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PREFACE 

TO THE RE-ISSUE OF 1880. 

E title of this book,-or, more accurately, _ 

'. its subject;-for no author was ever less 

,.;' _1•• _; .1an I have lately become, to hope for 

, ·f 1 pleasure to his reade1.5 from ~·what 
' • .. ----;- ~- .-~- - - ·-

h :'Y-imsel f the most pains,-4ill b~, pef... ·· 
./J • .... ,i,· - ---

rJgmsed by some as the last clause v:-· 
' t/chosen from Keats by tL~ ~w,<l· folks· 

se~h'ester, to be written in letters ()f gold 
orJ 
. ; cornice, or Holy rood, of ~he great 

tio 
, ,ition wl,;.:h inaugurated the ;::ar'!er of 

many,-since organized, by both 'oreip-n 
•'I 

h;rnm.:nts -1\nd our own, to encourage the 

·- ,duction of works of art, which the produc

.,. nations, so far f1 otn ~ntending to be their,. 

y fo-:- ever," only hope to sell as soon 2s 
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possible. "et the motto ,v:is chosen 

uncomprehendcd_ felicity: for tlu:rc :1ever 
• nor can be, any essential beauty possess.:.-ti\ 

a work of art, which 1s not based on the ci 
certion of its honoured permanence, and I~ 

intluence, as a part of appointed and 't-,recic 

furniture, either in the cathedral, the house, 
I. 

the joyful. thoroughfare, of nation.s which et,, 
their gates with thanksgiving, and tlieir co , 

with prai~e. . ~ 
"T;1eir" cc.urts-or "His" courts ;7,.! 

mind <Of such races, the expressions fJ
nymou§.;.., and the ~~abits of life v; 

-~~ni15e the delightfulness, coufcss ~s, ·. \ ~ 
' ,. . 

s~c.redncss, of homes nested round-it e 

of a woi'ship nnshaken by insolen . · -~e1
, 

. ' . 
tlh themselves founded on an abiding affec .. 

for the past, and care for the future; 

a~proa'..:hed by paths open only to the act1 1.J 

ties of honesty, a:r-_d traversed only by t . 

footsteps of peace. 

The expsition of these truths, to which,l 

bave given the chief energy of my life, will: I 

' -=--- -
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fo1!nd in the following pages first Lnd1rt:1ken 

.,;yslcmatically and in logical sequence; and 

what I have since \Hitten on the political in

fluence of the Arts has been little more than 

the expansion of these first lectures, in the 

re:_Jrint .'lf which not a sentence is omitteC: or 

changed. 

The supplementary papers added contain, in 

brii:fest form, the aphorisms respecting prin

ciples of art-teaching of which the attention I 

gave to this subject during the c.,;intinuar::e of 

my Professorship at Oxford confir!:Tls me in the 

earnest and contented re-a<;sertion!-,1 

"' 
BnANTWC.::,D, 

Apri( 29tl1, 1880. 

JoHN RusK~N. 



PREFACE 

,,. TO THE 1857 EDITION. 

Tfm· greater, part of the following treatise 

remains in the exact form in which it was read 

~t Manchester ; but the more fam~,Uar passages , 

of it, which were trusted to extempore delivery, 

have been written with greater expficitf'~ss and 

fulness than I could give them in speaking ; 

and a con~idera6le number .pf notes are added,. 

to explain the points which could not b,e s4ffi,

ciently c6nsf ~ered in the time I had at • my 

disposal in the lecture room. 

Some apology may be thought due ro t\u;: 

reader, for an endeavour t(': engage his atten

tion on a subject of which no profound study 

set:ms compatible with the work in \:,hich I am 

usually e:r;riployed. But profour.td study is not,-
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in thi.,; ,ca!'-e, necessary either- to writer or 

readers, while accurate study, up t.o a certair1 • 
• point, is necessary for u:3 all. Politic~ eco-

nomy means, in plai;-1 English, nothing more 
-----------_ . . 

th~n II citizen's economy,; ; and its first prin- r 

Clp:..!·S ought, therefore, to be under~~ood by 

all who· mean to take the responsibility of 

citizens, as those of household economy by all 

who take the responsibility of J,ouseholcters. 

Nor are its first principles in the least obscure : 

they are, many of them, disagreeable in their ' 

practical re<:iuirements, and people in general 

pretend __ th"'t they qnnot understand, because 

they_are unwilling to obey them: or rather, by 

h .. bitual disobedience, destroy th~i_r capacity 

of unde.:standing them. But there is not one 

of ~he really great principles of the science 

whick is· either obscure or disputable,-which 

might-- not be taught to a youth as soon as 

he can be trusted.Jwith an an,.'1ual .1.llowance, 

or to a young lady as soon as she is of age 

to be take.ri into counsel •'.:>y the housekeeper, 

I might, with taore appearance of _iµstice, be 
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blamed for thinking it necessary· t.t- enforce 

~vha~ ever}·body is ,supposed to know. But 

this fr • ..1lt will hardl/be found with me, while 

the commercial events recorded daily in our 

jqurnals, and still more the explanations ,.;,.t

tempte& to be given of them, show that a l~rge 

number of our so-called merchants" are as 

ignorant of the nature of money as they are 

rec~less, unjust, and unfortunate in its employ

ment. 

The statements of economii:al prin~iples 
e 

given in the text, though I kno.v that" -most, 

if not all, of them are r..cceptecf" by existing 

authorities on 'the science, are not supported 

by refere11c:es, fiecause I have never read a;.1y . . 
author on political economy:, except'· Adam 

~ ~ 

Smith, twepty years ago. Whenever I have 

taken up any riiodern book upon thi':; subject, 

I have usually found it encumbered w:th ,iJ;J- • 
quiries i"nto z.ccidental o,=; minor commercial 

results, for the pursuit of which an ordinary 

n:ader could have 'no l~isure, arid by the 

complic2~ion of which, it seemed to me, to'~ 
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authors tl.e:nselves had been not unfrequently 

prevented from seeing to the r-oot of the · 
, • J. J 

business. 

Finally, if the reader should feel induced tc 

bl;i,me me for too sanguine a statement ':i_., 
future possibilities in political practice,• let him 

consider how absurd it would have appeare(~ 

in the days of Edward I. if the present s~ate 

of social economy had been then predicted 

as nece~sary, or even described as possible. 

And I belie\:: the advance from the days o( ., 
Edw:!rd I. t0 our own, great as it is confess

edly, consists, not !:.') much in what we haY , 

actu:illy accomplished, as in wl1at we are now 

e1,abled to conceive: 
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~'A JOY FOR EVER" .,,,. .. 

LECTURE I. 

Tl-\E DISCOVERY AND APPLICATION OF ART. 

A Lecture delivered at Afa11cl1ester, July i'o, 1857. 
" t 

I. AMONG the various characteristi...s of thr. age 
in ,vhich we live, as comp~red witii'other ages 
of this not yet~very experienced world, one of 
-the most notablP. appears to me to be the ju~t 
and wholt,o'ome contempt in which w:;. hol~ 

poverty. , I repeat, the just and wlioleso1;!e con-. 
tempt; thou3h I see that some of my hearers 
look surprised at the expression. 1 a::;sure 

them, I use it in sincerity; and I shoulJ ~t 
have vent:,recl ~o ask you t,o listen to me this 
evening, unless I had entertained a profound 
respect for wealth-true wealth, that is to say; 

for; of course, we o~ght to respect neithe.r.•· 
I 
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wealth nc..- :1.nything else that is false of its 
kind : and the distinction between real and 
false wealth is one of tr'! points on wh1~h I 
shall have a few words presently to say t'o you. 

But true wealth I hold, as I said, in great 
~onour ; and sympathize, for the most part, 
with that extraordinary feeling of the -'present 
age whicn publicly pays this honour to riches. 

2. I cannot, however, help noticing how 
extraordinary it is, and how this epoch - of 

ours differs from all bygone epochs in ha 1ing 

no philosophical nor religious worshippers 
of the ragg.!d godship of poverty. In the. 
classical a§fS, not only were there people 
who voluntarily livd in tubs, and who used 
gravP!y to maintain the superi0rity of tub-life 
tc. town-life, but the Greeks '"nd Latins seem 

1 ~ .. 
to have · looked on these eccentric, and I do 

not scru!)le to say, absurd people, witr as much 
respect £LS we do upon largf' capitalists and 
landed proprietors ; so that really, in those days, 

uc- one could be described as purse proud, 
but unly as empty· :mrse proud. A1,tl no less 
distinct than the honour which those rnrio11s 
Greek peo11Je pay to thci·· conceited poor, is the 
ilisrespectful maPner in which they speak of ,, 
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, _3' 
Cl 

the· rich.; 50 that one cannot listel:' lo11g" either 
t\'..J them, or to the Roman writers \\1ho imi-• . 
fatecf,, them, without •~nding oneself entangled 

• 
in all sorts of plausible a~surdities ; hard upon 

being convinced of the uselessness of collecting 
that heavy yellow substance which we ealJ... .. 
gold, arfcl led generally to doubt all the most 
established maxims of political economy. 

3. Nor are matters much better in the Middle 
Ag~·3, For the Greeks and Romans contented ., 
themselves with mocking at rich people, and 

constructing merry dialogues between~ Charon 

t:nd Diogenes or Menippus, in wh'ic:h the f~rry
man and the cynic rejoiced together as 

0

they ,,,. 
saw kings and rich men cGrning down to the 
shcre of Achero•;.1, in lamenting and lamentable 

crowds, casting r-their crowns into the dark 
' " . 

waters, and searching, sometimes in ,,,ain, for 

the last ,<:oin out of all their' treasu.\"es (hat 

i::ould ever Jfe of. use to them. 

4. fiut these Pagan views of the matter were 
indulgent, compared with those which "wr~c~' 
held in th~ Midele Ages, w1·~n wealth seems to 
have been looked upon by the best men not only 
as ,contcmptiLle, but ;,s criminal. The purse 
round the neck is, then, one· of the principitl-' .., 
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signs of ron.:iemnation in the Rktm:_ed Inferno_; 
and the Spirit ,Q.Uo_v_erty is reverenced wid, 

subjection of heart, and :aithfulness of ,:iffec

tion, like that of a \oyal knight for his lady, 

or a loyal subject for his queen. And truly, 
:_~ requires some boldness to quit ourselves l")f 

•r 
these feelings, and to confess their parciality or 
their erior, which, nevertheless, we are cer
tainly bound to do. For wealth is simply one 

of the greatest powers which can be entrusted 

to human hands : a power, not indeed tu be 

envie,d, becau.se it seldom makes us happy; but 

· still less to ·be abdicated or despised; while, 
I 

in these dtys, and in this country, it has 
become a power ah the more notable, in that 
the i:,ossessions of a rich man are not repre

sented, as they used to be, b) wed_ges of gold 

~r coffe~·s of iew;ls, but by masses of men 

~a~iousl::,r employed, over whose b.;ldies and 

niindt, the wealth, according ,to Us direction, 

exercises harmful or helpful influence, and be

-cL.nes, in that alternative, M~ 9( 

Unrig];iteousness o, of Righteousness. 
5. Now, it seemed to me that since, in the 

name yo:1 have gi1en ~o this great gather.ing 

of British J?isti.res, you recognize them as 
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Treasures-that is, I "suppose, ase part anu 
-parcel of the real wealth of the country-you,, 
cmig~~ not• be unin(~rested in tracing certain 

comm~rcial questions co~nected with this par
ticular form of wealth. Most persons express 
t,11emselves as surprised at its quantity; ,.n9; 
having<•known before to what an extent good 
art had been accumulated in Englan(] : and it 

will, therefore, I should think, be held a worthy 
subject of consideration, what are the political 

" intocests involved in such accumulations, what 
kind of labour they represent, and thow this 

,labour may in general be applifi:l and econo-. 
mized, so as to produce the ridiest res"o.1lts. 

6. Now, you must ha,~ patietice with me, 
if in approaching the specialty of this subject, 
I dwell a little c,,.n certain points of general poli

tical scien~e already known or esta~lished·: 

for thoug:h thus, as I believe, establis~e:d, ~on,e _ 
which I shifll ~s\ve occasion to rest arguments 
on are not yet by any means unive'rsaily ac

cepted ; and therefore, though I will not lQ~-t" 
time in '1.ny detailed def~'lce of them, it is 
necessary that I should distinctly tell you in 
w,bat form I receive, ... and_ wish to argue from 
them ; and this the more, because there may 

") 
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perhap I:~ a part of my audience whb have 
not interested themselves in political economy, 
as it bears on ordinary ,,tields of laboui;_. bu. 

may yet wish to hear in what way its principles 
can be applied to Art'. I shall, therefore, take 
le,ne to trespass on your patience with a few 

' elel:ientary statements in the outset, .: •. 1d with 
the expr;_.ssion of some general principles, here 
and there, in the course of our particular 
inquiry. 

7. To begin, then, with one of these n&ees
sary tru:sms: all economy, whether of states, 
ho_useholds, ,j·, individuals, may be defined tl 

be the art of managing labour. The world is 
so regulatei'.i' by the laws of Providence, that 
a m3:n's labour, well applied, i-, always amply 
s11fficient to provide him durinr his life with all 

things ,1~edful to him, and not only with those, 

l,ut~wit~. many pleasant objects of lu~ury; and 
y~t' farther, to procure him lar6e intervals 

of healthful rest and serviceable leisure. And 
.,_ ;nation's labour, well applied, is, in like 
manner, amply suf!1cient to pr,;ivide •its whole 
population with good food and comfortable 

habitation j and not .. witr, those only, but wjth 
1sood education b~sides, and objects of luxury, 
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n ' art treasures, such as these you -ht.ve' aroun& 
•you now. , But by those same laws of Nature 
'-·andr·,Providence, if ~the labour of the nation 

• or of the individual be ,misapplied, and much 
more if it be insufficient,-if the nation or man 
he indolent and unwise,-suffering and ,vaP-t 
result;< ~x-~tlyi-~-~;tion to the indolenc<: 

· a?d improviience-to the ·refusal of t"abour, or 
to the misapplication of it. Wherever you see 

waht, or misery, or degradation, in this world 

abOllt you, there, be sure, either industry has 

been wanting, or industry has ~een 1: in _error. 
' It is not accident, it is not Heav~n-co~anded · 
calamity, it is not the original and inevitable ,._._ 

evil of man's nature, whkh fill your streets 
with lamenta-tiEm, and your graves with prey. 
It is only that;: when there should have bRn 

providence,· there· has been"' waste ; w.1-ien there -- ' should h9.ve been labour, there has btc:en 1~ 
viousness; '"and .;wilfulness, when there ~hot:ld 

have been subordination.• 
c> 

8. Now, we have warped the word "econorry''1 
in our EBglish" language ir~to a meaning which 
it has no business whatever to bear. In our 

~ - . 
i' Pro\·crbs xiii. 23 : "Much food is in the tillage of the 

poor, but t~cre is that is destroyed f"r want of judgment." 
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~se of 'it, it ·constantly signifies merely sparing 

or saving; economy of n:ioney mc>ans saving 
money-economy of tim~· sparing time, ~:1d so 

on. But that is a wholly barbarous use of 
the word-barbarous in a double sense, for it 

, -:s not English, and it is bad Greek; barbarovs 
in a treble sense, for it is not Englisi1, it is 
bad Greek, and it is worse sense. Economy 
no more means saving money than it means 

spending money. It means, the administra

tion of a house ; its stewardship; spencling 

or saving, th}t is, whether money or time, or 

anything elsi; to the best possible advantage. 
, In the sim_;lest and clearest definition of it, 
!economy, w·hether public or private, means the 
/wise management of labour; and it means this 

,,;nainly _in three se~ses : name1y, fir<;t, applying 
yol!-r l3;b0ur rationally; secondly, preserving its 

produce· carefully; lastly, distributin5· its pro-
duce se?sonably. : 

9. ~ say first, applying your labour ration
a.L:y; that is, so as to obtain the most precious 
things .you can, ar~d the most' lasti~g things, 
by it : not growing oats in land where you can 

grow wheut, nor puttin5 fine embroidery 0:1 a 

stuff that will not wear. Secondly, preserving 
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" its produce carefully; that is to ~ay. laying i'.ip 
• your whe?t wisely in storehouses for the time 
'· of fi:qiine, and keep~g your embroidery watch

fully from the moth : an,µ lastly, distributing its 
produce seasonably ; that is to say, being able 
/o carry your corn at once to the place \\'here 
the people are hungry, and your embroi1i'eries 
to the places where they are gay ;" so fulfil
ling in all ways the Wise Man's description, 

,,?nether ot- the queenly housewife or queenly 

nation : "She riseth while it is yet night, and 

giveth meat to her household,, and(· a portion 
,. to her maidens. She maketh h'kself covering.:; 

of tapestry, her clothing is silk and 'purple . .._., 
Strength and honour are in her clothing, and 
she shall rejdice in time to come." 

ro. No,v, y&u will observe that in this ·de-" ,. 
scription of the perfect economist, rr· mistress 

of a household, there is a studied express10n of

the balanced d:,vision of her care between the 

two great objects of utility and splendour : in 
-~ ,. 

her right hand, food and flax, for hfe -a;id 
clothing; in 'her left hau i, the purple and the 
needlework, for honour and for beauty. All 

rerfect housewifery" or -national economy is 

known RY these two divisiws; _wherever either. 
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is wanting>,· ilie economy is imperfect. If the 

motive of pomp prevails, and the c.are of the 
national economist is d_i-,-ected only tQi the 
accumulation of gold, .and of pictures, and of 
silk and marble, you know at once that the 
tyne must soon come when all these treasures 
shali be scattered and blasted in national ruin. 
If, on the contrary, the element of utility pre
vails, and the nation disdains to occupy itself 

in any wise with the arts of beauty or deligut, 
not only a certain quantity of its energy calcu

lated for exercise in those arts alone must be 
l:ntirely wast~d, which is bad economy, but 
also the passions connected with the utilities 
of property become -morbidly strong, and a 
mean lust of accumulation merely for the sake 
of ,1ccumulation, or even of lal,our J;I,1erely for 

the sake .,of labour, will banish at last the 
serenity :md the morality of life, ~s com

pletely, al}d perhaps more ign"bly, than even 
the lavishness of pride, and the likeness of 
p~eol,c;ure. And similarly, and much more visi
bly, in private and ,household ~cono1ny, you 
may judge always of its perfectness by its 
fair balance, between -,the 1se and the pleasure 
of its possessions You will see the wise 
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cottager's garden tri~ly divided- -betT;een its 
• well-set vegetables, and its fragrant flowers'; 

'· yo~ .will. ~ee the g'~od housewife taking pride 
in h~r pretty table-do.th, and her glittering 
shelves, no less than in her well-dressed dish, 
and her full storeroom ; the care in her rouo
tenanl~ will alternate with gaiety, and tfi·ough 
you will reverence her in her seriousness, you 
will know her best by her smile. 

<· I 1. NO\';, as you will have anticipated, I am 
go,ng to address you, on this and our succeed

ing evening, chiefly on the subject d{ that eco-
' nomy which relates rather to t'tr. garde~ tha;t 

the farm-yard. I shall ask yo~ to consider 
with me the kind of laws by ~liich we shall 
best distribute: the beds of our national garden, 
and raise in itcthe sweetest succession of tFees 

pleasant t~ the sight, arid (in no. 10rbidden 
sense) to be desired to make us wjse. 0

• But,. 

before prcr-:eedipg to open this speci~lty of 
our subject, let me pause for a few moments 
to plead with you for the acceptance ··of th1£ 

principle' of government,, or authority which 
must be at the root of all economy, whether for 
u_se or for pleasure. 11.l said, a few minutes ago, 
that a nation's labour, well -'1.pplied, was amply 

') 
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sufficiet;t .t-J provide its whole population wi-th 

good food, comfortable clothing, and pleasant 

luxury. But the good, tristant, and co11scant 

application is everything. We must not, when 

our strong hands are thrown out of work, look 
..yilc.:ly about for want of something to do with 
them: If ever we feel that want, it is·1a sign 
that all ciur household is out of order. Fancy 

a farmer's ,vife, to whom one or two of her 

servants should come at twelve o'clock at no.,n, 

crying that they had got nothing to do ; ~hat 

they did .1ot know what to do next : and fancy 

-still farther, ,,\he said farmer's wife looking 

hopelessly aoout her rooms and yard, they 

being all the while cc.,nsiderably in disorder, not 

knowing where to set the spare handmaidens 
to, work, and at last complaini;=ig bitterly that 

she hac. been obliged to give them their dinner 

. for ','lathing. That's the type of the. kind of 

political economy we practi&.e tv0 often in 

England. Would you not at once assert of 

·~.1ch a mistress that she knew nothing of her 

duties? and would ~vou not be .. certa:n, if the 
household were rightly managed, the mistress 

weuld be only too glad a{ any moment to haye 

the help of any number of spare hands; that 
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she would know in an if1stant wha~ ~o &!t the\n 
• to ;-in an instant what part of to-morrow's, 
'·wofK might be rri';ft serviceably forwarded, 

what 
O 

part of next monJh's work most wisely 
provided for, or what new task of some profit
able kind undertaken ; and when the eve,,ing 
came, 'and she dismissed her servants to "'their -
recreation or their rest, or gathered tlfem to the 
reading round the work-table, under the eaves 
irf"' the sunset, would you not be sure to find 

" that none of them had been overtasked by her, 
just because none had been left ~die ; that 

' everything had been accomplistij!d because ae 
had been employed ; that the kindness "of the 
mistress had aided her presence , .. of mind, and 
the slight labour had been entrusted to the 
weak, and the,: formidable to the strong; :rnd 
that as n~ne had been dishonoureg r LJY inac-
tivity, so none had been broken by tojl? c-, p _ 

12. No,{', thr., precise counterpart of such a 

household would be seen in a nation iri ,vhich 
political economy was rightly understqoQ~ 
You co~1plain, of the difij~ulty of finding work 
for your men. Depend upon it, the real difli
~ulty rather is to ;,"ind ,.men for _your work. 
The serious question for you is not how many 
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yuu have _t-~ -feed, but how much you have to 
do; it is our inactivity, not our hunger, that 

ruins us: let us never fea;r that our serv,4nts 
should have a good al)petite-our wealth' is in 
their strength, not in· their starvation. Look 
ai:01.;nd this island of yours, and see what you, 
· h~ve"co do in it. The sea roars agaim,t your 
harbourle~s cliffs-you have to build the 
breakwater, and dig the port of refuge ; the 
unclean pestilence ravins in your streets•· ..... 

you have to bring the full stream from the 

hills, and to send the free winds through the 

thorou.ghfare ; .. \he famine blanches your lips 
and ea.s away your flesh-you have to dig the 
moor and d1!y the mnrsh, to bid the morass 
give fprth instead of engulfing, .-and to wring 
the .. honey and oil out of the,, rock. These 

things, «np thousanus such, we have to do, 

an·d shall .have to do constantly, on this great 
farm · of ours ; for do not suppose, that it is 

anything else than that. Precisely the same 

ia,v~ of economy which apply to the cultivation 
of a farm or an estat~, apply to the cu:tivation 
of a province or of an island. Whatever 
rebuke you ,would addres~. to the improvide~t 

master of an ill-m~naged patrimony, precisely 
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that rebuke we shoulct9 address t0 a ournelve!;, 

-so far as :ve leave our population in idleness , 

·and" our country ii\ disorder. What would 
you s'~y to the lord of_ an estate who com

plained to you of his poverty and disabilities, 
and when you pointed out to him that his I-and 
was h:fo of it overrun with weeds, and that his 
fences were all in ruin, and that Jfis cattle
sheds were roofless, and his labourers lying 

urfJer the hedges faint for want of food, he 
"' 

answered to you that it would ruin him to 

weed his land or to roof his sheds-t~1at those 

'were too costly operations for !'i•m to under
take, and that he knew not how" to feed his 
labourers nor pay them"? Wollld you not 
instantly answ".!r1 that instead of ruining him 
to weed his fi,lds, it would save him ; that 

his inactivity was his destruction, and' that to 

set his labourers to work was to fee,d th~m•? 

Now, you n~ay apd acre to acre, and estate to 

estate, as far as you like, but you will never 
reach a compass of ground which shall 'escap~ • 
from the -ttu thcrity of thesr simple laws. The 
principles which are right in the administra
tiqn of a few fields, :,re right also in the ad

ministration of a great country from horizon 
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ter hori~on : ,, idleness Joes not cease to be 
ruinous because it is extensive, nor labour to 
be productive because it is universal. 

13. Nay, but you reply, there is on<:: ''.ast 
difference between the nation's economy and 
t,he <,private man's: the farmer has full au the-

. 'rity 'over his labourers; he can direct t\·.em to 
do what 'i:; m:eded to be done, whether they 
like it or not; and he can turn them away if 
they refuse to work, or impede others in th!>ir 

working, or are disobedient, or quarrelso;•;ne. 

There is -~his great difference; it is precisely 
<:his differen<%!1, on which I wish to fix your 

attention, for it is precisely this difference 
which you Have to d,.') away with. We know 
the necessity of authority in far,m, or in fleet, 
orjn army; but we commonly refuse to admit 
it' in the body of the nation. Let us consider 
this 'point a little. 

14. In the various awkward and .'Jnfortunate 
efforts which the French have made at the 

'de,velopment of a social system, they have at 
least stated one tn.1,e principle, .that 'i'f frater
nity or broth~rhood. Do not be alarmed; they 
got all wrong in tbeir ~xperiments, because 
they quite forgot .. that this fact of fraternity 
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implied another fact quite as irapo:rtant-<
Jhat of paternity, or fatherhood. That is to · · 

-say,"'if they were to· regard the nation as one 
' " family,' the condition of unity in that family 

consisted no less in their having a head, 
or: a father, than in their being faithful i:nd 
affectiC\.o:iatc members, or brothers. Bur--: wt 

must not forget this, for we have IDng con
fessed it with our lips, though we refuse 

to ,-confess it in our lives. For half an hour 

everry Sunday we expect a man in a black 

gown, supposed to be telling us truth, to ad
,dress us as brethren, though ,\;~ should be 

shocked at the notion of any brotherhood ex
isting among us out of cluurch. .And we can 
hardly read a .few sentences on any pol!tical 
subject without,, running a chance of cros~

ing the ph,ase "paternal government,'· though 

we shou!d be utterly horror:..struck at -th~ ,. 
idea of gm:ernrr:ents claiming anything like 

a father's authority over us. Now, 1 believe 
those two formal phrases are in both instan~es · 
perfectly ,bindipg and acc!,l,rate, and that the 
image of the farm and its servants ,vhich I 
have hitherto used, as I expr,essing a '_vholesome 

national organization, fails only of doing so, 
2 
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1..ot becat:sf' it is too 1domestic, but because it 
is not domestic enough ; because the real type 

of a -well-organized natiol'1 must be prest,1ted; 
not by a farm cultivated by servants who 

wrought for hire, and might be turned away 
if ,,they refused to labour, but by a farm ·in 

wh'Ich the master was a father, and L~ which 
all the ·servants were sons ; which implied, 
therefore, in all its regulations, not merely the 
order of expediency, but the bonds of affec!>:on 

and responsibilities of relationship ; an~ in 

which al~ acts · and services were not only to 

• be s'weetened by brotherly concord, but to be 
enforced by fatherly authority.* 

1 5. Obse1"vc, I ~o not mean in the least 
that we ought to place such an authority in the 
hands of any one person, or of any class or 

body a, persons. "But I do mean to say that 

as •:tn individual who conducts himself wisely 

must make laws for himself wrnch at some 

time or other may appear irksome or injurious, 
'.but which, precisely at the time they appear 

most irksome, it i~ most nece!'sary 11-ie should 
obey, so a nation which means to conduct 
itself wisely, must esfl'lblish authority over 

" See note 1st, in Adclen<la, 
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itself, vested either in kii1gs, counc=l~\ Ot' laws,' 
•.vhich it must resolve to obey, even at times " 

:vhe1{i the l~w or aut'1ority appears irksome to 

the bociy of the people, or injurious to certain 
masses of it. And this kind of national law 
has hitherto been only judicial ; contented, tbat 
is, witl-r--' an endeavour to prevent and punish 
violence and crime: but, as we advance in 
our social knowledge, we shall endeavour 

to -,:make our, government paternal as well as 

judioial ; that is, to establish such laws and 

authorities as may at once direct us in our 
o1Jccupations, protect us against 0.1-:- follies, and 
visit us in our distresses: a government which 
shall repress dishonesty, \.'ls now it punishes 
theft ; which sliall show how the disci!Jline 
of the masses ~may be brought to aid t11e 

toils of peace, as discipline ·of the mas1es has 

hitherto knit the sinews of battle; a 
1
go\'crn:. 

ment which• shaJl have its soldiers of the 

ploughshare as well as its soldiers o'f the 

sword, and which shall distribute more proucl}y- • 
its golder crosses of indui.J:ry-golden as the 
glow of the harvest, than now it gra;1ts its 
bronze crosses of ho·1our-:;-bronzed, with the 

crimson of blood. 
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·, 16. ·I J-:are not, of 'course, time to insist on 
the nature or details of government of thi!'

kind; only I wish to plead for your severa: anc: 

future consideration of this one truth, tnat the 

notion of Discipline and Interference lies at 
thi= very root of all human progress or power ; 
thaf the " Let-alone " principle is, in a'.•: things 
which nian has to do with, the p-rinciple of 
death; that it is ruin to him, certain and total, 
if he lets his land alone-if he lets his f elk,w

men alone-if he lets his own soul alone. 

That his: whole life, on the contrary, must, if it 

is healthy Ii~, be continually one of ploughing 
and pruning, rebuking and helping, governing 
and punish-mg; an~l that therefore it is only 
in the concession of some gr.eat principle of 
rPstraint and interference in~ national action 
that ht: can ever ·hope to find the secret of 

l}rolection aga'mst national degradation. I 
believe that the masses have a right to claim 

education from their government; but only 

-s0 far' as they acknowledge the duty of yield
ing obedience to tl;ieir government. , I believe 
they have a right to claim employment from 
their governors; but only so far as they yield 

to the governor .. the direction and discipline 
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of ·their labour; and it ~s only so· far as the~ 
,grant to the men whom they may set over .. 

. Lhen~ the father's autj10rity to check the child

ishncs·~es of national fancy, and direct the 
0 

waywardnesses of national energy, that they 
hilve a right to ask that none of their distresses, 
shouldvoe unrelieved, none of their weakn~ses 
unwatched; and that no grief, nor n!kedness, 
nor peril, should exist for them, against which 

th£- father's hand was not outstretched, or the 
0 

fath~r's shield uplifted. • 

17. Now, I have pressed this upon you at 
(' . . 
bi, 

• Compare \Vordsworth's Essay on the PODr L:i.w ,4.mend
ment Bill. I quote one important passage ;,_," But, if it be 
not safe to touch the nbstmct q~tion of man's right in a 
social stale lo hel1:i,: himself even in the Inst extremitr, "may 
we not still contend for the duty of a Christian go,·ernment, 
standing i11 lor,o pa~mtis towards all its subject~: to ma"k

0
e 

such effectunl provision thnt no o':ie shall be \11 danger of 
perishing either through the neglect or liarshness of itskg:ir
lation? Or, waiving this, is it not indisputab?e th:>t the 
claim of the St;te to, the allegiance, in\'olves the protection 
of the subject? And, as all r:ghts in one party i;1pose a 
correlative duty upon another, it follows that the ,:,ight oJ < 

the State to require the ser\'iccs of its members, even to ':he 
jeoparding Bf theiro)i\'es in the cq-1mon defence, establishes 
a right in the people (not to be gain5::1.id by utiJi_t.~rians and 
economists) to public supp9,rr• when;, r1;<lii:i: a1!}'; ~~l~'.Y tl\~Y 
m:17 be unable to support {i1en\s6v,:s.' •-(Si:e~not<!- ~, 1n. 

Addenda.) · 1, A, t'r->,. ·~.::. i':· 
('\ 1_'4~.:>-~' 
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fhore 1ength than is 'needful or proportio11ed 

to our present purposes of inquiry, because I 

would not for the first time speak to you on 

this subject of political economy without clearly 
stating what I believe to be its first grand 

. orlnciple. But its bearing on the matter 'in 
harid is chiefly to prevent you from 'at once 
too violently dissenting from me when what 
I may state to you as advisable economy in art 

appears to imply too much restraint or iml:::r

ference with the freedom of the patron. or 

artis~. We are a little apt, though on the 
whole a pru~'t.nt nation, to act too immediately 

on our impulses, even in matters merely 
commercial'; much t more in those involving 
co~tinual appeals to our fandes. How far, 
t~erefore, the proposed syste1~1s or restraints 

may be
1 
advisable, it is for you to judge ; only I 

pra9 you not t~ be offended with them merely 
because they are systems anri restraints. 

I 8. Do you at all recollect that interesting 
P<''>sage of Carlyle, in which he compares, in 
this country and at- this day, •the u.1derstood 
and commercial value of man and horse ; and 
in which he wonders th':i.t the horse, with its 
inferior brains ;-nd its awkward hoofiness , 
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instead of handiness, s'i'iould be aJwayg wort\1 
.-so many tens or scores of pounds in the .. 
· market, while the man, so far from always 

~ 

commanding his price in the market, would 

often be thought to co~fer a ser.vice on the 
community by simply killing himself out o,( 
their w.1y? Well, Carlyle does not answ~1 his 
own question, because he supposes 'W'c shall at 
once see the answer. The value of the horse 

c<r:1sists simply in the fact of your being able 
" to rut a bridle on him. The value of the man 

consists precisely in the same thing; If you 
, can bridle him, or, which is be4er, if he can 

bridle himself, he will be a valu?tble cr~ature 
directly. Otherwise, in aocommerdal point of 
view, his valu,; is either nothing, or acci<je"ntal 
only. Only, of;course, the proper bridle of m,,an 

is not a J~athern one : w?iat kind of· texture • 
it is rightly made of, we find· from that com- ,. 

mand, '' Be,,,ye n~t as the horse or as "the hmle 

which have no understanding, whose mouths 
must be held in with bit and bridle." You ~r~' 
not to br. wit'6out the reins, indeed; but they 

( ' 
are to be of another kind : " I will gmde thee ' 
with mine Eye." So,,the 9ridle of nic:n is to be 
the Eye of God; and if h,. rejects that guidance, 
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then the r-e"!:t best for him is the horse's and 
the mule's, which have no understanding; and 
if he rejects that, and takes the bit fairly ii, his 
teeth, then there is nothing left for him than 
the blood that comes out of the city, up to the 
horse-bridles. 

I!j: Quitting, however, at last these 6'eneral 
and seri0us laws of government-or rather 
bringing them down to our own business in 
hand-we have to consider three points 'vf 
discipline in that particular branch of hunan 
labour which is concerned, not with procuring 
of food, but,, ·,he expression of emotion; we 
have ~o consider respecting art : first, how to 
apply our labour to i,,; then, how to accumulate 
or pr:eserve the results of labour; and then, 
ho~ to distribute them. But 11ince in art the 
labour ,vn_ich we ha'1e to employ is'·the labour 

o~ a- particular class of men-men who have 
special genius for the busines?-we have not 

only to consider how to apply the labour, but, 
firs_t o,- all, how to produce the labourer; and 
thus the question in ~his particular case,becomes 
fourfold : first, how to get your man of genius; 
then, how to employ younman of genius ; then, 

how to accumulate and preserve his work in 
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the greatest quantity; cind, lru;tly, ~(Jw to dis!. 
tribute his work to the best national advantage .. 
·Let \'is take

0 

up these
0 

!:!uestions in succession. 
' 

20. I. D1scovERY.-How are we to get our 
men of genius : that is to say, by what means, 
may w[ produce among us, at any given tfme, 
the greatest quantity of effective art-fntellect? 
A wide question, you say, involving an ac
co'Gnt of all the best means of art education. 

" Yes,0 but I do not mean to go into the con-

sideration of those ; I want only to 'state the 
(' 'I 

'[ew principles which lie at the "f~undation of 
0 " the matter. Of these, the first is that you .._, 

have always to find yourc'artist, not to make 
him; you can't manufacture him, any m~re 
than you can manufacture gold. You can firnl 

him, and refine him : you dig him out i~· he lie~ 

nugget-fashion in the mount~in-strealTI; you 
bring him h~me ;, and you make him into cur-

" rent coin, or household plate, but not one grain 
of him can you originally produce. A c;rta.i,il'' 
quantity ~~r arq-intellect ~" born annu,_ally in 
every nation, greater or less according to the 
nature and cultivationdof tP.e nation,~or race of 
men; but a perfectly fixed quantity annually,, 

n • ,. 
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11ot inareas.lble by one grain. You may lose 
it, or you may gather it; you may let it lie 
loose in the ravine, and buried in the sands, 
or you may make kings' thrones of it, and 

overlay temple gates with it, as you choose: 
_but the best you can do with it is always 
merely sifting, melting, hammering, purifying 
-never ·treating. 

2 I. And there is another thing notable about 
this artistical gold ; not only is it limited ·'in 

quantity, but in use. You need not make 
thrones <Jr golden gates with it unless you like, 

but assured!~- ·you can't do anything else with 
it. You can't make knives of it, nor armour, 
nor railroads. Tho gold won't cut you, and 
it wi;m't carry you : put it t@ a mechanical 
une, and you destroy it at o&e. It is quite 

true that in the greatest artists, their proper 
arti!:;tical faculty" is united with every other; 

and you may make use of the other faculties, 
and let the artistical one lie dormant. For 

· r,i1!ght- I know, there may be two or three 
Leonardo da Vine-is employetl at •this mo
ment in your harbours and railroads : but 
you are n9t emploing t-heir Leonardesque or 
golden faculty there,-you are only oppressing 
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ancl destroying it. An3 the artis~.ical ·gift il'I 
~verage men is not joined with others: your .. 
·uorn11 paint~r, if you don't make a painter of 

~ 

him, won't be a first-rate merchant, or lawyer; . 
at all events, whatever he turns out, his own 
special gift is unemployed by you ; and iQ, 
no wi&· helps him in that other business . ..,_ So 
here you have a certain quantity of a tJarticular 
sort of intelligence, produced for you annually 
by-providential laws, which you can only make 

" use aof by setting it to its own proper work, 
and which any attempt to use othe'i'wise in-

c • 
· valves the dead loss of so much hi .. man energy. 

22. 'Well then, supposing we wish to employ 
it, how is it to be best disc::overed ~'nd refined ? 
It is easily enough discovered. To wish' to 
employ it is to czdiscover it. All that )'OU ne'!d 
is, a school 'of trial* in every import~nt town\ 

in which those idle farmers' 1ads wh~m fheir 
masters ne'fer c:in keep out of mischief, .. and 

those stupid tailors' 'prentices who are ;!ways. 
stitching the sleeves in wrong way up,,·arc.\sf' 
may hav«1 a try at this o~her trade ; only this 
school of trial must not be entirely regulated 
by formal la,vs of ;;rt education, , but must 

• See note 3rd, in Acdenda. 
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uitimatdy ~6'!: the workshop of a good master 
painter, who will try the lads with one kind 

of art and another, till h~ finds out what they 
are fit for. 

23. Next, after your trial school, you want 
your easy and secure employment, which is the 
mat'ter of chief importance. For, even ·-cm the 
present system, the boys who have really in
tense art capacity, generally make painters of 
themsel\"es; but then, the best half of their 

early energy is lost in the battle of life. Bt:fore 

a good painter can get employment, his mind 

has always ,~~en embittered, and his genius 
distorted. A common mind usually stoops, in 
plastic chm; to wluttever is asked of it, and 
scrap.!!s or daubs its way con:placently into 
public favour."' But your great men quarrel 

with you, and you revenge yo~rselves by 

srarVing them f~r the first half of their lives. 
Precisely in the degree in which "any painter 

posse~ses original genius, is at present the 
· m,rJ"easc of moral certainty that during his 
early years he will have a hard1battlc to fight; 
and that just at the time when his concep
tions ought to be f,111 a'1d happy, his temper 

* Sec tto\c 4th, in Adclenda. 
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gentle, and his hopes enthusiastic-yjust.at that 
.,most critical period, his heart is full of anxi

·etie9 and 
0

householl1 cares; he is chilled by 
disappbintments, anl vexed by injustice; he 

becomes obstinate in hi; errors, no less than 
in his virtues, and the arrows of his aims ar~ 
blunted, as the reeds of his trust are brok&l. 

24. What we mainly want, therelbre, is a 
means of sufficient and unagitated employment: 
nQJ: holding out great prizes for which young 

paiiaters ar~ to scramble; but furnishing all 

with adequate support, and opportunity to 

display such power as they pSisess w1thout 
rejection or mortification. I neecr not say that 
the best field of labour of, this kN1d would be 
presented by &he constant progress of pilblic 
works involvincg various decoration; and }Ve 
will presently examine ,v'hat kind 6f public 

works may thus, advantageousiy for t"he ni:tion, 
be in constrant progress. But a mor"e impor- ' 

tant matter eve~ than this of steady efoploy

ment, is the kind of criticism with which YQll,.0 

the publif-, req;ive the wor_ks of the young men 
submitted to you. You may do much harm 
by indiscreet praise ~nd py indiscr~et blame ; 
but remember the chief ha~.m is always done 
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by blame .. , )t stands co reason that a young 
man's work cannot be perfect. It 11111st be 

more or less ignorant ; it 11mst be more or ·less 
feeble; it is likely that it may be more or less 

experimental, and if experimental, here and 
~here mistaken. If, therefore, you allow your
self .o launch out into sudden barking,~at the 
;first fault:; you see, the probability is that you 
are abusing the youth for some defect naturally 
and inevitably belonging to that stage of ~~:s 

progress; and that you might just as ratior~ally 

find fault, with a child for not being as prudent 

as a privy cc;mncillor, or with a kitten for not 
being. as grave as a cat. 

