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FOREWORD

[am very glad wo be able to present yet another work of
Mahamahopadhyadya Haritama Tarkavagisa Tackalankdra with an
original commentary from the pen of Pandit Visvabandhu Nyaya-
carya, Lecturer in Nydya in the Tol Department of this college.
The commentary is lucid and has adequately explained the difficule
issues discussed in the text.

We have in contemplation to edit other wortks of Hartrama in
near future.

GAURINATH SASTRI
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INTRODUCTION

‘The discovery of a number of manuscripts of Harirama in the
Sanslrit College Library has been a fresh incentive here to the study
of some of the tnteresting topics of Navya-Nyiya philosophy.
So far as we know Harirdma did not write any commentary on the
Tnttvncintﬁmngi ot Gange$a, Buc there cannot be any doubt that
he was working under the infAuence of the master.

The present brochure discusses one of the most fundamental
points of the Navya-Nyaya school in which it differs from the
Mimidrmsi school. Haririma proposes to examine at the outset the
Mimiassaka view thac the validity of a cognition is apprehended
by the same collocation of causal conditions (samagri) which cnablcs
us t apprehend the cognition itself (jAanagrabakasamagrigrabya)
and ﬁllally explains the Naiyayika view that the validity of a
cognition is not apprehended by the anuvyavaizya which apprehends
the cognition but by something other than the annvyavasaya.

It is, thercfore, necessary for us to see how the Mimamsaka
describes the samagri for the apprehension of a cognition and in chis
context we may take note of the three different schools of Mimamsa.

According to the Pribhikara Mimimsaka, cognition ts self-
lumimous (svaprakaia); the cognizing subject, the object of cognition
and the cognition itself are apprehended ac one and the same
point of time. According to the Bhigta, cognition is not self-
lumious, but it is inferred on the strength of a property, called
cognizedness (jﬁ&tala‘), which 1is p'roduccd in the object through the
cognition. According to Mourarimisra, another Mimarsaka, a
cognition is apprehended by a subsequent cognition known as
anuvyavasiya or introspcction. It 1s worthy of notice here that the
Naiyayika also thinks chat a cognition is apprehended by what he
calls annvyavasiya. But there is a very fundamental point  of
difference between Murarimiéra as an advocate of annvyavasiya and

the Naiyayika as an advocate of anuvyavasaya. The difference between
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the two lies in the fact that while Murarimisra believes that
angvyavasiya apprehends a cognition as well as its validity, the
Naiyayika believes that anuvyavasiya apprehends the cognition only,

but not its validity.

To return to che point. Philosophers of the Nyiya and the
Mimimsa schools have been at variance with one another with
regard to the manner in which the validity (pramanya) of a cognition
is apprehended.  According to a section of philosophers all cognitions
are dubious in nature (sarssaya) and as such it is not possible to
determine the validity (pramanya) or otherwise (a-prﬁmﬁpya) of any
cognition. But this 1s not univcrsally admitted; for there are
philosophers who opine that it is possible to ascertain or apprehend
the validity or otherwise of a cognition. Those whe hold this view
are, however, divided into two main groups: the advocate of the
svatah-pramanya theory and the advocate ol the paratab-pramanya
theory. The former again is divided into three camps the Prabhakara,
the Miéraite and the Bhatta. According to all of these three views,
the validity of a cognition 1s apprehended by the same samagri
(collocation of all causal conditions) as enables us to apprehend  the
cognition itself (jAanagrabakasimagrigribya).

The Prabhakara holds that every cognition being self-luminous
(svaprakasa) by nature, the samagri that produces a cognition not
only enables us to apprehend the cognition itself, but also to
apprehend its validity. It should be borne in mind that by
validity of a cognition we mean ‘tadvati tat-prakarakatva’. To
explain: a cognition is valid (prama) if and only if the property
x appearing as a qualifier (prakara) in that cognition occurs in, ot is
possessed by, ehe object y which appears as the qualificand (visesya)
of that cognition. On a careful analysis, ‘t4dyze tat-prakarakatva’
will resolve 1tself into ‘tadvadvifegya/eatviuaccbinna—tatprakimkawa’.
To be precise, for a cognition to be valid it is also necessary thac the

qualifierness in the property x be delimited by the qualificandness
of the object y which possesses x.
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In the above definition of a valid cognition we have mentioned
three elements as its constituents: —

(1) tadvattva — the property of the qualificand’s  possessing

the qualifier »

(2) visesyakatva+ prakarakatva — qualificandness 4+ qualifierness

(3) avacchinnatva — the relation of delimitation between the

two relational abstracts i. e. qualificandness and
and qualifierness.

