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PREFATORY NOTE.

It is proposed here to publish in a convenient form
all available Sayanichirya’s introductions to his commen-
taries upon the Vedic Samhitis. Asfar as known to us,
these have not seen the light so far. Much material has
been utilised in the course of preparing the presscopy and
the editing of this work. No pain has been spared and no
work bearing upon our text has been left unconsulted. Tivery
attempt has been made to make it as useful as possible. Now
it rests with the learned scholars to sce how far I have
been successful.

To malke this volume interesting and nseful to hoth the
Sanskrit-knowing Pandits and English-knowing scholars
alike, we have appended two introductions, .one in Sanskrit
and the other in English. The Sanskrit introduction
contains a somewhat detailed information, both historical
and critical, about the life and works of Siyanacharya, and
attempts in a very humble way to estimate the great merit
of these as suitable introductions for a proper study of our
sacred Vedas. The English introduction summarises the
views profounded in the Sanskrit Prastivani with some
additional comments upon the premier position of Siyana
as one of the important .authorities upon the traditional
exegesis of Veda. We have also given, besides an exhuastive
content of the various topics dealt with here, four appendices
containing very useful information. The first contains an
alphabetical list of subject matter treated by Siyana in his
introductions. The second hns got an interesting alpha-
betical list of the importint technical terms; the third
enumerates the authors and works named and quoted
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here; while the last supplies a long alphabetical list of all
the quotations traced to their original sources I believe
this additional matter will help the intending readers of
this volume not only in thoroughly grasping the various
difficult and complex problems treated here, which are more
or less technical and abstruse, but will also give a somewhat
acute insight in properly appreciating the stand-point of
Siyana as an eminent interpreter of the Veda.

I have very great pleasuve in expressing my deep debt
of gratitude to the scholars whose works have Dbeen utilised
by me in some way or other. I should particularly mention
the name of Pandit Satyavrata Simasrami whose Devana-
gari and Bengali editions of the Samaveda Samhita have
saved me from many pitfalls of textual wilderness.

Before concluding this note, I should very much like
to refer to one another name in this connexion. It is that
of my learned colleague, Professor Batuk Natha Sharma.
It was with him that the idea of publishing this work
originated and it was at his suggestion that I took up the
work. To him T am specially grateful —far more than I can
express—for the constant help he has given me in the

successful excution of this task.

16-3-34 l
Hindu University,
Varapasi

BALADEVA UPADHYAYA
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INTRODUCTION

It is with very great pleasure that we are presenting
herewith the complete text of Siyanicharya’s all available
introductions to his commentaries upon the various Samhi-
tas of the Vedas. No apology is indeed needed and hence
we are offering none for the publication of such a work. It
is no wonder that so far only his introduction to the Rg
Veda-Bhisya has been known to the scholars and published
at many places. It is only the Rg Veda-Samhita which
has attracted the greatest number of scholars who have
tried to illuminate many dark corners by focussing all the
forces of their erudition and application. The other
Sambhitas have not been able to command an equal amount
of interest. The reason is not only this that the Rg Vedic
texts are the oldest and are directly or indirectly
sources of all others, but have also the ground for their
cold neglect the difficulties in understanding and
appreciating the subtleties of their import and the
intricacies of their interpretation due mainly to the
lack of specialised knowledge so much needed for
assimilating the wealth of traditional scholiastic lore
gathering around them.

We cannot but be sincerely grateful to those
magnanimous and selfless souls who have devoted
their precious time and energy to the study of the
Vedas, but at the same time we feel and realise—and
that is no ingratitude towards them—that after all the
scholarly and ingenious attempts to bring out the
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real import and signification of the Vedic texts, there
is some thing left out, lost sight of or dismissed with
supreme indifference. But that ‘some thing’ is and
must be vital to all true Hindu hearts. The funda-
mental point of difference between the attitude of
a western scholar rared and fostered from his very
cradle with the glories of Greece and Rome and a
true Hindu imbibing from the first day of his existence
the undying traditions of the Sapta-sindhu and the
Aryavarta is, undoubtedly, in spite of all attempts to
shake off the feelings of prejudice and predilection, the
frame of mind, the structure of heart and the consti-
tution of the soul. What wonder can there be if a
pandit of the old orthodox school happens to be
terribly shocked when he finds the dearly loved child
of Veda treated in a step-motherly manner and where
a little coaxing would have put it in genuine spirits,
there the surgeon’s knife is freely used. The real
crux of such a seemingly  insuperable indifference
of method is this that the westerner looks upon the
Veda as something shorn of all associations - and
environments which have, in course of ages, gathered
round it and are to a Hindu mind organically inseparable.
To him the veda, bereft of all traditional associations,
is something inconceivable. Fresh fantoms of far-
fetched associations raised up with the want of powerful
scholarship with the help of sounds of chance similarity
happen to him mere creatures of fanciful imagination.
He deems it a low grade of hopeless degeneration to
exchange his living traditions for the ghosts of self-
sufficient scholarship which are still matters of doubtful
existence.

But uvfortunately the depositories of ancient Vedic
lore have been long getting smaller and smaller in
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number. The advent of modern wmethod of education,
though quite opportune and useful in certain respects,
has brought in its trail a feeling of disdain in the
hearts of the growing generation for every thing
old and indigenous. To add to the unenvisble sad
plicht of the vedic studies very farticularly, a new
method of approach has been introduced. The said
method, appearing an attractive and novel modus
operundi and heing advocated in learned circles as
a true outcome of critical faculty, soon came into
vogue. The method, in itself, is quite harmless and
in fact, it has been, particularly in its truly philological
and mythological aspects, quite successfully applied and
appreciated even by the ancients. But to the
dire detriment of efficient education and superior
scholarship, it has been fondly handed either by
those who were innocently ignorant of the basie
realities and fundamental actualities or by those whose
visions have been hopelessly perverted and distorted by
unsuitable and uncongenial education. Sincere scholar-
ship, in its introspective investigation or for forming
final judgment about anything, sthould not and indeed
cannot throw away all things, simply because they are
old and run after others merely because they are new. It
is no ingenious index of superior wisdom to dub ‘wrong’
‘misleading’ ‘nonsense’ etc. and reject all older views
solely for the reason that they do not closely fit in with
our own conveniently formed opinions. In the case of
Indians such an untenable attitude is doubly deplorable.
No nation on the surface of the earth has ever become
great by despising its own ancient glories and by eking
out its miserable existence with a few crumps falling from
the mouths of others.