25. But tl1ere is o,~e fault which you may be 
-quite, sure is unnecessary, and therefore a real 
a~~ blamable fault : that is 4aste

1 
involving 

negligen.:~. Whenl:ver you see that a young 
n::an!s work is 'either bold or slovenly, then 

you 'may attack it firmly ; sure of ,being right. 

If his work is bold, it is i-1~solent; repress 
· bi~ in:,oience : if it is slovenly, it is indolent ; 

spur his indolence.,·, So long a,,s he ,~vorks in 
that dashing or impetuous way, the best hope 
for him i~ in your. con~mpt : and it is only 
by the fact of hi~ seeming not to seek your 
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approbation that you fuay conjecstt.re <he de
,serves it. 

28. But °if he do~s deserTe it, be sure that 
;::, 

you gi,1e it him, else you not only run a chance 

of driving him from the 
0

right road by want of 
encouragement, but you deprive yourselves of, 
the ha:Jpiest privilege you will ever have o'r re
warding his labour. For it is only Ebe young 
who can receive much reward from men's 
p,.~ise : the old, when they are great, get too 

0 
far .beyond and above you to care what you 

think of them. You may urge them C.:hen with 
(• ,, 

, sympathy, and surround them tr,Qll with accla-
mation; but they will doubt your pleasure, and 
despise your praise. You•:,might fiave cheered 
them in their i:;ace through the asphodel J11ea
dows of their y0uth ; you might have brought 
the proud, 'bright scarlet 4into their~ cfaces, if 
you had but cried once to them "Well done/' 

as they daehed up to the first goal ~f their 

early ambition. But now, their pleasure is in 
memory, and their ambition is in heavt".p.,~ 

They cal'u be kind to you(_ but you ne:'ermore 
can be kind to them. You may be fed with 
the fruit and fulness ~)f thr,ir old ag~, but you 

were as the nipping blight .. to them in their 
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blossomin.;,. and your praise is only as the 
warm winds of autumn to the dying branches. 

27. There is one thought still, the sa.:dest 

of all, bearing on this withholding o; early 
help. It is possible, in some noble natures, 
that the warmth and the affections of childho0d 
may remain unchilled, though unan!i'tvered ; 
and that the old man's heart may still be 
capable of gladness, when the long-withheld 
sympathy is given at last. But in these noJ?le 

natures it nearly always happens that the r,hief 

motive of earthly ambition has not been to 

give delight tn themselves, but to their parents. 
Every noble youth looks back, as to the 
chiefest joy· which :this world's honour ever 
gave him, to the moment when .first he saw his 
father's eyes flash with pride, ,;.:tnd his mother 

turn away her hea.u, lest he should take her 
t~ar.; for tears ·of sorrow. Even the lover's 

joy, when some worthiness of his,. is acknow

ledged before his mistress, is not so great as 
'.that, 1or it is not so pure-the desire to exalt 

himself in her eyes mixes with that,.of giving 
her delight; but he does not need to exalt 
himself in his parents' ,eyes: it is with the 
pure hope of giving them pleasure that he 
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· comes to tell them what 1-ie has do1:;e; on. what> 

has been said of him ; and therefore he has a 
purer., pleas;1re of hrs own. And this purest 

and best of rewards ;:,you keep from him it 

you can : you feed him in his tender youth 
with ashes and dishonour; and then you come,, 
to him; obsequious, but too late; with §our 
sharp laurel crown, the dew all dried <from off 
its leaves ; and you thrust it into his languid 
ha::-d, and he looks at you wistfully. Wh~t 

shall, he do ~ith it? What can he do, but go 

and lay it on his mother's grave? " 
('> 0 

28. Thus, then, you see thatofOU have to 
provide for your young men : first,"'the sea.rch
ing or discovering school ; ·:then th~ calm em
ployment; thenothe justice of praise : one tpi'ng 
more you haveo to do for them in prepai.
ing them for' full service-rfamely, to .,1hake, in 

the noble sense of the word, gentlemen" of 
them ; that <>is to say, to take care th;t their 

minds receive such training, that in all 
O 

they 
paint they shall see and feel the noblest thing~.-. 

I am SOffY to,, say, that ,of all parts of an 
artist's education, this is the most neglected 

among us ; and that ,,eve~, where th,e natural 
taste and feeling of the youth, have been pure .. , 

3 
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3.nd trne,: •:rhere there was the right stuff in 
him to make a gentleman of, you may ton 

frequently discern some 'jarring rents i,\ his 
mind, and elements of degradation in his treat

ment of subject, owing to want of gentle train
ing, and of the liberal influence of literatU1·e. 
This is qi.;ite visible in our greatest ,.artists, 
even in men like Turner and Gainsborough· 
while in the common grade of our second-rate 

painters the evil attains a pitch which is -<5ar 

too sadly manifest to need my dwelling •1pon 

it. No•.✓, no branch of art economy is more 

important Hnn that of making the intellec~ 
at yuur disposal pure as well as powerful ; so 
that it may always -;;ather for you the sweetest 
ana fairest things. The sa111e quantity of 
hbour from the same man's h:>nd, will, accord

ing as you have tl1ained him, produce a lovely 

·anc: useful work, or a base and hurtful one ; 

and depend upon it, whatever ,9.lue it may 
possess, by reason of the painter's skill, its 

' c-hie( and final value, to any nation, depends 

upon its being able to exalt arid refi11e, as well 
as to please ; and that ·the picture which most 
truly deserves the na~ of an art-treasure is 
that which has b~en painted by a good man. 
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29. You cannot but sge how fr.r A11is ~rnuld, 
lead, if I were to enlarge upon it. I must 

take -'it up 
0

as a separate subject some other 
time: ol!ly noticing af present that no money 
could be better spent by a nation than in pro
viding a liberal and disciplined education for,, 
its pai~ters, as they advance into ,.the crihcal 
period of their youth; and that, also;> a large 
part of their power during life depends upon 
th,:-,- kind of subjects which you, the public, ask 

them, for, and therefore the kind of thoughts 

with which you require them to be h<lbitually 

/amiliar. I shall have more to:.say on" this 
head when we come to consider wflat employ
ment they should have in p•.1blic bufidings. 

30. There art many other points of ne;.fly 
as much importclJlce as these, to be explaine'1 
with referen~e to the devel6'pment of 

8
genius ;n 

but I should have to ask you to come a~d h<!ar' 

six lectures mstead of two if I were to go i'nto 

their detail. For instance, I have not spoken 
of the way in which you ought to look~ fo,i;- ,., .. 

those artiQ,cers in various ,manual trades, who, 
without possessing the order of genius ·which 
you would desire to de,;yote Jo higher ,.purposes, 

yet possess wit, and humour, and sense of 
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colour, a1.d fancy for form-all commercially 
valuable as quantities of intellect, and all more 
or less expressible in the lower arts of 'iron
work, pottery, decorative sculpture, arTd such 

like. But these details, interesting as they 
are, I must commend to your own considera
tion~ or leave for some future inquiry. <1l want 
just now· only to set the bearings of the entire 
subject broadly before you, with enough of 
detailed illustration to make it intelligible ; r.:nd 

therefore I must quit the first head of it here, 

and pas~ to the second-namely, how best to 

employ the ·genius we discover. A certain 
quantity of 'able hands and heads being placed 
at our disposal, wh,-t shall we most advisably 
set them upon ? 

- 3 I. I'i. APPLICA'1110N.-There are three main 

i'JOi1.ts the economist bas to attend to in 
this. 

First, To set his men to various ,vork. 
Secondly, To easy work. 

Thirdly, To lastin~ work. 
I sl1all bi;iefly touch on the first t,vo, for I 

·want to arrest your atte,1tion on the last. 

32. I say first to various work. Supposing 
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yotl have two men of equal power .is lan'dscap~ 
painters-apd both of them have an hour at 

) v 
your di~posal. You would not set them both 

to paint the same piece, of landscape. You 

would, of course, rather have two subjects 
than a repetition of one. ,, 

~ 

Wefi.; supposing them sculptors, 'will not the 
same rule hold ? You naturally coMc!ude at 
once that it will; but you will have hard work 

tcf·'convince ,.your modern architects of that. 

TheS, will put twenty men to work, to carve 

twenty capitals ; and all shall pe the !;i,ame. 

' If I could show you the architetts' yards in 
England just now, all open at o~ce, pe;haps 

C, 

you might see a thousai1d clever men, all 
employed in earving the same design.• · Of 
the degradationo and deathfulness to the art
intellect of 'the country irivolved in.•: such ; 

habit, I have more or less b~en led tp s~ea~ 

before now~ but I have not hitherto m~rked 

its definite tendency to increase the price of .~ 
work, as such. When men are employed col"\-'"' 
tinually u-1 car"'ing the sa"'le ornaments, they 
get into a monotonous and methodical habit 
of labour--precisely ~ corr.esponclent:, to that 
in which they would break stones, or paint 

Q •; 



" A JOY FOR EVER.'' 

nouse.!walls'. Of course, what they do so con

stantly, they do easily; and if you excite therri 
•: 1; 

temporarily by an incre:)c;e of wages, yo11 may 

get much work done. by them in a litti'e time. 
But, unless so stimulated, men condemned to 

, a monotonous exertion, work-and always, by 
thel'taws 0£' human nature, must worlt-only 
at a tran'quil rate, not producing by any means 
a maximum result in a given time. But if you 

allow them to vary their desigi;is, and triUs 

interest their heads and hearts in what 'they 

are rloing, you will find them become eager, 

first, _to get .. ~ileir ideas expressed, and then to 
finish the e,xpression of them ; and the moral 
energy thu~ brought to bear on the matter 
quic!:ens, and therefore cheape',1s, the produc
~ii:Jn in a most important degr{e. ,Sir Thomas 

,. 1it 

Deane, the architect of the new Museum at 

Ox(ord, told m~, as I passed through Oxford 

on rr:iy way here, that he f0und''that, owing 

to tl-~is cause alone, capitals of various design 
· o,uld be executed cheaper than capitals of 
similar desig:1 (the, amount of· hand labour in 

each being the same) by about 30 per cent. 

33. \\Tell, that i3 th
0
.:: first way, then,. in 

which you will · employ your intellect well ; 
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' 
am! the simple observance of thi:J plain rule 
~f political economy will effect a noble revolu-., 
tion ~in your architecture, such as you cannot 
at present so much ~as conceive. Then the 

second way in which we' are to guard against 

waste is by setting our men to the easiest, an~. 
theref£;re the quickest, work wh:.:h will<.;.>an
swer the purpose. Marble, for instance, lasts 
quite as long as granite, and is much softer 
t.., · work ; therefore, when you get hold of a .·, 
goo~ sculptor, give him marble to carve-not 

granite. " 

34. That, you say, is obvious ~~ough. "Yes; 
but it is not so obvious how rr\'uch of· your 
workmen's time you waste) annualiy in making 
them cut glass,, after it has got hard, whel,l you 
ought to make0 them mould it while it is s~t. 
It is not s~ obvious how "i'nuch expense you 

waste in cutting diamonds ahd rubi~s, whioh 
are the luirdest things you can find, 'into 

shapes that mean nothing, when the" same 

men might be cutting sandstone and fre-esto,r!:;

into shares tlw.t meant ~9rnething. It is not 
so obvious how much of the artists' · time in 

Italy you waste, bl; for,~ing the~ to make 
wretched little pictures for _you out of crumbs 
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0f stone rlued togeiher at enormous cost, 
when the tenth of the time would make gooc. 

and noble pictures for you out of water-cc,lour. 
35. I could go on givirig you almost ri~mber

less instances of thls great commercial mis
_take ; but I should only weary and confuse 
you-. I the. -efore commend also this !-.~ad of 
our subj.::ct to your own meditation, and pro
ceed to the last I named-the last I shall task 
your patience with to-night. You know ,:·.e 

are now considering how to apply. our ger..ius ; 

and we \,ere to do it as economists, in three . 
ways:-

Tc various work; 
To easy \\'Ork ; ,, 
';'~ lasting work . 

. 36. This lasting of the wor,k, then, is our 
final quc:stion. 

· Many ~f you· may perhaps remember that 
Micnael Angelo was once commanded by 
Pietro di Medici to mould '~ statue out of 

· .snow, and that he obeyed the command.• 

am glad, and we hrre all reas0n to- be glad, 
that such a fancy ever came into the mind of 

* See the TJoble passag1 on t~1is tradition in " Casa Guidi 
\Vinclows." 
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the unworthy prince, arid for tliis. cctusc : th .. t 
Pietro di Medici then gave, at the period of 
one )great ~poch of ''consummate power in the 

r::, 
arts, tii.e perfect, accurat~, and intensest pos-
sible type of the greatest error which nations 
and princes can commit, respecting the power, 
of gef,ius entrusted to their guK.tance. r;;._You 
had there, observe, the strongest tenius in 
the most perfect obedience ; capable of iron 
i-...1ependencc, yet wholly submissive to the 

•\ 

patoon's will ; _at once the most highly accom-

plished and the most original, capable of 9oing 
as much as man could do, in •ooy direction 

that man could ask. And its governor~ and 
guide, and patron sets n to b1fod a statue 
in snow-to .. put itself into the servii;e of 
annihilation-t<o make a cloud of itself, a&.d 
pass away from the earth.I) ~ ,. ., 

37. Now this, so precisely and cor,npl~tel~ 

done by Pretro di Medici, is what we a_re aU 

doing, exactly in the degree in which we di
rect the genius under our patronage to 

O 

wo~-k,,~ 
in morec, or ),ess perisbable materials. So 
far as we induce painters to work in fading 
colours, or architects~ to huild with" imperfect 
structure, or in any other rWay consult only 
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immediate· l!ase and ·cheapness m the pro
duction of what we want, to the exclusion of 

provident thought as to its permanence' and 

serviceableness in after" ages; so far we are 

forcing our Michael Angelos to carve in snow. 

The first duty of the economist in art is, to see 
that no intellect shall thus glitter mei>ely in 
the manrter of hoar-frost; but that it shall be 
well vitrified, like a painted window, and shall 
be set so between shafts of stone and ba11:Is 

of iron, that it shall bear the sunshine upon 

it, and send the sunshine through it, from 

generation t:-: generation. 

38. I can conceive, however, some political 
economist to interrupt me here, and say, " If 
you make your art wear too .well, you will 
scon have too much of it; s·ou, will throw 
your artists quite 'out of work. Better allow 

for ii little wholesome evanescence-beneficent 

destruction : let each age provide ~Tt for itself, 

or we shall soon have so ma,~y good pictures 

th,it we shall not know what to do with them." 

· Remember, my tjt:ar hearers; who. are thus 
thinking, that political economy, like every 

other sub_i,ect, cannot be~. dealt with effectively 

if we try to sol·:e two questions at a time 
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instead of one. It is orie question·; now to get 
plenty of a thing ; and another, whether plenty 
of it' will b~ good for us. Consider these t\vo 

. <:') 

matters separately ; never confuse yourself by 

interweaving one with the other. It is one 
question, how to treat your fields so as to ge.t, 
a goo't:i harvest; another, whether you wtsh to 
have a good harvest, or would rathuer like to 
keep up the price of com. It is one question, 

i1ow to graft your trees so as to grow most 

app'les; and qu_ite another, whether having such 

a heap of apples in the storeJ:OO~ win not 
ma~ iliem all rot. ~ 

39. Now, therefore, that we ar~ talking only 
r. 

about grafting and growiilg, pray do not vex 
yourselves wi',h thinking what you are •to do 
with the pii;>pi~s. It may be desirable for US" to 

•~ (l ,, 

have much art, or little-we will examine that 

by-and-bye; but just now, I~t us ke~p t'? tfie . 

simple con~ideration how to get plenty ~f good 

art if we want it. Perhaps it might be just as 
well that a man of moderate income shdu!d,h~' 

able to c·posse'3s a good ,,:::iicture, as t_hat any 
work of real merit should cost 500/. or 1,000/.; 

at all events, it is cel'tainl:, one of the branches 

of political economy to ;isc:ertain how, if we 
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Ji~e, WI! can· get things in quantities-plenty· of 
corn, plenty of wine, plenty of gold, or plenty 

of pictures. _ 
It has just been said, that the first great 

secret is to produce work that will last. Now, 
t)le conditions of work lasting are twofold : it 
must not only be in materials that will la~t, but 
it must be itself of a quality that will last-it 
must be good enough to bear the test of time. 
If it is not good, we shall tire of it quickly, aria 

throw it aside-we shall have no pleasurl:: in 
the accumulation of it. So that the first ques
tion of a goc.d art-economist respecting any 
work is, Will it lose its flavour by keeping ? 
It may be very amusing now, and look much 
like a work of genius; but wJ-..-at will be its 
vafoe a hundred years hence?<' , 

You cannot always ascertain this. You may 

get what you fancy to be work of the best 
quality, and yet find to your a:=;tonishment that 

it won't keep. But of one thing you may be 
:.m::e, that art which is produced hastily will 
also perish hastily; ?nd that what is -~heapest 
to you now, is likely to be dearest in the end. 

40. I a~ sorry ,to fay, the great ten
dency of this age··is to expend its genius in 
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perishable art of this kind, as· i: it were .a 

triumph to burn its thoughts away in bonfire$. 
Thete is a vast quantity of intellect and of 

labour··consurned annilally in our cheap illus

trated publications; you triumph in them; and 
yeu think it so grand a thing to get so man.r, 
wood(!;.'Jts for a penny. Why, woc.Jcuts, p~nny 
and all, are as much lost to you as iP you had 
invested your money in gossamer. More lost, 
f:-,., the gossamer could only tickle your face, 

and0 glitter ~n your eyes ; it could not catch 
your feet and· trip you up: but tht.~ bad art 

can, and does ; for you can't lik';:..., good ,~ood

cuts as long as you look at the bad ones. If 
we were at this moment' to corhe across a 
Titian woodcut, or a Durer woodcut, we sp6uld 
not like it-tqose of us at least who <\,re 

accustomed' to the cheap ~work of 'ihe day. 
o, 

We don't like, and can't like, that long~ b1.H 

when we ....re tired of one bad cheap thing, 
we throw it aside and buy another bad ·cheap 

thing ; and so keep looking at bad things ,lllL" 

our liveB. NQW, the v~r:Y men who_ do all 
that quick bad work for us are capable of ' 
doing perfect work. ~Onl:r,., perfect ,}vork can't 
be hurriecl., and therefore ;t can't be cheap 
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beyond a ... cta:n point. But suppose you p~y 
twelve times as much as you do now, and 
you have one woodcut fo, a shilling ins.ead 

of twelve ; and the one ivoodcut for a shilling 
is as good as art can be, so that you will never 
tjre of looking at it ; and is struck on good 
papci· with JOod ink, so that you wilh-never 
wear it ot.t by handling it; while you are sick 
of your penny-each cuts by the end of the 
week, and have torn them mostly in half to:.,.-. 

Isn't your shilling's worth the best bargain? 

41. It i.;; not, however, only in getting prints 
or woodcuts ,t;>f the best kind that you will 
practi::;e economy. There is a certain quality 
about an original d.-awing which you cannot 
get ip a woodcut, and the befit part of the 
genius of many men is only(• expressible in 
original w9rk, whet11er with pen or'ink-pencil 

o:· ct-lours. This is not always the case ; but 

in general, the best men are those who can 

only e:,:press themselves on ~aper or canvas; 

:m,d you will therefore, in the long run, get 

most for your money(py buying ,prigin~i.l work; 
proceeding on the principle already laid down, 
that the Q,~st is lik~ly t.,'I;> be the cheapest in 
the end. Of course, original work cannot be 
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pr0duced under a certai~ cost. · If-}ou want a 

man to make you a drawing which takes him 
six Jays, y'ou must, ·at all events, keep him for 

six days in bread and' water, fire and lodging; 

that is the lowest price ~t which he can do it 
for you, but that is not very dear : and the best 
bargak1 which can possibly be tn.:1de hon~stly 
in art-the very ideal of a cheap ptrrchase to 
the purchaser-is the original work or a great 
r •. .ln fed for as many days as are necessary on 

' bread and water, or perhaps we may say with 

as many onions as will keep him" in good 

humour. That is the way by ,;ii,ich yo~ will 
always get most for your money ; no m'echa~ 
nical multiplication or ing..::nuity of commercial 
arrangements will ever get you a better pCJ1hy's 
worth of art tll,an that. • 

42. With'out, however, pushing o'-!.~, calcula

tions quite to this prison-discipline extr.!mC?, 

we may lay• it down as a rule in art-e~onomy, 

that original work is, on the whole, cheapest 
and best· worth having. But precisely in pi;c;i-,-, .. 

portion t,o th~ value ofcjt as a pro?uction, 
becomes the importance of having it executed 
in permanent materia~. A,nd here ,ye come to 
note the second main erroJ: of the day, that 



4.S 11 A JOY FOR EVER." 

we not oulj ~sk our' workmen for bad 2.rt, 
but we make them put it into bad substance. 
We have, for example, put a great qua11tity 

of genius, within the last twenty yea1-s, into 
water-colour drawing, and we have done this 
:with the most reckless disregard whether either 
the 'colours .:r the paper will stand." Ir-.r most 
instances,' neither will. By accident, it may 
happen that the colours in a given drawing 

have been of good quality, and its paper U';1 • 

injured by chemical processes. But you ~ake 

not the least care to ensure these being so ; I 

have myself r.~en the most destructive changes 
take ·place in water-colour drawings within 
twenty years after,· they were painted; and 
from .all I can gather respecting· the reckless
ness of modern paper manufa<1ture, my belief 
is, that though yod·may still handie an Albert 

Tiure1r e~graving; two hundred years old, fear
lessly,_ not one-half of that , time- will have 

passed over your modern water-colours, before 
··m:ist of them will be reduced to mere white or 
brown rags ; and your descendants, t,witching . ' 
them contemptuously into fragments betwet::n 
finger and, thumb, wH! ml:ttter against you, half 
in scorn and half ..,in anger, "Those wretched 
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nineteenth century peopl~ I they· kt:pt Ya pour~ 

ing and fuming about the world, doing what" 
they 'called · business;' .~nd they couldn't make 

a sheet of paper that wasn'.t rotten." 

43. And note that this is no unimportant 
portion of your art economy at this time .... 
Your ~ater-colour painters are becoming e,1ery 
day capable of expressing greater ar'fd better 
things ; and their material is especially adapted 
tv· ihe turn of your best artists' minds. The . 
va!u<.? which you could accumulate in work of 

this kind would soon become a rn~st i~por:tant 

' item in the national art-wealth, ~f only you 
would take the little pains necessa;y to secure 

,) 

its permanence. I am inc1ined to think, my-
self, that water--colour ought not to be use,;! on 
paper at all,, bnt only on vellum, an_d then,. 

if properly taken care of, the drawiIAg would · 

be almost imperishable. Still, paper is i;t m~ch' 

more convenient material for rapid work;_ and 

it is an infinite absurdity not to secure the 
goodness of its quality, when we could d"' ·•' 
so withou~ the slightest t,nuble. Among the 
many favours which I am going to ask from 
our paternal governm~t, when we g<c:t it, will 

be that it will supply its little' boys with good - .. 
4 
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paper: You have n;thing "to do but to let 
the government establish a paper manufactory, 

under the superintenden~e' of any of our leading 

chemists, who should be answerable "for the 

safety and completeness of all the processes 
of the manufacture. The government stamp ~- . .. . ., 
on the corner of your sheet of drawmg·-paper, 
made in' the perfect way, _should cost you a 
shilling, which would add something to the 

revenue; and when you bought ~ water-colG'ur 

drawing for fifty or a hundred guineas,-· you 

would l;ave, merely to look in the corner for 

your stamp/and pay your extra shilling for the 

sec~rity thit your hundred guineas were given 
really for a drawtilg, and not for a coloured 
rag:· There need be no monopoly or restriction 

. i,1 the matter ; let the paptr IJlanufacturers ,. ,. 
compe_tP., with the government and if penple 

' L ' I 

lik~d ro save their shilling, and take their 

chal"\ce, let them; only, the artist ahd purchaser 

mig~t then be sure of good material, if they 
·,, {iked, and now they cannot be. 

44 .. I should like--also to ha-Je a g')vernment 
colour manufactory; though that is not so 
necessar~·, as the, quaHty of colour is more 

within the a;tist'S power of testing, ,and I have 
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no· doubt that any pai;ter may get perinanei'1t 
•colour from the respectable manufacturers, if 
he thoose;, I wiir'not attempt to follow the 

t I 
subject' out at all as it respects architecture, 
and our methods of modern building ; respect
irrg which I have had occasion to speak before, 
now.<:. ... 

45. But I cannot pass without s'"ome brief 
notice our habit-continually, as it seems to 

1ui!, gaining strength-of putting a large quan-
~ . 

titY"of thought and work, annually, into things 

which are either in their natu,i:e n"ecessarily 

' perishable, as dress; or else int~ compliances 
with the fashion of the day, in things not neces
sarily perishable, as plate. '·' I am ~fraid almost 
the first idea •of a young rich couple setting 
up house in, London, is, that they must hav~ 
new plate'. Their father's plate ma_y.~·be very 

handsome, but the fashion is· changed., \hey 
will have ~a new service from the l~ading 

manufacturer, and the old plate, except a fevv· 
apostle. spoons, and a cup which Charles th: 1

• 

Second ~.rank d health ia, to their pretty an
cestress, is sent to be melted down, and made 
up with new flourishe;: and,.fresh lust.,:e. Now, 

so long a_s this is the case-"-so long, observe, 
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' as fashion: h,ts inOuence on the manufacture 
of plate-so long yote cannot lzavc a goldsmith's 
art i11 t/zis cou11hy. Do y.6\1 suppose any \~iork
man worthy the name will put his brains into 

a cup, or an urn, which he knows is to go to 
-the melting-pot. in half a score years? l1e 
will·: not; ybu don't ask or expect it & him. 
You ask· of him nothing but a little quick 
handicraft-a clever twist of a handle here, 

and a foot there, a convolvulus f~om the ne\v._ 

est school of design, a pheasant from L,md

seer's g~me .cards; a couple of sentimental 

figures for st.:.<pporters, in the style of the signs 
of insurance oflices, then a clever touch with 
the burnisher, and~- there's your epergne, the 
adm:.ration of all the footmen at the wedding
breakfast, and the torment of s~mi; unfortunate 

youth wJ-,o cannot see the pretty girl opposite 
tb nfm, through its tyrannous branches. 

46. But you don't suppose that'' that's gold
smith's work ? Goldsmith's work is made to 

• lr,st, · and made with the men's whole heart 

and soul in it; tru"- goldsmitk's wcrk, when 
it exists, is generally the means of education 
of the grnatest pair.ters: and sculptors of the 

day. Francia w:r:; a goldsmith; Francia was 
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,., ~ 

no~ his own name, but that of nis··master th~ 
jeweller; and he signed his pictures .tlmost' 

always, " Francia, tl1e goldsmith," for love of 
" his ma~ter; Ghirlandajo was a goldsmith, and 

was the master of Michael Angelo; Verrocchio 
was a goldsmith, and was the master of :Leo- , 
nardo'· da Vinci. Ghiberti was :i golds~ith, 
and beat out the bronze gates whicn' Michael 
Angelo said might serve for gates of Para

di;;e, 111 But if ever you want work like theirs .. 
agai!'l, you must keep it, though it sh~uld have 
the misfortune to become old-fas,hioned. You 

, must not break it up, nor melt ~ any 1:1ore. 
There is no economy in that; you could not 
easily waste intellect more grievou~ly. Nature 
may melt her i;oldsmitn's work at every -s~n
set if she choos£s; and beat it out into chasal 

· bars again ;t every sunri~e ; but )!QU must 
,. r. 

• Se,•eral reasons may account for the fact that gGldsrr.ith's 
work is so who'\esomc for young arti,ts : first, thal iJ gives 
great firmness of hand to deal for some time with a solid 
substance; .. i;-ain, that it induces caution am! steadiness-"'·a boy,,, 
trusted with chalk onrl paper suffers an immecliate temjJ'. 
lation to scr~.wl upa,.,_ it and play:,with it, but he dnrcs not 
scrawl on go)d, and he cannot piny with it; nnd, lastly, that 
it gives great clelicncy and p~ecision of touch to work upon 
minute forms, nncl to aim nt "produ~ing richness·and fini!,h of 
clcsign corresponclent to the preciousn1=ss of the material. 
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rfot. The· \vay to have a truly noble service 

of plate, is to keep adding to it, not melting 

it. At every marriage,.·.and at every birth, 

get a new piece of gold or silver if you will, 

but with noble workmanship on it, done for 

all time, and put it among your treasures ; 
that is one ·;bf the chief things which goid was 
made for, and made incorruptible for. When 
we know a little more of political economy, 

we shall find that none but partially savage 

nations need, imperatively, gold for their •cur

rency ; "" but. gold has been· given us, among 

other things,,,that we might put beautiful work 

into its imperishable splendour, and that the 
artists who have the most wilful fancies may 
have a material which will drag out, and beat 

o~t, as their dreams require, and, will hold it

self tog-~~her with •fantastic tenacity, whatever· 

rare· and delicate service they set it upon. 

47. So here is one branch of dl!corative art 

in which rich people may indulge themselves 

't~selfishly ; if they ask for good art in it, they 

may be sure in bu:·:ng gold ::::.nd si~ver plate 

that they are enforcing useful education on 
young art~sts. But• there is another branch of·, 

• See note in Ad'denda on the nature of property. 
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decorative art in which I am sbrry to say \\le 
<eannot, at least under existing circumstances; 

indulge ou;selves, w'lth the hope of doing good 
" to anyoody: I mean the great and subtle art 

of dress. 

· 48. And here I must interrupt the pursuit. 
of ou\· subject for a moment or two, in irder 
to state one of the principles of political eco
nomy, which, though it is, I believe, now suffi

ciently understood and asserted by the leading .. 
ma3t:ers of the science, is not yet, I grieve to 

say, acted upon by the pluralitY, of those who 

have the management of richeS! Whenever 
we spend money, we of course'" set people 
to work : that is the miEaning 'of spending 
money; we may, indeed, lose it withou~ em
ploying anybody ; but, whenever we spend -it, 
we set a n~mber of peopfe to work'.. greater 

or less, of course, according to the .. rac_e 6f 

wages, but, •in the long run, proportioned _to the 
sum we spend. Well, your shallow, people, 
because they see that however they ·;pe,'<I · 

money they '1.re alwayr- employing. some
body, and, therefore, doing some good, think 

and say to themselvos, th!!.t it is al\ one how 

they spend it-that all their•apparently selfish 
, .. 
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luxury· is, in reality, unselfish, and 1s doing 
just as much good as if they gave all their 

money away, or perha~!;l. more good; arid I 
have heard foolish P,eople even declare it as 

a principle of political economy, that who-
, ever invented a new want• conferred a good 
on the comr .. unity. I have not words ·;;trong 
enough-at least, I could not, without shock
ing you, use the words which would be strong 
enough-to express my estimate of the absll1'

dity and the mischievousness of this povJlar 

falla~y. So, putting a great restraint upon my
self, and usi-::.g no hard words, I will simply 
try to state the nature of it, and the extent of 
its influence. 

49 Granted, that whenever w!! spend money 
fc.:- whatever purpose, we set i,eople to work ; 

and pas~ing by, for the moment, the question 
v1he~her the work we set them to is all equally 

healthy and good for them, we will assume 

that whenever we spend a guinea ,ve provide 
· ,a,'.;! equal number of people with healthy main

tenanc~ for a given,: time. BL·-t, by·. the way 
in which we spend it, we entirely direct the 
labour of .those people d,1ring that given time. 

• See t,ote 5th, in Addend:i. 
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We become their mast~rs or ;nis!resses, ar.d 
-we compel them to produce, within a certain. 

period, a certain artii;le. Now, that article may 
r~ 

be a llseful and lasting one, or it may be a 

useless and perishable one-it may be one 
u!:ieful to tl1e whole community, or useful only_ 
to ou, selves. And our selfishneus and 'folly, 
or our virtue and prudence, are shown, not 
by our spending money, but by our spend
i,ig it for the wrong or the right thing ; and 

we •are wis; and kind, not in maintaining a 

certain number of people for a given period, 
r 

but only in requiring them to ~oduce during 
that period, the kind of things· which" shall 
be useful to society, insteaJ of those which are 
only useful to-ourselves. 

50. Thus, for instance: if you are a young 
lady, and ;mploy a certai& number ,',1:>f semp

stresses for a given time, in making_ a -give.n 

number of• simple and serviceable dresses

suppose, seven; of which you can wear one 
yourself for half the winter, and give six aw,;ty, 
to poor p;irls who have n0ne, you are spending . , . . 
your money unselfishly. But if you employ 
the same number of iemp!itresses for the same 
number of days, in making ,four, or five, or six 
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' b~autiful tfoun.:es for your own ball-dress'-
flounces which will clothe no one but yourself, 
and which you will yours~ff be unable to wear 
at more than one ball-;;-y~u are employi11g your 
money selfishly. You have maintained, indeed, 
5.n each case, the same number of people; but 
in tlie one ca,;e you have directed their 1abour 
to the sei'vice of the community; in the other 
case you have consumed it wholly upon your
self. I don't say you are never to do so ; "-:i: 
don't say you ought not sometimes to tL,jnk 

of yourse1ves only, and to make ycurse1vc:s ~3 . ,. 
pretty as you,.::an; only do not car.fuse coquet-
tishness with benevolence, nor cheat your
selves in to thinking' that all the finery you can 
wear.is so much put into the J:;_mgry mouths 
of.those beneath you : it is notr-• so,; it is what 

you your_~elves, whether you will or no, must 

sometimes instinctively feel it to be-it is 

what those who stand shivering in the streets, 

forming a line to watch you as you_ step out 
•of~ your carriages, know it to be ; those fine 
dresses do not mean; that so rr:ui:h ras been 
put into their mouths, but that so much has 
been taken out of tJ.-ieir mouths. 

5 I, The real po}1tico-economical signification 
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of every one of those b;autiful ~oil.::t,es, is ju~t 
-~his : that you have had a certain number of 

people put 'tor a certa.in number of days wholly 
under your authority,"by the sternest of slave

masters-hunger and cold ; and you have said 
tel them, " I will feed you, indeed, and clothe_. 
you, !i.nd give you fuel for so ma;;iy days} but 
during those days you shall work for' me only : 
your little brothers need clothes, but you shall 

niake none for them : your sick friend needs . 
clotii.es, but you shall make none for her : you 
yourself will soon need another and ·a warmer 

r 
dress, but you shall make none,.. 10r yourself 
You shall make nothing but lace and roses for 
me; for this fortnight to evme, you shall work 
at the patterns and petals, and then J ·will 

crush and corrmme them away in an hou.." 

You will pe;haps answer-\;' It may l\~t be par

ticularly benevolent to do this, and we •,von't 

call it so ; iuut at any rate we do no ;_,rong in 

taking their labour when we pay them their 
wages: if we pay for their work, we nave.,..-., 
right to ;_t." 

I 
52. No ;-a thousand times no. The labour 

which you have paid,_ for, .does inder.d become, 

by the a_ct of purchase, yom· own labour: you 
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' 
have bouglic t\1e hands and the time of thl1se 
workers; they are, by right and justice, your 
own hands, your own ti.~ne. But have you 
a right to spend you~ o~n time, to woi'.k with 
your own hands, only for your own advantage? 

,.-much more, when, by purchase, you have 
invested your own person with the sttength 
of others'; and added to your own life, a part 
of the life of others? You may, indeed, to 

a certain extent, use their labo,ur for yoifr 

delight: remember, I am making no general 

assertions against splendour of dress, or pomp 
' I 

of accessorief. of life; on the contrary, there 
are rriany reasons for thinking that we do not 
at present attach en'ough importance to beauti
ful dress, as one of the means <-Of influencing 
ge-c1eral taste and character. rBut I do say, 
that you must weigh the value of what you 

, a:ok ·,hese worke.rs to produce for you in its 

own distinct balance; that on its dwn worthi

ness or desirableness rests the question of 
··.Y0,ur ·Kindness, and not merely on the fact of 

your having employe~. people in, prod1-1cing it : 
and I say further, that as long as there are 
cold and f\akedness in thr. land around you, so 
long there can be~no question at all but that 
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splendour of dress is a crime.• In due timt, 

when we have nothing better to set people to 
work at, it ~ay be ri'f!.ht to let them make lace ,, 
and cut' jewels ; but as long as there are any 
who have no blankets for their beds, and no 
ra·gs for their bodies, so long it is blanket- , 
makirlg and tailoring we must set peopl~ to 
\Vork at-not lace. ..,. 

53. And it would be strange, if at any great 

assembly w~ich, while it dazzled the young 

and "l:he thoughtless, beguiled the gent!er hearts 

that beat beneath the embroidery, with a placid 

sensation of luxurious benevole~e-as if by 
all that they wore in waywardnes; of be.auty, 
comfort had been first given to the distressed, 
and aid to the, indigent ; it would be str10.nge, 

I say, if, for ct' moment, the spirits of Trufo 

and of Terror, which walk fnvisibly among the 

masques of the earth, would lift the <;linf!less 
from our et'ring thoughts, and show us- how 
-inasmucq , as the sums exhausted for that 
magnifice~ce would have given back the' fai1

-.- , 

ing brea~h to. many anc~ unsheltered outcast 
l· 

on moor and street-they who wear it have 
literally entered into .part~ership wi~h Death; 

and dressed themselves in his spoils. Yes, if 
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the veil ccibl& be lif~~d not only from your 
thoughts, but from your human sight, yot. 
would see-the angels J,10 see-on those' gay 
white dresses of yours, strange darK spots, 
and crimson patterns that you knew not of
spots of the inextinguishable red that all the 
seai cannot 'Wash away; yes, and amdhg the 
pleasant flowers that crown your fair heads, 
and glow on your wreathed hair, you would see 

that one weed was always twisted ,which no cine 

thought of-the grass that grows on grave§. 

54. It~ wa,s not, however, this last, this 

clearest and ::iost appalling view of our subject, 
that l intended to ask you to take this even
ing ; only it' is impossible to set any part of 
the· ':natter in its true light, until we go to 
tl:e root of it. But the point '-',vhich it is our 
special business tB consider is, not whether 
costHness of dr~ss is contrary to charity; but 

whether it is not contrary to rri'ere worldly 

wisdom: whether, even supposin~ we knew 
,th.at splendour of dress did not cost suffering 
or hunger, we migr~ not put• th~ !;;plendour 
better in other things than dress. And, sup-. , 
posmg ot•r mode c-f dr,,ss were really grace-
ful or beautiful, ttis might be a very doubtful 
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question ; for I believe true,; niJbleness r,f 

-dress to be an important means of education·r· 

as it certainly is ~\" necessity · to any nation 

which 'wishes to poss~ss living art, concerned 

with portraiture of human nature. No good 
historical painting ever yet existed, or ever. 
c.an lxist, where the dresses of the p'eople 
of the time are not beautiful : arid had it 
not been for the lovely and fantastic dressing 

of the thirteenth to the sixteenth centuries~ 

neiNler Fre;ch, nor Florentine, nor Venetian 

art could have risen to anythin~ like· the rank 

it reached. Still, even then, th.: best dress
ing was never the costliest; and i"ts effect de
pended much more on its beautiful and, in 
early times, modest, arrangement, and on· the 
simple and , lm:ely masses of its colour, than 

on gorgeousness of clasp or'embroidefy. 

5 5. Whether we can ever return to_ aiiy of 

those more< perfect types of form, is qu~stion

able; but ~here can be no more question that 
all the· money we spend on the forms _9f, 
dress at present worn, ~'), so far as any good 
purpose l' is concerned, wholly lost. Mind, in 
saying this, I reck01j among good purposes 

the purpose which youn1=,1 ladies arc said 
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S.)metimes to e,1tertain -of being married ; but 
they would be married quite as soon (and 

probably to wiser and l~etter husbands) by 
dressing quietly, as by_ dressing brilliantly: and I 
believe it would only be needed to lay fairly and 

.... largely before them the real good which mignt 
be erfected b:-,· the sums they spend in toi,ettes, 
to make t,1em trust at once only to their bright 
eyes and braided hair for all the mischief they 

have a mind to. I wish we could, for once, 

get the statistics of a London season. T'.1ere 

was ~uch complaining talk in Parliament, last 
week, of the~, vast sum the nation has given 
for the best Paul Veronese in Venice-14,000/.: 
I wonder what the nation meanwhile has 
giver_ for its ball-dresses ! Suppose we could 

s~::! the London milliners' bills,•·simply for un
necessary, breadths of slip and flounce, from 

Apri, to July; I wonder whether 14,000/. 

would cover them. But the breariths of slip 
.and flounce are by this time as much lost and 
,:,,mished as last year's snow ; only they have 
-done le~s good: but ti...e Paul Veronese .. will last 
for centuries, if we take care of it; and yet, 
we grumbl~ at the p::ice given for the painting, 
while no one grumi.iles at the price of pride. 
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56. Time does not permit me. to go into any 

farther illustration of the various modes in 

whi1;h we 
0

build our\.statue out of snow, and 
~, 

waste 'Our labour on things that vanish. I 
must leave ·you to follow out the subject for 
y0urselves1 as I said I should, and proceed, in .. 
our n:.:xt lecture, to examine the two 8ther 
branches of our subject-namely, ho,v to accu
mulate our art, and how to distribute it. But, 

irr closing, as we have been much on the ,, 
topi6: of good government, both of ourselves 

and others, let me just give y,.ou ;ne _more 

illustration of what it means, from that old-art 
of which, next evening, I shall try'.to convince 
you that the value, both mural and mercantile, 
is greater than, we usually suppose. 