Now, it is wellknown that when a cognition is apprehended
such properties of the cognition as cognition-universal (jFanatva) etc.
are apprehended along with it. So we may say that other
properties of the cognition viz., qualifierness, are also apprehended by
the same cognition. In a determinate cognition the qualificand y
appears as qualified by the qualificr ¥ and cthe same feature also
becomes a part of the zlpprchension of such determinate cognition.

Further, in the case of a determinate cognition say, ‘a white
flower’, when the two properties viz., white colour and fowerness, are
apprehended the relacion of co-occurrence between them are also
apprehended provided the situation does  mnot contain  any
definite impediment to it. Similarly, the relation of delimitation
between the qualificandness and the qualifierness is also apprehended
in the apprehension of a cognition which apprehends the two rela-
tional  abstracts, qualificandness and  qualifierness.  Thus the
Prabhiakara argues that whea all che elements consticuting the validicy
of a cognition are seen to be apprehended along with the apprehension
of the cognition, it can be asserted that the validicy of the cognition
is apprehended in the apprehension of the cognition itself.  The
svatabpramanya theory is thus established. .

Mutarimisra holds that the anuvyavasaya or introspection of a
cognition apprebends not only the cognition itself but also its va.lidit}./.
To be sure, the samagri [or the npprchcnsion of a cognition In this
view is identical with the samagri for the anwvyavasaya or introspec-
tion. In the determinate cognition, “This is a jar,”” Jarness appears
as qualifying the object mentioned by “this”. In the anuvyavasaya
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coming after it, the object mentioned by “this” is grasped as the
qualificand  of the previous vyavasiya or determinate cognition
Now, in order to distinguish between the cognition “This is a
jar””, and the conjunctive cogoition (samébalambana) *This 1s and a
jar 1s,”” it should be said that while the angvyavasdya of the
lacter does not register the relation of delimitation between the
qualifierness and the qualificandness of the cognition concerned, the
anuvyavasiya of the former does so register. This amounts to saying
that such anuvyavasiya also apprehends the validity of the cognition
in question,

The Bhitta maintains that cognition is not amenable to sense-
perception (atindriya) by nature but it is apprehended through
inference. Wlhen a jar is cognized a cognition of the type *“The
jar 1s cognized” follows. In this second cognition the property
cognizedness (jfidtata) appears as a qualifier of the jar. The Bhatta
posits cthis unique property viz., cognizedness and argues that it 1s
difterent from what we call jfianavisayata or the property of being the
content of a cognition. The property cognizedness of the jar is also
asserted to Dbe perceivable by the sense-organ which pcrccivcs the jar.
Now, the Bhatta says that just as a cognition is apprehended (1. e.
inferred) on che strengeh of this property, viz., cognizcdncss, the
validity of that cognition is also apprehended by the same token.

