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INTRODUCTION 

The Great October Socialist Revolution ushered in a new 
cm in tho history ol' mankind, the era of lhe down[ all of 
capi Lalism and the establishment of communism. Social
ism has triumphed in the Soviet Union aud has achieved 
decisive victories in Uw People's Democracies; socialism 
has become the practical cause of hundreds of millions 
of people, and the banner of tho revolutionary 
movemenL of the working class Lhroughout Lhe world. 

Morn than a hundred years ago Karl Marx and Frederick 
Engels, the great teachers of the proletariat., wrote in the 
Communist Manifesto: "A spectre is haunting Europe, the 
spectre of communism." The courageous and selfless struggle 
of the proletarians of all countries brought mankind nearer 
Lo communism. First dozens and hundreds of people, and 
lhen thousands and millions, inspired by the ideals of 
communism, stormed the old world. The Paris Commune, 
Lhe October Revolution, the socialist revolulions in China 
and in a number of European and Asian countries are Ibo 
major historical stages in the heroic battles fought by Lho 
international working class for the victory of communism. 
A tremendously long road, a road drenched in the blood of 
fighters for the happiness of tho people, a road ol' glorious 
victories and temporary reverses, had Lo be Lraversed 
before communism, which was once no more than a dream, 
became the greatest force of modern times, a society that 
is being built up over vast areas of the globe. 

In tho early twentieth centmy the centre of the inter
national revolutionary movement shilled to Russia. Russia's 
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heroic working class, led by the Bolshevik Party headed 
by Vladimir llyich Lenin, became its vanguard. The Com
munist Party inspired and led the socialist revolution; it 
was the organiser and leader of the first workers' and peas
ants' state in history. The brilliant genius of Lenin, the 
great teacher of the working people of the world, whose name 
will live forever, illumines mankind's road to commu
nism. 

On entering the arena of political struggle, the Leninist 
Communist Party raised high the banner of revolutionary 
Marxism over the world. Marxism-Leninism became a 
powerful ideological weapon for the revolutionary transfor
matio11 of society. At every historical stage the Party, Laking 
guidance from the theory of Marx-Engels-Lenin, accom
plished the tasks scientifically formulated in its Pro
grammes. 

Iu adopting its first Programme at its Second Congress 
in Hl03, the Bolshevik Party called on the working class 
and all working people of Russia to fight for tho overthrow 
of the tsarist autocracy an.d then of the bourgeois system 
and for the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletar
iat. In February 1917 the tsarist regime was swept away. 
In October 1917 the proletarian revolution abolished the 
capitalist system so hated by the people. A socialist country 
came into being for the first time in history. The creation 
of a new world began. 

The first Programme of the Party had been carried out. 
Adopting its second Programme at its Eighth Congress 

in Hl19, the Party promulgated the task of building a 
socialist society. Treading on unexplored ground and over
coming difficulties and hardships, the Soviet peo.ple under 
the leadership of the Communist Party put into practice 
the plan for socialist construction drawn up by Lenin. 
Socialism triumphed in the Soviet Union completely and 
finally. 

The second Programme of the Party had likewise been 
carri cd out. 

The gigantic revolutionary exploit accomplished by the 
Soviet people has roused and inspired the masses in all 
countries and continents. A mighty purifying thunderstorm 
marking tho spring-time of mankind is raging over the earth. 
The socialist revolutions in European and Asian countries 
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have resulted in the establishment of tile world socialist 
system. A powerful wave of national-liberation revolu
Lions is sweeping away the colonial system of imperial-
ism. · 

One-Lhird of mankind is building a new life under the 
banner ol' scientific communism. The first contingents of 
Lhe working class to shake off capitalist oppression aro 
facilitating victory for fresh contingenls of their class 
brothers. The socialist world is expanding; the capitalist 
world is shrinking. Socialism will inevitably succeed cap
italism everywhere. Such is the objective law of social 
development. Imperialism is powerless to check Lhe irre
sistible process of emancipation. 

Our epoch, whose main content is the transition from 
capitalism Lo socialism, is an epoch of struggle between the 
two opposing social systems, an epoch ol' socialist and 
national-Ii beraLion revolutions, of the breakdown of im
perialism and Lhe abolition or the colonial system, an epoch 
of the transition of more and more peoples to the socialist 
path, ol' the triumph of socialism and communism on a 
world-wide scale. The central factor of the present epoch 
is the international working class and its main creation, 
the world socialist system. 

Today the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (C.P .S. U.) 
is adopting its third Programme, a programme for the 
building of communist society. The new Programme is 
a consLrucLi ve generalisation of the experience of socialist 
development, it takes account of Lhe experience of the revo
lutionary movement throughout the world and, giving 
expression to the collective opinion of the Party, defines the 
main tasks and principal stages of communist construc
tion. 

The supreme goal of the Party is to build a com
munist society on whose banner will be inscribed: "From 
each according to his ability, to each according to his 
needs". The Party's motto, "Everything for the sake of 
man, for the benefit of man", will be put into efTect in 
full. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, true to pro
letarian internationalism, always follows the militant 
slogan "Workers of all countries, unite!". The Party regards 
communist construction in the U.S.S.R. as theSovietpeople's 
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great internationalist task, in keeping with the interests 
o[ the world socialist system as a whole and with the inter
ests of Lhe international proletariat and all mankind. 

Communism accomplishes the historic mission of deliv
ering all men from social inequality, from every form of 
oppression and exploitation, from the horrors of war, and 
proclaims Peace, Labour, Freedom, Equality, Fraternity 
and Happiness for all peoples of the earth. 



PART ONE 

THE TRANSITION FROM CAPITALISM TO COl\lMUNISM 
IS THE ROAD OF HUMAN PROGRESS 

I. TilE IIISTORICAL NECESSITY OF TIIE TRANSITION 
FROM CAPITALISI\I TO SOCIALISM 

The epoch-making Lurn of mankind from capitalism to 
socialism, initiated by the October Revolution, is a natural 
result of the development of society. Marxism-Leninism 
discovered the objective laws of social development and re
vealed tho contradictions inherent in capitalism, the inev
itability or Lheir bringing about a revolutionary explo
sion and ot' the transition or society to communism. 

Capital.ism is the last exploiting system. Having devel
oped its productive forces to an enormous extent, it became 
a tremendous obstacle to social progress. Capitalism alone 
is responsible for the fact that the twentieLh century, a 
century of colossal growth of the productive forces and ot' 
great sci en ti fie progress, has not yet put an end to tho 
poverty ot' hundreds of millions of people, has not provided 
an abundance of material and spiritual values for all men on 
earth. The growing conflict between productive forces and 
producLion relations imperalivcly demands that mankind 
should break the decayed capitalist shell, release the powcr
f ul prod ucti vc forces created by man and use Lhem for tho 
good of society as a whole. 

Whatever the speci fie character of the rise and develop
ment of capitalism in any country, that system has every
where common features and objective laws. 

The development ot' world capitalism and of Lhe revolu
tionary struggle of the working class has fully confirmed 
the correctness or the Marxist-Leninist analysis of capital
ism and ils highest sLage, imperialism, given in tho first 
and second Programmes of the Party. The basic propositions of 
this analysis are also given below in the present Programme. 
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Under capitalism, the basic and decisive means of prn
duclion belong to the numerically small class of capitalists 
and landowners, while tho vast majority or the population 
consists ol' proletarians and semi-proletarians, who own 
no means of production and are therefore compelled Lo sell 
their labour-power and by their labour create profits and 
riches for the ruling classes of society. The bourgeois state, 
whatever ils form, is an instrument of the dominalion or 
labour by capital. 

The development of large-scale capitalist produclion
production for profit, for the appropriation of surplus 
value-leads to the elimi'nation of small independent prc
ducers, makes them wholJy dependent on capital. Capital
ism extensively exploits female and child labour. Tho 
economic laws of its development necessarily give rise lo 
a hugo army or unemployed, which is constantly replen
ished by ruined peasants and urban pelLy bourgeoisie. The 
exploitation of the working class and all working people is 
continuously increasing, social inequality is becoming moro 
and more marked, the gulf between the haves and have
nots is widening, and the sufferings and privations of the 
millions are growing worse. 

Capitalism, by concentrating millions of workers in its 
factories, socialising the process of labour, imparts a social 
character to production; nevertheless it is the capitalists 
who appropriate the fruits of labour. This fundamental 
contradiction of capitalism-the contradiction between 
the social character of production and the private-capitalist 
form of appropriation-manifests itself in production anarchy 
and in tho fact that Lhe purchasing power of society 
falJs short of the expansion of production and leads period
ically to destructive economic crises. Crises and periods 
of industrial stagnation, in turn, are still more ruinous to 
small producers, increase the dependence of wage-labour 
on capital and lead more rapidly to a relative,- and some
times an absolute, deterioration of the condition of the 
working class. 

The growth and development of the contradictions of 
bourgeois society are accompanied by lhe growing discontent 
of the working people and the exploited masses with tho 
capitalist system, by an increase in the number of proletar
ians and their greater unity, and by a sharpening of their 
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sLrugglo against Lho exploiters. AL the same time there is 
an accelcraLed creation of the material conditions that make 
possiMe the replacement of capitalist by communist pro
duction relations, that is, the accomplishment of the social 
revolution which is the aim of the · Communist Party, the 
politically conscious exponent of the class movement of the 
proletariat. 

The working class, which is the most consistent revolu
tionary class, is the chief motive force of the revolutionary 
transformaLion of the world. In Lhe comse of class strup:gles 
it becomes organised, sets up its lrade unions and political 
parties, and wages an economic, political and theoretical 
sLruggle against capitalism. In fulfilling its historic mission 
as Lhc revolutionary romaker of tho old society and creator 
or a new system, the working class becomes the exponent, 
not only of its own class interests, hut of the interests of 
all working people. It is the natural leader of all forces 
fighting against capitalism. · 

The dictatorship of the proletariat and the leadership 
of the Marxist-Leninist party are indispensable conditions 
for tho triumph of Lhe socialist, revolution and Lhe building 
of socialism. The firm alliance of the working class and 
the working peasant masses under the leadership of the work
i11g cl ass. is the supreme principle of Lhe dictatorship of 
U10 proletmiat. 

The process of concentration and cenLralisation of capital, 
while destroying free competition, led int.he early twentieth 
century lo the esLablishment of powerful capitalist rno11op
oly associations-syndicates, cartels, and trusts-which 
acquired decisive importance in the economy, led to the merg
ing of bank capital and immensely concentrated industrial 
capital, and to inLensive export of capital. The Lmsts, which 
encompassed entire groups of capitalist powers, began tho 
economic division of a world already divided territorially 
among the wealthiest countries. Capitalism had entered its 
final stage, the stage of monopoly capitalism, of impe
rialism. · 

The period of a more or less smooth spread of capitalism 
all over the globe gave way to spasmodic, cataclysmic de
v_elopment causing an unprecedented growth and aggrm:a
t1on of all bhe contradictions of capitalism-econom1c, 
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political, class,and national. The imperialist powers'slruggle 
for markets, for spheres of capital investment, for raw 
materials and labour, and for world domination became 
more intense than ever. In an epoch of the undivided rule of 
jmperialism, that struggle necessarily led to devastating 
wars. 

Imperialism is decaying and moribund capitalism; it 
is the eve of the socialist revolution. The world capitalist 
system as a whole is ripe for the social revolittion of the pro
letariat. 

The exceedingly high degree of development of world 
capitalism in general; the replacement of free competition 
by stale-monopoly capitalism; the establishment, by banks 
as well as associations of capitalists, of machinery for tho 
social regulation of production aud tho distribution of 
products; the growing cost of living and the oppression of 
the working class by the syndicates, connected with tho 
gro,vth of capitalist monopolies; the enslavement of the 
working class by the imperialist slate, and tho immensely 
increased difficulty of the economic and political struggle of 
Lhe proletari aL; and tho horrors, hardships, and ruination 
brought about by imperialist war have all made inevitable 
the downfall of capitalism and the LransiLion to a higher 
type of social economy. 

The revolutionary break-up of imperialism docs not take 
place all over the world simultaneously. The uneven charac
ter of the economic and political development of the capital
ist countries under imperialism leads Lo revolutions occur
ring at different periods in different countries. V. I. Lenin 
developed the theory or the socialist revolution in new 
historical conditions, elaborated the theory ol' tho possibil
ity of socialism triumphing first in one capitalist country 
taken singly. 

Russia was the weakest link in the imperialist system 
and the focal point of all its contradictions. On the other 
hand, all the conditions necessary for the victory of social
ism arose in her. Her working class was the most revolution
ary and best organised in the world and had considerable 
experience of class struggle. It was led by a Marxist-Leninist 
party armed with an advanced revolutionary theory and 
sleeled in class battles. 

The Bolshevik Parly brought together in one revoluLiou-
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ary torrent the struggle of the working class for socialism, 
the country-wide peace movement, the peasants' struggle 
for land, and the national-liberation movement or Lhe op
pressed peoples or Russia, and directed these forces to tho 
overthrow of capitalism. 

II. THE IIISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE OCTODER REVOLUTION 

AND OF THE VICTORY OF SOCIALISl\f 
IN THE U.S.S.R. 

The Great October Revolution breached the imperialist 
fronL in Russia, one of tho world's largest counLries, firmly 
established Lhe dictatorship of the proleLariat and created 
a new type of state-ll10 Soviet socialist state, and a new 
type of democracy-democracy for the working people. 

\.Yorkers' and peasants' power, born of the revolution, 
took Russia out of the bloodbath of the imperialist war, 
saved her from the national catastrophe to which the exploit
ing classes had doomed her, and delivered her peoples from 
the danger or enslavement by foreign capital. 

The October Revolution undermined the economic basis 
or a system of exploitation and social injustice. Soviet power 
nationalised industry, the railways, banks, and the land. 
H abolished the landlord syslem and fulfilled the peas
ants' age-long dream of land. 

The October Revolution smashed the chains or national 
oppression; it proclaimed and put into efiect the right of 
nations to self-determination, up to and including the rigM 
lo secede. The Revolution completely abolished the social
estate and class privileges of the exploiters. For the first 
time in history, it emancipated women and granted them 
the same rights as men. 

The socialist, revolution in Russia shook the entire struc
ture of world capitalism to its very foundations; the world 
split into two opposing systems. 

For the first time there emerged in the international 
arena a state which put forward the great slogan of peace 
and began carrying through new principles in relations 
between peoples and countries. Mankind acquired a reliable 
bulwark in its struggle against wars ol' conquest, for peace 
and the security of the peoples. 
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The October Revolution led the counL1·y on to Lhe road 
of socialism. The path which the Soviet people were lo 
traverse was an unexplored and arduous one. The reaction
ary forces of the old world did all they could to strangle 
the Soviet state at its birth. The young Soviet Republic 
had to cope with intervention and civil war, economic 
blockade and disruption, conspiracies, sabotage, subver
sion, terrorism, and numerous other trials. Socialist construc
tion was rendered incredibly difficult by the socio-econom
ic, technical and cultural backwardness of the country. 
The victorious workers and peasants lacked knowledge of 
state administration and the experience necessary for Llrn 
construction of n new society. The difficulties of socialist 
construcLion were greatly increased by the fact that for al
most thirty years the U.S.S.R. was the world's only social
ist state, and was subjected to incisive attacks by Lhe hos
tile capitalist encirclement. The class struggle in the period of 
transition from capitalism to socialism was therefore acute. 

The enemies of Leninism maintained that Russia was not 
mature enough for a socialist revolution, that it was impos
sible to build socialism in oue country. But the enemies of 
Leninism were put Lo shame. 

A wise, discerning policy, the greatest staunchness, organ
isation, and deep faith in their own strength and in the 
strength of the people were required of the Party of the 
working class. It was necessary to steer the right course in 
socialist construction and ensure the victory of socialism, 
despite the highly cfJmplicated international situation and 
a relatively weak industrial basis, in a country whose 
economy had been badly ravaged by war and where small
commodity production was overwhelmingly predominant. 

The Party proved equal to that historic task. Under the 
leadership of Lenin it worked out a plan for the radical 
transformation of the country, for the construction of social
ism. On the basis of a thorough scientific analysis, Lenin 
elaboraLed the policy of the proletarian stale for the entire 
period of transition from capitalism to socialism. He evolved 
the New Economic Policy (NEP), designed to bring about 
the victory of socialism. The main elements of the Lenin 
plan for the building of a socialist society were industrial
isation of the ~ountry, agricultural co-operation, and the 
cultural revolut1on. 
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The Party upheld Lhat plan in an acute struggle against 
sceptics and capitulaLors, against the Trotskyists, Right 
opportunists, nationalisL-deviators, and other hostile groups. 
It rallied the whole of the Soviet people to the struggle lo 
put Lenin's programme into practice. 

The point at issue at lhe time was: either perish or forge 
full steam ahead and overtake the capitalist countries eco
nomically. 

The Soviet slate had first of all to solve the problem of 
industrialisation. In a historically brief period, without 
outside help, tho Soviet Union built up a large-scale modern 
industry. By the time it had fulfilled three five-year plans 
(1929-41) Lhe Soviet Union had become a mighty indus
trial power that had achieved complete economic independ
ence from the capitalist countries. Its defence capacity had 
increased immeasurably. The industrialisation of the U.S .S .R, 
was a great exploit performed by the working class and the 
people as a whole, for they spared no effort or means, and con
sciously made sacrifices lo lift the country out of its back
ward state. 

The destiny of socialism in a country like the U.S.S.R. 
largely depended on the solution of a most difficult problem, 
namely, the transition from a small-scale, dispersed peasant 
economy to socialist co-operation. Led by the Party, aided 
and fully supported by tho working class, the peasantry 
took the road of socialism. Millions or small individual 
farms weut inLo voluntary association to form collective 
farms. A large number of Soviet state farms and machine 
and tractor stations were established. The introduction in 
tho Soviet countryside of large-scale socialist farming meant 
a far-reaching revolution in economic relations, in the entire 
way of life of the peasantry. Collectivisation for ever deliv
ered Lhe countryside from kulak bondage, from class difTcr
entiaLion, ruin, and poverty. The real solution of the eter
nal peasant question was provided by the Lenin co-operative 
plan. 
· To build socialism it was necessary lo raise the cultural 

level of the people; this Loo was successfully accomplished. A 
cultural revolution wns carried out in the country. It freed 
tho working people from spiritual slavery aud ignoranco 
and gave them access to the cultural values accumulated by 
mankind. Tho country, tho bnllc of whoso population had 
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been illiterate, made breath-taking progress in science and 
culture. 

Socialism, which Marx and Engels scientifically predict
ed as inevitable and the plan for the construction of which 
was mapped out by Lenin, has become a reality in the Soviet 
Union. 

Socialism has done away for ever with the supremacy of 
private ownership of the means of production, Lhat source of 
the division of society into antagonistic classes. Socialist 
ownership of the means of production has become the solid 
economic foundation of society. Unlimited opportunities 
bave been afforded for the development of tho productive 
forces. 

Socialism has solved a great social problem-it has 
abolished the exploiting classes and the causes engendering 
t,he exploitation of man by man. There are now two friendly 
classes in the U.S.S.R.-the working class and the peas
antry. And these classes, furthermore, have changed. Tho 
common character of the t,vo forms of socialist property 
has brought tho working class and the collecti vc-farm peas
antry close together; it has strengthened their alliance 
and made their friendship indestructi hie. A new intelli
gentsia, coming from the people and devoled Lo socialism, 
has emerged. The one-time antithesis between town and 
coirnlryside, between labour by hand and by brain, has 
been abolished. The indestructible socio-political and 
ideological unity of the Soviet people has been built on 
the basis of I.ho common vital inlerests of the workers, 
peasants and intellectuals. 

The socialist principle "From each according Lo his abil
ities, to each according to his work" has been put into effect 
in the Soviet Union. This principle ensures that the mem
bers of society have a material interest in Lhe fruits of 
their labour; it makes it possible Lo lrnrmonise personal and 
social interests in the most efTective way and -serves as a 
powerful stimulus for increasing productivity of labour, 
developing the economy and raising the people's standard of 
living. The awareness that they work for themselves and 
their society and not for exploiters inspires the working 
people with labour enthusiasm; it encourages their effort 
for innovation, their creative initiative, and mass socialist 
emulation. Socialism is creative efTort by the working 

16 



masses. The growing activity of the people in the building 
of a new life is a law of the socialist epoch. 

The aim of socialism is to meet the growing material 
and cultural requirements of the people ever more fully by 
continuously developing and improving social production. 

The entire life of socialist society is based on the principle 
of broad democracy. vVorking people take an aclh-e part, 
through the Soviets, trade unions, and other mass organisa·· 
Lions, in managing lhe a!Tairs of lhe sLaLe and in soh-ing 
problems of economic and cultural advancement. Socialist 
democracy includes both political freedoms-freedom of 
speech, or the press and of assembly, lhe right lo elect and 
Lo be elecled, and also social righLs-1.he right Lo work, 
Lo resL and leisure, Lo free education and free medical serv
ices, to material security in old age and in case of illness 
or disability; equality of citizens of all races and national
ities; equal rights for women and men in all spheres or polit
ical, economic and cultural activity. Socialist democracy, 
unlike bourgeois democracy, docs not merely proclaim tho 
rights of Lhc people, buL guarantees that they are really imple
mented. Soviet society ensmes the real liberty of Lhc indi
vidual. The highest manifestation of this liberty is man's 
emancipation from exploitation, which is what primarily 
consti lutes genuine social justice. 

Socialism has created the most favourable conditions for 
the rapid progress of science. The achievements of Soviet 
science clearly show the superiority of Lhe socialist system 
and testify to the unlimited possibilities of scientific progress 
and to Lhe growing role of science under socialism. lt is 
only logical Lhat the country of victorious socialism should 
have ushered in the era of the utilisation of atomic energy 
for peaceful purposes, and that it should have blazed a trail 
into outer space. The man-made satellites or the earth and 
Lhe sun, powerful space rockets and interplanetary space
ships, atomic power stations and the first triumphal orbitings 
of the globe, accomplished by Soviet ci Lizens, which are· 
a source of pride to all mankind, have become symbols of tho 
creative energy of ascendant communism. 

The solution of the national question is one of the greatest 
achievements of socialism. This question is of especial impor
tance Lo a country like the Soviet Uuion, inhubiled by 
more than a hundred nations and nat.ionaliLios. Socialist 
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society has not only guaranteed the political equality of 
ualions and created Soviet national statehood, but has also 
abolished the· economic and cultural inequality inherit
ed from the old system. With reciprocal fraternal assistance, 
primarily from th~ great Russian p~ople, all the ~oviet 
non-Russian repubhcs have set up their own modern mdus
tries trained their own national working class and intelli
genl~ia and developed a cullure that is _nati_onal in form and 
socialist in content. Many peoples which m the past were 
backward have achieved socialism by-passing the capital
ist stage of development. The union and consolidation of 
equal peoples on a voluntary basis in a single multinational 
state-the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics-their close 
co-operation in state, economic and cultural development, 
their fraternal friendship and flourishing economy and cul
ture constitute the most important result of the Leninist 
national policy. 

To the Soviet people fell the historic role of starting on 
a new road, of blazing a new path of social development. 
This required special clTorts of them, a CQntinuous quest 
for forms and methods of building the new society that had 
to be tested in the. crucible of life. For nearly two out of 
little more than four decades, the Soviet people were com
pelled to devote their energies to the repulsion of invasions 
by the imperialist powers and to post-war economic re
habilitation. The Soviet system was put to a particularly 
severe test during the Great Patriotic War, the most tryin(J' 
war in history. By winning that war, the Soviet people proved 
that there are no f_or~es in _the world capable of stopping 
the progress of socialist soc10ty. 

Wilat are the principal lessons to be learned from tho 
experience of the Soviet people? 

Soviet experience has shown that the peoples are able to 
achieve socialism only as a result of the socialist revolution 
and the establishment of the dictatorship of the_ proletariat. 
Despite certain specific features due to the concrete histori
cal conditions of socialist construcLion in the Soviet Union, 
then in a hostile capitalist encirclement, this experience 
has fully confirmed lhe fundamental principles of socialist 
revolution and socialist construction, principles which arc 
of universal signi ficancc. 

So-,iet experienco has shown that socialism alon~ can 
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put an end Lo the exploitation or man by man, production 
anarchy, economic crises, unemployment and the poverty 
of the people, and ensure planned, continuous and rapid 
development of the economy and steady improvement of 
the people's standard of living. 

Soviet experience has shown tllat the working class can 
fulfil its historic mission as the builder of a new society 
only in a firm alliance with the non-proletarian working 
masses, primarily the peasantry. 

Soviet experience has shown that lhe victory of the social
ist revolution alone provides all possibilities and condi
tions for the abolition of all national oppression, for the 
voluntary union of free and equal nations and national
ities in a single state. 

Soviet experience has shown that the socialist state is 
the main instrument for the socialist transformation of so
ciety. The state organises and unites the masses, exercises 
planned leadership or economic and cultural construction, 
and safeguards the revolutionary gains of the people. 

Soviet experience has shown Lhat socialism and peace 
are inseparable. The might of socialism serves peace. The 
Soviet Union saved mankind from fascist enslavement. 
The Soviet state, which champions peace and implements 
the Leninist principle of the peaceful coexistence of states 
with different social systems, is a mighty barrier to imperial
ist aggression. 

Soviet experience has fully borne out the Marxist-Leninist 
theory that the Communist Party plays a decistve role in 
the formation and development of socialist society. Only 
a parLy that steadfastly pursues a class, proletarian policy, 
and is equipped with progressive, revolutionary theory, 
only a party solidly united and closely linked with tho 
masses, can organise the people nud lead them to the victory 
of socialism. 

Soviet experience has shown that fidelity to the prin
ciples of Marxism-Leninism, of proletarian international
ism, their firm and unswerving implementation and de
fence against all enemies and opportunists, are imperative 
conditions for the victory of socialism. 

The world's greatest revolution and the socialist reorgan
isation of society, which has attained unprecedented heights 
in its developmeut and prosperity, have coufirmed in prac-
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tice the historical truth of Leninism and have delivered a 
crushing blow Io social-reformist ideology. 

As a resu!L of the devoted labour of the Soviet pcopln 
and the theoretical and practical activities of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, there exists in the world a social
ist society that is a reality and a science of socialist construc
tion that has been tested in practice. The highroad to social
ism has been paved. Many peoples are already marching 
along it, and it will he taken sooner or later by all peoples. 

III. THE WORLD SOCIALIST SYSTEM 

The Soviet Union is not pursuing the tasks of commu
nist construction alone but in fraternal community with 
the other socialist countries. 

The defeat of German fascism and Japanese militarism 
in the Second World War, in which the Soviet Union played 
Lhe decisive part, created favomable conditions for the over
throw of capitalist and landlord rule by the peoples in a 
number of European and Asian countries. The peoples or 
Albania, Bulgaria, China, Czechoslovakia, the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, the German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, the Korean People's Democratic Republic, Poland 
and Rumania, and still earlier the people of the Mongo
lian People's Republic, adopted the path of socialist construc
tion and, together with the Soviet Union, have formed U10 
socialist camp. Yugoslavia likewise took the socialist path. 
But the Yugoslav leaders by their revisionist policy contra
posed Yugoslavia to the socialist camp and the international 
Communist movement, thus threatening the loss of the 
revolutionary gains of the Yugoslav people. 

The. socialist revolutions in Europe and Asia dealt im
perialism a further powerful blow. The victory of the rev
olution in China was of special importance. -The revolu
tions in European and Asian countries are the biggest event 
in world history since October 1917. 

A new form of political organisation of society, people's 
democracy, a variety of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
emerged. It reflected the distinctive development of social
ist revolutio11 at a Lime when imperialism had been weak
ened and Lhe balauce of forces had tilled in favour of social-
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ism. IL also reflected the disLincUve hislorical and national 
l"eatures of the various countries. 

There emerged a world socialist system, a social, economic 
and poliLical community of free sovereign peoples pursuing 
the socialist and communist path, united by an identity of 
intcrcsLs and goals and the close bonds of inLernaLional social
isL solidarity. 

In Lhe People's Democracies socialist production relations 
are dominant and Lhe socio-economic possibilily of capi
Lalisl rcstoraLion has been eliminalc<l. Tlle succcs~es of 
Lhese countries have conclusively proved I.hat true progress 
in all lands, irrespective of the level of their economic 
development, their area and population, is feasible only 
under socialism. 

The combined forces of the socialist camp guarantee 
each socialist country against encroachmenls by impe
rialist reaction. The consolidation of the socialist coun
tries in a single camp, its increasing u11ily and steadily 
growing strength, ensures the complete victory of socialism 
and communism within the framework of the system as a 
whole. 

The countries of the socialist system have accumulated 
considerable collective experience in Lhe remodelling of 
the lives of hundreds of millions of people and have contrib
uted many new and speci fie features Lo Lhc forms of politi
cal and economic organisation of society. This experience 
is a most valuable asset to Lhe internaLional revolutionary 
movement. 

It has been borne out in practice and recoguised by all 
Marxist-Leninist par lies that Lhe processes of socialist rev
olution and construction arc founded 011 a number of basic 
objective laws applicable to all countries entering upon 
the socialist path. 

