
THE GRE T 
D ESE 

past o.lfrl present 

PRATAP C DUTTA 



This small volume deals with the 
Great A ndamanese one of the most 
primitive negrito groups of the world. 
Once more numerous, they now com
prise 23 individuals. While we know 
about their presentday culture, nothing 
practically is known about their past. 
Owing to overriding scientific concern, 
excavation in ancient kitchen-middens 
was undertaken to have light on their 
cultural history. 

The first half of the book contains 
basic information about history of the 
islands and islanders, ecology, problem 
and design of work, and notably certain 
specific "material culture' items discov
ered by excavations. In the second half, 
an attempt is made to provide answers 
to questions connected with past ways 
(~ll(f'e of the people. 

The concept of 'ethnological 
analogy' is used as a model. The study 
claims a long term stability of culture in 
the Andamans for nearly past 2,000 
years. 







THE GREAT ANDAMANESE 
PAST AND PRESENT 

PRATAP C. DUTTA 

ANTHROPOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture 

Department of Culture 
Government of India 

27, Jawaharlal Nehru Road 
Kolkata - 700 016 



No. 0.48 
ISBN : 81-85579-85-7 

Published bv 
Director 
Anthropological Survey of India 
Govcrmnent of India 
27, Jawaharlal Nehru Road 
Kolkata- 700 016 

Prilaed bv 
Print & Crafts 
24/1 A, Budhu Ostagar Lane 
Kolkata- 700 OOLJ 

Pub I ished in J unc 1978 
Reprinted in January 2004 

© 2004 Anthropological Survey of India 

PRICE: Rs. 110.00: $ 33.00 

Without the expressed pcnnission fron1 the Director, Anthropological Survey of India, 
Govcrmncnt of India, any portion of this publication cannot be reproduced partly or wholly. 



THE GREAT ANDAMANESE 
PAST AND PRESENT 

This volume is published on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of 
Andaman and Nicobar Regional Office of the Anthropological 

Survey of India 





PREFACE 

Although quite recently only a fe\v scholars paid attention to the prob

letn of reconstructing unkno\vn past of prirnitive con1n1unities, none has per

haps broached it yet in the Indian context. Because of its over riding scientific 

concern, the present inquiry was designed and initiated to unravel the past cul

tural history of the Great Andamanese Islanders. The Great Andatnanese, \vho 

were once n1ore numerous occupying most of the Great Andan1an, are no\v 

being represented by only 23 souls awaiting absolute extinction. 

To achieve the goaL explorations and excavations. which are the pre

requisites for such studies of ancient kitchen-n1idden sites in South Andan1an 

\Vere undertaken by tne during the field season of 1959-60 as a project of the 

Anthropological Survey of India. The follo\ving pages are the product of n1y 

own analysis and interpretation of the material contents exhun1ed concerning 

the past society of the Great Andamanese, and also of the n1atrix in \vhich these 

were discovered. Special en1phasis is given here to docun1ent the results of 

systen1atic excavation of a site at village Chouldari in South Andaman con

ducted by n1e. But, meanwhile, son1e i1nrnediate but brief results, then in the 

offing, have already been published in some international journals like Nature 

(London), Wiener Volkerkundliche Mitteilungen (Vienna), Etlznos (Stockholn1) 

and Current Anthropology (Chicago). I trust. this Sinal] but a con1prehensive 

piece of work and also the question of the peopling of the Anda1nans dealt \Vith 

here, \viii evoke interest in all those who are especially concerned with 

palaeoanthropological studies in India 

I wish to record here my gratefulness to the late Professor M N. Basu, 

fonnerly Head of the Department of Anthropology, University of Calcutta. for 

his interest and general guidance. I an1 particularly indebted to late Professor 

N. K. Bose, ex-Director of the Anthropological Survey of India, for initiating 

the \Vork~ to Professor Dr. N. C. Chowdhury. Head of the Departn1ent of Soci

ology and Social Anthropology, North Bengal Uni vcrsity, for rnany \vise sug

gestions; to Dr. Mahadeb P Basu for preparing the index: to Shri Dilip Kun1ar 

Chakraborty for pennitting me to use son1e photographs incorporated in the 

publication; to Messrs B. N. Bagchi, S. K. Chattopadhyay and S. K. Sanyal for 

the dra\vings and photography~ and to Mrs. Bharati Debi for rnuch-needed 

(V) 



general assistance. A special note of thanks is due to Dr. Anadi Pal for his 

constant and generous help in the excavation and also to Shri Rathindranath 

Ghose for his n1uch-needcd help in the preparation of the manuscripts. Shri J. 
R. Chakraborty of the Publication Section of this Survey took the full responsi

bility of going through the proofs. Lastly, it is tny duty and pleasure, too, to 

express n1y indebtedness to tny wife, Ruby, who had been in the excavation 

sharing the pains and pleasure of a hazardous life out in the Andamans. 

Port Blah: Pratap C. Dutta 
lst Apnl 1977. 
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ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

The Proble1n 

One of the basic tasks, \vhich interests anthropologists, is to learn as 
n1uch as they can about the lives of vanished people; for the reconstruction of 
hun1an history as a whole is one of their prime objectives. It is the realisation 
that inforn1ation gathered on the way of life of the cornrnunities can serve as a 
n1ajor feedback for a better understanding of the basic tenets of ongoing cul
tural evolution. But, until very recently, only a few scholars paid enough atten
tion to the problen1s of reconstructing unkno\vn past of the primitive cotnnluni
ties. And in the Indian scene, rniserably indeed, perhaps none has yet atten1ptcd 
cotnprehensi ve studies for reconstructing culture history of vanished hurnan 
groups or of those prin1itives \Vhich are just on the verge of extinction. In the 
Andan1an Islands, there is at least one such prin1itive hun1an group, the Great 
Andarnanese cornn1unity, \Vhich is just on that brink awaiting absolute extinc
tion. Considering the abiding interest, both frorn the point of vie\v of the sub
ject tnatter and of the nature of the con1rnunity involved, an atten1pt has been 
1nacle here to unfold the past way of life of the Great Andmnanese con1n1unity. 

In this kind of studies it is irnportant to define the basic problern at the 
very beginning. Because, such studies usually aitn at unfolding the past hunu1n 
behaviour and, at the sarne tirne, attempt to provide ans\vers to different sets of 
questions connected \Vith the way of life of hurnan groups which have no re
corded history. Although it has been realised that elucidation of rnan's past can 
be approached scientifically, 'its atternpts are, ho\vever. n1uch exposed to too 
n1any hazards which are really difficult to overcon1e. It n1ay be fair to point out 
at the very out-set that reconstruction of social structure, and also of cultural 
n1orals, is extretnely cornplicated and not beyond controversy (Childe, 1944 : 

23~ Hawkes, 1954: 161-62; Trigger, 1968). 

The problem that could be identified in the present context \Vas a basic 
one. We do not know yet what was the past way of life. the \rhole culture. of 
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the Great Andatnanese who once occupied tnost of the Great Anchunan. Since 
reconstruction of social structure and cultural morals is extremely difficult as 
noted already, our present interest rested solely in settling : 'what was the cul
tural milieu of the Great Andamanese; concerning specifically the technology, 
economy and subsistence-settlement pattern ?' 

The problen1 at issue in1mediately generated a n1ore specific hypothesis. 
This \vas fonnulated as follows. Since the Great Andatnanese \vere, and have 
been untill quite lately, very closely linked up with the peculiar Andan1anian 
ecology, \vhich ren1ained more or less unchanged fron1 a distant past, it was 
expected that cultural systen1 of the past society had been sin1i lar tQ that of the 
present*. It \Vas a hypothesis \vhich tried to bring to a sharper focus the phe
nonlenon of a long-tern1 stability of cultural tnores of the Great Andan1anese. 
This is a testable one, and it can be confirmed or rejected by the specific nature 
of data collected bearing in tnind the problen1. The present hypothesis can be 
considered as a necessary link bet\veen the probletn and data, since it provided 
a suitable franle\vork for reconstruction. 

To probe into the probletn, let us now first look for the actual historical 
docun1ents available concerning the Andatnan Islands and the people as \Yell. 

HISTORY OF CONTACT 

The knowledge about the existence of the Andatnan Islands as the Insu

lae bonaefortunae in the Bay of Bengal dates back to the second century when 
Cladius Ptolen1y, a Greco-Rotnari geographer, first published an annotated at
las describing places as far east as Borneo. The first distinct notice about the 
Andan1ans and son1ething about their inhabitans were, ho\vever, recored in the 
chronicles of two Arabian travellers \vho had passed by the Islands during the 
ninth century (Renaudot, 1718). In 672 A.D., I-Tsing, a Chinese Buddhist tnonk, 
n1ade also son1e brief references about the Andatnans (Tetnple, 1903 (II I) : 4 7). 

Between the 13th and 14th centuries thet'e were a fe\v instances of 
proto-anthropological writings about the Islands. Marco Polo, the tatnous 
Venetian n1erchan t and a great ex plorcr, too, Transn1i tted to posterity a 
\vealth of infonnation about the land and the people. He recorded : 

*Here present denotes a period corresponding to the latter half of the last century. 
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'Angmnanain is a very large Island. The people are \Vithout a king and are 
idolaters, and no better than wild beasts. And I assure you all the n1en of this 
Island of Angamanain have heads like dogs, and teeth and eyes ke"Yise; in 
fact, in the face they are all just like big 1nastiff dogs ! They have a quantity 
of spices~ but they are n1ost cruel gener-tion, and eat everybody that they 
catch, if not of their own race. They live on flesh and rice and n1ilk, and 
have fruits different fron1 any of ours' (Yule, 19QJ.~: 309). 

Subsequently, Frair Odoric in 1322, Nicolo Conte in 1430, Master Cesare 
Federici in 1566, and others \vho traversed the region described the Andatnans 
and their inhabitants (Federici, 1625). 

With regard to the nan1e of this group of Islands, it seen1s that Andarnan 
gets its nan1e frorn the tenn 'Angdmnan' used by Ptoletny during the second 
century. Marco Polo later n~uned it 'Angatnanain' possibly suggesting the exist
ence of two Andan1ans. But, as a tnatter of fact, the origin of the present nan1e 
is doubtful, and different authorities have interpreted it variously. 

Finally, it tnust be tnade clear that whatever rudin1entary notes and re
ports of early contact are av~ilable, they are so nebulous that virtually nothing 
can be detennineds as to \Vhat was the state of afTairs in the past in the Andarnan 
Islands. On the contrary, descriptions available on th:e tnodc of life of the Is
landers, recorded during the 2nd to 17th centuries, stand in high contrast to 
existing cui tural patterns noted by colonists and scholars. In reality, therefore, 
history of the Andan1an Islanders \vas largely unknown till the British contact 
\vas established in 1788 for establishing a penal colony by the East India Conl
pany. 

What boils do\vn frotn scanning the historical facts gathered above is that 
the Andan1ans had virtually no history wotth the nan1e. This, of course, is not only 
the case we have just encountered but the situation is equally true for the various 
tribal societies still living in the n1ainland of India (Kosatnbi, 1965 : 9). 

THE NEGRITO ISLANDERS 

The Andan1a11 Islands have been the horneland of a fe\v inbred, black 
skinned, and pygmoid population groups - the Great Andamanese, Jarawa, 
Sentinelese and Onge. They all live by hunting and food gathering. They arc 
divided into two n1ain divisions-, the Great Andan1anese and the Onge-Jannva-
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Sentinelese group. These two divisions show many a differences \Vith regard to 
language and tnaterial culture (Radcliffe-Brown, 1948 : 12-13). 

Owing to impact of civilisation the lslander~ suffered a lot~ Their popu
lation figure was estirnated at about 10,000 strong in 1779, for the first titne, 
which sharply declined to less than half of it by 1858 (Guha, 1951 : 1 ). And by 
1971, their strength was sharply reduced to son1e 500 and odd. This drastic 
decaying trend, which could be estitnated frotn census figures set out in Table I, 
itself indicates that the Negritos will be extinct before long. In this regard, the 
fate of the Great Andan1anese is quite con1parable to that of the Red Indians of 
the United States of Atnerica, or the tribes of Oceania, South-East Asia, Tas
n1ania, Australia and Africa. It n1ay be rcalled that out of an estinulted popultation 
of about 7,000 Tasn1anians, the last survivor of the group passed ~l\vay by 1876. 

Table I : Populationji:gures of the Andanzan Negritos 

during 1858-1971 

Tribe 1858 1883 1901 1911 1921 1931 1951 1961 

Great 
Andamanesc 3500 2000 625 45) 209 90 ')., __ , 19 

Jarawa 600 468 114 114 70 50 500 

Scntinelesc } 1250 117 117 117 50 50 

On(te 700 672 631 346 250 150 129 b 

Note : (I) The Great Andamanese could only be enumaratcd from 1961 to 1971 

census years : the figures for others. excepting 1961 and 1971 count for the 

Ongc, are merdy rough estimates. 

(2) Enumeration made by the Anthropological Survey of India gives a figure 

of 23 Great Andamancse and I 05 Ongc us in January 1977. 

1971 

24 

300 

100 

112 

Two specific reasons are current for explaining the decay of the Great 
Andatnanese. One is attributed to the results of several anned encounters with 
colonists during the beginning of the penal settletnent. The other is ravages 
fron1 disease like syphilis, tuberculosis and other contagious disease acquired 
through contact with irntnigrant population during the years follo\ving 1870 
(Man, 1932 : 14~ Porttnan, 1899 ( 1) : 14, 29-31 ). 

The Great Andarnanese who were originally con1posed of sotne ten tribes 
inhabited most of Great Andan1an. They had their own distinctive dialects with 
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nan1es, and were divided into a nutnber of stnaller units labelled as 'local groups'. 

These tribes \vere Aka-Cari, Aka-Kora, Aka-Bo and Aka-Jeru belonging to 

Northern group; and Aka-Kede, Aka-Kol, Oko-Juwoi, A-Pucikwar, Akar-Bale, 

and Aka-Bea belonging to Southern group.The tribes noted above are not all 

110\V represented in the present con1position of the Andatnanese con11nunity as 

sotne of then1- natnely Kede, Kol, Ju\voi, Pucikwar and Bea- have been conl

pletely extinct. The con11nunity con1prises only 23 survivors ( 14 males and 9 

fen1ales) as in January 1977. The aggregate of the Great Andan1anese having 

its cotnrnon dialect known as Jent, has no\v been settled (since 1970) in Strait 

Island (area 1.2 sq kn1s) off the east coast of Middle Andatnan. 

Another tribe of Great Andatnan is the Jarawa. They are still irnplacably 

hostile, and several atternpts to conciliate them proved futile in the past. The 

first atten1pts to establish contact \Vith the people \Vas made in 1790 by Archibald 

Blair. But recently, in April 1974, came a breakthrough \Vhen one group finally 

responded to friendly gestures by the Island adn1inistrators (Singh, 1975). Since 

then regular contacts are being tnaintained with a group of Jarawa in and around 

Foul Bay and Chotalingbang at the western coast of Middle Andarnan. In the 

past they lived at the southern portion of South Andatnan, but now they inhabit 

the \Vestern coast of Middle and South Andarnan.The group has so far escaped 

the intl uence of modern civilisation, thus retaining their pri n1i ti veness. Infor

nlation on this group is no\v being gathered by and large. 

The Sentinelese is the third tribal group of Great Andan1an inhabiting 

North Sentinel Island, situated son1e 64 kn1s off the west coast of South Andan1an. 

It is believed that this group originated fron1 the Onge and Jarawa tribes, but 

rernaining in isolation in this srnall Island the Sentinelese have acquired dis

tinct features of their O\Vn. The tribe has never con1e in contact with outsiders, 

and, therefore, nothing is known about this group. An1ong the Anclarnan tribes, 

the Sentinlese are now absolutely outside the pale of any contact. 

Little Andatnan is inhabited entirely by the Onge. The group con1prises 

105 individuals (January 1977) and the population has recorded a considerable 

decrease in 1977 frorn 1961. During early days of the British contact, the Onge, 

like other Andarnan Islanders, were hostile. The first effective atternpt to con

ciliate thern was n1ade between 1885 and 1887 by Muric Portrnan, and since 

then the people have been behaving in a very friendly n1anner. 
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These groups have all been classified, anthropologically, as the 

Negrito or Pygmy race, because they bear, in general, a close biological 

resetnblance \Vith the Negritoids. Owing to the absence of adn1ixture \Vith 

outsiders, barrit1g the Grent Andamanese of recent tin1e, these Anda1nan 

Negritos have succeeded in retaining n1ost of their. original racial charac

teristics in a much purer from than perhaps any other known people \vhotne 

we· know of intin1ately. B.S. Guha ( 1954: 133) believes that, barring son1e 

negligible differences, the Great Andamanese and the Onge can be consid

ered hotnogeneous. Earlier, while clain1ing and uniforn1ity between these 

t\vo groups, Von Eickstedt ( 1928) postulated that the Onge represented an 

earlier \Vave of tnigration, and the Great Andarnanese irnn1igrated later. 

There is a general feeling, ho\vever, that all the four Andatnan groups are, 

on the whole, uniform and hotnogeneous in regard to'their physical cotnpo

sition (assesstnent on the Jara\va and Sentinelese is, however, based sin1ply 

on eye-estitnation). But cut off by circutnstances into sn1aller cotnn1unities 

since the distant past, they n1ust have developed local variations through 

the process of n1icrocvolution - a tnatter ren1ains yet to be probed into. 

The Negritos, in general, are char~cterised as very short statured 

(pygtny class) people \Vith \Yell-proportioned body build, broad head 

(brachycephalic), broad face having sotnewhat full but not everted lips, 

and straight nose. Their body hair is scanty, skin colour varies from reddish 

bro\vn to sooty black, the head hair is black, and the hair type is of peppercon1 

pattern. They have been labelled as infantile because of sn1oothness of the 

bro\VS associated \Vith high orbits and low alveolar index. Besides, another 

trait characterises the fen1ales. They possess true steatopygia an excessive 

accun1ulation of fat at the gluteal region con1bined \Vith lun1bar curvature ...... ...... 

1 ike the B ushn1an, Hottentot, and son1e other African tribes. Steatopygia is 

also found in the Andatnanese tnale in a lesser degree. 