The svatab-pramanya theary as explained above has been severely
criticized by Gangea in his magnum opus, the Tattvacintamans, and
following him by Harirama in the present texe.  Before we study the
objection raised by them it is essential chat a few fundamental points
are clearly clucidated. First, a cognition in the philosophy of the
Mimimsaka and che Naiyayika is mometary (ksanika) by nature.
Thae is to say, it perishes on the third moment of its birth. Thus
a cognition is born at one moment of time, it continues to exist for_
another moment and it dies out on the third. The position is, there-
fore, diffcrent -from that of the Buddhist according to  whom
momentariness (ksanikatva) means destruction of each entity on the
second moment of its bicch. Secondly, the Mimamsaka agrees that the
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apprehension of validity of a cognition will be a certitude or a certain
knowledge of such validity. For, a cognition usually becomes a
certitude (nifcaya) unless something is present in the situation to make
it a dubiety (samsaya). Thus, according to the Prabhakara, the validity
is apprehended 1. . certainly known by the samagri which produces
the cognition and at the same time does not contain any element that
that might apprehend its invalidily (cf. apramanyagrabakajnanotpada-
knsz?mngrigribyatva.) And according to Murarimisra as well as the
Bhatta, validity is apprehended 1. e. certainly known by the samagri
which apprehends the cognition itself and ac the same time does not
contain any thing that mighe apprehend its invalidity (ct. apramanya-
grzibaleajr'iﬁnagrﬁbakasa’magrign?byatva.)

Now, if it be held that the validity of a cognition is apprehiended
only by the samagri of the same cognition, i.e. if the svatah-
pramanya theory is held to be true, it follows that in the chird
moment of icts origin there cannot be any dubiety (samsaya) with
regard to the validity of a determinate cognition (vyavasaya). For,
the cognition and a certitude of its validity do not cease to exist 1n the
second moment of their origin and as such they will set aside any
apprehension of invalidicy. To be sure, dubicty (sam$aya) being a sort
of vacillatory cognition between two contradictory qualifiers like ‘4* and
‘not-’, the presence of a certain knowledge of validity in the
second moment will rule out the possibility of dubiety on the
third moment since such dubiety if it is to arise at that moment
will require both validity and its contradictory, viz., invalidity, as the
qualifiers of the determinate cognition—buc chis is not possible in view
of the fact that a certitude of validity being alrcady there will serve
as an impediment to the production of dubiety in the next moment.

But it is a fact, so argues the advocate of the paratab-pramanpya
thcory, that we can sometimes doubt as to the validity of a cognition
in the third moment of its origin. This forces the Naiyayika to
conclude that the validity of a cognition is apprehended through
something eclse over and above the simagri for the apprehension
of that cognition.
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Gangesa advances the above argument and Harirama also follows
him to somc extent in refuting che svatah-pramanya theory. But 1in
addicion, Haritama also points out that the Prabbakara bases his
theory of suatab-pra’mz?pya on the theory of the self-luminousity
(svaprakisatva) of cognitions. Thus the Prabhakara view can” be
easily destroyed by refuting the thesis that cognition is self-luminous.
In reply to the Bhatta, Harirama points out that the contention for
an additional property jfatati or cognizedness is a myth. It is
actually indistinguishable from jAianavisayati or the contentness of a
cognition. Moreover, the assumption that cognition is not amenable
to sense-perception (atindriya) is wrong.

In this way the three different views of the Mimamsa school have
been by refuted the Naiydyika and ic is only then that he proceeds
to establish his own theory of the paratah-pramanya of cognition.

GAURINATH SASTRI



MANUSCRIPT MATERIAL

The present edition of Harirama Tarkavigi$a’s Pramianyavada
bas been prepared on the basis of a single manuscript available so far.
The manuscript is preserved in the library of the Sanskrit College,
Calcutta and has been described in the descriptive catalogue of
manuscripts of that library, The relevant extract given below from

the catalogue will give the readers of this volume a clear idea of the

manuscript material that was available to the editor.

Extrace:?

1085 qTHIEITTE: |
Pramanyavada.
By Harirama Tarkavagisa.
Substance : Country-made paper, Size 17:}x3inchcs. Folia
1-11(55-65). Lines 8 on a page. Extent 484 $lokas. Bengali
character. Appearance old. Prose. Generally correct. Complete.

At the beginning of the manuscript 1s found the end, etc. of

manuscript No. 1083, just noticed, e.g.