The world socialist sysLem is a new type of economic and 
political relationship between countries. The socialist coun
tries have the same type of economic basis-social owner
ship of means of production; the same type of political sy~
Lem-rulo of the people with the workiug class at l.he1r 
head; a common ideology-Marxism-Leninism; common 
interests in the defence of their revolutionary gains ~ud 
national independence frnm encrnachmenls by tho impcr1a!
ist camp; and a great common goal-communism. This 
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socio-economic and political community conslitules ll10 
objective groundwork for lasting and friendly inter-govern
mental relations within the socialist camp. The distinctive 
features of the relations existing between the countries ot' 
llie socialist community are complete equality, mutual 
respect for independence and _sovereignty an~ f~aternal mu
tual assistance and co-operation. In the socialist camp or, 
which is the same thing, in the world community of social
ist countries, none have, nor can have, any special rights 
or privileges. 

The experience of the world socialist system has confirmed 
the need for the closest unity of countries that fall away 
from capitalism, for their unitod effort in tho building or 
socialism and communism. The line of socialist construc
tion in isolation, detached from the world community of 
socialist countries, is theoretically untenable because it 
conflicts with the objective laws governing the development 
of socialist society. It is harmful economically because 
it causes waste of social labolll', retards the rates of growth 
of production and makes the country dependent upon the 
capitalist world. It is reactionary and dangerous politically 
because it does not unite, but divides the peoples in face of 
the united front of imperialist forces, because it nourishes 
bourgeois-nationalist tendencies and may ultimate! y load 
to the loss of the socialist gains. 

As they combine their efl'ort in the building of a new so
ciety, the socialist states give active support to and extend 
their political, economic and cultural co-operation with 
countries that have cast off colonial rule: They maintain
and arc prepared to maintain-broad, mutually advanta
geous trade relations and cultural contacts with the capital
ist countries. 

The development of the world socialist system and of 
the world capita list system is governed by diametrically 
opposed laws. The world capitalist system emerged and de
veloped in fierce struggle between lho countries composing 
iL, through the subjection and exploitation of the weaker 
countries by tho strong, through the enslavement of hundreds 
or millions of people and the reduction of entiro continents 
to the status of colonial appendages o[ Lhe imperialist met
ropo Ii tan countries. The formation and development or 
the world socialist system, on the other hand, proceeds on 
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the basis of sovereignty and free will and in conformity 
with the fundamental interests of the working people of 
all the countries of that system. 

Whereas the world capitalist system is governed by the 
Jaw of uneven economic and political development that 
leads to conflicts bel ween countries, the world socialist 
system is govemed by opposite laws, which ensure the 
steady and balanced growth of the economies of all countries 
belo11ging Lo that system. Growth of production in a country 
belonging to the capitalist world deepens the contradictions 
between countries and intensifies competitive rivalries. The 
development of each socialist couutry, on the other hand, 
promotes the general progress and consolidation of the world 
socialist system as a whole. The economy of world capital
ism develops at a slow rate, and goes through crises and up.:. 
heavals. Typical of the economy of world socialism, on the 
other hand, are high and stable rates of growth and the com
mon unintermiltent economic progress of all socialist coun
tries. 

All the socialist countries make their contribution to 
the building and development of the world socialist system 
and the consolidation of its might. The existence of the 
Soviet Union greatly facilitates and accelerates the build
ing of socialism in the People's Democracies. The Marx
ist-Leninist parties and the peoples of the socialist cou11-
tries proceed from the fact that lhe successes of the world 
socialist system as a whole depend on the contribution and 
effort made by each country, and therefore consider the 
greatest possible development of the productive forces of 
their country an internationalist duty. The co-operation of 
the socialist countries enables each country to use its re
sources and develop its productive forces to the full and in 
the most rational manner. A new type of international divi
sion of labour is taking shape in the process of the economic, 
scientific and technical co-operation of the socialist coun
tries, the co-ordination of their economic plans, the special
isation and combination of product.ion. 

The establishment of the Union ol' Soviet Socialist Re
publics and, later, of the world socialist system is the com
mencement of the historical process of all-round associatiou 
of the peoples. \-Vith the disappearance of class antagonisms 
i!l the fraternal family of socialist countries, national 
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antagonisms also disappear. The rapid cultural progress of 
the peoples of the socialist community is attended by a pro
gressive mutual enrichment of the national cultures and au 
active moulding of the internationalist features lypical of 
man in socialist society. 

The experience of the peoples of the world socialist com
muniLy has confirmed that their fraLernal unity and co-oper
ation conform to the supreme national interests of each 
country. The sLreugthening of the unity of the world social
ist system on the basis of proletarian internationalism is 
an imperative condition for the further progress of all ils 
member countries. 

The socialist system has to cope with certain difficulties, 
deriving chiefly from the fact that most of' the countries 
in thaL syslem had a medium or even low level of economic 
development in the past, and also from the fact thaL world 
reaction is doing its utmost to impede Lhe building of 
socialism. 

The experience of the Soviet l'n:on and the People's 
Democracies has confirmed the accuracy of Lenin's thesis 
that. the class struggle docs not disappear in the period or 
the buildiug of socialism. The general· trend of class 
struggle within the socialist counLrics in ~ond_itions 
of successful socialist construcLion leads to consolidation of 
the position of the socialist forces and weakens the resisLance 
of the remnants of the hostile classes. But this development 
does not follow a straight line. Changes in the do~estic. or 
external situation ma.y cause lhe class struggle lo lllleusily 
in specific periods. This calls for constant vigilance in order 
to frusLrate in good time the designs of hostile forces wiLh
in and without, who persist in their attempts to under
mine people's power and sow strife in the fraternal com
munity of socialist countries. 

Nationalism is the chief political and ideological weapon 
used by international reaction and the remnants of the 
domestic reactionary forces against the uniLy of the social
ist countries. Nationalist sentiments and national narrow
mindedness do not disappear automatically with the esLab
lishmenl of the socialist system. Nationalist prnjudice and 
survivals or former national sLrifo arc a province in which 
resisLaucc lo social progrnss may be most proLraclcd and 
stubborn, bitter und insidious. 
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The Communists consider it lhcir prime duly to educate 
working people in a spirit of internationalism, socialist 
patriotism, and intolerance of all possible manifeslalions 
of nationalism and chauvinism. Nationalism is harmlul 
to lhe common inlcresls of the socialist community and, 
above all, the people of the country where it obtains, since 
isolation from the socialist camp holds up that counlry's 
development, deprives it of lhe advantages deriving from the 
world socialist system and encourages the imperialist 
powers to make the most of nationalist tendencies for their 
own ends. Nationalism can gain the upper hand only where 
it is not consistently combated. The Marxist-Leninist in
ternationalist policy and determined efforts to wipe out tho 
survivals of' bourgeois nationalism and chauvinism are an 
important condition for the further consolidation of lhe so
cialist community. YeL while they oppose nationalism and 
national egoism, Communists always show utmost consid
eration for the national feelings or the masses. 

The world socialist system is advancing steadfastly 
towards decisive victory in its economic competition with 
capitalism. It will shortly surpass the world capitalist sys
tem in aggregate industrial and agricultural production. 
Its influence on the course of social development in lho 
interests of peace, democracy and socialism is growing more 
and more. 

The magni ficcnt edifice of the new world being built by 
tho heroic labours of the free peoples on vast areas of Europe 
and Asia is a prolotype of the new society, of the future of 
all mankind. 

IV. CIUS IS OF WORLD CAPITALISM 

Imperialism has entered the period of decline and col
lapse. An inexorable process of decay has seized capitalism 
from top to bottom-its economic and political system, 
its politics and ideology. Imperialism has for ever lost its 
power over the bulk of mankind. Tho main content, main 
trend and main features of the historical development of 
mankind are being determined by tho world socialisl sys
tem, by the forces fighting against imperialism, for the 
socialist reorganisation of society. 

The First World War and the October Revolution ushered 
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in the general crisis of capitalism. The second stage of this 
crisis developed at the tim:e of the Second World War and tho 
socialist revolutions that took place in a number of Euro
pean and Asian countries. World capitalism has now entered 
a new, third stage of that crisis, the principal £ea ture of which 
is that its development was not connected with a world war. 

The break-away from capitalism of more and more coun
tries; the weakening of imperialist positions in the economic 
competition with socialism; the break-up of the imperialist 
colonial system; the intensification of imperialist contradic
tions with the development of state-monopoly capitalism 
and the growth of militarism; the mounting internal insta
bility and decay of capitalist economy evidenced by the 
increasing inability of capitalism to make full use of the 
productive forces (low rates of production growth, periodic 
crises, continuous undercapacity operation of production 
plant, and chronic unemployment); the mounting struggle 
between labour and capital; an acute intensification of con
tradictions within the world capitalist economy; an un
precedented growth of political reaction in all spheres, 
rejection of bourgeois freedoms and establishment of fascist 
and despotic regimes in a number of countries; and the pro
found crisis of bourgeois policy and ideology-all these are 
manifestations of the general crisis of capitalism. 

In the imperialist stage state-monopoly capitalism devel
ops on an extensive scale. The emergence and growth ?f 
monopolies leads to the direct intervention of the state, m 
the. int_erests of the financial oligarchy, in the process of 
capitalist reproduction. It is in the interests of the finan
cial oligarchy that the bourgeois state institutes various 
types of regulation and resorts to the nationalisation of 
some branches of the economy. World wars, economic 
crises, militarism, and political upheavals have accelerated 
the development of monopoly capitalism into state-monop-
oly capitalism. -

The oppression of finance capital keeps growing. Giant 
monopolies controlling the bulk of social production domi
nate the life of the nation. A handful of millionaires and 
multimillionaires wield arbitrary power over the entire 
weal th of the ca pi tali st world and make the life of en tire 
nations mere small change in their selfish deals. The finan
cial oligarchy is getting fabulously rich. The state bas become 
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a committee for the. management of the affairs of the mo
nopoly bourgeoisie. The bureaucratisation of the economy 
is rising steeply. State-monopoly capitalism combines the 
strength of the monopolies and that of the state into a 
single mechanism whose purpose is to enrich the monopolies, 
suppress the working-class movement and the national
libera lion struggle, save the capitalist system, and launch 
aggressive wars. 

The Right-wing Socialists and revisionists are making 
out slate-monopoly capitalism to he almost socialism. 
The facts give the lie to this contention. State-monopoly 
capitalism does not change the nature of imperialism. 
Far from altering the position of the principal classes in 
the system of social production, it widens the rift between 
labour and capital, between tho majority of the nation and 
the monopolies. Attempts at state regulation of the capital
ist economy cannot eliminate competition and anarchy 
of production, cannot ensure the planned development of 
the economy on a nation-wide scale, because capitalist 
ownership and exploitation of wage-labour remain the basis 
of production. The bourgeois theories of "crisis-free" and 
"planned" capitalism have been laid in the dust by the de-. 
velopment of contemporary capitalist economy. The dia
lectics of state-monopoly capitalism is such that instead of 
shoring up the capitalist system, as the bourgeoisie expects, 
it aggravates the contradictions of capitalism and under
mines its foundations. State-monopoly capitalism is tho 
fullest material preparation for socialism. 

The new phenomena in imperialist development corrob
orate the accuracy of Lenin's conclusions on the prin
cipal objective laws of capitalism in its final stage and on its 
increasing decay. Yet this decay does not signify complete 
stagnation, a palsy of its productive forces, and docs uot 
rule out growth of capitalist economy at particular times 
and in particular countries. 

All in all, capitalism is increasingly impeding the devel
opment of the contemporary productive forces. Mankind 
is entering the period of a scientific and technical revolu
tion bound up with the conquest of nuclear energy, space 
exploration, the development of chemistry, automation 
and other major achievements of science and engineer
ing. But the relations of production under capitalism are 
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much too narrow for a scientific and technical revolution. 
Socialism alone is capable of effecting it and of applying 
its fruits in the interests of society. 

Technical progress under the rule of monopoly capital 
is turning against the working class. Dy using new forms, 
the monopolies intensify the exploitation of the working 
class. Capitalist automation is robbing tho worker of his 
daily bread. Unemployment is rising, the living standard is 
dropping. Technical progress is continuously throwing morn 
sections of small producers overboard. Imperialism is using 
technical progress chiefly for military purposes. H is turn
ing the achievements of human genius against humanity. 
As long as imperialism exists, mankind cannot feel securo 
about its future. 

l\Iodern capitalism has made the market problem extreme
ly acute. Imperialism is incapable of solving it, because 
lag of effective demand behind growth of production is one 
of its objective laws. Moreover, it retards the industrial 
development of the underdeveloped coun Lrics. The world 
capitalist market is shrinking relative to the more rapidly 
expanding p1·oduction capacity. It is partitioned by count
less customs barriers and restrictive fences and split into 
exclusive currency and finance zones. An acute competi
tive struggle for markets, spheres of investment and sources 
of raw materials is undc1· way in the imperialist camp. It 
is becoming doubly acu to since the terri tol'ial sphere of 
ca pi ta list domination has been greatly narrowed. 

Monopoly capital has, in the final analysis, doomed bour
geois society to low rates of production growth that in some 
countries barely keep ahead of the growth of population. 
A considerable part of the production plant stands idle, 
while millions of unemployed wait at tho factory gates. 
Farm 'production is artificially restricted, although mil
lions arc underfed in the world. People suffer want in mate
rial goods, but imperialism is squandering material re
sources and social labour on war preparations. 

Abolition of the capitalist system in a large group of 
cou_nt~ies, the developing and strengthening of the world 
socialist system, the disintegration of the colonial system 
and the collapse of old empires, the commencing reorgan
isation of tho colonial economic structure in tho newly-free 
countries· and the expanding economic connections between 



the latter and the socialist world-all these factors inten
sify the crisis of the ,vorld capitalist economy. 

State-monopoly capitalism stimulates militarism to an 
unheard-of degree. The imperialist countries maintain im
mense armed forces even in peacetime. Military expendi
tures devour an ever-growing portion of the state budgets. 
The imperialist countries arc turning in to militarist, mililary
police states. l\lili tarisa tion pervades the life of bourgeois 
society. 

While enriching some groups of· the monopoly bourgeoisie, 
militarism leads to the exhaustion of nations, to the ruin 
of tho peoples languishing under an excessive tax burden, 
moun Ling inflation, and a high cost of living. Within the 
lifetime of one generation imperialism plunged mankind into 
the abyss of two destructive world wars. In the First World 
War the imperialists annihilated ten million and crippled 
twenty million people. The Second ·world War claimed 
nearly fifty million human lives. In the course of thcso 
wars entire countries were ravaged, thousands of towns and 
villages were demolished and the fruits of the labour of 
many generations were destroyed. The new war being 
hatched by the imperialists threatens mankind with unprece
dented human losses and destruction. Even the preparations 
for it bring suffering and privation to millions of people. 

The progress achieved in the development of the produc
tive forces and the socialisation of labour is being usurped 
by the contemporary capitalist state in the interests of tho 
monopolies. 

The monopoly bourgeoisie is a useless growth on the 
social organism, one unneeded in production. The indus
tries are run by hired managers, engineers, and techni
cians. The monopolists lead a parasitical life and with their 
menials consume a substantial portion of the national in
come created by the toil of proletarians and peasants. 

Fear of revolution, the successes of the socialist countries, 
and the pressure of the working-class movement compel 
the bourgeoisie to make partial concessions with respect to 
wages, labour conditions, and social security. But morn 
often than not mounting prices and inflation reduce these 
concessions to nought. Wages lag behind the daily mate
rial and cultural requirements of the worker and his family, 
which grow as society develops. Even the relatively high 
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standard of living in the small group of capitalistically 
developed countries rests upon the plunder of the Asian, 
African and Latin Amedcan peoples, upon non-equivalent 
exchange, discrimination of female labour, brutal oppres
sion of Negroes and immigrant workers, and also upon the 
intensified exploitation of the working people in those coun
tries. The bourgeois myth of "full employment" has proved 
to be sheer mockery, for the working class is suffel'ing con tin
uously from mass unemployment and insecurity. In spite 
of some successes in the economic struggle, the condition of 
the working class in the capitalist world is, on the whole, 
deteriorating. 

The development of capitalism has dissipated the legend 
of the stability of small peasant farming once and for all. 
The monopolies have seized dominant positions in agl'icul
ture as well. Millions of farmers and peasants are being driv
en off the land, and their farms are being brought under the 
hammer. Small farms survive at the price of appalling hard
ships, the peasants' underconsumption and excessive la
bour. The peasantry is groaning under the burden of mounting 
taxes and debts. Agrarian crises are bringing ever greater 
ruin to the countryside. Unspeakable want and poverty 
fall to the lot of the peasantry in the colonial and dependent 
countries; it suffers the dual oppression of the landlords 
and the monopoly bourgeoisie. 

The monopolies are also ruining small urban proprietors. 
Handicrafts are going under. Small-scale industrial and 
commercial enterprises are fully dependent upon the monop
olies. 

Life has fully confirmed the Marxist thesis of increasing 
proletarisation in capitalist society. The expropriated masses 
have no other prospect of acquiring property than the 
revolutionary establishment of the social ownership of means 
of production, that is, making them the prop~rty of the 
whole people. 

The uneven development of capitalism alters the balance 
of forces between countries and makes the contradictions 
between them more acute. The economic and with it the 
political and military centre of imperialism, has shifted 
from Europe to the United States. U.S. monopoly capital, 
gorged on war profits and the arms race has seized the most 
important sources of raw materials, ihe markets and the 
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spheres of investment, hashuilt up a unique kind of colonial 
empire and become the biggest international exploiter. Taking 
cover behind spurious professions of freedom and democracy, 
U.S. imperialism is in effect performing the function of 
world gendarme, supporting reactionary dictatorial regimes 
and decayed monarchies, opposing democratic, revolution
ary changes and launching aggressions against peoples fight
ing for independence. 

The U.S. monopoly bourgeoisie is the mainstay of inter
national reaction. It has assumed the role of "saviour" of 
capitalism. The U.S. financial tycoons are engineering a 
"holy alliance" of imperialists and founding aggressive 
military blocs. American troops and war bases are stationed 
at the most important points of the capitalist world. 

But the facts reveal the utter incongruity of the U.S. 
imperialist claims to world domination. Imperialism has 
proved incapable of stemming the socialist and national
liberation revolutions. The hopes which American imperial
ism pinned on ils atomic-weapons monopoly fell through. 
The Unilecl Stales has not been able to retain it.s share 
in the economy of the capitalist world, although it is still 
capilalism's chief economic, financial and military force. 
The United States, the strongest ca pi tali st power, is past 
its zenith and has entered the stage of decline. Imperialist 
countries such as Great Britain, France, Germany, and 
J apa11 have also lost their former power. 

The basic contradiction of the contemporary world, that 
between socialism and imperialism, does not eliminate lha 
deep contradictions rending the capitalist world. Tho ag
grcssi ve mi Ii Lary blocs founded under the aegis of the U.S.A. 
are Lime and again faced with crises. The international 
stale-monopoly organisations springing up under the moUo 
of "integration", Lhe mi ligation of Lhe market problem, are 
in reality new forms of Lhe redivision of Lhe world capitalist 
market and are becoming seats of acule sLrain and conflict. 

The contradictions between the principal imperialist 
powers aro growing deeper. The economic rehabilitation of 
Lhe imperialist countries defeated in lhe Second ·world War 
leads Lo the rovival of the old and the emerO"ence of new 
knots of imperialist rivalry and conflicl. Tho Anglo-Ameri
can, Franco-American, Franco-West German, American
\VesL German, Anglo-\1/est Gcmnun, Japanese-American, 
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and other contradictions are becoming especially acute. 
Fresh contradictions will inevitably arise and grow in Lho 
imperialist camp. 

The American monopolies and their British and French 
allies are openly assisting the West-German imperialisls 
who are cynically advocating aggressive aims of revenge 
and preparing a war against the socialist countries and 
olher European states. A dangerous centre of aggression, 
imperilling the peace and security of all peoples, is being 
revived in the heart of Europe. In the Far East lhe American 
monopolies are reviving Japanese militarism, which is in a 
certain way dependent on Lhem. This consLiLules another dan
gerous hotbed of war threatening the countries of Asia and, 
above all, the socialist countries. 

The interests of the small group of imperialist powers arc 
incompatible with the interests of alJ other countries, 
the interests of all peoples. Deep-rooted antagonism divides 
the imperialist countries from the counlries that have won 
national independence and those that are fighling for their 
liberation. 

Contemporary capitalism is inimical to the vital inter
ests and progressive aspirations of all mankind. Capitalism 
with its exploitation of man by man, with iLs chauvinist and 
racist ideology, with its moral degradation, ils rampage of 
profiteering, corruption and crime is defiling society, the 
family, and man. 

The bourgeois system came into being wiLh the alluring 
slogans of liberty, equality, fraternity. But Lhe bourgeoi
sie made use of these slogans merely to elbow out the feudal 
genl.ry and to assume power. Instead of equality ~ new gap
ing abyss of social and economic inequality appeared. Not 
fra~ernily but ferocious class struggle reigns iu bourgeois 
F.OCteLy. 

M?nopoly capital is revealing iLs reactionary, m1ti-demo
crat1c substance more and more strikingly. -It docs not 
tolerate even the former bourgeois-democratic freedoms, 
although it proclaims them hypocritically. In the current 
slage of his_t~rical development it is geLting harder for 
the bourge01s10 to propagate slogans of equality and 
liberty. The upswing of the international labour movement 
restricts the manoeuvres of finance capital. Finance 
capital can no longer squash the revolutionary sentiments 
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of the masses and cope with Lhe i1,1exorably growing revolu
tionary, anti-imperialist movement by means of the old slo
gans and by bribing the labour bureaucracy. 

Having taken full possession of. the principal material 
values, monopoly capital refuses lo share political power 
with anyone. It has established a dictatorship, Lhe dicta
torship of the minority over the majority, Lhe dictatorship of 
Lhe capitalist monopolies over society. The ideologists of 
imperialism hide the dictatorship of monopoly capilal behind 
specious slogans of freedom and democracy. They declare the 
imperialist powers to be countries of Lhe "free world" and 
represent the ruling bourgeois circles as opponents of all 
dictatorship. In reality, however, freedom in the imperialist 
world signifies nothing but freedom to exploit the working 
class, the working people, not only at home, but in all other 
countries that fall under the iron heel of the monopo
lies. 

The bourgeoisie gives extensive publicity to the allegedly 
democraLic nature of its election laws, singing special praise 
Lo ils multi-party sysbem and Lhe possibility of nominatin(J' 
many candidates. In reality, however; the monopolist~ 
deprive the masses of lhe opportuni Ly Lo express their will 
and elect geuuine champions of their interests. Being in 
conlrol of such potent meaus as capital, the press, radio 
cinema, television, and using their henchmen in the trad~ 
unions and other mass organisations, Lhey mislead Urn 
masses and impose their own candidates upon the ebctorale. 
The diITerenL bourgeois parties are u:oually no more Lhan 
diJTerent factions or Lhe ruling bourgeoisie. 

The dictatorship of the bourgeoisie also grossly violates 
the will of tho elecLoraLo. \Vheuever tho bourgeoisie sees 
that lhe working people are likely, by using their constitu
tional rights, to elect a considerable number of the cham
pions of lheir interests to the legislative organs, it bra
zenly alters Lho election system and arbitrarily limits tho 
number ol' working people's reprcsenlatives in parlia
ment. 

The financial oligarchy resorts to Lim establislunont of 
fasc!st. regimes, banking on Lhe army, police, and geudar
merie as a last refuge from Lhe people's wrath, especi
ally when Lhe masses try to make use of their democratic 
rights, albeit. curtailed, to uphold their interests and end Lhe 
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nll-pervading power of Llrn monopolies. AILhough the vi
cious German and Italian fascism has crashed, fascist 
regimes slill survive in some counlries and fascism is Leiug 
revived iu new forms in others. 

Thus, the world imperialist system is rent by deep-rooted 
and acute contradictions. The antagonism of labour and cnp
ilal, the conlradiclions belwecn the people and Urn mo11op
olies, growing militarism, the break-up or the colonial 
system, the conlradictions between the imperialist counlrie!:', 
conflicls and contradictions between the young national 
stales and the old colonial powers, and-mosL important. or 
all-Llie rapid growth of world socialism, arc sappi11g 
and destroying imperialism, leading lo its weakening aud 
collapse. 

Nol even nuclear weapons can protecL the monopoly bom
geoisie from Lhe unalterable course or historical developme11L. 
I\lankind has learned the true lace or capitalism. llundrcds 
of millions of people see that capitalism is a system of eco
uomic anarchy and periodical crises, chronic unemployment, 
poverty of the masses, and indiscriminate waste or produc
tive forces, a sys Lem constantly frnught wil.h Lhe danger of war. 
Mankind does not want to, and will not, tolerate tho his
torically outdated capitalist system. 

V. TilE INTEUi\ATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY l\lOVEJ\IENT 
OF TllE WORKING CLASS 

The inlerna~ional rcvoluLion~ry m?ve111:ent of Lhc working 
class has aclucved epoch-makrng victories. Its chief gain 
is the world socialist system. The example of •victorious 
socialism is r_evo)uLionising_ t~e ~inds of tho working peo
ple o(_lh? cap1Lal1sL world; IL _n~sp1res them Lo fight agai 11 s1, 
imperialism and greatly facil1tales their struggle. 

Social forces Lhat are lo ensure the victory_ of socialism 
are taking shape! ~ultipl~ing and becoming steeled in 
the womb oi cap1lalist society. A new contingent of tho 
world proleLariat-Llie young working-class movement of 
the newly-free, dependent and colonial countries of Asia 
Africa, and Lalin America-has entered the world arena'. 
MarxisL-Leninist parties have arisen and grown. They are 
l.1Cco01ing a universally recognised national force enjoying 
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ever greater preslige and followed by large sections of the 
working people. 

The international revolutionary movement has accumu
lated vast experience in the struggle .igainst imperialism and 
i Ls pl accmen in the ran ks of the working cl ass. It has be
come more mature ideologically and possesses great organ
ised strength and a militantly dynamic spirit. The trade 
union movement, which unites vast masses of working 
people, is playing an increasing role. 

The capitalist countries arc continuously slrnken by class 
baLLlcs. l\Iililant actions of the worki11g class in defenco 
of i ls eco11omic and political interests are grnwing in num
ber. Tho working class an<l all working people llavo fre
qnont.ly imperilled tho class rule of tho bourgeoisie. In 
an efTort to maintain its power, Lhc financo oligarchy, in 
addition to methods of suppression, uses diverse ways of 
deceiving and corrupting the working class and ils organi
sations, and of splitting the trade union movement on a na
tional and iuternalional scale. H bribes tho top stratum of 
trade unions, co-operatives and other organisations and 
swells the labour bureaucracy, to which it allots lucratiYo 
posit.ions in industry, Lhe municipal boclies and tho govern
meut apparatus. Anti-communist aud anti-labom· legisla
tion, the banning of Communist parties,-wholesalo dismissal 
of Communists and other progressi YO workers, blacklisting 
in industry, "loyalLy" screening of employees, polico 
reprisals against tho democratic press, and tho 
suppression of slrikcs by military force have all bocomo 
routine methods of acLion for tho governments of tho 
imperialist bouraooisic in its efforts to preservo its 
cl

. t) 

1ctalorship. 
Tho reactionary forces in individual capitalist countries 

can no longer cope wilh tho gl'Owing forces of <lemocrac_Y 
and socialism. Struggle aucl competition between tho capt~ 
Lalist states do not preclude, however, a certain u~ity 
~mong them in the face of tho increasing strength of socrnl
ism and the working-class movement. Tho imperialists 
form reactionary alliances; they enter into mutual agree
ments aml sot up military blocs and bases spearheaded not 
only a~ainst, the socialist countries, but also against tho 
rovolut1011ary workiug-class and national-liberation move
ment. Tho reactionary bourgeoisie in a rrnmber of Europeau 
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states have in peaceLime opened tbe doors or Lheir countries 
to foreign troops. 

The bourgeoisie seeks to draw definiLe lessons from the 
October Revolution and the victories of socialism. It is 
using 11ew methods Lo cover up the ulcers and vices of tho 
capilalist system. AHhough all these methods render the 
activities of the revolutionary forces in the capiLalist coun
tries more difficult, they cannot reduce the contradictio11s 
between labour and capital. 

The world situation today is more favourable Lo the 
working-class movement. The achievements of the U .S.S.R. 
and Lbe world socialist system as a whole, the deepening 
crisis of world capitalism, the growing influence of the Com
munist parlies among Urn masses, and the ideological 
breakdown of reformism have brought about a substantial 
change in the conditions of class struggle that is to the ad
vantage of the working people. Even in those countries 
where reformism slill holds strong positions, appreciable 
shifls lo the Left are taking place in the working-class 
movement. 

