditillll, Tlh'\' ar·,. a nlntinu;lti ... lll ~,.lf 

•·ontr·· 1· 
1 

l'U •ng: p .. n,·ct·s ar·c tou·ct hL·r. ·rhc 
a\vs \\"hiL·h arL· cnacLL'(.{"" hv o'l'l\'l'l"ll

n~cnts ~-ontrlHd 1n .. --n ~'llh: ,:: indi
,.rduals. hut the nati<lll, t.hn'u .. ·h its 
constitutiL,n, C<'ntroub the ~' lwlc 

1 the arg·urnent whidi :-~lhl\\'~ the.! 111:\lliWI- in 
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the Henries, and up to the commence
ment of the Stuarts, exhibits as many 
instances of tyranny as could be acted 
within the limits to which the nation 
had restricted it. The Stuarts 
endea\·oured to pass those limits, and 
their fate is well known. In all those 
instances we sec nothing of a con
stitution, but only of restrictions on 
assumed power. 

was a thing that made itself, and then 
made the authority by which it acteu. 
A few persons got together, and 
called themselves by that name. 
Several of them had never been 
elected, and none of them for "the 
purpose. 

After this, another \Villiam, de
scended from the same stock, and 
claiming from the same origin, gained 
possession; and of the two e,·ils, 
James and H'il/iam, the nation pre
ferred what it thought the least ; 
since, from circumstances, it must I 
take one. The act, called the Bill of i 
Rights, comes here into ,·icw. \Vhat 
is it but a bargain which the parts of ' 
the go,·ernment made with each other I 
to divide powers, prolits, and priYi
leges? You shall hm·e so much, and 
I will ha\·e the rest ; ami with respect 
to the nati0n, it said, for J'OIIr share 
YOU shall lur;.•c the right of pctitionin.![. 
This being the case, the Bill of 
Rights is more properly the bill of 
wrongs and of insult. As to what is 
called the com·cntion parliament, it 

From the time of \Villiam a species 
of government arose, issuing out of 
this coalition Bill of Rights ; and .mort• 
so since the corruption introduced at 
the Hanover succession, by the agency 
of vValpole, that can be described by 
no other name than a despotic legisla
tion. Though the parts may embarrass 
each"othcr, the whole has no bounds: 
and the only right it acknowledges 
out of itself is the right of petitioning-. 
\Vhcrc then is the constituti0n eithL'r 
that gi,·es or restrains power? 

It is not because a part of th,• 
go,·crnmcnt is electi\·c, that make~ it 
less a despotism, if-· the persons s~' 
elected possess afterwards, as a 
parliament, unlimited ·powers. Elec
tion in this case becomes separated 
from representation. antj,. the ~an
didates arc candidates for de~pollsm. 

which rc~t riel ions upon power l>rig-iw.LIIy 
a..;~llllW'd, ha\'t' ht~f'n mi~t;IIH-"11 for a cotlJIIIIItn-
1 iun. But as t husc.~ parag-raphs arc put in I o 
the infonnatil.m, and will puhlidy appL"ar 
with the pleading-s thereon, when_ the 
prosf.~cut ion shall be brought to an ISSth.~, 

tlwy are not verbally _recit.cd hen•, o.:xcept 
the first of them wluch 1s addt'd 111 lhc 
annPXL!'<l note, for the purpose nf ~hcwing
thl.· spirit of tlu." prosecuting party, and the 
sort of maller which has hPell selected from 
the work ft,r prt>secutiou. :-i. B.-Tl.tc whole 
of the !iC\·eral paragraphs taken lrorn lhL~ 
worli: for t hi., purpose thJL'S not amt~unt t.o 
two pag:-es of the SaJllC rrinting .aS I~ ~hiS 
edit inn, and where they occur in the ongtnal 
cUition tlh.'V will he noticed in this." :\Iter 
r~citing- th~ llr"tl paragraph in a tll'Le, Pa_inc
continues: '· Qul'I'Y: Dt'L'S the pnJsecutm~ I 
party mean If' d,·ny that in!-ol<LtHTS of tyra_nn~ 
were al'tL·d hv tht~ Edwards and llcnrw~. 
[)oL .. S he nll';lll to dcnv tlial til(• Stuarts 
cndeaVtlltn•d ILl pa . ..,s t.ht• limit~ which LhL· 
nat inn had pn~scribed 't Dt,es he ~wan lu 

1 
prove it libellous in any pt•r.iOll t"-' ~ay thaL 
they did·~·· 

I cannot belie\·e that any nation, 
reasoning on its own right, \\·~1uld 
ha,·e thought of calling these _thn~g-~· 
11 const/lu//on, if the cry nf COII~tttuiiDIJ 
had nul bcl"ll s.:l up hy the gt"·ern
mcnt. It has !.:"Ot inlt' circulatit'n like 
the words bo~c aml quia, by bei~1g 
chalked up in the speeches of I'arha
ment, as those words were on windtl\1"
shuttcrs and door-posts; hut \\·haten•r 
the etmstitution mav he 'in other 
respects, it has undm;btedly been t!J,
mosl producth.•c machine t!f taxatu:11 
tlwt 71•as L"i•Cr in7•cnlcd. The taJieS 111 

France, under the new Cl111Stitulion. 
arc 11t1t quite thirteen shillings per 
head,' and the taxes in England. 

1 Til"-~ w!h.lll• a1nnunl of the asses-;cd tax~.·-. 
l,f Franc~.·, f,,r th~.._• pn•s~.._·nt year, is tllrc,· 
lnmdn·d milliLlllS of li\TC~. which is lWl'h-l' 

lllilliollS anJ a la:tlf ... tcding: ~and llll· 
iaH·idenlal t;IXl'S are l~slimat~.._·d al llir~.._•,. 
milli~.._ms, mali.ing- ill l he wlwlc (iftt:l~ll millilllh 
and a hall'; which, a1nong t went) -fl'Ur 
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under what is called its present con
stitution, arc forty-eight shillings and 
sixpence per head-men, women, and 
children-amounting to ncady se\·cn- 1 

teen millions sterling-, besides the 
l'Xpcnccs of collecting, which arc 
upwards of a million more. · 

In a country like England, where 
the whole of the ci\·il goven11nent is 
,·xccuted by the people of e\·ery town 
and county by means of parish oflicers, 
magistrates, quarterly sessions, juries, 
and assize, without any trouble to 
what is called the government or· any 
other expence to the re~·enuc than the 
"alary of the judges, it "i"s astonishing 
how such a mass of taxes can be 
employed. Not even the internal 
defence of the country is paid out of 
1 he re\·enue. On all occasions, 
whether real or contri ,-eel, recourse is 
colltinuallv had to ne\v loans and new 
taxes. No wondcr1 then, that a 
machine of government so advan
tag-eous to the ach·ocates of a court 
slwuld be so triumphantly extc,Jled. 
:\'o wonder, that St. James' or St. 
Stephen's should ech~' with the 
continual crv or constitution ! No 
wonder, that the French re\·olution 
... lwuld he rcprohat,,d, ami the res
publica trl'ated with reproach ! The 
rrd boo!.· or Eng-land, like the rl'd hn,,k 
of Franc!.', will explain the reason. • 

I will now, hv w:n- of relaxation 
turn a tlwught c;r twc; to i\lr. Burk,.: 
I ask his pardon for negll'cling him 
, . ., long. 

"America," says he (in his speech 
on the Canada constitution Bill), 
"ne\·er dreamed of such absurd 
doctrine as the Rights o.f 1IIan." 

lHr. Burke is such a bold presumer, 
and advances his assertions and his 
premises with such a deficiency of 
judgment, that without troubling 
oursel\•es about the principles of 
philosophy or politics, the mere 
logical conclu,..,ions they produce are 
ridiculous. For instance : 

If governments, as l\J r. Burke 
asserts, arc not founded on the 
Rights of MAK, and arc founded on 
lli~J· n:[[lils at all, they consequently 
must be rc,unded on the right of 
somct!Jinl[ that is not man. \Vhat 
then is that s,1mething? 

Generally speaking, we kno\V of no 
other creatures that inhabit the earth 
than man and beast ; and in all cases 
where only two things offer them
sel\-es, and one must he admitted, a 
llq;ation pro,·ed Oil any ''lle, amounts 
to an allinnati,-e Oil the otlwr; ami 
therefore, illr. Burke, by pnH"ing 
against the Rights clf .Van prc'n's in 
belnlf of the beast; and consequently, 
pro,-es that g''Vl'rnment is a hcast ; 
and as diOkult things soml'times 
explain each ,,thl'r, we IH'W sci.' the 
<Wig-in c'f ""'·ping- wild b~·a,.,ts in the 
T,,w~·r·; f,"- th,.,. Cl'rtainh- ean h,, ,,f 
no oth,,r usc th:;n t,, sh,.,;. th,• ,,rig·in 
,,f the gon:rnmcnt. They arl' in l he 
place ,,fa constilutic'n. 0, J•'hn Bull, 
what IWil•'urs thou hast l.,st hv rwt 
hcillg a wild !wast. Thnu miihtcst, 
on !\lr. Burkl.'"s s\-st.:'m, ha\·l' been in 

millinns or P('op1r·, is not "luile lhi1·h~-.·n the 'To\\"l!r f~...'r life~ . 
... )aillings per ht._•ad. France ha-; lt..·s-;t..~ned hf"r 1 · !\I • 
ras:t•..; since the rt..~\'0lution, rH•ar·lr nine t ~ r. Burkes argunlcnts h:-t\·e not 
millitlll~ sll'ding- annually. Bcfni·c tht.' \\"eig-ht cnoug·h to k~..·cp one seril1l1S, 
n'n,hllinn, the ,·it,· "f Paris paid a dutv of the fault is less mini.' than his; and as 
"P"·ards of thirl)·. pet- <"<'Ill. on all art;d,., [ am \\·illing to make an ap~'h1gy t,1 hnnag-hl inln lht..~ cit,·. This lax was t'tllh~l'll'd I 
al rhe cit)· g-ales. ·It """' rak,•n ,,1y nn tiH· I le rl.'adcr f,,r tlw libl'rty llra\·.'-tak,•n, 
lir.;r ,,f ''"':\lay, and the gar,,s r;d-.·n down. I hope l\lr. Burke will also make his 
- -.·lutltor.* 

1 
fc,r g-i,·ing- the cau~t~. 

' \\"hal was •·aiJ,•,Jthe lh•rr mug,·,,,. rh.. I-Ia,·ing- thus paid 1\[r. Bur-ke the 
rc~l hnt.lk, in Fr·outl't.~. wa..; llt.'l l'X.:l.l·th· 1 

·,imil:u· lo the ClHII'l ,·al,•thlat· in Eng-latH!"'; I Cl~lnplirncnt l''ll' l"l't•crnhcring hirll 
hut it sufficiently slww~d how a grl'~·lt par·t J I"L'luru l\J th~ subject. 
~~r llh~ taxes wa:-. la,·ishcd.- -Aut/tor . .~ 
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From the want of a constitution in he is arriving at knowledge faster 
England to restrain and regulate the than they. \\•ish, and their policy ,,f 
wild impulse of power, many of the precedents is the barometer of their 
laws are irrational and tnannical, and fears. This political popery, like the 
the administration of th~m vague and ecclesiastical popery of old, has hau 

'problematical. its day, and is hastening to its exit. 
The attention of the go,·ernmcnt of The ragg-ed relic and the antiquated 

England (for I rather chuse to call it precedent, the monk and the monarch, 
by this name than the English will moulder together. 
go,·ernment) appears since its political Government by precedent, without 
connection with Genuany to ha,·e any regard to -the principle of the 
been so completely engrossed and precedent, is one of the dlest systems 
absorbed by foreign affairs, and the that can be set up. In numerous 
means of raising taxes, that it seems instances the precedent ought tl, 
to exist for no other purposes. operate as a warning, and not as an 
Domestic concerns are neglected ; example, and requires to be shunneu 
and with respect to regular law there instead of imitated; but instead of 
is scarcely such a thing. *• this, precedents are taken in the lump. 

Almost e\·ery case now must be and put at once fo1· constitution and 
determined by some precedent, be for law. 
that prcccuent good or bad, or whether Either the doctrine of prcceuents is 
it pn1perly applies or not ; and the policy to keep man in a state or 
practice is bec,,mc so general as to ignorance, or it is a practical C()n
suggest a suspicion, that it pn1ceeds fession that wisdom degenerates in 
from a deeper pt,Jicy than at first sight governments as g-ol-crnments increase 
appears. in age, ami can only hobble along by 

Since the re,·olution of America, the stilts and crutches of precedents. 
and nwre so since that of France, this How is it that the same persons w!J,, 
preaching up the doctrines of prece-j \\-ould proudly be thoug-ht wiser than 
dents, drawn from times and circum- I their predecessors appear at the same 
stances antecedent to tl1L1se e\·cnt<;, time only as the ghosts of depart.,·d 
has been the studied practice of the ! wisdom? How strangely is antiqUity 
English g,n·ernmcnt. The generality 1 treated ! To some purposes it is 
of tlh1se precedents arc founded on / sp,lken of as the times of darkness 
principles anu npinions, the re\·erse ,,f 1 and ig-noranCl', and hl answer others, 
what they llllg"ht ; and the g-reater it is put r,,r the light oft he wnrld. 
distance ,,f time 1 hey arc drawn fr,,m If the d,>ctrin.: of precedents is Ill 
the more arc to he su,.;pe<:ted. But by be foll,,w,•d, the expences of g,wem
associating those pre.:c:dents with a mcnt need not continue the sam.:. 
superstititlUS reverence fllr ancient \Vhy pay men c:xtr;n·agantly, wlw 
things, as monks she\\' relics and call ha1·e hut little to do? If el·erything
them holy, the generality llf mankinu that can happen is already in prcce
are decei1·ed int,, the design. l;on:-m- dent, lq;islatinn is at an end, aml 
metlls now act as if they were afraid prec.:dent, like a dicti,mary, ddermincs 
to a11·aken a single reflection in man. e\·ery case. Either, thet·cfore, g·oi·L?rn
They are s,1flh· leading him to the ment has arrin~d at its dotage, ami 
sepulchre ,,f pr~·cedents\,, deaden his requires t,, hi.• · rl'nonlled, t'r all the 
faculties and call at LentilHl fn1111 t h.: oce<tsi,,ns for exercising its 11·isth'm 
sct·ne ,,f rt:n>lut it>ns. They feel that ha1·e tKCUI'I'L'tl. 

- \\'c n,>w St'C nil (ll·er Europt', and 
I Thi ... p;u·ag-raph \\a-.; the rlltll"lll ih·rn in part icularJy in England. thl' curil1tiS 

lhc indil'lmt·IH •~g·:tin~• l'ain,·. II. B. B. pha.!IILJilH.·IIt'll l)r a nalitll) llll'king tHlc 
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way, and the government the other--
the one forward and the other back
ward. If governments arc to go on 
by precedent, while nations go on by 
improvement, they must at last come 
tl1 a final separation ; and the sooner, 
and the more ci\"illy they determine 
this point, the better.' 

Having thus spoken of constitutions 
generally, as things distinct from 
actual go\·ernments, let us proceed to 
consider the parts of which a con
stitution is composed. 

Opinions differ more on this subject 
than with respect to the whole. That . 
a nation ought to have a constitution, I 
as a rule, for the conduct of its: 
g-overnment is a simple question in 
which all men not directly courtiers, 
will agree. It is only 01; the com
polient part that questions ami 
opinions multiply. 

But this difliculty, like every other, 
will diminish when put into a train of 
being rightly understood. 

Th..: first thing is, that a nation has 
a t-ight to establish a constitution. 

\Vhether it exercises this right in 
the m<Jst judicious manner at lirst is 
quite anMher case. It exercises it 
agreeably to the jmlgm..:nt it possesses; 
and by continuing t<l do so, all errl1rs 
will at last be exploded. 

\Vhen this right is establish.:-d in a 

• _In Eng·l~nd tht~ in1pnn·cments in 

nation, there is n~ fear that it will be 
employed to its own injury. A nation 
can have no interest in being wrong. 

Though all the constitutions of 
America are on one general principle, 
yd no two of them are exactly alike 
in their component parts or in the 
distribution of the powers which they 
give to the actual go\'ernments. 
Some arc mon~, and others less 
complex. 

In forming a constitution, it is first 
necessary to consider what are the 
ends for which go\·ernmcnt is neces
sary? Secondly, what arc the best 
means, and the least expencive, for 
accomplishing those ends ? 

Government is nothing more than a 
n_ational assLldation ; and the object 
of this association is the good of all, 
as well indi\"idually as collectively. 
Every man wishes tL1 pursue his 
occupation, and to enjoy the fruits of 
his labours anti the produce of his 
property in pcaoc and safety, and 
with the least possible expence. 
\Vhen these things arc- accomplished, 
all the objects fnr which g<wernment 
ought t<l he .:-stablish.:-d are an
swer.:-d. 

It has be.:-11 custornan· t Ll cnnsidcr 
government und.:-r th;-.:-e distinct 
g.:-ncral heads. The 1.:-gislati\·~·, th..: 
CXL'cutiv.:-, ami the judicial. 

But if \\"1.! permit our judg-ment to 
act unincumb.:-rcd bv the habit of 
multiplied terms, we ~an p.:-r~·.:-in~ IW 

more than tWll diL·isi,,ns of p0wer, nf 
\\·hich ciL·il g·oL·c-ntment is composed, 
namely that of legislating or enacting 
la\\·s, and that of executing or 
administering them. E\·crything, 
therl'f,1rc, app.:-rLaining to ci\·il 
goL·entment, classes itself under one 
<'I" other of th.:-sc twn di\·isi,,ns. 

Sl' far as r.:-gards t h.:- execution of 
th.:- la\\·s, that which is call.:-d the 
judicial p0wcr, is stri..:tly ami pn,pcrly 
the exl'Cuti\·c- pow.:-1- of ~·\·c-n· countr\". 
It is that pnwcr t,, wl;ich e\·c-;·\· 
indi\·idual has h• appeal, and which 

ag-ncuhun.~, us~..-rul arts, rnanufal'lures, and 
l'lll1llllCn.::~.~, ha\'L"• bct'll lllillh· in oppn"iil it'll h..> 
th~.~ J.{l'flius of its g"O\"l'l~nment, which j.,. that 
l'f f,,II...lwing PI'C~L"lll!nts. [L is. rn)flt the 
,~ntcrpri~c and industr·y of the individuals, 
and their nunwrLHI"' as-;ociati~Hts, in which, 
lritl'ly SJWaking, g-o\·l·nnnenl is neithl••· 
pilh"'w Tll"'l" bolslt.~r, tha.l thes~ impr,l\'(,'lllcnls 
ha,·e prnc~.~eJ...:d. ~-l"' man tlu.,ught alh"'\11 
g'l)\"l~nHncnt, nr whn was in, or who was out, 
wht.~O he was planning- t.ll" t.-.x~.·cut ing- tiH"'SC 
thing-s i anU all hf'. had to hnp~._•, with rPspet.:l 1 
l"-"~ g·(w0rnllll!lll, was that it -;;.•uu/d /,·/ him 
alruu. Thn~L~ n1· fnur \'1!r\" sillv ntilli!-!lt.•r·ial 
rh'\\·spapl'rs an~ ,.l..,nt inuau,:,)nc.ldinlo-:' a~·ain~t 
aile spirit of naLit"'l\al ·illlJll-o\"el.;h'I;L, hv 
ast·ribing- it l1.l a ministt.•r. TilL'\" IIIOIV with 
as much truth a~..::riht.• this bt.lok t~> a •ni.ni:-JLL·r. 
---.1 :llhur, , causes the law to be executed ; neither 

F 2 
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ha,·e we anv other clear idea with 
respect to th~ official execution of the 
laws. In England, and also in 
America and France, this power 
begins with the magistrate, and 
proceeds up through all the courts of 
judicature. 

I lca,·e to courtiers to explain what 
is meant by calling monarchy the 
executive power. Il is merely a name 
in which acts of g-o,·crnmcnt arc done ; 
and anv other, or none at all, would 
answc; the same purpose. Laws 
have neither more nor less authority 
on this account. H must be from the 
justness of their principles, and the 
interest which a nation feels therein, 
that they derive support ; if they 
require any other than this, it is a 
sign that something in the system of 
g-overnment is imperfect. Laws 
difficult to be executed cannot be 
generally good. 

\Vith respect to the org-anization of 
the leg1:1-ltflh1e pmucr, diA"crent modes 
have been adopted in different 
countries. In America it is generally 
composed of two houses. In France 
it consists hut of one, hut in both 
countdes it is wholly by representa
tion.+ 

The case is, that mankind (from 
the long tyranny of assumed power) 
h;n·e had so few opportunities of 
mal;:ing the twcessary trials on modes 
and prin.:iples of g<)\"ernment, in order 
to disco,·er the best, that .R!Yi.'crnmcnt 
is but nrr.u bt:![hllling to be knml'll, and 
experience is yet wanting to deter
mine many particulars. 

The objections against L \Hl houses 
<~.re, first, that there is an inconsistency 
in any part· of a whole leg-islature, 
coming t,, a final determination by 
'"''te on anv matter, whilst that 

1 

matll'r, with· respect to that 7i•lwle, is 
yet only in a train ,,f tkliberati_,,n, and 
consequently t>pcn to new tllustra
tinns. 

Seccondly. That by taking the ,-ole , 
on each, as a separate hody, it always 
admits of the possibility, ami is often 

• 

the case in practice,. that the minority 
g-overns the majority, and that in 
some instances to a degree of great 
inconsistenc,-. 

Thirdly. l~hat two houses arbitrarily 
checking or controuling each other is 
inconsistent ; because it cannot be 
pro\·cd on the principles of just 
representation, that either should be 
wiser or better than the other. They 
may check in the wrong as well as in 
the right-and therefore to gi,-e the 
power where we cannot , gi\'e the 
wisdom to usc it, nor be assured of 
its being rightly used, renders the 
hazard at least equal to the pre
caution. • 

• \Vith resp'-'ct to the two houses, of 
which llw Eng-lish Parliament is compos<'J, 
th'-'Y app..,ar to b" c!Tectually influenced inl<> 
one.!, and, as a kgislalure, Lo ha\·c no 
te•npl!r of its own. The minish_ .... , whoever 
he .at any tinH~ rnav hl', touches it as with an 
opiu;,1 \\;and, and ft sleeps obedience. 

Rut if we lo,>k at the distinct abilities of 
th<• two hous<'S, the' di!l"crcnc" will appear so 
great, as to ~hew t.he inconsistency ('r 
placing powt.~I- \Vhcrc then~ can bl~ Jhl 

c••rtainly oflhejudg-menl l<l use it. \\"r.,tciH'd 
as the stale..~ of n.![H"t."Sl'nlatil>ll is in England. 
it is 1nanhood compan.~d with what is call"-'ll 
the house of J.on.Js; and so litll~ is this nick .. 
na1ned house reKardl•d, that thea people 
~carcclv inquir~ ai any time what it is doing-. 
It appe-ars al:-.o to h~ n1ost tnidL•r inlluL'I\Ct.', 
anU th!.! furthc~t rcnHl\'L•d fron1 th .. ~ gt.~ll'-~ral 
interest of the nation. In the debate on 
eng-ag-ing- in the Russian and Tt~~·kish war, 
tiH~ Jn:tjlll'ily in the llllll"il.' of P'-~~.~rs in fanHII' 
of it was upwards of ni1H~Iy, when in t~w 
other IH.lliS'-~, which is Jnon• than d~.lublc tis 
nu1nbcrs, the 1najority "·as sixty-t~u·c.e. . 

"fhc pn1ccedin,.;s on 1\Ir. I·1JX s bill, 
respecting tht.~ ri,Khts l'f juries, merit nlSt.l 
to be noticed. Th .. ~ p('rSllllS called the pcl•rs 
wer·c not thC' ohjL·cts nf that bill. Tl_tcy arc 
alrL'ady in fhlsscssion of rnorc p,n\'lh·g-es 
than that hill g-a\"l' to others. 1 hL~Y arc 
their ll\\'11 jury. and if any of that house Wt.:•rc 

prosecuted for a libPI, he Wt.lllll! n0t s_ulft'1·, 
L'VCil U]JOil ('l)ll\'ictioll, for· l}H~ lJrSt ofl:nc~~. 
Such inequality in laws oug-ht IH~t t~l "-~x1st Ill 
any C\.Hintry. TIK~ Fn·nch CtlllSltl~ttu~n .say..;, 
That lht' /w;£• is the: Sllllll' to t"7't'IJ' rndt'i!tdual, 
-;,•hr·llur fq prvln"! or lo punish. All art• Ctjlltll 
in its st:J[hl. -A ullwr. • . , . 

Tin: lin.;t t w'-·1\·~,• t.ll. thi1·teen lull'S 0l thrs 
lhl1t· madv the nv:xt item in 1hc inf~.lrmation 
against l)ainL·.-11. H. B . 
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Th~ objection against a sing!~ 
h0us~ is, that it is alwaYs in a con
dition of committing itse.lf too soon. 
But it should at the same time be 
r~membered, that when there is a 
constitution which defines the power, 
and establishes the principles within 
which a legislature shall act, there is 
already a more e!Tectual check pro.. 
\"ided, and mor.e powerfully operating, 
than any other check can be. For 
~xumple, 

\V ere a bill to be brought into any 
of the American legislatures similar 
to that which was passed into an act 
hy the English parliament, at the 
commencement of George the First, 
to extend the duration at the 
assemblies to a longer period than 
they now sit, the check is in the 
constitution, which in c!Tcct says Thus 
Jitr shalt thou go and no fin·th,•"r. 

But in onler to remoYe the objection 
;1gainst a single house, that of acting 
with too quick an impulse, and at the 
same time to m·oicl the incLmsistencies, 
in s ... .1n1c cases ahsurditil!s, arising· 
fn1111 two houses, the fol\,1wing
lllelholl has hcen proposed as an 
impnv,;ement upon hLlth. 

First, to ha\·~ but one rcpresenta
ti,,n. 

Sec,,ndly, to di\·ide that n~presenta
ti,,n, by lot, into two or three parts. 

Thirdly, that e\·ery pn,posed hill 
shall be [u·st debakd in tllllSc parts 
by succession, that they may bec<llllC! 
the! hC!arers of each other, but withL'Ut 
taking any Yotc. .\fter which the 
wlwle repi:C!sC!ntation tl' assqnhle for 
a general llebate allll ddenninat i,m 
b\· \·ote. 

and eYery third year to be a general 
election.' 

. Uut in whateYer manner the 
separate parts of a constitution may 
be arranged there is one general 
principle· that distinguishes freedom 
from slave•·y, which is, that nil 
ltcreditiu:J' go-ucrnmcnt o<•cr a people 1:~ 
to them a species of sltWCIJ', nnd 
reprcscnlati7.Je gm·crnment t"s freedom. 

ConsidC!I·ing government in the only 
light in which it should be considered, 
that of a NATIONAL AssociATION, it 
ought to be so constructed as not to 
be disordered by any accident 
happening among the parts ; and, 
therefot·C!, no extraordinary power, 
capable of producing such an effect, 
should be lodged in the hands of any 
indi\·idual. The death, sickness, 
absence or defection, of any one 
individual in a go\·ernment, ought to 
be a n1atter of no more consequence, 
with 1·espect to the nation, than if the 
same circumstan= had taken phtcC! in 
a member of the English Parliament, 
or the French 1'\atiLlnal ;\ssembly. 

Scarcely anything presents a more 
degrading character of nati,,nal 
greatness, than its being thrown into 
confusion, by anything- happ~ning to 
L'r adell bY an\· imlh·idual; and tlw 
ridiCtllousJ{ess ~1f the scene is often 
increased by the natural insignificaiH:e 
or the person by \\"hcllll it is (lCCaSiL-,neu. 
\\'ere a go\·ernment so CL'nstructcd, 
that it could not g-o 011 Ullll.!ss a hlll.lS~ 
c)r a gandl!r were present in,. the 
senate, the dilliculties \\·,mid be just 

I 

as great and as real, l1n the Hight l'r 
sickness l)f the g"l)nsc, or the gaudcr, 
as if it were callell a King-. \\"e laugh 

1 at indi\·idua(s fllr the silly uillil'U)tic•s · TL' this prop<1SC!d impn'\'C!Il1C!llt has 
bC!en added ;uwthcr. fc'I" the purp,,se 
of keeping thC! rc•presentati,,n in the 1 

state Llf CLlnstant ren,lntt i,,n ; which is 
that (Jne-thinlclt" the repre,.,cntaticlll of , 
each L~cluntry shall g·o (JUt at the 
cxpirati,,n l'r One! }"l'ar, and the 
numhe•· he ,·,·placC!d hy new electiclns. 
/\nuthcr thi1·d at Ihe C!Xpiratinn or the 
S\!Cl'llld year n:pla..:cJ in like n1anner, 

they make tLl themsch·es, without 

1 
.\'-' In the stalt• of n.!pn·o.;cntalillll in 

Eng-land, it is lll\"1 ahsnn.l hJ he n.•asl)llCd 
HJ1lll\. .\lm\.lst all tlu• J'f'}lrl'Sc.•nll'J parts arc 
dl'crc.~a~ing- in pc.lpulatitlll, anJ the un
repn·s .. ·nted pa•·t s arl' incr~..·a~ing-. A g-~..~Jh"r-al 
l:(JI\\'c.•nl ifln oft he nat j~..,n i~ n~.•ct·ss:u·\-· t ... l take 
I h .. ~ wh0lc ~late of it"" ~ovt.•rrnu~nt inlc 
t:on~ic.h.·•·ation.- .lullwr. • 
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p_e~cci\·ing that the greatest of all I monarchical, presidential, senatorial, 
nchculous things are acted in govern- : or by any other name or title, can 
mcnts.• never exceed the ntluc of ten thousand 

All the cons.titutions of America arc pounds a year. All the great services 
on a plan· that excludes the childish that are done in the world arc per
embarrassments which occur in , formed by volunteer characters, will' 
monarchical countries. No susp~nsion 

1 
accept nothing for them;_ but the 

of government can there take place routine of office is always regulatcJ 
for a moment,,from any circumstances to such a general standard of abilities 
whate\·er. The system of representa- as to be within th" compass l'f 
tion prm·ides for c\·erything, and is numbers in c\·ery country to perform, 
the only system in which nations and and therefore cannot merit ver\' 
go\·ernments can always appear in extraordinary recompence. Gm•eni
their proper character. men!, says Swift, is a plain 1/dn.r:. 