57. One of tke·frescoes by Ambrozio Loren

zetti, in the town-hall of Sil:na, repr~ents, by 
means of symbolical figures, the principles o! 
Good Civic -Government and of Good Gov~rn

ment in general. The figure representing this 
noble Civic· Government is enthroned, anct' surT, · 

rounded . by figures repr,:-~enting the \;7irtues, 
variously"'supporting or administering its autho

rity. Now, observe w/}at work is givr.n to each 
of these virtues. Three wi,1ged ones-Faith, 

s 
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¥lope, and ··charity-surround the head of the 

figure; not in mere compliance with the com .. 
mon and heraldic laws ,ff precedence among 

Virtues, such as we moderns observe habitu
ally, but with peculiar purpose on the part of 

· the painter. Faith, as thus represented ruling 
-" 

the thought!> of the Good Governor, does not 
mean merely religious faith, understood in those 
times to be necessary to all persons-governed 

no less than governors-but it means the faith 

which enables work to be carried out steadily, 

in S!)ite of adverse appearances and expedien

cies; the fa:~h in great principles, by which a 
civic ruler i~oks past all the immediate checks 
and shadow·s that would daunt a common man, 
kno.ving that what is rightly done will have 
a right issue, and holding his~wa,y in spite of 

pulling!" at his cloak and whisperings in his 
"ear, enduring, as having in him a faith which 
is evidence of things unseen. 

58. And Hope, in like manner, is here not 
';he heavenward hope which ought to animate 
the hParts of all r.~n; but she attf>nds upon 
Good Government, to show that all such gov
ernment· is expectc;nt ~3 well as conservative; 

that if it ceases tb be hopeful of better things, 
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it ~eases to be a wise guardian of present 

things : tha~ it ought never, as long as the 

world lasts, to be i~polly content with any 
existing state of institution or possession, but 
to be hopeful.still of more wisdom and power; 
no't clutching at it restlessly or hastily, but feel
ing th'at its real life consists in s'teady as~ent 
from high to higher : conservative, indeed, and 
jealously conservative of old things, but con

servative of tpem as pillars, not as pinnacles

as ai'tls, but not as idols ; and hopefuJ chiefly, 

and active, in times of national trnl or distress, 

according to those first and nc.,'t~ble words 
describing the queenly nation : ", She riseth, 
wldle it is yet niglzt." · 

59. And aga:ln, the winged Charity ,vhich is 
attendant on, O'ood Government has, in this 

fresco, a peculiar office. Can you gue~:.,, what? 

If you consider the character of contest. which 

so often taifos place among kings for their 

crowns, ancl, the selfish and tyrannous ID<;!ans 
they commonly take to aggrandize or securt...., 
their pown, you wil!, perl' . .!ps, be surprised to 
hear that'· the office of Charity is to crown the 

King. And yet, if you tlrink of it - a little, 

you will s~e the beauty of the thought which 
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·' sets her m t'his function : since, m the first 
place, all the authority of a good governo,· 
should be desired by h;,.'n only for the good 
of his people, so that -it is only Love that 

makes him accept or guard his crown : in the 
second place, his chief greatness consists· in 

ti 

the exercise of this love, and he is truly to be 
revered 'only so far as his acts and thoughts 
are those of kindness ; so that Love is the 
light of his crown, as well as the giver of it : 

lastly, ~ecause his strength depends orf the 
affections of Ii.is people, and it is only their love 

whi:h can _:;ccurely crown him, and for ever. 
So that Love is the strength of his crown as 
weU as the light o"f it. 

60. Then, surrounding the- King, or in 
\'arious obedience to him, ap'pear the depen

dent vi;~ues, as Fortitude, Temperance, Truth, 
ancf other attendant spirits, of all which I 
cannot now give account, wishing you only 

to 1:,otice the one to whom are e)"ltrusted the 
· 6uidance and administration of the public 

revennes. Can yoi:·guess whi::h it is likely to 
be ? Charity, you would have thought, should 
have sor.1ething to do ·.vith the business; but 

not so, for she i~ too hot to attend carefully 
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·, 
to it. Prudence, perhaps, you think of in th£! 

next place. No, she is too timid, and loses 

opportunities in ma;'.•fog up her mind. Can ., 
it be Liberality then ? No: Liberality is en-

trusted with some _small sums; but she is a 

ba"d accountant, and is allowed no important · 
. 'o 

place in the exchequer. But the treasures are 
given in charge to a virtue of whichcwe hear 
too little in modern times, as distinct from 

others ; Magi;ianimity: largeness of heart : not 

softrTess or weakness of heart, mind :xou-but 

capacity of heart-the great 111en.suri11g virtue, 

' which weighs in heavenly balar!tes all that 
, . 

may be given, and all that may be gained ; and 
sees how to do noblest things in n~blest wa.ys : 

· which of two g'i'.>ods comprehends and ther~fore 
chooses the .,greater : which of two personal, 
sacrifices dares and accepts ihe larger,~ which, 

out of the avenues of beneficence, treads,p.h~ays 

that which bpens farthest into the blue fields 

of futuritv :, that character, in fine, whic~, in 
those words taken by us at first for the descrip·"' · 

tion of a Queer.- among t~ ~ nations, loo~s less 
\' to the present power than to the distant pro-

mise ; 11 Strength and ~onoor are in her cloth

ing,-and ,she shall rejoice, IN TIM~ TO CO!llE.'' 
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LECTURE II . 
.,, 

THE ACCUMULATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF ART. ,, 

Co11tiil1tation oj the previous Lecture; delivered 

Ju(y 13, 1857. 

61. Tm:: heads of our subject which remain for 

our consideotion this evening are, you will 
remr:mber, the accumulation and the distribu
tion of works of .,art. Our complete inquiry 
fell into four divisions-first, how to get our 
genius ; then, how to apply ou~ genius ; then, 
!low to :1-ccumulat1 its results/' ani lastly, how 

to distriiJute them. We considered, last even-. ' 
ing; hew to discover and apply it ;-we have ,, 
to-nii-ht to examine the modes of its preserva-
tion .:ind distribution. 

62. III. Accur.n;r\,ATION.-And now, in the 
outset, it will be well to face that' objection 
which w~ put aside a li~tle while ago; namely, 
that perhaps it r_; not well to have a great 
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deal of good art; and 
1

that it _'.should not 'be 
.made too cheap. 

"Nay," "I can irr~gine some of the more 
generous among you exclaiming, 11 we will 

not trouble you to disprove that objection; of 
course it is a selfish and base one : good art, as 
well ·-as other good things, ought to be -fuade 
as cheap as possible, and put as far ~as we can 
within the reach of everybody." 

0 63. Pardon me, I am not prepared to admit 

tha-1. I rather side with the selfish objectors, 

and believe that art ought not to 'be made .. 
cheap, beyond a certain point ; for the amount 
of pleasure that you can receive froni any 
great work, depends wholly on the quantity of 
attention and .. energy of mind you can .bring 
to bear upon.it. Now, that attention and 
energy dep~nd much · mon:: on the ,.freshness 

of the thing than you would at all ~_uppost: ; 

unless you" very carefully studied the move

ment~. of y_our own minds. If you see things 
of the same kind anc:i. of equal value very fr~

quently, your ..reverencer for them is ii:ifambly 
diminisHed, your powers of attention get gra
dually wearied, and :rour -interest 2nd enthu
siasm ,vo,rn out ; and you cannot in that state 
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b,ing to a
0

ny given work the energy neces
sary to enjoy it. If, indeed, the question were 

only between enjoying <!- 6reat many pictures 
each a little, or one picture very much, tne sum 
of enjoyment being in each case the same, you 
might rationally desire to possess rather the 
larger quantity than the small ; both because 
one work of art always in some sort illustrates 
another, and because quantity diminishes the 

chances of destruction. 

64. Bt!t the question is not a merely ar:th

metical one ofi this kind. Your fragments of 
broken admi:·ations will not, when they are 
put togethert make up one whole admiration ; 
two and two, in tn1s case, do not make four, 
nor :;-.nything like four. Your good picture, 
qr book, or work of art of any '.d1;d, is always 

in some ,r!egree (e1Jced and closed about with 
d;fficult:y. You may think of it as of a kind 

of coc;oanut, with very often ratl1er an un

seemly shell, but good milk and kernel inside. 
·1''ow, if you possess twenty cocoanuts, and 
being thirsty, go imptiently fr0m one to the 
other, giving only a single scratch with the 
point of your knife · to t½e shell of ench, you 

will get no milk from all the twenty. But 



II. ACCU~IULATION AND DISTRIBUTION. 73 

J . 

if you leave nineteen of them alone, and give 
twenty cuts to the shell of one, you will get 
through it, and at .f.~e milk of it. And the 
t.::ndency of the human mind is always to get 
tired before it has made its twenty cuts; and 
to try another nut : and moreover, even if it 
has IJerseverance enough to crac-.k its nuts, it 
is sure to try to eat too many, ancP to choke 
itself. Hence, it is wisely appointed for us 
tlfat few of the things we desire can be had 

witlwut con~iderable labour, and at consider-
' able intervals of time. We ca1.1not generally 

get our dinner without working. for it, and 
that gives us appetite for it ; we cannot get 
our holiday without waiting for' it, and that 
gives us zest ~for it ; and we ought not t9 get 
our picture-, without paying for it, and tbat 
gives us a mind to look a.- it. 

65. Nay, I will even go so far as~ tcr say 
that we ought not to get books too cheaply. 

No bo_ok, I., believe, is ever worth half so much 
to its reader as one that has been co,,eted 
for a year at a bookstaJ:1, and bought_ out of 
saved h{Hpence ; and. perhaps a day or two's 
fasting . .i That's the -way to get at ,the cream 
of a book. And I should say more on this 
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m-atter, and prntest as energetically as I could 
against the plague of cheap literature, with 
which we are just now p.fflicted, but that I 

fear your calling me t~ order, as being un
practical, because I don't quite see my way 

.at present to making everybo9y fast for their 
books. But .,me may see that a thing is Jesir
able and possible, even though one may not 
at once know the best way to it,-and in my 
island of Barataria, when I get it well into 

order, I assure you no book shall be sold for 

less than a p~und sterling ; if it can be pub
lished cheapc-, than that, the surplus shall all 
go into my treasury, and save my subjects 
taxation in other directions; only people really 
poor; who cannot pay the pa·,md, shall be 
su.pplied with the books they wc1nt. for nothing, 
in a cerf1.in limiteJ quantity. I haven't made 

lip 1i1y ,mind about the number yet, and there 
are ~everal other points in the 'system yet 
unsettled ; when they are all determined, if 
~•ou ·will allow me, I will come and. give you 

another lecture, on ,:the political economy of 
literature * '. . \ 

66. Meantime, return(ng to our ii-pmediate 

* See rtcite 6th, in Addenda. 
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subject, I say to my generous hearers, who 
· want to shower Titians and Turners upon 

us, like falling leav:§1 "Pictures ought not to 
be too· cheap;" but in much stronger tone I 

would say to those who want to keep up the 
prices of pictorial property, that pictures ought 
not to be too dear-that is to s;;_,y, not as~ dear 
as they are. For, as matters at present stand, 
it is wholly impossible for any man in the 

ordinary cir~umstances of English life tD pos

sess himself of a piece of great art. A modern 
1 

drawing of average merit, or a.,. first-class en-
graving, may, perhaps, not withwt some self
reproach, be purchased out of h_is savings by 
a man of narrow income ; but a satisfactory 
example of first-rate art-masterhands' -work 
-is wholly, oitt of his reach. An,d we are-sc:> 
accustomed to look upon 'this as the natural 
course and necessity of things, that ,v,e ·never 

set oursehes in any wise to diminish th~ evil ; 

and yet it is an evil perfectly capable of dimi-
, , ' . 

nution. -.. -
67. It is an evil pref';sely similar jn kind 

to that', which existed in the Middle Ages, 
respectipg good books, and which --everybody 

then, I' ~uppose, thought as natural as we do 



nuw our s~all •supply of good pictures. Y 6u 
could not then study the work of a great his

torian, or great poet, any/.inore than you can 
now study that of a great painter, but at heavy 
cost. If you wanted a book, you had to get 
~t written out for you or to write it out for 

I I 

yourself. Bu(:- printing came, and the poor 
man may read his Dante and his Homer ; and 
Dante and Homer are none the worse for that. 
But it is only in literature that private persons 

of moderate fortune can possess and study 

greatness : thf,'.,y can study at home no great
ness in art;, bond the object of that accumula
tion which w~ are at present aiming at, as our 
third object in political economy, is to bring 
great• art in some degree withirt' the reach of 
the: multitu<le ; and, both in latg~r and more 
numeroui:., galleries ,-than we now possess, and 

by q1str,i.bution, ~ccording to his wealth and 
wish, jn each man's home to render the influ-

' ence of art somewhat correspondent,i~ extent 
,c- that of literature. Here, then, is the subtle 
balance. which your C:onomist has tq strike : 
t~ accumulate so much {lrt as to be~ able to 
giv_e the whole nati?n a s-.:ipply of it, a.:icording 
to its need, and yet to regulate its distribution 
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so that there shall be no glut, of it, nor con-
• tempt. 

68. A difficult bah_nce, indeed, for us to hold, 
if it were left merely to our skill to poise; but 
the just point between poverty and profusion 
has been fixed for us accurately by the wise 
laws 'of Providence. If you cuefully -&iatch 
for all the genius you can detect; apply it 
to good service, and then reverently preserve 

\\'hat it produces, you will never have too little 
I 

. art~ and if, on the other hand, you never force 
1 

an artist to work hurriedly, fQ.r daily bread, 

nor imperfectly, because you wouM rather have 
showy works than complete one_s, _you will .never 
have too much. Do not lorce the multiplica
tion of art, ar.d you will not have it too c~1eap ; 
do not wanto1tly destroy it, and y~u will r10,t 
have it too dear. "' -◄ 

69. "But who wantonly destroys it? h. you 
will ask. , Why, we all do. Perhaps you 

thought, ~hen I came to this part of, our 
subject, corresponding to that set forth in o~'l 
housewife's economy by ... "-he " keeping ber em
broidery. from the moth," that I was going to 
tell you1 only how tQ take better care of pic
tures, how to clean them, and varnish them,. 
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a1.d where to p.'Jt them away safely when y.::m 
went out of town. Ah, not at all. The utmo.st 

I have to ask of you is, ;frat you will not pull 
them to pieces, and trample them under your 
feet. "What!" you will say, 11 when do we 
t::lo such things? Haven't we built a perfectly 
beautiful galle~y for all the pictures ,ve have to 
take care vf?" Yes, you have, for the pictures 
which are definitely sent to Manchester to be 
taken care of. But there are quantities of 

pictures ~ut of Manchester which it is y.)ur 

business, and mine too to take care of no less w • . 
than of thes~, and which we are at this mo-

ment employing ourselves in pulling to pieces 
by deputy. ' I wih tell you what they are, 
and ,rhere they are, in a minute ; only first let 
me state one more of those ma.:n principles of 
p~litical ~c~nomy c;,1 which the matter hinges. 

70:· I ,must begin a little apparently wide of 
the m_~rk, and ask you to reflect ,:f there is 
any way in which we w~ste money more in 
i;:-'1gland than in building fine to~bs ?- . Our 

:espect for the de,td, ,•rhen they "are just dead, 
is something wonderful, a~d the way w~ shO\v it 
more wonderful still. WP. show it wii h black ... ,. 
feathers and black."· horses· we show it with 

' 
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. black dresses and bright heraldr,ies; we show•it 
-with costly obelisks and sculptures of sorrov,,, 

which spoil half of ~ur most beautiful cathe
drals. ·, We show it with frightful gratings and 

vaults, and lids of dismal stone, in the midst 
of the quiet grass; and last, and not least, we . 
show it by permitting ourselvei, to tell~ any 
number of lies we think amiable or credible, 
in the epitaph. This feeling is common to the 
poor as well as the rich ; and we all know 

how many a 'poor family will nearly ruin them-., 
selves, to testify their respect for,_some member 

of it in his coffin, whom they neVf.c much cared 
for when he was out of it ; and· how ·often 
it happens that a poor old woman will starve 

. herself to de:::th, in order that she may be 
respectably bu~ied. 

71. Now, this being one 3 of the ir,pst com

plete and special ways of wastJng m~mey,
·no money ,'.:Jeing less productive of good, or 

of any percentage whatever, than that which 
we sh~ke ~~ay from the ends of undertaker:-l -
plumes,-it is pf course .. the duty of aJl good 
economi~.ts, and kind; persons, to prove and 
proclaimr continually, ,to the poor as well as 
the rich,· that respect for the dead is not really 

' 



srtown by laying great stones on them to ~ell 
us where they are laid; but by remembering 
where they are laid, witoout a stone to help 
us; trusting them to the sacred grass and 

saddened flowers; and still more, that respect 
, and love are shown to them, not by great 
mont1ments t-.i them which we build witn our 
hands, but by letting the monuments stand, 
which they built with their own. And this is 
the point now in question. r 

72. Observe, there are two great recip1x>cal 
duties concerning industry, constantly to be 

exchanged 1:--:!tween the living and the dead. 
We, as we live and work, are to be always 
thinking of those who are to come after us; 
that ,what we do may be serv~~eable, as far 
a!: we can_ make it so, to them, as well as to 

us. Th~, when ''We die, it is the duty of 
those who come after us to accept this work 

of ours with thanks and remembrance, not 

thrusting it aside or tearing it_ down the 
"'moment they think they have no use for it. 

And each generatio.'.-• will only be happy or 
powerful to the pitch ~hat it ought to be, in 
fulfilling these two dutiM to the PasJ and the 
Future. Its own-' work will never be rightly 
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done, even for itself-never good, or noble, <Jr 

i)leasurable to its own eyes-if it does not 

prepare it also for tl:~, eyes of generations yet 
to come'. And its own possessions will never 

be enough for it, and its own wisdom never 
enough for it, unless it avails itself gratefully 
and tenderly of the treasures and the wis~om 
bequeathed to it by its ancestors. 

73. ~-:ir; be assured, that all the best things 
ancl treasures, of this world are not to be pro

ducttl by each generation for itself;_ but we , 
are all intended, not to carve ,pur work in 
snow that will melt, but each a11d all of us 
to be continually rolling a great white gather
ing snowball, higher and higher-larger and 
iarger-along .he Alps of hum·an power. Thus 
the science of '1ations is to be aci:umulati-ve., 

from father to son : each" learning·. a little 

more and a little more ; each .receiving- all 

that was k110wn, and adding its own gain : 

the history. find poetry of nations are to_ be 
accumulative; each generation treasuring the-· 
history and the ,songs of.,.;ts ancestors, ;.i.dding 
its own l'-istory and its own songs : and the 
art of nar.ions is to be accumulative, just as 
science ah~ history are ; the work of living 

6 
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' ,nen is not- superseding, but building itself upori 
the work of the past. Nearly every great ar,d 
intellectual race of theworld has produced, 

1 

at every period of its career, an art with 
some peculiar and precious character about 
it, wholly unattainable by any other race, and 
at ~ny other time; and the intention of Provi
dence concerning that art, is evidently that 
it should all grow together into one mighty 

temple ; the rough stones and the smooth all 

finding rtheir place, and rising, day by dtly, in 
richer and hi;;her pinnacles to heaven. 

74. No\\, just fancy what a position the 
< I 

world, considered as one great workroom--one .. "' -- ,,. 
great factory in the form of a globe-would 
have been in by this time, t' it had in tht 
least unclerstood this duty, 0r been capable 
of it. Pancy whJt we should have had around 

us now, if, instead of quarrelling and fighting 

ovei:- their work, the nations ha\j aided each 

oth_(? in their work, or if even in thdr con
quests, instead of effacing the memorials ot 
those they succecd~J and su '.1dued, they had 
guarded the spoils of their victoriA. Fancy 
what Europe would te now, if tlce delicate 
statues and terr{ples of the Greeks-if the 
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bro'ad roads and massy walls of the Roman!, 

-'--if the noble and pathetic architecture of 
the middle ages, had :n,ot been ground to dust 
by mere human rage. You talk of the scythe 

of Time, and the tooth of Time : I tell you, 
Time is scytheless and toothless ; it is we 

'' ., 
who gnaw like the worm-we who smite like 
the scythe. It is ourselves who abolish
ourselves who consume: we are the mildew, 

and the flam!'! ; and the soul of man is to its 

own• work as the moth that frets .when it . 
cannot fly, and as the hidden flame that blasts 

' where it cannot illuminate. Ali these lost 
treasures of human intellect have been wholly 
destroyed by human industry of destruction i 

the marble would have stood its two t;10u
sand years c1s "'ell in the polished-. statue as. 
in the Parian cliff; but we 'men have• ground 
it to powder, and mixed it with ou, 'owri 

ashes. The walls and the ways would have 

stood--c-it is, we who have left not one s!one 
upon another, and restored its pathlessness tc,'· 
the desert; the -great catr.~drals of old rnligion _ 
would h,i'-:e stood-it ;is we who have dashed 
down the•icarved work with axes and hammers, 

and bid tqe mountain-grass bloom upon the 
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µavement, ancl the sea-winds chant in ·the 
galleries. 

75. You will perhap!" think all this was 
somehow necessary for the developmerit of the 
human race. I cannot stay now to dispute 
that, though I would willingly ; but do you 
think it is sti'l necessary for that development? 
Do you "think that in this nineteenth century 
it is still necessary for the European nations 

to turn all the places where their principal 

art-treasures are into battle-fields ? For· that 

is what they., are doing even while I speak ; 
the great fi-m of the world is managing its 
business at this moment, just as it has done 
in past time. Imagine what would be the 
thri:.ring circumstances of a n.anufacturer of 
s0me delicate produce-suppose glass, or china 

-in whose worltshop and exhibition rooms 
'all 'the workmen and clerks began fighting 

at least once a day, first blo,"ing off the 
steam, and breaking all the machinery they 

· ~ould reach ; and then making fortresses of 
all the cupboards,-.1 and att.?cking and de
fending the show-table~, the victori;)us party 
finally throwing every.thing they coul!i get hold 
of out of the window, by way of· showing 
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their triumph, and the poor .- manufacturer 
picking up and putting away at last a cup 

here and a handle tt1«;re. A fine prosperous 
business that would be, would it not ? and 

yet that is precisely the way the great manu
facturing firm of the world carries on its 
business. 

-i 

76. It has so arranged its political squabbles 
for the last six or seven hundred years, that 

not one of tl)em could be fought out but in 

the i'hidst of its most precious art; a,pd it so 

arranges them to this day. For&example, if I 
were asked to lay my finger, in a· map of the 
world, on the spot of the world's_ surface which 
contained at this moment the most singular 
\'.Oncentration 'uf art-teaching and art-treasure, 
I should Jay it"on the name of thP._ town of. 

Verona. Other cities, inde1!d, contai>n more 
works of carriageable art, but none r.o~tain 
so much of· the glorious local art, and of the 

springs and ,sources of art, which can b_v_ no 
means be made subjects of package or porter-'· 
age, nor, I grieve to sa}1 of salvage. Verona~ 
possesses·· in the first( place, not the largest, 

but the illost perfect eand ~ntelligible Roman 
amphithe!l.tre that exists, still unbroken in 
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oircle of step, .and strong in succession of vault. 
and arch : it contains minor Roman monu -
ments, gateways, theatn~s, baths,· wrecks of 

temples, which give the streets of its ·suburbs 
a character of antiquity unexampled elsewhere, 
except in Rome itself. But it contains, in t-he 
nex-c place, what Rome does not con·rnin
perfect examples of the great twelfth-century 
Lombardic architecture, which was the root of 
all the mediceval art of Italy, without which no 

Giottos, no Angelicos, no Raphaels would -!lave 

been possibl~: it contains that architecture, 
not in rude . forms, but in the most perfect and 
loveliest types it ever attained-contains those, 
not in ruins, nor· in altered and hardly deci
phernble fragments, but in cbirches perfect 
from porch to apse, with aH their carving 
fresh, tni;ir pillarsi:firm, their joints unloosened. 

-Bes1des these, it includes examples of the great 
thirteenth and fourteenth-centurJ Gothic of 

Italy, not merely perfect, but elsewhere un
~rivalled. At Rome the Roman-at Pisa the 

I I 

Lombard-architect1:.-.e may be. seen in greater 
or in equal nobleness; r but not at I11ome1 nor 
Pisa, nor Florence, rn~r in any c~iy of the 
world, is there a' great mediceval GJthic like 
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' the Gothic of Verona. Elsewhere, it is eith~r 
Jess pure in type or less lovely in completion ; 

only at Verona may you see it in the simplicity 
of its youthful power/ and the tenderness of 
its accomplished beauty. And Verona pos
sesses, in the last place, the loveliest Renais
sance · architecture of Italy, not ,disturbeJ by 
pride, nor defiled by luxury, but -rising in 
fair fulfilment of domestic service, serenity 
of effortless grace, and modesty of home se

clusion; its 'richest work given to the win

dows that open on the narrowest st~eets and 
b 

most silent gardens. All this sbe possesses, 
in the midst of natural scenery such as assur
edl_y exists nowhere else m · tne habitable 
g-lobe-a wild,.Alpine river foaming at her feet, 
from whose sh;>re the rocks rise in a great 
crescent, dark with cypres~ and , ~.\sty with' 

olive: illimitably, from before her souther:i 
gates, the .•ufted plains of Italy sweep and 

fade in golden light; around her, north and 
west, 'the A1

lps crowd in crested troops, an~_ 
the winds of B,enacus b~r to her the coolness_ 
of their f. :10ws. , 

77. A/d this is the _.city-such, and possess
ing such, things as these-at whose gates the 
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decisive battles. of Italy are fought continually : 
three days her towers trembled with the echo 
of the cannon of Arcola,; heaped· pebbles of 

the Mincio divide her fields to this hour with 
lines of broken rampart, whence the tide of 
war rolled back to Novara ; and now on that 
crescent of h~r eastern cliffs, whence the full 
moon used to rise through the bars of the 
cypresses in her burning summer twilights, 
touching with soft increase of silver light the 

rosy marbles of her balconies,-along the r:dge 

of that encof!1passing rock, other circles are 
increasing new, white and pale ; walled towers 
of cruel strength, sable-spotted with cannon
courses. I tell you, I have seen, when the 
thunderclouds came down on :those Italian
hBls, and all their crags were1 dipped in the 
dark, terr.tble purph!, as if the winepress of the 

wrath of God had stained their mountain
raiment-1 have seen the hail fall tin Italy till 

the forest branches stood stripped and b_are as 
;f blasted by the locust; but the white hail 

never fell from those..1 llouds of. heaven as the 
black hail will fall from, the clouds c:f" hell, if 
ever one breath of Italhn life stirs :r;tgain in 
the streets of Verona. 
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78. Sad as you will feel this ,to be, I do mit 
.;;ay that you can directly prevent it; you 
cannot drive the An~trians out of Italy, nor 
prevent' them from b~ilding forts where they 

choose. But I do say,• that you, and I, and 
all of us, ought to be both acting and fe~ling 
with a full knowledge and und~rstanding of 
these things; and that, without trying to 
excite revolutions or weaken governments, we 
may give OU; own thoughts and help, so as 

in 'i!t measure to prevent needless deptruction. 

We should do this, if we onll," rea
0

lized the 
thing thoroughly. You drive ou~ day by day 
through your own pretty sutmrbs, and you 

• The reader can hardly but remember l\Irs. Brown;ng's 
beautiful appeal for Italy I made 0~ the occasion of the first 
great Exhibition of11.\rt in England :-

0 Magi of the east and of the Wt,;t, -:, 
Your incense, gold, and myrrh nre excellent!-
What gi1ts for Christ, then, bring ye with the fl·jt? 
Your hands have worked well. Is your courage soent 
In handwork only? Have you nothing best, 
\Vhicn gen2\-ous souls may perfect and prt!sent, 
And He shall thank the givers for? no light 
Of teaching, libiml nations,..r~r the poor, 
Who sif. in darkness wh~n it is not night? 
No cur· for wicked children? Christ,-no cure, 
No he! 'r for women, sob!Jing out. of sight 
Becaus~ men made the Jaws? no brothel-lure 
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thJnk only of rnaking, with what money you . 
have to spare, your gateways handsomer, and· 
your carriage-drives wider--and your drawing
rooms more splendid, having a vague · notion 

that you are all the while patronizing and ad
vancing art; and you make no effort to con
ceive- the fact t.hat, within a few hours' journey 
of you, th~re are gateways and drawing-rooms 
which might just as well be yours as these, all 

built already; gateways built by the greatest 

masters of sculpture that ever struck mar

ble; drawing-_rooms, painted by Titian and 

Veronese; aud you won't accept nor save 

Burnt out by nnr,nl:ir lightnings? Hast thou found 
No remedy, my Eng.Janel, for such woes? 
~-lo outlet, Austria, for the scourged anr,1, bound, 
N~ call back for the exiled? no repose, 

· Russi:t for•lmouted Poles worked unJerJTround, 
And ge;r_tle ladies blimche<l among the s~ows? 
N r. mercy for the slave, America? 
l''o h~pe for Rome, free France, chi\·alric France? 
Alas. ;:reat nations have bTI"eat shames, I scl'y. 
No pity, 0 world, no tender utterance 
O'-benecliction, and prayers stretched this ,vay 
For poor Italia, baffled by mischance? 
O gracious nations, give, >.:>me ear to ne ! 
You all go to your Fair, and, I am one ·,:: 
Who at the road-id~ of hum.'lnity , 
Beseech your alms,-Go<l's J;istirc to be done 1; 

So, prosper ! 
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these as they are, but you will rather feti:h 
the house-painter from over the way, and 

let Titian and Veronese house the rats. 

79. 1
' Yes," of coJrse, you answer; " ,ve 

want nice houses here, not houses in Verona. 
Vvhat should we do with houses in Verona ? " 
And I answer, do preci!ely what you do-~with 
the most expensive part of your pussessions 
here : take pride in them-only a noble pride. 

You know "!ell, when you examine your own 

hea,-ts, that the greater part of the sums you 

spend on possessions is sptnt for pride. 

Why are your carriages nicelyJ painted and 
finished outside? You don't see the outsides 
as you sit in them--the outsides are for other 
people to see. Why are your extericrs of 
houses so weli finished, your funl-j_ture so ;i~

lished and costly, but for o-.her peop~e to see ? 

You are just as comfortable yourselves! ,uiti;1g 

on your Oid friend of a desk, with the white 

cloudings ip his leather, and using the light of 
a window which is nothing but a hole m ti;-_= 
brick wall. And all ~at is desirable to b~ 
done in; this matter is merely to take pride in 
preserv·rng great art; inst~ad of in producing 

mean a1.·! ; pride in the possession of precious 



and enduring things, a little way off, instead of 
slight and perishing things near at hand. You 
know, in old English times, our kings liked to 

have lordships and dukedoms abroad : and why 
should not your merchant princes like to have 
Jordships and estates abroad ? Believe me, 
rightly underst,ood, it ~uld be a prouder, and 
in the fuli- sense of our English word, more 
" respectable " thing to be lord of a palace at 
Verona, or of a cloister full of frescoes at Flo

rence, than to have a file of servants dreS;;ed 

in the finest li:veries that· ever tailor stitched, 

as long as would reach from here to Bolton : 
-yes, and a prouder thing to send people to 
travel in Italy;· :_;ho would have to say every 
nov/ :--.nd then, of some fair piece•of art, "Ah-:
thi:, was kelJ_,t here for us by th~ good people 
of Manch,ester," th:an to bring them travelling 

al1 t~e '!"ay here, exclaiming of your various 
art tr~asures, "These were hrougl,t here for 

us, (not altogether without harm) by the_ good 
;---:opie of Manchester." -

So. ''.Ah!" but ya." say, "t,he Art Trea
sures Exhibition wiII pay ;-but Veronese palaces 
,~on't." Pardon m,e. They would p ty, less 
directly, but far more richly. Do ym.: 3uppose 
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it is in the long run good for ,Manchester, 10r 
good for England, that the Continent should be 
in the state it is ? D9 you think the perpetual 

' ' fear oi revolution, or the perpetual repression 

of thought ~nd energy that clouds and en
cumbers the nations of Europe, is eventually 
profitable for us? Were we ,,ny the Better 
of the course of affairs in '48? or has the 
stabling of the dragoon horses in the great 

houses of !taly any distinct effect in the 

prC1111otion of the cotton-trade? No~ so. But 

every stake that you could hold ~n th~ stability 
of the Continent, and every e~rt that you 
could make to give example gf ~nglish habits 
and principles on the Continent, and every 
kind deed tJ1at you could do in reEeving 
distress and r,reventing despair "n1 the C011--
tinent, would have tenford reaction on the 

prosperity of England, and open and _,urge, in 
a thousanc.i unforeseen directions, the sluices 

of ccnnmerre and the springs of industry. 
8 I. I could press, if I chose, both the:.--: 

motives upon, you, of -:,ride and self-interest. 
with mffe force, but these are not motives 
which ought to be ,,urgeq upon you at all. 

The on•,~ motive that I ought to put before 
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yl'.lu is simply- that it would be right to do 
this; that the holding of property abroad, and 
the personal efforts of Englishmen to redeem 
the condition of foreign nations, are among the 
most direct pieces of duty which our wealth 

· renders incumbent upon us. I do not-and in 
all truth and ,deliberateness I say this-I do 
not know· anything more ludicrous among the 
self-deceptions of well-meaning people than 

their notion of patriotism, as requiring them 

to limit their efforts to the good of their own 
-country ;-the notion that charity is a geo

graphical vir!1.Ie, and that what it is holy and 
righteous to _do tor people on one bank of a 
river, it is quite improper and unnatural .to do 
for p~ople on the other. It ,~ill roe a wonder.:. 
fut thing, s0.me day or other, for the Christian 
world to "remembe:J, that it went on thinking 

for two thousand years that neighbours were 
neighbours at Jerusalem, but not at Jericho; 

a wonderful thing for us English to reflect, in 
· ~~ter.:.years, how long it was before we could 
shake hands with any': ody across that shallow 
salt wash, which the very chalk-dust cf its two 
shores whitens from Folk--=stone to Amt)leteuse. 

82. Nor ought the motive of gra~r\ude, as 
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.well as that of mercy, to be without its influ
·encc on you, who have been the first to ask to 

see, an,d tl1e first to ~pow to us, the treasures 
which this poor lost Italy has given to England. 
Remember, all these things that delight you 
here were hers-hers either in fact or in teach
ing; hers, in fact, are all the roost po,~erful 
and most touching paintings of old" time that 
now glow upon your walls ; hers in teaching 
,;:re all the best and greatest of descendant 

') 

sottls-your Reynolds and your Gai~sborough 
never could have painted but fpr Venice; and 

the energies which have given d:he only true 
life to your existing art were first stirr~d by 
voices of the dead that haunted the Sacred 
Field of Pis1.:. 

Well, all tA.ese motives for s()me defir;ite 

course of action on our pi\rt towai-rls foreign 

countries rest upon very serious fac,ts"; too 
serious, perhaps you will think, to be _ inter

fered with.; for we are all of us in the habit 
of leaving great things alone, as if Providenr:: 
would mind .them, aw. attending oµrselv~s . 
only to , little things which we know, practi
cally, Providence doP.sn't mind unless we do. 
We art: ready enough to give care to the 

' 
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growing of pi!'les and lettuces, knowing that 
they don't grow Providentially sweet or large 

unless we look after them ; but we don't give 
any care to the good of Italy or Germany, 
because we think that they will grow Provi
dentially happy without any of our meddling. 

831
• Let us leave the great things, then, and 

think of l':>ttle things ; not of the destruction of 
whole provinces in war, which it may not be 
any business of ours to prevent ; but of the 

destruction of poor little pictures in pence, 
from which it surely would not be much out 

of our way l:O save them. You know I said, 
just now, we were all of us engaged in pulling 
pictures to pie~es by deputy, and you did not 
believe me. Consider, then, thb similitude c~ 
o~rselves. Suppose you saw (cts I doubt not 
you often·-do see) a prudent and kind young 

Indy 'sitting at work, in the corner of a quiet 
room, knitting comforters for her ousins, and 

that just outside, in the hall, you saw a cat and 
-"'er kittens at play among the family pictures ; 
_amusin~ themselves ~pecially with the best 
Vandykes, by getting on '•he tops of the frames, 
and then scrambling d0wn the can~ases by 
their claws ; and on some one's infouning the· 
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young lady of these proceeding~ of the cat a1.d 
kittens, suppose she answered that it wasn't"· 

her cat, but her sister's, and the pictures 
' ,, 

weren't hers, but her uncle's, and she couldn't 
leave her work, for she had to make so many 
pairs of comforters before dinner. Would you 
not say that the prudent and ki~d young ~ady 
was, on the whole, answerable for 4the addi
tional touches of claw on the Vandykes? 
~ 84. Now, that is precisely what we prudent 

') 

and• kind English are doing, only on.., a larger 

scale. Here we sit in Manch~ster, hard at 
work, very properly, making c@mforters for 
our cousins all over the world. Just outside 
there in the hall-that beautiful marble hall of 
Italy-the ca·.s and kittens and monkey~ 'are 
at play among «he pictures : I ass~Jre you, fa 

the course of the fifteen yea·:is in whirh I have 
been working in those places in whi~h~ the 
most precious remnants of European art ~xist, 
a sensation, __ whether I would or no, was gradu
ally made distinct and deep in my mind, that, 
I was living an(;! working.,in the midst of a de11, 
of monkeys ;-someti71es amiable and affec
tionate P1onkeys, with all manner of winning 
ways ar:...d. kind intentions,-more frequently 

7 
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f~lfish and malicious monkeys ; but, whatever 

their disposition, squabbling continually about 
nuts, and the best places on the barren sticks 

of trees ; and that all fhis monkeys' den was 
filled, by mischance, with precious pictures, 
and the witty and wilful beasts were ahV2ys 
wrai:,ping themselves up and going to sleep 
in pictur2s, or tearing holes in them to grin 
through; or tasting them and spitting them 

out again, or twisting them up into ropes aud 

making swings of them; and that somet'.mes 

only, by\vatching one's opportunity, and bear
ing a scratc'1 or a bite, one could rescue the 
corner of a Tintoret, or Paul Veronese, and 
push it thfot1glf the bars into a place of 
safety. ~· 

85. Literally, I assure you,, this was, and 
this is, t}/g fixed inpression on my mind of the 

etatc. o_f matters in Italy. And see how. The 
professors of art in Italy, having long followed 

a method of study peculiar to themselves, have 

'it la.1st arrived at a form of art peculiar to them
selves ; very differep~ from that which was 

~-arrived at by Correggio ;:-nd Titian. Naturally, 

the professors like their own form the best ; 
and, as the old pictures are generalht not so 
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\ ' 
startling to the eye as the mo~ern ones, t)Je 
dukes and counts who possess them, and who 
like to see· their galleries look new and fine 

(and a.c: persuaded al~o that a celebrated chef
d'ceuvre ought always to catch the eye at a 
quarter of a mile off), believe the professors 
who tell them their sober pict1;1res are ~uite 
faded, and good for nothing, and shc~ld all be 
brought bright again; and, accordingly, give 

tl1e sober pictures to the professors, to be put 

right by rules of art. Then, the r_rofessors 

repaint the old pictures in all. the principal 

places, leaving perhaps only a Pit of back
ground to set off their own work. ' And thus 
the professors come to be genera1ly figured, in 
rriy mind, as t~1e monkeys who tear holes ii) "the 
pictures, to gr;in through. Then fhe picture-: 
dealer$, who· live by the pi;.tures, caJ)not se}l 

them to the English ln their old and 'Pllr:! 

state; all t.he good work must be covered 
with new paint, and varnished so as to" look 

like one of the professorial pictures in the great 
gallery, before it is sal~ble. And thus the 

? . f' I, 

dealers come to be i,rnaged, in my mind, as 
the monkeys who ma½e roi:>es of the pictures, 
to swing.:. py. Then, every now and then at 
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se:--me old stab!~, or wine-cellar, or timber-shed, 
behind some forgotten vats or faggots, some-. 
body finds a fresco of Perugino's or Giotto's, 

but doesn't think much ·of it, and has ho idea 

of having people coming into his cellar, or 
being obliged to move his faggots; and so he 
whitewashes the fresco, and puts the faggots 
back agat:1 ; and these kind of persons, there
fore, come generally to be imaged, in my mind, 
as the monkeys who taste the pictures, and 

spit them out, not finding them nice. W!iiile, 

finally, the s'1uabbling for nuts and apples 

(called in Ita1-y "bella liberta ") goes on all day 
long: 

86. Now, all this might soon be put an end 
to, if we English, who are so fon..:: of travellir..: 
in the body, would also travel -1 little in soul! 