In the new historical situation, the working class of many 
countries can, even before capitalism is overthrown, compel 
the bourgeoisie Lo carry out measures that transcend ordi
nary reforms aud are of vital importance Lo the worki11g 
class and the progress of its struggle for the victory of tho 
revolution, for socialism, as well as to the majority of Lhe 
nation. By uniting Lhe democratic and peace-loving forces, 
the working class can make ruling circles cease prepara
tions for a new world war, renounce the policy of starting 
local wars, and use the economy for peaceful purposes. 
By uniting the workinir people, the masses, Lhc working 
class can beat back the offensive of fascist reaction and bring 
about the implementation of a national programme for 
peace, national independence, democratic rights, and a 
certain improvement of the living co11ditions of the people. 

The capitalist monopolies are the chief enemy of the work
ing ~lass. They are also the chief enemy of the peasants, 
handrcraflsmen, and other small urban proprietors, of most 
office workers and intellectuals, and even of a section of 
the middle capilalisls. 

The working class directs its main blow against the capi
talist monopolies. AIJ the main sections of a nation have a 
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viLal interest in abolishing t.he trnlimiLed power of the mo
nopolies. This makes it possible lo unite all the democratic 
movements opposing Lhe oppression of the finance oligarchy 
in a mighty anti-monopoly torrent. 

The proletariat advances a progi·amme for combating 
Lhe power of Lhe monopolies with due regard Lo Lhe present as 
well as the future interests of its allies. IL advocates broad na
LioualisaLion on terms most favourable to Lhe people. It backs 
llrn peasants' demands for radical land reforms and works 
for Lho realisation of the slogan, "The land to those who Lill 
i L". 

The proletariat, LogeLher with other sections of the peo
ple, wages a resoluLe struggle for broad democracy. It 
mobilises the masses for eITective action against the policy 
or Lho finance oligarchy, which strives to abolish democratic 
freedoms, resLricL tho power of parliament, revise Lhe con
bliluLion with Lhe aim of establishing the personal power 
of monopoly placemen, and Lo go over from the parliamen
tary system Lo some variety of fascism. 

IL is in this struggle lhaL the alliance of lhe working class 
and all working people is shaped. The working class unites 
the peasantry, its chief ally, to combat Lhe survivals of 
feudalism and monopoly domination. Large sections of tho 
office workers and a considerable section or lhe intelligen
tsia, whom capitalism reduces Lo the status of proletarians 
and who realise the need of chauges in lhe social sphere, 
become allies of the working class. 

General democratic struggles against Llrn monopolies do 
not delay Lhe socialist revolution but bring iL nearer. The 
struggle for democracy is a component of the struggle for so
cialism. Tho more profound the democratic movement, the 
higher becomes the level of the political consciousness of Lho 
masses and tho more cloady they see Lhat only socialism 
clears for Lhem the way to genuine freedom and well-beiug. 
In the course of this stl'uggle HiahL socialist, l'elol'mic:t 
illusions are dispelled and a po

1

litic~I a!'my of the socialist 
fP,volt~Lion is brought into being. 

Socia_list revolutions, anti-imperialist national-liberalion 
revolutions, people's democ1 atic revolutions, broad peasant 
movements, . popular struggles to overthrow fascist a11d 
oth?r <lespo~1c regimes, a11d general democratic rnovcn?cnls 
agarnst 11 aL1oual oppression-all. these merge in a s111gle 
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world-wide revoluLionary process undermining and deslroy
ing capitalism. 

The proletarian revoluLion in any country, being part or lho 
world socialist revoluLion, is accomplished by the working 
class of that country and the masses of its people. The revo
lution is not made to order. It cannot be imposed on-the peo
ple from without. It results from the profound internal and 
international contradictions of capitalism. The viclorious 
proletariat cannot impose any "felicity" on another people 
without thereby undermining its own victory. 

Together with the other Marxist-Leninist parlies, Lhe 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union regards it as its in
ternationalist duty to call on lhe peoples of all countries 
lo rally, muster all internal forces, take vigorous action, and 
drawiug on the might of tl1e world socialist system, forestall 
or firmly ropol imperialist interference in the affairs of tho 
people of any country risen in revolt and Lhereby prevent 
imperialist export of counter-revolution. It will be easier Lo 
prevent export of counter-revolution if the working people, 
defending the national sovereignty of their country, strive Lo 
bring about the abolition of foreign military bases on their 
lenilory and to make their country dissociate itself from 
aggressive military blocs. 

Communists lrnve 11e,·er held that the road to revolution 
lies necessarily through wars between countries. Socialist 
revolution is not necessarily connected with war. Although 
lioth world wars, which were started by the imperialists, 
culminated in socialist re,·olulions, revolutions are quite 
feasible without war. The great objectives of the working 
class can be realised without world war. Today Lhe_condilions 
for this are more favourable than ever. 

The working class and iLs vanguard-the l\Iarxist-Leninist 
parti0s-seek to accomplish the sodalisL revolution by 
peaceful means. This would meet the interests of the worldncr 
cla,;,; and Lhe people as a whole it would accord with th~ 
national interests of tho country. 

_In Lhc co_nditions prevailing at present, in some capi
talisl countrws the workinn- class headed by its forward 
1 I . 0 ' < elac 1menl, has an opportuniLv to uniLo the hulk of lho 
nation, win slate power wilhout a civil war and achieve 
the transfer ~f tho ha-;ic ~eans of production Lo lhi:? people 
upon l he basis of a work mg-class and popular front and 

• as 



olher possible forms of agreement and political co-opera
Lion between different parties and dem,::c1·atic organisations. 
The working class, supported by the majority of the peo
ple and firmly repelling opporLunist elements incapable of 
renouncing lhe policy of compromirn with the capitalists 
and landlords, can defeat the reaclionary, anti-popular 
forces, win a solid majority in parliament, transform it 
from a tool serving the class interesls of the bourgeoisie into 
an instrument serving the working people, launch a broad 
mass struggle outside parliament., smash tho resistance of 
the reactionary forces and provide the necessary conditions 
for a peaceful socialist revolution. This can be done only 
by extending and conLinuously developing Lho class struggle 
of the workers and peasants and the middle strata of the 
urban population against big monopoly capital and reaction, 
for far-reaching social reforms, for peace and socialism. 

,vhere tho exploiting classes resort to violence againsi 
the people, the possibiliLy of a non-peaceful transition to 
socialism should be borne in mind. Leninism maintains, 
and historical experience confirms, that the ruling classes 
do not yield power of their own free will. Hence, tho degreo 
of bitterness of Lhe class struggle and the forms it takes will 
depend not so much on the proletariat as on the strength 
of Ll10 reactionary groups' resistance to the will of the over
whelming majority of the people, and on the use of force by 
these groups at a particular stage of the slruggle for social
ism. In each parlicular country the actual applicability of 
one method of transiLion Lo socialism or the at.her depends 
on concrete historical condiLions. 

It may well be Lhat as tho forces of socialism grow, tho 
working-class movement gains slrengl.h and ll.10 positions of 
capitalism are weakened, there wil1 arise in cortain countric.'I 
a siLuation in which it will be preferable for the bourgeoisie, 
as Marx and Lenin foresaw, to agree to the basic means of 
production being purchased from it and for Lhe proletariat 
to "pay off" tho bourgeoisie. 

The su~cess of the struggle which the working class wages 
for the v!ctory of the revolution wil1 dcpond on how well 
the workmg class and its party master the use of all forms 
of struggl?-pcaceful and non-peaceful, parliamentary and 
extra-p_arhamentary-and how well they aro prepared for 
any swift and sudden replacement of one form of struggle by 
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another form of slruggle. While the principal law-governed 
processes of the socialist revolution are common to all coun
tries, the diversity of the national peculiarities and tradiLio11s 
that have arisen in the course of history creaLes specific 
conditions for the revolutionary process, the variety of 
forms and rates of the proletariat's advent to power. This 
predeLermines the possibility and necessity, in a number of 
counLries, of transition stages in the struggle for the dicta
torship of the proletariat, and a variety of forms of polit
ical organisation of the society building socialism. But 
wbatever the form in which the LransiLion from capitalism 
to socialism is effected, that transition can come about only 
Ll1rougb revolution. However varied the forms of a new, 
people's state power in the period of socialist construction, 
their essence will be the same-dictatorship of the prole
tariat, which represents genuine democracy, democracy for 
the working people. 

A bourgeois republic, however democraLic, however hal
lowed by slogans purporting to express Lhe will of the people 
or nation as a whole, or extra-class will, inevitably re
mains in practice-owing to the existence of private capi
talist ownership of the means of producLion-a dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisie, a machine for Lhe exploitation and sup
pression of the vast majority of the working people by a 
handful of capitalists. In contrast to the bourgeoisie, which 
conceals the class character of the stale, the working class 
does not deny Lhe class character of the stale. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat is a dictatorship of Lhe 
overwhelming majority over the minority; it is direcLcd 
against the exploiters, against the oppression of peoples 
and nations, and is aimed at abolishing all exploitation of 
man _by man: The dicLatorship of the proletariat expresses 
not only the rntcrests of Lhe working class, but also those of 
all working people; its chief content is not violence but 
creation, the building of a new, socialist - society, and 
the defence of its gains against the enemies or social
ism . 
. 01:ercoming the _split in iLs ranks is an important condi

tion for the working class to fulfil its historic mission. No 
lrnslion of impe~ialism_can withstand a closely-knit working 
class that exerc1~es un_ity of action. The Communist, parties 
favour co-operat1on w1Lh Llrn Social-Democratic parties not 
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only in the struggle for peace, for better living conditions 
for Lhe working people, and lor the preservation and exten
sion of their democratic rights and freedoms, but also in 
tho struggle to win power and build a socialist soci
ety. 

At the same lime Communists criticise the ideological 
positions and Right-wing opportunist practice of Social
Democracy and expose Urn Right Social-Democratic leaders, 
wlio have sided openly with lhe bourgeoisie and renounced 
the traditional socialist demands of the working class. 

The Cornmuuist parties are the vanguard of the ,vorld 
revolutionary movemenL. They have demonstrated the vi
tality of Marxism-Leninism and their ability not only to 
propagato the great ideals of scientific communism, but also 
Lo put them into practice. Today the international Com
munist movement is so powerful that the combined forces 
of reaction cannot crush it. 

Tho Communist movement grows and becomes steeled as 
it fights against various opportunist trends. Revisionism, 
Right opportunism, which is a reflection of bourgeois in
fluence, is the chief danger within the Communist movement 
today. The revisionists, who mask their renunciation of 
l\Iarxism with Lalk about the necessity of taking account 
of Lhe latest developments in society and the class struggle, 
in elfect play the role of pedlars of bourgeois-reformist 
ideology within Lhe Communist movement. They seek to rob 
:tvlarxism-Leninism of ils revolutionary spirit, to undermine 
the faiLh which Lhe working class and all working people 
have in socialism, Lo disarm and disorganise them in their 
slruggle against imperialism. Tho revisionists deny lhe 
historical necessi Ly of tho socialist revolution and of Lho 
dictatorship of the proletariat. They deny the leading role of 
lhe Marxist-Leninist party, undermine the foundations of 
proletarian inlernaLionalism, and drift to nationalism. The 
ideology of rcvisiouisrn is most fully embodied in the pro
gramme of Lhe League of Communists of Yugoslavia. 

Another danger is dogmaLism and sectarianism, which 
c_annot be reconciled with a creative development of revolu
tionary theory, which lead to the dissociation and isolation of 
~ommu~tis~s l'rom Lhc-masses, doom Lhom to passi \'U expect a
t, on or rnc, le them to Lei tist ad venturi st acLi ans in the re\'
olutionary struggle, and binder a correct appraisal of Lho 
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changing situation and the use of new opportunities for Lhe 
benefit of the worki~g class and all democratic forces. Dog
matism and sectarianism, unless steadfastly combated, can 
also become the chief danger at particular stages in the de
velopment of individual parties. 

The Communist ParLy of the Soviet Union holds Lhat an 
uncompromising struggle against revisionism, dogmatism 
and sectarianism, against all departures from Leuiuisrn, is 
a necessary condition for Lhe further strengthe11i11g of the 
unity of the world Communist movement and for the co11-
solidati0Ii of the socialist camp. 

The Communist parties are independent and Lhey shape 
their policies with due regard to the specific conditions 
prevailing in their own countries. They base relations 
between themselves on equality and the principles of pro
letarian internationalism. They co-ordinate their actions, 
consciously and of their own free will, as components of a 
single international army of labour. The Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union, like all the other Communist parties, 
regards it as its internationalist duty lo abide by the ap
praisals and conclusions which the fraternal parties have 
reached jointly concerning their common tasks in the struggle 
against imperialism, for peace, democracy and socialism, 

· and by the Declaration and tho Statement adopted by lhe 
Communist parties at Lheir international meetings. 

Vigorous defence of the unity of the world Communist 
movement in line with Urn principles of l\farxism~Leninism 
and proletarian internationalism, and Llie prevenl1ou of any 
action likely to disrupt Lhat uniLy are an essential conc.lition 
for victory in the struggle for national indepeuc.lcnce, democ
racy and peace, for the successful accomplishment of the 
tasks.of the socialist revolution for the consLruction of so-
cialism and communism. ' 

The C.P .S. U. will continue to concenlrate Hs eITorts 
on strengthening the unity and cohesion of -t110 ranks of 
the great army of Communists of all counLries. 

VI. TIIE NATIONAL-LlllERATION l\JOVEMENT 

. The _world is e~periencing a period of stormy national
!1berat1on revolutions. Imperia1ism suppressed the national 
mdependence and freedom of tho majority of tho peoples and 
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put lhe fellers of brutal colonial slavery on them, but the 
rise of socialism marks the advent of the era of emancipation 
of the oppressed peoples. A powerful wave of national-liber
ation revolutions is sweeping away the colonial system and 
undermining the foundations or imperialism. Young soYer
cign stales haYe arisen, or are arising, in one-time colonies or 
semi-colonies. Their peoples haYe entered a new period of 
deYCilopmenL They have emerged as makers of a new lire 
and us acliYe participants in world polit"ics, as a revolu
tionary force destroying imperialism. 

But the struggle is not yet oYer. The peoples who aro 
throwing ofT Lhe shackles of colonialism have attained differ
ent degrees of freedom. Many of Lhem, having established 
national stales, are striving for economic and durable 
political independence. Tho peoples of those formally 
independent countries that in reality depend on foreign 
monopolies politically and economically are rising lo fight 
against imperialism and reactionary pro-imperialist re
gimes. Tho peoples who have not yet cast ofI the chains of 
colonial slavery are conducting a heroic struggle against 
their foreign enslavers. 

The young sovereign slates do not belong either to lho 
system of imperialist stales or to the system of socialist 
stales. But the overwhelming majority of thorn have not 
yet broken free from world capitalist economy even though 
they occupy a special place in it. They constitute that. 
part of tho world which is still being exploited by tho 
capitalist monopolies. As long as they do not put an encl 
to their economic dependence on imperialism, lhey will 
ho playing Lhe role of a "world countryside", and will remain 
objects of semi-colonial exploitation. 

The existence of the world socialist system and the weak
ening of imperialism ofTer the peoples of Lhe newly-free 
countries the prospect of a national renascence, of ending 
age-long backwardness and poverty, and achieving economic 
inde11endence. 

The interests of a nation call for tho eradication of the 
remnants of colonialism, the oliminaLion of the roots of 
imper!alist power, the ousting of foreign monopolies, tho 
founding of a national industry, the abolition of the feudal 
system and ils survivals, the implcmC'ntation of radical 
land reforms with the participation of the entire peasantry 
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and in its interests, the pursuit of an independent foreign 
policy of peace, the democratisation of Lhe life of sociely 
and the strengthening of political independence. All pa
triotic and progressive forces of the nation are inlerested 
in the solution of national problems. That is the basis on 
,vhich they can be united. 

Foreign capital will retreat only before a broad union of 
patriotic, democratic forces pursuing an auti-imperialist 
policy. The pillars of feudalism will crumble only under Lhc 
impact of a general democratic movement. Only far-reach
ing agrarian reforms and a broad peasant movement can 
sweep away the remnants of medievalism that fetter tho 
development of the productive forces, and solve Lim acuLe 
food problem Lhat faces the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Lalin 
America. Political independe11ce can Le mar.le secure only 
by a people Lhat has won democratic righls and freedoms 
and is Laking au active part in gover11i11g the stale. 

Consistent struggle against imperialism is a paramount 
condition for the solution of national tasks. Imperialism 
seeks Lo retain one-time colonies and semi-colonies within Lhe 
system of capitalist economy and perpetuaLe Lheir under
privileged posi Li on in it. U.S. imperialism is the chief bul
wark of modern colonialism. 

Tlie imperialists are using new meLhoJs and new forms 
to maintain colonial exploitation of Lho peoples. They 
resort to whaLever means they can (colonial wars, mili-
1 ary blocs, conspiracies, terrorism, subversion,. economic 
pressure, bribery) to control llie newly-free counlrrns and Lo 
reduce the independence they have won Lo more form, or lo 
deprive them of that independence. Under lho guise of 
"aid", they are trying to retain their old posiLions in those 
countries and capture new ones, to exteud their social basis, 
lure the naLional bourgeoisie to their side, implant military 
despotic regimes and put obedient puppets in power. Using 
the poisoned weapon of naLional and Lrilrnl strife, the impe
rialists seek to split the ranks or the uational-liberation 
movement; reactionary groups of the local exploiting classes 
play Lh~ r?le of allies _of imperialism. 

Imper1alism thus remains the chief enemy and the chief 
obstacle to L~e solution of the national problems facing the 
yonng s~vere1g_n sta~es and all dependent counLries. 

A llaL10nul-hberaL1ou revolution does not eud with the 
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winning of political independence. Independence will be 
unstable and will become fictitious unless the revolution 
brings about radical changes in the social and economic 
spheres and solves the pressing problems of national 
rebirth. 

The working class is the most consistent fighter for the 
consummation of this revolution, for national interests 
a11d social progress. As industry develops, its ranks will 
swell and its role on the socio-political scene will increase. 
The alliance or llie working class and the peasantry is tho 
fund a mental condition for Lhe success of the struggle to carry 
out far-reaching democratic changes and achieve economic 
and social progress. This allia11ce must form the core of a 
broad national front. The extent to which the national 
bourgeoisie will take part in the anti-imperialist and anti
feudal struggle will depend in considerable measure on the 
solidity of the alliance of the working class and the peasant
ry. Tho national front embraces tho working class, the 
peasantry, lhe national bourgeoisie and the democratic 
intelligentsia. 

In many countries, the liberation movement of the peoples 
that have awakened proceeds under the flag of nationalism. 
Marxists-Leninisls draw a distinction between the national
ism of the oppressed nations and that of the oppressor na
tions. The nationalism of an oppressed nation contains a 
general democratic element directed against oppression, and 
Communists support it because they consider it historically 
justified at a given stage. That element finds expression in 
the striving of the oppressed peoples lo free themselves from 
imperialist oppression, to gain national independence and 
bring about a national renascence. But the nationalism of an 
oppressed nation has yet another aspect, one expressing tho 
ideology and interests of the reactionary exploiting top 
stratum. 

The national bourgeoisie is dual in character. In modern 
conditions the national bourgeoisie in those colonial, one
time colonial and dependent countries where it is not con
nected with the imperialist circles is objectively interested 
in ~ccomplishing the basic tasks of an anti-imperialist and 
anti-feudal rovoluLion. Its progressive rolo and its ability 
to participate in the solution of pressing national problems 
are, thereforn, not yet spent. 
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But as the contradictions between the working people 
and the propertied classes grow and the class struggle inside 
the country becomes more acute, the national bourgeoisie 
shows an increasing inclination to compromise with impe
rialism and domestic reaction. 

The development of the countries which have won thei1· 
freedom may be a complex multi-stage process. By virtue 
of varying historical and socio-economic conditions in the 
newly-free countries, the revolutionary effort of tho masses 
will impart many distinctive features to the forms and rates 
of their social progress. 

One of the basic questions confronting these peoples is, 
which road of development tho countries that have freed 
themselves from colonial tyranny arc to take, whethe1· lho 
ca pi ta list road or the non-capitalist. 

What can capitalism bring them? 
Capitalism is the road of suffering for the people. It will 

not ensure rapid economic progress nor elimina to poverty; 
social inequality will increase. The capitalist development 
of the countryside will ruin the peasantry still more. The 
workers will be fated either to engaging in back-breaking 
labour to enrich the capitalists, or to swelling the ranks of 
the disinherited army of the unemployed. The petty bourgeoi
sie will be crushed in competition with big capital. The bene
fits of culture and education will remain out of reach of the 
people. The intelligentsia will be compelled to sell its talent .. 

What can socialism bring the peoples? 
Socialism is the road to freedom and happiness for the 

peoples. It ensures rapid economic and cultural progress. 
It transforms a backward counlry into an industrial country 
within the lifetime of one generation and not in the course 
of centuries. Planned socialist economy is an economy of 
progress and prosperity by its very nature. Abolition of tho 
exploitation of man ~y man does away with social inc qua Ii ty. 
Unemployment disappears completely. SociaHsm provides 
all p~asants. with land, helps them to develop farming, 
combmes their labour efforts in voluntary co-operatives and 
P?ts modern agricultural machinery and agronomy at their 
d1spo~al. Peasant labour is made more productive and the 
l~nd 1s made more fertile. Socialism provides a high mate
rial and _cultural standard of living for the working class and 
all workrng people. Socialism lifts the people out of darkness 
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and ignorance and givrs them access to modern culture. Tho 
in lelligen tsia is offered ample opportunities for creative 
effort for the benefit of the people. 

It is for the peoples themselves to. decide which road they 
will choose. In view of tho present balance of the world 
forces and the actual feasibility of powerful support from 
the world socialist system, the peoples of the former colonies 
can decide this question in their own interest. Their choice 
will depend on the balance of the class forces. The non-capi
talist road of development is ensured by the struggle of the 
working class and the masses of the people, by the general 
democratic movomen t, and meets the interests of the abso
lute majority of the nation. 

The establishment and development of national democracies 
opens vast prospects for the peoples of tho economically under
developed countries. The political basis of a national democ
racy is n bloc of all the progressive, patl'iotic forces fighting 
to win complete national independence and broad democ
racy, and to consummate tho anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, 
democratic revolution. 

A steady growth of the class and national consciousness 
of tho masses is a characteristic of the present stage of social 
development. Tho imperialists persist in distorting the idea of 
national sovereignty, in emasculating it of its main content 
and in using it as a means of fomenting national egoism, im
planting a spirit of national exclusiveness and increasing 
national antagonisms. The democratic forces establish tho 
idea of na tionnl sovereign'ty in the name of oquali ty for the 
peoples, of their mutual trust, friendship and assistance and 
bf closer relations between them, in the name of social prog
ress. The idea of national sovereignty in its democratic sense 
becomes more and more firmly established; it acquires in
creasing significance and becomes an important factor in tho 
progressive development of society. 

The Communist parties are steadfastly carrying on an 
active strugglo to consummate the anti-imperialist, anti
feudal, democratic revolution, to establish a state of na
ti_onal d_emocracy and achieve social progress. The Commu
nist_s' ai,ms are in keeping with the supreme interests of the 
nat!on. The attempLs of reactionary circles to disrupt tho 
national_ front under the guise of anti-communism and their 
persecution of Communists lead to tho weakening of 
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the national-liberation movement and run counter to tho 
national interests of the peoples; they imperil the gains 
achieved. 

The national states become ever more ac ti vc as an inde
pendent force on the world scene; objectively, this force is 
in the main a progressive, revolutionary and anti- imperial
ist force. The countries and peoples that are now free from 
colonial oppression are to play a prominent part in tho 
prevention of a new world war-the focal problem of today. 
The time is past when imperialism could freely use the man
power and material resources of those countries in its pred
atory wars. The time has come when the peoples of those 
countries, breaking the resistance of the reactionary circles 
and those connected with the colonialisls, and overcoming 
the vacillation of the national bourgeoisir, can put their 
resources at the service of universal securi Ly and become a 
new bulwark of peace. This is what their own fundamental 
in Leresls and the interests of all peoples demand. 

The joining of the e(Jorts of the newly-free peoples and of 
the peoples of the socialist countries in the struggle against 
the war danger is a cardinal factor of world peace. This mighty 
frout, which expresse:s the will and strength of two-thirds 
of mankind, can force Lhe imperialist aggressors to re
treat. 

Tho socialist countries are sincere and lruo friends of 
peoples fighting for their liberal ion and of those lhat have 
freed themselves from imperialist tyranny, and render them 
all-round support. They stand for tho abolition of all forms 
of colonial oppression and vigorously promote Lhe strength
ening of the sovereignty of Lho stales rising on the ruins of 
colouial empires. 

The C.P.S.U. considers fraternal alliance wilh Lho peoples 
who have Lhrown off colonial or semi-colonial yoke to be 
a cor1wr-sLone of its international policy. This alliance is 
based on the common vital interests of world socialism and 
tho worl<l national-liberation movemout. Tho C.P.S.U. 
regards it as its internationalist duty Lo assist tho peoples 
who haYc sot out Lo win and sLronglhen their national indc
pendeuce, all peoples who are fightiug for the completo 
abolition of the colonial system. 



VII. THE STRUGGLE AGAINST BOURGEOIS 
AND REfORMIST IDEOLOGY 

A grim struggle is going on between Lwo ideologies
commuuist and bourgeois-in Lhe world today. This struggle 
is a reflecLion, in the spiritual life of mankind, of the hisLoric 
process of transiLion from capitalism to socialism. 

The new historical epoch has brougli t the revolutionary 
world outlook of t/ie proletariat a genuine triumplz. Marx
ism-Leninism has gripped the minds of progressiye 
mankind. 

Bourgeois docLrincs and schools ha Ye failed in the Lest 
ol' history. They have been and sLill are u11a\Jle Lo furnish 
sci en ti fie answers to the questions posed by Ii re. The bour
geoisie is no longer in a position Lo put forward ideas Lhat 
will induce the masses to follow iL. I\Iore and more people 
in the capitalist couutries are renouncing Lho bourgeois 
world outlook. Bourgeois ideology is experiencing a grave 
crisis. 

A revolutionary change in tho minds of vast masses is 
a long nnd complex process. Tho more victories the world 
socialist sysLem achieves, the dooper the crisis of world 
capitalism and the sharper the class slrugg-Jc, Lhe more im
portant becomes tho role of l\forxist-Leninist ideas in unify
ing and mobilising the masses to fight for communism. The 
ideological struggle is a mosL imporlauL clement of the clm,s 
struggle of the proletariat. 

Imperialist reaction mobilises every possible means to 
exert ideological influence on the masses as it allcmpts to 
denigrate communism and ils noble ideas and lo defend cap
italism. The chief ideological and political weapon of im
perinlism is anti-communism, which consists mainly in 
slandering the socialist system and distorting the policy 
and ob jecLi ves of the Communist pm·Li es and l\I arxisL-Leninist 
~heory. Under the false slogans of anti-comnn111ism, imperial-
1st reaction persecutes and hounds all that is progressive a11d 
revolutionary; it seeks Lo split. the ranks or the working peo
ple ai:id Lo paralyse the proletarians' will Lo fight. Rallied 
to this black banner today are all Lbe enemies of social 
progress: L_he finance oligarchy and tho military, the fascists 
anj reactionary clericals tho colonialists and landlords 
an all lhe ideological anci' political supporlers of imperialist 
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reaction. Anti-communism is a relleclion of the cxtremo 
decadence of bourgeois ideology. 

The defenders of Lhe bourgeois system, seeking to keep tho 
masses in spiritual bondage, invent new 'theories" designed 
to mask the exploiting character of tho bourgeois system 
and to embellish capitalism. They asscl't that modern cap
italism has changed its nature, that it has become "people's 
capitalism" in which property is "<li!Tused" and capital be
comes "democl'atic", that classes and class contradictio11s 
are disappearing, that "incomes are being equalised" and 
economic crises eliminated. In reality, however, tho devel
opment of modern capitalism confirms the accuracy of tho 
1\larxist-Leninist theory of the growing contradictions and 
antagonisms in capiLalist society and of the aggravation of 
the class struggle within it. 

The advocates of the bourgeois state call iL a "welfare 
state". They propagate tho illusion that the capitalist stato 
opposes monopolies and can achieve social harmony and 
universal well-being. But tho masses seo from their own 
experience that the bourgeois state is an obedient tool of 
the monopolies and that the vaunted "welfare" is welfare 
for the magnates of finance capital, and sufiering and torture 
for hundreds of millions of working mou. 

The "theoreticians" of anti-communism describe the impe
rialist countries as the "free world". In reality the "free world" 
is a world of exploitation and Jack of rights, a world where 
human dignity and national honour arc trampled underfoot, 
a world of obscurantism and political reaction, of rabid 
militarism and bloody reprisals against lhe working 
people. 

Monopoly capital engenders fascist ideology-tho ideol
ogy ~f extreme chauvinism and racism. Fascism in power 
is an overt terrorisLic dictatorship of the most reactionary, 
most chauvinistic and most imperialist eleme!).tS of finance 
capital. Fascism begins everywhere and always with vicious 
anti-communism to isolate and rout tho parties of the work
ing cla~s, to split the forces of the proletariat and defeat 
them prncemeal, and then to do away with all Lhe other dem
ocrati~ parties and organisations and turn the people into 
the ~!Jnd t?ol of the policy of the capitalist monopolies. 
Fascism strikes first of all at lhe Communist parties since 
they are the most consistent, staunch and incorruptible 
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defenders of the intoresls of the working class and all work
ing people. 