One of the most important depositories of the vedic
lore, whose works have come down to us, was undoub-
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tedly Sayandchirya. This great man of affairs was at the
same time a great man of letters—a very rare combi-
nation even among the ancients. He did officially what
he could do for the revival of the Vedic Learning and
Culture. Even personally he did not spare himself. With
the help of brilliant galaxy of erudite giants, he collected
all the available auxiliary and ancillary informations so
imperatively necessary for the elucidation of the Vedic
texts and with his profound scholarly insight and rare
acute critical faculty assimilated them and put them in
the form of his Vedic commentaries. He thought—
and he was quite right in thinking so--that without pro-
per guidance in the form of preliminary discourses
imparting all essential matters which a student of Veda,
before he begins his studies, must know, it was a hope-
less affair to dabble with Vedic interpretations with the
help of one’s own unbridled imagination. It was
with this purpose in view that he annexed his useful
introductions to the commentaries of the various Sam-
hitas. Besides his Introduction to the Rg Veda -Bhasya,
all the others have not so far been properly studied
and conveniently published. In the course of our studies
we came to realise that they were inno way less useful.
They are perhaps; especially as the other Samhitas
are so little known, much more important and of
much greater interest. But before we say anything
more about these introductions, we beg to present
to the reader a brief account of their illustrious
author.

THE AUTHOR.

Siyanacharya occupies a unique place in the History of
the Sanskrit Literature. The learned commentaries written

by him on the Vedic Samhitas and Brahmapas are the
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most important works of their kind, which are of immense
value to us for the proper expostion of the subtle truths
which these works of hoary antiquity contain. There has
been a host of commentators of the vedas even before the
advent of Siyana but unknown as many of their works
are, most of them are mere names to us. Indeed the only
commentator who has had the rare good fortune of comme-
nting upon all the four vedas and whose comments are
still extant is the great Siyanicharya himself. He was,
along with his equally famous elder brother Midhavicharya,
responsible, as is rightly asserted by historians, for the
great Renaissance of the Vedic Learning under the benign
rule of the early Vijayanagara monarchs. Fortunately we
possess abundant materials for framing a genuine life-
history of this great vedic commentator. We give below
a bare outline of the varied life and diverse activities of
this eminent sanskrit author.

HIS FAMILY.

Siyana was born in a learned South Indian Brihmapa
family. His father was Maiyana and his mother S'rimati.
He was a Brahmana of the Bhiradvaja-gotra, Bodhiyana
Sutra and Krsna Yajurveda. He belonged to the Taittiriya
Sikha of the Black Yajurveda, asis also evident from the
fact that the very first vedic commentary he wrote was
upon the Taittiriya Samhita of the Krsna Yajurveda. He
had two brothers Midhavacharya and Bhoganatha, of whom
the first was the eldest and the .second was the youngest
of the threc.

The elder brother Mﬁdhnvﬂohﬁrya occupies a very impor-
tant place in the history of Dharma S'astra and Miminsi
literatures. Besides being well versed in various branches
of learning, he was a great minister of the first Vijayanagara
kings, Harihara and Bukka, who with his sagacious counsel
and judicious guidance founded that ideal Hindu Rajya,
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that never—to be-forgotten empire of Vijayanagara. He is
also credited, on the authority of eminent historians,!
with the foundation of the city of Viiayanagara which
was considered in the 16th Cen. by foreign travellers
to be the greatest and most charming city in the whole
continent of Asia in point of grandeur of magnificent
artifices and richness of artistic details. Madhava is
alleged to have composed a number of learned works,
most of which are spurious and of late date. His
genuine works, however, are—( 1 ) the voluminous commen-
tary upon Parigarasmyti, gygRERF-saEEr, popularly

known as qugR-ardd, ( 2 ) Hrafoi or sr@eTda, (3) Ifwfr-
sqadTar, an authoritative work on Jaimini System of

Purva Miminsi, ( 4 ) sfigegfwfaa®s on the Vedantic topic
of Jivanmukti, (5 ) qzgxfl, a very popular vedantic work
and ( 6) Farfgs=araarar on the Vedant Sutras; the last two
were composed in collaboration with his spiritual Guru Bha-
ratitirtha when Midhava exchanged the robe the minister
for the a1z of the Samnyisin under the name Vidyaranya.

The most important problem connected with the
personality and identification of Madhava and Vidya-
ranya remains still unsolved. Some scholars? enter-
tain very serious doubts as regards the identi-
fication of these two authors, but in spite of their
arguments to the contrary, not only the later but
even contemporary writers® bear testunony to the
fact that Vidyarapya was, in fact, identical with the
minister of early Vijayanagara Kings, Madhavicharya.

1. Vide S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar, Some Centributions of South
India to Indian Culture, p. 309 and Krishna Swami, Arch. Survey of
India Report 1907-8 p. 259; but this theory is ohjected to by prof, H.
Heras, The Beginnings of Vijayanazara History pp. 14-18.

2. Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. VI, pp. 701=717.
3. Indian Antiquary, 1916, pp. 17=18,
T. H. Q. Vol, VII pp. 611-14,
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Tt has been rightly pointed out, on inscriptional evidences’,
that Madhavachirya, the elder brother of Siyana, is diffe-
rent from Madhava, another minister of Bukka I ( hence
known as Madhava Mantrin or Amitya Madhava ) who
was not only a profound Ufanisadic scholar ( called in the
inseriptions Sfig=ArTadHI=Ta ) but was, asa warrior of
no mean order, the expeller of Mohammedans from Konkana
and the governor of Goa and Banavase provinces. Kape is
amply justified in his appreciative remarks on our author
when he says® that ‘as an erudite scholar, as a far- sighted
statesman, as the bulwark of the Vijayanagara Kingdom
in the first days of its foundation, asa Sanyasin given to
peaceful contemplation and renunciation in old age, he led
such a varied and useful life that even to this day hisis a
name to conjure with.’