We thin!/ it a gre9.t triumph to get our pack

age~· and our persons carried at a fast pace, but 
we never· take the slightest troubk· to put any 

pace into our perceptions; we stay usually at 
½o~e in thought, or if we ever mentally see the 

. _ worid, it is at the oM stage-co:ich or waggon 
rate. Do but consider •what an odd sight it 
would be, if it were or,ly quite clear to you 

how things are really going on-how! here in 
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England, we are making enormCYUs and expefl
sive efforts to produce new art of all kinds 

; , 
knowing and confessi11~ all the while that the 

greater part of it is bad, but struggling still 

to produce new patterns of wal~-papers, and 
new shapes of teapots, and new pictures, and 

I
. a 

statues, and arc 11tecture; and cpluming and 
cackling if ever a teapot or a pictu1e has the 
le~ast good in it ;-all the while taking no 

thought what{!ver of the best possible pictures, 

and•statues, and wall-patterns already,in exist

ence, which require nothing bu~ to be taken 

common care of, and kept from daYn_p and qust: 
but we let the walls fall that Giotto patterned, 
and the canvases rot that Tintoret painted, and 
u'1e architect~re be dashed to pieces thal.' 

0

St. 
Louis built, wh7le we are furnishing• our dra\v

ing-rooms with prize uphol~tery, anc writing 
' ry ' 

accounts of our handsome warehouses ,to the 

country papers. Don't think I use my words 

vaguely or generally : I speak of literal fac~s. 
Giotto's frescoes at Assisi are perishing at this 
moment for wnnt of de.ent care ; Tintoret'R 
pictures in San Seba:'stian, at Venice, are at 

this instant rotting pi~cemeal into grey rags ; 

St. Lou.:~',., chapel, at Carcassonne, is at this 
' 



moment lying 'in shattered fragments in the 

market-place. And here we are all _cawing and 

crowina- poor little half-fledged claws as we .:::,, . ,., 

are, about the pretty sticks and wool in our 
own nests. There's hardly a day passes, when 
I a!T! at home, but I get a letter from some weil
mea~ing coui~try clergyman, deeply an;_ious 
about the

1 

state of his parish church, and break

ing his heart to get money together that he 

may hold up some wretched remn_'lnt of Tudor 

tracery, with one niche in the corner 'and 

no statue-w!1en all the while the mightiest 

piles of religious architecture and sculpture 
that ever the_;"0rld saw are being blasted and 
wit!iered away, without one glance of pity or 
,egret. The country clergyman· does not care 

for tl1e111-"7:1e has a sea-sick imagination that 

cannot cross chan~el. What is it to him, if 
T 'J 

the an6els of Assisi fade from its vaults, or 

the c;_ueens and kings of Chartres fall from 

their pedestals? They are not in ~is p~:-ish. 

87. "What ! " you will say, "are we not 
~o prc,duce any ne\v art, nor take care of 
our parish churches?" ~No, certainly not, until 

you ha\"e taken J,roper· care of the art you 

have got alre~dy, and of the bes·: ~hurches 
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<:mt of the parish. Your firat and proper 
standing is not as churchwardens and parish 

overseers, i~ an Engljph county, but as mem
bers of the great Christian community of 
Europe. And as members of that commu
ni'ty (in which alone, observe, pure and pre
cious ancient art exists, for there is tone 
in America, none in Asia, none i~ Africa), 
Y?U conduct yourselves precisely as a manu

facturer WO\\ld, who attended to his looms, 

bute left his warehouse without a rqof. The 
rain floods your warehouse, th(!', rats frolic in 

it, the spiders spin in it, the chonghs build in 
it, the wall-plague frets and fe~ter~ in it;. and 
still you keep weave, weave, weaving at your 
-wretched webs, and thinking you are grO\;ing 
rich, while mo?e is gnawed out of your wafe
house in an hour than yoli can we<J.ve in •a 

twelvemonth. " 
88. Evfn this similitude is not absurd 

enoue-h to $et us rightly forth. The weaver 
would, or might, at least, hope that his nev, 
woof was as s-!:out as ~e old ones, ar,,d tha.~. 
therefore, in spite of r'ain and ravage, he would 
have something to w~ap himself in when he 
needed,};., But our webs rot as we spin. The , 
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v~ry fact that .we despise the great art of rhe 
past shows that we cannot produce great art 
now. If we could do it, we sho.uld love it 

when we saw it done-if we really cared for 

it, we should recognize it and keep it; but 
we don't care for it. It is not art that we 
wani; it is a:,rnsement, gratification of pride, 
present gain-anything in the world but art: 
let it rot, we shall always have enough to talk 

about and hang over our sideboa_rds. 

89. Yqu will (I hope) finally ask me ,that 

is the outcoroe of all this, practicable to

morrow mor~jng by us who are sitting here? 

These are th_: main practical outcomes of it: 
In the first place, don't grumble when you hear 
of a new picture being bought by Governmei" 
iit a large price. There are mt.n_y pictures in 

E.urope ::iow in d~nger of destruction which 

are, 'm , the true sense of the word, priceless ; 
the proper price is simply that which it is 

necessary to give to get and to ;save t,bem. 

!f you can get them for fifty pounds, do ; if 
J:Pt for, less than a :.undred, .io ; if not for 
less than five thousand,"· do ; if not for less 
than twenty thous,md, co ; never mind being 

imposed upo~ _: there is nothing c:_L_:,:raceful 
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~n being imposed upon; the only disgrace is ~n 

imposing; ·and you can't in general get any-, 

thing much' worth having, in the way of Con-
LJ 

tinental art, but it must be with the help or 

connivance of numbers of people who, indeed, 

ought to have nothing to do with the mat

ter, but who practically have, a:i;;d always3 will 
have, everything to do with it ; arl'd if you 
d~n't choose to submit to be cheated by them 

out of a duc
1
at here and a zecchin there, you 

will" be cheated by them out of your, picture; 

and whether you are most imposed upon in 

losing that, or the zecchins, I i!hink I may 
leave you to· judge; though I kno,~, ther~ are 

many political economists, who would rather 
tu1.ve a bag< of gold on a · garret-table, >than 

give a porter ~xpence extra to carry it dow'h-

stairs. ·• -, 

That, then, is the first practical outcpn1e of 

the matter.' Never grumble, but be glad ,1,vhen 

you hear of, a new picture being bought at. a 

large price. In the long run, the dearest pie• 

tures are alwiiys the B'.:!st bargains; ,and, .l 
repeat, (for else you "might think I_ said it in 
mere hurry of talk, and not ,deliberately,) there 

are sor~~, pictures which are without price. 
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You should stand, nationally, at the edge of 
Dover cliffs-Shakespeare's-and wave blank 
-cheques in the eyes of t~e nations on the other 
-side of the sea, freely offered, for such and 
such canvases of theirs. 

90. Then the next practical outcome of it 
is-N"ever bu:r a copy of a picture, under any 
-circumstances whatever. All copies are bad ; 
because no painter who is worth a straw ever 
will copy. He will make a study of a picture 

he likes, for his own use, in his own way ;''but 

he won't and ..:an't copy. Whenever you buy 
a copy, you ~uy so much misunderstanding of 
the original, _=1-nd encourage a dull person in 
following a business he is not fit for, besides 
incrrnsing ultimately chances of mistake ar...: 
imposture, and farthering, as di1ectly as money 
can fartlur, the cailse of ignorance in all direc

tions .. You may, in fact, consider yourself as 
having- purchased a certain quantity of mis

takes ; and, according to your P,OWer, ,being 
~ngaged in disseminating them . 
. r 9r. .I do not me&.,1 1 howev.-~r, that copies 
should never be made. A certain number of 
dull persons should alviays be employed by 

.a Government in making the mos~- ~ccurate 
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:opies possible of all good i:ictures ; the~e 
copies, though artistically valueless, would be 
historically -~nd docum,'rntarily valuable, in the 

event of the destruction of the original picture. 
The studies also made by great artists for their 
mvn use, should be sought after withJ the 
greatest eagerness; they are ofte1.: to be bought 
cheap ; and in connection with the rrl'echanical 
c~pies, would become very precious : tracings 
from frescoes,and other large works are also of 

grelt value ; for though a tracing is ,liable to 
just as many mistakes as a cc,py, the mis
takes in a tracing are of one kin~ only, which 

' ' 
may be allowed for, but the .mistakes of a 
common copyist are of all conceivable kinds : 

c. • 
fiifally, engravings, in so far as they col!.vey 
certain facts a~out the· pictures, without pre

tending adequately to repres~nt or giv~ an idea 
of the pictures, are ofte~ serviceable and vah.i.:.. 
able. I can't, of course, enter into details in 

these- matters just now ; only this main pie~e 
of advice I can safely give you-never to buy 
copies of pictures (for yOur private possession) 
which pretend to give' a facsimile that shall be 
in any wise represer..tativP. of, or equal to, 

the ori1/ •• .11l. Whenever you do so, you are . ·~ 
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c:1ly lowering, your taste, and wasting your 
money. And if you are generous and wise, 
you will be ready rather to subscribe as much 
as you would have given for a copy ot a great 
picture towards its purchase, or the purchase 
of some other like it, by the nation. There 
ougnt to be a, great National Society instituted 
for the purchase of pictures ; presenting them 
to the various galleries in our great cities, and 

watching there over their safety : but in the 

meantim!'!, you can always act safely and b~ne

ficially by m~rely allowing your artist friends 

to buy pictures for you, when they see good 
ones. Never buy for yourselves, nor go to the 
foreign deale~s; but let any painter whom you 
kno-.v be entrusted, when he finLls a neglect-..J 

,.o!-d picture in an old house, to try if he cannot 
get it fc.--r you ; tben, if you like it, keep it ; if 
uot, send it to the hammer, and you will find 
that _you do not lose money on ·pictures so 
pu_rchased. 

92. And the third and chief practical out
.come .of the matte:, is this_ general one: 
Wherever you go, w;1atever you do, act 
more for preservation a,ad less for production. 

I assure you, the world is, generally· :1,Deaking, 
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I . . 
in calamitous disorder, and just because yQJ.1 

have managed to thrust some of the lumber 

aside, and get an available corner for your-., 
selves, you think you should do nothing but 

sit spinning in it all day long-while, as house
holders and economists, your first thought and 
effort should be, to set things . more sqbare 
all about you. Try to set the groundtfloors in 
order, and get the rottenness out of your grana-
., 

nes. Then sit and spin, but not till then. 
' 0 

~ 

93. IV. DrsTRIBUTION.-And IWW, lastly, we 

come to the fourth great head ofo0ur inquiry, 
the question of the wise distrib~tiori of th~ art 
we have gathered and preserved. It must be 
e·ddent to us,-0 at a moment's· thought, that, lhe 
way in which rworks of art are on the who:le 

most useful to the nation to ,,hich they1 belong~ 

must be by their collection in public ga~laies; 

supposing lhose galleries properly man~ged. 

But there is one disadvantage attached neces-.. ' 
sarily to gallery exhibition--namely, the exte11t 

of mischief whkh may b~ done by one foolisl] 
curator. As long as ~he pictures w!iich form 
the national wealth ~.re d~sposed in private 
collectior~, the chance is always that the people 

) ") . 
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"lho buy them will be just the people who. are 
fond of them ; and that the sense of exchange

able value in the commodity they rossess, will 

induce them, even if they do not e!>teem it 
themselves, to take such care of it as will pre
serve its value undiminished. At all events, .so 
lon5· as work\ of art are scattered through the 
nation, l~O universal destruction of them is 
possible ; a certain average only are lost by 
accidents from time to time. But when thc:y 

are once, collected in a large public gallery, if 

the appointm~nt of curator becomes in any way 

a matter of formality, or the post is so lucrative 
as to be di~puted by place-hunters, let but one 
foolish or careless person get possession of 
it, ~nd perhaps you may have. all your fin.e 

. pictures repainted, and the nr,tional property 
tlestroytid, in a rv,onth. That is actually the 

case- at this moment, in several great foreign 

galle:ies. They are the places of f!Xecution of 

pictures: over their doors you only want the 

. Dantesque inscription, " Lasciate ogn( sper

anza, voi che entrate," 

94. Supposing, howe,ver, this danger pro
perly guarded against, ~ it would be always 

by a nation which either knew the . .yalue, or 
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1;1nderstood the meaning, of pai11,ting, ;o arran~ 
ment in a .public gallery is tlie safest, as well·· 
as the mos~ serviceable, method of exhibiting 
pictures; and it is the 'bnly mode in which their 
historical value can be brought out, and their 
historical meaning made clear. But great good 
is also to be done by encouraging the pdvate ., 
possession of pictures; partly as a •·means of 
study, (much more being always discovered 
iii any work of art by a person who has it per

petl!lally nea~ him than by one who only sees 

it from time to time,) and also as,,,a me;ns of re
fining the habits and touching the.,hearts of the 
masses of the nation in their domestic life.' 

95. For these last purposes,· the most ser
v,i1:eable art t: the living art of the time;, 'the 
particular tastQj; of th.e people will be be,st 
met, and their particular ig.'.iorances 9est co!'
rected, by painters lab,'.:mring in the midst cf 

them, more or less guided to the knov.·ledge 

of what is wanted by the degree of sympathy 
with -~hich their work is received. So tneri, 

0 •. 

• It would be a great poi"lt gained towards the preserva
tion of pictures if it were made a rule that at e,·cry operation 
they underwent, the exact r.pots in. which they have been 
repainted s~ould be recorded in writing. 
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gc:nerally, it should be the object of govern
ment, and of alf patrons of art, to collect, as 

far as may be, the works of dead' masters in 

public galleries, arrangi~g them so as to illus- ·' 

trate the history of nations, and the progress 
and influence of their arts; and to encourage 
the private prssession of the works of living 
masters. ,, And the first and best way in which 
to encourage such private possession is, of 

course, to keep down the prices of them as 
far as you can. · -, 

I hope there are not a great many painters 

in the room.; if there are, I entreat their pa
tience for the next quarter of an hour : if they 
will bear with me for so long, I hope they will 
nof, finally, be offended by whc1t I am goi·.:g 
tc- say. 
" 96. I .-repeat, tr::isting to their indulgence in 

t'he interim, that the first object of our national 

economy, as respects the distributicn of modern 

.art, should be steadily and rationally t9 limit 
- its-'prices, since by doing so, you will produce 

two effects : you wiIJ make the painters pro
duce more pictures, tw.,0 or three instead of 
one, if they wish to make money ; and you 

will, by bringing good pictures withir ~·he reach 
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0f people of moderate income, excite the ge:1-
, era! intere-.,t of the nation i~ them, increase 

a thousandfold the de111and for the commodity, 
and therefore its wholesome and natural pro
duction. 

97. I know how many objections must arise 
a 

in your minds at this moment t~ what I say; 
but you must be aware that it is noc possible 
fo,r me in an hour to explain all the morn.I 
and commerci,al bearings of such a principle as 

this~ Only, believe me, I do not speaJr lightly; 

I think I have considered all "he objections 
which could be rationally brou6ht forward, 
though I have time at present only to glance 
at the main one-namely, the idea that the 
high prices pard for modern pictures are either 
honourable, or ~erviceable, to the painter. So 
far from this being so, I l:telieve on~ of the 
principal obstacles to the progress of modern 
art to be the high prices given for good mod
ern pir.tures. For observe first the action of 
this high remuneration on the artist's mind. If • 
he II gets on," as: it is cal:~d, catches the ~ye of' 
the public, and especially of the public of the 
upper classes, there is.hardly any limit to the 
fortune h.:- may acquire; so that, in his early 
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y~ars, his miPd is naturally led to dwell· on 
this worldly and ·wealthy eminence c:s the main 

thing to be reached by ~-is art; if he finds that 
he is not gradually rising towards it, he thinks 
there is something wrong in his work ; or, if 
he is too proud to think that, still the bribe ot 
weanh and h0.nour warps him from his honest 
labour into efforts to attract attention ; and he 
gradually loses both his power of mind and 

his rectitude of purpose. This, according to 

the degrP.e of avarice or ambition which ejsts 

in any painte'"'s mind, is the necessary influ

ence upon him of the hope of great wealth and 
reputation.·· But the harm is still greater, in 
so far as the possibility of attaining fortune of 
this kind tempts people continu,.ily to beco~e 
painters who have no real gift for the work ; 
and on 'whom thl.Jse motives of mere worldly 
1hter'est have exclusive influence ;-men who 
torment and abuse the patient workers, eclipse 

or_thrust aside all delicate and good pictu_res by 
. the.ir own gaudy and coarse ones, corrupt the 
taste 0f the public, ard do the ~reatest amount 
of mischief to the schobls of art in their day 
which it is possible for their capacities to 
effect; and it is quite wonderful J,1,;1.w much 
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mischief may be done even ey small caph- .. 
city. If jou could by any 111eans succeed in 
keeping the prices of pjctures down, you would 
throw all these disturbers out of the way at 
once. 

· 98. You may perhaps think that this severe 
I.I 

treatment would do more harm .~han good, by 
withdrawing the wholesome element "'of emula-
4_on, and giving no stimulus to exertion ; but 
I am sorry t,o say that artists will always be 

sufficiently jealous of one another, wh~ther you 
pay them large or low prices<>; and as for 
stimulus to exertion, believe me, flo, good work 
in this world was ever done (or money, nor 
while the slightest thought of money affected 

C. . " 

the painter's mind. Whatever idea of p'ecu-
niary value eflters ineo his thoughts as ne 
works, will, in proportion tei the dis~inctness 
of its presence, shorte'n his power. A., real 

painter will work for you exquisitely, if you 

give J,im, as J told you a little while ago, brea_d 
and water and salt; and a bad painter will 
work badly and hastily, £hough you give-him ·"· 
palace to live in, and a' princedom to .live upon. 
Turner got, in his earl:-er ye"lrs, half a crown a 

day and/:s supper (not bad pay,_~either); and 
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he: learned to iJaint upon that. And I be!i'evf' 
V f I ' fl . I that there is no chance o arts tru1y ouns,1-

ing in any country, until you make· it a simple 

and plain business, providing its masters with 
an easy competence, but rarely with anything 
mor1. And I say this, not because I despise 
the great pairter, but because I honour him ; 
and I should no more think of adding to his re
spectability or happiness by giving him riches, 

than, if Shakespeare or Milton were alive, I 

should t'link we added to their respectab?lity, 

or were like!) to get better work from them, 

by q:iaking ,t;1em millionaires. 
99. But, ob~erve, it is not only the painter 

himself whom you injure, by giving him too 
high prices; you injure all the inferior painters 
~t the day. If they are mode;t, they will be 

discouraged and uepressed by the feeling that 
.... .- 1 

their ~oings are worth so little, comparatively, 

in y0ur eyes ;-if proud, all their worst pas
s)oRs will be aroused, and the insnlt or nppro
brium which they will try to cast on their 
:ucces3ful rival will nut only afflict and wound 
him, but c>t last sour and harden him: he can
not pass through 5uch & trial without grievous 
harm. 
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ioo. That, then, is the effeC't jou produce On 
the painter, of mark, and on the inferior ones 

of his own standing. ;But you do worse than 

this; you deprive yourselves, by what you gi\·e 
for the fashionable picture, of the power of 
helping the younger men who are coming for-

..; 
ward. Be it admitted, for argument's sake, if ., 
you are not convinced by what I have said, 
that you do no harm to the great man by pay
ing him well,; yet certainly you do him no 

spe~ial good. His reputation is established, and 

his fortune made ; he does not" care whether 

you buy or not; he thinks he ?s, rather do
ing you a favour than otherwise by letting 
you have one of his pictures at all. All .the ". . 
good you do him is to help him to buy a "new 
pair of carriage hors;s ; whereas, with that 

0 1 ° same sum which thus you cast away, you 
might have relieved th; hearts and prCIS~rv~d 

the health of twenty young painters; a:id if, 
amo1:;; thosf'. twenty, you but chanced on n11~ 

in whom a true latent power had been hin-
dered by his ·poverty, 1ust consider what ::i. , 

far-branching, far-embracing good -you have 
wrought with that lucky ex?enditure of yours. 
I say, / i::::onsider it," in vain,~ you cannot 
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consider it, for 'yflu cannot conceive the sickriess 
of heart with which a young painter of deep 

feeling toils through hi~ first obscurity ;-his 
sense of the strong voice within him, which 
you will not hear ;-his vain, fond, wondering 
witn~ss to the things you will not see ;-his 

' far-away perc"?ption of things that he could 
accompli~h if he had but peace, and time, all 
unapproachable and vanishing from him, be

cause no one will leave him pt"ace or grant 

him time•: all his friends falling back from h'im ; 

those whom ;1e would most reverently obey 

rebuking antl paralysing him; and, last and 
worst of all, those who believe in him the most 
faithfully suffering by him the most bitterly ;
the wife's eyes, in their sweet am't>ition, shini~g 
·brighter as the cheek wastes away; and the 

l!ttle lip~ at his sfde parched and pale, which 
one d2y1 he knows, though he may never see 
it, ·w:11 quiver so proudly when they call his 

n::ime, calling him "our father." You dc,prive 
· yourselves, by your large expenditure for pic

t11res of mark, of the"t power o'f relieving and 
redeeming· this distress; ·you injure the painter 

whom you pay so· largely ;-and what, after 
all, have you done for yourselves :ir got for 
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,, 

yourselves? It does not in the least follmv 
that the hurried work of a fashionable painter 
will contain more for your money than the 

) 

quiet work of some unknown man. In all 

probability, you w!ll find, if you rashly pur
chase what is popular at a high price, that you 
have got one picture you don;t care fo'f, for 
a sum which would have bought H\•enty you 
tvould have delighted in. 

101. For remember always, that the price 

of °a picture by a living artist nev.l!r repre

sents, never can represent, the quantity of 
labour or value in it. Its price represents, for 
the most part, the degree of desir~ which the 
rich people of the country have to possess it. 
Cnce get the· wealthy classes to imagine" that 
the possessionOof pictui'es by a given artist a<::ds 

to their " gentility," and the:te is no p1ice which 

his work may not immediately reach, ~nd for 
years mair,tain; and in buying at that price, 

you are no_t getting value for your mone,r, 
but merely disputing for victory in a contest 
of ostentation.- And ii.' is hardly possible to 
spend your money iri' a worse or more waste
ful way; for though you may not be doing it 
for ost<:::-;tation yourself, you are, by your 
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pf'rtinacity, not~ri;ihing the ostentation of others· 
you meet them ;n their game of wealth, and 

continue it for them ; if they had not f~und an 
opposite player, the game would have been 
done; for a proud man can find no enjoyment 
in p~ssessing himself of what nobody disputes 
with· him. So, that by every farthing you give 
for a picture beyond its fair price-that is to 
say, the price which will pay the painter for 
his time-you are not only chea!ing yourself 

and buyipg vanity, but you are stimula'Ling 

the vanity of .:>thers ; paying, literally, for the 
culti-yation of, pride. You may consider every 
pound that yo~ spend above the just price of 
a work of art, as an investment in a cargo of 
mental quick-lime or guano, which, being laid 
on the fields of humar, nature; is to grow a 
harvest 1-.f pride. ' You are in fact ploughing 
and liarrowing, in a most valuable part of your 
land, Jn order to reap the whirlwind; you are 
se_t_ting your hand stoutly to Job's agric~lture 
_:_ .. Let thistles grow instead of wheat, and 

c9ckle instead of barle~ ." 
102. Well, but you wiil say, there is one ad

vantage in high pri_ces, which more than coun
terbalances all this mischief, namel.Yt· \hat by 
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i;reat reward we both urge and eJlable a paintr,r 
' to produce~ather one perfect p:1cture than many 

inferior ones : and one perfect picture ( so you 
tell us, and we belie~e it) is worth a great 
number of inferior ones. 

· It is so ; but you cannot get it by paying 
for it. A great work is only done wherr the ,,, 
painter gets into the humour for it," likes his 
\ubject, and determines to paint it as well as 
he can, whether he is paid for it or not; but 

badi work, and generally the worst sqft of bad 
work, is done when he is tryin_g to produce 
a showy picture, or one that sh~) appear to 
have as much labour in it as shall be worth 
a high price.• 

'-·103. The1~· is, however, ariother point,., and 
a still more important, one, bearing on this 
matter of purchase, than tho keeping,--,down cf 

,. When this lecture was delivered, I gave here so'me data 
for approximate estimates of the average value o: good 
mode•'!. picture~. of different classes ; but the subject is too 
complicated to 0e adequately treated in writing, witho11't 
introducing more detail than the reader will have patience 
for. But I may '.,late, rouglft'y, that prices abov-? a hu.,,
di-ed guineas nre in general' extravagant for water-colours, 
and above five hundred for oils. An artist almost always 
does wrong who puts more work t~an these prices will re
munerate b''.11 for into any single canvas-his talent would 
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prices to a rational standard. And that is, th;it 
you pay your prices into the hancls of living 
men, and do not pour them into coffins. 

For observe that, as we arrange our pay
ment of pictures at present, no artist's work is 
worth half its proper value while he is alive. 
The' moment he dies, his pictures, if they are 
good, reach double their former value; but, 
that rise of price represents simply a profit 
made by the intelligent dealer or_ purchaser on 

his past. purchases. So that the real facts 
of the mattor are, that the British public, 

spending a certain sum annually in art, deter
mines that, of every thousand it pays, only 
five hundred shall go to the painter, or shall 
be .=:t all concerned in the prociuction of ai't; 

.ar.d that the other five hundreJ shall be paid 
merely at; a testim .. mial to the intelligent dealer, 

who· knew what to buy. Now, testimonials 

be beUer employed in painting two pictures thnn one so 
elabornte. The water-colour pninters nlso <ire gett:r;:- into 

_ the habit of making their drawings too large, and in a 
measure attachini::- their price rather to breadth and extent 
or toucl-: than to thoughthll labour. Of course marked 
exceptions occur here and thc're, as in the case of John 
Lewis, whose drawings are wrought with unfailing precision 
throui;:hout, whatever t'.1eir scale. Hardly any price can 
be remunerntive for such work. • 
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r.re very pretty and proper th'ings, within due 
limits ; but testimonial to tn◄e amount of a 
hundred pe;· cent. on ~he total expenditure is 

not good political economy. Do not, there
fore, in general, unless you see it to be neces
sary for its preservation, buy the picture of 
a dead artist. If you fear that jt may b/ ex
posed to contempt or neglect, buy it ;' its price 
,1~ill then, probably, not be high: if you want 

to put it intp a public gallery, buy it; you 

are 0sure, then, that you do not sp,md your 

money selfishly : or, if you lov:~d the man's 

work while he was alive, and bo'l1&ht it then, 
buy it also now, if you can see no li\'ing 
work equal to it. But if you did not buy 
it .:.•while the·- ·man was living, never buy' it 

after he is deao : you are then doing no good 
to him, and you are doing" some s':iame t~ 
yourself. Look around' you for pictures' thit 

you really like, and in buying which yo11. can 

help c;ome genius yet unperished-that is th,e 
best atonement you can make to the one you 
have neglected-and give to the living ancl 
struggling painter at·· once wages, and testi

monial. 

104. S\J far then of the motives which should 
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induce us to .keyep down the prices of modern 
art, and thus re;11der it, as a private·.possession, 

attainable by greater numbers of' people than 
at present. But we should strive to render it 

accessible to them in other ways also-chiefly 
by the permanent decoration of public build
ings; and it i.s in this field that I think we may 
look for -the profitable means of providing that 
constant employment for young painters of 
which we were speaking last eveJ?,ing. 

The f]rst and most important kind of public 

buildings wh•sh we are always sure to want, 

are _schools : .. and I would ask you to consider 
very carefully, whether we may not wisely in
troduce some great changes in the way of school 
deccration. Hitherto, as far as l know, it fi'as 
ei~her been so difficult .:o give a.U the education 

we wan.:ed to o· . ..r lads, that we have been 

obliged to do it, if at all, with cheap furniture 

and 12are walls; or else we have considered that 

cheap furniture and bare walls are a woper 
part of the means of education; and supposed 
tpat b,oys learned bei~ when they sat on hard 
forms, and had nothing But blank plaster about 
and above them .,whereupon to employ their 

spare attention ; also, that it was as -w,ell they 
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' s'1ould be accustomed to roug¾ otnd ugly con; 
' ditions of rhings, partly by ,vrty of preparing 

them for the hardships of life, and partly that 
) 

there might be the least possible damage done 

to floors and forms, in the event of their be
corhing, during the master's absence, the fields 
or instruments of battle. All this is so"' far ., 
well and necessary, as it relates to the training 
o( country lads, and the first training of boys 

in general. But there certainly comes a period 
l 

in tBe life of a well-educated youth, i,n which 

one of the principal elements of 0 his education 
is, or ought to be, to give him rdinement of 
habits ; and not only to teach him i:he strong 
exercises of which his frame is capable, but 
also to increase his bodily sensibility and. re
finement, and ~how hmi such small matte,s 

as the way of handling thi!ligs propc·dy, and 

treating them consideraiely. , 
105. Not only so; but I believe the notion 

of fixing the attention by keeping the room 

empty, is a wholly mistaken one: I think it i's 
just in the empt.iest roonrthat the mind \\'ponder~ 
most ; for it gets restlt!ss, like a bird, for want 
of a perch, and casts abou,t for any possible 

means of getting out and away. And even 
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if. it be fixed,, b,f an effort, on the business in 
hand, that busipess becomes itsel'" repulsive, 

more than it need be, by the vileness of its 
associations; and many a study appears dull 
or painful to a boy, when it is pursued on a 
blotted deal desk, under a wall with nothing ·on 
it bo.1t scratches and pegs, which would have 
been purciued pleasantly enough in a curtained 
corner of his father's library, or at the lattice 

window of his cottage. Now, n;iY own belief 

is, that t,he best study of all is the most beauti

ful ; and that_ a quiet glade of forest, or the 

nook of a lake shore, are worth all the school
rooms in Christendom, when once you are past 
the multiplication table; but be that as it may, 
there is no question at all but that a ti1ne 
ot:ght to come in the· life of.1 a well-trained 
}Outh, yhen he 1,can sit at a writing-table 

\Vithuut wanting to throw the inkstand at his 
neig~bour ; and when also he will feel more 

capable of certain .efforts of mind with heauti
tul and refined forms about him than with 
~gly ones. When th,:1t time c0mes, he ought 
to be advanced into the aecorated schools; and 
this advance ough~ to be one of the important 
and honourable epochs of his life. 
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106. I have not time, h
1

ow(iv~r, to insist gn 
the mere ,serviceableness to 0ur youth of re- · 

fined archit~ctural decoration, as such ; for I 
want you to consider the probable influence of 
the particular kind of decoration which I wish 
you to get for them, namely, historical painting. 
You know we have hitherto been in the 'nabit , 
of conveying all our historical knowl~ge, such 
~s it is, by the ear only, neyer by the eye ; all 
o~r notion of things being ostensibly derived 

) 

fro1:n verbal description, not from sig~t- Now, 
I have no doubt that, as we g:row gradually 
wiser-and we are doing so e,:~ry day-we 
shall discover at lasi: that the eye is a nobler 
organ than the ear; and that through the eye 
w~ must, in~reality, obtain, or put into form, 
nearly all the" useful <information we are ~to 
have about this world. E'\:en as the matter 

stands, you will find that the knowledge_ \,hii:it 
a boy is supposed to receive from verbal de
scription is only available to him so far as 
in any und~rhand way he gets a sight of 
the thing you are talki~ about. I rel"\1embe_r 
well that, for many y~ars of my life, the only 
notion I had of the look of a Greek knight 
was complicated between recollection of a 
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srnall engraviJ1gYin my pocket Pope's Homer, 
and reverent stu1ly of the Horse Gu.~rds. And 

though I believe that most boys collect their 

ideas from more varied sources and arrange 
them more carefully than I did ; still, what
ever sources they seek must always be ocular: 
if they are clever boys, they will go and look 
at the Cheek vases and sculptures in the 
British Museum, and at the weapons in our 
armouries-they will see what real armour is 

like in lustre, and what Greek armour was ,like 

in form, and so put a fairly true image to

gether, but catill not, in ordinary cases, a very 
living or interesting one. 

107. Now, the use of your decorative paint
ing·· would be, in myriads of ways, to animate 
their history for them, and to ;put the living 

aspect or• past thil'-gs before their eyes as faith

fu'lly • as intelligent invention can; so that the 

master shall have nothing to do but once to 

point to the schoolroom walls, and for ever 
aherwards the meaning of any word would be 
fixed in a boy's mind h the best possible way. 
Is it a question of classical dress-what a tunic 
was like, or a chlamys, or a peplus ? At this 

day, you have to point to some vile woodcut, 
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in the middle of a diction.ary,: p~ge, represen,t

ing the tNng hung upon a !$tick ; but then, 
you would i)oint to a hundred figures, wearing -, 
the actual dress, in its fiery colours, in all ac-
tions of various stateliness or strength ; you 
would understand at once how it fell round 
the people's limbs as they stood,_, how it dfl.fted 
from their shoulders as they went, how it 
veiled their faces as they wept, how it covered 
their heads in the day of battle. Now, if you 

war.it to see ~hat a weapon is like, you refer, 

in like manner, to a numbered ~age, in which 
there are spear-heads in rows, .·,and sword
hilts in symmetrical groups ; and gradually the 
boy gets a dim mathematical notion how one 
sc:mitar is liboked to the right and another' to 
the left, and or.ie javelin has a knob to it aad 
another none : while one glr.-nce at y0ur gooJ 
picture would show him, -and the first. fai11j 

afternoon in the schoolroom would for ever fix 

in his, mind,-the look of the sword and spe~r 
as they fell or flew; and how they pierced, or 
bent, or shattered-how men wielded the.m, and 
how men died by therri. 

108. But far more than all this, is it a ques
tion not of clothes or weapons, but of men ? 

9 
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ho;w can we su,ff\ :iently estimate the effect on 
the mind of a n, ,ble youth, at the ~ime when 
the world opens to him, of hav:.ng faithful 

and touching representations put before him 
of the acts and presences of great men
how many a resolution, which would alter an.d 
exalt the whol1; course of his after-life, might 
be formet.:, when in some dreamy twilight he 
met, through his own tears, the fixed eyes of 
those shadows of the great dead, unescapable 

and calm.: piercing to his soul ; or fancied that 
their lips mov'rd in dread reproof or soundless 
exh?rtation ?, And if but for one out of many 
this were true -if yet, in a few, you could be 
sure that such influence had indeed changed 
the1::- thoughts and destinies, an~ turned the 
ea5er aqd reckless youLl-i, who ,~'.ould have cast 
a.way hi,; energi~ on the I'ace-horse or the 

gam;.,l_inf{-table, to that noble life-race, that 
holy, life-.~azard, which should win all glory 

!O himself! and all good to his country,-would 
not that, to some purpose, be " political eco
Q-omy of :art" ? 

109. 1.\!)d observe, there could be no mo
not~c,y, no exha~stibleness, in the scenes 
x:~uired to be thus portrayed. Even if there 
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were, and you wanted fo~ ev~ry school in the 
kingdom, -~ne death of Leon:idas ; one battle 
of Marathon ; one death of Cleobis and Bito ; 

') 

there need not therefore be more monotony in 
your art than there was in the repetition 
of a given cycle of subjects by the religious 
painters of Italy. But we oug~t not to Jdmit 
a cycle at all. For though we haa as many 
great schools as we have great cities ( one day 
' I hope we _shall have), centuries of paint-

ingJ would not exhaust, in all the qµmber of 

them, the noble and pathetic 0ubjects which 
might be chosen from the history, of even one 
noble nation. But, beside this, you will not, 
in a little while, limit your youths' studies to 
SC, narrow fields as you do now. There- \Vill 

come a time-~ am sure of it-when it will -be 

found that the same practicd results," both in 
mental discipline and in political philo,suphj·, 
are to be attained by the accurate sturiy of 

medi~val and modern as of ancient histor)'. ; 
and that the facts of medireval and modern 
history are, on the wh~, the most imilortant 
to us. And among' these noble groups of 
constellated schools which J foresee arising in 
our England, I foresee also that there will be 
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di-1ided fields {)fhhought; and that while each 
will give its sch~>lars a great genei11I idea of 

the world's history, such as all inen should 

possess-each will also take upon itself, as 
its own special duty, the closer study of the 

• course of events in some given place or tim•e. 
It will review the rest of history, but it will 
exhaust its own special field of it; and found 
its moral and political teaching on the most 
perfect possible analysis of the results of hu

man conriuct in one place, and at one epbch. 

And then, the-· galleries of that school will be 
painted with the historical scenes belonging 
to the age which it has chosen for its special 
study. 

I i o. So far, then, of art as you may apply 
it to that great series 01

1 public ~uildings which 

you dev'Jte to th:.: education of youth. The 
next' l:trge class of public buildings in which 
we should introduce it, is one which I think a 
few years more of national progress will "'Pnder 
more serviceable to us than they have been 
!?tely. I mean, build:ngs for the meetings of 
guilds of trades. • 

And here, for the last time, I must again 
interrupt the course of our. cli.ief inquiry, in 
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order to state one other· pr(\c:ple of politic~\ 
economy, ··which is perfectly 1imple and indis

putable; bJt which, n~vertheless, we continu
ally get into commercial embarrassments for 
want of understanding; and not only so, but 
sllffer much hindrance in our commercial dis
coveries, because many of our bJ1siness m~n do 
not practically admit it. •• 

'\ Supposing half a dozen or a dozen men 
were cast ashore from a wreck on an unin

hab1ted island, and left to their own resources, 

one of course, according to his Gapacity, would 
be set to one business and one·, to another ; 
the strongest to dig and cut wood, and to 
build huts for the rest: the most dexterous 
to·make sho~s out of bark and coats 01ii:

0 

~f 
skins ; the be$'1: educated to look for iron or 
lead in the rocks, and to plail the cha~mels fo~ 
the irrigation of the fields. But thougl:t thetr 
labours were thus naturally severed, that small 

grou:o. of shipwrecked men would understan,d. 
well enough 'that the speediest progress was 
to be made by helping each other,-not by 
opposing each other : ' and they would know 

that this help could only ½e properly given 
so long as they were frank and open in their 
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re\ations, and th:\ difficulties which each lay 

under properly e!l.plained to the res'~ So that 

any appearance of secrPcy or separateness in 

the actions of any of them would instantly, and 

justly, be looked upon with suspicion by the 

rest, _as the sign of some selfish or foolish pro
ceeding on the part of the individual. If, for 
instani:e, the scientific man were found to have 
gone out at night, unknown to the rest, to alte~ 

the sluices, the others would thirk, and in all 

probabiliey rightly think, that he wanted to·'get 

the best supply of water to his own field ; and 

if tl:~ shoemaker refused to show them where 
the bark grew which he made the sandals of, 
they would naturally think, and in all proba
bility rightly think, that he didn't want them 

to see how much there was of 'it, and that he 

mean_t tel ask from them more corn and po

tatoes in exchange for his sandals than the 

trouMe of making them deserved. And thus, 

~!though each man would have 'l port:en 0f 
time to himself in which he was allowed to 
d.:> what he chose wifhout let or inquiry,-so 
long as l;e was working in that particular 

business which h~ had undertaken for the 

common benefit, an~, secrecy on his· part would 
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be immediately supposed· to:' mean mischief;. 
and wouli'' _require to be acc1unted for, or put 

an end to~ and thisi all the more because, 
whatever the work might be, certainly there 
would be difficulties about it which, when once 
tl'ley were well explained, might be more or 
less done away with by the h~lp of the '~est; 
so that assuredly every one of tnem would 
1-dvance with his labour not only more happily, 
but more profitably and quickly, by having no 

see:1-ets, and by frankly bestowing, ard frankly 

receiving, such help as lay in hb way to get or 

to give. 
I I I. And, just as the best and richest result 

of wealth and happiness to the whole of them 
would folio; on their perseverance in sti~h- a 
system of frru7k comm'hnication and of helpful 
iabour ;-so precisely the wol"st and p0orest re
sult would be obtained 'by a system of :;ecre~y 
and of enmity ; and each man's happineos and 
wealt11 would assuredly be diminished in pr?
portion to the degree in which jealousy and 
concealment became thei~ social and economicd 
pi;-inciples. It would ~ot, in the long run, bring 
good, but only evil, to the man of science, if. 
instead of telling openly where he had found 
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gcod iron, he ,c;,.refully concealed every new 
bed of it, that he might ask, in_, exchange 

for the rare ploughshar~ more corn from the 
farmer, or, in exchange for the rude needle, 
more labour from the sempstress : and it would 
not ~ltimatel_y bring good, but only evil, to the 
farmers, if they sought to burn each other's 
cornstacks, that they might raise the value 
of their grain, or if the sempstresses tried to 

break each other's needles, that e~ch might get 
all the sftching to herself. 