Imperialist react.ion makes extensive use of chauvinism 
and racism to inciLe nationalist and racial conflicts, persecute 
entire nationalities and races (anti-Semitism, racial dis
crimination against Negroes and the peoples of the under
developed countries), blunt the class consciousness of the 
working people and divert the proletariat and its allies 
from the class struggle. 

Clericalism is acquiring ever greater importance in the 
political and ideological arsenal of imperialism. The cler
icals do not confine themselves to using Lhe Church and its 
ramified machiuery. They now have their own big poliLical 
parLies which in mauy capitalist countries are in power. 
By seLLing up its own Lrade union, youth, women's and other 
organisaLions clericalism splits the ranks of the workiug 
class and all working people. Tho monopolies lavishly sub
sidiso clerical parties am! organisations, which exploit 
tho religious sentiments of tho working people and their 
superstitions and prejudices. 

Bourgeois ideology assumes a variety of forms and uses 
tho most diverse meLhods and means of deceiving the work
ing people. But they all boil down to the same thing
defence of the declining capitalist system. The ideas run
ning through tl~e. political a!ld ec?nomic theories of the 
modern bourgeo1s1e, through its philosophy and sociology, 
through its ethics and aesthetics, substantiate monopoly 
dominaLion, justify exploitation, defame social property 
and collectivism, glorify militarism and war, whitewash 
colonialism and racism, and foment enmity and hatred 
among tho peoples. 

Anti-communism is becoming the main instrument of 
reaction in ils struggle against the democratic forces of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. It is the meeting ground 
of imperialist ideology and tho ideology of the feudal, pro
imperialist elements and tho reactionary groups of the 
bourgeoisie of tho countries which have gained their freedom 
from colonial tyranny. 

The anti-popular circles of those countries seek to tone 
down the general democratic content of nationalism, to 
J?lay up its reactionary aspect, to push aside the democratic 
forces of the nation, to prevent social progress, and to hin-
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der the spread of scientific socialism. AL the same time Lhey 
advance theories of "sociali11m of the national type", prop
agate socio-philosophical doctrines that are, as a rule, 
so many variations of the petty-bourgeois illusion of social
ism, an illusion which rules out the class struggle. Those 
theories mislead the people, hamper the development or tho 
national-liberation movement and imperil its gains. 

National-democratic, anti-imperialist ideas are brcom
ing widespread in Lhe countries which have liberated them
selves from colonial oppression. The Communists and oth
er proponents of these ideas patiently explain to the masses 
the untenability of the illusion that national independence 
and social progress are possible without a determined struggle 
against imperialism and internal reaction. They come out 
actively against chauvinism and other manifestations 
of reactionary ideology, which justifies despotic regimes 
and the suppression of democracy. AL the same time tlto 
Communists act as exponents of the socialist ideology, rally
ing llie masses under tho banner of sci en ti fie socialism. 

Tllo ideological struggle of the imperialist bourgeoisie 
is spearheaded primarily against the working class and 
its .l\farxist-Leninist parties. Social-Democratism in the 
working-class movement and revisionism in the Communist 
movement reflect the bourgeois influence on the working 
class. 

The contemporary Right-wing Social-Democrats are the 
most important ideological and political prop of the bou~geoi
sie within the working-class movement. They eclecl1cally 
combine old opportunist ideas with the "latest" bourgeois 
theories. The Right Wing of Social-Democracy has_ complete
ly broken with Marxism and contraposed so-called democrat
ic so.cialism to scientific socialism. Its adherents deny tho 
existence of antagonistic classes and the class struggle in 
bourgeois society; they forcefully deny the necessity of 
the proletarian revolution and oppose the abolition of tho 
private ownership of lhe means of production. They assert 
that capitalism is being "transformed" into socialism. 

'.fhe ~ ight-wing Socialists began by advocating social 
reforms Ill place of lhe socialist revolution aud went as far 
~s to defend state-':'1onopoly capitalism. Ju the past lhcy 
1mpressccl on the mrnds of the proletariat that their dilTcr
ences wiLh revolutionary Marxism bore not so much on 
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the ultimate goal of the working-class movement as on tho 
ways of achieving it. Now they openly renounce socialism. 
Formerly the Right-wing Socialists refused to recognise the 
class struggle to the point of recognising the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. Today they deny, not only the existence 
of the class struggle in bourgeois society, but also the very 
existence of antagonistic classes. 

Historical expel"ience has shown the bankruptcy of both 
the ideology and the policy of Social-Democracy. Even when 
reformist parties come to power they limit themselves to 
partial reforms that do not affect the rule of tho monopoly 
bourgeoisie. Anti-communism has brought social reformism 
Lo an ideological and political impasse. This is ono of the 
maiu reasous for the crisis of Social-Democracy. 

l\Iarxism-Leninism is winning more and more victories. 
It is winning them because it expresses the vital interests 
of the working class, of the vast majority of mankind, which 
seeks peace, freedom and pr?gress, and because it expresses 
Urn ideology of tho new society succeeding capitalism. 

VIII. PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 
AND TilE STRUGGLE FOR WORLD PEACE 

The C.P.S.U. considers l~at the chief aim of ils foreign
policy activity is to _prov1~e P?aceful conditions for Lhe 
bnildiiw of a commumst socrnLy 1n the U.S.S.R. and devel
opiug LGc world socialist sys_tem, and t_ogelhcr with lhc other 
peace-loving peoples to deliver mankrnd lrom a world war 
of extermination. 

The C.P.S.U. maintains that forces capable of preserving 
and promoting universal peace have arisen and arc grow
ing in the world. Possibililies ~re arising for esseutially 
new relations between states. 

Imperialism knows no relations between states other 
than those of domination and subordination, of oppression 
of the weak by the strong. It bases internaLioual relatious 
on diktat and intimidation, on violence aud arbitrary rule. 
It regards wm·s of aggression as a natural means of scLLling 
international issues. For the imperialist countries diplo
macy has been, and remains, a tool for imposing their will 
upo11 ollwr uatious and preparing wars. AL Lim limo of tho 
undivided rule of imperialism the issue of war and peace 

53 



was settled by the finance and industrial oligarchy in Lhe ut
most secrecy from the peoples. 

Socialism contrasts imperialism with a new type of in
ternational relations. The foreign policy of Lhe socialist 
countries, which is based on the principles of peace, tho 
equality and self-determination of nations, and respect 
for the independence and sovereignty of all countries, as 
well as the fair, humane methods or socialist diplomacy, 
are exerting a growi11g influence on tho world situation. AL 
a time when imperialism no longer plays a dominant role in 
international relations, whilo the socialist system is playing 
an increasing role, and when the influence of the countries 
that have won national independence and of Lhe masses or 
the people in the capitalist countries has grown very consid
erably, il is becoming possible for Lhe new principles ad
vanced hy socialism to gain tl1c upper Jrnnd over the prin
ciples of aggressive imperialist policy. 

For the first time in history, a situation has arisen in which 
not only the big states, but also U10 small 011es, tho coun
tries which have chosen independent development, and al] 
the states w11ich want peace, are in a position, irrespective 
of their strength, to pursue an independent foreign policy. 

The issue of war and peace is the principal issue of today. 
Imperialism is the only source of the war clanger. The im
perialist camp is making preparations for the most terrible 
crime against mankind-a world thermonuclear war Lhat can 
bring unpreccdcnle<l destruction to entire countries and wipo 
out entire nations. The problem of war and peace has become 
a life-and-death problem for hundreds of millions of people. 

The peoples must concentrate their efforts ·on curbing 
the imperialists in good time and preventing them from 
making use of lethal weapous. The main thing is to ward 
of] a thermonuclear war to prevent it from breaking out. 
This can be done by th

1

e present generation. 
The consolidation of the Soviet state and tho formation 

of the world socialist system were historic steps towards 
the realisation of mankind's age-old dream of banishing 
wars from the lifo of society. In the socialist part of tho 
,vorl~ there are no classes or social groups interested iu 
startrng a _w;1r. Socialism, outstripping capitalism in a 
number o! important branches of science and technology, 
has supplied the peace-loving peoples with powerful mate-
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rial means of curbing imperialist aggression. CapILalism es
tablished its rule with fire and sword, but socialism does not 
require war to spread ils ideals. Its weapon is its superi
ority over the old sysLem in social organisation, political 
system, economy, the improvement of the standard of liv
ing and spiritual culture. 

The socialist system is a natural centre of attraction 
for Lhe peace-loving forces of the globe. Tho prind:ples of 
ils foreign policy are gaining ever greater international 
rccognilion and support. A vast peace zone has taken shapo 
on earth. In addition to the socialist countries, it includes 
a large group of non-socialist countries I.hat for various 
reasons are not interested in starting a war. The emer
gence of those countries in the arena of world polilics 
has substantially altered the balance of forces in favour of 
peace. 

Thero is a growing number of counLries that adhere Io 
a policy of neutrality and strive to safeguard themselves 
against the hazards of participation in aggressive military 
blocs. 

In the new historical epoch the masses have a far greater 
opportunity of actively intervening in t~rn settlement of in
ternational issues. The peoples arc Laking the solution of 
the problem of war and pea~e into Lheir own hands more 
and more vigorously. The a1~t1-war movement of the masses, 
which takes various fo~ms, 1s a n~ajor factor in the struggle 
for peace. The internaL1on~l working class, t~1e most uncom
promising and most c?1~s1sLen t fi_ghte~ agamst imperialist 
war, is the great org·amsmg force m this struggle of the peo
ple as a whole. 

Jt is possible to avert a world war by the combined .efforts 
of tho mighty socialist camp, the peace-loving non-socialist 
countries, the inLernational working class and all the forces 
championing peace. The growing superiority of the socialist 
forces over the forces of imperialism, of the forces of peace 
over those of war, will make iL actually possible to banish 
world war from the life of society even before the complete 
victory of socialism on earth, with capitalism survjving in 
a part of the world. The victory of socialism throughout Lhe 
world will do away completely with the social and national 
causes of all wars. To abolish war and establish everlasting 
peace on earth is a historic mission of communism. 
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General and complete disarmament under strict inlcr
national control is a radical way of guaranteeing a durable 
peace. Imperialism has imposed an unprecedented burden of 
armaments on the peoples. Socialism sees iLs duLy towards 
mankind in delivering H from this absurd waste of national 
wealth. The solution of Lhis problem would have historical 
significance for mankind. By an active and determined e/Tort 
the peoples can and mustforce the imperialists inlodisarma
ment. 

Socialism has o/Tered mankind the only reasonable prin
ciple of maintaining relations between states at a time when 
the world is divided into two sysLems-Llie principle of tho 
peaceful coexistence of states with different social systems, 
put forward by Lenin. 

Peaceful coexistence of the socialist and capitalist coun
tries is an objective necessity for the development of human 
society. War cannot and must not serve as a means of set
tling international disputes. Peaceful coexistence or disas
trous war-such is the alternative ofTered by history. Should 
the imperialisL aggressors nevertheless venture Lo sLarL a 
new world war, the peoples will no longer tolerate a system 
which drags them into devastating wars. They will sweep 
imperialism away and bury it. 

Peaceful coexistence implies renunciation of war as a 
means of settling international disputes, and their solution 
by nego.tiation; equality, mutual understanding and trust be
tween countries; consideration for each other's interests; non
interference in internal affairs; recogniLion of the right or 
every people lo solve all the problems of their cuunLry by 
themselves; strict respect for the sovereignty and territorial 
integdty of all countries; promotion of economic and cul
tural co-operation on the basis of complete equality and mu
tual benefit. 

Peaceful coexistence serves as a basis for the peaceful 
co~petition between socialism and capitalism on an inLer
nat10nal scale and constitutes a speci fie form of cl ass strug
gle between the1:11. As they consistently pursue the policy 
of peacefu) coexistence, the socialist countries are steadily 
strengthemng tho positions of the world ·socialist system i;1 
its competition wilh capitalism. Peaceful coexislence a!Tords 
more favourable opportunities for the struggle or Lhe worki 1w 
class in ~he capitalist countries and facilitates the struggl~ 
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of the peoples of Lhe colonial and dependent counLries for 
their liberaLion. Support for the principle of peaceful coexist
ence is also in keeping with Lhe inLerests of that secLion 
of the bourgeoisie which realises that a thermonuclear war 
would not spare the ruling classes of capitalist society either. 
The policy of peaceful coexistence is in accord with the vi
tal interests of all man kind, except the big monopoly mag
nates and Lhe militarisls. 

The Soviet Univn has consistently pursued, and will con
tinue to pursue, the policy of the peaceful coexistence of siates 
with di{Jerent social systems. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union advances the 
following tasks in the field of international relations: 

to use, together with the other socialist countries, peace
ful states and peoples, every means of 11.reventing world 
war and providing conditions for the complete banishment 
of war from the life of society; 

to pursue a policy of e~tablishing sound international 
relations, and work for the disbandment of all military blocs 
opposing each oLher, Lhe ~isconLinuance of the "cold war" 
and tho propaganda of en~1ty and hatred among the nations, 
and the abolition of all au, naval, rocket, and ot.her mili
tary bases on foreign territory; 

1,0 work for general and complete disarmament under 
strict international control; 

Lo strengthen relations of fraternal friendship and close 
co-operation with the ~ountries o~ Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America which are fighLrng lo altarn or consolidate nation
al independence, with all peoples and states that advo
cate the preservation of peace; 

to pursue an active and consistent policy of improving 
and developing relations with all capitalist countries, in
cluding the United States of America, Great Britain, France, 
the Federal Ilepublic of Germany, Japan, and Italy, with 
a view to safeguarding peace; . 

to contribute in every way to the militant solidarity of 
all contingents and organisations of the international work
ing class, which oppose the im:Perialist policy of war; 

steadfastly Lo pursue a policy of consolidating all tho 
forces fight.ing against war. All the organisations and par
ties that strive Lo avert war, the neutralist and pacifist 
movements and the bourgeois circles Lhat advocate peace 
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and normal relations between countries will meet with un
derstanding and support on the part of the Soviet Union; 

to pursue a policy of developing international co-opera
tion in the fields of trade, cultural relations, science, an<l 
technology; 

to be highly vigilant with regard to the aggressive circles, 
which are intent on violating peace; to expose, in good 
time, the initiators of military adventures; to take all neces
sary steps to safeguard the security and inviolability of 
our socialist country and Lhe socialist camp as a ·whole. 

The C.P .S. U. and the Soviet people as a whole will con
tinue to oppose aJl wars of conquest, including wars between 
capitalist countries, and local wars aimed at strangling 
people's emancipation moYements, and consider it their 
duty to support .the sacred struggle of the oppressed peoples 
and their just anti-imperialist wars of liberation. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union will hold 
high the banner of peace and friendship among· the nations. 



PAR,T T,vo 

THE TASKS 
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION 

IN BUILDING A COl\lMUNIST SOCIETY 

Communism-the Bright Future of All Mankind 

The building of a communist society has become an imme
diale practical task for the Soviet people. The gradual devel
opment or socialism into communism is an objective law; 
it has been prepared by the development of Soviet socialist 
socieLy LhroughouL Lhc preceding period. 

,vhat is communism? 
Communism is a classless social system with one form of 

public ownership of the means of production and full social 
equality of all members of society; under it, the all-round 
development of people will be accompanied by the growth of 
the producti'l;e forces through continuous progress in science and 
technology; all the springs of co-operative wealth will fiow more 
abundantly, and the great principle "From each according to 
his ability, to each according to his needs" will be implement
ed. Communism is a highly organised society of free, so
cially conscious working people in which public self-govern
ment will be established, a society in which labour for the 
good of society will become the prime vital requirement of 
ez:eryone, a necessity recognised by one and all, and the abil
ity of each person will be employed to the greatest benefit 
of the people. 

A high degree of communist consciousness, industry, 
discipline, and devotion to the public interest are qualities 
typifying the man of communist society. 

Communism ensures the conLinuous development of so
cial production and rising labour productivity through rapid 
scientific and technological progress; it equips man with tho 
best and most powerful machines, greatly increases his pow
er over naLure and enables him to control its elemental 
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forces to an ever greater extent. The social economy reaches 
the highest stage of planned organisation, and the most effec
tiYe and rational use is made of the material wealth and 
labour reserves to meet tho growing requirements of the 
members of society. 

Under communism there will be no classes, and the socio
economic and cultural distinctions, and differences in living 
conditions, between town and couulrysicle will disappear; the 
countryside will rise to the level of the Lown in the develop
ment of the productive forces and tbe 11at.ure of work, tho 
forms of production relations, living conditions and the well
being of the population. With the victory of communism 
mental and physical labour will mergo organically in tho 
prnduction activity of people. Tlie intelligeutsia will no long
er bo a distinct social stratum. ',,Yorkers by hand will 
have risen in cultural and technological standards Lo the lev
el of workers by brain. 

T.lrns, communism will put an end to the division of socie
ty into classes and social strata, whereas the whole hislory of 
mankind, with tho exception of its primitive period, was ono 
of class society, Division into opposing classes led 
to Urn exploitation of man by man, class struggle, and 
autagonisms between nations and slates. 

Under communism all people will haYe equal status in 
society, will stand in the same relation Lo the means of pro
duction, will enjoy equal couditious of work and distribu
tion, and will actively participate iu the management of 
public affairs. Harmonious relations wi II be esLahlishecl be
l.\veen the inclividual and society on tho basis of the u11ity of 
public and personal interests. For all Lheir cliversily, tho 
requirements of people will express lite souud, reasonable 
reqaircments of the fully developed person. 

The purpose of communist productiou is to ensure unin
tcnupled progress of society and Lo provide all its members 
with material and cultural benefits accordint to their grow
ing needs, their individual requirements and tastes. People's 
requirements will be satisfied from public sources. Articles 
of personal use will be in the full owuershi p of each 
member of society and will be at his disposal. 

Com:r1;mnisL society, which is based 011 highly organised 
production _and advanced technology, alters the churactcr of 
work, but 1t does not release the members of society from 
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work. It, will by no means be a society of anarchy, idleness 
nnd inaclivity. Every able-bodied person will participaLe in 
social labour and thereby ensure the steady growth oft.he 
material and spiritual wealth of society. Thanks to the changed 
character of Jabour, its better technical equipment and 
the high degree of consciousness of all members of society, 
the I alter will work willingly for Lhe public benefit, according 
to their own inclinaLions. 

Communist, produclion demands high standards of organi
sation, precision and discipline, which are ensured, not by 
compulsion, but through an understanding of public duty, 
and are deLermined by the whole pattern of life in commu
nist socicLy. Labour and discipline will not be a burden lo 
people; labour will no longer be a mere source of livelihood 
-it will be a genuinely creative process and a source of joy. 

Communism represents the highest form of organisation 
of public life. All produclion units and self-governing asso
ciations will be harmoniously uniLed in a common planned 
economy and a uniform rhythm of social labour. 

Undel' communism the naLious will draw closer and closer 
together in nil spheres on the basis of a complete identity 
of economic, political and spiritual interests, of fraternal 
friendship and co-operation. 

Communism is the system under which Lhe abiliLies and 
talents or free man, his best moral qualities, blossom forth 
nnd reveal Lhemselves in full. Family relations will be freed 
once and for all from material considerations and will be 
based solely on mutual love and friendship. 

In defining the basic tasks to be accomplished in build
ing a communist society, the Party is guided by Lenin's 
great formula: "Communism is Soviet power plus the electri
fication of the whole country." 

The C. P .S. U. being a party of scientific communism, pro
poses and ful fits the tasks or communist consLrucLion in 
step with the preparation and maturing of the material and 
spiritual prerequisites, consideri11g Lhat it would be \Hong 
to jump over necessary stages of development, and that it 
would be equally wrong to halt at an achieved level and thus 
check progress. The building of communism must be carried 
out by successive stages. 

In the current decade (19131-70) the Soviet Union, in 
creating the material and technical basis of communism, will 
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surpass the strongest and richest capitalist country, the 
U.S.A., in production per head of population; the people's 
standard of living and their cultural and technical stand
ards will improve substantially; everyone will live in easy 
circumstances; all collective and state farms will become 
highly productive and profitable enterprises; tho demand of 
Soviet people for well-appointed housing will, in the main, 
be satisfied; hard physical work will disappear; the U.S.S.ll. 
will have the shortest working day. 

The material and technical basis of communism will bo 
built up by the end of the second decade (1971-80), ensuring 
an abundance of material and cultural values for the wholo 
population; Soviet society will come close to a stage where 
it can introduce the principle of distribution according to 
needs, and there will be a gradual transition to one form of 
ownership-public ownership. Thus, a communist society 
will in the main be built in the U.S.S.R. The construction of 
communist society will be fully completed in the subscquen t 
period. 

The majestic edifice of communism is being erected by tho 
persevering effort of the Soviet people-the working class, 
the peasantry and the intelligentsia. The more successful 
their work, the closer the great goal-communist society. 

I. THE TASKS OF THE PARTY 
IN TIIE ECONOMIC FIELD 

AND IN TIIE CREATION AND PROMOTION 
OF TIIE MATERIAL AND TECHNICAL BASIS OF COl\li'\IUNISjl 

The main economic task of the Party and the Soviet people 
is to create the material and technical b.asis of communism, 
witLin two decades. This means complete electrification of 
the country and perfection on this basis of the techniques, 
technologies, and organisation of social pro~uction in all 
the fields of the national economy; comprehensive mechani
sat~on of production operations and a growing degree of 
their automation; widespread use of chemistry in the na
tional eco°:.omy; vigorous development of new, economi
cally effective b_ranchcs of production, new types of power 
and new materials; all-round and rational utilisation of 
na_tural, material and labour resources; organic fusion of 
science and production, and rapid scientific and technical 
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progress; a high cultural and tech11ical level for the working 
people; and substantial superiority over the more developed 
capitalist countries in productivity of labour, which consti
tutes the most important prerequisite for the victory of the 
communist system. 

As a result, the U.S.S.R. will possess productive forces 
of unparalleled might; it will surpass the technical level of 
tho most developed countries and occupy first place in the 
,,;orld in per capita production. This will serve as a basis 
for tho gradual transformation of socialist social relations 
into communist relations and for a development of 
production that will make it possible to meet in abundance 
the requirements of society and all its members. 

In contrast lo capitalism, the planned socialist system 
of economy combines accelerated technical progress with 
tho full employment of all able-bodied citizens. Automation 
and comprehensive mechanisation serve as a material basis 
for the gradual development of socialist labour into commu
nist labour. Technical progress will require higher standards 
of production and a higher level of the vocational and gener
al education of all working people. The new machinery will 
Le used to improve radically the Soviet people's working 
conditions, and make them much easier, to reduce tho length 
of the working day, to improve living conditions, eliminate 
hard physical work and, su_bsequen~ly, ~11 unskilled lab~ur. 

The material and technical basis will develop and im
prove continuously together with the evolution of society to
,var<ls the complete tl"iumph of communism. The level of de
velopment of science and technology, and the degree of mech
anisation and automation of production operations, will 
steadily rise. 

The creation of the material and technical basis of com-
munism will call for huge investments. The task is to uti
lise these investments most rationally and economically, 
with the maximum effect and gain of lime. 

1. THE DEVELOPI\IENT OF INDUSTnY, DUILDlNG, 
TnANSPORT, AND THEIR noLE ·IN CREATING THE PnODUCTl\'E 

FORCES OF COl\fl\lUNISM 

The creation of the ma torial and technical basis of comm:u
n ism, the task of making Soviet industry technologically 
the best and strongest in the world call for the further de-
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velopment of heavy industry. On this basis, all the other 
branches of the national economy-agriculture, the consum
er goods industries, the building industry, transport and 
communica Lions, as well as the branches directly concerned 
with services for the population-trade, public catering, 
health, housing, and communal services-will he technical
ly re-equipped. 

A first-class heavy industry, the basis for the country's 
technical progress and economic might has been built up in 
the Soviet Union. The C.P.S.U. will conlinue to devote un
flagging attention to the growth of heavy industry and its 
technical progress. The main task of heavy industry is to 
meet all the needs of the country's defence and to ensure the 
development of industries pL"Oducing consumer goods, so as 
to satisfy better and in full the requirements of the people, 
the vital demands of Soviet man, and to effect. the develop
ment of the country's productive forces. 

With these aims in view, the C.P.S. U. plans the following 
increases in total industrial output: 

within the current 10 years, by approximately 150 per cent, 
exceeding the level of U.S. industrial output; 

within 20 years, by not less than 500 per cent, leaving the 
present overall volume of U.S. industrial output far behind. 

To achieve this, it is necessary to raise productivity of 
labour in industry by more than 100 per cent within 10 
years, and by 300-350 per cent within 20 years. In 20 years' 
time labour productivity in Soviet industry will excecu 
the present level of labour productivity in the U.S.A. Ly 
roughly 100 per cent, and considerably more in terms of per
hour output, due to the reduction of the working day in the 
U.S.S.R. 
· Such an intensive development of industry will call for 

major progressive changes in its structure. The role of new 
Lrn11ches ensuring the greatest technical progress will grow 
very considerably. The less effective fuels, types of power 
raw ancl semi-manufactured materials will be increasingly 
supers_edo_d by highly effective ones, and their comprehensive 
use will rncrease greatly. The share of syn the tic materials 
metals and alloys with new properties ·will increase consider: 
ably• New types of automatic and electronic machinery, in
struments and apparatus will be rapidly introduced on a 
large scale. 
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Electrification, which is the pivot of the economic con
struction of communist society ,plays a key role in the develop
ment of all economic branches and in Lhe efYecling of all 
modern technological progress. It is thel'efore important to 
ensure the priority development of electr.ic power output. 
The plan for the elect1·ification of the country provides for 
an almost threefold increase in the power capacity per 
industrial worker within the present decade; a considerable 
expansion of induslries with a high rate of power consump
tion through the supply of cheap power; and extensivo 
electrification of transport, agriculture and the hous0hold 
in town and countryside. The electrification of the country 
will on the whole be completed in the course of the s0con<l 

decade. 
The annual output of electricity must be brought up to 

about 900,000-1,000,000 million kwh by the end of the 
first decade, and to 2,700,000-3,000,000 million kwh. 
by the end of the second de7ade. For this it will be nec0ssary 
in the course of 20 years to 111c1·ease acco1·dingly the installed 
capacities of electric power plants and to build hundreds of 
thousands of kilometres of high-tension tl'ansmission and dis
t ··bution lines throughout the countl'y. A single power gl'id 
/ 1 the whole U.S.S.R. will be built and will have sufficient 
or . ty reserves to ti·ansmi t electric po,ver from the eastern 

~ap_acis to the European part of the countl'y; it will link up 
iegwn 'd f tl · 1· · . 

1 
the power gr1 s o o ier socia 1st countnes. 

WI t i l 1 I · As atomic ener~y Je~_omes c ~caper, t 10 co~stru~t1on of 
. po,~•er stations will be expanded, especially 111 areas 

atomic d 1 . . . other power som·ces, an t 10 use of atomic energy 
poor 111 • th t· 1 · a· · 
f acefl,l purposes rn e na 10na economy, rn me 1crno 
or pee . . 

and science will increase. 
Tl further rapid expansion of the output of metals and 

f z 10 the basis of modern industry, remains one of the major 
ue s, •c tasks. Within 20 years metallurgy will develop 

ccononu 1 2-0 ·11· f l . ff' ·ently to produce a JOut v mi 10n tons o stee a 
su ic1 r II tI . . 
v Steel output must cover u Y 10 grnwrng reqmrements 
J ear· · d . tl h h l . of Lhe national econo~y m acc?r ance w1 . 1 t e te_c no og1-
cal progress achieved Lil t~at penod. The outpu_t of light, non
ferrous and rare metals_ will g~ow very_ ~ppr;crnbly;_ the ?ut
put of aluminium and its use m electrification, engmecrmg, 
building, and the household will consi?e~ably increase. A 
steady effort will be made to ensure pnor1 ty development 
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. of oil and gas productio~ as these ii ems. will. be used 
increasingly as raw materials for the chemical i?dustry. 
Coal, gas, and oil extracli_on must meet the requireme?ls 
of the national economy m full. The most progressive 
and economic methods of extracling mineral fuels are to be 

·applied extensively. 
One of the most important tasks is the all-round devel

opment of the chemical industry, and the full use in all eco-
. nomic fields of the achievements of modern chemistry. 
This provides greater opportunities to increase the national 
wealth and the output of new, helter and cheaper capital 
and consumer goods. Metal, wood, and other materials will 

. he iQ.creasingly replaced by economical, durable, light syn
thetic materials. The output of mineral fertilisers and 
chemical weed and pest killers will rise sharply. 

Of primary importance for the technical re-equipment 
of the en tire national economy is the development of me
chanical engineering, with special stress laid on the accel
erated production of automated production lines and ma
chines, automatic, telemechanic and electronic devices and 

· precision instruments. The designing of highly efficient 
machines consuming less raw materials and power and lead
ing to higher productivity of labour will make rapid prog
ress. The requirements of the national economy in all types 
of modern machines, machine tools and apparatus, 
as well as spare parts and instruments will be met 

. in full. 
The development of mechanical engineering in the first 

decade will serve as the basis for comprehensive mechanisa
tion in industry, agriculture, building, transport, and in 
tbe municipal economy. Comprehensive mechanisation 
will exclude manual loading and unloading jobs and strnn
uous labour in both the basic and auxiliary operations. 

