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INTRODUCTION

We have great pleasure in bringing out
SITARAGHAVA, a drama in seven Acts by Rima
Panivida associated with the court of Maharaja Marta-
nda Varma (1729-1758) of Travancore. Panivada is known
to have produced several works in Sanskrit, Prikrt
and Muayijam.* There is a good deal of controversy
about the identity of Panjvida. Some scholars .ncluding
Mahakavi Ul!ﬁr S. parsme~varg Aiyar, hold that Ria
Pinivida was no other than i wichan Nampigr, the
great Malayilam poet Wwell-known for his *Tujlal Svorks.
tBut othar scholars havwe -tried to pm\'e'fst_huf from
evidence available the i(lcutiﬁca{-,igl‘l.cmn“’w;:bﬁ'é(m.\.id(ud
to be beyond doubt. A discussion on this question way
be found inthe introduction to the Raghaviya published
from this Library as TS S. No.146. Here it may be
sufficient to note that there is a good deal of «vidence
in support of the identification although the question
cannot be considered to be settled for ever. In the colo-
phons of some works popularly believed to be composed
by Numpiir, Rama Pinivada is mentioned as the author.}
Thevre are also several parallelisms in the Sanskrit

* A list of Rama Panivida’s works is given as appendix.
t Vide Kerala Sibitya Caritra by Mabakavi Ullnr S,
Parame’vara Aiyar, Vol. 1T1. P, 332,
1 Vide colophon in the Malayalam manuseript No. L.
649. (Mss. Library collection) of Pafiocatantra-
qRIFG ANEATE GTT A )
QR QUOEEA Il avagad U
Paicatuntra is popularly known to be the work of
Kuiichan Nampiar.
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works of Pinivida ard the Malayilam works of Nampiar.
Those who oppose the view however point out that
Nampiir's Sanskrit scholarship asrevealed in his Tullal
works is not sufficiently deep to justify the identification.
As the evidence available is not conclusive, we can only
leave the question for further research.

Fixing our attention on the known Sanskrit and
Prikrt works of Rima Pinivada, we find him to be a poet,
dramatist and commentator of remarkable talents. Visnu-
vilisa and Raghaviya are Sanskrit Mahakavyas by Pinivida.
Kamsavaho and Usiniruddha are his Prakit Kavyas. His
Bhigavata Campu as well as his Stotras are also com-
mendable literary productions. His commentaries and
his works on Chandas snd 1/« reveal the profundity of
his learning in several branches of knewledge. '

Four works of Rama Panivida belonging to the
Ritpaka type have been discovered, Lilavati, Candrika,
Madanaketucarita, and Sitirighava. These works are
beautiful productions entitling their author to a place
of honour among the dromatists in Sanskrit. Lilavatj
Candrika and Madauaketucaritu are shorter works,
the first two being one act pluys(Vithis) and Madana-
ketucarita a Prahasaas. Sitirighava is the only known
work of Ramu Panivaida belonging to the Ndtaka type
and admittedly one of his most important works.

A few facts about this Nataka and a brief
analysis of its contents are given below:—

From the Prasthdvana (prelude) we understand
that the author of this piece is Rima Panivada, and
that he wrote this for enactment before the assembly
of learned Brihmins who had come to Trivandrum in
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response to the invitation of Mahamja M'trt.mda Varma,
presumably on the occasion of the Murgapam festival
in the temple of Sti Padwanabha in 1756. The poet best-
ows high praise on his patron, M1hirdja Martinda Varma
in the following verse:—

AyAA-gE Aq andqrzang
® sAldTaagfagazaniRada |
FZFATMAFAA @SNl A g W
guoracgRyaaid arafoega@: o (1.5.)

The play opens with the scene of Dafaratha
and Kausalya anxiously awaiting the news about Rama
and Laksmana who had gone with Visvimitra to afford
protection for his Yajia. Then a messenger by name
Chavayaps, arrives there and rarrates the exploits of
Rima from the slaying of Tataka till Rima and Laks-
mana were taken to Mithila by the sage.

The second Act presents a well-conceived scene
where two Asuvis Mayavasu and Karambaka, determined
to take vengeance on Rama for the slaughter of Tataka
and Subihu and for putting to flight Marica, appear in
the court of Janaka disguised as Dusaratha and Sumantra.
Their aim was to dissuade Riwa from stringing Siva'y
bow and thus taking the hand of Sita in marriage, In
this and in similar other scenes Panivida shows his
remarkable ability to handle delicate situnations. The
gsecond Act closes with the sudden exit of the disguised
demons on the arrival of Dafaratha and his party from
Ayodhya to attend the wedding of Rima and Sita. Maya-
vasu was however determined to continue his designs of
hostility against Rama, ana swore that he would incite
Parafurima against Rima for bresking the bow of Siva
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(Parafurdmn's preceptor), and persuade Rivana to abduct
Sita.