As extraordinary power ought not and jilted to the capacity of mm~r 
to be lodged in the hands of am· heads. 
'indi\'idual, so ought there to be n~1 I It is inhuman to talk of a million 
appropriations of public money to any sterling a year, paid out of the publi.: 
person, bc\·,md what his services in a 

1 
taxes of any country, for the support 

state may be worth. It signifies not ; of an indi\'ic.lual, whilst thousanJs 
wh:ther a man be called a prl'sidenl, 1 who are forced to contribute ther.:-h,, 
a kmg, an cmper,,r, a senator, or by II ar_c pini!1g with want, and strug-g-ling
any other narn.: \\ hich propriety or With misery. Go\·er9ment docs_ not 
folly may de\'ise or arrogance assume, 1 consist in a contrast between pns<ms 
it is only a certain sen·ice he can and palaces, between po\'erty and 
perform in the state; anc.l tlw scn·icc pomp; it is not instituted to rob thl' 
of an\· such indi\·iclual in the routine n.:ecly of his mite, and increase th,, 
of olli~e, wh<:ther such office be called wrel..:h<.!dnes,; ,,f the wretched. But 

1 It i..; n·i<Ltt•d that in Lht~ canton of B,·nll·. 
1 

in Switzt·r·land, it !lad ht•t·n l'IISilllllan·, from 
1 illll~ irnmt'IIH,rial, to k"'l'J' a I war"' at tht..~ 
puhli,· t..~X}JL'Ih.'P, and I he petlplc had bt~cn 
laug-h I h• b(.'liL'\'t', that if they haJ not a bear 

,,f this part of the subjl'ct l shall speak 
hl'rcaft.:r, and coniine m1·s.:lf to 
polil ical obsen·ati,,ns. · 

t ht~)" ~lltlUJd all hl~ 11UlhJIW, Jt h;appPneJ 
SOI1h~,Yt'ar-., ago that the hear, Lht~ll in heing-, 
was taken sil·k, aih.l died loo ~uddenlv to 
have his plac,• immcdial<'ly supplied \..·ith 
another. Dur·ing- this intc•·regnurn the 
pt>O[lh.• dist"O\"ercd that th .. ~ corn gTew, arHl 
the vinlaJ.:'l• nl)uri.';hcd, and tlu· sun and 
lllOtlll nmtinth~d to t·ise and sP·t, and even·. 
thing- \\'t•nt on the !:tame as h,·ftH"t.". atld 
taking· Cllllrag-e fn,m thL' . .,C circurnstane'-·s, 
t_IH'}" r~..,t'IYL~d JHll to keep any mon~ hears : 
hJr. .... au..l thl•y, ;, a bear· is a v...:ry \'l'n'll·i,,us, 
expencive a11imal, and we were tlhli~t·d to 
pull out his claws, lest hi! !--hlluiJ hurt thl! 
cit j I.Cil"i • . , 

The ~l•HT ,,f the hl•otr was rdah·d in Stlme 
of tlie French lh . ."Wsp:tpl'J"S, at the Lim .... of' 
the Jlig·ht of I.Pui~ X\'1. arh.ltlw applicatio..lll 
of it "' llhliJal"dly cuuld lh)l ht• mi...,takl'n in 
Fr:uwt·; hut it :,,·.,·nh that tlh· arisll1cr:tc~: vf 
Hl"l'lll! appliL•d it lt..l tlit•msdvc~, illlll lia\'e 
~inn· pt·uhihitt·d 1 he r·cading of l•"rcr~cla 
ncwspap~rs.-- ~·J utlwr. • 

\Vhen extraordinary pm\·er and 
extr;wrdinary pay arc allott.•d ll1 any 
indi\·idual in a g-m·cmmcnt, he 
b.:comcs th.: centre, round whi..:h 
e\·cry kind of corruption g-cnera_tes 
and f,,rms. Gi1·c tn any man a milll,'n 
a-yc:ar, and add thcrct,, the po\rcr of 
creal ing and di::posing- of places, at 
the cxpcncc of a ~·ountry, and the 
liberties of that country are no h 1ng-cr 
secur.:. \\'hat is called the splentk'ur 
of a throne is no other than the 
corrupti<m ,,f the slate. It is mad" 

1 
up of a band ,,f parasites !iring- in 
htxuri,,us indol.:ttcc out of the public 
taxes.* 

V\'lwn <'nce such a \·ici,,us srskn1 
is cstahli,.Jt,·d it becomes th.: guard 
and pr,•kct iclll o,~f <(II infel'ior abuses. 
Th~· tnan wlw is in the rcc.:ipt ,,f a 
million a year is the last pers~m to 
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promote a spirit of reform, lest, in 
the event, it should reach to himself. 
It is alwavs his interest to defend 
inferior abt;ses, as so many outworks 

1 

to protect the citadel ; and on this 
1 

~rccies of political fortilication, all 
the parts ha\·c such a common depen
dence that it is ne\·cr to be expected 
thcv will attack each other.' 

:\lonarchy would not have continued 
so many ages in the world had it not 
he en for the abuses it protects. It is 
1 he master-fraud, which shelters all 
others. By admitting a partjcipation 
,,f the spoil, it makes itself friends ; 
and when it ceases to do this it will 
cease to be the idol of cout·til.'rs. 

i\s the principle on which constitu
tions arc now formed rl'jects all here- ! 

dit:u·y pretl'nsions to 1,!"<'\·crnment, it 
also rejects all that catalc,guc l'f 

1 [I is :-.l'an ... ·l•ly }lllssiblt:" l<' ltl\H.'h on any 
... uhjt.·ct, that \Viii not sug-g-''""t an :tlhl ... il"'ll to 
.,'-,nlc." Cl..liTupt i(._'Jl in KO\"l!rnntcnt s. Till· !'-.iinil .. ~ 
of 1

' flll·titicatilHts,'' unfortunatl."h· involv~,•.., 
\l,.ith it a circuJnstanct.•, which is· dirc:· .. ~tly in 
point with the tnatler above alluded Ill. 

Among the nurncrous instances of abuse 
which ha\'c hN•n aciNI or prolc•ctc-d b1· 
g-o\·l:"rnnu:--nts, ancient or n10llern, t her.:~ fs 
IJ(ll a ~l'l'al~·r than that of .. 1uarh.~1·ing- n man 
anU lu~ hL•Jrs upon lhc public, to he anain
taincd at its cxpencl.~. 

llumanity dit.=tah•s a pr·ovi~ictll r~w th .. · 
rlu.lr; hut by what rig-ht, llll)l':tl (ll' politi .. :al, 
al••c.·..; any govenunl·nl a~;lnlh' hl ~ott\·, that 
the (1l'I"M'In calleU tlJl• Duke of H.il"l~llll'IHI. i 

,hall "'' maintained by the public"? Yd, if 
,.~.,nll1h.'n n·p~.,rt is tnH', not a bf"!-n .. :·a1· in I 

J.,,ndt"'ll can purchasl' his wr~tciH•ll pillan~t· 
, f Ctl~d. witl1out paying- "'wards th1.~ ci\·il 
Jj..,t nl lhc J)ukc ,,f }{ichmi.)IHL \\" .. ·r·(• th~~ 
wlh 1h~ produce of thi~ irnp~.,~iti ... Hl hut a 
~hilling- a year, the ini'-tuilllllS prineiplt• would 
In• still the sanll~; hut wlll~ll il amoHnts, as 
11 i"" said to do, to no ll'S!'i than t \\"L~nt v 
l}ulll"iand rl>llllds J"l~l· annunl, the l'lhlrJllit\· 
j.., ~ol.' ser·inus h..l he pl'rtnith_•J to l"l'111ai1i. 
Till!'> I!'> llllL' or the c.·fl~'l"t~ l,[ ITII.)Ilo'lrchy and 
ari ... t oc...-ac\·. 

In !"'lati~ng- this l.'a..;e I am IL·d hv no 
pt·r-..Llnal di~lik...... Tlr,,ugh I think il ilh·an 
111 any man tn lin~ upnn the puhli,·, 1 he ,-i...-e 
(lri;..:in:lh''"" in th,• t,:Ll\'enllth'lll; ;111d s,, 
'''"'H:'·al is it h~· .. :onh', ihat whl·lhl'l"lill." pa1·tic.., 
.tl'l" 111 !Ill_' nuni-,try t\1" in till~ opp,,.,jlinn it 
au;d\.t.'~ no diJl..:-n~IH't.•: thl"V art• ... ur·l· L\f thl· 
guar;ullcc of c..·ach oth~r.··-=-.·luthur. 

assumptions known by the name of 
prerogati ,-es. 

If then~ is any government where 
prerogati\·cs might with apparent 
safety be entrusted to any indi\"idual, 
it is in the federal government of 
i\merica. The president of the United 
States of America is elected onlv for 
four years. He is not only rcs"pon
sible in the general sense of the word, 
but a particular mode is laid down in 
the constitution for trying him. l-Ie 
cannot he elected under thirt\·-five 
years of age; and he must be a t~ati\·e 
of the country. 

In a comp:u·ison of these cases with 
the Go\·ernment l,f England, the dif
ference when applied to the latter 
amounts to an absurdity. In England 
the person who exet·ciscs prcrogati\·e 
is often a foreigner ; always half a 
foreigner, and always man·ied t,, a 
forcig-nl'r. He is th:\·er in full natural 
or p<>liti.:al nmnection with the 
ccnmtry, is not rl'SJ1<'nsible for any
thing, ami bec,,mes of ag·e at l'ig-htl'en 
years; yl't such a person is pl'rmitted 
to form [,,reign alliances, witlwut 
e\·en the knowledge of the nati,,n, 
and to make war and peace with<>Ut 
its consent. 

But this is twt all. Though su.:h a 
pl'rS<)J1 cannot dislk)SC or I he' go\"ct·n
ml.'nt in thl' nJalllll'r t'f a teslal<'t·, h.: 
diclat.:s th.: mar.-iage n•nnl.'cti,111S, 
\\·hi.:h, in cn·ect, accompli,.;h a g·r,•at 
part of the same l'nd. lll' cantwt 
dirl'ctly hl'<lUl'ath half the g-,,,·,·rnmcnt 
t-1 Prussia, hut hl' can f,>rm a marriag-l~ 
partlwrship that will pwducc alnll;st 
the same thing·. Under such cit-cum
stances, it is happy fc>r EnglanJ that 
she is twt situatc•d ''n the Cc'ntitwnt, 
,,r she mig-ht, like I [,>llancl, fall under 
th ... dictalor!'.hip of Prus,.,ia. II,,Jland, 
hy 111arriagc, is as ~·tTl·~tually g·0\·cnH .. 'd 
bv l'russia, as if I h.: wlwle 11-rann\· ,,f 
h~qucathing tlw go' l'rllllll'nt-had !;,•en 
thL' n1cans. 

~rh~ pn.~ .... jd(·tll'Y in .. \n11.::1·i~a (c..lr, as 
it is S<•ml'limc·s ,·alkd, the• exec·uti\"C') 
is the l>nly c•llic·e frl'l11 which a 
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~igner is excluded, and in England 
it is the only on.e to which he is 

dmitted. A foreigner cannot be a 
~ember of Parliam~nt, bttt he may 
be what is called a km_g. If t~1ere is 
any reason for excludmg foreigners, 
it ought to be from those offices where 
'mischie( can most be acted, and where, 
bv uniting every bias of interest and 
• 1itachment, the trust is best secured. 
I3ut as nations proceed in the great 
business of forming constitutions, 
they will examine with more precision 
into the nature and business of that 
·department which is called the execu
tive. \Vhat the legislati\·e and judicial 
departments are every one can see ; 
but with respect to what, in Europe, 
is called the executive, as distinct 
from those two, it is either a political 
superfluity or a chaos of unknown 
things. 

S~rne kind of official department, 
to which reports shall be made fmm 
the diflerent1parts of a nation, or from 
abn1ad, to be laid hefLlre the national 
representatives, is all that is necessary; 
but there is no consistency in calling 
this the executive ; neither can it be 
considered in any other light than 
as inferior to tlie legislati\·e. The 
so\·ercign authority in any country is 
the power of making laws, and every
thing else is an official department. 

Next to the arrangement of th·~ 
principles and the organization of the 
se\·eral parts L1f a constitution, is the 
prLwision to he made for the support 
of the pers,1ns to whom the nation 
shall nmfide the administration Llf the 
constitutional pL1Wers. 

sufficient reward, it ought to be so t<' 
every person alike. If the members 
of the legislature of any country ar~ 
to ser\'e at their own expencc, that 
which is called the executive, whether 
monarchical or by any other nam~. 
ought to sen·e in like manner. It is 
inconsistent to pay the one, and accept 
the service of the other gratis . 

In America, every department in 
the go\·ernment is decently pro\'idcu 
for; but no one is extravagantly pai<l. 
E\·ery member of congress, and of 
the assemblies, is allowed a su!li
cicncy for his cxpences. VVhereas in 
England, a most prodigal provisiL'n 
is made for the support of one part 
~1f the go\·ernment and none for the 
other, the consequence of whi.:h is 
that the one is furnished with the 
means of corruption and the other is 
put into the conditil1n of being coi
rupted. Less than a f,,urth part L,( 
such expence, applied as it is in 
America, would remedy a great part 
of the corruption. 

Another reform in the American 
constitutions is the exploding all oaths 
of personality. The oath of allegiance 
in America is to the nation only. Tb,· 
putting any individual as a figure f<>r 
a nation is improper. The happi11t~ss 
of a nation is the superior object, and 
therefore the intention of an oath ,,( 
allegi;ince ought not to be obscured 
by being figurati\·ely taken to, or in 
the name of, any person. The oath. 
called the ci\·ic oath, in France, \·iz .. 
the "ual/on, !he la7u, and the k/n.t:·.·· 
is improper. If taken at all, it oug·ht 
to be as in America, to the nati,,n 
onh·. The law may or may not b~ 
gOL;d ; hut in this place it can ha\ ~ 
no 11ther meaning- than as being C<ln· 
UUCi\'1:! lLl the happiness of the nati<'ll• 

A natiL'n can h;l\·e no right to the 
time and services of any person at 
his own expence, whom it may choose 
to employ or entrust in any depart
,.,..,~·lt \Vhatl'vcr; neith\.:'r can any 
r~ason be g·i\'cn fllr 111aking- prln·isitJn 
f,,r the sup(ll'rt ,,f any one part ,,f a 

, and thercf,,re is incluued in it. Th,· 

go\·enlmc;nt ant! not f,,r the <'ther. , 
Hut admitting· that the lwnour L'f 

being entrusted with any part ,,f a 
go\·ernment is to be con~idercd a i 

remainder of the <'ath is improper <'ll 

the ground that :dl pers0nal 0ath, 
,,ught to he ah<1lishcd. They are the· 
remains of tyranny 011 one part and 
sla\·cry on the L'ther; and th<! nam.: 
or th~ CREATOR ought not to he 
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introduced to witness the degradation tions or provoke re\·olutions, it is best 
of his creation ; or if taken, as is already to pro,· ide the means of regulating 
mentioned, as fig-urative of the nation, them as thcv occur. The Rights of 
it is in this place redundant. But l\Ian are the· rights of all geneLrations 
whatever apology may be made for of men, and cannot be monopolized 
oaths at the first establishment of a by any. That which is worth Jollow
g-overnmcnt, they ought not to be ing will be followed for the sake of its 
permitted afterwm·ds. If a govern- worth, and it is in this that its security 
ment requires the support of oaths, lies, and not in any conditions with 
it is a sign that it is not worth sup- which it mav be encumbered. \Vhcn 
porting, and ought not to be sup- a man leave~'> property to his heirs, he 
ported. !\lake gO\·ernment what it docs not connect it with an obligation 
ought to be, and it will support itself. that they shall accept it. \Vhy, then, 

To conclude this part of the sub- should we do otherwise with respect 
jcct :-One 0f the greatest improve- to constitutions? 
ments that ha,·e been made for the The best constitutions that could 
perpetual security and progress of now he devised, consi~tentlv with the 
constitutional liberty, is the pro,·ision condition of the present. moment, 
which the new constitutions make for may be far short of that excellence 
occasionally re\"ising, al~ering, and whic:1 a few years may afTorcJ. There 
amending them. is a morning of •·cason •·ising up,,n 

The principle upon which 1\lr. Burke ~ man on the subject of go,·ernments 
fnrmell his political .creed, that of 1 that has not appearL·d bef0re. :\s the 
"binding and con/routing postcri~l' to 1 harbari~m l.1f thl' present ,,ld g,,,·ern
thc end t~{timc, and t~/ n·noiiiiCin_![ and ments expires, the m0ral C<1ndition of 
abdicatiug the n:![hls t!{ all poslcri~)' \nat ions with respect to each <)ther 
for c~·cr," is now become too detest- \ will be changcd. l\lan will 110t be' 

·able to be made a subject ,,f debate; brought up with the s;n·age id~a of 
and therefore I pass it on~r with no considering hi~ species as his cncmy, 
other notice than exposing it. because thc accident of birth gan:! 

Go,·ernment is but now beginning the individuals existence in C<'llntries 
to be kno\\·n. Hitherto it has been distinguished by ditl"erent names; and 
the mere exercise of power which as l'<'nstituti,,ns ha\·c ah1·ays some 
f,,rbade all cA"eclual enquiry int,, rclation t<' cxtcrnal as \\·dl as to 
rights, and grlHJndeu itsclf wholly ,,n domL'stic circum~tances, the mcans of 
possession. \\'hile the enemy of I henelitting by c\·ery changc, f,,rcign 
lih~rty was its judge, the progr~ss : or cJ,,me~tic, should bc a part of every 
,,f its principle mnst h;l\·e becn small 

1 
C<'n~tituti<'ll. 

indeed. \ \\'c already s~c an alterati<'ll in the 
The constituti,,ns ,,f ,\merica, and 

1 
nat i<mal disp,,siti<m ,,f England ami 

also that of France, ha\·c cithcr aHixed France t,,\\·ards cach other, which, 
a period for their rc1·isicm, ,,r laid ' \\·hen we lnok back to only a t"ew years, 
d,m·n the mode by which impr,n-e- is it~elf a rcvoluti,,n. \VhL, C<'tdd 
ment ~hall he mad''· It is ]Wrhaps ha1·e h1rc~een, ,,r who c,,uld ha\·c 
impossible! to establish anything that bclic1·ed. that ·a French i\"ati,mal 
C<'mbines principles with <'pini<'ILS and .\ssl·mhh· would en~r ha,·c becn a 
practice, which the pr,,g-.-css ,,f cir- ]ll']'tdar ·t,,asl in England, ,,.. that a 
cumstancc~, thr<Hig·h a lcng·th nf 1 L"ars, f,-i,,nJh· alliance ,,f the two nati,,ns 
will nnt in "''me n;,•asure ·-dcrang·c, or sh,,uJ,f h,,n,me thc \\-i~h ,,f o.:ithcr i' 
render inc,msisknl; and, th,,r,·f,,r,•, It sh.:1vs that man, w.:rl! h,• ll<1l .-,~,-
to pre1·enl ine<Jnl·cnicnces a,·cumu- 1 ruptcd by g·,n·cnLmcnts, is nalurallv 
lating, till they discourage rck,rma- the fricml of man, and th:1l huma;1 
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nature is not of itself ,·icious. That 
spirit of jealousy and ferocity, which 
the governments of the two countries 
inspired, and which they rendered 
subservient to the purpose of taxa
tion, is now yielding to the dictates 
of reason, interest, and humanity. 
The trade of courts is beginning to 
be understood, and the affectation of 
mystery, with all the artificial sorcery 
by which they imposed upon mankind, 
is on the decline. It has recei\·ed its 
death wound ; and though it may 
linger, it will expire. 

Government ought to be as much 
open to improvement as anything 
which appertains to man, instead of · 
which it has been monopolized from ! 
age to age, by the most ignorant ami 
,·icious of the human race. Need we 
any other proof of thdr wretched 
n1anagement, than the excess of dehts 
aml taxes with which cn~rv nation 
groans, and the 'luarrcls 'into which 
they ha\·e precipitated the world? 

Just emerg-ing from such a bar
barous condition, it is too soon to 
determine to what extent of improve
ment government may yet be carried. 
For what we can foresee, all Europe 
may form but one great republic. and 
man be free of the whole. 

CIIAPTER V. 

\1".\YS AXD ~IEAXS OF Dll'HO\"IXC TilE 

COXDITIO:'oi OF El'IH11'E 1 J:IITEI{Sl'EI{SED 

WITII MISCELI.AI\EOL"S OI!SER\",\TJOXS. 

its progress from nation to natiou 
and conquers by a silent operation. 
Man finds himself changed, he scarcely 
perceives how. He acquires a know
ledge of his rights by attending justly 
to his interest, and discovers in the 
event that the strength and powers of 
despotism consist wholly in the fear 
of resisting it, and that in order "to 
be free t"t is sufficient 1/wt lze mills it."* 

Having in all the preceding parts 
of this work endeavoured to establish 
a system of principles as a basis on 
which go,·ernrnents ought to be 
erected, I shall proceed in this to the 
ways and means of rendering them 
into practice. But in order to intro
duce this part or the subject with 
more propriety and stronger effect, 
some preliminary obscn·ations, dedu
cible from, or Cl1nnccted with those 
principles, arl! nCCl"ssary. 

\Vhate\'cr the form or constitution 
of g"lH"crnment may he, it oug-ht to 
ha,·c no other object Lhan the general 
happiness. \Vhen instead of this it 
operates to create and increase wicked
ness, in any of the parts of socidy, 
it is on a wrong system and reforma
tion is necessan·. * 

Customary l;tnguage has classed 
the condition of man under the two 
descriptions of cidlized and unci,·ilizl'U 
life. Tn the one it has asc.-ibcd felicity 
and aflluence : to the other hardship 
and want. llu t, lwwen:!r our imagi
nation may be impressed by painting 
imd comparison, it is ncYertheless 
true, that a great portion of mankind, 
in what are called civilized countries, 
arc in a state ,,r pm·erty and wretched
ness, far below the condition of an 
Indian. I speak not of one country, 
but of aiL It is so in England, it is 

lx contemplating a subject that em
braces with equatorial magnitude the 
whole region 11f humanity it is impos
sible tl1 confine the pursuit in one 
sing·le Jirection. It takes gn-iund <m 
e\·cry character ami comlitillll thal 
appertains tn man, and blends the 
indi\·i,Iual, the nation, anJ the W<Jrld. 

, so all o\·er Europe. Let us enquire 
· intn the cause. 

From a small spark, kindled in 
J\rncrica, a llarnc has arisL'Il lll)t ll) he 
cxting-uishcJ. \Vithoul n.Jnsuming·. 
like the C/1/ma Ral/o Rt;t;llm, iL winds 

It lies tllJt in any natural defect in 
the pt·inciplcs or ~i\·ilization, but in 
pre\·enl ing- tlwse principles having an 
lllli\"\!I"Sa) operalil)l1 ; I hl! Cl)J1SC<.JUCilCC 

oC which i,., a p.::rpdual system of war 
and cxpem:e, that drains the country 
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and defeats the general felicity of I longer ;t judge, is open to e\·ery 
which civilization is capable. . imposition which governments please 

All the European governments to act. 
(France now excepted) ar.c constructed Not a thirtieth, scarcely a fortieth, 
not on the principle of universal ci\·i- part of the taxes which arc raised in 
lization, but on the reverse of it. So England are either occasioned by, or 
far as those governments relate to applied to, the purposes of civil 
each. other they are in the same con- go,·ernment. It is not difficult to sec 
dition as we concei\·e of sm·age that the whole which the actual 
uncivilized life, they put themselves government does in this respect is to 
beyond the lmv as well of GoD as of enact laws, and ·that the country 
rnan, and are with respect to prin- ;\dministers and executes them, at its 
ciple and reciprocal conduct like so own ex pence, by means of magistrates, 
many individuals in a state of nature.* juries, .sessions, and assize, over and 

The inhabitants of e\·ery country, above the taxes which it pays. 
unuer the civilization of Jaws, easilv In this view of the case, we have 
civilize together, but government~-; two distinct characters l'f go\·ern
heing yet in an uncivilized state, and mcnt ; the one the ci,·il go,·ernment, 
almost continually at war, they per- or the g-<n-ernment of laws, which 
,·crt the abundance which civilized operates at home, the other the court 
life produces to carry on the unciYi- or cabinet gon~rnrnent, which operates 
lizecl part to a greater extent. By abroatl, on the rutle plan of unci,·ilized 
thus engrart ing the barbarism of life; the one allemlcd with lillie 
J;OVern·mcnt upon the internal ci\·iliza- charg·c, the other with boundkss 
tion of a countrv, it uraws from the extravagance; ami so distinct arc the 
latte•·, and more. especially from the two, that if the latter were to sink, 
po<Jr, a great portion of those earn- as it were, by a suudcn opening- of 
ings which should be applied to their the earth, and totally disappear, the 
own subsistence and comfort. Apart former would not be derang-ed. It 
from all reflection of moralitv and would still proceed, because it is the 
philosophy, it is a m~lanchol~· fact common interest of the natillll that it 
that more than one-fourth of the should, and all the means are 111 

labour of mankind is annuallv con- practice. 
~umed by this barbarous systen'1. Revolutions, then, ha\·e for their 

\\'hat has sen·ctl to continue this object a chang-e in the lll<'ral.:onditinn 
evil is the pecuniary au\·antagc which of governments, and with this change 
all the go\·crnments of Europe ha\·c the burden of public taxes will lesscn, 
found in keeping up this state of and civilizati<'n will be left t,, I he 
<1ncivilization. It affords lll them enj,,yment l'f that abundance of which 
pretences for po\\·er and re\·cmle, for it is now depri,·ed. 
which there would be neither occasion In contemplating the whole of this 
nor apolog-y if the circle of ci\ ilization . subject, I extend my ,·iews into tlw. 
were remlered complete. Ci,·il g-<wern- lllepartment of cnmmC'rce. In all Ill) 

ment alone, or the go,·ernment of , public·atinns, where the matter woull, 
laws, is not productive of pretences , admit, I ha,·e been an alh·ocate for 
f11r mnny taxes; it ''rnates at home, , c·ommercc, because I am a friend to 
dircctlv under the eve of the CllUntn·, · its ciTects. It is a pacilk system, 
and p•:ecludcs the ,;,,ssihility l,f mu::h Dpcrating to .:nrdializc mankind, by 
imp<Jsition. But when th.: scene is rcnller·ing nati,Jns, as well as imli
laid in the un..:i\·ilized ,:untcnti,,u ot" I \·iduals, usd'nl l•' L'ac·h other. .\s ttl 

g-u,·cn•ments, th" lidd (lf pretences is I the mere thcur.-tical rct"l'l"lllalicJn, I 
enlarged, and the ..:uuntry being nu I have 11<.:\ er preached it up. The mo::;t 
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effectual process is that of improving be the carrier for the world, but she 
the condition of man by means of his cannot be the merchant. She cannot 
intere~t; and it is on tl1is ground that be the seller and buyer of her own 
I take my stand. merchandize. The ability to buy 

ff commerce were permitted to act must reside out of herself; ami, 
to the universal extent it is capable therefore, the prosperity of any com
of, it would extirpate the system of mercia! nation is regulated by the 
war, and produce a revolution in the prosperity of the rest. If they are 
uncivilized state of go\·ernments. poor she cannot be rich, and her con
The itn-ention of commerce has arisen dition, be it what it may, is an index 
since those go\·ernments began, and of the height of the commercial tide 
it is the greatest approach towards in other nations. 
uni\·ersal ci\·ilization that has yet That the principles of commerce, 
been made by any means not imme- and its universal operation, may be 
diately Aowing from moral principles. understood, without understanding 

\Vhatever has a tendency to pro- the practice, is a position that reason 
mote the civil intercourse of nations will not deny; anti it is on this ground 
by an exchange of benelits, is a sub- only that I argue the subject. It is 
j_ect as worthy of philosophy as one thing in the counting-house, in 
politics. Commerce is no other than the world it is another. \Vith respect 
the tratTic of two indi\"iduals, multi- to its operation it must necessarily he 
plied on a scale of number; and the contemplated as a reciprocal thing; 
same rule that nature intended for the that only one-half of its powers 
intercourse of two, she intended for resiucs within the nation, ami that 
that of all. For this purpose she has the whole is as cn·ectuallv uestroycd 
uistributcd the materials of manu- by destroying the ·half that resides 
factures ami Clltnmerce in various and without, as if the destruction had 
uistant parts of a nation and of the been committed on that which is 
world; and as they cannot be pro- within; for neither can act witlwut 
cured by war so cheaply or so com- the other. 
modiously as by cGmmcrce, she has \Vhen in the last, as well as in 
rendered the latter the means of fonner \\·ars, the commerce of Eng-land 
extirpating the former. sunk, it was because the qu;ntity 

i\s the two arc nearly the opposite 
1 

was lessened everywhere; anu it now 
of each other, c,mscquently, the rises, because commerce is in a rising
UJH:i,·ilized state of the European state in every nation. If England, at 
g-o\·ernments is InJurious to com- this day, imports and exports nll'rc 
men:e. En'r\" kind of destruction or than at any furiner period, the nations 
embarrassme,;t scn·es to lessen the with which she trades must neces
quantity, and it matters but little in sarily tkJ the same; her imports arc 
\\·hat part of the commercial wnrld ' their exports, and 'i.'ti·c <•crsa. 
the reduction hegins. Like blood, it There can be no such thing as a 
ca_nnot he t:tken from a~1y of the parts, I nation flLJurishing al_o•.le in cornmc•-ce; 
wttlwut bemg taken from the wllllle she can nnly parttctpate; and the 
mass in circul.ation, and al_l par~ake of 1

1 

dcstructi_on of it in any, part must 
the loss. \\hen the abthty 111 any necessanly affect all. \'\hen, there
nation t,J buy is destroyed, it equally ' fore, go\·ernments arc at war, the 
in,·nh-es the seller. Could the govern- I attack is made upon a common stoc_k 
ment of Eng·land destroy the com- 1 of commerce, ami the consequence !s 
mcrce "!. all <'ther _nati,'lls, she would I the same as if each had attacked. h1s 
most dlcl'luallv rum her own. own. 

It is possible that a nation may The present increase of commerce 
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i., not to be attributed to mm1sters, or 
to any political contrh·ances, but to its 
l1Wn natural operation in consequence 
of peace. The regular markets had 
heen destroyed, the channels of trade 
broken up, the high road of the seas 
infested with robbers of c\·ery nation, 
and the attention of the world -called 
to other objects. Those interruptions 
ha\·e ceased, and peace has restored 
the deranged condition of things to 
their proper order.' 

It is worth remarking, that e\·ery 
nation reckons the balance of trade 
in its own fa\·our ; and therefore 
something must be irregular in the. 
common ideas upon this suhject. 

