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PREFACE. 

AT the suggestion of His Excellency Lord Ro}?erts, Com
mander-in-Chief in India, the following account of the mutiny 
at, and siege and assault of, Delhi _in - 1857 has been 
compiled in the hopes that it ,nay assist officers and 
tourists when visiting Delhi to become acquainted with the 
events of that memorable year. 

It consists chiefly of abbreviated extracts -from works 
already published, and the source from which the informa
tion has been derived is invariably given if\ \he margin. 

It has been made as short as possible, as visitors 
have not generally much time-. ·for'tl:!a~. and those who 
wish t~ __ st~dy· the histor~ -9L.~e 'l'h<ti¼(ti~"cln_y · will find 
full details m the .works qu_~~- . . · -.? _,.;. :;_.,. · 

Should there be any pr~fit from ·tnltsa1~·
1

·0£ tli~~pamphlet, 
it will be given to some fun~.for the·.benefi.t..of tJre ·i\i-my, prob
ably the " Soldiers' and_. Sailors'. f amiUe.$ --,tssociation," or 
Lady Roberts' Fund for ·'-'J:I~mes : ,~-; :the f!ills: and Officerst 
H ·t t ,, . '·•· . .. -osp1 as. · .. -. ,·-~--... ,. • 

DELHI; l 
The r;th September r892. · 

A. ·G. H. 

1"'] 

CAT AL O·G U ED 





LIST OF AUTH6°RS REFERRED TO, WITH ABBREVIATED 
REFERENCES TO THOSE WH,OSE WORKS HAVE -

BEEN QUOTED ~ROM. 

• 
A History of the Sepoy War in India.-(Kaye), vols. I, II, and 

~,11·: (K. II-4~.) Continued .by Colonel G. B. Malleson as a 
History of the lndian Mutiny," vols. I, II, and III (M. II-25) . 

·The .above have been republished in one work in six voiumes, 
with analytical index called a "History of the Indian Mutiny," by 
Kaye and M3:lleson, 6'vols. (K. and M. 111-:45,) C:olonel Ma!!eson 
has.also pubhshed a short history of the Indian Mutmy, called The 
Indian Mutiny of 1 857." 1 vol. [M. (S. H.) 32.] 

"History of the Indian Mutiny." By T. R. E. Holmes. x. vol. 
(H.-281.) 

"The Punjab and Delhi in 1857." By the Revd. Cave-Browne. 
2 vols. (C.-B. ·II-ig2 .) 

· Blue Bo.ok·; "King of Delhi's Trial and other Mutiny Papers." 
.2 vols. (B. '.B. n-45.) • · . · 

"Annals of the Indian Rebellion." t vol. (Out of print.) 
Compiled by N. A. Chick. (A. I. B. 22.) Kindly lent by Lord 
Roberts. · 

"The New Guide to Delhi." By Captain A. Harcourt. 1 vol. 
(A.H. 42.) 

" Hand-book to Delhi." By K. G. Keene. • (H. G. K.--42.) 

"Incidents in the Sepoy War, ' 1857-58." (Sir ,H. Grant.) 1 
vol. Compiled by Captain Henry Knollys from the Private Journals 
of General Sir Hope Grant. (G.-132.) 

"The Indian Mutiny of 1857." By Thornhill. · I vol. (T.-
1 .22.) 

'"Sele~tions from. ~he Letters, Despatches, and other State Papers 
preserved m the Military IYepartment of _the Government of India, 
1857-58.'' Edited by George W. Forrest. I vol. Kindly lent by Lord 
Roberts. · (S.-24.) 

~
1 Narrative of the Campaign in 1857 against the Mutineers of the 

Bengal Army and other Insurgents ~ssetnbled at Delhi.'' By Lieute
nant H. W. Norman, Second Assistant Adjutant-General of the . 
Army. . .(N .-42.) 

0 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

SIEGE OF DELHI 
IN · 

1857. 

In, 1'857, the year of the Mutiny, the native army in India 
numbered 2321224 men, whilst to watch it there were only 39,352 
British non-commissioned officers . and men. The relative strength 
of ·European to Native infantry in the three presidencies was as 
follows:-

Bengal 
Madras 
Bombay 

I to :.!4, 

1·.,1_6. 
1 ,; 9· 

Previous to 1857, wh~n almost the whole of the ·Bengal native 
arrny rose in rebellion, there had been many inconsiderable mutinies 
in all tbe three· presidencies, accounts of which will be found in the 
works quoted on the preceding page. . . 

From 1850 to 1857 all was ostensibly calm,· but for years author
ity had been so concentrated at ~rmy Head Quarters that the sepoy 
had been taught to regard, not his colonel, but the head of the army, · as 
his commanding officer, and had be~n encouraged to bring frivolous 
complaints against his officers at the half-yearly inspections. Lord 
William Bentinck in .1835 abolished flogging in the Indian army, 
~)though the punishment was retained for the British soldier! · Peti- 
tions, sent direct by all ranks of the native army to the Commander
in-Chief, were of everyday occurren_ce, and were received and acted 
on. The army had, as many na,tive ·officer:s said, "become without 
fear," and was ripe for mutiny. So many of the best of the European 
officers were taken away for staff employment, that those who remain
ed with the colours lost interest in their duties, and service with a 
regiment was looked down upon. .A colonel commanding had little 
power to promote, reward, or punish, and when he ventured to pro
nounce a decision, it was as likely as not that it would be appealed 
against and reversecl, y .. :· 

(G, 9,) 
(H. 54.) 

(H. 52.) 



(H. 53.) 

,, 

(tf• 94.) 

As to the causes of the Mutiny, some differences ~f ~pinion natur
ally exist, but probably the following embrace the prmc1pal =-. 

The constant extension of territory, thus causing the sepoy to serve 
further and further away from his home. . · 

The discontinuance of the special allo~ances ~iven for serv!ce 
beyond Indian limits as newly acqmred territory became in

corporated in British India. 
I ' . # 

The centralization of authority at Army Head Quarters result
ing in regimental officers having little power to reward or 
punish. 

··· The annexation of Oudh; from which province a very large portion . 
of the native army was r~Gruited,. and the · consequen~ loss of 

_ ~any privileges which the ~epo)'.' possess.~d, especially the 
right. o~ petition as regards ~1s private affairs. 

Sedition. stirred up bJ: the discontent~d Ba.~adur Shah, King o{ . 
Delhi, the NaBa, Sahib, the Rana of Jbans1, and others, espe
cially the M_oulvi of Fyzabad, all of :whom f~un~ . a w_illing ;tool 
at _ h'ancr in the native _ .a.1~mi., in which disciplihe_Ba4 .1:?¢~ome_ 
rela:li::~d and tlie ~en's m'in'd~ uns<:lt~led by _th_e _i'ntr<:>d:~c!~fo•* .s.~ 
the greas_ed cartridge-and the f~ble regarding bo11e dust, sal,a 
to have been mixed in the flour supplied to the troops. 

Lastly, 'the people generally had been prepared for, soll)e great 
event by the mysterious circulation from village_ fo village 
t.hroQghout the country of chupatt1"es (the flat' cake which 
forms the staple food of the Indian people). · · ·· 

8~fore the storm actuall_y burst, there were ~any signs of im
pending trouble, the chief being incendiarism, the , regular symptom 
Q(.p>,mj.qg mutiny. The 19th Na~ive Infantry at Berhampbre had in 
February ·refused to receive then~~. cartr_idges,. and had .be_en ·dis
ba!lded. The following month ~t Barrackpor~ L!~utenant Baugh, the 
ad1utant of the 34th Native Infanfry, had _ been cut down by a man 
~amed Mangat Pandi, who had procl~imed himself a mutineer w.hiist 
the _ m~n of the· quarte·r-gaard of th~ regiment lo'>kect on ~ith~ut 
!endermg_ ariy aid. This r~girrent also w.as disb~oded a few . weeks 
a~erwa;d~, . Early in April t~e 4~th_ Nativ_dnfantry had _s~own sig~;,, 
~ • ,,mutmy at Lucknow; while m May, JUst·befqre the oµtqreak ~ 
M~~t, the 7th Olide Irregular Cavalry at Lucknpw had re'lus·ea to 
recei,ve the_ new c~ttridge, and those w~? did not rup away w,heR: t~-e 
trcrop,s to •d1s8:rm tbem were brought agamst them had been made . tb 
lay down their arms. 

As to ~hether Sun:qax) ·_the 3_1st ·May 1357, was the _day fixed 
~-0r the mutmy _to comm~·~ce throughout the _Bengal ~rrny ?r -~~!: ~?Jte 
1s a gre,t confl1c;:t of op1mon, a~d th~. question can rievir be p~s1tive1y 
s.etyed _-; but the balanee of pr~bab1hty see m's in fav"bur 'of those who 
ma;Jnta_in that it ·was. Fort~natel_y· for the Britrsh . the· i:fal!ive fr9'dp·s 
at M~erut would not wait, but broke out on ' the unh Mat,· ·a:na 

; · 



before descrioin'g events,_at D_elhi, it i_s n~ce~sary to s~te w.hat _o-ccur
red at thlssta_tion, ,jtS miles: d~sta.nt, •£tom which the revolted reguneJ,BtS 
came to Delhi. · . 

At ~e~~~~- w~re tuartered-;- . , . . · . i . .. • . . ,. . • . ~ 
. T~~ C:i~h pr~goon Guards _(~~~b1neers) (~olonel 1-J. Jon~s). 

