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Preface 

'Ibe JJDme ol Jawabarlal Nehru IS dear to oil ol us We 
remember how bmncally ~e led our struggle for freedom 
ogamst o m•ghly coloo~al power We remember how he gal 
vamsed the cnbre oallon from cast to west from north to 
soulh The freedom movement, wh1ch finally trJumpbed 10 

the transfer of power. embraced the enhre aallon 
Nehru took lhe re1ns of power 10 the lrava1ls of parh 

11on am1dst the agony of mllbons Healing their wounds 
rendenng succour to them he ocver lost Sight of the peturc 
of a new IndiA he had drawn before the people Au JDdus­
tnahsed lodta freed from tbe backwardness of lbe past del• 
vcred from the shackles of a medJCVat economy-such was 
lbe \'ISIOD ollhe land he bad starl<d rebuddmg 

He bad !bought of !Ius new Iodla Dot only 111 lenDS of 
11s geographical boundar•es but as pan ol tb1s Wide wor\d 
of ours shruak mto compactness mro a bod of oneness 
brought about by Dew luslonc:al p......,.. AU 'lr"'J!' lbe 
freedom struggle be had 6rt:d our UDagmatJOD Wit t pros 
pccflor1Uikiag our fate With "ifi"at of feltOW""ASraiiSWith the 
progresm-e forces the wotld oYer ---- --

Freedom -came to us when lhe cold war had already des­
cended upon the world 'ibe embers ol i&C cold war had 
JUSt died out when calls for a new holocaust were g1veo when 
the West Tnalilg@ iii ii£,re raltbog '1'6etalk 01 milUary 
blocs m Eurcipe"A:ioenca and Asua was 1n the iiir Our erst 
whde colonial power 1n coUus1on WJtb the Umred States was 
m the forefront of tbss ~Diabon w11b soc•alu• countnes 



,.,.., ... 
Jawaharlal Nehru had lhc deepest <OIMc:toon !hat Jndoa 

could not rebuild Jtself on modem hues If a war overtook the 
world, ea.ttng up tts vast resou~ money ADd matmal 
Bes1des. he had too sens1hve a heart to remam ull3ftected by 
the appearaace of deadly nuclear and lbermo-ouc1ear wea 
po\os 

As Pnme M1mster of free Jruha, be formulated a fOteJgn 
polocy wlooch c:ould ;mswer lloe needs ollhc lome to bop lhc 
cold war outstde the COUDlty s frontlm, prevent 1ts entangle­
meat m aggresstve auhuuy pacts, aud adYauce the t:tuse of 
peace m Asm and throughout the world Nehru was a states 

.milD wollo lou fcc:t firmly planted m lhc 5011 ol hos bad He bad 
a great w•on. He saw that m the prevadmg JDtemalJODal 
SJiualloo the onJy salvation for Jnd1a Jay 10 Jc.eqnag 11Se1f away 
from mlbtary pacts aud groupmgs, aDd m muammg DOD 

ahgn«L 
Jawaharlal Ne the PJDDeer of non 

all k. the lea m CD 

unCJahng pobcy for emergmg AfTOOAs•an nahons: 
wh•Cli needed peacet'or thetr natJoaal advapce after centunes 
Ol cotaaiil scmtu& 'l'liC l01e hi pfajid at Banduus. w 
wiiuen 10 letters of gold 

JawaharJaJ Nehru's pobey of non al•gomeat, trad'ucrd 1D 
the West as "tmmoral ... won adherents m the Alro-ASlllll COlD"' 

mundy, ID EUrope and even m Laba Ammca Non ahga 
1!\tD\ no loD&et nmtmtd a 11\cre ~. n dnt\optd m\o 
a wnfcspread movcmcat ded•catcd to the pnnc1plcs CPShnaed 
10 the lustonc Paacbsbeel These pnnc1ples were drown aot 

las a matter of n:pecJ~eoc:y but as a gu1dc to the newly liber­
ated counlnes JD COPductJDg thru mteraatloaal aft'mrs 

'I'M ~.!..-of non a\1gnment whlth h3d_2S ~ 
tncs at the Belgrade: SUIIUIII!.._~gCCJ....12...mi.!m.nsJng 
:md small A ftdemnog feature of the movetnent ts tllat 
11 liis ceased to 6C merely a pol1tacal one Us bor1zons 
P9W CJ!:ICDQ! to e'f;OnOUII~ toOper:li!OD, more CSf5'1Btl~g 



,.,.,_ 
rhe cfcpnved natrons whu:h suJI'errd ar the hands ol abe co'ftt­
in:tl•sts for centunes 1bc avov.~d a1m underlymg the move­
ment IS IO remove ect1DOIDIC d1sparll1CS between the ncfi una 
the poor na11ons, between drielope;J 1111d tiiiJiCYik!iilil 
bons_::Wnbng m Soc:aa115t lndJa, 10 als Independence Day num 

11>er of 1975, Shn YB Chavon, Unoon 1\fonosler oll!xlernol 
Affaus, s:ud:{:1f1ii""llii'Tlf'bes and s1~hes the mam thrust 

lef non abgnmcn~s aga1nst the d•v•s•on of the world JDIO 
l\\o cold war camps endangmng world peace as \\CIJ as 
tfie •ndePcridCnce Of tountnes, today 11 1s dJreeted against 
'be 1mguatous and explosive daVISion o( die v.orld mlo the 
devel~ and the developJDg nollons ) To owrow and 
eventually to bndge lb1s gap and to establ1sh b:dinced iiiid 
cooperative reJabonsh1p tieiween ihC dcveiO@ and d:ve­
lop~ag worlds Js a pnnc1pal obJeehve of non al•gmnmt ~ 
estabbsbment of a JUSt econom1c ba1:mce between these two 
c8tegones Or1iiii'Ons IS essential not only from the pmnt Of 
soc:i~ and humalf~lily-bur iC!! tbe~a!•~ Of 
peaceful and stable \\orld order free from the threat of VIO-' 

Icnt upliea 
I 1 ...,Rac1al dJscnmmatKm preva1ls m sts worst form evea 
,.J rOday m SOme pares of tbe wmld Apm from South Afnca 

and RhOdes•a. the 0 K where a slZ3ble Afro Astan commum 
1y bves, IS m the fore sn dJscnm1nat•ng aga1nst the coloured 
at the tunc of wnllDg tbu preface A poldzcaJJy mofzvated seg 
mcnt of pubJ1c op1nmn m the UK blandly supporls tbc whole 
sale ouster or tbe coloured JJ11DUgraot commumty from that 
counby 1hc rac1al hatted generated by the urespons1blc 
utteraDCeS of some fasciSts and rac1al1Sts m that counlty sn 
the past few days lcau us m DO doubt about the IIDDimen.t 
danger to tbe Afro-As1an settlers The peniStence of r3CJ8l 
1sm m Afnca and other parts of the world u an outrage on 
humanlly Spea~ 1n he 'lbm1 Conference of Non al1gaed 
counnes m Lusaka, Pnme M1mstcr Jod1ra Gandhi, sa1d 

We have aU beeu subJected to dommat1on exploltQtiD_g. 
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at!!1 the bumthahon of rtlctal d•serttntnahon. How could we 
com.pronnsc Wlih raetiihsm many 1orm'i The penucto1ls theory 
that one. man lS s.upenor to another merely on the ground of 
nee or butb has heeD proved to be fa~et tt conhnues to 
dommatc: the tlunktng of many.. The non ahgnment mave­
meut strongly de~es tlus ~-ammiiion o~e_!aCJa!kel 
lOg> 

The non al1gnm.ent movement, though tts nomenclature 
suggests a negafJVC meanmg, bas a posttlve connotation as 

·remarked by Jawaharlal Nehru 10 h1s address at the conrer~ 
ence of non al•gned....!l~IQD..S aLlkjgrade He S3.1d .. 
natttnl! whlch object to tlm ltnmg up for war putpOSCs nnlt~ 
tary blocs, m..ilitary alltanccs and the like 'Iberefol't! we 
k~ away from thiS and we want to throw our wetght, sacb 
as 1t IS, m favour of peace In effect, therefore, when tbere 
ts a Cf1S!S mvo1vmg tlle possibilJty of war, 1be very iact Uta\ 
'We are unabgned. should sttr us to ~ should stJr 
us to thought. sbouJd sUr us to fed that now more than eva 
1t JS up to us to do whatever we can to pn:vent suc:b a cala 
m.1ty commg dawn upon us So from aery pomt of VJeW 

o{ om: mceptkln and bemg ll!. modem nat10ns, tlus problem 
lS dommantly before US [ Jay Stress on thrs because, StDCC 
we are engaged WJ.th many other d.Iflirult problems wbtch 
face us as a whole. wh.tcb face us as tndtVIdual CoWifnes--for 
aU of us bave probla:os---tt lS a. httle dangttous vn.th thls 
pariJcular cns:JS that we JDJgbt really repeat, I S3.Y so Wtlb aU 
respect. all olber problems we have before us aud put tlus 
maJOr problem w. the backgrou.od Tbal ] tbmk would be 
brtle short of a tragedy because we would have fa1kd m our 
pwpose, "e would have failed to meet the demanas made by 
bumantty on us today when tt ts facmg llus crul! " The 
~~~TO~ of thJ.s movement IS so1uianty amoog tbe na"'ilgus 
~~~ace at l:t.rge whlte R:SW!.ng the extstence of the mlltta!Y 

