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APPOINTMENT 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CENSUS DEPARTMENT, RAJASTHAN & AJMER. 

NO. GRC/31/ 3osoho. 

The S:.ipcrintendent of Census Operations, 

Raj'lsthan & Ajmer, 

Udaipur. 

To 
Prof. T. S. Katiyar, M.A., M. Com., 
Seth G. B. Podar College, Nawalgarb. 

Jaipur (Rajasthan). 
D.1ted Udaipur,. tl'le· 2sth .llug. :1950-, 

Sub:- Enquiry into Conditions etc. of Special Social ~ 
Dear Sir, 

Your name has been rnmmunicated to me by the Prin~ 'Seth 
G. B Podar College, Nawalgarh, as a volunteer for undertabng 'l1!r: 
enquiry into the Customs, manner, avocations etc., of Special groups. 
Therefore, I am sending per separate Book-post a copy ofB.i.lldin 
No. 12 which shows the aim and procedure of the enquuy u1a -.e 
copies of the questionnaire. Your field of enquiry has been fiscd n 
the whole of District Jhalawar. 

Will you kindly get into touch with the Collector of the 
District, obtain from him whatever help you want, rnmp]csc the 
enquiry and send detailed notes in English pertaining to each Caste 
-separately, arranged alphabetically,. at your earliest convenience iln::fox 
the end of October, , 9 ~o. If the1e is any thing_ which re<4UICS o.s 
personal conversatfr,n, pleose. let me know, so- that a me.ctting can be 
arranged. 

Thanking you, 

Yours faith.fully,.. 
Y. L. D.ut.aa 

Superintendent of Census Opcruioa-. 
Rajastban &. AjpJcL.. 

Copy forwarded to Collector, jhalawar, for informatioa-_ 
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PREFACE 

_ M1hatma Gandhi shines as.a major planet in a brilliant ga1axy 
·of martyrs who fought for country's freedom. Ijth of August, 1947, 
is a red letter day in our history. - We got freedom on this day. But 
political freedom would lose much of its essence if it is not followed 
.by economic and social freedoms. Prime Minister Nehru, no doubt, 
_has introduced dynamic changes through 'Panchshila'., on the one 
hand, and through planned development, on the other. The crea­
tion of a casteless society and the establishment of a Socialistic 
'."Pattern of Society are imperative. Economic development cepends 
upon social uplift, which In turn, depends upon social and economic 
r:eforms including public expenditure on social welfare. India is a 
land of villages and hence the study of village life with its customs, 
manners, occupations, marital relations, educational facilities and 
financial condition greatly attracts all and sundry and I cannot claim 
:myself to be an exccpfion. 

An invitation was extended to me by Pt. Y. L. Dashora, B. A., 
:LL. B., Superintendent of Census Operations, Rajasthan & Ajmer, 
for such a study of Jhalawar District (Rajasthan). These papers on 
•different castes individually and the report collectively aTe its 
··result . 

. ~fter in~ervif:wing the_ Census. Commissioner at Jaipur and 
obtaining clarification regarding certain matters and points, I started 
my work. I contacted the Collector, Jhalawar dis_trict, chalked out 
the programme of my tour of the field of enqll4ry, prepared the 
instructions for Tahsildars, met them and explained clearly the 

"-Object, scope, procedure etc. of the survey and also filled in their 
presence a few questionnaires so that they may serve as models 
for the field investigators and gave them the time limit in which _ 
primary data were to be collected. I also contacted and sought 
the help of S. D. 0, Aklera and the Chalrma~, Municipa\ Curr.­
mittee, Jhalrapatam. But for the s\1ortage of time at my disposal, 
[ would have been very much pleased to collect the firsthand 
inform1tion myself. All the primuy data received from the Collec­
tor, Jhalawar district, were arranged, classified and analysed bt:fore 
drafting out the re12on. 

Rajasthan exhibits the sole example in the history of mankind 
of people wi~hstanding every outrage bar~~rity can i, flict or human 
nature sustain and bent to the earth, yet rtstng buoyant the pressure 
and miking calamity \vhetstone to courage. It is the third biggest 
state of reorganised India spreading over an area of 1, 32,078 sq. 
miles w1th I j ,946,7 31 people. From North to South and from East 
to West it resembles a quadrangle. The district of Jhalawar com­
prising nine Tahsils is situated in the South-East and touches the 
_ boundary of Madhya Pradesh, The district town is Jhalrapatan, 
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. The data were collected for about 40 castes but the ·report, as, 
~irected by the Commissioner of Cepsus Operations, covered only . 
2.4 important castes of the district. On twenty castes detailed papers c 

have been prepared and four castes have been briefly reported 
and they form part of sections I and II respectively .. The survey,. 
therefore, covers 2.4 castes in all. The paper for each caste has 
been divided into the following headings: Origin, Occupation, .. 
Religion, Social facilities, Ceremonies in connection with the birth. 
of children, Adoptions, Marriages, Divorce, ~ilneral ob~equi~s, 
Educational facilities Inheritance and Success10n and F1nanc1a1 
Condition. Any pecuiiar information supplied by the i~formant :vhich_. 
could not conveniently be covered under the h~ad1ngs me~uoi;i~<l 
above has been given under a separate headrng styled Special 
Information.' 

A study of the papers prepared on the survey has revealed that 
the replies to the queries in the questionnaire are common and only 
a few are different and hence it becomes imperative to projc:ct our 
similarities and differences. Consequently a new chapter styled 'A 
Comparative Study' has been added which, I hope, has enhanced the 
value of the work. 

Moreover, on the basis of the conclusions, s.ijggestions have 
3:lso been made to make the study fruitful and purposive and, I be­
lieve, the suggestions contained therein have their own significance •. 

Fiml!y, appendices have also been added. They arc: (A) Quc~­
tionnaire ; (B) Instructions to Tahsildars ; (C) Glossary and (D) Arca 
and Population of Different Tahsils of Jhabwar District. 

I am rt:ally very thankful to Shri Rup Ram Gupta, M. A., 
B. Com., A. C. A, Ex-Principal, Seth G. B. Podar College, Na\valgarh 
(Raj 1sthan), who suggested my name to the Census Commissioner 
fo~ cc:in<lucting this survey. I am grateful to Dr. D. S. Nag, Vi~c-­
Pr1nc1pal, who encollr:i6ed me to giye i~ a shape. I am specially in­
debted to the Government of Rajasthan for sanctioning a Publication 
Grant of Rs. 400/-

I owe a deep debt of gratitude to our Principal Shri P. L. B'll­
d~a, M. A., B. Com., F. R. E. S., wh,_, continues to inspircme, and 
Without whose patronage, this Study might not have seen the light of 
day. I would be _failing in my duty if I forget to mention my friend 
Prof. R. S._ L. Shrtvastava, M. A., Head of the D.:partment of Econo ... 
D. N. Jain College, Jabalpur and Shri Jai Kumar J:iin, M. Com. 
who have helped me at various stages in completing .this work. 

I ~hall c~eem my efforts fully rewarded if it proves light-giving. 
~nd fru_1tbeanng to the readers, in general and for whom it is meant> 
10 partlcu lar. 

1581, Wright Town, Jabalpur (M. P.) 
Basant Panchami, Samvat 2.01i. 

T. S. Katiyar· 
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PART I 

DETAILED PAPERS 



S. No. r. App. 'A' No. J 

BAGRI 

Origin. Opinions as regards its origin differ. Some 
say that they belong to Chandravanshi Rajputs. Others 
allude to Chauhan Rajputs of Delhi. While still others 
claim its origin from Kauravas and Pandavas. They 
have been nomenclatured as such due to service and 
mountain work. They are the old inhabitants of Delhi. 

Ocmpations. Agriculture, Service and Chow kidari were 
and are the chief occupations. The occupations of Balais, 
Chamars, Dhobis, Khatiks, Mehtars, and Mochis are pro­
hibited. Moreover, they do not favour them. Furthermore, 
they dislike dacoity, injustice and other inferior occupa­
tions. The professional technical knowledge passes on 
from generation to generation. The profession can be 
improved upon by education and other ways, namely, 
distribution of better seeds, manures and implements for 
in1proving agriculture. 

Religion. They belong to Sanatana Dharma. They 
take oath of Gangaji, Shivji, Balaji and Mataji. Gene­
rally they pray to all Hindu gods. They observe all 
Hindu festivals, for instance, Dasehra, Diwali, Raksha­
bandhan, Holi, Shivaratri, Sankranti, Teeja, Janmashtami, 
Ananta Chaturdashi and others according to Hindu tradi­
tions. The important religious centres are : Shri Badri­
nathji, Shri Setbandh Rameshwar, Dwarkaji and Har­
dwar. There is no chief preacher and they differ from 
locality to locality. Amongst the week days Thursdays, 
and Sundays are regarded as holy days and those among 
tithis are Deoj, Gyaras, Purnima and Pradosh. On the 
above-noted tithis and days they keep fast. Ladies pay 
proper regard to monthly courses for a period of three 
days and can prepare food on the 4th day. 
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Social Co11ditio11s. The water served by Brahmins, 
Mahajans and Rajputs is drunk by them. · In olden days 
males and especially females never drank water even 
given by other caste people. They cannot drink water 
touched by Mochis, Kanjars, Bhangis and others. They 
are permitted to take Kachha and Pacca Khana of Savarna 
castes only. Drinking, smoking and meat taking are_ 
traditionally allowed. They are prohibited to kill cow, 
buffalo, peacock and swan. If this custom is violated, 
caste pan ch 1yat can impost! fine and can also excommu­
nicate the offender. Caste Panchayat has always been in 
existence. A few selected members represent the caste in 
the Panchayat, which deals with all sorts of civil and 
criminal cases and the verdict given by it is to be obeyed. 
In several localities Panchayatdars are permanent, while 
in others their offices are rotatory. 'I'hey are prohibited 
by caste Panchayat to take meat of cow, buftalo, cock, 
peacock, monkey, deer and oxen. Females of this caste 
do not observe Purdah as a general rule. How.::ver, to 
the elder members of the family, they do take out 
'ghunghat'. 'I'o some extent, untouch.ability is in vogue 
even at pre3ent. Before the abolition of untouchability 
under the orders of the Government of India, Savarna 
castes neither drank water nor took food with these 
peopll'. They are, of course, allowed to sit on the same 
benches or carpets. Entry in temples is banned but they 
could worship from outside. 

Cerciilonies in conmction 1vith the birth of childrm. The 
performance of 'Athmasa' ceremony is optional. On 
this occasion, well-to-do families can arrange a foast. A 
Brahmin is called for to name the child and prepare the 
horoscope. The period of pollution ranges from ~ to 10 

days. 'I'he_ bathing ceremony is observed in the same 
manner as in case of other Hindus. On the same very 
day 'Suraj Pujan' is also done • 

. Adoptio,!~• In the absence of a real son, a boy can 
be adopte,d. I he boy must belong to the same caste and 
gotta._ 1 he son of_ a daughter or sister is permitted for 
adoption. A son-tn-law can only be adopted if the head 
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of the family is living and he is required to live with him. 
On the occasion of adoption, Panches along with other 
persons of the locality are invited, and either 'gur' or 
'batashas' is distributed. Some times a feast is also arran­
ged. The Panchayat has got the right to lconfer finally the 
right of adoption. 

Marriages. The first ceremony in this connection is 
betrothal which is known as Sagai or Lagun. The bride 
and bride-groom must be of the same caste and not of 
the same gotr::i. The gotras of the father and the 
mother to the extent of four degrees are avoided. On 
this occasion a sum of Rs. 8/- is donated to the caste 
Panchayat. No written agreerr,ent is entered into. The 
object of the ceremony is to give wide publicity. 

The payment of bride-price is not very common these 
days. The amount varies between· Rs. 50/- and Rs. Go/­
only. All the marriageable girls of this community get 
married, i.e., marriage is universal. The Sharda Act jg not 
obeyed, the marriageable ages of bridegroom and bride vary 
between 1 6 to 18 years and 10 to 12. years respectively. The 
marriagcsiaregcnerally pertorme<l at the ages of8 to1oyears. 
The Brahmin performs the marriage ceremony. Mo:1ey is 
paid at the time of 'Phcra Ceremo;1y', which is perfor­
med in seclusion by the brother-in-law (Bahnoi) of the 
bride-groom. Poo<l is given five times; two times by the 
father of the groom and three times by that of the bride. 
The feast includcs, Ltduoos, Batis, Khir-Puries, etc. The 
number of persons in the marriage, before the Food Control 
Order varied between 100 to 300. The amount spent 
thereo'c. may range between Rs. 100,'- to Rs. 600/-. V cry 
often a loan is taken for this purpose. 

\Vi<low nurriag1: is permitted. It is not disfavour­
ed. The mii:or widow can be remarried by her father. 
If the girl is lljature, 'Gauna' takes place after a year, but 
in case of a minor girl it may take place after four to 
five years. The claught~rs arc im:it~d on the occ~sion of 
marriage or on other social and rcl1g10us cetcmontes, but 
they come of their own accord on deaths or other untoward 
evcn,s. 
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.Majority of the people have one wife. About two 
percent of the people have more than one wife. Another 
girl can be remarried to such a person only when there is 
no issue from the first wife, or when she is a big block­
head. A lady cannot have two husbands at a time, i.e. 
polyandry is banned. 

Divorce. Divorce, as a general rule, is not allowed 
and people look down upon it. A lady can be divorced 
on account of her proved bad character, the onus of 
proof lies on the husband. During the life time of the 
husband the wife is not permitted to go to another person 
as his wife. In other words women are denied the right 
of divorce. ' 

Obsequies. All dead bodies are cremated. Children 
up to the age of 4 are. buried. The dead body is shaved, 
bathed and dressed in clean clothes before taking to burial 
ground. Pind Dan is given. The head of the family gets 
himself clean shaved on the same day and other relations 
after 10 days. Immersion ceremony does take place. Food 
is given two times to the whole family and other relatives, 
which may cost near about Rs. 250,'-, Sisters and <laugh. 
ters are given clothes, which is known as 'Ansu Puchha­
wai'. This expenditure may .Lecount for 50% of the 
total income of the year. Aftej_· death every three months 
or in every month 'Achhuta' ceremony may be performed. 
It is not at all obligatory. After a year 'Shraddha' is per­
formed. 

Ed"cational Facilities. Parents do not send their wards to 
school, firstly because they help them in their work, and 
secondly because they do not understand the importance 
of education. There is no special provision for education. 
Leaving aside a few places, there arc no schools for girls. 
There are no separate schools for this caste. Not more 
than 3 % of the people are literate. It is held th::i.t there 
must be one school in every village. Compulsory primary 
;Jducation is favoured, but the night schools arc pre­
ferred. 
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foherita11ce a11d Se,ccessio11. All the sons inherit equally 
the property of the father. The daughters and sisters 
are not entitled to a share. The daughter may inherit 
the property in the absence of a son. The law of Primo­
geniture is not applicable. 

Economic Condition. Income per family for the old 
occupation, i.e. leather work, is approximately Rs. 400/­
per year. The income can be enhanced provided the 
Government gives sufficierit attention to improve their 
occupation in all their bearings. In this caste nearly So% 
of the people are under debt. Religion, social expenses 
and low yield of crops are the main causes of indebted­
ness. They live in kachha houses near the village. 



S. No. 2 App. 'A' No. 6 

BALA! 

Origin. The informants do not know the origin of 
the caste. Ther say that it had been long in existence 
Another name for it is 'Mahar'. They have been the in 
habitants of Rajasthan near the village Phulia-kekri from 
the very beginning. They are in majority in Pirawa 'fahsil 
of Jhalawar District. 

Occupatkns. Agriculture and weaving have been the old 
occupations and they are practised even at present. They 
are prohibited to take up the occupations of Chamars and 
Bhangis, and for the rest they are free to choose. They 
learn their hereditary profession by working with the 
elder members of the family. They cannot engage them­
selves in low-grade professions. The savarna people object 
if they start a 'Pan' shop or that of a Halwai and other 
eatables. Their profession can be improved to a far grea­
ter extent if training in weaving is imparted to them either 
through the textile factories or technical schools and the 
promotion of khadi. 

&ligio11. They are the followers of Hinduism and 
generally pay homage to all Hindu gods, and especially 
Bhaironji, Ganeshji and others. They swear by Gangaji 
and mother cow. There is no special festival pertaining 
to this caste. Their religious festivals are those of Hindus, 
sue~ as? Dasehra, Dewali, Holi, Sankranti, Rakhi, etc. 
The1! chief centres of pilgrimage are Dwarkanathji, Badri­
nath)l, Prayag (Allahabad) etc. There is no chief religious 
guru, but there are different gurus for different localities. 
They regard Wednesdays and Sundays as auspicious days 
of the ~eek. Purnima, Gyaras and Amawas are holy tithies. 
on which fasts are observed. Females of this community 
observe the rules of pollution for three or four days du­
ring the monthly course. 
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Social Co11ditio11s. People of this community, as a 
general rule, take food cooked by the Savarna Hindu 
castes. Their caste regulations prohibit the food cooked 
by Tcli, Kanjar, Kallal, Khatik, Bhangi, Chamar, Dhobl, 
Meghwal and Mohammedans. The same rule is observed 
as regards the drinking of water. Firstly, if the above 
rules of drinking of water and food are violated the offen­
der is liable to be fined and warned. If he persists he is 
ex-communicated. Secondly, if one follows a low-grade 
profession, he may also meet the same fate. Finally, killer 
of cow, peacock, swan, cat, dog and calf is turned out of 
the caste. The above rules are strictlv observed and the 
caste Panchayat administers these rules and awards judg­
ment in cases of disputes. The membership of the panches, 
in general, is hereditary. But anyone who is found incom­
petent can be replaced by election. The Panchayat deals 
with all kinds of civil and criminal cases and imposes 
suitable fines. The offenders of ladies, the killers of animals 
and those who keep wife of a livjng husb'.lnd, arc fined 
Rs. 110/- each, and l~ave to give a pucca feast. The person, 
who remarries a widow, has to pay Rs. 40:-. Smoking, 
like tobacco, is not prohibited, but in certain places fine 
from Rs. 2/- to Rs. 5/- is imposed on those who smoke. 
Meat taking is not very common. :Meat of buffalo, cow 
and birds is prohibited. V cry often they take fish. Purdah 
system is in its mild state only. In olden days untouchabi­
lity was found in virulent form. The sav;una Hindus not 
only do not sit, drink and live with them but also prohibit 
them to fetch water from the wells used by them and also 
do not allow them to enter the temples. 

Ccrr:111011ies in co1it1ectio11 JJ'ith the Birth of Chi/drm. No 
social ceremony is performed on the birch of a child. Brah­
min does the 'Namkaran Sanskar'. The time of pollution 
is 15 days. After one month Suraj Pujan takes place and 
gur is distributed, and old bangles of the mother arc repla­
ced with new ones. 

Adoption. Usually a boy of the same gotra is adopted, 
but by the permission of t~1e caste Pa~1chay~tdar~ any one 
can be adopted. The son-111-la,v can live with htm can nad 
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also be adopted. At the time of adoption social gathering 
takes place when the adopted boy is dressed wit_h a Pagri 
and sits in the lap of the adopter; sweets, Batasha and Kopra 
are distributed and sometimes a feast is also arranged. 

},,farriage.r. Betrothal takes place in the presence of 
the Panchayatdars and no written agreement is entered into. 
Besides the placing of one rupee and a basket in the lap of 
the girl, presentation of clothes from both sides is nece­
ssary. Bride price is a common feature and it is not cus­
tomary to have Tika. Girls and Boys of suitable age will 
have to be married. The Sharda Act is not applicable and 
marriage can be held at any time. The Brahmin does 
'Havan' and 'Pheras'. Food is served four times and at the 
time of departure dowry is given. The marriage party con­
sists of 200 to ;oo persons. Puries, H aluwa, Laddu, Bati, 
Ghee, Sugar, Churma, Rice, etc., are served. The marriage 
costs at least Rs. 5 oo/-. Though the annual income can­
not be assessed it is certain that without loan marriage 
ceremony is generally difficult to perform. 

Widow marriage is permitted and is regarded as good. 
Parents ha,·c the right to remarry the widowed daughter. 
Gauna takes place after one year. She is sent for on the 
occasion of marriage and other festivals. She comes of 
herself in summer, Rakshabandhan and Bhaiya Deoj. 

A man can have two wives, if former comes out to 
be barren or the person has enough property, but this 
action is looked down upon. Polyandry is not permitted. 

Divorce. Divorce can take place when the woman is 
of an ab:indoned character or for any other cogent ·reason 
acceptable to Panches. If during the life time of a husband 
the wife goes to another man, the latter has to pay to the 
former some money, say from Rs. uo'- to Rs. 300;-. Divorce 
is regarded as bad. 

Obsequies. Milk sucking children are buried and the rest 
arc burnt. The dead body before being taken to the burial 
_ground is washed and dressed nicely. The relatives and 
the others shave themselves on the eleventh day and there-
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:after a feast is also organised, which costs Rs. 150/­
. .approximately. Sira-Puri, Dal-Bati and Malpuwa are 
some of the pr_eparations. The expenditure comes to 503/o 
-of the annual income. Ash and bones are also immersed. 
Pind Dan is given. The Turban Wearing ceremony also 
takes place. Shraddha is done after one year. But in 
-certain localities Tisara Yearly and Six-monthly ceremo-
nies are performed. ' 

Ed11ca/i(J11al Facilities. There was no restriction on 
-children for attending the school. But the parents did not 
send them because of poverty and the help that the boys 
_gave to them in the profession. They did not realise the 
importance of education. There is no special arrangement 
.at present. Girls are not allowed to study. At the most 
2 % of the population is literate. There must be compul­
sory primary education. They arc not against it. 

S11ccessio11. All the sons share equally in the father's 
property. Daughters have no right if sons exist. In the 
.absence of sons, daughter's husband will inherit through 
his wife. If adopted son is there then he is entitled to 
the property after death. The law of primogeniture is 
not applicable. 

Fi11a11cial Co11ditio11. The financial position, on the 
whole is very ordinary. The annual income varies bet­
ween 'Rs. 300/- to Rs. 500,'-. The promotion of Khadi, 
no doubt, will increase their income. Technical textile 
education and better facilities for implements will help a 
lot. In this community nearly 80% of the people ars 
indebted to monev-lendcrs due to unnecessary expenditure, 
poverty and unemployment. They live in ordinary houses. 

One special feature to be noted in this case is that 
barbers do not shave and dress them and, at the same time, 
bandmen do not play on their band eycn at the time of 
marriage. Hence they have their own barbers and 
.bandmen. 



S. No. 3 App. 'A' No. 11 

BHANGI 

Origi11. The origin of this caste is lcge!ld~ry. Wi~!"t 
one hair of His moustache God created Rish1 Balneg11, 
who did the work of cleaning of leavings (juthan uthana) 
in the feast organised by Pandavas after a Yajna. The 
people of this community claim to be the pedigree of 
Rishi Balncgji. Others arc of the opinion that the 
Rishi ordc:rcd these people to do this work and since that 
date thev arc doing this ,vork. Still others allude them­
sekcs ;o have come out of Bhang, an intoxicant,. 
hence the.- arc called Bhangis. They are so called because 
of the luv,- work such as, juthan uthana, cleaning of lat­
rint:s, l,i VJ.torics, etc., which they do. They are the inhabi­
tants of Rijasth<in since the very beginning. 

Ocmp:1tio11.r. They arc following even now the same 
verv old profession. I .i.ddition to this in certain localities 
they also prepare bamboo b~skets. . There is no need for 
traliling because boys and girls get 1t by actually working 
with the elders. They like each and every profession but 
savarna Hindus object to their taking up any other su­
perior profession. The adoption of latest sanitary methods 
has been suggested to improve their way of life. Train­
ing in preparation of composts and baskets should be 
proYidt:d. 

Religio11. They follow Hindu religion. They wor­
ship ~_lo!1g with ~the~- gods Lal ~uru, Shyam Baba. Balaji, 
Matap and Bha1ronp. Oath is taken, along with the­
above mentioned go~s, of Gan$aji and Sh..itala Mata, They 
celebrate all the fcsnvals of Hmdus and prepare Dal-Bati 
Laddu, Papri, Puri, etc., clean their houses and ladies sing· 
songs. Their holy places arc Badri Narainji, Hardwar 
and Ram<leoji. Gurus differ from locality to locality. 
Holy tithies are Ekadashi, Purnima and Amawas. Sundays 
and Thursdays arc regarded as good days. They keep fast 
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-on these days. Ladies observe generally 3 aays as the 
period of pc,llution. 

Social Conditions. They use water and food given by 
savarna Hindus. If it is served by Dholi, Chamar, Balai, 
Kanjar, Mogia, Sansi, Nat, Kalvelia and Mehar thev cannot 
use it. This is the old tradition which is practised even 
at present. The caste panchavat consist_; of selected and 
permanent members. The cases of corruption, cancella­
.tion of_ marriages, cruelty to animals and immorality are 
dealt with by the Paachayat and definite fines are imposed. 
Fines arc the main source of income to the Panch::iyat. 
Drinking, meat taking and smoking is permitted. They 
use the meat of deer, goat, hare, partridge, pigeon and hen. 
:Meat of the rest of birds and animals is prohibited. Ladies 
do observe parda. The strings of untouchability are 
loosening but it is the greatest disability. 

Ceren1011ies ill com1t1ctio1J 1JJith the birth of Children. 
Athmasa ceremony is not performed. Brahm.ins neither 
name the child nor prepare the horoscope. The period of 
pollution extends up to three weeks. After birth Suraj 
Pujan takes place and songs are sung. 

Adoption. Any boy of the caste, includ1ng a son-in­
law, can be adopted. On this occasion Panchayatdars at 
least must be given a feast; coconuts arc also distributed. 
Unless this is done Panches do not give their consent. 
Adoption becomes legal after the consent has been 
obtained. 

Marriage. Betrothal takes place in the presence 01 

the Panchcs and the: caste people. There is no n:ed for 
any docunientary evidence. Besides a feast, which may 
consist of sweets and Puries, Betclnuts and Batasha are 
also distributed. The gotras of the father and mother are 
excluded upto four degrees in the settlement of a marnagc. 

