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PREFAC~. 

I
T affords us immense pleasure to bring to the 

. notice of all lovers of Sanskrit litera.ture this 
hitherto unpublished and exoellen. oommenta.ry 

on the in;U:J;lort,,1 Bh"ilav.~ Gita.. Numerous 
have been t.he oommentaries on this divine poem whioh 
have seen the light of day. When the Gur,lhartha 

Dlpilpj, o( Madhusudana Sal'",~wati :was published it was 
considered to embody all that could· be said in ,elucidao 

tio~ of the celestiaL t~xt, . But a pe~·~SIi.I of this (1om· 
men.tary will show ' ~o'w much stiil i·e~a.ined to bit. said 
and how Madhuevda.ila ·. Saras:watihims,~l( ha.s mig'aoDS' 
trued sowe of the ·passage·s. .This cOlpmental'Y i'(Va..i)lo 
a.ble not only on aocount of its exceedin~ :ra.rity, only 
one manusoript being available in spftec- C;r all our searQh 

for the past two years, but also on acoount of its 
excellence and impartiality. Tbe author is one. 

Venkatana.tha of whom nothing definite is known, 
Dharmal'll.jltdhvari. the author of Vedltntllpa.ribh~ba. 

spea.ks of one V~nka.tana.tha. as his guru in the fpllowing 
sloka. 

~JI'''-a~Jq.~r~~~f:~:f"'lClrfe.~: 
. -+. • 

;;rlJl~' q,~ ' e"q.~~,J:Jq~I'H~ " 

If we infer from this tha.t the a.uthor of thiE! COflI" 

tn&nta.,l'Y wa.,s the guru of Dh~mwl\i~clhvlL;l'i W&. 1lIeMo 
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with a difficulty. Dharmarajadhvari says in the follow· 

ing Bloka that his pa~amaguru was oalled Nrsi~ha 
to · t t that he is the desclple whereas our commenta. r B a es , 

of one Rama.brahmananda. Tirtha otherwise known 'S 
Abbinava' Sankaracbu.rya. 

~r~~l:or ~r~RUrr: I 

ci Ir'TTr"4 ;rf6~~ ~mrst q~~ ~~ " 

Hence it appears these two personages cannot be 

the Bame. Nor are we able to trace the identity of this 
Venkatanatha through hiB other works. It is clear from 
this commenta.I'Y that he has written three works 
besides this viz., Adva.itavajrapanjarn. reference to which 
is found herein very often, Mantrasal'asudh9.nidbi 
referred to in page 427 and a commenbtry on the Tait· 
tiriya Upanishad referred to in page 461. It is a pity 
none of these works is now available. If they are lost 
for ever we can but say Lhat it is a great calamity to the 

Sanskrit literature. A perusal of this commentary 
clearly shows how very learned the author was besides 

being a very impartial critic . He spares none of his 
predecessors. Ramanuja, Madhva, :)ridhara, MadhuBll ' 

dana Saraswati, the author of the Pai~ii,cba Bhasbya 
and another whom he calls as Navina or the latest 
commentatol'-!tll these are mercilessly criticised when. 
ever they go astray while they are given their due meed 
of praise whenever they deserve the same, It is the 
purpose of the commentator to show that the advaitic 
intel'pi'e'tation in accordance with the ' Bhashya of $1'1 
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$a.nkll.r&oMrya. is tbe only correct interpreta.tion for ·the· 
GftA. and s;ooordingly he misses no opportunity to slash 
with his pen all his opponents whoever they may be: 
He has a very high rega.rd for:;lrf :;la.nkara Bhagavat:, 
pltaa and wben he finds that he' has · interpreted the 
sa.me mantra in two different ways in the Upanishad and 
in the Gttlt he tries his best to reconoile the two interpre-
6ations and begs pardon of the learned for hiR avina:ya 
(vide page 97). In the second chapter he exhibits his' 
lea.rning in full and we are convinced that he was a 
personality of no mean intellect. He has rightly na.med 
the commentary as ~Bra.hmA.na.ndagiri, for it affords us 

. lIupreme pleasure to read;it'and to follow his arguments 
whioh though learned are expressed in very simple and 
sweet language. He oould not put up withtext·tor~ur· 
ing and when he finds Madhvaoha.rya an adept in that 
art, he gets beyond himself and deplores the fate of the 
Vedas and the Git8. which .has plaoed them in his hands 
to be tortured thus (vide page 143). His interpreta' 
tions are always direct to the ·point and in consonance 
with Advaita. In short he should be studied to be fully 
apprecia.ted. 