-The noo ahgnmeot u perhaps the smgle most powert~J 
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~~ on the '\\orld polll~ta1 scene today The collechve 
optmon d proJects represents over a th1rd of humandy In 
the _!JnJied NatJODs, th: =ountnes of ~CL DO!Jil•gned .!".!'.!C­
ment. have a doonoant "EJCC and ngblly have they dealt a 
senous blow to the tmpen:ibst powers which dominated the 
world bOdy from ns IDCepbon Jiappe&rsdiit "ihe iiii'jiiiiUit 
co"iiiiiiiei11iemiilves ale oVerawed bY die overwhelmmg pre 
sence of _!!On aligned couotnes, a force_of..peace, 10 the u N 
'tliCfhavc, OD many occasions before threatened to wnbdraw 
thell' lirumc:Jal comnntmeot to the U1!,1~..,!),!1lgenng the con 
tmuance of UN seat at New York In such an event 1n 
future, no altemat1ve WJU be left thiiito sb1ft the 'iJii" seat 
to 50iiiO non ahgued coull,lly to uphold tho Jdeals chenshod 
•n iiie U.N Charter The pobaes of the countnes ad 
h~g to the concept based on panchslleet d1spfay 10 
abiini!aot measure the ab1dmg fiUth •n peace. fnendsh1p and 
co-operatwn amOng,he naboos_of_thC!.._ worta It 1s no Ci 
aggeralJOD to say that the mO\-c stself was tnltJafed tO secure 
a world order treelrom hate teos10o and confhct 
-ne noDar.;ed couotnes have so far not made the 

movement an all pervastve, a need for wh1ch has been felt 
long ago The message of the non abgued at vnnous levels 
WJfhiD the coualncs subscnlnog to the movement Will fur 
lher brmg the aahaDS closer and help case tCDSJODS The 
coofmocc of students, Joumaltsts agncullunsts youths and 
other groups amoag tbc DOD aligned couDtnes would pave 
way for further harmOilf aod am1ty among the countnes 

Unhke the countnes of the mllllary blocs who 11Dpose 
themselves from B~ilie non atfgned-muolncs aun at 
wo'rkmg from Wlthm 'TheY.: first aclucve local balance and 
f~ there they step to ne~ghbourmg balaDCC Aher seach 
mg these balances they seek to estab11Sb mter cont~nental 
balaiice S1gD1fy1ng systemahc approach to world problems aod 
ulumalely easur1og success orthcll' 1deals 

-"There has beeil a Qlad 8I1D$ race leadms to the JllVCDIJOliS 



of new ftlpoDS of mass destrueuon and s1otkPJ11DB 1hem 
more so after \be Second World War The bu1ld up of vast 
RServe of dcsttud1ve potential by some countries 11sell con 
~o the: Uiaeasc tn threat of -war. bestdcs Cnonnously 
add.DgiD\he defence cxpend.ture of these countms ~ 
non aligned nahons stand for_dLsarmament and ~uctt~ m 
trul.ltary budget of the countncs Tbe1r behd that the secunty 
and peace can se estat;\is'hed throtJSll da:umiUDent 1S not 
Wl'lliOuffOundit'i'Ois-Addressmg the fDU.rtD.COnruCnCiOI: 
non illgned countnes m Algiers. Pnmc Muuster Iadua 
OandhJ saTd 'Moves towards the ltmltahon 'Of nuc!eat' amta 
mentS and other weapons of mass aesTrucliOn-areiffiPQ'rtant 
tolDe""'iilaxat•on of kns•ow: -"But they do not take Us-fir 
m'Ciiiiil The total ehaucahon of nuclear WeiponS and 
c.Oiuplete duarm.:unent alene ClD lead to genume peace Such 
d:lsUiliiiiCdt ellis fat: far ~ter courage and C<nmcttoa. than 
u"OO\vfiJ""t\t\deote\VCbave lent 01.1r support to tile proposed 
WOiJdDlSaiJDament"toniere:""ii«: m the hope that 11 wrll be 
ablelOgeneiitClhe \\di"and find a way • In fact 1t u large 
1)' tiDe 1n lhi"imsed 't!Orld context whtch c:aDs form~ 
~ world."iconomtc O@.tf --

It makes a pamfu:l :readmg that 1he maJor news JPedJa 
of tile world IU'C still COD!rollcd by tile lng monopoly houses 
haYJng 'VCSied JDtercsts The smaller natJaPS espectally those 
part of the non abgned movement should d~Jop thru own 
news media to counter the nefanous propaganda earned out 
by tbe unpmabst controlled mass medJ.s Snch a move would 
accord a be.U:et status to the. deve,opmg natms and they 
wtU develop a sense of equahty WJth dcm1nant partners tD 
the world nus wauld also facJhtare d m:t c:ommurucahoa 
among the non aligned. couotncs and wou1d obVIate thiS be 
1Pg routed through the tmpenalJ.st agenc1es The non abgn 
eel movement must teec:we filbp from such moves of these 
ccuntnes 

There 15 a danger to the non a11gnod movcrueat (pJm. 



Pro/aeo lS 
countnes who are pla)'lng m the hands of unpenahsts un 
penamt teiiegadCs 11Dd others who by thetr dcszgaed penetm 
lion mto the movement aun at wea.t.cmD.g it-- -

Durmg the Seccmd ~orfcLW!I.LuiipenaiJSt powers gave 
IIDpelusioiliO!iiiculsiiites so that they could ellecbvoly figbt 
agamst 50Ciahst states Because of tho tc:mblc foUy com 
Dlltted by the dcmoc:ratlc 1mpenabsts 20 aulhon people lost 
the1r llves m the War It 1S blasphemous that the 300 years 
old feudal democracy m Br1tam and 200 yc3I'S old neo-un 
pcnallst democracy m Amerzca, me faanmg up Cbznesc 
hegemonlSbc deszgns to create nft among the non aligned 
nations and to fight agaaost the soczahst states 'lb.c non 
alJgned countnes waU realuc that these 1mpenal1sts aiilcl""tlieir 
alliEd forces had more than once broug!irUiCWo""ild10the 
brui£Cif"ib'udWorld war -It 15 no less ~Jous_tiiat~ese 
mipc:ilahst Cortes talk oC detente _o.a ~ o~ .!.~ pro 
mote arms race on ibe Other 

The coiODlalJsts unposed the CX1Stmg mode of education 
on most of the countncs m the non aligned movement w•th 
the ultenor mobve of dJSSemmatmg thczr own 1deas and ad 
tore 'Ibis system of cduCltJoo has outhved Its utdJty Jf 
ever tt bad amy BDd the non ahgoed nat.J.ons should now lay 
mcreasmg: emphasiS on tins system beJ.ng reoneated to swt 
local ooncbhons and requuem.enls The new cullural mva 
SIOD. by the West on these -~n~ts_only dtveriiDg the mmd 
of th7'y'Oui1i1Comthe ~~ acttYlty 'Ibs_.bram dra.m 
caused b)' the lure gtven to the na.ttonals of these couat~ IS 

depletiiii'11iiii"'Dati0na1 Wcif.i!i""" ~_!lte.!_eit of the 
nDnltlgnea COUntrieS te_stop thctt mtelhgcntsta making t~ 
sentces ava1lablc to the alien at a heavy cost of thcu DWD 
progre;ts""ind Prosperity -
~Or the countncs adhcnng to the non-aligned move­

ment have resolutely fought agalDSt cololUahsm. atJ.d 1mpenal 
15m and. have won thc1r freedom throwmg the colo01at yoke 
Tne oppresSloD. an~ exp"l.tJl\:I'D.on l'tl1mt6. "oytntm 1:or cenl:unes 
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bavc reduced them to penury for many years to come Wlulc: 
restructurmg the labnc of thetr economy.L..they are stnvmg for 
a new order ba.Seaon sOClai'in~nomtc JUStice Some of 
thC newlr liberated countnes llk.e VJetnam., North tc'ot~ 
Cuba"'Blui-ne1V appllcanr Angola .... have-cOmiilUiilsfOrdef 
But ~Of -the other coUDtnesSOCJaltsm. IS tak.mg 
deep rootsiS1t1Smarchm& ahead m India Whe~ It IS 

gom:g-ta be-dectaredsoonDemoc"'iatJc -secw.a:r~ 
pubUcOfln~ ""I& wave O( democratiC Eider 1.! also 
bes.legmg the oilier newly.w.dependent CCl.I.Dlnes where through 
lt K!Ctal )Us \.lee lS to be estabhshtd. The non..allgn"Cd COUD.I 
tntsiiC ~o~Ultb.eli oppos1ti0nlo-scttmg up of 
IDJh~ tiases 10 the Inlhan 0~, Pac:tfic Ocean, Korean 
Sea aad the Canbbea.n Sea. They staunchly oppose Ute w. 
terfcrence m the mtemal affalrS of OthefcOuiltnes Another 
area o[ un3.Qlln.lty can be seen 1.0 theJr stnct a.dheun.ce to the 
five_pi:mc:~PlCS of peaceful_ coe:ustence Cvo1veQ3t the-Baa­
dung meet The COWltne:s of the non aligned movement 
Voctferously oppose the fight between Arabs and Arabs and 
bc:tW'Cen Asians and Aslms It leaves us m DO doubt lbat 
non ah,gnment WIU sumve all other IIUl.Itaty des1gns and Jt 
IS }ervently Doped that'a day Will dawn when the IDJl.Jtary 
blocs will dJsappear mto the obbv1on, never to be beanl ol 
agalll, for lastmg peace w the worid. Tb.Js was al5o the under 
lymg tdea whe~!!. ab_gnment was concetved W!-!!E,..!lO.O. 
alJgoed_ when destrucllon ~~~but "AC are al.Jgned for 
l~ cause: of mutual development and wodd pe~ce 