112. Now, ~hese laws of human action are 
precisely a~ :.:uthoritative in their application to 
the conduct of a million of men, as to that 
of six or twelve. All enmity, jealousy, oppo
sitio,11 and secrecy are wholly, arid in all c;r
cumstances, destructive in the,r nature-no~ 

p~oducti",e; and all kindness, fellowship, and 
communicativeness are invariably productive 

in tr..eir operation,-not destructive ; and the 
eyil principles of opposition and e,xclushP,ness 
are not rendered less fatal, but more fatal, by 
their acceptance amor,g large masses of men ; 

more fatal,. I say, exactly in proportion as th~ir 
influence is more S<;!cret. For though the oppo

sition does al~vays .its own simple, ,necessary, 
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rlirect quantity of harm, arid ,.t•·itpdraws always 
its own si:·1ple, necessary, me~.surable quantity· 
of wealth (·rom the sum possessed by the 

community, yet, in p~oportion to the size of 
the community, it does another and more re
fined mischief than this, by concealing its own 
fatality under aspects of mercantile complica
tion and expediency, and giving rise .. to multi
t1udes of false theories based on a mean belief 
in narrow and immediate appearances of good 

dolle here and there by things which ,have the 

universal and everlasting natui:i of evil. So 
that the time and powers of the nation are 
wasted, not only in wretched struggHng against 
each other, but in vain complaints, and ground
less discouragements, and empty investigations, 
and useless exJ>eriments in laws, and electicns, 
and inventions; with hope 0lways to,.pull wis
dom through some new!shaped slit in a, tallot
box, and to drag prosperity down out of the 
clou<Jc; along some new knot of electric wire ; 

while all the while Wisdom stands calling 'at 
the corners 0f the streets, and the blessing 
of Heaven waits ready to rain down upon 
us, deeper than the rivers and broader than 
the dew, _if only we will obey the first plain 
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pi;:inciples of h\lmanity, and the first plain pre
cepts of the ski!'.s: 11 Execute true.· judgment, 

and show mercy and COf/lpassion, every man to 
his brother ; and let none of you imagine evil 
against his brother in your heart."* 

I I 3. Therefore, I believe most firmly, that 
as the laws o( national prosperity get familiar 
to us, wt shall more and more cast our toil 
into social and communicative systems; and 
that one of the first means of (?Ur doing so, 

will be the re-establishing guilds of every 

important trade in a vital, not formal, con
dition ;-thati there will be a great council or 
government house for the members of every 
trade, built in whatever town of the kingdom 

' ,. It would be well if, instead of preaching continually 
about the doctrine of faith and good wofks, our clergymen 
would sim:,ly explain ,to their people a little what good 
wc • .-ks mean. There is not - chapter in all the book we 
profess ~.:i believe, more specially and directly written for 
Englan-;l than the second of Habakkuk, and I never in all 
my life heard one of its practical texts preached fr,o!P, _I 
suppose the clergymen are all afraid, and k,,ow their flocks, 
while they will sit quite politely to hear syllogisms out of 
th.-.: epistb lo the Romans, wiuld get restive directly if they 
ever pressed a practical text hon,e to them. But we should 
hnve no mercantile catastrophes, and no distressful pauperism, 
if we only read often, an,'! took to heart, those plain words : 
-"Yea, also, because he is a proud man, neither keepeth 
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c:cupies itself principally 1n .llu<:h trade, wit.h 
minor coui ...... il-halls in other ci11es; and to each 

council-hall, -iofficers att51ched, whose first busi

ness may be to examine into the circumstances 
of every operative, in that trade, who chooses 
to· report himself to them when qut of work, 
'lnd to set him to work, if he js indeed ::able
and willing, at a fixed rate of wag~s, deter
r1ined at regular periods in the council-meet

ings; and whose next duty may be to bring 

rep6rts before the council of all impr0vements 

made in the business, and me~ns of its ex

tension : not allowing private pa~ents of any 
kind, but making all improvements available to 
every member of the guild, only allotting, after 

r, l) , ~ -. 

at home, who enl:l)rgcth his jcsire as hel), and cannota be 
satisficd,--:-Shall not all these take up a parable against him, 
and a taunting proverb against him,•:md say, 'Woe to hih1 
that increnseth that which is n8t his: and to him tha•,lad:th 
himself witlt thick day'?" (What a glorious histmJ in one 
metaphor, of the life of a man greedy of formne !) "Woe 
to hiM -that coveteth an evil covetousness that he may set 
his nest on high. ,voe to him that buildeth a tO\m wi .. , 
blood, and stablishcth a city by iniquity. Deholcl, is it not 
of the Lord of Hosts that the f,'cople shall labour ir the vi>ry 
fire, and the people shall weary themselves for \'ery vanity?" 

The Americans, who have been sending out ships with 
sham bolt-heads on their timbers, and only half their bolts, 
may medit:itr on that '' buildeth :,. town with blood." 
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successful trial ,;;,f them, a certain reward to 

the inventors. ·i. J' 
r 14. For these, and _many otht:r such pur

poses, such halls will be again, I trust, fully 

established, and then, in the paintings and 
decorations of them, especial effort ought to 
be rnade to express the worthiness and hon
ourablenus of the trade for whose members 
they are founded. For I believe one of the 

worst symptoms of modern society to be, its 

notion of great inferiority, and ungentlema-ali

ness, as neces~arily belonging to the character 

of a tradesnnn. I believe tradesmen may be, 
ought to be-often are, more gentlemen than 
idle and useless people : and I belieYe that 
art :nay do noble work by recording in t:1e 
ha'.l of each trade, th~ servic ... s which men 

bdongin~ to ·that trade have done for their 

co"unt'ry, both preserving the portraits, and re
cordii:ig the important incidents in the lives, of 

those who have made great advances in .r.om
rrierce and civilization. I cannot follow out 
this subject-it branc/;_es too far, and in too 
many directions; besides, I have no doubt 
you will at once see and accept the truth of 

the main principle, and be able to think it 
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out for yourselves. I would1, fain also haye 
said sometl:iing of what mighe be clone, in the 
same mamr~r, for almshouses and hospitals, 
and for what, as I shall try to exp.lain in 

notes to this lecture, we may hope to see, 
some day, established with a different meaning 
in their name than that they now bear-,Jork
houses; but I have detained 'you -•too long 
already, and cannot permit myself to trespass 
ftrther on your patience except only to recapi

tul2te, in closing, the simple principle~. respect

ing wealth which we have gathe~ed during the 
course of our inquiry; principle$ which are 
nothing more than the literal and practical ac
ceptance of the saying which is in all good 
men's mouths-namely, that they are stew.-:irds 
or ministers of.> whatev"tr talents are entrus~~d 
to them. 

I 15. Only, is it not'' a strange thing/ that 
while we more or less accept the meaning of 

that s?ying, so long as it is considered meta
phorical, we never accept its meaning in its 
own terms ? You know the lesson is. given 
us under the form oF a story about money. 
Money was given to the servants to make use 
of: the unprofitable servant dug in the earth, 
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and hid his lor('s money. Well, we, m our 
political and spi_ritual application or this, say, 
that of course money doesn't m,.;an money : 
it means wit, it means intellect, it means in
fluence in high quarters, it means everythine 
in the world except itself. And do not 
you--see what a pretty and pleasant come
off there,. is for most of us, in this spiritual 
application? Of course, if we had wit, we 
would use it for the good of our fellow-crea

tures. But we haven't wit. Of course, i~ we 

had influence ,.with the bishops, we would use 
it for the goQ_d of the Church ; but we haven't 
any influe1,ce with the bishops. Of course, if 
we had political power, we would use it fo:
tl.e 1500d of the nation; but we h.1ve no poljti
ca1 power; we have nc-. talentsc_entrusted to us 

<:.f any strt OJI' kind. It is true we have a little 
n,oney, but the paraLle can't possibly mean 
anyt~mg so vulgar as money; our money's 
our own. 

I 16. I believe, if you think ser~ously ~f this 
matter, you will feel c.that the first and most 
literal application is ju~t as necessary a one 
as any other-that the story does very spe
cially mean what it says-plain money; and 
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that the reason we don't al• on1:e_ believe it do~s 
so, is a s 0 rt of tacit idea that while thought, 
wit, and imellect, and all po{ver of birth and 

position, are indeed given to us, and, there
fore, to be laid out for the Giver-our wealth 
has not been given to us; but we have worked 
for it, and have a right to spend it a:.; we 
choose. I think you will find that is the 
real substance of our understanding in this 
matter. Beauty, we say, is given by God-it 

is 1 talent; strength is given by G_od-it is 
a talent ; position is given by, God-it is a 

talent; but money is proper Wc!:ges for our 
day's work-it is not a talent, it· is a due. 
We may justly spend it on ourselves, if we 
h,we workecl' for it. 

I 17. And t!,J.ere wonld be some shadow.,of 
excuse for this, were it not t~at t.1-ie Vf',U powor 
of making the money i3 itself only one cf t:1e 
applications of the:.;; intellect or strength which 

we confess to be talents. Why is one man 
richer than another ? Because he is more in-· 
dustrious, more persevw-ing, and more saga
cious. Well, who made him more persevering 
or more sagacious than others ? That power 

of endurance, that quickness of apprehension, 
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that calmness of jui'lgment, which enable him 
to seize the opp')rtunities that other~. lose, and 

persist in the lines of conduct in ~vhich others 
fail-are these not talents ?-are they not, in 
the present state of the world, among the most 
distinguished and influential of mental gift5? 
And 'is it not wonderful, that while we should 
be utterlJ ashamed to use a superiority of 
body, in order to thrust our weaker compa

nions aside from some place of advantage, we 

unhesitatingly use our superiorities of rrind 

to thrust them back from whatever good that 

st~ength of .111ind can attain ? You would be 
indignant ff you saw a strong man walk into 
a theatre or a lecture-room, and, calmly choos
ing' t.he best place, take his feeble neighbc-ur 
by the shoulder, and ~urn him- out of it into 
tl1e baclr• seat::;, O" the street. You would be 

equaity indignant if ybu saw a stout fellow 
thrust himself up to a table where some hun_
gry children were being fed, and reac_h his 
arm over their heads and take thefr bread from 
them. But you are ,•10t the least indignant 
if, when_ a man has stoutness of thought and 
swiftness of capacity, and, instead of being 
long-armed only, has the much greater gift 
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of being long-headed-you think it perfectly 
just that I-"! should use his intellect to take the 

bread out of the mouths of all the other men 
in the town who are of the same trade with 
him ; or use his breadth and sweep of sight to 
gather some branch of the commerce of the 
country into one great cobweb, of whicn he 
is himself to be the central spide•, making 
every thread vibrate with the points of his 

\ 

claws, and commanding every avenue with the 

facets of his eyes. You see no injustice in this. 

I I 8. But there is injustice; ar-d, let us trust, 

one of which honourable men will at no very 
distant period disdain to be guilty.' In some 
degree, however, it is indeed not unjust; in 
some degre~; it is necessary and inten::ied. 
It is assured!)•' just tbat idleness should "'be 

surpassed by energy; that t~ widest :nfluen& 
should be possessed By those who are,, best 

able to wield it; and that a wise man, at the 

end of his career, should be better off than_ 
a fool. But.'for that reason, is the fool to be 

· wretched, utterly crushec- down, and left in all 
the suffering which his conduct and capacity 
naturally inflict ?-Not so. What do you 
suppose fools were made for? That you 



might tread upc n them, and starve them, and 
get the better of them in every pocrible way? 
By no means. They were roadie that wise 
people might take care of them. That is the 
true and plain fact concerning the relations of 
every strong and wise man to the world about 
him.' He has his strength given him, not that 
he may 1 crush the weak, but that he may 
support and guide them. In his own house
hold he is to be the guide and the support 

of his children ; out of his household h-: is 
still to be the father-that is, the guide and 

~ul?port-of.the weak and the poor; not merely 
of the mhitoriously weak and the innocently 
poor, but of the guiltily and punishably poor ; 
of 'the men who ought to have 1mown better 
- •of the poor who o.ught to ,be ashamed of 

ehemsebes. · It i" nothing to give pension and 
cbttage to the wido~ who has lost her son ; 
it is nothing to give food and medicine to 
the workman who has broken his arm, or the 
decrepit woman wasting in sickness. But it 
is something to use, your tim.:: and strengtli 
to war with the waywatdness and thoughtless
ness of mankind ; to keep the erring work
man in your service till you have made him 
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an unerring one ; and te,r direct your fellow-
, ' 

merchant ,-to the opportunity which his dulness 
would havt., lost. This is much ; but it is 
yet more, when you ··have fully achieved the 

superiority which is due to you, and acq1,1ired 
the wealth which is the fitting reward of your 
sagacity, if you solemnly accept the res~onsi
bility of it, as it is the helm and guide of 
labour far and near. 

·. 119. For you who have it in your hands are 

in .reality the' pilots of the power an~ effort of· 

the State. It is entrusted to yo!./ as an autho
rity to be used for good or evil, just as com
pletely as kingly authority was ever given· to 
a prince, or military command to a captain. 
AJJd, according to the quantity of it that;y-iu 
have in your,,,hands, you are the arbiters., of 
the will and work of Engla~d ; ::1.nd tl1e whc~e 

issue, whether the work of the State "shall 
suffice for the State or not, depends upon you. 
You may stretch out your sceptre over the 
head~-· of the English labourers, and say tu 
them, as they stoop t°-1, its waving, 11 Subdue 
this obstacle that has baffled our fathers, 
put away this plague that :onsumes our chil
dren ; water these dry places, plough these 
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desert ones, c.arry fuis food to those who are 
in hunger ; carry this light to thc•ie who are 
m darkness ; carry this life to th'bse who are 
m death;" or on the other side you may say 
to her labourers : " Here am I ; this power 
1s in my hand ; come, build a mound here 
for .ne to be throned upon, high and wide ; 
come, muke crowns for my head, that men 
may see them shine from far away; come, 
weave tapestries for my feet, that I may tread 

softly on the silk and purple ; come, dance-- be

fore me, that J may be gay ; and sing sweetly 

to_ i:ne, that ~ may slumber; so shall I live in 
joy, and die in honour." And better than such 
an honourable death it were that the day haJ 
peii,hed wherein we were born, and the ni-~ht 
in• which it was said" there it.L a child con
~eived .. r 

· I :co. I trust that if'! a little while there will 
be few of our rich men who, through careless
ness or covetousness, thus forfeit the glorious 
office which is intended for their hands. I 
said, just now, that ,wealth ill-used was as 
the net of the spider, efltangling and destroy
ing : but wealth well used is as the net of 
the sacred fisher who gathers souls of men 
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out of the deep. A tim~ will. come-I cl,o 
not think ·'~ven now it is far. from us-when 

this golden" net of the world's wealth will 
,) 

be spread abroad as the flaming meshes of 
morning cloud are over the sky; bearing with 
them the joy of light and the ~ew of the 
morning, as well as the summons to ii.on-, 
ourable and peaceful toil. What lest,;; can we 
h!=)pe from your wealth than this, rich men of 
England, when once you feel fully how, by the 

' streflgth of your possessions-not, ob!-,erve, by 

the exhaustion, but by the adninistration of 
them and the power,-you can dill"ect the acts 
-command the energies-inform the igno
rance-prolong the existence, of the whole 
hmnan race;' and how, even of worldly iis
dom, which min emploJs faithfully, it is trtle, 
not only that her ways are ·:pleasant1~~ss, but 

that her paths are peace ; and that, (o'r ail 
the children of men, as well as for tho!-e to 

whom. she is given, Length of days is in. 
her right hand, as in her left hand Riches 
and Honour? 
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(, 

Note, p. 18.-" Fatherly authority." 

I 211, Tms st~tement could not, of co,urse, be 
heard without displeasure by a r.trtain class of 
politicians ; and in one of the notices of these 
lectures given in the Manchester journals at the 
time, endeavour was made to get quit of it by 
referring to the Divine authority, as the only 
Paternal power.,with respect to which men were 
truly styled " brethren." Of caurse ,jt is su, 
and, equally of course, all human govemme;1t 
is nothing else than the executive expression 

of thi~ Divine authority. The moment govern
ment ceases to be the practical enforcement ot" 
Divine law, it is tyrarw.y; and the meaning 
which I attach to the words " paten:1al govern
ment," is, in more extended. terms, simply this 
-" The executive fulfilment, by formal human 
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methods, of the wi .l of the Father of man
kind respecting His children." I .,-:ould nol 
give su-ch a defi;ition of Governr-,ent as this 

in a popular lecture; and even in ,\-ritten 
form, it will necessarily suggest many objec
tions, of which I must notice and answer the 
m"st. probable. 

Only, ii: order to avoid the recurrence of such 
tiresome phrases as " it may be answered in 
the second place," and "it will be objected in 

the third place," etc., I will ask the read.~r's 

leave to arranre the discussion in the form of 

simple dialogue, letting 0. stand for objector, 
and R. fo-.· response. 

I 22. 0.-You define your paternal govern
me:nt to be the executive fulfilment, by forw.al 
lrnMan methods, of the J:)ivine wilt But, assur
e<tly, tha_t will cannot stand in need of aid or 

exiJre:;sion from human laws. It cannot fail 
of its fulfilment. 

R. 122. In the final sense it cannot; ~nd in 
that sense, men who are committing murder and 
stealing are fulfilling tpe will of God as much 
as the best and kindest people in the world. 
But in the limited and present sense, the 
onl_y sense with which we have anything to 
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do, God's will concerning: man , is fulfilled by 
some men>and thwarted by others. And those 
men who eil,her persuade or enforce the doing 

of it, stand towards ttiose who are rebellious 

against it exactly in the position of faithful 
children in a family, who, when the father is out 
of sight, either compel or persu~de the; rest 
to do as their father would have' them; were he 
present ; and in so far as they are express
i~g and maintaining, for the time, the paternal 

authority, they exercise, in the exact sense in 
which I mean the phrase to be understood, 
paternal government over the re:;.t. 

O.-Blit, if Providence has left a "liberty to 
1nan in many things in order to prove him, 
wl·~ should 'human law abridge that lib~"rt'y, 
and take upon,i itself to, compel what the gl'::at 
Lawgiver does not compel ?~ • , , 

123. R.-lt is confessed, in the enacl'tlleht 
of any law whatsoever, that human lawgivers 
have, .a right to do this. For, if you have 
no right to abridge any of the liberty which· 
Providence has left to man, you have no right 
to punish any one fdr committing murder or 
robbery. You ought to lea~e them to the pun
ishment of God and Nature. But if you think 
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yourself under obligation to punish, as far as 
human laws can, the violation of t.':1e will of 

God by these great sins, you al'e certainly 
under the same obligation to punish, with pro
portionately less punishment, the violation of 
His will in less sins. 

O.-No; you must not attempt to punish 
less sins :iy law, because you cannot properly 
define nor ascertain them. Everybody can de
termine whether murder has been committed or 

not, but vou cannot determine how far pec:ple 
have been unj·1st or cruel in minor matters, 
and therefor«" cannot make or execute laws 
concerning minor matters. 

R.-If I propose to you to punish faults 
wnic:1:i cannot be defined, or to execute Ia·.1Js 
wh:'Ch cannot be made: equitat•le, reject the 

lalvs I r~opose. 13ut do not generally object 
to 'the principle of law: 

o.-= Yes; I generally obJect to the princi pie 
of law as applied to minor things; beca11se, if 
you could succeed (which you canhot) in regu
lating the entire cond•1ct of men by law in 
little things as well as great, you would take 
away from human life all its probationary cha
racter, and render many virtues and pleasures 
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in_1possible. You would r<!duce, virtue to the 
movemenf'of a machine, inst~ad of the act of . . ,\ 
a spmt. . 

124. R.-You have just said, parenthetically, 
and I fully and willingly admit it, that it is im
possible to regulate all minor mat~ers by law. 
Is it not probable, therefore, tha .. t the degri!e in 
which it is possible to regulate then\· by it, is 
also the degree in which it is rig/1! to regulate 
them by it ? , Or what other means of judg

melit will you employ, to separate the things 

which ought to be formally regdated from the 
things which ought not? You admit that gr,eat 
sins should be legally repressed; but you say 
that small sins should not be legally repressed. 
How do you distinguish between great · 'and 
small sins? aad how do you intend to del'.er
mine, or do you in practice :nf daily life deter

mine, on what occasions you should ~ompet 
people to do right, and on what occasion5 you 

shou.1<1- leave them the option of doing wrong? 
0.-1 think you cannot make any accurate 

or logical distinction in ~uch matters ; but that 
common sense and instinct have, in all civilised 
nations, indicated certain cr.imes of great social 
harmfulnei::s, such as murder, theft, adultery, 
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slander, and such )i'.;,e, which it is proper to 
repress legally ; and that common ,,,,ense and 

instinct indicate also the kind of crimes which 
it is proper for laws to let alone, such as 

miserliness, ill-natured speaking, and many of 
those commercial dishonesties which I have 
a no.ion you want your paternal government 
to interfe,e with. 

R.-Pray do not alarm yourself about what 
my paternal government is likely to interfere 

with, but keep to the matter in hand. You ;;;ay 

that " common, sense and instinct" have, in 
all _civilised nations, distinguished between the 
sins that ·ought to be legally dealt with and 
that ought not. Do you mean that the laws 
of 'a'P civilised nations are perfect'? 

0.-No; certainly net. 
·R.-Or, that- they are perfect at least in their 

discrimination of what crimes they should deal 
with, and what crimes they should let alone? 

0.-No; not exactly . 
... R.-What do you mean, then? 

125. 0.-1 mean tha\,the general tendency is 
right in the laws of civilised nations; and that, 
in due course of time, natural sense and in
stinct point out the matters they should be 



b,rought to bear upon. J-md e~ch question of 
legislatior:• must be made a separate subject 

of inquiry a:S it presents itself: you cannot fix 
any general principles' about what should be 

dealt with legally, and what should not. 
· R.-Supposing it to be so, do yo,u think there 

are any points in which our _ English regis
lation is capable of amendment, as It bears on 
commercial and economical matters, in this 

present time? 
; 

D.-Of course I do. 
R.-Well, then, let us discus!'. these together 

quietly; and if the points that I want amen~ed 
seem to you incapable of amendment; or not in 
need of amendment, say so : but don't object, 
at•·starting, to the mere proposition of app!ying 
law to things •which ha-ve not had law app~ied 
to them before. You have admitted tt>e fitness 
of my expression, "paternal governmei:'t" :· it 

only has been, and remains, a question between 

us, pnw far such government should exten~. 
Perhaps you would like it only to regulate, 
among the children, the<..-length of their ]f'ssons ; 
and perhaps I shoula like it also to regulate 
the hardness of their cricket-balls : but cannot 
you wait ouietly till you know what I want 
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:it to do, before qu,1rrelling with the thing it-
self? •.•,• 

O.-No ; I cannot wait quietly'; in fact, I 
don't see any use in beginning such a discus
sion at all, because I am quite sure from the 
first, that you want to meddle with things that 
you,,have no business with, and to interfere 
with hea{thy liberty of action in all sorts of 
ways ; and I know that you can't propose any 

laws that would be of real use.* 
126. R.-If you indeed know that, .. you 

would be wro'lg to hear me any farther. But 
if you are only in painful doubt about me, 
which m.rkes you unwilling to run the risk of 
wasting your time, I will tell you beforehanJ 
wn.>t I really do think about this ·same liberty 
-of-action, namely, that .wheneve-:- we can make 
u perfer~ly e4uital)le law about any matter, or 
e~en" a law securing, bn the whole, more just 

,. If the reader is displeased with me for putting this fool
ish speech into his mouth, I entreat his parc:on ; hue ue may 
be assured that it is a speech which woul<l be made by many 
people, an<l the substance of. which would be tacitly felt by 
many more, at this point of the ~iscussion. I have really tried, 
up to this po:nt, lo make the objector as intelligent a person 
as it is possible for an a11thor to imagine anybo<ly to be who 
-differs with him. 
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conduct than unjust, we ought to make that 
law; and,:that there will yet, on these con

ditions, alw.i.ys remain a number of matters 

respecting which legallsm and formalism are 
impossible; enough, and more than enough, to 
exercise all human powers of individual judg
ment, and ~£ford all kinds of scope to indivi
dual character. I think this; but of course it 
can only be proved by separate examination 
of the possibilities of formal restraint in each 

given field of action; and these two, lectures 
are nothing more than a sketch of such a 
detailed examination in one field, 0 namely1 that 
of art. You will find, however, one or two 
0ther remarks on such possibilities in the 
ne,xt note. · 

Note 2nd, p. 2 r .-" Right i'o pdblic si,)port." 
'l ...... 

127. It did not appear to me desirable, in 

the course of the spoken lecture, to enter into 
details· or offer suggestions on the questions 
of the regulation of labour and distribution of ,._ .. 
relief, as it would 11ave been impossible to 
do so without touching on many disputed or 
disputable points, not easily handled before 
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a general audience~• But I must now sup'ply 
what is wanting to make my ge:tcral state-

ment clear. , 
I believe, in the first place, that no Chris

tian nation has any business to see one of 
its members in clistress without helping him, 
thm:.'gh, perhaps, at the same time punishing 
him : help, of course-in nine cases out of ten 
-meaning guidance, much more than gift, 

and, therefore, interference with liberty. When 

a peasant mother sees one of her careless c.hil
dren fall into • a ditch, her first proceeding is 

to pull him out; her second, to box his ears ; 
her third; ordinarily, to lead him carefully a 
little way by the hand, or send him home: 
for- ,the rest of the day. The child usmliy 
cr:es, and very often ;:wuld ckarly prefer re
rl1aininf · in Ihe ditch ; and if he understood 
any of the terms of 'politics, would certainly 

expr~ss resentment at the interference with 
his individual liberty : but the , mothf!r has 

0

done her duty. Whereas the usual call of the 
mother nation to any• of her childrP.n, under 

such drc1..1;1nstanccs, has lately IJcc11 nothing 

more than the foxhunter's,- 11 Stay still there ; 

I shall clear you." And if we always could 
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clear them, their requests, to be left in muddy 
independc:~ce might be sometimes. allowed by 

.kind people;, or their cries f~r help disdained 
' by unkind ones. Bu't we can't clear them. 

The whole nation is, in fact, bound together, 
as men are by ropes on a glacier-if one falls, 
the rest mu.st either lift him or drag him '-tlong 
with them• as dead weight, not witLout much 
increase of danger to themselves. And the 
law of right being manifestly in this-as, 

wh,!ther manlfestly o_r not, it is alway~, the law 

of prudence-the only questioD is, how thiii 
wholesome help and interferenc;e are to be 
administered. 

128. The first interference should be in 
ed'>Jcation. 'In order that men may be ab!e' to 
support thems;~lves whlln they are grown, t~eir 
strength must be properly develoff'd wh;•Je 

they are young ; and ti"'le State should a:.ways 
see to this-not allowinE! their health 'to be 

· ,. l t · 1s" very pirious to watch the efforts of two shop 

keepers to ruin each other, neither having the least irlea that 
his ruined ncii::hhour must cve<1tually he supported nt his own 

r:xpe111c, willi an increase of.poor mks; nnd I hat the co111,,sl 
between them is not in reality which shall gel everything 
for himself, but which shall first 1.0 ke upon himself and his 

customers the gratuitous maintenance of the other's family. 

1( 
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bi;,oken by too .. early labour, nor their powers 

to be wasted for want of knowledge. Some 

questions connected with this matter are 

noticed farther on under the head II trial 

schools" : one point I must notice here, that 
I believe all youths, of whatever rank, ought 
to leaTn some manual trade thoroughly; for it 
is quite \,onderful how much a man's views 
of life are cleared by the attainment of the 

capacity of doing any one thing well with his 

hands an.cl arms. For a long time, what riiht 

life there was Jn the upper classes of Europe 

dep~ended in po small degree on the necessity 

which each man was under of being able to 
fence ; at this day, the most useful things 
whic.h boys learn at public sdiools are,• l 

bel:eve, riding, rowing, •and cricheting. But it 

would bP. far bette'l that members of Parliament 

should be able to plough straight, and make a 

horse.shoe, than only to feather oars neatly 
or point their toes prettily in stirrups .... Then, 

in literary and scientific teaching, the great 
p9.int 0f eco_nomy is h .. • give the discipline of 
it through .knowledge wnich will immediately 
bear on practical life. Our literary work has 

long been economicaliy 11seless to JJS becau!'ie 



ADD:;:ND~. 

too much concerned with <lead languages_; and 

our scientific work will yet, for some time, be 

a good deal --lost, because scientific men are too 

fond or too vain of their systems, and waste 

the student's time in endeavouring to give him 
large views, and make him percei vc interesting 
connections- of facts; when there is nol! one 
stuc.knt, 110, nor one man, in a thou.\and1 who 

can feel the beauty of a system, or even take 

it clearly int_o his head; but nearly all men 

ca1, understand, and most will be interested in, 

the facts which bear on daily ·',ife. Botanists 

have discovered some wonderfrl connection 
between nettles and figs, which a co,vboy who 
'will never see a ripe fig in his life need not be 
at''all troubied about; but it will be intereiting 

to him to kr,'~W what' effect nettles have' on 

hay, and what taste they wi!-'. give to forridge; 
and it will give him nea'rly a new life if !1e can 

be got but once, in a spring time, to look ,veil 
,tt the- 1,eautiful circlet or white nettle blossom, 

and work out with his schoolmaster the curves 
of its petals, and the w:.."'j it is set on its.central 
mast. So, the principle of chemical equiva
lents, beautiful as it is, matters far less to 
a peasant boy, and even to most sons of 



11 A JO'. FQR EVER." 

ge!ltlemen, thap their knowing how to find 
whether the water is wholesome in •·the back

kitchen cistern, or whether the seven-acre field 

wants sand or chalk. 

129. Having, then, directed the studies of 
our you th so _ as to make them practically se1·
vicea:O,le men at the time of their entrance into 
life, that Lntrance should always be ready for 
them in cases where their private circum

stances present no opening. There ought to be 

governme,_nt establishments for every_ trade,, in 

which all yout~s who desired it should be re

ceived as apr,rentices on their leaving school ; 

and men thrown out of work received at 
all times. At these government manufactories 
the· discipline <iliould be strict, an<i the wages 
steo..<ly, not v-arying at a,Jl in pre.portion to the 

dC:.mand ,for the ar-~icle, but only in proportion 

to che • price of food ; the com modi ties produced 

being)aid up in store to meet sudden demands, 

and sudden fluctuations in prices pre_v.l;'nted : 

--that gradual and necessary fluctuation only 

being allowed which is. ?roperly consequent on 
larger or ll}Ore limited supply of raw material 
and other natural ,causes. When there was 

a visible tendency to produce a glut of any 



commodity, that tendency ::;houl<l be checked by 

directing,:,t-he youth at the government schools 

into other :1rades; and the yearly surplus of 

commodities should be the principal means of 

government provisions for the poor. That 
pcovision should be large, and not disgraceful 

to them. At present there are very strange 
notions in the public mind respecti,1g the re

ceiving of alms : most people are willing to 

take them !n the form of a pension from 

go ,ernment, but unwilling to take them in the 

form of a pension from their p')rishes. There 

may be some reason for this sing11Jar preju?ice, 
in the fact of the government pefrsion being 
·usually given as a definite acknowledgment o{ 

some service done to the country ;-bu~· 'the 

parish pensio,~ is, or ;,ught to be, given pre

cisely on the same terms. ,A lii.bou;·,,r sen'es 

his country with his spade, just as a ~:ian - in 

the middle ranks of life serves it with his 

sword_ ,!)en, or lancet : if the service is less, and 

therefore the wages during health less, then 

the reward, when hec..~th is broken, )'llay be 
less, but not, therefore, less h~mourable ; and 
it ought to be quite as natural and straight

forward a matter for a labourer to take his 
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pension from his parhh, because he has deserved 
well of his parish, as for a man cJ;n higher 

rank to take his pension from :,1is country, 

because he has deserved well of his country. 

I 30. If there be any disgrace in coming to 

the parish, because it may imply improvidence 
in e;,.'rly life, much more is there disgrace in 
coming torthe government : since improvidence 
is far less justifiable in a highly educated than 

in an imperfectly educated man ; and far less 

justifiabl~ in a high rank, where extravaga,ce 

must have be'i".n luxury, than in a low rank, 

where it mr1y only have been comfort. So 
that the real fact of the matter is, that people 
will take alms delightedly, consisting of a 
caIT1age and footmen, because those do P.ot 
look like alms to the, people i,n the street ; 

bdt they~will not Jake alms consisting only of 

bread· and water and cuals, because everybody 

woultj understand what those meant. Mind, 

I do not want any one to refuse the qirriage 

who ought to have it; but neither do I want 

them to refuse the r:>als. I should indeed 
be sorry i( any change in our views on these 
subjects invoh,-ed the least lessening of self

dependence in the English mind_: but the 
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common shrinking of men; from the acceptance 
of public.charity is not self-dependence, but 
mere base .:nd selfish pride. It is not that 
they are unwilling to live at their neighbours' 
expense, but that they are unwilling to confess 
they do : it is not dependence they wish to 
avoid, but gratitude. They will take places in 
which they know there is nothing to.be done
they will borrow money they know they cannot 
repay-they will carry on a losing business 

whh other people's capital-they will, cheat the 
public in their shops, or sponge,pn their friends 
at their houses; but to say plainly they arc 
poor men, who need the nation's lrdp and go 
into an almshouse,-this they loftily repudiate, 
ar,.d virtuously prefer being thieves to be;ng 
paupers. ,• 

13 r. I trust that these deceptive .. efforts ,,of 

dishonest men to appear independent, a;1d the 
agonizing efforts of unfortunate men to '~emain 

indcpepdent, may both be in some degree 
checked by a better administration and unde1·
standing of laws re5'\IJecting the po~r. But 
the ordinances for relief and the ordinances 
for labour must go toget.~er; otherwise dis
tress caused by misfortune will al ways be 
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confounded, as it is; now, with distress caused 
by idleness, unthrift, and fraud. •-h is only 
when the State watches and guidei; the middle 
life of men, that it cari, without disgrace to 

them, protect their old age, ackncnvledging 
in that protection that they have done their 
duty,' or at least some portion of their duty, 
in better •.days. 

I know well how strange, fanciful, or imprac
ticable these suggestions will appear to most of 

the business men of this clay ; men who on
ccivc the proper state of the world lo be 
simply that c:,f a vast and disorganized mob, 
scrambling each for what he can get, tramp
ling down its children and old men in the 
mire; and doing what work it finds 11111st :be 
dor:e with any irregula'f squad ~f labourers it 

clt'n brib.t:•or invei1le together, and aftenvards 
scatte\· to starvation. A great deal may, in

deed, be done in this way by a nation strong
elbowed and strong-hearted as we a,:"-not 
easily frightened by pushing, nor discouraged 
by falls. But it is sti1-', not the right wny of 

doing thini;{s, for people· who call themselves 
Christians. Every, so named soul of man 

claims from every other such soul,_ protection 
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and education in childhood,-hP.lp or punish

ment in "'middle life,-reward or relief, if 

needed, in ;.;1d age; all of these should be 
completely and unstintingly gfren ; and they 

can only be given by the organization of such 
a system as 1 have described. 

NL1te 3rd, p. 27.-" Trial Sc/100/s." 

132. It ma;' be seriously questioned by the 
reader how much of painting talent \\'e really 

lose on our present system,• a~d how much 

• It will be observed that, in the lectur~, iLis assu11wt 

thnt works of nrt :ue nntionnl treasures ; nnd thnt it is dc
simblc to withdraw all the hands cnpable of paintiug or 
c:i.rving from ot~er employments, in order that they .,.n.1y 
produce this kind of wealth. I do not, in assuming this, 
mcnn thnt works l."r nrt add 'io the monetary resources" of 

a no.tion, or form pa.rt of ils wen.Ith,, in ;i1e vt:.~['.nr sensl!. 
The result of the snlc of a pii:111re in the country :•~elf -is 
merely thnt n certnin sum of money is tmnsfcrrcd frc-n1 the 

hands of B, the purchaser, to those 1.,i A, the pru<l ucer ; 
the sum u)t,imntely to be distributed rc111:tinin~ the same, 
only A ultimntely,~pcnding it instead of D, while the lnbonr 

nf A 1111H been in the me1mlime withdrnwn from productive 
chnnnr.h; he hnR pninlc<l n piC1urc which nul101ly rnn livp 

upon, or live in, when be m;ght have grown corn or built 
houses : when the sale therefore is effected in the country 
itself, it docs not ncld to, but climir,lshcs, the monetary re· 

~ourccs of the country, except only so fer as IL mny uppenr 
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we should gain by. the proposed trial schools. 
For it might be thought that, as mar.ters stand 
at present, we have more pain'~rs than we 

probable, on other grounds, that A is likely to spend the 
sum he receives for his picture more rnlionall y and use
fully than B would have spent it. If, indeed, the picture, 
or other work of art, be sold in foreign countries, either 
the rt,oney or the useful products of the foreign country 
being impo;;tcd in exchange for it, such sale adds to .,,e 
monetary resources of the selling, and diminishes those of 
the purchasing nation. But sound political economy, strange 
as it may at first appear to say so, has nothing whatever 
to <lo wilh separations between national iuterests. Political 
economy ineans the management of the affairs of cili~ns ; 
and it either reg:<.':ds exclusively the administration of the 
affairs of one n~tion, or the administration of Lhe affairs of 
the· world c::1sidered as one nation. So when a transaction 
between individuals which enriches A impoverishes B in 
-precisely the same degree, the sound economist considers 
it au unproductive transaction between the ~nclividuals ., and 
if a trade between two nations which enriches one, impover
ish~s the other in the sarn~ degree, ~.ie sound economist 
c'onsiders_..i, an unpro,;!uctive trade between the nations. It 
is no~ a general question c: political economy, but only a 
partic~lar question of local expediency, whether an article, in 
itself valueless, may bear a value of exchange in trnnsactions 
with some other nation. The economist consi4_ers only !he 
actual value of the thing done or produced ; and if he sees a 
quantity of labour spent, for instance, by the Swiss, in pro• 
<'ucing·woodwork for sale tc;"·the English, he at once sets the 
commercial i,mpoverishment o(·the English purchaser against 
the commercial enrichment of the Swiss seller ; and con
siders the whole transaction productive only as far as the 
woodwork itself is a real addition to the wealth of the world. 
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ought to have, having so nany .bad ones, and 
that all youths who had true painters' genius 
forced their v1ay out of obscurity. ,, 
For the arr:mgement of the laws of a nation so as to procure 
the greatest advantages to itself, and leave the smallest ad van• 
tages to other nations, is not a part of the science of politi
cal economy, but merely a broad applicatior of the science 
of fraud. ~onsiclered thus in the abstract, pictures are not 
an additio11 to the monetary wealth of the wor1;1, except in 
the amount of pleasure or instruction to be got out of them 
day by day : but there is a certain protective effect on wealth 
eKercised by works of high art which must always be included 
in thf estimate oi' their value. Genernlly speaking, persons 
who decorate their houses with pictures will not· spend so 
much money in papers, carpets, curtains, 1.'r other expensive 
and peri,hable luxuries as they would otherwise, Works of 
good art, like books, exercise a conservath:e eS'ect on the 
rooms they are kept in ; ;md the wall of the library or picture 
i::allery remains undisturbed, when those of other rooms are 
repa.:,crccl or re-·~anelled. Of course this effect is still ,Q1c.re 
definite when the picture is on the walls themselves, either 
on canvas strctchedq into fixed ''shapes on their panels, o; in 
fresco ; ·involving, of course, the prese:·,vatio•n of t:\P, building 
from all unnecessary and caprio:ous alteration. And, gent-£· 
ally speaking, the occupation of a large number of hr.ncls in 
painting or sculpture in any nation may be conside1ed as 
lending tq_ !=heck the disposition to inclulge in perishable 
luxury. I do not~ however, in my assumption that works of 
art are treasures, take much into considerntion this colla
teral monetary result. I consi ... ~r them treasures, m~rely a,s 
permanent means of pleasur-2 and instruction; ancl having 
at other times tried to show the several ways in which they 
can please ancl teach, assume here that they arc thus useful, 
and that it is de~irablc to make as many painters as we can. 
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This is not so. It is difficult to analyse the 

characters of mind which cause yotlths to mis
take their vocation, and to endeav$ur to become 

artists, when they have no true artist's gift. 
But the fact is, that multitudes of young men 
do this, and that by far the greater number 
of living artists are men who have mistak~n 
their vo~ation. The peculiar circumstances 
of modern life, which exhibit art in almost 

every form to the sight of the _youths in our 

great cities, have a natural tendency t') fill their 

imaginations ~-with borrowed ideas, and their 
m __ inds with, imperfect science ; the mere dis

like of mechanical employments, either felt to 
be irksome, or believed to be degrading, urges 
ni.nabers of young men to becorrie painterb, in 
tire same temper in ·.vhich th~y would enlist 

or go .to sea; c-~hers, the sons of engravers 

or artists, taught the· business of the art by 

thei':" parents, and having no gift for it them

selves, follow it as the means of liveJ:J.iood, in 
an ignoble patience; or, if ambftious, seek to 
a.ttrac-J: regard, or distance rivalry, by fantastic, 
meretricious, or unprecedented applications of 
their mechanical .skill ; while finally, many 

men, earnest in feeling, and con,cientious in 
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principle, mistake their i'ies're tq be useful for 
a love of ';,.it, and their quickness of emotion · 
for its capac;ty, and pass their lives in paint

ing moral and instrt1ctive pictures, which 
might almost justify us in thinking nobody 
cot.Id be a painter but a rogue. On the other 
hand, I b~lieve that much of the best arListi
caf intellect is daily lost in other a·,•ocations. 
Generally, the temper which would make an 
admirable artist is humble and observant, cap

able.• of taking much interest in little. things, 
and of entertaining itself pleasantiy in the dull
est circumstances. Suppose, addtd to these 

characters, a ste-ady conscientiousness which 
seeks to do its duty wherever it may be 
pla<:.ed, and c'he power, denied to few artist-ical 
minds, of ingc.<nious im·ention in almost any 

practical department of human • skill-: .and it 

can hardly be doubted that the very humility 
and conscientiousness which would have per

fected t/,e painter, have in many instances 
prevented his' becoming one; and that in the 
quiet life of our steadJL' craftsmen-sag:i.ciou:5 
manufacturers, and uncomplaining, clerks
there may frequently be con(;:ealed more genius 
than ever i,s raised to the direction of our 
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rublic ,vorks, 0r to• be the mark of our public 

praises. 

