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FOREWORD

I am very glad that a third work of Harirama Tarkavagisa could be
edited by my humble self with a new commentary from the pen of my
teacher Pandit Taranath Nyaya-Tarkatirtha who is in our midst to-day
as one of the Senior Research Fellows of this institution. The manner
in which Harirama has discussed the problem is strikingly original and
justifies his reputation as an astute logician whom Gadadhara
Bhattacharyya accepted as his teacher. The new commentary which
has been written in a lucid style will help the reader in understanding
the difficult text and ascertaining the value and importance of the dialec-
tics which the author has introduced.

It is difficult on my part to express adequate gratitude to the erudite
commentator who is regarded as one of the few front-rank Naiyayikas
of the present generation. The carnestness with which he agreed to
my proposal of writing a commentary evinces his deep interest in literary
pursuits even in these advanced years of his life as also his loving affection
for his students, however humble they might be. And I must conclude
by expressing my sincerest thanks to my pupil Sri Gopikamohan
Bhattacharyya, and Pandit Jagadish Chandra Tarkatirtha of my Publi-
cation Department who have rendered valuable assistance in seeing the
work through the press.

GAURINATH SASTRI
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INTRODUCTION

Indian philosophers in general have classified topics for discussion
under two general heads: pramana and prameya. And they are found to
hold divergent views on both of these two topics. So far as pramdna is
concerned we find the Carvaka believing in the authority of only one
pramana, viz., perception, while the Vedantin recognizes as many as six
pramanas. Excepting the Carvaka all the other schools of Indian philo-
sophers have acknowledged the authority of inference as an instrument
of valid knowledge. It may be that there is difference of opinion with
regard to the naturc of inference among all these diffcrent schools of .
thought. While the Naiyayika admits five-membered syllogism, the
Vedantin puts his faith in three-membered enly. Yet it may be stated
without any fear of contradiction that with the lone exception of the
Carvakas the value and importance of inference as a sourcc of valid
knowledge has not been challenged by any other school of philosophers,
both orthodox and heterodox.

The Carvaka, while decrying the validity of infercnce as an organ of
knowledge, observes that when at the sight of a volume of smoke issu.ng
forth from a hill-top we infer the existence of fire thereon it is either a case
of probability or false ascription and never a case of valid knowledge.
For all the different schools of philosophers who pin their faith on the
authority of inference would declare that inference is drawn on the strength
of the knowledge of invariable concomitance between the probans and the
probandum. That is to say, in case of ascertainment of the existencc of
fire from smoke on a hill-top, we must be sure that smoke is universally
attended by fire. But it is contended by the Carvaka that perceptual
cognition cannot deliver the knowledge of the requisitc concomitance
in view of the obvious fact that perception enables us to discover relation-
ship in such specific cases as present themselves to the senses. Thus
mere observation of co-presence of two terms cannot lead to the knowledge
of universality and necessity of their rclation. In spite of the knowledge
of frequency of co-presence of two terms there is no guarantee whatsoever
that in future, smoke will not exist in the absence of fire. The Carvaka,
therefore, argues that it is impossible to detcrminc the necessary relation
between all individual smokes and all individual fires. Whatever might
be the merit of the arguments of the Carvaka against the acceptance of
inference as an independent source of knowledge, the Buddhist and the
Naiyayika, in particular, concur in recognizing its yalue as a fruitful
instrument of cognition and have taken great pains to counter-act the
criticisms advanced by the Carvaka.

In the present work, which comes from the pen of Harirama Tarka-
vagisa, an illustrious exponent of Neo-logic, we find how the astute logician
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unlike all others belonging to his own school of thought seeks to establish
the claims of inference to be recognized as an independent source of valid
cognition. He starts the discourse by referring to a view which, of course,
it is difficult for us to identify at this distant date, and which would scek
to explain away inference as a case of supersensual perception.