The fact, howeYer, is true, ac
cording to what is called a balance ; 
and it is from this cause that com
merce is unh·ersally supported. Every 
nation feels the alh·antage, llr it would 
aband<,n the practice ; but the decep
tion lies in the mode of making up 
the accounts, and in attributing what 
;tre called profits to a wrong cause. 

1\l r. Pill has sometimes amused 
himself, by showing what he called a 
balance of trauc from the custom
house books. This I'Qode of circula
tion, not only afrords no rule that is 
true, but one that is false. 

In the first place, E\·ery cargo that 
departs from the custom-house, 
appears on the books as an export ; 
and ac•:ording to the cust<lm-house 
balance, the losses at sc•a, and by 
foreign failures, are all rc,·koned on 
the side L1f profits because they appear 
as exports. 

·----------------
Secondly, Because the importation 

by the ·smuggling trade does not 
appear on the custom-house books, 
to arrange against the exports. 

No balance, therefore, as applying 
to supedor ach·antages, can be dra\\·n 
from these documents : and if we 
examine the natural operation of 
commerce, the idea is fallacious, and 
if true, would soon be injurious. The 
gTeat suppm·t of commerce consists in 
the balance being a level of benef1ts 
among all nations. 

Two merchants of different nations 
trading together, will both. become 
rich, and each makes the balance in 
his own fa\·our; consequently they do 
not get rich of each other; and it is 
the same with respect to the nations 
in which they reside. The case must 
be, that each nation must get rich oul 
of its own means, and encrease that 
riches by something· which it procures 
from another in exchange. 

If a merchant in England sends ;on 
article of Eng·lish manufacture abroad 
which costs him a shilling at lwme 
and imports something which sells 
for two, he makes a balance of one 
shilling in his fan,ur; but this is not 
gained out of the foreign nation o•· 
the foreign merchant, fLlr he also docs 
the same by the artides he recei~s, 
and neithe1: has the ad\·antage upon 
the other. The <Jriginal ,-:due of the 
two articles in their proper CllUiltries 
was hut two shillings, but by 
changing their places, they anjuin~ a 
neW idea of \·;due e'-!ua\ tL1 double 
what they had first, and that 
cncrcas~d Z·aluc is equally di\·idcd. 

• In An1crica, the increase of comnlct-cc is 
~rcatet· in pr"'JHlrlil'll than in England. It 
iS at this tinh.~, at lt.·a~t L'~lll~ half nh."'fC than 
a~ any period pri:.."~r to t1h.~ re\"l'lution. Thl~. , 
grt.~atc.._'sl llllnlhl·r of \'l~S.scls ckarell l)lll t."'l I 
the J'h.lt"l of Philadelphia, b~.~h11·e the Cf.lnl

nh."'tlCemcnl llf th~ \\'ar·, was hl•t wel'll l'ig-ht 
and nine hund1·t..~d. In tlu~ vca1· 1 in~, t h.:• 
nun1lH~1· wa,;; upwards l'l' l\~·L'In~ hundred. 
A._. till~ ~Late l'f l\:nns\"1\'ania i .... .:•..,tirnah.'d a._. 
an l'ig·lllll par·t l)f i. he U nih·t.l Stah~s in 
}ll'lHIIalil'll, Lhc wlu.lh• nurnhl·r· of \"l'S~l+·• 
ntustuuw Uc neady lcnth ... ,u~aiH.I.--Au/hur. • 

There is no otherwise a balance on 
foreign than on dl'tncsli~ conuncrce. 
The merchants l'f L,,,Hi<lll and 
t\'cwca,_;tle tra<lc <,n the sam~ princi
ples, as it" they rcsilh!u in dill"crcnL 
nalions, anll make their balances in 
the san1c tnann('r ; \·ct Lo1H..llln dl1cs 
lll'L gd rich out or" l'\ewcastle, any 

, nl<'rl.! than !\cwcaslk ,,ut of I.,md''" ; 
( but Cl,als, the mc1·,·ha11dize <lf 1\'e\\·
: castle, ha\·e an additi,mal \·alue at 
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London, and London merchandize has 
the same at Newcastle. 

Though the principle of all com
merce is the same, the domestic, in a 
national \'iew, is the part the most 
beneficial ; because the whole of the 
advantages, on both sides, rests 
within the nation ; whereas, in foreign 
commerce, it is only participation of 
one-half. 

The most unprofitable of all com
merce is that connected with foreign 
dominion. To a few indi\'iduals it 
may be beneficial, merely because it is 
commerce ; but to the nation it is a 
oss. The expence of maintaining 
dominion more than absorbs the profit 
of any trade. It does not encrease 
the g~neral yuantity in the world, hut 
operates to lessen it, and as a greater 
mass would be an,,at by relinquishing 
d,1!ninion, the participation , witlmut 
the expcnce would be more valuable 
than a greater quantity with it. 

But it is imp,1ssible to engross 
commerce bv dominion ; and thcrefnre 
it is still llll;re fallacious. It cannot 
exist in confined channels, and 
neccssarilv breaks out by regular or 
irregular • means, that defeat the 
attempt ; and to succeed would be 
still wnrse. France, since the revolu
ti,m, has been more indifTerent as t,, 
foreign possessions, and other nations 
will become the same when the\' 
in\cstigatc the subject with respect t~> 
Cl)tl1111erL:c. 

To t·he expence of domini,>n is to 
be ad Jed I hat nf na des, and when 
the alll<Htllls ,,f the two arc subtracted 
from th.: prll!its of commerce, it will 
appear that what is called the balance 
of trade, c\·en admitting it to exist, is 
not enjoyed by the nation, but ab
sorbed hy the gon~rnmcnt. 

The idl)a of ha\·ing- navies f,1r the 
protection of ''''mmerce is delus ve. 
It is putting- means of destruction for 
thL' m.:ans or pr.,tecti.>n. Commerce 
ne..:d~ no other pn>lecti,Jn than the 
,. ..... cipn,cal inter~..·sl \\ hi~h cv~..~ry nal.iun 
feels in supporting it -it is Ctlllll110II 

stock-it exists by a balance of 
advantage to all; and the only 
interruption it meets, is from the 
present unch,ilized state of go,·crn
mcnts, and which it is its common 
interest to reform. • 

Quitting this subject, I n'Ow proceed 
to other matters. As it is necessary 
to include England in the prospect ~f 
general reformation, it is proper to 
enquire into the defects of its gO\·ern
ment. It is only by each nation 
reforming its own, that the whole can 
be improved, and the full benefit of 
reformation enjoyed. Only partial 
ad\·antages can !low from partial 
reforms. 

France and England arc the only 
two countries in Europe where a 
reformation in government could ha \'C 

successfully begun. The one secure 
hy the ocean, and the other by the 
immensity of its internal strength, 
could defy the malignancy of foreign 
despotism. But it is with rcn1lutions 
as with commerce, the alh·antagcs 
increase by their becoming gene~al, 
and double to either what each would 
rccci,-e alone. 

As a new system is now opening to 
the view of the world, the European 
courts are plotting to counteract it. 
Alliances, contrary tc1 all former 
systctns, ar~ ag-itating-, and a cornnll'~ll 
interest Of Cllllrt S is fllrming against 
the C<1mmon inkrest of man. This 
combination draws a line that runs 
throughout Europe, and presents a 
cause so entire!\· new as to exclude all 
calculations fnJill r,,rmer circum
stances. \Vhile de~p•llism \\·arred 
with despotism, man had no interest 

1 \\"h..-~n I saw :\I r. PiLL"s mode of ~~ ... 1 imal ing
lhe balancc of trad ... ~, in orh:: of his parlia
tncntary speech~"'· he .-.. ppearC'd to rill~ to 
knL'\\' nothing- (1( the natun~ and inh.'l"l'SI L.,f 
cnmnwrTl~; and rhl man ha-.. llll>rc \\'anlvnly 
tl1rlurcd it than him-,<·lf. Dur-ing a pt~riLld of 
pcact: it ha'"> been haVC"~l'k ... ~d \\ith the 
calarnitiL·c;. .._,f war. Thr~ ..... tinh·..; it ha .... hct·n 
thn.H\'11 into !,litl{llalitm, and th.._~ n~..;.sL"I"' 
ur1rnann ... •d by im-pn·ssing-, within ll'o..;.s than 
fvur· )"l."<U·s of peaL· c. 
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in the contest; but in a cause that 1 

unites the solllier with the citizen, and 1 

r.ation with nation, the despotism of, 
courts, though it feels the danget·s, 
and meditates revenge, is afraid to 
strike. 

No question has arisen \Vithin the 
records of history that pt·essed with 
the importance of the present: It is 
not whether this or that party shall be 
in or out, whether whig or tory, high 
or low shall pre\·ail ; but whether man 
shall inherit his rights, and universal 
civilization take place? \Vhether the 
fruits of his labours shall be enjoyed 
by himself or consumed by the 
profligacy of go,·ernments? \Vhether 
robberv shall be banished ft·om courts, 
and wt=ctchedness from countries? 

\Vhen, in countries that arc called 
ci\·ilizcd, \Ve· see ag-e g·oing to the 
workhouse and youth to the gallows, 
something must be wrong- in the 
system of government. It would 
seem, hy the exterior appearance of 
such countries, that all was happiness ; 
but there lies hidden from the eve of 
common obscn·ati,,n, a mas;_ l'f 
wretchedness that has scarcely any 
other chance, than to expire in 
p~.n·erty ''r infamy. Its cntr;·u1ce int1.l 
life is marked with the presage of its 
fate ; ami until this is remedied, it is 
in ,·ain to pt!nish. 

Civil go\·ernmcnt docs not nmsist 
in exccuti'--1ns ; but in ntaking· such 
pr~.n·isi,,n fot· the instruction of youth 
and the support of age. as tn exclude, 
as much as possible, prnAigacy fr,,m 
the one and despair from the otl~o!r. 
Instead of this, the resl.lurces ,,f a 
country arc J.l\·ishcd upon kings, up,,n 
courts, upon hir,•ling·s, impostllrs a1H.I 
prL'"' itutes; and e\·en the l'''or them
seh·es, with all thdr wants up~.n1 
them, arc cnmpellcd to supp,,rt the 
fraud that opprc,.;scs thcni. 

\Vhv is it that sc:u·,·dv anv arc 
exccut.ccl hut the P''''r i' ·I'he f;td i" 
a prlHJf, an tong- ot h~r thing-s, llr a 
\\TI.'lchedness in their "''nditi,lJI. Brl!d 
up withuut mcwals, anu cast upun the 

world without a prospect, they are 
the exposeJ saet·ificc of vice ami legal 
barbarit\'. The millions that are 
superfluously wastet.l upon go,·crn
ments arc more than sufficient to 
reform those evils, and to benefit the 
condition of e\·erv man in a nation, 
not includcJ withi'n the purlieus ,,f a 
court. This I hope to make appear 
in the progress of this work. 

It is the nature of compassion to 
associate with misfortune. In taking 
up this subject I seek no recompcncc 
-I fear no consequence. Fortified 
with that proud integrity that disdains 
to triumph or to yield, I will ach·ocate 
the Rights of Man. 

It is to my alh·antag-e that I have 
sen·ed an apprenticeship to life. I 
know the value of moral instruction, 
and I ha\·e :-;een the danger of tht! 
c~.mtrary. 

At an early period, lit lie more than 
sixteen yea;s of age, raw and ad
\"enturous, and heated with the false 
heroism of a master' who had served 
in a man-of:.war, I b.:-camc the can·cr 
of 111\" own f~.1rtune, and cnlet·cd on 
hoani the Terrible• l'ri,·ak~.·r·, Captain 
Death. From this ath·enturc I ,,·as 
happily prc\·,·nled by the afl",•cti,,nalc 
and n1oral rcm,,nstrance of a go,,d 
father, who, fr,,m his ~.nvn habits ,,f 
lif,•, being of the Quaker pn,fessi,,n 
must begin to look UJK'n me as lost. 
But the impression, much as it 
ell"ected at 1 he t inw, began to wear 
aw;l\·, and I entered afterwards in 
the · King t'f l'ru,.sia Pri,·atccr, 

' Captain ::\-lcndez, and \\·,·nt \\·ith her 
l1.l sea. Yet frc1111 ~nch a h.:-ginning-, 
and with all the inC<,n\"l.:!niencc elf 
l'arly life against me, I am pn'tlll to 
;;ay that with a pers,•\·crancc un
di~m;n·e,l by dillicultic•s, a dis
intcre~tcdnes~ that nlmpcll.:-d rc,.,pcct, 
I ha,·e not ''nh· c~.,ntrihut.:-d ''' raise a 
nc\\· empire in- the w,,rJd, f,,unclcd t'll 

a new syst<.·m ,,f g,,,·enllllcnt, hut I 
1 R,·\'. \\"illiam Kn,,wl,·s, 1na~h·r '-'r the 

g-t·anunar ~chool '-,f Tht!tfl'rll, in :\"l1ri\Jik.
..J ut/wr. 
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have arrived 2t an en1incnce in 
political literature, the most difficult 
of all lines to succeed and excel in, 
which aristocracy with all its aids has 
not been able to reach or to rival. 

Knowing my own heart and feeling 
myself as I now do, superior to all 
the skirmish of party, the inveteracy 
of interested or mistaken opponents, 
I answer not to falsehood or abuse, 
but proceed to the defects of the 
English go\·ernment.• 

• Politics and self-interest have been so 
unifoni1ly connected that tile world, from 
being so often deceived, has a right to be 
suspicious of public characters, but with 
regard to myself I am perfectly easy on this 
head. I did not, at my first setting out in 
public life, nearly sc\·cntcen years ago, turn 
my thoughts to subjects of go\·cmmcnt from 
1notivcs of interest, and my conduct fron1 
that moment to this pro\•cs the fact. I saw 
an opportunity in which l thought I could 
do so1nc good, and I followed exactly what 
my heart dictated. I neither read books, 
nor studi<>d other P•'oplc's opinion. I thought 
for mvsclf. The case was this :-

Du~ing the suspension of l he old govern
ments in America, both po·ior to and at the 
breaking out of hostilities, I was struck with 
I he order and dl~Co1·um with which c\·crv
thing- was contluctcd, and imp1·csscd wilh 
the idea that a littl,, more than what society 
naturally pcrfornu~d was aJl lht.! g'O\"CfJlnlCill 

that was necessary, and t hal nHHHlfchy and 
aristocrac'r' were frauds and impositions 
upon mankind. On thc•s<> principl••s I pub
lished the pamphlet Cvmmun ~"'t'IISl'. Th~ 
Slll-'~css it nh~t with W~ls beyond anything 
!'Iince the invention of printin):{. I g"a\'(~ the 
cop}Tig-ht to every slate in 1ht.! Cnion, and 
the Jemand ran to nol less than one hundred 
thousarul copil~S. I coni inucd the ~ubjcct in 
the sa1nc n1anncr, und~1· th..:: I itle of 1'/u: 
Crisis, till the complete establishment of the , 
n·volution. 

After the d,•darat ion of indc•pendenre 
CongTcss unanimously, and unknown hl nle~ 
appointed me sccn~tary in I he foreig-n 
dcpartmC"nl. This was agreeable to Inc, 
because it g-ave nH.~ the oppt,t·tunity of set•ing 

1 

into the ahilit.i("s of [,,reign courts, and their 
mannc1· of doing business. Hut a misutH.Icr. 
stanUing ari~ing hl-•t ween Ct.,ngrcss and me 
rcsJll!cting- 1.lllC of their commis.si~o.l_ncrs then • 
in Europe, r..Jr. Silas Deane, I n.•stgncd the 
oflkc, and declin"'d ul the same I inH! Lhc 
pecuniarr uOCr·s mad .. ~ hy the l\linistvrs nf 
Fr·ancl~ and Spain, ~I. Ger·anl and J h)ll 
Juan ~li,·ralh". 

l had hy this tim<! so compl'-'L"ly gained 

I begin with charters and corpora
tion.s. 

It is a perversion of terms to say 
that a charter gives rights. It 
operates by a contrary effect-that 
of taking rights away. Rights are 
inherently in all the inhabitants ; but 
charters, by annulling those rights in 
the majority, lem·e the right, by 
exclttsion, in the hands of a few. If 
charters were constructed so as to 
express in direct terms, "t!wt C'i!CrJ• 

the ear and eonlidi!nce of America, and Ill\" 

own independence was hccome so visibiC, 
as to give m<! a range in political \\Tiling
beyond, perhaps, what any man c\·cr 
possessed in any country, and, what is 
more extraordinary, I held it undiminished 
to the end of the war, and enjoy it in the 
same nHlllltCI' to the present moment. As 
nw obj,,ct was not mys,•lf, I set out with the 
determination, and happily with the disposi
tion, of not being rnovcd by praise . or 
censure, friendship or cahunny, nor of bcmg 
<.h·a\\·n from rny purpose by any personal 
alter.:ation, and the man who cannot do 
ihis is not fit for a public character. 

\\"lwn the war ended I went f.-om Phila
d,•lphia to Borden-Town, on the cast bank 
of the Delaware, where I ha\·e a small plan•. 
Cong-n~ss was at this timt.~ at Prince Town, 
liftc,•n mile~ distant, and General \\"nshing
ton had taken his headquarters at Rocky 
Hill, within the neighbourhood of c.mgrc•ss, 
for the purpose of n•signing up his ('tHll· 
mission (the obj • .-ct for whkh he acccpl<'J 
it bt•ing accomplished), and of retirinJ.{ to 
pl"ivatc life. \\"hile h~ was on this busint.•ss 
IH~ wrote lilt! lht.~ letter whic"h 1 hen.~ ~ub
join:-

"I have lt.•arned since I ha\'c hePn at this 
place that you arc at B,ll·den-Town. 
\\"hether fnr the sake of rc•tirem..-nl or 
ccc0nomy I know not. Be it for eithl.'r, f,,.. 
both, or whall~\·cr it mny, if you will comt• 
to this pla•·c, and J><u·takc with me, I shall 
b .. • cxct~cUingly happy to see you at it. 

"Your prcsenn~ may remind Congress of 
yt.lur past sen·iccs t_o this ..... ,untry, anJ if it 
is in my pOWL!r to 1mpn.~ss them, c0mmand 
Ill\" heo.;t exertion.., with fn~ .. ·Uorn, as th .. ·v 
will b<' n•nd,•r<>d eloecrlidly by one wh~o 
t~ntt.~r·tain..; a Jin~ly Sl"ll~e of the imp<.ll"lanc .. ~ 
of \'ll\11" Wt..H·k-;, and who, \Vith much plcasui·c, 
sul;sct·ib .. ~s himself- Your sincere fricnU, 

'·G. \VASI!J~;<;T():-;",' 

Dut·ing- the war·, in tla~ latt .. ~,. end or the 
year 17Ho, I ll.H-nH·d hl myself a design of 
coming over to England, and communiL·ated 
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inhabitant, 7Piw is not n member of a 
corporation, shall not exercise the right 
of 'l.'Oiing," such charters would, in 
the face, be charters not of rights, 
but of exclusion. The effect is the 
same under the form they now stand ; 
and the only persons on whom they 
operate arc the persons whom they 
exclude. Those- whose rights are 
guaranteed, by not being taken away, 
exercise no other rights than as 
members of the community they are 
entitled to without a charter; and, 
therefore, all charters havi! no other 
than an indirect ncgati\·e operation. 
They do not give rights to A, but 
thev make a difference in favour of A 
by ~taking away the right of B, and 
~onsequently arc instruments of in-
justice. -

lessen the common rig-hts of national 
society. A nati\·e of England, under 
the operation of these charters and 
corporations, cannot be said to be an 
Englishman in the full sense of the 
word. He is not free of the nation 
in the same manner that a French
man is free of France, and an American 
of America. His rights are circum
scribed to the town, and in some 
cases to the parish of· hi~ birth ; and 
all other parts, though in his nati\·e 
land, arc to him as a foreign country. 
To acquire a residence in these he 
must undergo a local naturalization 
by purchase, or he is forbidden or 
expelled the place. This species of 
fcudality is kept up to aggrundize the 
corporation by the ruin of towns ; and 
the effect is visible. 

Hut charters and corporations have 
a more extensive evil effect than what 
relates merely to elections. They are 
sources of endless contentions in the 
places where they exist, and they 

it to General G-n~ene, \\"ho was then in 
l'hilalldphia on his route to th" southwan.l, 
{~l'th .. ·ral \\·ashing·tnn hcing tht.-n at too gn•at 
Cl distanc .. ~ tn Clllnmunicatc with intnH~diately. 
~ wa.., st J"Llll~ly irnprt•sscJ with the idea that 
If I could ~et O\·er lo En!>(laml without being" 
known, and only rernain in sall-ty till I couiU 
kl'l out a publi":alil-Hl, that l could upcn the 
l~y,•s of tlu.~ country with t·espccl to the· mall
ll"~s~ and ~tupidity of its government. I saw 
that t~H! pat·tics in pal"lianll~nt had pith~d 
lhl~nbclves as far as th~.•y l.'1.lulJ ~o, and 
t:uuld tnakc no new impn .. "isions on t'.ach 
Dlhc1·. (;eneral Greenl~ t~ntcn.•d full\" inll' 
n11· views. but the alTair of Arnold and "Amhe 
h;lpp,~ning- just after, he ehangcU his ntind, 
ttnd untk·r strong appn--lu .. n:-.iuns for my 
sarl~ty, wrote very prc~singly hJ 1ne from 
Annapolis, in 1\laryland, to give up the 
dc:-.ign, which, with so1nc n~luctant:L', I did. 
Soon after this I accompaniell Colonel 
Lawrcns, son of l\lr. Lawrens, who was 
then in the TowPr, to Franc~ nn business 
f"r,, 111 Congress. \\" c landed at I."Oricnl, 
~nd while I rcn_1ained there, he bdng: gone 
lurwanl, a l"ll't.:umstance occurTell that 
renewed nty ~·l.ll"lliCI· design. .-\n Eng-lish 
('laLkt...•l front l·ahnouth to ~·cw Ylu·k, with 
the Go\"~rnment dispah.:hl.~s on bl'lanl, was 
brought ir~lo L'Lh-icnl. Thal a padi.t'l should 
hl~ taken IS no cxtraun..linary thing-, hut that 
the Jispntch"s should be taken with it will 

The generality of corporation towns 
arc in a state of solitary dec;l\·, and 
prevented from further -ruin o~ly by 
some circumstance in their situation, 
such as a navigable ri\·cr, or a plentiful 

sca.rccly be erl'ditcd, as they :tr" always 
slung at till~ eabin witH.low in a hag lnadc<l 
with canTHln·ha11, and ready h> hl· ~unk at a 
monll·nt. The." fa.:t, hLn\·c.·\·"-~r, is as I han.~ 
slated it, for the dispatehl~s eamc into my 
hand~, and I n_'ad then1. Thl.• captun.', a~ I 
was informed, succ~.·c.~dl~d bv the fl,ill>Wing 
slralag-"m :-The c-aptain of the ~I adam·,, 
privall·c.•t·, \\"hl> sp~.,kc English, on co1ning- up 
with the packl·t, passt•U him~clf flw lhl! 
l,aplain l,f an English frig-att•, and invitcll 
till~ l·aptain l.lf the packet l'll bllanl, ~vhich, 
when li~..'ne, lh~ sent s0mc of his own hands 
bacli, and Sl-..~.·ured tht.~ mail. But b"-~ the 
circum~canL·l~ l'r the capture what it n1ay, I 
sr~ak with certainty as lO lhc g-O\"l.'rlllllC'I\1 

llispalclws. They were ~enl up lo Paris t'' 
cl,Uill \"cl·gentlPS, anJ Whl'll Clllllllcl La wrens 
anJ myself ro:lunwd lo America we look the 
o1·iginals ll, ConJ{n~ss. 

By tlwse dispatches I saw into the stupidity 
of the En~lish Cabin"t far more lhan I other
wise -couid have don~, and I rt"lll!Wcd 1nv 
f0rmcr d,•sign. But Colonl·l La\\TL'llS wa"'s 
so unwilling- tll return al0n .. \ n1orc e~twcially 
as, tlllll.lllg· Lllher lll.iLtll'rs, we h~Hl a charge 

1 of upwanls of two hundr .. ·ll th .. ,usand JllHinds 

I sterling in lllOill')', that I gave in to his 
wi~hes, and finally g-ave up my plan. But I 

1 am nnw certain that if I Cllllld han: cx .. 'l'Uied I it that it ~\'ouh.l not ha \"l.' hcl'n alt .. ,gethc•· 
· unsliLL'l~S~Jui.--Au//wr. 
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surrounding country. As popuiation 
is one of the chief sources of wealth 
(for without it land itself has no ,·;due), 
e:verything which operates to prevent 
it must lessen the value of property; 
and as corpomtions ha\'e not only this 
tendency, but directly this effect, they 
cannot but be injuria"us. If any policy 
were to be followed, instead of that 
of general freedom to every person 
to settle where he choose (as in France 
or America) it would be more con
sistent to give encouragement to new 
comers than to preclude their admis
sion by exacting premiums from 
them.' 

directly affected by the depression of 
property in corporation towns as th~ 
inhabitants themselves, it partakes of 
the consequence. B)' lessening the 
value of property, the quantity of 
national commerce is curtailed. E\·ery 
man is a customer in proportion to 
his ability; and as all parts of a 
nation trade with each other, what
e\·er affects any of the parts must 
necessarilv communicate to the whole. 

As one ~f the houses of the English 
parliament is, in a great measure, 
made up of elections from these cor
porations ; and as it is unnatural that 
a pure stream should 11ow from a foul 
fountain, its ,·ices are but a continua
tion of the vices of its origin. A 
man of moral honour and good 
political principles cannot submit to 
the mean drudgery am.l disgraco.:ful 
arts by which such elections are 
c:J.;·ried. To be a successful candidate 
he must be destitute of the qualities 
that constitute a just legislator; and 
being tb~s disciplined to corruption 
by the modo.: of entering into parlia
ment, it is not to be expected that the 

1 rcpresentati,·e slwulu be better than 
the man. 

1\lr. Burke•, in speaking of the 
English represcntati,m, has alh·anced 
as bold a challenge as e\·cr was gi,·en 

so in the davs of chi,·aln·. "Our repre-

1 

so.:ntation.," savs he, "·has been f,n111d 

The persons most immediately 
interested in the abolition of corpora
tions arc the inhabitants of the towns 
where corporations are established. 
The instances of Manchester, Bir
mingham, and Sh..-.Jlleld shew, by 
contrast, the lllJUry which these 
Gothic institutions are to property 
and commerce. A few examples may 
be found,· such as that of London, 
whosc natural and commercial alh·an
tages, owing to its situation on the 
Thames, arc capable of bearing up 
against thc political e\·ils Llf a cor
(1llrati,m ; but in almost all other cases 
the fatality is too ,·isible to be duubtcd 
or d<.!nicd: 

Thoug-h the whole nation is not 

• h·i' diffi,·ult to a.·,·ounl f,.r 1hc ori~in of /'<'Jjixl/.1' mkq;wlc lu ali 1/w purpo.,·cs 
charr(•r and c,Jrporation towns, unless we 

1 

for \\·hich a representation of th~ 
suppost· th.-m ''' ha\'c aJ"is,·n. oul of, <>r l~ecn I people can be desirc•d or de\·ised. I 
e•.1JHll~ct,•d With, :~onll~ sp('L"Ie., ol garnson _1 f , . I " I · . f 
,.,n·i''"· The tim,,s in which tlwy lwg;"' ue }", co~ltm.ues 1c, t 1e enenues (:. 
ju,tif)' thi' id,•a. The g.-nerality of I hose our CLlnstttutHln to !'hew the contrary. 
towns han· been garris.>ns, anu I he '"'''"!?Ora- This declaration fnlm a man who has 
ti,>ns w~·r,· ch;uxed with thc_ car.- ol. the been in constant opp,,sition to all the 
J,.!"atl'.., ol thL• towns whL'Il llLlllllhlaJ)" garnson · I 
~,.,., pr·e--·nt. Their refusing or granting meas_ures .l'~ par!tamcnt the who e 
adrni,,ion to "'·angers, which ha' produccu 1 of h1s polttJcal life, a year or tWL' 
the cu-..hHn l'~f gidng, sdling, anJ buying- excepted, is n1o;..;t ..:xtraordinary ; and, 
rn~L'dlH.n, has llllli:C.tlf the nalure of g.arri_-..Pn I C\1111paring- hin1 \Vith hirns..:lf, aUnt its 
aulhonty I han crvrl g<>Vcrnnwnt. :Soldrers f I , .. ILennti\·e th· tlrlt hL' 
arc lrl~l.." of all corJhlraliP 11 s througlttlul lhc 0 no ot 1~.;; ~ .l . .. . ._\n • 
nalion, by llh· same 1,.,lprit•ly 1hat L"\·ery aL"tL·d :q .. ~·;un~l l11s JUdgrncnt as a 
~tlldic.·r i~ fr(~l! of c\'l·z·\· g-arri:-,tlll, and nt'~ rn..:n1hcr ,, .. has dl:"clarcd conlrar\· tLl 
olliel' JH~r~t'lls _ai"L'. Ji.._! c..":LI_l ~-olhn\·. an_y 1 it as an ~ttllhl)r. .. 
cn~pll-.)"ll~'~nt, With the_ pcl"lliiS~Il:'lll of Ius But it is IH1L .;n the rL' ll'~scntati~.ln 
nll1cc.-r.,, 111 any l:(U"JllH"alhHI tU\\"11 thn .. mghuut · . ( . 
the nation ... . 'tullwr. • 1 only that the d__,f,.-.cls he, and therdorc 
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I proceed in the next place to the nearly equal proportions bet\\·een the 
aristocracy. land and articles of consumption, the 

\Vhat is _called the House of Peers land bearing rather the largest share ; 
.is constituted on a ground very but since that ::era nearly thirteen 
similar to that against which there is \ millions annually of new ta~es have 
a law in other cases. It amounts to been thrown upon consumptiOn; the 
a combination of persot1s- ii1 one consequence of which has been a 
common interest. No better reason constant en crease in t}lc number and 
can be given why a house of legisla- wretchedness of the poor, and in the 
tion should be composed entirely of amount of the poor rates. Yet here 
men \)those occupation consists in again the burden docs not fall in 
letting landed property, than why it equal proportions on the aristocr~cy 
should be composed of those who wtlh the rest of the commumty. 
hire, or of brewers, of bakers, or any Their residences, whether in town or 
other separate class of men. country, arc not mixed with the 

1\lr. ·Burke calls this house "the habitations of the poN. They li\·e 
great ground and pillar of sct:urii:J' to apart from distress and the cxpencc 
the lauded i11terest." Let us examine of relie\·ing it. It is in manufacturing 
this idea. towns and labouring ,-illagcs that 

\Vhat pillar of security will the those burdens press the heaviest, in 
landed interest rc4uirc more than any many of which it is one class of poor 
other interest in the slate, 1,1. what supporting another. 
rig·ht has it to a distinct and separate Sc\·eral of the nll'st heavy and 
representation frl'lll tlw general producti,·e taxes arc S<l cont ri\·cd as 
interest or a nati,,n? The only usc to give an exemption h' this pillar, 
to be made of this power (and which thus standing- in its l1\\·n defence. 
it has always made) is to ward off The tax upon beer brewed for sale 
taxes from itself, and throw the docs not all"ccl the aristocrac\·, who 
burden upon such articles of CLm- brew their own beer free fn,;n this 
sumption by which itself would be duty. It falls 1111ly L11l tlwsc wlw have 
least a!Tectcd. not con\·cnicnrv L'r abilitY t'' brew, 

That· this has been the consequence and whll must' purchase it in small 
(ami will always be the consequence) quantities. Hut what will mankind 
,,r constructing g-Lwernments on C<1111- think of the justkc of taxation \\·hen 
hina\i,,ns, is c\·ident with rcspc•ct I<' they ktlLH\" that this tax al,'tlc, fr,,m 
Eng-lanll from the history of its taxes. which the arist,,cracv at·e fr,,m 

1'\,ltwithstandin~ taxes ha\·c en- circumstances .:xcmpl, i.s nearly c•qual 
creased and multiplicll up,,n c\·cry 1 Ill the whl1k ,,r the land-tax, bc·ing- in 
article or common c.,nsumption, the the year 1788, and it is twt less now, 
land-tax, \\hich more particularly ;{1,6(,(,,t:;2, ami \\·ith its prL'P''rtion 
aiTects this ''pillar,'' has diminished. ,,r the taxl'S on malt ami Ill'!'"• it 
In 1778 the amount l,f the laml-tax exceeds it. That a sing·le article, 
was £:1 ,l):;o,ooo, which is half-a-

1 
thus partially l'llnsumcd, and that 

millil1n less than it pr,,duc~,J alnw~t a i chid1y hy the working-part, sh,,uld he 
hundred years ag,,,• n,,l\nthstandmg- 1 subJcc·tto a tax, equal l<l that on the 
the rentals arc in many instance~ ' wlwle rental of a natiL'n, is, p~.:rhap,.., 
d,,ubi~J since that _rcri,'d: \ a fad_ not tl1 he parallclell in the• 

Bd,,re the commg- ol the Ilan,,- , h1st,n·1cs ,,r re\·cnue. 
verians, the taxes \\·ere di\·idc•ll in This is onl' ,,f tlh· C<'nsequ,•n,·es 

1 Sl·(" Sir .1~o.,hn Sinclair'!-> 1/:.s/oJ_v oj~ /lu: 
ft,t'7.-'''" u,·. The lanJ-Lax in lt•-~6 w:1" 
.£>,4i 3..!99---.-1 utlwr. 

n.?suhitq . .!· fn.,nl a lh·,u~(" l'r l~·g-i~·daiil-..11 
C~llllJ1l'S'--~d l"'ll the gr~..,und '-'1' a l"t'l1l

biualiL'll Of l:L"'Illll\(lll ii11L'J"\.•Sl ; ft,~· 
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whatever their separate politics as to on the same united support. Com
parties may be, in this they are merce, manufactures, arts, science~, 
united. \Vhether a combination acts and e\·erything else, com_pare~l with 
to raise the price of any article for this, are supported but in parts. 
sale, or the rate of wages, or whether Their pro!>perity or their decay ha~ 
it acts to throw taxes from itself upon not the same universal influence. 
another class of the community, the \Vhen tile vallies laugh and sing it is 
principle and the effect arc the same ; not the farmer only but all creation 
and if the one be illegal, it will be that rejoices. It is a prosperity that 
difficult to shew that the other ought excludes all envy ; and this cannot be 
to exist. said of anything else. 