133. It is indeed probable, thai: intense dis

position for art will conquer the most formid

able obstacles, if the surrounaing circumstances 
are such as at all to present the idea of sttch 
conq'uest to the mind; but we have no ground 
for concluding that Giotto would ever have been 
more than a shepherd, if Cimabue had not by 

chance found him drawing; or that among the 

shepherrls of the Apennines there were1· no 

other Giottos,•undiscovered by Cimabue. We 

arf! too muc, in the habit of considering happy 
accidents as what are called 'special Provi
dences' ; and thinking that when any great 
,vo11k needs to be done, the man who is tc, do 

it will certainly be pointed out,,by Providence, 

oe he ,i1epherd -0r seaboy ; and prepared for 

his work by all kinds of minor providences, 

in the best possible way. Whereas all the 

analogies of God's operations in other ,matters 

prove the contrary of this; we find that II of 
thous;,_nd seeds, He cnften brings but one to 
bear," oftPn not one; and the one seed which 

He appoints to b~ar is allowed to bear crude 

or perfect fruit according to the_ dealings of 
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"' 
th':! husbandman with il. · And there ·cann0t 

be a douDt' in the mind of any person accus-· 

tomed to ta!& broad and logical views of the 
world's history, that it~ events are ruled by 

Providence in precisely the same manner as its 
harvests ; that the seeds of good and evil are 
broadcast among men, just as the seeds of 
thistles and fruits are ; and that accJrding to 
the force of our industry, and wisdom of our 

husbandry, t~~ ground will bring forth to us 
figs 'or thistles. So that when it seem,, needed 

that a certain work should be ,done for the 

world, and no man is there to do .it, \Ye h.ive 
no right to say that God did not wish it to be 
done; and therefore sent no men able to do it. 
The probabifity (if I wrote my own convic
tions, I shouki" say certainty) is, that He s~nt 
many men, hundreds of men, r,ble 'to du it ; an'd 

that we have rejected tl-i'em, or crush~d t~em ; 

by our previous folly of conduct or of im:titu

tion, w" • have rendered it impossible to dis
tinguish, or lmpossible to reach them; and 
when the need for then.' comes, ancl we suffer 
for the want of them, it is not that God refuses 

to send us deliverers, and sr-ecially appoints all 
our consequPnt sufferings; but that He has sent, 
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and we have refusn::d,' the deliverers ; and the 
pain is then wrought out by His ·::!·~ernal law, 

as surely as famine is wrought <::ut by eternal 
law for a nation which will neither plough nor 

sow. No less are we in error in supposing, 
as we so frequently do, that if a man be found, 
he i's sure to be in all respects fitted for the 
work to be done, as the key is to the Jock : and 
that every accident which happened in the 
forging him, only adapted him more truly to 

the war.ds. It is pitiful to hear historians• be

guiling them~~lves and their readers, by trac

ing- in the e-irly history of great men the minor 
circumstances which fitted them for the work 
they did, without ever taking notice of the 
other circumstances which as assuredly un
fitced them for it; so 'Concludi:·.g that miracu
lous iP,t'erpositio:-.:1 prepared them in all points 

for everything, and that they did all that could 
have been desired or hoped for from them : 

whereas the certainty of the matter., is that, 
throughout their lives, they were thwarted and 
corrupted by some th-i:igs as certainly as they 
were helped and disciplined by others; and 

that, in the kindliest and most reverent view 
which can justly be taken of them, they were 



ADDE/'IDA() 
✓ 

but poor mistaken crea.,uri;s, struggling with 
, a ~vorld m'0,e profoundly mistak;n than the/;· 

~assuredly r,:inned against ol sinning in thou-
, sands of ways, and l¼inging out at last a 

maimed result-not what they might or ought 
to have done, but all that could be done against 
the world's resistance, and in spite of their Q)Wn 
sorrowful falsehood to themselve"s. o 

134. And this being so, it is the practical 
duty of a wise nation, first to withdraw, as far 

as S1ay be, its youth from destructive influ-
<> 

ences ;-then to try its mater@! as far as 

possible, and to lose the use of 11-one that is 
good. I do not mean by '' withdra\\:ing· from 
destructive influences" the keeping of youths 
out., of trialb ; but the keeping them out: t>f 
the way of th~gs pure~y and absolutely mis

chievous. I do not mean .tha( wa- should 
shade our green corn i,1 all heat, and 3he--1-

ter it in all frost, but only that we sl~ould 

dyke out the inundation from it, and drive the . '., 
fowls away f1·om it. Let your youth labour 
and suffer; 'but do not Jet it starve, nor steal, 
no- blaspheme. 

135. It is not, of course,)n my power here 
to enter into details of schemes of education; 

12 
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and it will be_ long, before the results of ex-
periments now in progress will give data for 
the solution of the most difficult q-.!lestions con
nected with the subject, of which the principal 
one is the mode in which the chance of ad
vancement in life is to be extended to all, and 
yet ,aade compatible with contentment in the 
pursuit c,; lower avocations by those whose 
abilities do not qualify them for the higher. 
But the general principle of trial schools lies 

at the r9ot of the matter-of schools, tha~ is 
to say, in wJ--Jch the knowledge offered and 
di~fipline enforced shall be all a part of a great 
assay of the human soul, and in which the one 
shall be increased, the other directed, as the 
triec heart and brain will best bear, and no 
otl,erwise. One thing, howeve:-, I must say, 
tiiat iI\, this tria~ I believe all emulation to 
be a' false motive, and all giving of prizes a 
false, means. All that you can depend upon 

in a Loy, as siguificalivc of' lt'uc powr•:, likely 
tu issue in good fruit, is his will to work for 

• 
the wprk's sake, not r..is d,~sire to s11rpass his 

school-f ellqws ; and the aim of the teaching you 
give him ought tQ be, to prove to him and 
strcng·then in him his own scpnrMe gift, not 
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t~ puff him into swollefll rhmlry lvith \hose w!;i.o 
are ever1a-stingly greater than he : still les~ 

ought you to hang favours ;nd ribands about 

the neck of the creat&re who is the greatest, 
to make the rest envy him. Try to make them 

love him and follow him, not s~truggle with 
him. 0 

·136. There must, of course, be e;,.?amination 

0

to ascertain and attest both progress and rela

tive capacity~ but our aim should be to make 

th~ students rather look upon it as ~ means 
of ascertaining their own true:, positions and 
powers in the world, than as an a1;ena in which 

to carry away a present victory. I· ha;e not, 
J:>crhaps, in the course of the lecture, insisted 
enough on the nature of relative capacitr•a•nd 
individual ch.rracter, a~ the roots of all feal 
value in Art. We are too 1'1.Uch in ihe habi't, 
in these days, of acting 'as if Art worth a· price 
in Lhe market were a commodity which people 

cou!J l;,",gcu~rnlly taugl1L Lu prnJucc, a11J as if 
the education 'of the artist, not his capacity, ga\'c 

the skrlini; vnh1e to hir, work. No impression 
can possibly be more ~bsurd or fal5e. What
ever people can teach each other to do, they 
will ~stimate, and ought to estimate, only as 
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co_mmon industry ; •1otfling will ever !etch a 

high price but precisely that which ,1,;annot be 

taught, and which nobody can do \ut the man 

from whom it is purchased. No state of society, 

nor stage of knowledge, ever does away with 
the natural pre-eminence of one man over an
other-; and it is that pre-eminence, and that 
only, whi::h wi1l give work high value in tne 
market, or which ought to do so. It is a bad 

sign of the judgment, and bad omen for the 

progress~ of a nation, if it supposes itself to 

possess many qrtists ot equal merit. Noble art 

is nothing le~s than the expression of a great 

soul ; ana· great souls are not common things. 
If ever we confound their work with that of 
otlu::".s, it is not through liberality, out throt:gh 
blir,dness. , 

Note 4th, p. 28.-" .Pub/ii: favour." 

137. There is great difficulty in maJ·:_ng any 

short or general statement of the difference 
between great and igr,;;ible minds in their be
haviour to ,the 'public.' · It is by no means md

versally the case tl1at a mean mind, as stated 

in the text, will bend itself to what you _ask of 
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it,: on the contrary, the'l-e PS on~ kind of mind, 
the mean~st of all, which perretually complains. 
of the publi~, and contemplates and proclaims 

3 
itself as a ' genius,' refuses all wholesome dis-
cipline or humble office, and ends in miserable 
artd revengeful ruin ; also, the gi:_:eatest minds 
are marked by nothing more distinctly0 than . ~ 

an inconceivable humility, and accGptance of 

0
work or instruction in any form, and from 

any quarter. ~ They will learn from everybody, 

an~ do anything that anybody asks ,of them, 

so long as it involves only toil] or what other 
men would think degradation. B,,t the ~oint of 
quarrel, nevertheless, assuredly rises· some day 
between the public and them, respecting some 
m.:.tter, not "of humiliation, but of Fact. •t~ur 

great man alf1ays at last comes_ to see so"ine
thing the public don't see. '.fhis sonfething he 
will assuredly persist in 'asserting, whethe~ w1th 

tongue or pencil, to be as lze sees it, not as 
they sr~, it:, and all the world in a heap on 
the other side, will not get him to say other
wise. Then, if the woi:;d objects to the c;aying, 
he may happen to ge't stoned or r.urnt for it, 
but that does not in the leao:;t matter to him ; if 
the world has no particular objection to the 
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s~ying, he ma~, get }eave to mutter it to himself 
till he dies, and be merely taken for• an idiot ; 
that also does not matter to him-•Lmutter it he 
will, according to what he perceives to be fact, 
and not at all according to the roaring of the 
walls of Red Sea on the right hand or left ·of 
him.' Hence the quarrel, sure at some time 
or other i.'o be "started between the public and 
him ; while your mean man, though he will 

spit and scratch spiritedly at the public, while 

it does n0t attend to him, will bow to it for its 

clap in any dkection, and say anything when 
he has got i.ts ear, which he thinks will bring 
him another clap ; and thus, as stated in the 
text, he and it go on smoothly together. 

T;1ere are, however, times when the ob.:;ti
nae'y of the mean man l0oks verJ like the obsti

nacy of t11e great one; but if you look closely 
into the matter, you will always see that the 
obsthacy of the first is in the pronunciation 
of " I ; " and of the second, in the pp:;-,minci.
ation of II It." 
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Note st\ p. 56.-" Invention of new wants.'· 
• 

I 38. It W\)uld have been impossible for poli-

tical economists long
3 

to have endured the 
error spoken of in the text,• had they not been 

cdnfused by an idea, in part well founded, that 
the energies and refinements, as well a's the 

' ,# riches of civilised life, arose from "imaginary 
,wants. It is quite true, that the savage who 

• I have give1) the political economist too much credit in 
say?ng this. Actually, while these sheets are pas~lng through . 
the press, the blunt, broad, unmitigated f,ill::icy is enunciated, 
formally and precisely, by the common councilmen of New 
York, in their. report on the present c6mn:i'>rci.o.l crisis. 
Here is their collective opinion, published in the Ji'mes of 

'November 23rd, 1857 :- "Another erroneous idea is that 
luxurious livinb", extravagant dressing; splendid turn-out;; :nnd 
fin~- houses, are the cause of distress to a nation. No· more 
erroneous impress.bn could e1ist. Every extr::ivagance~that 
the man of 1001000 or 1,000,000 doqars indulgts in add;?to 
the means, the support, the w?alth of ten or a hm,.~•ed ,~·ho 
had little or nothing else but their labour, their il"\tellect, 
or their taste. If a man of 1,000,000 dollars spends prin
cipal and interest in ten years, :ind finds himself beggared at 
the end of th:i.,time, he has actually made a hundred who 
have catered to his extravagance, employers or employed, 
so much richer by the divisk n of his wealth. He may _be 
ruined, but the nation is better off and richer, for one hun· 
dred minds and hands, with 10,000 dollars apiece, are far 
more productive than one with the whole." 

Yes, gentlem_en of the common council; but what has been 
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knows no neecls but,- th0se of food, shelter, aNI 

sleep, and after he has snared his venison and 

patched the rents of his hut, passes the rest of 

his time in animal rep~se, is in a lower state 
than the man who labours incessantly that he 
may procure for himself the luxuries of civili
saticfo ; and true also, that the difference be
tween one and another nation in progressive 
power depends in great part. on vain desires : 

doing in the time of the transfer? The spending of .the 
fortune 1ia,;- taken a certain number of years (suppose ten), 
and ·during that ti~ne 1,000,000 dollars' worth of work has 
heen done by the people, who have been paid that sum 
for 1t. W!:-~re is the product of that work? By your own 
statements, wholly consumed ; for the man for whom it has 
been done is now a beggar. You hilve given therefore, as a 
nnl.;C,Q, 1,000,CXlO dollars' worth of work, a,1d ten yea~s of 
time, and you have produced, as ultimate result, one beggar. 
Excellent ecoRomv, gentlemen ! and surf to conduce, in due 
Sequence, tu the produ-;tion of more than one beggar. Per
ha,)s H!a. matter may be ma,:e clearer to you, however, by 
a mor,. familiar instance. If a schoolboy goes out in the 
morning with fiye shillings in his pocket, and Comes home 
penniless, having spent his all in tarts, principal ~~cl interest 
nre gone, and fruiterer and baker are enr::hed. So far ~o 
good. But suppose the schoolboy, instead, has bought a 
book anti a knife ; principal ,a,d interest are gone, and book• 
seller and cutler are enriched. :Jut the schoolboy is enriched 
also, and may help his schoolfellows next day with knife 
and book, instead of lyii;g in" bed and incurring a debt to the 
doctor. · 
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but these idle motives 1are meq:ly to be co,;i-
sidered a~ -giving exercise to the national body 

·• and mind ; ti:,;iey are not sources of wealth, ex-
cept so far as they giv~ the habits of industry 
and acquisitiveness. If a boy is clumsy and 
Ia~y, we shall do good if we can l?ersuade him 
to carve cherry-stones and fly kites ; ancf this 
use of his fingers and limbs ~ay ~ventually 
,be the cause of his becoming a wealthy and 

happy man;., but we must not therefore argue 

th;,;:t cherry-stones are valuable pronerty, or 

that kite-flying is a profitable nrode of passing 
time. In like manner, a nation a~ways wastes 
its time and labour directly, when it· i~,.;'ents a 
new want of a frivolous kind, and yet the in
vention of such a want may. be the sign i:i a 
healthy activi'.y, and the labour undergone· to 

satisfy the new want may ~ead: indirectly, i!o 
useful discoveries or to' noble arts ; so·· tha( a 

nation is not to be discouraged in its fancies 
when ;f, is either too weak or foolish to be 
moved to exertion by anything but fancies, or 
has attended to its se:ious ·business first. ,If 
a nation will not forge iron, but likes distil
ling lavender, by all means,give it lavender to 
distil; only, do not let its economists suppose 
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that lavender ,is as, pr0fitable to it as oats, i;ir 

that it helps poor people to live, any more than 
the schoolboy's kite provides hir.1 his dinner. 

Luxuries, whether national or personal, must 

be paid for by labour withdrawn from useful 
things; and no nation has a right to indulge• in 

then~ until all its poor are comfortably housed 
and fed. ·. 

I 39. The enervating influence of luxury, 

and its tendencies to increase vice, are points 

which t keep entirely out of consideratior. in 

the present e;;say; but, so far as they bear 
on any question discussed, they merely furnish 
addition·at evidence on the side which I have 
taken. Thus, in the present case, I assume 
th·at- the luxuries of civilized life ate in pos;;es

sion harmless, and in ·acquiren:-mt serviceable 
as a mo~ive tor exertion ; and even on those 

favourable terms, we arrive at the conclusion 

that ,the nation ought not to indulge in them 

except under severe limitations. M 11.ch less 
ought it to indulge in them if th~ temptation 
consequent on their po7.session, or fatality inci
dent to their manufactm·e, more than counter
balances the good done by the effort to obtain 
them. 
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• Note (l,t~l, p. 74.-" iconomy of literature." 

140. I haw~ been much irri'pressed lately by 
one of the results of tht? quantity of our books; 

namely, the stern impossibility of getting 
an:Ything understood, that required patience 
to understand. I observe always; in the cease 
of ~my own writings, that if evt:1- I s-tate any
~hing which h<ls cost me any trouble to as
certain, and which, therefore, will probably 

req'llire a mGrnte or two of reflection from 
) 

the reader before it can be :}l:cepted,-that' 
statement will not only be misunderstood, but 

\ 

in all probability taken to mean sumahing 
very nearly the reverse of what it does mean. 
Now, whatever faults there may be in .'fi'ly 

modes of exp!"'tssion, I, know that the wo"ds 
I use will always be found, Q.Y johm:Dn's dic

tionary, to bear, first oi all, the sense · I ude 
them in ; and that the sentences, wh~ther 

awkwardJy turned or not, will, by the ordinary 
rules of gram.mar, bear no other inte:-pretation 
than that I mean them, to bear ; so that the 
misunderstanding of them must result, ulti
mately, from the mere fac,t that their matter 

sometimes requires a little patience. And I 



see the same kind •of'inisinterpretation put ,;in 

the words of other writers, whene,;er they re

quire the same kind of thought. .;, 

141. I was at first a little despondent about 
this ; but, on the whole, I believe it will have a 
good effect upon our literature for some ti•me 
to come; and then, perhaps, the public may 
recover its patience again. For certainly it is 

excellent discipline for an author to feel that 

he must say all he has to say in the fewest 

_ possible. words, or his reader is sure to ::.kip 

them ; and irr• the plainest possible words, or 
his reader ,,,ill certainly misunderstand them. 

Gene;all°y, also, a downright fact may be 
told in a plain way; and we want downright 
fad,; at present more than anything else. And 
thdugh I often hear m·oral peo1-le complaining 

of the bad etfectr; of want ·of thought, for my 

part, ..-it seems to me that one of the worst 

dise:>.ses to which the human creature is liable 
is its disease of thinking. If i~ wr11ld only 

just look • at a thing instead of 'thinking what 

• Tberc can be no question, however, of the mischievous 
tendency of the hurry of the p~escnt day, in the wny people 
undertake this very looking-. I gave three years' close ancl 
incessant labour to the .:xamination of the chronology of the 
architecture of Venice; two long winters bein~ wholly spent in 



it JnUst'be like, or do a t:i)ing instead 'of think-
• • C'\ Q l 

·mg 1t cani1ot be done, we should all get on far 
better. '} ·• 

\l 

, Note 7th, p. 147.-" Pilots of t/ie State." 

142. While, however, undoubtediy, thes19 re
spohsibilities attach to every person possessed 
of wealth, it is necessary both to avoid any 

stringency of statement respecting the bene-,., 
volrnt modes of spending money, and t,o admit 
and approve so much liberty of £;pending it for 
selfish pleasures as may distinctly i:pake wealth 
a personal reward for toil, and secure-·· in the 
n'linds of all men the right of property. For 

.. · ... 
the drawing of details on the spot; and yet I see constantly 
that architects wh6"1pass three" or four days in a gond::il:l 
going up and clown the Grand Cnnnl, tJ;,jnk that th\:ir first in~ 
pressions are just as likely to be· true as my patiently,. ~oug"t 
conclusions. Mr. Street, for instance, glances hastily '\t the 
fa~ade of the Ducal Palace-so hastily that he does not even 
see what its,pattern is, and misses the alternation of red ancl 
black in the centl'IS of its squares-and yet he instantly ven• 
tures on an opinion on the chronology of its capitals, which 
is one of the most complicate--) and difficult subjects in the 
\i•hole range of Gothic arch~c.fogy. It may, nevertheless, be 
ascertained with very fnir probability of correctness by any 
person who will give a month's had work to it, but it can 
be ascertained no otherwise. 



aJthough, without i;loebt, the purest pleasur:es 
it can procure are not selfish, it b only as a. 
means of personal gratification 1;hat it will be 

desired by a large majority of workers ; and it 
would be no less false ethics than false policy 
to check their energy by any forms of put.lie 
opi1i~on which bore hardly against the wanton 
expendit~re of honestly got wealth. It would 
be hard if a man who has passed the greater 
part of his life at the desk or counter could not 

at last hnocently gratify a caprice ; and all the 

best and most-,sacred ends of almsgiving would 

be. at once disappointed, if the idea of a moral 
claim 'took the place of affectionate gratitude in 
the mind of the receiver. 

· t43. Some distinction is made· by us natu
raHy in this respect, betwee·-\· earned and 

irlherited wealth,; that which is inherited 

appearing to involve the most definite re

sponsibilities, especially when consisting in 
revenues derived from the soil. The form of 

taxation which constitutes rental cif lands places 
annually a certain p~-rtion of the national 
wealth in the hand~ of the nobles, or other 
proprietors of the imil, under conditions pecu

liarly calculated to induce them to give their 
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b-tst care to its efficient administration. Tge 
want of m,struction in even the simplest prin

ciples of commerce and econci'my, which hither
to has disgraced our ~chools and universities, 

has indeed been the cause of ruin or total inu
tility of life to multitudes of our men of estate; 
but this deficiency in our pubfic education 
caiinot exist much longer, and i2 appears 
!o be highly advantageous for the State that 

a certain number of persons distinguished 

by" race sho~'ld be permitted to set ~xarnples 

of wise expenditure, whether in the advance

ment of science, or in patronag~ of art and 
literature; only they must see to it thit they 
fake their right standing more firmly than 
they have done hitherto, for the position ,bf a 
rich man in r1lation to those around him' is, 
in our present real life, an(\ is

0 

also conteri1-

plated generally by political economists as oe
ing, precisely the reverse of what it ~ught 

to be. . A rich man ought to be continually 

examining h6w he may spend his money for 
the advantage of otherr.•: at present, othP.rs are 
continually plotting how ,they may beguile him 
into spending it apparently, for his own. The 
aspect which he presents to the eyes of the 



w9rld is gener_ally ~pat of a person holding a 
bag of money with a staunch grasp, and re
solved to part with none of it 1;::nless he is 

forced, and all the peop1e about him are plot

ting how they may force him : that is to say, 
how they may persuade him that he wants 
this ~hing or that ; or how they may pro
duce thin;;s that he will covet and buy. 0,1e 
man tries to persuade him that he wants per

fumes; another that he wants jewellery ; an

other that he wants sugarplums ; another tpat 
I 

he wants rose~ at Christmas. Anybody who 

can invent a. new want for him is supposed 
~ ,. 

to be a i::>enefactor to society : and thus the 
energies of the poorer people about him are 
c01,t:nually directed to the productic,n of co\!et
ablc, instead of servic,..able, th,i.,gs ; and the 

ri ... h man has the general aspect of a fool, 

plutteci against by the world. Whereas the 

real ~spect which he ought to have is that of 

a person wiser than others, entrusted ."}'.ith_ the 
management of a larger quantity of capital, 
w~ich ,he administers f~r the profit of all, di
recting eaci} man to the labour which is most 

healthy for him, an_? most serviceable for the 
community. 



ADDEND'} • 193 

. , 
0 () 0 

NoR 8th, p. 148.-" Silk and purple." 
• 

144. In '-'i'trious places 1hroughout these 
lectures I have had to Ullude to the distinction 

between productive and unproductive labour, 
and between true and false wealth. I shall 
here endeavour, as clearly as I ca&n, to e>,.~Jain 
thl' distinction I mean. ~ ,:, 

Property may be divided generally into two 

kinds ; that which produces life, and that which 

pn¥luces the' objects of life. That wl1ich pro_:

duces or maintains life consi!,ts of food, in 

so far as it is nourishing ; of fµrniture and 
clothing, in so far as they are protective or 
QJ1erishing; of fuel ; and of all land, instru
mer-1ts, or ni'aterials necessary to produce f-1od, 

houses, cloth~, and fu'l!l. It is specially J.nd 

rightly called useful property., ' " " 
The property which produces the objects 'of 

life consists of all that gives pleasure or ."sug

gests anc\ preserves thought : of food, furniture, 
and land, in ~o far as they are pleasing to the 
appetite or the eye ; of luxurious dress, an_d 
all other kinds of lux11rie~; of books, pictures, 

and architecture. But the ,modes of connec
tion of certain minor forms of property with 



human labour rendr:r it desirable to arrange 
them under more than these two hAads. Pro

perty may therefore be conveninntly consid
ered as of five kinds. 

145. (1) Property necessary to life, but not 
producible by labour, and therefore belonging-of 
right', in a due measure, to every human being 
as soon as he is born, and morally inali~n
able. As for instance, his proper share of the 
atmosphere, without which he cannot breathe, 

and of •vater, which he needs to quench ~his 
thirst. As m·1ch land as he needs to feed 

from is also inalienable ; but in well-regulated 
comm~1111ties this quantity of land may often 
be represented by other possessions, or it.5 
need supplied by wages and privileges. 

(2) Property necessary to lifc.j, but only pro

ducible uy labour, ·and of which the possession 
is morally connected with labour, so that no 

person capable of doing the work necessary 
for its produdion has a right to it. until he 
has <lone th.,.t wrirk ;-" he that will not work, 

neithPr shriuld he eat:" It consists of simple 
food, clothing, and h,bii:ntion, with their seeds 

and mate:rials, or instruments and machinery, 
and ani inals used for necessary draught or 
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los:omotion, etc. It is to be ob,;;erv~d of th\S 
kind of p;cvperty, that its increase cannot usu

ally be carrieJ beyond a certain point, because 
it depends not on laboui1 only, but on things of 
which the supply is limited by nature. The 
possible accumulation of corn depends on the 
quant~ty of corn-growing land p'ossesse,j or 
confrnercially accessible; and 4that :of steel, 
~imilarly on the accessible quantity of coal and 
iron-stone. It follows from this natural limita-

' tim, of supply that the accumulation, of pro-
perty of this kind in large mass~ at one point: 

or in one person's hands, commo11Iy involves, 
more or less, the scarcity of it at another point· 
and in other persons' hands ; so that the acci
den~s or en~rgies which may enable one rhan 
to procure a '"''S"reat deal of it, may, and, in 
all likelihood will, partially pr,evei1t ocher mecn 
procuring a sufficiency of it, however willing 

they may be to work for it ; therefore/ the 
modes ,-.( its accumulation and distribution 

need to be irl some degree regulated by law 
and by national treatiics, in order to secure 

justice to all men ° 
Another point requmng, notice respecting 

this sort of property is, that no work can be 
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·wasted in producing it, provided only the kind 
of it produced be preservable and disLributable, 
since for every grain of such co,nmodities we 
produce we are rende; ing so much more life 

possible on earth.• But though we are sure, 

,. 'this point has sometimes been disputed ; for instance, 
opening Mi~.'s 'Po:itical Economy' the other day, I chanr,ed 
on a passage in which he says that a man who makes a 
coat, if the person who wears the coat does nothing useful 
while he wears it, has done no more good to society than the 
man who has only raised a pineapple. Ilt..'. this is a fallacy 
::1<luced by endeavour after too much subtlety. No1:e of 
us have a right to <'Jay that the life of a man is of no use to 
him, though it rnay be of no use to us; and the man who 
made ::._. coat~ and thereby prolonged another man's life, 
has done a gracious and useful work, whatever may come 
of the life. so prolonged. vVe may say to the wearer of tl.e 
co.it; "You who are wearing coats, and cl.,ing nothing in 
them, are at present wasting your own life and "other 
pe~ple's ; '' but we have no '-'right to s:i:,'-'that his existence, 
liowever wasted, 'is w~.sted away. It may be just dragging 
ibelf on, in its thin golde,. line, with nothing dependent 
upon.it, to the point where it is to strengthen into good 
chairrcable, and have thousands of other lives dependent on 
it. Meantime, the simple fact respecting the coat-maker i.,, 
that he has given so much life to the er ,ature~ the results 
of which he cannot calculate ; they· m;y be-in all pro
babilit:• will be-infinite r·asults in some way. But the 
raiser of pines, who has 9nly,.given a pleasant taste in the 
mouth to some one, may ;ee with tolerable cleamess to the 
end of the taste in the ~nouth, and of all conceivable results 
therefrom, 
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thus, that. we are emp!oying pfople well, ,ye. 

cannot be ··sure we might not have employed 

them better; for it is possibl~ to direct labour 

to the production cf Iii~, until little or none is 

left for that of the objects of life, and thus to 

intrease population at the expens~ of civiliza
tion, learning, and morality : on the 'other 
ha'ria, it is just as possible-a~d th.: error is 

\me to which the world is, on the whole, more 

liable-to direct labour to the objects of life 
I 

tilrtoo little is left for life, and thus to ,increa~e 

luxury or learning at the exprnse of popula

tion. Right political economy h.olds its aim 
poised justly between the two extremes;· desir-
1·11g neither to crowd its dominions with a 
race: of sav~ges, nor to found courts and •"col-

leges in the mt'/.lst of a c!esert. , 

146. (3) The third kind o~ property is that 

which conduces to bodily pleasures and con

veniences, without directly tending to st;·stain 

life; perl:iaps sometimes indirectly tending to , 

destroy it. All' dainty (as distinguished from 

nourishing) food, and "Jleans of producing it ; 
all scents not needed' f0r health ; substances 

valued only for their appea~ance and rarity (as 

gold and jewels); flowers of difficult culture; 
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apimals used (or de1ight (as horses for racing), 

and such like, form property of thi.s 'class ; to 

which the term ,'luxury,', or I lu:_uries,' ought 

exclusively to belong. 
1 

Respecting which we have to note, first, 
that all such property is of doubtful adva.n-

' tage ~ven to its possessor. Furniture tempting 
to indole1,ce, sweet odours, and luscious food, 

are more or less injurious to health : while 

jewels, liveries, and other such common be

longings of wealthy people, certainly con1ey 

'"no pleasure t" their owners proportionate to 

th~ir cost. .i 

Farther, such property, for the most part, 

perishes in the using. Jewels f~nn a great 
exception-but rich food, fine dresses, ho,·ses 

and- carriages{ are col'isumed '1y the owner's 

use. It ought m,uch oftener to be brought to 

the notice of rich men what sums of in~erest 

of nioney they are paying towards the close 

of their lives, · for luxuries cons_umd in the 

middle of them. It would be very interesting, 

fo,r in~tance, to know t'1e exact sum which the 
money spent in Lond'm for ices, at its desserts 

and balls, during the last twenty years, had 

it been saved and put out at compound interest, 



would'at this moment IH}ve furnished-for useful 
I • I -, ~ . 

purposes:'. , 

Also, in wpst cases, the t:hjoyment of such 
property is wholly seDish, and limited to its 
possessor. Splendid dress and equipage, 
hc,wever, when so arranged as to produce real 
beauty of effect, may often be rather a nene
rot.'.J · than a selfish channel 6f ex:,enditure. 
They will, however, necessarily in such cases 
involve some of the arts of design; and there

for~ take the1
1
r place in a higher categ?ry than 

that of luxuries merely. 

147. (4) The fourth kind of pr~perty is that 
which bestows intellectual or emotior,a1· plea
~ure, consisting of land set apart for purposes 
of delight ri'tore than fo1· agriculture, of bq.o!'cs, 
works of art, .?.~d object"o of natural history., 

It is, of course, impossible ~o lix a1, accurate 
limit between property· of the last class aad 
of this class, since things which are a -mere 
luxury t9 one person are a means of intel
lectual occui;ati-:m to another. Flowers in a 
London ball-room are a luxury; in a botanical 
garden, a delight of the intellect; and in their 
native fields, both ; while the most noble works 
of art are continually mad~ material of vulgar 



luxury or of criminal rride; but, when rightly 
used, property of this fourth class ;s the only 

kind which deserv·es the name of ,:·eat property, 

it is the only kind w!iich a man can truly 

be said to ' possess.' What a man eats, or 
drinks, or wears, so long as it is only what 
is m:.'.::!dful for life, can no more be thought of 
as his p;)ssession than the air he breatiies. 
The air is as needful to him as the food ; but 

we do not talk of a man's wealth of air, and 

what fo9d or clothing a man possesses mae 

than he himself requires must be for others to 

use (and, to him, therefore, not a real property 
in itsei'r,· but only a means of obtaining some 
real property in exchange for it). Whereas 
the .things that give intellectual or emotional 
enjqrment may be accumulate,'r and do not 

pc5rish in'"'using; .but continually supply new 

pleasures and new powers of giving pleas.ures 

to others. And these, therefore, are the only 
things which can rightly be thought of, as giv

ing ' wealth' or 'well being.' · Food conduces 
only to ' being,' but %hese to ' welt being.' 
And there is not any 'broader general dis
tinction between lower and higher orders of 

men than rests on their possession of this real 



property. The human ra~e m3;y be proper)y. 
divided L>y 'zoologists into "men who have 

gardens, libq.ries, or works of art ; and those 

who have none;" ar,tl the former class will 

include all noble persons, except only a few 
who make the world their garden or museum; 
while the people who have not, 'or, whrrh is 
thl .. same thing, do not care for 6ardens or 
libraries, but care for nothing but money or 

luxuries, will include none but ignoble persons·: 

onty it is nec~ssary to understand that, I mean 

by the term 'garden' as muc9 the Carthu

sian's plot of ground fifteen fee{ square be
tween his monastery buttresses, as i- 'do the 

15rounds of Chatsworth or Kew ; and I mean 
by ,the terni. ' art' as much· the old saHor's 
print of the ~<J.cretlzusa bearing up to engage'the 
Belle Poulc, as I do Raphael',s ,i'Disp11ta," aild 

even_ rather more; for ,vhen abundant, beauti

ful possessions of this kind are almost always 

associat<>d with vulgar luxury, and become 

then anything bcrt indicative of noble character 
in their possessors. 'The ideal of human life 
is a union of Spart:.n c;implicity of manners 

with Athenian sensibility and imagination ; 

but in actual results, we\ are . continually 
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mistaking ignoranc~ f<;>r simplicity, ana sen
suality for refinement. 

148. (5) The firth kind of prop~rty is repre
sentative property, con!!.~sting of documents or 

money, or rather documents only-for mor~ ·, 
· itself is only a transferable document, currc:s:~ 
amor.g societies of men, giving claim, at ~ight, 
to some -definite bP.nefit or advantage, n,0st 
commonly to a certain share of real property 
existing in those societies. The money is only 

genuine ,when the property it gives claim tcd is 
real, or the advantages it gives claim to cer

tain ; otherwise, it is false money, and may be 
consid~red as much 'forged' when issued by 
a government, or a bank, as when by an in .. 
divid.ual. Thus, if a dozen of men,· cast as~ore 
on :; desert island, pick .. up a nu.-1ber of stones, 
put a red- spot on each stone, and pass a law 

that every stone marked with a red spot shall 
give t:lairn to a peck of wheat ;-so long as no 
wheat exists, or can exist, on the isJand, the 
stones are not money. But ·tht moment as 
much wheat exists as !ihall render it possible 
for the society always_ tc· give a peck for every 
spotted stone, the spotted stones would be
come money, and might be exchanged by their 
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posscs:;;ors for whatever ot~er commodities they 
chose, to''the value of the peck ~f wheat whi~h 

the stones r1;presented. If !nore stones were 
issued than the quam~ty of wheat could an
swer the demand of, the value of the stone 
c0inage would be depreciated, in proportion 
to its increase above the quantity need:'i!d to 
an.!wer it. 

149. Again, supposing a certain number of 
'the men so cast ashore were set aside by lot, 

or,,any other
1 

convention, to do the, rougher 

labour necessary for the who)~ society, they 
themselves being maintained by the daily allot-

• l , 

ment of a certain quantity of food, ·c1'othing, 
etc. Then, if it were agreed that the stones 
spotted witn red should be signs of a Gm1ern

ment order fo~ the lat-our of these men ; •and 

that any person presenting ~ spotted stone •at 
the office of the labourers, should be entiti'ed 

to a man's work for a week or a day, th.e red 
stones ,vould be money ; and might-probably 
would-imm~di.1tely pass current in the island 
for as much food, or rlothing, or iron, or any 
other article, as a man's work for the period 
secured by the stone was worth. But if the 
Government issued so many spotted stones 



that it was impossjblr.- for the body d'f m1;11 

they employed to comply with thf' orders,
as, suppose, if they only employecl. twelve men, 
and issued eighteen spc:ted stones daily, order
ing a day's work each,-then the six extra 
stones would be forged or false money ; a:1d 
the effect of' this forgery would be the depre
ciation of .. the value of the ,vhole coinage 'by 
one-third, that being the period of shortcom
ing which would, on the average, necessarily 

ensue in, the execution of each order. Mi.;ch 

occasional wocl.. may be done in a state or 
society, by help of an issue of false money 
( or fal~e- promises) by way of stimulants ; and 
the fruit of this work, if it comes into the.. 
prdr~1iser's hands, may sometimes enable !:he 
fals~ promises at last tc, be fulfil\oo: hence the 
frJquent issue of false money by governments 

antl banks, and the not unfrequent escapes 
from· the nat,aral and proper consequences of 

such false issues, . so as to cause a ,r.onfused 
conception in most people's 1mi;1ds of what 
money really is. I am .Aot sure whether some 
quantity of such false is.me may not really be 
permissible in a nation, accurately proportioned 
to the minimum average produce of the labour 



it excnes; but all such procedures 'are more 
or less u'i-1c:;ound j and the notibn of unlimited 
issue of curi;-ency is simply one of the ab
surdest and most mo:.:istrous that ever came 
into disjointed human wits. 

I 50. The use of objects of real or supposed 
value for currency, as gold, jeweJiery, ek., is 
ba,·'.::>arous; and it always expresses,,either the 
measure of the distrust in the society of its 

own government, or the proportion of distrust

ful~ or barbarous nations with whom .i,t has to 
deal. A metal not easily corrocl,ed or imitated, 

it is a desirable medium of cun:ency for the 
sake of cleanliness and convenien~e, but, were 
it possible to prevent forgery, the more worth
lesi; the metal itself, the better. The ure· of 
worthless m"4ia, unre<,trained by the us~ of 

valuable media, has always )1itnerto 1•involve:<l, 
and is therefore supposed to involve neces

sarily, unlimited, or at least improperly ex

tended, .. issue; but we might as well suppose 
that a man m;ist necessarily issue unlimited 
promises because his µrords cost nothing. In
tercourse with foreign nations must, indeed, 
for ages yet to come, at the world's present 
rate of progress, be carried on ,by valuable 



currencies ; but such transactions are nothiPg 

more than forms of barter. The g.:>ld used at 
present as a currency is not, in ·;ioint of fact, 
currency at all, but th'~ real property• which 
the currency gives claim to, stamped to mea
sure its quantity, and mingling with the real 
currehcy occasionally by barter. 