On the grounds of s i tni lari ties in physical characters with the 

South-East Asiatic Negritos, the Andanu1n Islanders have been regarded ...... 

as s u r v i v or s of the As i at i c P y g 111 y, or the Negri to race . The i r co 11 ate r a I s 

are to be found in the Sen1ang an aboriginal.group inhabiting central 

region of Malay Peninsula and also East S u n1a tra and in the A~ta an

other abo r i g i n e g r o u p res i d i n g at the no rt her n 111 o s t part of L u z o n i n t he 

Philippine Islands (Martin, 1905: 185, 1022-23~ Lapieque, 1908~ 22-
26; Sullivan 1921 ; 174-99; Schebesta, 1952 : 326-91; sec also dis-
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cussion .in Mitra, 19fi9). Tn the oph1ioa of Liuio Cipriani (1966 : xi), the 

people of the Andamans t"epresent the purest living exu.mple of ~egritu 

stock and culture. 

PHYSICAL E~VUlO!\.MENT 

'fhe g,co~rHphical position of the And~uni.:ln Islands in the Inic..l-seas 
is of strategic in-.portancc. 'fhis is because of the fact that the Ancla1nans 

Hre lo<:ated bct"'·cen th<.~ Indian subcoutineut and the laudn1ass of 

South-East Asia. 

The Andamau Islands, compr1sntg a chajn of 257 islands ~ind 190 
rocks, are situated in midwaters in north-south direction between 10° and 
14 ° ~orth and 92<') and 94 ~ East at the rnouth u£ .Hay of Bengal (Figure 

1). This group of islands is located about 950 kms to the south-east of 
the Hooghly River mouth in West Bengal and some 1,127 kms lo the 

east of rvtadra.s.• ·rhc ~icobar Islands, consisting uf 62 islands and 5H 
rucks and stretchh1g over 2()0 kn1s on sea, lie a bout 129 kms to the 
south of the _.\ndamaHs; the d~pth of sea in bet\veen. tltcs·e t\vo groups 

uf islanw is Inorf.' than 700 fatho1ns, aud the 'fen-Degree Channel sepa. 

rates them. 

Although the constituent islanus c;f the A1~dan1aus- are s~parated 
frotn one another by inuurner•1ble narrO\V water passages, they just look 

bko a r.~losely-knitte.tl e1ou~aled ~tretch of land. The entire 1eugth frcnn 
L~uidfall Isla11d i.u tl1e north to Li.tt1c Aiuhunan iu the s.outh is slightly 
less thctJl 35;3 ktnS) t}u~ ffiHXlrllUn) breadth being !Jl k1ns with au average 

\vidth of 24 k1ns. Total land area of the ,\rldanlans fs csthnatcd ut 
about 6,340 sq ktns. 

The .Andaman 1s1auds a.rc Jivided into hvo 1nain groups of islauds, 
(;reat Andaman and Little Andaman, separated by the Duncan Passage 
\Yhich has a \Vidth of 48 kms and a d~pth of 21 fathoms~ Great Anda .. 

Jn::tu is further subdivided into three separate groups--North Andan1an, 

~·1iddle .Andaman and South Andan1an. 1"otal length of Great Andrunan 

is about 258 bns, \vhile the maxim tnn length and breadth of Little A nda

man are 42 kms and 26 krns respectively. 'fhe entire laud surface of 

the Andamans is hilly, enclosing narrow ve1lleys; the tenden<..,'Y of slope 

•Port Blair i.s situated at a distance of 1,255 kms from Calcutta a.nd l.l~S kms 
from Madras. 



is front east to \Vt!st. /\\1 clcv,ttions are located at the easlcr:u coast~ the 
highc.sl LciJJg t!Je .Si:tddle pcuk, 731.5 1netres, in North AlHlainau. There 
~ue uo 1·ivers clS su~h ; durin~ monsoons onJy a fe,v uon-percnnial streams 

drajn tllc !stands. 

The geological· i1Jfurn1atiun ou the -~ud,u-n~n and Nk:obar islands is 
(J.Uite adequately avail.ab1c by uu\v (Challerj~c, 1967; Karunakaran et al, 
1968; St:inivasun, 1958, 1969, 1977; Srhtivasan aud Azmi, 1976a., 1976b ; 
Srinivasan and Sarma, 1969a, b, 1973 ; Srinivasan and SrivHstavJ., 1972a, 

}g72b; Sriva~tava et al, 1976). Both the groups of islands are· nullling but the. 
-(:levi.~teJ peaks aud flat tops of curvt!d sub1narine· ridg.es \vhil'h <.:Onnect 

the Cape ~cgrais of Hunna· on the, J1ortl1 and \Vitl1 the Achin Head uf 
Sumah·a on the so11theast. The geological affinity between the islands 
and tbe Arakau Yoma. R~nge in Burma hns also been discussed and sug

gesttxl (Rink, 1847 ; Oldham, 1885; Tipper, 1911 ; Gee·~ 1926; Srini
vasan, 1968) . 

.. rh~ rnain AHJanlcUl ridge _Inostly comprises early tertiarv sedil"ncn

l ations overlying- t.ht:! basic ro~ks. The fullo~·ing ~traligrJphic scx1ucn<..."C 

has nx~cntly been proposed by c;. Kantnakaran et- al (1008) in ascendiug 

onlcr : Older Scdin1cntarics (consisting of Quartzit~s, Jusper aud Crystal
line Limestone) ; Ophiolite Suit (consisting of Serpentinite;, Uhrab,lsics, 

el~) ; ~Hthak~tri (;roup (consisting of Grit~ Couglomerate and Shales); 
Port Blair Group, follo\\-'eu by the.· Arl~hipela.go Group nnd the Nicubar 
(;roup. Recently~ Srinivasan and Sarma (HJ7:3) nn<1 Srinivasan and Az1ni 

(1976c) have proposed a revised ~trali!1;raphic sequence~ for the .Archipelago 
Croup. According to th~m~ the Group ranges in nge from eurly ~-lioccne 
to Pleistocene. U1e sequence is as follov.,·s in ascending order : Strait 
Forn1ation) Round Fonnation~ Inglis Fonnation: Long Formation, Sa\vai 

Bay For1nation. Guitar Forrnat:ion:- urtd Neill W-Est Co~\St Formc1tiun. 

At:<;ording to J. H. 1\:liHer ( 1842): the J\ndamans ,,..·ere isolated i.lt a 
period when the n1amrnn.ls flO\\" typical of tl1e mainland of ludia and 
Dunna did not exist there. On lhe basis of a bo·tanical studv of the • 

islands) S. Kurz (l86S) <.:laitned that n direct land connection hch\·ccn the 

islands and the nHl.inland nf Bunnn \Vas in existence. B. C. Kloss (1903). 
\vho identified n inetcen species of Inamn1:".lii:l, ho\vever~ refuted the thesis 

of Kur7. on the po.c;sibility of any land connection. R. B. Seyn1our Se\vell 
( 19~~R : 4-14), \Vho carl'ied out extensive oceanographk· rcsectrehes iu the 

AncL1nutn Sea Basin, a!Iinne.d strongly that the land eonnection; if it "vere 

ever in existence~ \\,.ould have been hefore tlu~ advent of 1n~unn1atia and 
latGr ~ompletely separated by \vide seas. Another oceanographic iuvesti-
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gation tnade earlier by G. A. F. ~!ollengraa£ js extrernely iinportant in this 

connection. Ilis 'vork relates to the rise and fait of sea level during 

glacial epoch in the Quaternary Age (~1ollcngraaf, 1921). On the basis of 

the evidence fonvardetl by \.1ollengrnaf, il \Vas argued hy Walter Kaudern 

(19;39) that a ran of near1y ~300 znetres .in sea level had taken place durin~ 

one of the great· glacial periods ,vheu land connections exposing ~ub .. 

llli.u-iue l'idges, were estnhlishe-d bct\ve·eu the rnainland of A~ia and 
the islands of Audan1an. 

llut if 1nust be made clear here that thE:! present physiographic cha

racteristics·.· .of the And~u1uan Sea and the Bay of Bengal basin floor do 

not support the contentions of ~lollengraaf (1921). Furthcrrnore, the 
recent fi_1,1dings obtained through oeeanographic explorations and deep

sea drillings in differe11t oceans and also in l3ay of Bengal and in Nor

thern Indian Q('eUu dearly suggest that th~ Andaman anu ~it:obar 

Js)auds::-do represent an eanerging nHninc-ridge-~ akin to mid-Atlantic or 
N inety:cast ridge. Thcrcftire, lhc questi_on of the islands cunucction 

\vith the 1naiuland of Bunna does not adse. 

The clitnate of the Aud,unans is tropical. It 1s. charac:terised by 

\Vann and hntnid v:eather v.'ith two "rvell-Inarked seasons, \Yet and dry. 

The \Vet, or rainy, season gencr(jlly continues from the eud of April uplo 

December \vitl1. iutcnnittenl hreaks 1 \vhile ·the remainiug period of the 

year is_ dry. The auuual nonnul rainfall is 3,180.59 tnm. ~-lonthly n1ean 

n1inin1um and rnaxiintun te1npr.ratures fluctuate between 20.1 °C iu 

J UHLLary aud :32.5c: (]. iu April as Ie(.'orded at 'Port Bluir in 197:3. T'hc an-

1Hta1 ~vcrage humidity js 80 per t.'Cnt. \Vind blo\VS at an average rate 

of abu1:1 t J 8 kn1s per lH>ur. Storms aud ~cn·ific ~ales, whic:h f ollo\V ea<:h 

other, are not very .infrequent phenomena. 

Of 6~·:340 S<l Inns of geographical. art! a, 2)415 sq km.~ are covered by 
cx<:ccuiu~ly t1euse hopkal growlhs of the e.vcrgreen and ueciduuus 

types. Paduk (z.'terocarpl1S dafbergioides) is the principal tree of Ueci~ 

duous variety W.hi<:h includes Dllup (Canaritun eu1Jhyllutn), Didu (Dunl· 

bax insigne): Bh~ck c11uglan1 (Termhtctlht b·ialata), atld Badatn (Ternu1~ 

r•alia provei'((L The evergreen type inc.:ludes, among others, (;urjau 

(Dipterocurpus), ~uhTlCg (:\fyritsicu irva), Lalchini (Ccjlopltyllrnn. spec

tabile). TI1e de(;tduous growths 1nostly occur in lower reaches of eleva

tions, \vhile the ev<='rgrccn type gro\\o'S mainly ou moist valleys. 1\hln

grovc (Ritlzoplto-ra conjugata) S\Vamps ure found in abundaul:e uu estua .. 

ries of the indented creeks. 
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About :3.5 species of n1atnn1alia -and 240 species and subspecies of 
birds have been recorded in the Andan1ans and Nicobars (Abdulali 

1976). Of the1n, possibly 12 have been recognised as peculiar to the 

Andan1ans (Kloss, 1903). They include Andamanese pig (Sus andanlllll

eusis), Civet cat (Paradoxurus tytlerii, Tyler), the Dugong (Dugong 

dugong) or Sea-cow, so1ne thirteen species of rats and· sixteen species of 

bats, tree-shrc\V, etc ; the three first nan1ed species arc the only large 

1namn1als. Several species of birds are resident and endetnic to the 

region (Ball, 1870 : 240-4:3). Snakes of larger size and lizards (Vannu1a 

salvator) inhabit the islands. Chital and some other deer, and also dog, 

are not the native maintnals, but have been introduced. In spite of the 

ideal habitat, ferocious auimals as well as larger gaines arc so far cons

picuously absent. 'Ihe islands arc, however, very rich in sea fauna. 

This includes an enonnous variety of diH"erent types of fish, crocodile, 

shark, turtle, oyster, and a large range of shell fauna. c·ommon species 

of mollusca are : 'AI urex adustus, Trochtls niloticus, Pteroceras chiragra, 

Nerita albicilla, Turbo atliculatus, Area scapha, Area granosa, Area 
fasciata, Cyr,ena sp., elc. 

REsEARCH DEsiGN AND MonEL 

Atnong the literature that have been published so fru·, only a few

especially Bruce G. Trigger (1968)-have devoted exclusively to the 

problen1s conuccled \vith the recoustruction of past. The skill ucedc<..l 

comprises the tnethods of palaeoanthropology \vhich alten1pls to trace 

human history and takes up the study of tnan's past frntn the point 

where recorded history docs uot appear.. Palaeoanthropolugy is a discip

line which chiefly concerns with portraying the- episodes of 1nan ·s 

developlopn1ent aud tries to explain \Vhat happened in the past. 

Anthropologists have to depend generally on the objects of ·tnate
rial culture' discovered by excavations, and it is fron1 these litnited and 

·largely technological nature of evidence they try to build up the out

lines of past way of life. Therefore, the most important and basic issue 

or elen1ent is the archaeological evidence comprising the rcn1nants of 

material culture and the matrix in \vhich these are discovered (MCcall, 

1964 : 28-37, 101-06). This category of evidence is often supplemented 

by ethnological, physical anthropological, linguistic. and oral tradition 

evidence (Tri'-!ger, 196S : 3). While physical anthropolo~y, on the 
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basis of excavated human skeletal finds, helps in studying the racial his
tory of the group involved, linguistics has been recognised as another 
valuable tool for revealing culture history (Shrzer and Bauman, 1972 : 
131). By using oral tradition also the information about the not-too
distant past can be obtained from the stories that are told by the living 
people about their own history (McCall, 1964 : 37-61 ; V ansina, 1965 : 
1-18; Trigger, 1968 : 10). The reconstruction, however, depends largely 
upon the kno\vledge and relationships that · exist between these and 
human behaviour in living cultures. . 

Recently, various conceptual frameworks are available as 
for interpreting the category of data which has just now been 
to (Piggott, 1961 : 11-12, 1965 : 5-8 ; Clarke, 1972). These 

cmodels' 

referred 
models 

generally attempt to view the entire culture from technological, econo
mic and social perspectives. Among them, the ethnological analogy is cur
rent and of crucial importance as an aid to interpreting and reconstruct
ing the past (Trigger, 1968 : 2-10; Lee and DeVore, 1968). The ana
logy implies similarity between the analogues in some respect and dis
similarity in others, since otherwise the analogy would amount to mere 
identity (Clarke, 1972 : 2). It involves the application of ethnological 
findings to archaeological data. Although the above categories of data 
are quite different, they all concern with human behaviour. There is a 
general feeling, however, that application of analogy is not beyond con
troversy, because it implies a vague sense of equivalence in the pro
cesses of culture regardless of time difference (Binford, 1968 : 17 ; 
Fitzhugh, 19i2 : 45). While subsistence pattern can be deduced by 
analogy, it is difficult to envisage the past social organisation, cultural 
and moral order. William H. Fitzhugh (1972 : 46-47), however, tells us 
that controlled analogy can serve an important function in reconstruc .. 
lion, as already realised by Michael D. Coe and Kent V. Flannery (1964) 

and John M. Campbell (1968). 

This concept was deemed useful, since there is much ground to 
suspect that the customs of present-day aborigines of the Andaman Is
lands go back to distant past. This is owing solely to similar ecological 
conditions. In this study, t'herefore, living ethnographic data were used 

to interpret the past. 

DATA CATEGORIES 

The basic data thus comprise two different categories. The first, or 
.. - ~ 
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the primary, consists of archaeological data, and the second ethnogra
phic infonnation as recorded, a1nong others, by Ed\vard H. Ivlan (1883) 
and A. R. Radcliffe-Brown (1948) on the contemporary Great Andamanese 
society. 

In order to generate data relating to the first category, field surveys 

in some part of South Andaman was undertaken by the author on be
half of the .A.nthropological Survey of India, Government of India, dur
ing the dJy season of 1959-60. Al~hough extensive surface explorations 
were made, only one shell monnd, or kitchen-midden deposit, at the 
village Chouldari could be methodologically excavated. 



TWO 

TI-lE PAST ALIVE IN KITCHEN-!\1IDDENS 

This chapter embodies the data obtained from excavations and 

field sutveys conducted at South Andaman during one full season in 
19.59-60. It also presents substantive data collected from another shell 

tnound at Beehive Island in ~Jiddle Andan1an, excavated earlier in 
19.52. On the basis of all these available data, an attempt has been 

made !here to survey, in a broad perspective the salient features of cul
tural histoty. Rnt, before doing so, it would be in order to present a 
r6sume of the investjgations th~lt have been made earlier in this 
direotion. 

HISTORY OF RESEARCH 

D11ring the late 19lh ccntnry interest in the Anda1nan Islands and 
on the aboriginal populations gre\v as a par,t of administratjve function

ing by the Biitishers. Thus, early notes on anthropology of the area 
appear to have begt rn with these colonists. It shonld, ho\vever, be 
noted at the first instance thnt all palaeoantl1ropological researches done 
so far in the And~unans have been quite sporadic and confined specifi
cally to the shell deposits. These shell n1ounds, technically called 
kitchen-middens, are found scattered helter skelter all over the islands, 

more numerously behind the mangroves fringing the coastal plains 

than in the interior of the forests. 

The anthropological strategy of the shell mounds, ho\vever, needs 

to be defined before proceeding further. 'The shell mounds are but the 

glorified dustbins. in \Vhich an assemblage of shells, pottery, imple

ments, equipments and other household objects lie buried under earth 

in different successive layers. These are, therefore, most important he
cause they preserve the left-overs-the ethnographical evidence-of a 

society, and bear the most prolific sources of information. Barring this 
single category of material nothing tangible is evidenced from the 

i~lands, which cou1d take us back. into the depth of prehistory. 

The first obsetvation on the occurrence of shell 1nounds in and 

around Port Blair, the Headquarters of the Andamnn Administration, 
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at South Andaman, seems to have been made in 1885 by H. Man \vho 

\vas deputed by the East India Company to take possession of the 

Andaman Islands. It appears from Edward H. Man's (1883) treatise 

that H. ~1an never published any account on the subject. The first 

published report concerning cultural relics of Great Andamanese is the 

note made a century ago by W. Theobald (1862). The aforesaid relics, 

comprising son1e chert implen1ents, were collected by J. C. Haughton. 

Theobald in his note states, 

' .......... the most finished of which chips seem merely intended 

to be used with fingers in dividing fish or flesh. The round stone 

is also used for much the same purpose as the stone hammer from 

Powari (Bundelkund). l'he four chips marked with cross may have 

very well been intended for tipping arrows, to be used only against 

fish, but none of them would have been very effective against Anda

man pig or indeed any land animal. As, however, the Andamanese 

depend on fish, which they shoot with arrow for their food, Major 

Haughton is probably correct in regarding many of these chips as 

arrowheads which are usually found accompanying celts' (Theo

bald, 1862 : 362). 

A fe\v years late·r, in 1879, was reported another discovery of a 

kitchen-midden mound, near the penal settlement at Port Blair, thut 

proved significant for viewing the past culture of the Great Andamanese. 