Non ahgnmeot has been descnbed differently by 1ts ene­
m.Jes Tags came to be aua~hed to ~~ "neutrab()' , of 
.. ~_:!pn • of .. e~~m"' But what 1t really wa'S'""W~nded to 
be acd wb:u tt achieved m the realm of mtemauanal a!Iami 
ts not unknovm to the students of current dam;.. Many per 
sons apprcacb thiS problem pu{l:ly from scholastic angles 
Tins book JS a humble attempt at unde.rotandmg non 
abgnment as Jawabarlal Nehru had concewcd 1t at a 
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11me wh<u lho worlcl wos dommalcd by colon1al poweu aod 
when there WDS fiexmg of mlllluy muscles by the greacest 
pcm.er of the Westem world havmg a c:n~ze for the formahOD 
of m•htaJy blocs n JS also an attempt at traemg 1ls evolubOn 
from 11s mc:eplloo to thiS day when we. hvc m a changed world 
where co\oQlaltSm lS on the 'lcrge of collapse where cold 
war has yielded place to detente and cooperahon rather than 
confrontahon u be1Dg sought after by the saner world 

Vo1ces arc beard-loud as well as subdued-that non 
abeect has lost ats VJab1hty 10 the multipolar world where 
the two grut powers have agreed to abandon the colliston 
cOurse and w1lcre peaceful c:oc:wlcncc has come~ ~g 
DJS~ as _lb.~ ..£..nly_,altemall~ to a nuclear dcvastabon. It 
would be the azm of thJ.s book to bnnc out the: relevance of 
Nehru 1 non alJgmnent 10 the post Nehru_tl!!,cmataooal era 
In 1ict, ;m -eltort has been made to cxp1am to the reader, 
both m t1us c:ouotry as well os abroad why 1t u DeeeSS1U)' 

and expedleut today to strengthen non al.lgnment for further 
stObJhsmg world peace for mWIIg lho emergmg lmld of 
deiinie ureverSJble? 

May tbJS book be a humble contnbubon 10 further more 
COhesiveness BmODg the IIOD ahgncd COUDtnes and 1.D ad 
vanc:1ng maDkmd s cause for c:reatmg a world Without 1en 
S1ons and war a cnusc Nehru espoused WJth great fenrour 
and pass1oo till the last day of lus hle May I also add that 
the vtews expressed m tb.J.s book are mUlC and those of pro­
gressive and conscious people of non all.gncd world The 
book 1s brought out on lhc eve of Colombo conference of 
non ahgned countncs to help create a world opwo.a. for 
peace progress and coopcrabon 

Nst.O Delk1 
Juns 19'16 

Shaslu Bhushan 
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CHAPTER I 

Basis of India's Foreign Policy 

The p:J.rameters of lnd1a s fart1gn pohcy were broadly 
la1d down by Jawnharlal Nehru Joog before mdcpendeace To 
rum freedom was not only a lnumph but a.lso I.D opportumty 
He saw 10 Indta s relc115C from the colomal gnp, Dot merely 
the end of ahen domiDaliOn, but also the begmn.ag of an era 
full of promiSe for bnng•ng about rena..~ssancc 1D the country 
Post Bntlsb lnd1a meant to .. h.tm not merely an Independent 
geo-.pobhcat cnhly but a strong and powerful force so the 
snterDatKma( arena acbiiln Concert wlth other sun11ar fortes 
for restructunag world afl';1rs JD the dtrediOn of global peace, 
equably among nahooS3nd JUstice for die ~pie 

The Comgn pohcy he cwtved, as the arcbdcct o( modem 
lnd1a was rooGd as muaiinihc past trad1hom or the free 
dom. &trugi'Ci$"ii \be. "ISrons o( Cututc he souz,bt to shape 
as ihe IC:ider 01 I:De:DitioD~rom the early days of h1s part1 
tlpatfoii'iii"ilie"iiD"'ii colo111al struggle, led by Mahatma Oandlu 
he had come 10 acquU"C a Wider outlook and to h1D1 nattoaal 
ssm. wsrr-i'nifiovTlnd insuffi.ClCDt creed" Nehru taught the 
mU\10Ds who dr-ew lmPtratJon fiom bts thoughts and deeds 
that pollhc:al freedom was essc:nhal not only tn 1lself, but also 
as aa essential pre requ1sdc for bwldmg a modem SOCiety oa 
soc~ahst lm.es Soctahsm IS for me not men:ly 11a ecoao­
mtc doctnnc wlucbl fawur. he satd 1.11. his Prcstdeabal Ad 

17 
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dress at the Lucknow sesston of the lnd1an Nahonal Con~s 
m 1936, ''Jt lS a vJtal creed which I hold with ~IJ my head and 
heart I work for Indian lDdependence because the nahon~ 
ahst m me cannot tol~te allen dommallon1 1 work for 1t 
even more because for me 1t 1S the mcmtable step lo soctai 
anO«:onom.1c changes I should hkethC Congress to be­
come a soctaliSt orgamsalton and to JOin the other forces in 
the world who are wor"kmg for the new-cfvJiisatlon.'"' -

-It was wdht.n tlus broad framework that Nehru tned to 
evolvo a role for India on the world scene. He d.!d not con­
eewe \t m tsal:!.tton from the ma.lns.tream. of world events 
"India's strug~oday lS _p:ut of _the great struggle which LS 

gomg on-all over the world for the emanctpahon of the op­
pressed." he wrote m his autobiography. uwe cannot •••• 
separate tt from t~ rest. What happens m IDdli wtll al!ect 
tho World aDd-world events will change India's future," he 

\ addtd. -

These percepllons bad eXJSted, though to a nascent form,tn 
the earber phase of our freedom movement In the early twen­
ues the khdafal movement S\\ept the country. It opposed the 
attempts of the Entente 1mpenahsts, beaded by Brdam,. to 
strangle the nattonal movement of the Turlash people and to 
dtsmember thel! country The movement was led by Gandhi· 
]1 Wlth the A1t Brothen taking a promment part m 1t In 1922 
the Congress, m 1ts annual sessiOn, adopted a tesaluhon on 
sendJ.ng a message of congratulation to the Turkish people on 
theJ.t VICtory over Anglo-Greek mtervenllomsts The CoD 
gress adopted another resolution, 1n 1924, expresst.ng lnd.!a's 
solldanty With the nahonalliberahon stn:tgglc of the Egyphan 
people GandbtJI expressed t.n Young Indt.:1 (1925), hts strong 
adm!rahon for the herotc struggle waged by the Rill's tnbes 
ag::unst the Spantsh and French coloQialtsls It was U1 1928 
that tpc great nahonal orgaruSAhoa of our land paSSed the rc7 
solutJOD _d~-tl~at the struggle of Ind.! an people for free­
dom was part of the Y.orld Wide struggle ngalDSt 1mpenalism 
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An oxpress10111o Ibis .... gn~ by GandhiJ• •• 1930 by mecl· 
Jng lhc Wald lc:adm at Pan Saul whde he \\as on hiS \\Dy to 
London llo dasc:usstd With them the commoa problems of 
lhe fi<Cdom DIO\~mcnls o! the peoples o! JodJ> 1111<1 I:gypl 
In the bier hall o! the llurtses lhc Cons=o plcdg«<lls ••I'" 
port IO the SIJII"Io of the Pol<shDI311 Arabs agalll51 ZIOrusiS 
a.nd Dnhsh eoloru:~.bsts 