I 5 I. T•:1e evils necessarily resulting from'lhe 
use of baseless currencies have been terribly 
illustrated while these sheets have been passing 

-~hrough. the press; I have not had timet to 
examine the "arious conditions of dishonest 

or absurd trading which have led to the 
late •'panic I in America and England; this 
only I know, that no merchant deserving the 

* pr rather, equivalent t? such re~
1 
properly, because 

everybody has been accustomed to look upon it as valuable; 
arid therefox'e everybod.y is willing to give labour or goods 
fat it. But real property aoes ultimately consist only in 
things that nourish body or mind ; gold would be useless to 
us if \\e could not get mutton or books for it. Ultimately all 
commercial mistakes and embarrassments result ~om people 
expecting to get goods without working-fm< them, or wasting 
them after they have got them. A nation which labours, and 
taJ.-es care of the fruits of labtiur, would be rich and h:ippy 
though there were no gold in tlie universe. A nation which 
is idle, and wastes the produce of what work it does, would be 
poor and miserable, thou~h all its mountains were of gold, 
and had glens filled with diamond instead of ~lacier. 



n<1me oug:ht to be more 1.iahle to.' panic' than a 
soldier shculd ; for his name should never be 
on more papc r than he can at any instant meet 
the call of, happen wh'at will. I do not say 
this without feeling at the same time how 
di~ficult it is to mark, in existing commerce, 
the just limits between the spirit of ente:-prise 
ana'' of speculation. Something of'the same 
temper which makes the English soldier do 
always all that is possible, and attempt more 
tht.'11 is possible, joins its influence witl1 that of 

mere avarice in tempting the Er·glish merchant 

into risks which he cannot justi0:, and efforts 
which he cannot sustain ; and the same pas
!:iion for adventure which our travellers gratify 
eve,·y summer on perilous snow wreaths, Pahd 
cloud-encomr,a=·i,sed pre.:ipices, surrounds with 

a romantic fascination the glit~ering of a holld\v 

investment, and gilds the clouds that curl 
round gulfs of ruin. Nay, a higher a•1d a 

more se,.:ous feeling frequently mingles in t_he 
motley temptation; and men apply themselves 
to the task of growin6 rich, as to a labour 
of providential appoirftm~nt, from which they 
cannot pause without cull)ability, nor retire 
without dishonour. Our large trnding cities 



bear to me very nearly the aspect of ~onas\ie: 

establishments in which the roar 0t the mill

wheel and the crane takes the place of other 

devotional music; anc:i in which the worship 

of Mammon or Moloch is conducted with a ten

der reverence and an exact propriety ; the mer
chan· rising' to his Mammon matins with the 
self-denia~ of an anchorite, and expiating• the 
frivolities into which he may be beguiled in' 

the course of the day by late attendance at 

Mammon vespers. But, with every allowa11cc 

,.tl~at can be rr':lde for these conscientious and 

romantic per.sons, the fact remains the same, 
that by"far the greater number of the transac
tions which lead to these times of commercial 
en1Larrassment may be ranged simply ur.der 
two- great heads-gG,.mbling .0c.nd stealing; 

a1,d boti, o( th:-se in their most culpable 

form, namely, gambli~g with money which 

i~ not ours, and stealing from those who trnst 

us. I have sometimes thought a dcay might 

come, when the nation wou~d 'perceive that 

a .,well-educated man ,,vho steals a hundred 
thousand p,ounds, in,'.oh:ing the entire means 

of subsistence of a hundred families, deserves, 

oh the whde, as severe a punishment as an 
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i\,1-edu<':ated man who ,st~als a purse from a 
pocket, or .a mug from a pantry. 

152. But \Vithout hoping ~for this excess of 
clear-sightedness, we ;)Jay at least labour for 
a system of greater honesty and kindness in 
the minor commerce of our daily life ; since the 
great dishonesty of the great buyers and rellers 
is ·,,othing more than the natctral g,owth and 
outcome from the little dishonesty of the little 

buyers and sellers. Every person who tries 

to., buy an article for less than its proper 

rnlue, or who tries to sell it at, more than its 

proper value-every consumer ,yho keeps a 
tradesman waitiqg for his money, anu' every 
tradesman who bribes a consumer to extrava
gance by credit, is helping forward, accortling 
to his own me~sure of ~ower, a system of t>ase
less and dishonourable commerce, a,~d forci~g 

his country down into poverty and shame. 

And people of moderate means and average 
powers _of mind would do far more real good 
by merely ..:ar:rying out stern principles of 
justice and honesty in common matters of 
trade, than by the most ingenious schemes of 
extended philanthropy, or vociferous declara
tions of theological doctrine. Th~re are three 

14 
J 



weighty matters of the law-justice, mercy, and 
truth; and of these the Teacher .puts truth 
last, because that· cannot be known but by a 
course of acts of justic..:: and love. But men 
put, in all their efforts, truth first, because 
they mean by it their own opinions ; and 
thus, while the world has many people who 
would suf."er martyrdom in the cause of \t11at 
they call truth, it has few who will suffer even 
a little inconvenience, in that of justice and 

mercy. 

;_, I 

,, 
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EDUCATION IN ART. 

(Read for t!,e autl,or before tl1e National Assol'iation 
·far tl1c Promotion oj Social Sciei1ce in !lie autumn 
of 1858; and printed in tire Transactions <if tl,e 
Society for that year, pp. 311-16.) 

I 5,3. I WILL ~ot attempt in this paper to enter 

into any general consideration of the possible 

influence of art on the masses of the people. 
The inquiry is one of great complexily, in
volved with that into the uses and dangers of 
lux•.1ry ; nor have we as yet . data enough , to 
justify us in <::(ipjecturing how far the prar.:tice 

of art may be compatible with rud~ or me

chanical employments. But the question, how

ever difficult, lies in the same light as that of 

the uses_ of reading or writing; for drawing, so 
far as it is pos.:;ible to the multitude, is mainly· 

to be considered as a means of obtaining and 
communicating knowled~e. He who can ac
curately represent the form of an object, and 
match its colour, has unquestiona,bly a pow~r 



of notation and description greater in most 
instances than that of words; and,this science 

of notation ought to be simply regarded as 
that which is concerLc:d with the record of 
form, just as arithmetic is concerned with the 
record of number. Of course abuses and 
dang:!rs attend the acquirement of every power. 
We haV( all of us probably known pet:oons 
who, without being able to read or write, 

discharged the important duties of life wisely 

and faithfully ; as we have also without do-.1bt 
known others able to read, and write whose 

reading did little good to themselves and 
whose writing little good to any one else. 
But we do not therefore doubt the expediency 
of ;:cquiring those arts, neither ought wc to 
doi.:bt the expediency '.)f acqm ·1:1g the art of 

d. awing, if we admit that it may indeed be
come practically useful. 

154. Nor should we long hesitate in admit
ting this, it we were not in the habit of ".Onsider

fog instruction in the arts chie11y as a means of 
promoting what we call II taste" or dilettanteism, 
and other habits of minJ which in their more 
modern developments in Europe have cer
tainly not been advantageous to nations, or 



indicative of worthines$ i,p th~m. ~~everthe-
. less, true t-aste, or the instantaneous preferen~e 

of the noble .J;hing to the ignoble, is a necessary 
·,accompaniment of higa worthiness in nations 

or men ; only it is not to be acquired by seek
ing it as our chief object, since the first ques
tion, alike for man and for multitude, is -'lot at 
all'"'\vhat they are to like, bui wha~ they are 
to do; and fortunately so, since true taste, 

so far as it depends on original instinct, is 
n'Jt equally·' communicable to all men ; and, 

so far as it depends on extent:!ed comparison, 

is unattainable by men employ~d in narrow 
fields of life. We shall not succeed in mak-

. ing a peasant's opinion good evidence on the 
m.::rits of the Elgin and Lycian marbles·; ·nor 
is it necess,m:r to dict~te to him in his gr,.rden 

the preference of gillyflowe-r or of,, rose ; ''Yet 

I believe we may make art a means of gi~ing 

him helpful and happy pleasure, and of gaining 

for hirr serviceable knowledge. 
155. Thus, 'in our simplest codes of school 

instruction, I hope some day to see local 
natural history assl'.me- a principal place, so 
that our peasant children may be taught the 
nature and uses of the herbs that grow in their 
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meadows,i and may take interest in observine 
and cherishing, rather than in h'llnting of 
killing, the harmless animals of tJ.eir country. 
Supposing it determined<'that this local natural 
history should be taught, drawing ought to be 
used to fix the attention, and test, while -;t 
aided,- the memory. 11 Draw such and such a 
flower in :>Utlin'e, with its bell towards y'6u. 
Draw it with its side towards you. Paint the 

spots upon it. Draw a duck's head-her foot. 

Now a robin's-a thrush's-now the spo'.:s 
upon the thru'>h's breast." These are the 

kinds of tasks which it seems to me should be 
set to the young peasant student. Surely the 
occupation would no more be thought con
temp~ible which was thus subservient to kno.v
ledge and to compassion ; and1' ·perhaps we 

shC'l.lld fin<l in proress of time that the Italian 
con'11exion of art with diletto, or delight, was 
both consistent with, and even mainly conse
quent upon, a pure Greek connexioP- of art 
i.vith arete, or virtue. 

· 1_56. It may perhaps be thought that the 
power of representing ;n a.ny sufficient manner 
natural objects such as those above instanced 
wc,uld be of t0O difficult attainment to be aimed 



aLin elementary instruction, BL)t I have had 
practical _prnof that it is not so. From work

men who hac!, little time to~ spare, and that 

only after they were jtlded by the day's la
bour, I have obtained, in the course of three or 
four months from their first taking a pencil in 
hand, perfectly useful, and in many resp.-ects 
admtfable, drawings of natural object.;. It is, 
however, necessary, in order to secure this 

result, that the student's aim should be abso

lutt:ly restricted to the representation 0f visi

ble fact. All more varied or ele?ated practice 

must be deferred until the powers qf true sight 
and just representation_ are acq;_iired in simpli
ci'ty; nor, in the case of children belonging to 
the ·'lower classes, does it seem to me ofren 
advisable to dY1n at ar,ything more. At ·all 

events, their drawing lessons should 'oe mad~ 

as recreative as possible. Undergoing due 

discipline of hard labour in other directi0ns, 

such chilclren should be painlessly initiated into 

c1mployments cal~ulated for the relief of toil. 
It is of little consequence that they should 
know the principles 'of art, but of much 
that their attention should be pleasurably ex

cited. In our higher public scho0ls, on the 



contrar), drawing should be taught righ tl_y ; 
that is to say, with due succession flnd securit} 
of preliminary steps,-it being., here of little 
consequence whether --:ne student attains great 
or little skill, but of much that he should 
perceive distmctly what degree of skill he has 
atta:ned, reverence that which surpasses it, 
and lmo:-v the' principles of right in whu~ he 
has been able to accomplish. It is impossible 
to make every boy an artist or a connoisseur, 

but quite possible to make him understandcthe 

meaning of ar.t in its rudiments, and to make 
him modest enough to forbear expressing, in 
after life, judgments which he has not know
ledge enough to render just. 

' ! S 7. There is, however, at present this great 
difSculty in the way of such s· ·5'-tematic teach
i'tlg-tha.t the public do not believe the princi

ples of art are determinable, and, in no wise, 
matters of opinion. They do not believe that 

good drawing is good, and bad drawing bad, 
whatever any number of pcrsc.,ns may think 
or declare to the contrary-that there is a 
right or best way of. laring colours to produce 
a given effect, just as there is a right or best 
way of dyeing cloth of a given colour, and that 



Titian 'and Veronese are l),Ot m_erely -~ccident
, ally adq1.ir:lble but eternally right. 

I 58. The ,public, of course, cannot be con
vinced of this unity aiid stability of principle 
until clear assertion of it is made to. them by 

painters whom they respect; and. the painters 
whom they respect are generally too m~dest , 
anci~'sometimes too proud, to make :t. I be-
lieve the chief reason for their not having 

yet declared at least the fundamental laws of 

latour as co-~nected with art-study is a kind 

of feeling on their part that ··" cela va sa11s 
di're." Every great painter knows so well the 
necessity of hard and systematized work, •in 
order to attain even the lower degrees of skill, 
that he naturally supposes if people use · I!o 
diligence in ,,::J;i,awing, ttiey do not care to- ac

quire the power of it, and that the toil in

volved in wholesome study being greater thlln 
the mass of people have ever given, is also 

greater than they would ever be willing to 

give. Feeling, also, as any real painter feels, 
that his own excellence is a gift, no less than 
the reward of toil, pel'hans slightly disliking to 
confess the labour it has cost him to perfect 
it, and wholly despairing of doin-g any goad 
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by the confession, he contemptuously 'leavec; 

the drawing-master to do the best·· he can in 

his twelve lessons; and with court~ous unkind

ness permits the younf{women of England to 
remain W1der the impression that they can 

learn to draw with less pains than they can 
learn·• to dance. I have had practical expe
rience en-~ugh, however, to convince me· i:hat 
this treatment of the amateur student is un

just. Young girls will work with steadiest 

persevennce when once they understand the 

need of labour; and are convinced that draw

ing is a kind oi language which may for ordi
nary purposes be learned as easily as French 
or German ; this language, also, having its 
gra·1.1mar and its pronunciation, to be e:on
queted or acquired onl; by per 'istence in irk

scJme exercise-~n error in a form being as 

en'.tirely and simply an error as a mistake in a 

tenst>, and an ill-drawn line as reprehensible 
as a vulgar accent. 

I 59. And I attach great infpohance to the 
sound education of our younger females in art, 
thinking th'l.t in Englqnu the nursery and the 
drawing-room ar~ perhaps the most influential 

or academies. We address ourselves in vain 
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to the · education of the artist while the de-. " . 

·mand for his work is uncertain or unintelli-
gent; nor can art be conside,'ed as having any 
serious influence on 'a nation while gilded 
papers form the principal splendour of the re
ception room, and ill-wrought though ccstly 
trinkets the principal entertainment of the 
boucioir. 

It is surely, therefore, to be regretted that 
the art-education of our Government schools 
is ~c1ddressed ·' so definitely to the guidance of 

the artizan, and is therefore so little acknow

ledged hitherto by the general public, especially 
by its upper classes. I have not acquairlt
ance enough with the practical working of that 
system to venture any expression of opb~on 
respecting i~s ::,general" expediency ; but :.t is 

my conviction that, so far as references ::re 
involved in it to the designing of patterns 
capable of being produced by machinery, such 

references must materially diminish its utility 
considered as a" general system of instruction. 

160. We are still, therefore, driven to the 
same point,-the need of an authoritative re
commendation of some method of study to 
the public ; a method determined _11pon by the 



concurrence of some nf our best painters, aPd 
avowedly sanctioned by them, so as to leave 

no room for hesit'ation in its acce:itance. 
Nor need it be thCught that, because the 

ultimate methods of work employed by painters 
vary according to the particular effects pt·o
ducer\ by each, there would be any difficulty in 
obtaining,their collective assent to a syste·m of 
elementary precept. The facts of which it is 

necessary that the student should be assured 

in his early efforts, are so simple, so few, and 

so well knowr to all able draughtsmen that, 
as I have just said, it would be rather doubt 
of· the need of stating what seemed to them 
self-evident, than reluctance to speak autho
rit&lively on points capable of" dispute, tbat 
would stand in the way of theirig•1ving form to 

a 'tode of~general instruction. To take merely 

tWb instances : It will perhaps appear hardly 

credible that among amateur students, how

ever far advanced in more showy acc:>mplish
ments, there will not be found one in a hun
dred who can make an accurate drawing to 
scale. It i~ much if -they can copy anything 
with approximat~ fidelity of its real size. 

Now, the im1ccuracy of eye which prevents a 
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student · from drawing tq s,c,::ale is in fact no
~hing els~· t.l1an an entire want of appreciation 

of proportion:, and therefore'' of composition. 
He who alters the rela~ions of dimensions to 
each other in his capy, shows that he does not 
enjoy those relations in the original-that is 
to say, that all appreciation of noble design 
(whid1 is based on the most exquisite relations 
of magnitude) is impossible to him. To give 
him habits of mathematical accuracy in trans

f ercnce of tl:i~ outline of complex form, i~ 
therefore among the first, and even among the 
most important, means of educating his taste. 
A student who can fix ,vith precision the 
cardinal points of a bird's wing, extended in 
any , fixed position, and can then draw Uie 
curves of its ,,b,dividual,, plumes without m~a

surable error, has advanced f4rther towards ·l 
power of understanding the design of the great 

masters than he could by reading many 

vo_lumes of criticism, or passing many months 
in undisciplim:d <examination of works of art. 

161. Again, it will be found that among 
amateur students there:: is almost universal de
ficiency in the power of expressing the round

ness of a surface. They frequent!}( draw witli 



considerable dexterity and vigour, b1.,.t ne\:er 
attain the slightest sense of thqse modula 
tions in form v.1hich can only,, be expressed 
by gradations in shijJe. They leave sharp 

edges to their blots of colour, sharp angles 
in their contours of lines, and conceal from 
themselves 'their incapacity of completion by 
redunda~ce of- object. The assurance tc such 
persons that no object could be rightly seen 
or drawn until the draughtsman had acquired 

the power of modulating surtaces by rra

aations wroue;ht with some pointed instru

ment (whether pen, pencil, or chalk), would at 
cnce prevent much vain labour, and put an 
end to many errors of that worst kind which 
nc;,t, only retard the student, but blind bim; 
which prevent him frpm eith~r.,attaining ex-

6 
cdlence ~himself, or understanding it in others. 

, 162. It would be easy, did time admit it, 
to give instances of other principles which it 

is equally essential that the student should 
)I 

know, and certain that all pairte1.., of eminence 
- would sanction; while even those respecting 

which some doubt ~_ay. exist in their applica
tion to consummate practice, are yet perfectly 

determinable, so far as they are needed to 



guide a• beginner. 1 t may,_ for instan~e, be a 
.:iuestion _how far local colour should be treated 

as an element of chiaroscmo in a master's 
drawing of the human•;form. But there can 

be no question that it must be so treated in 
a boy's study of a tulip or a trout. 

163. A still more important point would be 
gained if authoritative testimony of ~he same 
kind could be given to the merit and exclu

sive sufficiency of any series of examples of 

wc~ks of art; such as could at once be put 

within the reach of masters of schools. For 
the modern student labours under heavy dis
advantages in what at first sight might appear 
u.n assistance to him, namely, the number of 
examples oi many different styles which ~i.;r
round him in.,gnlleries or museums. His n:ind 

is disturbed by the inconsistencies o~ varior.s 

excellences, and by his· own predilection fur 
false beauties in second or third-rate works. 

~e is thus prevented from observing any one 
example long e1~ough to understand its merit, 
or following any one method long enough to 
obtain facility in its pructice. It seems, there
fore, very desirable that som~ such standard 
of art should be fixed for all our schools,-~ 

15 
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a standa~d which, it must be remembered, need 

~ot neces.sarily be 'the highest possible, pro

vided only it is ·the rightest prssible. It is 

not to be hoped that ·:be student should imi

tate works of the most exalted merit, but much 

to be desired that he should be guided by those 
whic'.1. have' fewest faults. 

164. rerhaps, th'erefore, the most se, vice
able examples which could be set before 

youth might be found in the studies or draw

ings, ra~her than in the pictures; of first-rl\tc 
-t• 

masters; and the art of photography enables 

us to put renderings of such studies, which . 
_ for most practical purposes are as good as the 
originals, on the walls of every school in th-~ 
ki.o6dom. Supposing (I merely natne the£:-e as 

ex;.mples of what I -:nean), t!-ir standard of 
I 

r,,anner in light-.and-shade drawing fixed by 

Leonardo's study, No~ 19, in the collection of 

photographs lately published from drawings 

in the Florence Gallery ; the standard of pen 

drawing. with a wash, fixed b:, T rtian's sketch, 
N,o .. ~o in the same collection ; that of etching, 
fixed by Rembrandt's s;:>otted shell; and that 

of point work 'Vith the pure line, by Diirer's 

crest with the cock; every effort of the pupil, 
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whatever the instrument in his ha~d, would 
ln fallibl~' t-=nd in a right "dire~tion, and th~ 

perception of the merits of these four works, 
or of any others likt, them, once attained 

thoroughly, by efforts, however distant or de
spairing, to copy portions of them, would lead 
secure,ly in due time to the appreciaticn of 
otheJ" · modes of excellence:' 

165. I cannot, of course, within the limits 
of this paper, proceed to any statement of the ,, 
pr-.sent requirements of the English operative 
as regards art education. But 11 do not reg;et 

this, for it seems to me very d~sirable that 
our attention should for the present be COl'i

centrated on the more immediate object of 
gemral instruction. Whatever the public ·<.i'-e

mand the ar~i:.\ will soon produce ; and the 

best education which the opei;ative ca11 recehe 

is the refusal of bad work and the ackno,v
ledgment of good. There is no want of 

genius aP1ong us, still less of industry. The 
least that we do''is laborious, and the, worst is 
wonderful. But there is a want among us, 
deep and wide, of di~cretion in directing toil, 
and of delight in being led by imagination. 

J 

In past time, though the masses of the nation 
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v.:ere less informed_ th.an they are nO\v, tht>y 
were for that very reason simpler juciges and 
happier gazers; 1t must be ourn- to substitute 
the gracious sympathJ of the understanding 
for the bright gratitude of innocence. An 
artist can always paint well for those who are 
light!y pleased or wisely displeased, but h
cannot paint for those who are dull in app1'ause 
and false in. condemnation. 

t 



REMARKS ADDRESSED 

TO ,lHE :MANSFIELD ART NIGHT CLASS :\;,;. .. 
Oct. 14tlz, 1873.* 

166. IT is t~ be remembered that the giving 
of· prizes can only be justified on the 'grout:'. i 

of their being the reward of superior diligence 
and more obedient attention to tLe directio~.s 
of the teacher. They must never be supposed, 
b·ecause prc>.ctically they never can become, _i!;l
dications of superior genius ; unless in so ··far 
as genius is l{kCly to be°'diligent -:md obedie.nt,, 

beyond the strength and tempL't" of the dull. ~ 

But it so frequently happens that the 
stimulus of vanity, acting on minds of in

ferior caliJre, produces for a time an industry 
' <\ 

surpassing the tranquil and self-possessed 

• This address was written for the Art Night Class, l\fans
ficld, but not delivered by me. ' In my absence-I forget 
from what cause, but inevitable-•he -~uke of St. Albans 
honoured me by reading it to the meeting. • · 
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exertion of real power, that it may be que§
tioned whether the custom of besto1virig prizes 

at all may not u'itimately cease· 1n our higher 
Schools of Art, unlesS"m the form of substan

tial assistance given to deserving students 

who stand in need of it : a kind of prize, the 
clain! to which, in its nature, would depend 
more on .':ccidental circumstances, and generally 
good conduct, than on genius. 

167. But, without any reference to the 

opinion of others, and without any chance of 

partiality in .:> our own, there is one test by 

which you ~an all determine the rate of your 
real progress. 

Examine, after every period of renewed in
d1i,try, how far you have enlarged your faculty 
of admiration. 

Consider how much more you can see, to 

reverence, in the work of masters ; and how 
mu<'h more to love, in the work of nature. 

This is the only constant and infallible test 
of progress. That you wor,der more at the 
work of great men, and that you care more 
for natural objects. 

You have of•en been told by your teachers 

to expect this last result : but I fear that the 
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tendency of modern thought is to reject the 
idea of that essential difference in rank be
tween one intellect and ano~her, of which in
creasing reverence is th'.~ wise acknowledgment. 

You may, at least in early years, test accu
rately your power of doing anything in the 
least rightly, by your increasing conv1,ct10n 
that .. you never will be aole t0 do it as well 
_as it has been done by others. 

168. That is a lesson, I repeat, which differs 

m·1ch, I fear,"from the one you are co_mmonly 

taught. The vulgar and incQrnparably fa:cse 
saying of Macaulay's, that the intellectual 
giants of one age become th~ intellectr:al 
pigmies of the next, has been the text of too 
many sermons lately preached to you. 

You think, J'?U are g9ing to do better things 
-each of you-than Titia~ and :?hidias ~ 
write better than Virgil-think more wisdy 

than Solomon. 
My good young people, this is the fool

ishest, quite pre-eminently-perhaps almost 
the harm fullest-notion that could poss~bly be·· 
put into your empty ,litt_Je eggshells of heads. 
There is not one in a million. of you who can 
ever be great in a1ry thing. I Tq be great~r 
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than the greatest that. lzave been, is permitte.d 
perhaps to one man in Europe in the sourse of 
two or three cent..1ries. But berause you can

not be Handel and 11/Jj..,zart-is it any reason 
why you should not learn to sing "God save 
the Queen" properly, when you have a mind 
to ? , Because a girl cannot be prima donna in 
the Italia,!1 Opera, is it any reason that· she 
should not learn to play a jig for her brothers 
and sisters in good time, or a soft little tune 

for her tired mother, or that she should Lot 

si:ug to pleas~, herself, among the dew, on a 
May morning? Believe me, joy, humility, 
ar_d usefulness, always go together: as inso
lence with misery, and these both with de
stnii::tiveness. You may learn with proud 
tearhers how to thro•v down, t\.ie Vendome 
C'llumn, .ind ourn the Louvre, but never how 

tc lay so much as one touch of safe colour, or 

one I.ayer of steady stone : and if indeed there 

be among you a youth of true genius, be 
assured that he will distingui::;h himself first, 

not by petulance or by disdain, but by dis
cerning finply what ,to :idmire, and whom to 
obey. 

169. It y.•ill, I hope, be the result of the 
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interesi.' lately awakened in art through our 
provinces~ .to enable each town· of importance 
to obtain, in ,permanent po.;session, a few

and it is desirable tht":e should be no more 

than a few-examples of consummate and 
masterful art : an engraving or two by Darer 
-a single portrait by Reynolds.:__a fiftP.enth 
centi.:iy Florentine drawing ....... a .•hirteenth 
century French piece of painted glass, and the 

iike ; and that, in every town occupied in a 

gi•:en manufa'.tture, examples of unquestionable 

excellence in that manufacture !'ihould be made 

easily accessible in its civic, museum. 
I must ask you, however, to ~bserve ve'.y 

carefully that I use the word manufacture in 
its literal and proper sense. It means.,the 
making of thi?gs by ~he hand. It does -not 
mean the making them by ~achinery. Aml, 

while I plead with you for a true humility fo 
rivalship with the works of others, I plead 

with you also for a just pride in what you. 

really can ho'ne~tly do yourself. 
You must neither think your work th~ best 

ever done by man :-,nor;, on the other hana, 
think that the tongs and pok'!r can do better 

' J 

-and that, although you are • wiser than 
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Solomon, all this wisdom of yours -can b.e 
outshone by a shovelful of coke. , 

170. Let me take, for instance, the manu

facture of lace, for ,-j.-vhich, I believe, your 
neighbouring town of Nottingham enjoys 
renown. ·There is still some distinction between 
machine-maue and hand-made lace. · I will 
suppose that distincdon so far done away-with, 
that, a pattern once invented, you can spin lace 
as fast as you now do thread. Everybody then 

might wear, not only lace coliars, but hce 

guwns. Do you think they would be more 
comfortable in them than they are now in 
phin stuff-or that, when everybody could 
wear them, anybody would be proud of wearing 
them ? A spider may perhaps be rationally 
pro.11d of his own cobweb, ever though all the 

fidds in 4the morning are covered with the like, 

fer he made it himself-but suppose a machine 
spun it for him ? 

Suppose all the gossamer were Nottingham
made, would a sensible SJ;.iider be either 
prouder, or happier, think you ? 

A sensible spider ! , You cannot perhaps 
imagine such a, creature. Yet surely a spider 
is clever eJJougll for his own ends ? 
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You- think him an insensible spider, only 
because_ h~ cannot understand ·yours-and is 

apt to impedf' ,yours. Well, be assured of this, 

sense in human creatl-,es is shown also, not 
by cleverness in promoting their own ends 
and interests, but by quickness in understand
ing other people's ends and interests, arid by 
putting our own work and keepine:. our own 

, wishes in harmony with theirs. 
171. But I return to my point, of cheapness. ,, 

You don't think that it would be convenient, 

or even creditable, for womer,i to wash the 
doorsteps or dish the dinners in. lace gowns ? 
Nay, even for the most ladylike occupatic-ns 

·-reading, or writing, or playing with her 
ch:Idren__:do you think a lace gown, or e,:en a 
lace collar, .;o':great ar.- advantage or digni!y to· 

a woman? If you thin_k of it, you w~ll find '.)he 

,vhole value of lace, as a possession, deperids 
on the fact of its having a beauty which has 

been th~ reward of industry and attention. 
That the, tiling itself is a prize-:--a thing 

which everybody cannot have. That it proves;· 
by the look of it, the a~ihty of its maker; that 
it proves, by the rarity of itAhe dignity of its 

wearer-either that she h~s tieen 'iO industricus 
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as to -save money, which can buy, sa_v/ a pier~ 
of jewellery, of gold tissue, or of fhe lace-or 
else, that she is a. noble person; to whom her 
neighbours concede, asdin honour, the privilege 

of wearing finer dresses than they. 
If they all choose to have lace too-if· it 

cease"> to be· a prize-it becomes, does it not, 
only a CC'bweb-? 

.. , 

The real good of a piece of lace, then, you 

will find, is that it should show, first, that the 

designer of it had a pretty fancy; next, th'at 

th~ maker of .it had fine fingers ; lastly, that 
the wearer of it has worthiness or dignity 
enough to obtain what is diffic1lt to obtain, 
and common sense enough not to wear it on· 
all 0 <:>ccasions. I limit myself, in what farther 

I ha"Je to say, to the question oft' 1e manufacture 
--::1ay, or one r~quisite in the manufacture : 
that which I have just called a pretty fancy. 

172. What do you suppose I mean by a 
pretty fancy ? Do you think that, by, learning 

to draw, and looking at flolvers, you will 
ever get the ability to design a piece of lace 
beautifuUy? By no mea.1s. If that were so, 
everybody woulc. soon learn to draw-every

bvdy would . design lace pre~tily-:--and then, 
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-nobc.dy would be paid for designing it. To 
some extent, that will indeed be the result 
of modern en_deavour to teach design. But 
against all such endeawiurs, mother-wit, in the 
end, will hold her own. 

;But anybody who lzas this mother-wit, may 
make t!~e exercise of it more pleasant to tp.em
selve-::, and more useful to other p>,!ople, by 
learning to draw. 

An Indian worker in gold, or a Scandinavian 

wnrkt!i;- in ir'bn, or an old French worker in 

thread, could produce indeed q~autif ul design 
out of nothing but groups of knots and spirals : 
but you, when you are rightly educated, may 
'!"ender your knots and spirals infinitely more 
i,,teresting·'by making them suggestive oC~a
tural forms, c1,nr.1 rich in .elements of true know-, 
ledge. 

· I 7 3. You know, for· instance, the pattcl·n 

which for centuries has been the basis of 

ornament in Indian shawls-the bulging leaf 

ending in a 11piral. The Indian produces 
beautiful designs with nothing but that ~piral. · 

You cannot better his P?Wers of design, but 
you may make them more civil and useful by 

adding knowledge of nature td inv~ntion. 
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Suppose you learn_ to draw rightlJ, and, 
therefore, to know correctly the ,sr.irals o-f 

springing ferns-,1ot that you m_ay give ugly 

names to all the specie~, of them-but that you 

may understand the grace and vitality of every 
hour of their existence. Suppose you have 
sense, and cleverness enough to transL!te the 
essential ,:haral.!ter or this beauty into /;·xms 

expressible by simple lines-therefore expres
sible by thread-you might then have a series 

-of fern-patterns which would each rnfltc>.in 

points of disti;i;ictive interest and beauty, and 

of scientific truth, and yet be variable by fancy, 
·with quite as much ease as the meaningless 
Indian one. Similarly, there is no form of lea( 
of .flower, or of insect, which might not becc;>me 
suggestive to you, and ,expressiJlP, in terms of ,, 
rr,-;i.nufad.ire, so, as to be interesting, and 
useful to others. 

I 74. Only don't think that this kind of study 

will ever "pay" in the vulgar sense.,. 

It will make you wiser anJ i,appier. But 
do you suppose that it is the law of God, or 
nature, that people sJ:!all- be paid in money for 
becoming wiser. and happier ? They are so, 

by that law, for nonest work ; and as all honest 
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work makes people wiser and happier, th=y are 
;ndeed, i_n some sort, paid in mone_}• for be

coming wise. 
But if you seek wischm only that you may 

_get money, believe me, you are exactly on the 
foolishest of all fools' errands. " She is more 
preciou::; than rubies "-but do you thin):, that 
is m.Jy because she wilr hel1> yo,·. to lmy 

rubies? 
" All the things thou canst desire are not to 

bt. cc:,1parea"' to her." Do you think, that is 
only because she will enable ,you to get ·all 
the things you desire ? She is of:ered to you 
as a blessing in herself. She is the reward •of 
i-:.indncss, of modesty, of industry. She is the 
pri:ie of Prizes-and alike in· poverty oc• in 
riches-the st;·rngth cf your Life no,Y, • the 
earnest of whatever Life is to ~ome. 



SOCIAL POLICY 

BASED ON NATURAL SELECTION. ,r 

... J, 

Paper read before the Metaplzysical Society, 

llfay I 1tlt, 1875. • 

175. IT has always seemed to me 'i'.hat S0rjet;~s 

like this of ours, happy in including members 

not a little diverse in thought and various in 

k1-1owledge, might be more useful to the public 
than perhaps they can fairly be said to have 
ap~oved themselves hitherto, by using their 
var~ty of power rather: to supp'Jrt intellectual 

cc;-.nclusions by concentric props, than to shake 

them with rotatory storms of wit ; and moc.1-

estly endeavouring to initiate the building of 

walls for the Bridal city of Science, in which 

no man will care to identif:· B.1e particular 
'stones he lays, rather than complying farther 

• I trust thrt the Societ;· w11l not consider its privileges 
violated by the pu"lication of an essay, which, for such 
andience, I wrote wi--.h i.1ore than ordinary care. 
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with ~he existing picturesque, but w J.Steful, 
. practice, of every knight to throw up a feudal 

tower of his own opinions, t.;nable only by the 

most active pugnacity,'<>nd pierced rather with 

arrow-slits from which to annoy his neigh-
, br;mrs, than windows to admit light or air. 

I 76. The paper read at our · last m~eting 
was :mquestionably, withil1 the0 limit!', its writer 
had prescribed to himself, so logically sound, 
that ( encouraged also by the suggestion of 

s0mf' 0f our"rnost influential members), I shall 

endeavour to make the matter of our to-night's 

debate consequent upon it, and suggestive of 
possibly further advantageous deductions. w 

It will be remembered that, in reference to 
the, statem~nt in the Bishop of Peterboroq!;h's 
Paper, of tJ-rn, moral "indifference of ce:,tain 

' courses of conduct on the , postula~e of the 
txistence only of a Mechanical base of Morals, 

it was observed by Dr. A<;lam Clarke that, even 

on such ,mechanical basis, the word II moral" 

might still Le \'tpplied specially to any course 
of action which tended to the development of'· 
the human race.' W-.\iereupon I ventur~d my-

' ' 

self to inquire, in what directian such develop-
ment was to be understo~d ·'as t~king place ; 

16 
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and ti·.~ discussion of this point bein5 then 
dropped for want of time, I would ask the 

Society's permissi,m to bring it again before 
them this evening in ". somewhat more ex

tended form ; for in reality the question re
specting the development of men is twofold,-
first, !lamely, in what direction ; and se~ondly, 
in what s,cial ,·elations, it is to be soug:1t. 

I would therefore at present ask more de
liberately than I could at our last meeting,

first, in what direction it is desirable tr..:--~ tl-,,e 

develop~ent of. humanity should take place? 

Should it, for instance, as in Greece, be of 
physical beauty,-emulation, (Hesiod's second 
Eris),-pugnacity, and patriotism? or, as in 
mo.tl::!rn England, of physical ugliness,-en-vy, 
(He~iod's first Eris), -2owardict:, ·and selfish

ne-ns? or; as by a conceivably humane but 
hitherto unexampled education might be at

tempted, of physical beauty, humility, courage, 
and affection, which should make all the world 
one native ~and, and 7ra<ra ryij · nicpo~ ? 

I 77. I do not doubt but that the first au
tomatic impulse of all -:lUr automatic friends 
here present, c:n hearing this sentence, will 
be strenuouc;ly to deny the accuracy of my 
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definition of the aims of modern Engfo·h edu

cation. Vvithout attempting · to defend it, 

I would' only observe that ~his aut0matic de

velopment o( solar calr;iric in scientific minds 

must be grounded on an automatic sensation 
-'of injustice done to the members of the School 

Board;' as well as to many other ·automa~ically 
well-meaning and ingenious persons~ and that 
this sense of the injuriousness and offensive-

. ness of my definition cannot possibly have any 

o~h(!r pasis (If I may be permitted to continue 
, ' 

my professional similitudes) tJian the fa11en 

remnants and goodly stones, not one now left 

on another, but still forming an' unremllvaDle 

cumulus of ruin, and eternal Birs Nimroud, as 
it \Vere, or1 the site of the old · belfry of Cl;iris
tian morality,,,whose tpp looked once so. like' -~ 
touching Heaven. ' 

• I 

· For no offence could be taken at my def..1i-

' ' tion, unless traceable to adamantine conviction, 

· -that ugliness, however indefinable, envy, 

however ~rntlirai, and cowardice, however com-
. mercially profitable, are nevertheless· et~rnally 

disgraceful ; co~trar~i, t
1
hat is to . say, · to the 

grace of our Lord Christ, if th~re be among us 

any Christ ; to the grace o'"r tlte Kipg's Majesty, 
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1f therce be among us any King; and- to the 
grace even of Chri:;tless and Kingless Man

hood, if there be .. among us any Manhood. 

To this fixed conc:cption of a difference 

between Better and Worse, or, when carried 
to the extreme, between good and evil jn 

cond1,1,ct1 we ·all, it seems to me, insti:-:,.:tively 
and, theq'!fore,. rightly, attach the term of 
Moral sense ;-the sense, for instance, that it 
would be better if the members of this Society 

who ar~ usually automatically absent ~~er,e, 

insLead, automatically present; or better, that 

this Paper, if (which is, perhaps, too likely) it 
be. th,mght automatically impertinent, had been 
made by the molecular action of my cerebral 
pa!it,icles, pertinent. ~ 

r.78. Trusting, theref,ore, wit~'out more ado, 
to,. the st-:engtn of rampart in this Old Sarum 

of.. the Moral sense, however subdued jnto 

vague banks under the modern steam-plough, 

I will venture to suppose the first o_f my two 
questions to have been answerc.d :.Jy the choice 
on the part at least of a majority of our Coun
cil, of the t\1ird directi_?n ,of development above 
specified as bei11g the properly called "moral " 
o:ie; and w,ill g0 on to the second subject of 
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inquiry; both more difficult and of great prac
i.ical impprtance in the political 'crisis through· 

which Europe, is passing,-namely, what rela
tions between rrien are -~o be desired, or with 
resignation allowed, in the course of their 

· I\foral Development ? 
Whe:her, that is to say, we should t,;y to 

make some men beautiful 'at tlie cos':. of ugli
ness in others, and some men virtuous at the 
cost of vice in others,-or rather, all men 
be:iut:['111 and" virtuous in the degree possible 

to each under a system of eqµitable educa
tion? And evidently our first business is to 
consider in what terms the choice 'is put ·1:·o us 
by Nature. What can we do, if we would? 
What must we do, whether we will or n[)~? 
How high c:::.n, we raise, the level of a difft:-sed 

-~ 

Learning and Morality? and how far' shall ~:e . ' 
be compelled, if we limit, to exaggerate, ti1e 
advantages and injuries of our system ? And 

are we prf pared, if the extremity be inevitable, 
to push to t!lei;- utmost the relations implied 
when we take off our hats to each other, and .. ' 

triple the tiara of the, S~int in HeiJ-ven, while 
we leave the sinner bareheadrd in Cocytus? 

179. It is well, perhaps, that 1 should .. t 
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once c1nf~ss myself to hold the principle or -~ - , . 
limitation in its utmost extent ; anri t0 enter-
tain no doubt of 'the rightness of my ideal, 
but only of its feasir '.fity. I am ill at ease, 
for instance, in my uncertainty whether our 
greatly regretted Chairman will ever be Pope, 
or w'1ether some people whom I couh'.i' men
tion, (not; of course; members of our Society,) 
will ever be in Cocytus. 

But there is no need, if we would be candid, 
,I 

to deba•e the principle in these viole1.:· ~s 'vf 

op~ration, any more than the proper methods 

of distributing food, on the supposition that 
the differenc~ between a Paris dinner and a 
platter of Scotch porridge must imply that one
hai;" of mankind are to die of eating, and the 
resl of having nothing :o eat. . 'I ·.,ill therefore 

take for' exa~ple a case in which the dis-

crimination is less co~clusive. ' 
1 Ao. When I stop writing metaphysics ·this 

morning it will be to arrange some drawings 
for a young lady to copy. Tl:'Jey"are leaves of 

' the bP.st illuminated MSS. I have, and I am 
going to spend my whol~ afternoon in explain
ing to her wh12:: she is to aim at in copying 
them. 
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No", I \Vould not lend these leaves to any 
other yqung lady that I know of; nor give up·· 

my afternoon, to, perhaps, ·,nore than two or 

three other young ladic>7 that I know of. But 

to keep to the first-instanced one, I lend her 
''my books, and give her, for what they are 

worth;'' my time and most careful tea,;hing, 
because she at present paints :-iutter~ies better 
than any other girl I know, and has a peculiar 

capacity for the softening of plumes and 

fi.1ei~)ng of antennre. Grant me to b~ a good 

teacher, and grant her dispositJon to be such 

as I suppose, and the result will be what might 

at first appear an indefensible iniquity, nalndy, 
that this girl, who has already excellent gifts, 
haYing al;o excellent teaching, will beccme 
perhaps the O b')st butte:.fly-painter in Englnnd; ' 

while myriads of other girls, having brigina~ly 
. ' ' 

ihferior powers, and attracting no attent;on 

from the Slade Professor:, will utterly lose their 

at preseT\t cultivable faculties of entomological 

art, and sini ihto the vulgar career of wives 

and mothers, to which we have Mr. Mill's ,., ·' 

authority for holding i\ a grievoµs injustice 

that any girl should be irrevoc:1bly condemned. 