It is no use to sav that taxes are Why, then, does Mr. Burke talk of 
first proposed in ·the house of his house of peers as the pillar of the 
commons ; for as the other house has landed interest? \Vere that pillar to 
always a negative, it can always sink into the earth, the same landed 
defend itself; and it would be property woald continue, and the 
ridiculous to suppose that its ac- same ploughing, sowing, and reaping 
quiescence in the measures to be would go on. The aristocracy arc 
proposed were not understood before- not the farmers who work the land and 
hand. lksiucs whic:h it has obtain,·d raise the produce, but are the mere 
so much inlluence hy hon,ug-h-traffic, consumers of the rent ; and when 
and so man\' of its relntions and 1 comrared with the acti\·c \\'orld, arc 
conncctior:s ;trc distributed on both the drones, a seraglio of males, who 
sides the commons, as to give it, neither collect the honey nor form the 
besides an absolute neg-ati\'C in one hi\·e, hut exist only for lazy enjoy
house, a preponderanc)· in the other ment. 
in all matters of common concern. l\Ir. Burke, in his first cssav, called 

It is difficult to discover what is aristocracy "/he Cvrintluim ;,pitalt!f 
meant by the landed infl'rcsl, if it docs I polislil'd svcidy." Towards com
nclt mean a combination of aristo- , pleating the figure he has now added 
cratical landholders opposing their : the pillar; but still the base is 
own pecuniary interest to that of the wanting : and whenever a nation 
farmer, and c\·ery branch of trade, ' chuse to act a Samson, not blind, but 
commerce, and manufacture. In all bold, down will go the temple of 
other resrects it is I he only interest ,,I Dagon, the Lords and the Philistines. 
that needs no partial protection. It If a house of legislation is to be 
cnj1,ys the g-eneral prolccti,,n of the composed of men of one class for the 
\\·orld. E,·ery indi\·idual, high or low, : purpose of protecting a distinct 
is interested in the fruih of the earth; 1 Interest, all the Llther interests ~hould 
men, women, and chiluren, of all ages 

1 

ha,·e the same. The inequality as 
and deg-rees, will turn out to assist 1 well as the burden ,,f taxation arist's 
the fanner, rather than a han-est 1 from admitting it in one case and not 
should 1wt be got in; and they will 

1 
in aiL Had there been a house of 

ll<'t act thus hy any other property. fanners, there had been no game 
It is the onlv one for which the laws; or a house of merchants and 
comnHHl praye1: of mankind is rut up, manufacturers, the taxes had neither 
and th,• ,,nly one that can ne\·er fail been so unequal nor so excessi\·e. It 
frnm the want ,,f means. It is the is from the pln\·er of taxation being in 
interest, 1w1- of I he P''licy, hut ,,f the I he hands of those ,,-ho can throw so 
existence nf man, and when it ceases g·reat a part ,,f it fn,rn their own 
h•• must cease lo be. slwulclers, that it has raged without a 

N,, uther interest in a nation stands check. 
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Men· of small or moderate estates supporting the poor. The Duke of 
tre more injured by the taxes being Richmond alone (and there are cases 
:hrown on articles of consumption , similar to his) takes a\\·ay as much 
.han they arc cased by warding it for himself as would maintain two 
rrom landed property for the folll1Wing thousand poor and aged persons. Is 
reasons: it, then, any wonder that under such 

First, They consume more of the a system of government, taxes and 
producti\·e taxable articles, in pro- rates have multiplied to their present 
PL'rtion to their property, than those extent? 
of large estates. In stating these matters, ·J speak 

Secondly, their residence is chiefiy in open and disinterested language 
in tmn1s, and their property in houses; dictated by no passion but that of 
and the encrcase of the poor-rates, ! humanity. To me, who ha\·e not 
occasioned hy taxes on consumption, only rcft;sed offers because I thought 
is in much greater proportion than them improper, but have declined 
the land-tax has been favoured. In rewards I might with reputation have 
Birmingham, the poor-rates arc not accepted, it is no wonder that mean
less than seven shillings in the pound. ness and imposition appear disgustful. 
From this, as is already obsern:-d, the Independence is my happiness, and I 
aristocracy arc in· a i.;-reat mcasurc ,·icw things as they arc, without 
CXl'mpt. regard to place or person; my country 

Thcsc arc but a part of llw mis- i!-. the \\"oriel, and my n·ligion is t,, do 
chicf s nnwi ng- from the wretched good. 
scheme of a house of peel's. 1\tr. Burke, 1n speaking of the 

As a combination, it can always arislocratical law of primogeniture, 
throw a considerable pLwtion of tax.es savs: " It is the standing law of our 
from itself; and as an hereditan· landed .inheritance; and. which, with
house, accountable to nobodv, ft out question, has a tendency, and I 
rcsembl~s a rotten borough, \~·hose think," continues he, "a happy ten
consent 1s to be courted bv interest. de1~cy, to preserve a ~!1aracter of 
There arc but a few of its -members, we1ght and consequence. 
who arc not in some mode or other ~I r. Burke mav call this law what 
participators, or disposers of the he pleases, but ln(manity ami impartial 
public money. One turns a candle- refiection will denounce it as a law of 
holder, or a lord in waiting; another brutal injw;tice. \\'ere''"'~ 1wt accus
a lord of thc beLI-chambe.r, a groom tomed to thc daily practice, :u!d diJ 
of the stole, or any insigniti,·ant \\·e L'lll\" hear of it as the Ia\\" o! s<>mc 
nominal oflice to which a salan· is distant part of thc world, \\·c should 
annexed, paid out L,f the public !a"xes, II conclude that the kgislators of such 
ami which a\·oids the direct appear- countries had 1wt yet arri\·ed al a 
ancc of corruption. Such situatiL1ns , state of civilization: 
arc Llcrogatm·y to the character ,,f I As to its prescn·ing a character of 
man ; and wherc thev can be sub- 7i'n/.:lil and conscqurnn·, the case 
mit ted to, lwnour cam{ot reside. i appears to me directly the reverse. 

To all these are to he adLied the It is an attaint upon character; a 
numerous dependants, the ion~ list '

1 

"''rt ofpri\·ateering on family property. 
of younger branches and d1stant It may ha,.,, weight anwng depenLient 
relations, \\·ho arc t0 he pro,·ided f,,r tenants, but it g·in's IWilC on a scale 
at the public ex pence; in short, we1·c· of nati<lllal, anLl much less of uni\·crsal, 
an cstimation lo be madc of tlw charader. SJwaking f,". myself, my 
charg·e l'lf at·istt.,cracy lc• a nation, it p:!rcnts \\·ere th,l able ll'~ g·i\·e tnc a 
will be found ucarly cc1ual t,, that of, shilling beyond what thc·y g-a,·c me in 
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education ; and to do this they dis- It has been customary to call th~ 
tressed themselves ; yet I possess crown the executi1·e power, and the 
more of what is called consequence in custom is continued, though the 
the world, than any one in Mr. Burke's reason has ceased. 
catalogue of aristl)Crats. It was called the exccutz7x, because 

Having thus glanced at some of the person whom it signified used 
the defects of the two houses of , formerly to act in the character of a 
parliament, I proceed to what is i judge, in administering or executing 
called the crown, upon which I shall : the laws. The tribunals were then a 
be 1·cry concise. 1 part of the court. The power, there-

' It signifies a nominal office of a 1 fore, which is now called the judicial, 
million sterling a-year, the business is what was called the executi1'e; 
of which consists in rccci1·ing the and," consequently, one or other of 
money. \Vhether the person be wise the terms is redundant, and one of 
or foolish, sane or insane, a native or ·the oflices useless. When we speak 
a foreigner, matters not. Every of the crown now, it means nothing; 
ministry acts upon the same idea that it signifies neither a judge nor a 
Mr. Burke writes, namely that the general ; besides which it is the laws 
people must be hood-winked, and 1 that go1·ern, and not the man. The 
held in supe•·stitious ignorance by old tem1s are kept up, to give an 
some bugbear or other; and what is 1 appearance of consequence to empty 
called the crown answers this purpose, I forms; and the only effect they have 
and therefore it answer~ all .the r_u:- 1

[ is that of cncrcasing- cxpences. 
poses to he expected I rom 1t. 1 h1s Before I proceed to the means of 
is more than can be said of the other rendering go1·ernments more con
two branches. duci1·e to the general happiness of 

The hazard to which this oAice is mankind than they are at present, it 
expc1sed in all countries is not from will not be improper to take a review 
anything that can happen to the man, ' of the progress of taxation in 
but from what may happen to the England. 
nation-the danger of its coming to It is a general idea, that when 
its senses. taxes arc once laid on, they arc ne1·er 

taken on·. ] ilHI'e\'Cr true this may 
have been of late, it was not always 
so. Either, therefore, the people ·or 
former times were more watchful oYer 
government than those oft he present, 
or g"lll'c'rnment was administered lt"ith 

• Thi-, and the c.;ucl'l~f'ding- paragraph wen! 
omitt~o•d in tlh~ Snnc.)nlb t•Jition, with Lhi!-J 
curnmcut: •· Thcr~ f,.JIJows on p. 107 of the 
or·i~inal cdilion, I wo para,Kraph..,, making
IL"g"c.·thL·r about l'lcn_•n lin,~s of the ~amc 
p•·int in;,4 a"i. in t hi~ edition. Thllsc.~ two ~hclrt 
paragraph~ arc taken inlc.> the informalit>n as 
pro ... ccut:thle mattL~r; hut on whal g'Ttlund 
sul'h a J'l"l-'Sl'l"lltion can bt• supported J am 
at a hl..,;s ILl di-.;c~.n·c.~t·. EvcJ"}' part of \'\'hieh 
a g~lvcrnrnt!nl is c:omp&."'scJ must be alikl! 1 

fully npl·n t,, examination and investigation; 1 

anJ whc.~re this i-.; lllll the ca'"ic tht.! countn· is 
nor in a stall! nf frcednm ; for it is on I); by 
the ft-L'L' :ua<..l rational L~xen:ise of thi~ J"ig-ht, 
I hal l"ITlll'~, impt,~ililllls, and ah ... unlities can 
hi.' dl.•Lel"!l.•d and rl'llll'dit~d dille•· in lilt~ paris 
~l·vc•-a!lr, t)l" in the whoh~. Jf thl!I'C is any 
(Jill-1 tll a g"o\'CI"IIflh.'lll on whid1 tlh! t·xen·i~~.· 
of t!Ji.., •·ig-ht ~.mghl 1~' he llhll'l~ l'ully in-..i ... led 
upou hy a nalilHI than un illllllht·r p;u-1. 11 i...; 
on 1 hal pal' I ft,.- whid1 1 he· n;d i~.,.m pa)o s 1 he
m,,..,, lnl,nt·~-. and whid1, in En~·land, i-; 
calll'd the t:l'ln\·n. ·• 

less extravag-ance. . 
It is now se\·en hundred years since 

the l\i orman Conquest, and the cstah-. 
lishment of what is called the cro\\·n. 
Taking this pc,rli<lO of time in se,·en 
separare periods of nne hundred years 
each, the anwunt of annual taxes, at 
each period, will he as follows:---

Annual am0unt of taxes lc\'icd hy 
\\'illiam the CoiHJHC'TOI-, begin
ning iu lilt! .}'l.'ar rohG 

Annual amount of taxes at one 
hundred \'ears from the CLlll
<[llcsl ( 11tiG) 

£-1oo,ooo 

200,000 
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.\nnual amount of taxes at two 
IHIIl<h·ed vears from the con
quest ( 1 266) 

.\nnual amount of taxes at three 
hundred years from the con
quest (1366) 

.\nnual amount of taxes at four 
hundred years from the con
quest ( 1466) 

IJO,OOO 

100,000 

These -statements and those which 
follow, are taken from Sir John 
Sinclair's .1-Ii"story of the Rct'C111iC; by 
which it appears, that taxes contir1_ued 
decr.:!asing for four hundred years, at 
the expiration of which time they 
were reduced three-fourths, Yiz., from 
four hundred thousand pounds to one 
hundred thousand. The people ot 

England of the present day, ha\'e a 
traditionary and historical idea of the 
bravery of their ancestors ; but what
c\"cr their virtues or their Yices might 
h<n'e been, they certainly were a 
people \Vho would not be imposed 
upon, and who kept go,·ernments in 
;~we as to taxation, if not as to prin
cipk. Though they were not able to 
expel the monarchical usurpation, 
the\· restricted it to a republican 
t.ec;:,nomy of taxes. 

I.et us now re,-iew the remaining 
three humlred years. 
1\nnual atnount of taxes nt li\"l! 

hundn'd Yl"ar·s fn)tn thl~ cun-
'l"'"st ( •s6l•) . . . £soo,ooo 

J\III'Uill <:ttnOUill of taXL"S al six 
l.unUred years frorn the con-
quest ( 161'~) . . . . .. 1,8oo,ooo 

Annual amount of _taxes at Lltt..' 
pres~nt lin1c (I i91) ,, . I j

1
000,000 

at present, it appears impossible to 
account for the enormous expenditure 
on any other ground than extrava
gance, corruption and intrigue.' 

' Several of the cou,·t newspapers ha,·e of 
late made f•·equent mention of \\"at Tyler. 
That his memory should be traduced by 
cou1·t "ycophants and all those who lin· on 
the spoil of a public is not to be wonde•·,,d 
al. l-Ie was, ho\\·evcr, the 1ncnns of checking 
the rage and injustice of taxation in his 
time, and the nation owed much to his 
\"<Ilour. The history is concisely this :-In 
the time of Richa•·d II. a poll tax was levied 
of one shilling per head upon C\"l~ry pc.!J"son, 
of whale\·er estate or condition. on poor as 
well as •·ich, abO\'e the age of fifteen yean;. 
If any fa,·our was shown in the law it was 
to the rich mther than to the poor, as no 
poerson could b,• charg,~d more liMn I wenty 
shillings for hi•nself, r~unily and servants, 
though ever so nuntcrous, while all other 
families undc1· the nunlhL·r of twenty \\"t.!rt! 
~harged per head. PoJI taxes have always 
been odious, but this being also oppn~s!->i\"c 
and unjust, it excitL•d, as it naturally n1ust, 
universal dctestatilln ~unong till! poor and 
middle <"lasses. The p<'rson known by the 
na1ne of \\"at Tvlcr, whost! pn>pc.!r n~unc 
was \Valt,•r, and "a tyl.·r hy lradoe, li\·cd at 
D,·ptC,wd. Th,, g-atlwrer of the poll tax, on 
corning- lo his hLl\lsc llL,.IllanUL"J tax fl11· ClllC 
f'lf his daughters, \\"hcun Tvlcr dcl·larL•d was 
undL~r the age of liftcl,.ll. "'The tax-gatherer· 
insisted on sati!'-lfying him:-;c)f, and began an 
indl!cl!nl l'X;.uninatiLlll L>f the ~irl, which, 
t:•nraging the I~Lthcr, he slnh."k hin1 with a 
ha•n•nc•· that bnH1g-ht hin1 to the gn.-..unJ, and 
was the canst! of his death. 

This cireumsl~Uh'c.!' SL•r·vcd to bring the 
discontc.~nl to an i ... "'iu~·. Thl! inhaUilant-.; of 
the nci~hhL'IUrhooJ t.'S(lL"'USL•J the 4.."aliSC of 
T~·lcr, who in a fL•w day~ was joinl'·J, al"Cl"'rd
ing- to sn1nc hi!')h·wians, by upwards of fifly 
thllll~and lllL"Il, and chllSl"ll tlu.•ir L·hil~r. \\.ith 
this fl'll"l_"l~ he tnarched tt1 London lll dt•n1and 
an abl1litil'll of lhl" tax and a n·dn·~s l'f 
ulhl~l· g-ri .. ·vances. Thl~ l"'-llll"l, llnJing- it ... l·lf 
in a fLlr·h.wn l."Ortdilillll, and unable hl makl! 
n•si~tann.~. agreed, wilh R.ichard at its heaJ, 
to hllld a eonfcn••u·c with Tylct· in Smithfield, 
ntaking- ruany fair lwof~..·ssiLlllS. cuuJ·til·r-like, 
1.•f its di-..pLlSit it.lJIS I 0 n•drt•~s l hl• llJli·H·e~"iillllS. 

The difference between the first flHir 
hundred years and the last 1 hrl'e is 
!'-l1 astonishing·, as to \\·arrant an 
,,pinion tl~at _the natinnal character 
uf the Eng·hsh has changed. It 1 

Wt'uld have been imp,,ssihle to ha\·e 1 

drag·<'oneu the former Eng-li,.;h into 
the- excess of taxatinn that now 
exists; and wh.:r1 it is c,1nsi,kred 
that the pay of the arnn·, the na\·v, 
and all the re\·enuc oll;..:ers, is tl1c 
sa1nc no\v as it \Vas abl1Vc a hundrL'd 
,-ears ag''• when the taxes we•·e Jll't 
;,00,·e a tenth part of what they are 

,\.hill" H.khanl anU T,·I.._~r WPn._• in l.lHI\.l'r"'ia

litJil 1.111 thesl.· matter"; ~.·ach hl'ill!{ on ho•·sL"
h.ack, \\"alw .. H·th, then i\lav~.w ·l,f l.orullHI. 
and Olll' Llf t lt..• cn•aturl'S llf tlu· Ct.lllrl, 

I wah·ht·d an llJlpPr·tnnir v, and lik\_" a l"ll\\'ardlv 
assa~~in . ..,tabbed Tyl~r \\ ith a dag-g .. ·r·, ;u,~l 
IWO l'l" thn.•c lllhcl-s falliug- uplJn him In• ''a~; 
in'ilantly SlllTificed. 

Tyl .. ·r· appears to have hl~l~ll an intn·pii.l 
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\Vith the revolution of 1688, and 
more so since. the Hanover succession, 
came the destructive system of con
tinental intrigues, and the rage for 
foreign wars and foreign dominion ; 
systems of such secure mystery that 
the expences admit of no accounts ; 
a single line stands for millions. To 
what excess taxation might have 
extended, had not the French revolu
tion contributed to break up the 
system, and put an end to pretences, 
is impossible to say. Viewed, as that 
re\·olution ought to be, as the fortu
nate means of lessening the load of 
taxes of both countries, it is of as 
much importance to Englnnd as to 
France ; and, if properly improved 
to all the advantag-es of which it is 
capable, and to which it leads, deserves 
as much celebration in one country as 
the other. 

In pursuing this subject, I shall 
begin with the matter that first pre
sents itself, that of lessening the 
bun.len of taxes; and shall then aud 
such matter and propositions, respect
ing- the three countries of Eng-land, 
France, anll :\meri..:a, as the present 
prllspect of thing-s appl•ars tl) justify. 

plish that end tn less time than in the 
former case. 

The amount of taxes for the year 
ending· aJ: l\lichaelmas, 1788, was as 
follows:-

Land lax 
Custon1s ... 
Excise {including old 

new mall) ... 
Stamps 
1\liscellancous taxes 

incidents ... 

anc.I 

and 

£1,95D,DDO 
J,7l:I9,ZH 

6,75'·727 
1,2,8,.?14 

£'5·572·97° 
Since the year 1788 upwards of one 

million, new taxes, have been laid on, 
besides the produce from the lotteries, 
and as the taxes haYe in general been 
more productive since than before, 
the amount may be taken in roun<l 
numbers at £t7,ooo,ooo. 

N. B.-The expence of collection 
and the drawbacks, which together 
amount to nearly two millions, ar.: 
paid out of the gross amount, ami 
the aboYe is the nett sum paid intl1 
the exchequer. 

This sum of seventeen millions is 
applieJ to two diiTerent puqwscs, 
I he one to pay the interest of lhl· 
national debt, the other to the cu11·ent 
expences of each year. About nine 
millions are appropt·iateu to th.: 

I mean, an allian..:e of the thrl'C, l{,r 
the purposes that will be mentionud 
in their prcpet· place. 

\,Yhat has happened tllay happen 
ag-ain. By the statement before 
shown of the prog-ress of taxation, 
it is seen that taxes ha\·e been 
lessened 1 o a flmrth part of what 
they had fnrmerly been. Though the 
present cir..:umstances dn not admit 1 

of the same reductillll, vet thev admit 
of su..:h a bciginning a~ may· acclHll- 1 

1 former, anll the remainder, being
nearly eig-ht millions, to the latter. 
,\s to the million said to be applied 
to the reJuction of the Jebt, it is ~'' 
mu..:h like paying with one hand ami 
taking out "·ith the other as not t<' 
merit much notice. 

It happened fortunately fnr France 
that she possessed national domains 
for paying off her debt, and thert'l~y 
lessening her taxes ; hut as I his ts 

di,inl .. ,.,.,~pd man wilh ,.. .. ,p,·cl tc' him-.·lf. not the case with Eng-land, her rcduc
J\11 hi~ pr,lpOsal" madl' ll) H.ichan.l \\"(~rt· on a I lion or taxc~ can only take placl! by 
tno~·l· iu~t and public gr,ltHHl than those ; rctlucine- the current cx 11cnccs, \Vhit..·h_ 
wlu..:h had lh·cn m;ull~ tu j,,Jm hv tht• Han111s, ~· 
and notwith~tandmg- tht· ... ~,-,1 pi 1 a 1 H_')' of hi-.- rnay lhl\\' h\! d .. ,nc to the i:UllOUill l'l 
ttul.ulr... autlnwn ltlh· ;\h. Hu 1lit' \\Ill) ..,~,.,·J~ "' flnll· l'l' (i\-L' rnillinns annua\h·, as \\'ill 
g-lo~s ~l\'t·r.•.t ha:--ot· ctt·titlll uf tlh· <:ou.-1 h_y 1 lH:rL'afler appear. \\'h~n. this j..,. 
, __ r~.lllllnng- I r!t'l', hi ... fame will_ {ll1lhn~ tht•ll' I acl:l'1111!1li~h~..·(.1 it \\"ill ll10rl! than 
Jal~\·hn~..~.l. II th~.· Ban111.., nwnted a monu- 1 1 . 
nll·nt 10 lh' l'n_•t·lt·d al H,, 11111 vmcdt·, T\'lcr \ C:l~untcrbalat~Le t 1\.' ~nonl\ous c ltll_g-~..~ 
merit'""'' i11 Smithli,·kl. _ .-Jrtliu.r. · L1l the Am-=ru.:an war, and the sanng 
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will be from the same source from I 
whence the evil arose. 

As for the national debt, however 
heavy the interest may be. in taxes, 
yet as it serves to keep alive a capital 
useful to commerce, it balances by its 
effects a considerable part of its own 
weight; and as the quantity of gold 
and silver in England, is by some 
means ot· other, short of its proper 
proportion I (being not more than 
twenty millions whereas it should be 
sixty) it would, besides the injustice, 
be ba<.l policy to extinguish a capital 
that serves to supply that defect. 
But with respect to the current 
expence whatever is saved therefrom 
is gain. The excess may serve to 
keep corruption ali,·e, but it has no 
reaction on credit and commerce like 
the interest of the debt.* 

It is now very probable that the 
English gm·ernment (I do not mean 
the nation) is·unfriendlv to the French 
re\·olution. \Vhatever' sen·es to ex
pose the intrigue ami lessen the inllu
<.•nce of courts by lessening· tax·ation 
will be un\\·elcome to thos~ who f.:"ed 
up,,n the sp,,il. \Vhilst the clanwur 
,,f French intrigue, arbitrary powet·, 
popery, and wooden shoes could be 
kept up the nation wa:,; easilv allut·ed 
and alarmed int,, taxes. Th~1se davs 
are now past ; deception, it is to he 
hoped, has reaped its last han·est, 
and better times arc in pt·,,sp,'cl for 
both countries and fot· the \\·orld. 

Taking it for granted that an 
alliance may be formed bet ween 
EnglanLI, France and Am,'rica f,,r 
the purposes het·eafter tn he men- 1 

ti<.med, the national expem:es of 
1 

France and Eng·land may c,mse
quently he lesseneu. The same llects 
and armies will tl<1 long·er he neces
sarv to either, and the 'reduction can 
he "made ship r,,t· ship on each side. 
llul to acc,,mpli,.,h these ,,bjects the 

I 1•\)rf.'i).!"fl int l"ig"tlf•, fl,."'n,,•ig-n \\ fli"S, a11d 

fLJn•ig·n dorninions will in a L f.:TPal 11ll..•asurl' 
al"l'l'Uill rl.ll" the dcfi .. -il~llcy.- Aulllur. 

governments must necessarily be 
fitted to a common and correspondent 
principle. Confidence can never take 
place while an hostile disposition 
remains in either, or where mystery 
and secrecy on one side is opposed 
to candour and openness on the 
other. 

These matters admitted, the 
national expences might be put back 
for tile sake of a prcadenl, to what 
they were at some period · when 
France and England were not 
enemies. This, consequently, must 
be prior to the Hano\'er succession, 
and also to the re\·olu tion of 1688. I 

' I happened to be in Eng-land at the c·clc
br·ation of the ccntcnar,· of the Rcvoluti .. )Jl 

of t688. The eharactc;rs of \\'illiam and 
l\la1·y have always appeared 10 n1c detest
able-the ont~ !-.ccking to d~..·~troy his uncJ ..... , 
and the other her father, to g-et po~sl'!-osi .. ,n 
of po\\'cr· then1sclves-yet as th1.. .. nati~.111 was 
disp,,sed to think something ,,r that ,.n,nt, I 
f..-~ It hur·t at se .... ing it a~cribc 1 he wlu,lc r·eru•
t.ation of it to a n1an who had uJult.•rtak .. ~n 
it as a johh, and \\"hll, b~.~sid,~s what h1.• .. ,the•·
wisc g'l)l, cha•·Kcd six hundn·d thou~arHl 
pounds fo1· the cxpt_'lll"f' of the little fleet I hat 
broug-ht him from I (,,lland. (;,,org-e I. ackd 
the sa1111.! d .. ,~c-Hstt.~d par·t as \\"illiarn h:ul 
thllle, and ht.'~llg'hl the l)uchy or Hremc.'ll with 
llh! Jnoncy ht_• .J.:"lll fn."'lll England, lW1.l hundr·4.~d 
and fil"ly thll\ISallll p~.lunds U\"er· and ahl"l\"l! 

hi"' pay as king-. }h~ thus pu•·cha~t·ll it at 
the l'XJ't.'n..:-c l_lf En~land, and addt'U il hl his 
I lano\·c•·i:l.n dt_Hllinions llw his f.l\\"11 private 
profit. In i~u.:-1, (.'\"4.'1")' nation that does not 
J.;""ll\·.._·rn its..:•lf is g-o\·ern .. ~d as a jtlbb. Eng-land 
has U<"<'ll the prey of jobbs l'\'el' since Lhe 
rev ... ,lut itJil. -A ullwr. 

