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PREFACE 

These two lectures were delivered in February, 1958, at the invitation of 
the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. They are printed as they were 
delivered without any alterations. Indian historians are faced today with n 
double problem-that of completing the many gaps in the history of the country, 
and that of interpreting the facts of Indian history. The cause of historical 
knowledge would have been considerably furthered if we had undertaken these 
twin tasks simultaneously; but unfortunately, as is well-known, since winning 
Independence, we have been more concerned with interpreting the facts of Indian 
history rather than with completing or correcting them wherever they were incom• 
plcte or incorrect. A period of Indian history which has remained practically 
where the earlier historians had left it decades ago, is that relating to the ancient 
history of Western India, particularly of Gujarat. 1 have set myself 
in these two lectures the task of understanding one small aspect of the ancient 
history of Gujarat because of the special bearing it has on a current problem 
which I have mentioned in the opening paragraph of the first lecture. The 
approach to history I have adopted in these lectures is perhaps a pragmatic one, 
in the sense that, as explained in the concluding paragraphs of the second lecture, 
I have ventured to explain the contribution of two of the greatest sons of 
Gujarat-Sura~tra, and therefore, of modern India, in tenns of the tendencies 
and facts of the past. In so far as this is a study of the present in terms of the 
past but with a special bias towards the environmental origins or the subject 
under discussion, it may appear to be a bit bizarre, especially to those to whom 
the bare recounting and narration or the facts of the past, without any reference 
to the events of today, is the s111111m1111 /,01111111 of historical interpretation. 

I take this opportunity of expressing my gratefulness lo the Syndicate of 
the Maharaja Sayajirao University or Baroda for having given me an opportunity 
of delivering these lectures. l am particularly grateful to Shrimati Hansaben Mehta, 
the past Vice-Chancellor of the M. S. University of Baroda for the interest she 
has taken in them; to the present Vice-Chancellor Dr. Jyotindra M. Mehta; 
and to the Pro-Vice-Chancellor Dr. C. S. P.ltel, for their kind solicitude in seeing 
this work through the Press. My only regret is that the charming soul to whom 
I have dedicated this little work, is no more \\ith us to see it in print. 

Yugadi, 1960. B. A. SAi ETORE. 

Sarnswatpur, Dharwar 
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The history of ancient Gujarat is bristling with difficulties. There is the 
question of the name and limits of ancient Gujarat. It is difficult to say which 
part of the province was exactly Gujarat, and how far it was isolated from 
Sura~tra. Then there is the problem of the rapidity and intensity of foreign 
settlements which have resulted in a baffling mass of ethnic problems that still 
await solution. Thirdly, there is the bewildering number of chronicles which, 
because of their vastness and disparity in the presentation of facts, are more a 
source of anxiety than inspiration for historians. Fourthly, there is the predelic
tion to a particular part of Gujarat on the part of modern scholars, which blurs 
our vision of the whole picture. Finally, there is the growing tendency in our 
own days of adopting a novel method of studying the Past from the standpoint 
of the Present which sets at naught all canons of historical judgment. Whatever 
may be the attraction from other points of view of this method of assessing the 
Past, there seems to be hardly any doubt that, if it is seriously accepted as a valid 
criterion of studying the Past. then, the Present should be prepared to be judged 
by the unknown standards of the Future with all the disastrous consequences 
which such an irrational method might entail. 

The more intelligible and profitable approach to the Past would be to study 
the Past by the standards of the Past, and, if need be, to understand some of the 
problems of the Present on the background of the historical data of the Past. 
One such major problem which has often confronted me as it must have all those 
\\ho might have seriously thought of contemporary India, relates to the province 
of Gujarat. Jt may be stated thus-How could we explain the part played by 
modern Gujarat in the formation of a Free India ? If we wish to answer this 
question which I shall do towards the end of the lectures, it is necessary to mention 
some prominent traits in the people of Gujarat which, while being perhaps visible 
to some extent amongst all people, nevertheless distinguish the people of this pro
vince from those of the rest of India. These characteristics may be stated thus
their tolerance and liberality, their unique commercial genius, and their sense of 
practicability in solving intricate questions of life. It is while trying to find out 
the probable historical causes which might have brought them into existence, 
that we come across the main currents in the history of ancient GujaraL 

While mentioning the difficulties which face the historian of ancient Gujarat, 
I stated above that a serious obstacle which confronts us is the one which relates 
to the predeliction which some modern scholars have shown to a p~rticular part 
of Gujarat. This is either th~ so~the~n or central part of _th~ province. I. must 
confess that there is not sufficient Justification for this part1a!Jty to any particular 
part of Gujarat. lf the Gujara_t o~ ~~e ~fth and six~h century A._D. and after 
could be linked with a prehistoric c1V1hzat1on-and this could certamly be do?e, 
<is J shall presently mention !-there is no reason why two other Gujarats which 
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have also a claim to antiquity, should not be linked with a prehistoric civilization, 
and why their annals should not be studied along with those of the Gujarat of 
Western India in order to form a composite picture of the .part played by all the 
people called Giirjars. There is, for instance, Gujarat lying between 30° 10° 
and 33° N. latitude, and between 73° 20° and 74° 33° E. longitude, which forms 
the easternmost district of the Rawalpindi division now in Pakistan. lts boundaries 
are Jammu and Kashmir on the north, the river Jhelum on the north-west, the 
Shahapur district on the west, and the Tavi and the Chenab on the south-east, 
which separate it from the districts of Sialkot and Gurjanwala. Its area so early 
as 1881 was 1973 square miles, and its headquarters the town of Gujarat, four 
miles from the bed of the Chenab. 1 Exactly seventy-two years ago ( 1885 ), 
Dr. W. W. Hunter wrote thus about this northernmost Gujarat :-" Numerous 
relics of antiquity stud the surface of the Gujarat District. Mounds of ancient 
construction yield considerable numbers of coins, and abound in archaic bricks, 
whose size and type prove them to belong to the prehistoric period of Hindu 
architecture. General Cunningham has identified one of these shapeless masses, 
now occupied by the village of Moga, or Mong, with the ~ite of Nikaea, the city 
built by Alexander on the field of his victory over Porus .... Copper coins of all 
the so-called lndo-Scythian kings are found in abundance amongst the rubbish 
which compose the heap ( that is, the mound, which is 50 feet high with a super
ficial diamension of 600 by 400 feet ). Gujarat itself occupies an ancient site, 
though the existing town dates only from the times of Akabar. Jat and Giirjar 
tribes form the primitive elements of the population, and their legends afford 
a concurrence of testimony in favour of the view that their ancestors entered the 
District from the east in comparatively modern times. " 2 

Apart from the above Gujarat District is another Gujarat which forms 
the south-east tehsil of the Gujarat district, Punjab. It is situated between 30° 24° 
and 32° 53° N. latitude and between 73° 49° and 74° 31 ° E. longitude, compnsmg 
chiefly the lowland tract along the Chenab. Its area in 1881 was 554 square 
miles. 3 The headquarters of this district is also called Gujarat.~ In regard 
to this town, too, Dr. Hunter wrote that it stood upon " an ancient site formerly 
occupied by two successive cities, the second of which General Cunningham 
supposes to have been destroyed in A.D. 1303, the year of an early Mughal inva
sion of India. " 5 

From the standpoint of antiquity ·and ethnic origin, therefore, the history 
of the above two districts should be studied along with that of the Gujarat of 
Western India, if any stable conclusions are to be arrived at in regard to the early 
culture and migration of the people called Gurjars. But the two northern dis
tricts of Gujarat do not seem to have received any notice at the hands of archaeo
logists and historians, whose attention has naturally been drawn to the Gujarat of 
Western India, the history of which is traceable with some certainty in the ancient 
times. The one scholc1r, however, who pointed out the possibility of connecting 
the history of Gujarat of Western India with its two namesakes in the north, 
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was Dr. George Bilhler, who suggested that the Gujarat kingdom of Bhroach 
in the seventh century A.D., was an offshoot of a larger Gujarat kingdom in the 
north, represented by the Gurjara District of the Punjab. 0 This suggestion of 
the eminent Indologist still remains to be worked out. It is not unlikely that if 
investigations are carried out in this direction, historians might perhaps throw 
some light not only on the affinity of the Giirjars, who occupied the northern 
districts, and their brethren who made a province of Western India so famous, 
but also on the attractive suggestion thrown out by Mr. A. M. T. Jackson long 
ago, as to whether and to what extent the famous Porus, king of the Punjab, 
who fought against Alexander the Great, was the king of Gujarat. 7 

But the utter neglect to which the two northern districts of Gujarat have 
fallen in the field of ancient Indian history, and the availability of source materials 
for the study of the Gujarat province in Western India, justify our concentration 
on the history of the latter province in the Ilombay State. It extends from 20° 
to 24° 45° N. latitude, and from 69° to 74° 24° E. longitude. It comprises on 
the mainland th.! districts of Surat, Bhroach, Kaira, Panchmahals, and Ahmeda
bad, with an area of over IO, 158 square miles, together with the scattered areas 
of the erstwhile Baroda State, the Indian States of Sura~tra, the old Mahi Kanthii 
and Rewa Kiil)!hfi. Agencies, the old States of Kutch, Cambay, Narukot, and 
those under the Surat Agency ( Bandsa, Dharampur, and Sachin) with a total 
area of over 59,880 miles. 6 It is this wide region which is the subject of our study. 
It includes the peninsula of Sura~tra, and is bound on the north by Rajputana, 
on the east by the spurs of the Vindhyas, and the Satpura ranges, on the south 
hy Konkan, and on the west by the Sea. 0 

This great province was fortunate enough to receive the attention of the 
archaeologist Mr. R. Bruce Foot in 1893, who discovered two stone products 
of human art and workmanship in the bed of the Siibramati opposite the village 
of Sa<;lolia and at the Pedhiimli. 10 The prehistoric claims of Gujarat of Western 
India have been substantiated by the recent archaeological di:,coveries at Lothal 
in the Sarngwala village or the Ahme<labad District, and at Rangpur, thirty 
miles to the south-west of Lothal which definitely connect the Lothal and Rangpur 
civilization with that of Mohenjo Daro and Harappa. 11 In what manner these 
people of antiquity, who lived in this region around Lothal and Rangpur, could 
be connected with the later people, who were called Gur:iars, is a problematical 
question that could be solved only by future reserach. At any rate, when the 
Lothal antiquarian finds will have been unravelled, they will have brought to light 
the first and the most ancient main current in the history of early Gujarat. 

The next main current is that which connects Gujarat with the heroes of 
the Mahabharata. The close association of Owarka with the Yii.davas, and more 
particularly with the divine Hero of the epic, Kmia, forms by itself a most signi
ficant chapter in the history of ancient Gujarat. There is little to be added to 
the delineation of the part pla~ cd by Gujaat in the history of the epic, as des
cribed long ago by that most eminent historian of Gujarat. Pandit Bhaghvanlal 
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indraji. 12 According to him, Gujarat consisted of three divisions-Anartta, 
Sura~tra, and Lata. And, also according to him, Anartta was another name 
of Anandapura or Vaqnagar.13 The name Anartta, however, is traceable to the 
Mahabharata, where it is stated that Anartta was the son of Saryati and grand
son of Manu. Anartta had a son named Revata, who from his capital of Ku$as
tha!i or Dwarka, governed the country called Anartta. 14 Without entering 
into this question of the existence of Gujarat in the days of that epic, I may merely 
state that the major contribution of the second main current in the ancient history 
of Gujarat, flowing from the Mahabharata, is the concept of bhakti or devotion, 
which has played a most important part in the history of all sections of the people 
of the Gujarat of the post-Mahabharata days. 

For ages we lose sight of Gujarat till we come to the fourth century B.C. 
Excepting for the occurrence of the name Anartta in the geographical list of Pai:iini 
( seventh century B.C. ), who locates it after Videha and before Mathara,15 there is 
no indication that that great grammarian was aware of either Gujarat or Sura~tra. 
The ending of some geographical names in his work are supposed by some modern 
scholars to refer to some places in Gujarat. 18 But there are hardly any grounds 
for such an identification. It has been assumed not without some justification 
that Mcgasthenes' Orastrae, " who reach to the island of Palaia ", was no other 
than Sura~tra.17 We arc on still firmer ground when we come to Kautilya ( fourth 
century B.C. ), who mentions both Sura~tra and Gujarat. The former is men
tioned in two different contexts-once while listing the names of countries where 
the best elephants were bred, and later on while describing the conduct of corpora
tions. Kautilya relates that eleph::>.nts bred in countries like Kalinga. Anga, 
Karii~a, and the East, were the best ; those of the Dasari:ia and Western countries 
( Apariinta ) were of middle quality ; and those of Sura~tra and Paiicajana coun
tries were of low quality. 18 While dealing with the conduct of corporations. 
he writes thus :-" The corporations of warriors ( K$atriydsre{1i) of Kambhoja 
and SuraHra and other countries live by agriculture, trade and the wielding of 
weapons.18 We shall see later on that this description of the corporations occu
pying Sura~tra will help us to identify the people who had migrated to that pro
vince. 

Kautilya's reference to Gujarat proper, however, is not so very explicit. 
He refers to it by the name Aratta thus, while describing the breed of horses :
" The breed of Kambhoja, Sindhu, Arana, and Vanayu countries are the best ; 
those of Bahlika, Papeya, Sauvira, and Taitala are of middle quality : and the 
rest ordinary ( al'ardh) ". 20 J would identify Aratta mentioned by Kautilya 
with Gujarat on the following grounds :-Kautilya places Arana after Sindhu 
and before Vanayu countries. The former is of course Sindh, but the latter is 
not identifiable. The proximity of Aratta to Sindh in the account of Kautilya 
strongly suggests that we have to refer the former term to Gujarat, rather than 
to Sura~ira proper, since, if it had been SuriiHra, that great prime minister would 
certainly have used the name Sura~tra which he has used in two other contexts, 
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as we have already seen. Arana cannot be the Punjab, as is supposed by some 
scholars, 21 for two reasons :- Kautilya mentions Biihlika -in the next sentence., 
which term could only have referred to the s,:-ttlements of the Biihlikas or the 
Bactrians in the Punjab, whose modern descendants are called Bhallas. 28 Second
ly, the location of AraHa can be made with the help of a later foreign writer, the 
anonymous author of the work called Periplus of the Erythrean Sea ( middle 
of the first century A.D. ). In this work the anonymous author states that next 
to Baraka, which had been identified by Mr. A. M. T. Jackson, with Dwarka, 
flows the gulf of Barygaza or Bhroach. Along the sea cost is a Syrastrene ( which 
is obviously the land of the Surastreni or the corporation of warriors mentioned 
by Kautilya ). while inland from Barygaza lay the Aratriori who were the people 
of Aratta. 23 It is obvious, therefore, that we have to locate the Aratias immed
iately in the vicinity of Bhroach, according to the evidence of the anonymous 
author of the Perip!ul Now when we know that the land round-about Bhroach 
was occupied by the Gurjars. and that Arana may be a corruption of the word 
AnarHa, we may accept Gerini's identification of Aratta with Gujarat, as men
tioned by another foreign writer Ptolemy ( of the second century A. D. ). as being 
correct. 2·1 

The antiquity of Gujarat-Sura~tra being thus settled 011 historical grounds. 
let us now try to piece together the threads of recorded historical data. This 
brings us to th'e third main current in the history of ancient Gujarat, that relating 
to the Mauryas. The evidence of Kau(ilya cited above, proves that in his days 
the Mauryan government was certainly aware of both Surii~tra and Gujarat. 
Direct evidence relating to this province in the reign of Candragupta Maurya 
is, however, lacking, although later Buddhist, Jaina, and Brahman writers have 
something to say in regard to this province during Candragupta Maurya's suc
cessors. The only source of information relating to that Mauryan ruler's over
lordship of Gujarat-Surii~!ra is the Gimar rock inscription of the Mahak~iitrapa 
Rudradiiman ( A.O. 150 ), in which we are informed that the huge lake called 
Sudarsana near the rock where the inscription was discovered. was originally 
made by Pu~yagupta of tl1e Vaisya caste, who is described in that record as being 
the brother-in-law of Candragupta Maurya. 25 Since in that inscription it is 
explicitly stated that governor Pu~yagupta was thus related to the Mauryan 
Emperor, and since no royal titles have been given to him in the record, it has 
been rightly surmised that he occupied the subordinate position of a provincial 
viceroy, and that, therefore, Candragupta Maurya certainly extended his sway 
over Surii\itra. 26 

The same rock inscription of Rudradiiman at Gimar continues to narrate 
that in the reign of Emperor Asoka. the latter's viceroy Tu~iispa adorned the 
same Jake called Sudarsana with conduits. 2; This statement in the Gimar 
inscription implies that the Mauryan sway over Sura~\ra continued for three 
generations from the days of Candragupta Maurya to those of Asoka. 28 

A digression is necessary here about the viceroy Tu~ii.spa administering 
SurilHra under Emperor Asoka. To what race did he belong and how can we 
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explain his presence in this province in the reign of Emperor Asoka ? As regards 
the first question, all scholars are agreed that that name suggests a foreigner 
( yavana ). Since in the Gimar inscription of the Mahak~iitrapa Rudradaman, 
Tu~aspa is explicitly called a yavana-rdja, 29 we have to conclude that before he 
was appointed as a viceroy by Emperor Asoka, he had already established his 
status as a rdja (king) among the Yavanas. Otherwise it cannot be understood 
why the title of a rdja should have been given to him even after he had become 
a viceroy under Asoka. From this it follows that there were already in the days 
of Asoka either in Surii~tra, or, what is more probable, in the western border
lands of his great Empire, Yavanas who had their own political leaders one of whom 
was evidently Tusiispa. The name Tusaspa has rightly been taken to suggest 
a Persian origin from its close resemblance to the name Kershasp common among 
the Parsis of Bombay. 30 I may further substantiate this by saying that this name 
is similar to the following names-Gushtasp, the father of lsfandiyar ; Jamasp 
a name common amongst the Parsis ; and Vishtasp, which refers to the original 
part of the Zend Avesta.31 Professor Rapson called him, however, merely a 
Yavana ; but Dr. Vincerrt Smith styled him as a Persian. 82 Professor W. W. Tarn 
would call him a Yavana but with an Iranian name.33 We may leave this point 
rJther unsettled here. 

Now how can we explain Tu~aspa's presence here in Surii~\ra ? Dr. H. D. 
Sankalia puts thc samc question and answers it in the following manner :
" Why should a Yavana--Grcek or Iranian-be put in charge of Sura~tra by Asoka? 
The explanation is to be found in the fact that 50 years previous to the Mauryan 
occupation of Sura~tra. parts of north-western and western India, including 
perhaps Sind and Sura~1r.i. were under the hegemony of the Iranian emperor 
Darius and hi, '.ucccssors. Either a number of Persian or Iranians had come 
and settled down in those newly conquered or controlled territories and so an 
Iranian was sent down as their governor or merely an Iranian was appointed 
to this new province. When the Mauryas conquered Sura~tra, they found for 
some reasons, necessary or convenient, to continue this practice. Viewed under 
this political background, the term Yavana might more probably connote any 
north-we~tern foreigner and not necessarily an Iranian Greek. " 31 

There is hardly any justification for the above assumptions, which violate 
the known facts of Inda-Persian history. The first assumpl10n relates to the 
Persian Emperor Darius I, who will figure later on in our study. He reigned 
from B.C. 521 till B.C. 485. 36 Now the earliest date we have for Candragupta 
Maurya, the founder of the Mauryan dynasty, is B.C. 326.38 Therefore, there 
was a wide gap of nearly 195 years between Darius I and Candragupta l\faurya_ 
Any attempt to narrow it down to fifty years would be historically suicidal, 

l mav now turn to the conquest of some Indian provinces by Emperor 
Darius I and his successors. The sources of information relating to this part 
of our study are one of the two old Persian block tablets sunk in the wall of the 
Platforn1 at Persepolis,. carved probably between 8.C. 518 and B.C. 515, and the 
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upper of the two inscriptions chiselled around the tomb of Darius I on the cliff 
at Naksh-i-Rustum which must have been incised some time after B.C. 515. In 
addition to the testimony of these records, we have the evidence of Harodotus 
( fifth century B.C. ), and of the apocryphal Greek version of the Book of Ezra 
known as I. Esdras. Professor Rapson summarized the evidence of all these 
sources, in regard to the extent of the Empire of Darius I, and came to the fol
lowing conclusion :-That the conquests of Darius I in the latter half of the sixth 
century B.C., were not carried beyond the Punjab plain; and that the Persian 
influence in the south extended to the valley of the Indus from its upper course 
to the sea, with the possibility at that time of navigating by sea from the Indus 
to Persia. a; Dr. Vincent Smith, commenting on the extent of the Empire of 
Darius I, writes that the Indian provinces of that Persian monarch comprised 
the whole of Sindh, and perhaps a considerable portion of the Punjab east of the 
Indus. 38 In the light of these conclusions, therefore, it would be incorrect to 
include Sura~tra in the list of the provinces under Darius l. This would mean 
that the main plank of the theory that there must have been Iranians in Sura~tra 
since the days of Darius I falls to the ground. 

A further examination of the history of the lndo-lranian relations will 
prove that it is futile to associate the province of Sura~tra with the Iranians. 
After the death of Darius J, as is well known to students of Greeko-Persian history, 
there was no forward movement in Persia. In fact, with the rise or Philip ll of 
Macedon, and in particular of his illustrious son Alexander the Great. the 
Achaemenian Empire may be said to be on its decline. 29 No doubt, the Iranian 
sway continued to be cast over the north-west of India for about a century till 
the end of the Achaemenian period in B.C. 330. This is proved by the fa.ct 
that in the army of Emperor Xerxes ( B.C. 486-465 ), an Indian contingent com
prising infantry and cavalry regiments. was included, when he marched against 
Greece; and also by the fact that Darius III ( B.C. 330) was able to recruit Indian 
troops with elephants, when he met Alexander the Great in the famous battle of 
Arbela. 40 But the Persian influence seems to have hardly gone beyond the region 
of the Indus and its affiuents.41 Persia fell before the onslaughts of Alexander 
the Great. '2 This rou~h sketch of the relations between Persia and l~dia will 
show that Sura~tra never figured in the history of the Indo-lranran penod; and 
that, therefore, any hypothesis concerning the presence of the Iranians in Sura~t_ra 
fifty years before the rise of Candragupta Maurya, would be altogether unhis-

torical. 
How then can we explain the presence of a . Ya\'fmardja, "king of the 

Yavanas " as Tu~aspa is called in the Girniir inscription of the Mahiik~atrapa 
Rudrad;man in SuriiHra ? It is no use imagining that a number of Iranians 
must have s~ttled down in the newly conquered or controlled territories, since 
the Iranians never reached Surii~tra. lt is also fruitless to affirm that an Iranian 
was sent as the governor of the Iranians in that province, or that merely an 
Iranian was appointed as the viceroy over the new province of Surastra. In 
order to understand why the Yava11arcija Tu~aspa was appointed as a viceroy 
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over Sura~tra, we have to recount one or two facts mentioned above. The first 
refers to the Iranian influence which since the days of Emperor Darius I had 
undoubtedly made itself felt in the Punjab and perhaps in Sindh. The second 
refers to the reign of Emperor Asoka. His II Gimar, V. Gimar, and XIII 
Gimar Edicts, not to mention others, clearly affirm that among his borderers 
such as the Yona king Antiyaka, and among kings who were Antiyaka's neigh
bours, 43 and among the Yonas, Kiimbhojas, and Giindhiiras, the people were 
conforming to Devanampriya's instruction in morality; and that medical treat
ment for men and beasts was established for the benefit of those people." These 
Rock Edicts, therefore, definitely prove that, leaving aside the Yona king Antiyaka, 
the Yonas were well known to the officials of Emperor Asoka; and that they were 
to be located in the regions contiguous to those of the Kambhojas and the 
Gandharas-that is, in the regions of the north-west of India. There was nothing 
to prevent any one of the chieftains among the Yonas of this regions from taking 
up service under Emperor Asoka. 