In the 20 years comprehensive automatiQn will be effected 
on a mass scale, with increasing emphasis on fully automated 
shop_s and factories, making for high technical and economic 
effi.c10ncy. In t!·oduction of the very la Lest systems of au tomat
ed control will be speeded up. Cybemclics, electronic com-

. p_uter a_nd cont~ol ~ystems will be widely applied in produc
t10~ prncesses rn rndu~try, hu_ilding and transport, in sci
entific research, planmng, designing, accounting statisl" 
and management. ' ics, 
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The vast scope of capital construction calls for the rap
id development and technological modernisa lion of the 
building and building materials industry up to a level meet
ing the requirements of the national economy, for a maxi
mum reduction of building schedules and costs, and an im
provement of the quali Ly of building Lhrnugh its continuous 
industrialisation; it is essential to go over completely at 
the earliest possible Lime to erecting wholly prefabricated 
buildings and slruclures of standard design made of large' 
prcfabrica ted clements. 

The C.P.S.U. will concentrate its efforts on ensuring a 
rapid increase in the out.put of consumer goods. The growing 
resources of industry must be used more and more to fully 
meet all the requirements of Soviet people and to build and· 
equip enterprises und establishments catering to the house
hold and cultural needs of the population. Along with the 
accelerated development of all branches of the light and food 
industries, the share of consumer goods in the output of 
heavy industry will also increase. More electricity and gas 
will be supplied to the population. 

The growth of the national economy will call for the 
accelerated development of all transport facilities. The 
most important tasks in the sphere of transport are: expan
sion of transport and road construction to meet in full the 
requirements of the national economy und the population in, 
all modes of transport; flll'ther modernisation of the railways 
und other transport systems; a considerable increase of the 
speed of rail, sea and river traffic; the co-ordina led develop
ment of all types of transport as components of a single trans
port network. The share of pipe transport will increase. 

A single deep-water system will link tho main inland 
waterways of tho European part of the U.S.S.R. 

A ramified network of modern roads will be built through
out the country. The automobile fleet will increase suf
ficiently to fully meet freight and passenger requirements; 
car hire centres will he organised on a large scale. Air trans
port will become a means of mass passenger traffic ex tending 
to all parts of the country. 

Up-to-date jet engineering will develop rapidly, above 
all in air transport., as well as in space exploration. 

All means of communication (post, radio and television, 
telephone and telegraph) will be developed slill more. All 
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regions of the counLry will have relia~le communicaLions 
and a link-ur1 system of television staL10ns. 

Full-scale communist construction calls for a more ra
tional geographic distribution of Lhe indust'.ries in order Lo sav~ 
social labour and ensure the comprehensive development ol 
areas and the specialisation of their. in_d:1stries, do_ a~vay 
with the overpopulation of big cities, Iac1htate Lhe eltm~na
tion of essenlial disLincLions beL,veen town and counlrys1de, 
and further even ouL Lhe economic levels of difTerent parts of 
the country. . . . 

To gain Lime, priority will be given_ lo developrng easily 
exploited natural resources that provide llrn greuLest eco
nomic elTect. 

The industry in the areas Lo Lhe east of tl1e Urals, where 
there arc imme11sc natural riches, raw material and power 
resources, will expand greatly. 

The following must be achieved within tho nexL 20 years: 
in Siberia and Kazakhstan-the creation ol' new power 
bases using deposi Ls of cheap coal or Lhe waler-power re
sources of Lbe Angara and Yenisei rivers; Urn organisation 
of big centres of power-consuming industries, Lhc develop
ment of ne,v rich ore, oil, and coal deposits; and Lhc consLruc
tion of a number of new largo machine-building ce11Lrcs; 
in areas along Urn Volga, in Lhe Urals, North Caucasus, and 
Central Asia-the rapid development of Lhe power, oil, 
gas, and chemical induslries and Lhe devfllopment of ore 
deposits. Alongside the development of the existing old 
metallurgical centres in Lhe Urals and the Ukraine, the 
comrileLion is envisaged of Lhe country's Lhird metallurgical 
base in Siberia, and the building of L,vo new ones: in the ccm
Lral European part of the U.S.S.R., utilising the iron oro 
of_ Lhe Kursk ironfields, and_ in Kazakhstan. Soviet people 
w_1ll he able lo car~·y out darmg plans to change Lhe courses 
of some norlh_e~n. rivers and regulate Lheir discharge for the 
purpose of util1srng vast waler resources for the irrigation 
and watering of arid areas. 

Th~ economy in Lhe European part of the U.S.S.R. which 
con Lams ~l~e hulk o~ Lhe population and where there arc great 
opporturn Lies lo_r mcreased industrial ouLpuL, will make 
Jurther substantial progress. 

The m~ximum_ accel~ration of sci_entific and engineering 
progress is a ma7or natw_nal task which calls for daily effort 
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lo reduce the time spent on designing new machinery and 
introducing i_t in industry. It is necessary to promote in 
every way Lhe initiaLive of economic councils, enterprises, 
social organisations, scientists, engineers, designers, workers 
and colJecLive farmers in creaLing and applying new techni
cal improvemenLs. Of utmost importance is lhe material 
and moral slimulatiou of mass invenLion and rationalisa
tion movements, of enterprises, shops, slale and collective 
farms, teams, and innovators who master the production of 
new machinery and utilise it skilfully. 

The Pat'Ly will do everything lo enhance the role of science 
in the building of communist society; it will encourage re
search to discover new possibili lies for the development of 
the productive forces, and Lhe rapid and extensive applica
tion of the latcsL scienlilic and technical ach:cvenienLs; 
a decisive advancement in expcrimeutal work, including 
research direcLly at enterprises, and Lhe efficient organisa
tion of scienLific and teclrnical informalion and of the whole 
system of studying and disseminating progressive SovieL 
and foreign methods. Science will itsell' iu fulI measure 
become a direct productive force. 

The constant impro1:ement in the technology of aII in
dustries and production branches is a requisite for their 
development. Technological progress will make man's la
bour easier, facilitate substantial intcusificaLion and acce
leration of production and give it the highest degree of pre
cision, will facilitate the slandardisalion of mass production 
items and maximum use of production lines. Machining 
will be supplcmenLed and, when necessary, replaced by 
chemical methods, the technological use of clccLrici ty, elcc
trochemislry, etc.; radio-electronics, scm i conducLors and 
ultrasound will occupy a more and more important place in 
production techniques. The conslrnclion of new, technically 
up-lo-date enterprises will proceed side by side with Lhe 
reconstruction of those now in existence and the replacement 
and modernisation of their equipment. 

Tho development of the specialisation and co-operation, 
and appropriate combination of related enterprises is a most 
important condition for technical progress and tho rational 
organisation of social labour. Articles of simi Jar 1.ype should 
be manufactured mainly at large specialised plauts, with 
provision for their most rational geographic dislribution. 
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New techniques and the reducLion of lhe working ?ay 
call for a higher leliel in the organisation of work. T?~hmcal 
progress and better organisaLion must be full~ ut1hscd Lo 
increase labour producLivi Ly and reduce producl1?n cosls ~t 
every enterprise. This implies a higher raLe of mcrease 1~ 
labour productivity as compared with the rate of ~rowt_h o! 
wages, better rate-fixing, prevention of loss of workrng time, 
and operation on a profitable basis in all sectors of produc-
tion. · 

1\fost important wi1l be systematic improvement of the 
qualifications of those working in industry and other 
branches of the economy in conneclion with technical 
progress. The planned training, instruction and rational 
employment of those rclcasecl from various jobs and trans
ferred to other jobs due lo mcclrn11isation and automation 
arc essential. 

Existing enterprises wi1l be improved and developed into 
enterprises of communist society. Typical of this process 
will be new machinery, high standards of production organi
sation and efficiency through increased automation of pro
duction operations ancl the introduction of automation into 
control; an improvemenL of the cultural aud leclmical 
stanclards of the workers, the increasing fusion of physical 
and mental labour and the growing proporLion of engineers 
and technicians in every indusLrial enterprise; the expan
sion of r?sea_rch, and clos~r links between enterprises and 
research rnst1 tules; promotion of lhe emulation movement 
the application of the achievements of science and th~ 
best forms of la_b~ur organisation and best methocls of raising 
labour_ prod~cL1v1ty, the extensive participation of workers' 
collect1ves Ill the management of enterprises and the 
SJJreading of communist forms of labour. ' 

2. THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURI!: 
AND SOCIAL llELATIONS IN TUE COUNTRYSIDE 

Alo_ng wilh a p~werful_ industry, a flourishing, versatile 
and lughl~ p~oducL1ve agric~dlure is an imperative condition 
for Lhe build 111g of com1~rnmsm. T?e Party organises a great 
development of productive forces rn agriculture which will 
make it possi~le lo accomplish two ~asic, clo'sely rel a Led 
tasks: (a) to build up an ab~ndance of high-quality food prod-
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ucts for the population and of raw materials for industry, 
and (b) to elTect the gradual lransiLiou of social relations in 
the Soviet countryside to communist relations and elimi
nate, in lhe maiu, the distinctions between Lown and 
country. 

The chief means of achieving progress in agriculture and 
satisfying the growing needs of the country iu farm produce 
arc comprehensive mechanisation and consistent intensi
fication: high el'ficieucy of crop farming and stock-breeding 
based on science and progressive experience in all kolkhozes 
and stale farms, a steep rise in tlie yielding capacity of all 
crops and grealer output per hectare with the minimum out
lay of labour and funds. On this basis, it is necessary lo achieve 
an unintermillent growth of agricultural pro<luclion in 
keeping with the needs of society. Agriculture will approach 
the level of industry in technical equipment and the organi
sation of production; farm labour will turn into a variety of 
industrial Jabour, and the dependence of agriculture upon the 
elements will decrease considerably, and ultimately drop 
lo a minimum. 

The development of virgin and disused land and estab
lishment of new large-scale state farms, the reorganisation 
oJ the machine and tractor stations, the sale of implements 
of production Lo the collectiYe farms, inlroducliou of new 
planning procedures, and the enhancement of material in
centives for agricultural workers-all constituted an im
portant stage in the development of agriculture. Tlie Party 
will continue to devole cousiderable aUention to the devel
opment of agricullure in the virgin and disused land de
velopment areas. 

The further advance of the countryside to communism 
will proceed through the development and improvement of 
the two forms of socialist farming-the kolkhozes and stale 
farms. 

The kolldwz system is an integral part of Soviet socialist 
society. It is a way charled by V. I. Lenin for the gradual 
transition of the peasantry Lo communism; it has stood tho 
test of history and conforms lo the distinctive features of 
the peas au try. 

Kolkhoz farming accords in full with the level and needs 
of the development of modern productive forces in the 
countryside, and makes possible elTective use of new machiu-
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cry and the achievements of science, and rational employ
ment of manpower. The kolkhoz blends the personal mter
ests of the peasants with common, nation-wide interests, 
individual with collective interest in the results of produc
tion and oITers exte11si ve opportunities for raising the in
com~s and the well-being of peasants on the basis of growing 
labour productivily. It is essenlia] to make the most of the 
possibilities and advantages of the kolkhoz system. By virLue 
of the social form of its economy - iLs organisational structure 
and its democratic groundwork -which will develop more 
and more, the kolkhoz ensures that production is run by the 
kolkhoz members themselves, that Lheir creative initiative is 
enhanced and that the collective [armers are educated in the 
communist spirit. The kolkhoz is a school of communism fo1· 
the peasantry. 

Economic advancement of Lhe kolkhoz system creates con
ditions for the gradual rapprochement and, in the long run, 
also for the merging of kolkhoz property and the property 
of the whole people inLo one communist property. 

The state farms, which are the leading socialist agri
cultural enterprises, play an ever increasing role in the 
development of agriculture. The state farms must serve the 
kolkhozes as a model of pr?gressive, scienLifically-managed, 
economically profitable social production, of high efficiency 
and labour productivity. 

The C.P .S. U. proceeds from Lhe fact that the further con
solidation of the unbreakable alliance of the working class 
and the kolkhoz peasantry is of crucial political and socio
economic importance for Lhe building of communism in 
the U.S.S.R. 

A. ~uildiog up an a~undance of agricultural produce. 
In order fully to satisfy the requirements of tho entire 

population and _of lhe_ naLional economy in agricultural pro
duce, the task 1s lo rncrease tho aggregate volume of agri
~ultural production in 10 years by about 150 per cent, and 
111 20 ye;ars by 25~ per cent. Agricultural output must keep 
ahead of the grow1 ng demand. ln the first decade the Soviet 
Un(on will outstrip the United States in output of tho key 
agricultural products per head o[ population. 

Accelerated growth of grain production is the chief link 
in the Jurthcr development of all agriculture and a basis 
for the rapid growth of stoc~-breeding. The aggregate grain 
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crops will more than <louble in twenty years, and their 
yielding capacity will double. The output of wheat, maize, 
cereal and leguminous crnps will increase subsLan
Lially. 

1,irestock breeding will denlop at a rapid rate. The out
put of animal products will rise: meat about threefold 
i11 Lhe first Len years an<l uearly fourfold iu twenty years, 
and mi I k more Lhan double in the first decade and nearly 
threefold in Lwcnty years. The planned increase in the 
oulput of animal producLs will be achieved by incre:1s
iug tho cattle and poultry population, improving stock 
and prod ucti vi Ly, and Luilcl ing up rcli able fodder re
sources, chiefly maize, sugar-beet, fodder beaus, and other 
crops. 

Productivity of labollr in agriculture will rise not less 
Lhan 150 per ceut in Len years, and frrn- Lo sixfold in twen
ty years. The rapid rise or Lim productivity of farm labour
at a higher rate than -iu i11clustry-will serve to eliminale 
the lag of agriculture behind induslry and will turn it inlo 
a highly developed branch of the economy of communist 
society. 

The further mechanisation of agriculture, introduction of 
compre/iensi1:e mechanisation and use of automatic devices 
and highly efficient and economical machinery adapted Lo 
the conditions of each zone will be the basis for the growth 
of productivity of farm labour. 

_The Party considers rapid electrificati?n of agriculture ono 
0 1_ the most important tasks. All state !arms and kolkhoz~s 
will be supplied electric power for production and dom~st,c 
purposes, from the state power grid and from power statwns 
Lo Le built in the countryside. . 

. The technical re-equipment of agriculture must comh 111:0 

wi~h the most progressive forms and method~ of th~ orgar_n
sation of labour and production and L-he m_aximum impr_0 ':~ 

lllent of the cultural and technical educat.1011 of farm "o!k 
ers. '.fhere will be increasingly more _q_uali~ed workers w1lh 
spec1~l agricultural lraining and proficient Ill the use of new 
lll.aclunery in the kolkhozes and state farms. Good care and 
f~intenance or agricultural machinery and its highly ef-
icient use aro extremely important. . 

~o ensure high, stable, steadily increasm~ harveslS, t.o 
deliver agricul Lure from the banel'ul effects o1 Lhe elcmenl:,, 
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especially droughts, to steeply raise land fcrLiliLy, and Lo 
rapidly advance livestock breeding, it is necessary:_ . 

Lo eiTect a scientifically expedient distribution ot agncul
ture by natural-economic zones and cl istricts, and a more thor
ough and stable specialisation of agriculture with pr!o_rity 
given Lo the type of farm product where Lhe bes~ cond_1L1ons 
for it exist and Lhe greatest saving i11 outlay 1s acb1eved; 

to introduce on all collective a11d sLate farms a scientifically 
motivated system of land cultivation and animal husbandry 
consistent with local condi lions and wilh Lhe specialisation of 
each farm, ensuring lhe most cffeclive use of the laud and the 
most economically expedient combination of branches,. Lho 
best structure of crop acreage with the subs ti tu tion of high
yielding and valuable crops for crops of Ii Ltlo value and 
those giving low yields; to ensure that every kolkhoz and 
state farm master the most advanced methods of crop farm
ing with the application of efficient crop rotation and sow 
high-grade seed only; to build up reliable fodder resources 
in all districts and to introduce tbe foremost stock-breeding 
trchniques in kolkhozes and state farms; 

to effect a rational introduction of chemicals in all branches 
of agriculture, to meet all its needs in mineral fertilis
ers and chemical and biological means of combating weeds, 
blights, diseases and plant and animal pests, and to ensure 
the best use of local fertilisers in all collective and state farms; 

to apply broadly biological achievements, and especially 
micr?biology, which is assuming ever greater importance for 
the improvement of soil fertility; 

to carry through a far-flung irriaation programme: lo 
irrigate and water millions of hecta1~s of new land in the 
arid areas and improve existing irrigated farming; to ex
pand field-protective afforestation building of water re-. . ' 
servous, watenng of pastures and meliora Lion of over-
moist land; and to combat sysLomalically th!:! water and 
wind erosion of soil. Considerable attention will be devoted 
to the conservation and rational use of forests, water reser
voirs, and other natural resomces, and lo their re-stocking 
and development. 

_The Party will promote the development of agricultural 
sctence, focus L!1e creative efforts of scientists on the key 
problems of agncultural progress, and work for the practical 
application and extensive introduction of the achievements 
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of science and progressive production experience in crop 
farming a11d stock-breeding. Research institutions and experi
mental stations are to become important links in agricultu
ral managemon t, and sci en tis ts and specialists must become 
the dirnct organisers of farm production. Each region or group 
of regions of the same zonal type should have agricultural 
research cc>n tres, with their own large-scale farms and up-to
dato matc>rial and technical resources, to work out recom
mendations for collective and state farms applicable to tho 
given district. Agricultural research and educational estab
lishments and institutions must be chiefly located in rural 
areas and be directly associated with farm production, so 
that students may loam while working and work while learn
ing. 

B. Kolkhozes and state farms on the road to commu
nism; remoulding social relations in the countryside. 

Tho economic basis for tho development of kolkhozes and 
state farms lies in tho continuous growth and best use of 
their productive forces, improvement of the organisation of 

. production and methods of management, steady rise of labour 
productivity and strict observance of the principle: higher 
payment for good work, for better results. On this basis 
the kolkhozes and state farms will become to an increasing 
degree enterprises of the communist type in production 
relations, character of labour, and the living and cultural 
standards of their personnel. 

The policy of the Party in relation to the kolkhozes is 
based on blending country-wide interests with the material 
interest of the kolkhozos and their members in the results 
of their labour. The state will promote the growth of the 
productive forces of the kolkhoz system and the economic 
advancement of all kolkhozcs; concurrently, tho kolkhoz 
peasantry must contribute more widely to the building of 
communist society. 

Tho state will ensure the full satisfaction of the needs 
of tho kolkhozcs in modern machinery, spare parts, chemi
cals, and other means of production, will train new hundreds 
of thousands of skilled farm workers, and will considerably 
increase capital investments in tho countryside, in addition 
to the greater investments which the collective farms will 
themselves make. Tho amount of manufactured goods made 
available to tho countryside will increase greatly. 
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Strict observance of their contracted con~mitmc? ts. lo the 
t te by the kolkhozes and their members 1s an rnnolable 

;r~nciple of their participation in the development of tile 
national economy. . . . 

The system of state purchasing must aun at rncreas111g 
the amount and improving _the quality of the agricultural 

roducts bought, on the basis of an all-round advancement 
~f kolkhoz farming. It is essential to co-ordinate the plan
ning of state purchases an_d Lhc yroduction pl_ans of the ko~
khozes, with utmost cons1deral1on for the lillOrrsts of agn
cultural production, its proper distribution and specialisation. 

The policy in the sphcrn of stare purchrn;ing prices of 
agricultural produce and state selling prices of means of 
production for the counl-rys1dc _mus~ take ac_count of the 
interests of extended reproducl10n rn both rndustry and 
ao-riculture and of the need to accumulate funds in the kol
khozes. It is essential that the level of state purchasing 
prices encourage the kolkhozes to raise labour productivity 
and reduce production expenses, since greater farm output 
and lower production costs arc the basis of greater incomes. 
for the kolkhozes. 

The proper ratio of accumulation and consumption in the 
distribution of incomes is a prerequisite of successful kol
khoz development. The kolkhozes cannot develop without 
continuously extending their commonly-owned assets for 
production, insurance, cultural and community needs. At 
the same time, it must be a standing rule for every kolkhoz 
to raise its members' incomes from collective farming and to 
enhance their living standard as labour productivity rises. 

Great importance atlaches to improved methods of rate 
st tling and labour remuneration at kolkhozes, supplementary 
remuneration of labour, and other inccnti ves to obtain 
b_etter production results. Increasingly equal economic condi
tions mu~ t _be provided to irn prove the incomes of kol
~hoz~s ex1strng under unequal natural-economic conditions 
ID d!fferen t zones, and also within the zones, in order to 
put rnto effect more consistently the principle of equal pay 
for equal "'.ork on a scale embracing the entire kolkhoz sys
tei_n. _Farmrng on all collective farms must be based on tho 
pn nc1ple of profitability. 

In its_ org~_nisational work and economic policy, the 
Party will stnve to overcome the lag of the economically 
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weak kolkhozes and to turn all kolkhozes into economically 
slrnng, high-income farms in the course of the next few years. 
The Party sols lho task of conlinuously improving and edu
cating kolkhoz personnel, of ensuring the further extension 
of kolkhoz democracy and promoting the principle of collec
tivism in mai1agemont. 

As Lhe kolkhozes develop, their basic production facilities 
will expand, and modern technical means will become 
dominant. 

The economic advancement of lhe kolkhozes will make it 
possible to perfect kolkhoz internal relations: to raise the 
degree to which production is socialised; to bring the rate 
setting, organisation and payment of labour closer to the 
level and the forms employed at state enterprises and effect 
a transi Lion to a guaranteed monthly income; to develop 
community services more broadly (public catering, kinder-
gartens and nmseries, and other services, etc.). • 

At a certain point tho collective production at kolkhozes 
will achieve a level at which it will fully satisfy members' 
requirements. On this basis, supplementary individual farm
ing will grndually become economically unnecessary. "When 
collective production at the kolkhozes is able to replace in 
full proclucLion on the supplementary individual plots 
of the kolkhoz members, when the collective farmers see for 
themselves that their supplementary individual farming is 
unprofitable, they will give it up of their own accord. 

As the productive forces increase, inter-kolkhoz produc
tion Lies will develop and the socialisation of production 
will transcend the limits of individual kolkhozes. The build
ing, jointly by several kolkhozes, of enterprises and cul
tural and welfare institutions, state-kolkhoz power sta
tions and enterprises for the primary processing, storage, 
and transportation of farm products, for various types of 
building, the manufacture of building materials and 
elements, etc., should be encouraged. As the commonly-owned 
assets increase, the kolkhozes will participate more and 
more in establishing enterprises and cultural and welfare in
stitutions for general public use, boarding-schools, clubs, 
hospitals and holiday homes. All these developments, which 
must proceed 611 a voluntary basis and when the necessary 
economic conditions are available, will gradually impart to 
kolkhoz-co-operative property the nature of public property. 
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The state farms have a long way to travel in their devel
opment-to increase production and improve its quality 
continuously, to concentrate on attaining high rates of growlh 
of labour productivity, to steadily reduce production costs 
and raise farm profi tabili Ly. This calls for the economically 
expedient specialisation of state farms. Their role in supply
ing food to the urban population will grow. They must be
come mechanised and well-organised first-class factories of 
grain, cotton, meat, milk, wool, vegetables, fruit, and other 
products, and must develop seed fanning and pure-strain ani
mal husbandry to the utmost. 

The material and technical basis of the state farms will 
be extended and improved, and the living and cultural condi
tions at the state farms will approach those in towns. State
farm management should follow a more and more democrat
ic pattern which will allot a greater role to the personnel, 
to ,teneral meetings and production conferences, in deciding 
production, cultural and other community issues. 

As the kolkhozes and slate farms develop, their production 
ties with each other and with local induslrial enterprises 
will grow stronger. The practice of jointly organising vari
ous enterprises will expand. This will ensure a fuller and 
more balanced use of manpower and production resources 
throughout the year, raise the productivity of social la
bour and enhance the living and cultural standards of the 
population. Agrarian-industrial associations will gradually 
emerge wherever economically expedient, in which, given 
appropriate specialisation and co-operation of agricultural 
and industrial enterprises, agriculture will combine organi
cally with the industrial processing of. its produce, 

As production in collective and state farms develops and 
social relations within them advance, agriculture rises to a 
higher level, affording the possibility of transition to com
munist forms of production and distribution. The kolkhozes 
will draw level in economic conditions with -tirn nation
ally-owned agricultural enterprises. They will turn into 
highly devel~p~d mechanised farms. By vii tue of high la
bour product1 v1 ty all kolkhozcs will become economically 
powerful_. Kolk?oz members will he adequately provided 
and their reqmremcnts fully satisfied out of collcctive
f~rn~ production. Tl~~y will hav_c the _services of catering es
tablishments, bakeucs, laundnes, krndorgartens and nur-
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series, clubs, libraries, and sports grounds. The payment 
of labom will he the same as at nationally-owned enterprises; 
they will enjoy all forms of social security (pensions, 
holidays, etc.) out of kolkhoz and state fonds. 

Gradually, the kolkhoz villages will grow into amal
gamated mban communities with modern housing facili
ties, public amenities and services, and cultural and medi
cal institutions. The rural population will ultimately draw 
level with the urban population in cultural and living con
di lions. 

Elimination of socio-economic and cultural distinctions 
between town and country and of di{ferences in their living con
ditions will be one of the greatest gains of communist con
struction. 

3, MANAGEMENT OF THE NATIONAL ECONO:\IY AND PLANNING 

The building of the material and technical basis of com
munism calls for a continuous improvement in economic 
management and planning. Chief emphasis at all levels of 
planning and economic management must be laid on the 
most rational and effective use of tho material, labour and 
financial resources and natural wealth and on the elimination 
of excessive expenditure and of losses. The immutable law of 
economic development is to achieve in the interests of society 
the highest results at the lowest cost. In the improvement of 
economic management utmost stress is to be laid on making 
the apparatus of management simpler and cheaper to run. 

Planning must at all levels concentrate on tho rapid de
velopment and introduction of new techniques. It is essential 
that progressive, scientifically subslantialod norms for the use 
of means of production be continuously improved and 
strictly observed in all sectors of the national economy. 

The Party attaches prime importance to more effec
tive investments, the choice of.the most profitable and econom
ical trends in- capital construction, achievement of the 
maximum growth of output per invested ruble, and reduction 
of the time lapse between investment and return. It is neces
sary continuously to improve the structure of capital invest
ments and to expand that portion of them which is spent on 
equipment, machinery, and machine tools. 

It should be an immutable condition of planning and eco
nomic organisation to concentrate investments in the decisivo 
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sectors of industry, to eliminate scattering of allocations and 
to accelerate the commissioning of projects in construction. 

Continuous improvement of the quality of output is an im
perative requirement of economic development. The quality 
of goods produced by Soviet enterprises must be considerably 
higher than that of the best capitalist enterprises. For 
this purpose, it is necessary to apply a wide range of meas
ures, including public control, and to enhance the role of 
quality indexes in planning, in the assessment of the ,vork 
of enterprises and in socialist emulation. . 

Communist construction presupposes the maximum devel
opment of democratic principles of management coupled 
with a -strengthening and improvement of centralised econom
ic management by the state. The economic independence and 
the rights of local organs and enterprises will continue to ex
pand within the framework of the single national economic 
plan. Plans and recommendations made at lower levels, be
ginning with enterprises, must play an increasing role in 
planning. 

Centralised planning should chiefly concentrate on work
ing out and ensuring the fulfilment of the key targets of the 
economic plans with the greatest consideration paid to re
commendations made at lower levels; on co-ordinating and 
dovetailing plans drawn up locally; on spreading scientific 
and technical achievements and advanced production experi
ence; on enforcing a single state policy in the spheres of techni
cal progress, capital investment, distribution of industry, 
payment of labour, prices, and finance, and a unified system 
of accounting and statistics. 

It is essential that the national economy develop on a 
strictly proportionate basis, that economic disproportions 
are prevented in good time, ensuring sufficient economic 
reserves as a condition for stable high rates of economic 
development, uninterrupted operation of enterprises and 
continuous improvement of the people's well-befog. 

The growing scale of the national economy, the rapid de
velopment of science and technology call for an improvement 
of t~e ~cientific level ~f pl_a~ming, d~signing, accounting and 
statistic~. A hotter scientific, techmcal and economic sub
stantiat10n of the plans will ensure their greater stability 
which also presupposes timely correction and amendment of 
plans in the course of their fulfilment. Planning must 
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be continuous, the annual and long-term plans must be 
organically integrated, and the funds and material and tech
nical resources must be provided for. 

Firm and consistent discipline, day-to-day contL·ol, and 
determincu elimination of elements of parochialism and of 
a narrow departmental approach in economic affairs are 
necessary conditions for successful communist construc
tion. 