As tilt.' ahtl\"l" tlllll' fonn .. ~ll part of the 
indiclnH•nl aJ.::ainst Pain~.· he on1itlcll it fn,ln 
tht~ Symond~ ,·dition and inseJ·t~.•~..l till' folllH\'
ing in it~ placl!: 

;,l)n pagl' ··~ of tht• nrig-inal l'dition or 
this W(lrk i~ a noh~ in whit·h sirnil;u· rl'rnarks 
are tnad1.• lll\ lhl' l"haraciCI"S of \\"illialll and 
~la•·y, the nah~ fighting- ag-ainst his unt·lc·, 
and the ,,tiH·r· against ht.•r l.l\\"11 fathL·•·· as 
han.~ h~.·t~n tnadc· 1)\· tlllll•r writers. Dr. 
jtlhn~on, I hclicve, ·1.."\TI\ while he.• wa~ a 
pcnsinnl'r· L,f tht• pr~'~l'lll l"tlurt l'XJll·t·~~cd 
hinP,clf in '"'lnlng-~.·r h·rm~ .._,r dio.;appr·,,h:llitlll 
I han I h,l\'t• dulll'. \\'hy a chang,· tlf P''li~.·y 
ila~ 110\\" lal..:l"ll rlatT, tlf prnSt'l"Utillg" al thi" 
tim~.· \\hat wa~ pt-rrnittcd and ap~larcntly 
llh"lllll.<l.J.!"I'd at auntlu·•· lim,·. thv pc.•• "''II ... 
,·,llwcnled l"an b~.-·~t ~.~xplain. In th,· s:1111t~ 



128 RIGHTS OF llfAN. 

The first instance that presents itself, 
antecedent to those dates, is in the 
very wasteful and profligate times of 
Charles the Second ; at which time 
England and France acted as allies. 
If I have chosen a period of great 
extrm·agance it will serve to show 
modern extra\·agance in a still wors.e 
light ; especially as the pay of the 
navy, the army, and the revenue 
officers has not encreased since that 
time. 

the time of Elizabeth the amount of 
all the taxes was but half a million, 
yet the nation sees nothing during 
that period that reproaches it with 
want of consequence. 

All circumstances, then, taken 
together, arising from the French 
revolution, from the approaching 
harmony and reciprocal interest of 
the two nations, the abolition of the 
court intrigue on both sides, and the 
progress of knowledge in the science 
of governing, the annual expenditure 
might be put back to one million and 
a half, viz, 

The peace establishment was then 
as follows (sec Sir John Sinclair's 
"History of the Rc\·emte ") :-

N:n-y £Joo,ooo 
&o\rn1v z 12,000 
Ordnance -lO,ooo 
Ci ,.il List 462, 11 5 

£I,OJ40 115 
The parliament, however, settled 

the \Vhole annual peace establishment 
at £I,:!Oo,ooo.• If we go back to 

note it is slated lhal \\'illiam charged >.ix 
hundred thousand pound.~ for the experu:es 
of the Dnleh fled that hrou!{hl hirn fmrn 
Holland ; and that George the First pur
chasl•d lhl! duchies l,f Brcm<•n anti Vcrck~n 
with two hundn:d and lifty lllllusaml pounds 
which he g<ll fr,•rn Eng-twd and added them 
to his I lan.l\"t~rian lh..Hninions flJf his own 
us .. •. The lillie in which tlll~Sc matters arc 
Clllllaincd is put into the pros~cution; but 
for what purpose I do not diseovcr. 

·• The bill of ,·o'l' deliver,,d in for I he Dutch 
tlt!cl, as ~t:th.~d in Sia· John Sinclair's 1-Iistory 
or lhl! Rl!\'l!lllh~ (Part llh~ lhi•·d, P· o.~o) Wa!-1 

£6Sfi,soo and WH"' fl.~duc,~d to £boo,ooo by_ 
padianll~nt. 4\nd in 1701 . the luJu-.;_l.'" t.:t 
t.:lllllllhlllS eame t0 a rl.•solutaon, ll\· whJL'h 1t 

appears lhat '\"illiam was tH.lt \·ery ~crupulous 
or ver·y can~ful in hi"i l'XJH·ndi1url.! of English 
tlhHil_.,., 'The rl_~solut iLHl j-.; as fLliiLH\'..; :-'That 
il is n·,,,,..'ri,,u-.; I hal man\' n1i1lit.HIS of 1110ill~)' 
Ia ad bl•Pn Ki\·l..!n to his lll'ajesty ( m,·aning- t!tc 
said \Villiam) f,w the sl.'r\'il.'l.' llf till' public, 
wldch rcntain \'l~l unaccounted for.· Sec the 
Jnnmal. · 

".\s to tlu• pure hast.• of Bn.•nH~n and \'cnJcn 
with the money obtained from Eng-land by 
L;t·nr·gt~ lht.· Fir~t, the Journal.., '-'r parliaancnr 
\\.'ill prnn~ tlu"! 1:-ll·t, and tilt~ tlpposilitlll it m~t 
\Vith in parliament will shl'w tilL· mannea· tn 
which it \\'a~ \'CI')' gent..•rally l"Llll~id...:n:d by 
t hl~ CaLl iun." 

Navy 
Army 
Expences of go\·crnmcnt 

£soo,ooo 
soo,ooo 
soo,ooo 

£1,500,000 

Even this sum is six times greater 
than the expenccs of government are 
in America, yet the ci\·il internal 
go\·ernment in England (I mean that 
administered by quarter sessions, 
juries, anu assize, and which, in fact, 
is nearly the wlwlc, and performed by 
the nation), is less expence upLln the 
re\·enue than the same species and 
portion of g,n·ernment is in ,\merica. 

It is time that nations should be 
rational, and not be go\·erncd like 
animals, for the pleasure of their 
riders. To read the history of kings, 
a mnn W<luld he almost inclined to 

1 

suppose that g<JVernme•;t consisted in 
stag-hunting, ami that e\·ery nation 
paiJ a million a-year to a huntsman. 
.\1an ought to ha\·e pride or shame 
enough to blush at being thus 
imposed upon, and when he feels his 
prL1pet character he will. Upon all 

1 subjects of this nature, there is often 
passing in the mind a train of ideas 
he has not yet accustomed himself to 
encourage and cLJmmunicate. Re
straineJ by something that puts on 

or g"l'I\'CI"Illllt..:"llh. L"ll~aged ill a w:u· with the 
Dutch, the CXJll'llLe- of whi.:h l'll~Tl':tSL:d the 
annual <.·xpcndillll't..:" to £1 ,Hoo,ooo, as stalt~d 
llllth:•r l hL~ date of 1 ()(,(), but the pt..·~H~t! 1 Chadt~."'i. like hi~ prl'd,•l't..~s..,ors anU 

!iliL:L:C~St.ll"~, finJing" that war was th..: J,al·\·...:st 1 c~tabli:'lolllnent was but J..: 1 ,2oo,ooo.-.. ·1ut/Jor 
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th~ character of prudence, he acts the 
hypocrite upon himself as well as to 
others. It is, howe\·er, curious, to 
observe how soon this spell can be 
uissoh·ed. A sing-le expression, 
boldly conceived a~1d uttered, will 
sometimes put a whole company into 
their proper feelings : and whole 
nations are acted upon in the same 
manner. 

As to the offices of which any ch·il 
government may be composed, it 
matters but little by what names they 
are described. In the routine of 
business, as before obsen·ed, whether 
a man be styled a president, a king, 
an emperor, a senator, or anything 
else, it is impossible that any sen·ice 
he can perform can merit from a 
nation more than ten thousand pounds 
a year ; and as no man should be paid 
beyond his sen·ices, so every man of 
a proper heart will not accept more. 
Public money ought to be touched 
\vith the most scrupulous conscious
ness of honour. It is not the produce 
of riches only, but of the hard 
earnings of lalJl.lur and po\·erty. It is 
Jrawn even from the bitten1Css or 
want and mis~ry. ~ot a beggar 
passes, or penshes 111 the streets 
whose mite is not in that mass. ' 

_\Vere _it possible that the Congress 
l'l Amenca could be so lost t,, their 
duty, and to the intcn~st of their 
constituents, as to ofl"er General 
\Vashington, as president of America, 
a million a year·, he would not, and 
he could not, accept it. II is sense of 
ltlmour is of anothe1· kind. It has 
e<Jst England :tim~'"t seventy millions 
,terling to mam_tam a I"amily imported 
from abroad, ol .very inferi,,r capacity 
to tlwusands Ill the nat ion ; and 
scarcely a year has passed that has 
nL.lt produced some new mercenarv 
applicati,m. E,·en the physician;· 
hdls h~\·c been sent to the public t,, 
he p:ud. Nn \\"OJHkr that jails ar·e 
cr,nnkd, anLl. laxes and J'L~n•· ralcs 
incn.:ase(~~ 1 1 ndcr such systcrns, 
nothing 1s ll' be IL'okeu for but what 

has alrcad)• happened ; and as to 
reformation, whene\·er it come, it 
must be from the nation, and not 
from the go\·crnment. 

To show that the sum of five 
hundred thousand pounds IS more 
than sufficient to defray all the 
expenccs of the government, exclusive 
of navies and armies, the following 
estimate is added, for any country, of 
the same extent as England. 

In the first place, three hundred 
representatives fairly elected, are 
suAicient for all the purposes to 
which legislation can apply, and 
preferable to a larger number. They 
may be divided into two or three 
houses, or meet in one, as in France, 
or in any manner a constitution shall 
direct. 

As representation is always con
sidered in free countries, as the mo,.,t 
honourable of all stati.c,ns, the allow
ance made to it is merely to defray 
the expence which the reprcsentati\·es 
incur by that sen·ice, ami not to it as 
an ofiice. 

If an allowance, al the ntl<' of 
live hundred poumls 1wr 
annurn, be n1adc lo ~..~\"cry 
rcpr· ... ·st_"lllat i\·e, deducting- for 
non-aUendance, thi! C"xpenec, 
if the ·whole number· C'~ttendcd 
fl)I" six lllonths each year, 
would be ... ... . .. . !:75,000 

The oflicial departments canrol 
n~asnnabl\' l'Xl'et•d th"· ft.Jilow
ing- nunth~~r·, with tlu• salaril'S 
annexC"d :---

Thn'l"' oflil'l'S at len 
pounds Pach 

Tt•n ditto, at Ji\'l! 

thousar,d 
... J."JO,()()(, 

thousand 
(h)UIH.Is eou·ll . . . so,ooo 

Twcntv ditto, at two thllliSand 
poll! ids each . . . .JO,OOO 

Fl''l"lv ditto, at Lllh! thllUsand 
polmJs each . . . . . . o.~o,ooo 

Two hundred ditto, at five 
hundred pound~ each 1 oo,ooo 

Three lnuu.lrcd ditltJ, at two 
hundred pound-.; t.~a,·h bo,()(XJ 

1-'i\'l' hundn .. ·d dittn, i'l orll.~ 
llu1Hirl~d pound:; l';H·h . . _:;o,ootl 

St.·\·L'n hu1H.In·d diuo, at Sl~\-l.'llt \'-
li\'L' pt.llllld~ each · 

/..;.fyj,:JOO 
l' 
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If a nation chuse, it can deduct of being divided down so as fully ll1 
four per cent. from all offices, and relic\·e the consumer, who purchases 
make one of twenty thousand per by the pint, or the pound .. The last 
annum. duty laid on strong beer and ale, was 

All re\'enue officers are paid 'out of three shillings per barrel, which, if 
the monies they collect, and therefore taken ofT, would lessen the purchase 
are not in this estimation. I only half a farthing per pint, ami 

The foregoing is not offered as an consequently, would not reach to 
exact detail of offices, but to show the 1 practical relief. 
number of rates and salaries which j This being the condition of a great 
five hundred thousand pounds will 1 part of the taxes, it will be necessary 
support ; and it will, on experience, I to look for such others as are free 
be found impracticable to find business ' from this embarrassment and where 
sufficient to justify e\·en this expence. 1 the relief will be direct and \·isibk 
As to the manner in which office ' and capable of immediate operation. 
business is now performed, the chiefs: In the first place, then, the PL'Or
in several offices, such as the post ' rates are a direct tax which en~r\' 
office ant! certain ollices in the housekeeper feels, and who kno\\·~ 
exchequer, etc., do little more than also, to a farthing, the sum which he 
sign their names three or four times a pays. The national amount of the 
year; and the whole duty is performed whole of the poor-rates is not 
by under-clerks. posith·el.y known, but can be procured. 

Taking, therefore, one million and Sir John Sinclair, in his liz:~ tory 1f{ tlu· 
a half as a sufficient peace establish- Re<•eJnte has slated it at £2, Ioo,s87. 
ment for all the honest purposes of A considerable part of which is 
g'll\'emment, which is three hundred expended in litigations, in which the 
thousand pounds more than the peace poor, instead of being relieved, arc 
establishment in the profligate and tormented. The expence, howe\·er, 
prodigal times of Charles the Second is the same to the parish fmm \\·hat
(1wtwithstanding, as has been already, e\·er cause it arises. 
observed, the pay and salaries of the In Birmingham the amount of pLwr
army, navy, a111.l re\·cnue officers 1 rates is fourteen thousand pounds a 
c,.llltinue the same as at that periml), 

1 

year. This, though a large sum, is 
there will remain a surplus of upwards moderate compared with the popula
of six millions out of the present ' ti,m. Birmingham is said to contain 
current expences. The question then se\·entv thousand souls, and on n 
will be, how to dispose of this sur- propo1:tion of seventy thousand to 
plus~ 

1 
fourteen thousand poor-rates, the 

Whoe\·er has observed the manner national amount of poor-rates, takin~ 
in which trade and taxes twist them- the P''pulation of England as se\"l'll 
selves fog-ether, must be sensible of milli,,ns, WLHdd be but one milli,,n 
the impossibility of separating them four hundred th,msand pounJs. It is, 
suddenly. therefore, most probable, that th'' 

First. Because the articles now 0n 1 population of Birmingham is cn-er
ha11d are already charged with the ' rated. F0urteen thousand pounJs is 
duty; and the reductiun c;uJnot take the propc1rtion tqwn ftfty thousand 
pJa.;e on the present stock. 

1 

souls, taking twc' millions of P''''r-
~-econdly. Because, on all th(>,;e rates, as the nati,,nal amcnmt. 

articll)s on which the duty is charg·ed, Be it, howc\er, what it may, it is 
in th~ gross, su~h as per harrcl, I n'' other than the CL'nsequcnce ,,f lh~ 
)Jclgshead, l~unJred weight or tnn, th_c excessi\ e burden of taxes, !'or, at the 
abolition ot the duly docs not admit time when the taxes were \·cry ),nr, 
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he poor were able to maintain thcm
eh·es ; and there w~rc no poor-rates.' 
n the present slate of thing-s a 
;tbouring man, with a wife ami two 
,r three children, docs not pay less 
.han between seven and eight pounds 
1-ycar in taxes. He is not sensible of 
.his, because it is disguised to him in 
he articles which he buys, and he 
:hinks only of their dearne-ss; but as 
Lhc taxes take from ·hini, at least, a 
fourth part of his yearly caming-s, he 
is consequently disabled from pro
viding for a family, cspl'cially if 
himself or any of them arc affiicted 
with sickness. 

Tlw first step, therefore, of practical 
relief, would be to .abolish the poor
rates entirl'ly, and in lieu thereof, to 
make a remission of taxes to the poor 
of double the amount of the present 
poor-rates, viz., four millions annuall~·· 
out of the sm·plus taxes. By th1s 
n1casurc, the poor would be hcncflted 
two millions, and the housekeepers 
two millions. This alone would be 
equal to a reduction of one hundred 
and t Wl..'nty millions of the Nat i,mal 
L).:bt, and consequently Cltual to the 
\l·lwle cxpcnce ot the American \Var. 

It will then remain to he considered, 
\l·hich is the most efTectual mode of 
di;.t•·ibuting this remission of four 
lllillion,;. 

It is easily seen, that the poor arc 
g•~nerally composed of large families 
of children! ami old people past their 
Iahour. It these two classes :ve 
proYi{kd for, the remelly will so far 
reach to the full extent of the case, 
that what remains will be incidental, 
and in a great measure, fall within 
the compass of bl..'net1t clubs, which, 
th,mgh of humble invention, merit to 
be ranked am,>ng the best m,>dem 
institutions. 

Admitting- Englantl t,, contain sc1·cn 
111 illions of SLlu!s; if t>nc-lifth ther._,,,f 

1 1\Jcll··•·alL·o.; b .. •g:u, alhJlll the tirnt• t'f 
1 h·nry \"II I.· when t h~.~ la x~.·s hl·g-an 1,1 
t~lhTC:l'-'C• :and lllt~y lla\· .. ~ t.'llcn·a.,.t•d as the 
taxes csH:reascd t.'Ycr ~inct.!.-Authur. 

are of that class of poor which need 
support,·· the numher will be one 
million four hundred thousand. Of 
this number, one hundred and forty 
thousand will be aged poor, as will be 
hereafter shown, and for which a 
distinct provision will be proposed. 

Then! will then remain one million 
two. hundred and sixt \' thousand 
which, at five souls to ~ach family, 
amount to two hundred and fift1·-t\vo 
thousand families, rendered poo; from 
the cxpence of children and the 
weight of taxes. 

The number of children under 
fourteen years of age, in each of those 
families, will be found to be abnut 
fi1·e to e1·ery two families; some 
having two, and others three; some 
one, and others four: some none, and 
others five ; hut it rarely happens 
that more than live arc under fl>Urteen 
years of age, and after this age they 
arc capable ,,f scn·ice or of being 
apprenticed. 

Allowing live children (under four
teen years) lll every I w,, families, 

The nutnhL•r '-"f childn•n will he ()JO,ooo 
ThL~ numh"r of pan•nls, Wt'I"L~ 

they all li\'illg, would '"' ... _'iO.J,OOO 

It is certain, that if the children are 
pnJVided f,,I·, the parents are relil..'vcd 
of consequence, because it is fn•m the 
expence of bring-ing- up chilurl..'n that 
their pol"l'rt)' aris.:s. 

lla1·ing thus ascl..'rtained the 
g-reatest number that can be supposed 
to need support lln account of young 
families, I pwcced t'' the mode of 
rl'licf or distribut i,>n, which is, 

To pay as a r,•missit>n ,,f taxes to 
cl·<-'ry P''''r family, Nil ,,f the surplus 
taxes, anll in r,wm t•f ]JLlOI·-rates, four 
pounds a-1·ear [,,r e1·en· child under 
fLlllrll..'en )"~ars of age; enjoining- the 
parents of such childr.cn l<l sl'nd them 
t,, sciHlL>I, to learn r,·adin~·. writing·, 
and comnwn arithml..'li,: ; the minist.:rs 
,,f l!\ cry parish, of even· d,•n,•minat i''" 
t,, certil~,. jL•i••lly t,, an ·oflice, f,,l. that 
purp,,~e, I hat this duty is pc•rh>rml!d. 
The account of this exp,•nce 11·ill be. 
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For six hundred and thir~y 
thousand childr,:,n at £~ 
per annum t..~ach ... £2,52o,ooo 

By adopting this method, not only 
the poverty of the parents will be 
relieved, but ignorance will be 
banished from the rising generation, 
and the number of poor will hereafter 
become less, because their abilities, 
by the aid of education, will be 
greater. Many a youth, with good 
natural genius, who is apprenticed 
to a mechanical trade, such as a 
carpenter, joiner, millwright, ship
wright, blacksmith, etc., is preVented 
from getting for.vard the whole of his 
life by the want of a little common 
education when a boy. 

I now proceed to the case of the 
a:ged. 

I divide age into two clnsses. 
First, the approach of age, beginning 
at fifty. Seconcjly, old age com
mencing at sixty. 

At fifty, though the mental faculties 
of man are in full vigour, and his 
judgment better than at any pre
ceding elate, the bodily powers for 
laborious life are on the decline. He 
cannot b..:ar the same quantity of 

. fatigue as at hn earlier period. He 
begins to earn l..:ss, and is less 
capable of enduring wind and weather; 
and in those more retit·..:d employ
ments where much sight is required, 
he fails apace, and sees himself, like 
an old horse, beginning to be turned 
adrift. 

At sixty his labour ought to be o\·er, 
at least from direct necessit1·. It is 
painful to see old age \Vc1rki;1g itsdf 
to death, in what are called civilized I 
countries, fL,r daily bread. 

To r,,nn some judgment of the ' 
numbe-r of those ab,we fifty years of' 
age, I ha1·e se1·eral times counted the : 
persons I met in the streets of 
London, men, women, and children, : 
and ha1·e generally f,mnd that the 

1

. 

a\·,:,ra!(e is ab,nlt one in sixteen or 
se1·entee11. If it b..: said that aged I 
persons do not cvme much into the ' 

streets, so neither do infants; and a 
great proportion· of grown children 
are in schools and in workshops as 
apprentices. Taking, then, sixteen 
for a divisor, the whole number of 
persons in England of fifty years and 
upwards, of both sexes, rich and 
poor, will be four hundred ancl twenty 
thousand. 

The persons to be pro1·ided for out 
of this gross number will be husbanu
n1en, comn1on labourers, journeymen 
of every trade and their wives, sailors, 
and disbanded soldiers, worn out 
sen·ants of both sexes, and poor 
widows. 

There will be also a considerable 
number of middling tradesmen, who 
having lived decently in the former 
part of life, begin, as age approaches, 
to lose their business, and at last fall 
to decay. 

Besides these thcfe will be con
stantlv thrown off from the revolution 
of th<~t wheel which no man can stop 
nor regulate, a number from e1·ery 
class of life connecteu with commerce 
and ach·enture. 

To pro1·ide for all those accidents, 
and whate\·er else may befall, I take 
the numbe•· of persons who, at ,,ne 
time o1· other of their li1·es, afte•· fifty 
years of age, may feel it necessary or 
comfortable to he better supported 
than they can support themsch·es, and 
that not. as a mal t,:,r of grace and 
fa1·our, but of rig-ht, at one-third of 
the whole number, whi.:h is one 
hundred and fortv thousand, as stated 
in page 131, and ·for whom a distinct 
pro\·ision was proposed to be made. 
If there be more, S<lciety, notwith
standing the show and pomposity of 
g01·ernment, is in a deplorable c,m
dition in England. 

Of this one hundred and forty 
thousand, I lake one half, se\·enty 
tlwusand, to be of the age of fifty and 
under sixtv, and the other half to be 
sixty ye;u:s and upwards. l·la1·ing 
1 hus ascertained the probahle pnl
pm·tion of the number of aged pc1·sons, 
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I p·rocccd to the mode of rendering ' 
their condition comfortable, which is, 

To pay to every such person of the 
age of llfty years, and until he shall 
arrive at the age of sixty, the sum of 
six pounds per annum, out of the 
surplus taxes, and ten pounds per 
annum during life after the age of 
sixty. The expence. of which will be, 

Seventy thousand persons, at 
£6 per annum . . . . .. £~2o,ooo 

Seventy thousand ditto, at£ 10 
per annum 7oo,ooo 

£r,12o,ooo 

This support, as already remarked, 
is not of the nature of a charity but of 
a right. Every person in England, 
male and f-emale, pays on an m·erage 
in taxes two pounds eight shillings 
a•~d s_ixpence per a1~num from the day 
of Ius (or her) b1rth ; and if the 
cxpence of collection be added, he 
pays two pounds eleven shillin•rs and 
:;ixpence; consequently, at the,..,end of 
fifty years he .has paid one ·hundred 
;~nd twenty-e•ght pounds llftecn 
!-'hilling-s, and at sixty one hundred 
''.nd fiftr-flmr pounds ten shillings. 
~-01~\·.ertmg-, the~efore, his (or her) 
1 nthndual tax IIllo a tontine the ' 
money he shall recei\·e after' 11ft\. 
years is but little 111lll"e than th~ ' 
legal i1~terest of th~ nett money he 
bas p:ud ; the •:est 1s made up from 
t hnse wlll'Se circumstances do not 
rNiui•·c the1~1 to. draw such support, 
and the capital 111 both cases defrays 
the expences of go\·ernment. 1 t is :m 
tf:is ground _that I ha\·e extl'nded the ' 
:-,mhablc chums to one-third of the 
number of ag-ed pen;ons in the nation. 
Is it, then, better that the lives of one 
hundred and fnrty thousand aged 
persons _h~ rendered cnmfnrtabl.:-, ,, .. 
•hat a n11ll1011 a )"ear Of public n1l'nC\' 
he expcnd~d on any one indi\·iduai, 
and him ~'!ten ,,f the most \\"l,rlhless 
or insig'l_llhcant chat·act:r·? Let reasllll 
and just tee, let h~'nout· and humanit \' 
ll't e\·cn hypncns~· • sycnphancv at;ci 
~I r Blu·kc, ld ( renr•rc 1 't ,. · 

• t-oo , I.! .. lll11S
1 

Leopold, Frederic, Catherine, Corn
wallis, or Tippoo Saib, answer the 
question.' 

The sum thus remitted to 
the poor will be, 

To two hundred and lifty
t wo thousand poor fami· 
lies, containing six hun
dred and thirtv thousand 
children ... .. ... ... £:!,52o,ooo 

To one hundred and fot·ty 
thousand aged persons 1, 1 20,000 

£J,6~o,ooo 

There will then remain three 
hundred and sixty thousand pounds 
out of the four millions, part of which 
may be applied as follows:-
.After all the above cases are pro

vtded for there will still be a number 
of families who, though not properly 
of the class of poor, yet find it difficult 
to give education to their children ; 
and such children, un'der such a case, 
would be in a worse condition than if 
the~r parents were actually poor. A 
nal1on under a we\1-reg-ulat.:-d go\·ern
ment should permit none to r.:-main 
uninstructed. It is monarchical and 

1 H .. cckoning- the taxes In· f:unilics, fivP to 
a farnily, eaeh family pa_};s on an av~ragl.! 
£12 Ijs. 6d. per annurn. To this stun an.~ to 
he added the poor rail'S. Tb,>ug-h all pay 
taxes in the articles lh4.~\' cnnsurnt.•, all do 
not pay pl'lor r·ates. .:\ho~1l t wu •nillil.."'llS arc 
cxcntptl~d-sornt.• as not hl•ing hlluo,ckecpt.~r-s, 
olhl-•rs as not being- ahll~. and the f1l'~l)l' 
lhl'•ntsl~lvcs who n~cci,·c tht~ n~li(•t: Tht! 
avcr·;~g-~~, then•((lt·l~, t..'lf pot..H' •·:tt,~s on the 
n~mallJang. numhL'I' is fo1·ty shilling-s fdl' 
l"Ycry fanuly llf lin.~ pt~rS(liJS, which rnakcs 
the \\·hole a\'l''ragl! amount l'lf taxes and 
r:•tes £q ljs. 6,1. l'"<>r six persnns £tj tjs. 
I· or sevL~n persons £20 t6s. 6U. 

Tlw H\'l~rag-e of laxt·s in .:\rncrica, undcT 
the 111~\~· l-lt- n~prcscntat i\'l' sy~tt~m of ~Ll\"L•rn
llh.'nt, rnchllhng- the in I L"rc:-.t of lhl~ dL~L>t 
Cl_llllrac_tl·ll in thl• war. and taking- the 
pt"~pulatHJn at fnu1· rnillil"~ll of Sl)llls whi,·h it 
I~LlW ar.lH_nutts to, and is daily crH:rcasing, is 
In·~ shdl11~~s ·p~r. head, tn~..•n, wotlll-'11, and 
cluldreu. I he ddlerencP, thf'n ... fon•, bclWt..!Cn 
the two go\·crnmcnts is as undL•r: ·-

r:,lr :1. ~Ami)~· llf li\·1..· fJI"r"'llllS 
I·.~lr ., ~:111~ily ,,.!' :.i, p • .-r .... wl:-. 
f·,•r oll.lllllly l'l 'ol.:\'1.."1\ J't'r.l>ll'• 
-Autlrur. 

Ena;l:tn~l .·\nh:ric.'l. 
J...,' ..... 1. 1.: ... d_ 
q 17 ll 1 ;i u 
17 I'; 0 I IO 0 

.:u ltJ 6 . . • •s o 
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aristocratical government only that 
requires ignorance for its support. 

Suppose, then, four hundred thou
sand children to be in this condition, 
which is a greater number than 
ought to be supposed after the pro
visions already made, the method 
will be: 

To allow for each of these children 
ten shillings a year for the expen~ of 
schooling for six years each, which 
will give them six months' schooling 
each year, and half-a-crown a year for 
paper and spelling books. 

The ex pence of this will be annually • 
£zso,ooo. 

There will then remain one hundred 
and ten tlwusand pounus. 

Notwithstanding the great modes 
of relief which the best instituted 
and best principled g-overnment may 
devise, there will be a number of 
smaller cases, which it is good policy 
as well as beneficence in a natillll to 
consider. 

\Vere twenty shillings to be given 
immediately on the birth of a child, , 
to every woman who should make j 

the demand, and none will make it 
whose circumstances do not require : 
it, it might relie,·e a great deal of' 
instant distress. 

There are about two hundred thou
sand births yearly in England, and if 
claimed, by one fourth, 

The amount would be ... £so,ooo. 
And twenty shillings to every new

married couple who should claim in 
like manner. This would not exceed 
the sum of £zo,ooo. 

Also twenty thousand pounds to be 
appropriated to defray the funeral 
expences of persons, who, travelling 
for work, may die at a distance from 
their friends. By relieving parishes 
from this charge, the sick stranger 
will be better treated. 

I shall finish this part of the subject 
wit.h a plan adapted to the particular 
condition of a metropolis, such as 
London. 