Another fact which proves our contention that that Mauryan monarch 
was certainly in touch with the Yonas 1s given in the later Buddhist tradition as 
recorded in the Maluivari1sa, which mentions the Buddhist missionary, the Yavana 
Dharmarak~ita, as the evangelical ambassador sent to Aparantaka.46 The 
Buddhist tradition also of a later date, further proves that the Buddhist missionary 
Maharak~ita was sent to the Yavana or Greek country.48 

The above facts enable us to assert that Emperor Asoka was not only 
aware of the Yavanas but that he had under him Yavanas, some of whom rose 
to great eminence as his trusted missionary ambassadors. If he could get one 
prominent Yavana as a missionary, he could certainly have got another Yavana 
as a provincial viceroy. In other words, the possibility of Emperor Asoka's 
having in his service highly placed Yavanas cannot be ruled out. This makes it 
possible, therefore, for a Yavanardja like Tu~aspa to have taken up service under 
that Emperor, and to have been posted to Sura~tra. It cannot be understood 
why Tu~aspa-granting that his name has a strong Iranian touch about it,
should necessarily be considered as having settled down in Sura~tra. As pointed 
above, he may as well have been a native of the north-western region of India, 
where the contact between the Iranians, the Greeks, and the Indians had always 
been close, and from where Emperor Asoka might have recruited him, much in 
the same manner as that great Emperor might have done with the missionary 
ambassador mentioned above. As to why Tu~aspa was selected as a viceroy, 
we can only guess that he must have had the necessary qualities of a good ad
ministrator, or perhaps might have been in some manner related to the Emperor. 
One thing is certain from the Gimar rock inscription of the Mahiik~atrapa 
Rudradaman, and that is, that Tu~aspa was already a raja of the Yavanas before 
he was appointed as the viceroy over Sura~tra. 

Whatever may be our uncertainty about the motives which might have 
prompted Emperor Asoka 10 appoint Tu~aspa as viceroy over Sura~tra, there 
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is· no doubt that the Mauryan sway over that province was both real and un
equivocal, as is amply proved by the fourteen versions of his Edicts discovered 
at Girnar.·17 These Rock Edicts will, as I shall show presently, be of the greatest 
importance in determining the effect of the Mauryan main current on the history 
and culture of ancient Gujarat. The chronological limits of the reign of Em
peror Asoka are still unsettled. Accepting the dates given by the late Dr. J. F. 
Fleet as valid, we may affirm that Asoka's reign lasted from B.C. 264 till B.C. 
228.~ 8 On his death confusion seems to have prevailed in the Mauryan Empire, 
and he was in all likelihood succeeded by his grandson Dasaratha in the eastern 
parts of his vast Empire; while another grandson Samprati became the ruler of 
the western regions of the Mauryan Empire. We are concerned with the latter, 
who was an ardent patron of Jainism.49 The Mauryan rule, according to the 
Pauranic genealogy, lasted for 137 years; and it 1s now generally accepted that 
it came to an end in B.C. 185. 60 

Although the main imperial Mauryan line came to an end in that year, 
yet the association of the Mauryas with Sura~tra did not cease with that date. 
The chronological limits of the rule of the imperial and later Mauryan families 
in Sura~tra may be briefly given in order to form an idea of the long connection 
which Sura~tra had with the Mauryan family. The first period of the imperial 
Mauryan rule extended from the reign of Candragupta Maurya to the end of 
the line in B.C. 185, covering 137 years, or roughly 140 years. Then followed 
a big blank of over four centuries after which we come across the period of the 
later Mauryas ruling in SuriiHra and Konkan from about the middle of the fifth 
century A.O. till the last quarter of the eleventh century. This period was 
essentially one of subordinate position, when the Mauryas of Sura~tra held the 
status of feudatones. I do not wish to discuss here the limits of the reign of the 
later Mauryas. In what manner they were connected with the Mauryas of the 
Konkan, whom the Early Ciilukyas subverted in the sixth century A.D., 61 can
not be made out. We are not concerned so much with the later Mauryas of 
Surii~tra as with the imperial Mauryas, and with the results flowing from their 
occupation and rule over Sura~tra for almost 140 years. 

Before we proceed to prove how the long rule of the Mauryas left a per
manent impression on the history and culture of ancient Gujarat, we ma~ be 
permitted to repeat some of the main charact~ristics of the people of . G~J,m1t 
which distinguish them from the rest of the Indian people. These are thelf libera
lity, their tolerance of both man and heast, and their sense of practi~ability. _I 
repeat that these traits may be visible in any or all sections of the Indian pc~pk. 
But I hope to give a plausible e~plana~ion as to w_hy these '.rails arc s!'ec1'.1H~ 
noticeable among the people of this provrnce. In tryrng to do so. we come ac1 ass 
the Mauryan main current and its effect on the history and culture of the peo~le. 
We may select only three names am~ng the imperial Mauryas as those which 
had the closest connection with Gujarat. These were <?an~ragupta Maurya, 
Asoka, and Sampniti. Jt might be said without any hes!tat1on that the effect 
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of the rule of all these three monarchs was to stabilize the traits I have mentioned 
above. We may first take Candragupta Maurya. If the traditions current 
among the Jains could be given credence, that monarch professed the Jaina faith, 
and ended his life in the Jaina manner. 52 Since he ruled over Sura$tra, it fol
lows that his faith might have travelled over to this province. We would not 
be wrong, therefore, to associate the spread of the principle of ahilhsa or tolerance 
with this province in the age of Candragupta Maurya. With the introduction of 
the concept of ahimsa in Sura$tra by that monarch, the road was clear for his 
grandson, Asoka, to reinforce that ideal later on. 

This brings us to the description of the mind of Emperor Asoka as revealed 
in his Edic;ts, since it has a special significance for our study. It is these Edicts 
that help us to assess the impact of the Mauryan administration on Gujarat. I 
mentioned above that tolerance, liberality, and practicability are some of the 
prominent traits noticeable among the people of this province. It is precisely 
these which were promulgated by Emperor Asoka, although there cannot be 
any doubt that, due to the Jaina leanings of his grandfather, Candragupta Maurya, 
they had already been firmly planted on the soil of Gujarat. A careful analysis 
of the fourteen Rock Edicts of Asoka discovered at Gimar shows that that Em
peror scrupulously nurtured these traits among the people of this province. 

I shall take first the concept of liberality concerning which we find the 
following in the Ill Rock Edict at Gimar :-" Liberality to acquaintances 
and relatives, to Brahmaoas and Sramaoas is meritorious". Allied to this ide~ 
of liberality is the one relating to expenditure, concerning which the same Rock 
Edict enjoins the following :-" Moderation in expenditure is meritorious ". 63 

Liberality was also bound up with the question of morality which covered the 
old term dharma in all its aspects. Dharma is the main theme of all the Edicts. 
It is said in the V Rock Edict at Gimar that the instruction in morality is the 
best work; and that the practice of morality is not possible for people devoid of 
good conduct. H The object of instructing people in morality, as the same 
V Rock Edict at Gimar affirms, is to free people from the desire of wordly life, ss 

The concept of morality which was thus connected with the idea of liberal
ity, was made to cover another most essential trait noticeable among the people 
of this province, namely, their tolerance to life, or ahili1sii. The IX Rock Edict 
at Gimar specially states the following :-" proper courtesy to slaves, and 
servants, reverence to elders, gentleness to animals, and liberality to Brahn1anas 
and Srama1Jas; these and such (virtues) arc called the practice of moralit 
( ta (le) ta diisa-hlwtalwmhi .H1111_ra-prntipati gurfowm (IJlaci•i siidl,u-pdf)es11 saya111~ 

S(idlw-bam!,ww-sa111a~ui11a111 s<idu ddnam et ( a ) ca aii ( a ) ca e1a1:isam dhainma 
mangalam n<ima ). ln the same Rock Edict is a short and crisp advice ._ 
.. Girts arc meritorious", there being no higher girt than that of dhar111~_se 

In the XI Rock Edict at Girniir the concept of liberality i, linked with that of 
ahi111sci, thus :--" proper courtesy to slaves and ,crvanls, obedience to mother 
(and) father, libcrality to friends, acquaintances, and 1elalives, to Brahmanas 
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and Sramai:ias, (and) abstention from killing animals. " 67 The same Rock 
Edict takes a step further than the lX Rock Edict when it makes liberality cover 
not only Brahmanas and Sramai:ias, as given in the latt_.r Edict, but also friends, 
acquaintances, and relatives, and recommends gentleness to animals ( sad/111 
pd11es11 ). The XI Rock Edict at Gimar widens the scope of al,iri,sii to include 
abstention from killing animals ( prciiuinam anciramh/10 scidl,u ). 

The supreme importance of morality, I may add incidentally, is expressed 
thus in the same XI Rock Edict :-" There is no such gift as the gift of morality, 
or acquaintance through morality, or the distribution of morality or kinship 
through morality ( niisti etorisam da11am yorisam d!,amma danam dhamma sa,hstavo 
va dhamma samvibhiigo ( va) dhamma sambadho ra ). 5s This elucidation of the 
excellence of dhamma or morality is likewise an improvement on that given in 
the IX Rock Edict which, as we have just said above, merely states that gifts arc 
meritorious. That by the time the XIII Rock Edict at Girnar was inscribed, the 
great Emperor had succeeded a good deal in his objectives is proved by the follow
ing statements in that much-mutilated Edict :-" Everywhere (people) arc 
conforming to Devanampriya·s instruction in morality ...... this conquest ( of 
morality) (won) in every respect and repcatedly,---causes the feeling of 
satisfaction. This satisfaction has been obtained ( by me) at the conquest of 
morality. " 59 

The linking of liberality with morality being thus established, let us now 
proceed to analyse the Girnar Rock Edicts in terms of a trait which undoubtedly 
is a spcr.ial, and, in more sense than one, a noble feature of this province. This 
refers to the benevolent care of animals and of the sick. which has been more 
than once hinted at in the passages we have cited above rdating to the gentleness 
to animals and abstention from killing animals. The cause which brought about 
this concept in the mind of the Emperor is given in the I Rock Edict at Girniir 
thus :-" Formerly in the kitchen of Devanam Priyacl:usin many hundred thousands 
of animals were killed ror the sake or curry. But now. when this rescript on 
mornlity is written. only three animals are being killed (daily) for the sake of 
curry, ( l'i:::.,) two peacocks (and) one deer, (but) even this deer not regularly. 
Even these animals shall not be killed in future " 60• In the IV Rock Edict at 
Girnar the reason is given in a slightly different manner, thus :-" In times past, 
for many hundreds of years, there had ever been promoted the killing of animals 
and the hurting of living beings, discourtesy to relatives. (and) discourtesy to 
Brahmans and Sramanas. " 1 n the middle of the same Rock Edict it is related 
that " Such as they had not existed before for many hundreds of years. thus there 
are now promoted through the instruction in morality on the part ~f kir~g- Devii_nam 
Priyadarsin. abstention from killing animals, abstention from hurtI~g livmg bemgs, 
courtesy to relatives, courtesy to Brahmans and SramaQas obrdrencc to mother 
( and ) father, (and) obedience to the aged.'' 61 Here we have the concept of 
ahbiisa connected with that of filial obedience, respect to the aged. and proper 
behaviour to relatives and to the priestly class. 
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The idea of showing special attention to the aged which is embodied in the 
above Rock Edict, is not only carried forward in the V Rock Edict at Girnlir. 
but made more comprehensive by including in it a new idea-that relating to 
prisoners. In the middle of this Rock Edict it is stated the Mahamatras were 
charged with the onerous duty of establishing morality among all dasscs of people, 
including those who lived on the borders of Asoka's great Empire, 1•i:;., the 
Yonas, the Kambhojas, the Gandhara~, the Petenikas and those of the western 
border ( Aparanta ). In all these different regions, the Mahamatras "are occupied 
in supporting prisoners ( with money)", and "if one has (with) children, and 
with those who are bewitched ( i.e. incurably ill ? ), or with the aged. " 82 The 
notable trait of Gujarat relating to ahili1sii is, therefore traceable to the Mauryan 
times when, because of the .endeavours of both Emperor Asoka and of his grand
father Candragupta Maurya, who was undoubtedly a Jaina,--it came to be 
permanently imbedded in the hearts of the people. 

Let us turn to another visible trait of the people of this land, which l have 
termed pra::ticability. This is that adroit quality which accomplishes the impossible 
even when confronted with insurmountable difficulties. We also see this uncommon 
quality in Emperor Asoka, whose remarkable determination is discernible in the 
IV Rock Edict at Gimar in which it is stated that king Devanampriya Priya
darsin will ever promote this practice of morality ".63 The practical Manual 
of Administration, if I may call it so, is nowhere better described than in the 
VI Rock Edict of Gimar in the following manner :-" In times past neither the 
disposal of affairs nor the submission of reports at any time did exist before. But 
l have made the following ( arrangement ). Reporll!rs arc posted everywhere, 
( with instructions ) to report to me the affairs of the people at any time, while 
I am eating, in the harem. in the inner apartl'flents, even at the cowpen, in the 
palanquin, and in the parks. And everywh1.:re I am disposing of the affairs of the 
people. And if in the council ( t1f Mahamatras ), a dispute arises, or an amend
ment is moved, in connection with any donation or proclamation which I myself 
am ordering verbally, or ( in connection with) an emergent matter which has 
been delegated to the Mahamatras, it must be reported to me immediately. any
where ( and ) at any time. Thus I have ordered. " 01 

In th~ above precepts of Asoka the Great, there is a Moral as well as an 
Administra live Code of Conduct for Administrators which is as much marked by its 
urbanity as by its practicability in public as well as in private life. Its prevalence 
in Gujarat throughout ages, and much more so in our own days, is not so much a 
matter of accident as it is the result of historical growth. since it was planted on 
the soil of Gujarat by the Mauryan Emperors. Before I refute a possible objec
tion lo this conclusion of mine. it is only proper that I should refer to the endea
vours or Emperor Asoka's grandson Samprati, who carefully carried forward 
und maintained the admirable precepts of libernli1y. courtesy, and tolerance to 

life which his illustrious grandfather had so strenuously promulgated. On 
Samprati, as we have already seen, devolved the government of the western parts 
of the Empire of Asoka after the latter's death. Jaina tradition of Western 
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lndia extrols Samprati as its Asoka and attributes to him the foundation of Jaina 
monasteries even in non-Aryan countries. 85 We are, therefore, justified in 
assuming that as a devout Jaina, Samprati could not but have encouraged and 

· enriched the cause of ahi1i1sa throughout the western parts of the Mauryan 
Empire. Since Samprati's name is well known from Ajmer to Gujarat, and since 
the temples erected by him and dedicated to the great Mahavira still exist at 
Ajmer, Kumbhiilmer, and Gimar, 08 we may definitely state that Samprati's 
rule extended over Gujarat, and that under him the tradition of tolerance and 
ahimsa came to stay permanently in this province. 

But here I must anticipate and answer an objection that may justifiably 
be raised against the conclusion arrived at by me, 1•iz., that the ideas of liberality, 
care for the sick, and practicability which were so clearly propounded by Em
peror Asoka in his Gimar Edicts, are particularly noticeable in this province. 
The objection may be stated thus-The Gimar Edicts are not the only inscrip
tions of Asoka which contain these principles. These Edicts are merely copies 
of similar Rock Edicts discovered at Kalsi, Shiibazgari, Dhau!i, Manshera, 
Jauga<;lha, Delhi-Topra, Sariiniith, Safi.chi, Rurnmendei, and in other minor 
places. How can we single out Gujarat from these localities, and maintain 
that the precepts mentioned above in the Rock Edicts are visible only in the 
people of Gujarat, and not in those of the other parts of the country ? 

The above is apparently a valid objection, especially when -we realize that 
some of the localities where the Rock Edicts have been discovered ,as for example, 
Sariinath ( three and a half miles north of Banaras ), Saiichi ( five and a hair 
miles from Bhilsa ), and Rummindei, the Lumbini of the Buddhist tradition, 
about a mile to the north of the village of Parariya, which is about two miles 
north of Bhagvanpur, the headquarters of the Nepal tehsil of that name, and 
about five miles to the north-cast of Dhulha in the Indian Union district of Ba51i 
in the U. P.,-havc all been hallowed \\ith the memory of either Buddha himself 
or of his disciples, or of Emperor Asoka, and have been, therefore, places of 
considerable importance in the Buddhist world. 67 1 admit that we cannot deny 
them their share of greatness in the history of Buddhism and or ancient India. 
But the point in regard to them as well as in ragard to the other localities like Kalsi, 
Shiihbazeii.rhi, Manshcrii, Dhaull, Jaugadha, and Dclhi-T6pra is this that none 
of these localities has contributed in any manner whatsoever to the formation of 
the modern Free India. This privilege seems to have been rescrYed for the region 
of Sura~tra-Gujarnt hy a combination or causes the most 11nportant of which 
came from the ancient currents of its lfr,tory. It may perhaps be better illustrated 
"'hen we ~.xamine the geographical local1on of en:ry one of the above places. 
Kabi is a town ;11 the Chakrata h::~hil of the Dehm Dun d1~trict or Ullar Pradesh. 
Shahbazgarhi is « vill,1gc on the Makfim ri,cr. nine miles from MardJn. the head
quarters~ of Yusurzai subdi·,i,ion of the Peshawar district now in Paki,tan. 
Man 5hera is the headquarters of a tchsil in the Haziira district aslo 111 Pakistan. 
Dhau!i ,s a village in the Khurdii subdivision or the POri district in Orissa, about 
seven miies south of Bubhaneshvar. Jauga<;lha is a ruined fort in the Bcrham-
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pore taluka of the Ganjam district in the Andhra Pradesh. And Delhi-Topra, 
or to be more correct, Tobra, is a village between Ambala and Sirsavii, eighteen 
mile~ to the south of Sadh6ra. and twenty two miles to the south-west of Khizra
bad in the Punjab. 68 The only place amongst these that could have challenged 
the claims of Gujarat to special recognition is perhaps Dhau!i near Bhubhane
shvar in Orissa. But, I repeat, none of these localities could be credited with 
an achievement which it was the proud privilege of Gujarat to possess. If all 
these regions did not come up to the level of Surii~tra-Gujarat, the onus cannot 
be laid at the door of the latter : nothing prevented any or all those regions 
from doing what Gujarat-Surii~tra did, viz., from imb,bing and transmitting to 
the later generations the mes~age of ahi1iisa, liberality, and tolerance which the 
Mauryan Emperor Asoka had so assiduously promulgated and recommended 
for adoption to the people of his vast empire. That those regions had not done 
so but had, on the other hand, allowed the gospel of ahimsa to wither on the 
barren soil of inactivity, proves that they were not ordained to produce in the 
later ages leaders who were the embodiment of ahiri1sa and of practicability. 
If Gujarat-Sura~\ra maintained these incomparable traits, it is because the people 
of this province posses~ed, among other things, the foresight and the doggedness 
to pre-serve and foster those traits and to hanc! them over to the succeeding ge
nerations as their richest legacy. Few seem consc,ous of the fact there is such 
a thing like an historical heredity which, as in the case of Gujarat, is responsible 
for pre~ening the trails of a people. 

Another factor which might perhaps explain why the other regions failed 
to champion the cause of a/ri1i1sa, w.1s that they suffered from a continual influx 
of foreign peoples of dh·crse types, whose inroads served only to shatter the 
foundation of ancient tradi1ions in their areas, and to prevent them from con
lributing their mite to the variety and richness of Indian culture. Gujarat
Surii~tra also suffered from the same danger; but, as I shall presently point out, 
the foreigners who ruled over this province served more to enrich rather than 
eliminate the rich traditions of the land. Finally, the physical environment in 
which the other regions were placed by nature perhaps prevented them from 
imbibing the message of the Mauryas, and thereby from adding in any appre
ciable manner to the history and culture of the people. These reasons justify 
my surmise that the province of Gujarat-Sur:i~tra possesses certain traits which 
distinguish it from the rest of India: and explain v. hy it alone, among all the regions 
where Emperor Asoka had publicized his immortal Edicts, succeeded in trans
mitting to the later generations his gospel of tolerance and practicability. The 
Mauryan current, therefore, is of special significance in the history of this 
province. , 

It was stated above that after the downfall of the Mauryas in B.C. 185, 
there was a wide gap of about four centuries before we came to the next mention 
of the Mauryas not as an imperial but as a feudatory family. 00 During this 
great interval, Gujarat was under the foreign rulers. We thus come to another 
main current which before I describe may be prefixed by a few words. We 
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have now reached a stage in our country's history when the word "foreigner" seems 
to connote everything that is hateful and reactionary; and when in our attempt to 
assess the past, we appear to be prejudiced by the happenings in our own times60<•>. 
1 venture to as$ert that this approach to the Past is neither correct nor conducive 
to the advancement of knowledge. It does not take into consideration the great 
fact that repeatedly and for centuries our history has been moulded by extraneous 
influences; that racial purity is a myth which has no place in the field 0f learning; 
and that, so far as our ancient culture, is concerned, which we legitimately cherish 
with pride, there is hardly any portion of it which can be comidered as the ex
clusive gift of any particular section of the people, and which was not the result 
of an age-long process of assimilation by diverse forces that have shaped the 
destiny of the country. Now more than ever we need that broad-mindedness 
and spirit of tolerance which marked the thought and action of our forefathers, 
who absorbed as much as possible from all races without feeling in any way 
humiliated in doing so. If we wish to enlarge the boundaries of historical know
ledge, it is incumbent upon us to shed the fears of forcignism and to equip our
selves with such of the historical data which would give us the necessary intel
lectual background and the relevant materials with which we could place our 
case before the bar of History. This frame of mind is particularly useful in 
appreciating the next current in the ancient history of Gujarat, which is concerned 
exclusively with foreigners. These were the Bactrians who were the descendant, 
of the Greeks whom Alexander the Great had planted in Bactria ( modern 
Balkh. )70 The history of the Bactrian rule in Gujan1t-Surfi~\ra is a landmark 
by itself. The sources of information regarding it arc rather scanty. They arc 
mostly made up of the accounts by foreign historians supplemented with the 
knowledge derived from the coins of the Bactrian monarchs. This explains 
why we are uncertain as to when exactly the Bactrian rule commenced in 
Gujarat: The two kinds of source materials mentioned above help us to post
ulate the theory that the Bac-trian rule in Gujarat-Surfi~tra might have commenced 
in the last quarter of the second century B.C., perhaps during the period when 
the Sungas supplanted the Mauryas in B.C. 185.71 I shall cxrminc the history 
of the Bactrian rule in Gujarat from the following points of view :-The four 
Bactrian rulers associated with Sura~tra and Gujarat, and with the neighbouring 
regions; the range of their conquests; the proof of their occupation of Gujarat 
and Surii~!ra; and, finally, the results of the Bactrian current in the history of this 
prodncc. 

The Bactrian occupation of Gujarnt centres round four Bactrian monarchs
Demetrius I, Apollodotus, Menander, and Eucratides. or these the second and 
third were directly connected with Gujarat. Their rule brings us lo the last 
years of the Mauryan dynasty when, as said above, in B.C. 185 the last Mauryan 
ruler Brhadratha was slain by his general Pu~yamitra. The latter founded the 
dynast/ of the Sur.igas, who ruled over a large p,ut of northern India from their 
capital of Pii!aliputra for about 112 years.n Historians are not agreed as to 
the exact circumstances which brought about the Bactrian ill\asion. Indeed, 
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this period is so confused that it~ chronology is still unsettled. We can at best give 
only a few events and their probable dates. The major fact concerning our 
subject is that the rule of the Mauryas over Gujarat-Sura~tra was followed by that 
of the Bactrians, ?J the first notable figure among whom was Demetrius I. the 
eldest son of Euthydemos, king of Bactri,!. H He conquered the Sdeucid pro
vinces of eastern lran which event is placed by Professor Tarn in B.C. l 89. 