Bhoganitha, though mnot so well-known, was yet a
worthy younger brother of Sayana and Madhava. He was
the norma-sachiva of Samgama II, the son of Kampana,
as is evident from the Bitragunta grant of that ruler?,
Unlike his elder brothers who were profound scholars of
Veda, Vedanta, Mimamsa and Dharma gastra, Bhoganatha
was a poet of a very high order. The Bitragunta grant,
with his numerous other poetical compositions mentioned
in the Alamkira-sudhinidhi of Sdyapa, bears eloquent
testimony to the great poetical talents of Bhoganiitha.
Siyapa names and quotes from six of his works. Their
names are—( i ) yMigre, a kivya based on the Ramiyanpa,
(ii ) figefasia, on the victory gained by S'iva over the
Tripura demon, (iii ) sgrecorar@r, examples of Sanskrit
figures of speech with verses in praise of Siyana, (iv) war-

. Ind, Ant. 1916, pp. 4-6.
- Kane : History of Dharma Sastra, p. 374.
. gl WMaaagltar agagnesadafa |

WMaegrangd maary Afefaan ez
- Epi. Ind., Vol ITI, p. 23,

U D -

R Hro
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nuigfgEad, a stotra of mahdgarapati, (V) GG, con-
taining verses descriptive of S’o-v.ngdrarasa, and lastly

( vi ) Mérare®, eight verses in praise of Gaurinitha,
Sayana had a very high opinion about the poetic excellence
of his brother’s kivyas as he mentions in one place in his
Alamkara work that the examples of the rules have to
be sought for in the works of Bhoganitha®. That Bhoga-
nitha wielded a facile poetic pen will be evident to the
students of Sanskrit poetry from the following beautiful
verses in praise of his patron Samgama I1:—

9Tq zidgzagaEmfaamimagaftag |

& TANFAT 9Ty FkeqasHENAT: (151

x X X
IZANT TR qEEAT FRAG o A |
R Pt & Segam: Fae gERARHEE I o |l

PERSONAL HISTORY

Siyana was, asis amply proved by literary and inseri-
ptional evidences, connected with four rulers of the Vijaya-
nagara kingdom, namely, Kampana, Samgama II, Bukka
I and Harihara II. Under each of them he occupied the
important post of a responsible state minister. Of these,
Kampana, the first patron of Siyapa, was the second son
of Sarhgama I and was thus the younger brother of Hari-
hara, the founder of the Vijayanagara kingdom. He ruled
over the country in the east of the Vijayanagara empire,
possibly in the Nellore and Cuddapah districts.? Samgama

IT, the son of Kampapa, was much indebted to Siyani-
charya not only for the administration of his kingdom
during his minority but also for the liberal eduction
imparted to him in his childhood. It appears that Sayana
handed over the kingdom to Samgama II on his attaining

1. Jarggretonfy WaaasERyg el
2. Heras : Beginnings of Vijoyanagara History, p. 94,
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majority and transferred himself to the court of his uncle,
Bukka I (1850-1379 ), under whom he held the .impor-
tant post of a minister and continued to be so even under
his son Harihara II (1379-1399 ) when he became the
ruler of the Vijayanagara empire on the death of his father.

Tt is but natural to think of Siyapa, the commentator
of the four Vedas, as a profound pandit endowed with the
mental equipment of far exceptional kind; but it is amazing
to find him a warlike warrior brandishing his sword on
the fields of battle and showing his martial valour by
feats of uncommon bravery. Indeed he was not only a
great mimdnsaka given to®the abstruse speculations and
interpretations of the difficult vedic mantras, but was also
a practical administrator of a vast kingdom, a responsible
minister of an extensive empire and above all, a valourous
goldier of a high order. In Sdyana we find a rare fortu-
nate combination of vast learning and practical wisdom,
speculative faculty and physical valour, qifogeg and .
He gained victory over a king called Campa, a ruler of
the Chola country and defeated the chief of Garudanagara®
after attacking the city in company with his patron Sain-
gama II. His bravery finds a just appreciation and suitable
expression in the following verse of his Alamkara Sudha-
nidhi :—

AT AT FAOE GEOAIAT: |

Ry ga@iar wsifa aRafer: 1
As an administrator of a large kingdom, Sayapa was
no less an eminent success. When Kampana died, his son
Samgama was a mere child. Hence the administration of
the state fell upon Sayapa who as the regent carried out
his heavy responsibilities in a really remarkable way. The

following s'oka from his alamkdra work speeks of the all-

1. Ind. Ant. 1916. p. 23,
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round prosperity prevailing during his time as the regent
of the state—

T Agt wafy a Emy

qEAATgRaA: aFRAnd AH: |

His was a very happy family life. He had three sons?

named Kampana, Mayana and S'ingana. Among these,
Kampana was a fond lover of music—an accomplished
musician. Mayana was a good poet, clever in writing fine
verses and beautiful prose in Sanskrit, and if his. identi-
fication with Siyana-midhava, the author of ga'ra&:rdqg,
as proposed by R. Narsinhachar? turns out to be correct,
he had full mastery over and a thorough grasp of the
fundamental metaphysical problems of Indian Philosophies,

both orthodox and heterodox. The third son S'inganpa
appears to be a keen student of Vedas, an expertin =g
and a7 recitations. Besides, he was far celebrated for .his
magnificent gifts given to worthy Bramhanas, as might be
justly inferred from certain verses found at the end of his
father’s Bhasya on graggamEor |

According to Dr, Aufrecht®, Siyana died in A. D, 1387
during the reign of Harihara II. Thus he flourished in the
second half of the 14th Century at Vijayanagara in Sou-
thern India.

HIS WORKS

The monumental Bhﬁsyaé of the Vedic Samhitas and
Brahmanas are rightly considered to be the most important
works of Sayapicharya as showing his deep learning and
wide erudition., But they are not the only works which
our author had the good fortune of writing. Dr. Aufrecht
mentions a number of other works ascribed to Siyapa in
various catalogues of Sanskrit Mss.,, but on close examina-

1. Vide Sanskrit Introduction, p. 7.
2. Tnd. Ant. ( 1916 ) p. 20.

3. Catalogus Catalogorum, p. 711.
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tion most of them appear to be spurious and unworthily
fathered upon Siyana by mediocre writers of unknown
date. The following works, however, are his genuine com-
positions, as will be evident from the examination of even
their colophons. It appears that from the very beginning.
of his career as a minister Siyana had the laudable inten-
tion of writing useful works on Dhwrma, Vyakurane and,

Alaml-@ra and thus under the kind patronage of the above-
mentioned Vijayanagara kings he wrote a number of intere-
sting books in Sanskrit upon these diverse subjects. We
mention below his writings in a chronological order as far as-
it 1s possuble to make out.