Cases are continually occurring in 
a mett·opolis di!Tercnt from those 
which occur in the country, and for 
which a different, or rather an adui
tional, mode of relief is necessary. 
In the country, e\·en in large towns, 
people ha\·e a knowledge of each 
other, and distress never rises to that 
extreme height it sometimes docs in 
a metropolis. There is no such thing 
in the country as persons, in the literal 
sense of the word, stan•cd to death, 
or dying with cold from the want of 
a lodging. Yet such cases, and 
others equally as miserable, happen 

I Puhlic schools dtJ not n.nswcr· tlu.~ g'('Th!r:d in London. 
purpO'-il~ of tht· poor·. Tlu~y arc t.~hil~lly in 
corporation t~wns from which the country_! l\lan\· a vouth comes up lo Londnn 
towns and vtllag-cs arc exc.ludcd, or, 11 1 full of "exp~ctati,ms, and with little or 
admitted, the dtslancc occaswns a great 1 no monev, and unless he get immc
luss ofltimle.l I Educatllit'~"s'·It'o'''b~,'~',",·,cftultl~tol,t<~~~ I diate emplonncnt he is already half-
poor, s 10u ( 1e on c · ' ~ . L. • ··-

1 
• ~ • • ... • I d 

nwlhod, I bcli••,·c, to acc•>mpl"h tins 1s lo undone, and bo) s br~.:d up l!l ·~'n on 
enable the pat·cnts lo pay the cxtwnccs , without any means of a h~·elthood, 
thcn1sch·cs. There arc a!ways pcrs~"" of ' and as it often happens of diss0lutc 
both .~•·xes to he fo~HLd. 1n '~v~·rr ,., 11 '.'!4"": i parents are in a still worse condition; 
espt!L"Jally when gTowrng 1nto )C.tr~, capabk : . '. .. . J" f I· ..... 
of such an undertaking-. T\\"1"111)" clnldren and SCI\ ,tnts I on~-.. out 0 r ,tee ,ll ~ 
at kn shillings each (and thai no.t moreth'."~ : not _much bette~· oil. I_n short, a.~v~>rld 
!iiX months '-'ach year) would hL~ .. ts tntH..:h ds 1 of htlle cases ts CL)IltlllUallv art:o-;lllg", 
some living"' anwunt to in the n·n"~" pari' I which busy or all1uent life knows lll'l 

,,[ Euglau~l, a~HI th••r,, •u·e nfL'".' ~~~s~resse<~ I ,f to 0 >CI; the lirst d,, 0 r tel di,.;trcss. 
c),~q{ylllell s w&d~l\\'S lll wlhll11 sul:h .ul lllC"ORnc I t • I . 
Wl'H~Id hl! ;u .. ·t'(·plahle. \\"hatcvc•· i':> ~i\'«.:n 1 I Iung-er JS nnt aTnong- the PL':-:;l ptl~te
lHI thi-.; account In c:hihln.!ll ;-tnswcrs two able \\·ants, and a day, C\·cn a il'W 

puqlost·s i l\."1 th.:n1 it i~ c~lucatio! 1 ~( 1 tllo~e h('urs, in such a C(lllditinn is l)rten the 
whu edul'atc th,·m 11 " a hn·Jrh,>od. ·- [ · · f l"f f · 
Aut/tor. cnsts o a 1 e '' rum. 
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These circumstances \Vhich are the The fund very properly convertible 
general cause of the little thefts and to this purpose, in addition to the 
pilferings that lead to greater, m~y twenty thousand poumls remaining 
be pre\·entcd. There yet remam of the former fund, will be the pro
twenty thousand pounds out of the duce of the tax upon coals, so iniqui
four millions of surplus taxes, which tously and wantonly applied to the 
·with another fund hereafter to be support of the Duke of Richmond. 
mentioned, amounting to about twenty It is horrid that any man, more espe
thousand pounds mm·e, cannot be cially at the pl'ice coals now are, 
better applied than to this ptu·pose. should liYe on the distress of a com
The plan will then be : munity ; anci any go\·ernment per-

First,-To erect two or more build- mitting such an abuse, deserves to be 
i n<Ts, or take some already erected, dismissed. This fund is said to be 
c<{~able of containing at least six about twenty thousand pounds per 
thousand persons, and to ha\·e in annum. 
each of these places as manv kinds I shall now conclulle this plan with 
of c;nployment as can be co;1trived, enumerating the se\·eral particulars, 
so that e\·ery person who shall come and then proceed to other matters. 
mav find something which he or she The enumeration is as follows:-
c;u{ do. First-Abolition of two millions 

Secondly ,-To receive all who shall poor-rates. 
come, without inquiring who or what Secondh·-Pro,·ision for two hun
they are. The only condition to be, dred ami 11fty thousand poor families. 
that fl1r !'O much, ot· s~1 manv hours' Thinllv--Edm,ation for one mi1Ji,,n 
wnrk, each person shall reC'ci\·e so and thirty thousand children. 
many meals llf wholesome food and a Fourthh·-Clll11fl>rtablc prLwision 
wan;1 lodg·ing, at least as good as a for one h~mdred and fort,. tlwusaml 
barrack. That a certain portion of ag-ed persons. • 
what each person's work shall be Fifthh· -Donation of twcnt\' shit-
worth shall be re~ervcll, and g-i\·en to lings ea~h f~w fifty thousand birth!'. 
him or her, on thetr going awav ; and Sixthly-Donatitln l,f t\\·enty shit
that each p:rson d1a1\ stay as it,ng- or lings each fllr twenty thousand mar
a!-' short a tune, or corn~ as often as riag-cs. 
h~ chuse, on these conditions. Se\·cnthh·--;\llowances of t went\' 

I reach per~clll stayed three 111l'nths, thllUSand 'pounds fllr the funer;;l 
it would asstst by rotation twent v- expenccs of pcrs('llS tra,·elling- fl,r 
fl>Ur thousanll persons annuall\·, wod.;:, and dying at a distance from 
thoug-h the rca! munber, at all time~-;, their friends. 
WlHild be but !'IX thousand. lh estah- Eighthly--,Employmcnt, at all times, 
lishing- an asylum of this kitid, such fl>r the casual r~'l'r in the cities of 
pers,,ns to whom tcmporat·y llist ressl's l.ondon and \Vest minster. 
occur, would ha\·c an npportunity t,, Hy the opc•ratilln of this plan. the 
recruit themseh·es, and be enabled tll p<>ot· laws, those instruments Df ci,·il 
ll,llk out for better e1npll>nnent. tnrture, will he superseded, and thl' 

Allowi_ng that their lab~>ur paid hut wasteful expencc of litig·ati,,n prl'
one halt the cxpct~ce of supp,,rting ' vctttcd. The hc·arts ,,f the humane 
them, afte~ rcsct·\·tng- a port inn ,,f will lllll be shocked bv rag-g-ed and 
their ~a~nmgs f0r thc1nsch-cs, the , hung-ry children, and. pe;~~l>ns of 
sum ol lorty th_ousand pounds addi- 1 sC\'c·nty and eighty years ,,(' ag·c, 
ti,,nal W<'tdd ddray all other char~·es 1 

h,•g-g-ing· for lwc•ad. The dying J'l''"' 
f,H. c\·en a grcatcr n111nhcr 1 han ·;,ix will n,>L he- dragg-ed fn>m phlc·c l<> 
t h,ntsand. : pl.1cc to brcal he their las I, as a 

l' .?. 
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reprisal of parish upon parish., are a different description of men 
\Vidows will lun·e a maintenance for from those who form or hang about a 
their children, and not be ca•·ted court. 
away, on the death of their husbands, I A part of the army will remain, at 
like culprits and criminals; and chil- least for some years, and also of the 
dren will no longer be considered as navy, for which a prO\·ision is already 
increasing the distresses of their made in the former part of this plan 
p:trents. The haunts of the wretched of one million, which is almost half a 
will be known, because it will be to million more than the peace establish
their ad\·antag-c, and the number of ment of the army and navy in the 
petty crimes, the oiTspring of distress prodigal times of Charles the Second. 
and poverty, will be lessened. The Suppose, then, fifteen thousand 

·poor, as well as the rich, will tl~en be soldiers to be disbanded, and to allow 
interested in the support of go,·ern- to each of those men three shillings 
ment, and the cause and apprehension a-week during life, clear of all dcduc
of riots and timmlts will cease. Ye tions, to be paid in the same manner 
who sit in case, and solace yoursch·es as the Chelsea College pensioners arc 
in plenty-and such there are in paid, and for them to return to their 
Turkey and Russia, as well as in trades and their friends ; and also to 
England-and who say to yoursch·es, add fifteen thousand sixpences per 
"Arc ,,.e not -well oiT ;>" ha\'e- yc week to the pay of the soldiers who 
thought of these things? When ye shall remain. The annual cxpencc 
do, ye will cease to speak ;uid feel for will be:-
yourseh·es alone. _ To 1hc pay of fifleen thousand 

The plan is easy in practice. It disbanded soldie•·s, al .1'· per 
dL)es 110t embarrass trade by a sudden week £•'i• 000 

interruptiLlll in the order of taxes, hut Addilional pay l<l the remaining 
. I soh.lieni ... 

eiTects the •·clicf by changmg t 1e Suppose that I he pay to lhe 
application of them ; and the money offieers of lhc banded eorrs 
necessary for the purpose . can be be of lhe same amount as the 
Jrawn from the excise collections, sum allowed lo lhe men ' lli,ooo 
which arc made eight times a year in 
c\·ery market town in Eng-land. 

H a ,·ing now arranged and concluded 
this subject, I pwcecd to the next. 

To prevent bulky cslimales, 
admit thl.! same sum to the 
disbanded navy as lo the 
arn1y, and the s~unc increase 
of pay 

Tolal £soi,ooo 

Taking the present current expences 
at se\·en millions and a half, which is 
the least amount they are now at, 
there will remain (after the sum of 
one million and a half be taken for ' 
the new current expenccs anJ fLHir 
milliL)(lS for the before-mentioned 
service) the sum of two millions ; 
part of which to he applied as follows : 

Though fleets and armies, by an 
alliance with France, will, in a great 
measure, become uselcs!', yd the 
persons who ha 1·c den1ted themseh·es 
to thtlS0 SL'r\·iccs, and ha\·~ ther~hy 
unfilkd themselves for other lines of 
life, arc not ttl he suflcn.,rs hy the 
mcaqs that mal'e others happy. They 

E\·ery year some part of this stun 
of half a million (I omit the odd sewn 
thousand pounds for the purpose of 
keepina the account unembarrassed) 

1 will fall in, and the whole of it in 
' time, as it is on the ground of life 
annuities, except the encreased pay 
of thirty-nine' thousand pounds. As 

1 In Paine's own edition and in Jl('arl.\" all 
subsequent nnes this appt•a•·s. as "_twen.ty
nine "; hut ~incc 1 he sun1 ment!Otl(!d 1s l \\'Jet' 

thl' ;uhlititlllal pay- -that is, twin.!£ 19 1 _=iOO-
,, t \\'t~nty-nitll'" is an obvious blunder.-
II. B. B. 
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country is amused by the plausible 
language of taxing luxuries. _One 
thing is called a luxury at one tJme, 
and- something else at another ; but 
the real luxury does not consist in the 
article, but in the means of procuring 

it falls in, part of the taxes may be 
Utken ofT ; for instance, when thirty . 
thousand pounds fall in, the duty on 

1 

hops may be wholly taken on·; and as 
other parts fall in, the duties on 1 

candles and soap may be lessened, 
till at last they will totally cease. 
There now remains at least one million 
and a half of surplus taxes. 

it, and this is always kept out of 
1 sight. 

The tax on houses and windows 
is one of those direct taxes which, like i 

the poor rates, is not confounded with 1 

trade, and when taken off, the relief ' 
will be instantly felt. This tax falls 
hea\"); on the middling class of 
people. 

The amount of this tax by the 
rcltn·ns of 1788 was-

ll<•uscs and windows, by 
the ,\cl of lj66 ... 

Dillo, by the Acl of 1 ii9 
£J8:;,4:;9 II 

IJO,iJ9 q 
i 
5~ 

£516,199 6 0~ 

If this tax be struck off there will 
then remain about one 'million of ' 
surplus taxes ; and as it is alwavs · 
proper to keep a sum in rcsen·e ,:,r 
incidental matte1·s, it mav be best rwt 
to exlenll r·c·ductions f~trther in the 
first instance, but to consider what 
may be ac..:omplished by other modes 
or rcf,,rm. 

,\nwng the ta_xes most hem·ih· felt 
is the CllllllllUtattlln tax. I shall there
fnre offer a plan for its abolitic1n b\· 
suhstituti!1g· anclther in its pl;tc.:', 
which w1ll effect three objects at 
Olll"e. 

First, ~hat of removing the burden 
to where rt can best be borne. 

Se..:.llldly, Restoring- justice amon•r 
families by a distributi,,n 11! pro":. 
perty. 

Thin.lly, l~x_tirpating- the over.rrown 
inAuence ·~nsmg _from the unt.':'ttural 
law llf pnmo~en~ture, and which is 
one ,,r the pn!1c•pal sources of cor
;upti1,11 at dect10ns. 

The anH•unt of l he commutati,,n 
ta_x hy __ t~e returns of 1788 was 
:1::..-77 1 />:-ot· 

v\"h~n taxes are Pl"l'posed, the 

I know not why any plant or herb 
of the field should be a greater luxury 
in one country than another; but an 
o\·ergrown estate in either is a luxury 
at all times, and, as such, is the 
proper object of taxation. It is, 
therefore, right to take t1~ese kind 
tax-makii1g gentlemen upon their 
own word, and argue on the principle 
themselves have laid dc)\\"n, that of 
laxing luxuries. If they or their 
champion, 1\Ir. Burke, who, I fear, is 
growing out of date, like the man in 
armour·, can pro\·e that an estate of 
twenty, thirty, or forty thousand 
pounds a year is not a luxury, I will 
give up the argument. 

Admitting that any annual sum, 
say, for instance, a thousand pounds, 
is necessary f,,r the suppl'rl (lf a 
litmily, consequently the second tlHlu
sand is of the nature of a luxurY, the 
third still more sc1, and by proce-eding 
on we shall at last arrin~ at a stun 
that may not impn1pe1·ly he callell a 
prnhihitable luxurv. It Wllltld be 
impc1litic tc) set b.;unds to property 
acquired by industry, and therefnre it 
is 1·ig-ht 1<1 place the pmhihition beyc~nd 
the pr,,bable aclluisition to wh1ch 
industry can extend; but there ought 
to be a limit [,, property or the accu
mulati,,n llf it by be<.juest. It slwuld 
pass in S11me c1ther line. The riclh'Sl 
in every nation ha,·e pcKlr rdati,1ns, 
and those llflen \·cry nl'ar in nm
sang-uinit\·. 

"I'he [,lllowing table of progressive 
laxation is cnnstructed on the abo\·e 
princ·ipks, and as a substitute fc1r the 
Cclmmulati,,n tax. It \\·ill reach the 
Jl'linl of pr••hibitio11. b\· a 1·~:g·ular 
''I'c'rati,•n, and 1 herebv ~upers,·,k I he 
arislocratical Ia\\" "-.,f [;t·inll"g·cnit ur~. 

r:l 
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TABLE I. 
A tax 
value 

on all estates of the clear yearly 
of .£so, after deducting the 

land tax, and up 
s. d. 

To £soo . . .. 
Fr~.un £sou to £•,ooo .. 
On the ~cconJ thou5nnU 
On th..: third th~o.,usaml .. 
On the fourth thou~&lml 
Oc the fifth thousand .. 

o 3 per pound 
0 6 
0 9 

I 6 

On th..: sixth LIHJU~Lnd . . 3 o 
On the sc\'cnth thtmsanJ 4 o 
On the ci~::hth thousand s o 
On th..: ninth thous:1.nd 6 o 

g~ ~~~ ~1~\~~n'A\o~hl~~'~-{~d ~ ~ 
On the twelfth thou~and 9 o 
On the thirteenth thousand . . 10 o 
On the fourteenth thousand . . 11 o 
On the fiftc...-cnth thous.."l.nc.l 1.1. o 
On the ~ixt\!cnth thousand '3 o 
On the scvcnlL-cnth thousand q. o ,, 
On the ciJ.,:'htccnth thousanJ . . 13 o .. 
On the nirlch.'cnth lltoll"\~tnd . . 16 o , 
011 the twentieth tholL":tnJ . . 17 o ,. 
On the twcnty·fir!st th,lus4\IHI ~~ u ., 
011 the twcnt \'-st.·cnnLI t.lhJU .. allll ••J o ,, 
On the twcnt\:-lhin..l thous . .1.nJ o .. 

The foregoing table shows the pro
gression per pound on e\·ery progres
si\·e thousand. The following table 
shows the amount of the tax on e\·ery 
thousand separately, and in the last 
column the total amount of all the 
separate sums collected. 

TABLE II. 
An l...,tal.._· of £so pa ann., at 3d. pl"r P'-mnJ, pays £u u 6 

I 5 0 

IU 0 

3'"' .3 1 .i 0 

-lfi•J .li (J 0 

" 51AJ " " i 5 0 

After £500 the tax of lld. per pound 
takes pl~ce on the second f..,"soo; c,m
sequently an .estate of ;6"1 ,ooo per 
annum pays £ ~ 1 15s., and so on. 

Tl'tal.amnunl. 
£ J. 

•~' £5•10 at o .1 rwr P\'lln\1 
.=nJ " o U " 
.:nJ1uooat u 9 •• 
Jnl 1 o ,, 
.Jih I (, 

c;;th 
i,ll, 
;th 
6th 
ljlh 

llllh 
lith 
I.Jlh 
qllt 
a."h 
rsth 
lh\il 

17lh 
rSrh 
lqlll 
.:lit II 
21:-.t 
:;!.!flJ 
.;;n.t 

J 0 •• 

4 0 .. 

-~ 0 ., 

b 0 .. 

7 0 .. 
M o , 
9 u .. 

10 0 .. 

II 0 " 

r:: o ., 

•.1 u .. 
q u .. 

I 5 U ,, 

rh u .. 

II) 0 ., 

:IU 0 " 

£ '· 
7 'l l.f IO 

Ji 
so 0 

i.~ l) 

IUO 0 

15•J () 
~() 

=.;o u 
Jl)l') 0 

3.10 0 

4t.A1 u 
4,,.., {) 
~00 0 

550 0 

(.no 0 

6,;u o 
7•::.0 u 

750 () 
Jol,,oo:) 0 

l-lso u 
.y-.l 0 
9.li" n 

'"""' " 

£ 
'5 

5') 
IIi' I 

•14 
,.~~ 

4J1 
h,;.t 
&-;.,J 

1100 

l,i,\0 

101'·1 
~.-lkc.' 
;1$..~1 

J·IJO 
.Jn_;,u 
-I'"''YJ 
.'l,;Ht.l ,,,_;,_, 
00:),\il 

;;S..J 
Hf.Jorio 
rJlJO 

lo6JO 

At the twenty-third thousand the 
tax becomes :ws. in the pound, and 
consequently e\·ery thousand beyond 
can produce no profit but by di,·iding 
the estate. Yet, formidable as this 
tax appears, it will not, I believe, 
produce so much as the commutation 
tax : should it produce more, it ought 
to be lowered to that amount upon 
estates under two or three thousand 
a year. 

On small and middling estates it is 
lighter (as it is intended to be) than 
the commutation tax. It is not till 
after se\'en or eight thousand a year 
that it begins to be hem·y. The object 
is not so much the produce of the tax 
as the justice of the measure. The 
aristocracy has screened itself too 
much, and this serves to restore a 
part of the lost equilibrium. 

As an instance of its screening 
itself, it is only necessary to look 
back to the first establishment of the 
excise laws, at what is called the 
Restoration, or the coming of Charles 
the Second. The aristocratical interest 
then in power commuted the feudal 
sen·ices itself was under, by laying a 
tax on beer b1·ewed for sale; that is, 
they comp,1updetl with Charles for an 
exemption from those sen·i..:es liJr 
themseln~s and their heirs by a tax 
to be paid by other people. The 
aristocracy do not purchase beer 
brewed for sale, but brew their own 
beer free of the duty; and if any 
commutal ioa at that time were neces
sary, it ought to ha\·e been at the 
ex pence of those f,,r whom the exemp
tions "frl'lll those sen·iccs were in
tended ; • instead of which, it was 
thro\vn on an entirely diiTerent class 
of men. 

' The tax on hr·er bJ"CWl~d f0r sale, f,·lllll 
whkh th~.! ari.,tocracy ar..:- exempt, is almost 
one million lllllrc ihan th..:- ru·esl•nl com-

! mutation tax, being hy the r::turns of 17S8 
L.~t,6(.t'>, 1_:;2, and consequently tlh'Y uughl lll 
tal<:c on them:-wln·s thl.· ;ttnounl of tlu.~ Ct.lm

mutatillll tax, .as they art.' aln .. •aUy exempt,·d 
from one \\'hidt is a)lllllSl one million grcat~..·r. 
-Autlwr. * 
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Btot the chief object of this pro- ' No~~[ ;{~;;;~•ands 
~ressive tax (besides the justice of £ 

Total Tax 
Subtr:\c\(....J. 

Nett 
lln,.;:lut·c. 

rendering taxes more- equal than they 
arc), is, as already stated, to extirpate 
the overgrown influence arising from 
the unnatural law of primogeniture, 
which is one of the principal sources 
of corruption at l!lections. 

It would be attended with no good 
consequences to inquire how such 
vast estates as thirty, forty, or fifty 
thousand a year could commence, 

, ;~,nu that at a time when commerce 
a11d manufacture were not in a stale 
to admit of such acquisitions. Let it 

4·000 
s,ooo 
6,ooo 
j,OOO 
S,ooo 

10,000 

I 1,000 

12,000 

IJ,OOO 
1~,ooo 

•s,ooo 
16,ooo 
lj,OOO 

1S,ooo 
1<),000 

£ 
IS.t 
2!:i.t 
434 
6J4 
88o 

1,180 
'·530 
1 19JO 
2,JSo 
2,8So 

£, 
3 8!6 
4·7 16 
s.~/"' 
6,J66 
;, 120 

i,820 
8,470 
9·070 
g,620 

10,120 

Jo4JO I O, 570 
4oOJO 10,970 
4,680 I I .~.!0 
5·J80 11,6..!0 
6,130 11,870 
6,930 12 10j0 

be sufficient to remedy the e\·il b\' 20•00o 
I . . · 21 ,ooa. 

7,7So 12,220 

8,61io J2,J20 putting t 1em . m a cond1tion of 22,
000 

descending agmn to the community, 23,000 
g.6JO 12,Ji0 

by the quiet means of apportionin" :\'.B.-Th<! n<IJ 
them amlmg all the heirs and hcircssc~ 
of those families. This will be the 
more necessary, because hitherto the 
aristocracy have quartered their 
younger childr_en . and connections 
upon the pubhc, Ill useless posts, 
places and ollices, which when 
abolished will leave them uestitute 

1o,63o 12,;no 
shilling-s arc dropped in 
this table. 

• unless the law of primogeniture b~ 
- also alwlishcd or supl!rscdeu. 

,\ (1re>g-ressi\·e tax will in .1 .-1· "tt \ 
~. . . ' ' ~ \.:( 

measurl!, efle~t. th1s llhject, amlc that '1 

as a matter l~t mterest tll the parties 
most immedlatc:Iy concerned, as will 
be sel!n by the lllllowing table, which 
shows th~ nett produce upon c\·cn· 
estate, ;~Iter. subtracting the ta~. 
By this 1t Will appear that after an 
estate exceeds thirteen or fotu·tccn 
thousand a. year th~ remainder pre>- i 
duces but ltttlc prol.'t to the lwlder , 
anu consequently_ Will pass either tc~ 

1-- the younger chllllr'"n or to other 
kindred. 

TABLE ill. 

Shewing- the nett produce of e\·en· 
estalc from one thousand to twen!\:
thr.:-c thousand ~ounl\s a )'car:__ · 
~ll. l,f TihHI.;;uhl'> ~ l 1t;l) Ta:w.,: 

per .-\mt. Suh1 ra,·tcd. 
£ £ 

r.uoo ..!1 

2,000 ,5<) 

J,OOO '"9 

XL"ll 
l'r.xllu:c. 

£ 
l)ilJ 

According to this table, an estate 
cannot produce more than £'12,370 
clear of the land tax and the prog-res
sive tax, and therefore the di\·iding 
such estates \\'ill follow as a matter of 
family inte1·est. An estate of£ :!J,CXXl 
a year, di\'idcd into fi\·c estates of 
four thousand each and one ,,f 
three, \\'ill be chargcu only ;{I,T2<J, 
which is but 5 per cent., hut if held 
by one posscssL'r \\'ill be charg-eu 
;£,'IO,GJO. 

Although an enquiry into the L'rigin 
of tlwsc estates be unneccssan·, the 
continuation of them in their p-resent 
shape is another subject. It is a 
matter of nat i,1nal concern. ,\s 
hercditary estatcs, the law has crl'akd 
the c\·il, ami it c'ug·ht als,, ll' pnn·ide 
thl..! r~nl(!dy. Prinll'g"cniturc oug-ht lll 

be abolished, llllt L'nh· b~cause it is 
unnatural and unjust, ·but bccausc the 
country sufl'ers by its operation. By 
cutting- l'll' (as bdL1re obsern~d) the 
yc'Ung'l'r children from thl!ir pr•'l'''r 
(1l'rtiLHl of inhl!ritance the public is 
lt>atlell \\'ith the expence of maintain
ing- them; ami the freedom (,f ekc-

1 tions \·ic>lall•d by the o\·crbearing 

1 
intlt_len~c which this unjust lllLlii~'I'''~Y 

l
,,f_ tamtly pr,>pl'rly ~n,tluces. [l;,,r IS 

th1s all. It ,,ccaswns a \\'aste of 
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national property. A considerable 
. part of the land of the country is 
rendered unproducti\·e by the great 
extent of the parks and chases which 
this law sen·es to keep up, and this 
at a time when the :umual production 
of grain is not equal to the national 
consumption.' In short, the e\·ils of 
the aristocratical system are so great 
and numerous, so inconsistent with 
everything that is just, wise, natural, 
and beneficent, that when they arc 
considered, there ought not to be a 
doubt that many, who arc now classed 
under that description, will wish to 
see such a system abolished. 

\Vhat pleasure can they derive from 
contemplating the expos""ed condition 
and almost certain beggary of their 
younger offspring? Every aristo
cratical family has an appet1dage of 
family beggars hanging round it, 
which in a fe\V ages or a few genera
tions arc shook off, and console them
selves with telling their tale in alms
houses, workhouses, and prisons. 
This is the natural consequence of 
aristocracy. The peer and the beggar 
arc often of the same family. One 
extreme produces the other; to make 
one rich many must be made poor ; 
neither can the system be supported 
by other means. 
·There arc two classes of people to 

whom the laws of England arc par
ticularly h<lSt ilc, and those the m<1st 

1 helpless : Y<'unger chilurcn and the 
1 

pnor. Of the fc1rmer I ha,·e just 
spokcn ; ,,f th.:: latter I shall mcntic)Jl , 
one instance out of th.:: manv that i 

might be pwduccd, and with· which 
I shall close this subject. 

Sc\·eral laws ar.:: in existence fc1r 
regulating and limiting Wclrkmcn's 
wag.::s. \Vhy twt lca\·c them as free 
to make their own bargains as tlw 
law-mak.::rs arc to let their farms and 
hous.::s? Personal lab<ntr is all the 
t>roperty they ha\·e. \Vhy is that 

1 Sec Lht! rcp~.lrls on the corn tradc.
Au/hor. 

little, and the little freedom the)" 
enjoy, to be infringed? But the 
injustice will appear stronger if we 
consider the operation and effect of 
such laws. \Vhen wages are fixed 
by \Vhat is called a law, the legal 
wages remain stationary, while every
thing else is in progression ; and a~ 
those who make that law still continue 
to lay on new taxes by other laws, 
they increase the cxpence of li,·ing by 
one law and take away the means by 
another. 

But if those gentlemen law-makers 
and tax-makers thought it right t.~ 
limit the poor pittance whi<;h p~rsonal 
labour can prouuce, and on which a 
whole family is to be supported, they 
certainly must feel themseh·es happily 
indulged in a limitation on their own 
part of not less than tweh·e thousand 
a year, and that of property they 
ne,·er acquired (nor properly any of 
their ancestot·s), and of which they 
have made so ill a use. 

Having now finished this subject, I 
~hall bring the several particulars 
into one \"iew, and then proceed to 
other matters. 

The first Eight Articles arc broug-ht 
f<,rward frnm p. I 35· 

1. Abnlition of two millions poor
rates. 

2. Pro,·ision for t W<l hundred and 
fifty-two tlwusand pnor families at 
lh.:: rate of f,,ur P<'tmds pe-r head f,,r 
each child under fourteen \·cars of 
age; which, with the additi,,(, ,,f two 
hundred and lirt ,. thousand P''umls, 
pro,·idcs alsll ~ducat illll for <lne 
million and thirt\· tlwusand children. 

3· ,\nnuity ,,f ~ix pounds per annum 
each for all poor pcrsc1ns, decayed 
tt·aJesmcn, and others ( suppl'Scd 
sc\·enty thon,-aml) of the age of fifty 
vears, and nntil sixtv. 
• 4- :\nnuity of ten. p,nmds each for 
li fc f,,r all poor pcrsc,ns, decayed 
tradesmen, and others (supposed 
se\·enty thousand), of the age elf 
sixty years. 

... 
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5· Donations of 20s. each f0r fifty 
thousand births. 

6. Donations of 20s. each for 
t \Venty thousand marriages. 

7. Allowance of t \\"enty thousand 
pounds for the funeral expences of 
persons travelling for work, and 
dying at a distanGe from theii· friends. 

8. Employment at all times for the 
casual poor in· the cities of London 
and Westminster. 

SECOND E!I:U~IERATION. 

9· Abolition of the taxes on houses 
and wit1dows. 

10. Allowance of Js. _per week for 
life to fifteen thousand disbanded 
soldiers, and a proportionable allow
ance to the officers of the disbanded 
corps. 

, 1. Encrcase 9f pay to the remain
ing- s0k!icrs of £•9,500 annually. 

12. 'I he same allowance to the dis
banded navy, and the same increase 
of pay as t~_the anny. 

'3· Abohtton of the commutation 
tax. 

•· 14. Plan of . a prog-ressi,·e tax, 
operating to extu:-pat_e the unjust and 
unnatural Ia,~· ol rnmog-eniture, and 
the ,-icious mfluence of the ari,;to
cratical system.' 

• \\ .. hC'n ~nquiril'!'-. a~<.! •nadc into the cctn
ditiun of thL'JllHll', vantlUs_dC"J.~Tl'l'"i nf di .... tn•"'is 
will rno~t pnlhn.hly Ill• lt)UIHI, ,,., r .. ~nd,·r a 
diiTer..:nt arrangcJn(•nt pn.~IL•rahlt.· to that 
which is aln.•ad_y JH"l"'J'h.J.sell. \Vid~.Jws with 
Jantilies will he Ill K!"'·.atcr want than whL·n.~ 
th,~t·t:- are l~u~band~ h\"Jng .. Then~ is als,l a 
ditr'-~rPnCl~ 111 th'-~ t'XJ1L'Ill:'-~ oi.Jiving- in lliJl"ercnt 

Lc~o.ltltllics, and Ol(H"L! ~ll Ill ful'), ' 

Suppose, th,~n, so,ooo L'Xlra
,,nlin;-u·y cast~s at the rate 
of£ 10 _ru.!J: :uliHirn . . . .Csoo,ooo 

IOll,OOO lamdn~s, at £8 per 
family per.r~nnum ... _ 

100,000 (anula~s, at £,7 )Jl'r 
family per_;~nnum ... _ 

J04,ooo (amalu .. ·s, at £,.5 PPr 
fallliJy JlL'I' Oll_ll1llll) ... . .. 