nus strOUD an the Jnd1:~n rr=c~om movement acquared o. 
\-ery distinct colour \\hen Nehru :usumed o. llall gre3tcr role 
oo. the n:1taoo.:J.\ scene as bru\0\hc '"lJ.Ilh:~tm:a lie 1tarted 
pl:i}iiiifin ~n:ill[1mporL1Dt role 1a. strenglhenmg soh~ 
d:usty 1n ASI~ ug:unst colozmL\ bond:a;c and 10 estab1Wung 
co"'iitilcts Y.llb c ow f~om lishren oC other As1::m countnes 
The fust step be took 1D lhlS daret:liOD W:U to represent the 
IndJilD Nallonotl Congress at the Iatemabon:al Con&rm 
Ag:unst Jmper~allsrn held •n Brussels •n 1927 followaf by a 
W1t. to the Slnld Un10n The Brussels Congms was also 
attended by Jlo Clu Manb. Mohammad Hatta and Olher \"ele. 
Jan freedom figtnen 'Ihc Congress adopted a m:mdesto ad 
dressed 10 illl oppressed J'COPICS and cbsscs, caUang upon them 
lo figbl JOintly agaaost c:oloDJabsm Nehru told 1hc Brussels 
Congress JD Ius IDSplrmg speech that the cmaacJpaUOD of 
lod1a \\OUJd play an 1mporunt role 111 abohshmg lbc coJo. 
DJal rule 411 O\lr Asl::~ Jt was st llus coufcrencc that lhc 
dcc&SIOD was lalen to set up an mtcrnallonotl orgaa1sataoa 
called lhe Lea.gue Agani!t lmpc.mJum Its Exetutwe Com 
m1ttce mcluded em1nc:nt lea:ders of !~om srrusg:lcs o! the 
Eutcrn peoples Among lhcm w;u lawah:u1al Nehru. The 
great Ind1iln le::adcr summed up the et:rcc:t the dchberatJons of 
the Brussels Congress h:ad on lum 1D the folloWing words 'It 
was [cit more aod more th:at the struggle for freedom was a 
common one agaanst the thing lb:at wa.s smpenahsm and JOint 
dcbberalaon and, whc:rc possible, JOint action were dcsata.ble 
(AuloboograpbJ) 

lawaluu:la"\Jl s 111tucst m worla events 1lcepenea. w1t:b. fbe 
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years Wlule m pnson, dunng 1932-33, he spent a good 
deal of hme pondenn~ ever the events 1n other countnes. and 
scnously analysing the \\Odd SJtu:t.tiOn as 11 had emerged after 
the crash of 1929 'Ind.Ja With her problems li.Dd struggles, .. 
be wrote, '"beC3Dle JUst a p311 o[ tbls nngbty world dr.una, of 
the great struggle of 1'0btJc.:ll and econonuc forces that wilS 
gomg on everywhere, nationally and Jnternahon:llly .. 

Nehru's sympathies "~ enhrely wtlh the mlernalJonal 
p~gresst~fottts. 

The appearance of the darL cloud of fasclSDl on the \\orJd 
horiZOn bomfied Neb.ru He looked upon 1t as a throw back 
to a barbarous age, ~ a totll negahon of human values, as a 
suppression of bllDl:l.n persOn:t.ldy a.nd trampling of the dtgmt)' 
of man The Nazt order filled hun wllh d!sgu.st .3.Dd revu1ston 
so much so that be reJected outngbt Mus.solm.t's tnvltatiOD to 
see hun (March, 1936) He also dedmed the mntallon to 
VISit Nw Germany 'Instead I \\ent to ClechosiovakJa. 
that 'far aY. ay' country about wluch Eo gland s then Prune 
M101Ster knew so bule" Nehru s batm:l of fascism \\aS deep 
rooted He saw tbe dilDgers 11 posed to Europe, to the worJd, 
to the entrre bum3.D.i[)' But be did not lose heart He de­
clared m lus Pres1denual Address at the Lud.now ses.<110n of 
the Congress "To the progrts.sne forces of the \\Orld, to 
those who stand for burn.3.D fm!dom and the breal..1ng of poh­
ltcal and soct:ll bonds, \\C oiler our full cooperatton tn thctr 
struggle ag:unst unpenalism and fasciSt reachon, for \\e real­
uc \hat our strnggle IS a common one.. ... 

As a gesture o[ solldanty wtlh. Sp:ua, plunged mto a cml 
war by fa.sc•sm, Nehru personally VISited t1us fortress o( bero­
ISm and brought 10 11s legendary deienden a word o( cheer 
from tbe:tr Indian brethren locW 1n a combat Wllh BtltJ.sh un 
penalJ.sm "'The call for help has come to us from those 
sordy stncken pc:oplc aud \\C cannot remam Silent to the 
D.ppenl," he s::ud In bJS Pres•denhal Address at the Faupur 
st'1S10n of the Congress "'I Jd .. e to be at the stonn centre 
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of bfe," he s:ud when he VISited the trenches of the Span1Sh 
eJVJl war 

Nehru also VISited Cbma afler tis mvuon by Japanese 
m1btansts and pledged lndm"s support to Jts struggle agamst 
aggrtSSIOD 

The Congress followed tlus lead gtv<D by Nehru and 
between 1936 and 1939, extended 11& sympalby and support 
to all VJd.IDlS of fasc:rsm and 1mpenal1sm JD Abyss1rua, Sp:un, 
Ch1na, Palestme (Arabs) and CzcchoslovakJa '11ns was, of 
course. a natural eourse to be followed by an organiSation 
acuvely engaged 10 canymg on the struggle for mdepcndence 
agamst the greatest colouJal power of the world 

When H1ller mvaded the Soviet Un1on m the summer of 
1941, most Congress leaders mcludmg Nehru. were •n pnson 
They had started a cml dasobed1ence movement as a protest 
agamst the Bnt1sh refusal to declare Ind1a mdependent m spite 
of the Ind1BD offer of full support to the war effort JD return 
Nehru took the first opportumty after h1s release from pnson 
m the fint week of December 1941, to laud the heroiC struggle 
of the Soviet people and to declare soon after that the pro-­
gressive forces of the world were aligned WJlh the group re 
presented by the Soviet Un100 and other ant1 Hitler poweu 

Actmg largely upon h1s advu:e. the Workmg Commtttee 
of the Congress at 1ts meetmg at Bardob 10 the Jast week of 
December I 941, took note of the new factors m the 1ntema 
bonai s1tuabon 

Nehru followed the course of the war With aulUety and 
he 1dentdied h•mself fully wllh the cause oi ant1 fasc1sm 

Nehru strove for fnendsb1p and am1ty With an nat1ons 
lnd1a as he s:ud man arbcle 1n rorngn AlfalfS (Apn1 1963) 
entered the family of mdependent nat1ons Wllh a clean slate 
Without any mhented hatreds or temtonai ambd1ons deter 
mmed to cull1vate frJCndly and coopera11ve retat1ons WJih all 
countnes He had the ab1dmg convJcl1on that the \\orld 10 
SVJie of 1.1$. nvalnet BDd. b.a.ltcds moved *Yllahly t.avawJs 
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closet cooperaboD lJe stretched out his hand JD fneadslup 
to all m lbe wol'ld even to those: wbo traduced bno But he 
made Jt clear that lh.IS would not tn any way ddute the pllncJ 
ples oa l'lluch mdependcnt lnd1a s fore1gn pohcy was based 
'These pnnc1ples \\'ei'O dear to hun to the country he Jed and 
to 1ts people who had struggled for lhar fulfilinent In hiS 
broadcast of September 7 1946 he saJ.d 

We are part1cularly •atere.sted m the emane~pallon 
of colorual and dependent c:ountnes and peoples and 10 the 
rccogm.tton tu theory and practtce of equal opporturutles for 
all races We repucbate utterly the Nau doctnne of I2CI8 

Itsm wherever and 1n whatever form 1t may be pracuced 
We seek no doa:uaatton over others and we claun no pnvde 
ged postltOD. om ather peoples But we do claun equal and 
hoaourable treatment for Ollr people wherever they may go 
and we cannot accept any dtsc:runma.tJon aga1ost them " 

He UJrew Q ent.1rc 'Weight aDd Influence 1D eusurmg that. 
ASia BDd Afnca Were freed from the last vestiges of colo.n1a 
bsm that raci311SID. was eodcd and that the two conhnent.s took 
thCU' legtlunate place tn the Jntcrnabonal commUDity and 
marc:hcd. ahead Ill step With the en\lfe p'COgtCUlve b\UD8Dlty 
It was for this reasoa tbat he partte~pated m the fin.t offic1al 
CODfercncc of Assan eountncs at Bandung to 1955 The echo 
ot: h1s eloquent. speech at the gathmng of Astan reprcsenta 
bves shU rnerbctatcs m the entue contJoent 

'"We are detcnmnc:d m t1us new phase of Asta and 
Afrtca. to make good We ~ detemuned not to be dommated 
Ill aay way by any other country or contn1cnt We arc de 
tcrm.tned to bnng happ1ncss and prospcnty to our people and 
to chscard the age-old shackles that have t1ed 1.15 aot on1y poll 
tleaiiy but econoaucaUy-thc shackles of colomaltsm and 
other shackles of our own maklng As1a u no longer p:ts­
stve at has been pas&~vc enough u1 the past It u no Jonger 
a subaussavc As.1a. 1t has tolerated submwtVtncss too long 
The Asta of today 11 dynanuc d 11 fuU of hfe Where 
tbcrc 11 bfe there l5 ~tdvancc: 
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Nehru ..,hemently opposed the plaus of 11Dpenabsm of 
mvolvmg Asian COUDtnes m uubtary pacts whn:h were the 
exteiiSIODS of NATO, or cold- pobbc:s IIIIIIIOd by the us 
as part of 1ts world w1de strategy to oppose developing na 
hODS He raiSOd hu powerlul VOICe agiiiDSI SEATO 