1st Battalion 6oth Rifles (Colonel). Jones). · · 
A tro~p of Horse Artillery (Major Tombs). · 
A light Fielcl<Battet-y tMajdr Scott). 
3rd (Native) Light Cavalry (Colonel C. Smith). 
n~h Native Infantry (Colonel J. Finnis). · 
20th Native Infantry (Major Taylor); 

' J)l'e. ~rigad~ 'o/a5 -C~rrim~il~e~ )ly Colonel Ar_chd,al,e W,'ilsoii; ~·~~-, 

' 

apd :MaJOr-Getletal ·w; He'Witt 'co·mma'I'lded the di'vision. ' . ' ' ' 

' G~;e;~~e~t had ~hortl ~ befo~~ i'ss~ed an o~der cha~ging the mode of cc .• s. l,-50.) 
!oa:dingthe r!fl_e, ah'd requiring the s~ldie~ ,t~ break o~ with his fingers, 
1nst~:a'Cl of·.Jn\;tng; the end of the cartridge. A parade of the ' 3rd 
:Lfght Caiya:l.ty was held on the 23rd · April for the purpose of · explaib:,-
ihg the n.~w· driU to the men ; but out o'f ninety troopers present on1ly 
five ·,voul.d_touchthe cartridges. The Commanding Officer expostulated 
and expl_arned that the cartridges were· not new ones, but ·exactly ·· th~ 
· ~a'trie ·39·they had b'een u~ng :all ,tlie ·season, while .the chang.e ,.in -the 
thatl'ner 'of loading· was introduced purely out . of consideration ,f~ 
t}leir scr"uples; but th:ey still · PC;rsisted. Th'e paratle was !'.li.smis~.~ 
a:nd th'e tna:tter rep<:>rted. Tne eighty-five men. ·were confiaed, tned 
hy a court-martial composed entirely of native officers, and aen.-
tencetl to periods·of imprisonment wlth hard labour varying from s~ to 
ten ye~rs. · 

, .i\ .ge11ep~J p~ra~~ Joci:~ I>,lace. o~ lh.e m.oi:n1n~_9.f · Hi~ ,9th tvf ff .:'!? (C.-B. 1--$8) 
~~tness th~ ·mep. 9emg ,,Pl~c;~~ , ~~ n:oq:> a1;)? 1H~F9hed ~Jf-•~o,.tlle, SlnI [M. ~~:]8 ·>· 
1~11.}wo rni!f::~ .from c~9t<?n~e11ts . . f'.b~ :frob~~rs .?J.. l:~e · ;3t8 L~glit 
Cavar\rY·, _lqpk~~ s;ql)eµ,, . a~~ 1J .~vas_,ev~dc!nt ~h,a~ the sepoys o.f tp.e 1Jtb _ 
and 20th Nabve Intantry ·sympatl11zed wil:n~beri1. · ,. (C.•B. 1-,53,) 

. . . . . . . . . ' 

:Next day, Sunday, wlien the residents and trpop{_ 'Yt',~I~ _i~ 
charc::b·, the ,men of the 3rd Ca~al_rX ga)loped to thejail ;in~ ,r~l-~_asmf 
:not oii1y _thei£.co!ll~ades,·~utth.e c1v~l,f>:nsonets ~s yve~l. S~l'l'lµl,~~n~c:>.1:l§W 
.the .seP,·~y~ ~ th? ,11th a~d 20th _hurued ft'o_m their llll,~~ lf'ftP~:ul,t~~µ,s 
disorder, a~d seized their ;arms ; the l;llCn of the ~otlJ .shpt .(;oJC?!!~l 
Fli~ni~;-d~ ~-he I :1 Itli, ~na :~:,thei: officers, . whilst SOtn~ "?f tg~ iSHl '~~~Irv ' 
went off ,to th·e bung~!ows 6f the officei;s,· · .~n.d sl3.!lg}1,ter~4 .. all w,1},l)tµ 
.they cduld: find.~ All thatriigbt they:.....;first, the :m\lti~oqs _sgJµi~ry ;.-th.~n 
the ga.ol:-birds1 aided ·by. tbe i.sc'um of :.the pop1,1latipn.;.,,-wer~ ab~olu.t~ 
maswri(,vf the sitliation , £61,c the ,~hgii~b ~uthQt:itie~;. civil ?;nd mjli~i:y, 
_tuk-en ; by surprise, Jiad · apparently lost : theh- ~hea~s r ~Qd., inst~~c:) .qf 
:P,rbfe~ti}'ig tlie officets 6£ the na~ive regi_rnents . ~a.d - .th~ir . f~.mJliK8, 
titatched :td :t)re gen'e~al p~a,de ~rqund a:~~ ba~~i ~~d .fl!~~ ~ivou~ 
-fop,.1:he·-rcnt~b.mder :ofl~he. iught,, , whilshitlic .mp.t1n~«,ts ma<l,e ,fqr ~~ltil, 
11111fflrsped ,by • the tC3araB1neer~ ah'd Ho~t AttUierr, . ·... .. · . .. . . . 

[M. (S . .k.) 
70.J 
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fM. (S. H.) ,·. Nor ~as any pursuit made . the next day, ·or at all; nor ·was a~y 
(c •• J~i~-56• attempt mad~ to put the authorities at Delhi on their guard I .. . 

57·> It is due to the I 1th Native Infantry to state that they had ' gdne 
[M. (S. H.) most reluctantly into the movement and did not fire on their · officers, 

71.] )Vhilst they. even protected . sev~ral ladies and childl'.en o.f the regi-
tf:M:J: .g~:~ ment, and es~orted them out of dange_r. It is believed that very few 

.. 

went to Delhi. · . · 

Now, to describe Delhi and the mutiny of the troops at that 
' station. · 

If the visitor will drjve.outof the city by the Mori Gate to the west, 
.he will strike the Ridge road, which runs along the crest of the ridge. 
Turning to the right along this road, .he wi_ll pass the monument erected 
·by Government · to commemorate the capture of Delhi. (The besieg-

. ina army subscribed one day's pay towards its erection, and the 
'G;vernment completed it at a cost of Rs. .i r 1400.) Next, along the 
ridge is King Asoka's pillar; then Hindu ,Rao's house, now 
used as a ~onvalescent hos:pital for . the ~British, tr0ops during and 
after the rams ; then the rums of an ancient observatory ; forth er 
on a ruined mosquco:, and about · . 1 ½ miles from the south 
.end of the ridge ·the _Flagstaff tpwer. From the top of this a 
·good view is obtainable. The visitor should) however, drive down' 
the road to the west to the old cemetery, and, on looking back 
towards the Flagstaff tower, he will see in front of him the old parade 
ground, where, chiefly to the north of the road, the . British troopi, 
were encampe,d during the siege. The ·ruined buildings to the 
east of the parade ground under the ridge are the old bells-of-arms, 
where the muskets of the native regiments were kept, company by 
_company. The men's barracks were in rear, hetween the bells-of
arms and the ridge, . and the officers' bungalows in rear agait:i. 
The Najafgarh ca_nal runs along the whole of the 'west of the position 
takan up by the British, but some batteries were · ,established to the 
west o{ the canal. The ridge itself is abciut 50 to 60 feet above 
the general level of the city, and runs nearly due north and south . 

Returning to the Flagstaff tower, and looking towards the river 
.Jumna, i.e., to the east, the ruins of ~ir Thoma~. Metcalfe's·house may 
be seert, artd to the south-east the City of Delhi and the Palace, now 

. generally known as the Fort. To the west is the Umballa or Kamal 
tba.d, which, about three miles bef?re reaching Delhi, forks into two: 

· ori'e, . the north road, leading past · the present encamping-eround . 
through a dip in the ridge (after crossing which it is called the Alipur 
road1, past the 9~cl r?-cq~et c9urf (~all all_ey) nnd Ludlow Castle, 
~now a~ .. hotel) to the Kash~1r . Gate; the. other; the south road, 
rhnning through ~µbz~e Mundee and Kishenganj, to ' th"e Rabul and 
Lahore Gates .C?f tb~ ,city.. , The, yisi~?_r mig~_f-dri~e fro_~ th~ -Flags~~ff 
tower dpwn the ·road to the east mto. tlie Ahpur road, ·and, .as he 
pi;9cee~s towards the city. _note Ludlow· Castle ori. l~is i-i'ght1 '~he 
Kli,udsia Bagh (Garden) on his left, and look at the miniature embra
_sures· built to· mark the ,position of batteries. Tliere are two of these 
lat.ter (right and left) in Ludlow Castle grounds indicating the .position ,, . 



5 
of No. II Breaching Battery, and one in the Khudsia :.Bagh, No. Ill - · 
Breaching Battery ; others will be found also on . the site of• t:he 
Samee house· battery on the ridge, near the Samee house, and 
of No. I Battery· (right) in the enclosure of the new police barracks, 
and (left} in the compound behind the house next the Sessions and 
District court-house. - · 

Entering the city by the Kashmir Gate {where a tablet will be 
found to commemorate the · gallant deed of Home, Salkeld, and 
:others, who ble~ in the gate at the storming of Delhi), the churc~ is 
passed on the left; then the Government school.; then the telegraph 
-office just beyond which is th!! gate of the old magazine, with a tablet 
.abov~ to the memory of Lieutenants ·wmoughby and Forrest, Conduc
'tor -Scully, arid their-brave companions, who so courageously defended 
·and blew up the magazine when the mutiny first broke out. The road 
then .runs under the railway (which, it must be remembered, did_ not 
exist in- 1857), after .passing which the palace, or fort, will be se~n 
to the left. · 

E~tering the fort by the Lahore Gate, the visitor can notice the 
Diwan-i-Am, or public hall of audience, which he will pass on his left, 
on: his~way to the Diwan-i-Khass, or privy council chamber, from whence 
may be obtained a good view of the river Jumna and the · iron railway 
bridge. This -latter, however; did n~t exist in 1857, the river at that 
time being spanned by a bridge made of the ordinary large country 
boats. There were then, too, no barracks in the fort, whic·h was 
occupied by Bahadur Shah, titular King of Dehli, and his enormous 
following. . 
· Leaving the fort by the gate by which he entered, the visitor will 

s_ee in front of him the Chandni Chauk, the princip~I sti;eet of Delhi, 
a.n? as he apprpach~s it . will <?b~erve the ':l}ighty ~~.ma Masjid, ?r 
Friday mosqu~, to his le£~. pnvmg do~n the Chandm Chau_k, he will · 
pass the Delhi Bank on his right, and will emerge from the city by the 
Lahore Gate. He should then turn to the right and drive along the 
road running outside the .. city walljast the· Kabul Gate, the North
West bastion, and the Mori bastion an gate, hack to the Kashmir Gate. 
He will thus gain a very good idea of the portion of the city wall which 
was attacked by the British troops, and be in a position to understand 
the event~ of the mutiny, siege, and assault, which wiUnow be brie-fly 
,described. • . · 

- . i_n i8571 the principal occupant o( the "Palace,'' or fort w·as 
Bahadur Shah, King of Delhi, the tw.entieth successor of' the 
illustrio;us Akba;. He was ~ing of Delhi in nan~e, and in name ·only. 
Three times durmg the previous century had Delhi been plundered and 
on one ·occasion the Emperor, old Shah ~lam, had been blinded, and the 

. city for~fifteen years occupied hy Mahrattas. In 1803 Lord Lake took 
Delhi, and.rescued the old emperor, who had since been maintained in * 
sple,n~ourand c?tnfort in the palace, within which his will was supreme; 
but his power did not extend beyo,nd. Bahadur Shah succeeded to the 
titular sovereignty of Delhi in is"37; He had the power of conferring . · 
title~ a!1d dresses of ho~~ur upon his own immediate retainers, but was [M. (S. JH.) 
proh1b1ted from exercismg that power on any others. He and the 7s-73• 
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l~eit-apparent alone were exempted from. the jurisdiction of -~e €om
pany's lotaleourts, buf we_re u~de~ rh'e o~ders o! th~ Stt.prer11e'. !([);-o,7:etrt
m~nt·. He was allowed to mamtam as many men m his service as he 
cbuld pay. llis pension was ·Rs. 1·,00,000 per m~nsem, besides revenue 
tcfthe ~motlnt of Rs. 11501000 per annum front cr?wn la.Ii?s .!n _the 

(B. B. ~.-94.) neighbourhood of Delhi, and ground rents of houses m the city itself. 