Many people do accept bride price. The amount 
fixed by the caste as bride price is Rs. 60/~, but more _n_1ay 
be taken. Marriage is universal. There ls no trad1t1on 
.regarding the marriageable age of boys and girls, but these 
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generally take pl~ce before teens _and thus Sharda Act ~s­
disobeyed. Marriage ceremony 1s performed by 'Rao r 

Seven 'Pheras' are usually taken. Dowry depends upon 
the status of the parties concerned. Food is served three 
times. It may include Sira-Puri, Motichoor, Meat and 
bread etc. Before the promulgation of Food Control 
Order 300 to 400 persons were invited. The average ex­
penditure to a marriage is about Rs. 5 oo/-. Very often 
loan is taken for the purpose. Widow marriage is permitt­
ed but it is not favoured. Generally the grooms' parents 
have this right if the girl is a minor. The usual period 
for gauna is one year after the marriage, but it is postponed 
for 3 years if the girl is very young. On the occasions 
of marriages and festivals daughters and sisters are sent 
for but on the occasion of death they come of their own 
accord. A man can have more than one -u,ife. Polygamy 
is looked down upon. Polyandry is prohibited. Polygamy 
is allowed either on the unsatisfactory character of the 
wife or when she is barren. Such persons are about z. 
percent only. 

Di11orce. Divorce is allowed but it is not a common 
feature. It is allowed on substantial reasons. This is 
done in the presence of Panches. The new husband of the 
divorced lady pays a definite sum which usually is Rs. 2.00/­
to the former husband. This nata is not disfavoured 
by the people but sometimes it is created for unavoidable 
reasons. 

Obseqr1ies. Men and women are cremated. Small 
children are buried. The dead body is bathed. Pind Dan 
is also given. In certain localities after 3 days, while in 
others after 1 o days, nearby relatives are clean shaved r 

Food is served to them for 2. days and its quality depends 
upon his financial position. This, on an average, involves 
an expenditure of Rs. 2.60/-. On the 13th day 'Pagri 
Wearing' ceremony is arranged. After death, some people 
perform three and six-monthly ceremonies. Annual cere -
many (Barsi) is a common feature. Ash and bones are 
sent to religious centres for immersion. 
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Ed11catio11al Facilities. Untouchability always stood 
in the way of education. But illiteracy of the parents, 
their poverty and heavy work are some of the other causes. 
Boys have now begun joining schools. There is no spe­
cial arrangement. Arrangement for the study of the girls 
is conspicuous by its absence. They are hopelessly illite­
rate. In Jhalawar proper, i. e. Jhalrapatan, there is one 
school but it is not faring well. Only 1 % of the people 
are literate. Night schools, it is true, will be more ser­
viceable. The community favours compulsory primary 
education. 

Inherita11ce a11d S11ccession. All sons share equally in 
the property of the father. In the Khanpur Tahsil elder son 
is given a special share. Sisters have no right in the pro­
perty. In the absence of sons nearby relations stand to 
gain, i. e., they inherit the property. 

Financial Condition. The financial position, on the 
whole, is not at all satisfactory. The annual income per 
family comes to Rs. 200/-. Unless some other work is also 
taken up their economic condition cannot be improved. 
The rate of w.age may be increased which will favourably 
affect them. Nearly cent per cent people are under debt. 
Poverty, low income, absence of occupations, stationary 
wages and increased expenses are the main causes of inde­
btedness. The houses in which they live are very ordi­
nary and insanitary. They live not only_ c:mtside bu_t _far 
off from the village because they are prohibited from liv1ng 
in the village. 
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BHIL 

Origin. The opinions as regards its origin differ. 
Some claim themselves to be in the pedigree of Maha­
deoji, while others associate themselves with King Venu. 
Still others trace its origin to King Prathu. In order 
to save themselves from Parshuramji, they call themselves 

· as Bhil, hence they have been so named. They are the 
old inhabitants of Mewar. They had been in Gangdhar 
Tahsil for more than 100 years. 

Occtpations. Agriculture and lumbering are the old 
occupations. They also carry on dairying, service and 
trade in wood. A section also practised robbery. They 
cannot follow the profession of Harijans. They get 
training by working with the elders. They like agricul­
ture and service. Savarna Hindus do not object if they 
start a sweet-seller's shop or a hotel. Government Agricul­
tural Development Schemes will help them in their pro­
fessions. 

Religion. They are Hindus and worship Shiva, Durga, 
Hanuman (Balaji), Bhaironji, Ram, ~rishna, etc. Oath of 
father, mother, Ganges, cow, etc. 1s taken. They cele­
brate nearly all Hindu festivals. On these occasions 'Pucca 
Khana' is prepared and they take meat and also drink. 
Ba_dri:1arain, J agannath-puri, Kashi, Hardwar, etc. arc the 
pr!ncipal centres of pilgrimage. There is no chief gum of 
this caste. God is regarded as the chief guru. Amawas, 
Ekadashi and Purnamashi tithies and amongst the week 
days Sundays and Wednesdays are regarded as holy tithies 
and days respectively. Many keep fasts on these tithies 
and days. Women folk observe nine days of pollution. 

. Social Conditiom. People of this caste eat and drink 
with s~varna people. The food and water belonging to 
Bhang1, Chamar, Dhola Khatik Musalman pj111· ara , ' , , 



BHIL 

Koli, Dhobi, Bohara, Kalb~lia, Mehar_and Khanjar is not 
used by them. This is an old tradition and is fully acted 
upon even at present. If by mistake the above rule is 
·violated or an animal which is not to be killed is killed, 
~he person will only be fined. If it is intentional, he 
1s sure to be ex-communicated. Inter-caste marriage also 
means ex-communication. There is . a caste Panchayat 
which deals with the above cases. Every member of the 
_c?ste Panchayat has got a right to speak at the Panchayat. 
+rnes are the principal source of its income. Other inci­
dental expenses in connection with a particular case are 
to be borne by the parties concerned (guilty person) . 
. Smoking, meat-taking and drinking are · traditionally 
allowed. They specially drink at the time of festivals 
:ind marriages. The following animals and birds are 
;Jlowed for consumption: Animals: Sheep, goat, boar, 
hare, deer and fish; Birds: Partridge and cock. Purdah 
systein is totally absent in this caste. Untouchability 
does not apply to them. Savarna Hindus, of course, do 
not dine with them. 

Cerefllonies i11 co1111ectio11 with 13irth. Before the birth 
( ,f child neither Athmasa nor any other ceremony is per­
f, >rmed. Brahmin or Village Guru names the child. 
Horoscope is not very often prepared. Generally 9 days 
arc regarded as the days of pollution. 1\ftcr one month 
'Chhati Ceremony' takes place. On this <Acasion women 
s·ng, band plays, sweets arc distributed and God i~ wor-
shipped. · 

Adoptio11. The system of adoption is prevalent. 
The boy must belong to the sanw caste and ,gotr,1. 
The son-in-law can be adopted and can Ii vc with the 
father-in-law. This is permissibll~ only when the man 
concerned has got no son. The ceremony qkes ;place in 
,he presence of the Panches. S"\',C{'.ts a.r~ distributed. 
Certain obligations must also be fulfilled. ;-\doption be­
..:omes legal after the sanction of the panches. 

111arriage. The first ceremony in this connection is 
betrothal \vhich is pcrforme<l in the presence of the 

2 
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panchcs and there is no need for any written agreement. 
The gotras of the father and the mother to the extent o( 
three degrees are avoided. The groom i_s presented <?ne 
rupee and a coconut_. Batashas ar~ distnbuted. Bndc 
price is prevalent. ,:'ika . ceremony is not performed. On 
this occasion money is given by the fathers of both the 
bride and the groom to the Rao . Baret. Nobody remains 
unmarried in th.is caste. There 1s no fixed age as regards 
the marriageable age-this depends upon the sweet-will of 
the parents. Sharda Act is not cared ~or. The m~riagc 
ceremony is performed by the Brahnun of the villager 
Dowry system is prevalent. The amount of dowry 
depends upon th~ :finaocia! position o~ bride's fathe:. 
Food is served twice or thnce. It consists of Dalbatt, 
Churma, etc. The aver~ge _expenditure on marriage is 
Rs. 400/-. Widow marna!$e 1s n~t very common. It is 
looked down upon. A mmor w1dow can be remarried by 
her parents. Her father-in-law has got no such right. 
After one year of marriage Gauna ceremony takes place. 
On the occasion of festivals and marriages girls are sent for 
by paten ts. They come of their own accord on the occa-· 
sion of death. A man can have two wives. The percent­
age of such people is 4 % .. T~is_ is regarded as a disgrace­
ful practice. J£ the first w1fe is issueless, second marriage 
takes place. Polyandry is not permitted. 

Divorce. Divorce can take place if the wife concer­
ned is of bad character or she_ is issueless, or there is any 
other sound cause. _If ~he wife of a living husband goes 
to another, a decree is given by the panches in favour of 
the deserted husband so that he may remarry. This, as a. 
general rule, is disfavoured. 

Death Ceremonies. Dead children are buried, while 
others are cremated. In certain parts Pind Dan is not 
done. Before cremation dead body is bathed, shaved and 
dressed. Usually all the relatives are dean-shaved on the 
9t~ or 10th day. The quality of the food, which is served 
twice, d~pcnds upon t~c fu:iancia~ position of the person, 
~nd <:0ns1sts of Dal-bati. S1rapur1, etc. The expenditure 
1s estimated between Rs. 200/- and Rs. 3oo/-. Immersion 
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ceremony is also performed. Six-monthly and Shraddha 
Ceremonies do tak:e place. 

Ed11catio11ul Facilities. Even before the declaration 
of untouchability as a crime by the Government, there were 
no restrictions in getting the students admitted in the_ 
school. Children were not sent to school because of the 
illiteracy and poverty of the masses. Even at present the 
doors of private and the Government institutions are 
open for their wards. The number of students, of 
course, has increased. Girls are not given education. 
There are no separate schools for this caste. In the first 
census, the percentage of literacy was insignificant, 
and even now it is only one. 1\fore schools should be 
established and more scholarships must be awarded to­
the students of this caste. Compulsory primary edu­
cation will be welcomed by them. 

Iuheritance and Succession. All brothers share equally 
in the property of the father. In the absence of a son, 
daughter inherits the property and son-in-law begins to 
live with him. 

Financial Condition. The financial condition of this 
community, on the whole, is rather unsatisfactory. The 
annual income is estimated at Rs. i.oo/-. Those who have 
second string to their bow, the income goes upto Rs. 400/­
per year. Nearly 75 % of the people of this caste arc 
indebted. Poverty, illiteracy, low income, marriage 
expenses and extravagance on religious and social occa­
sio~s arc responsible for povcrt}:· Drinking a~d Meat­
taking are also responsible for theu weak financfal ~tatus. 
They live in thatched-kachha houses. They can hve tn any 
part of the village. They like to live near al::out the 
woods. 

Special Characteristic. Because of poverty ar.d illite­
r_acY: many people of this caste have embraced Chris-· 
llarnty. 
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BOLA 

Origin. Bhakta Raidas is said to have founded th.is 
caste. Bola means tanner. Because tanning is their prin­
cipal occupation, hence they are known as . Bol~. They 
.are well-known tanners. They are the old 1nhab1tants of 
Mandugarh (Malwa) and have been residing in this part of 
Rajasthan for about four or five centuries. 

Ocmpations. Tanning is their principal occupation. 
_1\griculture, making of shoes and repair of old shoes are 
-other occupations. They get their training by helping 
the elders in their work. Though they like other occupa­
tions also but they cannot follow them because other caste 
people object to it. The profession can be improved and 
developed by giving technical education. They cannot do 
Hhangi's work. 

Religion. They are the followers of Hindu religion 
and worship most of the Hindu gods, such as, Gangaji, 
Bhaironji, Ramdeoji, and Hanumanji. They swear by 
Gangaji, cow and boar (pig.) As they follow Hindu reli­
gion naturally they observe almost all the important festivals 
ofHindus, such as Diwali,DevUtthani, Akhteej, Sankaran ti, 
Rakshabandh.1n, J anmastami, and Dasehra. On Ramdco­
ji's Day, they keep fast, worship and wake till late at night. 
On these occasions Pucca Food, for instance, puri, papri, 
chawal, laddu, bati, sira, etc., is prepared. On the occa­
sion of Dasehra drinking is very common together with 
singing and dancing. Jagdish, Badrinath, Sethbandh-Rame­
shwar and Hardwar are the chief centres o pilgrimage. 
Other local religious centres are : Jodhpur (Ramdeoji-ka-'fi­
wara\ Salig~amji-ke-Mandir (Bakani Tahsil), Jagdishji-ke­
;\fa1!d1r ~Katthui:i) and Thak~rji-ke Mandir at Gangrol. 
fh~r chief guru 1s and was Ratdash Bhagat. Shree Dhuli­
lal 1s the Acharya of Bolas of Eklera Tahsil. Purn.ima~ 
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Amawas and Ekadashi are holy tithies. All days except 
Wednesdays and Saturdays are regarded as auspicious. They 
keep fast on the above noted tithies. Three days are ob­
served as the days of pollution and no lady cooks food du­
ring these days. 

Social Cond~tions. People of this caste, in addition to 
other savarna Hindus, can drink water and take food offe­
red ~y Mali, Dhakar, Kanjar, Jat, Kachhi, Banjara, Potter, 
Khauk, Lobar, Kayastha and Banias. They are prohibited 
to eat and drink with Sunar Chiya Teli, Mehar, Bhangi,. 
a_nd Pinjara. This had been 'the ala' practice. This caste, 
like others, has got a Panchayat of its own. Panches rarelz 
change. The cases of murder, burglary, cancellation ot 
sagai (betrothal) and killing of prohibited animals are dealt 
with by the Panchayat. In the last case, the culprit is 
fined, Rs. 100,'-. Any person, who establishes sexual con­
nections with a woman, whose husband is living, is fined 
Rs. 500/-, which is paid to the aggrieved husband and in 
addition Rs. 33/- are paid to the Panches. If any person 
does sexual intercourse forcibly (without consent) with a 
woman, he is fined Rs. 200/-. Only goat's meat is permit­
ted. On the violation of this rule the person is liable to 
be ex-communicated. Fines are utilised for caste feasts. 
Subscription is the only source of income. Smoking anc.l 
drinking are traditionally allowed. Ladies do not observc­
purdah. The behaviour of savarna Hindus to them is not 
good. Bolas cannot enter the temples. This practice is. 
found even at present. In Government institutions, kow­
ever, they are admitted without any distinction. 

Ceremonies in Co11nectio11 with the 13irth of Childrm. 
In this ca. te no ceremony, like those of highe~ ca~tes, takes_ 
place before the birth of a child. The child 1s named 
according to Hindu customs. Horoscope is also prepared. 
Days of pollution continue upto . a perio~ of <?ne month. 
New bangles are worn. Feast 1s also given 1f the first 
issue is a male. Suraj and Jalwa Pujan ceremonies also tak~ 
place. 

A.doptionJ. In the abseAce of a son, a boy belonging 
to the near and dear relatives, is adopted. A son-in-law 
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can also be adopted. The order may be : Brothers' son, 
cousins' son, Sisters' son and son-in-law. The adopted 
.;on is sprinkled with the thigh blood of the adopter. All 
~h caste people are invited. Though .here is no written 
agreement Yl:t the Panchayat observes its own tradi~ion in 
this co rnecdon._ Donation towards the construct10n of 
!\fandir :s also given . 

.J"\Iarriage. At the time of betrothal no written agree­
ment t::tkes place. i\fter Tilak sweets and coconut are 
cffercd t0 the boy. Frum tbe side of father and mother, 
aotras up to three and four degrees arc avoided. Invari­
:bly br:de price is taken. The minin~um and ma_ximum 
limits are Rs. 45/- and Rs. 200,- rcspect1vely. In this caste 
everv male member r,ets himself married, unless he is quite 
unfi{ to work and earn a living. As they do not pay any at­
tention to Sharda Act, boys and gi ls are married ,;i,t the sweet­
,vill of the parent:; The Brahmin performs the marriage 
ceremonv. At certain places the son-in-law (Jamai), on 
account 'of the refusal by Brahmins, performs Pheras. Some­
times dowry is also given at the time when the girl leaves 
for her groc;m's place. In the male and female marriages 
food at ; and 4 times respectively is served. 'fhe food so 
sen ed may consist of either ordinary Dal-bati or sira-puri. 
The average expenditure in a daughter's marriage is Rs. 
500/- and that ot a rnn Rs. 800/-. Widow marriage is per­
mitted and regarded as good. Fad1er and fa her-in-law both 
have got this right; in certain Jocaiities parents of the mi­
nor widow exercise it ; while in others this right goes to. 
the groorn's pare.1ts. The usual time of Gauna is one year 
aftc, the marriage, but this .imc may be extended to; years 
or shortened to 6 months according as the girl is below 
or alJOYC the average age. Sisters and daughters arc sent 
for on the occasions of festivals and marriages. Birramv 
is allowc<l, but polygamy is looked down upon. Nearly 1~ 

per cern persons have two wives. Polyandry is str.ctly 
p!:ohibited. 

Dit'o,-ce. Divorce is allowed only on the basis of bad 
character. This fact is to be proved by the husband to the 
satisfactions of the Panchayatdars. The wife of a living 
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husband cannot go to another man, if she goes then the 
'.Panchayat imposes a heavy fine. This is regarded as very 
b~. . 

Funeral Obsequies- Small children arc buried, while 
others arc burnt:. Dead body is no. bathed before taking 
for crem1tion. In certain Tahsils neither Pind Dan is done 
nor they get clean shaved. The d;::ad body is dean-shaved, 
bathed and cleanl/ dressed. On the third day Dal-bati is 
served to the caste brethren of the village. Relatives are 
.clean shaved on the 9th day. On this day those who p:uti­
-cipatc arc served with food. On the 12 h day people of 
<,ther villages arc also invited. The expenditure is esti­
mated at 25 % of the annual inn,me. Immersion ceremony 
is a common feature. w:ithin a year marriage c::nnot take 
rlace. Six and twc!Ye-month:y fc:,.srs ::.re generally orga­
nised. 

Ed11ca/ional Facilities. Formerly boys did not join the 
school. This was due to unrouchabiliry, rovcrty, illiteracy 
sufficiency of work at home and absence of facilities. Now 
students arc given admission in the school without any dis­
tinction. Girls arc given 110 education. In one locality, 
there was a separate school for the boys and girls of this caste, 
but due to maladministration and mismanagement, it has 
been discontinued by the Government. Not more than 
5 •1~ of the people in any case arc l_i~ecuc._ (;uvcr,1rncnt 
shoul<l start more schools for them. J he:-· like compulsory 
prim:u:-· education. 

J11/xrit,,11ce and Succusion. Sons share equally in the 
property of the father. Daughtc_rs h~ve no right _w. shar~. 
Son-in-law can be adopted, and 111 this Gi.SC he will 1nhcnt 
1 he property. 

Fillallti(l/ Positio11. The iinancial posiLion, in gcnc~ai, 

15 precarious. The annual inc(:me_trom t~1c old proft:ss10n 
is a roximatcly Rs. 300/-, \V~tch 1s. suffic1cn,_ to keep ~he 
I' P?an <l coal together. By 1mpart1ng technical educauon 
.,Oll) 1 ., I ' . h 
ll h t ·c11nical schools, there can Je improvement 111 t e 

m ,ug c 11 I . N I _profession ,tn<l incom<.: w1 a so 1ncrc:asc. car y 90 per 
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cent of the people arc indebted because of lo_w inome,. 
proverty, drinkrng, illiteracy and extravagance. They liv~ 
in kachcha houses away from the city or the village. 

The member:; arc of the opinion that the Government 
should immediate!~· and strictly apply the sections of the 
Removal of Untouchabilitv Act an<l measures should be 
taken to improve their cc~nomic condition. 
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CHAMAR 

Origin. There are many legendary stories as regards 
its origin. Firstly, it is said that this caste is a posterity 
of Bhakta Raidas. Secondly, it is claimed that they belong 
to Me6 hvanshis, whose trade consisted in cloth. Thirdly, 
Meghrakhia is said to be the originator of this caste.:. 
Meghrakhia had four sons: Hathrakh, Jugarakh, 1Icgh­
rakh and Bhindirakh. Out of these, two brothers separa­
ted themselves and did the 'Gati' of cow, hence the:v 
came to be known as Chamar. Further, they have bee1; 
so named because of their profession. Chamar means 
Charmkar. Charma means leather. Chamars deal with 
leather. Some also trace their origin to Rakhji ;\Iaharaj 
of Marwar. Chamars of Khanpur Tahsil are the old 
inhabitants of Jodhpur and have been here for the last 
se-vcn centuries. People of Eklcra division have come 
from Chittor Garh. Others say that they have come from 
l\fandugarh. 

Chamar is a caste, which has a number of sub-castes. 
Some of the important sub-castes are: Balai, Bharatpuria 
Chamar, Bola, :;\leghwal, ;\Lehar, ;\lehtar, etc. 

Ocmp,1tio11s. Leather work is their principal and old 
occupation; su~h. as mendi_ng and repair of sh_o~s. Service, 
begging and k11l10g of ar.1m~ls arc other subsidiary _occupa­
tions. A few carry on agriculture also. But tannrng and 
taking out of the skin of the animals is prohibited. They 
cannot sell meat. Generally, they take up other occupa­
tions except that of removing night soil. If they take up 
the professions carried on by savarna Hindus, an objec­
tion is raised. Throwing away of dead cats and dogs is 
also disliked by some. They get training at home. Their 
profession can be improved by opening Leather wor­
king Schools. 
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Re ,. · 'fh are followers of Hindu religion 
t1g1011. ey R D .. . . . ll 

and worship Hindu gods. am eoJ~. 1s pnnc1p~ y 
worshipped. They swear by Ganga)J, Cow, ~1g, 
Ramdeoji and Ishwar. T~ey observe all tl!e Hindu 
festivals, such as Hali, Diwah, DJsehra, Shrawaru, etc. On 
these occasions they wear good cloth_es and eat Pucca food. 
Badrinarain, Hardwar, Jagan~athpun, Rameshwar, et_c., are 
the principal centres of pilgnni~_ge .. For the worshippers 
o~ R~mdeoji, Tibari in tl:e Run1Ja y11lage, Marwar (Jodh­
pur) is the principal religwus c~ntre .. S?me regard Ram­
deoji and Hegarakhji a~ the1t _pnnc1_pal l!/lf"I/. Others 
r~g~rd Somratai of Kashi as their c~1ef _gum. J\mong 
t1th1es Deoj Ekadshi Amawas and I urnima; and 1n the 
week-days \v'edncsd;ys and ~[ondays arc supposed to be 
hol_r and people observe fasts_on these tithics. During the 
pcnod of monthlv-coursc ladies do not serve food or water 
for four days and in some localities for 9 days. 

Social E.1cilitics. The old tr:idition is that they can­
not cat food and drink water served by Sunar, Tcli 
Dh?bi, Koli, i'\Ichar, Nayak, Bhangi, San_sya, Kalvclia: 
Jatia, Bola and Koli. They can cat and dnnk the water 
of Brahmin, Brnia, Rajput, Bhil, Lodha, Guj:u, Mali, 
Kachhi, Khari, Mina, Potter, B~rber an_d Kahar. In Jhala­
wa~ proper only goat's meat 1s p::rm1tted. In general, 
besides the Jangli sooar (boar), pea~ock and cow, meat of all 
other animals and birds is permitted. Those who kill 
such animals and birds or eat their flesh, have sexual 
relations with aunt, sterilize oxen and arc the breakers ()f 
the old tradition (food and water) are cx-cornrnunicate<l. 
People on account of bad character or on the violation of 
caste rules and regulations also meet with the same fate. In 
som~ localities Patel with the help of Panches adminis­
ters Justice, but cannot go against the \vishes of the latter. 
In_ some Panchayats the _me~1bers are permanent and 

-offices arc hereditary; _whll~ 1n others three factors, 
namely_, age, wc~lth a1;1d 1!1tell1gcnce (speaking power) are 
taken Jnto cons1derat1on In the selection of the Panches 
All the cases of caste arc placed before the Pancha rat: 
The amount of fines Rs. ~ /- Rs. II/- Rs 2, t_ R J ' , •, -. , S. 3 I/-
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:and a coconut, a big dut:rie aud utensils-vary with the seve-
1'.ity '?f the offence _committed. Subscription ~d fines 
-ar~ 1~s sources ?~ income. Smoking, meat-t~ktng and 
.dnnk1ng arc traditionally permitted. On festival, holy 
.and merry-making occasions the last two are freely in­
dulged in. Ladies are strictly pardaitcs and gh11nghat is 

_a common feature. Food and water of savarana Hindus 
could not be touched. Chamars were not allowed to use 

-certain wells, they could not sit with savarna caste people, 
itdmission in schools and cntrv in the temples of God 
was prohibited. This old tradition is now giving way. 

Birth Da)1 Cere111011ies. Athrnasa ceremony is not ?b­
~crve~. In certain cases and most particularly in the first 
issue 1t may be performed. The father goes to the 
~rahrnin who telJs him its name. Very often horoscope 
1s also not prepared. Days of pollution extend upto 3 1 

days. On the expiry of the period, new bangles are worn 
-and the mother begins to do household work. In some 
cases Suraj Pujan and Jalwa ceremonies are performed. 

AdoptioJI. Any boy of the caste but of the same golrtt 
may be adopted, preference is always given to the near 
relatives. Son-in-law can also be adopted. .Adoption 

. .ceremony is to be performed before the Panches._ C?co­
nuts are distributed and a definite sum of monev 1s given 
to Panches. An agreement to that cffe;'.t is prepared and 
...-cry often a feast is arranged. 

111.arriage. Betrothal, the first step rowards the 
marriage, is performed in presence of Panchas and caste 
people. Tbe would-be groom is presented a coconut and 
two Rupees. Three and four d(;grees on the side of 
mother and father respectively are avoided. The rule of 
bride price is prevalent and a fixed sum of Rs. 30/- is giYen 
to the girl's father, but actually they charge even more. 
All arc married except those who are physically unfit. 
There is no definite rule with regard to the marriageable 
age, and usually it takes place in or before the teens, 
hence it is clear that the Sharda Act is invariably broken. 
The Havan, Pheras and other marriage customs are per-
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formed by the Brahmins. In the rn:a:rriage three feasts are­
given: Groo1;1's side 1, Bride's side 2. The average cos_t 
of the marriage comes to about Rs. 400/. Dal, Bat1,. 
Churma Sira and Puri are the usual commodities that. 
arc scrv~d in a marriage party. Dowry is also given. 
The expenditure exceeds the annual income, consequ­
ently loan becomes a necessity. \X'idow remarriages are 
permitted. Usually the parents . of a minor widow pos­
sess this right, but sometimes the other party may enjoy 
it. Gauna ceremony is held after three years, but 
may take place earlier also. Daughters and sisters are 
sent for on the occasion of festivals and marriages ; 
they seldom come themselves. Five percent of the 
people have two wives. Polygamy is disfavoured and the· 
violators thereof are penalised. Now they like compul­
sory primary education. 