~A
A ga:Em giargea) agdsy |
A% gatrcad vanAnd@THa N ( 11, 45.)

The third Act is a farewell scene where Sita,
Uunm. Srutakicti and Mandav (who were married to
Rima and his three brothers Laksmanu, Bharatn, and
gatrughna) take leave of Janaka. This scene reminds
one .of the fourth Act of Sakuntala of Kilidasa.

In the fourth Act the dramatist introduces a
new character Ayomukhi (a friend cf él‘lrpn[_]akhu) who in
the guise of Manthara incites Kaikeyi to expel Rima
to the forest and sccure the kingdom to Bharatu.
Sfxl‘pal)akha was possionately in Jove with ‘Rame and it
was her ardent wish to get Rima near her sylvan abode.
Ravaha is also introduced in this Act as deeply yea-
rning for the union with Sita. To heighten the effect of
the scene Prahasta is made to present a picture of
Sita to Rivana, which further arouses Rivana's passions
and makes him nct almost like a mad man.

The fifth Act is mainly taken up with Rama'’s
alliance with Sugriva and Mayavasu’s attempt to thwart
it in the guise of Chirana. This is an agreeable repetition
of the earlier scene where we saw Chirana in the guise
of Dafaratha. This scene has a two-fold purpose, (.) of
continuing the Maiydvasu story, and (2) of narrating tbe
exploits of Hanuman in Lanka and the incidents con-
nected with that episode. The report of Miyivasu wes
of course calculated to drive Rama to despondence by
falsely narrating the killing of Sita by Rivapa finding
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her to be untractable. Miyivasu's intention as he him-
gelf states was—

431 TeAg (WP ET@IATS 3T |
q33 a0 NALT q=5302F 0 (V. 3. )

But the attempt of Miyivasu was thwarted in time
by Dadhimukha, the keeper of Sugriva’s garden, who came
complaining about the pillage of the garden by Hanumin
and the monkey forces who had returned from Lenka.

The sixth Aect opens with a Pravesaka in the
form of a dialogue between a Vanaddvati (who came to
Lankas in search of Sita at the iustance of Lopimudra)
and Lankilaksmi. The glory of the reconstructed Lanka
after its destruction by Hanumino forms the theme of the
diulogue. The mission of the Vanadivata was to know the
plight of Sitadévi. This naturally leads to the next scene
where Sita is introduced as seated in the Afoka garden
guarded by Trijata and Sarama, The latter part of this
Act presents also the tumultuous scene of the battle

in Lanka.

The play closes with the last and the seventh
Act dealing with the return of Rama and Sita to Ayaodhya.

Pinivada has succeeded in an eminent degree
in securing dramatic effectiveness in the presentation «f
the plot. No doubt he borrowed the story from Rami-
yana. But the presentation is largely original. He had
derived inspiration for his innovations from other
Sanskrit dramas based on Riamdyapa, like Uttararama-
carita, Janakiparinaya, Adcaryaciidimani and Anargha-
righava. But he has beeu able to show his individuality
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and has never degenerated into imitation. No great claim
can be made in the matter of characterisation although
the delineation of Mayavasu certainly deserves praise.
Pinivada's special skill lies in creating and handling
situations commendable for their theatrical effect. The
dramatist has succeeded in connecting the early inci-
dents of Rima’s life in killing Titaka and Subahu with
the whole of the later eventsin the Ramiyana as being
brought about by the hostility of the demons.

Like several other Snnskrit Natakis, Sitaraghava
also deserves greater praise as a poetic work., Pinivada
shows himself at his best in this work as a master of
ornate expression We may quete a few stanzas by way
of illustration:-

sar #1594 @ JAgaagEda Falya-
wwguaanamganan’a 7 (@FFE |
> f\ by

A grgat guid [@EiEa
Yew Qisqgagavia I Sdrerg (L 14)

A A E AT AL Ao
ga<aia-graareai qz-smmmraq.q;ﬁ[( ,
WGRE%I(EHRSIEH(Eﬂllﬂr?’ﬂviné'ﬂl‘i{
gatq zie@ @anaRad dogai TE U (17 1)

ﬁaauﬁ?ﬁqaaﬁaq‘aalWi‘l I3nqe-
tdia: Nadle: WIEWGTHITARY e a0 )
Gﬂ%m%f’gwlqﬂﬂaqzqaﬁli[ﬂq\ﬂlgﬂgr

E1 A SARLIRATTGATD [AfRyonmy | (VI. 1.)