76 

About two years later ( circa B.C. 187 ), Demetrius crossed the Hindu Kush,
70 

and planned the conquest of northern India in a manner not dreamt of by the 
two great foreign conquerers who had preceded him-Alexander th~ Great and 
Darius I. 77 His great objective was the capture of Pataliputra. As a first step 
in this direction he conquered Gandhara/8 and next secured Taxila from where 
he planned his attack on Pataliputra from two directions-one a frontal attack 
across the Punjab and through the Delhi region along the Ganges to Pataliputra; 
and the other a flank attack al0ng the Indus to Sindh and Surii$tra and thence 
north-eastwards through lJjjain to Pataliputra.79 It is in connection with the 
conduct of this tw,l-pronged attack on Palaliputra that we came ac1oss two of 
his ablest generals--Apollodotus and Menander-who were intimately connected 
with Gujarat. 60 

We need not follow the fortunes of Demetrius I, since he was not directly 
connected with this province. Our assumption that Demetrius I did not occupy 
Gujarat is proved by the fact that no coins of that Bactrian monarch have 
been found in this province or in Surii$tra. Bt!t that is not so either with Apol
lodotus or with Menander who had much to do with Gujarat-Sura~tra. On the 
status of these two general~, the information is still conflicting; and the relation
ship between Demetrius I and Apollodotus is likewsie a matter of speculation. 
It has bl!en assumed that Apollodotus might have been connected with the family 
of Demetrius I, and that perh,,ps he was the latter's youngest brother. But 
about Menand..:r it may be said with some certainty that he was a commoner. 51 

We shall first take up the activities of Apollodotus. When for pohtical reasons 
Demetrius I hastilly returned to Bactria, he handed over to Apollodotus as a sub
king everything in India outside Menander's influence, that is, the vast regions 
stretching from Giindhara to Bhroach.82 Apollodotus had some claims to this 
region, particularly to the south-east of Sindh, since he had conquered the 
coastline, gone round the Rann of Kutch southward, annexed Saraostos and 
Sigerdis, and, tinally, occupied Harygaza83 Sarastos is admitted on all hands to 
be no other than Sura~\ra, while Sigerdis, as was pointed out by Pandit Bhagvan
lal Indraji long ago, was Sagaradvipa or Kutch;84 and Barygaza was of course 
Bhroach. After conquering Bhroach, Apollodotus turned north-eastwards lo the 
region of Mahdyamik8, and reached Nagari near Chitor in southern Rajputana. 85 

We shall leave him here. 

We have now to adduce proof that he conquered and occupied Sura~tra and 
Bhroach, for on this will depend whether or not there was n foreign element long 
before the Gurjars made their appearance on the scene. There are two foreign 
writer~ whose accounts have got to be carefully considered in this connection. 
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The first is Apollodotus of Artcmita, a Greek city east of the Tigirs, who wrote 
a History of Parthia in four volumes incorporating the story of the Greek conquest 
of India. Professor W. W. T::irn has dated him between circa B.C. 130 and 
B.C. 87. Apollodotus is supposed to have travelled widely, and his account 
is said to have been the source of Strabo's History of the Farther Enst. 86 The 
second author on whose testimony we have to depend, is the anonymous author 
of the work called the Periplus Mari Erythrae, commonly called the Puiplus. 
This anonymous author, who has already figured earlier, is supposed to have 
lived in the middle of the first century A.O. 87 Apollodotus describes the advance 
of Demetrius I in the course of which he says that the Greeks occupied Patalene, 
Which is evidently the Indus delta, 88 the rest of the coast, the kingdom of Sara
ostos, and the kingdom of Sigerdis. The credit of occupying Surii.Hra and Kutch, 
as I have already stated above, goes to Demetruis J's able general Apollodotus. 
The testimony of Apollodotus is confirmed by that of the anonymous author 
of the Perip/us, who relates, while describing Rhroach, which he calls Barygaza, 
that in the country around il, were still mounds of Alexnnder"s invasion, old 
shrines, foundations of permanent camps or barracks, and very great wells. 8~ 

Modern scholars rightly argued that the reference here could not have been to 
Alexandrr the Great, who never came to these regions, and that it could have 
been only to the extension of arms under Apollodotus and Menander. 00 The 
further statement in the P,.,-;p/11s lha1 Apollodotus ruled Barygaza for some years, 
has been correctly interpreted in the sense thai his coins were in circulation in 
that region, along with those of Menander, not only during his life time but even 
later on in the middle of the Jirst century A. D. 91 Profess0r T:11 n affirms in I his 
conn.::ction that Apollodotus "must have ruled that town during his life time 
long enough to make his coinage a well accepted m1.:dium of exchange. " 93 The 
above statement of the Periplus is borne out by the discover_\' long ago by Pandit 
Bhagavanlal lndraji of many drachmae and copper coins of Apollodotus and a 
few drad1111ae of Menander in Sura~tra and of a few coins of poor workman
ship in Bhroach. The coins of Apollodotus \'/ere found in much larger numbers than 
those of Menander. The silver coins of Apollodotus were of the round drachnae 
variety, while the copper coins which were found in Junagadh, were all we:! 
preserved, and were of two types-one square and the other round and large. 
While the discovery of these silver and copper coins in large numbers, therefore, 
proves the existence of the rule of Apollodotus in Surii~tra, we ha,-e to rely on the 
evidence of the anonymous author of the Pe,-ip/us as regands his rule over Bhroach. 
At any rate it is clear that we cannot deny that that Bactrian king ruled over Surii~fra
Gujarat. Jn this connection I find it difficult to agree with Professor ~arn th~t 
Apollodotus advanced as far as Surat. Professor Tarn is inclined to mfcr th_is 
on the strength of Ptolemy, ( about A.D. 140 ), who gives a list of t~wns in 

Sura~~ra, Gujarat, and Konkan. 01 But it would as unsafe to base ones con
clusion in regard to the supposed rule of Apollodotus over Surat merely on the 
list of Ptolemy, as it would he, for instance, to maintain that, because two copper 
coins of Apollodotus have been found in the Mysore State, 86 a part of that State 
was also under Apollodotus. Coins hwe a tendency to travel in the wake of 
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commerce from place to place, without any political power accompanying them.08 

As to the date of the death or Apollodotu~, scholars are not agreed. Modern 
scholars are inclined to suppose that his death cannot be later than B.C. 160 
" and that it would be better to put it about 163 or 161 ". 97 The one important 
conclusion that may deduced from the testimony of Apollodotus and of the 
Perip/11s, supported by that of the coins, is that we may definitely assert that 
Apollodotus ruled over Sura~tra and North Gujarat. 

We may come to his colleague Menander. In his case, too, the materials 
being rather scanty, no final conclusions arc possible. The history of Menander 
is further complicated by the fact that the conquests, planned during the time 
of Demetrius I were undertaken partly by Menander, and partly by Apollodotus ;98 

but that while both were contemporary, their conquests we?·e different from each 
other. 09 We are not concerned with this que~tion so much as with that of the 
rule of Menander in Gujarat. Strabo ( circa B.C. 50 till A.D. 20) relates that 
both Menander and Apollodotus conquered Surii~tra and Kutch. 100 The 
position is not clear in regard to their share in the conquest of the region of 
Gujarat-Sura~\ra. But since Menander's coins along with those of \pollodotus 
have been found in Sura~tra and Kutch,101 there seems to be hardly any doubt 
about the rule of both over these two regions. It is only in regard to Bhroach 
that there is some doubt. But the discovery of some specimens of drac!m,ae of 
bad workmanship, no doubt, found near Bhroach, with an incorrect legend, has 
led scholars to suppose that that town was probably under some local governor 
of Menander.102 It is not unlikelv thc1t Menander was the first, and perhaps the 
only Bactriau, ruler who might ·have resided in these parts. This is the only 
justification for the discovery of the remains of permanent camps or bairacks 
and wells in these reg-ions, :.i, mentioned by the iuthor of the Pcrip/t.s. 108 

There is one another Bactrian ruler whose. coins have been discovered in 
Gujarat. He was Eucratides, the Seleucid, and the rival of Demetrius. He 
had a distinguished career in Eastern I ran and Bactria, where he rose to become 
the first sub-king and then King of Kings. When Demetrius I was planning the 
conquest of Piit~liputra, Euratides challenged him in Bactria, necessitating 
Demetrius' hasty withdra,•,al from the north-west of India. This was in B.C, 
168.101 With the death of Demetrius I in B.C. 168-167, 100 there remained 
only Menander to be reckoned with, and, therefore, Eucratides turned his atten
tion to Menander. In the meanwhile Eucratides had conquered quite a large 
slice of the Bactrian Empire. His advance to India was challenged by Menand;r 
somewhere in the Indus region_l 00 The important fact is that the bronze coins 
discovered in India of both Eucratides and Menander are of a similar type 
~uggesting, as Profcs~ors Rapson and Tarn rightly maintain, that those coin~ 
were issued in the same di,.trict, and at the same time, and pointing to a condi
tion of stalemate between the two rivals. 107 So far as our subject is concerned 
the discovery of the coins of Eucratides in the different parts of Surii~tra suggest~ 
that that Bactrian king had cast his sw.;y over Surii~tra as well. These coins are 
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of the smallest value but of better workmanship than the local coins.108 If we 
agree with the modern scholars that Eucratides fought with his rival Menander. 
that the former died in about B.C. 159, and that Menander died between B.C. 
150 and 145,109 then, it cannot be that. as was once held by historians, 
Eucrat1des was the earliest Bactrian king to rule over Gujarat. 110 Sura~tra seems 
to have been lost to the Bactrians under Eucratide's eldest son and successor 
Heliocles ( circa B.C. 141.)111 There is nothing to indicate that Heliocles cast 
his sway over Gujarat. 

The Bactrian occupation of GL•jarat, therefore. lasted for about half a 
century from about B.C. 180 till about B.C. 140. It was half a century that was 
fraught with permanent consequences for the province. The control 1.cxercised 
by Apollodotus and Menander, and to some extent by Eucratides also, was 
firm. This is evident when we examine the lasting effects of the Bactrian rule 
in Gujarat. The Bactrians were responsible for introducing into north-western 
lndia the bilingual coinagi: which had on the obverse an inscription i11 Greek 
im ariabiy mentioni:1g the king by name, and on the rc,·cr~c a Bact1 o-Pati 1egend 
naming the king and conlaining the ligurc of a Greek god 01 godde~s. Thi~ was 
especially the case with the coin~ of Menander and Apollodotus,112 while those 
of Eucratides were small coins in keeping with the existing local coinage. The 
latter were very small cams bearing either the Buddhist symbols of the svastika, 
the trident, and the Wheel or the figure of a misshapen elephant with something 
like a circle on the reverse.U3 The Bactro-Greek coinage was a d15tinct im
provement on the locai coinage in the sense that it was larger. that it contained 
more silver, that it was m:,de up of two variel!cs-one called the tetradrachmae, 
and the other copper coms---, and that it wa~ 111 two languages. The discovery 
of the tetradrachmae, the didradrad1111ae and the .!racl1111ae, particularly of 
Menander and Apo!todotus.U 4 proves bf'~ond Joub! that those silver and copper 
coins were meant for circulation among the I n<lian people who cotild unde1 s•and 
the significance or the ins,·riptions on them. The continued circulation of these 
coin, till and during the days of the p,,-;!1/11,. definitely shows that till the middle 
of the first century A.D., the Bactrian coinage was the legal tender in the land 
for about three centuries. There can be no doubt that it must have had a pro
found effect in stabilizing the internal, and more particularly the foreign. trade 
of Gujarat. Along with this must have flowed all the benefits of a stable and 
recognized currency with the consequent l'N:ch1ng of the land. Jn this respect 
Gujarat was more favourable th:m the other regions. particularly the north-west 
and the country to the north of Sur:i}tra, where also the Bactrians had cast their 
sway, but where repeated incursions by fierce nomadic tribes must have had the 
inevitable result of first disturbing the imernal economy of the land. and thcn of 
\Vt ping out all traces of an internal and foreign trade. The only ex~lanation why 
Guj.1rat-Surai(iira, which also was dotted with foreign settlements, d1~ not witness 
this calamity was perhaps because of the existence of some factOf"S which gradually 
and silently converted the forei~n nomads into the philosophy of the people. 
These were the traits of 1he 11~oplc which I have already enumerated, namely, 
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!heir tolerance, commercial genius, and practicability which must have been not 
a little responsible for taking the greatest advantage of the bilingual coinage and 
the nature of the new people. What a profound effect the Bactrian bilingual 
coinage had on the later coinage of Gujarat, and, therefore, on the commercial 
prosperity of this province, is a subject well worth investigation.116 Here we 
may observe that the Bactrian bilingual coinage had come to stay in the country. 
This is proved by the fact that it was continued by the next rulers of Gujarat, the 
Western K~iitrapas. Thus, the coins of K~ahariita, I Nahapana ( A.D. 78-120 ), 
were similar to those of Apollodotus. On the obverse is a bust with a Greek 
legend round it. and on the reverse a thunderbolt and an arrow similar to the 
distinctive weapons of Athene Promachos and of Apollo, which are found on the 
reverse of the coins of Apollodotus. The difference between the coins of the 
Bactrians and those of the We5tern K~atrapa Nahapiina 1s that the script of the 
legend of the latter was in Devanagari, and not in Kharo~ti. 118 The continuance 
of the Bactrian hilingual coinage hy the Western K~iitrapas, whose history we 
shall briefly allude to at once, marks one ~.tage in the development of commerce 
in Gujarat. It seemed as ir from now onwards a rich, stable, and well minted 
silver currency was guaranteed for Gujarat-Surii~\ra for centuries to come. 

I m;iy now pass on to another permanent effect of the Bactrian main curre11t 
on the ancient history of Gujarat. The Bactro-Greckc;, 1t has rightly been sug
gested, were respon~ible for introducing the idea of reckoning time from a d,1.tc 
fixed once for all in imitation or the great Seleucid era ( October 312 B.C'. ),!17 

as against the idea of reckoning time from the regnal years of monarchs. With
out going further into this most interesting but intricate question, I may merely 
risk a suggestton that the reckoning of the Saka and the Vikrama eras118 in 
Western India may have had something to do with this Bactro-Greek innovation. 
the significance or which historians or India have not yet properly assessed. ( 
say this with great diffidence because of the innumerable difficulties centering 
round both the Saka and the Vikrama eras. An equally intricate problem is 
that connected with the Traiki"itaka era which is supposed to have started in 
A.O. 249-250.uo To what extent all these eras were indebted to the Greek 
calendar which Demetrius I is supposed to have introduced, and which was 
copied later on by the Sakas and the Ku~ai:ias. 120-the former of whom were 
most intimately connected with this ancient province,-is another problem that 
remiiins to be solved. All that we can presume is that a definite mode of reckon
ing must have given a further impetus to an inherently commercial and practic
able people like those of Gujarat-Sura~tra not only in their financial transactions 
but also in their general concept of life. 

After the Bactrians and before the Western K~atrapas, there is a gap of 
about half a century, when a namdess foreign king styled merely King of Kings 
the Great Saviour, is met with in coins discovered in this region. Nothing i~ 
known about this ruler. whom Sir John Marshall identified with Wima Khad
phises ( A.O. 78 ).lfil 



The next great current in the history of ancient Gujarat is that of the 
Western K~atrapas, who were also called K~aharatas. The original home of 
the Western K$iitrapas is still a problematical question.m Two families of 
these rulers are known to history-the one in the north which extended its power 
from the Kabul valley to the confluence of the Ganges and the Jamuna with its 
capital at Mathurii: 123 and the other, over a wide part of Western India including 
Sura~tra, Gujarat, and a part of North Konkan.m We are concerned here 
only with the latter, which has been called the family of the Western K~atrapas 
of Western India. The earliest K~atrapa in Western India was, according to 
some scholars, Bhumaka K~ahariita, who has been assigned to the early years 
of the first century A.D. 125 While one of the last in the list of the Western 
K~atrapas was the Mahak~atrapa Skanda ...... The Western K~iitrapa family 
consisted of about twenty-seven rulers. Their total rule, according to Pandit 
Bhagavanlal lndraji, lasted for about :no years from A.O. 70 till A.D. 398. 128 

Gujarat, therefore, was under the Western K$atrnpas from the second half of the 
firsl century A.O. till the end of the fourth century A.O. 

Important considerations centre round the Western K$iilrapas. We shall 
examine a few of them he fore passing on to the results of their long occupation. 
The first consideration refers to their rule itself. On what grounds could it be 
maintained that the We~.tcrn K~atrapas ruled over Gujarat for such a long time ? 
The answer i~ found 111 their numerous coins discovered in Gu_jarat-Surii~!ra, 
and their m:rny inscriptions also found in this province, particularly at Girniir, 
Nasik, Karle, and Junnar. These sources enable us to assert that the rule of the 
Western K~iHrapas was not ephemeral. The historicity of their rule being thus 
settled, the next point is--How far could they be considered as foreigners ? The 
solution of thi~ problem rests on two points--the evidence deducible from their 
own coins and inscriptions, anci their rclationshir with other well known foreign 
peoples. 

We shall first take the evidence of their coins and inscriptions. From the 
meagre evidence available from their inscriptions, it is evident that the Western 
K~atrapas were related to the Northern K~atrapas who ruled, as we ha~e seen 
above, from the Kabul valley to Mathurii. 127 If we agree with the vie~ of 
Pandit Bhagavanlal Jndraji that the first prominent K~atrapa ruler of GuJarat, 
Nahapiina, ~as a scion of the Mathura family of K~atrapas, 

128 
and tha~ either 

on his own account or on behalf of Kani~ka, he advanced through RaJPutana 
in the direction of South Gujarat 129 we have a link in the chain that estahlishes 

· ' - 130 W 
the relationship between the Western K~iUrapas and those of Math~ra. c_ 
shall presently see that the K~atrapas of Mathura were connected with th_ose_ ol 
Taxila, and that both these houses were racially related t~ ~ well_ known lo~e1gn 
people called the Sakas. The evidence from their inscnpt1ons 1s s~bstantiated 
by that gleaned from their coins. The coinage of the Northern K~atrapas was 
an adaptation of the Bactro-Greek model. I have mentioned above that ~he 
coinage of Nahapana was also after the model of the Bactro-Gree~~- The third 
fact which stamps the K~atrapas as foreigners relates to the poht1cal status of 



22 

both Nahapana ( A.O. 78-120) and his son U~avadiita ( A.O. 100-120 ), both 
of whom a(e described m the Nasik inscriptions as leaders of the Sakas, Pallavas, 
and Yavanas,m proving thereby that they themselves belonged to the wider 
sections of the Saka people. 

The foreign origin of the Western K~atrapas which is thus established by 
the evidence gathered from their coins and inscriptions, is further corroborated 
by the references to the Sakas as noticed in ancient Indian literature. Modern 
scholars are of the opinion that PaQini was acquainted with a branch of the 
Sakas, whose sanglw or corporation he calls vrka, and an individual member of 
it, a vtirka~1ya. PaQini describes the Sakas as dyudhajivins, or people who were 
given to the profession of weapons. lt has been assumed that the word 1•arka~1ya 
is detectable in it~ old Persian form in the Behistiin inscription of Darius I, in 
which the. Sak as are mentioned along with the Parthians or the Pahlavas. The 
Persian designated the Sakas and all the northern warlike equestrian peoples as 
varkas.m The identification of the 1•arkas with the Sakas is further proved by 
the name of the Saka governor Barkai:iapali, or Chief of Varkai:ia, who was placed 
over Mathura, and who was associated with the foundation and repair of the 
Devakula of Wima (Verna) Khadphises ( A.D. 78 ).133 Patanjali ( B.C. 150 )134 

confirms the relationship between the Sakas and the Parthians whom he couples 
together in a vrirttil.:a.135 

Having thus disposed of the question of the relationship between the Sakas, 
the Parthians or the Pahlavas, and the Western K~i:i.trapas, Jet us now turn to the 
next one which may be stated thus-How did the Sakas come to be in Sura~tra
Gujarat ? The whole position has been ably summed up by Professor Rap~on, 
while dating the migration or the Sakas to the first century A.D., thus-" In the 
last part of the first century A.O., their ( i.e., of the Saka) original Indian set!le
ments in the country of the Indus delta continued to be rulcJ by prince5 of their 
own race whom the author of the Periplus calls Parthian ( Pahlava ), and describes 
as a turhulent chcifs perpetually engaged in turning one another out. But that 
the~e princes of foreign origin who governed the country of the lower Indus at 
thi~ period had been forced to acknowledge the suzerainty of the Kushanas. is 
proved by the Sue Vihara inscription in the Bahawalpur State which is dated in 
a regnal year of Kanishka ( year 11 =89 A.O.). 

" It was from this country, too, and under the leadership or Saka and Pallava 
satraps that the Kushana power was extended to Western India : and in this 
manner were laid the foundations of the K~atrapas of Sura~tra and Malwa, the 
• Western Satrap,', who arc known in the later Ir.dian literature and inscriptions 
as Sakas. " 136 

In the above passages we have three important facts-First. the date of the 
rule of the Sakas in the Indus delta; second, the subordinate position of the 
Sak as and the Pahla vas or Parthians under the Kusana king Kani~ka; and third, the 
extension of the Ku~ai:ia power to Surii~tra through. his Saka and Pahlava satraps. 
While Profe~sor Rapson, therefore, in the above passages has expl:iined as to 
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how the Sakas came to Sura~tra, he has not enlightened us on one or two points 
which may be stated thus-Was the Saka settlement of about the first century 
A.D., the only Saka settlement in this part of the country ? 1f it was not, how 
many other waves of Saka migrations could we detect as having come to and 
settled down in Gujarat-Sura~fra ? And what were the probable dates of those 
Saka migrations ? In order to answer these questions, we have to acquaint 
ourselves with a few more facts about the Sakas. 

Somewhere in the vast Eurasian steppes, "extending from the Danube 
through Russia and the plains north of the Caspian to the eastward, " there was 
"a reservoir of peoples which, as the world then went, seemed inexhaustible. " 
This was the world of nomadism. " Every nomad horde had its own territorv 
within which it moved, pasturing its flocks and herds; of various blood and speecl;, 
but identical way of life, hordes easily coalesced or broken up again, though on 
the whole the tendency seems to have been for the greater hordes to absorb the 
lesser ones " 137 It was here in this huge human reservoir that various peoples 
spoke some form of Iranian, like the Mcdcs, Persians, Bactrians, and Arachosians, 
who after a settled economy had forgotten their nomadic habits and traditions. 138 

Behind them lay other waves of humanity, less developed but also nomadic whom 
the Persians called by the general name of Sakas, and the Greeks, by the name 
of Scythians. 139 It is now known that the Saka language belonged to the North 
Iranian group which includes Sogdian and Pahlavik ( Parthian ). 1~0 Towards the 
end of the seventh century B.C., this vast horde showed the earliest signs of move
ment by following their kinsmen southwards. 141 This may br reckoned as the 
earliest migration of the Sakas from South Russia. 