_ ]'p,,e. fe,t:lings of the ~ing and _his. £11:mi!y ~:1~ for so~~ ti~.e ~
1
e,e~ 

co~~~d~:abfy ex_cited f~~.i_nst t~e Indla? G_o_vernmen~ _re~~r?i~d }i~e 
s11b-'c·e'ss1on to the · tnt'one; His favourite wife had tried to secnre it 
fo'r her son, Jiwan Bakht; but Fakr-ud-din, the eldest survivihg ~o'n, 

... ~~'1 bee·n· 't~!! ~ckn_o~l-~~&~? heir;apparen~ . . 1T~e latter,_ howeve~, d~~d 
· f~} ~~6, wb_en Lor~ Canni!1g de'c1d~~ to rec~~mse the ne~t. elde_s_t! ~vh"!> 
._a!gree·~ to re.~01;m~~ the ,title of Icing. Ba~a'dur Sha~, ,h1s c_o_urtie~s1 ~ff 5:~_ns, hi~ _fafourite_ w_ife,"ahd his dep~:X,.darits khe.~, fh~~~~~re; tfi~t 

[M. (S. H,) 
7~-76.J 

LM, (S. H.) 
78.J 

(M. (S. H.) 
78.] 

- on the old. kmg' s death the house of Taimut. would be n,u~bled. to the 
d'ti'st. · '1t ~'annot then b~ · won1

dered at that' · they wef~ r~adf t6 
strike a blow for the restitution of the family ijonors, and to · 'cou;t 
c;l~ath rather than sµbmit to such disgrace. · · 

Attached to the citadel, and repr~sentirig .British i_i:1terests at the 
_palace, we·re Mr. Fras·er·.a~d the commandant of the Palace GuB:rds, 
·ca'ptain Douglas. In cantonments ·· on the ridge :were quarf:ered 
_tlie 38th, 54th, and 74th Native Infantry and a battery of · "native 

, artillery, the whole being under the command of Brigadier Graves. 
There were no British 'regiments at Del_hi. · · 

On the morning of the 11th ,May, the day after the 9utbrea~ at 
M~~rut, a brigade parade was held _to,read fo tlie troops the p'.t9.cee~
irigs '.of the court-martial on 'lshi:iPand;i, the mutinotis ,natiye offi~'~r o.f 
B.ti!rackpore, and. sighs of sy,mpathy ~vith "him lw~re ~~~~cte_~. '}Jere 
was., however, no ove_rt act, and the parade was d1sm1ssed as usl,ial. ft 
_¥,db~~q·uently t:an~pired t_hat thr ey,~'nin~ be~o~_e , ~o~e se_p9y~·, f,rpip 
Meerqt qad amved m,the Imes, aµd bait <::o,~ml,lDI<i:atedfO the feg1mept~ 

-~t-Delhi tlie intentions of the nat_i?e bti~ade at that station. . 

M~anwhiie the sepoys of'the· revolt~ci Meer\lt regiments, heided 
.~Y :We tr9.~p

1
et~ of_ !,h~ 3rd L,tih,t Cavalry, . h~d duri_ng ~he ~hi-hf hM~ 

tenea to tfelhi, ,vhich they- sighted at sunrise. Crossing th~ Jumna 
by the . bridg~-of-l?oats, havi~g cut down th~ to_ll-keeper and sfairi ·:a 

-so-!it'~ty_ E·nghshih'an _w~om they met, they hasten~d to the' palace of 
the ki"ng an~ . dai'nouted for_ a.!1 mi~ance;_ declaring that ~M~ hatfkill~~ 
tfte. Ettglish at Meetut and had come to fight for tbe true faith. · · · · 

' .. ..... -- . . . . ' ' . 

B B. t.- . . ~aP.tain' Douglas "".anted to go . . down .~nd spe~k ·.to t?~m, but 
< • 98 ) was dissuaded l>y the krng, -and c'ontented ,himself with ',!!ntermg the 

~ ~e'ranchth · and ord~ring· tliem to 'depart. The ' meri, however1 scornfulty 
d-efi~d him; atid . t'~j, sepoys of the · ·~u::it~ . furnish~d by- the 38th 
Native lnf~ntry adn11~te1 _the!11· :O~ce .?~s1de _the fort,. they made 
sh'ort ~ork of: every E~~l1sh~an th:et found. · · 

I 
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. );!1~:ri:9,~t cJp~p Mr. g,~~~t 9fptai~ ., Qofgl~.s, :~~fr .l~e~. ¥.r, J5~: 
njpg~ ~~ cn~,e.lam, h.i~,d~1,1ght~r, ~n

1
d.Miss, <;:i~ffqrd, a.yo~~~ 1~,d,y .l!tay)t~J~ 

\Vfth th'~ni. . ~r. Hut9'1inso~, th~ collectoi:, also fell a :~ncttm to . P\9J:~ 
b;y:~ar~ty. The kin~'s followers joined rn th~ slaughter. qufs.1~~ 
t~e pal3:ce ~he carnage w~s greater, The pelh1 ~ank w~s attack~d1 
aijd Mr. .Beresford, the manl!,ger, and his family, after a g~llap.t 
de'fence ,vere ali slain. The Deilr,i (;azette Press ~nd its. inmates met th~

1 
sa~e _fate. Every house, in fa~t,. occupied by Eurppea~s.' or 

Eur~l!tfLns, ~as attack.ed1 ~,nd every Christian upon wpom ha;n~s . C_?uld 
be l~icl was killed. There was no mercy, an_d there was no quarter. 

[H, (S. H.) 
77-78.] 

_ . Meanwhile in cantonments matters were not going much b~ttcr. 
The oJH~~rs \'\,'hO tiad retui:'n_ed ' fo their,·qiiar~ers after the brrgacf~ 
pat~?~ ~e.re startlei;l by liearin~ that t~~ troops _ at ~eifrtff ~¥~ 
muhnied, and t~at the a~vance guard of tqem, the 3rd Cavalry, had 
ga.119.pe·q across· tbe bridge info OelhL T,ljey1bel'ie~ed1 however; t4~fit 
,v~s diily an .isolated mutiny, and e_xpected that, whrlsl their own brigad~ 
,vould sh<>w them a bold front, the Carabineers aria 6otq. Rifles wotilcl 
ass'ail tlie muti'neers from the . rear. • With a light 'heart, theii", t'ne 
office·rs of the 54th Native Infantry and of the · battery of Artille'ry 
accompanied their men towards the city. On their arrival at the 
gates, howevr.r, the men of the 38th Nath•e Infantry- at the main 
gua'.r.d· near the Kashmir Gate set the example of revolt, and refus~d 
to Jfi.r~ on the mutineers, while some of the . 54th. fired in the air, 
and some on their own officers. The 74th Native Infantry was the:n 
led down from cantonments; and halted at the main guard; wheti a 
terrible explosion occurred. 

. [n t)!e· heart of the city, "'.here· the post-office ne>w stan!ls, wa:s 
tfe great magazine full of .munitions of war. •Jn it that mo1min.g 
were Lieutenant Gebrge vVilloughb}·, who was in char-ge; Liegtenants . 
Rorrest and Raynor of the Ordnance and Comll)issariat Departments; 
Conductors Buckley, $haw, .Scully, .al!/,d Cro:W; ;,tnd Sergec.l!nts $q.wards 
~,nd S~~war,t. HayiV;g,Qe:en informed about 8 o'clock hY: ·Sir Theopl;tilu~ 
Metcalf~, the Magistrate of D.elhi, that the mulineers had ,li>een admitted 
to the p.alace, Wi~~oughby at o~t:e realised _the situation and prepared to 
render t~e magazine as defe)l51ble as P?ss1ble. The gates were cJose,cj 
a~d .barr1c.aded,_ guns were place? _at sahent poin~s and double cba.rgr;d 
w1t}1 .grape, whilst a central po_s1tion _was e_stabhshed, the artillery f1:o.m 
which could bear upon any pomt which might be forced. Arms were 
s~rved out to the subordinate w.orkns (who were aJl qa~ives) in· the 
hopes that they w~uld be _faithful, . bu~ they. refused ~o obey aniY 
orcJ;I'.!i, Then, knowmg that ,twas quite tntposs1ble to r~stSt for lqi;ig -~ 
serio~s ass.ault, and resolved that the v~luable contents of the magaz.imr 
shoul? not, if they could h:IP it, faU into the l)ands of t"be Qu:eeii•~ 
enemies, these gallant Enghshmen caused a train to be laid com·
ml¼ni~~~ing wjth the powder magazine, and awaited the atta.ck · . 

!)i"ts ,"'!1~ ,Mt_lonlg 9elc1,y~~- ... Th~ ki~g, or some one on his behalf 
~!l:~~~{, ~-7P,L4.e>,wn scapn~ la?d~rs,.J?esy WC::r.e erect~d ~g;i.iii$ft;h'e· w,~i~·~ 
wht~~~,p.p,~ 1the .'Y~ll!<r: _of tfi~ native ~~taphsl)µ,tent chip.be~. OY~.r aµd 
ij~sertecl to the assailants, who cons1s~ea cluefly of the s~pb)fs<i th~ 

[M. (S. H,) 
78-7p.) 
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uth ~nd _ 20th _Native Infantry from Meerut. · A long and gallant 
defence was ma:de, and Forrest and· Buckley w~re disabled; then, 
seeing that further resistance was hopel'ess, ,vmoughby gave the 
order_ to fire the trafo. None expected to survive, and Scully and four 
of his · comrades were never seen ·again. Willcr1~ghby and Forrest, 
however, reached the Kashmir Gate, whilst Raynor and Buckley also 
escaped with their lives. Hundreds of the attackers were killed. 
This explosion occurred about four o'clock in the afternoon, and 
indi~ated to the rebels that for the moment mutiny had triumphed. · 

Simultaneously with the destruction of the magazine, the sepoys 
... o{. the 38th Native Infantry at the main guard fired a volley into 
- the group of officers near them, and killed several. The rem~inder, 

taking with them some ladies-and women who had assembled at the 
gµard-house, effected their escape through an embrasure in the 
bastion which skirts the adjoining courtyard,. whence, dropping into 

[M. (S, H.) the ditch, and_ as_cending the op~osite scarp, they g~ined the glacis, 
· 79,:8:,.] • and made lhe_1r way through t~ Jungle, some to cantonments, and 

others towards Metcalfe's house. 