-7-

There are five Manuscripts of this work in
this Library:—

Ms. No. 1102, marked & was obtained from Sri
Vigsnu Nampatiri, Ettikkada Illam,
Ayankudi, Fadutturatti in North
Travancore.

&
—
[7/]

. No 1cg23, marked @, from Nilakanthan Suku-
maran Muattalu, Chozikkara lllam,
Fadutturutti.

Ms. No. 1152, marked =, belengs to Nirviayepaurn

Muttunpi Menon, Ampalapyuza,
Ms. No. 12344, marked &, brought frem  Akaviir
Mana, Cochin.

Ms. No. L. 478, marked &, brought from Pumulli
Mana, South Malabar.

All the wmanuscripts are written in Malayilam
script and are well preserved. Of these the first one
alone contains the Chaya for the Prakrt passagas
in the drama.

j Sri K. 8. Mahadeva Sastri the former Curator,
Sri V. G. Nampitiri and Sri V. Niariyanan Namputiri,
M. A ; B. Sc: B. T; Pandits in this Library have assisted

me in the preparation of this edition.

Stranad Fufijan Pillai,
Honorary Director.

Library, Trivandrum.

University Manuseripts
22-5-1968
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APPENDIX

A list of Rima Panivida's Sanskrit works:-

Vispuvilisa:- A Sanskrit Favya with the com-
mentary Visyupriya, edited by Dr. P. K. Na°
rayana Pillai, M. A; Ph, D., No. 165. of the:
Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.

Righaviya:- A Sanskrit Mahikivya, edited by Dr.
l. A, Ravi Varma in 1942, as T.8.S. No. 146.

I'amsnvaho:— A Prakyt 1 ivya, edited with Eng-
lish notes and translation by Dr. A. N. Upadhye,
Bombay, 1950.

Usiniruddhai— A Prakrt Kavya, edited "with an
introduction and Skt. Cebays by Dr. C. Kunhan
Raju und S. Subrahmonya Sastri, Adayar, 1943.

Lilivati:-- Published in the Sanskrit Quarterly
Journal of the University Manuscripts Library,
Trivandrum. Vol, 1I1. Nos. 2 - 4. .

Candrika:— Published by Prof. Rima Pisiroti
in the Bulletin of the Rama Varma Research
Institute, Trichur, 1914. No. 3.

Madanakétucaritai— A Prahasana published wit.h
an intraduction by Dr. P, K. Narayana Pillai,
M. A;Ph.D,Trivandrum,1948.T.S.8. No. 161

Sitardghava:i— Edited by Staranad Kuiijan Pillai
Trivandrum, as T.S.S. No. 182, 1938. A Part of
this work has been published in the Sihitya-
ratnivali Series, Trichur.

Sirya‘atska and Ambaripadi‘a Stotrai— Both
published by K. Nariyana Pisaroti in the Sahi-
tya Parishad Traimasikam, Ernakulam, Vol. 7.
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1),

2.

13.

14-

5.

16,

17.

18,

19.
20.

9.

Mukundafataka:— Kdited by V. A, Ramasvami
Sastri, T.S.S. No. 157, 1946.

Mukundastaka:— Published in the Sanskrit
Quarterly Journal of this Library, Vol. T to
Vol. II. No. 2.

Siva Satakai— Published in the Skt. Journal of
this Library, Vol. II. No. 3. Trivandrum, 1946.

Bhagavata Campu:— A palm leaf manuscript,
No. C. 2374 of the University Manuscripts
Library, Trivandrum.

Balapithya:— A commentary on Raghaviya, Ms.
No. T. 823. of the University Manuseripts
Library, Trivandrum.

Vilasini:— A commentary on Sukumira Kavi's
KrsnaVilisa Kivya.

Vivarana:— A commentary on Dhiatu Kavya of
Melputtir Narayana Battatiri.

Prakrtasitravrttii— Published in the Bulletin
of the Adayar Library.

Vrttavartikam:— Edited by K. Sambasiva Sastri
as T.8.8. No. 131,

Rasakridakiavya:— A work on Cchandas.

Talaprastira:— A work on Tila.

Two more Sanskrit works, Paicapadi and Sin-

giraviméati are alto attributed to him.
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