As mentioned above, the Sakas are definitely noticeable in the reign of the 
Persian monarch Darius J ( B.C. 521-485 ),142 as living in Sakastana ( Seistan) 
p~rhaps around Hamon Lake.143 There is reason to believe that it was during 
the reign of the same monarch that the first Saka migration began. This may be 
inferred from the notices of the Sakas in the records of the same great Persian 
monarch. Drs. F. W. Thomas, Sarre, and Herzfeld. and Professor Rapson have 
held the view that " the term Saka may possibly allude to Sakastana ( Seistan ) 
and the dwellers around the region of the Hiimiin Lake. " 111 It is this country 
which is probably connoted by the term " beyond Sogd ( Sogdiana) ", while 
referrin!! to the Saraucae branch of the Saka in the trilingual gold tablet inscrip
tion of-the same Persian monarch Darius I. The Sakas are described here as 
wearing pointed caps.m The same description is given of the Saka Hauma
vargii, the .'\myrgioi Sakai of Herodotus ( VII. 64 ), and the Saka Tigrakhaudii, 
wearing pointed caps, as is mentioned in the Naksh-i-Rus~um in~cript;on ~f 
Emperor Darius I. Now Professor Rapson wrote that this particular attn
hute of "wearing pointed caps", was the one corresponding to the term Or
thokorybantioi of Herodotus ( 111. 92)" which, according to the same scholar, 
'· may indicate a special division of the Sakas, or Scythians, living between the 
extreme northern shores of the Indus and the headwaters of the Oxus. " 140 

Since we cannot imagine the Sakas living on the extreme northern shores of the 
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Indus, without their having moved south-eastwards from their original home 
on the banks of the Jaxartes, we may Jegimately conclude that their first migra· 

· tion might have taken place either in the reign of Emperor Darius I, or perhaps 
earlier towards the end of the seventh century B.C.147 In other words, we may 
date the first migration of the Sakas in the south-easterly direction towards India 
at the end of the seventh or the beginning of the sixth century B.C. These 
Sakas remained in the Indo-Iranian border in the time of Darius l's son and 
successor Xerxes ( B.C. 486-465 ), as is proved by the fact that, along with other 
tribes, they are mentioned as having been a part of Xerxes' large army.148 

The next movement of the great nomads seems to have been, according to 
some modern scholars, in the s•:cond century 8.C., when they invaded Parthia. 
The bulk_ of these Sakas is supposed to have been the Massagetae and the Sacar· 
aucae. 149 Professor Tarn would date this invasion to about B.C. 129.150 In 
the course of 1his invasion. the Sakas invaded lndia between the years B.C. 124 
and B.C. 115 1long two ro1ttes-the main body pressed through Taxila and 
reached the Indus; while the other body cam~ through Arachosia, and along 
the old route t:1ken by Alexander the Great, reached Kophen ( Kabul) which 
they w1ested from the Grecks. 151 It was in the course of this second invasion 
which lasted from about 8.C. 128 till B.C. 80 that they are supposed to have 
reached Sura~tra.162 

He:re in the above sketch we ha\'e a working hypothe~is of the Saka migra
tions which may be summarized thus :-- ( I ) The first movement of the Sakas, 
who were originally in the steppes of So•Jth Russia, and whc, were suhjcds nf 
Emperor Dariu!. I, was prob:ibly in the late sewnth, or nrly sixth, century B.C. 
( 2) Their second migration which resulted first in their inva~1on of Parthia, and 
then or India, w:;s in th-:: second century 8.C. And ( 3) their sw::y ove1 Sura~i,a 
and Gujarat was in the: first cenll!ry A.D. With these landmarks, let us try to 
go backwards in order to understand a few facts about them. 

While establishing the anti4uity of Sura~tra, 1 cited above the testimony 
of Kaut1lya, who refers to that land on two occasions. l may be permitted to 
repeat the second occasion when he refers to Sura~tra, since it has a vital bearing 
on the subject before us. Kautilya writes that " the corporations of warriors 
( k,1atriyaJrei1i) of Kambhoja, and Sura?tra, and other countries live hy agricul
ture, trade, and wielding of weapons. " 153 Historians have not till now com
mented either on the curious mixture of professions which warrior corporations 
like those mentioned above, are said to have adopted, nor on the identity of one 
of those corporations. Jt cannot be that that great prime-minister associated 
some imaginary professions with those corporations of warriors; neither can it 
be that he singled out such corporations like those of the Kiimbhojas and those 
of SuraHra out of a larger number of corporations which then existed in the country, 
without sufficient justification. I am concerned here with the corporations of 
warriors in Sura~tra. Before I attempt to identify them, it would be worth while 
to note that Kautilya locates them in SuraHra proper. 
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Who were these people who comprised the corporations of \\arriors in Sura
Hra ? We have to recall a few facts relating to Sura~tra which I have given 
above in orde; to answer this queslion. I mentioned ahove that the Sakas were 
e_s~entially a nomadic people. If we admit the possibility of the first Saka migra
tion to the Indus basin to have taken place late in the seventh or early in the sixth 
century B.C., then, it would not too much to assume that those migratory people 
ntight have moved down the Indus to the borders of Sura~tra after the sixth 
century B.C. The infiltration of the Sakas down the basin of the Indus in the 
direction of Sura~tra, therefore, has to be assigned to a period after the early 
sixth century B.C. We can well imagine that by the time of Kautilya ( fourth 
century B.C. ), they might have settled down in Sura~tra where, because of some 
of their special features which I shall presently mention, they seemed to have 
risen to great prominence. When we come to the early centuries before Christ, 
we find the Sakas firmly established in Surii~tra. This explains their rise to power 
in that land in the early centuries of the Christian era; and why that province 
along with a large part of the western coast came to be called .. I ndo-Skvthia " 
by Ptolemy ( A.D. 150 ), and as the Empire of the Mah.ik~iHrapa Rudrada~an. 15

' 

There seems to be no doubt, ~hcrefore, that we have to associate the Sakas with 
Sura~tra. 

When we once admit the above fac:t. we arc in a position to appreciate the 
next one relating to the three main branches 0f the Sakas-the Dahae. the !\fas
sagetae, and the Sacaraucac. Of these we may dismiss the first as a branch 
which was made up of a small confederacy, the members of which were semi
nomads, who were not only horse archers but also good fighters on foot. The 
third branch called the Sacaraucae comprised a confederacy nf se\eral tribes, 
without any special traits. 165 There remains the second branch called the 
Massagctae which was made up of the bulk of tne Sakas. The name Massagctae 
it~elf si1mified "a great Saka horde ". 168 They formed a huge confederacy, 
some ;f whom remained in their original home to be only absorbed 
by other people but the bulk had left their home in the direction of India.

16
' 

Some of the Massagetae fought on foot being agriculturists, but the majority 
fought on horseback, and were led hy an aristocracy of mailed war~iors \~l10 
rode on mailed horses. 188 The Massagetae, therefore, had three traits which 
were special to them-( a) they existed as a corp~ration of _warri~rs being led 
by an aristocracy of warriors; ( b) some of them hved as a~ncu_ltunsts: but~ c) 
the hulk was made up of cavalry archers, who were led by tht1r anstocrat1c mailed 
leaders on mailed horses. These three characteristics of the Massagetae agree 
admirably with those mentioned by Kau\ilya which I have mentioned above. 
That the Sura~tra corporations of warriors could have been_ only of !he_ Mas-

t 
· further proved by the fact that they had no kings. This 1s sug-
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Raja. " 159 We are, therefore, justified in assuming that the corporations of 
warriors of SuriI~tra were essentially of the aristocratic type similar to those 
existing among the Messagetae Sakas. 

This may further be proved hy an examination of the pas~ages in the 
Arthasastra relating to such corporations of aristocratic warriors, and to the 
proximity of the Kiimbh0jas with the Saka'>. In an earlier context in the same 
work Kautilya deals ¼ith the question of the protection of princes, thus :
" Except in dangers, sovereignty falling to the lot of the eldest ( son) is always 
respected. Sovereignty may ( sometimes ) be the property of a clan; for the 
corporation of clans is invincible in its nature, and being free from the calamities 
of anarchy can have a permanent existence on earth. " 160 " It may be argued 
that the reference in this passage is to the republican tribes of the Punjab and 
Sindh in the age when Alexander the Great invaded India, and in the times of 
Pii.Qini, who mentions some of them in his list of corporat10ns and republics. 161 

But this argument may be met with in the following manner :-The reference to 
the corporations amongst Kambhojas and in Surii~tra mentioned by Kautilya 
could not have been to those in the Punjab and Sindh, since he does not mention 
the name of any of the regions -in that part of the country. The Kiimbhojas were 
originally the people who occupied Kafiristan, the country behind Kapisa. 162 

It has been suggested by Professor Sylvain Levi that Kapisa and Kambhoja were 
the same word. 163 The "White Kafirs" of Kafiristan are supposed to have 
been the descendants of Alexander the Great's Macedonians.164 Kapisa was 
essentially a Greek centre.105 The Kambhojas who lived in Kfipisa gradually 
moved on to the north-western regions of the Indus. It is evidently these 
foreigners whom Yaska mentions in his Nirukta ( circa 500 B.C. ), as a people 
whose speech differed in certain respects from the ordinary Indian speech. 166 

In the geographical lists as given in early Buddhist litaature of an earlier period 
( seventh century B.C. ) sixteen great peoples are mentioned, the Kambhojas 
being the last but one preceded by the Gandhiiras. 167 In the still earlier age as 
represented by the Mahiih!uirata, we have the Kambhojas listed with the Yavanas, 
the Sakas, the Madras, the Katkeyas, the Sindhus, and the Sauviras in the north
western regions of India. 10

" The association of the Kambhojas with foreigners 
which is thus proved by the above references, is further corroborated by the 
references lo them in the Edicts of Asoka in which they are mentioned along 
with the Yonas l Yavanas) and the Gandharas as living in the north-west r,f his 
Emipre. 160 These references, therefore, conclusively prove that we have to 
classify the Kambhojas with the Sakas and the Yavanas. We now understand 
why Kautilya mentions them along with the corporation of warriors of Surfi(>tra : 
it was precisely because these latter also belonged to the larger Saka group of 
warriors. The above identification of the Massagetae with the Sakas, Who or.
cupied Sura~tra, seems complete but for one detail which I c1m not able to explain 
at present. The Greek accounts describe the majority of the Massagetae as 
riding on horseback, led by their mailed aristocracy who also rode on mailed 
horses. We have no means of verifying whethl!r the hulk of the early settlc

1 
s 
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in Surii~tra were horse riders. But that the horse has been traditionally connected 
with Kathiawad is proved by the fac:t that it is held sacred in Sura~tra, and is most 
mtim?.tely associated with the Kathis, after whom Kathiawad is named. The pre
valence or the worship of a clay horse among the Bhatias, the Oja Kumbhars, 
the Bhills, the Patetiyas, the Chamadiyas, and other sections of the people, 170 

is perhaps reminiscent of those ancient times when the ancient Massegatae Si,ka 
settlers were known as famous horsemen. The pastoral and roving Kathis, who 
for ages were averse: to any settled mode of life or government, have always been 
fond of annnals. "They still have large droves of cattle and pride themselves 
on thes.: breed of horses. " 171 The old trait of training horses seems to have 
persisted in the Kath is. So early as the end of the sixteenth century ( A.O. 1590 ), 
Abu) Fa7l wrote these about them in his 'Ain-i-Akbari :-" These people ( the 
Kathis) rear .ind train horses ".172 But in what manner the Kathis could be 
identified with any of the sections of the Mussegatae, l am unable to make out. 

That our identification of the Messagetae with the early settlers in Sura~tra 
is within the bounds of probability will be evident when we note another, and a 
more well known, feature of that horde of the Sakas. This relates to their love 
or gold and wealth. The Massagetae in the fifth century B.C., being a people 
who hved in the neighbourhood or Bactria, the land of gold, " posses~ed gold 
in such abundance that they used to make bits or trappings for their horses. " 
Tl11S is ba~ed on the evidence of Heroclotus. 173 We can only imagine that the 
Messagetae. in the course of Lhe1r migrations, brought their love of gold to Surii
::;(ra. where they lived to transfuse it mto one of the most prominent qualtlies 
of t.he people ~hich had perhap, the effect of mcreasmg the commercial pros
perity of the land. m 

The occup,1tion of Surii~\ra by the Messagetai.! \I hich is thus propounde~ for 
the first time in this le.:turc offers ccrt:iin chronologic,1' difficultic,s. II we 
;ctentify Lhc f\1e<sagetae \•:ith the c.--1rpora:1on of warri0rs mentione~I by_ Kautilva, 
it would mean that \\C have to dc1te their advent into India sometime m the age 
of that great prime-minister ( fourth ce:,tu1y B.C. ). How can we sqt'.arc this with 
the general opinion of scholars th:1t the Sakas ,ame into India only 111 the second 

· h · · t · p ·ohable that from the century B.C. ? I have menlioned above t at 1t 1s no 1m I . 
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of the Indus reaching finally the land or Sura~tr,!. TLis point de~en·e_s further 
elucidation. We m«.y accept the view or modern sch0lars tha~ the earlres_t Saka 
migration is to be dated to the end of the seventh or e.irly sixth century R.C.. 
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that great prime-minister definitely goes agdin~t the view that we have to date 
the first migration of the Sakas only to the second century B.C., as is done by 
most modern historians. 177 The migratory habits of Sakas, and the fact that 
they were driven by over-population might have been responsible for their 
movements after the sixth century B.C. and before the fourth century B.C. At 
any ralt:, we may not be far wrong in assuming that there was a second migration 
of the Sakas some time in the age of Kauti!ya. The third and the last phase m 
the Saka irruption into India was m the early centuries of the Christian era, when 
they succeeded in casting their sway over Surii~tra and Gujarat, first as Ku~aQaS, 
and then, independently as Mahiik~atrapas. 

1 may now come to the results of this main current of the Saka occupation 
of Surii~tra-Gujarat. But before I do 30, it would be only proper that I should 
explain on what grounds we could identify the Sakas with the KusaQas. As 
already mentioned by me, the We~tern K~iHrapas of Sura~tra are known in later 
inscriptions and lndian hteraturl! as Sakas.178 The identific:it1on of the Western 
K~iitrapas with the Saka~ and of the latter with the Ku5ai:ias is justifiable not 
only on the above ground but al5o on that of speech. Dr. F. W. Thomas has 
shown that the K11saryas spoke the Saka language. Acco1ding to him, it is 
" nearer a certainty than a conjecture. "179 One great effect of the Saka main 
current on the ancient history of Gujarat is seen in the coinage. The dates on 
the coms and inscription, of the Wc,stern K~ii.trap.:is form the most continuous 
and complete chronological ~t:'rie5 found in the monuments or ancient lndia. 180 

This chronologicr.l definitness and the fixiLv in coinage could only have made 
the ancient people of Gujarat precise in all matters relatmg to their public 
business. particularly those concernrnu their commercial undertakings. Indeed 
ii would not be an exaggeration to affirm that anc.:ient Sura~tra-G11ajrat owed .~ 
great debt to the Western Ksatrn!1as as well a~ to the Bactrians in the matter or 
stabilizing their coinage, and. ther~hy giving the nece.,sary stimulus to the growth 
or a prosperous economic life of the people. 

As rnteresting point of inquiry in this conte>.t is to know whether we cou1d 
connect the Sakas, and es 1Jecially those of Sindh and Sur:i~tra, with maritime 
acti\ itit:'s. We are indehted to the late Dr. K. P. Jayaswal, to that veteran 5eholar 
Professor Sten Know of Norway, and to Professor Tarn for giving us a few 
details which enable us to post~late the theory that the S:ikas who came to 
Surii~!ra were also a maritime people. While amplyfying his theory that the 
Sakas under Maues from the south went up along the Indus, in about 80 B.C., 
Professor Tarn writes thus :-" One detail of the Saca conquest has survived on 
the coinage; Maues' fleet defeated a Greek fleet on the Indus, which gave him 
control of that river and opened the way to Taxila. This victory must have been 
a decisive event. as it is c1n event which Maues celebrated on his coins. One 
coin shows Poseidon with his trident-the usual symbolism or a naval victory
trampling on a riwr god; on another Poseidon, while he still tramples on the 
river god, hurls l1is thunderbolt at a small figure clinging to an aphh1.,·trm, the 
~tern erection or a ( presumably sinking) ship. " 181 In an earlier conteitt 



P_rofessor Tarn states that·" somewhere about 80 B.C., the Sacas who had pre
viously estahhshed a kingdom m Sind, and the Greek sea provinces to the 
southward, came up the Indus, occupied Taxila, and drove a wedge in between 
the realms or State groups " ( of the house of Eucratides and of the Euthydemid 
kings). m Professor Tarn would not only date the invasion of Surli$tra by the 
Sakas to about the second century B.C.-which, as I have already stated above, 
has to be carried by about two centuries earlier. if we are to rely on the evidence 
of Kautilya-but would also lay stress on the maritime nature of the Sakas con-
1:erning which the late Dr. K. P. Jayaswal and Professor Sten Konow have given 
sufficient justification. According to both these scholars, the Sakas went in 
their ships to conquer Sura$tra. 188 Since there is hardly any doubt about the 
maritime nature of the Sakas, particularly those who had migrated to Sura$tra, 
it follows that such an ocean-faring people were primarily responsible for 
augmenting and stabilizing the trade of Sura;;tra-Gujarat. That is, one of the 
most important results of the Saka occupation of Sura;;tra was that relating to 
the encouragement which they gave to trade and commerce of the province. 

Finally, the Sakas were responsible for leaving another permanent effect 
in Gujarat history. This relates to the nomenclature of the people. 1 refer to 
one of the commonest name-endings in Gujarat-Shah. How is it that this end
ing of names is so common among the people of this province ? It is not denied 
that we come acr0ss it also in the Punjab and to some extent in Rajputana. But 
its prevalence in Gujarat is undisputed. It can be traced to the Ku?aQa days 
when Sahi, Siikhi, Siihanusahi, and Saha were used as Saka titles of Ku!?aQa 
monarch5. 18" It is not only epigraphs that prove this but literature as well. For 
instance, in the Jaina work called Kiilakiiciiryaka1hii11aka ( " The Story of 
Ka\aka " ), some events arc described which are supposed to have taken place 
in Ujjain and other parts of Western India in the first hnlf of the first century B.C. 
The Jaina saint Kiilaka on being insulted by the king Gardhabhila of Ujjain. went 
in his desire to revenge to the land of the Saka whose king was styled Sahanusahi 
( King of Kin.l!s ), and whose nobles were called Siihis. These titles were certainly 
borne by the Saka kings of the Punjab, and they appear on the coins o~ their suc
cessors, the Ku~al)a monarchs. According to Professor Rapson, tl11S story ~f 
Kalaka contains faint recollections of the Scythian domination in Western India 
during the first century B.C.185 Professor Rapson's opinion is justified by the fact 
that in that story the Sa.his are introduced into Gujarat and Sura.Hra by Kalaka.'

80 

As regards the identifica!ion of the people called Sa.his and Saha~u~ahis ~entioned 
in that story, with the Sakas, it is enough if we note the descnpt10n ~I the _head 
l!!<ll' worn by them, as given in it. The Siihis are pictured as wean~g pomtecl 
~aps which Professor Norman Brown rightly identified ';it!~ the_ pointed caps 
worn by the Tigarkhauda Saka~ mentioned abo~e_,s1 1 he1e _bemg no doubt, 
therefore about the Sakas' havmg occupied Sura~tra a_nd_ GuJarat, and about 
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among all the sections of the people in Gujarat-Sura~tra. In the light of these 
facts, any attempt to derive the name Sciha Shah, from the word Siidhu is his
torically untenable .18H 

We may note now a racial detail of the Sakas which will help us to trace 
the next main current in the history of ancient Gujarat. It relates to the general 
ethnographical setting of the Sakas which has been described by Sir Halford J. 
Macinder in the first chapter of the Cambridge History of India. While de
scribing the seven geographical regions which form the basis of the ethnogra
phical classification of the people of India, Sir Halford comes to the fourth 
classification which he describes thus :-" The Scyhio-Dravidian type in Sindh 
cast of the Indus, Gujarat, and the western section of the peninsula as far as 
about 76"E. that is to say, the Bombay Presidency or Western India generally. 
'The type is clearly distinguished from the Turko-Iranian by a lower stature, a 
great length of head, a higher nasal index, a shorter nose, and a lower orbito
nasal index ' ". The same authority continues to state thus :-" This type, of 
which the Marathas are the chief representatives, occupies a position between 
the broad-headed Turko-Iranian and the long-headed Dravidians. Its designa
tion assumes that the foreign broad-headed element was introduced during the 
period of Scythian ( Saka ) rule in Western India ( c. 120-380 A.O.). But there 
c_an be little doubt that its origin must be traced to a period more remote. The 
Sakas were among the military conquerors who broke into the Punjab after the 
downfall of the Maurya Empire; and it can scarcely be supposed that the 
extension of their power to Western India materially affected the race. The fact 
that their Scythian names, as is shown by coins and inscriptions, became Hinduized 
after a few generations, is conclusive proof that they were forced to adapt 
themselves to their social environment. We must therefore, seek the disturbing 
racial influence in some earlier tribal immigration of which no memorial now 
remains. The invaders probably belonged to the. broad-headed Alpine race which 
inhabited the plateau of Western Asia ( Anatolia. Armenia, and Iran); and 
they would seem to have come into Western India, as the Dravidians also most 
probably came. through Baluchistan before desiccation had made the routes 
impassable for multitudes. " 189 

The above description of the Scythio-Dravidian ethnographical group is 
of importance for our study. I cannot understand, however, why Sir Halford 
should have introduced the Marathas here, while describing the Scythio-Ku~a(Ja 
racial impact on the people of Gujarat; and why he minimizes the effect of the 
extension of the Saka or Scythian power to Western India. The Marathas have 
never fornred in the ancient history of Gujarat; they will appear only later on 
in the eiihteenth century. If perhaps it is meant by the above the Dravidian origin 
of the Marathas, then, the inclusion of the Marathas in the above description is 
historically intelligible. 100 It would have been better if the effect of the Saka 
racial influence on the local people of Surii.~tra and Gujarat had received a more 
detailed attention at the hands of the Enthnographists. This field is an altogether 
virgin field of investigation, which promises to yield an unending vista of fruit-
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~ul studies. I hope that this University which has so enthusiastically applied 
Itself to the archaeology of ancient Gujarat, will also find it possible to take up 
the study of the ethnographical types of Gujarat-Sura~tra, which would enable 
the historian to arrive at some tangible results in the field of the ancient history 
of Gujarat. 

Sir Halford's earlier statement in the same passage that the foreign broad
~eaded element was introduced during the period of the Scythian or Saka rule 
In Western India, which he puts between circa A.D. 120 and A.O. 380, cannot 
be made to agree with the later statement that " it can scarcely be supposed that 
lhe extension of their power lo Western India materially affected the race. " Sir 
Halford admits in the next sentence that the Sakas, as their inscriptions and coins 
prove, became Hinduized after a few generations, being forced to adapt them
selves to their social environment. One fails to understand how the Sakas could 
have introduced the foreign broad-headed element into Western India. if the 
extension of their power to this region had not materially affected the race ! I 
am afraid sufficient justice has not been done by scholars to the Saka occupation 
of Gujarat-Sura~tra. If it is admitted, and we can hardly controvert it. that the 
Sakas occupied and ruled over Gujarat-Sura~tra from the first century A.O. till 
the end or the fourth century A.D., that is, for a period of nearly three centuries. 
could we assume that the Sakas ruled only as viceroys or Mahak~iitrapas, keeping 
themselves perpetually aloof from the hulk of the people, without having a multi
tude of their followers in all walks of life official and non-official, settling down 
in the land ? There a.re two examples ~f foreign powers that ruled over the 
Whole or some parts of India in comparatively modern times for over 150 years. 
The history of the Portuguese and British occupation and rule in India shows 
lhat a mere handful of foreign rulers alone did not govern the country; along 
With them came a vast number of their people many of whom got mixed with 
the people of the land. This racial fusion must have also taken place under the 
Sakas, and it is precisely here that the Enthnographist would help the Historian 
to find out exactly to what extent the Saka impact is visible in the racial structure 

of Gujarat-Surii~~ra. 