Sayana’s works are :— .

(1) gmmagmrﬂq—lt is a collection of moral saymos '
called from a vast literature on the subject. It appears to be
the earliest work of our author and was composed, asis
clear from the colophon at the end of the work?, during
the reign of Prince Kampa or Kampapa whose minister
Siyaga was.

(2) qrqﬁgagq[ﬁ{ﬁq—also known as Karmavipaka—deals
with penances, one of the most important topics of the Hindu
Dharma-s’astras.

(3) mngafe—popularly known as wrgeftar yigafi®—is an
authoritative treatise on Sanskrit verbs. It deals in an
exhaustive manner with the verbs given in the Dhitupatha -
of pinini. Siyana has, as a token of gratitude, named
this grammatical work after his elder brother Madhava
under whose inspiration he composed most of his valuable
works as will be shown later on.

1. gfy qanfaneggraufiuafines—Rsmuangara—wgeEs-
AfRFF— AATAHETG I — AT FTIEHR I qE—sRAraog A
guifragwifogt |

2. A7 MgoOgAN QAR = oy |
suegar wigdiaa wiggfiarem
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(4) sr@grgarf~ig—it is a treatise on Sanskrit rhetoric
and is unique in many ways. One remarkable peculiarity
of the work consists in the fact that the majority of
the illustrative verses is in the praise of the author
himself. When the same author is responsible for the
karikds and uddharana in an alamkdre work, generally
the examples are inthe praise of some deity or of some
king or chief who happens to be the patron of the author™.
But, unlike most works of Sanskrit Poetics, this
wawegarfdfy gives illustrative verses in praise of its
author himself and this distinguishes it from the other
books of the same class. It also supplies us with interesting
details about the life and personality of Sayana and his
brothers, which are of considerable importance.?

These last three works were composed during the reign
of Sarhgama 11, the son of Prince Kampa, asis clear from
verses given in the beginning and at the end of these
works®.

(5) gwégmﬁl’f\q—lt contains a collection of Paura-
nika verses on the topic of g(.r:na} and was written at the
instance of his new patron king Bukka. It appears to be
the first work of Sayana when he became attached to the

1. e. g all the illustrations in wFaR of fyaram, waTTEFATLQOr
of femary and sgyusTAENMOr of FRagHER alins afmamfega
contain panegy rics of their patrons, king HqTf&g of Orissa, qAIqET3q
of Warangal and 3131, son of #iy3gqre of Mysore respectively.

2. For the authors and works quoted in this book

Vide Ind. Ant. ( 1916 ) p. 22.
3. a) awm (guaey ) AfafiRi@aka saaa
39 MFAGIor grENT [ |
A~y FRfaqseT: g semaar
(b) afta shagasain: efasgerze |
ae wfeafadranfta ammam i

(¢) g X x X MNAAFAVAAHFSUSATAR AwefHaifagra-
HAET NAASAAT: @G FaEasEegifg o
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court of Bukka and thus is earlier in date than the Vedic
commentaries.

( 6 ) Feurenfor ( Vedie commentaries )—These will be
treated at some length later on.

(7 ) smadggaifafe—It is a medical work and has been
referred to by Siyana in his s&dFR work?®.

(8) qaa:agmﬁfq—Tllis is a treatise on Vedic rituals.
The last two works were composed by .Siyana during the
reign of Harihara II, the son and successor of Bukka I,
whose generosity and high regard for the Vedic rites are
eloquently praised by Siyana in the beginning of these
works.

Vedic Qommentaries—The Vedic commentaries are
monuments of vast and varied learning and as such rightly
occupy the foremost place in the writings of Siayapachirya.
The introductory verses to the Bhisya on the FFadadfzar
make it amply clear that Siyana was entrusted with the
composition of Vedic commentavies by the King Bukka
on the recommendation of his elder brother Maidhava who,
as the spiritual guru, was actually requested by the king
for this responsible task but who, presumably owing to his
multifarious ' engagements in other spheres, declined this
offer in favour of his younger brother. Thus it was under
the inspiring guidance of Madhava that Saiyapa wrote his
learned commentaries on the Vedas which he rightly calls
‘Madhaviya’ after his elder brother as a token of gratitude
towards him.?

Sayana wrote his Bhisyas upon the following five well-
known Vedic Samhitas—

1. sngdgguifafrsaatafiv siqamaifd Sgeaq |
quoted in Ind. Ant. ( 1916 ) p. 22,
2, For a fuller treatment of the problem,
see the Sanskrit Introduction pp. 14-17,
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(1) IRt d@fr of &nor agig
(ii) spr¥g dfdar

(i) amrag d@iear

(iv) wrdfiar of gg agdy

(v ) sradag wigar _ _
Sayana wrote his commentaries upon the different

Brahmanas and Arapyakas of the Vedas naturally enough
after he had commented upon their Samhitas with the
single exception of the Bhisya on the S'atapatha Brihmana
of the white Yajurveda which appears to have been com-
posed ( asis clear from the introductory verses) last of
all, during the time of Harihara II. He commented upon
the following Brihmanas and Aranyakas:—
A. Brahmapa of the Krsna Yajurveda—
(1) dFeda o
( 2 ) 3t s
B. Brahmana of the Rgveda—
( 8°) BaTA A=
( ¢) VWA ARvAH
C. Brihmanas of the Sama Veda.—
(5 ) qreeg ( q=@f[T ) A0
. (6) lT;E,:f\qQ'[ ”
(7)) arafrarE. 13
(8)emim ”
(9) Zmarar ” .
( 10 ) G‘Tﬁlq{ T
(11) E&Eﬂqﬁ{q{ »
(12) g7 ”
_D. Brahmana of the white Yajurveda—
(13 ) graer sr@mor