Fr. Ad. de Roepstroff, the discoverer, brought it to the. notice of F. 

Stoliczka. Stoliczkn, (1870), realising at once the significance of the finds, 

conducted the first scientific survey of the shell mound and empha

sised that the mounds, or the tniddens, of Port Blair were exactly the 

same in nature if comparison he made \vith the kitchen-middens neat 

Copenhagen or any other place in Denmark. Thereafter, L. Lapicqu<' 

(1894a, 1894h, 1894c) initiated investigations into one kitchen-midden at 

Bamboo Flat, near Port Blair, and recorded his observations regarding 

the formation and content of the midden. He obsetved, ' ......... the 

middens, no doubt, belonged to the actual indigenous population of the 

Andaman Islands' (Lapicque, 1894b : 361). 

During subsequent years, Man (1883), :rvfuric \ 7• Portman (1899), T. 

H. Holland (1904), A. R. Radcliffe-Brown (1948), and qthers referred 

frequently to the occurrences of kitchen-midden deposits in the islands. 

In 1952, B. K. Chatterjee of the Anthropological Survey of India also 

conducted an excavation and collected some n1aterial from a kitchen

midden site located at Beehive Island in Middle Andaman (Dutta, 1959). 
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'fhe first purposeful study of the phenomena of the middens was under
taken during 19.52-5;3 by Lidio Cipriani (1955), again, on behalf of the 
same Survey. 

Stoliczka's midden site at I-Iope Town in South Andaman was 
round in shape having a diameter of 60 feet with a height of about 12 
feet. The mound contained mollusc shells, bones of pig, fragments of 
pottery and numerous stones of different size and shape along with 
some other artefacts like rude hatches, knives and a typical aiTowhead. 
lie also collected a trapezoid celt made of sandstone, referred to as be
longing to ~he Neolithic period (Stoliczka, 1870). The kitchen-1nidden 
at Bamboo Flat, near Port Blair, excavated by Lapicque, was round in 
vlan; it was about 50 metres in circumference at the base and 4. metres 
in height. Lapicque inforn1ed that the n1iddens were forn1ed . by the 
~tccun1ulation of shells, \Vild boar bones, a large number of potte1y, 
grinding stones, sharpening stones, baking stones, arrowheads, flint 
points, glass splinters, etc. He also noticed the existence of huts under 
large common reo£ upon the debris (Lapkque, 1894b : 367). In con
clusion, he (p. 371) remarked that the stone industry of the Andamans 
\Vas very rudimentary, and it was never developed. 

Cipriani (1955 : 1xviii) iHferred that these accu1nulations showed 
almost the same appearance as those formed by the primitive popula· 
tions in other countries, including Europe and Africa. His investiga
tions revealed that the mounds were of fairly regular geon1etric shap~ 
having 90 per cent of shells, nearly all bivalves. He concluded that the 
Negritos did not possess pottery \vhen they arrived iu the Andamans. 

l. 

1 he ancient pottery \vas prepared by coiling. The Great Andamanese 
buried their dead at the kitchen-n1idden sites. The Andan1anese pig 
appeared later than the introduction of pottery. Arrow f.iQints m~9e · o£ 

4 f . 

bones and shells were common, but those of stones wi~re i10t t~nntl.. 

Obsidian and several hard stones were chipped into tiny artefacts ·~~for 
shaving and for ornamental purposes. In Cipriani's (p. lxx-lxxi) opi
tnon, the size of the middens, changes in sea level during their forma
tion, contemporary changes in the species of shells, and in the frequency 
of occurrence, all point to a long period of life of the middens· (:eft&inly 
to be counted by millenniums. 

From the foregoing account, it follows, therefore, then that despite 

the earlier studies of Theobald, Stoliczka, Cipriani, and others, the past 

culture in fhe Anda1nan Islands is largely unknown. None had either 

attempted much to understand the phenomena of the kitchen-middens, 
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or carried out any systematic, scientific excavations for yielding the 
material relics of the past. The corollary is that useful observations, re
garded busic for inferring outlines of cultural history of the Great 
Andamanese, are lacking. In short, neither the essential palaeoanthropo
logical contribution basically Heeded for the purpose is fully available, 
nor we do have any \Vritten history-as already noted earlier-that 
would have other\visc helped us in understanding the events of past 
culture and the people responsible for it. 

PRESENT INVESTIGATION 

The kitchen-midden ·mounds scattered in abundance all over the 
Andaman Islands, more on the coast line, are. the only authentic sources, 
\Vhich, no doubt, can be exploited profitably for reconstruction of past 
of the Andaman Islanders. And here alone one can find a wealth of 
information left by the islanders about themselves and about their way 
of life, especially their material artefacts. Unfortunately, many such de
posits have been disturbed and plundered badly by the recent settlers 
for extracting lime out of shells. In the present section, it is proposed 
to summarise the results of excavation conducted in a shell tnound in 
South Andaman. 

~ -
FlAT BAY 

Fig. 2. Location of the kitchen-midden site at 
Chouldari in South Andaman 
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On the basis of several surface explorations undertaken in some 

areas in South Andan1an, one shell mound at village Chouldari was 

selected for inquiry (Dutta, 1962; 1963 a, 1966). The site falls on 

10°37' 24.5" North and 92°40' 24.5" East. Chouldari is now a refugee 

settlement, situated on the east coast of South Andamari about 20 kms 

west of Port Blair. It lies on the shore of a sheltered bay; called Flat 

Bay, and the distance from seashore to the site is about 800 metres 

west. The deposit is located about 60 m$es westward off the metalled 

road leading to Port Blair (Figure 2). It is at the foot of a natural ele

vation of 80 feet height which was formed by a dyke of intrusive ser

pentine. On the top of i~ there was a primary school. A narrow course 

oi water, rather a rain gulley, was there adjoining the southern border 

of the site, the bed of which was dry at the time of excavation. 

Vertical digging, down to the natural soil, was resorted to for ex

cavating a restricted area in depth, represented by the cutting CHD 1. 
The· technique of digging was adopted after Wheeler (1947). The cutt

iug was laid out transversely on southern slope of ·the mound, beginning 

ahnost from near about its midpoint towards the southern periphery. It 
\\'as laid i~ nQifth-south direction. The area of trench measured 24 feet 

in length and 7 feet in breadth. The digging was undertaken in two 

phases. The area denoted 0-IV was excavated first, and then the area 

IV-VIII.'vas taken up. 

The midden was oval in outline on plan, tl~ longitudinal and traus

verse axes being 76 feet by 60 feet respectively. The. height of the 

tnound was 11 feet 6 inches. In the cutting, successive shell layers were 

identified, establishing a number of arbitrary sequences following the 

variation in colour and texture of shell layers. Altogether eleven layers 

in succession were exposed us illustrated in Figure 3. Actually ten lay

t:rs could be related to inhabitational0 deposit, and the remaining one 

to sterile. This sterile layer, labelled 6, de~noostrated a definite break 

of c:onsiderable time indicating ,the desertion of ~~te. for certain period 

in past history of the mound between the upper and lower continued 

pccupancy. Variation in inhahitational debris within Hnd between lay
'crs was virtually negligible, and the ·formation of mound had the pt·r

sistence of smne materials throughout. The digging brought to light 
hvo n1ain settlements, one above ~t.he other, while rest \vas real . debris 

formed when the site was used for habitation. 

•The term is used here to denote the deposit that pertained to erstwhile buman 

habitation. 
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Digging yielded a great quantity of tnollusc shells, frag1nents of 

pottery and anhnal hone rernains, but very few and poor artefacts made 

of hone, shell, and stone. 'I'his meagre yielded of material objects tnay 

be O\ving to our handling \Vith a single cutting of a very lin1itcd area 

and, secondly, the tctnporary nature of settlement in this camping site. 

Shells 

The recovered mollusca sht:'lls belong to Gastropoda and 'Bivalvia 

Class, the species of the former being by far less numerically represented 

than that of latter. The com1non species were identified as':·. Murex 
t;dustus, T·rochus Niloticus, Pteroceras chirag1'a, Nerfta albicilla,. ··Turbo 
Grt-iculatus, etc; and atnong the Lamellibranchia, the species represented 

'Nere Area scapha, Area fasciata, Area granosa and Cyrena shells. Cyclo-
1.lhorus folia.ceus and Spiraxis haughtoni were extremely common out of 

land shells. Of course, 90 per cent of the accumulation was composed of 
1\rca and Cyrena varieties. Examination revealed that all these spechnens 

are similar in 1norphological features with the shells that are occurring 

at present in the islands. Calcified shells \Vcre also found to occur in 

some layers, especially at the bottom layer, numbered 11. Patches of 

charred and calcined she1ls were exposed in certain layers, notably 

layers 3, 5, 9 and 10. 

Pottery 

Fragments of pottery fro1n the 1najor and important contribution to 

the midden. The craft tradition was examined and analysed fron1 n 
JJrge number of pottery fragments. 

The body clay, possibly obtained locally, is of course gritty in 
nature. The clay was not well levigated, and sand mjght have been used 

in clay. 1nixture as tempering material. 

The pots \Vere prepared by coil-building technique. They \VC'l'(' 

hand-made and formed simply by coiling strips of clay paste one above 

the other. Fragments exhibit very imperfect nloulding lea.ving tnarks 

of crude crafbnat1ship. There is no evidence that the people of this site 

ever used any \\'heel for forming pottery. The forn1 and size of pots 

are difficult to 'estimate because only much fragmented pot<iherds could 

be recovered. However, the curvature and mould of majority of sherds 

suggest that pots were medium in size and conoidbased. Some frag

ments also indicate vaseform pots with rounded hasC', Average .thickness 

of sherds is annroximatelv 6 mTn. 
"' 
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No sherd was fou11d bearing the application of burnish, slip or 

tu·essing. Only the surface of pots was made stnooth, especially ~tlong 

the joints of coiling. This had probably been achieved by using shell 

spatula or Area shells as revealed fron1 parallel 1narkings on the body. 

Son1e designs or decorations, such as simple incised linear and cross 

n1arks, are noted in a small percentage of sherds. These designs, illus

trated in Figure 4, were probably iinprinted alld executed by the help 

of .l\rca shells. 

Fig. 4. Showing designs of potsherds 

Evidence suggests that pots were not well fired in tnost cases, hut 

they were half baked. No structure of any fireplace could be detected 
in the cutting, however. The colour of shcrds is either. reddish or black. 

t\nimal Bone Rem~1ins 

~tingled with shells and potsherds, there occurred a great number 

of animal hones in all layers, excepting the sterile one. The bones arc 
rnostly split and fraotured long hones, including some broken ]o,ver 

jaw pieces. ~lost remains belonged to Andaman pig, the Sus anda1nan
en.sis. Besides, some bones of fish, broken pincers of crab and shells of 

tnrtle were also recovered. In C€rtain layers, small quantity of charred 

bones wns found deposited, 
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1-Iunutn Rone Re111airu't· 

()ulv a h·\\' fraun1entan houes \vere recovered. Thcs(' cmne frorn • :""1 .. 

l.lycrs 2. :1 :111d fr01n the 1narginal dlllnp area. 'l'hf'y con1prise a portio11 

ol distal encl of left hutnerns, a portion of ilinn1, a fragrnellt of th" he~1d 
ul ulna and smnc 1nore disintegrated lots. 1-lo\vever, uo evid('llCC of 

oliiV hun1a11 h11rial COUld he delt'<:ted at the site, 

Bone Artefacts 

\Vorkecl bo1ws dis<.:overed {rotn the digging are very fe\V. Th(•y 

\Ver<' n1ostly n1anufaetnrecl frona split aniJnal hones helon~ing to pig. 

There are s;nnc houe points (Figure 5, b). These points are nan·o,vcr and 

a 

em 
3 

2 

1 

0 

b 
Fig. 5. (.:\I One f~nished spearhea<i 

tb) Bone point 

longer and snggesl that they rnight have bf'Cll used as ,trro\vhend for 

tnnting fish, Also anotht'l" variety of points is available, ouc rnd of ,vh1ch 
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was rnade pointed \vhile the other end was given a fonn of a large facet 

hy grinding. 1lds type of poiuts, varyiug in length frotn 3.4 c1n to 4.5 

( n1, n1ight h~t\'c served the purpose of barbs, eHher for an·ow or for 

harpomt. An1on~ the hone artefaclc;, there is a fine speci1nen of a finished 
spearltead. This specin1en possibly represents a bone point of ~ludak 

type described by ~lcCarthy (19-40). The cross-section is flattened 

oval, and the 'leng~h of th~s spearhead is 7.fi cn1 (Figure 5, a). 
···n ,, . 

Shell Artefacts 
\. : 'i . 

Artefnots tnade of sl1ells are quite peculiar and distinctive of all. 

lhcy sho\v ho\v the ancient islanders tnade a judicious selection of a 

particular p'ut of a shell for use as implement. ~lention may be 1nade 
of the central spiral axis of (;astropod shells, the columella, \vhich had 

.been given a form of spatula by grinding (Figure 6). The imple-ment might 

Fig 6. A shell spatula 

hr.ve been used for shaping pottery. Again frorn th~ outer portion nf 

Gastropod shelL sc·rnpcr \Vas prr.pnred h~' grinding. Thr. \\'Orkin~ edgr· 
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r~J tht· lqoJ is ,·en· sharp. broad a11d sotnc,vhat cou\·cx. The itnpleiiH.'Ill 

•s lJca,·y and su.!!gt>sl l hat i"l \Vas used for scrapi11g, espe-cially I he h:'tnler 
ll•alt'ri:lls {Figure 7). 

c ll\ 
3 

.. - c:. 

, 

0 

SI vue: . \t f e foci.\· 

1"1~. 'i. A ~;era per •aade cf shell 

It appeurs that H gteat variety of stone artefa<.:ts ''"as als~, t•Jnploycd 
as son1e kiud of ron ~h iustn unents or to sen·<.· l he purpose of ~rindiug, 

ha1 i11neri11g aud of q ucru-stone. The Jast umned ~peein1eu is illustrated 

in Figtll'P 8. rfhcre are also sorne thin hut l'OHllll ~)f n\·al polished ston('~ 

---r-··---....-- -- .. 
,... 1 1 l 

[:·1· g· ._, 
e :_;I i\ stone ~~u£:n 1 
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whid1 111i1!ht have been used as <.:ookiu<r stones. h1 son1c iustwK~es, ho\V-
~ 0 

ever, certain stone pieces indicate that they \vcrc used iJJ sotne way or 

ether, heca11se the fractur('s nn .tlleir surfaces cannot be attributed to a 

mere weathering off. Also a fe\v adzes made of sandstone were re

t:ovcred. ;\largins of tht:Jn are parallel-sided or slightly converging to

\vards the \Vorkin~ end, cross-section being rect~1ngular (Figure 9). Cutt-

0 

fig. 9. Stone adzes 

1ug l'Uge of adzes, \vhich is sonlC\vh.,t 
\'Crse and hroad, hears '\Vorki1ag signs. 

faces are: polished. 

Iron ()lJjecf.{j and Chai'C'oal 

poi utcd or in. sotnc· ·<.:ascs trans

Both the dorsal au<l vcutral sur-

l"hree hadly rusted pkces of inm \V<'T<' yid<.led fro1n l.lyers ;), 11 and 

fronl llH· dtnnp area. T1tey \Ve,ight 12 gn1, :32 gm ancl .2 .. 3 gn1 ~ t\vo of 

t hcn1 are reetangu lar in shape. 1·he pieces appear to he portions of 

son1e objects \Vhidl could. not be identified. 

Bits of charcoal ot·currc~d in al least seven layers. But the sparsely 

available bits cJ t:harcoal clo not indicate the existe11ce of reg11lar hearths. 
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Flourine Content Analysis 

The progressive fixation of flourine by bones ernbeddet.l in a deposit 
g1ves us an objective criterion of relative age. But it has been seen 

th~t this n1ethod of dating is not applicable in region where flourine is 
ex<.-essively abundant, or in regions qf n·opical weatheriug where pro

found mineralisation can occur rapidly and in a haphazard way (Oakley, 
1951 : 44). 

Three animal bone sa1nples of Sus andarnanensis, recovered froru 

three different shell layers of the cutting CI-ID 1, were· chemically ana

lysed in order to estimate flourine content of the samples. The results 

c.btained are set out in Table 2. 

Table 2. Clte1nical analysis of auimal bone sa1nples from CHD 1 

Sample 

1 
2 

Layer 

3 
1 

F 

0.15% 
0.15% 

p. o. 
43.75% 
43.75% 

100 F/P,O. 

0.32 
0.32 

The third sample colle.cled. from layer 11 showed no fluorine ; it 
tried out to be mostly CaCO:.. The results do not thus indicate any be
tween-sample variation hi flourine fixation by bones occurring frotn twu 

diHerent )ayers. They really suggest nothing· when considered in isola
tion. Unless adequate s~ries of samples from different adjacent deposits 
are subject to this test, their relative antiquity and dating can
not be indicated. It can be said with <..-ertainty that the e,xamined sam

ples possess a very low flourine content -suggesting more recent occurr

ence. It would be of interest to compare the average result of flourine· 

fixation, obtained by A. Carnot (cf. Oakley, 1951 : 44) by analysing a 

number of fossil bones recovered from various localities belonging to the 

Recent geological horizon, which is < 0:3. 

In this context, it may be recalled that the· midden with which we 

are now concen1ed, yielded three rusted iron pieces. And the history 
ol using iron, procured from ship-wrecks, by the aboriginal inhabitants 

of the Andaman Islands could be traced back to 1771 from John Ritchie·s 

account (cf. Porbnan, 1899 [ ll : 99-102). 

THE Lrnnc lNDusrnY 

The lithic industry about which we are concerned presently was the 

out<.--6me of an excavation in a kitchen-midden tnound located at Beel1ive 

Island. TI1e island lies behveen 12°24' and 12~26' North and between _ 
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92°55' and 92°56' East and is situated so1ne 4.8 km off. the western ~'Oast of 

Long Island in Middle Andmnan (see Figure 1). Although the lithic collec

tion accounted below renders rather a lin1ited s<.:ope, for the yield being 

frotn a single site, the importance lies in the fact _that this gives us a basic 

and first-hand knowledge about the prehistory of the Andaman Negritos. 

It mny be tnentioned that the occurrence of pigtny tools 1s cotn
pletely lacking so far in other excavated tniddens which \Ve know of. 