That there must ha,e been a large proportion of the Saka element in 
Gujarat in the ancient times is evident when we take the history of coastal centres 
like Bhroacl~. The argument that because no genuine Greek coins have been 
found in Bhroach, that town might nol have been the Barygaza of the Greek 
historians, as has been maintained by Professor Tarn. 1111 appears to me to be 
not sound. In the first place, we haYc seen above that a few Greek drad,mae 
of inferior type, no doubt, have been discovered near Bhroach. suggesting that 
the neighbourhood of that town was under the rule of a governo1· under Menander. 
It may be noted here that no systematic attempt has ever been made to discover 
Greek coins in Bhroach and its neighbourhood, ever since the days of Pandit 
Bhagvanlal Indraji, who was concerned more with Sura~tra than with Bhroach. 
And further, since coins have an inevitable tendency of reaching surreptitiously 
the melting pots of goldsmiths, it is likely that hordes of Greek coins might have 
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disappeared from Bhroach, which was for centuries a most prosperous interna· 
tional port.191 We have cited above the evidence of the Periplus in regard to 
the construction of camps, wells, barracks, etc., by the Greeks. To this may be 
added the work of the Mahak~atrapa Nahapiin, who constructed houses, 
squares, etc., in Bhroach.193 Nahapana has been assigned to circa A.D. 78-A.D. 
120.191 If his inscriptions are to be credited, then we cannot but conclude 
that there was a foreign settlement in Bhroach. A third fact which may be 
noted in this connection is the existence of a white slave market in Bhroach in 
the days of the author of the Periplus.195 A reference to a white slave market 
in Bhrigukaccha, as given in the Maluibharata, 196 obviously seems to confirm the 
existence of such a slave markel. even granting that the inclusion of such a refer
ence in that epic is the work of a later date. The question that naturally arises 
is-From where did these white slaves come? And why were they sold at 
Bhroach when there were other centres where they could have been offered for 
sale? These considerations lead us tot he assumption that it was not merely a 
handful of foreigners like the Sakas that ruled over Gujarat but a larger number; 
and that it was evidently from the bulk of the same Saka race that the economi
ally more backward and helpless white people were sold as slaves at Bhroach. 
If the Saka rulers, as is admitted by Sir Halford, became Hinduized, then, what 
happened to their followers? lt is reasonable to assume that these latter also 
followed the example of their masters, and ultimately got fused in the local popu
lation. These considerations run counter to the views or Sir Halford that the 
extension of the Saka power in Suril~tra did not materially affect the race. 

Sir Halford"s other statements that the introduction of the foreign broad
headed element is probably to be traced to a more remote period than the Saka 
rule in Western India ( which he places between A.D. 120 and A.D. 380 l, that 
the disturbing racial influence is to be rcfem:d to " some earlier tribal immigra
tion of which no other memorial remains", and that the invaders probably be
longed to the plateaus of Iran, Anatolia, and Armenia, are in agreement with 
the theory I have propounded in these lectures, viz. that prior to the Saka rule 
from the first century A.D. till the end of the fourth century A.D., there were two 
other waves of Saka migrations-one in the seventh century B.C., and the other 
in the fourth century B.C. I shall leave this hypothesis here, and merely say that 
the next assumption of the Enthnographists that the Scythio-Dravidian element 
is clearly visible in the racial set-up of Gujarat-Sura~tra, brings us to the next 
main current relating to the Dravidians in the ancient history of Gujarat. 
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The affinity betwec:n the Sakas and the Dravidians, which is suggested by 
the ethnographical details referred to above by me la~t evening, leads us to a 
study of the Dravidian current in the history of ancient Gujarat. But before I 
describe it and its effects, I should like to mention the chronological limits of 
the dynasties that ruled over Gujarat from the middle of the third century A.O. 
to the middle of the tenth century. The earliest were the Traikiitakas, who rose 
to prominence, during the middle period of the Western K~atrapas in A.O. 250. 107 

The sources of information relating to these rulers are very megre. They rest 
on two copper plate grants-one found in Kanheri and the other at Pardi near 
Bulsar. Beyond the name of the solitary ruler Dharasena, who is called the 
illustrious Great King of the Traikiitakas, and the year 245 which is qualified 
by the phrase that it marked the increasing rule of the Traikiitakas, 108 these 
sources contain no other information. If the suggestion that the Mahak~atrapa 
Rudrasena ( circa A.D. 252-272 ), who extended )us sway to Berar. spread his 
power at the expense of the Traikiitaka,,199 is accepted, then, we can understand 
that che Traikiitakas, when driven to Central India established themselves at 
Trip1,rn and Kalanjara, and reappearing under the name of Haihayas, lived to 
revive their ancient power in the middle of the fifth century at the expense of 
their old enemies, the Western K~iitrapas, whose decline had already started by 
the beginn;ng of the fourth century A.O. 200 The Traikiifakas reappeared in 
the Deccan and in South Gujarat under the name of the Kalacuriyas. l do 
not wish to enter into the interesting question relating to the Kafacuriyas in Gu_iarat. 
but merely to state that they ruled from Hhroach and Anandpura ( modern 
An,md i from A.O. 541 till A.O. 610. 201 There is an important question con
ncctrd with the Traikii(akas which I wish to allude without solving. It is this
Wer,.; the Traikutakas a family of local origin or were they of .Abhira stock ?20

i 

The only major contribution of the Traikiitakas and the Kalacuriya~ to the history 
of ancient Gujarati; the cm the initial ye,ir of which was A./.)., 249-5?- 203 Th;Y 
continued the Western K~iitrapa 1 raditions of coinage which thev closely in11tated. _0,1 

and thereby helped to slabilize the currency of the province on which the 
progress of trade and commerce depended. 

Somewhere in the last quarrer of the fifth century, A.D .. lhc ·1 raikiltakas 
were overthrown by •andragupla JI of the Imperial GupU farnily.·rnc, _ It \\-as 
this rnler who extended his over Malwa which he seems to have wrcsu.:<l lrom the 
Western K~iitrapa,. Enterii1g SL,uth Gujarat rrom lJjjain, by way o_f Bagh and 
Tanda, in th.: province of Rath he passed from Bhroach to Kath1~wad. ~e 
seems to have conquered Sura~tra from the K~iitrapas and str~ck silver c~ms 
· · · • K ,..trapa cot·n •00 H pointed his son Kumara-m 1m1tat1on of the current ~a s. e ap 

t y· Guiarat-Sura~tra 207 which continued to be under Kumiira-
gup a as 1ceroy over , ' f Id -1 d 
gupta and the latter's son Skandagupta. The large number o go , s1 ver, an 
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copper coins of Kumiiragupta, and the Gimar inscription of Skandagupta con
clusively prove that the Guptas exercised a firm sway over Gujarat anr:I Sura
!?tra.208 Since few coins of Kumaragupta have been found in Kutch where 
Skandagupta's coins have been found in plenty, it has rightly been maintained that 
Skandagupta added Kutch to the Gupta Empire. 209

• The Girnar inscription of 
Skandagupta dated A.O. 456, relates that on conquering Sura~tra he appointed 
Pan:iadata as Viceroy and placed ParQadata's son Cakrapalita as the Governor 
of the city of .lunagadh. It was during the viceroyalty of ParQadata that the 
huge Sudarsana lake built by Rudradaman in A.O. l 50 had burst, and that it 
wac; repaired in two month~' time. The new dam was 100 cubits long, 68 cubits 
broad, and 38 feet high. 210 Gujarat was lost to the Guptas in the reign of 1he 
next mon·arch Budhagupta. 211 The province of Gujarat-SuraHra, therefore, was 
under the Guptas for about 50 years ( 410-470 ). The continuance of Western 
K~atrapa coinage and the repairin!! of the Sudarsana lake which the Western 
Mahak~atrapa Rudradarnan had reconstructed, could only have furthered the 
material prosperity of the province. 

The next current in the history of ancient Gujarat was again that of 
foreigners. These were the Mihirs, who have been identified with the White Huns. 
The Mihir current lasted for about 25 years, but within this short span, it left a 
deep impression on the history of the land. It is a well known fact that the Huns 
wrecked the Gupta Empire. 212 The first prominent Hun ruler was Toramana ( A.O. 
490-502 ). And on his death in A.O. 502 he was followed by his son Mihirakula 
( A.0.)02-528 ), who was defeated in A.O. 528 by Yasovarman of Malwa. 213

• 

There is reason to believe that the Mihirs were closely connected with Gujarat-Sura
$tra. The word Maitraka has been taken to be the Sanskrit form of Mihira, 
which in turn was an adptation of the widespread and well known Western Indian 
tribal name Mer or Med. Dr. J. F. Fleet and Mr. A. M. T. Jackson long ago 
suggested on good grounds that Kula was used for the name Mihirakula, and 
that Gula was another form of the name Mihirakula occurring in some of the 
latter's gold coins.m If the identification of the Mihirs with the Maitrakas is 
accepted, we ha,-c good ground to state that the Mihirs had come to stay in 
Gujarat. For the founder of the Valabhi line of kings by name Scnapati Bha
taraka ( A.O. 508-circa 520 ), is described in the copper plate grant of his son 
Dhruvasena ( A.O. 526) as having obtained glory by dealing hundreds of 
blows on the large and very mighty armies of the Maitrakas, who had by force 
subdued their enemies.m The growth of the Mihirs is proved by the Bagumra 
copper plate grant of Lhe Ra!?trakuta king Dhruva 1 ( A.O. 867) in which that 
ruler is said to have checked an invasion by a Mihir king with a powerful army. 210 

That the Mihirs were spread over the whole of Sura~tra is proved by the fact that 
their descendents continued to occupy in large numbers the Barda Hills in the 
south-esat of Kathiawad till our own days, while in the north-east of Kathiawad, 
the Mihirs ( Mehrs) continued to exercise power till the thirteenth century. 211 

It has betn stated that the Jethva chiefs of Porbunder were " almost certainly of 
the Mihir tribe ". 218 The Mihirs thus seem to have left a powerful stratum in the 
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society of Gujarat, 219 but continued to play a smaH part in the political history of 
the land. Another effect of their occupation of Gujarat was the impetus they 
gave to the Sun worship. 210 The famous temple of the Sun at Bhinmal, the 
great capital of the Gurjars is perhap to be traced to the influence of the Sun 
worshipers, the Mihirs. 221 

The Mihirs bridge the gap in the history of Gujarat after the Guptas and 
before the rise to power of the Valabhi kings, that is, from the end of the Gupta 
period in about A.O. 470 tiH about the earliest days of the Valabhi A.O. 530. 222 

The rule of the Yalabhis may be said to have lasted roughly from A.O. 509 till 
A.O. 766. 223 It was responsible for introducing a systematized administration 
and the pdd<i1•arta ( modern kadam or pace ) and pi/aka or basketful systems of 
land assessment. The Valabhis patronized both Saivisim and Buddhism, and 
thereby continued the old traditions of liberalism which have always marked the 
people of this province. The Valabhis also introduced an era called Valabhi 
era starting from A.D. 319-20. m I may mention here that the history of the 
Valahh1 rulers contains many interesting points which are yet to be solved. One 
of them relates to their connection with the Kafhis of Kathiawad, the latter with 
Catheans mentioned by the Greek writers, and of both with the Biihlikas. 226 

The Valbhi rulers were further responsible for withstanding the first major 
threat to Gujarat security which this time came not from the north but from Dra
vidian India. The Valabhi king who is credited with this achievement was 
Siladitya I ( A.O. 605-6 ) ;226 and the southern aggressor whom he stopped was the 
early Western Calukya king Mangalesa. The latter had subdued the Ka!acuriya 
king Buddharaja in Central Gujarat, and appears to have planned the conquest 
of the whole of Gujarat. Mangalcsa's vctory over Buddhariija is supposed to 
have taken place in about A.O. 601-602. 227 But the Ka!acuriya king continued 
to rule from Anandapura, his sway extending as far as Bhroach. till A.O. 6!0.

228 

The Early Western Ciilukya rule over South Gujarat continued till A.D. 739. 
when Avanijanasraya Pulikesin ruled over UitaY" 1 do not wish to dwell on 
the different branches of the early Western Calukyas governing the various parts 
of Gujarat. I may simply note that the first pwminent Dravidian current lasted 
from about A.O. 6(0 till A.O. 730 i.e .. for just over a century. 

About this time two main cross streams of historical action flow-one that of 
the rulers of Anhilava<;la whom Pandit Bhagavanalal lndraji styled as the Civa<;lii 
kings. and who ruled from A.O. 720 till A.D. 9560. 230 and the other that of the 
Riistrakfltas, who ruled from A.O. 743 till A.O. 930. 2

J
1 The former were. on the 

wh~·Je. responsible for giving a great impetus to Jainism, 232 and_ consequently to 
the ancient concept of ahi1i1sli. The latter were instrumental 111 increasing the 

D ·d· · ft cc 1·11 GuJ·arat The swav of the Rasirakiitas extended over the rav1 1an m uen · . • · 
wholt! of Gujarat as far as Cambay.

233 

Th R:- t. k-ta conquest of Gujarat may conveniently be taken as an 
e as I a u · f G · · · t .. h · ·e could stop in order to gauge the inter-act10n o uJarau important s age w ere w . . . 

d D 
·d· It The whole trend or the two maJor waves or Dravrdran an ravt tan cu ures. 
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incursions into Gujarat till now-the early Calukya and the Ra~trakuta-had 
served only to show the aggresive nature of their imperialistic designs. If wt 
could have expected anything, it was only a counter attack by Gujarat on Dravi
dian India which during these centuries was passing through a series of political 
vicissitudes, but, what is more interesting, we have definite evidence of a peaceful 
conqut:st of the Dravidian country by the people of Gujarat in a manner which 
we hardly come across anywhere in contemporary India. The four means by 
which the people of Gujarat overcame the Dravidians relate to the spheres of 
administration, commerce, colonisation, and religion. 

In the political fit:ld, Gujarat gave able administartors to Dravidian India. 
Thus, for• instance, there was a distinguished line of provincial officials beginning 
wirh Manalarata, who was styled "Lord of Valabhi, the best of towns", and who 
belonged to the Siigariinvaya ( the race of Siigara ). He was a subordinate under 
the Viceroy, the Western Ganga prince Permagi Bhutuga, and was placed in 
A.D. 949-50 over a group of villages known as Atakuru Twelve and the village of 
Koieyuru in the Belvo!a country. His family continued to serve in the Dharwar 
district from A.O. 949 till A.D. 1077.23

' 

A more distinguished Gujarat administrator serving under the Western 
Calukyas of the South was Anantapiila concerning whom there are in all eleven 
stone inscriptions-seven inscriptions found in the Shikarpur taluka of the Shimoga 
district of the Mysore State, three inscriptions in the Dharwar district, and one 
in the Bijapur district of the Mysore State. For the sake of convenience, I shall 
style them as follows-The stone inscription discovered near the Mallikarjuna 
temple at Gama in the Shikarpur Hob!i, which I shall call the Gama record; and 
six other stone inscriptions discovered amidst the ruins of the once populous 
maharajadhani ( the great royla capital) of Bal!igiime, also in the same Shikiirpur 
taluka, which I shall call the I, II, 111, IV, V and VI Ba!!igame records. An 
analysis of all these records will help us to understand the important part which 
Anantapiila played along with his relatives in the history of the south. These 
stone records range from A.D. 1098 till A.D. 1114.236 The earliest is the Gama 
record which informs us that in A.D. 1098 when Tribhuvanamalla ( i.~., the great 
Vikramaditya VI of the later Western Calukya dynasty, who ruled from A.D. 
!076 till A.O. I 126, ), m was in the capital of Kalyai:ia, " a dweller at his lotus 
feet" ( i.e., his subordinate) was Anantapiila, who is given the following titles
" Entitled to the five big drums, Mahiisamantadipati, and Mahilpracai:iQa Dai:ic;la
nayaka ". There is no indication of the country from he originated in this record. 
In the next year ( A.D. 1099) General Anantapiila, as is related in the two re
cords both dated in the same year, and discovered at Cikkahandigoj, Gadag taluka, 
Dharwar district and at Kotavumacigi, also in the same taluka and the same 
district, administered the Six Hundred Province, the BanavasinaQ, the Kuryc;linad, 
and the Balayavapatna. His three younger brothers Nara1)adeva, Vaval).a and 
Lakhar,ia are also mentioned in the Cikkahandigo! inscription. The Kotavumacigi 
inscription adds the Purigeri Three Hundred District to the list of the districts 

under his charge. 



In the VI Ba!!igiime record assigned by Rice to about A.O. l lOO, General 
Anantapiila is given the additional titles of Vibudha-Mradiiyaka, sujana-prasanna, 
nu<Jid-mattennam, gotra-pa1•itra paraga11a-putram, turaya Revantam, Vairi-krit
iintam, ayva11a-.1i11ga, 111ane-1•ergga(le, da1J4amiyaka. It is related in the same 
inscription· that Anantapiila having received the GajagaQc;la 600 Province and the 
Banavasi 12,000 Province together with the Customs Commissionership 
( achchupamulya) or the Seven-and-a-Half Lakh country. was rulling the king
dom in peace and wisdom. The Narega! stone inscription found in the Rory 
tiiluka the Oharwar district, and dated also in A.O. I 100, adds the Belvola 300 and 
Purigere 300 districts to his jurisdiction. 238 Jt is only in the I Ba!!igiime stom: 
inscription dated A.O. I I03 that we have the most substantial proof of the country 
from where Anantap:ila hailed. In this record he is distinctly described as "a 
moon to the water lily the Liita-kula ( Ld!a-kula k11m11da-M11a-vidhu-karariam ). 
and is said to have received the two Six Hundred districts, and the Banavase 
12,000 province, and the Collcstorship of Customs ( the Vaddardru!a and thl' 
Perjjuiika) of the same province. In the Ill Bal!igame stone record dated A.O 
1104, in addition to the above titles, he is given the desgnation of a Great Mmiste1 
( Mahiipradhiina) and Banam- Vcrgga(le Da1J<Ja1111yakam ( the later or which I 
am not able to make out, particularly the meaning of the term Banasa, the other 
two terms being Vergga<Je which meant Great Chieftain and DaiuJandyakam, 
Commander). He is said to have received, evidently from his royal master the 
Western Calukya monarch Vikramiiditya VI, the BelvoJa 300, the Puligere 300 
and the Banavasi 12,000 Province and the panndya of the Seven-and-a-Half Lakh 
country. Under him is mentioned as administering the Bana~asi 12,000 Province, 
particularly the Va<f<farav17la and ac/1cl,upamuiya of the 56, which evidently refers 
to a district which must have been a part of the vast province of the Banavasi 12,000, 
Govindariiya, the son of Diisiriija and his wife Somiimbike. The Arasabic;li stone 
inscription discovered in the Hungund taluka, Bijapur district, and dated A.D. 
l l06 mentions the Mahapradhiina M.idh:ivabhat!a as being in charge of the 
achchupanndya, evidently of the same district belonging to the same large 
Banavascniic;I 12,000 Province, but under the provincial viceroy Anantapala. 230 

General Anantapiila continued to administer the same large province of 
Banavasenac;I in A.O. J 107 when he was given the following titles-" Subduer 
of the enemies' forces, chief over the court property, a sun to the lotus Brahman 
race ( satru-hala-sddhakam dsthiina-vastu 11iiyaka111. dl'(iakula-kamala-11uirttii1J<Ja ), 
in addition to the titles of prcu:ha!J<Ja Da11(la11dyaka. Maluipradhdna and Ba11asa
ma11e-1•ergga<;le which he had already possessed, and which are repeated in this 
inscription. Under him in the same record figures again the MahiipracaiJ<;la 
DaQdanayaka Govindaraja, \vhose descent I have given above, carrying on the 
dutie~ of. the Collector of Customs, ( the va<f4ardvu!a. perjjunka and the two 
bi!koc/e) of the Banavasi 12,000 Province. 

Let us now turn to the JI Ba!!igiime stone inscription dated A.D. 1113 in 
which we have further interesting details about the illustrious Gujarat admini
strator Anantapiila. In it we are informed that " On the adhipmi ( evidently the 
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Emperor Vikramaditya VI ) giving the Banavasi country to the protection to the 
grove of the vine king Tribhuvanamalla's fame ( Va11al'asi-desamam-Tribhuva
namalla-nripii/ukirti-Lak~mi-latika-vana-piila11 ), the protector of all the learned 
( akhila rid1·at jana piilan ), Anantapala accepting the same, assigned it over to 
Govindaraja, who is called Anantapala's elder brother's warrior, and Kr~r:iariija's 
younger brother. The exact relationship between Anantapala and Govindariija is 
given in the 1 V Ba\!igiime stone inscription dated A.O. 1114, which informs us 
that Anantapala's brother-in-law ( tat-priya diivaranum) was Govindaraja. In 
this record, however, his mother is called Sovaladevi, and he is described as a 
Mahasamantadhipati and a Mahapraca1:1<;la DaQq.anayiika, and what is more 
important for our purpose, he is also said to have belonged to Liita. This is 
proved from the following statement in the same record which describes him 
" as an auspicious forehead ornament of the Lii\anvaya ( Liifa11 vaya-laliita-mangala
tilakam ). The high favour in which Govindaraja stood in the estimation of the 
Western Calukya Emperor is given in the statement that Govindaraja was a rod 
in Tribhuvanamalla's victorious right hand" ( Tribhuva11ama/la-devavijaya
dak~i1Jabhuia-da{1dam ), meaning thereby that Govindaraja was an indespensable 
person either in the king's conquests or in punishing recalcitrant people in the 
Western Calukya Empire. The official status of Govindaraja, who is also called 
Govindamayya, is given thus in the same record which confirms the titles given 
to him above·, and which adds the biruda of n;anevergga(je ( the Great Royal 
Chamberlain ). He is said to be administering the Banavase 12,000, the Siinta!ige 
1,000, and the two Six Hundred Provinces and the customs ( vacJcJariivula and 
panndya ), evidentlf of the those districts from the royal city of Balipura ( Ba!
!igame ). It is evident from this record that Govindaraja was working under 
Anantapala in the same Province of Banavasc 12,000. 

/ 

The above stone inscriptions ranging from A.D. 1098 till A.D. 1114 will 
have proved that the two essentially Gujarat administrators, born in the families 
hailing from Lata ( Ui[dlinvaya )-about which unfortunately we have no other 
details-governed a large province in the South, and were held in the highest 
esteem by the Western Ciilukya Emperor Vikramaditya VI. 