Spealwlg m the Lok Sabha on September 29, 1954, he 
saul 

"HOD Memben may remember the old days when the 
great powers had spheres of mfluence m ASla and elsewhere 
The countnes of Asia "we then loo weak to do anythmg 
abODt 11 The quam:! was bet_, the B•g Powers nod they 
sometlDles came to an agr=ment about chvufmg the COUD· 
tnes 10 spheres of mflueace It seems to me that thts part1 
c:ular Mamla Treaty u mc:hned dangerously m the duedJon 
of spheres of ln.flueoc:e to be exere1sed by powerful eountnes 
Alter aU. 11 1s the blg and powerful countnes that will dec:lde 
matters aud not the two or three twak and small As1an na 
t100sthat may be alh«! to them 

•Another fac:t to whn~h I sbould bke to draw McmbeJS' 
atteutiOD IS the re:[ereo.ce m 1lus Treaty to aggress1o.a One 
can UDderstand ment1on of extemal B&gresslOn m a ddeoc:e 
treaty, but lherc IS reference also to •a fac:t or Situation created 
Wlllun tbtS area' whlc:h m1gbt enhtle them to mterwne Ob­
serve these words They do DOt refer to memat mVUion 

Aay 1ntemal development sn that area 1Digbt also 
enhlle these countnes to Jntervene Does tbtS not effect 
the whole conc:ept10D of Jotegnty, Sovereignty and 1ade 
pendenc:e of the oountnes of the area' We m lnd11 
have ventured to talk about an orea of peace The Mantia 
Treaty rather tomes m the way of that area of peac:e It takes 
up that v:ry area \\luc:h mtght be an ara of peace and c:on 
verts 11 almost mto an area of potential war I find th1s deve 
lopment diSIUtbmg .. 

Nehru could not couoten:ance the Jdea of Western 
powm stagms: a re-entry •n lil7Crated As1a 
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'We have thought 10 terms of frcemg our countnes, and 
one ol the symbols of freedom has been the Withdrawal of 
fou.1gu armed {orc.es 1 say the return of any armed forces 
!com any European or any Amencao country tS a revets:al of 
the htstory of the countnes o( As1a, whatever the r:notive It 
~as suggested some two or three years ago JD connection wJth 
Kashmir lhat some European or A.mencan couctnes should 
send Corces to K.ashmtr We re}ected. that completely because, 
so far as we can see, on no account are ~e goJng to aUow 
any foreJgn forces to land 10 India nus u our outlook, a.ud 
tt ts sometlung more than a DlCre Indian outlook It u an 
outloo\. whiCh applies to tbe whole of or a large part of thts 
coc.tu1ent of A~ta Therefore, -we regret thts nuhtary atd com 
mg from the USA to Pahstan " 

Ne~_g,~d_noLvoJce }us oppos1hon to war plans ~nly .Jtl 
As1a but he did so m otber regmcs~of~ tbe v. orld too Hts.J!.!:!&on 
for peace was el11beddedmlndia's glonouspast, m the ttad1 
\toDSGid .. dOwn ~ Buddha, Ashok3P'Tid Mahat;;Ga'iidht 
I~ ~~the finn and unsb~t£ ~ef !!tat:.P-2:_na~ 
~~o a dev~_E?g one0ould ...!idvanee m an atm~ 
pbcre of war or war l.Jke preparahons.. Nelu:u) dedicatton to 
tbecanse of pe;ice wai total Peace became tbe watchword 
of Our country s fomgn pohcy As he pUf 1t~f SO welt 
tn hu speech t.a the Conshtuent AsscliiblfOii-MaiCb -rs. 
1948 

""The supreme quesltoo that one has to face today m the 
world JSliOw We Cin av01d a world wa;-~pte seem 
to tbluk.f.hat tt iS unavoida\Jlc and, therd~bFy P.!_e:P:lre 
for ftand pre-pare far It not only HI. a mJ!Jtaryjense. but 1I1 

a psychological sense and tbereby bnng the war nearer' lo 
thulk tn ~rms.,.!lf~JcevitabJhty....,of~world w:~.r iSii"dangerow: 
~mg I ~boutd~~ !!_~\\Se ~d the eountt-Y"iO apPre 
Ci~te what a w§fc! W_l!.f !_ll~s.!...~at tl JS to bnng to men 
1t WiD'"mean such utter catastrophe that for a grneraho.a or 

~ mo~ e~iilg we siind for 1n the way of prog~s and ad 
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vancement or humamty will be put to an end Thu 15 a tem 
blc 'ilimgto tonlemplatc t feet T•diiCilnjii_!!Y albJ p;trt, and 
~Laps aD tiJechve..part, m JJdp1ng to aVOid war"' --

The tdea of a wor1d war was TCpugnant to India and tls 
people It was somethmg theu ethos could not even c:oacetw 
of More so, when m the modem world the war was gomg 
to be fought w1th the deadbcst of weapons before wh1ch the 
nuclear bombs, first tt1ed. 10 an As1au country looked like 
fire batls Speakmg m the House of People n..ok Sabba) on 
Apnl 2, 1954, Jawaharlal Nehru sa1d 

"'We know ldtle more about the hydrogen bomb and tts 
d1sastrous and hombJe consequences than wbat has appearrd 
10 the press or ts otbe'fWlSC a matter of general knowledge or 
speculation But even what we know, and the very fact that 
the full facts of the effects of these explosives do not appear 
to be kDown or to be ascerlamahJe With any certunty even 
by sc1ent•s£s, p01nt ro certaJD conc:IUSJons A new weapon of 
unprecedented power. both m 'Volume and JDtcnslty, wuh au 
uuascertamed and unascertalnab1e range of destnlc:tlve. poteu 
l1alm respect of t1me and space ts be10g tested unleash 
mg 1ts mass1ve power, for usc as a weapon of war We 
know that 1ts use threarens the ex1stencc of man's ciVIhsabon" 

Peace thus came to be the sheet anchor of lnd1a's fore 
1gn pollcy. als u1tunaiC obJCdm: to ihe ~ucin"Oi Wb1ch 

I N'C1iiiiiJmall ihe~ars of hiS Pnme M1mstersJup ThiS 
~ oti;echvc was embOdied 111 h1! famOus fi.!:_ pnnc1plc.!..P.Q.PE,fir 

ly lclm'W'ii'iSPBnCiiihHi These v.ae 

(--u> Respec:ifor~ach otber•s tcrntory, 1ntcgn1y and 
sove~1gaty 

\

(2) Non 'Gil..,.'o" 
(3) Non mrcrfrrrnc~ m each other's mtem3J afl.:un. 
(4) Equality and mutual benefit 
(S) Peaceful c»CX.lStC'nc:e 
vcr s1nce these 1dc:as cf pc:~ceful to-exJslcnce v.ere 1n1h 

ally evol~lg:~~, DJ- N~ru stated_ tn-the Loi:: 
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Sabha on September 17, 1955, "oot ooly ha~~n 
lbe world mnfi'iillueilcecfiD.Ori"imd more cOunlnes, but lbey 
haV"i"PiojniSi\ely acqlii"red a greater depth and mamng • 
- ~l_h!s ac:qutm:f a spo:~ meaomg "";;'d s1p 

ficance m wodd alamo" 
-:;\bout the most unpartant zngrtdteot of India's fotetgn 
:10br;y, the'-mstrumcnt, as it were, for g11mg shape and 
~ormtOiC\ii!Neh!U~ pol1cy of aoo--a11~r ~!!_.~ lts 
uchltect, and be nurtured at wdh care aod tenderness, w1th 
~c; and pat1ence In h1s usual humility, be s:ud 

""I ~ D_9t _grJ£1.!!3ted the policy of non-aJ1pm~nt. It 
tS a poi1cy whereat m the cucumstances of Ind1a 1nherent 
in the paiftb'liifuig of Indut, JDh~hc-WiiOie uiCD&1 
outlook of iDd.!a, lnbcrent m the oofididoii.Jn'g ~f lhc Iiid)an 
m'[nd du[lnt our struru;le for freedom~ and._mherent,...!zl ,.!he 
cm:umstances of the wm:ld. today I come tn by the mere ac­
cia'idlal fact that dunng the few years I ha.vc ~led that 
jiOl~ey as Fomgu Miiustcr' (lawaliiilarNehru, laclla's F.ne:: 
fiiil'iiiiCf, p 80) -

World ata.tamen have S8ld rt on more 1han one octaSIOD, 
aDd au~td.~itcber and Vincent Sbeen bave 
aii"ijced that Nebro. was the fulcnua round wb1cb 1he 
~nOD ibiDiQ'mt rnolvcd. He was Jts "soul' as Wru 
as "mmd • Notbms pamtd. hlDl so "iiuebUihC" VJr;"'pMbwe 
Giguage used to m1srepneot tl, VireDc:h 1t out of coatexl, 
and pamt lt lll a miWler abhorrent to the architect hunseU 
He defended DOD alignment agawt tlu: charge tbat at was 
~""iVi'iieUiri\1tf...t that 11 was an euphevusm for .. ~lOD.,. 
wheii wor14 L\sucs came to the fan: Speaking lD the Parlla­
mc1lroDMaieh 11, 1956 he put the pohcy m Us nght per­
spetllvC' 

""We wanted to follow aot a men:ly neutral or negahve 
pal1cy but a pos1hvc one naturally he1pu:lg those forces that 
we consu:ler nght a.Eid :aaturaiiy dtsapprov1ng tbc th1ngs 
th:tt we do Qot hkc and leEpmg away from otber .;ouatncs 
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and ahgnments of powers whzch oormaJiy Jed to ma~ 
ftll:ls" 

Spealang 1n the CouiiCII of States on Februal}' I~ 1956, 
be declaml. 