. - In the meantime the troops in cantonments had refused to ~ct 
against the mutineers, and had become very excited ; but they were few 
in numbers, consisting of only two guns of DeTeissier's battery, the 
38th Native Infantry, and some of the 74th Native Infantry. All- the 
officers, ladies, and families had collected at the Flagstaff tower, in 

, front of which the guys had been placed. The bearing of the sepoys 
(C 

8 
· ) was changing, a·nd it was clear that in any attack they would join 

·• •.73-74. their brethren against their European masters. The h~at was 
intense, and the place crowded with ladies, children, · and servants. 
All thoughts were turned towards Meerut, but no succour came. To 
hold out was hopeless ; flight alone was possible ; so, when the explo
sion at the magazine had taken place, it was d~cideo to retire as best 
(qey could. The retreat became general. Captain DeTeissier, drew 
off his two guns, and men, women; and children sallied forth, alike· 
those who had been at the Flagstaff 'tower all day, and those who 
had but just arrived . from the main guard. For three or four miles 
the guns and tumbrils were kept together, but during the night they 
dropped behind and joined the mutineers. Fortunately the sepoys of 
the 38th Native Infantry, though defiant and insolent, did not oppose 
the retreat; in fact, they urged Brigadier Graves and his brigade-

.,., major, who had remained behind, to follow the others. Before 
-leaving, an effort was made to blow up the magazine to the north of 
the old cantonment; but the guard would not permit this, and all the 
powder fell into the ha1~ds of the mutineers. 

It was now nearfy sunset. All had dispersed in carriages and 
quggies, on horseback and on £opt. Their sufferings were .terrible. 
Crouching in by-ways, wading rivers, carrying their children as best 
they could, enduring the ,maltreatment of villagers-hungry, thirsty, 

(C.-B. scs.s1-v and ~eary"'"'":many perished by the way, whilst some succe~ded in 
. escapmg'' to Meerut, some to Karnal, others to Umballa. The 
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behaviour of°"the women was such as to make the men pro_~d of their 
companions. As one instance out of many1 the following account .of [ M. (S. H,) 
the escape of Mrs. Wood and· Mrs. Peile is quoted from the "Annals · 83.] 
of the Indian Rebellion" :-

" A party, consisting oI Dr. Wood, his wife, !.\Irs. Peile, and three 
or four officers and ladies, escaped towards Karna! from Delhi ; the 
ladies i~ a buggy, and the doc-tor, . who was seyerely wounded, in a 
palanqum. · · 

"After they had proceeded a short di~tance, some villager~ st6J?ped 
and threatened them, and they were obliged to return and hide in a 
garden, the owner of which pr!)mised them shelter. 

'' However, a ban.cl of villagers discovered them, 'beat and .robbed 
them, broke their conveyances, and took away their horses. The party 
then started afresh, walking, for Karnal, begging food from the vil
lagers, and greatly impeded by the care of Dr. Wood, who was quite 
disabled by his wound. At some villages they were kindly· treated; 
at others, insulted and refused shelter from the sun. On the sixth day 
a friendly Rani gave them a temporary refuge, but sooil withdrew her 
protectioh on finding that-her people were displeased. Thus driven 
forth, the fugitives were joined by two other officers, and marched on, 
suffering great hardships from thirst, -and :walking barefooted over 
sand and thorns. At Gowsowlee the natives gave them food, and 
m<?Unted them on mules, which carried them until they met an escort -
sent out by the Maharajah of Patiala to protect them. Later on the 
party were able to -travel by ordinary bullock train · to Umballa, 
and thence, tliough with great difficulty, . by dogcart to Kalka, at 
t~e foot of the -Simla Hills. It was eleven days before Dr. Wood had (A. I.R.) 
his wound dressed by a medical man. During all this time the fugi-
tives · suffered terribly, being compelled to drink water out of muddy _ 
tanks, robbed of their · valuables and even clothing, and bruta'lly 
insulted by almost all the natives they came across." · 

M~anwhile, immediately _artiund . 'th~ impe/ ia1 ~ity, . rebellion 
'Yas tr~iimphant. S?me fifty Ch_risti~rts, Eur<;>pea.ns a~d Euras_ians, "'.ho 
hved m DaryaganJ, · the Enghsh quarter of the city (now occupied 
by the native regiment, its officers, and staff officers), had taken 
~efuge in on~ of th_e strongest houses of the qua~ter and barricaded 
themselves. Their asylum, . however, was speedily stormed and the [M. {S.H.) 
defenders dragged to the. pa:lace, where they were lodged in an· under.; S4.] 
ground apartment without windows, and with only orie door~ Five 
days later they were . taken out, led to a courty~rd, arid massacred. 
After that-i6th May;-not a single Christian re';Ilained in Delhi. . 

THE MARCH TO DELHI, 

General Anson, ·th~ Commander-in-Chief, was at Simla when 
the news . of the revolt · at M!i_erut , a:nd ·Delhi reached him; , Lord 
Caiming, the Governor-GeneraT, was· in Calcutta; Sir John. Lawreµce, 
the ·chief Cdmmidsioner of the · Punjab, was at 'Rawal .Pindi; and 
Mr. Robert. _Moptgo·mery, the · Judicial Commi_ssioner, was _a.t La:~ote,, 



· . IO .. 
AH i;ecognjseq at-oi;1ce that the safety of India depend.:d : 01'. the re_· 

. t~k.ing, of Qelh\ ; but space does not permit of any descripb~n m deta1I 
· o( tli,e meru;qres a~opted for the despatch of a force for this purpose. 

Suffice it to say, that General Anson set out on the 25th May from 
Umballa with the following troops:- · 

gth I..,ancers (Colonel Hope Grant), 450 sabres. 
75th F'oot (Colonel_ Herbe~), 800s1rong. _ 
-ist- Bengal European Regiment (Major Jacob), Soo strong. 
2nd Bengal European Regiment (Colonel Showers), 55° str0 ng. 
Two troops of Horse Artillery (Majors Turner and Money). 

C,•B _!._) 6oth Native Infantry (Co\onel Seaton). 
( 1111-12 Qr\~ !lquadron, 4th Native Cavalry (Colonel Clayton). 

Orders had been sent _for tb_e Meerut· Brlg~de to Join at Baghpat, 
one march frorQ. Delry1; this would inci;eas.e th_e fol'ce, ~y. -two 
sguadro~s of the Ca~abmeers, a wing o{ tbe 60th Rifles, Scotts Light 
Field Battery,. T~mbi troop of _ Hor:~~ Art.ille_ry, a.nd some ~.appers. i 
also two 18~pounder' guns mi;inned by Eµropeans ;~nd some . ~r:gular 
xiauv'e 'horse. General Anson,. however, di~5i "'Qf <:holera. at: Katnal 
on the 26th, a\}9 _was succeed~d. by g~n~ta,.1' -ija(?ard, .who ·moved 

[M: (S. H.) forwarfth~ fpllowmij d~y apd _rea~hed. Alipl.\f, 1.~ u11l~ from µelhi, _.on 
np,20.] the 6~h]une, not having waited for_ th.e siege traw, wl\,ich was following 

fro.m L\\ahi.µia. · . . . 
' : ht the meantime the Meerut ,Brigade, under ·Briga?ier-General 
Wilsqn, set out from Meeruton the 27th for Baghpat, and m three days 
reached the town of Ghazi-ud.din Nagar about a mile from the · }lift 
hank of the r.iver Hindan, ~v9ere it met,' fought, and defeated a con· 

S ) siderable body .of thE: mutmied sepoys. 'fhe intense heat, hbweve~, 
[~~~24.f · . pr;e~ented the follow mg up Qf the •victory, a;IJ.d the next day the sepoys 

returned .to the battle ground, and again attacked· General Wilson's 
fo1;ce. A fierce artillery combat lasted for two hours, after which 
General Wilson ordered a · general a~vancE!';. which . the · sepoys· 
did not await, . but retreated to Delhi. Next day the Sirmoor 

['M. (S. H.) 
3-] 

( C.-B. 316.) 

Battalion'of Gurkhas, under Major Charles Reid, arrived in camp from 
Aligarh,. a~d 100 more of the 6oth-.Rifles came from Meerut. The 
brigade · then halted for orders, which arrived on tM 4th, and on t}:le 
6th · it inarched _ to Bag~put T_he followihg day, tl):e_ ·7th, it · effected 
the desired junction with the Umballa force, under Genera.LBaniari:l, 
at Atipar, the_ s_iege train being- cl~se behind. ·· · . . .·... · · 

. . · 0n th~ 8th,. G~~eral Ba~~ard ;dva~ced. i~-"th~ early morning 
£1,atn Alipur ta attack the· rebels at BadH-ki-Sarai,. 6 miles to • the 
north of Delhi, where they had taken up a strong -posit~oh amori~st 
groups Qf old house.s_ ~nd -walled gardens, Day was 3ust dawnmg 
when . Bainard came : m sight of the position and epened-·fir-e. The 
fact that the enemy's artillery was of heavier calibre thi:m that which 
Barnard ·had sent to the £r9nt ~~ ~qon: dts~l-Q~ed, so he ·ordered the 

7 5th Foot a~d 2nd. E~rop_eans to_.cl)arne the rebel a' J~u~s •• The onslaught 
was splendid; hn;t the rebe~s di? not_~inclt. Whils~ th~s struggle for 

, tl\l!, guns was g~ng on, _Bngad1er-Gen~ral G_raves'· bttgade attacked 
tM: e~~~y's _1e£t, and .Hope Grant, with the cavalry a,nd horse ateillery, 

[M. (S. lt,) appeared on their re~r,: upon which .the rebels- fell . b~c,k; -_<;oust~n!lY 
,as,] , cllMg~d -by the cavalry, ancl 6-red on by the arh11ery, they retired, 
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. .. . . ' 
baffled anci-hu_m_iliated, witbiii the walls of the city-: · 8a:rna'r~· a:~ one~ :: 
push~d on against ~he enem_y occupying the· ridge 'overlooku~g Delhi, . 
se~d1ng Graves' brigade, with Money's · troop of · horse arttl l~ry, by ; 1 the left road from Azadpur, and Showers' brigade, with the c_av_alry ic.-B.Jii·) 
and the rest of the artillery, by the riaht road • whilst the Sirmo~r 
~attalion made a frontal attack. ~~e O 

enemy ;ere -driyen; from t ,e 
ndge by Graves' and Showers' bngades which met at Hm_du Rao s 
_house, after which Ge1:eral Barnard ·en~amped bis force m the old 
cantonments and occupied the position he had won. General Graves , 
who }lad been the last to turn his back on the Flagstaff to~e~ on }~e 
evening of the J l th May, was amongst the first to enter it• aoain 
on the 8.th June, re-captured by his column. Barnard and his, men_ 
h~d ?<:>ne good wor_k on t~at eve.ntful day. He.had driven the enemr, 
within t~1e. walls with a }<?s.~ to ,them of about 350 men, .~6 gun~, a?-tl 
som~ serviceable a:m~1;1mt1~m .. He ha~ -gained and occupied ~he fine5t 
poss1b~e base ~f op~~at~_ons agamst the city-.:.a position o_pen in _rear . to 
the_re-1nforcements wh1_ch he hoped to receive, wliilst command mg .the-
p_Ia~n:. right up to.the wa11_s. All this had not, however, been ac~ompl_ish-· 
ed W1thput loss. The killed and wounded ·amounted to 137,. among5t 
_t:he f?rmer being Colonel Chester, Adjutant-General of the ar.my. .. ' 
'_ The rebels, · moreover, did not seem disposed to allow ari undis-
p'llted possession of t~e. ridge; for by 2 o'clock they opene1 a -~eavy 

. cannon~de on the position, and attacked the- right flank, where ~.ome 
gun~ were brought ·out to play upon· the •camp. The at!ack wa~ 
re~ulsed and one of the gui1s captured. · By evening the camp _was 
qu~et, '"':ith the exception ~£ the ~~nn_onade, which continue~ -~11. ~ught. 
The · J?omt~ .taken up. along the~ ridge were the Fl~gsta~ to~~r ?~. the 
left, _held by a strong 1?fan!r}'.' p1cqu~t ; Hin du Rao' s b _ou~~ on the_ r1gnt-? 
st~ongly _held by ~he ~irmoo~ Gtirkhas and two companies o_f tn7 6o~h 
1{1fles ; anot~er mfantr:r_ p1cquet at a large ~osque! about i:rudway . 
bet~een ; while. on the nght flank a · mound command1?g . the ~uJ;>z<:e (C.-B. 1 
Mu!'.1d1::e su~ur_b w'.1.~ held ;by a strong picqµet with guns and :a_valry. "iia:ij•) 
The cana!, wh_1ch r:an/~.lo_?~ t~e- rear~ was watched by cavalry p1cquets. 