Another well known family hailing from Kathiawad, \l,hich contributed to 
the prosperity of Dravidian J ndia was that of the Yanes who belonged to Der:iagii.ve 
in VanakheQa in Kathiawad. They figure in stone inscriptions discovered in the 
Mysore State, and ranging from A.D. 1241 till A.D. 1249. They were placed 
as administrators over a part of a Shimoga district also of the same State. The 
first figure amongst them was Somadeva Vai:ie, who is called in A.D. 1249, '' the 
Friend of the Destitute". His son was Ravi Deva Vaf.le whose crowned queen 
was called Mallubai and to whom were born three sons-the eldest Soideva, the 
second Yekkamadeva, and the third Vikramadeva. They were all noted for 
their charitable gifts for furthering the cause of Saivisim and for feeding ascetics. 2~0 

A fourth family of Sura~tra nobles which figures in the history of the Deccan 
of the thirteenth century is that of Droi:iapAla, who is described in a stone record 
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of A.O. 1215-6 as the Mahiiraja's son Dro)Japiiladeva, of supreme piety, settled 
in the Prabhiisak~etra of the Saura~tra country. His father's name is lost in 
this broken record but it is clear that he was a person of some consequence. 
This is gathered from some of the attributes given to him in the record in which 
he is called a Sahasrabiihu in readiness for war ( Nar1?11dra sanntiha Sahasrahtihu) 
the Great ( maha ) ........ Dellal)adeva. m 

Under the provincial viceroy Dro)Japala was another official also belonging 
to Sura~tra. He was the Great Treasurer ( Mahiibhal){iiiri) Thakkura Kannara
deva who, in the year A.D. 1215, gave the village of E!eba!!i ( location specified) 
as a free gift to the god Somaniitha of Bandanike in the Shimoga district of the 
Mysore State. This was in the reign of the Yadava king SinghaQadeva. 242 The 
Thakkuras, however, were not always docile to the State. In the reign of the 
same Yiidava king, a Thakk0ra who had been appointed as a Nayaka ( Inspector ) 
by that monarch, and stationed in the Taravoru l9ugo! ThiiQii, " being unwilling 
to do his duty on the umbali ( rent free land ) granted to him ", strengthened 
himself, and was attacked by the State District Officer ( Na<J Prabhu) Kiimeya 
Ha<;luvala, and brought to reason. 243 • 

Before l pass on to the permanent influence of a famous deity of Surii~Jra 
in the history of the South, I should like to mention an interesting detail relating 
to one of the most well known families of Suriistra. These were the Valabhi 
rulers whose founder was Seniipati Bhatiiraka ( A.'D. 509 ). m I do not wish to 
enter into the details of the origin of this family which has already figured above. 
The members of the Bhatiiraka family, Seniipati Bhatiiraka and his two eldest 
sons, as is related in the grants of Seniipati Bhatiiraka 's third son Druvasena 1 
( A.D. 526-535 ), are said to have been great Mahesvaras, i.<'. followers of Siva, 
although Druvasena himself was a Parama-Bluigarnta or the follower of the great 
Vi~IJU. 2~5 The Valabhi rulers, like most of their royal brothern, were electic in their 
leanings, although their sympathy was mostly in favour of Saivism.

24
n 

The above facts will help us to understand the identification of an interesting 
event in the history of the inter-relations of Gujarat and the South. We have 
to come to the reign of the kings of the Kadamba house, who ruled over a large 
part of the west of Mysore. The Kadamba genealogy is still unsettle?. ~n ~he 
reign of a Kadamba king called Mrgesvarman, as is related i_n an 1~s~n?t101~ 
in the so-caUed box head characters discovered at Tii!gu1Jda m the Sh1karpu1 

taluka of the Mysore State, a General called Pasupati is praised for his prowess 
in battle. This commander was a feudatory of the Kadamba ruler but matn-_ 
monially connected with Kadambas. The late MM. R. _Narasimha~har_ya ot 
Mysore, who discovered this record, merely wrote that this was an ~1~c1 cstu? 

· f h' h mentioned a hitherto unknown member of the Bhata11-va111sc1 piece o news w 1c 
· b h fif h tury A D 247 No historian has ever commented on the m a out t e t cen · · · . 
d . f I· Bh t- · "amily which figures in the records of the South. I am 1scovery o t us a 1an 1, _ . _ 

1 d t b 1. th t G I Pasupati belonged to the family of Senapall Bhataraka. e o e 1eve a enera . . . d h , 
and that the Bhatari-varilsa mentioned in the TaJgunda 111scnpt1011 coul a,e 
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been no other than the family of the founder of the Valabhi house. I stated 
above that Senapati Bhataraka is to be assigned to A.O. 509 or the beginning 
of the sixth century A.O. The age to which the Ta!gunda inscription has been 
assigned by the learned Mysore scholar is the fifth century. The question that 
arises here is-What is the exact relationship between General Pasupati and 
Senapati Bhataraka ? No answer is forthcoming to this question at the presenc 
stage of our investigations. But certain doubts pr~sent themselves here : Was 
the adventurous spirit of the Gujarat Generals of the Bhataraka family in the 
fifth century or the beginning of the sixth century A.O., in any way connected 
with the northern drive of the early Western Ciilukya king Mangalesa about 
whom I have already mentioned a few details earlier ? Are we to consider the 
family of ·General Pasupati as a branch of the more powerful family of Sena pa ti 
Bhataraka of Valabhi, which went to the South either to s-:ek fortune or to add 
to the political annals of the South ? To which region did the Bhataraka family 
belong-to the South or to the North ? 

Under the heading political relations, J should have mentioned here the most 
intimate connection between Gujarat and Dravidian India extending over a long 
period. But this would require a separate treatment by itself being both vast 
and complicated, and spread over more than five centuries of strenuous action. 
I would, therefore, confine myself to one aspect of the close contact between Gujarat 
and the South which perhaps explains the continued presence of eminent Gujarat 
administrators in the Deccan described above. This refers to the matrimonial 
connection between the rulers of Gujarat and those of the South. Here, I would 
like to be as brief as possible, mentioning merely three or four prominent dynastic 
alliances. The first is in the middle of the eleventh century A.D. It connects 
the royal house of Ar:iahilava<;la with th;,t of the Kadambas of Goa. We learn 
from the Jaina works Dvyciira)'li and Pmhand/,aci11tdma~1i thnt king Karr:ia ( A.O. 
1064-1094 ), the ;on of Bhima t, married Mayamalla Devi, called- by the Jaina 
chroniclers, M1ya1:alladcvi, the daughter of king Jayakesi I of Goa ( A.O. 1050-
A.D. 1080 ). Here was a Gujar,1t-Goa matrimonial rclatinship which had a far 
reaching effect on the history of both the provinces. M:iyamalla Devi became 
the mother of the illustrious Siddharaja Jaya,imha, the mo'.;t celebrated name 
in the history of Gujarnt.2'' The end of king Siddharaja's reign witnessed ,ome 
complications. Siddharflja had no son, but he was averse to the surccssion o!' 
Kumarapala of the line of Tribhuvanapala, the great-grand-son of Bhima I. 
Siddharaja's hatred of Kumarpala compelled the later to flee, and. a, is r,:,lated 
in the Jaina chronicles, he came to Yatapadraka ( Baroda) from where he 
passed on to Bhroach from where again he moved on the Ujjain from wlu:re he 
once ag~n moved down to Kolhapur which he left for Kanci ( Con_icevaram ). 219 

Here, therefore, was the future illustrious ruler of Gujarat in the northern 
part of the Deccan. Towards the end of his memorable reign, Kumarapala 
was faced with the same question which his predecessor Siddharaja had 
tried to solve in vain-that of a successor. Kumarapiila had no son, and, there
fore, he was succeeded by his brother Mahipala's son Ajayapala. Now Ajaya-
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pala's mother was called Nayaki Devi, the daughter of Paramardi. Ajayapala, 
whose reign was marked by cruelty and irreligion, ruled from AD. I I 74 till 
AD. l I 77. 260 The name Parmardi given by the Jaina chroniclers is evidently a 
contraction of the name Perma<;li, and the king bearing this title has been rightly 
identified with the Mahiimai:ic;lalesvara Permac;li Sivacitta, the Goa prince, who 
had the name Permac;li Deva to which he added the name Sivacitta. He was the 
Viceroy of the Western Ciilukya Emperor Tai la III, and he ruled over the Palasige 
and Konkan Provinces.151 We shall see presently that the dynastic relationship 
thus established between Gujarat and Goa since the days of king Kari:ia, was 
maintained in the thirteenth century. 

Another example of a dynastic connection between Gujarat and the South 
is afforded in the history of the Vaghelas, who held sway from AD. 1219 till 
AD. 1304. 261 We have to come to the reign of Visaladeva, the son of Vira
dhavaJa. Visaladeva ruled from A.O. 1243 till A.D. 1261. One of his records 
narrates tbat he was chosen as a husband by the daughter of the king of Karna
taka. This ruler of Karniitaka has been identilied with either Somesvara or his 
son Narasimha III, both being well-known kings of the Hoysala family ruling 
from Dorasamudra ( modern Halebid, Hasan district, Mysore State ). 253 

In the prose work called Ga,(rakariuimrta written by Sakata Yidyacakra
varti, we have an interesting fact that the bride of Somesvara was descended from 
the family of Nandideva of Gujarat. The latter king and his brother Kseman1ja 
are said to have been the sons of king Yallabha of Gujarat. 25

J None of these 
three names Yallabha, Nandideva, and Ksemaraja, is traceable in the history 
of Gujarat. But if the prose romance could be relied upon, it appears as 
if we are to assume that Hoysala Somesvara was also dynastically connected with 
one of the royal families of Gujarat. 

The history of a well-known family of ministers of Mount Abu contains names 
which are strikingly southern. I am referring to the family to which the famous 
Tejapiila of the Mount Abu fame belonged. Tejapala was the minister _of the 
first two Viighela chieftains, La,ai:iaprasada ( A.O. 1200-1233) and ~•s so_~ 
Vl'radhavala ( A.O. 1233-3~ ), a famous temple builder. Along w• th 11 •~ 

· · h r · temples on brother Vastupiila, he was responsible for constructrng t e amous . 

M t Ab S- truiiJ'aya. and Girnar. 256 It is not generally known that the pro
oun u, a . d "56 h · h · . 

genitor of the family of Tejapiila and Vastupala was one Cai:i. apa._· , w 1c . rs 
a name that is essentially Dravidian. This Cai:ic;Iapa may not be confounded w!th 

· K k d .. ( Kakkadev·1 ) of the Paramara his namesake, who was the son ol am a eva ' 0 20, 

family and who has been assi1mcd by Dr. L. D. Barnett to about A.D~ JOOP · 
' · -. · · • h · the Banswara ara-

1 do not wish to enter rnto the mterestrng question as to ow II d I· 
C d b I ed came to be ca e a so a 

maras to whose family the latter arJ. apa e ong , . ·h· h I 
h , · h ,. d • t· tl1e family to w 1c t 1e L "t r· ·1 2ss Th Candapa, w o was t e ,oun e1 o . 

a.a_ am1 ~- e T·ei·t ala and Vastupiila with their elder brother Lui:i1ga 
two 11lustr10_us brothers J' P ., ·fied with the Cai:ic;lapa who was the 
and seven sisters belonged. cannot be identi . . - . f· mil 
son and successor of Kiimkadeva, bct:ausc the progenitor ol Teppala s d y 
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cannot be ascribed to a date earlier than A.O. 1100; while Cai:u;Iapa of tbe Bfin
swiira Paramiira line was, as already seen above, earlier than he by about one 
century. But there is no gainsaying the fact that both these names were essen
tially Dravidian. 

The sisters of Tejapiila were likewise called by names which were typically 
D:~vidian. For instance, three of the seven sisters of Tejapiila were called 
Bai Jalbana Devi ( Jalhii ), Bai Sohiigaya ( Sohagii ) and Bai Vayajuka. 259 

Dr. H. D. Sankalia, while commenting on these prefixes of Bai, writes thus :
" Here I think we have the earliest reference to a word which has become a 
common term addressing a woman in Gujarati, Marathi and Hindi". The same 
scholar maintains that there is no known recorded use of the word in early Sanskrit 
and Prakrit liternture; that Hemacandra (twelfth century) in his work Kumiiraptila
prabhoda uses that term for a mother; that it may be the same as Btii but that it 
is a term of address for woman and that since such a use is very common among 
Muslims, it is supposed to be a loan word from the Turkish or Arabic ( ? ). If 
it is, it seems to have been used in North-West India, owing to the same reason 
as those mentioned in the case of mudi." 260 

The above assumptions have no basis in history. The available historical 
evidence proves that the term Btii was a name used by queens and by ladies be
longing to the nobility, and that it had nothing to do with the Muslims. The 
history of the South, particularly of Western India, contains many examples of 
queens who prefixed these terms to their names. We have mentioned above 
the SuriiWa family of nobles hailing from Vanakhecja to which Somadeva ViiJJ.e 
belonged. His distinguished son was Ravideva whose crowned queen was 
Mallubiiyi (antu nega{da Ravidevana pattamahddevi-appa Mallubtiyiyavara). 181 Lest 
it may be imagined that the above instance takes us to the history of Surii~tra 
rather than to that of the South, I may give the example of a woman of a noble 
family of the South also of the same century. The mother of the Belvo!a Dai:tQa
niiyaka Dhannugideva is called Cai:t<;labiii in A.O. 1256.262 Under the Yiidava 
king Mahiidevariiya in about A.D. 1265, there were two great officers CaUadeva 
and Kucarasa. Their elder sister was Mallubai praised in all the world. 268 In 
the sixteenth century there was the well-known family of feudal chieftains called 
the Avatinii<;I Prabhus. A stone inscription dated A.D. 1575 relates that the 
Great Avatinii<;I Prabhu Moleya Baireya Gau<;Ia's wife had two sons, Baireya 
Gau9a and Miiraya GauQa. The latter made a specified grant of land for the 
local god Srikai:ithesvara in order that merit might approve to his father Moleya 
Baira Gauda his mother Hiriyabfti, and his forefathers. m It will thus be 
evident that the term Bai was one of the highest respect used by the nobility, and 
that it had nothing to do with the Muslims. The use of that name Bai amongst 
the Mara\has, as is well-known, was not only confined to the ladies of high rank 
but to all women. 20 • II would, therefore, be entirely unhistorical to give a North
Western origin with a probable Turko-Arnbic touch to this name Bcii which was 
undoubtedly a term of respect amongst the people of Western India. 
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The affinity of Gujarat with the Deccan which is evident from the history 
of the Sura~tra feudal families and from the names of the SuraHra nobility given 
above, is further proved by the close commercial contact existing between the 
two provinces. There are instances of Southern merchants having settled in 
Bhavanagar. 288 These must have belonged to the widespread and powerful cor
porations of merchants called the Mummuridai:u;Ia of the Deccan, who visited 
Sur~tra, as he related in a record dated A.D. 1054. 187 This naturally led to 
reciprocal action on the part of Gujarat merchants, with the result that the latter 
settled in Belgaum and even preferred to call themselves by Dravidian names. 
We learn this from a record dated A.D. 1204 in which the merchants from Lata 
or South Gujarat, who had settled in Belgaum, are said to have been headed by 
Parasurama Niiyaka, Pommai:ia Niiyaka, and Ammugi Nayaka.ue These 
names which the leaders of the Lata merchants, who had domiciled in Belgaum 
borne, were typically Dravidian. 

A strong link in the cultural history of Gujarat and the South is afforded by 
a prominent Gujarat community which enriched the traditions of the South. 
This is that of the Brahma-K~tariyas, who were originally associated with 
Sura~tra. 289 I should not like to go into the question of the origin of this im
portant community which, as James Campbell rightly stated long ago, filled in 
the gap between the Brahmans and the K~atriyas, and being the latter, possessed 
the gotras of the former. 270 Both historically and ethnographically the Brahma
K§atriyas offer a very fruitful field of investigation. I shall restrict myself here to 
the prominent part played by them in the history of the South which will help us 
to understand how deep laid was the undercurrent of this Gujarat-Dravidian 
culture that shaped the fortunes of the South for centuries. Again without 
entering into the problem as to when the Brahma-K~atriyas migrated from Gujarat 
to the South, I may merely give some examples of distinguished Brahma-K§alriyas, 
who added to the administrative history of the SoL1th. The first in the list of 
eminent Brahma-K?atriyas was the celebrated general and statesman CamuQc;ia
raya, whose detailed history and achievements I have given elsewhere. 971 He 
Was the General under the Gamm ruler Racamalla IV, and was popularly known 
as merely Raya. "A braver s~ldier, a more devoted Jaina and a more honest 
man than Camundarava " the land had never seen. In the numerous inscriptions 
about him as w~it as· i~ Kanna<;la literature he is said to have belonged to the 
Brahma-Ksatra race. and to have been the crest jewel among Brahma-K~atriyas 
( Brahma-K,ratra sikluima~1i ). He had a number ·of military victories to his 
credit. His patronage of literature was as sincere as it was spontaneous. _In 
literature he is credited not only with military feats but with unrivalled Jibcrahty 
which took the shape of construction of many Jaina edifies. But the grandest 
and the noblest momimcnt to his credit was the construction of the huge mono
lithic statue of Gomata at Srava(Ja Belgo!a in the Mysore State in A.O. 1028.

2711 

J may give only a [cw rep~e~entative name:; of other eminent ~rahma
K~atriyas, who added to the lust~r of the South from the eleventh to the thirteenth 
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century A.O. There was, for instance, in about A.O. 1070 the prince Udayii
ditya, who was the Viceroy of the large Provinces of Gangava<;li, Banavase, and 
Santalige under the Western Calukya Emperor Tribhuvanamalla, Somesvara II 
( A.D. 1068-76 ). The two inscriptions which give us the above details, relate 
that he was, among other things, of the Brahma-K~atra heroic descent ( Brahma
K$alra virdnvaya ), and an obtainer of a boon from god Somesvara ( Somesvara
labdha-vara prasiida ), the second probably reminiscent of the famous deity of 
Somanatha. In the same record he is also called the" crest-jewel among Brahma
K~atras ( Brahma-K$alra-sikhdm01Ji ). 278 In about A.D. 1090 Viceroy Udayii
ditya is given titles of high rank like Mahiirajadhiraja and Paramesvara, and is 
said to ha.ve been praised by all the world ( samasta-bhuvana-stuta ). In A.O. 
I075, he is distincly styled as Rdjiidhiriija, and is given a string ·of titles, and is 
said to have won many victories over a number of southern kings ( all named 
dynastically ), and to have taken tribute from them, " having extended his ter
ritory as far as the four oceans and accomplished the desire to be a great con
queror ". From this record it is evident that Viceroy Udayaditya had not only 
established his reputation as a Brahma-K~atriya conqueror but justified the titles 
which he had possessed, of a riijddhirdja, although it cannot be understood as to 
how he had secured it. His provincial capital was Ba!!igiime in the Shikarpur 
taluka of the Mysore State. Other records testify to the important part played 
by this well-known Brahma-K~atriya General of the Western Ciilukyan Emperor 
Somesvara 11. 271 

Amongst other able Brahma-K~atriya administrators were the two brothers 
Cattadeva and Kt1cadeva serving under the Yiidava or Sevul)a monarch Mahadeva 
( A.O. 1260-1271 ). The inscription dated A.O. 1268 which gives us the above 
details, relates that their father was Nimbiriija; that they were of the Kausika 
gotra; and that they were well skilled in patience and in the policy of Brahma
K~atras. Catta's son was Caul)<;ia, who became a general. The Scvul)a Em
peror Mahiideva appointed the two brothers Calta and Kuca to administer 
( obviously jointly) the royal city of Betiir in the 64 Village Union ( aravattum 
bci<fu) in the Province of No!ambavagi 32,000.276 

The most abiding effect of Gujarat culture on the South is seen in the sphere 
of religion. Here we may study this problem from two points of view-the wide 
and lasting influence of a famous religious teacher. who was domiciled in Gujarat, 
on the people of the South; and the age-long effect of a famous god of Sura~tra 
on the culture and thought of the Southerners. A powerful factor in bringing 
the two provinces of the South and Gujarat together was the religious teacher 
Lukulisa around whom centre certain difficulties. There seem to have been two 
great persons of that name, as pointed out by Mr. Lewis Rice long ago. One 
was the earlier Lakulisa, who has been assigned to the first century A.O. 278 This 
earlier Lakulisa is probably the one referred to in the stone inscription dated 
A.D. 943, and hailing from Sira in the Tumkur district, Mysore State, in which 
we have the following interesting information:-That a grant made to the local 
god Nannisvara, was made over to the learned priest CillukabhaHa, who is 
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described as having been a warrior of the kingdom of peace ( tapad a11kakara ). 
The ending of this record is still more interesting. Lakulisa, so we are told, 
fearing that his own name and works of dharma would be forgotten, became in~ 
carnate and was born again in the earth as the Muniniitha Cilluka. 277 The 
evidence of another stone inscription dated A.O. 980 confirms that there was 
a Lakulisa, who lived earlier than the tenth century A.D. This record relates that 
a learned priest named E.1:eyarnma Dik~ita was well versed in the Lakulisa
siddhd11ta.218 

The earlier Lakulisa is to be distinguished from a later teacher of the same 
name, who has been assigned by Dr. George Biihler and Mr. Lewis Rice to the 
eleventh century A.D. It is this latter Lakulisa, who is one of the connecting 
links between the South and Gujarat. As pointed out long ago by Dr. Hultzsch, 
he seems to have begun his career at Melpiic;li in the North Arcot district, Madras 
State, where he is named in connection with the grant made in the reign of Riijendra 
Co!a in A.D. 1020.279 In A.D. 1036 he seems to have settled down in Ba!!igame, 
Shikarpur taluka, Mysore State, as is proved by a record dated in that year and 
found in that place. This record explicitly states the following-That when 
the Western Calukya king Jayasimha Deva was in the residence of Pottalake.1:e, 
he made a grant for the repairs of the ancient temple of god Paficalinga set up 
by the PiiQc;lavas, to the celebrated Lalulisvara PaQc;lita, who was living there, 
and whose praise is given at great length in the inscription. 2eo This famous 
teacher is said to have eventually gone to Kiirohana in the LiHa country, which 
Dr. Biihler had identified with Karvana fifteen miles south of Baroda and eight 
miles north-east of the Miyiigama rail~~y station. It is here that Lakulisa Panc;lita 
founded the Pasupatha sect, whose doctrines are explained at length in the Sarva
dar.fonasangraha. 291 Kiirval)a continued to be a holy place till the time of the 
Vaghela king Arjuna Deva in the thirteenth century. 289 I may mention here 
that one of the most influential branches of the Pafopatha School was the Ka!ii
mukha sect which had a famous organization called the Sakti Parise in the MOvara 
K01)eya Santati of the Parvvatiivali which flourished in the eleventh and twelfth 

centuries A.D. in the Soutl1. 203 

A more lasting, and, in more sense than one, a grander lin
0

k c~nnc~ti~g Gujarat 
and the South was Sornanatha ( N. Lat. 20° 55', East Long 70 23 ) with its famous 
temple of Mahadeva. Somaniitha, " The Lord o_f ~oon ", lies nea~ the southern 
extremity of the peninsula of Kathiawad. m It 1s difficult to descnbe adequately 
the splendid spell which this celebrated deity of Prabhiis PaHan cast over the 
South. The importance of Prabhas PaHan is seen in the records of the WeS tcrn 

A · ·t· ru·· data(AD.100-Ksatrapas of the second century A. D. n mscnp 1011 o sava , · . 
120 ), the son-in-law of Nahapiina, K~atrapa I, relates that. that Saka viceroy 

ga many gifts at many holy places in Western India. One amongst 
ve away . h 2&6 s· 

them was Prabhiis where he gave in marriage eight wives to Bra mans. _mce 
Prabhas Pattan thus figures in the first quarter of the second century A.~. m a 

d d" · d • K I near Bombay it is permissible to presume that its fame 
recor h 11scovlerc hind air e dy been established by that date. Somanatha's link 
as a o y p ace a a rea 
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with the South is not traceable from the second century till the ninth century, when 
Valabhi ( modern Wala) vied with than ancient centre as a tirtha or a place of 
pilgrimage. That Valabhi was considered by the Southerners as a sacred place 
is proved by a record assigned to the ninth century A.D., and found at Ara!esvara 
in the Hiingal talukii, Dharwar district, which contains the following imprecation 
at its end-That he who destroyed the grant recorded in the inscription, would 
be equal to one who had committed the five great sins by destroying Valabhi 
( called Balabhi in a record ), VariiQasi, and Sriparvata. 288 

But Valabhi could never hope to rival the superb Somanatha. From the 
tenth century onwards, it was a sweeping victory for the god Somesvara of 
Prabhiis Pattan. The fame of this celebrated shrine had gone far and wide 
to Central India. Here reigned the Haihayas or the Cedis whose ruler Lak~maQa
raja, the son of Yuvaraja I, and father of SankaragaQa, is described in the Bilhari 
inscription dated A.D. 973 as conquering enemies in battle, and making the host 
of his army sport in the waters of the ocean. It is related in the same record 
that he undertook an expedition to the very pleasant region of the West in the 
course of which he bathed in the sea, worshipped the god Somesvara of Pattan, 
and presented that deity with offerings. 287 We shall see that the Cedi ruler 
from Central India was not the only king who undertook a pilgrimage to Soma
natha. A Southern ruler would also do the same but on a grander scale later on. 