Brief technical analysis of the collection has already been giveu else

\Vhere (Dutta, 196:3b. 19o3c, 1964). It n1ust be 11oted that this 1nidden 

was, as usual, characterised by the accutnulatiou of great mass of shells 

intennixed with potsherds and bones of the Andaman pig. The charac

ter of this shell 1nound was different from that of the naidden described 

earlier because it yielded pigmy stone artefacts. The midden also con-

~ tained human butial. Although one case of intern1ent could be detectcc 
iu the tnound, it is unfortunate that the bones were not exfltnn"(id for 
study. 

The stone artefacts (Figure 10) were fabricated out of some fonn ol 
ctypto-crystalline silica. The state of pr-eservatio1i of artefacts is fresh 

und without any sign of weathering. The entire collection, althot.igh 

small, is divided into broad categories of flake. core and finished tool, as 

shown in Table :3. The latter represents nearly :3:3 per cent of the totat 
\vhile the by-product cotnprising fluke and core is 67 per cent. The 

composition of the collection i:tself reflects hvo significant points~ One 
i~ that the rc1tio of otTnn·er1<·e of finish<»d tool to hy-produet c.:on1es 
roughly to l : 2 \\'hich ·favours the vie'v tha.t the site was possibly a fac

tory site. On the basis of this, it could be suggested tha.t the Great 

Andamanese had set up here a sort of workshop for. manufacturing stoi1e 

implements. Secondly, the present·e of flakes in such au abundance is 

aione indicative of the basic t~haractcr and nature of the industry. 

Table 3. The Beehive lithic collection 

C4tegory 

Flake 
Core 
Finished tool 

TYPOLOGY Al\'D DESCRIPTION 

No. 

161 
5 

81 

Per cen1 

65.04 
2.03 

32.93 

In classifying the too], a purely descriptive system has been adopted 

(Rouse, 1960) T:he collection is first <:lassified into tnajor tool classes, . 
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generally on the basis of function. The range of major classes that goes 
to constitute the industry included blade, point, scraper, trapeze and 
trapezoid, and the utilised flake. Wherever possible, these classes are 
further broken do,vn into subclasses. The flake· category comprises 
both the utilised and unutilised groups. Of them, 19 per cent can be 

consider~ as utilised flake ~lnd the remaining B1 ~r cent as unutilised 
ones. The latter, however, consists of flakes mostly of waste material. 

Among the cores, two are found to be double-platfonned, while one is 

an irregular core. 

Table 4. Classification of tool ty11es 

Clasa No. Per cent 

Blade 24 20.86 
Point 16 13.91 
Scraper 19 16.54 
Chopper 1 0.86 
Trapa~ & trapezoid 12 10.43 
Perforator 7 6.08 
Core 5 4.34 
Utilaed flake 31 26.95 

The artefacts, mostly made on flakes, may be typologically analysed 
as shown fn Table 4. It appears that the occurrence of blades among 
the finished artefacts is nearly 21 per cent, while scrapers (16%), points 

(14~) and trapeze and trapezoids (1CY1) c.-orne next in gradual descending 
order; when, however, the utilised flakes are considet"ed as a class they 
register nearly 27 per .cent occurrence, topping the tool classes in the 
Beehive collection. It may thus be realised that these major classes con
tributed considerably to constitute the collection we are dealing with~ 

Among the finished tools the blade; class, however, tops the list. All 

these artefacts have their dorsal surface worked up, \vhile ventral sur
face is usually the main flake surface, the bulb of percussion being chipp. 
ed off occasionally. Free flaking was the general nonn, but in some 
controlled and pressure methods as well as perhaps steep retouches are 
seen to have been employed for finishing. Further subclasses of· blade, 
point, and scraper are shown in Table· 5: Some of the typical specimens 
are illustrated in Figure 10. 

BLADE 

The specimens of this class have longitudinal flake scars on their 
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dorsal surl'aces. Ventral surfaces are un\vorked because they are the 

mainflake surfaces. Secondary retoucl1es are absent, excepting in few. 

On the basis of technique of manufacture and the disposition of work

ing edge, the specimens classed as blade may be subclassed as follows : 

Parallel-sided rectangular blade, pen-knife. blade, concave blade, blunted 
hack blade and bladelet. 

Parallel-sided Rectangular Blade (Fig. 10 : Nos. 8, 11, 17, 22) 

TI1e blades under this subclass have more or less parallel edges nnd . 
a1·e roughly rectangular in form. Length of such blades varies from 

18 mm to 50 mm. Each shows a pronounced dorsal midrib. Of them, two 

Tabk .5. Subclassif icution of blade, point, and scraper 

Subclass No. Percent 
Blode 

Parallel-sided ractangular bl•de IS 62.50 
Pen-knife blade 4 16.67 
Concave blade 2 8.33 
Blunted back blade 1 4.17 
Bladelet 2 8.33 

Point 

Simple point 8 so.oo 
Asymmetrical point 6 37.50 
Bifacial point 2 12.50 

Scraper 

Disc scraper 1 5.26 
Side scraper 8 42.11 
Concave scraper 8 42.11 
End scraper 2 10.52 

exhibit double ridges. · The striking platform is unprepared and forms 

an angle over 90° \Vith the mainflake surface. 

Pen-knife Blade (Fig. 10 : Nos. 14; · 18) 

The blades have a convenient margin, opposite: to the \Vorking edge, 
where n finger can rest for effecting pressure during operation. The 

length of the specimens varies from 20 mm to 52 m·m. 
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Concave Blade (Fig. 10 :· Nos. 2, 9) 

This seems to be a varient of the parallel-sided rectangular blade. 
The blades have one concave margin. 

Blunted Back Blade (Fig. 10 : No. 3) 

Only one specimen could be found 111 the collection. The blade is 
6ne and shows a developed technique. Working edge is sharp, but the 
opposite side was made blunted by taking out minute flake scars. The 
blunt edge is curved and ends in a lateral point. The length of the 
specimen is 18 mm. 

Bllldelet 

The specimens are small and roughly triangul~r in form. Steep 
retouches are present 1n some. 

PoiNT 

Points are represented third in the order .of occunence. The speci. 
mens are generally triangular in shape. Three subclasses could be re

cognised ns follows : simple point, nsymmetrical point, and b1facial 
point. 

Simple Point (Fig. 10 : Nos. 1, 13) 

The specimens are n1ore or Jess symmetrical. They hnve been de

noted as- simple points in the sense that they are unifacial having un
facetted striking platform.. In some, however, the dorsal surface sho\vs 
pronounced midrib which is found to have been truncated in others. 

Ventral surface of the tools is the unworked mainflake surface which 

sometimes possesses a p~o~inent bulb of percussion. The artefacts are 
crude without any sign 'o.f secondary working. One of them su~
gests a ·small tang at the butt-end. 

Asym1netrical Point (Fig. 10 : Nos. 4, 12, 115) 

The specim~s of this group m-ay be coR~idered as· ·a. variant of the 
fonner type of points. They differ only being. as}rmmetricnl in form. 

Bifacial Point· 

Only two findings 1epresent this subclass. The form of the speci

mens is triangular having b~th ... the surfnces worked up·. B11tt-end pos

sesses no trace of any mi~~k platform, 
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Scrapers have the second highest representation 1n the collection. 
According to the disposition of \vorking edge, they may be divided as 
d1sc scraper, side scraper, concave scraper, and end scraper. 

Disc Scraper 

It is represented by a solitary spechnen, not a very typical one. It 

seems to offer an all-round scn1ping edge. 'I.he flake scars of dorsal sur

face intersect with the flake scars of ventral surface to produce the 
working edge. The specimen shows crudity ju technique. 

Side Scraper (Fig. 10 : Nos. 6, 7) 

One of the sides of the tools possesses working edge. This· has beeu 
brought out by intersection of primary flake scars of J.orsal surface with 
the ventral mainflake surface. 

Coucave or Hollou) Scraper (Fig. 10 : Nos. 19, 20) 

The working edge of the specimens is concave or hollow. A large 

prin1ary flake scar is lakeu off from the dorsal surface which was n1ade 
to tneet with the ventral surface so as to form a concave working edge. 

Eud Scraper (Fig. 10 : Nos. 10, 21) 

There at·e hvo specimens of this subclass. Both of then1 show steep 
retouched cuttin~ edges at the distal e1 1cl. The cutting edge ·is t.'Onvex 

in outlin-e. Dorsal surface ·has primary flake scars. 

CHOl'P£H 

A beautiful s1nall chopper, or chopping tool, was ·recovered. The 
middle portion of the dorsal surface shows cortexy, while the periphery, 
excepting the butt-end portion, exhibits small primary flake scars. 

These ·upper flake scars intersect with the alten1at~ ·flake scars of under 
surface to produce a .jagged bult sharp working edge· (Fig. 10 : No. 16). 

Trapeze and· Trapezoid 

The specimens are made on flakes. Tlleir dorsal surface shO\\'S 
transverse flake scars. The ventral surf~1ce is_ the mainflakc surface: 

\vhich often has retained the bulb of percussion. The working edge. of 



each of them is lrausv~rscly situated. This is brought out by intersecting 

a transverse flake scar of dorsal surface with the ventral n1ainflakc sur

face. It appears, ho\vcvcr, that all of thern nHlY not have been fabri
cated intentionallv . ., 

FEHFOH.\TOR 

The perforators are sn1c.1ll touls, generally n1ade on flakes. 1·ht'y have 

sharp and projecti11g perforating points. The points have been achieved 
by sharp retouching. 

UTIUS.l!.l> FLAKE 

'fhe flakes dassified under this sulx:lass show si.gus of use, though 

these have not been \Vorked up properly to produce anything of the 

kind of finished artefacts. Utilised flakes coustitute nearly 27 per cent 

of the collection. 

lNUUSTRY DESIGNATION 

On tlu~ basis of typology and technique of n1auufacture involved, as 

described in the prcteding paragraphs, it c.:au be said that the stoue tools 

recovered from the kitchen-midden site at Beehive Island jn ~·1idulc 

AndamHn truly represent a recent flake and blade industry attesting the 

Hiesolithic0 cultural level. It is also apparent that the industry \vas co

nstituted by certain types of tn1e microliths. 

AFFINITY AND DATING OF BEEiuvE ARTEFAcrs 

In an atten1pt to evaluate the affinity) or relationship, uf the Bee

hive lithic culture, it is priinarily necessary. to have- a clear idea. about 

the geographical situation of :the Andaman Islands. The strategic loca

tion of this group of islands in the mid\vaters of Bay of Bengal is cx

tretnely important frotn the point of view .of a possible diffusion of cul

ture frcn1 other lands. The case in point is that the Indian subconti

nent is situated ou one side and the South-East .. Asia on the other. It 

naay be recalled tl1at these hvo major areas had developed two distinct 

and divergent cultures 'vith regard to tl1e manufacture of stone tools 

during earlier phase of the Recent stone cultur~, the n1esolithic (Clark~ 

1961 : 201). 

•The term meao1ithic used here is to denote and indicate the cultural mode of 
life and does not claim any implication of dating. 



Owh1g ·to diversity .of. material techniques, the Andaman aJ1t.efacts 

do. not show auy affini~y \vhatsoever with those represented in India. 
'fhe uevelopn1ent of the. Indian microlithic industries, in general, is 
IJruadly silnilar to type'S. occurred· in North African Caspian, Oranian and 

Sebilliau, East .African \Vilton, and others, to N atufian of Palestine (cf. 
Gordon, .1~50.; Sankalia, 194() ; Subharao, 1958). The features of Recent 
stone industry of .the Andarnans, although lacking in much confinnatory 

details, on the \vhole, indicate that ·the industry bears a general resem
l1lance in the· sutn total of characters with the flake and blade industries 

that had developed in South-East Asia. . This does not necessarily imply; 

however, that they should be considerec.l coeval in time. It may 'he 
~oted that flake and blade: industry \Vas classically developed in south
\Vestenl Celebes, \Vhich included artefacts, such as, Hakes, blades, knives, 

arrowhe-ads along with uurnerous waste products, and sotne· true micro
liths (Heine.Gelderu, 194.5; Heekeren, 1957). This industry, co1nmonly 

called Toalean after the existing Toale aborigina1s of Celebes, has regist
ered a spatial distribution over South-East .Asia; 

The S\viss naturalist eousins Fritz and Paul Sarasin (1905a, 1905b) 
Jiscuvered a blade industry of a serni-tnici·olithic and microlitbic charac

ter around Lamontjong in south-western· Celebes. The industry f<,und 
there (...'Onsists of blades, knives, scrapers, points, barbed arrowheads, 

and nutncrous waste products. On .the basis of mammalian remains 

from the said site, the Sarasins dated tl1e industry us post-Glacial (Paid 
and Fritz Sarasin, 1908). This industry \Vas found to have n1atured in 
south-west Celebes Hnd spread over variously in its pure state or in its 
ramifications to different regions including Indonesia. This cultural tra

dition has been identified \V~th the hunting peoples of Negrito sto<:k 

(Clark, 1961 : 203). 

Another 1~oalean site at L~ang To1natua Katjitjang, \Vhich also 

yielded .flakes, blades, barbed arrowheads~ ·bone points with serrated 

edges, boue spatula and bone spearhead't was excavated by P. V. van 

Stein Callenfels (1938). This site has been dated by Callenfels bet\veen 

SOO and 100 BC. Another site at Ara in south-\vest Celebes has been 

considered as one of the latest Toalean sites, and H. R. van . Heekeren 

(1937 : S.'3) believes that its dating is · ...... \veH np into historical tin1es'. 

~fhe Toalean culture nHlterials have been found in Jnore than 19 differ

E-nt caves, and Heekereu (1957 : 95) observes 'that the people respon

sible for the gro\vth of this culture lived lnainly on edible fresh-\vater 

Jnolluscs as well as on hunting sn1all games, fishing and gathering edible 
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\Vild plants. The associated fauua of this industry belonged to geologi

cally Receul date (Hooijer, 1950). Graha1n Clark (1961 : 203) states, 

.. , . . . there scen1s little Joubt that culturally they represent a drift 

south fro1n the general area extending from }.rfanchuria to Japan'. 

This industry has also been discovered at Sumatra, Java, Bonaeu, 

Lesser Sunua Islands and \Vesl Flores (Bandi, 1951 ; Heekeren, 1935 ; 

I loop, 1940; Koenigswald, 19:35; Sarasin, :F, 1936; \lerhocven, 1952; 

Zwierzycki, 1926). Ilo\\'ever, the site at Tanjong Hunga at the tip of 

~lalay yielded so far the only ~falaya11 artefacts \Vhich could possibly 

be recognised as representing flake and blade industry (T\veedie, 1953). 

With a vie\v to haviug a better understanding of spatial distribution of 

this n1esolithic flake culture in South-East .Asia, Figure 11 \Vould appear 

q11ite useful. 

• 

~ 

• ~ . ,, . , (" 

Fig. 11. D~stribution of meso lithic flake culture in South-East-Asia 

It must he noted further that there is no evidence of the Hoabin

hian element being associated \\'ilh Andarnan shell middens. .Although 

this is a native culture of Indo-China and ~vfalay, it is found to have co

existed with flake and blade industry else\vhere (Heekeren, 1957 : 07). 
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The· coastal Iniddens associated with a late industrial stage of Hoabin

lnan culture along \Vith potsherds were discovered ~n Province \Vcllesley 

of ~lalay (Earl, 1863 ; Stein Callenfels, 1935, 1936; Gonnan, 1971). !\1. 
\V. F. T\veedie (19.~5 : 5) believes that this industry is the only re1nnant 

of n1csolithic culture, \Vhieh ,v,ls dcvclope<.l in lvlalay ·......... fro1n so111e 
tJmc after 10,000 years ago until about .:J,OOO years ago·. 

C>n the hasis of lcol classes available fro1n the Andau1an Islands, 1t 

Jnay be suggested that the flake and blade iuduslry of Beehive Islaud in 

~-Hddle .. \ndaman is broadly sin1ilar in character to the so-called Toa

lean n\esolithic flake culture. But it should be noted, ho,vever, that the 

stone flakes or bone points \vith serrated edges, identified as an element 

of Toalean industry, are ('Onspicnonsly lacking in Beehive collection. rfhe 

most important of all, in this context, is of eonrse the occurrence of pot

sherds in direct association 'vith the flakes in Beehive kitc·hen-midden, 

\Vhich tnnst one considrr. 

While considerilag. the problen1 of dating the artefacts, one conle·s 

across the primary lacunae which is that there js no stratigraphical evicl

enee for ascribing any date of the kitchen-n1idden culture of the Anda

Jnan Islands. Ho\vever, one \vay of dating lies in the application of the 

indirect n1cthod, the relative procedure. This procedure, \\'hile taking 

due cognisance of the spatial distribution and developmer1ts of diff<~rent 

kitchen-tniddens in the Andamans, should involve in comparing the 

material equipments of the ·middens \Vith those of South-East Asia. It 
l1as been pointed out earlier that the faunal evidence o~ different Toalean 

sites of South-East Asia generally suggests a post-Glacial date for the 

flake aud blade industry. It has also been noted that the anterior . date 

limit of this industry is assumed to have correspHnded to a date bracket 

of 300-100 BC. 

The faunal evidence available from the Andaman shell mounds 

demonstrates the exist(~nce of animal life which are still sulViving in the 

islands. This . evidence, therefore, indicates a Recent date geologically 

for the middens. Furthermore, if the typology of the tool that consti

tuted the· lithic industry of Beehive Island is considered as face value 

and compared \Vith that identified jn the neighbourin-g regions of Sout11-

East Asia, it leads us to infer that there was absolutely no chance for 

the litchen-middcn culture or rather the bearers of this culture being 

existed in the .-\ndnman Islands earlier than a~ least 300 BC. Again, the 

nle5olithic flake culture of the Andamans is directly associated with one 

of vital traditions, the l)(?tter... It should be recalled that the nottcrv 
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could only be found present in \he Upper Toalean layer in Iudonesia. 

The origin of pottery there scetns i.atc chronologically. Therefore, con

~idering tl1e relativity and also allowing dne titne concession for its 

spread and drjft, the mesolithic culture 1night, it seetns close an aiJproxi

n1ation, have possibly arrived in the Andatnan Islands son1etilnes .around 

the beginning of the Christiau era. This proposition, however,. sounds 

\Vell under the concept of relative dating Inethodology, still there Js 

scope to n1ake it n1orc authenti~ by dating the kitchen-midden confents 

of various sites using n1ethods of absolute dating. 