THE PRESENT WORK

The present volume contains, as has been already
noticed by us, a convenient collection of all the available
introductions to Sayana’s commentaries upon the Samhitas
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of various Vedas. A comparative study of these introdu-
ctions furnishes us with the necessary information to decide
the order in which they were composed. Despite the primaey
of Rg Veda as shown by the famous mantra in the Purusa
Stukta' and the most honoured place it occupies in our
sacred literature, it was Yajurveda which called for the first
commentary at the hands of our author. It was proper on
the part of Siyana to write his first Bhasya upon Yajur-
veda Samhita, because it is most important for the sacrifice
and it 1s in order to perform the sacrifice that we must
know the meaning of the Veda. In fact, it is absolutely
needed for the prominent officiating priest called A4dhvaryu
who, being responsible for the proper guidance and practical
ministration on the occasion of sacrifical rituals, isrightly
believed ‘to construct the very form of sacrifice’®. 1t was
natural for Siyana, a follower of the Taittiriya school of
Black Yajur Veda to write his first commentary upon the
Samhita of his owa school. Hence it can be allirmed without
any shadow of doubt that the earliest introduction written
by Sayapa was one that belongs to the Bhasya of the
Taittiriya Samhita. ‘

Out of the remaining Samhitas that of the RgVeda
claims our greatest attention, not merely because it is
required for the next important priest, the Ifozr, but for
the reason that it is the direct source of metrical mantras
quoted by the others. It is upon the Rks contained in this
Samhita that the Sdman chants ave sung. Thus beingvof
greater importance Rg Veda was commented upon before
Sama, which being required for the third important priest
at the sacrifice, namely the Udpdtr came to have a commen-
tary in a logical sequence after the Rg Veda wus furnished

1. = qraife afdk (. %e1%0 12 1)
2. g% At fafvfia 3 @ ( % %0191? )

410
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with one. Thus the introduction to the Samaveda Bhasya
ig the third in the order of its compostion.

The Commentary upon the three important Vedas was
thus completed, but Siyana had not as yet directed this
attention towards writing a Bhisya upon the White Yajura
veda. To remove this omission, he next wrote his commen-
tary upon the Kipva Samhita of that veda, as the other
( Madhyandina ) Samhita of the same Veda was fortunate
enough to possess a learned Bhisya from the pen of that
erudite Vedic interpreter, Achirya Uvata, some three
hundred years before Siyana. Thus the introduction to the

Kanva occupies the fourth place in the order in which it
was written.

The introduction to the Samhita of Atharva veda was
the last to be written by Sayana after he had completed
his comments upon the Samhitas of other vedas, Siyanpa’s
remark?! on this point is quite conclusive when he tells us
that after commenting upon Yajur-Rg and Sama Samhitas
which deal with sacrifices the fruits whereof are to be
realised hereafter, he wrote his Bhisya upon the Atharva
which treats of rituals whose results are gained here as
well as hereafter. This being the natural order in which
the introductions were written, we feel justified for their
arrangement we have adopted here in this volume.

A RUNNING SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS.

We beg to make here a short survey of the most impor-
tant topics dealt with in these critical introductions. The
first among these, the introduction to the Taittiriya Sam-
hitd, is very short and naturally the subjects treated of
therein are a few in number. Asit was natural, Siyanpa
has begun this introduction with the treatment of some
of the fundamental questions about our sacred Vedas. He
has proposed a sound definition of Veda and after describing
the nature of the proper Adhikdrin—person entitled to

1. Vide Verse 10, p. 119,
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the study of this sacred lore—has briefly shown the autho-
ritiveness of the Vedas. Next he has divided Veda into two
Kandas, the former of which deals with the four-fold
actions and the latter treatsof the way to realise the
Brahman and of the final release from the bondage of this
world as a result of the knowledge thereof In the end he
has concisely explained the appropriateness of gxi and qiurra
sacrifices as the very first rituals with which the first
Kapda of the Yajur Veda begins, since they have been
maintained to be the 5%fg for all the later sacrificial rites,
technically known as fa=fys |

The introduction to his Commentory upon the Rg Veda
Samhita has deservedly been very popular with the
students of Veda because it contains a wealth of useful
information about the nature and interpretation of the
Veda. Here the author has taken prodigious pains to give
a thorough as well as authoritative exposition of all the
fundamental questions touching not merely the Rg Veda
to which it forms a suitable introduction but the whole

field of Veda in general. The first important problem
tackled by our author is the definition of Veda. Sayana
has, with a sound refutation of the arguments put forth by
the qgafiFy, very ably proved that the Vedic mantras do
express some intelligible meaning which can be properly
made out With the aid of the Nirukta and allied auxiliary
literature, and hence that the mantra and Brahman porti-
ons of the Vedas do possess their own authoritativeness.
To prove these statements our author does not hesitate in
giving lengthy dAdhikaranas in full from the Mimansa-sutra
of Jaimini with his brief comments upon the sutras. After
proving the A T¥¥aT of Veda and describing the nature
and classification of Mantra and Brdkmana, S'ayana has
a lengthy discussion about the utility of the study of the
Vedas which he concludes with recording his just praise and
high appreciation for the person who thoroughly under-
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stands” the subtle import of the Vedic mantras as the
crowning result of his successful Svddhydy~». To conclude
his treatment of the Vedic problems, “our author has given
a thorough diseription of the six Jimbs’ of Veda and has
amply shown the way in which each of them help an inter-
preter of Veda in properly handling the divers problems
conrected with Veda and Vedic rituals.

The next introduction to the commentary upon Sama
veda contains pieces of very useful information which are
of more technical nature than those we have as yet derived
from the previous introductions. With a preliminary survey
of the nature of Mantr«e and Brdhmuna our author plunges
into the deep discussion of various technical problems about
the recitation and classification of Sdmasn chants on the
occasion of srerifices. These practical problems, sixty-two in
number, are based upon the texts of Purva Mimansa system
and the solutions proposed there of goa great way to
prove the utility of Sdmans for the sacrifical rituals. With
a brief comment upon the important topic of the expressi-
veness of the Vedic mantras this lengthy introduction is
‘brought to a successful conclusion.