This precious commentary' would have shared the 
fate of the other works of this author but for the exer. 
tions of Brahmasri S. Subrahmanya. filaBtrigal of Tanjore . . 
He it wa.s who gave us a. well written copy of this and , 
directed our attention to its excellence. Wheu it was 
being printed it was found!tbat there was no comment. 
ary for eleven slohs (slokas 21-31) ' in the Tenth 
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Chapter IIond for the last eight slobs in the Eighteenth 
Ch~pter. In the course of our vigorous sea.rob for 

another manusoript we oame aoross one a.t the Tanjore 
Pa.la.oe Libra.ry whioh wa.s marked erroneously in 
Mr. Burnell's Catalogue as a commenta.ry by Ananda.giri. 
Evidently he mistook the na.me of the commenta.ry viz., 
Brahma.nandagiri for that of the author. On oloser 
examination we found that Pa.ndit SubrlLhma.nia Sa.stri
gal's Mss. should ha.ve been oopied from the Mss. in the 
Palaoe Library, for all the mistakes and omissions 

oontained in the one WILS found in the other a.lso. So, 
praotically we had only one ma.nusoript to go by and 

the Palace Li~rary Mss. whioh consisted of fairly well 
llreserved palm leaves was wanting in the last leaf which 
contained the last eight slokas of the Eighteenth Cha.pter. 
Fortu'nately the Gita. proper ends with sloka sixty six 

and the missing slokas are only IL portion of the PhallL

;;ruti which does not matter much. As for the eleven 

sloklLs missing in the Tenth Cha.pter it is very doubtful 

if the lLuthor ever wrote IL commentary on them, for we 
find in the PlLlace Library Mss. space for writing only 

the text of these sloklLs left bllLnk. Evidently the author 
did not find anything worth commenting upon in them 
and he simply skiPlled over them. In this edition we 
have filled up these gaps by substituting the comment

ary of Madhusudana Sara.swati which is the next best 
available. We ha.ve given the sa.me within quotations 
(pp. 391-395 and 591-595.) 
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Our thanks are further due to Pandit S. Subrah
manya Sastrigal for his hearty co-operation in editing 
this work. His disinterested labours in the field of 
Sanskrit literature are too numerous to be mentioned 
here and we do not think he has done a greater ~ service 
to it thlLn by · bringing< this work to our notice. In 
conclusion we feel thlLt the Sri Vani Vilas Press can 
justly feel proud of its existence by being enabled to 
publish such rlLre and valulLble works. If all lovers of 
SlLnskrit agree with us in finding this work unique and 
interesting it will be ILmple reward for our labours. 

cT. X. c7Jatasu6ranmangam. 
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Bhashya of Sri Sankara Bhaga
vatpadacharya with the comment
ary named V ana~ala of Ac~yuta 
Krishnananda Tlrtha. Prmted 
on pure white Feather.weight 
paper. Royal 8vo. Cloth Gllt. Rs. 3-0-0 
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Avaidikaqarsanasangraha by 
Gangadhara Vajapeyu Yaji. A 
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Sabharan jan asa ta ka , V airagya. 
~ataka, Santivilasa, Al1anda Saga. 
rastava and Sivotkarshamanjari. 
Cr. 8vo. Limph Cloth. 0·12·0 
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Panchadasi of V idyaranya with 

English Translation, ExplanatOl'Y 
Notes and Summary of each 
chapter by Dr. M. Srinivasa Rao, 
M. A., and K. A. Krishnaswamy 
Aiyar B. A., Cr. 8vo. 629 pages. 
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Blndu.tan Review:-Messrs. M. Srinivasa Rao and K. A. lrrish· 
naswami Aiyar have rendered a service to Indian Philosophy 
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Translation. the text with explanatory notes and Summa· 
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