On the morning of.the -9th Jime the Guides·; a corps _composed ~f 
cav:i,-lry and infap.tty .u~der Colonel Henry Daly, arrived !n camp. This . , . • 
-re~ment had marched m 24 days .from the Purija_b, ~ d1s~nce <?f 580 
nules. They mustered three troops of cavalry: and six companies of 
infantry, and within three hours of arrival were engaged with the enemy, 
for t!1e cannonade hatl been going on all night, -a,11d in the·afternoon_th~ 
mutmeers moved out of the Lahore Gate in force and made -a d;etermiMd 
ad-vanc.e on ~he right ~ank. In assisting to rep~l the attack,, ,t!1e Gu!~e! 
P.~-shed on m pursuit through the Subzee Mun.dee and K1sbenga0,J 
right up to the walls of the .city. ln this affair Daly., .Hawes,. ~nd 
Quintin . Battye of . the . Guides were wounded the;latter rnPrJc1.Uy $.(), (C.-B. I.-
The. brave boy died with_ a Latin quotation on 'his tongµe-:-:ll D\llce et 3ag.) 
decorum est pro . pa.tria mori." . · 

Before describing th~ subs~quent operations, ·it Will-be ~ we:11::~() 
lookat_ th~ relative sifoations ofthe Gomba.taots, :and, H1 of..d~~ to :tintl:ec
~tand this deatly, the visitor-is i'etomminded tcY consult a.ti ~xcetle11t 
~Ian of the· British P?sition drawn in the Quarter ~ast~r General's 
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Lord· Roberts, the pres;nt Commander~\n-Chief, was 
. office ; Maste~ General, and now_ pl_aced in the ~emor1~l Monum~nt 
guarte lb" Institute. It shows d1stmctly the·various points occupied 
a:od ~Bri~ish, and gives the sites of batteries and picquets, with their 
bY, th ts lines of fire, and garrisons. · 
·armamen , . 

Th Ci~y of -Delhi lies on a plain on the right ban~ ·of the river 
. _eit is surrounded on three sides by a lofty stone ~all, 5½ miles 

Jumna , h"le the fourth, about a mile . and a quarter in length, runs 
[M. (S. H,) long, left~, and is cover~~ ~Y, the river. At the _north-eas_t angle is 

!a78.] parafl t f Selimgarh, ad1ommg which to the south is the main fort or 
t~e ,or olace having very high walls of red sandstonf:, ne~rly a ~ile 
kmg: P:alf i~ circumfer~nce. The gates of the c1ty~ m addition 
a~_d ose already descr_1bed, wer_e on the west and south the 
to t\ I{hana. , -Ajmir, Turkoman, and -Delhi Gates; and on the east, 
F3.1:a.s the river, the Kh:yrati and Rajghat Gate;· Th~ walls had 
facmg t engthened by Enghsh engineers and _provided with perfect 
bee~.s r defences. Round them ran a dry ditch some 25 feet in 
fla.:ad~f and somewhat less than 2 0 in depth, the counterscar~ being 
br then slope of easy descent, rnuch worn A sort of glac1s also 
an ear •t • · d · xisted. The Cl_ y was _g_arnsone by about 40,000 s_~poys, a~med 

[M. (S. H.) 
!a79-l 

[M.(S. H.) 
. a8o.] 

e d' •plined by the British. Its walls were armed. with I 14 pieces 
and isci bl' f b · ·t· of heavy artillery, capa e. o emg supplied with ammum .1?n from 
the magazine, th: larg:st m the upper provinces. In :Ldd1tion, the 
rebels had abo~t sixty pieces of field artillery with well drilled gunners. 

To take t~i; stron~ly defende~ city
1 

the English general. had 

b Ut 3 000 British soldiers; a battalion of Gurkhas the Corps of Guides 
a O ' . f ( h ' d) d ' some remnants o_ se_p?ys w ose fidelity was not assure , an twenty 
field guns. _The_pos1t10n h_e had taken up on the ridge ~as rath~r more · 
than two miles m length, its left resting upon the Jumna, some three 

. or four miles ab~ve Delhi, while its right extremity approached the 
-' Kabul Gate at a distance of about a thousand yards. The rea-r was 

open, and a good supply of water was obtainable from the -Najafgarh 
canal, A branch of _the Kamal road led through t~e old cantonment 
to the gates of the city on the north, whilst the mam road ran through 
Subzee Mundee to the Kabul Gate. The camp was pitched to the 
north of the left and centre cif the ridge, and parallel to it, being 
concealed from the view of the enemy by the houses of the officers 
of the Delhi brigade and the trees. The weakest part of the position 
and that nearest .the city, was the right where the enemy obtained 
much shelter from the · houses and w~lled gardens in the suburb 
of Subzee Mundee and the villages of Kishenganj_ and Paharipur. 
The Flagstaff tower, an old. mosque, Hindu Rao's house, and the old. 
Obsetvatoy were all occupied. To the east, but somewhat south, of 
the Flagstaff tower was Metcalf e's house near the Jumna, with sub-

. stantial outbuifclings and a mound in rear: 'Between that house and 
the city was an o_ld summer palace of . the Mogbal sovereigns, called 
.Khudsia 'Bagh, with lofty gateways and spacious cou'i"tyards (now in 
Jµins) i whilst on tlieroad, which leads from the north end of the ridge 



to the ·Kashmir Gate, wa:s Ludlow ·castle, and near the river, between 
the Khudsia Bagh and the Water gate, was another large house dose 
to the city walls. 

General B~rnard considered, when he surveyed the city and the 
country ·between it and the camp on the 9th June that he had done 
rightly in not following the rebels within the walls two days previous~y i 
but he knew what was expected of him and that Lord Canning 
and Sir John Lawrence we're of opinion that short work might be [M. cs: H) 
made of D.elhi. An assault was therefore ordered for the I 2th, but 270 & 28.j 
abandoned at the last moment. It was fortunate that it was, for 
after events proved that, even had the gates been carried,· the force 
.was not nearly strong enough to hold the <:ity-. 

G I R 
, ume [M.(S. H.) 

· On the 14th June enera eed · arrived in camp to ass 282.J 
command ; but,·· ?wing to i!l-health, he. did_ not supersede Barnard, and 

that officer contmued to direct operations till his death . 
. . . The question of a coup de main W~S discussed· for several ·days, 
but on the 18th it was rlecided to wait for reinforcements. . . · · · · th [M. (5. H .) 
, . In the int.erval there ,vas a great deal of fighting. On the 12 283.) 
the ~ebels attacked the British camp ~n front and ~ear,, but were 
driven back and pursued through the grounds of Metcalf~ s house t? 
the walls of the city; a picquet being posted at the house and communi-
cations· established with it from the Flagstaff tower. 'The same day 
attacks made upon Hindu Rao's house and the Subzee Mundee were 
repulsed. A regiment of irregular cavalry, however, went over to the 
enemy. 

On t~e 13th another . a~t:3-c~ was repulsed, and .on the 17th 
the -besiegers took. the imbabve, their advance bemg led most 
gallantly by Reid, of the Gurkhas, from Hindu Rao's house, and by 
Tombs, of the Ho~se Artillery, from the camp.· A ·battery, which .the 
·enemy w~re erectmg, was destroyed, and the rebels driven back into 
the city. The fire fro·m their ~eavy guns was, however, so heavy that 
the success was not completely followed up. 

_ On the 18th, the day on whic_h the decision not to attempt a co.,,f> 
de mat"n .was arrived at,. the rebels ,yere re-inforced by t he ?1utimed 
sepoy brigade from ~.as1rabad. . On its arrival they ~aiµe out 10 force, 
and atta~ked the British camp m rear. The Joss was heavy on bot}l 
sides, and night fell upon a drawn battle, the rebels maintaining their 
position till early morning. · · . · 

· On the. 23rd June, ~he anniversary of Plassey, and the day foretold 
as that which would witness the downfall of British rule the rebels 
mad~ . a sup~eme. effort to verify_ the prophecy. Fortunately the 
English had received that day a remforcement of abofit ·850 men ·and 
four horse ~rtillery guns: The right bore the brunt of the attack 
-and main tamed thei~ position ; but it was ?nly as night fell, and_ a~ter 
most ·desperate fightmg, that the rebels retired. ·· · 

On the 24t~ Neville Ch~mberlain arrived from Lahore t~ 3:5su¥1e 
the post of Aa1utant-General, and reinforcements raising the effective 
strength ·of the British force to·6,6oo men were' received from the [M. (S. H.) 
Punjab. · The tebels too .had their share' of good fortune, .for ,on the 283

·1 



, 
· nt and 2nd. July the Bareilly .Brigade, consisting of four :re·giments 
of infantry, :one of cavalry, · a· horse battery, and two post guns, 
marched in. It was commanded by a suba~ar of artillery, Ba~ht 
Khan by name, who was almost at once nominated Commander-in• 
~hief of ~he rebel forces in the city. .. · ' . · . 

Meanwhile the arriv~l of reinforcements within the camp had 
revived the question of assault. Plans were arranged, and _the 3rd 
July W;lS decided upon for the attempt; but information tliat th_e 
rebels contemplated a serious attack.that very day caused its post
ponement. · 

Early on the moming of the 3rd Colonel Baird•Smith arrived from 
~~·~Wil·)._ Roorkee to take his plac~ as senior officer ~£ Engi~eers. · . 

On the 4th General Barnard was seized with cholera, which 
carried him off on the 5th; and General Reed succeeded to the com
mand. Baird-Smith had suggested to Barnard the advisability of. an 
assault ; · but before the proposal could be con~idered, Barnard was 
dead, and Reed meditated so long that the opportunity passed away. 