The anthor begins his introduction to the commentary
upon the Kanva Samhitd with certain useful preliminary
remarks about the nature and schools of the White Yajur
veda. The important topic dealt with later on concerns the
interpretation of that famous Vedic text ‘zgmeeraistiqsay’
‘which has been explained in various ways by the diffierent
schools of Mimansa. The utility of the study of Veda has
been next treated of by our author, who, after givingr an
outline of the subjects treated in the forty adhyiyas of the
white Yajurveda Samhiti and showing the appropriateness
of the Dars'a and Paurnamdss istis as marking the begin-
ning of the Vedic rituals, concludes this short introduction

by his usual remarks about the nature and classification of
‘the Vedic mantras.
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Naturally in the beginning of his introduction to the
Bhisya of Atharvaveda Siyapa has, on the strength of
suitable authoritative texts of the Purdnds and bmrtzs

treated at great length the usefulness of Atharvaveda as
a distinet subject of practical study for the royal Purohita
and the officiating priest called Bre/imd on the occasion
of Vedic sacrifices. The intcrpretation of the text
‘earearrseddsy:’ and the utility of the study of Veda as
consisting of the knowledge of subtle import of the mantras
it contains, with a learned ecriticism of the theory of
Prabhikara advocated thereon, are the prominent topics
which have 'called forth an elsborate exposition at the
hands of Sayanichirya. Our author has taken very great
pains in explaining the supremely imrortant -subject of
Prdmdnya of the Vedic texts, which he, after demolishing
various theories held by the philosophical schools of different
‘persuasion, both orthodox and he_zterodox, shows with the
aid of learned arguments to be ‘self-proved’ With a learned
criticism of the theories of the logicians and grammarians
as 1eo-ards the nature of ‘word’, Sayana proves the eterna-

lity of Veda and concludes this intersting and useful intro-

duction with a detailed enumeration of the various actions
which have been enjoined in this Samhita.

A CRITICAL SURVEY OF THE CONTENTS.

The short survey we have made above of the important
contents of these introductions will not only show that
there is a logical sequence in the systematic treatment of
the prominent Vedic problems here, but will also prove
that they mutually supplement, in an excellent way, the
information contained by each of them. It will further show
that our author has dealt with two types of topics, one
general and the other special. The general topics pertain
to the fundamental conceptions about the nature, authorita-
tiveness, definition and classification of Veda. In fact, every
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important thing touching Veda and Vedic interpretation
finds a suitable and exhaustive treatment at the hands of
this great Vedic commentator. We give below a bare
outline of main topics with which these introductions

repeatedly deal.

Veda is defined as the sum of mantras and Brahmanas-—
a definition adopted here from the ggafdarar of wrgeaw=’.
After critically reviewing the various views about the auth-
oritativeness of Veda held by the philosophers of different
schools, Siyapa shows on the authority of Mimansa texts
that the Veda is self-luminous ( zaa: sW19 ) and ean
illustrate itself as well as other things?. Indian .‘-?mf?:q;s
hold on the anology of works wtitten by human authors
that the Veda has also got a personal author but Siyapsg,
following the classical Mimansi writers has furnished cone.-
lusive proofs for the srqigawi of Veda®. The Vedas are
eternal as they are self-revealed and have come intq
existence without the aid of any agency, divine or human,
Some hold that the Veda is not worth interpretation
inasmuch as some of the Mantras contained therein are
ambiguous; some are absurd; some are contradictory; some
repeat what is already known, while some do not convey
any meaning whatsoever. Proving the incorrectness of the
above view, Sayana has given an exhaustive exposition of
the true nature of the Vedic Mantras* which are used ip
the sacrifices not only for the purpose of bringing lout some
unseen merit called Aparva through their utterance by
also for the purpose of expressing some intelligible meaning,

As regards a suitable definition of mantras and Brahma.
pas into which the Veda is divided, different views have
been offered and criticised and it has been shown that since
the mantras and Biahmapas are so various in kind, except

1. p. 2, 15. 2, pp. 15-24, 129-133,
3. pp. 33-34, 133131, 4. pp. 15=17, 100, 117.
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denomination ( @awE™ ) there is no common quality which
will serve for a true definition. So the denomination of the
mantras, as they are used in the words, ‘this is the mantra’,
1s the definition of a mantra and whatever in the Vedais
not a mantra is & Brahmapa and that is the only conve-
nient way of offering a workable definition of the consti-
tuents of the Veda!. These Vedic mantras are of three
different Linds?— %k, Sdma and Yajuh. Mantras in a

metrical form are known as Rls, those in the from of songs

are S@mans and those that are neither metrical nor adopted
for singing, but are in plain prose are Ydjuh texts. It is upon
this difference between the three kinds of mantras that the
distinction between the Vedas-Rg, Samsa and Yajur—rests.

The Subject matter of Veda is the next important topic
repeatedly dealt with in most of these introductions. Veda
is divided into two sections ( oz ), the first of which has
for its subject matter the treatment of actions, while the
other, the treatment of Brahma and the means of His
realisation. Thus Dharma and Brahma are the subject
matter respectively of the two sections into which the
whole of Veda is divided. Veda is the only depository of
Dharma and Brahma because these two cannot be obtained
from any other source and hence their knowledge is the
immediate use ( 53T ) of the Veda. The study of this
sacred work is enjoined by such text as S IDIN B E Rt
which, though explained by different writers in different
ways, has been proved to mean not merely the acquisition
of some unseen spiritual reward through the bare recitation
of the mantras it consists of, but also the proper under-
standing of the meaning of these mantras. The mastery of
the text and ceremonial perfection ( srffy and GEFIT ) are
claimed to be the real import af such gacred injunotions
and the visible rewards always attending the study of Veda.

1. pp. 37-38, 112. 2. 34-36, 64-65, 82, 111, .
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We must, therefore, conclude that the injunction to study
the text of the Veda aims at the mastery of the text. The
persons who are entitled by the above S'ruti text to the
study of this sacred work are those who belong to the three
higher castes because they are permitted to have their
own initiation ceremony. The women and the s'tidras though
need that knowledge, yet should not meddle with Veda;
because they have not been invested with the sacred thread
and hence are prohibited®.
Besides the treatment of these common topics Siyana
has dealt with some special subjects in his different intro-
.ductions. A detailed account of g¥7 and qioiwrE with
their appropriateness as the initial rites marking the begi-
nning of the first section of Veda finds a suitable description
in the introduction to the Taittiriya Samhita. The introdu-
ction to Rg-veda has, besides the high praise lavished upon
one who properly understands the subtle meanings of
Veda, a comprehensive survey of all the six Angas of Veda
and the aid they furnish in the interpretation of the Vedic
mantras. The introduction to Sama Veda is replete with
the treatment of matters of a technical kind which deal
with the complex problem of Sima chanting. The contents
of all the forty sections of the White Yajurveda along
with the g37and qieiare rituals have been dealt with in
the introduction to the Kinva Samhiti, while the use,
praise and school of the Atharva Veda with an enumeration
of various actions treated therein are the proper topics
which our author has carefully described in his last intro-
duction to the Atharva Samhita. Thus a critical analysis of
the content supply us with almost all the important infor-
mation which we must possess, before we commence a really
critical study of this ancient and difficult text.

