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PREFACE.

Tke five MSS., which have been used for the present
edition of the Vishnu-smriti and of selected portions of its old
Commentary, may be divided into three classes.

1. Vl=India Office MS. 915; V2 India Offize MSS. 1544,
1545; and V®=India Office MSS. 1246-48. Each of these
three Devandagarl MSS. contains the text of the Vishnu-smriti
together with the Commentary of Nandapandita ( N. ), called
Vaijayanti. They are from Colebrooke’s collection and appear
to have been written in North-India about the end of the last
or beginning of the present century. The very numerous
clerical errors, omissions and other defects exhibited by them
are mostly common to all the three; and as it is tolerably
clear that they cannot have been copied from one another,
they must at least have been copied, either directly or very

.nearly so, from one and the same original. Of this rather
faulty codex archetypus, V!, a neatly written MS. consisting
of 506 pages (299 leaves ) a 15 lines & 53-56 aksharas, appa-
rently the copy used by Colebrooke himself, would seem to
be, on the whole, the best representative ; but in several places,
in the Commentary particularly, the original readings have been
preserved in V2 and V3.*

* The statement towards the end of V1.3, a9 fymwwreRtEd (v. 1.
OMTITET ) (BUR.. AT HATTAREIITACNTINATT  wFRfgeor=AlsTA 3~
w17 gt sqagat g4t: which has enabled me to fix the date of the
composition of the VaijayantT at 1622 A. D. ( sec the Introduction
1o my translation, vol, VII of the Sacred Looks of the East, page xuxiii )
is fully confirmed by the biographical notices concerning Nandapandita
and his family in the Tntroduction to Mandlik’s Vyavahiramayikha
and Yz flavalkya ( Bombay 1880 ).



2 PREFACE.

2. V4, an excellent Devanagarl copy of the Vaijayant1 in
the possession of Dr. Bithler, consisting of 476 page (239 leaves)
3 15—18 lines, 3 40—48 aksharas, written ‘sake 1775 ( A. D.
1853 ) punyagrame’, and corrected throughout. As might be
expected from its southern origin, this MS., which was most
kindly and liberally placed at my disposal by its owner, differs
considerably from V!-3, to which class, in spite of its modern
date, it is infinitely superior in correctness nearly throughout,
its only important blemish consisting in the fact that the Com-
mentary on chapters VII—XVII, 22 is entirely omitted, while
the Commentary onV and VI is defective, and the comments
on 1 and 111 show also a few lacune. The genuineness of the
corresponding portions of Vi3, which luckily enough are in a
tolerably satisfactory condition, is proved by their agreement
with the text of chapters I—XVII as given in V4, by their simi-
larity in point of style with the remaining parts of the Com-
mentary, and by the reference which they contain, in the gloss
on XV, 9, to an earlier work of Nandapandita. A few other
passages which are found in VI3 but wanting in V4, viz, part
of the Introduction and the final portions of those MSS.,
cannot have formed part of the original work of Napda-
pandita, as he is repeatedly referred to in them in highly
eulogistic terms.

3. v, a Devapagari MS. of the text only, written sam [var]
1807 ( A. D. 1750 ), probably at Benares. It was kindly lent
to me, together with the three other India Office MSS,, by Dr.
Ross. This MS,, is defective in many parts, very carelessly
written, and the least valaable of all, though it'is the oldest.

Besides these MSS., 1 have collated the two hitherto printed
editions of the Vishnu-smriti. This collation has led to the
result that the second edition ( C*), published in Calcutta

1876 in Pandit Jibdnanda’s Dharmashastra-sangraha, is-simply
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a reprint of the first Calcutta edition ( C'); and that the MS.
used for the latter, the evident faultiness of which had long
ago determined me to undertake a new edition, must have
belonged, on the whole, to the same class as v. A very con-
siderable part of the false readings, &c., in Cl,* has been traced
in that MS. Some of them are found in V'-* as well, and
there are a few other instances of special agreement between
C1,2 and V333, such as the highly characteristic omission of the
greater part of chapter LXXXI, and the equally characteristic
interpolation in LXV, 2. This interpolation is clearly due to
a piece of the Commentary having crept into the text, and to
the same source may be traced nearly all the other interpoia-
tions in C!,2*, as well as the far less numerous interpolations
which the MSS. exhibit.