]11beritance and S1Jcassio11. The heirs get equal share· 
in the property. In the presence of son daughter has 
no right to share in the property, but she can if there is. 
no son and a Will, in her favour, has been written by the 
father. The son-in-law can inherit the property if he has 
been adopted by the deceased. In the absence of the 
above two conditions, i.e., son and the Will in favour of 
the daughter, the near relatiYes enjoy the right of inheri­
tance. 

Financial Condition. The financial co1:dition on the 
whole is unsatisfactory. Income (Annual) frorn the old 
profession is estimated at Rs. 300/-. Additional occupa­
~10ns, such as agriculture and service, can increase their 
m~o~e. They like these additional occupations. Hand 
spmi:itng and \\.·eaving can assist them a lot in their eco­
nomic position. Technical institutiors are also a neces­
sity. Ne~rly 90% of the people arc under debt. Illiteracy,. 
conserva.~1veness, low income, extravagance on religious 
and social occasions, absence of irr..provcment in the 
technique of work and a high rate of interest account for 
the same .. They live in ordinary Kachha houses, which 
are found 10 one corner of the village. 
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In the Khanpur Tahsil of JJ:ialawar district Chamars 
:;arc special devotee of 'Mamji'. Even in their houses one 
may see small Kachha Mandir of 'Lal Bai'. There are 

·-'Thanak' outside the village, where on the occasion of Dw:ga 
Ashtami and Ram Naumi a special fair is held. 'Jangir' 
Chamars declare themselves superior to 'Bolas'. They 
further say that they were formerly •·Mehar-Balai'. The 
ladies of the caste, it seems, are permitted to marry a 
rich man, a man having no issue and due to heavy 
11ousehold work. A woman cannot have two husban ~s 
at a time. 

Divorce. Divorce is allowed principally on the 
. ground of bad character. A certificate to that effect is 
prepared in the presence of the Panches. A woman can 
select another husband in the life time of the first one, 
.and in such a case the latter is allowed some compensa­
.tion through the Panchayat. Divorce is not very much 
held in favour. 

Frmeral Obsequies. Small children are buried and 
the rest are burnt to ashes. The relatives of the deceased 

·_get themselves dean-shaved on the same day. Others get 
it done on the 9th day. Pind Dan is performed. In some 
places dal-bati is served on the 3rd, 9th, uth and the 
12th days. Invariably food is served on the uth and 
12th days. Immersion ceremony is a common feature 
in this caste. The expenditure is estimated at about 
Rs. 2.00/-. Well-to-do persons arrange yearly and half-yearly 
feasts. Annual Shradha ceremony is prevalent. Pagri­
wearing tradition is also fulfilled. 

Ed11cational Facilities. Before the declaration of un­
touchability as illegal by the Government, parent5 them­
selves did not send their sons to school. The causes 
comprise of poverty, illiteracy, paucity of labour, absence 
of facilities and the intention of the parents. In some 
localities Government has a-rranged for the teachers. 
Students are now sent to the schools. Girls are not given 
education. Nearly one percent of the people are literate. 
<-Government should give more attention to it. Govero-
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ment should make primary education compulsorr, 
Ladies do not wear silver ornaments. They use ornaments­
prepared from Jasta_ and Kansa. They have no relations 
with Jatava, Mochi and others of the type. They do not 
accept Raidas_ji, but respect Hegarakhji, because he is the 
originator of the caste. They like agriculture. 

In some localities, neither the barbers shave nor the· 
dhobies wash their clothes, and entry in the temples is­
prohibited. 
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DAKOT 

Origin. The legendary origin of this caste is associ­
ated with Danka Rishi and hence it is known as Dakot. 
They are so called because they take clan of Shani Deo. 
They are Joshi Brahmins. They are the old inhabitants of 
th.is State. 

Occ11patio11. Their chief and the oldest occupation is 
begging which requires no training and is learnt by ocular 
demonstration and practice. Some have taken up agricul­
ture also. They like the above two occupations. They 
can neither start a hotel nor a shop of eatables. 

Religion. This caste is associated with Hindu~. They 
worship Shani Deo, in particular, and other Hindu gods, 
in general, namely, l\Iateshwari Durga, Bhaironji and Ram­
dcoji. They swear by Gangaji, Swarup Narainji, Bhairon­
ji and Ramdeoji. All Hindu festivals are observed accor­
ding to Hindu traditions. Badrinathji, Jagdish and Kashi­
ji are the places of pilgrimage. Chief g111·11s are Danka 
Rishi and Sukracharyaji. On Amawas, Ekadashi, Purnima 
and Shaniwar (Saturday) fasting and worshipping is done. 
During the monthly course period ladies take rest for 
a period of six days. During pollution period neither 
tl1cy touch others nor do they cook food. 

Social Co11ditio11s. The people of this caste can drink 
water served by J at, Bhil, Mina, Thakur and Kumhar 
(Potter) but they arc prohibited to take Kachha Khana. 
They can eat and drink with savarna Hindus, namely, 
Brahmin, Vaishya and Rajput. Inter-dining with Mochi, 
Balai, Koli, Dholi, Bhangi, Basod, Mina, Khatik and 
Bagri is traditionally banned. The violator of the above 
customs is liable to be ex-communicated. The office of a 
Panch i11 the Caste Panchayat is permanent and heredit~' 
in some JocaJities and temporary, in others. It deals with 
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the cases of inter-caste marriage, cruelty to animals and 
nata (Dharauna). Fines are imposed. Drinking and 
smoking is a tradition. Meat-taking is prohibited; Some 
people do take it but it is restricted to that of goat only. 
Tt has been allowed at one or two places only. Ghunghat 
(Pardah) is drawn out only when ladies go to religious 
centres or conferences. Brahmins and other high caste 
people do not eat and drink with them. Dakot students 
.are and were admitted in schools and the caste people 
were allowed entry in temples. 

Birth Da)' Cerc111011ies. Usually no ceremony is held 
before the birth of a child. In some places Athmasa cere­
mony is organised and on this occasion mother of prcg-
1,ant lady sends to her bangles, clothes, fruits and sweets. 
In the majority of cases neither the babies are named nor 
their horoscopes are prepared by Brahmins. The period 
< .f pollution lasts for 40 days. 

Adoption. In the absence of a son, a boy of the same 
family can be adopted. A son-in-law can live with his 
l J.ther-in-law. The consent of the Panches for adoption 
is essential. On this occasion caste people arc invited, 
uJconut and batasha are distributed and unless this is done 
.rcloption is regarded as illegal. Pagri is worn by the 
; dopted on this occasion. 

Marriage. At the betrothal time, girl's father presents 
oi1e Rupee, a Nacial (coconut), a Pagri and a to,vcl to 
1 he would-be groom and the groom's father presents 
clothes and ornaments to the would-be bride. Gur is 
cl istributed and · no written agreement is essential. The 
relations of father and mother upto four degrees are cxclu­
dcd. Bride price is prevalent. Ivlarriagc is universal. 
\farriage is performed before the age of teens and it de­
pends upon the parents. Sharda Act is disobeyed. Marriage 
'cremony is performed by Brahmin. Barat (Marriage 
party) stays for three days and food is served three times. 
L)owry is given at the time of departure. The expendi-
1 urc of an average marriage comes to Rs. 30:J/- wi1ich is 
.more than jO per cent of the annual income. Widow 
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marriage is_ disfavoured. The right of Nata is enjoyed by 
her father-m-law. The Gauna cer~mony rriay take place 
~rom 01:e to ~ve years afte_r t~e ~uarnage. Second marriage 
1s pe~nutted 1f the first wife 1s 1ssueless. Polyandry is not 
pernutted. 

Divorce. Divorce, as a general rule, is not permitted, 
but in some localities on cogent rea5ons it can take place. 
Nata ic; allowed where divorce is permitted. The ag­
grieved husband is paid compensation. The system of 
.divorce, on the whole, is looked down. 

F1111eral Obsequies. Children of on·e year of age are 
buried and the rest are cremated. Pind Dan is perform­
ed. Relatives and other family men are clean-shaved on 
the IIth day. Food is served on two days, namely, nth 
and 12th days. These funeral feasts may cost about Rs. 
2.00,'-. Ashes are immersed. Later on Pagri Wearing 
ceremony is arranged. Six-monthly ceremony takes place 
only in some cases, whereas annual ceremony (Barahmasi) 
is a common feature. 

Educatio1111! Facilities. Even in the past students of 
this caste were allowed to join any institution without any 
d.istinction whatsoever. Illiteracy and poverty of parents 
and employment of children by the elders for begging from 
an early age checked them from joining schools. The 
.same old system is in vogue even at present. There are 
no special educational institutions of this caste. Girls are 
not given education. An insignificant percentage of people 
of this caste is literate. More school, should be opened and 
financial help must also be ex~ended to th~m. They fa­
vour the idea of compulsory primary education. 

Inheritance and S11ccessio11. The heirs of the deceased 
share equally in the legacy l_c-ft. Dau~hter has got ~o 
right to share in the prope; ty 1f a son 1s there. A :\7111 
can be created by the father in favour of the daughter if he 
so choo.es. 

Financial Condition. The financial position is not sa­
tisfactory because begging is their only occupation. Unless 

3 
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they take up ~0er occupatiofl: they will remain in t~, 
economic condition. Annu3:1 10come of a family is esti­
mated at Rs. 5 oo/-. lnsp1_te_ of this nearly 2.5 % of t~e 
people are under debt. R~Iig1ous and social ceremorues 
necessita~e loans. They liv~ in ordinary houses. They­
can live 10 any part of the village or town. 
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Origin. A man, named Dhumar, washed the clothes 
of Shri Ishwar Nath Ji (God). He had two sons ; Me­
rota and Bacheta. Since that time the fanulies of these two 
went on expanding and expanding and thus the Dhobis 
came into existence. Further, they are known as Dhobis 
after the occupation that they follow. The root of this 
word is Dhona (to wash), hence the person who does this 
service is known as Dhobi (washerman). Since the very 
early times they have been residing in Rajasthan. 

Om,pations. Washing of the clothes is their old occu­
pation. Agriculture and service are other subsidiary occu­
pations. They are prohibited to wash the clothes of those 
castes, whose water they are prohibited to drink. They can 
not take up the profession of Bhangi, Chamar, etc. They 
learn their art from the elders. They like three occupations 
mentioned above. Higher caste people object to their 
taking up and starting a shop of edibles (halwai and hotel). 
The art of washing passes on from generation to generation. 

Religion. This caste belongs to Hindu Religion. They 
worship all those gods and godesses which Hindus do. They 
take the oath of Gangaji and Bhagwan. Dasehra, Diwali, 
Holi and all other Hindu festivals are celebrated according 
to Hindu traditions. Dwarkapuri, Jagannathpuri, Badri­
narain, Hardwar, etc. are the principal places of pilgrimage. 
They have got no chief guru. Fasts are observed on Pur­
nima, Amawas and Ekadashi. Fridays and Thur~days are 
regarded as holy days. In the monthly course period, four 
days are regarded as the days of pollution. 

Social Facilities. The people of this caste neither ta~e 
food nor drink water served by Musalrnan, Mehar, Koh, 
Chamar, Bhangi, Sarbhangi and other loV:7 castes. T~~y ca?­
do so with the rest of the castes. This old tradition 1S 
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followed even at present. Others with whom they cannot 
eat are : Jatava, Khangar, Khatik, Mogia, and Ahedi. Ordi­
narily grain and vegetable are consumed. Meat of goat, 
cock, partridge, pigeon, deer, hare and pig is taken. One 
who kills an excepted animal or bird and eats their meat is 
turned out of the caste. The one, who washes the clothes ~ 
of a prohibited caste, is given the same punishment. The 
Panchayat of this caste consists of permanent and heredita­
tary members. The cases of cruelty to animals, immorality 
and the violation of caste rules are decided by the Panchayat. 
Fines are imposed and feasts may be made obligatory for 
inclusion in the caste. Fines and subscriptions are the 
sources of income. Smoking, meat-taking and drinking is 
traditionally allowed. Purdah is not observed but Ghun­
ghat is drawn. Formerly they were subject to untouchabi­
lity by Brahmins and other savarna castes. Students were 
allowed to read in the schools, and temples were also open 
to them for entry and darshan. 

Ceremonies on the Birth of Children. In majority of 
the cases Athmasa ceremony is held, when new set of ban­
gles and clothes are presented to her. Feast according to 
one's financial position may also be organised. Brahmins 
name children and also prepare horoscope for them. The 
days of pollution extend to one and a quarter month. 

Adoptiom. In the case of adoption preference is given 
to the near relatives. The boy must belong to the same 
gotra. Son-in-law can live with the father-in-law. On the 
occasion of adoption coconuts are distributed and the daugh­
ters and sisters present clothes to the adopted boy, and the 
adopter presents them clothes etc., when they depart. Pagri 
Wearing ceremony also takes place. 

M.1rriages. On the occasion of betrothal gur and 
batasha are distributed. No written agreement takes place, 
In establishing marriage relations care is taken to exclude 
three degrees of father and mother. The tradition of bride 
price is in existence and the amount may vary from Rs. 200/­
to Rs. 500/-. This is disliked. It is very rare that one 
or two may remain unm~rried. The marriageable age of girls 
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and boys vary between n-r3 years and r4-16 years respect­
ively. Sarda Act is not cared for even in the least. Brahmins 
come to perform the marriage ceremony. Along with Hawan 
Pheras do take place otherwise marriage will not hold 
good. Dowry is also given. Food is served two to three 
times. It may consist of Dal- bati, puri-sag etc. The cost of 
an average marriage is estimated at Rs. 5 oo/-. Not only the 
whole savings of the year are spent but some loan may also 
have to be taken. Widow marriage in certain areas is re­
garded as good and in others it is not allowed and is dis­
liked as well. Generally the parents of the widow (minor) 
have the right to establish nata, but compensation, if any, is 
paid to the father in-law. Gauna ceremony takes place in the 
third year. Daughters and sisters are invited on -the occa­
sions of festivals and marriages but they come of their 
own accord at the times of death. A man can have more 
than one wife. The reasons may be very bad health of the 
first wife, or her being issueless or the man concerned may 
be very rich. This practice is not regarded as good. Poly­
andry is not permitted. 

Divorce. In effect the system of divorce is not in 
vogue. Divorce is permitted by the caste Panchayat on the 
grow1d of proved bad ch~r~cter of the l~dy. During the 
life time ot the present living husband, wife can select ano­
ther husband, but in this case the fatter had to pay ro the 
former an amount equ:il to the one spent by him in the 
performance of the marriage ceremony. ~n. the pre-war 
period it ,vas Rs. 45/- only, but now the 1~11n1mum amount 
varies between Rs. uo/- to Rs. 250/-. Divorce 1s gene­
rally looked down upon. 

Ft1neral Obseq11iN. All dead bodies, except the chil­
dren of 12 months, arc burnt to ashes. The people who 
carry the dead body do not take bath but. the dead body 
itself is bathed wirh warm water'. Relatives and family 
members are clean-shaved on the n1nth day. On the I Ith 
and IZth days food is served, which may cost Rs. mo/­
to Rs. 300/-, an~ may include dal, bati, puri, _sira and vegeta­
bles. Pind clan 1s a common feat1.1:r~. lmn:iers1on _ceremony is 
generally performed. The trachuon ot 'Pagn Bandhana> 
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is also observed. Some organise a feast after one year, while 
others organis~ two: Chhah (six) masa and Barah (twelve) 
masa ceremorues. 

Ed11catio11a/ Facilities. Students joined schools for­
merly aho, but poverty and illiteracy of the parents srood 
in the way. The same arrangement holds good even now, 
i.e., students can join any school they like-private or Govern­
ment. Girls generally do not study and there is no sepa­
ute ~rrangement for them. There are no separate schools 
for this caste. H0wever, in Jhalawar proper arrangement has 
been made by the Gov1:rnment upto the primary stage. Nearly 
2 pet cent of the total population is literate. More finan­
cial a1:d other facilities are requested. They like the idea 
of cornpulsory primary education. 

Inheritance and Succession. All brothers share equally 
in the property of the father. Io the presence of brother, 
sisters have got no such right- But a will may be created 
by the father in favour of the daughter and thus she be­
con:es entitled to the share as mentioned in the will. The 
son-in-law, provided he is living with him because there was 
no son, stands to inherit the property. If there is no he.ir 
-0f any sort, then Government takes up the property. 

Fi11a11cie1! Condition. The financial condition is unsatis­
factory. The average annual income of a family is estimated 
between Rs. 200 and Rs. 300/-. Their economic position 
c:u,not improve unless they adopt other professions as well. 
11ure than 70% of the people are indebted to moneylen­
ders. Absence of a paying profession and increasing expen­
ses arc responsible for their indebtedness. They live in 
simple houses which may be situated in any part of the 
v11l.ige or city. 

Illiteracy and indebtedness are the two most power­
ful obstacles which are standing in the prosperity of this 
caste. Government is, therefore, requested to remove them 
at as an early date as is possible. 
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Origin. This caste, it is said, came into existence with 
the incarnation of Lord Krishna. Along with Lord Krishna 
Gandharva ~lso r~-borned, who sung and phyed on the in­
struments with h11n. Such people were technically known 
.as Bo~ate. L:1t~r they adopted the work of 'Dhol Bajana' 
as thcir occupat10n, hence they arc called Dholi. The old 
name of th.is caste is 'Gujaron-ke-Rao'. They are the old 
inhabitants ~f !l~jasthan (Jhalawar ~nd Jodhpur), but people 
of Eklera div1S1on came about eight centuries ago from 
Mewar. 

Ocmpations. Begging (especially from Gujars) and 
Gana-Bajana are their old profession. Some, at present, 
carry on agriculture also. Gana-Bajana for the first time, 
was learnt from Gandharvas and since then it has passed on 
from generation to generation. Low grade occupations 
cannot be followed. This profession can be improved a 
lot by opening Sangcet schools. 

Religion. Their religion is Hinduism. They worship 
all Hindu gods, such as, Durgaji, Bhaironji, Thakurji and 
so on. They swear by Ram, Gangaji, 'Father, mother and 
the above-mentioned gods. All the important festivals 
-0f Hindus are celebrated according to Hmdu traditions. 
The principal pilgrimage centres are: Bad~inath, Jagannath­
puri, Hardwar, Gangapuri and Dwar~apun. Ra~ Chandra­
ji and Tansen are regarded as the chief gurus. \\ ednesdars 
and Sundays arc supposed to be holy days. On Pur111-
masi, Ekadashi and Amawas fasts are kept. Ladies observe 
6 days as the period of polluti?~ duri~g monthlf course. 

Social Facilities. Inter-dining with Brahmms, Maha­
jans, Rajputs, Malis, Kumhars _ and Minas is ~llowed. It 
is prohibited with the follow1ng castes: Kolt, Chamar, 
Mehar, Jatava, Bhangi, Dhobi. Balai and Musalman. The 
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offenders of the above customs are liable to ex-communi­
cation. In some cases the caste Panchayat is a general 
body, while in others it is a special one. In_ the forme.r 
case every person of the caste is a member, while in 
the latter case a few selected persons are the members, 
whose ·offices are rotatory. The Panchayat decides the 
cases pertaining to caste traditions. The offenders, besides 
ex-communication, if the offence is a serious one, may be 
fined or ordered to give a frast to the caste people. Subs­
criptions and fines are its sources of income. Smoking~ 
drinking and meat-taking is traditionally allowed. In 
Jhalawar proper only the meat of goat is permitted, but 
In other localities leaving aside dove, crow, squirrel, pea­
cock, cow, buffalo, horse, ass, el~phant and camel can be 
used for meat purposes. Pardah 1s not generally observed 
but 'Ghunghat' is drawn out. They suffer from the same 
disabilities at the hands of the savarana caste people as 
others do. However, their children are allowed admission 
in the school, they can draw water from the same well and 
are allowed entry in the temples. 

Ceremonies 011 the Birth of Child1w. Athmasa cere­
mooy is optional. Some perform it in the case of first 
issue. Bra!unin is called for to name the child, but the 
horoscope may or may not be prepared. Forty days are 
regarded as the period of pollution. Afterward the meni­
als may be presented with lungra, anchali, cloth, etc. 
Sweet-meats or batashas are distribu ed. 

Adoptions. Any boy of the family can be adopted. 
In some places son-in-law cannot be adopted. The boy 
should not only be of the same caste but should also be of 
the same gotra. A son-in-law can live with his father-in­
law. Before the adoption ceremony permission must be 
obtained from the caste Panchayat. Sometimes in honour of 
adoption feast is also organised, but the distribution of 
coconuts and batashas is essential. 

!11arriage. No written agreement for betrothal is 
necessary. Five seers of gur is distributed amongst the 
Panches: Relations of parents to the extent of three degrees 
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are excluded in creating marriage ties. Bataki, sweet-meats 
and one Rupee is presented to the would-be husband. 
Bride price is not regarded as bad. The amount may vary 
between Rs. 100/- and Rs. 2.00/-. There is no tradition 
of Tika. Marriage is universal. Sharda Act is disobeyed. 
There is no recognised custom with regard to marriageable 
ages. Brahmin performs the marriage ceremony according 
to the Hindu traditions. Dowry is given. Food, which 
may consist of sira-puri, dal-bati, sag-puri, is served twice, 
and the expenditure of an average marriage may come 
upto Rs, 5 oo/-. In the case of rich person it may rise upto 
Rs. 1,000/-. Very often a loan is taken for this purpose. 
The widow marriage (i. e. nata) is favoured in some 
localities. Where it is permitted the right is enjoyed by 
the parents of the minor widow. In general Gauna cere­
mony takes place after one year of the marriage. Daugh­
ters and sisters are sent for on the occasions of festivals 
and marriage, while on the occasion of dea1 h they come 
themselves. Bigamy is perm:tted, but polygamy is looked 
down upon. About 2. % of the people h:we two wives. 
No issue is the criterion for the second marriage• Polyan­
dry is prohibited. 

Divorce. Divorce is allowed only on the ground of 
proved bad character. A sum of Rs. 125/- is paid as com­
pensation to the aggrieved husband, if the wife establishes 
'Nata' with another person. 1'he system of divorce is dis­
favoured by the whole caste. 

Funeral Obsequies. All dead bodic.,,_ except those. of 
small children, arc cremated. Small children arc buncd. 
Dead body is bathed. Pin<l Dan ceremony takes place. 
Relatives and family people are clean-s_havcd on the 1_1th 
day. Food is served twice; once dal-bau and . seco_nd time 
sira-puri. Some may give a feast of nuku-pun. S~ch 
feasts may cost from Rs. 2.50/- to Rs. 800,'-. There is a 
tradition of Immersion and 'Pagri Bandhai' ceremonies. If 
the deceased is a lady, lungra and cloth may be distributed. 
The minimum is the Barahmasi, and the maximum inclu­
des three-monthly and six-monthly feasts also. 
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Educatio11al Facilities. Students are admitted without 
any distinction in Government schools. Poverty stood in 
the way of education. The number of students is incre-1.­
sing. There is no special arrangement for the education 
of girls. There are no separate institutions for this caste. 
The percentage of educated people is very insignificant. 
They favour compulsory primary education. More finan­
cial help is expected from the Government. 

Inheritance and S!icce.rsion. All sons share equally in 
the property left by the father. The near relative inherits 
the property if there is no son but in the absence of a 
former the property goes to the daughter. 

F i11{111cial Position. The financial position on the 
whole is unsatisfactory. The average annual income per 
family may come to Rs. 300,·- (old occupation). Near­
ly 50% of the people are under debt. Laziness and in­
activity, on the one hand, and unemployment, on the other, 
are responsible for indebtedness. Ordinary are the houses 
in which they live. Some live in rented houses. They 
can live in any part of the village or city. 

Barbers and washermen serve as they <lo the savarna 
castes. Unemployment should be rooted out. 
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JATAVA 

Origin. Jatavas claim to be Yadavas. From Yadu 
descended Yaduvansha. The Purkhas (the great grand 
fathers) of Jatavas ~ere defeated in a ,var with Parshuramji, 
hence they went into exile and renamed themselves as 
Jatavas. Some say that Jatava is the misnomer of Yadava. 
Several arguments have been given to show that Jatavas 
belong to Yaduvanshi Rajputs. They are the old inhabitants 
-of Mathura (Braj}. They have been living in Rajasthan 
for about two centuries. 

Ocmpatio11s. Agriculture and service are the ol<l occu­
pations. Construction of houses, cutting of stones and 
business are some of the recent avocations. They arc prohi­
bited to do leather work. Their art passes of itself from 
one to the other and subsequent generations. Low grade 
professions arc disfavoured. The establishment of technical 
institutions and the financial help from the Government is 
essential to improve the profession. 

Religion. Their religion is Hinduism. Durga, Kali 
.Sheetala, Balaji, and Lord Krishna amongst oth~~s are 
worshipped. They swear by Cow and Gangap. All 
Hindu festivals, such as Janmashtami, Rakshabandhan, 
Holi, Diwali, Da ehra, Ram Navami are celebrated. All 
the important pilgrimages of Hind_~s arc r.onou~ed b_r 
them. The chief gums, Ramanand)l and \ 1shwakarma1~ 
are the inhab:tants of Galta (Jaipur) and Dwarkapun 
respectively. Sundays and Tu~sd~ys a~e suprosed to be 
holy days. Among,t _the t1th1cs bkadash1, Ama~as, 
Purnima and Somawat1 arc respected and fasts arc kept. 
Women folk observe four days of pollution during monthly 

.course. 
Social Facilities, Inter-dining with the folio-wing caste_s 

is prohibited: Mchar, Koli, Tcli, Khangar, Chamar, Bhang1, 
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Dom, Chandal, Balai, Mochi, Dhobi and Musalman. They­
can inter-dine with Brahmins, Kshattriyas, Vaishyas, Malis 
and Kayasthas. Their food and dress are ordinary. Those 
who commit serious offences are ex-communicated. Kid­
napping of boys, girls and ladies and trade in the latter 

~ is punishable with a heavy fine. For ordinary offences,,. 
such as, wrong statement in the court, wrong witness,. 
disregard of the notice of the Panchayat, back-biting and 
for making a fun of others, a fine from Rs. 5/- to Rs. 11/­

is imposed. The caste Panchayat, a permanent body, deals 
with the cases arising out of the customs and traclitionsr 
The main heads of income of caste Panchayat are fines 
and subscriptions. The cow killer is sent to Gangaji and 
is required to give a feast and thereafter he could be 
retaken in the caste. Smoking, meat-taking and drinking 
is traditionally allowed. In some tahsils only the meat of 
goat is allowed, but in general, the meat of goat, boar 
and sambhar is permitted and those of the rest is prohi­
bited. Pardah system is not common. They are victims 
of taboo, like other castes. Children were and are allow<".d 
admission in the school. 