' 'T<L_ bec.,2!lle.J'.!!!.2!.! power_ bloc means g1V1ng up the 
ngbt to bave a pobcy of our own and foDowmg that of some­
bdily else SumY,tliisu .;; the land of future any self 
respectmg person wou1d-bke ~sage for our great , ... ---- -- --~ 

Nehru's oon alrgnmeot emerged uoscathed from the at~ 
tacks to whrch It was subjected to by 1ts pathotog~cal enemtes 
bke Dunes aad by those cold war wamon who were dJsap. 
pornted rn bavrng farled m draggmg Indra rnto bJoc entaagfe.. 
meots Non abgmnent also came out unscathed from the un­
wammted. mvasroo from our ne.ghbour, Ouoa Speaking a 
few months .after Cb1nese attack on lnd1a's borders, be stated 
ID the Lok Sabba on Sept""ber 3, 1963 

'"I would repeat that m our external pobcy we attach 
great unportancc to what has been called non al•gament 
With any particular bloc that does not meun that we have 
weakened in our desne to adhere to non abgnment fully Non­
abgnment IS a part ~c:!" pQlrg: of workJI!S fpr _;;rtcf 
peaei'iD'a cooper3troa We have amved at a sta~ when..!!!!)' 
other policy may lead to wor'fdiltsaster Jf'"of oUrPif, we 
aarmto nOil:itrgam"iDt" -- .. -- -- -

Nehru's JJ21,!_cy}!!. _ !!,OD al•gnment bas ~ steadr~ly 
"pursuc:d~nme Mm1ster.l!!hra_Gandh1 S~~l deVJ 

ated from Jl an 1acb much as her enemres may try to affinn 
even 10 the face of facts clear as erysta1-Whl1e her father 
was dii"Drch~tec:r of non al1inment and stceied 1ts ~ bo3r 10 
mtemattonal \\-cathcii wUh cold \\.ar waves lasbmg at Wiih 
fury ag:unst 11, Mn ~!!!J'r2Us~.n.Jil'h~!!ffas~~ 
lnJ.!!:.!t~glb A!§.!....P.lhcred -•~ ~s.J!l!!-"''iifc _non-o 
abgrl!!lmt more dynamtc and more pu~u1 dunng her 
~tr;wa~JV..;,:,_iiii~~idi'"~~"'".ntrw.~ 
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econOmtc aspects of norua.!!gnrnent have -~!!!...m!'" 
atlent1oD Tbe VIeWS expmscd at the Lmua F0te1gn Muusfm" 
~- 1n August 197S ha\'C become tho BJOUndWOrk 
fOI" tbe evolutl01\ of a new 1nto:matKmal cconom.tc order "On 
our ~:· she Said tn her v.-e1come add~ at a meet.mg With 
Ptes1dertt 1ito and Presuknt Nasser. ~~un 
tnes must make a Ut~ncndous etron to becotu.c self rcba.nt m 
~gtveluller mcanmg and content Co our"i'Rdepto.deuoe 
oilf'DY 'iiiutual cooperat1on 1n lhc economiC, poht1cat and 
cultiiiifipfieres can tiUIODJecti.ve befurtb.ettd.,. ..... An out 
1.t'i'nd1iig te$ult Of thu. tnpa:rt1tt. mee.tmg. bt.ld 1n New Delhi 
m October 1966, was the collectwe approach to the econom1c 
cbaUengcs to non al1gnment ed to peaceful coexlStence 
Tbls coUecttve approach had. of counc, emerged eat\1er, but 
1ts systematic extens1on as non altgned sohdatlt)' 1n the form 
of eontmuous consu1tahom. mectmgs and cODfennces at aU 
kvels to meet wsth mamfo1d l\oorld problems was S1gD\6cant 
evoluhon m the Operat10Dalmethods of DOD al•gnmcnt 

Under lhc bold and petSpJcaciOUJ leadcnhlp of 'Mrs 
Gandb1, lnd1a conhoues to pursue tbe pobcy of non abgn 
meol, CVC1l ut lhe: cbaogcd JOteroal and mternahooal Circum 
stances WJth wbat External AD'aus MJmstcr, Mr Y B Chavan 
caUs • onsma1Jty m contmu•tj' The \fast cbaDges 1hat: bavt 
overtakeD the wor1d have only confirmf:d tbe cootma1ng \'Bll 
d1ty of DOD al1pment Und~_J!IJ!!I~LoLthesc..cbaoges 
mtbtaJy blocs and alignments have betn thrown 111.to dual!!Y1 
wliireiiOnitlsi\ment'tiis _:cDin.£,!.0.:_~b!_8ce mo'ie jiid:inorc 
countnes The panm.ount relevance of non-alignment lies m 

1 th'ilact th!t as l'ofehN put tt once:, Jt .S "'ruDcd. to thedtvei!?P" 
mc:"iit"'iilU:ie fu.~' ThCRJ.n hcs tts tnbctmt ~1tabty, 1\s 10 

\ h~ atld 1ts 1nhttent pQWer to attn.ct thos;;ho 
stttrtie-outtlde Its orb1t -

Indt"a""'s fete7; polrcy has had to contend With the pol1 
tlCS of alignment of 1ts umntdtate nt~ghbour Paklstan which 
took the (atal step of entenng Ulto mJhtary partnc:ubrp w1th 
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lbe USA ond of becommg a polt of tiS bloc pobltcs" Ac­
cordmg lo NIXOn's btographer, Ralph de Toledaoo, the tileD 
V1ce Prcsulent, on hiS retum from a tour of As1an couutnes, 
urged US mlh.taty a1d to Pakistan • as a counterforce to the 
conlinned neulra!WD of Jawabarlal Nehru' (NJSOD, Looclcm, 
1957, p 164) The Jnfamous .. hit' m NJXOD·Klssmger's 
pobc1es towards Pakistan explams, to a large extent, the tnt­
gedy that overtook the sub cODbDODt m 1971 when Oeo 
Yahya Khan•s ruthless military government butchered tens 
of thousands of people of what was then East Palwlao, lead 
mg to the outbreak of \VOir and finally to the emergeDCO of 
Bangladesh 

1be mterference of outsule powers Yit1ated IDdo Pakistan 
relatiOIIS and prevented lhe two siSter couutru:s from success­
fully estabhshmg goed oe.tghbourly relauons Mrs Oandh1 
made steadfast efl'orls for amJty between the two COUDlrles 
It was largely at her JDJbahvc and through her peneveraoce 
that the lustor1c Suala agreement was arnved at 1be agree­
ment was a maJOI' turrung po1nt Jnd1a under Mn GaodbJ 
JS detennmed to do evecylhmg posSible to promote the process 
started by the SUDia agreement We should not, however, 
forget that the ouls1de powers have done Ibm IDJgbt and 
ma1n to reverse the proc:ess of normabsatJon and to further 
aggravate tensions JD the sub contment 

Our Pr1me MJDJSter's rcc:ent JDliJabvc ID normahs1og re 
laiiODS between lnd1a and Pabstan bore fruit when at lslam:a 
bad the Fore1gu Secretnr1cs of the two countnes evolved aD 
agreement to re estabhsh run d1plomabc rcJaboas at ambu­
sadonal level. to restore other severed bDts bkc the all' bnks, 
mcJudmg over 0Jghts, and road and ra1l Jmks 'Ibe asree­
ment has been haded as a ma,JOr breakthrough m lodo-Pab· 
stan rcJauoru, prom1smg to unprove them and to lead to lbeU" 
normal•sallon Jt 11 fuUy 10 accord w1tb the S1111la asrcement 

It as unfortunate that certain re3dloaary clements JD 

PaL.JStan bad been sleppmg up a e:unp:up of vlhficaboa 
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agamst India, agal!lsl the 'ICl'} path o[ DOn ah-t II IS 

pwsumg Dace the l'alr.lst:m T1111es tned to make oul that 
there l\as no truly non abgocd. country Ul lbe world1 Yugo. 
slaVJa wilS SJDgled out as explollmg non ahgnment to pi'"OYide 
rtseU with a stalure m the mlcmauooal c:OIDDlwuty far bJgger 
than what ,ts populahon., o:::ononuc potenltal cr geographical 
pos1Uon entttled 11 I Dctogatocy" rdetenca. were made to 
Marshal Tlto who was dcscnbed 35 \he only .. 5UJ"YY.YIDg 5Clf 

styled apostle .. of non alignment lndla was cntlca.sed of 
course on lhe expected bucs as bea.ag an expiiDS.ICtDlSt'" 
power bent upon extendwg us begeo:mny all over As1a A 
very m.Sidaous attempt w2s made even to crate llllSUader 
s.tandLDg Wlth Nepal and Sn Lanl.a.. 