The Commentary, which is in most cases a running gloss
on every word of the text ( T.), has not only enabled me to
trace interpolations and omissions, and to establish the general
superiority of V* over the two other classes; it has also proved
an excellent check on the whole text in V*, which has served
as basis for the present edition. In my endeavours to ascertain
as nearly as possible the reading commented on by Nanda-
pandita, I have naturally derived much aid from V'-3 as well,
and even from C",2 and from v, which latter MS. has clearly
been copied like the rest from a copy of the Vaijayantl. The
difference between the three classes is nowhere so marked as
to constitute them so many different recensions.

Readings opposed to the tenor of Nandapanditd’s Commen-
tary (C.) have generally bcen given in the notes only, the
only important exception to this rule being the Vedic Mantras,

* See ¢. g., the critical notes on V, 91, 104 ; XI, 8 ; XLVII, 2;
XLIX 6; LXIV, 37; LXVIII, 16; LXIX, 3, §; LXXV, 2. 3.
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many of which appear to have been altered and corrupted at
a very early period. For amending these I have fully availed
myself of the help afforded by the extensive analogous sections
of the Kathaka Grihya-siitra, and in some cases, by the Vedic
Samhitds and by the Brahmanas. The Mantras in XLVIIL,
9,10 have been left as they are, because, though traceable to
the White Yajurveda, they may have been remodelied in
order to adapt them to the particular sacrificial rite described
in chapter XLVIII. Violations of the laws of samdhi have
been constantly corrected in the Mantras, but not elsewhere,
where they may be viewed as archaisms. The numerous apa-
logous and identical passages in the other law-books have beep
carefully compared, and have occasionally determined my
choice between the several traditional readings, but 1 haye
very rarely admitted a reading from them, whatever its intrinsic
,merits, if 1did not find it in one of my texts as well, or if it
was decidedly opposed to Nandapandita’s comment. Ap
equally sparing use has been made of the numerous quotations
from the Vishou-srariti to be found in most other commenta-
ries on law works. Among these, Apardrka’s Commentary
on Yaijhavalkya-smriti ( Ap.) has been Pl'eferentially used,
both on account of its comparative antiquity, and because jt
contains a greater number of quotations from the Vishnu-
smriti, than all the other Dharmanibandhas, I'know, taken
together'. Unfortunately Apararka does not show himself more
accurate in making quotations than Hindu jurists generally are,
and among the passages taken from thevVishr}u-sm;iti are
several which he quotes in confirmation of one doctrine in
one place, and in confirmation of a totally different dectrine
in another place. Readings found in the works of Apararka,
Vijdanesvara and Jagannatha have been substituted for those
given by Nandapandita in four or five cases, the only impor-
tant one of which will be found in the chapter on debts Vi,
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38, 39 ). It remains to add that in a certain number of mostly
quite irrelevant cases Nandapandita’s reading have been
discarded in favour of readings found in MSS. or prints of
one or several among the three classes, simply because the
former seemed decidely less suitable, or less certain, than the
latter. But while T had from the first been very distrustful
of my own discernment in this respect, a repeated examination
of the whole text and commentary has caused me, before
sending this edition to the press, to restore the readings ap-
parently guaranteed by the authority of Nandapandita even
in several places, where I had rendered different readings in
the translation. It is to this cause that the majority among the
corrections subjoined at the end of this Preface ( page 7) will
be found to be due.

The Critical Notes given under the text will show how the
principles explained above have been worked out. They con-
tain all the vv. 1l. of the MSS. and of CL2 excepting palpable
clerical mistakes and misprints, and a few slight omissions,
and those among Apararka’s vv. Il. which agrec with one of the
traditional readings. By quoting all his and his brethren’s vv. 1,
interesting as they are, the apparatus criticus, already extensive,
would have been swelled beyond reasonable proportions.