Atlll in..;.tcad of •.n ..... p ..... ht>ad 
f,u· t lu.~ L·ducat lun 4.\f olht·•· 
childn·•~· h.l •_tllnw so~. Pt·t· 
family l'-ll' .t~t.tl P~••·pos'-· lu 

50,000 famd•es (:ut·) 

Hoo,ooo 

JOO,ooo 

.!_;o,ooo 

There yet remains, as already 
stated, one inillion of surplus taxes. 
Some part of this \viii be required for 
circumstances that do not immediately 
present themselves, and such part as 
shall not be wanted will admit a 
further reduction of taxes equal to 
that amount. . 

Among the claims that justice 
requires to be made, the condition o.f 
the inferior revenue olliccrs will merit 
attention. It is a reproach to any 
government to waste such an immen
sity of revenue in sinecures and 
nominal and unnecessary places and 
offices, and not allow e\·en a decent 
livelihood to those on ,,·hom the 
labour falls. The salarv of the inferior 
ollicers of the revenue has stood at 
the petty pittance of less than fifty 
pounds a year for upwards of L1lle 
hundred years. It ought to be 
se\·enty. About one hundred ami 
t wcnty thousand pounds applied to 
this purpose will put all tlwse salaries 
in a decent Cl1ndition. 

This was proposed to be done 
almost t\\·cnty years ago, but the 
treasury board then in being- startled 
at it, as it might lead to similar 
expectati,ms from th'' army aml 
na\·y; and the e\·ent \\·as that the 
King-, or somebody for him, applied 
to parliament t,, ha\·e his O\\"n salary 
raised a hundred thou~an•l a ,·car, 
\\"hich being- done, c\·erything- · L'lsc 
\\"as laid aside. 

\Vith respect to :uwthcr· cla,.;s of 
men, the inferior clergy, I forb••ar to 

I.}o,ooo aged 
befurc 

peni<lns, as 
. f..:J,I.!O,OOO 

L_;.~.ooo 
This at-rarH~t"'nl(~llt an1ounts hl tlll· saml' "itllll 

as ~laled \.lTJ 'p. IJJ, including the£2f\O.OOO l'l'l~ 
L'ducati,ln; hut it pnl\·idt.•s (including- tht.! 
llg"L!d P~"~'lrle) rllr rl.llll" huiH.ll-ed and r~\\11' 
lhl"'usand families, whit-his alnh.lst ont!-third 
of all I Ill• familil'"' in England. -.·1 ullwr. 

Th .. ·r·,~ j..,. pbinh· a hhHHIL•r h'--l1h in the ,·:d
,·ulati'-'11..., in rhis ;h,ll' and ;d..,Ll in thl' 'ttatc
nh·nt h:tsL·d .uptlll llh·m ; bul Paine's idea is 
dl•ar cnuugh. - -1 I. B. H . 
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enlarge on their condition ; but all and making all the provisions for the 
partialities and prejudices for or poor, for the education of children, 
against different modes and forms of the support of the aged, the disbandeu 
religion aside, common justice will part of the army and navy, and 
determine whether there ought to be encre·asing the pay of the remainder, 
an income 0f twenty or thirty pounds there will be a surplus of one million. 
a year to one man and of ten thou- The present scheme of paying off 
san? to <u.!Other. I speak on this the national debt . appears to me, 
subject With the more freedom speaking as an inditTerent person, to 
because I am known not to be a be an ill-concerted, if not a fallacious 
Presbyterian; and therefore the cant job. The burden of the national debt 
cry of court sycophants about church consists not in its being so many 
and meeting, kept up to amuse and millions, or so many hundred millions, • 
bewilder the nation, cannot be raised but in the quantity of taxes collected 
against me. every year to pay the interest. If 

Ye simple men, on both sides of this quantity continue the same, the 
th~ question, do ye not see through burden of the national debt is the 
tl~1s c~urtly craft? If ye can b~ kept 1 same to all intents and purposes, be 
d1sputmg and wrang-ling about church 1 the capital more or Jess. The only 
and meeting, ye just answer the i knowledg-e which the public can ha\·e 
purpose 0f every courtier, who lives of the reduction of the deQJ:, must he 
the while t'n the spoil of the taxes, through the reduction of taxes for 
and laughs at your credulity. Even· paying the interest. The debt, there
religinn is gthld that teaches man to fore, is not reduced one farthing to 
he good; and I k11LJW of Jlllne that the public by all the millions that 
instructs him to be bad. ha\·e been paid; and it would require _j 

:\ll the before-mentioned calcula- more money now to purchase up the. 
tions, suppose only sixteen millions capital than \rhen the scheme began. 
and a half of taxes paid into the Digressing for a moment at this 
cxchcque1·, after the expence of col- point, to which I shall return again, 
lcction and drawbacks at the custom I I look back to the appointment of 
house and excise office are deducted ; I\J r. Pill as minister. 
whereas the sum paiu into the f I was then in America. The war 
excheyuer, is \·cry nearly, if not quite, I was o\·er; and though resen~ment 
se\·o..·nteen millions. The taxes raised 1 hau ceased, memory was still a!J\·c. 
in Scotland ami Ireland arc expended i \Vhen the news of the coalition 
in those countries, and therefore their ' arrived, though it was a matter of Ih1 

sadngs will come out L-'f their own : concern to me as a citizen of America, 
taxes; but if any part be paid into I felt it as a man. It had something 
the English exchequer it might be 1 in it which shocked, by publicly 
remitted. This will not make one ' sporting with Jecency, if not with 
l~undred tlwusand pllunds a yt>ar dif-~1 

principle.. It was impuc~e1~ce in Lo._-d 
terence. North ; 1t \\·as want of firmness 111 

There now remains onlr the national , Mr. Fox. 
debt to be considered. - In the rear I Mr. Pitt was, at that time, what 
1 7R<) the interest, exclusi\·c <'f- the 1 may be called a maiden character in 
tcllll inc·, was£(), l.)O, 138. I I ow much : politic,.:. So far from hcing . l~ack
the capital h;ts bc·ciJ reduc.:d since neyed, he appearcJ not to be initiated 
that: tim.: the minister hcst knows. into the first my,;tcrics <>f court 
llut after p;1ying int..,rc;;t, ahc,Jishing intrigue. Everything was 111 hi,.: 
the• tax on IH.'LISI.."'> and windc,ws, the fann1r. Rc,.:cnlmc•nt: against the 
cummulalion tax, and the t"l\>or rates, coalition sl!n·cd as friencbhip tl> 
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him, and his ignorance of vice was return, as I promiseu, to the 
credited for virtue. \Vith the return subject of the national debt--that 
of peace, commerce and prosperity offspring of the Dutch-Anglo re\·olu
would arise of itself; vet even tion, and its handmaid the Hano\·er 
this encrease was throw;1 to his succession. 
account. But it is now too late to enquire 

\Vhen he came to the helm the how it began. Those to whom it is 
storm was o\·er, and he had nothing due have advanced the money ; and 
to interrupt his course. It required whether it· was well or ill spent, or 
even ingenuity to be wrong, and he pocketed, is not their crime. It is, 
succeeued. A little time shewed him however, easy to see, that as the 
the same sort of man as his pre-: nation proceeds in contemplating the 
decessors had been. Instead of pro- nature and principles of goverJlment, 
fiting by those errors which had and to understand taxes, and make 
accumulated a burden of taxes comparisons between those of 
unparalleled in the wodd, he sought, America, France, and England, it 
I might almost say he ad\·crtiscd, for will be next to impossible to keep it 
enemies, and provoked means to in the same torpid :-;tate it has 
encrcase taxation. Aiming at some- hitherto been. Some rcf0rm must, 
t!1ing, he knew not_ wh:tt, he ransacked •

1 

fran~ the n~ccssity of the case, so~m 
Europe and lnll!a tor adn~ntures, begm. It 1s not whether these prm
and abanuon_ing the fair pretensions ciplcs press with little or much fo1·..:c 
he bcga~1 with, h~can1e the knight- i in the present nwmenl. They arc 
errant ol modern times. I out. Thev arc abrl1ad in the world, 

It is_ unQicasant to _sec character \ and no for.cc .:an slop them. Like a 
throw Itscll away. It Is more so tc1 ' secret tl'lu, they are beyond recall; 
see one's self decci\·cd. ;>.Jr. Pitt and he must be blind indeed that docs 
had merited nothing, hut he promised not sec that a change is already 
much. lie gaYe symptoms of a mind beg-inning-. . 
superior to the me_anncss and o.:orrup- Nine millions of dead taxes IS a 
tion of .:ourts. 1-l!s apparent can<llHir sericms thing-; ami thi·s is not only 
encourag-ed_ expco.:tations; and the for had, but in a great measure f0r 
public conhdence, stunned, wearied, foreig-n gcn·crnment. By putting- the 
ant~ confounded hy a ch;h)s of parties, power of making war into the hands 
re\"1\·cd ami attached itself to him. of fl1rcig-ncrs who came for what they 
But mista~-:ing-, as he has done, the could g-el, little else was ll' be expected 
disg·_u~t ot_ the '."t~ion ag·ainst the '

1 
than ,~·hat has happ~·ned. . 

coalltwn_, lor ment 111 him,_;elf, he has Rcascm,_; arc alrealh· ach·ano.:ed Ill 
rushed Into measures which a man this work shewing that whatc\·cr 
less supported would not ha\"e pre- the reforms in the taxes may be, they 
sumcd to act. ,,ug·ht to be made in the currc1_1t 

All ~h_is seems lo shew that chang-l' cxpcnccs of g"lH·ernment, and not 111 
of m111Istcrs amounts to nnthing-. the part applied tc' the inll'rest 0f the 
One goes out, aiwther comes in, ;u;d natic,nal debt. Lh- remitting- the taxes 
still the same measu1 es, vices, and elf t hl• pclclr, tiu:1• will ·he tel tally 
extra\·ag~mcc_a~·e pursued. It sig-nitil's rclic,·cd, and all uis.:lmll'nt l1n thc1r 
not who IS munster. Thl! dcfc.cl lies part will he taken away; ancl by 
in the system. The foundation and striking· cliT such l'f the taxes as are 
the supcrstructnre elf the -"o\·ernmcnt a\reacl~: mentic,ned the nati<111 will 

\ ·td Pr 1 · ,., • arc 1
' • _, P It as Yell! pleas~.·. it mc,re than rcec,,·,T the: whc>le c·xpctli."C 

cc'ntinual\y ;.mks into ·court .. -,nTnl- l'r the: mad .\mcrkan war. 
mcnt, ancll·\-l'r \\'ill. " Th~·rc \\ill th.:n remain c>nly the 
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national debt as a subject of dis- I 
content ; and in order to remove, or 
rather to prev.ent this, it would be 1 

good policy in the stockholders them
selves to consider it as property, 
subject, .like all other property, to 
bear some portion of the taxes. .It 
would gi1·e to it both popularity and 
security, and as a great part of its 
present inconvenience is balanced by 
the capital which it keeps alive, ·a 
measure of this kind would so far 
add to that balance as to silence 
objections. 

This may be done by such gradual 
means as to accomplish all that is 
nece.ss;~ry with the greatest case and 
COn\·entence. 

Instead of taxing the capital the 
best metlwd would be to tax tlw 
interest by som;.! progressi1·e ratio, 
ami to lessen the public taxes in .the 
same proportion as the interest 
diminished. 

Suppose the interest was taxed one 
halfpenny in the pound the first year, 
a penny more the second, and to pro
cc..,d by a certain ratio to be deter
mined 'upon, always less than any 
other tax upon property. Such a tax 
WLluld he subtra..:ted frnm the interest 
at the time of payment without any 
cxpence or collection. 

One halfpenny in the pound woulu 
lessen the interest, and consequently 
the taxes, twenty thousanu J1Lltmd,;. 
The tax on wagg,ms amounts to this 
sum, ami this tax might he taken off 
the first year. The seconu vear the 
t:tx on t'e;nal.:! sen·ants, or so;ne other 
of the like amount, might also be 
taken ofT, anu by (JI'l1CCeding in this 
manner, always applying the tax 
raised from the property of the debt 
tnwanls its extincti,,n, anu not earn· 
it to the current sen·ices, it woul~l 
liherak itself.* 

The ~tllckhol(h:rs, twtwithstanding 
this tax, would pay less taxes than 
th.cv d,, nLHI'. \Vhat the1· would sa1·.: 
by -the extindion of th~ pLwt·-ratc,, 
and the lax on lwuses and wimJ,,ws, 

and the commutation tax, would be 
considerably greater than what this 
tax, slow but certain in its operation, 
amounts to. 

It appears to me to be prudence to 
look out for measures that may apply 
under any circumstances that may 
approach. There is, at this moment, 
a crisis in the affairs of Europe that 
requires it. Preparation now is 
wisdom. If taxation be once let 
loose it will be difficult to reinstate 
it ; neither would the relief be so 
effectual as to proceed by some certain 
and gradual reduction. 

The fraud, hypocrisy, and imposi
tions of go1•ernments, are now begin
ning to be too well understood to 
promise them any long- career. The 
farce of monarchy and aristocracy 
in all countries is follo,wing that of 
chivalry, and l\Ir. Burke is dressing
·for the funeral. Let it then pass 
quietly to the tomb of all other follies, 
and the mourners be comforted. 

The time is not very dis~ant when 
England will laugh at itself for sending 
to Holland, Hano1·er, Zell, or Bruns
wick, for men, at the expcnce of a 
million a year,·who understood neither 
her laws, her language, nor her 
interest, and whose capacities would 
scarcely have fitted them for the office 
of a jlarish constable. If f!'OI·ern
rnent CLlUld be trusted to such hands, 
it must he some easy and simple 
thing- indeed, and materials fit for all 
the purposes may be found in every 
town and 1·illage in Eng-land.' 

\Vhcn it shall be said by any 
country in the \\'orld my pn,>r arc 
happy ; neither ignnnmcc nor distress 
is to he found anlllllg" them ; my jails 
arc empty ,,r pris<>ncrs, my streets of 
beg-gars; the aged are 1wt in want; 
the taxes arc twt ''ppressi1·e ; the 
rati,,nal \\"llrld is m1· friend, because I 
am the friend of its' happiness : \Vhcn 

• Tl1is :tnd the prcl'4.!ding· pa1·ag-raph wen.! 
included in the infonna.tion againsl Pain!.!'. -
){.B. B. 
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these. things can he said, then may 
that country boast its constitution and 
its government. 

Vvithin the space of a few years we 
have seen two revolutions, those of 
America and France. In the former 
the contest was long, and the conflict 
severe ; in the latter the nation acted 

-with such a consolidated impulse, 
that, having no foreign enemy to 
contend with, the re\·olution was 
complete in power the moment it 
appeared. From both those instances 
it is evident that the greatest forces 
that can be brought into the field of 
revolutions arc reason and common 
interest. \Vhere these can have the 
opportunity of acting opposi~ion dies 
with fear, or ~rumbles away by 
conviction. It IS a great standing 
which they have now universally 
obtained i and \~·e may hereafter hop"c 
ll~ sec rc\·olutlons, or change-; in 

·government, ~rocluced with the same 
quiet operatll~ 11.• by which any 
measure, determlllahle hv reason and 
discussion, is accomplisliecl. 

\Vhen. a natiot~ cl~anges its opinion 
and habtts of thlllktng it is no lon"er 
to be gon;:rned as before ; hut 1t \\·o~!ld 
not only· he \:rong, but had polic\·, to 
attempt. by Ioree what ought t~ be 
accomphs~lCd . by. reason. Rebellil'll 
consists -~n l_o_rctbl~· opposing th~ 
general \\Ill ol •1 nat ton, whether lw a 
party or by_ a government. Th~re 
ought, therelcH·c, t~~ he in every nation 
a metlwd of l~Ccastonallv ascc~laining 
the state ol public ·opinil1n with 
respect to g-overnment. On this 

· t th' old "O\· 'r II... potn '-' . ,., " nmcnt of France 
was sup_er:or to the present "OH~rtt· 
ment ot bngl~nd, becan>.e, 01~ extra
ordinary occastc,ns, t·ecourse c,,uld he 
had tc1 what was then called the 
S t -; General. But · I' . ta e.- 111 ~ng-land there 
are no such occasional b.odics · and 
as to tlw~e. \\Ill, are now ,:·died 
reprcscntalt\·cs, ~~ g-reat part <.""~f ;hcnt 
ar~ tn\?n.! rnachtnes l'r the court 
placetnell, anJ depenJents. ' 

I presume that tlh'ug·lt all thl' 

people of England pay taxes, not an 
hundredth part of them arc electors, 
and the members of one of the houses 
of parliament represent nobody but 
themselves. There is, therefore, no 
power but the voluntary will of the 
people that has a right to act in any 
matter respecting a general reform ; 
and by the same right that two 
persons can confer on such a subject, 
a thousand may. The object in all 
such preliminary proceedings, is to 
find out what the general sense of a 
nation is and to be gm·erned by it. 
If it prefer a bad or defecti\·e go\·ern
ment to a reform, or chuse to pay ten 
times more taxes than there is occa
sion for, it has a right so to do : and 
so long as the majority do not impose 
conditions on the minorit\·, di/Terent 
from what they impose on themsch·cs, 
thoug-h there may be much c1·ror, 
there is no injustice. Neither will the 
error continue long. Reason and 
uiscussinn will soon bring things 
rig·ht, howc\·er \\Tong they may 
begin. By such a process no tumult 
is to be apprehended. The poL1r in 
all CLmntries arc naturallv both 
peaceable and grateful in all· reforms 
in which their interest and happiness 
is included. It is c'nh· by neglecting 
and rejecting them th:.tt they bl'CL'mc 
tumultuous.* 

The objects 1 hat nnw press '"' I he 
public allcnti,m arc the French rcH'
Iulion, and the prospect of a genl'ral 
re\·olutil111 in g·o\·crnmcnts. Of all 
nations in El'rope there• is nc,nc !--'' 
much intcrcslc>d in the Frc>ndt ren'
lution as England. Encmie-. f,". agc,s, 
and that at a \·ast expence, and 
without an\" rat ic,nal <'bje_ct, the 
opportunity· tll'\\" pr~senh ihclf ,,f 
amicablY cl,,sing- the scene, and 
jc,inin~~ their dr,,;·ts to reform the re:t 
of Europe. By d,,ing this the~· \~·til 
lll't only prl'\'etlt the furlhl'r enu>ot<Hl 
of hh'''d and c•ncrcasc ,,f taxes. but be 
in a conditit..'n <'f g--:uing rid 0f a L"t..)ll

~idt·rahlc part ,,!"their prc;;cnt burdens, 
a,., has bcc·n already stalell. Long-
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experience, however, has shown that If men will permit themselves to think, 
reforms of this kind are not those as rational beings ought to think, 
w·hich old governments wish to nothing can appear more ridiculous 
promote ; and therefore it is to and absurd, exclusive of all moral 
nations, and not to such governments, reflections, than to be at the expencc 
that these matters present themseh·es. of building na\·ies, filling them with 

In the preceding part of this work men, and then hauling them into the 
I have spoken of an alliance between ocean, to try which can sink each 
England, France and America, of other fastest. Peace, which costs · 
purposes that were to be afterwards nothing, is attended with infimtely 
mentioned. Though I ha\·e no direct more ad\·antage than any victory with 
authority on the part of America I all its expence. But this, though it 
h;l\·e good reason to conclude that best answers the purpose of nations, 
she is disposed to enter into a does not that of court go\'ernments, 
consideration of such a measure, whose habited policy is pretence for 
prodded that the governments with taxation, places and offices. 
which she might ally act as national It is, I think, also certain, that the 
go\·crnments, and not as courts above confederated powers, together 
eJl\'eloped in intrigue and mystery. with that of the United States of 
That France as a nation, and a America, can propose with effect, to 
niltional gtH"crnment, would prefer an Spain, the independence of South 
alliance with England, is a matter of America, and the opening those 
certain!\". Nations, like individuals, countries ,,f immense extent and 
who ha~·e long been enemies without wealth to the general commerce ,,f 
knowing each other, or knowing why, the world, as North America n0w is. 
hccome the better friends when the\· \Vith how much more glory ami 
discover the errors and imrosition's advantage to itself doc-; a nation act 
under which the\· had acted. when it exerts its po\\'ers to rescue 

Admitting, the-refore, the prohability the world from bondage and to create 
of such a connection, J will slate itself friends, than when it employs 
some matt.!rs by which such an those powers to cncrease ruin, desola
alliance, t.1g-dher with that of Holland, tion and miscn·. The horrid scene 
mig-ht render service, not only to the that is now acting hy the Eng-lish 
parties immediately concerned, hut to ~o,·crnmcnt in the East Indies, i, fit 
all Europe. only t0 be told of Goths and Vandals, 

It is, I think, certain, that if the who, destitute of principle, robbed 
Aeets of England, France and Holland and tortured the world they were 
were confederated they could propose, incapable of enjoying. 
with ctrect, a limitation to, and a The opening of South America 
orencral dismantling- of, all the na\·ies would produce an immense field of 
~~ Eurnpc, lLJ a cer.tain proportion to ' Ctlfllmerce, and a rcath· money market 
be ag-reed upon. for manulltctures, wliich the eastern 

Firs!, That no new ship of war w0rld does not. The cast is already 
shall be buill by any power in Europe, a countrv full ,,f manufactures, the 
thcmsch·es included. importation of which is not l 1nly an 

Secondh·, That all na\·ics now in injury to the manufactures of England, 
existence ~hall he put back, suppose but a drain upon its specie. The 
to one-tenth of lhl!ir pn:•scnt force. balance a;.:-ainst England by this trade 
This will sa,·c to France and England i" rc·gtdarly upwards ,,f half a milli,,n 
al lc•ast twn milli,,n,. slcrlin~ annually 1 annnallv sent ,,ut in the Ea"t India 
t0 each, and their relali,·e f,,rce will 1 >-hip;.; in. sih·c·r; and this is I he t·cas,,n, 
be in the same pr,,porti,>n as it is now. ! t,,g-cthcr 1\"ith German intrigue and 
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German subsidies, there is so little app1·ehension of being enenues to 
sil\"er in England. liberty, and too often insulted by 

But any W<u· is harvest to such those who commanded them, their 
g-overnments, howe\"er ruinous it may condition was a double oppression. 
be to a nation. It sen•es to keep up But where general principles of liberty 
deceitful expectations, which prevent pen·ade a people e\·erythingis restored 
a people looking into the defects and to order; and the soldier, civilly 
abuses of government. It is the lo treated, returns the ci\"ilitv. 
/zere! and the lo /here! that amuses In contemplating revol~1tions, it is 
and cheats the multitude. easy to perceive· that they may arise 

Never did so great an opportunity from two distinct causes ; the one, to 
offer itself to England, and to all a\·oid or get rid of some great 
Europe, as is produced by the two calamity; the other, to obtain some 
revolutions of America and France; great and positiYe good; and the t\VO 

By the former, freedom has a national may be distinguished by the names of 
champion in the western world; and active and passi,·e re\"oluticns. In 
by the latt~1·, in Europe. \Vhen those which pwceed f1·om the former 
another nation shall join France, cause, the temper becomes incensed 
despotism and bad go,·ernment will and sowered ; and the redress, 
scarcely dar~ to appear. To use a obtained hy danger, 1s too often 
trite expression, the iron is becoming sullied. by · re\·eng-e. But in those 
hot all OYer Eu1·ope. The insulted which proceed from the latter, the 
German ami the enshn·ed Spaniard, heart, rather animated than ag:itated, 
the Russ and the Pole, arc b.::.rinnino· enters serenely uplln the subjcct. 
to think .. The present ag-e wTI! her;._ Reason am\ discussi,1n, pcrsuasion 
after ment to be called the Age o[ and condction, becc>me the w.::apons 
Reasc1 1l, and the pr.::scnt g-eneration in the contest, and it is cmly when 
will appear to the future as the Adam those arc atkmpted t,, be suppressed 
of a new world. that recourse is had to ,·iolence. 

\Vhen all the gO\·ernm.::nts of \Vhen men unite in agreeing that a 
Europe sh<~ll be established on the thilw is rrood could it be ohtain.::d, 
representat\\·e system, nations will sucl~ as r~lief' from a hurdc·n of taxes 
hcCl1m.:: acquaint.::d, and the ani- and the extinction ,1f corrupti,m, the 
nll1sitie_s at~d the prejudices fcllllcnted nhjeLI is ml1re than half acn,mpJi,_h,·d. 
bY the mtngue and artilice of courts I \\~hat they ;~ppnwe as the end they 
,,:ill ceas.::. The oppressed soldie~ \nil promote 111 the means. 
will becom~ a freeman; and the \ \Viii anY man saY, in the present 
hJrtured s;ul,>r, no long·er dragg-ed 

1 
excess of 'taxation, ·falling- so he~IIYY 

along the. stre<'ts like a felon, will ' ,,n the• P''or, that a rcmissi,m ol h\·c 
pursuc his mercantile yoyage in pounds annually of taxes tel '"1e 
safety. It Wclu\d be better that 1 hundrC'd and four thnu,;anJ J'O''r 
nations sl~ould continue the pay llf' families is not a xood thing? \Yill he 
their sollhers. during their li\·es, and 

1 

sa\· that a remission ,,f seyen pounds 
g:in! th.::m then· discharg-.::, and rcstorl! an-nualh· to a1wther hundred tJ,,nJsaml 
them to frc·e~l'_"lnl <llll\ th~ir friends, and ' pol>r f:u.nili.::s, ,,f,·ig·ht P''unds annually 
cease l"l'CI"IIt\tng-, than retain such to mwtlwr hundred tlll1U"'and P''or 
mult~t~ldcs at the same .::xpcnce in a families, ami of len P''untb annually 
ct'n<.\Jlll' 11 lls<'less tel socicl\' and tel fifty th,,usand J'l10r anJ wid,,w..,d 
th._,mseh·..,s. A.s soldi.:t·s ha\'e l~ithert,, Lunili~s, arc' Jlllt l{(lr>d thin.!(.\".=> .\nd 
b.::.:n treat.::~l 111 lllllst <:(>llntric•-. th<:\' tc1 pr,,c.:c•d a st~~P t"artlH·r in \~tis 
111ig-ht h.: satd tn he with,,ut a fric·n,i. c·lintax, will he sa,· that 1'1 pr<l\·td..: 
Shtlllll<::d by lh..: citizens on an against the mi:-;f,~rtunes tl.l whidl 
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human life is subject, by securing six 
pounds annually for all poor, dis
tressed, and reduced persons of the 
age of fifty and until sixty, and of ten 
pounds annually after sixty, is not a 
good tliiug? 

\Viii he sav that an abolition of two 
millions of ·poor-rates to the house
keepers, and of the whole of the 
house and winuow light tax, and the 
commutation tax, is not a good thing .:J 

Or will he say that to abolish corrup
tion is a bad ihiug? 

If, therefore, the good to be 
obtaincJ be worthy of a passi\·e, 
ratioBal, and costless revolution, it 
would be bad policy to prefer waiting 
for a calamity that should force a 
violent one. I have no idea, con
sidering the reforms which are now 
passing and spreading throughout 
Eur,)pe, that Englanu will p.:!rmit 
herself to he the last ; and where the 
OL"Casinn and the opportunity quietly 
offer, it is bdter than to wait for a 
turbulent necessity. It may be con
siuered as an honour to the animal 
faculties of man to obtain redress by 
courage and danger, but it is far 
greater honour to the rational faculties 
to accomplish the same object by 
reason, accommoJation, and general 
C011Sc.!Cll. 1 

r I know it i~ th0 opuuon of many of lh.:! 
nH)SI Pnlig-htened charach•p; in France (there 
always will be th~,s~ who sec farther into 
l~\'L'lll'i than others) not only among- the 
g-\.~lll'raltna">'i or l'itizC'ns, but or many uf I he 
prinL·ipal rnetnht>r..; of llll~ ftlrJllL'I" !\"ational 
...-\s'iL'mhly, that th ... ~ rnonarchil·al plan will 
rhlt L"llntintw tnany yt.•ars in thal l'lHinlry. 
They han~ r~..luth.lnut, that as wisdom cantlllt 
he nladl! lh.::.n._•Uitary, power oughl nol; and 
that, f(lr a man In nH•rit a million sterling- a 
y ... ·ar from a nation, h .. ~ tHig-ht lo ha\·e a n1ind 
capable or l:tllll)'ll"l'h ... ·nding- fnllll an attllll to 

/-}

- univet·s~.~; wliicla, if 11 ... ~ had, ht~ would b .. · 
bll\'c r·c ... ·,:i\·ing- till~ pay. Hut th~..~y wishc:d 

Thll to app.•ar· Ill h·ad lih~ natinn fa~l.,•r than 
it-.; own fL~a.,Ll!l aud inlcr-... ·-.t dictat ... ~d. In all 
the Cl'IIV,.,·.,;lti.,n., wht·r,· I h:l\"t' ht'L'll prL"~L'Ill 
up~.Hlthis -.ubjv.·T, the idea alway'i Wa">, tl1al 
\Vh~.~n -.u.·iJ a I inh', fnun 1 hl! g~.·u ... ·ral opinit)ll 

.._,f llh~ nalit:lll, shall an·in·, th:ll the hl'HhHJr
ahlc and liln·ral Jllt'lhod Wl)uld be, tu mak~ 

As reforms, or revolutions, call 
them which you please, exte;1d them
selves among nations, those nations· 
will form connections and conventions, 
and when a few are thus confederated, 
the progress will be rapid, till 
despotism and corrupt govcq1mcnt 
be totally expelled, at least out of two 
quarters of the world, Europe and 
America. The Algerine piracy may 
then be commanded to cease, for it is 
only by the malicious policy of old 
governments, against each other, that 
it exists.* 

Throughout this work, \'arious and 
numerous as the subjects are, which 
I have taken up and im·cstigated, 
there is only a single paragraph upon 
religion, viz. "tlwt e<'CI'}' rclij;ion z:r 
.trood, tlwt lcaclzes man to he .Rood." 