Certmo11ies in connection 1JJith the Birth of Chi!dret1r 
Athmasa ceremony takes place. New b~ngles and c·othes. 
are worn and feast is also given. Brahmins name the 
child and prepare horoscope. Forty to forty-five days are 
regarded as the period of pollution after delivery. Suraj 
Pujan also takes place. 

Adoptions. A boy of the family and, as far as possible,,. 
of the same gotra can be adopted. If such a boy is not 
available then any one, whom the adopter chooses, can 
be adopted. Son-in-law can live with him. On this. 
occasion coconuts and batashas are distributed. Feast is 
also organised. 'Pagri-wearing' ceremony also takes 
place. 

Ma1'riage. Betrothal takes place in the presence of 
the Panches and sweets and Batashas arc distributed .. 
From the girl's side a Rupee, a coconut and cloth is presen­
ted to the would-be husband. In the settlement of mar-
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riage care is taken to exclude relations of the parents to 
!he extent of three degrees. The system of bride price is 
not generally prevalent, but in some localities Rs. roo/­
-0r Rs. zoo/- may be taken. Marriage is universal. Boys 
.and girls are married at the age of 14 to 16 years and rz to 
1:5 years respectively. The village Purohit performs the 
marriage ceremony. Pheras take place in seclusion and 
sacred thread is worn by the groom. Food is served 
thrice which may consist of rice and sugar; motichoor; 
a1:d puri-sag. Dowry is also given. The average expen­
,dlture per marriage comes to about Rs. 500/-. Not only 
the whole savings are spent but sometimes loan is also 
taken for the purpose. Widow marriage is not prevalent 
but nata is a common feature, and the latter right is en-
ioyed by her parents provided she is a minor. Gauna 
is fixed either at the end of one or three vears. On the 
-occasion of Holi, Rakshabandhan, Dase.l1ta and Tecja 
girls are sent for. At the time of death they come them­
:Selves. A person is allowed to have a second wife if the 
first is issueless or the husband is a rich man. Polyandry 
is prohibited. About 5 % of the people have two wives. 

Divorce. The only reason for divorce is the proved 
bad character of the wife. After necessary proof, the 
·husband has to tear off his turban (safa) before the 
Panches. The wife of a living husband cannot accept 
-another man ; if she does, then whole of the marriage 
expenses are realised from such a man. This system is 
fooked down upon. 

F11neral Obseq1,ies. All dead bodies, except of the 
-children of 3 years of age or less, are cremated. Children 
are buried. Pind Dan is given. The dead body is bathed 
before cremation. Either on the third or ninth day 
relatives are dean-shaved, Food is served twice and the 
total expenditure in connection with funeral obsequies 
comes to about Rs. zoo/-. The tradition of 'Pag:-i 
Bandhana' is also prevalent. Immersion ceremony is usual­
lv performed. Six-monthly and yearly ceremonies do take 
place. 
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Educational Facilities. Even before the declaratiorr 
of Untouchability as illegal, boys and girls were admitted 
in the school without any disability. Poverty and illite~ 
racy of the parents adversely affected the education of 
children. The same old arrangement is in vogue. Girls 
also go to school for study. There are no separate schools 
of this caste. About 5 % of the total population is lite­
rate. Compulsory primary education is favoured and 
financial help from the Gov7rnment to promote education 
is requested. 

Inheritance and S11cces sion. All sons share equally 
in the property left by the deceased. In case there is no 
son, this right goes to the near relatives, in whose absence­
daughter naturally inherits the property. If there is no 
legal heir the property passes on to the Governmentr 
The rights of the real and adopted sons in this case are 
pari-passn. 

Financial Position. The income per family from old 
occupations is Rs. 500/- and those who have other addi­
tional occupations, income may go up to Rs. 700/. Not 
less than 5 0% of the people are indebted. They are allowed 
to live in any part of the city or village. 

Special Informatiofl. Barbers neither dress nor shaver 
Dhobies do not wash their clothes. They are not allowed 
to enter the temples, and are prohibited to draw water 
from certain wells. Brahmins also do not come to per­
form several social, religious and other ceremonies. · 
However, in cities, such restrictions and prohibitions are 
not found. 

-:o:-
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JATIA 

Origin. This caste has originated from Bhakta Raidas. 
They are the old inhabitants of Mandugarh, Chittor and 
l\Iarwar. 

Oc~1patio11s. Repair and mending of shoes is their old 
occupation, followed by preparation of ropes, dragging 
of ~ead animals and taking out their skins. Training is 
received from elders. Other occupations are prohibited 
but they favour agriculture. Financial assistance by Go­
verrunent can improve agriculture. 

Religion. Replies to Q. Nos. 6, 7, 8 and 10 are the 
~ ame as in the case of Chamars. People regard Kamar 
or ~aidas as their chief guru. Ladies do observe the 
period of pollution (3 days only) during monthly course. 
. Social Faciiities. Reply to Q. No. 12 is the same as 
In the case of Chamars. Women wear Ghaghra and Lungri, 
and men wear Angrakha and Turban. The cloth ~f 
blue colour cannot be worn. Ladies do not put on B1-
chawa, Langar and Tode. Answers to Q. Nos. 14 and 
I 5 also coincide. Old people can become members of 
the Panchayat and hold office till death. Cases regarding 
bad character of ladies internecine feuds, murder (hatiya) 
~nd so on come to the' Paochayat for decision and fines are 
!~posed w~ich are spent by the Panc~aya~ on fe~~ts and 
drinks. Drinking, smoking and meat-taking Is traditI<;>nally 
allowed. They are permitted to use meat of dead arumals. 
They suffer from all the disabilities of chamars. 

Cerefllonies in Co1111ection u1itb Birth. Athmasa cere­
mony is observed. Brahmin names the child but horoscope 

Note. This is one of the sub-castes of Chamars, hence they 
tcscmble more than differ from them. It is, therefore, deemed ad­
"Visable to make a reference to them (Chamars), wherever necessarr. 
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is not prepared. Pollution period extends to 8 days only 
.and thereafter songs are sung and batashas are distributed. 

Adoption. Replies to Q. Nos. 24 and 25 are also the 
:Same. Not only sweets and batashas are distributed but 
fea._,t is also organised. The boy is made to sit in the lap 
.of the adopter and 'Pagri Wearing' ceremony is performed •. 

Marriage. Under this heading also replies to Q. Nos. 
2. 7, 29, 30 and from 3 2 to 3 5 coincide with those of the Cha­
mars. The custom of bride price is prevalent and the maxi­
mum and minimum limits are Rs. 100/- and Rs. So respectively. 
The marriage ceremony is performed by son-in-hw (Jamai) 
Hawan and Pheras take pbce. Dowry is also given. Food 
is served two times, which may cost about Rs. 250/- and it 
approximates the annual income. About two percent of 
the people have more than two wives. Amongst other 
reasons paucity of males is responsible for polygamy which, 
-on the whole, is disfavoured but polyandry is prohibited. 

Divorce. Struggle between husband and wife and 
proved bad character of the latter give rise to divorce. A 
wife can desert her husband and associate herself to another 
who has to pay Rs. 100/- to the deserted husband. Though 
divorce is not disfavoured yet it is not a common feature. 

Funeral Obsequies. Small children are buried and· 
others <1.re cremated. Pind Dan is given. Relatives are 
clean shaved on the nth day and feast consisting of Sira­
puri or Dal-bati is given on 12th day, which costs about 
Rs. 25 of-. Pagri-wearing and Immersion ceremonies are 
also observed. Achhuta period ends after one month. 

Education Facilities. Ere the step taken by the Go­
vernment for the removal of untouchability, there were no 
restrictions in the admission of boys and girls in the Go­
vernment schools. Parents did not send them to schools 
~n account of poverty, paucity of labour and non-realisa­
tion of the importance of education on their part. The old 
arrange11!e~t _pre_vails. Gi~ls also join schools but their 
numb~r 1s 1ns1gn1ficant. 1 here are no separate Institutions 
for this caste. The percentage of literacy is about 5 %, 
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They favour compulsory primary education. More schools 
-should be opened in the villages. 

Inheritance and S11ccession. The heirs share equally in 
the property. In case there is a son, daughter or daugh­
ters have no right. If the father chooses, he can write a 
Will in her favour, ~therwise the property passes on to the 
near relative or relatives. 

Financial Position. The annual income per family is 
estimated to be Rs. 5 oo/-. Nearly one-sixth of the popula­
tion is under debt. Natural calamities and social extrava­
_gance are responsible for this evil. They live in ordinary 
houses in one part of the village but there is no restriction 
-0n them as regards the place of abode. 

Special I11for111ation. It is requested that disabilities to 
which they are subjected should be removed at an early 
-date. Further, they wish to leave their profession and 
follow others. 

4 
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KANJAR 

Origin. They claim their origin from Dilware, Sha­
shodiya and Solani Rajputs. They are called Kanjar ; 
firstly because they are robbers, secondly because they 
earn their livelihood by moving hither and thither, and 
finally because they live in woods. One interesting thing 
to note is that they have come into being as such since 
1Bn, when a dreadful famine occurred in India and in order 
to fill their bellies they roamed from place to place. Some 
have come from Me1Var and some have settled very recent­
ly because formerly they were khanabadosh, Government 
is now taking necessary steps to settle them. 

Occ11patio11s. Robbery and begging are their principal 
old occupations. Now they have taken up agriculture. 
They, at present, disfavour robbery and prefer agriculture, 
which can be developed only with the Governmental assist­
ance in the form of good seeds, better implements and 
good pedigree cattle- -

Religion, They belong to Hindu religion, They wor­
ship, besides other Hindu gods, Mataji and Bhaironji­
They swear by Gangaji, Cow, Pi pal and Mataji- They also 
observe all Hindu festivals- Gangaji and Gayaji are the 
places of pilgrimage• Some regard Shree Ram Chandraji 
as the chief guru, while others accept Shree Rupaji Chatar­
ji of Mewar as such- On gyaras (EkadaF-hi), Purnima and 
Amawas fast is kept ; and Saturday is supposed to be the 
holy day. Ladies do not observe days of pollution during 
monthly cot,r se- This, no doubt, is a special feature-

Social Facilities- They neither drink water nor take 
food touched and served by Mehtar, Dhabi, Balai, Dholi, 
Chamar and Musalman. They can inter-dine with the rest 
of the castes• By adopting a low grade profession, killing 
a man, defrauding a relative and marrying with a girl of the 
family such a person is ex-communicated. There is a tra-
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dition for a temporary ex-communication for killing a cow~ 
oxen and horse- The money raised by fine is used for or­
ganising caste feasts• Smoking, drinking and meat-taking is 
traditionally allowed. There is no restriction on the meat 
of the following : deer, go2t, partridge, hare and wild 
boar. Pardah system is not strictly observed. Like other 
low castes, viz., Chamar, Balai and others, they are also 
subjecl to the same disabilities. 

Ceren1011ies 011 the Birth of Children. Generally Ath­
rnasa ceremony is performed but some do not observe it. 
Only songs are sung on this occasion. Naming by Brah­
min is not essential ; they do this themselves. After the 
expiry of the period of pollution, Suraj Pujan and Jalava 
ceremonies are performed and feast is organised. 
. Adoptio11s. A boy of the same gotra is adopted. Son­
In-law can live with his father-in-law. On this occasion, 
the boy sits in the lap of the adopter in the presence of 
P3nches and other men of the caste. Coconuts and bata­
shas are distributed and a feast can also be arranged. 

1..1.arriage. At the time of betrothal, the groom is 
given some money, but the girl is presented a Rupee, a 
basketful of coco[1J.lts, sweets and clothes. Care is taken 
not to establish marriage ties upto the extent of three deg­
rees of the parents. Panches take goshta-roti (meat and 
bread) and drink wine. Bride price and Tika are not preva­
lent. Food is served thrice which costs between Rs. 200'­
~nd Rs. 400/-. Brahmin performs, in some cases, the marr­
iage ceremony. Dowry is also offered. Nata of minor 
widow is permitted, and this right is enjoyed by her parents. 
Gauna ceremony takes place after one year of the marriage. 
S~rda Act is disobeyed. Children are married 'lt the sweet­
will of the parents. Sisters and daughters come themselves 
on the occasion of death, but are called for on festivals and 
~arriages. A man is permitted to marry a second time pro­
vided the first wife is declared as barren. Though the 
system is prevalent but it is disfavoured. Polyandry is pro­
hibited. 

Divorce. Divorce, on the ground of proved bad cha­
racter of woman is permissible. The cases of a wife desert-
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ing her living husband and settling with another are very 
tare, but in such a case, the whole of the expenses of marri­
age plus Rs. 75/- are paid as compensation to the deserted 
husband. Divorce is not regarded as a good system. 

Frmeral Obsequies. All the dead bodies are cremated. 
Before cremation the body is washed. 'Pind Dan' and 'Pagri 
Bandhai' ceremonies are performed. Relatives are clean 
shaved. Food is servecl to the caste people on the 10th 
-day, which may cost approximately Rs. 2.00/-. After 'Pagri' 
ceremony, the son is taken to the temple. No merry mak­
ings take place upto three months after death. Barsi feast is 
organised. 

Ed11cational Facilities. Ere the declaration of untouch­
~bility as illegal there were no restrictions on the admission 
of the children in schools. The illiteracy and poverty of 
the parents have adversely affected the education. The 
same old system prevails. Girls generally do not join school 
for study. There are no separate schools of this caste. 
Literacy is conspicuous by its absence. More and more 
schools should be opened in the village. Compulsory pri­
mary education is favoured. 

Inheritance and S1,ccession. Though all the sons share 
equally in the property of the father 'Tika' is placed on the 
forehead of the eldest son. In the absence of a son, daugh­
ter inherits the property. 

Fi1hmcia/ Condition. The financial position of this caste 
is utterly unsatisfactory. Though the yearly income per 
family does not exceed Rs. 100/- yet not more than 2.5 % 
of people are under debt. They like to live away from the 
village in the kachha thatched houses. The annual income 
can be enhanced by development of agriculture and provi­
sion of additional occupations. 

Special Information. The Government is requested 
to adopt ways and means so that unemployment, which is 
affecting them, is removed at an early date. Those who 
have taken up agriculture as their chief occupation finance 
must be made available at cheap rate of interest through the 
Co-operative Societies. 
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KASAI 

Origin. It is a trade name. Kasai means one who 
carries on the work of 'Kassab', i.e. killing of animals for 
meat trade. Of course, they are Muslims and kill ani­
mals according to 'Zabbah' system, not 'Jhataka'. Some 
of them claim to be 'sheikhs' which is a respectable 
section of the Muslims. They are the old inhabitants of 
Rajasthan. 

Ocmpatjo11s. Meat business is their only profession,. 
the old as well as the new. They neither like nor carry on 
any other profession. The work of sweepers is prohibited. 
'!he se~ling of meat by 'Jhataka' is not allowed. Training 
Is received at home. 

Religion. By religion they are Mohammedans. 
They worship 'Allah' and swear by Him as well as the 
Kor~n. They observe Id, Bakra-Id, Bara Wafat, Gyaraveen 
Sharif, Moharram, Shabbrat and so on. Moharram is a 
ceremony of mourning, Idul-fitar is like Holi of Hindus,. 
and on other festivals Narnaz is read. God is worshipped 
and alms are given to poor men. Mecca and Medina in 
Arab arc the principal centres of pilgrimage and in 
India arc Ajmer Sharif and Gagron Sharif. Mohammad 
Sahib is the chief guru, the prophet. They keep fast in 
tte month of Ramzan and regard Jummah (Friday) as the 
holy day. All assemble in the mosque and worship 
er.masse. A small section of women do not care for the 
n1onthly course. During menstruation period Namaz is 
prohibited. 

Social Facilities. They eat food and drink the water 
served by Brahmin, Mahajan, Rajput, Kayastha, Mali,. 
Gujar, Nai, Bhil and Mina. The prohibited castes are Bhangi. 
Chamar, Koli, Banjara, Mogia, Mehar and Balai. The 
offenders against the above custom are liable to be ex-



KASAI 

communicated but may be retaken in the caste after the 
payment ot compensation. Mostly there are no permanent 
Panchayats. All the people assemble, select the panches, 
then discuss the matters and later on the decision is 
given. Drinking is prohibited but smoking and meat­
taking is traditionally allowed. The following animals and 
birds cannot b:! used for meat purposes: Lion, Tiger, 
Dog, Cat, Pig, Ass, Elephant, Jackal, Crow, Kite and 
Bat. Neither the 'Jhataka' meat, nor the meat of dead 
animals and birds can be used. Ladies are very strict in 
the matter of pardah. They can talk only with the relatives. 
'Burka' is used when they go out. Hindus cannot use 
water or food of this caste. ,\ll village wells and schools 
are ope:n to them. 

Cere1J1011ies 011 the Birth of Children. Some, instead of 
~ .r\ thmasa', observe 'Satmasa' ceremony. The mother of 
the prospective mother sends clothes, sweets, fruits, etc• 
The rich may give feast also. Kazi names the child. 
Horoscope is not prepared- The period of pollution is 
40 days. Recitation of 'Milad' and organisation of feast 
1$ not essential. 

Adoptions. The system of adoption is prevalent. 
Nen relatives are given preference. The boy must be of 
the same gotra. The son-in-law can live with his father­
in-law. On this occasion coconuts and batashas are 
distributed to panches and the caste people. Pagri cere­
mony may take place. 1\ written agreement is not neces­
sary. 

Marriage. ,\fter the distribution of sweets and 
coconuts, clothes are presented to one another by both 
the parties. The father of the groom presents some 
ornaments. Only real brothers and sisters cannot be 
married. The :Marriages between cousins are very common. 
Bride price and tika ceremonies are usual features. Only 
those who are physically unfit may remain unmarried. In 
regard to marriages Sharda Act is disobeyed. Kazi per­
forms the 'Nikah' cremony. Dowry is given, Food is 
served twice and may consist of Pulav, Zarda, Goshta­
roti, :rvlithai-puri and Halwa-puri. Some do give 'Shuka-
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rana', that is 'nazar'. The average expenditure con1es to 
Rs• 300/-· Widows are permitted to re-marry .. The 
Nikah of a minor is held after one year, Ladies are sent 
for on the occasions . of festivals and marriages but they 
come . themselves (sisters and daughters) at the time of 
.adversity. Polygamy has got religious sanction but 
monogamy is usually practised. May be for economic 
reasons, only one marriage takes place. About z % people 
have more than one wife. Polyandry is prohibited, 

Divorce. Divorce 1s permitted on the grow1d of 
adultery of the wife. If a lady accepts another husband 
prior to the divorce, then the aggrieved husb::.nd is allo· 
wed compensati0n, and the second husband is retaken 
into the caste after the necessary rituals have been per­
formed. Divorce without sufficient reasons is looked down, 

Funeral Obsequies. All dead bodies are buried, 
Fatiha takes phce on the third day. Afterwards the 
caste people and poor people are served with food. The 
mourning period (Gami) continues upto one and a 
,,quarter month. Later 'P,1g' ceremony may take place• 
Fatiha is also recited on the 10th, zoth and the 40th 
days• 

Ed11catio11c1l Facilities. All sch()ols arc open to the 
children- Poverty and illiteracy of the parents have 
checked the educational progress. Religious education 
is imparted to them by Maulvis or Mullas• Girls generally 
receive their education at h01~1c, There are no separate 
schools of this caste. Religious education, of course, is 
arranged by the community itself. About one-tenth of 
the total population is literate. Government should open 
more school~- They like the idea of compulscry primary 
education. 

lflherita11ce and S11ccessio11• Sons slrnre equally in the 
property of the father. Generally c)aughter has ~o right 
in the property so long as a son 1s there, but in some 
localities she receives one-fourth share. In the absence of 
a. son this right is enjoyed by the daughter. This shows 
the effect of Hindu Law on the legal status of daughters. 
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Financial Position. The annual income, which is 
Rs. 3~0{- per family, is not sufficient to meet the needs of 
the family. Fifty per cent of the people are under debt. 
Unemployment, marriage and extravagance are mainly 
responsible for this indebtedness. They live in ordinary 
houses in one part of the town (or village) or away from 
it. They cannot live amidst vegetarians. 
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KHATIK 

Origin. This caste has come of Khatvarn Kshattriya, 
hence Khatik is the misnomer of Khatvam-Khatik Raja, 
the originator of this caste, belonged to Yaduyansha. Some 
say that Kachhi Rajputs are responsible for their origin. 
They are so named after their profession-preparation of 
meat and selling of the same. They have been living in 
Rajasthan since long. 

Ooc11patio11s. Their profession consists in cutting of 
wood, selling of kachha skins and preparation of kambals 
(blankets) out of desi wool. Moreover, they sell meat also. 
Service and agriculture are additional occupations. Remo­
ving of dead anirr.als is prohibited. Training is received at 
home. Education will improve the profession. 

Religion. Because they belong to Hindu religion, 
they dso worship Hindu gods. They swear by cow, Ganga­
ji and Bhagwan. Hindu festivals, like Diwali, Holi, Daschra, 
Rakshabandhan are observed as in other castes. The places 
of pilgrimage are: Badrinarain, Hardwar, Kasbi, Pushkar,. 
Chitrakoot and Dwarkapuri. Gurus differ from locality 
to locality. Two important gurus are: Shree Permanandji 
of Udaipur and Kalyan Bhartiji of Kishangarh. Purnima,. 
Ekadashi and Arna was are holi tithies on which fast may be 
kept. During the menstrual flow for three days, ladies 
neither touch; ny one nor prepare food. 

Social Ft1cilities. People of this caste neither drink 
the water nor take the food touched by Dhobi, Dakot,. 
Sansari, Khangar, Mehar, Koli, Jatava, Teli? Mogia and 
Chamar. The exception is with regard to RaJputs, Brah­
mins, Vaishyas, Kumhar, l\[ali, Mahajans and others. This 
custom is practised even at present. They eat and _d~css 
ordinar]y. One who kills and eats ~~e m~at_of proh1b1ted 
animals or breaks the abo\·e trad1tton ts ltable to be ex-
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communicated. The membership of the p1nchayat is opened 
to selected families only. The cases of kidnapping, can­
cellation of betrothal, ex-communication and the like are 
dealt with by the panchayat. Smoking, drinking and meat 
taking is traditionally allO\ved. The meat of the following 
cannot be taken : tindodi, mor, billi, gaya, kutta, bandar, 
gadha, charas, bhains, pada and bail. Parda in its strict 
sense, is not observed. They do not suffer from other 
disabilities at the hands of savarna Hindus except in the 
ma!ter of inter-dir.ing. 

Cere,no11ies 011 the Birth of Children. Some observe 
Athmasa ceremony. The expectant mother wears new 
bangles and clothes and a feast may be organised. The 
Brahmin names the child and prep:i.rcs the horoscope. The 
period of pollution continue:, upto one and a quarter 
month. After this Suraj Pujan and Jalava Puj:111 take place 
and village servants, such as dai, dhobi, nai, etc. may be 
given ghaghra and anchali (orhani). B1tashas are also 
distributed. 

Adoptions. Near relations arc given preference over 
others. The boy must be of the same gotra. Th.e son-in­
law can live with tbe father-in-law. The panchcs alonO' 
with other caste people must be given a fe1st ; cocon~ 
and b,lfashcts arc also distributed. Unless these things are 
done adoption may not have the legal sanction. 

Marrit1ge. At the tin:e of betrothal ceremonies like 
l!,od bharana, tika kar_a1Ja, charhava charha11a, etc. are per­
formed. Relations of tather and mother upto three degrees 
arc excluded. The system of bride price is prevalent but 
tika ceremony is not generally performed. A girl cannot 
remain unmarried. The marriageable age of boys and girls 
is 14 and 10 years respectively. The marriage cc.remony 
is performed by the village g11m. Dowry is also given. 
Three feasts for the baratis (marriage party) are arranged, 
which may cost about Rs. 600.-. Mostly people have to 
borrow. Widow marriage (nata) is allowed. This riO'ht 
in the case of a minor widow, is enjoyed by the par:nt;. 
Gauna takes place after two years of the marriage. Married 
:;;isters and daughters are invited on the marriage and festi• 
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val occasions, but tht.y come themselves on the occasion 
<>f deaths etc. Polygamy is permitted but polyandry is 
prohibited. A man can have upto 5 wives if the earliers 
.a_re barren. People, on the whole, do not favour this prac­
tice. 

Divorce. It is allowed only on the ground of adul­
tery or any other substantial reason. In certain localities 
this is not permitted, i. e., a wife cannot desert a husband 
till he is living ; but in other places it may take place and 
in this case compensation is given to the aggrieved husband 
by the new one. 

Fumnt! Obseq11ies. Children upto tl~e age of tv:o years 
arc buried and rest are cremated. Pi11d-dc111 is 11ot prevalent. 
Mundan takes place on the 9th day, and food is served 
twice, i. e., on the uth and 12th days; da/-bati on the first 
day and sira puri or laddu-puri on the second day which 
may cost about Rs. 400/-. 'Pag' wearing and immersion cere­
monies take place. This expenditure is incurred out of the 
.annual income. Achui-a, Timahi and Ba.r;1hmasi ceremonies 
.arc performed. 

Educatio11al Facilities. Stud~nts arc interested in 
studies and go to school in increasir.g numbers. Illiteracy 
and poor economic position of the parents have adversely 
affected the education of the wards. The same old 
arrangement prevails. There are no separate schools for 
girls. There are no separ.i.te schools of this c:1ste. About 
seven per cent of the people arc literate. \!ore schools 
should be opened. They are in favour of compulsory 
primary education. 

Inherita11ce and Succession. Brothers share cqt:.ally in 
the properly of the father. Sister has got no such right 
in the presence of her brother, but on the sweet-will of 
the father a \vill ma'( be created in her favour. In the 
basence of brother, si"ster has got this right. 

Eco11olllic Position. The financial position, on the 
whole is bad. The annual income per family is estimated 
at Rs.' 5 oo/- and unless they take up other professions, or 
are given technical edurnti0a, the financial position will 
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not improve. Nearly twenty per cent of the people are 
unrler debt. The reason is that a large number of people 
depend upon one earner of the bread. They live in ordi­
nary houses but invariably in the centre of the village 
or town. 

Like many other castes, the people of this caste are 
shaved and dressed by barbers, and they can draw water 
from any well. They are allowed entry in the temple and 
dhobies wash their clothes-
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KOLi 

Origin. Kolis are Rajputs. It is said that this is 
the se_venth sub-caste of Rajputs, hence the gotras-hada, 
astont1a and so on are similar to those of the Rajputs. 
'fh_ey . have: been so named because they gave up vege­
tarianism and take meat and wine. So.nc have been the 
old inhabitants of :tvlarwar, others of Chanderi (M. P .) 
and still others of Gwalior. 