ETHNOGRAPHIC DATA 

According to our n1odel of ethnological analogy, the study demands 

that \Ve should bear in mind an exact in1age of the living so~iet~ of the 

Great Andan1an Negritos. Because, as appr~1ised of earlier, it \Vill help 

us in reframing the past way of life of the Great Andam~pese by pro

jecting the discovered archaeological evidence against this living ethno

graphic background~ Therefore, even at the risk of repetition, this sec

t1on abstracts the salient features concentratiug on settlement pattern, 

technology, econon1y, and soc:ial structure of the ~reat Andamanese as 

they were in existence during the latter half of the last century. The 

information has tJeen drawn fron1, an1ong others, ~,fan (1883) and 

Radcliffe-Brown (1948). 

SETTLE~fENT PATTERN 

The Great Andamnnese habilation was featured by three kinds of 

chvellings-permanent, te1nporary and hunting can1ps. . Permanent c:nnp 

consisted of either a communal hut or a careful built-in-village, and was 

recognised as the headquarters of local groups. The co.mmunal huts 

\Vere usually circular beehive shaptd with an approximate diameter of 

60 feet~ the height of hut varied frotn 20 to 30 feet at the centre. It 

consisted of flxing up of two rov.ts of posts of two different lengths in 

two concentric circles; taller posts were planted n-:ar the centre form

ing one concentric circle and shorter ones \Vere put around the periphery 

of a hut. Both the circles were then connected by a number of s]antinu 
~ 

roof-timbers. Finally, the roof was covered by palm leaf mats which in-

variably made their way down to tl1e ground. The village type camping 

places generally consisted of some eight huts built around a central open 

space, or in some cases in two rows, the open space was used for retir-

. i;ng and dancing ; the doors were to\Vards the central open place. Ench 

h~tt Or a part of thC' commnn;t} hut W:l~ ··llSe(l ns th~ residencr. . of (1 



A Great Andamanese man 



PLATE 4 

A Great Andamanese woman 
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smgle family. This .type of permanent encampments was the highlight 

of the coast-dwelling folk. 

The temporary camps· were built mainly for use for two or · three 

months. Those were planned in the form of a village just described 

earlier, but the huts here were never prepared diligently. This type ot 
c·amps was a characteristic feature of forest-d\vellers. The hunting camps 

were prepared only for a few days' use, and, therefore, these were 

Hhsolutely temporary in nature. Examples are the thatched 'lean-to' or 

· 'vind-break' shelters. 

STRuCTURE oF SociETY 

They lived in small groups scattered over Great Andaman, mostly 

· in coastal region and some in interior of the forest. They 'vere divided 

into two main divisions--the coast-dwellers and forest-dwellers. These 

divisions were known as 'Ar-yoto' and 'Eremtaga', respectively,. in their 

own language. 

Two main divisions had a number. of local groups which were. re

cognised as the landowning groups. A number of family units, com
prising 40 to .50 individuals, constituted a local group. A family was 

composed of a man, his wife,. and their unmarried children, either own 

or adopted. Each local group used to move within its own recognised 

territory with full freedom of hunting rights over it.. They were semi
nomadic and n1n,·ed about in quest of food \Vithin their own area. The 
coast-dwelling people \Vere, however, more nomadic; they never tised 

to stay. at a particular locality for more than a month or so, but ·went 

on changing camps continuously. Their camps were even of a shorter 

duration in the exigency of death of any member, or if the camp site 

became unsuitable due to decomposition of animal refuse acctimulated 

at the site. 

Frequent shifting of camps was possible for· the coast-dwellers, be~ 

cause they could make use of canoes for transportation. On· the contrary, 

the forest-dwellers had no such means of transport, and for the purpose 

they had to depend on their own physical prowess. 

There was no organised form of government. Affairs of the society 

'"~s controlled nn~ regulated by senior members who had possessed 

certain p~rsonal qualities .. 

TECHNOLOGY 

Bhw .. and arrow were the only ' .. ·Hal implements for hunting and 
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.fishing. They were also the only weapons used in war and chase. Rad-
cliffe-Brown (1948 : 418) aptly defines them as ~ ......... the essentially a 

bow and arrow people'; The bow was made of a hard wood. For hunt
ing in the interior of forest, the bow used was generally of 4 feet in 
length. But a little larger bows were used by the coast-dwellers for 
hunting and shooting fish. 

Two kinds of arrows had been in use : one for shooting fish, and 
the other for hunting prg. The simple form of arrow used by them had 
a blunt wooden head. The shaft was prepared from bamboo (Bambusa 

nana) and the for.eshaft from the wood of Areca. The ordinary flsh 
arrow was the same as above ; but its point was sharpened. Another 
fonn of fish arrow. about 4~ feet long, consisted of an iron wire head 
and barb. ·~ian (1932 : 176) states that in former times tbe head of 
this arrow consisted of a fish bone. Pig arrow \Vas usually about 3~ feet 
in length, the foreshaft of which consisted of a triangular piece of flatt
ened leaf shaped iron fastened to the end of a small stick a bon t 4 inches 
in length. To give shape to the head, stone hammer \Vas used, and 
whetstone was employed for its finishing. At the base- one· or two iron 
barbs used to be fixed to the stick. There had been another form of 
pig arrow having no foreshaft Hke the above. In former times, it is be
lieved that pig arrow was headed with Perna ephippium shell instead 
of iron. The pig arrow was genera1ly provided with a detachable 
head part. 

Next important was the harpoon which was used for hunting dugong, 
turtle, porpoise, and large fish. It was often 18 feet or more in length, 
and consisted of a_ strong barbed iron head fastened to a short piece of 
wood to which a long line was attached .. Here also two iron barbs 
were generally attached by means of thread. It could be operated 
from canoe. They possessed two types of canoe-one the large dug
~ut and the other a small outrigger. Sometimes, they also made use of 
hunting spears. Although there was a kind of pig 5pear, some 6 feet 
in length, a true fish spear \vas unknown. '\Vomen used small nets for 
collecting nsh and prawn. The people used to collect roots by digg-

, ing stick, and fruits were procured by hooked pole. For gathering 
molluscs and for cutting honeycomb from tree they used adze. The 
adze, made of iron, was also used for making canoes, buckets, bows 
and also for digging graves. It•s handle consisted of an elbow shaped 
piece of mangrove wood (Rhizophora conjugata). 

It may be noted in this context that the use of iron happened to 

'".}, . 
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be a new innovation. The use of iron procured from shipwrecks by the 
Great Andamanese could be traced back as early as 1771 from Ritchie's 
account (Portman, 1899 (1) : 99-102). Quartz and glass flakes had been 
in use for shaving, scarifying, and tatooing. Cyrena shells were used 
variously to serve the puwose of kn.ives. 

The people used handn1ade pottery. The· pots were 1nade of clay 
which was locally available. They prepared these by coil building tech
nique. After moulding pots, those were used to be dried in the sun and 
tl1en finally baked in fire. In South Andaman the pots used \vere smaller 
in size and conical based, while those of North Andaman were 
larger with rounded bottom. The people, however, had no kno\vledge 
how to produce fire. The fire, produced long ago, perhaps accidentally, 
was carefully· kept burning ; the people used to carry the fire whenever 
they 1noved. 

EcoNo~tY 

The coastal group had to depe,nd mainly on food obtained from sea 
and less on forest produc,-e. The forest-dwellers exploited mainly the 
jungle produce and, when available, the inland creek resources. The 
coastal group was naturally tnore adapted to fishing hunting of turtle 
and dugong and collecting of molluscs. The forest group, on the con
trary, was more skilled in hunting wild pig, collecting honey, fruit, seed, 
plant and root of edible varieties from the forest. The Great Anda
manese depended for food entirely on the natural products of sea and 
forest. Their diet included dugong, fish, crRb~ crayfish, prawn and mol
luscs of sea, and the meat of wil~ pig,· wild honey and edible plants 
collected from forest. The econ·omy of the aborigines had, therefore, 
been based solely on collecting roots, fruits and honey, fishing in sea or 
in inland creeks, and ·hunting wild animals in the forest. 

THE SITUATION IN 1970s 

As n·oted earlier, the Great Andainanese community now com
prises an amalgam of five tribes, out of ·ten, . and is represented by only 
23 surviving souls (14 males and 9 females). A detailed study of the com
munity undertaken recently by Chakraborty (1976) clearly brings to light 
its p~esent sorry state of condition. Loosing cohesion and integrity, the 
living members of erstwhile different Great Andamanese tribes have 
rnerged together and struggling hard for :their very existence. -In the 

community there are now only seven children (5 bovs and 2 rrirls. below 
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age 1.4) 41lnu three n1~1rricJ \VOlllCil \Vho arc still \vithiu their reproduc-
J 

tivc age. Thf "'eldest 1ne1nber of the con1n1unity is ~t n1alc aged about 

UO years an~...fhe >~oungest a n1ale child aged about 18 n1onths. 
\ 4 

All the uicn1bers of the con1n1unity have been settled by the ,\nda-

niau aucl Nicobar Atltninistratiou in an islet kn0\\7 11 as Strait Island. All 

of then1 have been provided there \Vith tin-roofed \vooden aparhneuts 

\vith ccn1ented floor. And the govenunent is supplying thfn1 \Vith cash 

doles, food. c:l{\·:t-hin:.!S, tnedical facilities and other such iterns of neccssl-, f rJ' ._, 
lies as \Vell. T'hei~rechno-c:on1plex has changed. Although they arc not 

to subsist on their traditional economy, they still prefer to live ou hunt

ing aud collecting. \Vhile rice, wheat, pulse, etc., are in their store, 

they seize in1mediate opportu11ities of hunting turtle, dugong and fish 

(pig being rare there) and also eollecting roots, fruits, aud tubers. _1\t auy 

rate, they cannot no\\· be regarded as 1ncre hunter-gatherers. They 
have, in fact, lost 1nuch of their traditional way of life. 



PLATE 5 

The oldest Great Andamanese man, named Loka, with 
his dogs in Strait Island 



t=-LATE 6 

Great Andamanese with a turtle shell 



PLATE 7 
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PLATE 8 
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HELO~STHlJCTI(J~ ANJ) ll'JJEIUJHETATION 

The chief t'llllCt ·n t ':f ll te pn 'M'Hl study, as tnay he .spell~d uut once 

nl•.nc, is :o rccoustru<.:t ~tud interpret ,vha.t \v~s the {;ulturat milic~1 ~..>£ the 

C~re;Jt ~nda:naue~e-· -l.'tJlll'l'fJJill~ St}C<:ifi~allv lo tcchuolo~"l econo1ny 
._ J 0- , . • ' 

and !-!Ub5istcu(;~-settlcn1cnt pa:tcrn. \Vhilc tryiu~ to "lddr~~sQ tho prab. 
len1 it t•learlv c"itJL•t·s that lht·re wt~~ a!l ::•vpareui l'ulh•~~.:~~.,._,nt-imJuJn 
which persistently n-.ailllLdncd a E1,k hct \\Ten tlH~ past and the pre~ cut 
siluulinus. The n1ain process th~tl h~tvc l1;:H.l becu in cnntiJutou~ op('ril

tioll behind this \V~ls the nrgt~ fer thL· And:unatteS<~ to seck a solutiou 

of cxtslcucc by ttt.lapting tlK i~obtcd, iusular ..-\Jtdanl~~~~ian t·uvirontncnt tu 
the1n~elves. 

l11 unler tu f:Jr·nt.lal"t· .ua \',.(JJ'h..;:b)~ uiitlin~. data relatiug In phy~ical 

tl.lvirotuncnt, ~~:-chacology. and current ethnography .. of the Great J\uc.la
nJaue~e lmve ht.:!eu presculed i:a the p1t'l'C'di11g ehapters. As ahc·;•dy 

uutcd. the study attempts to ~ualyse aud explain archa(ologica1 d,ttn in 
the Hgl1l uf th<: P.x taJLt cult11ra 1 <..tJJJfigunit io11S nf the Creat :\nd~ilnlulCSC. 

And f"or the puq')Qse, the study uses the recent ethnographic infonnaticu 
of tl1c group for the C(mslru<:tiolt of an mwlogica1 rnoclel lo nid in rc. 

coustrneting and interpreting the arc..:hacolo:~ilal data. 

1l 111ay be re~1lise(~ that tlai" altc·mp~ \' nqkl h~tve rctnainecl h~ti!c i11 
the ahseHce of tile prrset•t iJJ\·cstigation \Vbicli )l,,~ en.tblcd ns to hri11g 

fun~;an.l spe<.'ifi<: dul<.L tbL!l \\.T ueed JIJCJSi. RP-c;uJSP. the..•. kitcllen·anicldcn~~ 

ur shell nlounds, as could be rc.tlised. h<tve never been syste:nal icctlly 

excavated Cctrlicr cxcepli11g the ult~utpt~ 1 1f Lidio f:ipriani (1 ff}."'i). It 
ntust he tnade dear, ho\VeYcr. tbat despite the (;Urrcut effort, the quulity 

and quantity of data avuiLthlc. allluJugh effcetive in ,t \Vay tn smne ex· 

tent~ nrP. r·ertainly not su(ficif•nt to \Vork out a con1preheush:e alld c.:ohcr

ent picture of cultu!"al history. ()f cuursl'. tl•i;.; diffienlty of prc~curil!~ 

adet}tt~tle dilta is gP.nP.nllly a t·mnmon f(~.ltnre of this kind of study. It 
rn.1y he noted a1so that a tnajnr 1~art of our l'Vide1•ce relates chiefly to 

tiH~ ·nhttcrial Cl~lture· nf tl:f_' past_ SiJJCP tl,i.;; i~ t ~h.. prodnc~t of a ver~ 

Ltnitcd r;1ngc of hun:an behaviour! it ofFers only :t lin1itcd basis for rc
ctnish·ti<.:tion. t\ohvitlt!jlauJing~ uu1 purpo~t: ,vill be '·.wrvcd, ,t1bc~jt inade-

6 
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qLw.tcly, if the preseut study '"Lu bring in sllarper focus c:ertain in1portaut 
paran1eters l'elatiug to let·lu•olugy aud ~C:(JlWlll}' of the past MJ•.;it.:l y. \:Vhllc: 

JJJ rc~lity~ a !najor part of so(;iety"s adaptalior• is based on its technology, 

itJler<"nces :tbnul ecurHJill)/ nre largely guided by tools, (~(l'iipineuts ,LIId 

faunal ddta \V~lil'h a site eontaius. 

t··rorn the 1natc;rial so htr pre.se11h:~d~ it t·h·arly bears out th .. Lt the 
!. it <.:herr 111 iddc11 ~ites lJr shell 11101 JH<.h ,l~·e of ~)¥~U110Ull~ irnp\.>rl~tUl!C- be. 

cause of be in~ the nl<..ISt r>rn lific: snurC."e of past infnnnation . 

.-\n ~naly!')is of the ~ystc111 of lli.th~lT. \\'ilh·in \vhi<.:h the islaud{'rs ha\'l: 

IJC.t.~ll livillg .as i.lll etrlily, is of prin~t: ilnpuJ l~ur<..e. n<:cat:sc it \\.'c.lS tLt• 

i ·Jt(~rat·lion and t!IHt ·rgcd n~Jatinnshi p heh,·c,, 11 and i.llnong the hlandcr.·· 

\vith dilren·tJl (:utilit.·s of CIJ\·irounlcut-~JJrtLl'C feal~rrc~. t"liiaJatt~~ 11alural 

V(:gelatiou :&lld ~l11 f11JTHS of iife-that dFI.c:nrlit·.P.cJ ;}JJc1 slt;Jped their ll:Lt

tcrn of <.'llltur(·. 'llac chief c.tuscs of Ct:ologic"Jl V~fr;ability 11 t the islands 

.are ~-he tn•pic.:;d c.·lillli.l!it· l'OILdificHI, fl)rc~t aJiU lll'trille iufl~r~nce. 

In thP pn~seut. study, thf're i~ 1H1\Vever nn speci fie t.~videuce a.v clll..thh·. 

nan1ely pollen and palaeocli1natic d..1ta, on the basis of 'vhich past t.·n
vironrnenl i11 lhA ..\ncl:un:11r~ c:onld be rea·ntas~ructed. Tltc ·_p:·.~inter .. 01 

marker. that tH;ty. n1crit utilisation in this regard is th<"' f~lunal c\'idcncc 

a~sociaterl \\·itla the kilchcu-!uidtlell cullttre co1npl~:\. An ;an;i.lysi') nf 

the a\'(i.ilable fauu•J, both I rrrcstria l alld rna ri~lc. sho\v~ 1 bat the f< ~nn:-
of anuu~:l lift-:- \vhjda exist. .. ~d iu pa~t: HSSr_:c..:ja~C?d \Vilh this l·cu11p.lex, ilfP 

uo\V c:nncutly t~xisti:lg "1bu. This irnplic~, 1n gcncr~ll lcnn~~ tlwt pa~l 

L'liranate \'.:a~ 11ul nttla~r di~sinJllar In li1:tt of lhc prt"~etJl da~'· 

()II t}JC h::sis <Jf l'lllTl.'Ut~y u\:aiLJ.l,Je JllCh.:~-,ric.: data, it ll1HV h<· lli

ferrcd that past diu~ate tnust h~~vc been tropical~ (:h"trac t(~riscd hy \vu.nn 

and lnnnid '''fatlJcr. Tht' r.tiny :-.('asou~ as usual 11o\'w'. ill cx.loJni••Hlt·tl by 
hv1 1 rnon~nons t'ach ,·e~1r. ()wing to he.~vy pr~cipitation, :he islands 
rn•1st haYc hce11 Ci)\'t:red by t'X<.t:cdiugly dense tropical ior«.:.~ts of t·)ip 

t'V(~rgret'Jl ;111d th~cil I 1 H 1! IS gn 1\\'tJ-,s. Rut I ht: ju ngl..: \v:as tl~c ··' certaiuh· 

JnnrA clr~nse \•:ith rich stores of edible "tud otlier varieties nf phtJjt-5 a:lU 

hard,vooJs. .\t prc~cut, !,Oll1C portion~ ha,:c bc.::on1c <.:oniparatively t1ri:J 

due lo lhl.' l'·lrar:·.aJr:P. nf forests hy eolonists l'or settle1nr.nts ill;d for ~0111~ 

llH:rc.:ial ll')C of r.:nesl :l·lateri.ll i':S \VeiL Th8 territorial aren for the~ lllO\'(.. 

nu.:ral ~,r tht·'" AtKLnn~lutse has gra.uually shra tBken L'O~}siderahly dt1rin~ 

the ~:oursc· of the ln~t hunJr eel veurs or ~o. -



REOON'S'mOCTtON A~.O tN-tERPR'£'t'Al'JON 

Tl1e wild. pig seerns to have been tile only bigger ~nimal game thut 
I'Oamed in dense forest. It n1ay be llotecl •hat olher than the bulle~ of 

wild pig,. no remains of any larger variety of games could be availahle 
from excavabon. At prP .. seot 7 there are only three larg~ nnnn1nalin, u1u.l 

l•f thctn the pig is the only bigger one in ~ize. The fnre~t prnd11 r~P.s the 
Plajor r.lw fnnd stuff. uarnely roots~ tubt'rs~ fntilsl flo\vers:- sct.xl~. Jnd 
1-loncy. ]'hese :resoua·ces \Vere a[so ~'vailnble .. \Ve n1ay presume, frorn h1ne 

imruemol·i4l.l in lhe islunds. The- sea \-\'US especially in1porla1·lt us it is 

110\\' since it must have provided the· major anim;1l protein reqniren1ent 

rottncl the ~ .. Cell., Tl1o se~t supplied eilible 6:;hes~ shells. crabs aBel turtle. 

