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BY J. E. B. HILL, M.P. 
Report of a lecture delivered at a meeting of the Royal Central ~sian Socie~y on 

Wednesday, December II, 1957, Sir Hugh Dow, G.C.I.E., K.C.S.I., m th~ chair . . 
The C~AIRMAN: It is my pleasure to introduce the lecturer, ~fr. John Hill, who_ 1s 

Conservative Member of Parliament for South Norfolk. Mr. Hill has a long acquain
tance with the East. He did a considerable journey there shortly after coming ~own 
from Oxford. During the last war he served with distinction in the Royal Artillery. 
In 1956 he went back to China. It is of the latter journey and what he saw then that 
he is going to talk today, and show you the film he then milde. 
: I understand that later still, Mr. H ill went to · Formosa and Japan, an~ perhaps 
we may hope that on a future occasion he will be able to tell us about that Journey. 

Y 0~ do me great honour in asking me to speak to this very learned 
Society. Most of you know infinitely more about the Far East, and 
probably China, than I, and I am afraid that today you may find 

that you have given up a large lunch for some rather light fare now. I am 
not going to give a lecture. I have a film to show you, but before doing so I 
think it might be :vorth giving you a few remarks about the backgr~m~d. 

>,"' 

In 1956_1 went ma group of Members of Parliament who were mv1ted 
by the Pekmg Government. The only odd thing about it for me was that 
I was one of the first Conservatives to go there-that is to say, one ?f the 
first supporters of the British Government. I had been in China in 1935, 
when I went from Hong Kong overland to Changsha, later down the 
Yangtse to Hankow, and overland to Peking. Although I was only there 
as a rather rough tourist I got certain sight of the place, which I found 
useful when I went back last year. I was able to see some of the contrasts 
wh!ch had come about in the last twenty years and, more particularly, since 
Chma became a Communist nation. 
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Although my main interest there was agriculture, as you will se~ from 
the film, you have had a detailed lecture on agriculture in China rn the 
last twelve months, and there is no time to go into agricultural detail today. 
Therefore, I thought that it might be most useful if I mentioned one or two 
points of contrast. . 

The fact that struck me most forcibly was that on entering Chma I 
entere_d a_ country. On my previous visit I had had a feeling that I wa~ _at 
large m, if not a continent, at any rate a sub-continent. On my last _viSit, 
howev~r, I had a feeling of being in a united country, under a smgle 
authonty. 

I can give you _one small example. Although all the currency is still in 
notes-and there 1s no silver dollar-the notes run everywhere. You do 
not_ have the ~ppalling confusion of masses of different local bank no~es 
which are valid only in a few provinces which was one of the earlier 
difficulties. ' 

You h_ave a feeling of a country coming together, partly as _a result of 
the cessation of the ~ ar which broke out shortly after I left Chma bef~re, 

.. - wh!;n the Japanese mvaded, and partly the result of modern commumca.... cH .. 4' . ~. 
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tions. A railway was being built between Canton and Changsha on my 
first visit. Now it is complete from Canton to Peking direct, .over the new 
bridge at Wuhan: ~ikewise, the whole country has been joined together 
with air commumcatJ.ons, and there are many more roads. 

Conversely, one feels the enormous power of the central Government. 
That is apparent everywhere; even in the far west of China one was never 
out of range of the voice of Peking, because the spread of wireless a~d 
telecommunications is another remarkable feature. In the film you will 
see loudspeakers, which are capable of giving directions or a sing song, in 
the most unlikely places. Certainly we were rarely out of range of them. 

I was impressed by the authority of the Government. My hosts were 
very charming; they could not have treated a known political opponent 
with !!feater tact and courtesy, in a characteristic Chinese way. None the 
less, f felt all the time the immense authority-withdrawn, but in . the 
offing, and to be used if need be. I also noticed a rigid departmentaliza!Jon, 
characteristic of the Communist set-up. We were the guests of the lnstJ.tute 
of Foreign Affairs, and if one happened-as a photographer-to stray ov~r 
the borderline into the territory of the Army, one found oneself m 
immediate difficulties and having to be rescued by one's hosts. . 

. The effect upon the Chinese seemed to me to be really remarkable, 1Il 

outward appearance. So many of what I had previously taken to be char
acteristics-almost i~eradicable habits-had gone. Things like " squeeze " 
and tipping have disappeared, as have the flies. The only rat I saw was 
moving into the kitchen .of the Peking Hotel. I suppose that was just ill
chance. I had '!ie feeling that the Chinese people had been woken up. 
There is a certam dynamism behind them which the Government have 
inspired. Solemnity is ousting fun. 