Ocmpatio11s. Weaving of cloth is the old occupa­
tion. Now they have taken up agriculture, service, 
carding and trading. Low professions such as that of 
Bhangi, Chamar and Mehtar are prohibited. Training is 
received at home. At present inferior professions are 
disliked by them. Financial help and technical training 
-0_n the part of the Government will develop the profes­
.s10n. 

Religion. They belong to Hindu religion (Vai!,h-
. nava) and hence worship all Hindu gods, specially Satya­
narainji, Thakurji and Rarndeoji. They swear by Ganga­
ij Ramchandraji, Ramdeoji and Thakurji. They observe 
.ail the festivals such as, Daschra, Diwali, Hali, Janmas­
thami and Rakshabandhan according to Hindu traditions. 
The chief centres of pilgrimage are: Badrinarain, Kashi, 
Hardwar, Dwarkapuri, 'Ranodia' and Ramdc~r~ (in J~i­
salmer State of Rajasthan). They have no hv111g chief 
gurtJ. They keep fast on Purnima and 1?,kadas?i. Friday 
is supposed to be the holy day. Ladies neither touch 
nor prepare food for four days during the menses 
period. 

Social Facilities. They can cat food and d~ink watc_r 
served by Brahmin, Mahajan, Dhakar, Gujar, Mina, _ Mal~, 
Kachhi, Luhar, Khati ( carpenter), Kumhar, ~o~ha, ~ur~11, 
Rajput, Bhil, Ahedi and Nai. The restnctlon 1s with 
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regard to Bhangi, Chamar, Jatava, Dhobi, Khatik, Kal­
velia, Mogia, Mehat, Balai, Meghwal, Kasai, Dholi, Mochi,. 
Bhand and Nayak. This is in vogue even at presentr 
They take ordinary food, dress and live like Hindus. Meat 
taking and drinking is common on festival£s and merry­
making days. Meat of peacock, cow and pig is prohibited. 

· Those who break the above tradition or perform an inter­
caste marridge are ex-communicated. The office of pan­
ches in the panchayat is neither hereditary nor permanent. 
Fine ranges according to the type of offence committed 
from Rs. 5 /- to Rs. 100/-. Fines and donations in mar­
riages are the main sources of its income. Drinking,. 
smoking and meat-taking is traditionally allowed. Pardah 
system is prevalent. Though they can sit on the same 
floor, draw water from all the wells and children are 
admitted in the school, yet water and food touched by 
them c:tnnot be taken by savarna caste people and entry in 
the temples is barred. 

CemHonies 011 the birth of children. Athmasa ceremony 
usually takes place but it is not essential. The child is 
n~med by the Brahmin and horoscope is also prepared by 
him. The period of pollution extends to five weeks. 
Suraj Pujan and Jalava ceremonies may or may not 1:ake 
place. 

. Adoptions. The order of preference for adoption is 
fa~ily ~oy, Bhanja, Dohita and son-in-law who can live 
with his father-in-law. Batashas arc distributed to the 
panches and the caste people and sometimes a feast may 
aiso be arranged. The boy sits in the arms of the adopter 
and wears a pagri and is presented a narial. This is obli­
gatory, 

. Marriage. On the occasion of betrothal a Rupee, 
narzal, angocha and sweets are presented to the boy ; and 
cloth and Rs. 22/- to the girl. Relations to the extent of 
three degrees in each case are avoided. Two decades be­
fore about Rs. 40/- were charged as bride price bu~ at 
present it varies between Rs. no/- and Rs. zoo/-. Marriage 
1s Universal. Sarda Act is violated. The girls and boys 
are married when below and in the teens respectively. 
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· P?rohit performs the marriage ceremony. Dowry 1s 
given. Food is served twice or thrice. The marriage 
~xpe~ses vary between Rs. 400/- and Rs. 600/-. They 
invariably take loan for this purpose. Widow marriage 
(nata) is favoured in the case of the minor widow and 
this right primarily goes to the parents of the widow­
Generally gauna takes place after one year- Sisters and 
daughters are sent for on the occasion of marriages and 
festivals but they come of their own accord on the occa­
sion of deaths and adversitv. A man is alJowed second 
wife only when the first ~ife is issucless. Polygamy is 
not liked and ployandry is prohibited. 

Divorce. Divorce is allo,ved on the ground of proov­
ed bad character. If a wife deserts her husband and 
establishes connections with another person, then such a 
person is required to pay either half or full expenses of 
marriage incurred by the former and has to pay a fine to 
the Panchayat. Divorce without sufficient reasons is 
regarded as bad. 

FtJmral Obsequies. Children upto the age of n~ne 
months are buried and rest arc cremated to ashes. Prnd 
Dan is optional. J\iund1.n takes place either on the 9th 
or 11th day. On two days food is served. It may 
co1;1sist of dal-bati, sira-puri or moticho_or-puri a1~d it is 
estimated to cost Rs. 220/-. 'Pag' wcarrng and unmcr­
sion ceremonies are the common features. Half-yearly 
and yearly feasts are ~ivcn by the rich, and poor giYe 
only yearly feasts. 

Educational Facilities- There is no restriction on 
the education of children- Poverty and illiteracy of 
t~e parents and work in agriculture have affected educa­
tion- Girls arc not generally sent to school- There arc 
no separate schools for this caste. About ~ to G _percent_ 
of the people arc literate. They favour the 1dca ot 
compulsory primary education. 

l1Jberita11ce and S11ccessio11. The property of the de­
ceased is shared equally among the various claimants. In 
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the presence of a son daughter has no right. The neat 
relatives have right over the daughter. 

Fi11a11cial Positio11. Their financial condition is unsatis­
factory. The average annual income per family is Rs. 500/­
but it is Rs. 700/- in the case of those who have subsidiary 
occupations also. Khadi promotion will mean their eco­
nomic emancipation. Nearly 90% of the people are in­
debted because of low income and extravagance, marriages 
and festivities. They live in ordinary houses outside the 
village. There are no such restrictions. In urban areas 
this caste is prey to unemployment, which must be 
avoided. 
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MALI 

. Origin. There are two legendary stories of this caste. 
Firstly, when Raja Ram Chandra was being enthroned one 
flowet-owner (FoobJJala) garlanded him, and since then Fool­
wah or 'Mali' caste has come into being and Jenee Mali 
n1eans a man who prepares garlands. Secondly, Lord Shiva 
(Mahadeoji) rubbed his body and from the excreta (,Hal) 
so taken out he created a L\Ia1J to look after his garden, 
.and whom he so badly needed. This man was known as 
~lvfali'. They have been living in Rajasthan for centuries, 

Om,pations. The old profession is gardening and 
gr~wing and selling of vegetables. Subsidiary occupa­
pat10ns include agriculture, service and craft. They dis­
favour the work of chamars, bhangis, mochis and others. 
They like their own profession. Training in truck farming 
will considerably improve the occupation. Training in the 
profession is imparted at home through work. 

Religion. Their religion is Hinduism, They worship 
Hin~u gods. Thakurji, Mataji, Kaliji, Bhaironp, Balaji and 
specially Mahadeoji. They swear by Gang~Jl,. cow and 
other gods. The festivals and the places of pitgnmage are 
the same as in the case of other Hindus. Brahmins are 
their g~rus. They keep fasts on Am:was, Purnima, 
Ekadash1 and Baikunth Ch1udash. Sunday 1s regarded as 
the holy day. The period of pollution in the monthly 
course extends to four days-

~ Social Facilities. They drink water and take f~od 
(Kach~ha as well as Pucca) served by sa~a:na castes, t. e. 
Brahrrnn, Rajput and Vaishya. The proh1b1~ed castes are: 
Bhangi, Chamar, Dhabi, Sansi, Teli, Bhil, ~ina, Nat, . Kah 
Musalman and other inferior ones. Ladies take simple 
vegetarian diet. The offenders of the above tradition are 
ex-communicated. The caste Panchayat consists of rotatory 
members. The cases of unauthorised nata, cruelty to ani-

s 
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mals and traditional offences are dealt with by the pan­
chayat. Fines ranging from Rs. 51/-to Rs. z50,·- may be 
imposed. Smoking is allowed. Drinking and meat-taking is 
banned but people may take them in seclusion and unkno­
wingly. Purdah is observed in the family to the elders, and 
outside the family arena it is conspicuous by its absence. 
They are subjected to only one disability, i. e., savarna 
people do not take kaccha food with them. 

Cere1JJ01:ies on the Birth of Children. Athmasa cere­
mony is performed. The child 1s named by the Pandit 
according to Hindu traditions. The period ot pollution 
continues upto 40 days. Thereafter suraj-pujan and Jalawa 
ceren:ionies are performed. Ladies sing and dance on this 
occas10n. 

Adoptions. Adoption is a common feature. The 
boy ot the same family and of the same gr,tra is given first 
preference.:. 1'he second preftrcnce is eujoyed by Bhanja 
and Dohita. In the end, any boy of the caste can be adop­
ted. Son-in-law can live with the father-i11-law. On the 
occasion of adoption coconuts '.lnd batashas are distri­
buted amongst the Panches and caste people. After the 
presentation of a Ilaria! and placing of tika on the fore­
head 'pag' wearing ceremony takes place, which is essen­
tial. A v:ritten agreement can also be there. 

Marriage. At the time of betrothal Tika and 'God 
Bharna' ceremonies are performed. Batasha or gur is dis­
tributed. There is no need of a written agreement. The 
system of bride price is customary and ranges between Rs. 
100!- and Rs. zoo;-. Blind and crippled may remain unmar­
ried. 1farriages are arranged between the ages of 10 and I 2. 

years. Marriage ceremony is performed by the Brahrnin ac­
cording to Hindu customs and traditions. Dowry is given 
at the time of departure either in cash or in kind, and even 
animals. Food is served twice. The normal expenditure 
of an average marriage comes to Rs. ~oo,'-. Invariably loan 
is taken at the time of marriage. Widow marriage (1tt1ta) 
is permitted. Io the case of a minor widow this right 
is enjoyed by the parents of the widow. Gauna ceremony 
is performl"d after three years of marriage. Daughterl> 
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and_ sisters are invited on the occasion of marriage and 
fest1v~ls and they come then~selves · in adversities. Poly­
gamy is permitted but polyandry Js prohibited. 0,1e per 
cent _of people have more than one wife. Financial consi­
dernt1011 and no issue from the first wife favour polygamy. 

Divorce. As a general rule divorce is not allowed 
but on the ground of proved bad character of wife it is 
permitted. The wife cannot desert her husband, if she 
does, then the compensation is paid by the new husband 
to_ the old one according to the decision of the Panchayat. 
Divorce without sufficient re;lsons is looked down upon. 

F1111eral Obseq11ies. Small children are buried and rest 
cren~ated. Pind Dan is given. The dead body is bathed 
before cremation. Mundan takes place on the nth day. 
Food is served twice, and the qu:tlitv thereof depends upon 
the financial condition of the heirs of the deceased. D.11-
bati on the first (i, e• nth) day and sira-puri or s:ig-puri 
on the second (i. e. 12th) day :ire served. 'Pagri' wearing 
cercmonr is arranged on the 13th day. The remains of 
the dead body are imme1 sed. Not intrequently lcJan is 
taken for funeral obsequies. Half yearly and Barsi feasts 
are given by the rich people only. 

Ed11catio11a/ Facilities. They can freely join any school 
because the taboo of untouchaLlity does not apply to 
them. Poverty and illiteracy of the parents and he~\-Y 
Work of agriculture prevents the \Vards from attending 
the school. It is, of course, difficult for the average man 
to give educ:;ition to his children. Girls arc not gcner:illy 

- educated. There are no separate schools of this caste. 
literacy is below 5 percent. Night schools ca_o pro­
n:otc education in this caste. They fa,-our the idea of 
compulsory primar} educ;:tion. 

l1iherita11ce And S11ccessio11. Brothers share equally in 
the property of the fatl--...er. In case there is no son ~he 
!lear relatives inherit the property. Daughters stand third 
In order of merit for inheriting the property. In so°:1e 
~ocalities daughters inherit if there is no s~m. If a will 
ls created in her favour then the near relatives cannot get 
the property of her father. 
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F i11a11cial Position. The financial position is not satis­
factory. Annual income can only be sufficient to meet the 
expenditure. The annual income per family from old and 
subsidiary occupations, if followed, can l?;O upto Rs. 600/-. 
1'he development of agriculture and creation of new 
avenues of employments will improve their economic con­
dition. A large percentage of the people are under debt. 
Low income and high social and religious expenditures 
are responsible for this state of affairs. Mostly they live 
in ordinary houses constructed in the Yillage. 
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MEHAR 

(!rigi11. This caste has _originated from Rajputs be­
cause its Got,·as, e.g., Saulankl, Panwar, Tanwar Sisodi:1 
Chauhan _and _so on are similar to those of the , Rajputs'. 
Another view 1s that it has come dowc. from Nand Mehar. 
Finally, they arc so named after the profession-reji weaving 
and carrying of load _from. one place to another. They 
have been the old inhabitants of ?\fathura, Bundi and 
Udaipur but some have been living here for ten centu­
ries. 

Ocmpatio11s. W'eaving and carrying of loads arc 
their old occupations. They have now taken up :wricul­
ture, service and other allied works. Inferior profe~sions, 
such as, Chamargiri, Mahtargiri are prohibited and the 
cleaning of used utensils_ is also banned. They ~et trai­
ning at home. They disfavour the work of Kasai also. 
The Government should provide technical education. 

Religio11. They follow Hinduism (vaishnava). Not 
only do they worship all Hindu gods, but also observe 
the same festivals and visit the same centres of pilgrimage. 
The festivals are observed according to Hindu traditions. 
There is no chief ~uru, but some regard Kabir as such. 
They swear by Gangaji, Cow, and other Hindu gods. Fast 
is observed on Amawas and Purnima, the Holy tithies. 
Wednesday and Friday ar~ supposed to be holy days. F~od 
for a period of four days ts not prepared by women dunng 
the menses period. 

Social Fadlities. They can take the food served by 
Brahmin Rajput, Mali, Kumhar, Va1shya and Thakur. Foo<l 
served b~ Chamar Dhobi, Koli, Khatik, Teli, Mina, Bhil, 
Dholi and Musaln{an cannot be used. Similarly the water 
served by the former is drunk by them a_nd n~t of those of 
the latter. They are allowed to use garlic, onion, meat anc' 
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wine. Many of them are vegetarians. The caste Panchayat is 
composed of rotatory members. The cases of nata, ex­
communication, cruelty to prohibited animals and the 
offences of the caste traditions come to the Panch:i.yat for 
awatd. Fines are imposed on offenders. All. the three i. e., 
drinking, smoking and meat-taking are traditionally allowed .. 
The meat of goat, sheep, deer, and sambhar can be used. 
Pardah system is not prevalent. No restriction regarding 
sitting on the same floor, drawing of water and education 
in the school are in practice. Savarna people never use 
food touched by Meh:i.rs. 

Cere1J1011ies in connection 111ith birth of Children. The 
obsenance of athmasa ceremony is optional. New clothes 
and bangles are worn by the expectant mother. Feast 
can also be arranged by the rich- Tne naming ceremony 
is performed traditionally by the village Brahmin- After 
the expiry of the days of pollution, which extends to 40 

days, _sur2.j pujan takes place- Ladies sing songs on this 
occas1on-

Adoptio11s- A boy of the same family or a near rela­
tive is given preference over others. A person of different 
Gotra cannot be adopted. Son-in-law can live with his 
father-in-law. Besides the tika the boy wears the Pa~ri 
and a lhtrial (coconut) is presented to him- Batas/Jas 
are disnibuted and a feast may also be given- The adop­
tion becomes legal after the performance of the aLove 
ceremonies. 

J.'1t1rri, 1_'!,e• On the occasion of betrothal, the boy 
recei ,·cs a coconut and a rupee- After tika clothes and 
ornaments arc presented to the girl. Relations of father 
and mutl~er to the extent of three degrees are excluded• 
The system of bride price is not common. The amount 
r::i.nges between Rs- 100, - and Rs- 200/-. The Sharda Act 
i~ disregarded- Marriage takes place at the will of the 
parents• The ceremony is performed by the Brahmio• 
H::i.wan and Pheras take place, and some money is donated 
to the caste Panchayat- Food is served thrice, which in 
all costs about Rs- 500'-· Very often a loan is essential• 
Widow marriage (oata) is allowed, and in the case of a 
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minor the right is enjoyed by her parents• Gauna takes 
place after one year. Sisters and daughters are invited 
~n festivals, marriages, summers and merry-making occa­
-s10ns but they corr.e of their own accord in adversity. 
Onlv two per cent persons are affected by polygamf 
~)olyandry is prohibited, Strong Financial position or 
1ssue-lessncss of the first wife give risf' to a second 
marriage• Polygamy is disfavoured. 

Divorce, DiYorce generally takes place on the 
ground of proved bad character of the wife or any other 
substantial reason• If a wife deserts her husband and 
chooses a new one, then the Panchayat acts the orna­
ments returned and half the expenses of ;1;irriage pai_d 
!o the t~mne:r l~usband- 1\. fine is .also imposed• If It 
ts not paid by 111111 (new husband) he is sure to be ex­
communicated- Divorce is disfavoured in this caste• 

Fm1eral Obseq11ie.r. Children arc buned. Qther dead 
bodies are cremated- Pind Dan takes place- The dead body, 
before cremation, is shaved and bathed, Relatives are 
clean shaYed on the 9th or nth day. Food is served on 
the nth and 12th days. Feasts way consist of dal-bati, 
nukti, sira-puri, malpua, and sag-puri. .After the second 
feast 'Pagri Wearing' ceremony takes place and tika is 
applied on the foreh~ad of the heir- The re.mains of the 
dead body arc irrmersecl- The expenses of funeral obse­
quies are cstinnted at twice the annual income of the 
family. Half-ycarl} a11d yearly feasts arc also held. 

Ed11ct1tio11a/ Ft1cililil'.r• The boys of this caste were 
free to join any scbool cn:n before,; . the declaration cf un­
touchabilitv as illcrral- Parents did not send them to 
school bec·ausc they hdp them in their work', Edu~ation, 
firstly, meant expenditure and secondly, thcv did not 
realise its importance, Girls do not go to school, There 
are no separate schools ot this caste. Less than 8% of 
the people are literate• Each village ha~ a school• 
Compulsory primary education is favoured by them. 

Inheritance a11d S11cct'ssio11, Sons share equally in the 
property of the father- In case there is no son, the 
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near relative inherits the property• If this near relative 
is not there, then naturally the property is inherited hr 
the daughter. Thus, in the presence of brother and his 
neat relatives, the property cannot go to the daughter. 

Fi11a11cial Positio11. The income per family from old 
and new professions is estimated between Rs. 300/- and 
Rs• 400/- and Rs. 500/- and Rs, 600/- respectively. The 
income generally is not sufficient to meet the expenditure. 
Technical educ;ition and the introduction of improved 
implements may increase the income of the family­
Nearly three-fourths ot the people are under debt. Low 
income, unemF,loyment, social and religious functions are 
responsible tor indebtedness• They live in ordinary 
houses, The houses can be constructed 10 any part of the 
villag..:. 

On account of the keen competition from the mill­
made cloth, tl:e paucity of yarn and their weak financial 
position, the occupation of \Veaving of cloth is waning• 
Hence efforts must be made by the Government either to 
resuscitate the old profession or new occt1pations must be 
created for them• 

--:o:--
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MINA 

Origin. Minas associate themselves with Rajputs. 
Some say. that th.is caste owes .its orig.in to the well­
known Mina, named Jamal- Some are of the opinion 
that the sons and daughters of Hindu Patra11i of Raj:1 
Raghu, began to be called Mina'• Still others aver that 
those Rajputs, who ran away from the battle field, chan­
ged their name into Mina• Finally, it is also claimed 
that th.is caste has originated since the Fish Incarnation 
(Meen or Matsya Avatar)• They are the old inhabitants of 
Rajasthan-

Ocmpatio11s. Service and agriculture are the old 
occupations. Technical work and trading is also done 
by some- Low professions, namely, leather work, clea­
ning of utensils and others, are not onlv disfavoured but 
are also objected to. They prefer agriculture. Training 
is imparted at home. The opening of dcrr:onstrational 
farms and financial assistance will improve agriculture. 

Religio11. They are the follo\1:ers of Sanatan Dharma 
(a branch of Hinduism). They worship Th-1kurji, l\faha­
deoji, l\fataji and so on. They swear by Ram, Bhagwan, 
Cow, Gangaji and l\fataji. They observe all the. Hin~u 
festivals according to Hindu . traditions and ~ehf'.ve in 

and visit, if possible, all ~1ndu . centres of p1lgr1magc. 
The gums of different locahues d(ffe_r and soI?e regar_d 
Brahm.ins as their Guru. The ttthtes on which fast 1s 
observed are: Purnima, Ekadashi and Arna was. Sundays, 
Thursdays and Wednesdays are supposed to ?e holy 
days. Ladies are supposed to be polluted during the 
menses period-

Social Fa,ilities• The water and food touched and 
served by Vaishya, Brahmin, Kshattriya, Mali, Bhil'~ 
Kahar, Gujar, Nai and Sunar can be used• There is 
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restriction with regard to Dhak.ar, Koli, Chamar, Bhangi, 
Dhobi, Tell, Khatic and Balai. This old tradition is hono­
ured even now. The killer of cow and buffalo, the offender 
of the above tradition, the performers of an illegal act and 
inter-caste marriage are liable to be ex-communicated. The 
Panchayat may or may not have permanent and hereditary 
members. All the cases pertaining to the caste are decided 
by the Panchayat. Smoking, drinking and meat-taking is 
traditionally allowed• The meat of buffalo, oxen, cow, 
peacock, dog and cat is prohibited. Pardah system is not 
prevalent, but at times, Ghunghat is drawn out. The 
Savarna castes do not e.i.t kachha or pucca food with them, 
but in some places they can have nashta with them. 
They are free from other restrictions and disabilities. 

Cem11011ies 011 the birth of Childre11. Athmasa and 
other ceremonies are not generally performed. The 
Brahmin names the child and also prepares his/ her horo­
scope. The minimum and maximum number of pollution 
days are 7 and 37 respectively. After the expir,Jtion of 
pollution period, songs are sung and GtJr or Batasha.r are 
distributed. 

Adoptions. The system of adoption is prevalent. 
The boy nn~st ~e of the sam~ gr,tra and must . belong to 
the same tanuly. In certain cases Bhanp, jawai 
and Dohita are not adopted. The son-in-law can live with 
the father-in-law. On this occasion 'Pag' wearincr cere­
mony and the distribution of coconuts and b,llr~·has is 
c~sential, otherwise adoption will not ha vc a legal sanc­
non. 

1."\Iarri{lge. Betrothal is the first step towards marriao-e. 
After tika ceremony gur or batashas arc distri bntcd :nd 
sometimes even a feast is arranged. Relations of father 
and mother upto three degrees are avoided. To the girl is 
preser.ted clothes, swe_et_s and ornaments. Bride price is 
not common. The m1n1mum amount charged for bride 
price is Rs. 27/- only. There is universality of marriage. 
The marriage. depends upon the sweet ~ill of the parents. 
Sharda Act 1s not cared for. Marriage ceremony is 



MINA 75 

performed by the p11rohit according to Hindu customs. 
Dowry is also given. Food is served twice or three 
times. Kacch (Dal-bati) or pucca khana i. e., sira puri, sag­
puri or nukti-puri is served. The average expenditure, 
which exceeds the annual income, comes to about Rs. 
500/-. Widow marriage, i. e., nata is permitted. Gauna 
takes place after one year of the marriage. Sisters and 
daughters are invited on the occasions of marriages and 
festivals, and thev come themselves in summer and in case 
-of adversity. Poiygamy is permitted. It is allowed on the 
ground of continued illness or issuelessness of the first 
,vifo or when the person concerned is a richman. Poly­
.andry is ba1,ned. 

• Divorce. Divorce, in general, is not permitted. It 
1s allowed on the ground of proved bad character of the 
women. The Pancbayat requires the new husband to pay 
a suitable amount of money to the old one, if the wife 
deserts him. If he does not pay, then the wife concerned 
will have to be returned to the old husband. Nata, by 
some, is looked dO\vn upon while others, from the point 
of view of morality, think it is a good system. 

Ed11c(t/io11:1/Faciiities. There has been no restriction on 
the admission of children in the schoc,l. The illiteracy 
and poverty of parents together with the heavy work have 
adverselv affected their eJucation. The old <lfrangcmcnt for 
educatio"n prevails because there arc 1,0 scp:ir:itc schocls 
for this caste. Girls do not go to school. Nearly 5 pa­
cent people arc iitcrate. Mor~ schools in. the rur~l areas 
should be opene<l for promoting cd1:cat1on .. Tlm caS te 
favours the idea of compulsory primary cducat1on. 

Ftmeral Obseq11ies. Children arc buri_cd a_nd elders are 
,cremated. The dead body, before cremation, .:s sh~Ycd and 
bathed. On the ninth <lav 1111mda11 is done. food_ 1s sen-ed 
on the 9th and 12th days. The 111e1111 consists ot the s:une 
as for marriage feasts. Pind-Dan also takes place. ~he 
average expenditure cumc_s to about Rs. ,.,oo;-. _.,\ftcr tika, 
pc1gri wearing ceremony 1s performed. fhc remarns of the 
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dead body are immersed. Annual Shraddha and Bara­
mas1 takes place. Some arrange six-monthly feasts. 

Inheritc111ce a11d s11ccessio11. The heirs share equally in 
the property of the deceased. In case there is no son,.. 
u_nmarried _daughter inherits the property; if she _is mar­
ried the right is enjoyed by the other near relative. A 
boy of the caste can be adopted. 

Fi11a11cial Position. The annual income per family from 
the old occupation is about Rs. 600/-. The income of a 
family with subsidiarv occupations is muc~ !llore. The 
devel~pment of agriculture, on the whole, w1ll 1mprove the 
financial position of this caste. More th;in 50% of the 
people arc under debt. The absence of technical and 
fina_ncial facilities and the extravagance of the people lead 
to indebtedness. They can live in any part of the village 
they like because the taboo of untouchability does not 
apply to them. 

Special Infor11Jalio11. This caste has served the nation 
as a whole because most of them are in the militar 
service. Removal of illiteracy and the introduction of beyt­
ter i rnplements will improve their financial position. 



S. No. 19 App. No. 65. 

MOCHI 

Origin. They are Jingar Kshattriya, but have come 
to be known as Mochis because of their profession. J ingar 
m~ans a man_who prepares saddles (Jins). In _olden days, 
with each RaJput family there used to be a Jingar, who 
supplied dhals, cases of swords and saddles for the horses. 
But with the downfall of the Rajput families and the intro­
duction of better means of warfare the demand for these 
.articles also decreased. In order to keep up their income 
they took up cloth printing, bharavai-ka-kam, patwagiri 
.and mochigiri, i. e., the mending of shoes which at pre­
sent is their principal work. Hence they are know n as 
Mochis. They are the old inhabitants of Marwar. 