There must be a further expansion of the role and respon
sibility of local bodies in economic management. The trans
fer of a number of functions of econo~1ic management by 
the all-Union bodies to those of the republics, by republican 
bodies to those of Lhe regions and by rBgional bodies to those 
of the districts should be continued. It is necessary to im
prove the work of the economic councils as the most viable 
form of management in industry and building conforming 
to tho present level of the productive forces. The improve
ment of the work of economic councils within the economic 
administration areas will also be accompanied by greater co
ordination of tho work of the economic bodies, in order 
better to organise the planned, comprehensive economic 
development of such major economic areas as the Urals, 
the Volgaside area, West Siberia, East Siberia, the Far 
East, Transcaucasia, the Baltic area, Central Asia, etc. 

Extension of the operative independence and initia
tive of enterprises on the basis of the slate-plan targets is 
essential in order to mobilise untapped resources and make 
more effective use of capital investments, production facil
ities and finances. It is necessary to enhance the role of en
terprises and stimulate their interest in introducing the 
latest machinery and using the production capacities to the 
utmost. 

The selection, training and promotion of people who di
rectly head enterprises and kolkhozes, who organise and man
age production, are of decisive importance in economic 
management. The sphere of material production is the main 
sphere in the life of society; the most capable people must, 
therefore, be given leading posts at enterprises. , 

The direct and most active participation of trade unions 
in elab0rating and realising economic plans, in matters con
cerning the labour of factory and office workers, in setting 
up organs of economic administration and of management of 
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enterprises, niust be extended more and more at the big centres 
and lhe localities. The role of the collectives of factory and 
office workers in matters concerning the work of enterprises 
must be enhanced. 

In the process of communist construction economic man
agement will make use of material and moral incentives 
for high production figures. Proper combination of material 
and moral labour incentives is a great creative factor in 
the struggle for communism. In the course of the advance 
to communism the importance of moral labour incentives, 
public recognition of achieved results and the sense of respon
sibility of each for tho common cause will become continu
ously greater. 

The entire system of planning and assessing the work 
of central and local organisations, enterprises and collec
tive farms must stimulate their interest in highei· plan tar
gets and the maximum dissemination of progressive produc
tion experience. Initiative and successes in finding and 
using now ways of improving the quantitative and quali
tative indexes of production should be specially encouraged. 

There must be a continuous improvement in rate setting, 
the system of labour payments and bonuses, in the finan
cial control over the quantity and quality of work, in the 
elimination of levelling, and the stimulation of collective 
forms of material incentives raising the interest of each 
employee in the high efficiency of the enterprise as a whole. 

It is necessary in communist construction to make full 
use of commodity-money relations in keeping with their 
new content in the socialist period. In this, such instru
ments of economic development as cost accounting, money, 
price, production cost, profit, trade, credit, and finance play 
a big part. With the transition to the single communist 
form of people's property and the communist system of dis
tribution, commodity-money relations will become eco-
nomically outdated and will wither away. · 

~he important role o_f the ~tate bud~et in distributing the 
social ~roduct and national mc~me will prevail throughout 
the penod of full-scale commumst construction. There will 
be a furt_her ~trengthen~ng of the monetary and credit system, 
a co?solidat10n of Sovrnt currency, a ~teady rise of the pm
chasmg power of the ruble nnd an increase in the impor
tance of the rublo in the international arena . 

. 
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It is necessary to promote profitable operation of enter
prises, to work for economy and thrift, reduction of losses, 
lower production costs and higher prnfitability. The price 
system should be continuously improved in conformity with 
the tasks of communist construction, technical progress, 
growth of production and consumption, and the reduction of 
production expenditures. Prices must, to a growing extent, 
reflect the socially-necessary outlays of labour, ensure return 
of production and circulation expenditures and a certain 
prnfit for each normally operating enterprise. Systematic, 
economically justified price reductions based on growth of 
labour productivity and reduction of prnduclion costs are 
the main trend of the price policy in the period of communist 
construction. 

Soviet society possesses immense national assets. For 
this reason, the role of accounting and control over the 
maintenance and proper use of the national wealth increases. 
Thrift, the proper use of every ruble belonging to the people, 
competent expenditure of funds, the continuous improvement 
of planning and methods of management, improvement of 
organisation and conscious discipline, and development of 
the initiative of the people are powerful means of accelerat
ing the advance of Soviet society to communism. 

II. TilE TASl{S OF THE PARTY IN II\IPROVING 
THE LIVING STANDARD OF THE PEOPLE 

The heroic labour of the Soviet people has produced 
a powerful and versatile economy. There is now every possi
bility to improve rapidly the living standard of the entire 
population-the workers, peasants, and intellectuals. The 
C.P .S. U. sets the historically important task of achieving 
in the Soviet Union a living standard higher than that of 
any of the capitalist countries. 

This task will be effected by: (a) raising individual pay
ment according to the quantity and quality of work <lone, 
coupled with reduclion of retail prices and abolition of laxes 
pai<l by the population; (b) increase of the public consump
tion fund intended fo1· the satisfaction of Lhe require
ments of members of society irrespcclivo of the quantity 
and quality of their labour, that is, free of charge (educa
tion, medical treatment, pensions, maintenance of children 
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at children's institutions, transition to cost-free use of 
public amenities, etc.). . . 

The rise of the real incomes of the population ,vill ho 
outstripped by a rapid increase in the amount of commodi
ties and services, and by extensive construction of dwellings 
and cultural and service buildings. 

Soviet people will be more prosperous than wo!'l.:ing people 
in the developed capitalist countries even if average in
comes will be equal, because in the Soviet Union the national 
income is distributed in Lhe inle1·esl.s of all members of 
society and there are no parasitical classes as in the bour
geois countries who appropriate and squander immense 
wealth plunden~d from millions of working people. 

The Party acts upon Lenin's thesis that communist 
construction must he based upon the principle of material 
incentive. In tho coming twenty years payment according 
to one's work will remain the principal source for satis
fying tho material and cultural needs of the working 
people. 

The disparity between high and comparatively low 
incomes must be steadily reduced. Increasingly greater 
numbers of unskilled personnel will become skilled, and tho 
diminishing difference in proficiency and labour productivity 
will be accompanied by a steady reduction of disparities in 
the level of pay. As the living standard of the entire popula
tion rises, low income levels will approach the higher, and tho 
disparity between tho incomes of peasants and workers, low
paid and high-paid personnel and of tho populations of 
different parts of tho country, will gradually shrink. 

At tho same time, as the country advances towards commu
nism, personal needs will be increasingly met out of public 
consumption funds, whose rate of growth will exceed the 
rate of growth of payments for labour. The transition to 
communist distribution will be completed after the principle 
of distribution according to one's work will oi.1tlivo itself 
that is, when thel'e will be an abundance of material and cul~ 
t~ral wealth and labour will become a prime necessity of 
life for all members of society . 
. (a) Provision of a high_ level of income and consump

tion for lhe whole population. Expansion of trnde. 
The national income of the U.S.S.R. in tho next ten years 

will increase nearly 150 per cont, and about 400 per cent in 
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twenty years. The real income per head of population will 
increase by more than 250 per cent in twenly years. In the 
first decade already the real incomes of all factory, prnfession
al and office workers (including public funds) per employed 
person will, on the average, he almost doubled, and the in
comes of the low-paid brackets of factory and office- workers 
will increase approximately 3-fold. Thus, by the end of the 
first decade there will he no low-paid brackets of factory 
and office workers in the country. 

By virlue of higher rates of growth of the lRbour productiv
ity of collective farmers their real incomes will grow more 
rapidly than the incomes of factory workers, and will, on 
a11 average per employed person, more than double in the 
next ten years and increase more than fourfold in twenty 
years. 

The wages of such numerically large sections of the Soviet 
intelligentsia as engineers and technicians, agronomisls and 
stock-breeding experts, teachers, medical and cultural 
workers, will rise considerably. 

As the incomes of the population grow, the general level 
of popular consumption will rise rapidly. The entire popula
tion will he able adequately to satisfy its need in high
quality and varied foodstuffs. The share of animal products 
(meat, fats, dairy produce), fruit, and high-grade vegeta
bles in popular consumption will rise substantially in the 
near future. The demand of all sections of the population 
fo1· high-quality consumer goods-attractive and durable 
clothes, footwear and goods improving and adorning the daily 
life of Soviet people, such as comfortable modern furniture, 
up-to-date domestic goods, a wide range of goods for cul
tural purposes, etc.-will be amply satisfied. Production of 
motor-cars will be considerably extended to service the popu
lation. 

Output of consumer goods must meet the growing consum.:. 
er demand in full, and must conform to its changes. Timely 
output of goods in accordance with the varied demand of 
the population, with consideration for local, national and 
climatic conditions, is an imperative requirement for all the 
consumer industries. 

Soviet trade will be further developed as a necessary con
dition to meeting the growing requirements of the people. 
Good shopping facilities will be made available throughout 
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the country, and progressive forms of trading will 
be widely applied. The material and technical basis of 
Soviet trade-the network of shops, warehouses, refrigera
tors and vegetable stores-will be extended. 

Consumer co-operatives, which are to improve trade 
in the countryside and to organise sales of surplus agri
cultural produce, will develop. Collective-farm trade will 
lose none of its importance. 

An abundance of material and cultural benefits for the 
whole population wiil he attained in tho course of the second 
decade, and material prerequisites will be created for the 
transition in the period to follow Lo the communist principle 
of distribution according to need. 

(b) Solution of the housing problem and improve~ent of 
Jiving conditions. The C.P.S.U. sets the task of solvrng the 
most acute problem in the improvement of the well-being 
of the Soviet people-the housing problem. In the course of 
tho first decade an end will he put to the housing shortage in 
tho country. Families that are still housed in overcrowded 
and substandard dwellings, ,vill get new flats. At tho end of 
the second decade, every family, including newlyweds, will 
have a comfortable flat conforming to the requiremcnls of 
hygiene and cultural living. Peasant houses of the old type 
will, in the main, give place to new modern dwellings, or
wherever possible-they will be rebuilt and appropriately 
improved. In the course of the second decade housing will 
gradually become rent-free for all ci tizcns. 

Town building, architecture and planning aimed at 
designing modern, comfortable towns and communities, 
industrial projects, dwellings and public buildings economi
cal to build and to mainlain, arc acquiring great importance. 
Towns and communities must constitute a rational and com
prehensive organisat~on _of ir~dust1·ial zones, residential areas, 
public and cultural 111st1tut10ns, communal services, trans
port, engineering equipment and power sources-cnsudng the 
best possible conditions for labour, life and leisure. 

An extensive programme of public-services construction 
and of irnprovemenls in all towns and workers' estates will be 
c?rried ou~ in the ?~mir!g period, which will involve comple
tion of their olectn f1ca t10n,. the_ necessary gasi ficalion, provi
sion of telephone cornmu111cat1ons, public transport facili
ties, waterworks, sewerage, and measures for tho further 
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improvemerit of sanitary conditions in towns and other popu
lated localities, including tree planting, pond building, and 
effective measures to combat air, soil and water pollution. 
Well-appointed small and middle-size towns will be in
creasingly developed, making for better and healthier living 
conditions. 

Public transport facilities (tramways, buses, trolley
buses, and subways) will become free in the course of the 
second decade, and at the end of it such public amenities 
as water, gas, and heating will also be free. 

(c) Reduclion of working hours and the further improve
ment of working conditions. In the coming ten years the coun
try will go over to a six-hour working day with one day oIT a 
week, or a 35-hour working week with t,vo days off, and on 
underground jobs and enterprises with harmful working con
ditions to a five-hour working day or a 30-hour five-day 
working week. 

Ily virtue of a corresponding rise in labour productivity, 
transition to a still shorter working week will be begun in 
the second decade. 

The Soviet Union will thus have the world's shortest and, 
concurrently, the most productive and highest-paid work
ing day. Working people will have much more leisure time, 
and this will add to their opportunities of improving their 
cultural and technical level. 

The length of the annual paid holidays of working people 
will be increased together with the reduction of the working 
day. Gradually the minimum length of leave for all indus
trial, professional and office workers will increase to three 
weeks and subsequently to one month. Paid holidays will 
be gradually extended also to collective farmers. 

All-round measures to make working conditions healthier 
and lighter constitute an important task in improving the 
well-being of the people. Modern means of labour safety and 
hygiene designed to prevent occupat.ionnl injuries and dis
eases will be introduced at all enterprises. Night shifts will 
be gradually abolished at enterprises, save those where 
round-tho-clock operation is required by tho product.ion 
process or the need to service tho popula lion. 

( cl) Heallh services and measures for increased Jong-evily. 
The socialist sLate is the only state which undertakes to pro
tect and continuously improve tho health of tho whole popu-
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lation. This is provided for by a system of 7ocio-economic 
and medical measures. There will be an extensive programme 
designed to prevent and sharply redu~e diseases, wi~e out 
mass infectious diseases and further rncrease longevity. 

The needs of the urban and rural population in all forms 
of highly-qualified medical services will be met in full. This 
will call for the extensive building of medical institutions, 
including hospitals and sanatoria, the equipment of all medi
cal institutions with modern appliances, and regular medi
cal check-ups for the entire population. Special emphasis 
must be laid on extending in town and country the network 
of mother-and-child health institutions (maternity homes, 
medical consultation centres, children's health homes and 
hospitals, forest schools, elc.). 

In addition to the existing free medical services, accommo
dation of sick persons at sanatoria and the dispensing of 
medicines will become grntuitous. 

In order to afford the population an opportunity to rest in 
an out-of-town environment, holiday homes, boarding
houses, country hotels, and tourist camps will be built., 
where working people will be accommodated at a reasonable 
charge or by way of a bonus, as well as at a discount or 
gratis. 

The Party considers it a most important task to ensure 
the education from early childhood of a sound young gener
ation harmoniously developed physically and spiritually. 
This calls for utmost encouragement of all forms of mass 
sport and physical training, specifically at schools, and for 
llrawing greatet· and greater sections of the population, 
particularly the youth, into sports. . 

(e) Improvement of family living conditions and of the 
position of women. Maintenance of children and incapacitated 
people at public expense. The remnants of tho uneq·ual posi
tion of women in domestic life must be totally eliminated. 
Social and living conditions must be proviaed to enable 
women to combine happy motherhood with increasino-ly ac
tive and creative participation in social labour and soiial ac
tivities, and in scientific and artistic pursuits. Women 
must be given relatively lighter and yet sufficiently well
paid jobs. ConliuemenL leave will be extended. 

It is essenti~l to provide conditions to reduce and light
en the domestic work of ~omen, and later to make pos-
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siblo the replacement of domestic work by public forms of 
satisfying the daily needs of the family. Up-to-date in
expensive domestic machinery, appliances, and electrical 
devices will be made extensively available for this purpose; 
the needs of the population in service establishments will be 
fully met in Lhe next few years. 

The extension of public ca le ring, including canteens at 
enterprises, institutions, and in big dwelling houses, until 
it meets the demands of the population, calls for special 
attention. The service at catering establishments and the 
quality of catering must be radically improved, so that 
meals at public catering establishments should be tasty and 
nourishing and should cost the family less than meals 
cooked at home. Price reductions in public catering will 
keep ahead of price reductions for foodstuffs in the shops. 
By virtue of all this public catering will be able to take 
precedence over home cooking within 10-15 years. 

The transition to free public catering (midday meals) 
at enterprises and institutions, and for collective farmers 
at work, will begin in Lhe second decade. 

A happy childhood for every child is one of the most im
porLant and noble aspects of communist construction. Tho 
development of a ramified network of children's institutions 
will make it possible for more and more families, and in Lhe 
second decade for every family, to keep children and adoles
cents free of charge at children's establishments if they so 
desire. Tho Party considers it essential Lhat everything 
should be done Lo fully meet in the next few years the demand 
in children's pre-school institutions. 

In town and country there will be: full and cost-free 
satisfacLion of the populaLion 's need in nurseries, kindergar
tens, playgrounds, day-care schools and young pioneer camps; 
lhe mass provision of an extensive network of boarding
schools with free maintenance of children; free hot meals at 
all schools, introduction of after-school hours with free 
dinners for school children, and free issue of uniforms 
and school supplies. 

In keeping with the growLh or the national income_, t~o 
organs of state, the trade unions, and the kolkhozes will m 
the course of the twenty years gradually undertake mainte
nance of all citizens incapacitated through old age or some 
disability. Sickness and disability grants and old-age peu-
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sions will be exlended to kolkhoz members; old-age and 
disability pensions wiJJ be steadily raised. The number of 
comfortable homes for old people and invalids providing 
free accommodation for all applicants will be greatly in
creased in town and country. 

By fulfilling the tasks set by the Party for . the in:z,prov_e
ment of the well-being of the pt:ople, the S01'.zet Um~n w_ill 
make considerable headway towards the practical rcal1satwn 
of the communist principle of distribntion according to 
need. 

At the end of the twenLy years public consumption funds 
will total about half of the aggregate real income of the pop
ulation. This will make it possible Lo efTect at public ex
pense: 

free maintenance of children at children's institutions 
and hoarding-schools (if parents wish); 

maintenance of disabled people; 
free education at all educational establishments; 
free medical services for all citizens, including the supply 

of medicines and the treatment of sick persons at sanatoria; 
rent-free housing and free communal services; 
free municipal transport facilities; 
free use of some types of public services; 
steady reduction of charges for, and, partially, free use 

of holiday homes, boarding-houses, tourist camps and 
sports facilities; 

increasingly broad provision of the population with 
benefiLs, privileges antl scholarships (grants to umnarried 
mothers, mothers of many children, scholarships for stu
dents); 

gradual introduction of free public catering (midday 
meals) at enterprises and institutions, and for collective 
farmers at work. 

The Soviet state will thus demonstrate to the world a 
truly ful! satisfaction of the growing material and cul
tural requirements of man. The living standard or Soviet 
J_JCople w~ll improve all the faster, Lhe fasLer Lhe productive 
forces o! the country develop and labour productivity 
grows, and the more broadly the creative·energy oft.he Soviet 
people comes into play. 

The set programme can be fulfilled with success under con
ditions of peace. Complicatious in Lhc internaLional sil.ua-
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Lion and the resultant necessity t.o increase defence expen
ditures may hold up the fulfilment of the plans for raising 
Lhe living standard or tlie people. An enduring normali
sation of international relations, reduction of military ex
penditures and, in particular, Lhe realisation or general and 
complete disarmament unde1· an appropriate agreement 
between countries, would make it possible greatly 
to surpass the plans for raising Urn people's living stand
ard. 

The fulfilment of lhe grand programme of improving tho 
living standard of the Soviet people will have a world-wide 
historic impact. The Party calls on the Soviet people to work 
perseveringly, with inspiration. Every one of the working 
people of Lhe Soviet Union must do his duty in the building 
of u communist society and in lhe effort to fulfil Lhe 
programme for Lhe improvement of the people's living 
standard. 

III. THE TASKS OF THE PARTY IN TUE SPHERES 
OF STATE DEVELOPMENT AND THE FURTHER 

PROMOTION OF SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY 

The dictatorship of the proletariat, born of the socialist 
revolution, played an epoch-making role by ensuring 
Lhe victory of socialism in Lho U.S.S.R. In the course of 
socialist construction, however, it underwent changes. 
After Lhe cxploi Ling classes had been abolished, the 
function of suppressing their resistance ceased to exist. The 
chief functions of Lhe socialist state-organisation of Lho 
economy, culture and etlucaLion-developed in full measure. 
The socialist state entered a new period of its development. 
The state began to grow over into a nation-wide organisation 
of the working people of socialist society. Proletarian 
democracy was growing more and more inlo a socialist 
democracy of the people as a whole. 

The working class is the only class in history that docs 
not aim Lo perpetuate its power. Having brought about the 
complete and fiual victory of socialism-the first phase 
of communism-and Lhe transition of society Lo lhe full
scale construction of communism, lhe dictatorship of the 
proletariat has fulfilled ils historic mission a11d has ceased 
Lo be indispensable in the U.S.S.R. from the point of view 
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of the tasks of internal development. The stale, which 
arose as a state of the dictatorship of lhe proletariat, has, 
in the new, contemporary stage, become a stale of the entire 
people, an organ expressing the interests and will of the 
people as a whole. Since Lhe working class is the foremost 
and best organised force of Soviet society, it plays a leading 
role also in the period of the full-scale construcLion of commu
nism. The working class will have completed ils role of 
leader of society after communism is built and classes 
disappear. 

The Party holds that the dictatorship of lhe working 
class will cease to be necessary before lhe state wi lhers 
away. The state as au organisation of the eulire people 
will survive unLil the complete victory of communism. 
Expressing the will of lhe people, i L musl orgauise the 
building up of Lhe malerial and lechnical basis of communism, 
and the lransformation of socialist relalions iulo communist 
relaLions, must exercise control over Lhe measure of work 
aud the measure of consumpLion, promote Lhe people's 
welfare, protect lhe rights and freedoms of Soviet citizcus, 
socialist law and order and socialist property, instil in lhe 
people conscious discipline and a communist atlilude Lo 
labour, guarantee the defence and security of lhe country, 
promote ·fraternal co-operalion wilh lhe socialist couutries, 
uphold world peace, and maiutain normal relations wilh 
all countries. 

All-round extension and perfection of socialist democracy, 
actii:e participation of all citizens in the administration of 
the state, in the management of economic and cultural de
velopm_ent, improvement of the go1:ernment apparatus, and 
increas€d control over its activity by the people constitute 
the main direction in which socialist statehood develops in 
the period of the building of communism. As socialist 
democracy develops, the organs of state power will gradually 
be transformed inlo organs of public self-government. The 
Leninist principle of democratic centralism, which ensures 
the proper combination of centralised leadership wilh 
Lhe maximum encouragement of local initiative the 
exle~sion of_ t?e rig~ts of Lhe Union republics and gr~ater 
creative act1v1Ly ol the masses, will be promoled. It is 
ess~n~i~l lo strengthen _discipline, constantly control Lhe 
act1v1ties of all the sections of Lhe administrative apparalus, 
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check tho execuLion of the decisions and laws of the Soviet 
stale and heighten Lhe responsibility of every official for 
t110 strict and timely implementation of Lhese laws. 

I. TllE SOVIETS A.'.liD DEVELOPMENT 
OF TIIE DEi'\IOCRATIC PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNMENT 

The role of Lhc Soviets, which are an all-inclusive organ
isation of the people embodying their unity, will grow as 
communisL construction progresses. Tho Soviets, which 
combine Lhe features of a goYernment body and a mass 
organisation of Lhe people, operate more and more like 
social organisations, with Lhe masses participating exten
sively and directly in Lheir work. 

The Party considers it essential to perfect Lho forms of 
popular representation and promote the democratic princi
ples of the Soviet electoral system. 

In nominaLing candidates for elccLion Lo the Soviets, it 
is necessary Lo guarantee the wiclcst and fullest discussion 
of the personal qualities and suilability of the candidates 
at meetings and in the press to ensure Lhe election of the 
worthiest and most authoritative of them. 

To improve the work of the Soviets and bring fresh forces 
in Lo Lhem, it is advisable Lhat at least one-third of the total 
number of deputies to a Soviet should be elected anew each 
time so that / resh millions of working people may learn 
to govern the state. 

The Party considers systematic renewal of the leading 
bodies necessary to bring a wider range of able persons into 
them and rulo out abuses of authority by individual govern
ment officials. It is advisable to introduce the principle 
that the leading officials of Lhe Union, republican and local 
bodies should be elected Lo their offices, as a rule, for not 
more than Lhreo consecutive terms. In those cases when 
the personal gifts of the official in question arc generally 
believed to make his farther activity within a leading body 
useful and necessary, his re-election may be allowed. 
His election shall be considered valid if not a simple major
ity, but not less than three-quarters of the vol.es are cast 
in his favour. 

The Party regards the perfection of tho principles_ of 
socialist demo.cracy and their rigid observanco as a most im-
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portant task. It is necessary to enst!re in ful_l: regul_ar 
accountability of Soviets and Deputtes to their co11st1t
uent.s and the right of the electorate to recall ahead 
of term Deputies who have not justified tlie confidence placed 
in them; publicity and the free and full discussion_ of all 
important questions of government and of econon11c and 
cultural development at the meetings of Soviets; regular ac
countability of executive government bodies to meetings of 
Soviets-from top to boUom; checking the work of these bod-· 
ies and control over their activi Ly; systematic discussion 
by tlrn Soviets of questions raised by Deputies; criticism 
of shortcomings in the work of government, economic and 
other organisations. 

Every Deputy to a Soviet must take an active part in 
government affairs and carry on defini le work. The role of 
the standing committees of the Soviets will become greater. 
The standing committees of the Supreme Soviets must sys
tematically control the activities of ministries, departments, 
and economic councils; they must actively contribute to 
the implementation of the decisions adopted by the respec
tive Supreme Soviets. To improve the work of the legislative 
bodies and increase control over the executive bodies, Dep
uties shall be periodically released from their regular employ
ment for committee work. 

An increasing number of questions which now como under 
the jurisdiction of the departments and secLions of executive 
bodies must be gradually referred to the stnndiug commit
tees of the local Soviets for decision . 
. The rights of the local Sovi~ts of Working People's Depu

ties (local self-government) will be extended. Local Soviets 
will make final decisions on all questions of local signi fi
cance. 

Special atte11~ion sh~uld_ be paid to the strengthening of 
government bodrns at d1stnct level. As kolkl1oz-co-operativo 
and public property draw closer together, a single democrat
ic body administering all enterprises, organisations and 
institutions. ~t d~strict_ love~ will gradually take shape. 

The part1c1pat1on of social organisations and associa
ti~us of tl~e pe~ple in L-~e legislative activity of the represent
ative bod1cs of the Soviet state will be extended. The trade 
unions, the Y:C.L. au~ other mass organisations as repre
sented by their all-Urnou and republican bodies must be 
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given the right lo take. legislative initiative, that is, to 
propose drafL laws. . . 

Discussion by the people of draft laws and other dcc1s1ons 
of both national and local significance must become 
the rule. The most important draft laws should be put to 
a nation-wide referendum. 

Tho C.P .S. U. attaches great importance to improving 
the work of the government apparatus, which is largely re
sponsible for the proper utilisation of all the resources of the 
country and lhe timely settlement of all questions relaling 
to the cultural and everyday needs of the people. The Soviet 
government apparatus musL be simple, qualified, inexpensive, 
efficient and free of bureaucracy, formalism and red Lape. 

Constant state and public control is au important means of 
accomplishing this task. In keeping with Lenin's directions, 
control bodies must function permanently tq, combine state 
control with public inspection at the centre and in the 
localities. The Party regards inspection by people's control 
bodies as an cITcctive means of drawing large sections of the 
people into the management of stale afTairs and control 
over the strict observance of legality, as a means of perfectr 
ing the government apparatus, eradicating bureaucracy and 
promplly realising proposals made by the people. 

The govemment apparatus of the socialist state serves 
the people and is accountable to them. Negligence, abuse of 
power and red la pe by an official must be resolutely combated 
and the official concerned must be severely punished regardless 
of the posilion he holds. lt is the duty of Soviet people Lo see 
to it that legality and law and order arc rigidly enforced; 
they must not tolerate any abuses, and must combat 
them. 

The Party holds that democratic principles in admin
istration must be developed further. The principle of 
elecLivity and accountability to representative bodies and 
Lo the electorate will be gradually extended to all Lhe 
leading officials of stale bodies. 

An eITort should be made to ensure that the salaried govern
ment stalTs are reduced, that ever larger sections or the peo
ple learn to take part in administration and that work on gov
ernment stafTs eventually cease to constitute a profession. 

While every executive musL be hold strictly and personally 
responsible for the job entrusted to him, it is necessary con-
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sisLently to exercise the principle of co11ective leadership 
at all levels of the government and economic apparatus. 

The broadest democracy must go hand in hand ,vil.h 
strict observance of comradely discipline by the working peo
ple, and should promote such discipline and conLrol from 
above and from below. The important thing in the activity oi" 
all governmentbodies isorganisalional work among the masses, 
proper selection, testing and appraisal of officials on the 
strength of their practical work, and control over lhe actual 
fulfilment of the assignments and decisions of the leading 
bodies. 

The further promotion of socialist law and order and the 
improvement of legal rules governing economic organisaLion, 
cultural and educational work and contributing to the accom·• 
plishment of the tasks of communist construct.ion and Lo the 
aU-round development of the individual are very important. 

The transition to communism means the fullest extension 
of personal freedom and the rights of Soviet citizens. Socialism 
has brought the working people the broadest guaranteed 
rights and freedoms. Communism will bring the working 
people further great rights and opportunities. 

The Party's objective is to enforce strict observance of 
socialist legality, eradicate all violations of Jaw and order, 
abolish crime and remove aU the causes of crime. 

Justice in the U.S.S.R. is exercised in full conformity 
with the law. It is based on truly democratic lines: election 
and accountability of the judges and people's assessors, tho 
right to recall them before expiry of their term, the publicity 
of court proceedings, and the participation of prosecutors and 
advocates from the general public in the work of the courts, 
with the courts and investigating and prosecuting bodies 
strictly observing legality and all the norms of judicial 
procedure. The democratic foundations of justice will be 
developed and improved. 