The next rema:kable thing was the comparative unobtrusiveness of the 
Chinese Commumst Party. I do not mean that it is not all-powerful; it 
quite obviously is, but it prders to keep in the background. As far as I 
could see, most of the activities were carried on in the name of China, 
thereby having a g~at appeal to the people, and making a deliberate appeal 
to certain classes or sectors of the population, notably youth. There are 
great youth move~ent~ .. _Young people are encouraged by a series of 
sporting and athletic activities. We saw the national ping-pong champion
ship in Hankow and the b~sketball championship somewhere else, and 
also a newsreel of the equivalent of the T.U.C. being addressed and 
being given a pretty tough pep talk, on the lines of "Work harder• for 
your mother country," by a young lady who could not have been more 
than ten years old. She was fairly putting it across them. It was a remark
able film in every respect. 

One had the distinct imp~e~sion that the population was incessantly 
organized into groups of act1vit1es. !t was rather like a parody of school, 
that it is best t~ keep the boys occupied as much of the day as possible; it 
is good for their health ~nd morale. One got that impression when one 
went to a ~arm and saw ei~er a reading class or some other form of group 
activity going on .. They did not seem to have a great deal of leisure or 
privacy and I believe that that is deliberate Gove 1. ' . . fl k rnment po icy. 

The Russian rn uence was mar ed. Not that we saw m,rnv Russian;: ·· · 
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on the whole they were beginning to withdraw from the particular projects 
shown to us, for the reason that their work had largely been done and the 
Chinese .. were able to carry on. .. We '"'.ent to the great steel works at Anshan, rebuilt since �e war 
l�rgel�-�1th the.help of Russian experts. That was also the case with the 
big bnage at Wuhan. One sensed the Russian influence everywhere. There
was the permanent Russian pavilion in Peking, and the one in H�nkow
�howy, splendid buildings-and there were Russian posters of their leaders
m all the schools. Stalin was pretty well everywhere. That was a c?mment
on the de-Stalinization programme which was then supposed to be m for�e.

_There were other odd signs of Soviet influence, even down to the dairyChmese c?ws �re_ milked four times a day at times �hich �ould not be 

tolerated m Bntam, a routine imported from the Soviet_ U mon . . _Tha� seemed to contrast with the quite remarkable ignorance of con
diti??s m �he West. For example, visiting the University one found that 
political science started with Marxist-Leninism, and there was no longer 
a�y time for Aristotle, because the whole thing had become speeded ?P with the great expansion of all forms of education; and there was a qmte 
i:-emarkable ignorance of Western conditions even in the University, which 

formerly had had very close connections with Oxford and Cambridge. 
There are now no other British newspapers than the Daily_ Worker 

and a. rath�r obscure ultra left wing political journal represen�ative of_ no 
�arty m this country, although there were a lot of British techmcal publ�ca
t10ns, such as those on agricultural research. I could see none de��ng 
with the mo�e. hu�ane subjects, still less with anything in the political 
field. My ab1dmg impression was one of an extremely powerful Gov�rn
ment, with complete economic control and one which I think was getting 
a response from the people, although �here are no doubt some grievances 
and a good deal of potential opposition. Such is the power of the Govern-

. ment and the apparatus of control that I feel convinced that the Govern
ment a_re fir�ly in the saddle. Although they may have setbacks, �arti_c
ularly m agriculture, I regard it as well within their power to mamtam 
themselves and bring about the industrialization of China. I would not 
like to estimate how many years it will take because it is so much bound 
up with the agricultural programme but I bave no doubt that they will 
<lo it in the �elatively long run. ' 

The film 1s � .pure travelogue. It is rather slight, and was made un�er
hap�azard c?nd1tions, with a very great shortage of film stock. I apologize
for its techmcal shortcomings. • 

The film was then shown with commentary by Mr. Hill. 
Owing to shortness of tf me there was no opportunity for questions

afterwards. 
The CHAIRMAN: I am sure that you would wish me to thank Mr. Hi!l

on your behalf f?r a �ost interesting and beautiful film, and �lso Jor hrs
own extremely rllummating and informative comments, w_h1ch ;h 

not
leave us much room for asking questions, even if we had the time. . ankyou very much, Mr. Hill. 

(A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Hill by acclamation.)
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