Oc~11pations. The old professions were : Jingiri, 
Taw~kg1r1 a~d Chapaigiri. Mending of shoes, as already 
mentioned, 1s now the principal occupation. Repair of 
old s_h?es and handling of kaccha leather (raw skin~) is 
prohibited by the caste. They disfavour low profess10ns. 
They cannot start a hotel or sweet seller's shop because 
other savarna caste people object to it. Leather working 
schools should be started to improve their profession. 

Religion. They belong to Hind~. reli,gion. Th~y 
swear by Cow, Ram, Krishna and Gangap. 1 hey worship 
Hindu gods, visit important Hindu pilgrimages an~ . ob­
ser"."e Hindu festivals according to the curre.i:it . trad1t1011s. 
Shn Ram and Bhat (near Ajmer) are the pnnc1pal_ gurus. 
Gyaras and Purnima are the tithies of fast. Scclus10n du­
ring menstruation is observed. 

Social Facilities. Thev can eat food and drink water 
served by those castes whose service Rajputs accept. They 
~ave no associations with low caste people either. For 
II~ter. dining with them, the punishment is ex-commu­
mcat1on. The caste paochayat, as a rule, has fixed here­
ditary members. The cases of cruelty to animals, nata, ex-
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communication and other matters connected with the caste 
are decided by the panchayat. Fines and donations on the 
occasion of marriages are its main sources of income. 
Smoking and drinking are traditionally allowed. Gene­
rally, the meat of goat is used. Pardah in its strict sense 

- is not prevalent butgh1mghat is drawn out, when necessary.· 
Restrictions with regard to food and water are observed 
by savarna Hindus. The savarna caste people do not sit 
with them. 

Cere111011ies 011 the Birth of Childrm. Athmasa ceremony 
is performed. The expectant mother wears both new ban­
gles and clothes. Feast is also giYen. The Brahrnin names 
the child and prepares the horoscope. The minimum and. 
maximum period of pollution is 9 and 38 days respecti­
vely. Songs are sung, Suraj-Pujan takes place and gur is 
distributed. Some also organise a feast. 

Adoptions. Generally a boy of the family and of the 
same gotra is adopted. The son-in-law can live with the 
father-in-law. After taking permission from the Pan­
chayat, 'pagri-wearing' ceremony is held. Coconuts and 
batashas are distributed. A written agreement is also 
sometimes made. 

Marriage. On the occasion of betrothal tika is placed 
on the:: forehead of the groom. Clothes arc presented to 
both. Laddm are distributed to the caste people and 
wine is also served. Relations upto three degrees are 
avoided. The system of bride price is prevalent but some· 
times it goes to the pocket of Rao Bhat. A sum of Rs. 
60/- can be taken without grudge. Invariably every one 
in this caste gets married. Marriages of bays and girls 
are arranged two or three years earlier than those men­
tioned in the Sarda Act. Marriage ceremony is performed 
by the Pandit according to Hindu rules. Dowry is also 
giveo. Food is served twice or thrice. The average ex­
penditure is estimated at Rs. 500/- which exceeds the 
annual income of the family. Widow marriage (nata) is 
permissible and in the case of a minor widow this right is 
enjoyed by he:1r parents. Gauna takes place after one ytar 
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of the marriage. Sisters and daughters are invited on the 
occasions of marriage and festivals but they may come 
of their own accord in times of adversity. People can 
have two wives but a substantial reason is si11e q11a no11. 
Polyandry is prohibited. 

Divorce. Divorce is allowed for cogent reasons. Bad 
character of the wife the unsuitabilitv of the husband and 
his crippl_eness. It i~ looked down upon. As a general 
rule, a wife cannot desert her husband and go to another, 
if she does this, then the matter is to be decided by the 
Panchavat. The system of divorce is disfavoured. 

F1111ert1! Obseq11ies. Children upto the age of one year 
are buried. Rest of the dead bodies are cremated. Gene­
rally Pi11d Dan is not given. The dead body is neither bath­
ed nor shaved. Mundan of the relatives taKes place on the 
9th or nth day. One or t\vo feasts mar be gin:n. Pucca 
khana may consist of Malpua, Sira-puri, Nukti-puri and 
so on. The expenditure on this cccasion come5 to about 
Rs. 200.

1
- which is placed at 50% of the annual income. 

'Pag Wearing' ceremony takes place. Remains of the dead 
body are also immersed. Yearly (bara-masa) feast must 
be arranged. 

Ed11catio11al Facilities. There were no restrictions 
with regard to the education of children because illiteracy 
prevails. The boys help the father in his work. The old 
system even now prevails. Ladies (girls) do n?t go to 
school. There are no separate schools for tlus caste. 
Only two per cent of the people arc literate. The idea of 
compulsory education has been \Veil received but it must 
be free. 

Inheritance a11d S11ccessiofl. AIi the sons share equally 
in the property of the father. In the absence o~ a son the 
near relatives inherit the property. If there 1s no such 
relative, the property passes on to the girl. 

Financial Position. The financial position is satis­
factory. The annual income per family has been esti~ated 
at about Rs. 500/- which is sufficient to meet the ordu1_ary 
expenses of the family. It is the general and technical 
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education and the establishment of good small scale lea­
ther factories which can enhance their income. Nearly 
25 % of the people are indebted. Low income and the 
rising expenditure due to religious and social ceremonies , 
are responsible for it, They can live in any part of the 
village. 
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MOGIA 

Origi11. The Jaga of this caste told that at one time 
Khunaji was married to a Brahmin girl and the posterity 
of these two came to be known as Mogia. When Laksh­
manji became unconscious by the Shakti Ban, the wind 
was not blowing. There arose, then, the need of P1111kht1 
(fan) and since that time the work of manufacturing of 
buhar-bijani was allotted to this caste, hence they are 
known as 'Bagri Mogia.' Besides Rajasthan (Udaipur and 
Jhalawar) people have also come from Malwa. 

Ocmpatio11. The manufacture of Buhar, Bijani, Cha­
tai and others is their old as well as the present profes­
-sion. The work of Bhangis and Chamars is disfavoured 
by them. The savarna castes object if a hotel or sweet 
seller's shop is started by them. They receive training at 
home from the elders. The establishment of technical 
schools may improve their profession. 

Religion. They are Hindus by religion. They 
worship all the Hindu gods and specially M'l.taji and 
Bhairunji. They swear as the Hindus do. The festivals 
and the places of pilgrimage are also the same, They 
have no chief gum-· On Purnamashi and Saturday fast is 
kept. Other holy tithies and days are , Amawas, Chau­
dash, Deoj and Sunday. During the period of monthly 
.course for four days ladies neither touch others nor do 
they prepare food. 

Social Facilities. They eat the food and drink water 
given by savarna Hindus. The food and water supplied 
by Bhangi, Chamar, Balai, Pinjara and s_o on is prohibit­
ed. Ladies cannot use meat and wrne. The Caste 
Panchayat consists of rotatory members. Any man who 
kills prohibited animals is liable to excommunication. The 
cases of adoption, nata, marriage and others come before 

6 
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the panchayat for decision. Fines arc also imposed on 
those who break the customs and traditions. The money 
so collected may be used for the purchase . of ut_ens_ils; 
which may be used by caste people. Smoking, drinking 
and meat-taking is permitted. The meat of cow, buffalo, 
monkey and pe~cock is prohibited .. Mo~tly goat's meat 
is used. There is no pardah system 1n this caste. These 
people can sit with savarna caste persons, can draw water 
from ~ny well, and can also enter in the temples for 
worship. 

Ceremonies in connection with birth of children. 

The athmasa ceremony is performed only by rich 
persons. Brahm1n is sent for for naming the child who 
also . prepares the horoscope. After the expiry of the 
days of pollution, which extend to 21 days, new bangles 
are wotn, songs are sung and b.1tashas are distrihuted. 

Adoptio11s. For adoption the near relative is giv:en 
preference. If those mentioned in the schedule (Bulletin) 
are not available, then a boy of the caste but of the 
samegotra is adopted. The son-in-law can live with the 
father-in-law. 'Pag wearing' ceremony takes place in the 
pre~ence of panches and caste people ; g11r, batashas or 
narta!s (coconuts) arc distributed and some times a feast 
!S also arnnged by the adopter. A written agreement 
ls not an uncommon feature. 

Afarriage. On the occasion of betrothal five men 
from the groom's side come to the gul's home, who are · 
served with good food and the former provide wine, and 
five seers of gur is also distributed amongst the panches. 
T~e system of bride price is prevalent. Marriage is 
universal.· The marriage is fixed on the sweet-will of the 
parents and invariably the rules of Sharda Act are over­
looke~. The Brahmin p(;'rforms the marriage ceremony 
accor~ng to the Vedic principles. Dowry is given at 
t1:ie time of departure- There can be 200 baratis (mar­
riage party men). The cost of the marriage is estimated 
~t Rs. 500/-. The system of widow remarriage (nata) is 
in vogue. Th.is right, in the case of a minor widow, is 
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enjoyed by her patents. Gauna 1s fixed after one or 
two years of the marriage. Sisters and daughters come 
t~emsel~es in adversity but are sent for on the occasion 
?t. rna_rriagc or festivals. Though polygamy is in vogue, 
It ls disfavoured. Such people are only about 2 per cent. 
Second marriage is allowed after divorce or ill health of 
the first wife. Polyandry is prohibited. 

Divorce. Divorce is allowed on the ground of prov­
ed bad character of the wife. If the ,vite deserts her 
husband and establishes connections with another then 
such person is required to pay the decreed sum to the 
former husband and a minimum fine to the Panchavat. A 
written agreement follows panchayat's decision: This 
S)'Stem is now looked down upon. 

. Ft111eral Obseq,!ies. Grown ups arc cremated. Sma_ll 
children arc buried. Before cremation the dead body 1s 
bathed. Pind Dan is optional. Mundan takes place on 
the '9th or 11th day. Two feasts are genera Uy given. 
Poor persons can serve dal-bati only. The frast entails 
an expenditure of about Rs. 250.'-. On the 13th day Pag 
wearing ceremony takes place and after suitable time ash 
is immersed. In case of ladies clothes are distributed to 
servicemen (Kamdarsj• Annual frast must take place, but 
rich persons can give feast after every three months. 

Ed11catio11 Facilities. In olden days also children 
used to go to schools for studies. Poverty and illiteracy 
of the parents adversely affected the education of the 
children. The same old arran1?,emcnt exists even now. 
Girls are not 1?,iven any education. There are no separate 
schools for this caste. About nvo per· cent of the people 
are literate. Government should arrange for free educa­
tion. Compulsory primary education is favoured. 

Inherita11ce a11tl S11ccession. The property of the de­
ceased is shared equally Ly all the so!1s. In the presence 
of a son or sons or even near relatives daughter cannot 
inherit the property. The father, if he chooses, can create 
a will in her favour. 
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Educational Facilities. The income from old profes­
sion does not go beyond Rs. z ~ o/- per year. Those who 
have other strings to their bows, may have an income 
of Rs. 600/- per year. Nearly 75 % of the people are 
indebted. Poverty, laziness and extravagance on the 
social and religious ceremonies account for indebtedness. 
The people of this caste can live in any part of the village 
they like. 

Special I11for11Jation. The barber shaves them and 
they are a1lowed entry in the temples for darshan and 
worship. they are susceptible to touchability; They 
usually neither take food nor drink water touched by 

anv of the nonsavarna castes. This statement, however, 
seems to be very surprising indeed. 
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AHEDI RAJPUT 

Origi11. The great-grand-fathers of these people kill­
ed a lion in the presence of the present Kotah Darbar, 
who was very much pleased and favoured them with the 
title of Ahedi (Bahadur) Rajput. They have been the old 
inhabitants of Marwar. 

Oce11patio11. The occupation of Abedi R:-tjputs is agri­
culture. They disfavour robbery and other unjust actions. 
Training in agriculture is received by working with the 
elders. 

Re!igio11. They belong to Hinduism and along with 
other gods worship Narsingji specially. They swear by 
Hindu gods and Gangaji. The places of pilgrimage and 
festivals are also_ the same. Tl:.ey have no gum. Monday, 
Thursday and Fnday are regarded as holy days. On Pur­
nima, Ekadashi and Amawas fasts can be kept. Ladies. 
do observe pollution period during monthly course. 

Social Facilities. The food and water touched and 
served by a person of any other caste than those mentioned 
h<:]ow arc not used by Brahmin, Rajputs Malik Vaishya 
Kumhar, Jat, Gujar and Nat. They have a caste Panchayat 
also. The killer of oroh.ibited animals is excommunicated 
but may be readmitted in the caste by the caste Panchayat. 
Smoking, drinking and meat taking is traditionally allo­
wed. The meat of Sambhar, Goat, Pig and Titar (partri­
dge) is permitted. Pardah systt m is conspicuous by its. 
absence. 

Birth a11d Ceremonies. Athmasa ceremony is arranged. 
Brahmin names the child. Period ot pollution extends. 
up to one month. 

Adoptions. The near relatives are adopted. The 
son-in-law can live with the father-in-law. On this occa­
sion bc,tashas are distributed and feast is also givefl. 
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Marriage. After tika, 'God Bl1arna' is essential i;11 
betrothal. The amount of bride price usually charged ~s 
Rs. 60/-. Some may remain unmarried. Sharda Act ts 
disregarded. The Brahmin performs the marriage c~r~­
mony. Dowry is given. Food:Sira-puri or Dal-batt ts 
served twice. The expenditure on feasts come to Rs. 400/­
which is about one-half of the annual income. Widow 
marriage or nata io; prohibited in the caste. Gauna takes 
place after one year. Polygamy is permitted but polyandry 
is prohibited. Sisters and daughters are invited on the 
occasions of festivals and marriage and they come them­
selves in deaths and adversities. 

Divorce. Divorce is not permitted. The question 
of dispute in case of nata does not arise at all. This sys­
tem is looked down upon. 

Funeral Obsequies. Dead bodies, except those of in­
fants, arc burnt. Pind clan takes place. Relatives are 
clean shaved on the 9th day. Food consisting of Sira­
puri or Dal-bati is served to caste people only once and the 
cost thereof comes to about 20% of the annual in­
come. Immersion ccn.:mony is prevalent. On the third 
and 12th da,·s 'Tisra' and 'Nukta' take place and after six 
months, half yearly feast is given. Annual shraddha is 
essential. 

Ed11catio11al F,tcilities. Boys are not sent to school 
by parents. There is no school in the villar•c. Girls are 
given no education. There are no separate s~l10ols of this 
caste. Only 3 % ot the people arc literate. Primary com­
pulsory education is favoured. More Government schools 
should be opened to promote literacy . 

. 1"/Jerita11ce (l!ld SHcce_s.rion: T~e elder brother gets a 
~pcc1al ~hare. Near relatives tnhcrn the property if there 
1s no son. In the absence of the above two male mem­
bers daughter can inherit. 

F!11a11cia/ PoJ·itio11. The annual income per family is 
an~roxim_ately _ Rs. 400 -. Government should develop 
agriculture. Neatly 80% of the people arc undc-r debt. 
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The principal causes are drinking and low income. They 
live 1n the centre ot the viilage. 

Special Characteristics. This is the only c:iste so far 
discussed where the elder brother gets a speci:il share in 
the property of the father and where widow remarriage 
and nata are prohibited. They reaily resemble Rajputs. 
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BHARATPURIA CHAMAR 

Origin. This caste has come out of i\Iinas. 
been named after Bharatpur. They arc the old 
tants of Armoli village of Bbaratpur State. 

It has 
inhabi-

Occupation. Agriculture and construction of houses 
(Rajgir~) are ~he m:tin occupations. They disfavour low 
professions including tho-;e of Chamars. They receive 
training in the family. Training schools should be open­
•cd to improve their professions. 

Religion. Thev arc the followers of Hinduism 
(Vaishnava). The places of pilgrimage and festivals are 
also the same. They have no Gum. They swear by cow 
and gods. All arc regarded a5 holy days except \V'ednesdays 
and Saturdays. They observe fast on Purnima, Ekadashi 
and Pradosh. Ladies do observe the custom of pollution 
during the menstrual-flow period. 

Social F{lcilitir:s. They do not cat food and drink \\·:.1ter 
touched and served bv lo\v castes, such as, Dhobi, 
Cramar, Balai, Dholi, ·Bhangi, I\Iehar an<l Musalman. 
They \Vear ordinary clothes and cat meat. The members 
of tbe caste Panchayat belong to special families and 
pretty nearly all the cases are ~cci_ded b)'. _the Panchayat. 
Drinking smokinn· and meat taking ts tradttrnnally allowed. 
The meat'ofbear ~ambhar and goat is used. Usually pardah 
system is not observed. ·rhe 'only restriction pbced on 
them relates to food and water. 

Birth and Ceremonies. On the first issue Athmasa 
,ceremony is organised. The Brahmin n_ames the child 
and prepares the horoscope. J\ftet tht'. expiry of the days 
of pollution Suraj Pujan is done. 
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Adoptions. Bhanja, Dohita, Janwai (son-in-law) ~nd 
near relatives only can be adopted. Son-1n-law can live 
with the father-m-law in the absence of a son or sons~ 
On this occasion Panchayat dast11r is done and the boy 
goes to the temple. 

Jvfarriage. On the occasion of betrothal '.God­
Bharna' is common and relations upto three degrees are 
excluded. The bride price which is _upto Rs. ,ao/- is 
taken. There is universality of marriage. The Sharda. 
Act is not obeyed. The Brahmin performs the marriage 
ceremony. Dowry is given. Food is served thrice which 
costs about 50% of the annual income. The right of 
11ata in the case of a minor widow is enjoyed by her 
pare1:ts .. Ga':1na takes place after t"."o years. Daughters 
are 1nv1ted 1n marriages and festivals. They come of 
their own accord in adversity and death, Polygamy is 
allowed but polyandry is prohibited. 

Divorce. It is allowed on the ground of proved bad 
character of the wife. Nata in case of living husband is­
not allowed. It is, as a rule, looked down. 

F1111eral Obseq11ies. Ivfilk-sucking children are buried 
and the rest are cremated. People are clean shaved on the 
same day. Pind Dan is given. Food is served twice 
which may cost up to 20% of the annual income of the 
family. The remains of the dead are immersed. Six. 
monthly and yearly feasts are held. 

Ed11catio11al Facilities. Boys go to schools for study 
but illiteracy and poverty stand 1n the way. Girls also· 
go to Government schools. No separate schools how­
ever, for this caste have been opened. Above 10%' of the 
people are literate. Educational scholarships should be 
award~d _by the Government. Compulsory primary 
educat10n 1s favoured. 

lnhn-ita11ce and S11ccessio11. Sons shate equally in the 
property. In case there 1s no son, daughter or daughters. 
inherit the property. 
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Financial Position. It is unsatisfactory. Financial 
position of families with additional occupation is satis­
factory. Majority of persons are indebted. Technical 
education ancf monetary help by the Government can save 
them from the demon of illiteracy. They can live in any 
part of the village. 

Special I1ifor111atio11. There are two special features 
worth mentioning. Firstly, they have no relations with 
other Chamars. Secondly, a wife cannot desert a living 
husband and she is also debarred from establishing a 
11ala. 
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KALVELIA 

Oriain. They tame poisonous and dangerous ani­
mals. They have descended from Kaliwas, the disciple 
of Gorakhnathji. 1fostly they are Khana-ba-dosh, i. e., 
move from place to place. 

Ocmpatio11s. Begging is the old profession. Other 
occupations include agriculture and trade in bamboos. 
Shop of edibles cannot be started by them. They get 
training from elders. They prefer agriculture. 

Re/igio11. They are Hindus . by religion. In ad­
dition to other gods, Bhairunji, Thakurji, Mataji and 
Ramdeoji are worshipped. The festivals and the places 
of pilgrimage are the same. The chief g11m is Kanipavas 
of Jodhpur. Wednesdays and Saturdays are holy days 
for them. They keep fast on Ekadashi, Purnima and 
Amawasya. The period of pollution during monthly 
course is observed. 

Social Facilitif's. The food and water touched and 
served by Bhangi, Chamar, Balai, Bagri and Nayak are 
not consumed by them. Food and water of savarna 
castes arc used. The caste Panchayat has hereditary 
Panches. The cases of 11ata, inter-dining and cruelty to 
animals arc decided by the Panchayat. Fines are imposed 
for breaking customs and traditions. Smoking, drinking 
and mcat-talcing are permitted. The meat of cow, dog, 
cat and peacock is prohibited. Pardah system is not in 
vogue. They cannot touch savarna castes. 

Birth a11d Cere111onics. Some do perform Athm~sa 
ceremony. They go to Brahmin who suggests the name. 
Horoscope is not prepared. The minimum and maximum 
period of pollution ranges between 4 and 15 days res­
pectively. 
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Adoption. In the case of adoptions the near rela­
tives are given preference. The son-in-law can live with 
the father-in-law. Invariably after adoption ceremony 
g"r or batashas are distributed. Feast may or may not be 
given. A written agreement for the purpose may be en­
tered into . 

.i\farriage. Betrothal is the first step for marriage. 
After tika clothes are presented. There can be a written 
agreement al~o. Re!atives upto 4 degrees are excluded. The 
system of bride price is prevalent. A boy on account of 
poverty and unsuitability due to some physical defect, may 
remain unmarried- Marriaoes take place in contravention 
of the provisions of the Sl~arda Act. The Brahmin per­
forms the marriage ceremony. Dowry in the fon~1 of 
clothes, utensils and ornaments is given. The expend1tu~e 
on marriages is estimated at Rs. 300/- which usually JS 

equal to the annual income. The feast may consist of 
Dal-bati, Sira-puri and Nukti-puri. There is no tradition 
of Gauna. Nata is common. Poh-gamy is permitted but 
polyandry is prohibited. Daughters and sisters come 
themselves. 

Divorce. It is allowed on the ground of bad charac­
ter. If a wife deserts a husband and goes to another, then 
the new husband has to pay a fine of Rs. I 50/- to the old 
one. It is generally disfavoured. 

F1111ert1! Obseq11ies. All dead bodies arc cremated. 
Pind Dan is given. The dead body is bathed and 
shaved. Mvndan takes place either on t~1e 3rd or 9t~ 
day. Food is served twice, which may en~rul an _expendi­
ture of Rs. 200/-. 'Pagri Wearing' and m1111crs10n cere­
monies do take place. Some give six-monthly and yearly 
feasts. 

Ed1Jcatio11al Facilities. Boys are not generally sent to 
school for education by parents. Girls are not given any 
education. No separate schools for them have been open­
ed. This is why an insignificant percentage of pc~ple 
are literate. More schools should be opened. The. J dea 
of compulsory primary education is favoured. 
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Inheritance a11d S11ccessio11. All sons share equally in 
~he propeny of the father. The daughter inherits if there 
1s no son. 

Financial Position. The -financial position is unsatis­
factory. The annual income per family is estimated bet­
ween Rs. 300/- and Rs. 400/. The income of families 
with new occupations is more. Additional occupations 
must be followed to improve the income. Fifty per cent 
of the people are indebted. They live in Kuchcha that­
ched houses outside the village. 

Special Informatio11. The chief characteristic of this 
c~ste is that all the dead bodies are buried. Very often 
sisters and daughters come themselves. 
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NAT 

Origin. The definite origin of this caste is not known, 
but Nat (Chamaran) are supposed to have come out of 
'Chama.rs'. They had been living in Rajasthan since antiquity. 

Ocmpatio11. Their old profe[:sion is to show feats 
li~those of circus, viz., 'Bans per Chadhana', 'Rassi per 
Chaina,' 'Kalabaji' etc. Besides Tamasa and Khel Kerna, 
service, agriculture, baja bajana and begging are other 
professions. They like their own profession. The training 
1s given by the elders at home. 

Religion. They are the followers of Hindu religion. 
They worship Hindu gods and swear by them. They 
observe all Hindu festivals and respect all their places of 
pilgrimage. There is no chief gnm. Sisters and daughters 
comf" themselves in adversities but must be invited in 
marriages and festivals. In ri.1cnstruation pollution period 
is restricted to 3 days only. 

Social Ft1cifities. They can take food and drink 
water served by all the castes except Bagri, Dholi, Dhobi 
~ltld Bhangi. 111is old tradition is followed even at pre. 
-:;cot. The caste Panchayat decides cases relating to the 
caste tradition and customs. Smoking, drinking and 
meat taking is allowed. The meat of pig, c1lf and cow 
is prohibited. The taboo of untouchability applies only 
in the case of food and water. Pard,1h is not observed in 
strict sense. 

Cere111011ies mul Birth. Athmasa is <1ptional. The 
Brahmin names the child. The period of pollution is 40 
days. After this period Suraj Pujan takes place. 

Adoptio11s. Bhanja, Dohita, Janwai or near relatiYe 
may be adopted. The son-i~-la-y c~n live wi~h t~e father• 
in-law. On this occasion gm· 1s distributed, wine 1s served 
and songs are sung. Pagri wearing ceremony takes place. 
All these things are essential. 

7 
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M trriage. On the occasion_ of_ betrothal coco~uts 
and batasbas arc distributed and wrne is servrd. Relauons­
up to 4 degrees are excluded. Marriage is se~tled by 
parents. The provisions of Sharda ~ct are dt_sobcyed. 
Marriage is performed by the Brahmtn. Food 1s served 
twice. The expenditure on it comes t_o about Rs. 2._50/­
which approximates 5 0% of the- annu~l income. The rig~t 
of marriao-e of a minor widow vests 111 her parents. Invi­
tation is ;.xtcnded to daughters and sis~ers in marriages.but 
they come th ems el vcs on the occasion of death and aAr­
sities. Polygamy is permitted I.fat polyandry is prohibited. 

Divr;rce. It is permissible on the ground of proved 
bad character. A wife can desert a husband but compen­
sation, say Rs. zoo/-, is paid to the old husband bv the new 
one. 

F;111erat Ob.req11ie.r. In Pachpahar Tahsil all are buried 
and in the remaining Tahsils the general rule is followed. 
The washing of the dead body and Pind Dan may or 
may not be done. .,\fter :Mundan ceremony food is served,. 
which may cost about Rs. zoo,-. This comes to about 50%. 
of the annual income. Pag-wearing and Immersion cere­
monies take place. Annual shraddha is held. 

Educatio11al Facilities. Formerly students were not 
admitted in the school. Now they can join any school. 
Poverty and occupation arc the main hindrances to study. 
Girls do not study. No separate school for this caste is 
available. The percentage of literacy is very insignificant. 
Primary education should be free. Scholarships for higher 
education should be given bv the Government. Com­
pulsory primary education is favoured. 