There should be no room for law breakers and criminals in 
a society building communism. But as long as there are crim
inal offences, it is necessary severely to punish those who 
commit crimes dangerr,us to society, violate the rules of Lhe 
socialist community ar,d refuse to live by honest labour. At
tention should be mainly focussed on crime prevention. 

Higher standards of living and culture, and greater social 
consciousness of tho people, pave the way to the aboli-
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tion of crime and the ulLimate replacement of judicial 
punishment by measures of public influence and education. 
Under socialism, anyone who has strayed from the path of 
the working man can return to useful activity. 

The whole system of government and social organisations 
educates the people in a spirit of voluntary and conscien
tious fulfilment of their duties and leads lo a natural fusion 
of rights and duties lo form single standards of communist 
behaviour. 

2, THE FURTHER HEIGHTENING OP THE ROLE OF SOCIAL 
ORGANISATIONS. THE STATE AND COl\ll\lUNISl\l 

The role of social organisations increases in the period of 
the full-scale construction of communism. The trade unions 
acquire particular importance as schools of adminislraLion 
and economic management, as schools of communism. The 
Party will help the trade unions to take a growing share in 
economic management and to make the standing production 
conferences increasingly effective in improving the work of 
enterprises and exercising control over production. The trade 
unions shall: 

.work constantly to increase the communist consciousness 
of .the masses; organise an emulation movement for commu
nist labour and help the working people in learning to ip.a
nage state and social affairs; take au active part in controlling 
the measure of labour and the measure of consumption; 

encourage Lhe · activity of factory and office workers, 
enlisting their aid in the work for continuous technical 
progress, for higher productivi Ly of labour, for the ful
filment and overfulfilment of state plans and assign
ments; 

work steadfastly for the improvement of the skill of fac
tory and office workers· and their working and living con
ditions; protect the material interests aud rights of the 
working people; 

ensure that housing and cultural development plans are 
fulfilled and that public catering, trade, social insurance, 
and health resort services are improved; 

ensure control over the spendiug of public consumption 
funds and over the work of all eulerprises and insti tutious 
serving the people; 

improve culLural services and recreation facilities for 
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the working people; encourage physical training and 
sports. . . 

The Young Communist League, an rndependently acLrng 
public organisation of the youth which helps the Party to 
educate young people in a communist spirit, enlist them 
in the practical job of building the new society and train 
a generation of harmoniously developed people who will live, 
work and manage public a(Tairs under communism, will play 
a greater role. The Party regards the youth as a great crea
tive force in the Soviet people's struggle for communism. 

The Y.C.L. must display still greater initiative in all 
spheres of life, must encourage Lhe activi Ly and labour heroism 
of the youth. Y.C.L. organisations musL concentrate on edu
cating the youth in a spirit of uLmost devotion to their coun
try, the people, Lhe Communist Party and tho communist 
cause, constant preparedness for labour for the good of 
society and for overcoming all difficulties and improving 
the general education and technical knowledge of all young 
men and women. It is the sacred duty of Lhe Y.C.L. lo pre
pare young people for the defence of Lheir socialist country, 
to educate them as selfless patriots capable of firmly repel
ling any enemy. The Y.C.L. educates Lhe youth in a spirit of 
strict adhere11ce to communist moral principles and standards. 
Its activities in the schools and Young Pioneer organisa
tions must contribute to Lhe moulding of a buoyant, 
industrious, and physically and morally sound generation. 

A greater role will be played by co-operatives-kolkhozes, 
consumers', housing and other co-operative organisations
as a form of drawing the masses into communist construc
tion, as media of communist education and schools of pub-
lic self-government. · 

Other social associations of the working people-scientific, 
scientific-technical and popular-science societies, rational
isers' and inventors' organisations, associations of writers 
artists and journalists, cultural-education urganisations and 
sports societies-will likewise ho developed. ' 

The Party regards it as a major task of the social organisa
tions to promote labour ~mulation in every possible way, 
and to encourage commumst forms of labour to stimulate 
Ll10_ activity of working_ people in building a communist 
society, to work for the improvement of the living condi
tions of the people and the satisfaction of their growing 
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spiritual requirements. Mass organisations should be 
given a greater part in managing cultural, health and 
social insurance instituLions; within t.he next few years 
they should be entrusted with the management of theatres 
and concert halls, clubs, libraries, and at.her state-conLrolled 
culLural-educat.ion establishments; they should be encour
aged lo play a greater part in promoting law and order, 
particularly through the people's volunteer squads and 
comradely courts. 

To extend the independent activities of mass organ
isations, the Par Ly considers it necessary further to reduce 
their salaried staffs from top Lo bottom, lo renew each elec
Live body hy roughly as many as one-half of its mem
bership at the regular eleclion. It is advisable for the 
leading functionaries of social organisations not to be elect
ed, as a general rule, for more Lhan two consecutive 
terms. 

As socialist statehood develops, it will gradually become 
communist self-government of the people which will embrace 
Lhe Soviets, trade unions, co-operatives, and other mass organ
isations of the people. This process will represent a still 
greater development of democracy, ensuring the active par
Licipation of all members of society in the management ot' 
public affairs. Public functions similar to those performed by 
the slate today in the sphere of economic and cultural man
agement will be preserved under communism and will be 
modified and perfected as society develops. But Lhe character 
of Lhe functions and the ways in which they are carried out 
will be different from those under socialism. The bodies in 
charge of planning, accounting, economic management, and 
cultural advancement, now government bodies, will lose their 
political character and will become organs of public self-gov
ernment. Communist society will be a highly-organised com
munity of working men. Universally recognised rules of the 
communist way of life will be established whose observance 
will become an organic need and habit with everyone. 

Historical development inevitably leads to Lhe wither
ing away of the state. To ensure that the state withers awv.y 
completely, it is necessary to provide both internal condi
tions-the building of a developed communist. societ.y-~nd 
external conditions-the victory and consolidation of social
ism in the world arena. 
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O. THE STRENGTHENING OF THE ARMED FORCES 
AND TIIE DEFENCE POTENTIAL 

OF THE SOVIET UNION 

'With the wholehearLed support of the entire Soviet peo
ple, the Communist Par Ly of Lhe Soviet Union sLeadf astly 
upholds and defends the gains of socialism and the cause of 
world peace, and works tirelessly to deliver mankind for all 
time irom wars of aggression. The Leninist principle of 
peaceful coexistence of states witll different social systems 
always has been, and remains, the general principle of the 
foreign policy of the Soviet stale. 

The Soviet Union perseveringly seeks to bring about tho 
realisation of its proposals for general and completo disar
mament under strict international control.But the imperial
ist countries stubbornly refuse to accept these proposals, 
and feverishly build up their armed forces. They refuse to 
reconcile themselves to the existence of the world socialist 
system, and openly proclaim their insane plans for the 
liquidation of the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
states through war. This obliges the Communist Party, Lho 
Armed Forces, the state security organs and all the peo
nies of the U.S.S.R. to be keenly vigilant with regard to tho 
~ggressive intrigues of the enemies of peace, always to 
protect peaceful labour, and to be constantly prepared 
to Lake up arms in defence of their country. 

The Party maintains that as long as imperialism exists 
Lhe threat of aggressive wars will remain. The C.P .S. U. 
regards the defence of the socialist motherland, and tho 
strengthening of the defence potential of the U.S.S.R., of Lho 
might of Lhe Soviet Armed Forces, as a sacred _duty of the 
Party and the Soviet people as a whole, as a most important 
func~ion of the socialist state. The Soviet Union secs it as its 
internationalist duty to guarantee, together with the other 
socialist countries, Lhe reliable defence and security of the 
entire socialist camp. 

In terms of internal conditions, the Soviet Union needs 
no army. But since the danger of war coming from the 
imperialist camp persists, and since complete and general 
disarmament has not been achieved, the C.P.S.U. considers 
it. necessary Lo maintain the defensive power of tho Soviet 
st ale and the combat preparedness of its Armed Forces at a 
level ensuring the decisive and complete defeat of any enemy 
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who dares to encroach upon the Soviet Union. The Soviet 
state will sec to it Lhat ils Armed Forces are powerful, Lhat 
Lhey haYe Lhe most up-Lo-date means of defending the coun
Lry-alomic and thermonuclear weapons, rockets of every 
range, and t,hat Lhey keep all types or military equipment 
and all weapons up to standard. 

The Party educates the Communists and all Soviet people 
in the spirit or const,ant preparedness for the defence oft.heir 
socialist country, of love of their armed forces. It will pro
mole in every way Lhc further development of voluntary 
mass defence organisations. Defence of the country, and 
service in the Soviet Armed Forces, is the lof Ly and hon
ourable du Ly of Soviet ci Lizens. 

The C.P .S. U. is doing ernrylhing lo ensure Lhat Lhe So
viet Am1ed Forces are a well-lmiL and smoothly operating or
ganism, that they have a high standard or organisation and 
discipline, carry out in exemplary fashion Lhe tasks assigned 
them by the Party, Lhe Government, Urn people, and arc 
prepared at any moment to administer a crushing rebuff 
Lo imperialist aggressors. One-man leadership is a major 
principle of Lhe organisation of the Soviet Armed Forces. 

The Party will work indefatigably to Lrnin Army and Navy 
officers and political and Leclrnical personnel fully devoted 
to Lhe communist cause and recruited among the finest 
representatives of the Soviet people. It considers it necessary 
for the officer corps tirelessly to master Marxist-Leninist 
theory, to possess a high standard of mililary-lechnical 
training, meeL all the requirements of modern military the
ory and practice, strengthen mili Lary discipline. All Soviet 
soldiers must be educated in the spirit of unqualified loyalty 
to the people, to the communist cause, of readiness Lo spare 
no effort and, if necessary, to give l110ir Ii ves in the defence 
of their socialist country. · . 

Party leadership of the Armed Forces, and Lhe increasing 
role and influence of Lhe Party organisations in the Army 
awl Navy are the bedrock of military development. The 
Par Ly works unremittingly to increase i ls organising and 
guiding influence on Lhe entire life and activity of the Army, 
Air Force and Navy, to rally the servicemen round the Com
munist Party and the Soviet Government, Lo strengthen lhe 
unity of the Armed Forces and the people, and to cducato 
Lhe soldiers in the spirit of courage, bravery, heroism and 
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comradeship with the armies of the socialist countries, 
of readiness at any moment to Lake up the defence of Lhcir 
Soviet country, which is building communism. 

IV. THE TASKS OF TilE PARTY 
IN THE FIELD OF NATIONAL RELATIONS 

Under socialism the nations flourish and their sovereignty 
grows stronger. The developmeu t of nations does not pro
ceed along lines of slrengtheni11g national slrife, national 
narrow-mindedness and egoism, as it does under capitalism, 
but along lines of their association, fraterna! mut~al 
assistance and fri~ndship. The appearance of new rndustrial 
centres, the prospecting and development of mineral deposits, 
virgin land development, and lhe growth of all mo?cs 
of Lransport increase the mobility of the populat1011 
and promote greater intercourse between the peoples or tho 
Soviet Union. People of many nationalities live togelhcr 
and work in harmony in Lhc Soviet republics. The 
boundaries between the Union republics of Lhe U.S.S.R. 
are increasingly losing their former significance, since all 
the nations are equal, their life is based on a common so
cialist foundation, the material and spiritual needs of every 
people are satisfied to the same extent, and they arc all 
united in a single family by common vital internsts and are 
advancing together lo the common goal-communism. 
Spiritual features deriving from the new type of social 
relations and embodying the finest traditions of the 
peoples of the U.S.S.R. have taken shape and are cummou 
to Soviet men and women of difTerent nationalities . 

.Full-scale communist construction cons ti lutes a new stago 
in the development of national relations in the U .S.S.R. 
in which the nations will draw still closer together unW 
complete uuity is achieved. The building of the material 
and techn~cal basis of communism leads to stiH greater unity 
of the Soviet peoples. The exchange of material and spiril ual 
values between nations becomes more and more intensive 
and the contribution of each republic to the common caus; 
of communist, construction increases. Obliteration of dis
Li_nction~ betwe~n classes and Lhe development, of commu
nist, social relations make for a greater social homogeneity 
of nations and contribute to the development of common com-
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munist trai Ls in their cul Lure, morals and way of living, 
to a J'urLher sLrengtheiling of their mutual trust and Iriend
shi p. 

WiLh Lhe victory of communism in the U.S.S.R., the 
nations will draw still closer together, their economic and 
ideological uni Ly will increase and the communist lraits com
mon to their spiritual make-up will develop. However, the 
obli Lera ti on or national distinctions, and especially of lan
guage distinctions, is a considerably lo11ger process than the 
obi i Lera ti on of class cl isti net.ions. 

The Party approaches all questions of nalional relation
ships arising in the course or communist construction from 
the standpoint of proletarian inlcrnationalism and firm 
pursuance of the Leninist naLionalities policy. The ParLy 
nci Lher ignores nor ovcr-accen Lu ales national characleristi cs. 

The Party sets the following tasks in the sphere of nation
al relations: 

(a) to continue the all-round economic and cullural devel
opment of all the Soviet n alions and nationalities, ensuring 
their increasingly close fraternal co-operation, mu tnal aid, 
unity and affinity in all spheres of life, thus achieving tho 
u lmost strengthening of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics; to make full use of, and advance the forms of, na
tional statehood of the peoples of the U.S.S.R.; 

(b) in the economic sphere, it is necessary to conlinue 
the line of comprehensive development of the economies of 
the Soviet republics, effect a rational geographic location 
of production and a planned working of natural wealth, 
and promote socialist division of labour among the repub
lics, unifying and combining theit· economic efforts, and 
properly balancing the interests of the state as a whole and 
those of each Soviet republic. The extension of the rights 
of the Union republics in economic management having 
produced substantial positive results, such measures may 
also be carried out in the future with due regard to the fact 
that the creation of the material and technical basis of com
munism will call for still greater interconnection and mu
tual assistance between the Soviet republics. The closer the 
intercourse between the nations and the greater the aware
ness of the country-wide tasks, the more successfully can 
manifestations of parochialism and national egoism be 
overcome. 
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In order to ensure the successful accomplishment of the 
tasks of communist construction and the co-ordination of 
economic activities, inter-republican economic organs may 
be set up in some zones (notably for such maLLers as irri
gation, power grids, transport, etc.). 

The Party will continue its policy ensuring the actual 
equality of all nations and nationalities with full con
sideration for their interests and devoting special attention 
to those areas of the country which are in need of more 
rapid development. Benefits accumulating in the course 
of communist construction must be fairly distributed among 
all nations and nationalities; 

(c) to work for the further all-round development of the 
socialist cultures of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. The big 
scale of communist construction and the new victories of 
communist ideology are enriching the cultures of the peo
ples of the U.S.S.R., which are socialist in content and nation
al in form. There is a growing ideological unity among the 
nations and nationalities and a greater rapprochement of their 
cult-ures. The historical experience of socialist nations 
shows that national forms do not ossify; they change, ad
vance and draw closer together, shedding all outdated traits 
that contradict the new conditions of life. An international 
culture common to all the Soviet nations is developing. 
The cultural treasures of each nation are increasingly aug
mented by works acquiring an international character. 

Attaching decisive importance to the development of 
the socialist content of the cultures of the peoples of the 
U.S.S.R., the Party will promote their further mutual 
enrichment and rapprochement, the consolidation of their 
international basis, and thereby the formation of the future 
single world-wide culture of communist society. While sup
porting the progressive traditions of each people, and mak
ing them the property of all Soviet people, the Party will in 
all ways further new revolutionary traditions .of the build
ers of communism common to all nations; 

(d) to continue promoting the free development of the lan
guages of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. and the complete free
dom for every citi~en of_ the U.~.S.R. to speak, and to bring 
up and educate his children, m any language, ruling out 
all privileges, restrictions or compulsions in the use of 
this oi' that language. By virtue of the fraternal friend-

/.04 



ship and mutual trust of peoples, national languages are 
developing on a basis of equality and mutual enrichment. 

The voluntary sludy of Russian in addition to the native 
language is of positive significance, since it facilitates re
ciprncal exchanges of experience and access of every nation 
and nationality to the cultural gains of all the other peo
ples of the U.S.S.R., and to world culture. The Russian lan
guage has, in effect, become the common medium of inter
course and co-operation between all the peoples of the 
U.S.S.R.; 

(e) to pursue consistently. as heretofore the principles 
of internationalism in the field of national relations; to 
strengthen the friendship of peoples as one of the most im
portant gains of socialism; to conduct a relentless struggle 
against manifestations and survivals of nationalism and 
chauvinism of all types, against trends of national narrow
mindedness and exclusiveness, idealisation of tho past and 
tho veiling of social contradictions in the hislory of peoples, 
and against customs and habits hampering commu
nist construction. The growing scale of communist con
struction calls for the continuous exchange of trained person
nel among nations. Manifestations of national aloofness in 
the education and employment of workers of different nation
alities in the Soviet republics are impermissible. The 
elimination of manifestations of nationalism is in the in
terests of all nations and nationalities of the U.S.S.R. 
Every Soviet republic can continue to flourish and 
strengthen only in the great family of fraternal socialist 
nations of the U.S.S.R. 

V. THE TASKS OF THE PARTY IN THE SPHERES OF IDEOLOGY, 
EDUCATION, INSTRUCTION, SCIENCE, AND CULTURE 

Soviet society has made great progress in the socialist 
education of the masses, in the moulding of active builders 
of socialism. But even after the socialist system has tri
umphed there persist in the minds and behaviour of people 
survivals of capitalism, which hamper the progress of society. 

In the struggle for the victory of communism, ideolog
ical work becomes an increasingly powerful factor. Tho 
higher the social consciousness of the members of society, 
ll10 more fully and broadly their creative activities come 
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into play in the building of the material and technical basis 
of communism, in the development of communist forms of 
labour and new relations between people, and, consequc11l
ly, the more rapidly and successfully the building of commu
nism proceeds. 

The Party considers that the paramount task in the ideo
logical field in the present period is to educate all working 
people in a spirit of ideological integrity and devotion to 
communism, and cultivate in them a communist attitude 
to labour and the social economy; to eliminate completely 
the survivals of bourgeois views and morals; to ensure tho 
all-round, harmonious development of the individual; to 
create a truly rich spiritual cul turc. Special im porlance is at
tached by the Party to the moulding of the rising generation. 

The moulding of the new man is effected through his own 
active participation in communist construction and the de
velopment of communist principles in the economic and 
social spheres, under the influence of the educational work 
carried out by the Party, the state, and various social organi
sations, work in which the press, radio, cinema, and televi
sion play an important part. As communist forms of social 
organisation are created, communist ideas will become 
more firmly rooted in life and work and in human relations, 
and people will develop the ability to enjoy the bene fi ls of 
communism in a rational way. Joint planned labour by 
the members of society, their daily participation in the man
agement of state and public affairs, and the development 
of communist relations of comradely co-operntion and mu
tual support, recasl the minds of people in a spirit of collec
tivism, industry, and humanism. 

Increased communist consciousness of the people furthers 
the ideological and political unity of the workers, collec
tive farmers, and intelJectuals and promotes their gradual 
fusion in the single collective of the working people of com
munist society. 

The Party sets the following tasks: 

f. IN THE FIELD OP DEVELOPMENT 
OF 001\11\fVNIST CONSCIOUSNESS 

(a) The Shaping of a Scientific World Outlook. Under 
so~ialism and at a time when a c_ommunist society is being 
bmlt, when spontaneous economic development has given 
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way to the conscious organisation of production and social 
life as a ,vhole, and when theory is daily translated into 
practice, it is of prime importance that a scientific world 
outlook be shaped in all working people of Soviet society 
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism, an integral and har
monious system of philosophical, economic and socio-po
litical views. The Pa1·ty calls for the education of the pop
ulation as a whole in the spirit of scientific communism 
and strives to ensure that all working people fully under
stand the course and perspectives of world development, 
that they take a correct view of international and domes
tic even ls and consciously build their life on communist 
lines. Communist ideas and communist deeds should blend 
organically in the behaviour of every person and in the activ
ities of all collectives and organisations. 

The theoretical elaboration and timely practical solution 
of new problems raised by life are essential to the success
ful advance of society to communism. Theory must contin
ue to illumine the road of practice, and help detect and 
eliminate obstacles and difficulties hindering success
ful communist construction. The· Party regards it as ono 
of its most important duties to further elaborate Marxist
Leninist theory by studying and generalising new phenom
ena in the life of Soviet society and the experience of the 
world revolutionary wo1•king-class and liberation movements, 
and creatively to combine the theory and the practice of 
communist construction. 

(b) Labour Education. The Party sees the development of 
a communist attitude to labour in all members of society 
as its chief educational task. Labour for the benefit of so
ciety is the sacred duty of all. Any Jabour for society, 
whether physical or mental, is honourable and commands 
respect. Exemplary labour and manacrement in the so
cial economy should serve to educate"' all working peo
ple. 

Everything required for life and human progress is creat
ed by labour. Hence every able-bodied man must ta~e 
part in creating the means which are indispensable for his 
life and work and for the welfare of society. Anyone who re
ceived any benefits from society without doing his share of 
work, would be a parasite living at tho expense of 
others. 
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It is impossible for a man ill' communist societ~ not. to 
work for neither his social consciousness, nor public opin
ion ;ould permit it. Work according to one's ability will 
become a habit, a prime necessity of life, for every member 
of society. 

(c) The Affirmation of Communist Morality. In the course 
of transition to communism, the moral principles of 
society become increasingly important; the sphere of action 
of the moral factor expands and the importance of Lhc admin
istrative contrnl of human relations diminishes according
ly. The Party will encourage all forms of conscious civic 
self-discipline leading to the assertion and promotion of the 
basic rules of the communist way of life. 

The Communists reject the class morality of the exploit
ers; in contrnst to the perverse, selfish views and morals 
of the old world, they promote communist morality, which 
is the noblest and most just morality, for it expresses tho 
interests and ideals of the whole of working mankind. Com
munism makes the elementary standards of morality and 
justice, which were distorted or shamelessly flouted under 
the rule of the exploiters, inviolable rules for relations 
both between individuals and between peoples. Communist 
morality encompasses the fundamental norms of human 
morality which the masses of the people evolved in the 
course of millenniums as they fought against vice and so
cial oppression. The revolutionary morality of the work
ing class is of particular importance lo the mornl advance
ment of society. As socialist and communist construc
tion progresses, communist morality is enriched· with new 
princi pies, a new co11 tent. 

T~e Party holds tha~ the moral co~e of the builder of com
munism should comprise the followrng principles: 

devotion to the communist cause; love of the socialist 
motherland and of the other socialist countl'ics; 

conscientious labour for the good of society-he who 
does not work, neither shall he cat; . 

concern on the part of everyone for the preservation and 
growth of public wealth; 

a high sense of public duty; intolerance of actions harm-
ful Lo the public interest; · 

collectivism and comradely mutual assistance: one for 
all and all for one; 
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humane relations and mutual respect between individu
als-man is to man a friend, comrade and brother; 

honesly and truthfulness, moral purity, modesty, and 
unpretentiousness in social and private life; 

mutual respect irt the family, aud concern for the upbring
ing of children; 

an uncompromising attitude to injustice, parasitism, 
dishonesty, careerism and money-grubbing; 

friendship and brotherhood among all peoples of the 
U.S.S.R.; intolerance of national and racial hatred; 

an uncompromising attitude to the enemies of commu
nism, peace and the freedom of nations; 

fraternal solidarity with the working people of all coun
tries, and with all peoples. 

(d) The Promotion of Proletarian Internationalism and 
Socialist Patriotism. The Party will untiringly educato 
Soviet people in the spirit of proletarian internationalism 
and will vigorously promote the international solidarity of 
the working people. In fostering the Soviet people's love of 
their country, the Party maintains that with the emergence 
of the world socialist system the patriotism of the mem
bers of socialist society is expressed in devotion and loyalty 
to their own country and to the entire community of so
cialist countries. Socialist patriotism and socialist interna
tionalism necessarily imply proletarian solidarity with the 
working class and all working people of all countries. The 
Party will continue perseveringly to combat the reactionary 
ideology of bourgeois nationalism, racism, and cosmopoli
tanism. 

(e) All-Round and Harmonious Development of lhe In
dividual. In the period of transition to communism, there 
are greater opportunities of educating a new man, who will 
harmoniously combine spiritual wealth, moral purity and a 
perfect physique. 

All-round development of the individual has been mado 
possible by historic social gains-freedom from exploi
tation, unemployment and poverty, from discrimination on 
account of sex, origin, nationality or race. Every member 
of society is provided with equal opportunities for ecl~ca
tion and creative labour. Relations of dependence and me
quality between people in public affairs and in family lifo 
disappear. The personal dignity of each citizen is protected 
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by society. Each is guaranteed an equal and free c_hoice of 
occupation and profession with due regard to the 1~tercsts 
of society. As less and less time is spent on matenal pr~
duction the individual is afforded ever greater opportum
ties to develop his abilities, gifts, and talents in the fields 
of production, science, engineering, Ii tera ture, and the arts. 
People will increasingly devote their leisure to public pur
suits, cultural intercourse, intellectual and physical devel
opment, scientific, technical and artistic endeavour. Physical 
training and sports will become part and parcel of the 
everyday life of people. 

(f) Elimination of the Survivals of Capi lali_sm i':1 lhe 
Minds and Behaviour of People. The Party considers 1t an 
integral part of its communist education work to combat 
manifestations of bourgeois ideology and morality, and the 
remnants of private-owner psychology, su persLiLions, and 
prejudices. 

The general public, public opinion, and extensive cdti
cism and self-criticism must play a big role in combating 
survivals of the past and manifestations of individualism 
and selfishness. Comradely censure of anti-social behaviour 
will gradually become the principal means of doing away 
with manifestations of bourgeois views, customs and habits. 
The power of example in public affairs and in private life, 
in the performance of one's public duty, acquires tremen
dous educational significance. 

The Party uses ideological media to educate people in 
the spirit of a scientific materialist world conception, to 
overcome religious prejudices without insulting the senti
ments of ~cl_ievers. It is necessa~y ~o. conduct regularly 
bro~d athe1st1c propag~~da on a s~1~nt1hc basis, to explain 
pat10ntly the untenability of religious beliefs, which were 
engendered in the past when people were overawed by the 
elemental forces and social oppression and did not know 
the real causes of natural and social phenomena. This can 
be done by making use of the achievements of modern 
science, which is steadily solving the mysteries of the uni
verse and extending man's power over nature leaving no 
room for religious inventions about supernatu;·al forces. 

(g) The Exposure of Bourgeois Ideology. The peaceful 
coexi_stence of state_s with diffe~ent social systems docs 
not imply any easing of the ideological struggle. The 

. 110 



Communist ParLy will go on exposing the anti-popular, 
reactionary nature of capitalism and all attempts to paint 
bright piclures of the capitalist system. 

The Party will steadfastly propagate the great advan
tages of socialism and communism over the declining capi
talist system. 

The Party advances the scientific ideology of communism 
in contrast to reactionary bourgeois ideology. Communist 
ideology, which expresses the fundamental interests of the 
working class and all working people, teaches them to strug
gle, to live and work, for the happiness of all. It is the most 
humane ideology. Its ideals are to establish truly human 
relations beLween individuals and peoples, to deliver man
kind from the threat of wars of extermination, and bring 
about universal peace and a free, happy life for all men on 
earth. 

2. IN TIJE FIELD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

The transition to communism implies training that will 
make people communist-minded and highly-cultured, people 
fitted for both physical and mental labour, for active 
work in various social, governmental, scientific, and 
cultural spheres. 

The system of public education is so organised as to en
sure that the instruction and education of the rising genera
tion are closely bound up with life and productive labour, 
and that the adult population can combine work in tho 
sphere of production with further training and education in 
keeping wilh theii- vocations and the requirements of so-. 
ciety. Public education along these lines will make for the 
moulding of harmoniously developed memhers of communist 
society and for the solution of a cardinal social problem, 
namely, the elimination of substantial distinctions between 
mental and physical labour. 

The main tasks in the field of instruction and education arc: 
(a) Introduction of Universal Compulsory Secondary 

Education. In the next decade compulsory secondary gener
al and polytechnical eleven-year education is to be intro
duced for all children of school age, and eight-year educa
tion for young people engaged in the national economy who 
have not had the appropriate schooling; in the subsequent 
decade every one will have the opportunity to receive n com~ 
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plele secondary education. Universal secondary education 
is guaranteed by the development of_ g~neral and_ polyte~h
nical education, professional traunng combmed with 
socially useful labour of school children to the ex Lent of 
their physical capacity, and a considerable expansion of 
the network of all types of general schools, including evening 
schools, which provide a secondary education in off-work 
hours. 

Secondary education must furnish a solid knowledge of 
the fundamentals of the basic sciences, an understanding 
of the principles of the communist world outlook, and a 
labour and poly technical training in accordance with the 
rising level of science and engineering, with due regard to 
the needs of society and to the abilities and inclinations 
of the students, as well as the moral, aesthetic and physical 
education of a healthy rising generation. 

In view of the rapid progress of science and engineering, 
the system of industrial, professional and vocational 
training should be improved continuously, so that the skills 
of those engaged in production may develop together with 
their better general education in the social and natural 
sciences and with the acquisition of specialised knowledge 
in engineering, agronomy, medicine, and other fields. 