Distinclly~ t"hC'rcforc~ the .\ndr~n1a11ian uich<~ provide~d two {:lear ec.-o~ 

lngi~al mmponAols, cornprising (·onsl·al nnd inlnurl. But since the liveli

hood \\'as, for prnctical reason~, more dependable then on scsn resources 
than nn the int~rior forest> tl1~ c()n,hll n1nrithne ecology n1u'il 1-al\'C defi:. 

nitcly p~?nnitted a ~rerttcr cult.ural adlptation thro11gh stahHitv. 
lt cnn be argued thnt cna.~tal 1nuritimc ecology, in particular, h~1d func

tionally '"optimised' the life-situations anrl buntin~-gathering expectancy 
nl lhL~ r:n~nt Alldasl1t"l11P.Se. nrenu~e il (.Ou]d h:l\T re:~sonnLh· '-LSSUn.·l1 ~ • . 
greatc:l' ran~c of marine fanna providin~ n!ter:.1natives ilnd llennitting a 
r(' ln-Hve ('t.lSC iu ~•1bsi~tenl'c. resulting to ~l lm1g-tcrm stubility of the 

Cre3t A1~dnrnanese \VilY of life- th~ \vholP. culture. 1 n tl1en1~ 1hereforc_. 
\\'C flncl a flue cx:.1:nple of ho\\7 t1le \VUY of Hfe of the l1untrr-guth{'rers 
hec.:-nm•· highly adnptin·l nud (·)!')Sely b 1uPd to the local ~nvirnnrnP.nt. 

11u.· remains of tcl.:hr.olugy prt'!H~IV('cl at the Heehive site consist of~ 

n,non~. nthers. a series of lithic pigfny tnols whi('h is tl1e- rnost hnportnnl 

of all. The kitchen-Jnidden cultun~ complex is represented here by a 

fluke nud hJnd<~ industry. T11e raw fnaterinl ns~u is cryplo-crystulline 

silicn. 11tc ratio uf fiulslu~d tools to hy-p-rodnt...tf~ c.:urru.-"S roughly to 1 : 2, 

\vhich immediat~l}' leads us tn ·vie'v Lhat. the site 1ni~h.t have bP.en n 'fac

tory site' HS well, Th~ majnr classes of tools th;lt constituted this infllls

try are blades, puint~, ~crupcrs~ tr~"ll.)('7.e anu trapt.·zoids~ and utilised flakes. 

Fret.- flnl:ing \Vllc:i a ~euPrn l llf!\('tic:P.~ wh;l(• thF.re nre i n~tan0~ u r ~ontn a11fX! 
:tnd pre~snre methods bc:'ing e1nploye~l f.or fabricating tools. 

'fhe O<~Cnrr~ncfl nf stone points sug~~sts that the people or this sitp 

nsed arrovv-s for· huntiug gmnes iw:.·ludiag fisl1~ fur \vo kuo\-V tlutt bo\v 

nnd nrrow is ft vital \\'f~apon of thr c-ontrrnporJ.ry is!etnclrrs. Th~ ston~ 



points ;tppca:· to have served o.as arrO\\'head.~, \Vhich nn1st ha\'e been 

hafted un a '\\'ood~u h1je. No n.•1nnauts of bo\V or the \voouen sluJt of 

arro\V are ~l\·ailabl<', ho\\'t;,·er. But ir 1nay h~ c onjeeturcd that :he fonn 

of bo\V tn igl! t have bec11 sin1 i1 ar lo that u ~cd bv the rc<:c1·1t AudmnclllCSt' . .. _. . 
The h~iangill;lr st-:;JH• 1)oi1:t~ sceJtl In Lave~ bt·f..>!l n"icd a~ ;IITC\vhe,t(ls nf 

pig m-ro\\·. \Vhilc the :t.UTo\vt·r stone poiuts t·ould ha·rc bcc1t q11itc suit

able for ~aro\vhead~ r('quircd l'Dr hunting fish. VVhile ~-JH.i fonnc~r ty l)P 

of puir.ts <:an bt.~ l'~>Hsidered. as a substitute lor the lcaf-sh~'pcd iron 

heads of 11ig iUTO\V I&St~d d.ai·•:.!; rfTt-.111 tinu~s. the lattP.r \\Til'; a retWP.Sc_·n

l.ltive of ordiuary fish ar!O\vheads. Tr•1JJCZ<' .l~HI tr.lpczoids, ,,_-ttic:lt l;~s

.1\e.~s sharp aud hnJad c_·hltiug •~dgr·. \\'~r(· p:1ssihly ~~~~d ;1c; lrilJiS\P.I'St' 

arro\vhea'l~. It is a po.s.sibility tl1al son1e v~trieties of bladf·.:.: ~1ncl sct\lJ1ers 

\Ven~ profitabl~ utilis.-~d for prepuriug food. 1\kinBillg, guttit1g a~ \Veil as 

piec~in,g gan1t~. Pen-knife blades UHt!-it h(.:vc· been speeibcally t~s('cl ~"LS 

eutting iuJp]eJrtelll'. S:I .. trper tlukl'S .~JU.l\Y tJ&at thr.se {.'Oil)d llH\'C. been 

n~ed eifecti,·el~· for sh;lsiug head, sc.lrifying s'kin of thP. hndy ~nd lin1h~ . 
.And ac.l<.k·d to these, t l1c pC'op1c s.;.·(·rns to have utilised a large range~ of 
SlllaJler l111hlliS1Jecl hut qtdte sharper fl.1ke.~ nr diffr·r~nt clinlPI1'\iCJ11S, lt 

appe~us prob.1hlc· tltat s1nallcr bluut<'d back blades ar.d bladclct~ \VC'r~ 

ILI\e<l as a c:lntpnsi:P. tunl fnr lhe p11rpns(' ,-.r ~:1\Ving \\>Ootl n1· fo:· di"ltiCIII

bcring gan1c~. ThC!,t' stoae artcLL( ts 'vcre pos!-libly n1ounted \Vilh trc-c. 

gu~n, qr sou1e su(.'ll 4tt11u:'-.iVI.\ on \Voode:l .')lntfls, us lm:-i u1n!,~dy btJt'U 

r<i_)ort(!d fron1 1nna:y other n1esolithic· co1nrnun1ties elsc\vhere. 

1'·he. si.tr at Chouldari in Sotat·h Andan1an h~ls provided a 01tnpletcly 
t.laffprellt kltitl nf teeln&nlngy. not er;rnp:-Jruble l~l ll&nt l'f:"Jll"t•Sentl•d ~tt 

Beehi\~e Island. 1 t pres(·rved i:l1ple1~1ents and cquipments n1ade or 
.:;ton<.~ 'ns \\'<.~11 :~s of hone and shell : the in1p1<.~mcnts of hone and sh(.: n 
ar~ f'harJct~rist j~ nnr] !nost in1portanl· than thn'iP. anariP. nr st:1nP-. ;\ ll 
lhc·sc \\.'ere w;cd by th<' people 0.f this site fnr their domestic need nnd 
;t]~() fo,· h11nting nnrJ cl~f~nding pnrp,')Sf'S. n:l\V' ~11a~e.ri.1l 11Sr.d fC)r .StOnf\ 

i1nplcnl{\l1ls is tnnstl~· snndstonc. 

'The implements coniprise adze. ha1nmer, grinder. quern a~·1d pns

sihly (.•ookin~ ~tn11~s. Tlu~ adz~. \\·hi~l1 mnlcl havfl l1nd n \\rirle raugP- of 

11se c-.1n1pri~in~ the tnaking of canoes. ho,vs~ hllc:kcts, ;\;ld. perh.1~1s. dig~~

•ng gnt\'l'o.;. Jnu-;t 1HtVP hr.r-u fi'\P(i into a JHlhlr~•l elho\v nf ~L s:•ilahlr· 

short hr.lnC'h of ~-, trc(~ nsrd a.:;; ha• Kllc. The iJnpl(·tnc-nt' pl:1yrd an lll1-

portnlit role nn1or :~ the retP" t C n~at :\nc.hn n;u•e~e ns a tn111l i.pnrposr tnnl 

l111t inst~:td of s:oncl they 11sed iron hl~tdt'. 

RPsi(h·.;.; l·l1i~ ~~rn11~1 of in1pl~n1t· nt~. th~ people of ~hi..:; sitr· :11~.-, tn:Hh" !ISF-
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of hone n.rtef41cts , ... ·hif~h cnn1prise 11oint.s, barhs and spearheads. Bones of 

pig \'vcre the r~1~· tnateri:l) for this. ·rhe bone points had: perhap-', a gen~..·. 

ral us~ of ltlililiug fis1a aud pig, \\'llile 1l setnls likely thul th~ ~pe~~rhead 

,,·as litnited to dtag()ng- a11d turtle-hunt. ~ext in t:ategory arc the sheH 

irnplernents. Tla· spatula obtaiued fron1 the stle 1nigl•t la~i.V<! ~ervf:cl tht: 

pnrpose of sha1..,ing pottery. Th(~ specific l:sr.. C)f shell spatula can be in

ferred by dnl\Ving an analogy thnt this type of i:nplen1c~1ls is still in l!-iO 

at (~ho\\Ta lsland helnng. to t.he 'Ni!:ob~u· gro1~p for thP- .s:-arn•.l liS~. Tl:c~ 

shcH st.~rap(·r rn1.1st h,tvc been 11tiliscd. for cutting und scraping \Voo<ls 

a nrl harder n1nteri a is. 

It thus hrl'onn~s ~pparP-nt lh:lt irnplen1Pnt~ 11a.1de of stnne~ bone, a11tl 

shell \Vere u~ed by thf· pt-•oplc for th<•ir donH'stic :ts \\'ell as for huntiu~ 

and tl(~ft•udiug p11rpnse~. lt is u ppa rent Ll•at pigill~.~~~.,t one tools \Vl-'re tiH' 

most . irnportant of all, at lrast, in the <~artier phase of kitcheJi·Initldcn 
t:\llture <.'Glnplc .. ~. The nnv rnnterial usr·d for tthnC'aling stna-.c tools ·.v~"!~. 

~nd is still. easily ;.lc<..·essiblc lac .. 1lly. In a hltcr tiinP., evidcn·Jy. this 

lithic t·rnHpolll'ltl of the Cn·al .. "\ud~una11csc Ci.lture \Vas anol1jficd t':.'•,•n

pl~tely replacing a r:e\,. kind of tcehnolo~y. 

The ~ite nt B11.P.hivP lsla11d in \Jiddl~ Anclanl.\n h:1.C\ yielded .l cogent 

series of litlaic t~igrny tools. i\S far as the tet·llllology i~ t·nnccrncd~ H 

rr·present;;; a distinc.·t dll·cno1ngic:al site \Vith the C'Elt1_11·e con1plt-x. 1~hr: 

tf.(·hnclo~y hfrc \\'a.o; S0111e\\'h;lt ('qn ivalcat to a cu ltnr~1l phn;c nttribut

nhle lo lhe utesnlith1c stage nf (•nlhare. Thfl other sih~ al.- viili1ge f:hnt~l

dari in South Audan1an. en the coutrary, represents clearly another 
ph~~sc of ~:ullure \Vilhiu this cnn1plt~:x. ,vh1t·h s!"·r·nv~ tn have~ nbscrbP.d 
certaiu elernents of Sttb·aleol ithic catc-gory. In this con1piC'x~ therefore. 

the t{·eluiieal cultun.· of tl1e (;n=·at AticlarnrtiJese at Beelaivl' sih· rnnv hr 
. .,i· r 

c·onsicle.red chronologically earlier th:tn that of the Chonld;.ld f:.itc. B11t! 
aoain .. this s('cn"is to he ratlH·r H (i1 ttc·~tion of c'IJlit[Jalitv. favcf11rin'o! lhcsl' 
~ • • ~ \J' 

1tx•;11 varia.tinns of regional tec-hnologies at different point df tin1e th:1t 
\Ver~ rnore effective a1jcl efficienl. 

There can be no donht tlutt t1te octupan:s o: both thc "it·cs \\'<'rc· 

"ell nt•qtt,Jintecl '\\'ith .the tec:hnolo~y of 110t n1ak!Hg. The l)Ots cer:nin1y 

forn1ecl an in1portZLrtt 41nd re:~ular itctn in their don1csf k' life. '11tc tJol "· 

wldeh wPre rud~. '''en~ l'lrC'p;1rC'cl hy col1-hni1din.~ tcchniC}tlt..,, And 

s~:nethncs these \Vere dccorat{'d \vith sir.1!_)le i:1ciscd lirwar or cro.~s de

~igias in1pri ul t:cl nurl P.'l{f·~IJtP.c1~ 11nssihly 'vit h Cun~na 1·, r Arrtl 'hells, 

attestin~ t.lH·ir l.l.sl~ for ~lrt. T'llc e\·idence suggests th~ll uo: all 
tht' pots \\'('1'(' \Vell fln~i.l. h:tt rn;:r,y \''~n~ 11:-,F-h:-.kP.cl, C:ookin~ i;1 pnt--: 
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might have heen ,t prot~ . .;s. B11t it "an eert1inly hl~ s.1id tb~t c.-,ol.du~ 

\Vas also doue either din:~tly ou fire or 'v1tb the hc1p of hoL (.;U<Jkiug 

stonc·s as prrfonned by til(~ c{JIJtelnp·:)r<1TY people. 

It JS irnpr.rt:·t11.t to nole in tl•is context that recent Gre.-at t\nd~l

rn~ncse did not liSe auy pottery. They cornpletely lost the art ~1nd 

ttchniCi.Ll kiiO\V-lin\v of their hnilrli11g. Rnclcliffe-Hrn\\'11 ~HHfl : ·-17'1) 

states. . ..... the earh~ And~lnti.!llC~e \Vrre acquainted \\'ith pottery he.fDrc 

they wen: Ulvitlcd into Crt'at- a!ld Li~~lP ..~\llt1auHill Division.· 

Wl1y tlais vital aLt1 us~f11! tr:·Lditinn Jicd '>ul L'O!npletely frnu1 the 

soeie.ty of thP Great A:Jd~..tnl.\nese i;;. an interesting; questio11. There are 
example to slH)\\'. ltO\\Tver." tli~tt in sJnall and isnlah.xl cnuHntauitir·(\ 

~om~tin1e..s son1c Hseflil traditions an.. r<'adily discarderl \vhile others 

die verv hard (Alldain. EJ.5S : 198:·. Even highlv 11~cfnl cues. ns in Ill(~ -· ~ 

he for!!,nttcn 11nder pressunl c.f c-asP. ol lhp \J~tlliesinn snciFIY. 111:1v . . , 

cttltl.lr,\1 crisis (Hh·crs. HJ12 : lOD-:3(J'I. 
. ' 

Ilo\vever, -one factor mi~ht bt' rcsponsibl.:.· fnr the disu~e of P'"'t

tcry in tl1e pr~~e~lt e<i.Se. H ser·rns that" this 1nost interesting o[ the !\nda

n1.ln<ise domestic uten~ils h~1d h;td po."i;;ib~y a n:.argiuul functin!l;ll Yal11c 

for boiling edibles or f,H ollitT tl:J~rwstic uee..ds nf the p~1st ~nciety. 1'Lh 
\Vas perLnp') bP.en 1ase of th~ fact that the pots often cnl(·kcd \\'hilt... h&ll

ing. The ten1pnr~1ry !;toring of focd:.;liJff, if u11y. tlligllt have be{·n 1nade 

in \Vndden bucketc;, h:unhn~) tuht•s or in <:i:llle h~1skcts; nlthoug}, unthin~ .. ~ 

l.'an be founded o\viug to Lhc nnn-uv.1ilnbilil~, r:f anr relevant re:n~lilis. 

l'he dctltrclinn is nn1v poo;.;ible nn ·the anak,gy of the r(.•ceut storin.'..! 

systcn1 of thr abol'igines \Vh<' nt~H.lL· nse of thl· :-1for~noted re~.cpt~)ck·s 

for the pur pn~r~. F11rtht'rn1nre, in :~n evcr-~no,;iug community~ the pottf~ry 

\l,toll)d appear tO have a lin1itetl aptl<'~ll hecai!'\C nf lhei:· rragilc nature. Jt 
tnust ht~ r(•alis~tl lLat Pxtinetion r:f flnttcry fron1 t]t(': Great Anchnnant'S(' 
.-;nl'ir-:ty \Vas gre.ttly accela!·atr.d h:,,. contact \\<ith civilio;;atiun \Vhi~h btought 

[o: thcn1 a better r~lll~t:' of Ul:ttflrial, instP-.1<1. \Ve kt:O\V that this con1HV!fl

ity ,t,.:as rr-pL1crd. and ~lt large. by n~~ctrtl \·csscl;; tltnilag rtteenl l in1P.s. 

SiHf'fll the. co~lst-thvcll iug kitC'J tc·n-nlid(lc>n folk \\'a~ tlosely r ALt~f·tl to 

;;.ea .. it rnay be conjel'lured tlut !liP:\' n1:1~1 hav~ usccl sonlP sort of \valer

C'ruft. Iu LhP. ab~~nre nf ~1ny Pvid~llt'C\ ho\\yr,·er. it i' tlifficnlt to ~~~~·..,<; tl ... 

exact t&at•.trC and fona of thi'i in~p(Jrlant Ht~Ht. 1 t i~ l11n\•;u that lhr~ prt'~r:lt

day C)nge. liki' the (;rent Andan1:111ese ol the former thnes, u~~~ o11trigger 

<·nnoe for their continun.l u1ovcrnl'IJls. Be~ides. unolhc·r lf•r;:;r;:; ('Onlplic:l.t~d 

v~1rict~ (lf wah~~· h·nnsport is a1so n'·~liL1l.th' trorn the And~\n1ans. the 
h.trnhno-ral't~ \!Sed by the J1..-tra,va gro11p. l'h~~ bau1hnn-raft i~ h~1ie.\·ed 
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to be tnore pritnitive tl H.lu ~a Hoes> technologic;ally. All these point to
wards the possibility that the past Great A.uda1nanese uscu .sun1e sorl nf 

waitP.rcraft sirrtilar to batnbuu-raft. 