I11heritm1ce a11d S1.-ccessio11. All brothers share equally. 
Sister has no right of inheritance if brother is alive. 

Financial Position. Income from old occupation is 
about Rs. zooi- but with the new occupations the income­
easily goes up to Rs. 5 oo/-. Income from the old occu­
pation is inelastic. About 2.0% of the people are indeb­
ted. They can live in any part of the village but they 
prefer to live away from it. 
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY 

. I11tt·~cT:1ctio11. !'1, detaile~ study of the origin, occupa-
uon, relig10n, social cond1t1ons, etc., of special castes 
and social groups has disclosed some interesting features. 
Most of the replies to the queries of the questionnaire 
are com~1on and onlv a few arc different. This studv of 
customs, manners etc., of special social groups will not 
be complete unless a comparative study is made to project 
out uniform customs, traditions and practices, on the one 
hand, and special and interesting facts, on the other. 
Such a study will enable us to draw out some bro:id 
conclusions which besides being light-giving can also be 
fruit-bearing. In this comparative study, the pattern of 
discussion of an individual caste has been adopted so 
that the thread may continue and the information can 
easily be assimilated. 

I. Q,.igi11. It is really surprising to note that m:iny of 
the castes are ignorant about their origin. Morco\·er, 
several of them such as B:ilai, Jatim, Kanjar, ?\!char, 
Mina and Mogia could neither even gi\-c tlw meaning 
nor the cause of their caste names. Koli, Mina, Sarbhangi 
and Ahedi owe their origin to Rajputs. Bola, Jatia and 
Raigar trace their origin to Raidas Bhagat. Bagris relate 
themselves to Kaura,'.as and Pandavas. Bhangis allude 
their origin to Bha~1g (an intoxicating shrub) and B~~ncgi's 
wife Bhils assoc1att: themselves to P~irasur..111111 and 
J\fal;adcoji and _Dakot to Sr~anidco. _ J,..ara':as cla!m to be 
Yacfayas. Khat1ks arc a ped1grec ot I-..hat1k Rap. Kal­
velias and Raigars trace their origin to Risl:1-i Kaliwas and 
Raigar respectively. A few of them, ot course, . owe 
their name to the occupat10n they follow, e.,g., Dhob1 for 
washing; Dholi for dhol bajana '.1nd ~asai for. Kassab. 
:Most of these castes, such as, Bagn, Bala1, Bhang1, Dhobi, 
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Dholi Kasai, Koli, Mehar, Mina, Mochi, Mogia, Nat and 
Sarbhangi are the old inhabitants of Rajasthan. latava 
and J atim are the old inhabitants of Math~ra. Bofa and 
J atia belong to Mandugarh and Bharatpuna Ch~mar to 
the Bharatpur State. Kalvelia are Nomads, i.e., Khana­
badosh. 

2. Occtpatio11. The main occupations are agriculture, 
leather work including mending and repair of shoes, 
handi-crafts, trading, begging and service. The principal 
occupation ofDakot, Kalvelia, Dholi and Kanjar is begging. 
Kali, Khatik, Balai and Mehar have been earning their scanty 
livelihood through weaving; J atia, Machi, Bola, Chamar and 
1Iogia manufacture as well as repair boots and shoes. Khatik 
and Bharatpuria chamar engage themselves in tanning work. 
Kasais slaughter animals, specially goats and sell meat. 
Mogia manufacture mats, fans and Buhari (Jhhadu). Nat 
specialise in 'Kalabazi', Tamashana, Baja bajana, singing 
and dancing. Kanjars and Minas are notorious as thieves. 
Jatavas are good masons, Kalvelias deal in small-scale 
itinerant trading, and Dholis arc good 'Bandsmen', i.e., 
Bajewale. It is .not proper to pass on to another section 
without making some general observations about their 
occupations. They are: firstly, the technical knowledge, 
if any, passes on from generation to generation and hence 
in oiden days there was no need for technical institu­
tions. Second}:-·, castes have divided the society into 
water-tight sumpartmcnts and the occupation followed 
~y 01:c is rarely tak~n up by anot~er bi.:c:mse such a prac­
tice 1s irencrally disfavoured. Fmallv, the technique of 
production is old and antic1uated; · hence thcv have 
solicited the assistance of the Government and wi~h that 
technical institutes should now be established and that 
due preference should be giveri to their wards in the 
matter ot admission. 

J. Religion. All the castes surveyed, except Kasai, 
belong t? f:ir:i,d_~ reli~\on an~. cons~quently they take oath 
by Gangap,Shivp,BalaJ1,1fata)l, Bhatronji, Ram Chandraji 
and so on. They obsevc all Hindu festivals such as 
Hali, Di wali, Dasehra, Rakshabandhan and Shiv ratri ancl 
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their places~~ pilgri~1age, namely, Kedarnathji, Badrinathji, 
Dwarkanath)l, Kashi_ and so on are mostly common. In 
the ~hanpur . Tahs1! Chamars are special devotees of 
Matap. Even in their houses one can see a small Kachha 
temple of 'Lal Bai'. Purnimas, Ekadashis and Amawasias 
!lre regarded as holy tithis and fasts mav be kept on them 
but ~radosh has got. a special significance. To B:igris 
DooJ has a greater 1mportanci:-. Generalfr durin_g the 
monthly course period, for three to four c.L{vs ladies are 
regarded as polluted and they, during this period, neither 
touch water nor prepare food. 

K:isais, by religion, are Moharnmcd:ins. Thev wor­
ship Allah and swear by Him and Kor;t,1, They o·bserve 
1\1uslim festivals, viz., Id, Bakra-Id, Id-ul-fitar, Ihra Wafat 
;ind others and regard 1.facca and Madin:i. in .Arab and 
Ajmcr Sharif and Gagron Sharif in India as holy places 
of pilgrimage. On Friday, i.r., the hol}- da~·, they rccit<: 
Koran and worship cnm:isse. They fast in the month ot 
Ramjan. A small section of \\"omen do not obsen-c seg­
regation during the tm:nstruadon period. During this 
period 'Namaz' is prohibited. 

4. Social Conditio11s. Inter-caste dining, in general, 
is uncommon. It is traditionallv allowed Lccwcen certain 
castes and social groups. Amongst these castl.'s, AJ-~edi 
::ind Dakot cbim to be superior bec1ust: the;: :issoctate 
rhcmseh·es with Rajputs and Brahmins n:spL'ctivcly and 
hence they can neither drink water nur ukc.: fnod touched 
and served by other inferior c1~tl'S. Cha11:.1rc- are a spe­
cial group by themselves _becat•se they _han:_ a number of 
sub-castes, such as, B:ila1, Bluntpuru Ch1mar, Bola, 
Jingar :-.Icghwal and 1\lehtar, Jing~r Clunnrs rcg.ird i-~1cm­
sdves superior to Bolas. Bola Ltd1cs \,:ear Jasca ,tnd 1'.ansa 
.ornnmentr.. Barbers do not serve l.hl..tts and banclsrn~n ~o 
10t plav on their bands in their marriages. Dhobis, In 

~crtain "localities, do not wash their clothes. They are 
en dc-nied entry into terr.plcs. Malis pl.ice t hemsclves ev - 1 

in a different (superior) catc~ory.
1 

BhangtsB~re c_>\Vdcst on 
the ladder. It is worth noting t 1at cvc~1 _11a1~31s o r~ot 
take food served by Dholi, Cha.our, B,1la1, Kanpr, :i\log1a, 



104 A COMPARATIVE STUDY 

Sansi, Nat, Kalveli~ ~nd Mehar. Killiug of c~rtain ~nima!s 
and birds is proh1b1ted. The most pronunent 1n this 
category are cow oxen, dog, peacock, swan, parrot and a 
few tamed and dntamed '.lnimals and ~irds .. Those who 
violate these traditions and customs arc either liable to fines 
according to the definite schedules or ex-communication. 
Cbamars are prohibit_cd t? use the meat of Bo_ar (Jang_li 
Sooar) but Bharatpun~ Chamars are an except10n. ~falis 
and Dakot are vegetanans and do not dnnk. Kasa1s are 
prohibited to drink. 'Jh~tka meat' and meat of dea? ani~als 
and other prohibited anm~-als and buds, s~ch as tiger, hon 
elephants, jackal, bat, kite and parrot 1s banned. Our 
survey has revealed tl1:1t every caste has got a caste 
Panchayat which is composed of either hereditary 
or rotqtorv members or both. Some Panchayats elect 
their me1~:bcrs annually. Caste matters, such as, killing of 
prohibited animals, using meat of banned animals and 
birds, crueltv to animals, nata, intcr-d!ning and inter-caste 
marriages a1;d others are decided by tlw Panchayats and 
fines arc imposed which vary qccording to the seriousness 
of the offeuce committed. Kasais have ad hoc Panchrryat. 
In the case nt Nat, Bob and Balai panchayats impose a fine 
of Rs. 40/- and Rs. 500/- respectively. A Bola who 
has killed a prohibited a11in1al is required to pay a fine 
of Rs. 100/-. The; chief source~ of revenue ot a panchayat 
are fines and voluntary donations br caste people on 
ceremonial occasions and arc used by the panchcs either 
for caste frasts or for the purchase of durries utensils and 
other articles to be used by caste people. Bal;i, Bhil, !v1ina 
and ~-f~har du not obscn·e Purdah at all. In other castes 
too 1t ts not strictly observed, except the Kasai communitv 
Wf1Cie wuml'n folk can only move out with Burkas o1~. 
B1ch~wa arc not worn by Malins. Ahedi, Mali, Mina, 
Mog1a_ and Dakot are allowed ~ntry into tempics for 
wors~1p but others have been denied this rio·ht. Dhobi 
Khauk, Kori, Mali and :Mina can sit with Sa,;rna Hindu; 
and can draw water from any well they like. 

5 • Cert monies ~11 Co1111cction 1J1ith the birth of Chilclrm. 
Athmasa ceremony 1s performed by Bhararpuria Chamars 
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in case of firs_t issue; Jatia, Jatav:i, Kanjar, Malis,. 
well-to-do 1fogias, Modus, Balai, Blul, Bola, and Dhobi 
do no~ perf?rn, it. In other castes it is optional. A 
Brahm111 neither names a bhangi clu]d nor prepares the 
horoscore. A Chamar goes to Brahmin for the christening 
of the cluld .. Perhaps you will be glad to know that Kanjars 
name the cluld themselves. In case of Bhils Kalvdias and a 
few subcastcs of Chamars including Kasais 'horoscope is not 
generally prepared. Mullali names a Kasai child. The 
period of pollution after deli ven· varies from caste to 
cas~e. It is shortest for Kanjar and Kah·elia (4 to 5 days), 
Bh1l (9 days) , Mogia (15 to 21 days), Bola and Chamar 
(30 days). In the case of Bagri, Balai, Jatia, ar.d Kan jar 
Suraj and Jalwa pujans arc compulsory, ,i,.·hereas in the 
case of Mali and .Mehar both the ceremonies arc not held. 
For Chamars and Kons the performance of these Pujans 
is optional. Old bangles arc i1wariablr replaced by new 
ones. Chhati is specially organised by Bhils after one 
month. Such ceremonies usually end with distribution of 
G11r or Bt!fasha or, in some cases, a dinner. 

6. .·1duptioN. Only in the absence of a male issue 
adoption is allowed. The usual Drder of prioritr is (i) A 
boy of the same caste and familr with same golra; (ii) .r\ 
boy of the same caste but with a diilercnt gotm; and (iii) 
any boy on the sweet-will of the adopter. A son-in-law 
can also be adopted with his and his father's consent. On 
the occasion of adoption ceremony _t!,11r or bdl,1Sb,1 and 
coconuts arc distnlmted to caste people and a dinner mav 
also be arranged- In the case of Bagris, Bhangis and Dholis 
the rio·ht of sanctioning the adoption vests in the hands of 
panch~~- A ,vr!ttcn a!Srccmcnt to this _effc~t is essci:ti:tl 
m Mogrn, 1foch1 and Cham::a castes, while 111 others, Jt 1s 

optional er not required. A Balai, Dhobi, Jatia, Ka11jar 
and Koli adopted sits in the lap of tbe adopter and Pagri 
wearing ceremony also takes place. The adopted boy of 
Bharatpuria Cham~r must g;o to the temple. ~n the case of 
Kori, 1\fali, Moch1 and :rvlrna the adoptce 1s presented a 
Narial and tika is placed on his forchr•ad. The adopted son 
of a Bola is ~prinkled with the thigh-blood of the adopter~ 
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Finally, 1t 1s interesting to note that Kasais in the matter 
ot adoption are guide?.. by Hindu tr~ditions. . 

7. Marriage. \\, 1th the excep!10~ of Kasa1s b~trothal 
precedes martia_ge. . Ba_!ttshas are d1stnb?ted on this occa­
sion but Moch1es distribute Laddus. T1ka Ceremony and 
'God Bharna' are important ceremonies amo?gst Mali, 
j\,,fogia, .t,.hedi, Mina, Mehar and Bharatpuna Charnar. 
In some castes, a 11aria/, a rupee and clothes arc als_o pre­
sented to the bov. While fixing marriage, rehuons of 
father and mother upto three degrees, amongst Ahedi, 
Bhil, Dhoti, Jatia, Kanjar, Koli, 1:Vfochi and Mina and upto 
f, ,ur degrees amongst I3.1bi, Bola, Chanur, Dakot, Kalvdia, 
Khatik and Nat are avoideJ. Marriage is inv.iri1bly perform­
cJ within teens and in Bhangis, Chamars, Dhobics, Kolis 
and a few others even before the teens. 'flms, Sharda 
.Act is universally violated. Payment of bride pnce is a 
common practice but the amount v1.ries from caste to caste. 
For instance, it is Rs. 30!- for Chamars; Rs. 60 for Ahedies 
and Bhangis; between Rs. 50 and Rs. 60 for Bolas; bet­
ween Rs. 40 and Rs. 400 for Bagris; between Rs. 100 and 
Rs. 200 for Kolis, Mehars and .Mochis; and Rs. 500 for 
Malis andBharacpuri:i Chamars. Bride p,'ice (Dahej) is banned 
amongst Jatavas. i\farriage is usually performed by Brahmin 
but in the case of Bhangis and Khatiks it is Ferformed by 
Rao and vi ll.1gc,!;11r11 rcspl·cti\-e[::. Tn the Bnla and J atia castes 
marn~gc is perfurme<l Ly sun-in-b.w. i\IJ.rriagc expenses 
vary trom caste to caste an<l from marriage to marriarre in 
the s_amL: caste on the quality of the food and the nu~1ber 
of tunes it is served and on the financial p11sition of 
the party concerned. B,lL~r1s serve food 5 times (2. times by 
groon/s father and 3 times by bride's lather), Bola and 
Ch~mar 4 times and Bhangi, Koli, Mali, Mina and Mochi 
2 times only. The minimum marriage expenses are in­
curred b~- N:it which come to Rs. 250 and th-:: nuximum, 
i.e., Rs. 8':° is inc_urrcd by a Bo_la in his son's marriage. 
Daku!, Jatta, KanJar and Khat1k spend Rs. 300 and 
Ahed1, Bhangi, Dhobi, Dholi, Mehar, Mogia, Mochi and 
Chamar spend bt'twcen Rs. 400 and Rs. 600. Both kachha 
foc:,d_, viz Dal-Bati., Dal-choorma, Goshta-roti and Chawal­
._:hi□1 and pucca food, namely, Mitha-puri, Halwa-puri (Sira-
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puri)? Khir-puri and Nukti-puri, etc., are served. For 
n~arr1~ge purpos7s people generally have to borrow. 
Aa'.!dt_, Bluratpana Clumar, D.ikot, Khatik and Nat do 
not_ incur debts because their marriage expenses are 
~?1m~tect tu Le about 50 per cent of their :uurnal income. 
I he tune after wl,id~ gauna ceremony is held depend£ 
upon the ages of bnde and gr"'1111S but it i£ usually 
.arranged after one year of the 111:uriage. However, in the 
case ofBharatpuria ~hamar and Dhobi, the period is 2 years 
:111<l 3 years respcct1vclv. Marriage is universal and dowr_v 
1s ~!so a common feature. Widow 1111rriage is prevalent. 
Bhds, Malis, Ahcdis and few others disfavour it, while 
B?la an~ Bala! regard it as good. The right of n'.nrying a 
mrnor widow 1s usually enjoyed by her parents. Sisters and 
daughters are invited on the occasions of marriage and 
festivals and the\· come of their own accord in deaths and 
adversities. Kal;.clias being Kban:fbadosh, they generally 
come themselves, i.e., extending of invitation is not 
necessary. Polygamy is in vogue, the highest and lowest 
impacts of which are on Bub and Mali respectively . 
. Amongst Bhangis 2% have more than one v:ife, it is 4% 
tor Bhils and 5 % for Chamars. 

In the case of Kasai after distribution of sweets and 
-coconuts clothl'.s arc presented to one another by both the 
parties and thG father of the groom als? presents ~omc 
ornaments. Only real brothers and sisters cannnt be 
warned, and rnarri;t,t!;CS with cou~ins arc \'cry comnh)n. lu 
Jxasai community Kaji pcrfurms the Nik.ii: ccr..i1,~ny. 
Do,~.-r)-, i.e., ShukLtna, in some c.,se~, is g1Ycn. Nrkah 
of J minor widuw is licld after one year. 

DiJJorce. Di,·orcc, as a general ruk, is not permitted 
and people louk clown upon it. I_n the Ahcdi _Caste div_orce 
is prohibited. 1\ wife can be d_1Y'.Jrccd pronded she is of 
an abandoned character, or she 1s 1ssuclcss or for any other 
cogent reason acceptable ~o panches. 0-mongst Cba~nars 
a certificate to that effect 1s prepared 1n the presen~e of 
panchcs; ,vhcrcas in the_ case <?f Mogias a written 
agreement for ~he same 1s essenual: J\. Jata\'a, o~ the 
.occasion of d1 \·orcc, has to tear ills turban beforl: the 
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panches. The right to divorce is denied to woman. If 
she deserts her husband and marries another, then the 
second husband has to pay to the first ~usband com­
pensation either half or equal to the marriage expenses 
incurred by the latter or an amount as fixed by the panches. 
Full marriao-e expenses are paid among Dhobis and Kolis., 
and half m~rriage expenses among :tvlehar and Jatia, and 
in the case of Bhils, Chamars, Khatiks and Malis the amount 
is to be decided by the caste panchayat. A Kanjar pays 
full marriage expenses plus Rs. 75. In the case of Balais 
the compensation vanes from Rs. I 10 to Rs. 300. Not 
. infrequently Panchayat also imposes a fine for itself. 
Nau is universally disfavoured but it is interesting to 

not1; that Bhangis and :tviinas regard it as good. 

F1111rrt,/ Obscq11ies. Sucklings of Kalvelia (9 months 
old), Bharatpuria Chamar, Dakot, Dhobi and Mochi 
( 1 n:ar olcl), Khatik (2. years old), and Bagri children 
of 4 years of age are buried and the rest are crcmatc<l. 
Kalvelia, like Kasais, bury all dead bodies. Kanjars, how­
ever, cremate all dead oodies. The dead hody, before 
raking to the burial ground, is usually clean-shaved, bar.hed 
and wvercd with new cloth. Howc-ver amongst Bolas, 
in certain localities, this is not done. Generally the 
Mundrn ceremony is held either on the 11th or 12.th days. 
Aml)ng Rd.ii and Bharatpuria Chamars it is arranged on 
the same day; in the case of Kalvelia on the 3rd day 
and among Dhobi, Khatik and Mehar on the 9th day. 
Amungsr Kasais Fatiha is recited on the third day and it 
is repeated on the tenth, twentieth and fortieth clays. 
Mourning period is of 40 days. Food is usually served on 
two da\S, i.r., on IIth and 12.th davs. On the former dav 
kachchi khana, namelr, D·1l-chur~a, Dal-bati, ect., and 
?n l:.nrer day, pucca khana, viz., Nukti-puri, Sag puri etc .. 
1s se~ved. ~<?las serve food on the 3rd and 12.th days. In 
certain localities khaoa is served bv Ch.:.mars on four days 
namcl:: on_ 3rd, ~t~1, IIth and 12.th days. 'Pagri wearini 
c~rcn_.01~y _1s tra?1t10nally arra~ged on the 13th day. For 
~ as::us tt ts optional. lmmers1011 ceremony and Shraddha 
1s compulsory. Persons who can afford, organise Timahi 
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and Chhamahi fr.asts also. Pind Dan is generally_ per­
formed. A few Jatias, after one month of delivery, 
arrange Chhati ceremony. The cost of food s~vt'd varies 
from caste to caste and from person to person ~n the sam': 
group. The lowest and highest estimates pertain to Bal_a1 
(Rs. 1 50.) ~nd Khatik Rs. (4oo.) respectively and the ra_t10 
of expenditure to the total annual income of the respective 
castes is 50 per cent and 100 per cent. The expenditure on 
social obsequies of ;\fohar is estimated to be twice the annual 
income of the family, whereas that of the Ahedi it is only 
one-fifth thereof. In the case of remaining castes it varies 
from Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 and the percentage ranges 
between 25 and 50 per cent. A Bola widower can remarry 
after one year. On the occasion of Terhwin (13th day 
feast) Mogias distribute clothes to servicemen. It 
mav be noted that Mochis do not bathe or clean-shave 
the· dead body before taking to burial ground. 

Ed11ctlliou Facilities. Before declaration of untouch­
ability as illegal Bbangi, Bola and Nat children were not 
admitted freely into schools for education, and for the 
remaining castes there were no restrictions. The causes, 
b~sidcs restrictions, include povetty and illiteracy of the 
parents, availability of work at home, paucity of schools 
and work for the children at the home or uutside which 
meant some monetary addition to the slender income of the 
family. Only in one locality, there was a separate school 
for boys and girls of the Bola caste, but due to mala.d-
111.inistration and mismanagement, it has been discontinued 
by the Government. In the city ot J~ala\var there is a 
separate primary school for the 1?hob1 community and 
another for the Bhan~i community but they are not 
facing well. For the cluldren of other castes there are no 
separate schools. Girls arc not given education. Th_e 
percentage of literacy is very insignificant for Bhangi, 
Bhil, Kalvelia,Kanjar and Nat. It is 1 % for D:akot ai:td 
Machi, and 2% for Ahedi, Balai, Dhobi, Jatia and Mogia. 
In the Bagri and Mali community the literal.J' percent~ge 
is J ~d 8 respectively. T!1e highest literacy_ per~ent~ge, ,.ed 
10% 1s among Bharatpuna Chamars, Kas::us, Khauks, an 
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is tavourcd and 
help, direct as 

Mehars. Compulsory p_rimary ed~cation 
night schools are preferre~ .. G°' ernment 
well as indirect is also solicited. 

Inheritance' and Succession. All sons sha~e equally i1~ 
the property of the father. However, Ahed1 and_ Bhang1 
a:ie the only castes where the elder son g?ts a special share 
in the property of the f~ther. Further, It ~ay be noted 
that Kasais have been rnfiuenced by the Hindu Law of 
Inheritance and Succession, but in certain localities, 
daug_hters arc given 0~1e-fo1;1rth shar~ in the pr~perty <~f 

. the tather. In case of inheritance the usual rule is that 1f. 
there is no son, near relatives inherit the property, and in 
their absence daughters share the p~oper~y. In the case ~f 
Kanjars and Minas the daugh_ter 10her1ts the property if 
there is no son. It is the son-rn-law and not the daughter 
who inherits the propertr ~f Balai, Bola ~nd Cham~r. 
There is, however, no restncuon on the creat10n of a will 
in favour of a daughter by the father. 

Financial Position. Financial position of these castes 
on the whole is extremely unsatisfactory. Modus are ~ 
little. better off, but 75 pe_rcent of them are in~ebte<l. 
Judging from the point of view of percentage of indeb­
tedness, it seems that their financial position should be 
satisfactory but if at all it comes out to be true, it is 
primarily due to the austerity in expenditure and not due 
to better annual income. It is important to note that 
annual income of a Kanjar (Rs. 100) is the lowest of all 
estimates. The annual income of Balai, Bola, Charnar, Kasai, 
Kalvelia and Mogia ranges between Rs. 300 and Rs. 400 

and chose of Bagri, Bhangi, Blul, Dhobi, Mehar and 
Ahedi varies from Rs. 200 to Rs. 400. The income of 
Dakot, Jatia, Jatava, Kori, Mali, and Mochi ranges between 
Rs. 400 and Rs. 5 oo and that of Nat and Mina ranges bet­
~veen Rs. 500 and Rs. 600. From the survey it is clear that the 
impact of poverty and consequently of indebtedness has 
been the highest (90% to 100%) on Bola, Bhangi and 
~hamar _and lowest (zo¾ to z~ ¾) on Nat and Khatik. It 
1s 80% In the case of Ahedi, Bagri and Balai and 75 % in 
the case of Bhil, Dhobi, Machi and Mogia. Approximately 
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half of Dholis, Jatavas, Kasais, Kan jars, Minas and Mochis 
are under debt. Bhil, Chamar, Kasai and Kanjar live in 
on~ corner of the village but prefer to live away from it. 
Bhil prefers to construct his kachcha house near a wood. 
~asais cannot live amongst the vegetarians. Ahedi reside 
in the centre of the villao-c Bhano-is arc compeJled to 
live outside the village. Majority of them cannot afford 
p11cca houses and hence the,· live in ordinarv kachcha 
houses. The housing condit.ions, if permitted· to state, 
are far from satisfactory. 

Special Illforll!atio11. Balais have their own barbers and 
bandsmen because neither barbers shave them nor bands­
men pla)- 011 their bands at the time of their nurriagcs. In 
several localiLies dhobis do not \\·ash clothes belonging 
to Charnars and Jatias acd barbers also do not shaYc thi;m. 
However, 1:fogias, a sub-caste of Chamars, ar" an exception. 
The abon: kamd.us serve Dholis as they do the savarna 
Hindus. I'vlinas arc notorious thieves but the\·, like Gor­
khas, prefrr militarv service and thus have · served the 
natjon as a whole. It is indeed surprising to find that the 
ladies of Mogia caste neither take food nor drink the wat~r 
touched bv anv nonsavarna castes. Further, Bharatpur1a 
Chamars ·have· no relations with other sub-castes of 
Chamars and a wife cannot desert a living husband and 
she is also debarred from establishing a nata. Kalveli~s 
bury all dead bodies as Kasais do. In Pachpahar tahsil 
Nats also bury all dead bodies. Kalvelias being khana­
badosh, their daughteJs and sisters come themselves. 
Moreover, it is interesting to note that amongst Nats 
elder son is given a special share in the rroperty of. the 
father. They resemble Rajputs because _w1do~ marriage 
a~d n~ta arc prohibited in this community. F1nally, . the 
frnancia1 position of Koli and Mchar caste~. had speciapy 
become unsatisfactory due to keen compet1t1on from null­
made cloth and paucity of yarn. 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

I11trod11ctio11. The first part of t~s study is factual ~nd 
positive and the second part entitled, 'A Comparative 
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.Study' is analytical in the course of which c~rtain ideas 
occurred to me which I venture to put down in the pages 
that follow. Needless to say that conclusions and sugges­
tions contained therein have been backed by personal field 
~·ork and prolonged thinking and penetrating _interpret~­
t1ons oi the data in hand. May be they have wider apph­
cation than mv 'universe' . 