On the 9th July the rebels. made another grand ;;i.ttack in force, 
but were driven. back, after a lo~s of 23.3. men killed and wounded on 
the British side. In r~.p~lling this attack, James Hills, 'Of th~ Artillery 
(now Sir James Hills•Johnes), behaved v.•ith greafga.llalltry, and. was 

·badly wounded. Indeed, had it not been for the gallant conduct of 
his commanding officer, Major Tombs, who rushed in aud shot a man 
who was about · to cut him down, he would have been killed. For 
this both Tombs and Hills afterwards received the Victoria Cross, · 

· (N. 445.) Five days· later the rebels attacked Hindu Rao's house, but, after a 
hard fought encounter they we_re driven back by . a column under 
Brigadier Showers, which moved into the Subzee Mundee about. 3 P.M., 
and' forced them to withdraw their 'field artillery and to retire into 
th_e ~1ty. On this occasion, notwithstanding-that they sufferl!d hea\'\ly 
frotn the grape fired from the city, our men pdrstied the enemy to 
within 600 yards of the walls. ou·r loss this day was 15 men killed 
an~ ·l6 ollkers a.nd 177 men wounded, amongst the la:ttet being Neville 
Cha~be"'tlain and Lieutenant Frederick Ro~erts (Officiating Deputy 
~ssis~ant Quartermaster-General, now Lord Roberts, Commander-in
C_hief in _lndia).. The eriemy were lyirig thick in: many . pJaces, a~d 
their loss was esti"mated at a thousand. A.n old tem_ple called _by the 
European soldiers the II Samee House," some ,vay down the slope of 
the ridge to.wards the city, and within goo ·yards of the· Mori bastion, 

• 

, w·hich had bee1,1 for some time held by us, was the scen'e· o{ hard 
(N. 44-9-50.) fighting. During the week the Gritish lost 25 officers and 4oo·men 

killed. and wounded. · · · · · · 

. On the 17th General Reed, whose health had ~ompletely brok~n 
dowfi;'made over the command l o Archdale Wilson. Next liay the 
-rebels attacked on the·· Subzee Mundee •side, but were· repulsed by -

' Coltlnel Jone-s of the 60th Rifles, , To _prevent future attempts in that 
quarter, the Engineers ~leared away the houses and walls ana conjlect-
1i'd the -:a.dvant:ed· posts• with ·the main pi~quets on the ridg~ after 
~-o~ htte--:wm tJ.Q more attacks ~n the Subz~e -Munclee. _· -·. . 

I 



(t~ 

· ._On ibe 23rd the cnemy ·made one more effort in a1:ticipation_-of the 
arnyal of Brigadier-General John Nicholson. This 'Y~ directed 
aga.10st Ludlow Castle, but was repulsed, although the British suffered 
very· severely. · · · 

· The ~st August was the ~eat Maboinedan ~estival of the · Bukra 
Ee_d. __ It was the custom for a gorgeous procession _to come forth on 
t'1at d_8:Y from the city and proceed to ~~e Idg~h, where the_ · Moghal 
Em'f)er~~ l}.Sed -to sacrifice a camel. Tlils year 1t was dete:mmed th13-t 
a far greater ·sacrifice should be offered up. The unbeheve;s were 
to ~e exterminated. · A royal salute announced the day. T?e rebels 
pour:d f?r~h from __ the city -gates, which wer~ closed behmd them. 
The ·mtrep1d fanatics, sho\lting the old .Moslem Battle. cry, _threw them- . 
s~lve5 upon-o.ur. works.. The attack was made about _ sunset on t~e 
right of our P<?sition.. A deadly .fire from o~r men -checked their 
advance. · Again, and' again lliey._rallied a~d tned to rush th«; breast
works, _ but the. steady volle)'.s stopped their ch,arg~. _ The _firmg fr'!m 
th: b~.tteties continued th:e whole night, and the air rang with the w_ild 
~nes of the fanatics and the rolling of musketry. It was past noon 
th~ ne:i.t:t_ d~)' before the enemy retir~d baffled. Our l?ss was one 

., o~ce~ and ~me i:nen_ killed and 36 wounded. Th~ enemt,J lQss was 
h~a.vz1 127 boq1es being counted in __ front of a smgle bi.eastwork to . (S. 66.) 
~he ~1ght o~ t1,le Samee house. . . . • _ (N. 454.) 

: · -On the 7t-h August-Nicholson arrived in advance of bis_ t:oops·, 
and on the sall\e day the-enemy's powder manufactory. was accideut-
ally• blown up. - · · . (S. 67.) 

· ·_on t"Jie:. 12th Showe.rs expeiled the rebels froltl Ludlow Castle, 
which they haa managed to occupy. · . _ 

. On the ~4th -Nicholson's column arrived, and on the 25th ' he 
marched , ~v~th a .str9ng forie _to -a,ttack the_ rebels;_who hl!-d moved 
from Qelµi .l!l g~e~t strengtl\ to intercept the siege tram. commg. from 
1.<ar~al. . 'J;!i,e march, . throug\l marshy gr_ound,_ lasted ~we~ve ho~rs,. 
anq 1l was \o'Ya.i;ds sunseJ .. ere tbe ,_ weaty soldiers tspied the rebel 
for~e ,._ compQs~d 9f. tl1e ~ l?e.mµch; ·Bri_gade; occupyin~ tw·o villages and [M. (S. H.) 
cl:. car_avanl?ara1,:.. Y!h!ch wei;e_pi;:ote~ted ,by guns and partly surrounded by 28g.) 
deep w_ate~; ',t}le, ppsit,io_p was carri,ed, and the rebels, who had made 
fpr ~}le_ l>.r.!dge._ CfO!>SiI).g . j:h_e_ N_ajafg~rh c:anal; were pursued and 
G.~~bt,. ~fQ ~e~ng . k,ill~d a,nd 13 guns captured. The next day 
Nicl}..olson s bngc\,de returned J:<> ~amp. . . 

On the 4th September .the siege guns arri~ed, and a few. days l~ter 
some more teinforceme-nts, w:hioh-incr-e:3-s~d General Wilson's troops 
to 8,74S men, of whom 3,317 were ,Bnbsli. . . • • -

. Wifso~ then decide~ to assault _the city, b~ihg .urg~d to do -so by 
~~1rtS1111t~, ~ho, ass1st~d \:>.Y_. h~~ ~econ~•m;co~~and, Alexa'!-~er 
1,aY:tQr~ ... dr~w. up the pla:rt of attac_½, . to ex.pla1~ wh1c~_ the foll_owm._g [M. (S. H.) 
5-~°:t~f~~f~tion of the d~fenc-es1 gw~n by. ~_f1rd-Smith hiqiself; 1s 291·) 

4: . ' ~ '. ---, . . . .. . . ; . . . - ·: : : ·. : ' ' . . . .. ' 
. ~I T4,e easte~· face tests, on -the }1.l,jnDQ, ·a.nd. when, tlii:e. assavlt w~ 

made the river :wub.e(\. the°:'ba.-s·e of the-walls, SO; a.CS:tiil:·QR ihatc: fro.nt 



(H. 48,) 
(G. 2,) 

[M. CS. H.) 
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[M. (S. H.) 
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was· impracticable. The defences on the north, west, and south _con
sist 0£1 a succession .of bastioned fronts, the connections being very 
long and the outworks limited to one crown work at the Ajmir Gate; 
and martello towers, mounting a single gun, at such points as require 
additional flanking fire to that given by _the b;istions themselves. 
The bastions are· small, generally mounting three ··guns in each face, 
hvo in each flank, and one in the embrasure at the salient, and have· 
masonry parapets 1 2 feet in thickness I with a relief of 16 feet 
abqve the plane of sight. The curtain consists of a simple masonry 
wall or rampart, 16 feet in height, I I feet thick at top, ana 
14 or I 5 feet at bottom. The main wall carries a parapet, loop
holed for musketry, 8 feet in height and thickness. The whole of 

... the· front line is covered by a berm, varying 'in width from 16 to 
3P feet, with an escarp wall 8 feet high. Exterior to this is a dry 
ditch about 25 feet in width· and from 16· to 20 in depth. The 
c0'0.nterscarp is · simply an earthern slope, easy to descend. The 
glacis is a very short one, extending only 50 ·or 60 yards from the 
counterscarp." . 

It was nec·essary that the attack sliou,ld be 'directed . against the 
northern f~ -that _ is; the Mori, Kashmir, and Water 1:!astions·; and 
the curtainW :i.11s connectirig them. The plan was to ctush the fire of 
the· ·Mori bastion; that silenced, to advance on the British- left, which 
was covered by the river, and would be secure. The night of the 
7th was fixed for the commencement of the batteries. That day 
Wilson issued · ·a stirring order· to the troops, . telling the1;11 that 
the hour was at h_an·d when, as he trusted, they would be reward
ed for their past exertions by tlie capture of the city. That ~wening 
the Engineers began their work. · · 

· For No. t Battery a site, had .been selected -below the ridge, 
in the open plain within 700 yards of the Mori bastion. The right 
section {to mark which a miniature embrMUre_ is · erected in• the 

. 1.1orth-west . corner of the new police barrack enclosure), commanded 
by Major Brind, was intended to silence the Mori bastion ; the left 
one· (see miniature embrasure behind the Judge's .bungalow), under 
Major Kaye, was t6 keep down the fire from· the Kashmir bastion 
until the order for delivering the as~ault should be given. The 
enemy made a sortie against the right sectiqn frorn the Lahore· Gate 
t_he n:ext day; but w~re beaten back. On · the ·10th the left section 
caught fire, but this was extinguished by Lieutenant Lockhart, who,
assisted by some of tbe Sirmoor Gurkhas, gallantly mounted the top 
of the parapet under a heavy fite, and pou_red sand on the blazing 
battery. . 'fhe first section opened, ~re gun by gu~ as each _platform 
was completed, and sootr rendered the Mori bastion harmless. :. . . 