Ou the whole, it clearly P-vinces the lev~l of techno-colnplcxes that 

existed in the past. Bul not~tble js tbe realisation that the same techuo
L'<llnploxcs~ in priuc;iplc, 1Ht\·c bccu ('i:lrried over to the t:lJHt<:lnporary 

c;rcat Audautanese S<K·.icty) wilholll rnuch inuovatious. 

Slrug,~le for st.lrvh'al is the kP.y tone of prehistoric life. 'J.'he eviJeHee 

St1 fur clicltcd clc~nly suggests ,.that natural product~ of sea uud fort!st, 

\\ llid1 \vere tjuitc plenUful aud inexhaustible i11 the Andan1ans= fornH:'d 

the ouly .~ourL·c Df fuod supply. luci<h:ulally·, il js worth 1neutiouiug hc~rl! 

tl1at tnost httntcr-lishcr-g'-ttherer cntnnun1ities arc ehura~lcriscd hy a loug

tcrnl sl"abili ty of dcu1u;_!ra1 >hi c sl rncl11re ; a11d lht:!y do not n~ally bother 

for ae('lltn t~!ating food nr increasing its proJuet.ion. The result .is tbrlt food 

11L·cds, u11dcr a11 unch~ltJgiJ 1g CLIVirolHncnt and subsistence lc.chnolog·y: 

retlli:liH nuno or less slationaly year to year. 

~rhe cconutnil' 1iff' atHt ~ub:-;isl ence patten1 of the peopll.' vf·ho evi

dently inhabited the hvo coasi·H1 sites under stLtt..h/ 1nust hilve heen nuder . ~ 

tl•c dtrcct influence of tl1~ tnari tinH• e•avirounlent rathPr than lcrrbtrial. 

..:\!though tbe tliet of these L·oustal people rnnst h11ve been c:}mposed ot' 
1 Jullt veg(~tuhl E~ a1H.l nc.HI-vP-gc·:tab\c~ it en 1s, it is no \Vundcr that thr.:y de-
11unded predon1inantly· OIJ aninHtl nnlri:tiou. 111eir clepenucBct: 011 thi~ 

particultlr itern of food obtaiued fnnn sea could be asc:ertaiued fron1 the 

ln<.lgnitud<' of" shell depf'sitioH ~~l" those t\vo sites. Of the edible ~pecies 

uf sl1cUs available in the Au(htnlal)S, .sotnc lline spcdt;S \\'ere: as recorded 

in a preceding l:hapter, l:ate11 by the Great .Au<.Lllnanest\ iufrequeutly ,p; 

alternatives. 13u t the nlajDr anin1al nntritloH supply as stup 1 e \Vi.lS ehil.~Hy 

maintained spceiHt!ally by three species~ n~unely ,'\rc.~ti grono..,o, A. rca 

.-..·capha, u11d Ar£:u fasciata. The fleshy portion of the shell \\'as extracted 

hy opcniug apart the biYalv<.ls, ancl jn the case of gustropoJs by breukiug 

tl1ern 11p at tl1eir ha<~k. 'l'hc sl1ells \Verc obtained fro1n <.:orul reefs aud 

brought to tl1~ sites by Lhe collectors. The 1niddens w·ere seen to huvt-~ 

l·een tightly cornposed. of ninety per cent of the aforeHoted three species 

ot the c·lass Bivnlvia. ~.follus('S are partic;ularly very easy to collect dur

iag the r~liay season: that meallS eucl of .A prjl ·r1H'f u.tgb Dcccrnbcr ~ these 

therefore becun1·e ·an hnportilnt staple for at least nine months of the year. 
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There is uo cvidcnl:<.~· available for fish rernains fnnu lhc ext·av~ded 

sites. But siH~ lhis ~uiinHJl foud is abuudantl~· obtainable cithet lrom 

np(:,n sea or frorn creeks ahnost rouud the y~ar-cxc:ept.ing for the perjod 
nf la:av:y rai us~ it \Vas t~ertainly eoHsitlered u.~ an in1portilnt iteu1 in the 

diet of the islanders hoth iu the ,:vet i:lnd dry sea9C)HS. .Uesides: tlu~ 

\ ari<~ly or fish, ineludi ng tl1c ~rily fish, crab, Lnrt.lc) lohsler. and other 
sud1 c:diblc spcci<~s \vere ~lvaiJahle to supple1nent -their di(;~t. Exc.:e-~pt fo1· 

the raiuy tuent.bs= houl'y iiS \\'tdL us the huneycotnb v-.·ere available lo the 
aH<:icnt ishutdcrs throughout the year. Iloney tnust have becu c..-ousi<l

cred a dclic:ac..:).r by thetn. 1"urtle eggs arc available ~easonally d.urjng 

tl1e xncuths <Jf .:\prj} aud 1\-lay. 

~rhe rcnlaius of split i.1nd fnu;turcu auitnal boucs present i11 ti 1csc 

t\vu sitt~s arc adecJnalel} .. iudicativ~ that Lhe inhabitants often supplc

lneuted the-ir tliet hy t:onsu1niug 1neat of \vild pig, Sus andattutnt~nsis, fur 

~ubsistClll't'. rfhc 1H.l.l"Ul"l1• of fn.lL tLJ re iJ 1 \oBg hOIICS 0 f pj:,;~ prob4.tbl y 

aebie\:cU by lhe help of hanHner stotJe or son1c kind of suitable heavy 

siuut·s~ !\uggcsts hnthcr l"h,Lt the r)eoplc nlso used to t:xtract honcnlc.uTO\V 

tc, add tu tl u~ 11 lt-!TiliH ~L~ tlt-~li~;..H~Y. It is vit~wcd by the prcseut people 

tlJ~ll a g(10d dk~t sl.lollld ahvays ·iuc:lude the nu~at and fat of l)ig. JJuri11g 

the rainy S("'i.lson tlu .. ~r ~.tre nflt oHly pletdiful hut are fonucl. in ;.t better 

state. .Hut needless to nlC·Htion, it was really a tough j~b fen· the a1u.:ient· 

Crt·ut Anchunaucse to kiU \Vild rocuning pigs y..•ith nothing but bone·or 

shcll=-tipped i.lrrov~.rs- and to dress t·a.rcass by crude stc;ue or shell tool~. 
The game tllUSt have bet!ll stalked in nnd .:.Ll"CJlllld ueep t~oa~tal jungles hy 

1nore tl1au one iu.clividual, ~crtainly t!ollec:tivl'ly, ;.lS \Vas c:uston1ar>'. \Vith 

tl1e recent .Kcgritos. The tncthod of hnnting collld be satne alfke the:~ 

1 t!ut-~nt prueticP, hut 111h1us the <:'Inploytnent of dog. ~\ hunting party 

l~tders the forest an-ned \\lith bo\vs atld arrows~ spear~, and a fe\v dogs. The 
dogs, introduce<J by the (•o1unisls in re~enl Limes, are let loose on the 
]Jig·s trail~ aJHI as soon as they s<-'eut the presence of a pi~ they chuse 
it until th~ Iatk•r js brougl1t to bay \vhen the hunters sl1oot. it do\vn. 

f.ig-ln.nuling requires nol only skiJl but endurau(;e and ti1ne. 

It. ·is likely tbat the people 1night hAlve also been in scarc:h of civct

t:al for its flesh. \''f.le. can imagine, however, a pig, a tlugong, or a giaut 

turt]e h11nt 1nean .. ~ an orgy of fno<l fot· them. There i.-.: 110 evidence to 

sho"\\' d!al they ate nesh of bird. 

11t~ iutport~lllt vegetahlc staples must have hceu n1aiuly nl' l.v.-·o kit1ds~ 

wilu fruits and roots/llJbers. l11e wild jack .. fruit (ArtocarJU4.~ conJuluni.,) 

and scr~\\o·-pinc (Paucl{tuu8. audantaneusirun) ~r.e available iu· the islands 
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l'uly dunn~ the n1anths of ~-lan .. ·h tl1rough June. 'The frt•its arc brought 

dcnv-n hy a long h:.u11hoo pnle fitte() \Vilh a bh1de. 1 i the fruits arc ripe, 
tl1c seeds are taken out. dried in the sun J.nd stored in largC'· bu~kel~. 

l)llriug the n.tiuy season \\·hcu theru is a luH in eolleel i11g aetiviti~s tLcy 

depend parti,11ly on this store. It nl~'Y~ ho,\·ever, be uoted that rcrnaius 

of pl:tJil iouc.! t·oukl not be guthcr<"·d frotH the l\vo Iniddt'H sih·~. ·.rhi~ m.iy 

be O\Viug to the h~t:t th .. \t the~ plant foo<.t rcJn,lins do not surviv(: gcu<~raU~· 

Ill tropic~tl t:lirualt~. But it Htay be apprec.~ialed thai vf!g~l ahlt·~ u1ust have 

fonnctl partly the basis of diet hceausP. tlH·se are ca'iv tv IC)\:·atc at10 .. 
g~-abcr for all ~iss11red co!lectiou. 

'fable () indiealc~ t~J<. .. period cl11ri11~ \vhic_·h lhe principal food ih~tnS 

an~ likely to he ubtaiuablc eith{:r by huutin~ or hy g;\thcriug b~· the Gre.•l 

Anuunac.utt·sc. It suggests the S<'ttsonHl val"i:ttinu iu availability of the 

in1purtant ~tap1es. 

Tobit~ f.i. l't~riod du1 iu~ r;:hich I J u~ inlJdJrttud lood it ern~ cJre 

lik(.1y to be oblahurblc 

Jan Fe~ !' .. tar Apr r ... ~ay ]u:1e Ju~y • t\.Ug ~P.nt Cct !'-:t.N 
, ~ 
;..'f:C 

]o.c~~-:r\!it l + + 
Hoot/tuber + + -4- + + + + . 
Hc·ney - + + • . i. + + . 
sr.en ·I + ' • + ' ..J-"'T - -r • 

f;sh + + + + . + + --
T~=de + -- + I· + + 
Tu:~le ct;c; + + 
Pig + + + + + + + + + 

It hc<:otH(.'S quite el<'•n· Jtn\V tJ1at: the islanders dssociafctl 'vith t-he 
kiteln.~11 llsidcJcrt COillplCX dt!l"iVCXI their l"oud. aud aiso prrpared tl.cir iHI

pJe:ncatS aud cquipnH!Hts, fnnu rnaterials fasil)• accessible tn lhcnL Thl'\' 

rnu~t 1a,n:~ thrivf."d thus L .. irly \Vcll. Ou the bt1sis of t:vid~ltcl' ahs.tr.Lcted 
frnrn prin1ary ar<:hacologicf.•l clala: there ean he no doubt that prehhl.oric 

livit:~ r_·unrli~innc; a~sociat.ed \Vith the htu~ting i.lliU gulht~riu~~ P<'ot;nrny 

deten11incd and ]nflucut.~tl the \Vay nl" life, tJ·,t~ ll.."flo[e crdftll'l'~ of the 

past is1autlers. 

\Vhether then"' \Vet;;; ilny di\~i~ion 1,f labour a:-t~uci,tte.J \vitl1 h1111ting

~ar.l•erirt~ eeonomy is diffict:Jt to inr~r. B11t by ~.uaalo,qy it 1n~~~·· be .said 
th:-tt. thf' gnt.h<.'riug of food ~uticles could have bccu the~ pritnil rv r esl1on 

sihi]ilv nf the rnenlhers of fair sex. \• ... hile the tnore rigorous jobs likl· 
h11nti~•~ g~Hllt's c.:oukl be t:redit~d tn tnaSLuliuc rcspousiuility. 
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The evidence that could be extracted strongly indicates a n1ore gene

ral cultural continuity in principle behavioural patterus of the c;rcat 

Anc.lamanese culture. Ou the whole, it can certaiuly be stated that the 

culture has uqt chauged conspieuously from the basic hunting-gather

ing stage. 1,his is ilnportant sinco it concerns \Vith aud detnonstrates 

a long-tenn stability of the Great Andamanese culture. But, at the sc.une 

tjmc, one cannot escape the changes. in their tcchnocon1plexes that took 

rlace during the past two. thousand years or so. 

The most itnportant of all that 1nerits attention is the change 

lhilt replaced the pign1y stone tools of the Beehive shell n1ounc.l in 
:i\fiddle Andan1an hy a different technology (viz., tools made of bone, 

shell and bigger impletnents of stone) of -the Chouldari kitchen-Iniddcn 

~ite in South Andaman. Furthennore, the latter s~te, \vhtich preserved 

sotne iron pieces, evidently proves the use and introduction of iron 

(jn1plen1cnts) iu the Great Andamanese culture. This nc\v innovation, 

by and large, became pern1anent, replacing the earlier technologies bc

<:ause it has undoubtedly equipped the Great Andamancse to cope 

\vith the environment in a tnuch better way. But it should be men

tJoued that iron could not bring conspicuous change in the level of basic 

technocomplexes of the Great .Andaman Islanders. 

SJ~ITLE)!E!\"T pATTERN 

The sites \Vith \Vhich \Ve are concerned \Vere the camp sites of a 

~ectiou of Great Andan1anese \vhich certainly preferred to live and set

up ·cncamprnents in plaiu <.:oastal strip. 1-Iow·cver, given the aforenoteu 

subsistence pattern their catnps n1ust have been located (1) in sufficient 

proxitnity to a steady food supply, and (2) close to drinking \Vater 

source. 

Our explorations revealed that the kitchen-n1idden sites tnostly lay 

at th~ old beaches between rnaugrove S\Va1nps aud the dry wooded 

country, especially \vhere the elevated ridges near shores shielded thetn 

b on1 frequent stonns ancl gales. The location of the t"'·o kitchen-mid

dPu sites 11nder stndy was hehittd the nu1ngroves fringing the coastal 

y>Jain: furthennore, the serpc·ntine. dyke at Chouldari and the hill at 

RPehive rnust have provided the sites \Vith adequnle proteetion against 

suclt ua tu ra 1 odds. ~I any tnjdclens are also Jocatecl ill the interior of 

forest. n1osthr beside the inlatid creeks. . •' 

The kitcheu-n1iddcn tnounds at Chonldnri and at Beehive clearly 

represent can1p sites of the aucient islanders. It see1ns that a hut occu-
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pied the mound, \vhich 1nust have corresponded to a comn1unal hut 

being used as a permanent encampment. The midden sites can thus he 

considered as permanent encampments of the past people. On the basis 

of the outline on plan of the mound it may be said the huts built on 
these sites \\'·ere ro11nd- ~r oval-shaped. 

It is known from the behaviour of the recent islanders that each 

communal hut \vas the n1ain encampment of a very small group, consist

ing of fc\v families. During the entire \Vet season this small group re· 

sided in this encampment, and sometimes its stay at the hut might h3vC' 

been prolonged for a further brief period beyond the \Vet season. 

The catnp site at Chouldari and Beehive must have therefore been 

used specifically during the Vv·hole of the \Vet period. Evidence for this 

has ~mply been provided by the eoutent~ and composition of these 

1nounds. \Ve have recorded earlier that the mounds arc mainlv con1. 

posed of about ninety per cent of shells, n1ostly bivalves, \Vhich arc 

nhnndantly avaih1hle as a 1nain staple only during the rainy season, that 

is~ end of April through Decernber. During this tilne of the year only 

shell and fish bPcon1~ seasoually in1portant in "the diet. And if the shell$ 

:.lre dropped where they were eaten a rnound \Vould acctnnulate \Vithout 

the shells having to be thro\vn ~l\vay in ~l deliberate pattern. By far the 

most cornn1on shell, as already noted, \vas Area, which could be gathered 

easily fro1n the coast at ln\v tide as \veil as from the n1augrove S\vamps. 
It 1nay he noted further that the excavated bone poiuts frotn Chouldari 
kitchen-.nlidden \Vere a component of flsh ~UTO\V, and this evidenee con

finns also that these can1p sites w·ere inhabited during \Vet season. Since 

there could be found no evidence of any oven in the 1nidden sites, it 

1nay h~ suggested that the 'livjng' area and the 'cooking· area \vere pos

sibly separate. 

In clry stunrner the past Great AtH.hunancse ntust have n1ovcd on 

to live in open tetnporary settlen1ents loca,ted 'vithin patches of jungles, 

a little a\vay frotn the coast. On t-he \vhole, the coastal k~tchen-n1idden 
sites strongly reflect a direct relationship of the settlen1ent pattcru 

\vith the availabilitv of seasonallv abundant foods. In other \Vords, it 
" -

can be realised tl1at the camp sites \vere chosen be~ring in mind the 

possibility of 'maxhnisatiou' of food nnder this particular ecology ~nd 
subsistence technology. And the tniddcus 1nust have been also asso

ciated with wells dug along seasonal \va.tercourses. 

\Ve have described earlier thnt the Great Andamanese were divided 
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structurally into two n1ain divisions, namely the coast dwellers-'Ar· 
yoto'-and the forest dwellers-"Eremtaga'. These two main division: 
were further organised into very tnany 'local groups' cotnprising ~ 
lhnited number of families. Incidentally, it n1ay be mentioned, WP. have 

also infonnation that the Onge of Little Andatnan hav~ such n1ain divi. 
sions like the Audamanese: ()n the basis of site-size, and under th«: 

given background for the Gre[l t Andatnanese, it 1nay be inferred that thf 

kitchen-midden sites tnight have pern1itted shelter to a population ~vhid1 
must ·have been small ntunerically. Structurally, then, it may be inter. 
preted that these small population groups \vere nothing but son1e sort ot 
local groups, and since the sites \Vere located at the coastal strip, it is 
likely that the occupants \Vcre the representatives of coast-chvellers. 

THE PEOPLIKG 

There are scve·ral theories already current regarding the peopling 
of the Andaman Islands. Let us discuss some of the \videly held views 
in order to sho\v that in each case they are either based upon inadequate 
eviuence or el~e n1ore recent k:no\vledge has rendered them untenable. 