181. There is no need· that J should be 
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carefu~, in enumeratil_,lg the various modes 
analogous to this, in which the Natur;i.l selec
tion of which we -have lately h~iird, perhaps, 

somewhat more than 1 ·..::nough, provokes and 
approves the Professorial selection which I am 
so bold as to defend ; and if the automatic in
stinc~7 of equity in us, which revolt agafost the 
great ordhance of Nature and practice of·Man, 
that "to him that hath, shall more be given," 
are to be listened to when the possessions in 

question._ are only of wisdom and virt·:':f h:t 

them at least prpve their sincerity by correcting, 

first, the inju~tice which has established itself 

re~pe..:ting more tangible and more esteemed 
property ; and terminating the singular ar
rar.gement prevalent in commercial Eur'ilpe 
that to every man with, a hund;_:e&. pounds in 

hi:r. pocke·. there ~hall annually be given three, 

to every man with a thousand, thirty, and to 

every man with nothing, none. 
182. I am content here to leave under the 

scrutiny of the evening my general statement, 
chat a~ human development, when moral, is 
with specia! effort in_ a, given direction, so, 
when moral, it l", with special effort in favow 
of a limited class ; but I yet trespass for a 
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few mor.1ents on your patience in order tr note 

t!lat the acceptance of this second principle 
' still leaves it debatable to what point the dis-

favour of the ~eprobate r/ass, or the privileges 

·of the elect, may advisably extend. For I 

, cannot but feel for my own part as if the daily 

bread o;,moral instruction might at least he so 
widelj' broken among the multitude ;,_s to pre
serve them from utter destitution and pau

perism in virtue; and that even the simplest 

an<l J,-.1:vest df the rabble should not be so 
~ ' 

absolutely sons of perdition, ,~ut that each 

might say for himself,-" For my part-no 
offence to the General, or any man of quctli~y 
-I hope to be saved." Whereas it is, on the 

con~rary, implied by the habitual expressi:Jns 
of the wisest ,ristocrats, that the comple~ely 
developed perso;~s whose Justice and 7ortituc-1e 

.....!.poles to the Cardinal' point~ of virtue-a.-e 

marked as their sufficient characteristics. by 

the great Roman moralist in his phrase, 
•l 

"Justus, et tt"nax propositi,'.' will in the course 

of nature be opposed by a civic ardour, not 
merely of the i~·noce~t and ignorant, but of 

' ' 

persons developed in a contr:>-ry direction to 

that which I have ventured 'to call "moral/' 
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and f1erefore not merely incapable of ~jesirin!s 
or applauding· what is right, but _ i~ an C\':! 

hannony, · pmva -jubentium, cl_amorously de
manding what is wror,g. 

183. The point to which both Natural and 
Divine Selection would permit us to advance, in 
severity to\,;ards this profane class, t.;, which 
the enduring "-Ecce Homo," or manifesta\ion of 
any properly human sentiment or person, must 
always be instinctively abominable, seems to 

be con~lusively indicated by the ·order /'JUmv

in0 on the Pi!rable of the Talents,-" Those 
mine enemies, bring hither, and slay them be
fore,.•me." 1'l"or does it seem reasonable, on 
the other hand, to set the limits of favouritism 
m9re narrowly. For even if, among fal}ible 
mortals, there may fn•quently .. ,bf' ground for 

tJ,,e hesit:.tion of_just men to award the punish

ment of death to their enemies, the most bea-...1-
tiful story, to my present knowledge, of all 

antiquity, that of Cleobis and Bito, might 
suggest to them th~ fitness on~scme occasions, 

•of distriouting without any hesitation the re
ward of death to their friends. For surely the 
logical conclusi0n of the Bishop of Peter-
1:-orough, respect~ng the treatment due to old 
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women who have nothing supernatural about 
~hem, holds with still greater force when applied · 

' to the case of old women wh0 have everything 

supernatural ~bout the:~ ; and while it might 
: remain questionable to some of us whether we 
~had any right to deprive an invalid who had 
,no sou:,, of what might still remain to h<:!r of 
even ;iainful earthly existeuce ; it Wot'.Jd surely 
on the most religious grounds be both our 
·privilege and our duty at once to dismiss any 

tr"lul;,11:'~0me '!;ufferer who had a soul, to the 
,· ' 

distant and inoffensive felicitieq, of heaven. 

I 84. But I believe my hearers will approve 
me in again declining to disturb' the s;.,e~e 
r:onfidence of daily action by these speculations 
in ~?-treme; the really useful ·conclusion whir,h, 
it seems to. :m.e, cannqt be evaded, is that, 
without going ~o far as the exile o~ the h
c.'.>nveniently wicked, and tr~nslation of t:!-le 
inconveniently sick, to their proper spiritual 

mansions, we should at least be certain that 
• we do not ,;,a~-te care in protracting disease 

which might have been spent in preserving 
health ; that we do m>t appease in the splen
dour of our turreted ho~pitals-. the· feelings of 

compassion which, rightly air<'.lcted, mignt have 



~preve:1ted' the need of them; nor prirle our,
s'elves on the peculiar form of Christian benc. 
volence which le'.lVes the cottage roofless to 

model the prison, and spends itself with zeal

ous preference where, in the keen words of 

Carlyle, if you desire the material on which 
maximum exipenditure of means and eg'Jrt will 
produce the miriimum result, "here you;,accu
rately have it." 

185. I cannot but, in conclusion, most re

spectfully but most earnestly, express ITl_y .• h(\'.)e 

that measures may be soon taken by the Lords 

Spiritual of England to assure her doubting 
rr~nc'.11of the real existence of that supernatural 
revelation of the basis of morals to which thP 
Bishop of Peterborough referred in the close 
of his paper; or at lea.st to ex~lain to her be

wildered ··populace the real meaning and force 

of the Ten Commana·ments, whether writtrn 

originally by the finger of God or Man. To 

me personally, I own, as one of that bewil
dered populace, that the essa:;-' by one of our 

J most dis'tinguished members on the Creed of 
Cnristendom seems to st>1.r1d in need of explicit 
answer fro·m onr Divines ; but if not, and the 

common applicadof1 of the terms "Word of 
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God " t0 the books of Scripture be ..1gahst ali 
question tenable, it becomes ye~ more imper;.
tive on 'the interpreters of that Scripture to 

see that they are not IT'ade void by our tradi-
' tions, 1 and that the Mortal sins of Covetousness, 

"Fraud, Usury, and contention be not the es
,sence ,'1; a National life orally pre-fessing, sub
missi,,n to the laws of Christ, and s<\tisfaction 
in His Love. 

J. RUSKIN. 

,, 

' "Thou shalt not covet ; but t~'adition 
Approves all forms of Competition." 

ARn1'uR CLoi:;::-H. , 
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Accumulation or l• nrning, its law, 73. 
A~~u:a:c:7~'\nd depth of study, distinct, 1857 pnf. 

, Admiration, incre11Sc of, a test or progress in,art, 167. 
Almsgiving, 142. 

parish, &c., 129. 
Almshouses, decoration of, 115. 
• prejudice of poor against, 1::?9-JO. 
Alpine climbinn:, risks of, 151. 
Amb~ion, in youth nnd age, 26. 
America, absence,. of sreat art ini.,87. 

bad shipbur:Jing in, II2 11. 

commercial panic in, l!i,_I, 

AGcestors, respect for their work insisted on, 72. 
Architecture, Gothic, sculpture to be in easiest materials, 3-1· 

to be studied at Verona, 76. 
variety in, to be demanded, 32. 

1. ,. cheapens the price, ib. 

Arcola, battle of, 77. " 
Arethusa, the, and the Belle-Poule engrnving, 147. 
'Aprri,, and art, 155. ·'· 
Art, cheap, its purchase, 40. 

great mt not to be too cheap, a=-:! why, 62 uq . 
., demand for good, and the possib::1\y rf having too much, 311 . 
., dress, beauty ~f, essential to good art, 54. 

17 
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Art, collfillutd :-

" r.clucatic.,n in (a .. thor's :,aper on), 153 seq. 

function of, to exalt as well as to please, 38. 
-gift and art-study, q2. 
good, to be lasting in its m~terials and power, 39. 

to be done for and oe worthy of all time, 46. 
" great, the expression of a great soul, 136. 

has laws, which must be recognised, 157. 
.. -intellect in a nation, cannot be created, 20-1. 

itr debt to Italy, 82. 
labour 1>nd, 19. 

the labour to be various, easy, permanent, 31 uq. 
literature and, the cost of, 67. 
love of old, essential to produce new, 88. 
materials of, to be lasting. 39, 42. 

,. model~ in art schools, 162-4. 
modem interest in, 168. 

,, objects of, and old pictures, 86. 
.. original work, the best to buy, 41. 

~-rmanency of-e.g., a painted window, 37. 
,, -power a gift, 158. 

in a nation, how to produce, 132. 
waste of, on perishable things, 45. 

,, preservation of works of, 73-4-
(1857) more important th~ 1 production, 92. 

,. price ol good, 41. Sees. Pictures. 
progress in, tested by increased imaginalion, 167. 
public to demand noble subjects of, 29. 

effect of public demand on, 165. 
" repetition in, monotonous, 32. 
.. school~, trial, 22-3. 

provincial. to have good art-models, 169. 
.. students, 153 seq . 
., -stuJy will not "pay," 174. 
, , test of goori, will it please a c1:ntury hence? 39. 
, , value of, depend.'< on artist's capacity,_not education, 136 . 
., vari,aty of work, 32 . 
., work, hard, '1eeded for, 158. 

works of, illustrate er :h other, 63, 
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,1\rt, ron I:,, 11rd :-

.. 

works'or, property in, I.\7• .< 

',,... oprovincial distribution of, 169. 
their. conscrvati ,·e effect, 132 n. 
to D,; lasting, 360 

Sec s. Admiration, Aml'rica, Architecture, Arethusa, 
'i\pET71, Artist, Beauty, Buildings, Cheapness, Colour, Criti
cism, Design, Dilello, Drawing, Dress, Education, Europe, 
Flo-cnce, France, Genius, Glass, Gold, Goldsmiths, His-
toric:n' pinting;' Lidian shawls, Italy, J cwcls, Labo1,;.., Lace, 

· Lr,mbard, Marble, Mosaic, Pa\ntcr, Philosorliy, Pictures, 
Reverence, Schools, Trade, \Vall-paper, \Var, \Vater colour, 
Wealth, Woodculs. 

·Artist, education of the, to be a gentleman-i.e., feel nobly, 28 . 

., ce--ourngeli"lenl of, in youth, 23. 

'',,• ·,.)1dsmith's work, good training for, 46. 
,. greatest, have other powers than thei•· art, 21 • 

., jealousy among, 98. 
, , modern training of, 132. 

11ascil11r 11011 fit, 20 . 
., temper of, what, 132. 

to be agood man, 28 . 
.. • trial schools to discover, 22-3. 

Sees. Diirer, Francia, Gainsborough, Ghiberti, Ghir
landajo, eiott'), Leonarcio, Lewis, J0 orcnzt!lti, Michael 
Angel,:,, Rembrandt, Reynolds, Ti11toret, Titbn, Tumer, 
Veronese, Verrocchio. " 

"Asphodel meadows of our youth," 26. 
Athletic games and education, 128. 

Austrians, in Italy, 78. 
Author, his hl:ea of a knight, when a child, 1o6 . 

., teachingyoung lady to copy old MS., 18o. 
life of: · · 

at Brant,,•;iod, April 29, 1880. 
,. Manchester, July !;O and 13, 1857, 1, 61, 

., Metaphysical Society, 187:_, 17_:;. 

,, Oxford, art teaching. )re_( ix . 
., Working Men's College, 156. 

,, V~nicf', 141 11. 
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/\111hor, f'.Jnti,:iud :-

It 

te!1ch:ng of : '· 
misunrlerstood, 180. 
political eco!nomy, has read no modem books on, 

1857 pref. 
politicai inHuencec:,f art, 1880 pref. 
true wealth honoured by, 1, 

words fail him to express modern folly, 49. 
books of, quoted, &c. : 

"A Joy for Ever" contains germs or ~ .. osequent 
work, 1880 pref. 

revision for press, 1857 pref. 
title, 1880 pref. 

on his own writings, 140, 
they cost him pain, and he does not c,r:w,ct then 

to give pleasure, 18Bo pref. 

Aarataria, the i5land . .:,f (" Don Quixote"), 65. 
Beauty in art, on what based, 
Bib}e, J,/;.;!, to be : ~alised as (not only ca/ltd) God's Word 185. 

Quoted, or 1·ifernd lo. 
Job UL :J. "' Let the day perish wherein I was born •.. n child conceh·ctl, 

119. 

• u:1:I. 40, " Let thlstle, f?TOw instead or wheat,·• &c., 101. 

Ps. xxzll. 8, "I will guide thee with mine eye," 18. 
., : :oil, 9, '"De ye not as the horse or_9Ilulc:," 18. 
.. c. 4, "Enter into Pis gate, with thanksi:lvini:," Jf~.Jprt/. 

:- :ov. I. ~. " \Visdom uttercth her ,·oicc in the streets. .. 11:1 "· 

., iii. is." \Visdom mor,iprecious-.,h.:i.n rubies," 174,, 
·;, lil. 16, 11 Length of <.fays nrc in her right h.:lnd." &c., 130. 
" UL 17, .. Her "-':lfS plea.santncs.s and her p.,ths pc.."'\CC," 120. 

,. :s.ill. ::;13, •• ;\1uch food is in the tUl:agc of the poor." 7 11. 

11 .,. x:11:L JS, "She rlscth while It Is yet night," 9, 5a. 
., x.u.l. 23. "Strength :mtl honour arc In her clothing," &c., 6o. 

Jinh. il. its JJrnctic.,l lcssons, 112 "· 

•• 11. 6, '' \Voe to him ••• that L:i.dcth hlmscl(\-ritli thick clny,• J1::;i "· 

., ii. 1:1, "-.voe to hlm tha.tbuildcth a town with blood, .. u::r "· 
,. li. \1, "The people weary 1hcmsch·cs for v::mlt"." u:, "· 

4..cch. vii. 9, 10, "E:1:ccutc true Judi;:mcnt ·,: • antl let none lmag'inc cwil." &c. 
11211. 

M:atL \·ii. 16, " G:i.thcr figs of thistles," t33-
Lukc .zix. :::6, ., To hlm t.ua.t hath sh:ill be given.'' 181, 

--v ,, ::a:b:, z;, " l"hose mlnr. cnc1.1ics bring hither and sL.,y them before n1c, 

•f ~. 
2 Ttiess. iii. 10, " If any work oat, neither shnll he cat,'' 1,._;. 
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~ Books, llotto be loo cheap, and _why, 65 . 
., numbers of, nowadays, :tnd'the resllh, 1.10: -

Botany, \\'nat'\o learn in, 128. 
Bridle of man, the J;yc of God, 18. 

Brotherhood-" Xll men arc t:othrrs," what it implies, 14. 

It pohtically and divinely, 1:11. 

Browiling, E. B., on Italy, 78 "· 
' U!-lildings, public, their decoration, 104 . 

.._, Capitalist;'t::.t,, his ~ommand over men, 4-
Cai-lyl.:, T., on the value of horses'a.nd m~n. 18. 

"keen words" of, quoted, 18-1 . 
. Casa Guidi, windows of the, referred to, 36 n. 
Charity, crowning kingship (Siena fresco), 59. 

" ,-:::;~.l" preserving henhh, not in protracting disease, 18.1 . 
• ~ '·1:..s guidance, 127. 

not a geographical virtue, 81. 
true, defined, n8. 

Charon, 3. 
Chartres, 86. 
Cheapness not to be considered in producing art, 37. 

' ., o(,good art, undesirable and why, 62 seq. 
ChNLting disgraceful, but being cheated is not, Bg. 

Church-going ~ndjife, 14- c-

rcstorauon,cnania for, 86-7. 
Cl:i~kc, Dr. Adam, at the r.fotar,hysical, ~ociety, 176. 

Gleobi, and Bito, death of, rng. 
story of, beautiful, 183. 

Cle~ymen.';o preach pmctically-e.g., on trade, n2 11. 

Cleverness, best shown in sympathy with the aims of others, 170. 

Clough, Artnur, guoted, 185 11. 

Cocoa-nut, simile from a, as to the cheapness of good arl, 64. 

Colour, good, to be lasting, 44. 
,. local. as an C,:.::ment of chiaroscuro, 162. 

Commerce, cowardice and, 1')7. 0 

frauds of, 151-2. 

.. modern, 1857 pref. xi. •' 
1 

Co11,pc1ition, a b_ad thing in education, 135. 

Co11servatism, tnle, 58. 
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Country,"serving one's, with plough, pen, and sword, ,29. 
Cricket, tlie ~ame of, 128. 

Criticism, mistaken blame worse than mistaken prdise, 24. 
public, its effecl on artists, 24. 

Currency, national, its nature, 1 ;9. 
,I 

Dante-I11fer110, the purse round the neck as a sign d con
demnation, 4. 

Lasciate ogni speran:a, 93. 
Deane, ,ir T., on the Oxford Museum, 32. 
Death, as a fPWard. 1~3. 
Design, dependent on proportion, 16o. 

study of, 159. 
subjects of, 172-3. 

Development, the direction of human, 175. 
Dialogue o: "paternal government," 121. 

Diamond-cutting, w~~te of time, 34. 
Dictionary of classical antiquities, woodcuts in, 107. 
" Dilett~;· and ar}, 155. 
Divg<:.;,~, respected, 2-3. 
Discipline the basis of progress, 16. 
Discovery of men of genius, 20. 

.r-

Disr t::dience destroys power of understanding, 1857 pref. x 
Drawtng as a means of descripti9.n, 153. 

·o 
lessons, 1.=6. 
to be learnt, a~. readinf or writing, 153, 158. 
to scale, to be learnt, 16o. 

Dress, art of, 47. 
beautiful, essential to great art-e.g., its portraiture, 5·1· 

characteristics of, 54. 
a means of education, 54-

bcst, not the costliest, 54. 
employment of labour-c.g., ball-dresses, 50. 
fa..,hion in, wasted power of desig.:, 45. 
fine, the spoils of death. 53. 

as a subjer.t of expenditure, 146. 
under wh;t_cir...:~mstance, right and wrong, 52. 

lace, its va'ue, 171. 
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.:>urer's ergravings, art-models, 169. 
permanency c.f, 42. , 

~., ,1 crest with cock,~ art .;;odcl, 164. 
woodcuts, 40 . 

.) ' 
,Economy, its true meaning (ap1=1rcation: accumulation: distri-

.: bution), 8 s,·q. 
' the art of managing labour, 7, 8 

,. 1 . the balance of splendour and utility, 10. 
;<. <.!~•;, not "i,1ean saving money, 8 

simile of farm life, II. 

the laws of, same for nation and individual, 12 seq. 
Secs. Almsgiving, Author, Capitalist, Charity, Cheat

ing, Commerce, Currency, Education, Employment, 
,:::F!]gland,.. Farm, Gentlemen, Gold, Labour, Land, 

• · · _:;:,uxury, l\·loncy, National works, Panics, Parish relief. 
· Pension, Political Economy, Poor, Poverty, Pro:·~rty, 
Trade, Wealth. 

Education, best claimed by offering obedience, 16. 
drawing to be part of, 156. 

. " 
dress as a means of, 54-
eye, the best medium of, ro6. 
fo1mative, not reformative only, 15 . 
in Art, author's paper on, 153 seq. 
liberfy to8 be controll~d by, 128 
manual trade to be learnt by all y0uths,-128 
modern, 135. 

in England, its bad tendency, 177. 
schools of, to be beautiful, 104-5. 
refinement of habits, a part of, 104. 
,taste of, on dead languages, 128 • 

., youn1fmc'n, their, 134. 
Edward I., progress since the days of, 1857 pref. 
Emotion, quickness c:r,, is not capacity for it, 132. 
Employment, may be claimer' by the obedient, 16. 
England, art-treasures in, their ntl'tnber, 5. 

modern, its ugliness, 176. , . ,' 
the rich men of, their duty, n!l-9. 



" A.J JOY FOR EVER.'' 

.i!:nglish-ehar •• cter, impulse and prudence or, 17. 

En~, vile, i;;. f\!lr-depcn.'.encc, 130. 

~urope, no great art, cx~cpt in, 87. 
Examinations, their educ.1.tional.:tim and \'aluc, 136. 
Eye, the, nobler than the car, , n·d a better mt•,ins or education, 

1o6. 

Faith, frescoes or, Ambrozio Lorenzetti, Siena, 57. 
kinds of, 5;. . 

Famint', how it comes, 133. 
Fancy, as cs. !ntial to'finc manufacture, 172. 
Farm, metaphor of a, applied to national economy, I 1. 

Fashion, change of, as wasting power of design, 45. 
Florence, arc and dress of, 54. 

drawing at, 1400-1500, art-models, 109. 
Fool~, the ,vise to take of the, u8. 
Franre, art in, grca:: and beautiful dress, 54-

English prejudice against, 81. 
,, 0 -cial phi! ,sophy in, " fratemitc" a true principle, 14. 

Fhi.1,,r.';,., a goldsmith, 46. 
Frescoes, whitewashing of Italian, 85. 
Fraternity implies paternity, 14 (cp. Time and Tide, 177). 

Fu1,eral, English love ol a '·decent," 70. 

GainsborougJ.:, his ;,ant of gentle training, :.,8. 
learns fr ,m ltali~.n art, 82. 

Ger.:us, men of, and art, four questions as to (production, employ
ment, accumulation, distribution), 19. 

their early struggles, due to their starting on 

wrong work, 23. 
Gentlemen, tradesmen to be accounted, 114 
Ghiberti's gaJes, M. Angelo on, 46. 

, , a goldsmith, 46. 
Gh;rland\;_jo, a goldsmith, 46. 

M. Angelo's mas:;:r, 46. 
Giotto's frescoes, AssLi. perishing for want of care, 86. 

_discovered by C'malue, 133. 
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,(,lass, cut, waste of labour on, 34. 
p~irlt~'CI, French 1200-1300,'the bcst,,Jfi9. . 

God nlwa:,:; se119s men for the work, but we crush them, 133. 
.. His work, fts fulfilment by men, 1~2. 

Go::t, its uses, as <rmedium of exchange, 150. 

incorruptible and -tit be used for lasting things, 46. 
{ ,, not therefore to be used for coinage, 46. 

·"uoldsmiths, artists who have been, 46. 
,, ;: _ educa.tlo_nnl training for artists, 46 11. 

_, ,, , · ~i,ork ol, 45 uq. 
Govcrrvnent, enforcement of divine (aw, 1n. 

in details, 122 uq. 
paternal, 14-

11 in loco parentis," 16 u. 
,. defined, 121. 

principles of, at the root of economy, u. 
Faith, Hope, Charity, 57_-

10 be conservative, but expectant, 58. 
to form, not only reform, 15. 

,, to give work to all who want it, i29. 
Great men and the public, 137 

the work they are seut to do, 133 
Gre~ness, lh~lmmility of, 137. 
Greece, development of physical beauty, 176. 
Guilds of trade, tl.ecq_ration of the\r' building,,_ u6 seq. 

I-{s!siod's " Eris", 176. 
Historians, mistaken way of pointing out how great men iuc 

. fitted for their work, 133. 
Historical painting as a means of education, 106-7. 
History, the [ludy of mcdi.:eval, as well as ancient, insisted on, 

109. '..J 

Horace, "justus, ct propositi tenax," 182. 

11 
11 pra.vn jubcrtjum," ih. 

Horse and man, bridling of, 11:l. 
Hospitals, decoration of, 114. 
Housewife, her seriousness and her smile, 1;;,. 
Housewifcry, perfect, 10. t 
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Humilit~ of g'reatness, 137. • 
.he compar•;on of io,• and usefulness, 168. 

i11ustrations, modern, b~.d art of, 40. 
Independence, dishonest efforts after, 131. 
Indian shawls, design of, 173 .. r.·· 
Industry, its <luty to the past and future, 72. 
Infidelity, modern, 177. 
Invention, national, of new wants, 138. 
Inventors, to be 1o,1blicly rewarded, but to :.:1~e no 1:-:-:ents, 11~. 
Island,' desert, analogy of a, and political economy, uo. 
Italy, Austri«ns in, 7fi. 

cradle of art, 82. 
destruction of art in modern, 84. 
modern art of, 85 
state of, 1 B 57, 8.t, 

c .. -. .. 

thun'l!erclouds in, " the winepress of God's wrath," 77. 
Italian ~haracter, B,i, 

Jewels, -~~1tting O~a 52. 
' ,. ' modem, bad and costly, 159. 

property in, 146. 
J cws, Christian dislike of, Sr. 

r -
Keats, quoted, " a joy for ever," 1880, pref ix-x. 
King, the virtues qf a (Siena fresco}, 60. ~ 

Ki 1gship, cr'owned by Jharity ~Siena fresco}, 59. 
, ., modern contempt for, 177. 

Labour, a claim to property, 145. 
constant, not intermittent, needed, 11. 
end of, is happiness, not money, 174. 

to bring the whole country under cultiva
tion, 12. 

mauagcmenr of, is economy, 7. 
organi~a.tion or, no 11

• out Jf work·· cry, 11-12. 

,. uniler government, planned, 127-31. 

sufficiency o't' a m~f s labour for all his needs, 7. 
·• nation's its ., 7. 
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•;Labour, ,mtimud :-
-·waste of, in various kinds of ~·:;eless a!t, cut-gla•s, · · 

1- mosaic, &c., 34. 
II II ., dress, 50 uq. 

L.,.c-maki11g, 52,..:' 
.. machine and hand-made,- !lio. 

~ 
> ,, 1.luc of, in its labour, 171 • 

...._ LaissC¾:allcr, a ruinous principle, 16. 
Land, 11ic·laws o~cultivation, the same for a ~ontinent as for an 

,owners, their duties, 143. 
Law and liberty, 123. 

.. most irksome, when most necessary, 15 . 

., princir\es of, applied to minor things, 123. 

, " s\•~1,ld rcg11latc everything it can, 126 . 

., • ~y·,~ms of, none perfect, 124 . 

., lo be protective, not me.rely punitive, 15. 
Legislation, paternal, dialogue on, 121. 

Leonardo da Vinci, an engineer, 21. 
pupil of Verrocchio, 46. · 
work by, at Florence, 164. 

'Leonidas' death, lOCJ, 
Le~is, Joh~;·his work, and its prices, 102 "· 

Liberalism ir. government, true, 58. 

Liberty, law :mil, x·o, 
., to be interfered with, for goorl of nation, ,23-26. 

"-ife, ·baltles of early, for men oi genius, 23 . 
., ideal of, simplicity plus imagination, 147. 

Lit~raturc, cheap, modern, 65. 
Lombard architecture :it Pisa and Veron:i, 76. 
London se.L;on, cost of, in dress, 55. 
Look, people will n6t, :it things, 141. 
Lorcnr.etti, Ambrozio, his frescoes of'' governme,,t" al Sien:-, 

57. 
Love and Kingship, su s. C1arity. 
J .nxury, articles of, as " property';" 146. 

docs not add to wcnlth, 48. 
the infl ucnccs of, 138. 

l I 
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·i,facaulay's fa1sc saying, ,; the giants of one age, the pigmics o4' 
the na<t," 16B.0 ' 

i)-Jagnanimity, the virtue of, its full meaning, 6o. 
Mammon worship, in E.:glish commercial centres, 151. 
Manchester Art Treasures Exhit-ition 1858, 5, 69. 

,, motto of, "A : JY for ever," 1880 pref. 
Mansfield Art Night Class, address to, 1873, 166 seq. 
Manufacture, defined, 169. 
Marathon, 109. . 
;\larble, a brtter rriaterial for sculpture th::m'granil· :-]i. <> 

~Iarriage, desire for, iJJ girls; 55. 
l\lcdici, Piet~o de, orders M. Angelo's snow-statue, 36. 
;\lenippus, 3. 
1\-Ietaphysical Society, author, May 4, 1875, reads i- ·per at, 175. 
Michael Angelo, author's praise of, 36. ,;,• · 

Ghirlandajo's pupil, 46. 
on Ghiberti's gates, 46. 
snow-statue, 36. 

Mill, J. ~.'.I on wealth, 145n. 
on '-Vo1hen, 180. 

Misery, always the result of indolence or mistaken industry, 7. 
Mistress, of a house, ideal, described, 9, 10. 
Mode"llism, contempt for poverty and honour of wealth, t s·q. 

Secs. Commerce, Education, Englang, Italy, Wealth. 
Money, a document of title, 148. 

,1, God'~ gift and not our own, and why, u6 req. 
,, great work never done ,or, 98, 102. 

spending, is to employ labour, 48, 
the way we spend it, important, 48 ·9. 

l\loralily, mechanical basis of, 176. 
not to be limited to a class, 182. 

;\fora\ sense, the, defined, 177. 
'1osaic, Flor.!ntinc, waste of labour, 34. 
Motive, tl-ie only real, and rightness, 81. 
Mourning, English love of, 70. ,r 
Museums, provincial, art-models for, 169. 

!' 

i'la,ion,.I works, ;1..~ a meal',s of art employment, 24. 
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,~ations in_" brotherly concord and•'-J1crly author;ty," 4. 
'."lcrgy of, to be dircctcrl,, 16. 

· laws of, to be protective :,:; wdl i1s punitive, q. 
:'Satural fonns, !~- subjccls of design, 17~. . 

History, l~c sturly of, to be extended, 155. 
, Science, and drawing, •~P· 

~1 'cw York, council of, on luxury, 138n. 
·,'fouin{ham lace, 170. 

Ncvara';~~ttlc of, 77. 
. r, , ' 

-,. . ···~~ ·. 
Obc-lie::cc, to what we dislike, 1857 ,f>ref. 
Obstinacy of great men against the public, 137-8. 
Overwork, decried, II, 

Oxford Mus_el\m, Sir T. Deane on the, 32. 

ilnrr:'-r~verty o•· early years, 100. 

prices pa.id to a, 98. 
Panics, commercial--e.g., 1857, 151. 
Paper, necessity of good, for water-colour art, 43. 
Parable, The Ten Talents, ils practical applicr . .ion, n4'·;_-. 
Parents, noble delight of pleasing one's, possible only to the 

young, 27. 
Paris, destrucuon or, 1870-1, 168. . 
Pari:t1 relief, no more i11jra dig. than State pensions, 129. 
Patents, no, but ,.:>rh,1tc in\'entic.ns to be publicly rewarded, 113. 
Patriotism, what, ax': • 
J>~nsir~ ... ~ arc Government alms,· 12q. 

Pe1crborough, Bishop of, paper read ;it Metaphysic:il Society, 

:1.76, 183, 185. 
Photography, as a means of providing art-models, 164. 

c collections of Florentine Gallery photos, it,, 
Pictures, copies o;, t..-bc made, but not to be bought, 90. 

dealers, and old pictures, 85. 
destruction o( •. 6g. 
galleries, in all grea~ cities, 91. 

their supcrvisiu;1 and curators, 93. 
pictorial method of cducati~n, 1o::i seq. 
price of, IOI, 38. 1· l 
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i>ictures, pric<> of, conlinu~d ;_ 
A-., cff ct of t,ig,, prices on artists and oh art, 97 SM. 

by living artists, shows not val•~. Llt demand, 
IOI.-, 

by dead and liying masters, 103. 

modern pric1,.S, 38. 
of oil and water-colour, 102 "· ,· 

to be limitecl but not too cheap, 66, or,5. 
private possession of, its value, 93-_A,c· . 
purchase of, private buyers to buy" the ,. .. a,_s of livins·• 

art:.sts, the public those of dead, J'>3, 94, 5. 
for ostentation, 101. 

the government to buy great works, 89-
restoration of, notes of, to be kept for re'•r,ence, 94 ,,. 

in Itaiy, 85. .c'.?'. • 
s;lle of a picture, its politico-economical effec',, •~-' 11. 

studies for. tracings, and copies of, to be kept, 90 seq. 
Pisa, architecture at, 76. 

,. Ca1:1po Santo, The, 82. . 

P''ll". -c'iiange.~,o{ fashion in, deplored, 45. 
,. · gold and silver to be gradually accumulated, not melted 

down and remodelled, 46. 
Plqw,hing, boys to learn, 128, 

Po,itical economists, their thrirt, 89. 
Economy: modern boo·Ks on, 1857, bre;. 

the aim of true, 145. 

is cllizen's economy, 1857 pref. 
definition and true meaning of, 132 "· 

first principles of, simple but misundemood, 
1857 pref. 

its questions to be clealt with 01 e by one, 3t>. 
study of, to be accurate: if r,01 deep, 1857 pr,:f. 
secrecy in trade bad, no seq . 

., ,,. ., Sees. Economy. 
P~iitics, English, 82. 

European, 1848, 185:7, Bo. 
,. See s. r;onscrvatism, Liberalism. 

p..,or, .he, their ry_ght IC.: ~,;te education and support, 127. 
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Poor, the, ·eontinued ;-
• .. , arc kept at the expense~ or the rj_i,, r27 '" 

.. _.o b•,_takcn care of, u8. 
Pooierty, classical writers 011, 2. 

• medkeva; vfcw of, + . 
__ J 1' modem contempt for, k;t and right, 1 s,·q . 

• '~aster!)], thought for, 72. 
"'raisoi,,,,nly the young can enjoy, for the old :ue above it, if they 

derrI',~ _.:.._ 2( ..... 

..P';-iJe, ~ .. _-.-:,iiv~•~, expenditure, 79. 
Priz~-giying, n bad thing in cducatir-n, 13c;. 

its tni.e value and meaning, 166. 
Productive and unproductive transactions, 132 11. 

~ Progress, n;ir )ern, since Edward I., 1857 pref. 
1,opert" .-llvisiol}-Jof, into things producing (a) life, (b) the objects 

JI . -' of life, 144 seq. 
the right of, to be acknowledged, 142. 

Providence,. notion of a special, 133. .. 
Public, the, favour of, 137. 

great men and, 137. r, .- ·••· 

impatient of what it cannot understand, 140-1. 
Punishment, the rationale of human, 123. 
Purse-prid.;', ;;;odern and ancient, 2. 

Railway speed, \36. •~. 
Raphael's Disputation, Y47· 
Relig;•:.u, national, its beauty, pl'ef. 
Rembrandt"s "spelled shell" as a model in etching, 164. 
Renaissance architecture at Verona, 76. 
Restraint, the law of life, 16. 
Reverence far art, a test of art-power, 167. 
Reynolds, Sir J., ,cm ns much from Italian art, 82. 

portraits of, models of art, 169. 
Rich, tha duty of 1he s•rong and, uB. 
Riding, as part of education,-128. 
Rowing, as part of education, 128. 

St. Albans, Duke of, reads paper for :..1t;1or at l\Iansfield, 16( n. 
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'Gt. Lot.is' ch.1pel at Cnrci~dnc, pai111ing, 86. 
Salvatior, oot to b(\, limited tb a class, 182. 
School Poard, the, 177. 

.• <; 

Schools of art, bare sch, olrooms do nut fix the attention, ,..,_,. 
decoration of, re-'l.Sons for, io,l'. 
proposals for, ;,32. 

Science, controvt•rsy in, too much nowadays, 17 5. 
education in, 128. 

.. the bridal city of, 175. 
Selection, Natura.', and ~ocial Policy, papc~~hy a· ·::3r, 175. 
Shakespeare's Cliff, Sq. ~ ., 

Siena, frcscoc,; of Antonio Lorenzetti, 57. 
Smith, Adam, 1857 pref. 
Soldiers of the ploughshare :is well as of the sw0rJ·. ~5-
Speculation, commercial, 151. 
Spider, web of a, 170. 
Stre. '., Mr., on the Ducal Palace, 141 11. 

Students in art, not ,o aim at being great masters, 168. 
Surfaces, drawing of round, &c., 161. 
Sympath~r:· th~ cl&'rerness of, 170, 
Syst1:ms, not easily grasped, 128. 

Tash·, defined, 154. 
,t' _.r,d ncation of, 16o. 

Tenn;·son, 111 ,11cm. LV. "Of futy seeds, Sile uftcn brings bnt 
. one to bLar," x'33 (cp. Time and Tide, 67). 

Tl,ought, not to take tt,i! place 'lJf fact, 141. 

Tirn.:, man is the true destroyer, not, 74 
Ti11us, The, Nov. 23, 1857, referred to, 138 11, 

Tinto1et's St. Sebastian (Venice), perishing, 86. 
Titian, eternally right, 157. 

sketch by (Florence), 164. 
woodruts of, 70. 

Tombs, English waste of money on, 78. 

f JI 

Trane, art-faculty, its employment .n design in, 30. 
freedom trorn rivalry, h<:althful, IIO seq. 
government dit'l!ctio,n of, 129. 

r, , . -,1tUilds, decoratio,. af their buildings, no stq. 
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. ,Trade, g~ilcls, ro11li111wl :--
. under public mana,l"cment, JI4. 

• • .,ecy of, bad, 110 sfq • 

,. "fru.:' co-'L-.-~ration in, what, u2. 
-:' youths to_)P:tl"J some manual, 121!. 

l, ... men, their modern socia: nosition wrong, 11.1. 

~%, depr_n~ent on justice and 1!l\0e, 152. 
' ,urn,t, prices of his pictures, when a boy, 98. 

· .. ·~ wa111 _of gen tole training, 28, '· .-., ........ . -U gH[lc"s, is e,,I, 177. 
Usury, nu mortal sin," 185. 

· Utility, not to be the sole object of life, to. 

• ~llum, fol' ,,atc-r-colour drawing, 43. 
·.\niJ!c,' , ... ::-r, aiC:ed by bcnutiful dress, 54. 

·.. · Oucal Palace, chronolo!:}'. of the capital, 141 ... 
Verona, amphith03tre of, 76. .-

battlefields of, 77. 
greatest art-treasury in the world, 761,rq. .J,. 

2 73 

typical of Gothic architecture, 76. ,,,,_ -
Veronese, P., eternally right, 157. 

__ J• Family of Darius," purchased by National 
Gallery, for £14,000, 55· 

Verrocchio, a goldSIJlilh, 46. 
master t r Leonardo, 46. 

Virtue~- :he, fresco of, by A. Lorcnzetti,,at Siena, 57-
.... winged (Siena), ib. sl!q. 

\Vages, fixed rate of, advocated, 113, 129. 

Wall-paper, • .' 59. 
\Vanis, the mvcntio~ of new, 13b. 
w~r. dcstructio; of ;vorks of art by, 75· 
Water-colour drawings, perishable, and why, 42. 

to !JI; on vellum, not paper, 43· 
Wealth, author's respect for true ,1. 

duty and, 119-20. 

earner! and inherit~d, 143-
18 



" A JOY ''::,')R EVER." 

, Wealtl,, co11:imud :-

" /{e,edom of ~pending_ to be nllowed, 142 . 
.,

3
~.c.,w g1ined, 117, ·· 
means well-beilW· q7. 
medi::eval view of, 4. 
modern honour paid ,,,~ 1- 2. 
power of, 4. 2 

· 

principles of, rr4 seq. 
works of art, how far they are,"i~2 n. 

Wealthy, the, "r'lots of the State," n9, 1 _ .. 

· ., claims of the poor on, 143. _;;\• 

. .. _ 

.. wny in .vhich they should spend their money, 143 
Wisdom, preciousness of, 174. 
Women, education of, drawing, 158-9. 

J. S. Mill on the position of, 180. 
Woodcuts, cheap and nasty, 40. 
Wo.-Jswouh's essay on the Poor Law ,\mcnrlmcnt Biil, 16n. 
Workhouses, to be orthy their name, 1q 

, Working-men's College, drawing al the, 156. 

Y~n•·:, c~~ou::.gemcnl good for, 26 stq. 
of a nation, to be guarded, 134. 

D • 

work of a, necessarily imperf eel, but blame"'-10 , if bokl or 
,,.., ... :'ovenly, 25. 

TIIF: END. 

Pnnted hy llALLANTYNJ<, HANsorr 6- Co. 
Eclinbnrgh 6,J LoRdon 

'·, 
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, I 
UNTO THIS LAST. · Four Essays on~Poutirc.: 

Economy. With Preface. 104th Tho11sand.: . ': " 

FRONDES AGRESTES. R~Jrng~ ir~ ,vloG<'." 
Painters." 5'Jlh Thousand. ,, '·· 

TIME. AND TIDE. , On Laws of Work. 
4Ist Th,'usand. • 

THE CROWN OF WILD OLIVE. Essays o 
Work, Traffic, War, &c. Sc,th Tho11sand. 

A JOY FOR EVER. On the PoJ=tical :_onq:r, 
of Art 50th TMmand. ''< 

TH'lt TWO PfJ'HS. On Decoration and Mani 
facture. With 7 Illustrations. 46th Tho11sand. 

T~E ~T,lEE1'T OF THE AIR. A Study of Gree 
1'.r.iylhs. --s,th Tho11sa11d. 

THE ETHICS OF THE DUST. Ou~. the El1j1 
men\~ of Crystallisation. «th Thousand. 

TE:-r:"RUSKIN READER. 14//z Thousand. 

The Autho1 '.r lateJ"t · Altera.':011J 
Addition.r • .Note.r (and in .ro11? 
~a.reJ" JlluJ"tration.r) are only t 
be found in the .rtill Crpyrigh 
Edition.r of 'R.u.rkJn i.r.rued h . 
the Author' .r 'Pub/i.rher. 
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