According to that view, as Hariraima records it, the synthetic
judgment ( paramarsa) following upon the remembrance of concomitance
would give rise to a perceptual knowledge of the probandum and not its
inference. In a case of doubt it is observed that the perceptual knowledge
of the property of the pervaded (wydpya-dharma) of any one of the two
extremes gives rise to the perception of that extreme. Thus in the instance,
‘Is it a tree or a human being’, if one perceives the branches, the twigs
and the like, which are determined by the tree-universal, one should have
the perception of the tree. If, however, one perceives the diflerent limbs
of the human organism which are determined by the man-universal one
would perceive the human being. Likewise, if one witncsses smoke
coming out of the hill one should have the perceptual knowledge of fire
as the latter is determined by smoke. It comes to this, thercfore, that
the knowledge of fire is not a case of inference but one of perception. It
may however be objected that the perception of an object is conditioned
by sense-object contact and as the same sense-object contact is not avail-
able in the case under consideration, it would notstand to recason to claim
that the afore-mentioned instance is a case of perceptual knowledge. To
this the obvious reply would be: Yes, surely therc is no sense-object
contact in the above instance and as such it is not an instance of ordinary
perception. . But when the Naiyayika believes in thc authority of percep-
tion springing from supcrsensual contact there cannot be any valid ground
for denying it as a casc of perception of that type. The knowledge of firc
at the sight of smoke may bhe explained as due to the memory-knowledge
of fire resulting from the perception of fire as associated with smoke on
previous occasions.  So when a volume of smoke is scen issuing forth from
a hill-top, fire is presented to the senses through that memory-knowledge.
And such memory-knowledge functioning as the contact, thec so-called
inferential knowledge may be looked upon as a case of super-sensual
perception.

We have scen above how a school of thinkers has sought to reduce
inference to supersensual perception. But it should be pointed out that
there are cases of inference which cannot be explained away by super-
sensual perception. Thus super-sensual contact may be available only
in cases of exclusively affirmative (kevalanvayin) and affirmative-cum-
negative (anvaya-vyatirckin) inference. But in the case of exclusively
negativc inference (kevalavyatirekin) such super-sensual contact is not
available and as such the question of super-sensual perception cannot
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arise. To take an example, ‘The earth is different from others, because
it is determined by the earth-universal’. This is a typical case of kevala-
vyatireki-anumdna since it is exclusively based on negative concomitance.
In this syllogism, earth is the subject of the inference, difference from what
it is not, that is to say, from others (itara-bheda) is the probandum while the
carth-universal is the probans. Now this inference results from a negative
synthetic judgement which would be: Earth is determined by the earth-
universal which is the negatum of ncgation pervading otherness (i.c.,
itaratva). Unlike affirmative synthetic judgment, there is no possibility
of knowing the probandum i.e., difference from others (itara-bheda) in
this negative synthetic judgment. As such the question of super-sensual
contact through memory-knowledge is not possible. To this the re-
joinder will be that though super-sensual contact through jidna-laksana-
sannikarsa cannot yield the perception of the probandum still super-
sensual contact through universals (samanya-laksana-sannikarsa) will enable

us to obtain its perceptual knowledge. ,

Let us explain the point in detail. What has been stated before is
that the probandum viz., itara-bheda being not amcnable to previous
cognition cannot be presented to senses through memory-knowledge, hut
this itara-bheda which is after all a species of bheda may indecd e presented
to the scnses on the strength of the gencric attribute determining it.

To this objection of course Harirama replies that the perception
following in the wake of synthetic knowledge is of the type ‘I infer’ and
not ‘I perccive’. After the emergence of synthetic judgment the content
of which is of the form ‘the hill is possessed of smoke as determined by
fire’, the resultant knowledge (viz., knowledge of fire-on-the-hill) must
be accepted as inferential in character inasmuch as the introspection of
that resultant knowlcedge takes the form ‘I infer’ (aham anuminomi). Thus
the nature of the resultant knowledge is dctermined by introspection.
Hence the inherent difference between the two sources of knowledge,
perception and inference, is attested by the introspection following upon
cach of them.

The opponent may, however, contend that the introspcction as
referred to above does not prove that inference is a distinct type of know-
ledge but what it establishes is only a particular objectivity in the know-
ledge, viz., fire-on-the-hill is of the form of a predicable and nothing more.
But Harirama points out that in order to determine the aforcsaid objecti-
vity which is in the form of a predicable there is no other way but to accept
the knowledge of invariable concomitance etc. as the conditions for the
same. And this, Harirdma thinks, will ultimately lead us to an admission
of the knowledge of invariable concomitance as the source of a type of
valid knowledge. In this context it may be noted that Harirama has
opincd that therc is an identical objectivity (vidheyata) which is common
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to the different kinds of knowledge viz., the super-sensual perception
(which in the opinion of the opponent replaces inference), inference and
verbal knowledge. And in this context he answers an objection, viz., if
objectivity be one identical principle it fails to explain the difference in the
three types of knowledge, by saying that notwithstanding the identity of
objectivity the difference in the knowledges could be traced to the difference
in their respective conditions. For example, it is the knowledge of con-
comitance that determines the character of inference as differing from other
types of knowledge. It is not required of any special form of objectivity
to account for the inferential knowledge as such.