As agillDSt DOD alJgnm.eor Mwhm. DIUOJl.S who CODSb 

tute a maJonty of mcmbc:Is of the Don alzgned group are 
bemg urged by Paltsl.an s theocrahc and rcac:tJODary eucles 
to coasobdate m lslanuc groupt.Dg Many tears are bemg 
shed over the fact that not much worl. .bas bcea done JD the 
ao.ture of a follow up of the secoPd Islaauc. sumaut In fad 
11 was said that while Pakistan bad always supported the Arab­
cause even to 1hc p01nt of mm.O)mg 1ts "'known fneDds .. and 
at c:OD$lde:rab1e rut to 11s own econODllc and other mter 
n•s some ol lhc: Arnb countries have been rather apathebc 
to Pakutaa s probleuts such as ""lbe rJgbt of scU delennma 
IIOJl ol the propte of Kasbmu 

ibiS maJor obJ«:Uvc La. la.unclua.g a t.J.rade. o.s;:unst non 
alt;,nment " to pro1 ct the conecpt of au. lslam.1c bloc. as op­
~ to the non ahgna! group The. fact that many Mus\lm 
c»untnes ba.ve made 1t catezoncally clear lbat the two COD 
cepts are not cootrad.ictozy and may acrually be cOJllplemcat 
azy to each other IS •rlsome to Pabstan s rulmg c.trclcs As. JS 

welllnowa the stand of most Musbm couotnes JS t.hat Islamac 
coafe~aces arc unponant fer dJSCI.WIDg vanow rebgzous 
and SOCID-e(ODcm.lc ptoblons of t:he Mwlmu of the world 
But the maJor pohru:al lhmlt to M!.Wun naiJoQS emanates 
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from the DDpcnabst ZIODJSt gang up agamst the 'Ihltd Wodd 
'lbus, there should not be any con.O.tct between non alignment 
which IS essenbaUy a pohhcal Jdca and Islamic fraltrmty bas 
ed upcm common rebg1ous and spmtuaJ bonds 

Consistent wath our bas1c pobcy and our Dahonal mtcr 
ests, the. Government of lnd1a has stnven to mamtam fnendly 
relahollS w1th the USA on the basiS of cquai.Jty, reciprocity, 
mutual respect and. non werfcrcDOC Indo-US telu.tollS suf 
fercd when Washington took a hostJ.lc athtudc towards some 
of our basac nahonal ISSues Bulldmg of D1ego Garoa. as a 
nuclear military base, goes counter to the nabonali.Dterests of 
our country and poses a danger to peace and sccunty Ul As.la. 
A fruitful d.za!ogue Wlth the USA JS poss1blc only 11 at reco 
gmses the ngbtful pos1t1cu Indla. has come \o Ote\spy 1n \he 
reg10a, lf 1t abandons als pohcy of .. hit towards Pabstan and 
Jtlves up the plan to c:onven Indian sub-cootmcnt mto a hot 
bed of liDpmahst mtngues Our country has lnend)y and co­
operabve. rc:labons Wllh tbc USSR. 'lbc s1gmng of the Treaty 
of Fnendslnp. Peace and Co-operation With the U$SR was a 
great landmark 1.11 the evolution of IDdla s forcagu pol1cy 11 
remforced lhe tradaiJonal fnendslup between the two coun 
tncs and enabled cooperaiJOD on a higher and m~ c:xtensnc 
level In lhc work for peace and. development Some mtercsled 
antcruat•ooal quarters. always lookmg for an oppcnt,unuy to 
hn ot Imina s pol~eacs. cnbased tlus histone treaty as DOt 10 
keeping wath tbe pohcy ol non alignment Mr <::havan re­
pelled thas propilg;mda when he s.:ud that the trea~ sii'CDgth 
encd both the c:oacept and the cond11ct of non alignment as 
It specarica.lly and solemnly embod.Les Sovu:t rec:ogruhon and 
respect ror rndta.s pohqo or non ahgnme:nt 

Mr Y B Chav3.0 declaml m tbc: Lok: Sa.bn., on April 
8 1976 that lndza s rcla11ons With the USSR a.ad tM USA 
could not be bracLetcd together as then: was a quallt:l.llve 
dafferencc IR the 11es \\ath the lv.o countncs ID.d1:J.'s rclat1ons 
WILh the USSR. wh1ch b.:ad 1tood by us lhrough all our 
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ordeals aud WJtb wluch our outlook on ddl'crent mtemabooal 
muts was sumlar, wen:. exccllcDt and wann As for the USA, 
Jts slDlld on some usues was Jusllhe oppos1tc of that of ladla 
There were occSSJons wbep lncba and lhc US came JDto am 
.fllct when the latter's mtcrcsts extended to global polac:y Mr 
Chavan sa.Jd L I Brezhaev s reference to lo.daa at tbe 25th 
Congress of the CPSU was ample proof of the very good, ex­
cellent and warm rc1a.tlonsb.Ip between the two countnes 
The USSR had stood by us 1.11 all our ddliculr bmcs aad bolp­
ed enormously &D the econOIJllc and mdustnal policy of 1lus 
countcy, he. added. 

The Pre.Sident of the lnd1an Nahonal Congress, Shr• 
D K Ba.nxWI ;tlso undcrl.ulc:d, m clear ac.d forceful words, 
dJ.lf'erencc m athtude of tho USSR and the USA towards our 
counlty whleh our fore1gn pohc:y plamu:rs take mto ccnstdc: 
tal10D wlnle. ~ol'lmg postum. on JSSUCS whiCh face. ASia aDd 
the world at large Addrcssmg the semmat on New Perspce 
hvcs of Indo Sov1ct CoopcratlOil held m March J97S, Sbra 
D K Barooah sllld 

• So fat as \k ro1c of the SoViet Umon 1S concerned, as I 
llave smd, 11 has been a v1tal factor m tbe sllc:ngthenmg of 
our etonomy, m l:hc streng~ o1 our &eeunty, and. eve:n 
more than that. lD creatmg a cllmatc of peace and secunty 
m lhc regiOD to wbicb. we belong J would hkc you to co.o 
Sider the ddl'erent roles of the two leadmg c:ounlncs: of tbe 
world-the USA and the USSR--m tlus n:g1on We have to 
cons1der how fat they have been helpful or othenvlSC to the 
c:ausc of peace and SCCllrlty m Asia My VIC\\s on this quc:s 
lion are very clear and. categoncal I bchevc that the Amen 
can guo ruP.Illo.g m llllS reg1o.a has mc:IQSed msccunty m the 
rcgaon. Iu. the Mtddle East, m SouCh East As1a, m South 
A11a, ID aU these areas, the sord1d g8.11le of gun nmruag the 
tradlliOD.al game of the unpenal.tsts has bcc%1: gomg on 
Alertdy" 

In a mcssa.ge publlihed m the book. 'la.daa aad lhe Sovlel 
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UDIOU, Pnme Mmlster or India Mrs Indllll Gandlu summed 
up the role wluch lndo-Sovtcl relations. have played on the m 
temallonal plans and bilaterally She dccJIIICd 

"Fnendsb1p bet\\een lnd1a and the Sov1ct Uruon pre-dates 
our Indepc:Ddence It •s rooted m the reaiiiiuon on our pan 
of lbe hiStone slgmficm~Ce of the Soviet expenmcDt m mans 
quest for equahty and JUSiu:e and the SoVlct peoples reco­
gnttlon of mdcpendent India. s role m the mtcmatJ.onat com 
mumty Our two cauntrJes have worked together on the 
mtematlonal scene to support the l.tbera.t•oo struggles of colo­
rual peoples and to oppose all forms of raaal.tsm 

Indo-Soviet fnendshlp has led to greater culturalmter 
change a.ad has taken the concrete form of mutually benefic:1al 
trade and economic: cooperation We m IndJa deeply appre 
c:1ate the help gn-en by the SoYICt Umon to our effort of 
estabhsb1ng baste: mdustnes m the State sector by wluc:b we 
have been able to strengllleo lhc folllJdalums of our econozmc 
5C1f relWJCC and mdustnal progress 