It was not so much the pilgrimages to Somanatha by monarchs that indicated 
the influence of that famous deity on the Southern mind. The most abiding 
proof of the god Somesvara's influence on the South is seen in the Jong and con
tinuous yearning of the Southerners to construct temples dedicated to that god 
whom they specifically called god Somaniitha of Surii~tra. These temples were 
spread over a wide region of the South. The zenith of the influence of god Soma
natha may be said to have been the twelfth century, although in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries, it continued to manifest itself; while during the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, important feudal families of the South were proud to 
associate themselves with the god Somanatha of Sura~tra. Thus, in A.D. l 104, 
in the reign of the Western Calukya monarch Vikramaditya VI, we find his viceroy 
Jayakesideva ( Jayakesi 11, A.D. 1104-1148 ), obviously of the Kadamba family, 
making a gift of the village of Kanakapura to the temple of Somanathadeva of 
the Surii~(ravi~aya. This gift was made at the time of his marriage but under 
the direction of the king.m It is evident that the reference here could have 
been only to the famous temple of Somanatha of Sura~tra. In A.D. 1118-19 
a minister of the North Silahara king Apararka or Aparaditya I, made a grant 
of property in Thai:ia for the temple of the god Somanatha of Prabhas. 280 These 
gifts made in far-off localities, were evidently in honour of the god Somanatha 

of Prabhas Pa(!a1). 
A most spectacular pilgrimage was the one made by a Southern ru!er to 

Somanatha. It was by the Kadamba king Cattayya Deva, who was a Viceroy 
under the Western Calukya monarch Vikramaditya VI in A.O. 1125. He under
took the pilgrimage from Goa with unprecedented pomp and grandeur. The 
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inscription relates that Cagayya, the Lord of the Ocean, duly proceeded on his 
ships across the sea as if in sport, along with the whole population of Gove ( Goa), 
taking with him on both the ships, the white plastered houses, alleys, horse stables, 
flowers, gardens, agreeably connected bazars, prostitutes' quarters, and tanks 
charming to the eyes. In order to make it possible for the worship of god Sorna
natha by all the people, he lowered the price of camphor so as to bring it within 
the reach of all who might like to offer prayers to that god. 290 The date of this 
famous pilgrimage A.O. I 125 falls within the reign of the celebrated king of Guja
rat, Siddhariija Jayasingha Deva ( A.O. 1094-A.O. 1143 ). 201 King Siddaraja's 
strong Saivite learnings are well-known. It was he who had constructed the famous 
Rudramahalaya at Siddhpur, and the Sahasra Linga lake at P:Han. 292 Siddha
riija's mother, as I have already narrated above, was the Kadamba princess 
Mayamalladevi, the daughter of king Jayadesi r, of Goa. The pronounced 
Saivite beliefs of the great Gujarat monarch and his matrimonial connection 
with the ruler of Goa might have been responsible for encouraging Viceroy 
CaUayya Deva to undertake a pilgrimage to Sornaniitha in a manner which was 
unrivalled for its lavish expenditure. 293 There was another reason why he under
took on such a magnificient scale his oceanic journey to Somanatha. He pro
bably wished to wipe out the misfortune which had befallen his father Guhalladeva 
II, who had also undertaken a sea voyage to Somanatha from the port of Candra
pura ( modern Candor, South of Goa ) but who, while half way, had suffered 
disaster when the mast of his_ ship broke, and was compelled to put to the port 
of Goa. 2»• 

No better proof of the spiritual conquest of the South by Sura~tra can be 
given than that of the gift to the god Sura~tra Somanatha by a famous Southern 
king in the latter's own capital. The stone inscription which describes these 
details is dated A.O. 1173. It was found near the Basava temple at Kupehii!u, 
Ka<;hir hob!i, Ka<;liir district, Mysore State. Although damaged at the beginning 
it is interesting from many points of view. It opens with the praise of Sri Prabhiis 
Somesvara, after the customary salutation to Siva. It then mentions a string 
of birudas or titles of some one whose name is unfortunately defaced in the record. 
It then eulogizes the descent and material deeds of the famous Hoysala monarch 
Vira Balla!a ( A.D. I 173-A.D. 1220 ), and relates that, when that monarch was 
in his capital of Dorasamudra ( modern Ha!ebic;l) on the specified date ( A.O. 
1173, August, 31st), when he was celebrating the festival of his coronation ( pal!a 
bodhostavada/u ), he made for the decorations of god Saura~tra Somanatha 
a grant of the village of Kuppeha!a in the Asandinac;I, free of all imposts as a 
permanant gift. On this occasion Nagadeva, the son of Ma!gijiya, constructed a 
tank and endowed certain lands for the worship of the god Nandikesvara. 
Ma!gijiya is described in the record as the worshipper of the feet of the god Saura~tra 
Sornaniitha.206 It cannot be understood how the Hoysala king Vira Balla!a II 
came to grant a village in the south for the offerings of the god Somanatha Surii
l?tra in the north except on the assumption thal the revenue of that village was 
sent over to Somanatha for meeting lhe expenses of 1hc worship of that god. 
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It is possible that this gift might have been made through the intervention of the 
prominent citizen Ma!gijiya. since the latter was himself a devotee of that famous 
god. We do not know whether Malgijiya hailed from Sura~tra. 

I have already referred to the nobleman, the Maharaja's son Dror:iapala, who 
is described in a record dated A.D. 1216, as having settled down in the Prabhas 
K~etra of the Sura~tra country, and who made certain grants for the offerings to 
the Master of the fourteen Worlds, the god Somani.itha, but of the city of Banda
IJike in the Shimoga district, Mysore State. 298 I do not wish to enter into the 
question of the establishment in the South of many temples of god Somanatha 

after the famous deity of that name in Sura~\ra. Such a study would be useful 
from the point of view of the growth of the worship of god Somesvara in the South. 

Feudatories and noblemen of the South were proud to call themselves as 
devotees of the god Somanatha of Sura~tra. Thus, in A.D. 1417 the family god 
of the Vijayanagara noblemen called Jakka Deva, the son of the chieftain Kayar:ia 
ofKareyappattana, is said to have been the devotee of god Sura~tra Somanatha.

207 

An important principality in the South was that of Ummatturu, whose chieftains 
were at one time the chief rivals of the Mysore chiefs. Ummatturu is in the 
Chamarajanagara taluka of the Mysore State. Although the Ummattiiru chiefs 
claimed to be of the solar race, yet one of their many titles referred itself to 
Sura~tra. Thus, in A.D. 1512 the MahamaIJ~alesvara Depar:ir:ia O~eyar of 
Ummatturu was called Lord of the City of Sura~ira. 298 Evidently, the reference 
here could have been only to the city of god Some~var a. This is suggested by 
the fact that, as is mentioned in an earlier record dated A.O. 1497, the family 
god of the Ummattiiru chieftains was Somesvara,-obviously named after the 
celebrated deity of that name in Sura~tra,-whose temple was established in the 

fortress on the island of Sivanasamudra at the Falls of the Kaveri. 209 Another 
feudal family, also m the Mysore State, which professed connection with Sura~tra 
was that of the Ka!ale nobles. In about A. D. 1720 the Ka!ale chiefs styled them
selves as belonging to the lineage of Sura~tra. 300 It cannot be made out to what 
extent these claims of the Ummattiiru and Ka!ale chiefs to relationship with 

Sura~tra, were valid. 

How deep and lasting was the influence of Surii~\ra on the South is seen in 
the field of literature. There were citizens of Sura~\ra who carried the message of 
god Somanatha to the South enriching its literature. In about A.O. 1150 we 
have the poet Adayya about whom another famo~s Kanna<;la poet Ri.ighaviinka 
( circa A.O. I 165) relates the following :-That Adayya was born in Sura~\ra; 
that he came to Puligere ( Laksmesvara in the Dharwar district) where was the 
well-known temple of Somesvara; that he defeated the Jainas of that centre; and 
that he wrote in Kannac;la a work called Saurii,1·/ra Somes1•ara/inga.:iot Here is 
an example of a poet who was born in Surii~\ra, and who came to the South 
there to write in the language of the province a work in honour of god Somanatha 

of Surii~tra ! 



49 

To what extent Gujarat loomed large in the eyes of the Southerners is 
further proved by the work of another Southern author. He was Somariija, 
Who belonged to the royal family of the Cautas of the Western coast. He seems 
lo have lived about A.D 1222. His major work is called Sringarasara or Udbhata 
Kavya. It describes in Kanna~a the life and work of the famous king of Gujarat 
Kumarapala, who reigned from A.O. 1143 till A.O. 1174. 802 

-

The many instances I have cited above will have made it clear that Gujarat, 
instead of politically retaliating against the South wh_ich had undoubtedly encroach
ed on her dominions, adopted a line of action that·was in perfect agreement with 
the rich traditions which she had imbibed for centuries. The serene manner in 
Which this province made itself felt in the life and thought of the South, particularly 
in the spheres of religion and literature, is indicative of the working of the ingrained 
traits in the character of the people of Gujarat which may be summed up in two 
words-broadmindedness and utility. Centuries earlier the message of ahin·1sa had 
already been carried from this province to the South, when the famous Jaina 
leader Bhadrabahu had led his sangha from the North to the fertile region of 
Punnata in the South. aoa Coming to the later times, we find that no campaign 
was conducted by the devotees of Somanatha to construct temples dedicated to 
that celebrated deity in the capitals of the Southern rulers. It seemed as if the 
infinite grace of that god merely wafted across the southern frontiers of Liita on 
to the South in order to enkindle in the hearts of the Southerners piety and fer
vour for Somesvara. If the votaries of that god and the followers of Jainism 
conquered the South by the spirit of tolerance, the members of the Brahma
K~atriya and mercantile communities won over the South by their intelligence,· 
industry, and sense of practicability. 

This conquest of the South by Gujarat served merely to bring into relief 
the potential traits of the people of the province. It helps us to answer the major 
question with which we opened the first lecture, riz.: How can we explain the 
part played by Gujarat in the formation of the modern Free India ? There is 
no denying the fact that all provinces have contributed their share in the libera
tion of the country; and that it would not be proper to make any uncharitable 
distinction between them. But when all has been said, there remains also the unique 
fact that in the history of India's independence, the province of Gujarat-Sura~!ra 
will always have the most prominent place, because it produced two leaders of 
outstanding eminence-one of whom showed the country the path of tolerance 
along which the country's independence was won; and the other, the roa~ on wl~ich 
the country's unity was achieved. ]f Mohandas Karamac~and Gand~• prevailed 
upon the British to surrender their sovereignty of India _w1tho_u_t fighting, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel persuaded the princes. to part with the1_r poliucal power for the 
unification of the land. Both were quotat10ns from all their ancestors-the former 
in respect of tolerance, and the latter, ?f practicability. We are, of course. to_o 
near these most stalwart sons of GuJarat-Sura~tra to adequately assess their 
political and moral stature; but we may safely assume that posterity will consider 
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lhem as the visible expressions of two of the most notable traits which have 
always marked this provmce; and which with every new race and new epoch be
came more and more ingrafted into the nature of the people. It is only thus 
when we have analysed the causes which brought these traits into existence, and 
explained their presence in the work of two of the greatest leaders of contemporary 
India, that we are in a position to describe the part played by Gujarat-Sura~tra 
in the liberation of the country. I think I have disposed of the question with 
which I had begun the first lecture. 

I have attempted in these lectures to read History actively and not passively, 
that is, not merely to describe the main movements noticeable in the ancient 
history of Gujarat but to study them in relation to the present trends of our life. 
I believe that if we do not attempt to understand some of the problems of the 
present on the background of the past, History would lose much of its signifi
cance, and the forces of the past would be merely wasted on the sands of Time. 
Nowhere can we see individual action mirrored in the historical environment of 
the past so well as in the case of these two greatest sons of modern India. The 
more one ponders over this question, the more one is convinced that every in
dividual in a progressive community is merely the symbol of the social strength 
behind him, which for all practical purposes is the crystallized experience of cen
turies. It is here that I have ventured to open a new line of inquiry which I 
commend to the careful consideration of all those who believe in the value of the 
study of History. 
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132. Pii,:,ini, V. 3. llS ; Agrawala. op. cit, p. 444. 
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1 .54. Pandit Bhagavanlal Indraji had long ago identified Ptolemy's Indo-Skythia with Rudra
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157. T11rn, ibid, pp. 306-307. 
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Tern, ibid, p. 320. 
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185. Rapson, ibid, p. 168. 
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distinguished Bengali linguist) confirms the opuuoa of Dr. Sankalia that linguistically 
Shah could be derived from Sadhu. ( Ibid, n.(1) ). Whatever might be the linguistic 
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( Bom. Gaz. T.P.J. p. 20, n.( 1 ). 

189. Sir Halford J. Mackinder in the C.H./. I, pp. 44-45. See also A.C. Haddon, The Wander
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191. Professor Tam, while commenting or Whitehead's statement ( NumiJmatic Chronicle, 
1940, p. 12) that no Greek coins have been found in Bhroach, states that "tlli• miaht 
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192. Read Born. Gaz. 1.P.I. pp. Sll-Sl4, SSS-SS6. 

193. JBBRAS. vrr. p. 42. 

194. Bom. Gaz. I.P.I. p. 24; Smith E.H.1. p. 221 where Nahapllna ii auilJlled to the middle of 

the first century A.O. 

195. 

196. 

Perip/11r, p. 42 ( Schoff's ed. ). 

Mahabharata, Sabha Parvn, LXXVIII. vv. 35-36 ( Krishnacharya's ed. ) Pandit Bha~anlal 
Indraji has given further reference to this side of the question. He wrote the following :~ 
"Mahabharata Anu.sasanaparva 2158-9 mentions Li!tas among K~atriya tribe9 who ~ave 
become outcastes from seeing no Brahmins. Again Ch. VII. 72, /hid, couples BAhhkas 
with robber Sur!i,tras ( JBAS. VI (I), p. 387 ). Compare Vi$!111 P11rli{la, II. 17, where the 
Yavanas are placed to the west Bheratavar(III, and also JRA:<;· ( N.S.) IV, 468; _end 
Brockhaus' Prabodhadumdrodaya, 87. The Sloka rererred to JD th~ text runs _th~s .-

H h A a Vanga Kalinna Suriistra or Maghdha, unless JI be for a pilgnmag;e, e w o goes to JJg , , ,. • ·. . . · 
desc-rves to go through a fresh purification." ( Bom. Gaz. I. Pt. I. p. _13, an_d 1h1d,_ n.(1) ). 
Mr. James Campbell commenting on this point, wrote _thus.:-" A ch1er pomt of interest 
in the history of Gujarat is that from being a holy land 11 felt to be 11_ land of strn_n

1 
gers anhd 

f · T whet inflow of ev1 was t • 
-1 ain recovered its ancient honour as II land o virtue. o . . . -
' g, . . . b what outnow of virtue has the godly land regnmed Its bnght_ness 'l 
darkemng_ due · Y h· b•cn d 1 Buddhi'sm nnd to the success of Buddhism In 
Tl d k · s"ms lO ,ive ~ ue o 

le ar ·ci1Jn!! ~" . p 11 "' k K hans nnd Ked:irs who conquered in • · 1 \avanas, a avas, ::,a as, us . 
gamm~ as c~nvcr 5 t 8 C. 250 to A.D. 400. The brightening has been since the 
We~tern r !~dia from ~b::eut \Vhite HunJ, Juan-Juan, or Gurjar horde, rmd in the sixth 
firth cen.my when th~ - . . T. k 'b·· 1 · driblets aided the Brahms_ ns • the 1m1111grant t.r tn ~s am m 
and sc.,.~nlh ccntune5 to B ddh' These services the Brarunans frNly 
to regain their long lost ascendancy over u ism. 
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rewarded by admitting the new comers to the highest position and honour among Bra
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200. Ibid, p. 58. 

201. Ep. Ind. VI, pp. 295, 297 ; Bom. Gaz., pp. 57-59, and p. 59, n.(I). On the early Kalacuriyas, 
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Mr. A.M.T. Jackson commented on it. Arter that the problem has remained where they 
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215. Bom. Gnz. I. P. I. p. 86. 
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217. Mokheraji Gohil, the famous chief of Priam, was the son of a daughter of Ohan Mehr 
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221. ind. Am. VU. p. 160 ; ibid, XIX p. 16; Ep. Ind. VII. Kielhorn's List Nos. 5 aad 6. 
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231. Ibid, p. 119 ff. The end of the Ra~trakiita hegemony in Gujarat may be dated to A.D. 930 
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236. Rice, My. & Coorg. p. 73. 
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259. Ep. Ind. VIII, p. 201, 227. 

260. Sankalia, Hirtorico-Ct.llllral. pp. 141-142. 

261. Ep. Car. Vlll. Sb. 270, op. cit. 
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265. The windows of Mahadji Sindhia were called Ba.is ( Cf. Loch. W. W., Bom. Gar. I.P.T. 
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266. Burges\-Natesa Sastri, Pali and Skt. Im. of the Bl,avnagar State, q. v. This work is un
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274. Ep. Car. ibid, Sk. 130, p. 99, Rice, My. & Coorg, pp. 75-76. 

275. Ep. Car. /bid, Ci. 182. There is another prominent Brahma-K~atriya administrator in 
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p. 196, 

276. JRAS for 1907, p. 419 ; Rice My. & Coorg, pp. 205-206, 

277. Ep. Car. XII. lair. p. 6 ; Si. 28, p. 29. 

278. Ins. In Bombay-Karnatak, l. p. 30. 

279. Hult7.sch, S./.1. HJ. p. 27 ; Rice, Ep. Car. VU. lntr. p. 19, n,(l). 

280. Ep. Car. UL Jntr. p. 19 ; SR. 126, pp. 97-98. 

281. Ep. Ind. I. p. 271 ; ibid, V. p. 226; Ep. Car. Vil, lntr. p. 19, n.(l) op. cit. 

282. The followers of the Pasupata school became militant in the later times, and are said to 
have served in the armks of kings who had become their disciple~. Karvan, I may add, 
suffered great desecration at the hands of the Muslims of the later times, The numerous 
ruins of images, lingas, and carved stones discovered in Karvan testily to the importance 
or this once-powerful Saivite centre ( Cf. Bom. Gaz. 1.P.I. pp. 83, and n.(1), 84 ). 

2RJ. Rice, My. & Coorg, p. 206. For a detailed account or 1hc Lak11tisa sect, read Bhandnr
kar, O. R .. ,I.S.f. _for 1906-7, p. 179 ff. 

284. Bom. Ga=. p. 229, and n.( I ) for the location. See also ibid, p. 189. 

28~. /bid p. 25. Sec also Burgess, James, Karle Ins. ASWJ. IV. p. IO?; Bhandarkar, E.H.D. 
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286, Fleet, D.K.D, p. 284, n.( 4 ). 
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287. Ep. Ind. I. p. 268; ibid, II .p. 302. This was evidently after his victory over the Uta and 
and Gurjarn kings mentioned in his Gohaiwa granl ( Ep. Ind. XI. p. 142; Ray, H.C. 
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290. Ep. Ind. XIV. pp. 299, 309. 
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293. Dr. Moraes ( op.cit. pp. 176, 392-97) calls this an expedition to Kathiawad. J do not 
wish to discuss the propriety of this term here. 

294. Moraes, ibid, pp. 171-172. 

295. Ep. Car. VJ. kd. 4, p. 2 Rice My. & Coorg., p. 97. On Balliila Jrs extensive campaign5, 
read ibid, pp. 102-105; Fleet, DKD .. pp. 493, 501-506. 

296. Ep. Car. 11. Sb. 391, op.cit. 

297. Ep. Car. XI. Hr. 52. l JO. This record presents certain chronological difficulties. 

298. Ep. Car. IV. Ch. 107, p. 14. 

299. /hid, Gu. 11, p. 37. 

300. Narasimachar, R. Kannada Karicharit,·, Ill. p. 12. ( Bangalore, 1929 ). 

301. /bid, J, pp. 203-204. 

302. Ibid I. p 340-342; Bom. Gaz. J.P./. pp.156, 170, 176, 181 If. 

303. Rice Mr. & Coorg., pp. 3-5. 



Abhira, 33 
Abhirs, the, same as Ahirs, 57 
Abu, Mount, 41 
Abu] Faze, 27 

Achaemenian Empire, 7 
Adayya, 48 
Agrawala, V. S. Dr., 56 
Ahirs, the, same as Abhirs, the, 57 
Ahmedabad district, 3 
Ain-i-Akbari, the, 27 
Ajayapala, 40, 41 
Ajmer, 13 

Akbar, Emperor, 2 

INDEX 
Armenia, 30, 32 
Arcot, North, 45 
Arjuna deva, 45 
Artemita, 17 

Arthasastra, the, 25 
Asandinad, ·47 
Asia, Western, 30 

Asoka, Emperor, 5, 6, 8, 9, I 0, 11, l 2, 
13, 14, 26 

Asoka, Empire of, 53 
Asvakas, the, 51 
Atakuru Twelve, 36 

Alexander the Great, 2, 3, 7, 15, 16, 17, 
Athene Promachos, 20 

Avanijanasraya Pulekesin, 35 
Avatinad Prabhus, the, 42 
Azes, king, 58 

23, 26, 51, 57, 58 
Ambala, 14 
Ammugi Nayaka, 43 
Amyrgioi sakai, 23 
Anahilavada, 40 
Anahilavada Solankis, 59 
Anandapura, 4, 33, 35 
Anantapala, 36, 37, 38 
Anatolia, 30, 32 
Anartta, 4 
Andhra Pradesh, 14 
Anga, 4, 59 
Antiyaka, king, 8 
Aparaditya, 63 
Apararka, same as Aparaditya, 46 
Aparantaka, same as Aparanta, 8, 12 
Apollo, 20 
Apollodotus. 15, 16, 17, I 8, 19, 20, 54. 55 
Apollodotus. author, 17 
Arabs, the, 61 
Arachosia. 24 
Arachosians. the, 23 
Aralesvara, 46 
Aratriori, the, 5 
Aratta, 4. 5. 51 
Arb~la. 7 

Bactria, 15, 16, 18. 27, 58 
Bactrians, the. see Bahlikas, the, 5. I 5, 

I~ 2~ 21, 2~ 28. 53. 55. 56 
Bactrian, Empire. 18 
Bagumra copper plate, 34 
Bagh. 33 
Bahlikas, the. 4, 5, 35, 59 
Bahawalpur State. 22 
Bai Jalbana Devi, same as Jalhu, 42 
Bai Sohagaya. same as Sohaga, 42 
Bai Vayajuka, 42 
Baireya Ganda, 42 
Balabhi, same as Valabhi, 46 
Balayavapatna, 36 
Balla la 11. 63 
Balipura, same as Balligamc. 38 
Balkh. same as Bactria 
Ba1hars, same as Rastraputas, the. 6[ 

Balligame, 36. 37. 38, 44. 45 

Baluchistan. 30 
Hamtsa, 37 
Banavase. sanw as Banavasinad, 44 
Banavasinad. 36, 37, 38 



Bandanike, 39, 48 
Bandsa State, 3 
Banswara Paramaras, the, 41 
Barda Hills, 34 
Barkanapati, Governor, 22 
Barnett, Dr. L. D., 41 
Baroda State, 3, 45 
Barygaza, same as Bhroach, 31, 59 
Basava temple, 47 
Behistun, 22 
Belgaum, 43 
Belvola, 36, 37 
Berar, 33 
Berhampore, 13, 14 
Behur, 44 
Bhadrabahu, 49 
Bhagvanpur, 13 
Bhallas, the, saine as Bhalikas, the, 
Bharatavarsa, same as India, 59 
Bhat:.1raka Senapati, 34, 39, 40 
Bhatari vamsa, 39 
Bharvads, the, 57 
Bhatias, the, 27 
Bhavnagar, 43 
Bhills, the, 27 
Bhilsa, 13 
Bhima I, 40, 59 
Bhinmal, 35 