PRI IR ol

| pp. 38-43,
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CRITICAL ESTIMATE.
EQUIPMENT OF A VEDIC INTERPRETER.

Our sacred Vedas are the most ancient work in the
vast range of the Indo-European literature. To this element
of remoteness of time must be added the depth of meanings,
the obsecurity, of expressions and the obsoleteness of gram-
matical forms. The result is that to do full justice to and
to interpret the subtle import of the mantras of the Vedas
in a thoroughly satisfactory manner isa work of no small
magnitude. Hence an interpreter of the Veda must have
some traditional materials at his command before hg sets
on the difficult task of elaborately elucidating the varied
and various meanings of their mantras. The most important
of these traditional materials, greatly needed for a Vedic
scholar, are those that are supplied by the well-known
gix limbs (Vedinga) of the Veda, namely fiteqr, #ww, sarsz,
fre<®, g7eq_and safqw | S'ikshd’ wherein is taught the
method of pronouncing letters, accents etc. is absolutely
needed for the accurate recitation of the Vedic mantras.
Kalpa? stating as it does the application of the various
texts, is useful in teaching the performance of the sacrifice.
Grammar® should be studied for determining the forms
and meanings of words from the instruction it gives as to
roots, suffises and the like and thus it is of immense value
in the exposition of the meaning of Vedic words, because
only that person who kLnows the laws under which letters
are dropped, or added, or modified, will be able adequately
to guard the Vedas and to understand their meaning.
Nirukta teaches us the elymologies of difflcult words of the
Veda and sufﬁclently supplements the aid given by Sanskrit

L. iatamfaqtmqﬁimm ﬁ‘lﬁlﬂ"ﬁsﬁrﬂa P. 50
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grammar’'. Chandas is useful for knowing the meters of
the mantras and .Jyotis: for determining the times and
seasons proper for sacrifices, Besides these six Angas,a Vedic
interpreter must be endowed with the knowledege of the
very interesting and useful materials contained in the
Puranas Itihisas® and Dharma Shastras, because without
these a man cannot properly appreciate and thorou-
ghly understsnd the associations which have gathered,
during a lopg time, round the sacred mantras of
the Veda. He must be well versed in the auxiliary Vedic
books known as Anukramanis as well and with their aid
must know the rsi, metre and devatd of every mantra®. But
the most essential subject of study immensely needed for
the traditional exposition of the fundamental problems
touching Veda and Vedic interpretation must be that
eminent system of Hindu thought comwmonly known as
Miminsi. The supreme purpose for which the depart-
ment of konwledge came into being 18, as rightly
suggested by its very name,to investigate the definition
and nature of Veda and the apparant contridictions which
to a superficial mind seem to exist in the various rituals
treated by thy different Vedas*. ‘Its purpose’, rightly says
Somandtha in his Mayiikhamala, ‘is to detrmine sense
of revelation.

Henes for a scholar who wishes to dive deep into the
true meanings and subtle significance of the Vedic mantras,
an acquaintance with the Miménsd doctrines and rules
of Vedic interpretation is absolutely essential by way of

1. afy3 Ramend saaed Feed @rldNs 2 | qeng dgutaarae
Iqg<s fazewm P. 50

2. gfagr@guanai 3§ ngq‘gaq (70 9o 1121363 )

3. Mg @1 afafgmuasgRsasawdn aso gl aaeaft o

1Y a<gf 19 ar g sAEd ar Qg wafa—aro aige
+. qEfaaiintgndgtenarsiege g7 P. 58,
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introduction before he proceeds directly with the Vedic
texts. Judged by these requirements of a Vedic interpreter
wich a critical introduction must necessarily contain, these
introductions of Siyana to his commentaries upon the
vavrious Vedic Samhitis turn out to be orthodox models
of what a truly useful and authoritative introduction

should be.

SAYANA AS A VEDIC COMMENTATOR.

The great Siayapicharya has made the most direct
and most inportant contributions to the Vedic exeéesis.
In inerpreting the Veda he rightly exploits the aid afforded
by the six Vedic Angas, the Puranias, and the Miminsa.
e is a thorough-going Mimdnsaka and therefore in his
commentary upon the Vedas he justly re-inforces the subs-
tantial aid given by the other departments of knowledge
by the profound and traditional views of the Vedic inter-
pretation which Miménsi contains. In these very informing
and Jearned introductions to his Bhasyas upon the Vedas
he has furnished all the important pre]imihary matters
which a student, before he sets sail upon the vast ocean of
the deeply significant Vedas, must be in possession of. It is
patural to find Miminsa playing a very significant role in
these critical Introductions. Indeed, they are replete with
the most fandamental views and the traditional doctrines
which Mimansa has to propound about the nature, infalli-
bility and authoritativeness of our sacred Vedas. We sh.all
very briefly show the nature of Mimansi doctrines which
our author has so ably set forth in the pages of these

Introductions.

The doctrine that the Vedic mantras are expressive
of intelligent meagings is based upon the w#afagFTerHIOr
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of Mimansa Sutras, first Adhyays, 2nd Pida, Sutras 31-58.
The s7farg portion of the Brahmapas has been mentained
to have an equal authoritativeness with that portion which
deals with the injunctions ( fifys ) and it is based upon
the 1st Adhikarana of the second Pada of the first Adhyaya,
Sutras 1-18, known as sigargifasor | The proposition which
proves that the Vedas do not owe their existence to the
agency of any personal author but are eternal is likewise
founded upon the TgqiauaaifEmr (1,1, 27-32) of c@:ﬁqim l
The definition of mantra and Brihmapa and the threefold
divisions of mantras into q;jaﬁ_, ay: and g along with
their proper definitions have their basis in the different
Adhikarapas of the first Pada of the second Adhyaya,
Sutras 32-37. So much for the common topics repeatedly
treated by Sdyanpa in these Intoductions. As regards the
special subjects dealt with here, the Miminsi sutras are
no less laid under contribution. Thus the whole of the
elaborate Introduction to the gmwifgar contains a detailed
exposition of 62 technical topics of gawiwienr which have
got their bearings upon the various complex problems of the
singing of Simans and their utility and application for the
purpose of sacrifice. Indeed, the whole of this Intoduction
consists of lengthy extracts from the different Adhyayas
of SfaframmaraiffEay a very important work on I:La?:ﬁqim,
composed by his elder brother, the great Madhavichirya.
The lengthy and learned discussion about wemarsass in
the introduction to HugdiRaEa and srarEag of Veda
with a critical survey of the different doctrines held by
the followers of different philosophical schools which our
author has made in the introduction to aryIfear wea truly
prove the great service into which the Mimansi doctrines
have been pressed for expounding the important views held
by the traditionalists about the supreme authoritativenss
of the Vedas and the complete usefulness of their inte-
lligent study.
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THEIR USEFULNES FOR A MODERN
STUDENT OF VEDA.