L Currents and Cross-currents in Untouchability 

It j5 agreed on all hands that untouchability is 
unjust, cniel and inhuman. Nay, it is the greatest obstacle 
to the economic improvement of our country'?en for 
whom we are planning to-day. But not a few are ignorant 
of the extent and intensity of the evil. My study points to two 
conclusions. Firstlv, this custom is not a question of merelv 
the upper and the lower castes, the touchablcs and the 
untouchables, the rich and the poor, but 1t is a very acute 
problem amongst the un_touchablc:s themscl ves, specially 
111 regard to food and marnage. Secondly, even amongst the 
sub-castes of the same group there is a remarkable tinge of 
untouchability. To my mind, the eradication of the ~wo-fold 
untouchability on the part of the social reformers, tn gene­
ra·!, and the Government, in particular, prevalent amongst 
them deserves greater attention. These social g.roups should 
he made to realise through preaching, persuasion and 
propaganda, the prior need of sinking their own differen­
,es of caste consciousness before they can expect to have 
better treatment by those who have kept them depressed 
so far. This, I suppose, is very important. 

2. Occupational Mobility of Castes 

. _ Our enquiry has also revealed that occupational immo­
bd1ty rules supreme amongst these social groups. May 
be, this is due to functional origin of castes. At one 
phce in Shrimadbhagwadgita Lord Krishna remarked 
'Chaturiya Varnam Maya Sharshtam Guukarma Vibhag~ 
shah'. However, the traditional barriers applicable to 
-occupational mobility, as they exist at present, need also 
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-t<? _be broken simultaneously with the evil of untoucha­
bihty. No d<?ubt, a number of such castes have taken up 
other occupat10ns but such examples are few and far bet­
ween. The water-tight caste structures edificed on the 
~ccupational basis, should also be demolished, firstly, by 
_hc:m arnongs~ themselves and s.econdly, by the savarna 

<.:a~te people with Achhuts, the so-called 'Shudras' • In 
this connection_ !t may be pointed out that new employ­
ment opportumties should be created by the Government 
for them so that the old system may break and ground 
m~y b~ prepared for the occupational mobility in its 
widest impact. 

3· Revitalisation of Caste Panchayats 

Our study has brought us to the conclusion that, 
except the Kasais who have ad hoc Panchayat, all the 
castes have permanent Panchayats with hereditary (per~rn­
nent) or rotatory merr:bers or both. With the establish­
ment of a Village Panchayat, caste panchayats, as a matter 
of fact, should be liquidated. In case they have ~o _be 
retained, they should 6e converted into welfare soc1e~1es 
which should take upon themselves the work o_f social, 
moral and economic uplift of the castes to which they 
belong. These societies - can help the Government i_n the 
selection of suitable candidates tor training in particular 
vocations or trades. Their slender sources of revenues 
should be strengthened and, if need be, a srste_m of pro­
gressive contribution on the voluntary basts, rn the first 
instance, should be introduced. The reYenucs, ~s at pre­
sent should not be frittered away on caste feasts but 
sho~ld be utilised for common welfare. Finally, they can 
render invaluable service in removing the curse of un­
touchability. .r\. note of caution will not be out of place 
at this stage. In the transitional period they should $0 
slowly but steadily and vigilantly. The new blood,_ w1th 
educatJOnal and national background, should be rntro­
.duced in the membership. 

8 
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4. Improvement in the Financial Position 

Our survey has revealed that their fyi3:ncial co~di­
tions are far from being s~ttsfactory. In statistical termino­
logy, there is a positive c'?rrelation between e_conomic 
and social uplift. Further, 1t has als~ com~ to ~ght that 
the financial position of, those pe_ople ts o. bit. sat1sfac-tory 
who have a second string to th,,1r bow. Their economic 
position will improve if the technique of pr_oduction ~s 
modernised, if traditional barriers on occupat10nal mobi­
lity are removed and new avenues of employn,ent, 
through the provision of services and introduction of 
new crafts created. 

Majority of the people of these castes are in the 
clutches of indebtedness. lt may be of interest to mention 
tha~ Bhangis are approx_imately cent per ct:nt in debt. 
Besides low income 1t ts due to con:parat1velv heavy 
social, religious and funeral expenses. In other words, 
_unnecessary, unplanned and excessive expenditures, not 
infrequently, compel them to borrow. Increased earnings, 
rationalised expenditure and proper foresight can save 
them from the onslaughts of this hydra-headed n1onster 
of indebtedness. It will not be surprising to find that many 
of the economically backward classes have been born, 
~nd have lived and died in debt. Perhaps, nowhere there 
ls greater need for the establishment and functioning of 
Debt Conciliation Boards than here. 

In addition to better farming societies, technically 
known as Service Co-operatives, Better living Societies are 
essential for their economic and social emancipation. The 
former assist them in augmenting their income from agri­
culture and the latter will decrease the deficits or will 
convert their family b1:1dgets into balanc.!d or surplus 
ones._ !he surplus, being the result of two-fold action, 
that 1s, increased revenues and decreased expenditure, will 
creat~ savings; which may contribute their mite in giving 
a fillip to the Small Savings Drive of our National Govern­
ment. Undoubtedly the caste panchayats, besides betng 
welfare organisations, can very conveniently act as better 



A COMPARATIVE STUDY 115 

living societies. The caste p~nchayats thus can be associa­
ted_ with service co-operatives which are .rine q11a 11011 for 
a~ncultural re-organisation, re-orientation and reconstruc­
tion. 

S· An Oasis in the Desert 

They ar~ always accused as conservative.· But this statement, in my opinion, carries some exceptions. The 
~reva)ence . of the . system of divorce is an apt illustra­
tion in point. Divorce has got its own significance. 
!here c~nnot be t,vo opinions over this statement. That 
.ls why 1n the new Hindu Law Code divorce has been given 
due place. A hushand can divorce his wife on grounds of 
character or for her being issueless or for any other coge1;1t 
reason acceptable to panches. Divorce, therefore, 1s 
not a common practice. Further women-folk have been 
denied this right. l\foreover, this 'practice is looked down 
upon. Finally, if a woman deserts her husband and 
marries another man, then the latter is required to pay 
compensation to the form<."'r husband so that he can meet 
the expenses of remarriage. Thus, in the matter of di­
vorce, it can be said that they are progressive as well as 
socially just. In savarna caste there is no provision ~or 
divorce. Such a ban has been regarded as a great s?cral 
evil and has done an incalculable harm to the Hrndu 
community. The so-called upper classes feel in their 
hearts that such castes and social groups are more just and 
socialistic in their outlook. Consensus of opinion ":as, 
therefore, responsible for incorporation of such a section 
in the new Hindu Law Code. 
6. Prospects 

To sum up, this discussion_ has supp_orted the ~ell 
considered view that the economic and social regenerat10n 
of these castes and soci::11 groups is long over due. Th~re 
are, no doubt, a number of important problems ~h1ch 
are facing them. They may seem dwarfish and tiny to 
the casual observer, but they are greatest in their evil effects 
to them. Are they gettrng all the facilities and oppor­
tunities to which they are entitled ? Are they mentally 
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free ? Are they free in making a c:1oice of vocation, avo­
cation or occupation ? Are they educational_ly advanced ? 
Are they not in the clutches of poverty and 1ndebtedness ? 
Me their housing conditions satisfactory ? Are they ade­
quately clad ? Are they getting a wholesorr.e di~t ? And 
above all, is their standard of living worth calling a stan­
dard ? A long chain of such questions can be put. The 
answer to <ill of them is one and the same-an emphatic 
negative. They are not their problems. Thev are our 
problems. They are the problems of our Government which 
claims to be a socialistic and Welfare State. 

But, beware, 'Ron,c was not built in n day.' The pro• 
blem is a colossal one. The efforts made by our Govern­
ment are commendable and worth emulation by others. 
Efforts are being made to enhance production all-round. 
Technique ot prcduction is being improved upon. New 
a_venues of employment are bein12 created. Social restric­
~10ns are on their last legs. Welfare of backward classes 
1s r_ccei:vi~g due consideration. Compulsory. primary cdu­
c~tlon 1s 1n the process of full implementation. Commu­
nity Development and National Extension Blocks are trying 
to change the face of India. The 'Lal' of 'Moti', the be­
lo".ed leader of Indian youths and the uncle of our 
children, will not rest unless hP has attained to the 
secon~ milestone of our struggle-the social and economic 
ema•c1pat1on of our masses. 
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B:tlleti11 No. 12-Appendix 2 _ 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

AN INQUIRY INTO ORIGIN, CUSTOMS, AVOCATIONS ETC. 
OF SPECIAL SOCIAL GROUPS 

ORIGIN 

1. Origin of the caste. Meaning of the name. 

How has it l>e1.:11 so Mmcd ? 
2. To which place they originally belong ? 

Since when and in which part of Rajasthan have they settled 
down? 

OCCUPATION 

3. What is their original occupation ? 

Which occupations do they now follow ? 
Which occupations have been banned ? 

What is the system of imparting instructions in the occupa­
tion? 

4. Which of the professions they dislike ? 

Which occupations, if they decide to carer, or are objected 
to by other caste fellows ? 

,. How can the system of occupational instruction be im­
proved? 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9· 

Suggest a scheme ? 

RELIGION 

Gods of which religion c,r community are generally wor­
shipped ? By whom they swear ? Which gods are gene­
rally worshipped ? 

What religious and other festivals are observed and what is 
done on rhose days ? 
\'('hat are their chief religious and sacred pilgrimages and 
where are they situated ? 

Who is the chief religious Guru and where does he live ? 
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10. Which tithies in the month and days in the week arc 
regarded as holy days ? On which tithies and days fasts arc 
observed. 

11. Do ladies, during menstruation, observe days of pollution or 
not? 

SOCIAL FACILITIES 

12, Of which castes water served can or cannot be drunk ? Of 
which castes Pakka Khana can or cannot be eaten. In this 
connection what was the old practice ? To what extent it is 
being observed at present ? 

1;. What kind of ideas, food and mode of life are supposed to 
be essential since very old times, the non-observance of 
which may lead t0 ex-communication? To which extent are 
they observed at present ? , 

14. Is there a Panchayat for decisions to be taken on caste 
matters ? If so, do Punches belong to certain specified 
families only or Punches change after some regular inter­
val ? If changes do take place, what is the system of 
selection ? 

15. What kind of matters, since olden times, are being usually 
dealt with by the Caste Panchayat. What different kind~ of 
penalties have been prescribed for different types of defaults ? 
What are the various sources of income for meeting the 
expenses of the Panchayat ? 

16. Is drinking traditionally allowed? What is the practice? 

17. Is smoking traditionally allowed ? What is the practice ? 

18. Is meat taking traditionally allowed ? What is the practice? 
Of\\ hicl, bird, and animals meat is prohibited? 

19. Is Pardah system in vogue ? If so, of what type is obser­
ved in and outside the house i.e. \\ l1ile on walk, in other 
places, pilgrimages and religious centres? 

2.0. How the savarna castes, i.e. Brahmin etc., behaved with 
them, before the declaration of untouchability as a crime by 
the Government of India, in the matters of touchability, of 
sitting on the same mat, of drinking water touched by them, 
of touched Kachcha and Pakka Khan a, of drawing out 
water from the same well, of studying in the same school 
and of entering into and worshipping the god in the temple. 

BIRTH RITUALS 

2.1. Do any ceremonies such as Athmasa, etc., take place be­
fore the birth of child ? If so, what are they ? 
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.z.z. On, the b!rth of th~ child is Brahmin, ~i, or Mulla called 
to name the child, to prepare horoscope or for other 
purposes. 

Who names the child-when and how ? 

.:3. ~hat is the period of pollution in confinement after child­
birth_? What religio~s and social customs are observed at 
the time of 'bathing ceremony ? 

ADOPTION 
24. Is the system of adoption in vogue ? 

.Zj. 

z6. 

.zB. 

33· 

Who can be adopted? C'ln son-in-law, sisters' son, Dohita 
(~), non Gotra boy or non-caste boy be adopted or 
not? 

Does tradition permit to keep son-in-law in the house ? 

Wha~ rcligi?u~ and social customs arc performed for 
adoption ? Which, :rnt of them, arc essential, whose non• 
perform:ince means mcompletc adoption ? 

MARRIAGE 

What rituals arc performed at the time of betrothal ? Is 
written agreement entered into or not ? 
How many degrees of relations are avoided from the side 
of father and mother for the purpose of betrothal or 
marriage ? 

Is there the custom of bride price ? Is it generally looked 
down upon ? Is Tika ceremony in vogue ? What is the 
m1ximum ;1nd minimum amount dem;inded nn this occasion? 
Are some boys and girls forced tll live unmarried for want 

of a suitable match in the caste? 
What is the usual muriageablc age of a hoy or a girl? Is 

Sharda Act followed in practice ? 

Who Brahmin, Kazi or Mulla performs the marriage 
cercir:ony ? Arc Hav.ins, phcras and_ giving of d_owry ~t 
the time of send ulf customary~ Special customs, 1f any, 1a 
the caste in this conncctinn ~houlJ be stared. Before the 
introductiun of Food control huw many feasts were given 
to caste brethren. \Vhat is the usual menu of feasts ? How 
much did an average marriage cost ? What is tl-u: percentage 
of these expenses to the total annual income ? 
Is there the custom of widow remarriage ? ls it regarded 

as good, or looked dcl\vn upon ? 
Who has the right of ghing a _min'.:lr widow in remarriage-­

her parents or the members ot the family of her deceased 
husbaml? 
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,s. 

39· 

40. 
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What is the usual period between the marriage and Gauna 
ceremonies ? 
What are the occasions when daughters and sisters are 

invited or they visit their fathers' places of their own 
accord? 
How many wives can a man have at a time ? What 
percentage of married persons have more than one _wife r 
Is polygamy looked down upon? Under what c1rcum• 
stances anrl subject to which conditions the father of a 
girl can marry her with a person already having one wife ? 
Is Polyandry prevalent ? 

DIVORCE 

Is the system of divorce prevalent ? Under what condi­
tions does divorce usually take place? Can divorce take 
place at will ? 
Hu,v is the separation from a living husband obtained if the 

wife wishes to marry another person ? 
Whether the system of divorce is regarded as good or bad 

by this caste ? 

FUNERAL OBSEQUIES 

4 I. Whether dead bodies are buried or· cremated? U pto what 
age children arc buried ? Is the dead body before cremation 
washed or not ~ Is 'Pind Dan' performed or not ? Whether 
rclativcs arc cleanshaved on the same dav or ninth or tenth 
day? Do .funeral obsequies take place o~ the same day or 
not ? \Vhat was the system of funeral dinners before the en­
forcement of the Food Control Order ? For how manv davs 
dinners ware usually gh·en? What is the usual menu· ~f 
feasts ? What is the percentage of the expenditure incurred 
on an average death feast of the annual income. Is there the 
system of immersion of ashes in the holy river ? In addition 
to the above, any other ceremonies such as Pag bandhai, if 
any, to be mentioned. 

42. \Vhat are the ceremonies performed and when in the year 
following the death of the person ? 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 

43. Before declaration of untouchability as a crime what were 
the facilities for the education of children ? Whether the 
children were admitted in Government or other schools or 
not ? If not, for which of the following reasons : 
(a) Their parents did not send them; 
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(b) School authorities did not admit them; 

(c) Other high caste persons objected to it; or 
(d) for any other reason. 

If parents did not send them to school, then why ? 
(i) Shortage of funds. 
(ii) Provision of employment in the cottage industry. 

UJ 

(iii) Being uneducated they did not understand the impor­
tance of sending their children to school. 
What is the present position ? 
What is the position of girls' education ? 
Are there separate schools for the education of children ? 

~f so, where ? \Vhat is the approximate number of students 
1n these schools ? Are the schools in good numb::r? Arc 
they financed and managed ?-by the Government, by 
the ca!;te donations or any other way. 
\Vhat is the percentage of literate persons ? What was the 

percentage in the last census ? What is the change ? , 
What should be the plan for the promotion of education 
among them ? 
Do they welcome or oppose the introduction of compulsory 

primary education? 

LAWS OF INHERITANCES 

jO, What is the system of inheritance ? 

(a) Is the eldest son entitled to a special share ? 
(b) Is a sister, even when she has a brother, entitled to any 

share in the property? 
(c) \Vho inherits the property in the absence of a male issuc--­

the daughter or a male collateral ? 

p. 

p .. 

FINANCIAL POSITION 

What is their financial position ? What is the annual i1:coi:11e 
of a family carrying on ?id occupation and that of a tam1ly 
following a new occupatton ? 
What is the state of indcbtcndness in this caste ? What is 

the percentage of the indebted people ? What causes can be 
assigned to it ? 
In which type of houses do they_ live ? Is it custo~ar~ and 
essential to live away from the village? Can they ltvc tn the 
village ? 
If there is any other matter that deserves mention, it ought 
to be mentioned here : 



APPENDIX II 

ALPHABETICAL ARRANGEMENT OF 

CASTES 

BULLETIN No. IZ, 

l, Ahedi 41. Hela 
2, Badi 42. Jatav 
3· Badiya 43· Jatia 
4. Bagri 44. Jatim 
5. Begriya 45. Kalvelia 
6. Balai 46. Kamad 
7. Bahoda 47. Kamia 
8. Bambi 48. Kangi 
9· Basod 49· Kanjar 

IO, Bavri 50. Kasai 
11, Bayagi 5 I, Khant 
12, Bedni 52• Khatik 
13. Bhand 53· Khatka 
14. Bhangi 54· Karvai 
1 5. Bharatpuria Chamar 5 5 • Kherua 
16. Bhil 56. Koli 
17. Bhil (Dholi) 5 7· Kuchhbanda 
I 8, Bola 5 8. Mali 
19. Bola (Chamar) 59• Mehar 
20, Busta 60. Meghwal (Cha.mar) 
2 I, Chamar 61. Mehtar 
22. Chandal 62. Mehtar (Chamar) 
23. Chamta 63. :Merat 
24. Chirad 64. Min.t 
25. Chungar 65. Mochi 
26. Dakot 66. Mogia 
27. Damia (Bhangios) 67. Nat 
28. Dhandh1 68. N:1.yak 
29. Dhankiya <:.9. Nomadi 
30. Dhed 70. Ondhiya 
31. Dhobi 71. Pasi 
32. Dholi 72. Raigar 
33. Disantri 73- Rawal 
34. Dom 74. Rawat 
3 5. Dubgar 75. Sansi 
36. Gancha 76. Sarbhangi 
n- Ganch (Mehtar) 77. Sangod 
38. Ganvria 78. Saua 
39· Garoda 79· Sehar 
40. Garsia Bo. Thori 



APPENDIX III 

Instructions to the Tahsildar in connection with 

Bulletin No. 1 z. 

(1)_ Kif!dly ~~epare a serial list of the castes mentioned in 
Appendix (1., U1hab1t1ng the villages of the Tahsil and start the work 
after marking olf the main castes. The aforesaid list may be seat 
to the Collector who will forward it to me. 

( z) you should send for two important persons of the village, 
·say :t-.~ukhu1a or the Patel and apprise them of the purpose of this 
.enquiry. In this connection I refer you to the circular of the Census 
Department of the Government of Rajasthan which is attached with 
Bulletin No. 1 z. But the purpose can be thus expressed in a nut­
shell:-

"This enquiry is being conducted by the Government of Ind.ta, 
through the St:ite Government, under section 340 of the Constitution 
with a view to knowing the condition and ditliculties of the back­
ward and scheduled caste~ so that a plan for thtir amelioration may 
be framed. Hence, it is for their benefit and uplift." 

(3) They should also be told that they should answer the 
<]Ueries correctly so that the results of the enquiry m:iy be correct. 
For recording the information half quire note-books will be supplied 
by the Collector. The clerk concerned in the Tahsil sould enter 
answers to the queries pertaining to a caste on separate pages accor• 
ding to their serial order. Complete answer~ to queries received 
from the first man rnterviewed should be recorded, then the second 
man should be ~uestioned and if he gives any ad,litional information 
to anv of the queries, the same should be recorded at the relevant 
place: Thi, procedure is to be followed for every caste. 

(4) If the selected perso1:1 is unable _to furnish complete infor­
mauon at a time he may be given some time, say, three days, after 
which he must s

1

upply the desired information. 
( s) The clerk concerned. should write the information legibly 

and clearly so that the preparation of the Report may not take much 
time. 

(6) When sending the !nformation kindly arrange the note• 
books serialiy in accordance with the order of the castes. 

(
7

) Answers to the queries should be written in dear ana good 
Hindi. Local language should be avoided as far as possible as this 
may delay the preparation of the Report. 
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(8) An important point e..i:ists in the case of those castes which 
have sub-castes. For example, see castes Nos. s, 10, so, S4 and s 6 
of Appendix A. By reading these it clearly appears that though the 
main caste is Chamar the sub-castes are Meghwal, Bharatpuriya 
Chamar, Mehtar and Bola. In the above cases kindly furnish full 
information about the Chamars, but write 'ditto' under those queries 
of the sub-castes the answers to which arc the same as those of the 
main-caste. If any special information is received regarding a sub­
caste it should be recorded on the relevant 9uery-page of the sub­
caste. 

(9) Your attention is drawn to query No. 54 of Bulletin No. 12.. 

If there is anv useful information about a caste, not covered by the 
qustionnaire, it may kindly be arecorded here. 

(10) This work should be given priority as it is Yery urgent 
and important. Answers to the 9uerics should be correct, detailed 
and representative. \~'ith a view to reducing the time taken in this 
work, it may be distributed among 4 or more clerks. 

For example, if there are 12. main castes in your Tchsil each 
clerk may be asked to collect information about 3 castes. This 
information should be collected by the 15th November, as this is 
the maximum time-limit granted for the work. 

It is hoped that the aboye hints will help you in executing the 
work efficiently aod expeditiously. 

Thanks. 



Seda! 
Number 

l • 

2. 

3. 
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5. 
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9· 

APPENDIX IV 

AREA AND POPULATION OF DIFFERENT 

TAHSILS OF 

JHALAWAR DISTRICT 

Name of Area in Total 
Tahsil sq. miles Population 

1961 Census 

Aklera 2 39 5°,79 2 

Bakan1 220 46,; l 2 

Dag 2 5 l 42,350 
Gangdhar 188 37,121 

J halrapatan 2 59 4 ~, 5 3o 

Khanpur 317 68,975 

Manohar Thana 237 50,485 

Pachpahar 181 34,932 
Pirawa 2 5 l 76,619 

Towns 

J Jhalawar Teh 14,637 

Jhalrapatan 
9,u6 2 Jhalrapatam 

3 Bhawani Mandi 7,240 

4 Sunel Teh Pirawa 6.5 26 

--



APPENDIX V 

GLOSSARY 

A,hh11ta-An untouchabk: pollution ceremony. 
Ama1va1-The last day of Ktishna Pakchha. 
Anchali-Vide Orhani 
Ans11 P,uhhai-An appointed day after death when daughters­

are presented clothes by the Head of the family. 

Athma1a-A ceremony organised after completing eight months-
of pregnancy. 

Balaji- Mahabir or Hanuman. 
Bata1a-A hollow sweet prepared out of sugar. 
B.rtaki-Basket; Dalia. 

Bhaironji-A god. 

Bhang-An intoxicating shrub. 
Bi.hh11wa-A Kansa or silver ornament which is worn in foot 

fingers. 
&hari-Jharhu. 
Cbhath111a1a-A six-monthly feast organised after death. 
Da1toor-Custom (Riti-riwaj) 
Dhol-A kind of big drum. 
Ek.t'lda1hi-The Eleventh day of Krishna and Shukla Pakchha. 
Fatiha-Recitation at the grave by Mohammedans after death. 
Gauna Ceremony-A ceremony held after marriage. 

Gbun;ghat-A veil to cover the face. 
Gode Bharna-Presentation of rupee, narial, sweets, cloth and 

ornaments on the occasion of betrothal. 

Gotra-A 'name' by which castes and sub-castes associate their 
origin. 

Gyara1- Ekadashi. 

Jamai-Daughters' Husband. 
Jetn-Saddle. 
Jbatka-Killing an animal or bird by one stroke of sword or 

knife. 
Kach,ha Khana-lt consists of Dal-roti, Dal-bati, Goshta-roti, or 

Chawal-chini. 
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Lag11n-Tika Ceremony 

Lah11ga-Indian Petty-Coat; Lungra; Ghaghara 
Lrmgri-Orhani or Anchali. 
Mot,y'i-Goddess 
M1111da11-Sh · h av1ng t e head clean after death. 
N arial-Coconu t. 

Nata-To keep a widow or a married wife of another; 
Dharauna. 

Nikah-Recitation br Mulla at the time of marriage. 
Nukti-A sweetmeat (Bundi) 

Orha11i-Anchali, i.e., a piece of cloth used by Hindu ladies to 
cover the head and upper portion of the body. 

Pag-Pagri (Safa) or turban. 
Phera-To take rounds of the sacred fire at the time of marrhge 

(Bhan war) 

Pind Da11-0ffering of kneaded flour balls at the time of death. 
Pakka Kh;no-It consists of Sag-Puri Mithai-puri, Nukti or 

Laddu-Puri, Khir-Pur1, or Halwa-Puri and so on. 

Prdav-A meet preparation. 
Po11kha-Bijana Fan. 

P11r11i111a-The full moon day of Shukla Paksha. 
Rokshobandha,1-A Hindu festival; Rakhi. 
Sagai-Betrothal. 

Sal111a.ra-A ceremony organised after completing seven months 
of pregnancy. 

Sa111arna-The three upper classes of Hindus: Brahmin, 
Kshattriya and Yaish. 

Shradha-The annual feast to commemorate death. 

Shravani-Rakhi or Rakshabandhan. 
Sira-Halwa. 
Tika-Placing of Haldi or Roli Achhat at the time of Lagun. 
Tin Masha-A feast organised after three months of death. 
Tithi-Astronomical date. 
Zobbob-Killing an animal or bird slowly by rubbing a sword 

or knife on the neck. 
Zarda-An yellow sweet preparation of rice. 
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