Mea11wliile N_o. 2 Battery, in two s~ctions also, had been traced in 
front of Ludlow Castle (see miniature embtasures thete),-both directed 

·agcrinst the Kashmir bastion, and intended to silence its fire, to 
knock away the parapet to the right and left that gave cover to its 
defenders,. and tO' open, a- breach for the stormers. This battery was 
$masked Qn; the 11th, . .. · 



1:Jle tl~ird battei::y r~quired in, i~s constrµction. a fa_r,ge amount. of 
skill and daring. It was traced under the directions of Ma1or 
Medley, of the Engineers, within i6o yards of the Water 'bastion. · It 
was finished and armed by the night of the nth. It was intended 
to breach the curtain adjoining the ;Water bas~ion {s_ee . miniature 
embrasure in Khudsia -Bagh) • 

. A fourth battery, commanded by the gallant Tombs, contained six 
heavy mortars, and was traced in the Khudsia Bagh. It was .also com
pleted on the 11th, and was intended to shell the Kashmir Gate and 
bastion, the Church, Skinner's house ,(now E.ank of Bengal), and the 
Water bastion. · 

The enemy at last recognfaed t hat the attack would .be -a,gainst 
their i::\ght, so ,they adopted ~~asu_~~s which, if carrie~ out, soon':r, 
would have addejl eI)ormoµ_s1y} o .the;81fficulty of the bese1gers ~sk, 1£, 
indeed, they had not rendered it altogether impossible. They set to 
work to ·mount hea':'y gu:is along the cµrtain between the bastions on 
the nbrtbern face, and in convenient nooks light guns. TJ!ey also in 
one night made an advanced trench, parallel to the left a' k and 120 
yards· from the walls, covering their front ; this trench th· ined with 
infantry. . .. · 

A tremendous fire from· both sides continued from the o,peniµg 
of each new battery till the afternoon of the 13th, when Wils·on and 
Baird-Smith came to the conclusion that two sufficient breaches had 
been made . . Directions were accordingl'y given for their examination
a dangerous .duty, which was performed by Medl_ey and Lang for the 
Kashmir bastion, and by Greathed and Home for tlie Water bastion. 
The breaches were reported practicable, and Baird-Smith recom-
111ended an assault on the coming morning. Wilson agreed,·and 'issued 
the necessary drders. 

, . . 

The :i:st Column, -under Brigro3ier-General Nicholson, .. was to 
storm the right breach near the Kashmir bastion,· and also to [M. (S. _ H.) 
escalade the face of the bastion. The 'Engineers attached ·to this 295-96.J 
column· were ~e-dley, Lang, and . Bi~gham .. · · . · . · References 

. . , . . .· ~~~~ 

At the -same time : Brigadi_er_ J o~~s, Commanding the 2nd ,Column, :~~ishat P~~~ 
was to stor1? the left br~ach m the Water bastion, and had siege of Delhi 
attached to him Greathed, Hovenden, and · Pemberton as Engineers. and 

, , · _ • · . , . [M. (S, H .) 
SHinlarly Colone_l _ Campbell, . 52nd Light Infantry, _ commanded 296-97.J 

the 3rd . Column, which was to_ a~~a,ult by- the Kaspmir tiate , after 
it should·hav~ been blown open·by the Engineer party under Home 
~alk~ld, · and Tandy. . ' 

The 4th Column, under Major Reid, Sirmoor Rifle Battalion was 
to atta:ck the suburb of Kishengallj and eriter ·by the Lahore Gate. 
its Engineers were .Maunsell and Tenant. . . ' 

' . . . . -
. - The 5th, ot . Res~rve Column, ·~nder 'Brigadier Long-field, .18th 

Foot, was to support the 1st Column. Its E_ngineers· wet! ;Ward an.d · 
Thackeray. _ · · · · 
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. , (!P 'fk,is a,A:i~~_µp.t ,',sp:~t~ . 'Wl,1
1
1 . ri9t i IJ~'w pf il}'ore 'than a sum°:lary 

'.l;)eint ,&iiy¢n'. .o.f'!ik \r~m.end:o~s ·cotl~ict .t.h.at 'followed. . 

· . "At,3 ;o'clock in·ifhe mdiming ofJhe i4tl_t Septembei" .the ,columns,of 
-~s~:riitf ,wei:e (lnciwn ·ttp, anti ·aited1. s1.~ht id~ay, as1day was · dawriing, 
they moved quietly to the positions assigµed ;f:theiu'to faivait ,the 1-s.i'gnal ' 
to advance. · 

.,· . i . • 

'. ' - i he:p)ace~ appoiqt~d '-:for ·the columns ,to rende?:VOUS .were as 
!{QJJo;w,~ =~ 

· The rst i(Nicholson) ·in the·1KRudsia•;Bagh to the north ' and \vest · 
of the old ruined gateway in the centre of the garden . 

. ~l:ie ·-iand ,(Jrones) on •the ·1Ieff of the ··1st a11d rieare_r the river. 

-T~~ 3;-d ·(~~~pb_eJI} q11 fke irigJJt of ~i~A?!sp~ls, o.n ··!h~ i:oa.d, 
· ,fo?,ding from Ludlow Ca~_tle to {h!! K~shm~r qA-~-e. 

The 5th ·(Longfiel&), 6r . "Reserve 1C<>himh, in tear ·6£ 'Nichoisd~11s 
to'1t'&e leff!(ea\it) 19£'-fne 'toad .' ' . . ' . . . 

'J;p~-~~~ q{,N.9~:·;Ji,l i,:-~n~ rS .·.cojµT,ns were ,ke_pt c_on.~~aled, .1,,1ntil 
the: _mom1"ffor the advance should ar~1've. . . 

· . !~er~ ::,y_ef,e qnly :s?me:J>,sop 1He~}ll tql~, of whof!! but 1.1299 were 
_'~rifts~ s_q)~1~rs,Jo ~~ke ~~1s ~tr~mrc!Pf de~epded .91.,3p,9P? .cle~per:1t_e 
a'.nd d~s,ciplmed J¢bels. A mere han.dful mdeed, put terrible 1.n their 
sb.;et}~~' iliei\ aiscipHne, ~11d 'the pas.siqri.s ~w~kened in their )~~rts. 
:the pew~ ~f .t_he I9~1 , ~assa~rfat Caw~pore ·ha,d rea~he.d tli~Jqrce, 
,;p;id t_he toil and h~rd_spip they ~~~d lfnde.rgone, c9inbmed with the 

,f?.er,;tprx ?.f t~~
1
ir sJ~~tpt_ered ·W.Qinen a~q chitdr ep, h_ad ,P.Ja1;~ Jhe ' !]len 

savai~, and deter_mJnef to w~eaJc :vengeaµce pn the. ~1,111.ty t;it:r.~ 
At dawn an incessant play of artillery was operred o:nrthe:walls ii~ 

· or~er to drive , the e.nemy from tpe breaches and_ protect the q~lumns 
1as t:h'ey formed. · · 

Nicholson, after :011e1 glance to s~e that the .Jst ·a.1:1d :~Pd C9h1mJ1s 
were in position, gave the J>tde: to ~dy~p.ce jqst --~fter .daylm:ak. 
The 1st Column moved steadily forward until. it reached the 
iemlge ·1of 1t'he ·-il!~e ; rl:hen the~Etigineer:5 .arid storming· party'rushed 
Jto tfue :bi;each mear ·the 1Ka:shmir· bastion, :ana, 1,10:der -a .1 :ver,y heavy 
fire, ·lo,v,ered the 1laddets, ~-d.a.w,n ·which '.the officerir:led(their ine'n, and, 
.m~,n~~n! th~ .. C?~ca~_p ~t;i.d scr~m~,ling ~P. ~!1~ bceach1 .wer~ . s~on , in the 
,vl'!,.t~. \ ~e· ~~~~1·f :cpttltl:hot' _~~ ~-d a·J:i~rt? .. ~~q-~1-tft~'~<:q~nter, ·~ut f~ll 
i a:c.k o:n: .-h'.~'. ·s~t;otiii htie. 111~1

1:rr~~~ _at·t~1s:.p~ 'lir~~dn • . : .. 

Simultaneously tjie 2nd Column carried ·Hre Orea.ch in I fhe 
. .f ~t. ~r ,h~~dio~J;f. ~J?d&r. ~.Jr.~m,51,«;Ipu1 ~4~; ~ h

1
ii:Ji .c~,uti~f& ~~lJfl.hGlos~, and 

: -t~6:n clea~~ th,r r~~p~t~ of.tne ~11e~y ?~ a~ as ,t ~ -~l?u ., .~t~. 
Meanwhile the. explos-iqn -party ·under1Pl6fue 1at\'d •S:ilk~l'd, ' with 

;
rg.· ¢~'.I!>:~ ,..~m!th . -~ftP :~a~m~~!i. a~l, P9UJ0l.~l: :. ~Q.fm'HiS? · •~ugJ~r Haw-

t. ct!¥, ·~ ,.,1ght ~J:!aij~e ffl'PP§~fa:'fC~v~r~4 -kY.·Jr~ . ro~ oJ .. the ..,~o.th 
Hies, h.i~ sped on t1rei~ way to the front to att{l.ch l<egs of p9wq~r ·to, 

. and blow m1 the Kashmir Gate. / · · 
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. They advancetlstrai~ht forwar~ hi the face of -~.~ H~avj, fir~ ·; . 
and each member of the partycarrymg a ba:g c·ontammg 25 ·pounds :of 
po-W~er, cto$sed t4e d1tch by a . b~rier ~te; w_hich they, fou·na op7n; 
and reached the foot of th~ great doub1e gate. The.bags were attaclied 
under a . heavy fire, t~e-train ~as ignited, and _the gate·s blown in with 
a tremendous explosion. In -tlus gallant exploit Salkeld "Yas wounded, 
and died a few days later. fiome escap~d at t~e time, but was 
killed .shortly afterwards at the assault of Malagarh. B~i'gess 
and Carmichael were killed, as was ;i.Jso a native s~pper, "a,nd :two 
other natives were wounded. Smith and Hawthoi;ne survived a:nd 
received the Victoria Cross. 

Hearing :t4e e'.8;plosio1i, Campbell, CQmmanding the 3rd Column, 
ordered it to advance. · It d~shed forw~rd, tro?~ed the . bridge, and 
entered the city just as the 1st and 2nd. CQlum;ns h~q won the . 
breaches. Campbell at once pressed on to th~ ma.in gµru:d, cleared 
the Water bastion, forced his. way through the bazaar apd .Begum 
Bagh -to the lower erid of the Chandni Chauk, ·and finally teacheg th~ 
Juma Masjid, which, however, he could not force, .as its 'tes were 
bric kec1 up, and he had no powdbr-bags. or guns. As . einfdrce
ments reached him however, he \\'a~ after a time oblig , . o fall back 
on the Begum Bagh (Queen's Garden) . , 

· The progress of the 4th· Column was greatly interfered with by 
the non-arrival of the four horse artillery guns which had been ordered tp 
accompany it. Reid, however, immediately after hearing the explosion 
at the Kash~ir Gate, discovered that 500 of the Jammu troops, des
patched two hours ear Her_ for the purpose pf effecting·a diversion by oc
cupying ldgah, an old fort a little to the west of the Lahore Gate, had 
become engaged, antl as no time was to be lost, he pushed on withb1it 
any guns at all. The assault failed, Reid was wounded1 and the 
colnmn was withdrawn to the batteries behind . Hindu Ra.o's · house. 
The J~mmu troops lil$o w.ere unsuccessful in their aftack dn the Idgah, 
and lost four guns. The repulse of the 4th Column added greatly to 
the difficulties of the other three. 