One of the earlier views is that the Portuguese Negro slaves who, 
while in their way to Portuguese colonies in India, were stranded in the 
Andamans as a result of ship\vrec:king sotnetimes after the fifteenth 

century (Yule, 1903 (11t) : :310; Dobson, 1875 : 4.)7). This theory~ in 

the absence of hiolo~ical similarities behveen the 1\ndatnnn K egri,tos 

and the said slave population~ does not stand to reason ( 0\ven, 18fH : 

Kandcrn, 19.19 : 168; Cipriani, 1955 : lxvi). It would he sufi.iec to 

rnention here just one poin~ to 1nililate against it. It is the antiquity 

of :the Andamanese culture, as evidenced from the ancient kitchen

midden sites, that clearly antedates the alleged time of advent of the 
supposed Negro slaves in the Andan1~u1 Islands. 

It has been claimed ~:ariously that the actual source of the Negritos 
-must have been_ son1cwhere in or near soulhcnstern region of the Blain

land of Asia (Dobson, 187.5 ; Lapicque, 1896 : 408, 190R ; Schebesta, 

1952). Furthennore, Rudolf rvrartin (1905) and I .. · R. Sullivan (1921). 

both of who1n exatnined craniological evidence, have suggested a racial 
affinity of the ~egritos of the Andan1an Islands, V.'ith · the Setnancr of 

. t:'> 

the ~talay Peninsula and the Aeta of the Philippine Islands. It is be-

lieved the people of the Andamans, the ~1a1ay Peninsula, the Indonesia 

and the Philippines \vcre all orit!inatecl from the· same Negrito .racial 
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stock (l\1artin, 1905). According to Cipriani (1006 : 11), the Negritos 

have sotne superficial affinity to the peoples of Sin all stature in N e\v 

Guinea and l\'lclanesia-nanlely the Tapiro, Cameveca, Cai and Pese
chem-although they are distinguishable by culture. 

:' ...... 

The most vital issue in this connection tnust, however, he· pointed 

out here. To solve the questions relating to the origin of the Negritos 

in the Andamans and their biological relationships \Vith contemporary 

population gronps of South-East Asia, we 1nust have adequate ancient 

skeletal n1aterial from the Anda1nans for study. U nfortnna.tel~, enough. 

barring son1e dubious skeletal re1nains recovered fron1 excavations in 

Indochina, nothing tangible is available to indicate the distribution of 

the Negritos in p1·ehistoric times. 

On the basis of a general consensus that 1nigration had taken place 
to the Andaman Islands fron1 southeastern region of the Asian 1nainland~ 

son1e proceeded to theorise the manner of n1igration. But the question 
o{ ho\V the Negritos originally arrived here in the .:\ndan1ans· has never 

been resolved satisfactorily. · 

~'lany of the earlier \Vriters on this subject forwarded the vic~v that 

the Negritos must have arrived in the Andamans, via Bunna, at a very 

remote period asstnning that there \Vas a land connection behvecn the 

islands and the n1ainland. One of them \Vas \V. Nippold (19.:3C1) \vho, 
while discussing in general the problem of the Pygmies, concluded the 

Negritos, in all probability' arrived here: from Bunna \Vhen the Anchunans 

still fonned a continuous landmass of the Asian continent. 

Another claim, \Vhich has received \vide noti'cc, '\vas of \Valter Katt

ckrn (1939 : 151-i5). Tt ~vas argued by Kaudern, \vho depended n111ch 

on G.A.F. ~Jo11engraafs (1921 : 95- 121) oceano~raphic \vork relating to 

the rise and fall of sea-level during glacial epoch in the Quaternary Age. 

that a fall of nearly 300 metres in sea-level had taken place \Vhen the 

land connections, exposing submarine ridges, were established behvecn 

the Ina inland of Asia and the islands of Andamans and also the Philip

r.•nes. These land connections, according to Kaudern, l1ad thro\vn open 

direct routes for the Negritos for immigration to these islands (p. 161). 
T'he iin.plication is, alike the Philippines, the Andarnans were also peopled 

by the Nec-Jritos during the Quate111ary Age \vhen the \Vorld \vas affected 

by a cycle of major climatic fluctuations. \Vhilc subscribing to this 

,·ie\V of 1nigration effected through the continuous land bridge, S. S. 

Sarkar (195.'3 : 274) further postulates thn.t the inter-island migration of 
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the Negritos \Vithin the _.\ndainans possibly took place using pri1nitivc 

J ara\va rafts during low tides. 

But the most recent geological kno\vledge about the fonnalions of 

the islands discussed enrlier in details, straight\vay rejects the question 

of the Andamans connection \V'ilh the mainland of Bunna. Kloss (1903)~ 

on the basis of his faunal studies, clearly concluded earlier that no such 

land connection bet\\7een the Andama.ns and the Asian mainland had 

ever been in existence. Furthennore, Sewell (1938 : 8) confirmed that 

if a land connection had ever existed, i.ts possibility, was before the evo
lution. of mrunmalia. In strengthening his claim he further indicated 

that, excepting for a species of Paradoxurus and an insectivore, Croci

dura perotetti, n~ iudigenous land mammals of the mainland is found in 

the Andamans. 

There can be !10 denying the fact that during Quaternary Age the 

"·orld passed through a general phenomenon of glaciation \vhen n1any 

land connections in South-East .A.sia were established \vith maiulands. 
Rnt it may be postulated that land connection, if any, Inight have been 
there only during the great second· glacial cycle for a geologically tem
porary period, \Vhich hus been subrnerged onwards since the third glacia

tion. Thus the land connection \vas broken off in so remote a tin1e, the 

thesis thar the Negritos, according to Ka.ndern, migrated to the Anda

nlans by crossing snch a canse\vay dryfooted becomes clearly rcdunchtnt. 

Radcliffe-Bro\\-·n (1948 : 6) offers the vie\v that the Andamans \\'ere 

peopled, either by sea or hy land, from the region of Lower Burn1a. ll<' 

never tried to speculate, however, ho\V and \vhen the people arrived 

here. Another c:laitn has recently been put for\\rard by Lidio Cipriani 
(1966 : 141). He says the people reached here during the Palaeolithic 

era from Sumatra via the Nicobnr~. Had the Negritos cotne through 
th~ ~icobars then there should have hecn preserved son1ewhere in those 

islands cultural remnants of tlte people in some recognisable forn1. TI1e 

evidence of such is certainly lacking. The people inhabiting the Nico

bars are essentially ~1ongoloid, resembling more to the Indonesiau

~lalnys (Gaugnly, 1976 : 12g). And \Ve also kno\v that there is no evi

dence of fonncr existence of the Ncgritos in the Nicobar group of islands 

(Radcliffe-Bro\vn, 1948 : 5). Apart from all these clai1ns son1e others 

also studied the problen1. But it becotnes quite clear that· no satisfac

tory solution has yet been fonvarded explaining the question of ho\v and 

,,·hen the Negritos originally reached tlte .A.Hdamans. 

It is, h()\\'ever, the postulation of some anthropologists in general 



RECONSl'RUCTION AND INTERPRETATION 55 

that the Negritos originated and came from the region of southen1 
China or central Asia and wandered slowly, relentlessly, so~thY.'ards over 
the centuries. lvlany of them probably moved before the tnelting gla
c~~rs of the last Ice Age raised the sea-level, thereby separating the 
ntainlaud of A.sia from the 1;resent-day islands of Philippines and 1 ndo

nesia. And ~hus the black-skinned Negritos \vith co1nparable pf1ysical 
features 'have also been found inhabiting further soutl1 and easten1 re
gions comprising Nmv Guinea, ~lelanesia, tropical north-east Australia 
and Tasmania (Hawkes and \Voollcy, 196~ (1) : 55). The distribution 
and possible migration routes of tl1e N cgritos have been illustrated iu 
Figure 12 for dropping some hint. 
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Fig. 12. Distribution and possible migration routes of the Negritos 
in South-east Asia 

But as far as the 1nigration of the Negritos to the Andamans is con
t:erned~ there is absolutely no need to postulate a continuous 1a.nd bridge 
that might have been there before the melting of glaciers. It is almost cer-

~ u 

taiu, however, that the possible t:ourse of 1nigration can be traced fro1n 
the Philippines through the islands of Celebes and Borneo. Using the 
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J ndunesiau Islands as stepping stones, the Negritos eventually n1ovcd 
uortll\vards into the 1\faluy Pe11iusula aud further up on to the region oi: 

Lo,ver Bunna (cf. Fig. 12). 

The preseut state of kno,vledge leads us to formulate that casting oil 

frotn sotne points along the coast of Lower Burma the Negritos reached 

the Andatnans by sea. If \Ve look at a physical n1ap of the area curso

rily, \Ve can identify tnany tiuy islands along the coast of Lower Bunna. 

including those \Vhich belong to the ~.fergui Arcl~ipelago. \Ve have evi

dence that these smaller islands= particularly the !vlergui, \\~ere inhabited by 

ll1e Negritos (LapiC(jHC, 1894(: : 2'30). The gat; behveen these islands 

and the Andatnans is not very large, a distance which was quite pos

sibly \Vithin the range of such rafts or primitive canoes as the J\nda

manese had. 'fhe n1igratiou in question did t)(it O\Ve for certain to auy 

deliberately planned n1ovement ; it \vas rather the wind and "'ave that 
tnight have ultirnalte]y decided the fate of stnallcr group, una\vare. The 

possibility is that the sea-faring Negritos, while- moving iu sea for their 

0\\'11 busiuess, rnight have beeu caught and swept away by a sh·oug 

uorth-casterly gale 0 ucross the Anlhunau Sea over the 1\ndamuu Islauds. 
They had indeed uo choice but to sustain to it. The present claiin ou 

the manner of tnigration would appear quite rational, and we have 

enough ground for such positulation since, according to R. von Ileine
Geldern (1946), the outrigger canoe-\vhich ~ade possible the spread 

aud drift-was developed ou the ~1alayan coast from primitive bamboo 

outriggers. 

The question retnains vlheu and ho\v long ago t11c Negrilos reat!hetl 

the Andmnans. On the basis of the evidence that has been put forward 

iu the prec.:eding chuplcr, relating specifically to the chronology of the 

Beehive site in ?\1idtllc Audan1an, it may be postulated that the Ncg

ri:tos reached Andmnans son1ctitncs around the beginning of the Chris

tian era. This holds good, and \vill also, until sotne fresh kno\vlcd~c 

negates it. 

•This generally occurs just before the break of North-eastern monsoon. The 
Andaman Islands are situated on the path of travelling tropical storms and 
cyclones. Besides, there occures a number of typhoons which originate 1n 

the South China Sea and travels across China, Burma and the Andamans. 
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The present study was undertaken to understand and elucidate the 

cultural history of the Great Andamancse of the Great Andan1an Island. 

The 1nain objective \Vas to investigate into the basic problem : wha\ \Vas 

.U1e primitive way of life in the past of the <_;reat Andamanes~-. concerning 

specifically to technology, economy, and subsistence-settlement pattern. 

The problem led us to generate imtnediately a more specific hypothesis 

that cultural system of past islanders \vas broadly similar to that of the 

present-day Great Andamanese. The data, collected and gathered in the 

foregoing chapters, not only confirm the hypothesis but also- indicate, on 

the whole, a long-term stability of the Great .Andamanese culture for 
n6arly 2,000 years. Further investigation might add to its antiquity, 
ho,vever. 

Necessarily, the inquiry \vas designed, first, to excavate the ancient 

ki~tchcn-midden, or shell tnound, and, then, to look for living parallels 
from the ethnography of the recent Great Andatnanese. The main evi

dence comprised therefore the t\vo kiltchen·midden deposits-one at 
Beehive Islaud in ~1iddle .Anda1nan and the other at village Chouldari 

in South Andaman-and their malterial contents excavated therefrom. In 
order to identifying some basic cultural panuneter, specific information 

concerning the 'material culture" of past society of the islanders aud the 

matrix in \vhich these \Vere discovered were exa1nined and analysed. The 

nnkuown past society was then reconstructed using the model of "ethno

logical analogy". 

It was conceive.d that an intimate kno\vlcdge of the Andamanian 

environ1nent should fonn a 1Jriori basis for the present study; s.ince, it 

\Vas assumed, the environmental variables tnnst have acted the role of n 
major determinant it1 shaping, and also stabilising. the \Vay of ]ife of the 

Great Andamanese. It evinced that the chief sources of variability of 

the local niche were tropical climatic condition: forest and marine fac
tors. These three major factors together, indeed, contributed tl1eir in

fluences for adaptation and growth of the .Andamanesc society and its 

pattern of culture. It has been argued upon, ho\vever, the coastal mari-
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time ecology, in particular, had functionally ·optimised' the life-situations 
and hunting-gathering expectancy of the. Ncgritos. A greater range 
of marine food (animal) provided them .\vith alternatives permitting a 
relative ease in subsistence, resulting to a long-term stability of the Grea~ 
Andamanese \vay of life. 

. :rh_e b"eatrnent of the historical perspective has led to the conviction 
that,.· until the British occupation in 1788:. there is no history worth 

the_ name for utilising it insofar as our present attempt. of uuravelling out 
the aboriginals· past is ccnceme~. There is no denying the fact, ho\v-

. ever, that since the brief notice given by Cladius Ptolemy in the second 

century, many travellers-who passed by the region from time to time
produced variously general accounts dealing with tbc islands and their 
inhabitants. Itt. is proved most of these accounts sho\v very little con
cern for facts. . In reality, therefore, cultural history of this primitive 
group is un~own till the British contact in 1788. It bet·ame all the more 

apparent. that this ar~hipelago re1naiued virtually isolated and cut off 
from the ·rest of humanity~barring, of (.'Ourse, some temporary visits of a_ 
few interested travellers and th~ .\lalayan-Chinese pirates as well . 

. A. critical assessmei1t of the earlier research investigations conducted 
in this island has sharply pointed out that none had either attempted 
much- to un~erstand the phenon1ena , of the shell mounds, or carried out 
any systematic excavation for yielding the material· cvidei1ce <>f .the past; 
The result is that useful obsen!ations, regarded basi~ ~or any attempt to 
~nfer outlines of cultural It is tory, are jus.t lacking. A t'ili"efut' rcvie\V of. 
all these early research experient.es has clearly brought to light .that. 

t1alacoanthropologk·al approa<:h essentially needed . for the pur1-lose has 
never be.en resorted to. · 

As already stated, the· n1ain evidence for the preseut inquiry con1-

pfises. the kit~hen-middens. and. the contents that \\·ei;e discovered frcnn 
them· by excavations. 1perefore, special attent.ion has been paid to docu
ment properly the results of excavations and the yields. A careful exa

mination and analysis o.f the derived evidences have very aptly revealed 
that' the technocomplexes associated \Vith those middeu sites could only 
be attributable to a hunti1lg-gatheri11g sot·iety. 

The lwo sites under study have supplied information that they had 

h.vo tcchnocomplexes. The Beehive site in 1\·iiddle Andaman was re-
. . 

presented by a phase attributable to the mesolitl}ic stage of culture. 
t -

\Vhile the site at Chouldhri in South Andaman, in contrast, \Vas , repre-
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' sented by another phase which seems to have absorbed certain elements 
of sub-neolithic category. It has been worked out that the site at Bee· 
hive had antedated chronologically, but the .subsistence technology of 
the two sites remained fund~1mentally same. The difference in techno
craft might be owing partly to disSlmilar ravv material that could be easily 
procurable locally for the manufacture of in1plements, and partly to 

some marginal innovations that perhaps provided effectiveness in coping 
\vith situatious in the course of lime. This may- be regarded as mere·
local variations of technologies that comprised the \Vhole tcchnocomplex 
of the Great Andamanese cultul'e. 

The technology associated with the Beehive site in Middle Andaman 
has shown a typological similarity \vith the industry that had been deve
loped by the Negritos in South-East Asia. It has been argued upon this 
mesolithic industry at Beehive \Vas drifted here sometimes around the 
beginning of the Chdstian era. 1\ careful analysis of the archaeological 
data derived from those two kitchen-middens and a comparjson of those 
wi:th the ethnographic data of the recent Great Andamanese have sharply 
brought to focus that, despite some changes in technocraft, the Great 
Andamanese culture essentially has not modified from hunting-gathering 

stage during the last two thousand years or so. 

The evidence that could he abstracted fron1 data suggested that 
natural products of sea and forest formed the only source of food supply. 
But the economic life and subsistence patt('rn of those \vho evidently 
inhabited these two -coasb1l rnidd~n sites \Verc guided and influenced 
more by maritime ecology, rat.hcr than the terrestrial environ1nental com-, 
ponent. This observation could he confinned hy analysing the food re-

fuse of these two sites. 

It has heen shown that these hvo kitchen-tniddcn mcunds repre
sented camp sites of the ancient islanders. It has further been shown 
that there existed a direct relationship of these ancient settlement 
pattern '\Vith the availability of seasonnlly abundant foods. It clearly 
evinced that camp sites '\\7ere so chosen by the ancient islanders that they 
could maximize the poss:hility of food resources under the givc:1 sub

sistence technology, Exan1ining the locatiou of the sites it has been sug
gested that the people inhabith ig there '"ere coast-dwellers ; and from 
the site-size it has been: inferred that those sites were occupied by local 
groups of ancient coa,t-d\vellers, comprising a small number o"f families. 

And, furtl1ermore, it has been affirmed tl1cse coastal midden sites were 
l 
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used by the local ancient coast-d\vellers as their 

during the \vhole of wet season. It appears that 

had separate living and cooking area. 

main enca1npments 

the ancient islanders 

Lastly, attention was drawn to the question of paramount itnport

ance : ho\v and \Vhen the Ncgritos originally reached the Andatnans. It 

has been demonstrated that son1e of the theories and claiins, \Vhich have 

received wide notice, concerning the question are either based upon 

inadequate evidence or else more recent kno\vledge has rendered thetn 

absolutely untenable. It has been argued upon there is no need to 

postulate a continuous land bridge betw'een the 1\ndamans and the main

land of Asia, specifically Burma, as claimed by many writers ou this sub

ject, for explaining migration of the people to the Andamans. Consi

dering the more recent knowledge as discussed and gathered in the pre

sent study, and also keeping in vie\v the bare possibilities, it has been 

inferred that, casting off fro1n sorne points of lower Burma, the sea
faring Negritos reached the Anda1nans by sea, sometimes around the 

beginning of the Christian era. It \vas, ho\vever, not a venture attempted 

deliberately, but rather accidential-decided by the action of \Vind and 

\vave. 

t The various evidence that could be brought to bear on the problem, 

on the \vhole, and in conclusion~ led us to v~c\v clearly that the kitchen

midden sites, or shell mounds, of the Andn1nan Islands offer an un
broken and continuous link bet\veen the past and present. The present

day Great 1\nde:unancse arc just the living exnn1ple of their ancestors. 
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