It is worthy of notice, however, that our present commentator has
substantially differed from the view of Harirama on this issuc. He thinks,
and rightly so, that therc are different kinds of objectivity and that the
inherent divergence in the character of objectivity is to be explained by
the respective knowledge-hood, e.g., inference-hood (anumititva) in the
case of inference. Such knowledge-hood as anumititva etc. are, in the
opinion of the commentator, obtainable on the strength of definite Vedic
texts srolavyo mantavyo nididhydsitayyak, etc.

Let us now turn our attention to another contention of the opponent.
He observes that even if inference is admitted for the sake of argument,
yet it may be subsumed under perception as one of its variety in the same
way as ocular perception or tactual perception is regarded as different
species of perceptual knowledge. And hence the source of that kind of
perceptual knowledge would be nothing but a kind of instrument of
perception. But Haririma observes that such a position is opposed to
the deliverence of experience; for if inference were only a type of perception
then in all cases of inference one should have the experience that the same
is perceptual in character which to all intents and purposes is not attested
by the verdict of experience.

The opponent may further contend that if it be assumed for the sake
of argument that agnumititve as an universal is established through intros-
pection, yet the same anumititva may well be regarded as an instance of
super-sensual perception through memory-knowledge. To this Harirama
replies by saying that the opponent seems to be of the opinion that all cases
of inference are cases of super-sensual perception. Now it is admitted on
all hands that where the conditions of inference of any particular object
are present the conditions of perceptual knowledge can only exist provided
the object of the perceptual knowledge is identical in form with the
object of inference. In case the object of inference and the object of
perception are of different forms and not strictly identical in character
the conditions of inference prevail over the conditions of perception with
the result that we have a casc of inferential knowledge and not a percep-
tual one.  As this rulc is admitted by the opponent also he can no longer
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say that cvery case of inferential knowledge can be shown to be a case of
super-sensual perception or, for the matter of that, perception. If, the
conditions of inference under all circumstances would have co-existed
with the conditions of perceptual knowledge then and then only the
position of the opponent would have some justification.

G. SASTRI.



MANUSCRIPT MATERIAL

The present work embodies a critical edition of Harirama Tarka-
lankara-Tarkavagi§a’s Anumiter manasatvavicarah deposited in the Calcutta
Sanskrit College Library. Aufrecht’s Catalogus Catalogorum contains
a list of manuscripts of Harirama’s works and the work has been mentioned
there as Anumitimanasal MM. Dr S. C. Vidyabhusan in his History of
Indian Logic mentions a few of Harirama’s works. But thc present work
of Harirama has not been mentioned by him.

The edtion is based on only one manuscript written in Bengali
character on hand-made paper. The relevant details are as follow :

_ 17
Nyaya No. 143
Substance .. Paper
Size S I x 3
Folios oo 7
Lines .. Eight to a page
Script .. Bengali
Date .. Not mentioned

It is complete and bound up with Pramdnpyavdda of Harirama. It
begins with s TH==Ta 79 | Page-number begins with 48 on the right
margin. The post-colophon occurs as aﬁ%fﬁ-g&:rﬁw arerafa )l All the
pages have *f: writtin on the right margin. Appearance is old.
ﬂﬁfqﬁﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂﬁ', ﬁﬁ’rﬁmﬂﬁ or sometimes ﬂ'iqua‘qﬂ'qaﬂ T s
written on the right margin of each folio. There are occasional corrcc-
tions on the upper and the lower margin. A hole is left in the middle of
the folios for the string to pass. The writings of some of the folios are
slightly faded. Otherwise the writing though small is clearer, neat and
compact. Square blanks are left in the middle. Sometimes paler ink
has been used for erasure. A portion of folio 5 begins with bolder letters.
Reading is fairly correct.

1 Catalogus Catalogorum p. 18, 760.

Cf also, Cataloguc of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Sanskrit College Library,
- Benaras, p. 198,
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