' 

Nicholson, having . ·gained'"' the hr.each in the Rishmir ba:stion 
ri\:;i;ssed his coiuron, tQe q;t,, . on the square of the rp.ain guard,· and' 
t:urning to the right, pushed oµ along_ the foot of the walls ins'id: 
the c;~ty, 

1
fowards tpe Lahore Ga,te,· ~nder a galling fire. · 'Bevond [M. (S. n. 

the. Kabu Gate, which, as already stated, had 'be~n occupied bj- th-e 301-3.] 
2nd Column, he hoped to be. suppqr_led by the 4th Cohillln; but a:s 
the attack of , this column had faHeq_, his advc1.nce without its aid was 
rendered •:difficult and dangerous. Nicholson,. however, was determined 
to push on. to the Lahore Gate. To do this, his column had fo pass 
~nd~r the~~re of_ tqe, µ~rn bas.tion1-apd ~~ough.a k>?g lapy, evet:y-puild-
1ng m wh\ch was manned by shafp~liopters, while. tHe h1fther end 
,vas commanded by two brass guns .. The men captureq ~he -~rst ti. the.sd 
a~d da~_l~e~ _~t !~e second, but had to ,fall back; ,vhetetipon Nidh:nisM, 
called upon lnem. fo-f~llo,\i liiiii ariaaclvaqce~garr~. B-efore a siifficiem 
numbU of men c6uld respond, a bullet. pi'~tced the body of fbeir 
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illustrious leader.* . The wound was mortal, a:nd· N"icholson krew it, 
but he stilt called· upcm his men to go on. He was, however, asking. 
that which had now become impossible. He ha& no guns, and already 
8 officers and 50 men had fallen in the attempt. There was n,othing 
for it but to retire on the Kapul Gate; this, was done, and Jones 
assumed the command of the two colum·ns.· 

' Campbell, with the 3rd tolumri, had fallen back on the Begum 
Bagh; but' hearing that the 4th Column had failed, and the 1st ancJ 2nd 
had been unable to advance beyond the Kabul Gate, he further retired to 
the Church, and disposed his men for the night in it and the houses in . 
the vicinity. 

Scott's field battery, which had entered the city by the ·Kashmir 
· Gate, had rendered splendid.service to the.several columns, but at, a 
-large expenditure of life. · 

On hearing of the failure of the 4th Column·, General Wilson had 
ordered Colonel Hope Grant to move down with th~ cavalry to cover 
the Subz Mundee defences and Hin~u Rao's house, ~hich were laid 
open to ·a · by its retirement. Tombs' ~nd Bourchiers' batteries 
mqved in s , ; · rt of the cavalry (which had previously 'lost 6 officers 
c,1.nd 42 men}, , ut on heariµg that the stormers had established their 
position for the-"' night, the whole fell back on Ludlow Castle. · 

The reserve, 5th Column, followed the 3rd Column through the 
Kashmir Gate, and established itself in the College gardens, Water 
bastion, and Skinner's house. 

[M. (S. H.) Thus ended the· first day's operations, the· resqJt of which was 
303-5.f that the entire space inside the city, from the Water bastion to the 

Kabul Gate, was held by the I st, ,2nd,, 3rd, and 5th Columns, while 
the 4th held the batteries behind Hindu Rao's house. This success, 
however, had been dearly bought, the assailants having lost in killed 
and wounded 66 officers and· 11 104 men. Th~ rebels, moreover, were 
still strong in numbers, and had Iio need to abandon hope of ultimate 
victory. · · . · . · · 

[M. (S.H.) To the British general the result- of the day's work was dis-
305·] couraging, for his columns had been stopped and driven back, and his 

troops only held a short line of rampart instead of the whole city. 
. He even thought of withdrawing to the ridge, but or,i t.he advice 
. · of Baird-Smith, Chamberlain and· Nicholson (whd was lying mortally 

[M. (S.H.) wounded in his tent), he decided to hold what had . been taken. 
305•6·] This-decision was a wise one, for: the stationary position of the British 

cowed the· rebels, whereas a retreat to the ridge would inevitable 
have roused them to energetic action. 

. ' 

. . The 15th was employed by .the tro~ps within the ~alls in securing 
'the positions gained and preparing the means to shell the city1 and in 
stopping clrin kirig and.· J>luhdering; · · 

' • A marble tablet let into the city• wall marks th.e ~pot, anµ r\lcords - Nich9lson;s 
naiiie.and•the..date of }lis being wounded, &c • 

.:-~---



. On the 16th the ~nemy evacuated Kishenganj, and the British [M. (S. H.) 
stormed and took. the magazine, full of guns and ammunition. · In 3°5·6-] 
the. afternoon the rebels made a desperate, but vain, attempt to 
recover it, 

On the 17th and 18th the Delhi Bank and other houses were 
occupied, and the besieger's posts were brought close to the Chandni 
Chauk and the Palace. On the latter day too an. unsuccessful 
attempt was made to extend the right by an attack <?D the Lahoxe 
Gate. 

On the 19th the Burn bastion was taken, preparatory to an attack 
· on the Lahore Gate_; while on the 20th, Sunday, the Lahore Gate 
of the palace, which had been evacuated and was undefended, was 
blown in, and British troops entered · the famous fort-palace of 
Shah Jehan. That same day the Juma Masjid was captured by Brind, 
as also the Lahore Gate of the city by Brigadier Jones. The Selimgarh 
detacl_ied work had been previously seized by the brilliant forethought 
_of-!Ja. young Lieutenant named Aikman, The same afternoCl , Wi~son 
too~ up his quarters in the Imperial palace. · . _ . 

Delhi was now virtually won, althou·gh much remain o be done 
both in tbe vi~inity and in the city itself; while so lar ad been the [M. (S. H.) 
casualties, that Wilson had little over 3,000 men left 'fi for service. 3o6-S.] 

On the 19th the Commander-in-Chief of the rebel army, the 
old artillery subadar, Bakht Khan, represented to the king that his 
only safety lay in flight, and begg~_d him b accompany the sepoy 

_ army and re~ew the war in the open country. The "king, however; 
rejected- the latter part of . this advice, and, allowing the army to 
depart without him, took refuge at the tomb of Humayun, 3i miles 
south of the city, where _he prepared to submit to the conqueror. - On 
the 20th Hodson, of Hodson's Hotse, obtained permission to bring iri 
the old man on the condition that -his life, should be spared. He 
petformed his task with tact and discretion, and that night the kina 
slept a prisoner in the Begum's palace. t> 

The following day+Hodso~ learne?. t?at two of -the king's sons 
and a grandson lay concealed m ~he v-1cm1ty of Humayun's tomb and 
was allowed to go and bring them in also. This time there ;as no 
stipulation for their lives. Hodson rode out with a hundred of his 
troopers, found the fugitives, persuaded -them to surrender disarmed 

• 

their n?merous following, placed the arms on carts, the princes [M. (S. H.) 
on a native ekka (small pony ~a;t), and led the long cavalcade in the 30s.1o.] 

,. _direction of the Lahore Gate. fhey had safely accomplished most of 
· the journey, when the crowd began to press closely on the trooper-s ; 
. whereupon Hodson halted the cart, made the princes descend 

stripped them, and shpt them witp his own hand. · . ' 

\ 

\ 

[M. (S. H.) 
In the meantime Brind was commissioned to clear the city of 31o.] 

the murderers and incendiaries "'.ho still lurked within · it. This he 
did comple!ely, and the restoration of regular rule was announced [M'.

1
~S. 1-:J.) 

by the appointment of an officer to be Gove.rnor of the•City. 8 .] 

<\"'\\)1f. ~ JDf.4,t:~~ -... , 
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· AU (hi�_tim� •Jo.ho_ Nich;ison ,vas- �ying slowly on __ .the fi�ge.
He had lingered_ on ;m gre;;tt agony for eight d�}'.'s, �ni:I _ had hved
lo�g_: en�ugh to witness �he complete suc.cess of the plans, ,to the
orig1�abng and accomP;hshing of which he had so much contributed.
He 11�d on the 23rd, with the·reputation of being the most s�coessful 
admi!11stra�or, the greatest soldier, and the most perfect master ?f 
men rn India. He was· buried in the Kashmir Gate cemetery, where 
his grave will be found a little to the right of the erttrance.

Amo?gst '.the officers who contributed especially t� �he �a.king 
�f . Delhi . may _be named the following as the mo�t d1stn�gu1shed : 
Ba_1rd-Sm1th, N1ch0Json, NeviJle Chamberlain, Charles Reu!I, James 
Bnnq, Hope Grant, ·Tombs, Alexander Taylor, Showers, Daly, CoJ,ce, 
aen�y I';lorman, Salkeld, and Home ; but there are many others, for
the hst 1s a long one. 

(S. 1887 · _ T�e t:asualt�es before Delhi. �ere 3iJ68 killed and _wounde!J, or 
Table fur- 37'9 per cent. oJ ;the troops engaged, whereas,in the Crimea the per-
nished by centag �s ottlf I 7'4_ 8. • 

Lord 
Roberts). • �nts were at once made for opet1ing oi.if the country

[M: (S. H.) · Agra, and Cawnpore by the despatch of troops. 
312.J f d . - The ne the fal} of Delhi greatly cheered the orfe un er 

"(K.and M. v. Hav_elock, the · d_vancmg to the relief of the garrisdb of the Lock�QW 
• --.212.) Residency; that city, however, was not finally taken till the follow1ng 

March. 
In the Punjab Sit John Lawrence had foreseen from the first that 

the safety not o?IY of that proftnce, but of all India, depend�d on the 
c�ptµre of_ Dellu. When that occurred, it convinced even the most 
disaffected that the star of England was still in the ascendant. 

[M. (S. ·a.) The 'taking of Lucknow, the reconquest of Rohilkhand, and �ir
493.J Hugh Rose's splendid caµipaign in Ce�tral fodia f9llowed in rapid 

sµccession to prove that t he power which bad won Inqia was rel?oJved 
to retain jt. 

. In. the follo�ing Janua�y the old King of Def hi was brought to 
(C. !3!�)- tria_l 10 • the �riv� coun�il chamber (Diwan-i-Khas�) ,. and, ,afte_r a

patient mvesfag�bon lasbng forty days was found guilty of havmg
ina!3e_ war against the_ British� · with '.abetting rebellion1 with pr.o
clatm_mg himself as re1grilng sovereign of India,·and with causm�, 
9r bemg accessory to, the deaths of many Europeans. He -was sen-

• I 

. �enced to be transpor_ted f�r life. · - Ultimately he was sent to P�_gu, 
where J1e ended his days rn peace. Thus p?,ssM gway Mohamed 
Bahadur Shah, the last of the Moghals ancl with hitn all the honors, 
dignities, and pr{vileges enjoyed by th; Haus� of Delhi ,have ce�ed 
for ever. 

15th September i89� . 
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A! G. It, 
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A.cc. ~o. 
This bOOk was is5ued frotn the librarY 
on tiie date 1ast statnped, lt is due 
back within 0 ne xnonth of its date 
of is5ue, if .not recalled earlier. 
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