We have repeatedly asserted that the Vedic commen-
taries written by Sayanichirya are, in spite of their
occasional apparent contradictions in the interpretation of
certain Vedic passages, the only sure and consistent guide
in the understanding and the exegesis of the Mantras
of the Vedas. They are valuable not only for an orthodox
Vaidika but also for a modern student of this ancient
literature of the Hindus. Those who press the sciences of
Comparative Philology and Comparative Mythology into
the service of Vedic exegesis will find in these illumin‘.;tting
Bhagyas matters which are of especial interest to them.
Siyana has, in the course of his commentaries, taken into
account the valuable helps rendered by the sciences of
Etymology ( Nirukta ) and Grammar ( Vyikara,a ). Our
author has not only utilised the contributions made by
Vaska in his Nirukta but has himself proposed suitable
meanings of difficalt Vedic words in accordance with the
rules of Etymology, where Yaska is wholly silent. The
seience of grammar has been, specially in the commentary
upon the first dstaka of Rgveda, fully taken into account
in the interpretation of the Vedic Mantras where accents
play important parts. Siyanacharya has collected every
item of mythological interest associated with the meaning
of Vedic hymns which will yield even a modern student
of Veda a rich harvest of very useful results. Besides these,
Sflya-l,la'\s commentaries are the only extant Bhiasyas
complete in every respect in a vast commentorial literature
which has gradually grown round the Vedas. In these,
Sayana has utilised even those valuable comments which
are perhaps lostor ever or are only partially known to
us in these times. Under these circumstances, Sayanpa is
the only commentator who can supply us with the direct
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traditional meanings of the Mantras as handed down from
generation to generation of the native Vedic interpreters.
We firmly believe that a really sympathetic and critical
study of Siyapa's Commentaries will be valuable even
from the stand-point of a modern student of Vedas engaged

in unraveling the hidden mysteries of the Vedic language
and religion.

The introductions to these Vedic commentaries we have
collected here amply furnish a student of Veda with all
the supremely important doctrines which he must possess

before he directly begins the practical study of the Vedic
texts. Besides, these w111 impart the necessary insight into

properly appreciating and clearly understanding the genuine
spirit in which Sayaja has written his learned and monu-
mental Bhasyas. We have firm belief that a rrecice study
of these valuable Introductions will show us not only the
traditional mode of the proper interpretation of the
Vedas but also the right way in which these most
ancient sacred texts should be handled. It is the
sheer misunderstanding of the view-point of this
eminent Vedic commentator which has unnecessarily
called forth the undeserved obloquy heaped upon the
sacred head of the great Siyana not only by the so-called
foreign Vedic scholars who, placed as they are, are wholly
ignorant of the important traditions and associations
which have grown round this most ancient and sacred
work in course for many centuries but also by the various
Indian disciples of these European Gurus, who, though
fortunate enough te be in a position to understand properly
the defferent Vedic traditions, do blindly follow their lead
and feed the unfortunate young students placed under their
cave upon the ill-digested and half-baked theories of these
‘western Vaidikas’, Indeed, theonly safe guide which we
possess in these times when even the masters of the
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‘historical method’ differ from one another as regards the
obvious meanings and plain enterpretations of easy Vedic
Mantras is the traditionally uniform and deeply suggesstive
Bhasyas of Sayana. With his his scholastic interpretations
the great Sayanicharya has been, and indeed will be, the
supremely reliable guide to effect our first entrance into
the manifold mystries of this impregnable fortress of Vedic
language and Vedic religion. In fact, every one who enters
on the study of Veda owes in an abundant measure a deep
debt of gratitude to this great authority on the Vedic
exegesis. We cannot properly imagine what the condition
of Vedic scholarship would have been to day without the
Jertawna of our eminent author in which the great Vedic
exegesist has not left a single word unexplained, however
obscure it may be. It is not that this eminent service done
by Siyana has not been recogniscd even by the modern
Western scholars who have devoted their time and labour
towards a really critical and in a way intensive study of
this most ancient Avyan literature. Thus Prof. Wilson is
amply justified (and we Dbelieve thoroughly jwpartial )
when he malkes these critical remarks in the introduction
to his translation of the first Astaka of Rg-Veda—He
( Siyana ) undoubtedly had a knowledge of his text far
beyond the pretensions of any European scholar, and must
have been in possession, either through his own learning
or that of his assistants, of all the interpretation which
had been perpetuated by traditional teaching from the

early times”’

We beg to conclude our very humble remarks as to the
great intrinsic worth of Sayanas work as a truly reliable
guide in the difficult task of interpretation of Vedic
Mantras with the following extract from. Prof. Max
Mauller's preface to his Vedic Hymns ( Part I pXXX )i—
Those who recollect the history of Vedic scholarship during
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the last five and twenty years know best that with all its
faults and weaknesses, Siyana’s commentary was a sine qua
non for a scholarlike study of the Rgved. I do not wonder
that others who have more recently entered on that study
are inclined to speak disparagingly of the scholastic inter-
pretations of Sayana. They hardly know how much we all
owe to his guidance in effecting our first entrance into
this fortress of Vedic language and Vedic religion, and how
much even they, without being aware of it, are indebted
to that Indian Eustathius..........ccooiiiiiiiiiieieneeenne.
«e....We ought to bear in mind that five and twenty years
ago, we could not have made even our first steps, we could

never at least have gained a firm footing without leading
strings.’

Hindu University, }
Benares. s BALADEVA UPADHYAYA
16 -3 -34.
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