66 

Bhroach, same as Bhrgukachcha, 3, 5, 
16, 17, 18, 31, 32, 33, 35, 40, 59 

Bhumaka Ksaharata, King, 21 
Bhutuga, Permadi, 36 
Bijapur district, 30 
Bilhari inscription, 46 
Bombay State, 3, 6, 30, 45 
Brahma Ksatriyas, the, 43, 44 
Brahmanas, the, 10, 11, 43, 59 
Brhadratha, 15 
British. the, 31, 49 
Brown, Professor Norman, 29, 58 
Bubhancshvar, 13 
Buddharaja, 35 
Buddhism, 59 
Bi.ihler, Georg, Dr., 3, 45 

Bulsar, 33 
Bury, J. B. Professor, 52 

Cakrapalita, 34 
Calukyas, Early, Eastern, the, 9, 35, 36 
Cambay State, 3, 35 
Campbell, James, Mr., 43, 51, 59 
Cambridge, History of Indict, the, 30 
Camundaraya, 43 
Candapa, 41, 42 
Candragupta II, 33 
Candragupta Maurya, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 

12, 52 
Candrapura, same as Candor, 47 
Catheans, same as the Kathis Cathaei, 

35, 51, 58 
Cattadeva, Cattaya Deva, 42, 44, 46, 47 
Caunda,44 
Cavada kings, 35 
Cedis, same as the Haihayas, the, 46 
Chakrata, 13 
Chamadiyas, the, 27 
Chamarajanagara taluka, 48 
Chatterjee, S. K. Dr., 58 
Chattopadhyaya, Sudhakar, Dr., 54, 56 
Chenab, the, 2, 5 
Chikkahandigol, 36 
Chitor, 16 
Cillukibhatta, 44, 45 
Cunningham, Arthur, Major, 2; 54 

Dahe, the, 25 
Danube, the, 23 
Darius I, Emperor, 6, 7, 8, 16, 22, 23, 

24, 52 
Darius III, 7 
Dasarna, 4 
Dasaratha, king, 9 
Dasiraya, 37 
Deccan, 33, 40, 43 
Debra Dun, 13 
Delhi, 16 
Delhi-Topra, 13, 14 
Dellanadeva, 39 



Demetrius I, 9, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 54 
Demetrius II, 55 
Dcnagave, 38 
Dcpanna Odcyar, 48 
Devanarn Priyadarsin, same as Asoka, 

Emperor, 
Dhanduka, 60 
Ohan Mehr, same as Mair, Chief of 

Dhanduka. 60 
Dhannugideva of Belvola, 42 
Dharampur State, 3 
Dharasena, King, 33 
Dharmaraksita, 8, 52 
Dharwar district, 36. 37, 46, 48 
Dhauli, 13, 14 
Dhruva I, 34 
Dhruvasena, 34, 39 
Dhulla, 13 
Dorasamudra. same as Halebid, 41, 47 
Dravidian India, 35 
Dravidians, the. 30, 32, 33 
Dronapala deva, 39, 48 
Dvyasraya, the, 40 
Dwarka. 3, 4, 5 

Eleballi, 39 
Ereyamma Diksita, 45 
Eucratides, king, 15, 18, 19, 29 
Enthydemnos, king, 16 
Ezra Book uf, the, 7 

Fleet, Dr. J. F., 9, 34 
Foot, Bruce, R., Mr. 3 

Gadag taluka, 36 
Gadyakamamrita, the, 41 
Gajaganda province, 37 
Gama, 36 
Gandhara, 16. 51 
Gandharas, the, 8, I 2, 26 
Gandhi, Mohandas Karamchanu. 49 

Gondopharnes, 55 
Gangavadi, 44 
Ganges. the, 21 

Ganjam, 14 
Gardhabhila, 29 
Gimar. 5, 6, 7, 8. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 21, 

34, 41, 53 
Goa, same as Gove. 40. 41, 46, 4 7 
Goharwa grant, 63 
Gomata, statue, 43 
Govindaraya, same as Govindaraja. 

37, 38 
Greece, 7 
Greeks. the, 8. 17, 23. 24. 53. 55 
Guhalladcva II. 47 
Gujarat, same as Gu1jarastra, I, 2, 3, 

4. 5, 9, IO. 12, 13. 14. 15. 16, 17, 18. 
19. 20, 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 28. 29. 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34. 35. 36 .. w. 40, 41. 42, 
43. 44, 47. 49, 50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55, 
56. 57. 58. 59, 61 

Gujarat. Central. 35 
Gujarat. North. 18 
Gujarat. South. 21. 33. 58 
Gula. another name of Mihirakula. 34 
Guptas. the. 34 
Gupta, Empire, 34 
Gurjanwala. 2 l 
Gurjar. tribes, 2. 3. 5, 16, 35, 53 
Gustasp. 6 

Haihayas. same as the Cedis, 46 

Halcbid. 41 
Hamum Lake. 23 
Hangal taluk_a. 46 
Harappa. 3. 51 
Hazara Jistrict. I J 
Hclioclcs, king. 19 
Herodotus. 7. 2J. 27 
Herzfeld. Or .. 23 
Hindu Kush. th.:. 16 
Hariyabai. 42 

H . ·ton' 01-the Fanlier Last. the, 16 
I.I . 7 

Histo,:,. of Parthia. the. I 

Huns, the. J4 
Hullzsch. E. Or.. 45 
Hur~ter. \\'. VV .. Dr., .., 



68 

India, 1, 7, 15, 16, 18, 26, 27, 28, 36, 
50, 55, 56, 58 

India, Central, 33, 46 
India, Free, 49 
India, Northern, 16 
India north-western, 6, 7, 42 
India, western, 2, 3, 6, 20, 21, 29, 30, 

31, 32, 42, 45, 59 
[ndo-Skythia, Empire of Rudradaman, 

25, 57 

Indraji, Bhagavanlal, Pandit, Dr., 3, 4, 
17, 21, 31, 35, 52, 53, 55, 57, 59, 
60, 61 

Indus, the, 7, 23, 27, 30 
Iran, 30, 32, 
Iran, Eastern, 18 
Iranians, the, 6, 7, 8 
Isfandiyar, 6 

Jackson, A.M.T., Mr., 3, 5, 34, 50, 56 
Jakka Deva, 48 
Jamasp, 6 
Jamuna, the, 21 
Jat, tribes, the, 2 
Jaugadha, 13 
Jayakesin I, 40, 47, 63 
Jayakesideva, same as Jayakesi II, 46 
Jayasimha Deva, 45 
Jayaswal, K. P., Dr., 28, 29 
Jaxartes, the, 24 
Jetva chiefs, the, 34 
Jhelum, the, 2, 58 
Juan-Juan, Same as to the Huns or 

Gurjars, 59 
Junagadh, 17, 34, 52, 55 
Junnar, 21 

Kabul Valley, 20, 21 
Kadambas, the, 39, 40 
Kadur, 47 
Kaikeyas, the, 26 
Kafirstan, 26 
Kafirs, White, the, 26 
Kalacuriyas, the. 33, 35, 60 

Kalaka, 29 
Ka/akacaryakathanaka the,· 29 
Kalale, 48 
Kalamukha Sect, 45 
Kalinga, 4, 59 
Kalsi, 13 
Kalyana, 36 
Kambaya, same as Cambay, 61 
Kambhojas, the, 4, 8, 12, 24, 25, 26, 58 
Kameya Haduvala, 39 
Kamkadeva, same as Kakkadeva, 41 
Kanakapura, 46 
Kanci, same as Conjeevaram, 40 
Kanheri, 33 
Kaniska, 21. 22, 55 
Kapisa, 26 
Kannaradeva Thakkura, 39 
Kareeyapattara, 48 
Karle, 21, 45 
Karna, 40, 41 
Karnataka, 41, 61 
Karohana, same as Karvana, 45 
Karusa, 4 
Karvan, 62 
Kathiawad, 27, 33, 34, 35, 38, 45, 

57, 58, 63 
Ka this, the, 27, 35, 58 
Kautilya, _4, 5, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 
Kaveri, the, 48 
Kayana, 48 
Kedars, the, 59 
Kershasp, 6 

Kharosti, 58 
Khedsara, 57 
Khirzabad, 14 
Khurda, 13 
Konkan, 3, 9, 17 
Konkan, North, 21 
Kophen, same as Kabul, 24 
Kotavumacigi, 36 
Koteyuru, 36 
Krsna, epic hero, 3 
Ksaharatas, the, 20, 21, 56 
Ksaharata, l. Nahapana, king, 20, 21, 22 



69 

Ksatrapas, Western, the, 20, 21, 22, 
33, 34, 45 

Ksatriyas, the, 43 
Ksemaraja, 41 
Kucarasa, 42 
Kucadeva, 44 
Kukkura, the, 25 
Kupehala, 47 
Kuru, 25 
Kusanas, the, 20, 28, 29, 58, 59 
Kusasthali, same as Dwarka, 4 
Kumaragupta, 33, 34 
Kumarapala, 40, 49, 59 
Kumarapa/aprabodha 42 
Kundinad, 36 
Kutch, State of, 3, 34, 58 
Kutch, same as the Rann of Kutch, 

16, 17, 18 

Laksmana Raja, 46 
Laksmesvara, 48 
Lakhamaji Ayi, 62 
Lakulisa, 44, 45 
Lata, 4, 35, 38, 41, 45, 58, 63 
Lavanaprasada, 41 
Levi, Sylvain, Professor, 26 
Lichchhavika, the, 25 
Lothal, 3, 51 
Luniga, 41 

Macedon, 7 
Macedenians, the, 26 
Macinder, Sir Halford, J., 30, 31, 32 
Madhavabhatta Mahapradhana, 37 
Madhyamika, 16 
Madraka, the, 25 
Madras State, 26, 45 
Magadha. 59 
Mahabhurata the, 3, 4, 26, 32, 52, 

57, 59 
Mahadeva, god, 45 
Mahadeva, Yadava, 44 
Mahadji Sindhia, 62 
Mahavamsa the. 8 

Mahaksatrapas, the, 28, 31 
Mahesvaras, the, 39 
Mahi Kantha State, 3 
Mahipala, 40 
Maitraka, 34 
Makam, the, 13 
Malgijiya, 47, 48 
Mallaka, the, 25 
Malli, the, 51 
Mallikarjuna temple, 36 
Mallubai, 38, 42 
Malwa, 34, 56 
Manalarata, 36 
Mangalesa, 35, 40 
Manshera, 13 
Manu, 4 
Marathas, the, 30, 42 
Maraya Gauda, 42 
Mardan, 13 
Marshall, Sir John, 20 
Massagatae, 24, 25, 26, 27, 57 
Mathara, 4 
Mathura, 21 
Maues, king, 28 
Mauryas, the, 5, 6, 8, 14. I 5. 16 
Maurya Empire, 30 
Mayamalla Devi, same as MiyanaJa-

devi, 40, 47 
Medes, the, 23 
Megasthenes, 4 
Mehrs, same as Mihirs, 34 

Melpadi, 45 
Menander, king. 15, 16, I 7, I 8. 19, 

54 
Mer, same as Med, same as Mil!ira, 34 
Mihirs, the, same as White Huns, 34, 60 
Mihirakula, 34 
Miyagama, 45 
Moga, Mong, 2 

Mohenjo Daro, 3 
Mokheraji Gohil, 60 
Moleya Baireya Gauda, 42 
Moraes, Dr. G. M., 61 
Mrgesavarman, 39 



70 

Mummuridanda, 43 
Muninatha Cilluka, same as Cilluki-

bhatta, 45 
Munshi, K. M .. Mr., 53 
Muslims. the, 42 
Muvara Koneya Sanlati. 45 
Mysore State. 17, 36, 38, 39, 41, 43, 

44, 45. 47. 48. 53 

Nagadeva. 47 
Nagari. 16 
Nahapana. 59 
Nahapana Mahaksatrapa, 32, 45, 56, 

59 
Naksh-i-Rustum. 7. 23 
Nandideva. 41 
Nandikesvara, 47 
Nannisvara. 44 
Narasimha Ill, Hoysala, 41 
Narasimhacharya. R. M.M., 39. 54 
Naregal. 37 
Narukot State. 3 
Nasik, 21 
Navnagar State, 57 
Nayaki Devi. 41 
Nepal. 13 
Nikaea. 2 
Nimbiraja. 44 
Nirukta, 26 
Nolambavadi Provinice. 44 

Oja Kumbhars, the, 27 
Orastrae, same a, Surastra. 4 
Orissa. 13 
Oxus. the. 23 

Pallavas. Pahlavas, the, 22, 59 
Pakistan. 2. 13 
Papeya. 4 
Panchala. 25 
Pancalinga. god. 45 
Pandavas. the, 45 
Pandya Perumala deva, 62 
Panini, 4, 22, 27, 56 

Paramara family, 41 
Paramardi, same as Permadi, a title of 

Sivacitta, 41 
Pardi, 33 
Parariya, 13 
Parnadata, 34, 52 
Parasurama Nayaka, 43 
Parsis, the, 6 

Parthia, 24 
Part'hians, Same as Pahlavas, Palluvas, 
Parvvatavali, 45 
Pasupati, General, 39 
Pasupata seet, 45 
Patala, 4 
Patalene, Same as the Indus delta, 17 
Pataliputra, 15. 16 

Patan, 47 
Patanjali, 22 
Patel, Sardar Vallabhbhai. 49 
Pateliyas. the, 27 
Pedhamli, 3 
Periplus of the Erythrean Sea, the, same 

as Perplus Mari Erythrae, on the 
Periplus, 5. 17. 18, 19, 32 

Permadi, 6 
Persepolis, 6 
Persia, 7 

Persians. the, 23 
Peshawar, 13 
Petenikas, the. 12 
Philip 11, 7 

Pommana Nayaka, 43 
Porbunder, 34 
Porus, King, 2, 3 
Poseiden. 28, 58 
Pottalakere. 45 
Portuguese. the, 3 I 

Prabhasa. same as Pabhosa, near 
Allahabad. 62 

Prabhas Patlan. same as Prabh.isa 
Ksetra, 39, 45, 46, 47. 48, 62 

Prabandha Cintamani, the, 40 
Prahodlra Candrodaya, the, 52, 59 
Priam, 6 



Ptolemy, 17, 54, 57 
Punjab, 3, 5, 7, 14, 16, 29, 51 
Punnata. 49 
Puri, 13 
Purigere ( Puligere ) district. 36, 37, 48 
Pusyagupta, 5 

Racamalla IV, also called 
Raghavanka, 48 
Rajputana, 3, 16, 29 
Rajendra Cola, 45 
Rangpur, 3, 51 

Raya, 43 

71 

Sakas, the, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 56 51 
58, 59 ' ' 

Sakala Vidyacakravarti, 41 
Sakhis, the, 29 
Saka Orthokorybantioi, 23 
Saka Tigrakhauda, 23, 29 
Samprati, Emperor, 9, 12, 13, S3 
Sanci, 13 
Sangala, 58 
Sankalin, Dr. H. D., 6, 42, 52, 58, 5\1 
Sankaragana, 46 

Rapson, Professor, E., 6, 
Santalige, 44 

18, 22, 23, S I nragwa a, 3 
29, 52, 54, 56, 57, 58 

Rastrakutas, the. 35 
Rath, 33 
Ravi, the, 51 
Ravi Deva Vane. 38, 42 
Rawalpindi. 2 
Revata, 4 
Rewa Kantha States, 3 
Rice, Lewis Mr., 37, 44 
Ron taluka, 37 
Rudradaman Mahaksatrnpn, 

8, 25, 33, 34 
Rudradaman's Empire, 57 
Rudramahalaya, 47 
Rudrasena, Mahaksatrapa, 33 
Rummendei. 13 
Russia. 23, 24 

Sa barmati, the, 3 
Sacaraucae, 23, 24, 25 
Sachin State. 3 
Sadhora. 14 
Sadolia, 3 
Sagara. 36 
Sagaradvipa. see Sigerdis, 
Sagaranvaya, 36 
Sahasra Linga, 47 
Sahis, the, 29 
Sahunusahis, the, 29 
Sak:a era, 20 

Saranath, 13 
Snrangadeva, king, 59 
Saraostos, same as Surastra, 16, I 7 
Sarre, Dr .. 23 
San•adarsanasangraha, the, 45 
Saryati, 4 
Satpura ranges, the, 3 
Satrunjaya, 41 
Sauvira, 4. 26 
Scythians. the, same as Sakas 

5, 6, 7, S I 'd e cuc1 era, 20 
Shahbazgarhi, 13 
Shahpur district, 2 
Shikarpur taluka, 36, 39, 44, 45 
Shimoga district, 36, 38, 39 
Shrava, Satyn, Professor, 56 
Sialkot, 2 
Siddhapur, 47 
Siddharaja Jayasimha, 40, 47 
Sigcrdis, same as Sagaradvipa, same .. , 

Kutch, 16, 17 
Sindha, ( Sind ), 6, 8, 16. 28, 29 
Sindhus, the, 26 · 

Singhanadeva Yadava, 39 
Siladitya I, 35 

Siva, 44 
Sirsava, 14 
Siva, god, 39 
Sivanasamudra, 48 
Skandagupta, 33, 34 



72 

Skanda, Mahaksatrapa 21 
Smith, Dr. Vincent A., 7, 52, 54, 55 
Society, Asiatic (Royal) of Bombay, 55 
Sogdiana, 23 
Soideva, 38 
Somadeva Vane, 38, 42 
Somambike, 37 
Somanatha, see Somesvara of Soma-

natha 
Somanatha, god of Bandanike, 48 
Somaraja, 49 
Somesvara of Somanatha, same as 

Somanatha, 39, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49 
Somesvara, Hoysala, 41 
Somcsvara II, 44 
Sovaladevi, 38 
Sramanas, the, 10, 11 
Sravana Belgola, 43, 53 
Srikanthesvara, god, 42 
Sringarasara, same as Udbhata Kavya 

49 
Sriparvata, 46 
Sten Konow, Dr., 28, 29 
Strabo, 17 
Sudarsana lake, 5, 34 
Sue Vihara, 22 
Sungas, the, 15 
Surastras, the, 59 
Surastra, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 16, 

17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 38, 39, 42, 
43, 44, 46, 47, 48. 49, 50, 51, 52, 54, 

55, 57, 58, 59 -
Surastra Somesvaralings. 48 
Surastravisaya, 46 
Surat, 17 
Syrastrcne, same as Surastrcni, same as 

land of the Surastra-sreni, 5 

Taila Ill, 41 
Taitala, 4 
Talgunda, 39, 40 
Tanda, 33 
Taravuru ldugol thana, 39 

Tarn, Professor, W. W., 6, 16, 17, 18, 
28, 29, 31, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59 

Tavi, the, 2 
Taxila, 16, 24, 28 
Tejapala, 41, 42 
Thomas, Dr. F. W., 23, 28, 55 
Tigris, the, 17 
Traikuta era, 20 
Traikutakas, the, 33 
Tribhuvanapala, 40, 59 
Tobra, same as Topra in Delhi-Topra 
Toromana, 34 
Tumkur district, 44 
Tusaspa, S, 6, 7, 8, 52 

Udayaditya, 44 
Udbhata Kavya, same as Srlngarasara, 

49 
Ujjain, 29, 33, 40 
Ummatturu, 48 
Usavadata, 21, 45 
Uttar Pradesh, 13 

Vaghelas, the, 41, 59 
Vallabha, 41 
Valabhi line, 34, 35, 40 
Valabhi, modem Wala, 36, 46 
Vanakheda, 38, 42 
Vanayu, 4 
Vanga, 59 
Varanasi, 46 
Vastupala, 41 
Vatapadraka, same as Baroda, 40 

Videha, 4 
Vijayaraya Maharaja, Vira Pratapa, 62 
Vikrama era, 20 
Vikramaditya VI, Tribhuvanamalla, 36, 

37, 38, 46 
Yindhyas, the, 3 
Yira, Ballala, 47 
Viradhavala, 41 
Visaladeva, 41 
Visnu, god, 39 
Visnu Purana, 52 



Vishtasp, 6 
Vrjika, the, 25 

Wala, same as ancient Valabhi 46 
Western Calukya Empire, 38 ' 
Wima ( Verna ) Khadphises, king 20. 

22, 55, 56 

Xerxes, Emperor, 7, 24 

73 

Yadavas, the, 3 
Yaska, 26 
Yasovarman, 34 
Yavanas, the, 6, 7, 8, 22, 26, 59 
Yekkamadeva, 38 
Yonas, same as Yavanas, 26 
Yuvaraja I, 46 
Yuzufzai. 13 

Zend Avesta, the, 6 



00000307 


	2021_12_16_11_02_47
	2021_12_16_11_03_13
	2021_12_16_11_03_24_001
	2021_12_16_11_03_24_002
	2021_12_16_11_03_32
	2021_12_16_11_03_33
	2021_12_16_11_03_43
	2021_12_16_11_04_41_001
	2021_12_16_11_04_41_002
	2021_12_16_11_04_53
	2021_12_16_11_04_54
	2021_12_16_11_05_04_001
	2021_12_16_11_05_04_002
	2021_12_16_11_05_14_001
	2021_12_16_11_05_14_002
	2021_12_16_11_05_23_001
	2021_12_16_11_05_23_002
	2021_12_16_11_05_39_001
	2021_12_16_11_05_39_002
	2021_12_16_11_05_48_001
	2021_12_16_11_05_48_002
	2021_12_16_11_05_58_001
	2021_12_16_11_05_58_002
	2021_12_16_11_06_07
	2021_12_16_11_06_08
	2021_12_16_11_06_19_001
	2021_12_16_11_06_19_002
	2021_12_16_11_06_29
	2021_12_16_11_06_30
	2021_12_16_11_06_39
	2021_12_16_11_06_40
	2021_12_16_11_06_50_001
	2021_12_16_11_06_50_002
	2021_12_16_11_06_59
	2021_12_16_11_07_00
	2021_12_16_11_07_08
	2021_12_16_11_07_09
	2021_12_16_11_07_23_001
	2021_12_16_11_07_23_002
	2021_12_16_11_07_33_001
	2021_12_16_11_07_33_002
	2021_12_16_11_07_45_001
	2021_12_16_11_07_45_002
	2021_12_16_11_07_54_001
	2021_12_16_11_07_54_002
	2021_12_16_11_08_05_001
	2021_12_16_11_08_05_002
	2021_12_16_11_08_14_001
	2021_12_16_11_08_14_002
	2021_12_16_11_08_23
	2021_12_16_11_08_24
	2021_12_16_11_08_33
	2021_12_16_11_08_34
	2021_12_16_11_08_42_001
	2021_12_16_11_08_42_002
	2021_12_16_11_08_56
	2021_12_16_11_08_57
	2021_12_16_11_09_06_001
	2021_12_16_11_09_06_002
	2021_12_16_11_09_17_001
	2021_12_16_11_09_17_002
	2021_12_16_11_09_27
	2021_12_16_11_09_28
	2021_12_16_11_09_36
	2021_12_16_11_09_37
	2021_12_16_11_09_45
	2021_12_16_11_09_46
	2021_12_16_11_09_56_001
	2021_12_16_11_09_56_002
	2021_12_16_11_10_05
	2021_12_16_11_10_06
	2021_12_16_11_10_18_001
	2021_12_16_11_10_18_002
	2021_12_16_11_10_27
	2021_12_16_11_10_37
	2021_12_16_11_10_38
	2021_12_16_11_10_47
	2021_12_16_11_10_48
	2021_12_16_11_10_57_001
	2021_12_16_11_10_57_002
	2021_12_16_11_11_06_001
	2021_12_16_11_11_06_002
	2021_12_16_11_02_46