I ha\·e carefully m•oidcd to enlarge 
upon the subject, because I am 
inclined to believe, that what is called 
the present ministry wish to sec con
tentions abLHlt religion kept up, to 
pre\·cnt the nation turning its attention 
to subjects of go\·ernment. It is, as 
if they were to say, "Look that ~N~·, 
or any ·w~v, bitt !lu:,·. "* 

But as relig:.ion is \·cry improperly 
made a political machine, and thc 
reality of it is thereby destroyed, I 
will conclude this work with l-'tating 
in what light religion appears to me. 

If we suppose a large family of 
children, who, on any particular day, 
or particular circumstances, make it 
a custom to present to their parent 
some token of their affection and 
gratitude, each of tlwm would make 
a difl"erent offering, and nwst prohably 
in a different manner. Some WLluld 
pay their congratulatiLlllS in themes 
L'f verse or prose ; some, hy little 

a handsome pr·c.,.cnl in ft~e sirnpk· lo I he 
fl'!rsnn. wiHlt..'Vl'l' ht! may Ill~, 1 hal shall t ht.~n 
lh· in till~ T11lll1an:hic:al ofli,·t.·, and f~.,r hint to 
n:tin· to tlw \~njuymcnl tlf' pr·ivah~ Iii~·, 
po~~.tt_·o.;sing- hi~ share tlf g"l~llt~ral r·ights and 
privil ... ~g-es, and lu ht" no more alYnuntahh· 11.1 
the public.: r .. ,r his time and his conduct than 
any oth~r citizen. ~Attllwr. * 
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devices, as their genius dictated, or 
according to what they thought would 
please ; and, perhaps the least of all, 
not able to do any of those things, 
would ramble into the garden, or the 
field, and gather what it thought the 
prettiest flower it could find, though 
perhaps it might be but a simple 
weed. The parent would be more 
gratified by such variety than if the 
whole of them had acted on a con
certed plan, and each had made 
exactly the same offering. This would 
h:n·e had the cold appearance of 
contri,·ance, or the harsh one of 
controul. But of all unwelcome 
things nothing could more affiict the 
parent than to know that the whole 
of them had afterwards gotten 
toge~hcr by the ~ars, boys and girls 
fight1ng, scratcl11ng, reviling, and 
abusing each other abo_ut which was 
the best or the worst present. 

\Vhy may we not suppose that the 
great Fat~1er of _all is pleased with 
yaricty ol _ dc\·ot1on r and that the 
greatest oflence we can act is that bv 
which \n! scc_k to torment and render 
each <lthcr llliS<.:rahle? For my own 
pa1·t I am f_ully satisflcd that ,~·hal I 
am I~<~W dolllg, \~·ith an endca\'<lUr to 
conciliate manku1d, to rcnde1· their 
ccmditic;n happy, to unite nations that 
ha\'e lutherto been enemies and tc1 
extirpate the horrid practi<.:e' of w:u· 

I L,l. ··tk the ciJ·l· · 1 ' anl ": . • Ills ot s a\·cry and 
opprcss1.'111 • Is 'acceptable in his sig·ht ; 
and being ti_H! best sen-icc I can 
pcrfc1rm I ad ~t cheerfully, 

I d<l not hehe,·e that a;l,- t\\'c) men 
·lrtt are c·tll 1 1 ·. · ' 

011. \\ : .• , _ ' C< • <ch:lnnal poml s, 
thtnk ,till-.,, '' ho th1nk at all. It is 
only those who h;n-e not thoug-ht 
that ;~ppea~ to agree. It is in thb 
case as With what 1s called the 
Briti,_;h C<1l1stitution. It has been 
taken _f,,r !P

1
'anted t,, be "'<lcKI and 

. )tntutns 1avc s 1. :--, ' cnc< f - u PP ted l he '11:tc"e 
of prl'<' · Bt~t \\'hen the n~tli<'ll 
~ 1 11-.~s lll cxanltnl.! · . . '. 

Clll -he abuses . ~llln .•ls .l"'ln~·q1lc'S 
anJ l 1 It .tdmlls 1t w11l he 
found 1

'' laVe 111 L11'l! def~cts thau I 

ha,·e pointed out in this work and the 
former. 

As to what are called national 
religi<;ms, we may with as much 
pror,nety talk of national Gods. It 
is either political craft or the n!mains 
of the Pagan system, when e\'ery 
nation has its separate and particular 
deity. Among all the writers of the 
English church clergy, who ha\'C 
treated on the general subject of 
religion, the , , present llishop of 
Llandafr• has not been excelled : ami 
it is with much pleasure that I take 
the opportunity of expressing this 
token of respect. 

l have now gone through the whole 
of the suhjeci, at least as far as it 
appears to me at p1·csenl. lt has been 
111\' intention for the fh·e ,-ears I ha\·e 
b.;'en in Europe to ofl"cr a~1 addres~ to 
the people of England em the suhJ'?Ct 
of gon!rnment, if the opportulllt)' 
presented itself, before I returned l_o 
America. 1\Ir. Burke has thnnn1 1t 
in mv wa\· and I thank him. On a 
ce1·tain oc~asinn, th1·e..: ,-cars agn, I 
pressed him ''' pn>pns~ a natic11~al 
conYenli<'ll to he 1:1irl\' elected, lc>r 
the puqws~ llf taking· the stale oflhc 
nation inlc) c,lnsidcratic>n; but I 
fcnmd that lwwc,·cr strclngly the 
parliamentary currcnt \\·as th<'ll 
setting- against the party he• ac"tcd 
with, their P<llicy was tel k..:cp e\·~ry
thing within the licld ,1r ,·,"-rupll<'l~, 
and trust tc1 accidents. L,>ng exJk'n
ence has shewn t hal parliaments 

! \\'Ottld f,l((cH\' :til\' change c>f miniskrs, 
ami on this th~\- r..:sted thl'ir h<>pc•s 
and expeclati,1ns·. 

F'orn1..:-rly, \\·h~n di\·isil1ns an,~c 
rc!'pccting- g·ln·crnnll:"nls, r~cc,:u·~\! \\'as 
had to tlw s\n1rd, and a c1nl war 
ensued. That sa\·age cusl<lnl 1s 

1 In his r~..·cl_·ntly puhlish ..... l t•dit}t'l1 ,,f 
Pain .. ·'s ,,.,wk-;. i\1 r. :\h,rh'lll'l" n. llli\Wa! 
n·marks that," Tlai~ l!,,mag-l', in r;q2, ILl th_ .. ~ 
writer wh~..,se fanll' rests l·hil'lly till lu-; 
answ .. ·r· to l)airll··.,. .·l,.r:t' t~( A,>,·ason_ t · lj•oi~?.'Y 
Jf,r lh,· Biblt•, •i¢) is Wlll'thy t 11 rh'Ll'. 

1 ll. B. B. 
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exploded b_y the new svstem ; and 
reference 1s had to n;~tional con
ventions. Discussion ami the general 
will arbitrate the question, and to 
this private opinion yields wi~h a 
good grace, and order is preserved 
uninterrupted. 

Some gentlemen have a!Tecteu to 
call the prirv;iples upon which this 
work and the former part of the 
R(![lzls of Jlhm arc founded "a new 
fangled doctrine." The question is 
not whether those principles arc new 
or olc.l, but whether they are right or 
wmng. Suppose the former, it will 
shew their effect by a figure easily 
unc.lcrstood. 

It is now towards the miuc.llc of 
Februarv. Were I to take a tun1 
into th~ country the trees would 
pr·esent a leat1ess winterly appearance. 
As people are apt to pluck twigs as 
they walk along-, r perhaps might uo 
the same, anu by chance might 

I observe that a sill,!(lc bud on that twig" 
: had begun to swell. I should reason 

1

1 very unnaturally, or rather not reason 
al all, to suppose that t!ti's was the 
only bud in England which had this 
appearance. r nstead of deciding thus, 
I should instantly conclude that the 
!-ian1e appearance \Vas beginning, or 

r about to begin, e\·erywhere ; antl 
though the \·eg-etable sleep will 
continue longer on some trees and 

I plants than on others, and though 
1 

some of them may not blossom fc1r two 
1l or three years, all will be in leaf in the 
summer, except those which arc 

: rotten. \Vhat pace the political 

1 
summer may keep with the natural, 

: no human foresight can determine. 
It is, howe\·er, not difficult to pcrceh·c 

' that the spr·ing- is bo?g-un. Thus 
wishing, as I sincerely do, freetlom 
and happiness to all nations, 1 close 
the SECOND PAI{'f. 
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As ihe publication o~ thi~ worlc has h~en 
Jclaved beyonJ the tune mtended, lth111k 
it not improper, all circumstances con
sidered, to stale the causes that ha,·e 
occasioned the d~lay. 

of circu~1stanccs that may lead to some 
explanatiOn. 

The reader wtll probablv observe thai 
some parts in L_he plan contained it~ this 
work for redu~mp- the taxes, and certain 
parts in Mr. lttt;; spe~ch at the opening 
of the presentse_sston, 1 uesday,J anuary 31, 
.,rc so much ahke, as to induce a belief, 
that either the Autho1· had talcen the hint 
from 1\lr. Pitt, or Mr. Pitt f.-om the 
:\uthor.--.1 ~vill first point out the parts 
that arc sm11lar, and then state such cir
cumstances as l am acquainted with, 
leaving the reader tu make his own con
clusion. 

The first hint for lessening- the ta_xcs, 
and that as a consequence \lowing lro~n 
th~ French rc\'olution, is to he found 111 

, the ADDRESS and DECLARATIO!' of the 

I Gentlemen who met at the Thatched
House Ta\'ern, August 20, I7C)L _Am,Jng 

I many other particulars stated m that 
! Address, is the following, put as an 

1 

interr0gat]on to the go\'ernmcnt oppose~s 
of the I• rench revolution. ".·I r<' lll_•:Y 

I sorry tlwt flit! prd,·ncc, lor 11•'1" oppr.·sst7'<' 
laxi!.S,and lllt!occasio11 jvrco111inuingm" 1~Y 

' old faxes will be at an <'ll<i ?" 
1. It is well known, that the persons who 

chiel1y frequent the Th<ltchell-ll_ouse 
: l-avern, an:' nH~·n nf court conn(•clllHlS, 
' and so mud1 did the\' tal'e this .-\Jdr..,ss 

and D..,cbmtion respecting the Fre11~h 
Consideri_n~, it ill most <ln unprecedented 

case, tha~ t:tx~~ ~hould be propo.>sed to he 
tako.m oil, It IS equally as extr:lllrdinan· 
that such a measure• ~hould occur to tw~> 
persons at. tlw_ ~am.., tune; and still more 
Sl), (con~u.lcnng· thl..! \'asl varit.·l\" and 
nmltiplicll}" of ta~~') that thev shot1Id hit 
ol\ tho.! same ;;pen!•c taxes. 1\1.-. Pitt has 
lltentioncJ, Ill. Ius spc•L•ch, thl' tax '"' 
Calf>' anJ 11 ".J.;.I[<>.ns -··that 011 Fcma/,• 
s,·,.•anls-tl.lc lowe_nng the tax on Cand!.-s, 
ami the tal-ong ull the tilx of three shil
ling,; on f/otts,·s h;tving under seven 
windows. 

Every one of those specific t·txl's 'll"l.! "I 

P·•rt ,,f the plan contained · ' ·1 . · ' 1' t . ·J ·tl. 11\ lll~ \\"01" .;, 
and pn1posc . ' :'0 lo be takL·n ol1'. :'llr. 
Pitt's plan, It. ~s trt~e, goes Ill> farther 
tl . to a redULIIOn ot tl 1.111 .. d 1ree hundred and 
tw<'nl\" thou''111 pounus · "llll tl · d · 

• "'.llllJSCJ in l)'. :''I lC IC U~
twn. P1 I l I. . 1

" \\~•rk to ncar!\" SIX 
milholl": .· . ~·." e 11.'a_de my ~akulaiions 
on onl) sl~:"~·n_ nl!lhons and a hair ,,r 
rcvcllll"': _sll l --1~-,~·nzn~ that it was u \'l'I'V 
lll."arlv, t1 nu {tllltl·, s~v~nt.. ·11· ·. j, 
.!\11· f'ilf ~l~ltCS ll at I{) h (ll\ 1111 lllll~· 
· · ,-h l,f the lllattl!r ' \)O,ooo. I know 
Cllllll'i-:'_,,.,--~Latl.'d it. ll~l s_ay, lhal he .ha~ 
n<lt · .. 1• . . ·I . L,v,ng thus g•n·11 
th~ p·Lflll u .u >, \\ lldt c . I . 

"·I' •tnd his sp.,..,o.:h l o~n:spnn,( in t Its 
Wlll < ' • Will slate a chain 

re,·olution anJ th.., rcuuctinll of taXL'S m 
disgust, that the Lamllord wa~ umkr the 
neo.:L'ssity of informing the L.il·ntlo.;m"": 
who.> composed tht.' mcl'lillg- ,,t the 
l went iet h of .-\ugust, anJ \\"Ill> pr,>p<hl'U 
holding- another lll•'l'tillg-, that hi! n>uld 
tllll n.~cci\·c the1n. • 

1 Thl' KCntleman who signed the ;u.ld~· ... ·ss 
and d~l.·l.iu-ation as chairmt\11 of the meeting", 
l\·1 r. 1-lt.wn\! To~.1kc. hcing generally surr'-'~t.·d 
to be the pl!rs~..Hl who drew it up, an~i !•a\'ll~~ 
spllkcn ntul'h in Cl)llltncndation c.'t 11, h.ls 
b~..·cn J'll'ltlarly ::ll·cusL.•d of prai~ing hb own 
WlWk. "l\1 free hiln t'rlllll this ctnharra!"!stncnt,. 
and to "an:- hint the rc.•peatl.•d tnntl>~'~. of 
ntenth.:ming the author, as he has tllll la1kll 
l!..'l dl', 1 1nakc llll hcsitati~....,n in saving·, that 
as lt1c.• <.'pportunitv of bcnclltinK by the 
Frcnl'h n:volution ·easily o~~.·url'cll to n:~.!, 1 
dn.•w up llh~ publkatil.'ll in qtu~~tillll, :uul 
showc.•d it t0 hin1 and sc.lOlC l.,llht.·r gcnth .. •nlt:~l; 
who, fully apprlwin~ it, h'-.:~ld a nu .. ~cting IL'l' 
the purpl'Sc nf makiu~ it publi~·, and ~lth
scrilwd lL' thl.~ amount t'f HI'ty ~uinl.·a~ ll' 
defray the ex pence l'f adYl.·rti:-iing. I bl·IH~\'t• 
tlu.·rc ar~ at this tinll~, in En~:;land •. a 
gTeall'l" numbL"t' l,f nh!n ;h'l ing- lHI d,...,_ 
inh.!'restl.~c.l principles, and ~tctcnuilll'll "' 
look into the nature and pral.·ltL'CS l)f g"'-'"l~rn-
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\Vhat was only hinted at in the Address 
and Declaration, rL·specting- taxes and 
principles of government, will he found 
a·educed to a regular system in this wo.-1<. 
But as l\Ir. Pitt's speech contains some of 
the same things respecting taxes, I now 
come to give the circun-istances before 
allud,•d to. 

The case i~ : This work was intended 
to be published just before the meeting of 
Parliament, and for that purpose a con
siderable part of the copy was put into 
the printer's hands in September, and all 
the remaining copy, as far as page i6o, 
which contains the parts to which 1\Ir. 
Pitt's !>peech is similar, was given to him 
full six weeks before the meeting of par
Ji,unent, and he was informed of the time 
at which it was to appear. He had com
posed m·arly the whole about a fortnight 
hefoa·e the time of parliament llll'eting, 
and had printed as far as page 1 12, and 
had gi,·en me a proof of the -next sheet, 
up to page 128. It was then in sunici,•nt 
forwardness to be out at the time pro
pos.:d, as two other sheets were ready for 
striking oiT. I had before told him, that 
if lw thought lw should be straitened 
for tinw, I would get part of the work 
done at a not he a· press, which he desired 
me not to do. In this mannea·, the work 
st<lod on the Tuesday f,,·tnight preceding 
tlw ml'<•ting- of parlianwnt, wlwn all at 
oncL .. , withuul any· prl'\·j,,us intirnalion, 
tlwugh I had h,•..,n with him the e,·,·ning 
hefon•, h.: sc•nt 111<', hv one of his work
llll'n, all thL· remainir]g- n>py, from pag-.: 
112, declining- to ~ll on \\'ilh the \\"ork u11 

tll/1' f"t)llsidc-rlllioll. 

l\Ian. I told the person who brought me 
this oiTer that I should not accept it, aml 
wished it not to be renewed, giving- him 
as my reason, that though I belie\·cd the 
printer to be an honest man, I would 
never put it in the power of any printer 
or publisher to suppress or alter a work 
of mine, by making him master of the 
copy, or gi,·e to him the right of selling 
it to any minister, or to any other person, 
or to treat as a mere matter of traffic that 
which I intended should operate as a 
principle. 

His refusal to complete the work 
(which he could not purchase) obliged 
me to seck for another printer, and thi~ 
of consequence would throw the rublica
tion back till after the meeting o parlia
ment, othcrways it would lul\'c appc:ued 
that Mr. Pitt had onlv taken up a part of 
the plan which I had-more fully staled. 

\Vhether that g-entleman, or any other, 
had seen the w<1rk, or any part of it, is 
more than I hare authority to say. nut 
the manner in which the work was 
returned, and the particular time at which 
this was done, and that after the oiTcrs he 
hatl made, arc suspici-ous circumstances. 
I know what the opinion of booksellers 
and puhli~hers is upon such a case, but 
as to my own opinion, I chuse to malw 
no Ucclaration. ~rhL'I"l.' arc n1any \\·ays 
]l\' which proof shel•ts rnay be procureJ 
h)· other pL·rsons hl·foa·e a work puhlidy 
appears; to which I shall aJd a certain 
circutnslance, \Yhich is, 

A rninistl•r·ial booksell,•r in Piccadilh· 
\\'ho has hL'l'll L'lllployeJ, as Cllll~nlr i1 
report says, by a ckd< of <>ne ol th' 
hoarJs closelr connectl•d with the minista·1 
(the boarJ of trade and plantation ,;,
which Hawk,Jmry is president) to publi~h 
what he call~ my Life' (I wish that his 
own life anJ the Jin~s of all the cahinl'l 
\\'ere as gooJ) used to have his hooks 

"ru acc,mnt for this extraordinary con
duct I was totally at a lo~s. as he slopped 
at the part where tlw ·arguments on 
systems and principles of g-m·crnmenl 
closed, and ,,-h..,re the plan for the rcduc
ti,•n of tax,·s, !he education of children, 
and the support of the poor and the ageJ 
h,·gins; and still mor,, especially, as he 
ha_d, at the tinll' of his beginning to 
pnnt, anJ before he had seen the \\·hok' 
cupy. oll"er,•J a thousand pounds fiJr the 
n>py-right, together with the future copy
right of the formea· part of th'-' Rights of ' 

rnent tlh'lll:· .. t·h-c:-;, and lllll blindly tnl'·;l. 3S I 
ha~ hithc-rla,_l lll·L'II th ... ~ ca:o;c, ... ~itller· lo KOVcrn-

, printed at the ,arne printing--onice that I 
employed; hut wh,·n the former part ~·f 
Rt:><:-Jtfs of JIJan c;11ne out, he took Ins 
work awa\' in dudg-,·on ; and about a 
week or ten d:~\·s hd<>re the printer 
rclurn<:J n1y c<'pv; he crune to n1ake hirn 
an olli..!1· or" hi:--~ ·,\"~lrk :q.,!·ain, which was 
ac,:t·p!l'J. This would COih<'l(ll<"ntly give 
hi1n aJn1i:-;sjon into the printing-oJlic(: 

mcn.t generally, o1·. t_o padiamcnls1 or hl 
1 

, • • • • • • 

pa.-l•anh·ntarr oppl>sJl•on, than at any fot'lllt~r· 1 J l11s was till~ hhl'IILHts /.~jc f~( 7/wmas 
Jh·ril,d. llaJ this b ... ~en lhJne a cl'nlury ag-,l, 

1

1 Pain \\TiU..._•n hy ljl'Llr·g-~ l'llalmcrs unde•· 
c,JJTuptiiHI and taxali1111 had not arrived lLl the pseudonym of "Fn:tncis Oldys, :\ . .i\f. ~1( 
th<! h,-i!;"ht they are llll\\' at.--.-lutlwr, th<! lJ11in"·sity of Pc11nsyh-ania."-II. U. H. 
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where the sheets of this work were the~ 
hing ; and as booksellers and printers 
:'ixc free with each other, he would ha\·e 
the opportunity of seeing what was going 
on.-Be the case however as it 1nay, ;\lr. 
Pitt's plan, little and diminutive as it is, 
would h:l\·c had a very awkward appear
ance, had this work appcar<•d at the time 
the printer had engaged to linish it. 

· 1 ha\·e now stated the particulars 
which occasioned the dclav, from the 
proposal to purchase, to tlic refusal to 
print. If all the Gentlemen arc innocent, 
it is very unfortunat~ _for thc.m that such 
a variety of susptctous Circumstances 
should, without any design, arrange 
themselves together. 

1 
Having n.ow fint~hed this part, I will I 

conclude wtth staling another circum-
stance. . 

;\bout:' fortm~ht·.or three weeks before 
the mcettng" <;Jf I arhament, a small adui
tion, amountmg to about twelve shillings 

anu six pence a yem·, was made ~o the 
pay of the soluiers, or rather, then· pay 
was <.locke<.! so much less; Some Gentle
men who knew, in part, that this work 
would contain a plan of reforms respect
ing the opp•·csscu condition of soldier,-, 
wished the to aud a note to the work, 
signifying, that the part upon that subject 
had been in the printcr!s hands some 
weeks before that aduition of pay was 
proposed. I ueclined doing this, lest it 
should be interprcteu i1~to an ai•· of vanity, 
or an endeavour to excite suspicion (for 
which, perhaps, there might he no 
grounus) that some of the government 
gentlemen, hau, hv some means or othc1·, 
mauC' out what this work would contain : 
and hau not the p•·inting been inlerruplcu 
so as to occasion a ucla\" hevonu the time 
lixed ,for publication, r;othing contained 
in this appenuix woulu have appeareu. 

THO:\L\S PAI!'\E. 
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THE WONDER WORLD 
By ADAM GOWANS WHYTE 

The Times Uterary Supplement, in reviewing o.list of children's 
books, said:-

It is almost unfo.ir to group 1\Ir. Whyte's Tho Wo11dcr World 
with tho other books ou this list except tho.t it is written for 
children. It ho.s the wholly serious purpose of describing tho 
evolutionary conception of tho history of the world aud of its 
plants and animals in o. wt\y l hat chi\dnm can follow. It is a 
brilli!\nt piece of work. From beginning to end there is 
nothing iu it that auy ordino.ry child could find dull or difiicult 
to understand, l\ml yet it gives an astonishingly clear o.nd 
cx:1ct account of the scientific view of our past history. It is 
the cheapest book on tho list, and we recommend would-bo 
hcnefactoro of children to o.dd it to whatsoever other \·olumo 
they may "olcct. 

The Edinburgh Evening News:-
_There nrc many books written with !\ view to prcscutin!; 

SCientific knowledge to children in such "way that it may Lc 
mulnr,;tandl\hlc and interesting, but it would be dinicult lo 
find one thnt more successfully achio,•os this object than does 
tho excellent liLLie volume entitled '/'he 11·mule1' IVorld. Arlam 
s;owans \Vhyto, tho nntbor, would soeut to bo born to tbe task, 
In so masterly n. fashion does ho handle it. From tbe first 
"haplor to the lnst the history of tho earth and its inhabitants, 
ns revc,..led by the discoveries of scionco, is presented in "nch n. 
~Lyle as must mnko it the most engrossin~ of tales to nny 
mtclligent child into whoso h:mds the book is placed. 

The Observer :-
'l)pic"l o! the trcn<l o! modern teaching is The Wo11dcr Tl"or/d. 

It Is notbinJ:: lcsH thtm tho story o[ tho evolution o! lidn>: 
creaLttres told in simple l"ngungo. lL is 1\ brilli:Lntly succcs,lul 
attempt on a dilTtcult subject, tor every line of it could Lo rcatl 
nnd. ncry picture pondered with interest by any normally 
cunous child, 

CONTENTS:-

I.-IIQW? WHY? WHI>:~? WIII.:HE? 

ll.-IIOW W.\S 'filE WORLD M.\DE? 
Ili.-WIIEtm DID 'l.'JlF. J'Iu\I'TS AND A:-.DUUl CO~n: FllO~l? 

lV,-NATUllE'!! FAMILY TI!EI:;S 

V.-WHO WAS •rilE FIUST MAN? 
Vl. ··WHO WAS 'rill·: OllEATF.Sl' GllANDF.\'l'llJ-:ll OF CIU:.\TilJN 1 

London: \VATTS &. CO .• John"m's Court, l;'lcct Street, E.C.·1 



A FASCINATING SURVEY of HUMAN HISTORY. 

160 pp.; clqth, zs. 6d. net, by post zs. wd. ;· 
paper cover, 1s. 6d. net, by post 1s. 9d. 

SAVAGE SURVIVALS: 
THE STORY OF THE RACE, TOLD IN SIMPLE LANGUAGE. 

By PROFESSOR J. HOW-ARD 1\IOORE. 

" In this delightful work the author shows that the oiJ Adam 
is not such a black mystery as he is painted. The Jog that 
turns round anJ rounJ on the hearthrug is reproJuc:ing, quite 
uselessly, a process which was useful to its wiiJ ancestors. 
l\lany other dumesticated animals show traces, sometimes 
harmful, of habits which were beneficial under former conditions. 
lllanl<ind likewise shows survivals of instincts and tendencies 
which helpeJ it in barbaric or savage times, or even in the pre
human stages of evolution, hut are now classed as 'evil.' The 
in~tinct of self-preservation, so necessary in Jays when man 
was a hunted animal, maniiests itself in ,·arious forn•s of 
selfishness and cowardice. The sex-instinct, which had to b.: 
imperative to enable a species to maintain itself, has become, 
in our more sheltered and controlled existence, the source of 
manifold sins and crimes. Stealing, l}ing, cheating, vanity, 
the love of fighting, the instinct of revenge, race hatreJ: these 
anJ a hundreJ other deplorable habits and qualities haJ tlwir 
sanction long ago. What we now call evil is the surge of these 
ancient forces through the crust of civilization. 

"Thus the chain of thought which starts from the dog on the 
hearthrug is long enough and strong enough to pull Evil out of 
the metaphysical pit into the light of science. \\'c can study 
this inexplicable thing in its origin, its growth, anJ its Jecay, as 
we stuJy an organ of the human boJy or a specific disease. The 
author introduces us to this illuminating view of the subject in 
language of perfect simplicity and conversational charm. Any 
one dipping into this book will lind his attention arrested and 
his curiosity stimulated; every one reaJing it will be entertained 
and enlightened." 

LONUON: WATTS & CO., joHNSON's COURT,. FLRF.T SII<I<HT, E.C.4. 



WORKS BY JOSEPH McCABE. 
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THE ABC OF EVOLUTION. 112 pp.; cloth, 2s. 6d. net, 
by post 2s. 1od.; paper cover, IS. 6d. net, by post IS. 8d. 

"This book tell!'!, in the &implest possible lan~;uagc, what c\'olulioa 
menns and lww its ap~lication It-ads in t:\'cry Lleparl.ncnt of life to the bc.st 
iolcrcsts uf humanity.''-lJai/_r G1·a}hic. 

"The work gin•s, r.imply and bricfl)·, the most probable hypotheses up 
to Jatc on the urib"in ol the solar ~ystcm, the earth, life, the \'cgctable aud 
animal kinc-Jnrns, anc.J man. '1 )wse who wi~h to know sonu:thing more: 
about e\·oiution than loose journali!'ltic captions abuul 'the e;un·i,·al of the 
fill est' a nil 'mi~sing liaka' will 6ad what they want ia Mr. McCabe' a 
work."-Justicc. 

THE EVOLUTION OF CIVILIZATION. 128 pp.;,cloth, 
2s. 6d. net, by post 2s. wd.; papcr cover, 1 s. 6d. net, by 
post 1s. 8d. 

"This dccr.ly interesting :ittle volume. It ia a book of info~;matioo for 
the n1an in t IC street. h is a suln&nar)· of the past ami a re\·iew of I be 
acw era."-/1/twcastl~ Daily Clutmiclt, 

11 \Vc advise all who arc pessimistic about the future of the human race:. 
all who hold there is no such thin.: a~ pro~:rcs~. to read Mr. McCabe'• 
Evolutioll o/ Civili•ation. "-SiuOield 1"rJepajoh. 

ICE AGES: THE STORY OF THE EARTH'S REVO
LUTIONS. 1zo pp.; cloth, zs. 6d. net, by post 2s. wd.; 
paper cover, IS. 6d. net, by post IS. 8d. 

" No. romance of fiction is more thrilling than this peep into the Jar!.. 
ilC"es ol lh~ worlil in which we live, ''-Valiy /Jera.J,/ • 

.. Gi\'CS a capital sum mar)', in plain lnnguagc, or. the past history ol 
the ea.rth.''-lVew,·astle lJaily c.:'ht-ouiclt. 

"An interestiuK liule book of coasidcrable e.Jucalive valuc."'-5olftA 
JJ-~al~s A rzus. 

THE WONDERS OF THE'STARS. 12-f pp.; cloth, zs. 6J. 
net, by post 2s. 1od.; paper cover, 1s. 6d. ncl, by posL1s. ~J. 

"Mr. l\kCal.Jc has c.lonc hi!- wurk well, anJ ;\l~sl'lrs. W.lll!-i arc dving., 
public &crvi~c io pullli~hing so instructive a IJlh)k,''-•llo"/lt!al Udll) S:ar. 
"WorJ~ anJ fach which rear a turmiJaLic barrier ;&rl.lunJ I he orJinary 

scit:ntllit.: manual tinU no place in lhi:. work .. 'l he mand5 01 \·ast sp.'lCC.!I.. 
where Ja:!>tancc i~ rcckoncJ in millions ut nulcs, ;.uc hruu~hl humc h.> tbe 
r.:a.dcr in a series ot simple cxplauatiooa."-.L::'-'w6111•·gh Evt'"IIIK .\ews. 

THE MARVELS OF l\IODERN PHYSICS. 1z~ pp.; 
cloth, 2s. bd. net, b~· post zs. 1oJ.; paper cover, 1~. tJJ. m:t, 
by post 1 s. ~d. 

The above five volumes will be sent posL paid bound In 
eloLb Ior 13s, tid., or bound In paper cover lor 8s. 2d, 

LoNDON: \VAns & Co., jOHNSoN's CT., FLKIIT STREET, E.c . .._ 
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