(b) The Public Upbringing of Children of Pre-School 
and School Age. The communist system of public education 
is based on the public upbringing of children. The educa
tional influence which the family exerts on children must 
be brought into ever greater harmony with their public 
upbringing. 

The growing number of pre-school institutions and board
ing-schools of diff~rent types will fully meet the require
ments of all working people who wish to give their chil
dren of pre-school and school age a public upbringing. The 
importance of the school, which is to cultivate love of la
bour a~d k?owlcdge !~ children and to raise- the younger 
generation rn the spirit of communist consciousness and 
morality, will increase. An honourable and responsible 
role in this respect falls to teachers, and to the Komsomol 
and Young Pioneer organisations . 
. ( c) Creation o_f Condi lions for High-Standard Inslruc

hon ancl Ecluealion of the. Rising Generation. The Party 
plans to carry out an extensive programme for the construc-
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Lion of schools and cultural-education establishments to 
meet fully the needs of education and instruction. All 
schools will be housed in good buildings and will go over 
to a one-shift time-table. They will all have study work
shops and chemical, physical and other laboratories; rural 
schools will also have their own farming plots; large facto
ries will have produclion training shops for school chil
dren. Modern facilities-cinema, radio, and television
will be widely used in schools. 

For physical training and aesthelic education, all schools 
and extra-scholastic establishments will have gymnasiums, 
sports grounds and facilities for the creative endeavour 
of children in music, painting, sculpture, etc. The net
work of sports schools, sports grounds, tourist camps, ski
ing centres, aquatic stations, swimming-pools, and other 
sports facilities will be expanded in town and country-
side. · · 

(cl) Higher and Secondary Special Education. In step 
with scientific and technical progress, higher and second
ary special education, which must train highly-skilled 
specialists with a broad theoretical and political back
ground, will be expanded. 

Shorter working hours and a considerable improvement 
in the standard of living of the entire population will pro
vide everyone with an opportunity to receive a higher or 
secondary special education if he so desires. The number 
of higher and secondary specialised schools, evening and 
correspondence schools in particular, as well as higher 
schools at factories, agricultural institutes (on large state 
farms), studios, conservatoires, etc., must be increased in all 
areas of the country with the support of factories and trado 
unions and other social organisations. The plan is to consid
erably increase every year the number of students at high
er and secondary specialised schools; special educntion 
will be afforded to tens of millions of people. 

3, IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE 

Under the socialist system of economy, scientific and 
technical progress enables man to employ the riches and 
forces of nature most effectively in the interests of tho 
people, to discover new forms of energy and to create new 
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materials, to develop means of weather control, and to mas
ter outer space. Application of science in prnduction becomes 
a decisive factor of rapid growth of the productive forces 
of society. Sci en ti fie progress and the introduction of sci
entific achievements into the economy will remain an ob
ject of special concern to the Party. 

Most important are the following tasks: 
(a) Development of Theorelical Investigalions. The fur

ther perspectives of scientific and technical progress de
pend in the present period primarily on the achievements 
of the key branches of natural science. A high level of de
velopment in mathematics, physics, chemistry, and biology 
is a necessary condition for the advancement and the effec
tiveness of the technical, medical, agricultural, and other 
sciences. 

Theoretical research will be promoted to the utmost, 
primarily in such decisive fields of technical prngress as 
electrification of Lhe whole country, comprehensive mech
anisation and automation of production, transport and 
communications, the application of chemistry to the lead
ing branches of the national economy, industrial uses of 
atomic energy. This applies to: 

studying the power and fuel balance of the country, find
ing the best ways and means of utilising the natural sources 
of power, working out the scientific fundamentals of a 
single power grid, discovering new power sources and 
developing methods of direct conversion of thermal, 
nuclear, solar, and chemical energy into electric power, and 
solving problems related to control of thermonuclear 
reactions; 

wo~king out the_ theory and principles of designing new 
machrnes, automatic and telemechanical systems, intensive
ly developing radioelectronics, elaborating the theoreti
cal foundations of computing, control and information ma
chines, and technically improving them; 

investigating chemical processes, working out new more 
efficient technologies and creating inexpensive high-quality 
artificial and synthetic materials for all branches of the 
national economy: mechanical engineering, building, the man
ufacture of household goods and mineral fertilisers and creat
in~ new ~repar~ti?ns for use in medicine and ~griculture; 

1mprovrng ex1strng methods and devising new, more effec-
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tivc methods of prospecting minerals and making corn pre
hensivc use of natural wealth. 

Big advances arc to be made in the development of all 
the biological sciences in order successfully to solve medi
cal problems and achieve further progr_ess in. agricu!ture. 
The main tasks to be solved by these sciences In the rnter
ests of mankind are: ascertainment of the essence of the 
phenomena of life, Lhe biological laws governing L_he 
Jcvelopment of Lhe organi.c world, study ?f the phy_s1cs 
and chemistry of living mall.er, claboral1on of various 
meLhods of controlling vital proces~es, in particular, me
labolism, hcredil-y and directed changes in organisms. 
Jt, is essential Lo develop more broadly and deeply l~e 
l\'lichurin line in biology, which is based on Lhc proposi
tion Lhat condiLions of life are primary in L-he development 
of the organic world. Medicine must concentrnte on discov
ering means of preventing and conquering cancer, virnlent, 
cardio-vascular, and other dangerous diseases. It is important 
to study and extensi vcly use micro-organisms in the economy 
and the heallh services, among other things for the production 
of foods and feedstuffs, vitamins, anlibiolics and en
zymes, and for the development of new agricultural techni
ques. 

Artificial earth satellites and spaceships have, by ena
bling man to penetrate into outer space, provided great op
portunities of discovering new natural phenomena and laws 
and of investigating the planets and the sun. 

In the age of rapid scientific progress, the elaboration 
of the philosophical problems of modern natural science on 
the basis of dialectical materialism, the only scientific 
method of cognition, becomes still more urgent. 

There must be intensive development of research work in 
the social sciences, which constitute the scientific basis 
for the guidance of the development of society. Most im
portant in this field is the study and theoretical generalisa
tion of the experience gained in communist construction; 
investigation of the key objective laws governing the eco
nomic, political and cultural progress of socialism and its 
development into communism, and elaboration of the prob
lems of communist education. 

The task of economic science is to generalise new phenom
ena in the economic life of society, and to work out the 
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national economic problems whose solution promo Les success
ful communist constrnction. Economisls must concentrate 
on finding the most effective ways of utilising material and 
labour resources in the economy, the best methods of plan
ning and organising industrial and agricultural production, 
and elaborating the principles of a rational distribution of 
the productive forces and of the technical and economic 
problems of communist construction. 

The investigation of the problems of world history and 
contemporary world development must disclose the law
governed process of mankind's advance towards communism, 
the change in the balance of forces in favour of socialism, 
the aggravation of the general crisis of capitalism, the break
up of the colonial system of imperialism and its conse
quences, and the upsurge of the national-liberation movement 
of peoples. 

It is important to study the historical experience of tho 
Communist Party and the Soviet people, tried and proved 
successful in practice, the objective laws of development 
of the world socialist system and the world Communist and 
working-class movement. 

It is essential, in the future as well, to firmly defend and 
develop dialectical and historical materialism as the sci
ence of the most general laws of development of nature, so
ciety and human thinking. 

The social sciences must continue to struggle with deter
mination against bourgeois ideology, against Right-Social. 
ist theory and practice, and against revisionism and dog
matism; they must uphold the purity of the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism. 

(h) Tjes Between Science and Production. Close ties with 
the creative labour of the people and practical communist 
constrnction are an earnest of a fruitful development of 
science. 

In conformity with the require men ls of economic and cultu
ral development, it is essential to extend and improve the 
network of research institutions, including those attached 
to the central bodies directing economic development and 
those attached to the economic councils, and the network of 
research laboratories and institutes at the major indus
trial plants and in farming areas; to develop research at 
higher educational establishments; to improve the geograph-
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ical distribution of research institutions and higher edu
cational establishments, and to ensure the further develop
ment of science in all the Union republics and major eco
nomic areas. 

The research institutions must plan and co-ot·dinate their 
work in the most important fields of research in accord
ance with the plans of economic and cultural development. 
The role of the collective opinion of scientists in directing 
scientific work will increase. Free comradely discussions 
promoting the creative solution of pressing problems arc an 
essential condition for sci en ti fie development. 

The Party will adopt measures to extend and improve the 
material facilities of science and lo enlist the most capable 
creative forces in scientific pmsuits. 

It is a point of honour for Soviet scientists to consolidate 
the advanced positions which Soviet science has won in 
major branches of knowledge and to take a leading place in 
world science in all the key fields. 

,. IN THE FIELD OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, 
LlTEHATUHE AND AllT 

Cultural development during the full-scale construction of 
communist society will constitute the closing stage of a 
great cultural revolution. At this stage all the necessary 
ideological and cultural conditions will he created for the 
victory of communism. 

The growth of the productive forces, progress in engineer
ing and in the organisation of production, increased social 
activity of the working people, development of the democrat
ic principles of self-government, and a communist reorgani
sation of everyday life depend in very large measure on the 
cultural advancement of the popula Lion. 

Absorbing and developing all the best that has been creat
ed by world culture, communist cullure will be a new, 
higher stage in the cultural progress of mankind. I I will 
embody the versatility and richness of the spiritual life 
of society, and the lofty ideals and humanism of tho new 
world. It will be the culture of a classless society, a culture 
of the entire people, of all mankind. 

(a) All-Round Advancement of the Cullural Life of Soci
ety. In the period of transilion to communism, creative effort 
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in all fields of culture becomes particularly fruitful and 
accessible to all members of society. Soviet literalure, music, 
painting, cinema and theatre, lell'Yision and all the other arts, 
will attain higher standards in their ideological rnake_-u p 
and artistry. People's theatres, mass amatem· art, tcchmcal 
invention and other forms of creative endeavour by tho 
people will become widespread. The advancement of artistic 
and creative activities among the masses will ensure tho 
appearance of new gifted writers, artists, musicians and 
actors. The development and enrichment of the arls are based 
on a combination of mass amateur endeavour and profession
al art. 

The Party will work unremittingly to ensure that litera
ture, art, and culture flourish, that every individual is 
given full scope to apply his abilities, that the people aro 
educated aesthetically and develop a fine artistic taste and 
cultural habits. The artistic element. will ennoble labom· 
still more, make living conditions more attractive, and 
lift man up spiritually. 

To provide the material basis for cullural development 
on a grand scale: 

book publishing and the press will be vigorously devel
oped, and the printing and paper industries will be expanded 
accordingly; 

there will be more libraries, lecture halls and reading
rooms, theatres, houses of culture, clubs, and cinemas; 

the country-wide radio diffusion network will he com
pleted; television stations covering all industrial and 
agricultural areas will be built; 

people's universities, people's theatrical companies, and 
other amateur cultural orB:ani~a_tionswill be widely developed; 

a large network of scientific and technical laboratories 
and of art and cinema studios will be provided for the use 
of all who have the inclination and ability. 

The Party considers it necessary to distribute cultural 
inslituti~ns evenly throughout the country in order gradual
ly Lo brrng the cultural standard of the countryside level 
with that of the town and achieve rapid cultural progress in 
all the newly-developed areas. 

(b) Enhancement of the Educational Role of Literature 
and Art. S~viet litera~ur~ and art, imbued with optimism 
and dynamic commumst ideas, are great factors in ideologi-
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cal education and cullivate in Soviet people the qualities of 
builders of a new world. They must be a source of joy 
and inspiration to millions of people, express their will, 
their sentiments and ideas, enrich them ideologically and 
educate them morally. 

The highroad of literature and art lies through the strength
ening of L heir bond with the life of the people, through faithful 
and highly ar',islic depiction of the richness and versatility 
of socialist reali Ly, inspired and vivid portrayal of all 
that is new and genuinely communist, and exposure of all 
that hinders the progress of society. 

In the art of socialist realism, which is based on the princi
ples of partisanship and kinship with the people, bold pio
neering in the artistic depiction of life goes hand in hand with 
the cultivation and development of the progressive tradi-
1 ions of world cul lure. \Vriters, artists, musicians, theatri
cal workers, and film makers have eYery opportunity of 
displaying creative initiative and skill, using manifold 
forms, styles, nnd genres. 

The Communist Party shows solicilude for the proper de
velopment of literature and art and their ideological and 
artistic standards, helps social organisations and literary 
and art associations in their activities. 

(c) The Expansion of lnlernalional Cultural Relations. 
The Party considers it necessary to expand the Soviet Union's 
cultural relations with the countries of the socialist system 
and with all other countries for the purpose of pooling 
scientific and cultural achievements and of bringing about 
mutual understanding and. friendship among the peoples. 

VI. COMMUNIST CONSTRUCTION IN TlIE u.s.s.n. 
AND CO-OPERATION OF THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES 

The C. P .S. U. regards communist construction in the So
viet Union as a component of the building of communist 
society by the peoples of the entire world socialist system. 

The fact that socialist revolutions took place at difTer
ent times and that the economic and cultural levels of the 
countries concerned are dissimilar, predetermines the 
non-simultaneous completion of socialist construction in 
those countries and their non-simultaneous entry into the 
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period of the full-scale construction of communism. N evor
thelcss, the fact that the socialist countries arc· develop
ing as members of a single world socialist sy~tem and 
utilising the objective laws and advantages of this system 
enables them to reduce the time necessary for the construc
tion of socialism and offers them the prospe~t of eUecting 
the transition to communism more or less simultaneously, 
within one and the same historical epoch. 

The first country to advance to communism facilitates 
and accelerates the advance of the entire world socialist 
system to communism. In building communism, the peoples 
of the Soviet Union are breaking new roads for mankind, test
ing their correctness by their own experience, bringing out 
difficulties, finding ways and means of overcoming them, 
and selecting the best forms and methods of communist con
struction. 

Since the social forces-the working class, the co-opera
tive peasantry and the people's intelligentsia-and the social 
forms of economy (enterprises based on the two forms of 
socialist property) in the Soviet Union and in tho other soci
alist countries are of one type, there will be common basic 
objective laws for communist construction in the U .S.S.R. 
and in those countries, with due allowance made for the his
torical ·and national peculiarities of each country. 

The construction of communism in the U .S.S.R .. pro
motes the interests of every country of the socialist commun
ity, for it increases the economic might and defence potenti
al of the world socialist camp and provides progressively 
favourable opportunities for the U.S.S.R. to expand its 
economic and cultural co-operation with the other socialist 
countries and increase the assistance and support H renders 
them. 

The C.P.S.U. maintains that the existing forms of eco
nomic relations between the socialist count.ries-foreign 
trade, co-ordination of economic plans, and s.pecialisation 
and combination of production-will be developed and per
fected more and more. 

The socialist system makes possible the abolition of the 
dis parities in the economic and cultural developmonl of count
ries inherited !rom capitalism, the more rapid development 
of _the countncs whose ec_onomy l~gged behind unde1• capi
talism, the steady promot10n of theu economies and cultures 
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with the purpose of evening up the general level of develop
ment of the countries of lhe socialist community. 
This is ensured by the advantages of tho socialist econo
mic system and by equality in economic relations; by 
mutual assistance and the sharing of experience, specifi
cally, by reciprocal exchanges of scientific and techno
logical achievements and by co-ordinated research; by the 
joint consLruction of industrial projects and by co-operation 
in tho development of natural resources. All-round fraternal 
co-operation benefits every socialist country and the world 
socialist system as a whole. 

It is in the best interest of socialist and communist con
struction that each socialist country combines the effort to 
strengthen and develop its national economy with the effort 
to expand economic co-operation of tho socialist communily 
as a whole. The development and levelling of the economy of 
the socialist countries must be achieved primarily by every 
country using its internal resources to the full, by improving 
the forms and methods of economic leadership, steadily ap
plying the Leninist principles and methods of socialist eco
nomic management, and making effective use of the advan
tages of the world socialist system. 

Material prerequisites for the construction of communism 
are created by tho labour of the people of the country con
cerned and by its steadily growing contribution to Lhe com
mon cause-the consolidation of the sociaU-st system. This 
purpose is served by the applicaLion in socialist construction 
of the law of planned, proportionate development; encour
agement of the creative initiative and labour activity of tho 
masses; continuous perfection of the system of the interna
tional division of labour through the co-ordination of nation
al economic plans, specialisation and combination of produc
tion within the world socialist system on the basis of volunta
ry participation, mutual benefit and an overall improvement 
of the level of science and engineering; the study of collecLive 
experience; the promotion of co-operation and fraternal 
mutual assistance; strict adherence to the principles of 
material incentive and the all-round promotion of moral 
stimuli to work for the good of society; control over the meas
ure of labour and rate of consumption. 

Socialism brings peoples and countries together. In the 
course of extensive co-operation in all economic, socio-
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political and cultural fields, t~e common economic basis of 
world socialism will be consolidated. 

The objective laws of tho world socialist system, tho 
growth of the productive forces of socialis_t ~ociety, a~d 
the vital interests of the peoples of the socialist countrrns 
predetermine an in~reasing affinity of t~e various nalional 
economies. As Lenm foresaw, tendencies develop toward 
the future creation of a world communist economy regulated . 
by the victorious working people according to one single plan. 

The C.P .S. U., in community with the Communist parties of 
the other socialist countries, regards the following as its tasks: 

in the political field, the utmost strengthening of the 
world socialist system; promotion of fraternal relations· 
with all the socialist countries on lines of complete equali
ty and voluntary co-operation; political consolidatio_n of the 
countries of the socialist community for joint struggle 
against impel'ialist aggressors, for universal peace and for 
the complete triumph of communism; 

in the economic field, expansion of trade between the so
cialist countries; development of the international socialist 
division of labour; increasing co-ordination of long-range 
economic plans of the socialist countries Lo ensure a 
maximum saving of social labour and an accelerated devel
opment of the world socialist economy; the promotion of 
scientific and technical co-operation; 

in the cultural field, steady development of all forms of 
cultural co-operation and intercourse between the peoples 
of the socialist countries; exchanges of cultural achieve
ments; encouragement of joint creative eifOl't by scientists, 
writers and artists; extensive measures to ensure the mutual 
enrichment of national cultures and bring the mode of life 
and the spiritual cast of the socialist nations closer together . 

. The C.P.S.U. and the Soviet people will do everything in 
their power to support all the peoples of the socialist com
munity in the construction of socialism and _communism. 

VII. THE PARTY IN THE PERIOD OF FULL-SCALE 
COMMUNIST CONSTRUCTION 

As a result of the victory of socialism in the U .S.S.R. 
and the consolidation of the unity of Soviet society, the Com
munist Party of the working class has become the vanguard of 
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the Soviet people, a Party of the entire people, and extended 
its guiding influence to all spheres of social life. The Party 
is the brain, the honour and tho conscience of our epoch, of 
the Soviet people, the people effecting great revolutionary 
transformations. It looks keenly into the future and shows 
the people scientifically-motiv~ted roads along which to 
advance, arouses titanic energy 111 the masses and leads them 
to the accomplishment of great tasks. 

Tho period of full-scale communist construction is charac
terised by a furlhot· enhancement of the role and importance 
of the Communist Party as the leading and guiding force of 
Soviet society. 

Unlike all the preceding socio-economic formations, com
munist society does not develop spontaneously, but as a 
result of the conscious and purposeful efforts of the masses 
led by the Marxist-Leninist Party. The Communist Party, 
which unites the foremost representatives of the working 
class, of all working people, and is closely connected with the 
masses, which enjoys unbounded prestige among the people 
and understands the laws of social development, provides 
proper leadership in communist construction as a whole, 
giving it an organised, planned and scientifically based char
acter. 

The enhancement of the role of the Party in the life of 
Soviet society in the new stage of its development derives 
from: 

the growing scope and complexity of the tasks of commu
nist construction, which call for a higher level of political 
and organisational leadership; 

the growth of the creative activity of the masses and the 
part~ciyatio~ of fresh millions of working people in tho 
admu11strat1on of stato affairs and of production; 

the further development of socialist democracy, tho en
hancement of the role of social organisations, the extension 
of the rights of the Union republics and local organisations; 

the growing importance of the theory of scientific com
munism, of its creative development and propaganda, the 
necessity for improving the communist education of the work
ing people and struggling to overcome the SLtrvivals of the 
past in the minds of people. 

There must be a new, higher stage in the development of 
the Party itself and of its political, ideological, and organi-
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sational work that is in conformity with the full-scale 
buildin(J" of communism.· The Party will continuously im
prove the forms and metho~s ~f its work, so t~at its leade'.·
ship of the masses, of the bmldrng of the matenal and te_chn)
cal basis of communism, of tho development of society s 
spiritual life will keep pace with the growing requirements 
of the epoch of communist construction. 

Being tho vanguard of the people building a communist 
society, the Party must also be in the van in the organisa
tion of internal Party life and serve as an example and mod
el in developing the most advanced forms of public com
munist self-government. 

Undeviating observance of the Leninist standards of 
Party life and the principle of collective leadership, enhance
ment of the responsibility of Party organs and their pe1·
sonnel to the Party rank and file, promotion of tho activity 
and initiative of all Communists and of their participation 
in elaborating and realising the policy of the Party, and the 
development of criticism and self-criticism, are a law of 
Party life. This is an imperative condition of the ideolog
ical and organisational strength of the Party itself, of 
tho unity and solidarity of Party ranks, of an all-round 
development of inner-Party democracy and an activisation 
on this basis of all Party forces, and of tho strengthening of 
ties with the masses. 

Tho cult of the individual, and the violations of collec
tivism in leadership, of inner-Party democracy and socialist 
legality arising out of it, are incompatible with the Leninist 
principles of Party life. The cult of the individual belittles 
the role of th_o Party_ and ~he masses and hampers the develop
ment of the 1deolog1cal hfe of the Party and the creative ac
tivity of the working people. 

In order to effect tho Leninist principle of collective lead
ership ~onsistently, !o ensure a greater influx of fresh Party 
forces rnto the loadrng Party organs, to properly combine 
old and young cadres, and to rule out the possibility of an 
excessive concentration of power in the hands of individual 
officials and prevent cases of their getting beyond the con
trol of the collective, the Party considers it necessary to carry 
out the following measures: 

(a) T? introduce in practice a regular renewal, in certain 
pruport10ns, of the members of all elected Party bodies-
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from primary organisations to the Central Committee, 
at the same Limo preserving continuity of leadership. 

At all regular elections, not less than one-quarter of tho 
members of the Central Committee of the C.P .S. U. and its 
Presidium shall be renewed. Presidium members may, as a 
rule, be olocted for not more than three successive terms. 
Particular Party workers may, by virtue of their generally
recognised authority and high political, organisational 
and other abilities, be successively elected to the leading 
Loclios for a longer period. In that case, the respective 
candidate is considered elected, provided not less than 
three-quarters of the votes are cast for him by secret ballot. 

Members of tho Central Committees of the Communist 
parties of Union republics, of territorial and regional com
mittees shall be renewed by not less than one-third at each 
regular election, and those of area, city and district commit
tees, and the committees and bureaus of primary Party organ
isations shall he renewed by one-half. Furthermore, mem
bers of these leading Party bodies may be elected consecutive
ly for not more than three terms, and secretaries of the prima
ry Party organisations for not more than two consecutive 
terms. 

A Party organisation may, in consideration of the politi
cal and professional qualities of a person, elect him to its 
leading body for a longer period. In that case a candidate 
is considered elected if not less than three-quarters of the 
Communists attending vote for him. 

Party members not re-elected to a leading Party Lody on 
the expiration of their term may be re-elected at subsequent 
elections. 

A decision on the removal of a member from the C.C. 
C.P .S. U. and other leading organs shall be adopted solely 
hy secret ballot, and is valid when not less than two-thirds of 
the members of the body concerned vote in favour of tho 
decision. 

(b) To extend the application of the elective principle 
and that of accountability in Party organisations at all 
levels, including Party organisations working under special 
conditions (Army, Navy). 

(c) To enhance tho role of Party meetings, conferences, 
congresses and plenary meetings of Party committees and 
other collective bodies. To provide favourable conditions 
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for a free and business-like discussion within the Party of 
questions concerning its policy and practical activities, for 
comradely discussions of controversial or insufficiently clear 
matters. 

(d) To reduce steadily the salaried Party staffs, enlist
ing Communists more extensively as non-salaried workers 
doing voluntary work. 

(e) To develop criticism and self-criticism to the utmost 
as a tried and Lested method of work and a means of disclos
ing and rectifying errors and shortcomings and properly 
educating cadres. 

In the period of full-scale communist construction the 
role and responsibility of every Party momhor will steadily 
increase. It is the duty of a Communist, in production, 
in social and personal life, to he a model in the struggle 
for the development and consolidation of communist rela
tions, and to observe the principles and norms of communist 
morality. The C.P .S. U. will reinforce its ranks with tho 
most politically conscious and active working people, and 
keep pure and hold high the name of Communist. 

The development of inner-Party democracy must ensure 
greater activity among Communists and enhance their respon
sibility for the realisation of the noble ideals of communism. 
It will promote the cultivation in them of an inner, organic 
need to act always and in all matters in full accordance with 
the principles of the Party and its lofty aims. 

The Party will continue to strengthen the unity and soli
darity of its ranks, and to maintain the purity of Marxism
Leninism. The Party preserves such organisational guaran
tees as are provided by the Rules of the C.P.S.U. against 
all manifestations of factionalism and group activity incom
patible with Marxist-Leninist Party principles. The un
shakable ideological and organisational unity of the Party is 
the most important source of its invincibility, a gzzarantee 
for the successful solution of the great tasks of communist 
construction. 

The people are the decisive force in the building of commu
nism. The Party exists for the people, and it is in serving the 
people that it sees the purpose of its activity. To further ex
tend and deepen the ties between the Party and the people 
is an imperative condition of success in the struggle for com
munism. The Party considers it its duty always to consult 
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the working people on the major questions of home and for
eign policy, to make these questions an object of nation
wide discussion, and to attract the more extensive partici
pation of non-members in all its work. The more socialist de
mocracy develops, the broade1· and more versatile the work 
of the Party among the working people must be, and the 
stronger will be its influence among the masses. 

The Party will in every way promote the extension and 
improvement of the work of the Soviets, the trade unions, the 
Y.C.L., and other mass organisations of working people, and 
the development of the creative energy and initiative of 
the masses, and will strengthen the unity and friendship 
of all the peoples of the U .S.S.R. 

TheC.P.S.U.is an integral partoftheinternationalCom
munist and working-class movement. The tdcd and tested 
Marxist-Leninist principles of proletarian internationalism 
will continue to be inviolable principles which the Party 
will follow undeviatingly. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union will continue to 
strengthen the unity of tho international Communist move
ment, to develop fraternal ties with all the Communist and 
Workers' parties and to co-ordinate its actions with the ef
forts of all the contingents of the world Communist move
ment in the joint struggle against the danger of a new world 
war, for the interests of the working people, for peace, de
mocracy, and socialism. 

* * * 

Such is the programme of work for communist construc
tion which the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has 
mapped out. 

The achievement of communism in the U.S.S.R. will 
be the greatest victory mankind has ever won throughout 
its long history. Every new step made towards the bright 
peaks of communism inspires the working masses in all 
countries, renders immense moral support to the struggle for 
the liberation of all peoples from social and national oppres
sion, and brings closer the triumph of Marxism-Leninism on 
a world-wide scale. 

When the Soviet people will enjoy the blessings of commu
nism, new hundreds of millions of people on earth will say: 

127 



_"We are for communism!" It is not through war with other 
countries, but by the example of a more perfect organisation 
of society, by rapid progress in developing the productive 
forces, the creation of all conditions for the happiness and 
well-being of man, that the ideas of communism win the 
minds and hearts of the masses. 

The forces of social progress will inevitably grow in all 
countries, and this will assisL the builders of communism 
in the SovieL Union. 

The Party proceeds from the Marxist-Leninist proposition: 
history is made by the people, and communism is a 
creation of the people, of its energy and intelligence. 
The victory of communism depends on people, and com
munism is built for people. Every Soviet man brings the 
triumph of communism nearer by his labour. The successes 
of communist construction spell abundance and a happy 
life to all, and enhance the might, prestige and glory of the 
Soviet Union. . · 

The Party is confident that the Soviet people will accept 
the new Programme of the C.P.S.U. as their own vital 
cause, as the greatest purpose of their life and as a banner 
of nation-wide struggle for the building of communism. 
The Party calls on all Communists, on the entire Soviet 
people-all working men and women, collective farmers and 
workers by brain-to apply their energies to the successful 
fulfilment of the historic tasks set forth in this Programme. 

UNDER THE TRIED AND TESTED LEADERSHIP OF THE COllli\lUNlST 
PARTY, UNDER THE BANNER OF MARXISM-LENINISM, THE sovrn·r 
PEOPLE HAVE BUILT SOCIALISM. 

UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY, UNDER THE BANNER 
OF MARXISM-LENINISM, THE SOVIET PEOPLE WILL BUILD COI\Il'IIU· 
NIST SOCIETY. 

THE PARTY SOLEMNLY PROCLAIMS: THE PRESENT GENERATION 
OF SOVIET PEOPLE SHALL LIVE IN COMMUNISilII 
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