In making the extracts from the Commentary, which have
been added at the foot of each page, I have aimed above all
at brevity, giving for the most part no more than what seemed
required in order to justify the way in which the more diffi-
cult passages have been rendered in the translation, and omit-
ting all the extraneous matter, to which the great bulk of the
Vaijayantl, justly called an entire “body or digest of law” by
Colebrooke,* is mainly due. The numerus quotations from

* Misc. Essays, II, p. 487,
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other law-books, in particular, have nearly all been left out,
because full references to the analogous passages in the
Smritis of Manu ( M.), Yajdavalkya ( Y.), Apastamba and
Gautama, all of which are generally accessible through the
medium of reliable editions and translations and are very im-
portant for a right understanding of the present work, have
been given in the footnotes to the translation.*

The Anukramanika has been taken from V%, with modifica-
tions and additions. '

The first lndex contains all the more remarkable terms
ccurring in the Vishnu-smriti, especially those terms ( inclu-
ding a number of epithets of Vishnu and of remarkable com-
- pounds ), which are either not given at all in the great Peters-
burg Dictionary, or to which it has become necessary, in the
translation and notes, to assign other, or more special, or more
closely defined meanings, than those given in that standard
thesaurus of Sanskrit words. The upwards of 370 words, of
which the Index is made up, will go far to prove that the
Vishnu-smriti is perhaps hardly less important for the purposes
of lexicography, than for the study of Indian Antiquities.t

* The Mantras are as a rule not explained by Nandapandita. Tor
some of them Dcvapﬁla's interpretations in the Kzghakaggi};y'a-bhzshya
have been quoted.

T The new meanings which have been asigned in the translation to
a certain number of terms in the final and introductory and two or
three other Vishnuitic chapters, might perhaps seem far-fetched and
objectionable from an European point of view. But their correctness
is warranted by the authority of Nandapandita, Saﬁkara, Sayana,
Devapila and other native commentators, whose statements have par.ﬁ-
cular weight for the interpretation of such modern and highly artificial
compositions as the Vishnuitic portions of the present work, For a
detailed attempt at distinguishing the modern accretions to the Vishnu-
smyiti from the original stock, see the Introduction to the Translati.on
( in Sacred Books of the East, vol. VII ),
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The most important among the words contained in the first
Index have been communicated by me at various times to Dr.
von Bé&htlingk, and will be found inserted in their places in
the hitherto pablished fasciculi of his new Dictionary; but it
has been thought advisable to annex, at least, as complete a
list of this kind as possible to the present publication, asa
full Index of all the Sanskrit words contained in the Vishou-
smriti would have far exceeded limits assigned to it.

The second Index contains the Pratikas of the Vedic
Mantras quoted or referred to in the Vishnu-smrifi. Those
places in the Samhitas and other Vedic works, where the entire
Mantras in question may be found, have been indicated in the
Notes to the Translation.*

It remains for me to express my sincerest thanks to Dr.
A. F. Rudolf Hoernle for his great kindness in charging him-
self with the final revision of each proof. I was not able to
correct the proof sheets more than once myself, because they
had to be sent out from India.
J. JOLLY.

Wurzburg, April 2nd, 1881.

*Cf. Vol. VII of Sacred Books of the East, Ed, Max Mullcre
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Iqusd amf 1 No; afiggeegm Kiath, Grihyas.
6. gqamiEi: « G2 7. enar (&tar), @z, fagsdt ( faa=h ).
fgafrmi V-t CL2; sot, guaiwr, wswkgdt v, See Kith.
Grihyas., and Kithaka XL, 4; Taitt. Samh. 1V, 4, 5, 1

8. wgaEifa VIt G2 saftasge G129, aawfm: Ck 2
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47. grar G2y, LXIX, 2. & @&l v. 3.
g, g Cb% wig from the C. 5. w&ran 7 gan =«
adt | Arqrer gaear ar1 G2 The last clause is from the C.

- |
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INDEX TO THE VEDIC MANTRAS

guoted in the Vishnu-smyiti,

This Index does not include short sacrificial formulas and invoca-
tions, and those Mantras which are quoted by their names only, such
as e, g. the Purushasikta, The last word or two words in most of
the Prati’kas have been supplied from the Commentaries of Nanda-
pandita and Devapdla (Kathakagribya-bhashya ), and from the Sam-
hitas, Brafhmar;nas, and Su'tras. Sce the references in the translation.
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AN ALPHABETICAL LIST

Of those terms in the Vishnu-smyiti which appear to be important
for the purposes of Sanskrit Lexikography.*

— 30— —
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#See the Preface.
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