End: @@ = aufymgfafa.........zf e wgf: sagqaewd
HASTATTA TAFFIBEARI 1

Golophon : sgfAAMEARTR: FaTE: |

Post-Colophon : iz fieniy: enwrcfafa

Beginning : gty @Wd (T TWT g wwigE:

End: anplt widfla efladt, sfEeusqEmmmrasgesamaT  fq
qQT: |

1 A Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskric Manuscripts (pp. 4-5),
Calcutta Sanskrit College Research Series No. XX.
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ARThet & st sl SR acat SAR Uz
SATEETE 5 @ gRUma@ a7 FaRfaRNTeaIged: |
@ gy fgni gged sareai s faga fgsfraa=a: uy)
AT Fq ggRNg: qeafgasrat wam, A SrauTed 9SfganT |
dF ‘Rt qEgEitrsaatie”’ 3 99w gEgy =@ smrmrg'
IUEAT, d@ FEESTIRATadT T wiigadfy | ey e @ @adr
R A A @ Frggnaagaraiita odes Awifimn seremirganE-
HAATT-TAEG->aaer T frugdfFa | aa datan AgA—qTAE @q
T Jaa’ gfa ) da @aigend fUS  SMATSII I AE I AT
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9. Dhvamsa-Janyabhavayoh

karyas=karanabhava-
rahasyam

10. Kavyaprakasa (Parts=Il,

Ullasas V—X.)
11. Atmabodhaprakarana

CALCUTTA

SANSKRIT COLLEGE RESEARCH SERIES,
TEXTS AND STUDIES
ALREADY PUBLISHED

Rs.
1500
40700

12°00

9'00
10°00

'5°00

8°00

1500

5°00

20 00
500

12. Mahavastu Avadana, (Vol 1) 2500

13. Narada Smriti

14. Udvahatattva

15. Kundamala

16. Paippalada Samhita
(Book 1)

3°50
5°00
22'50

10°00

17. Mahavastu Avadana (Vol. II) 40°00

SHORTLY TO BE PUBLISHED

I. Studies in Kusana Genealogy and Chronology by Dr. Bratin-
dranath Mukherjee, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. Y by Dr. Bratin
2. Veda-Mimamsa ( Vol-III) (in Bengali) by Shri Anirvan.

3. Economics in Kautilya by Dr, B. C. Sen, M. A., LL.B., Ph. D

(London), P.R.S., F.A.S.
4. PaippaladaSamhita, (Book II)by Professor Durgamohan Bhattq-

charya.

Studies :— Rs
1. Studies in the Upapura-
nas (Vol. 1,) 25°00
2. Philosophy of Word and
Meaning 20°00
3, Studies in the Upanisads 15 00
4. studies in  Nyaya-
Vaisesika Theilsm 15°00
5. Veda Mimamsa (Vol. I) 10°00
6. Harappa Culture and the
West 7°00
7. Sanskrita Colleger Itihas
(Part-11.) 2°00
8. Vedartha-Vicara 15°00
9. Studies in the Upapuranas
(Vol-I1.) 30 00
10. Descriptive Catalogue of
Manuscripts of Sanskrit
College Library 7'50
11. Epic Sources of Sanskrit
Literature 15°00
12. Medhatithi Bhasya (in
four volumes) 21'75
13. Sanskrita Colleger Itihas
(Part-1.) 2°00
14. Tantra 0 Agamasastrer
Digdarsan 5°00
15. Samskrita Sahitye
Hasyarasa 1500
16. Jottings on Sanskrit Metrics 5'00

5. Kautilya Studies by Dr. R.C.Hazra, M.A., Ph.D., D Litt.

6. Padacandrika (a commentary on the Amarakosa) of R3
—edited by Dr. Kali Kumar Dutta Sastri. ) fyamukura

7. Pratyaksalokarahasya edited by Dr. Gaurinath Sastri, M A

P R.S., D. Litt.

8. Mahavastu Avadana ( Vol. IIf) edited by Dr. R. G.

M.A., Ph.D.

Basay,

9. Magadhi and jts Formation by Dr. Muniswar Jha
10. Padma-Purana (a critical study) by Dr. Asoke Chatterjee, py A

Panchatirhy,

1. A Tri-lingual Dictionary ( Sanskrit-Bengali- English) edited

Dr. Govinda Gopal Mukhopadhyaya and Dr, G

Bhattacharyya.

Opikﬂmohan
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