ID India we are stillm tbe mrdst of lrans1IJOD from an 
uneqnal feudal 50Ciet)' mto a modem egahtanan SOC:ICty We 
have adopl~d lbc palh of pJannmg for we know thai lbe pro­
blems of poverty and dtSpanty can be solved ooly wbea the 
nallon as a whole through the organs of State power, cames 
out Jts soc:1al respoos1b1hty We know also that newly free 
amntnes c:an CDSurc tbelt long term secunty only through 
the achievement of mteraal econom1c: strc.D.gth and pobuc:al 
coheSion 

Whde engaged 10 strengthenmg 1ts 0\\11 naUonhood 
Uldepe:ndent India bas coDSIStentJy IC]CCtcd narrow nabonal 
c:haUVIDISm and has sought fnendshJ.p and cocperatlon w1lh 
aU nahons We have cons15tent1y upheld coexistence for c:on 
frontahon ts the enemy of pcac:c Without which poorer coun 
tnes cannot progress or even sumvc 1be close and expand 
Ill£ f'nendsh1p be~-een the Sov1ct Umoa and ladta: u aa ex 
amf!_e::s;fiiOW peo'PTesWnh-th~~~ ~.:!-~ds etm wort 
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together lo stre.ogthen bilateral relahoas and scrw lheJ=1rser 
cause of mtemallonal peace and unckrstandmg " 
"J;;;ha,~iiie paih I..diim-by Nehru, lw dcve 

toped fnendly and cooperallve relations wtth 1ts neighbours, 
BangladWl, Nepal, Burma, Sn Lanka. lndones1a, Mal 
aysa. Singapore, the cou.o.tnes of lndcH:hlna, Afghanlstan, 
Iran and the Arab Q)UJltm:s 1'hose countnes are 0\11' geo­
&"plncal and cultunl ne•ghbouB 

Iu.dta u. also m the fotcfrant of countnes developmg 
close poh11cal and ec:ollCJmJC n::lauons w1th Latm Am.enca 
aDd tbc Canbbean. 

lodJa S po~ of DOD abg;mncnt IS DOl 8D JCJeabst~ 
romaollc mtemal.loaal posture though n JS actuated by the 
sdCiiOfpeTcc &CedciQ, rquaiJty and c:oopcraboD 1hts iS a 
poLCf!._alc:ulated to safeguard the COUD.Iry!. nahonal ml~ 
T&i ....!!!!..J!m9,'!1Sile Ut _!~I5!!L~ DDI!..ahgDme!_!_IS, 
lbttclo_!!, tbc dtvelopm.ent of llllc<ual wmoauc, ""''a! and 
p0hbc:al stability and slrolglb From .... the'~m& 1Dd1ahas 
gavf'D pnmary iioportaocc to plamuog for SOCio-ecodOIIJIC 

development The Pnmc MlnJster s 20-Pomt Programme bas 
accelerated thLS proc:css cf devc:Jopment towards greater pros 
pcnty and 1oe1al JUS.ttce A prosp-rous llld!a 15 a guarantee 
of peace m Asta, a gu:l.nlntee of \he suc:c:css of the. movement 
of noo oWgnment which Nehru pioneered and wb.lch h1S 
daughter u successfully c;urymg fo:ward 111 the altered v.orJd 
SdUIIPoa today 



CHAPTERll 

A New Asian Era at Bandung 

The Afro As1an commumty forms the rorc of the no.a-. 
allgaed group These nahons constitute 1ts m3Jnstay. 1ts ma.aa 
dnVIDg force Thell' umty and sohdanty are the guarantee 
tbat non alignment wall endure the pressures of tls opponents 

The eonctpt of .,onenm of Asm". of .. Allan ~rsonab.ty" 
whacb, wllh the emergence of llberated Afnca, broadened m­
tD the concept of Afro As1aa sollda.nty-had becJJ. mdtvu1ble 
from the Jongangs of coloma! peoples to free lhemselves from 
Western colomDl bondage Sun Yat SCD, mlus 1924 declara­
tion. declared that the hberahon struggle 10 ASia could ooJy 
surtecd Lf 'all ASJat1c peoples unttc and stand as cme " 
Mahatma Gandht wrote m 1920 about the growmg sobdanly 
of Asum countnes m theiJ' struggle agaJJISt Western coloma 
IISID C R Du who prcslded over the 1922 annual sessaon 
of the lndWl Nattona\ Congress, urged lnd1a'a part1C1plll1on 
m an As1an federataon wh1ch he regarded as JDCVJtable The 
talk about an As1aa federatton S.g8111 figured at the Congress 
sess1ons m 1926 and 1928 In 1940, Jawaharlal Nehru ad 
vanced the 1dca of rormmg an As1ao fcdCr::J.t1on as a consta 
haent of the world federatiOn of fururc (Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Au AaloblogmpbJ) 

The Idea of As1a.R fedcra.hOD was not entirely a product 
of an 1dcahsr stram 1n Ind1an nabau:lbsm It also expmsed, 

35 
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forcefully and graph1caUy, the gtowmg awareness of an Astan 
tdectJty m the course of the conli.nents strUggle ag:unst Wes 
tern colorual dommat1on Among the m::~.ny factots bsted by 
Nehru which make the As1a.n countnes umte together, apart 
from geography, were as follows. F:rnt, expcnence of colontal 
dommatlon by Europe, Second, the process of "'findiDg one­
self' after tberr commg together; Thud, the fear that freedom 
may be lost to Europe once: aga.~n, Fourth, common econoDUC 
needs (Ind.ta•s Forr1gn Pobcy: Selrdtd Sp«cbts of Jsnrnh:lr• 
l:al Nehru, 1946 61, p 261) 

Smce Ind1a was the first among As1an countnes to cast 
of{ tU coloma\ bondage, u took the. lead m gw1ng a call for 
forgi.llg the uruty of the people~o of the continent, for devetop­
mg sOhdanty wtth A.fnca. to help newly mdtpcndent coun 
tnes to evolve the1r fore1gn pohc1es w1thm the framework of 
DOD alignment for butldmg ZOikS of peace, and for establlsb 
mg fnendshlp w1th progress1ve. anh unpenal.Jst forces of the 
world of which the soc1al!St camp formed an mtegra1 and 
1mportant part 

Fotlowmg the military defeat of NaZJSm and mJ.lJtanst 
Japan to wh1t.b the USSR made a s1gna\ contnbutJoD, the 
SOCJ.ah.st system emerged on a W1de scale, the colomal syste[ll, 
re~d and ruthl~ly ma.~ntamed by unpenall.st powers, star 
ted d1smtegrahng youDg 1Ddependent states begaD emerg~Dg 
from the rums of colorual empttes, tcansfomung the .. socwl 
landscape of the globe WbJle lnd1a \l-as approaching 1ls full 
and final release from DntJSb cotorual dommallon Jawabas 
l:ll Nehru thought n fit and timely to convene 1n New Delb1 
the first As1an Relahons Conference The very bo1dmg of 
the confe~nce re affinned that As1a,. long held m colon1al 
semtude had arnved on the scene and could no longer be 
bro\\ beaten and held bacl.. from advance "'For too Jong we of 
As1a have been pehtJoners tO. Western oourts and chancdknes, 
Nehru undencored the pomt m a powerful language "'lbal 
story must now he:k:IU .. t lQ. ~ ';>OZ.~ Vloc. 'l'Jt'Clptt!>t \et 'lro\::..'fr.i ttU 
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our own feet and to coopemre WJth all others who are prepar 
ed to co operate WJih We do not JDtend to be the play 
things of others (Report ol Proceedmp aaa Documonlalloa 
or First ASIDD Relallons Confereaee, p 24) 

Nalurally, the enfue West frothed WJfb rage at the "''Y 
1dea of holdmg tbJS conference The c:hang1Dg structure of 
pobhc:s 1n As1a was not to the hk1ng of UDpenabsts from 
whose bands the colomes were sl1pp10g out one a£1er another. 
10 one coahnent and the other Jn Asm and Afnc:a Under 
staodably the Nnr York Tomes (Man:h 26 1947) warned 
the Western world to watch carefu11y what was happenh1g 
an the lnd1an cap1tal smce Jl may have large potenhabhes " 
In a sumlar ve1n the London Times wrQCe The world has ; 
a new force to reckon w1th m the awakened spmt of As1a • 

The UDptrJabsts therefore dtd thetr best to see lhat a 
larger number of countnes did not atteod the IC'OD£emlce 
0 H Jansen wrote m blS book Afro-Asm Dbd Noa a1tgmnent 

It 1s ddlicult to resJst the coaclus1on that BrttiSh d•plo 
mahc representatives m some areas of As1a at least d1d their 
best to render the lDVIIatJons abortive (p 46) 

The mvtlat1ons were sent through BntJSh d1plomafJC 
MISSIODS 8S lnd.Ja then bad DO JDdependent reJafiODS With 
Afro-Asian countnes Not one smgle Bnbsh JDJSSIOD forwar 
ded the appbcabons to Arab countnes ~ French colomaJ 
authonttes on thetr part d•d theJr utmost to prevent the 
IDYJiauoo reachmg Ho Cb1 Mmh 

The 1mpenahsts especJaUy strove-us lod1a had DO 
d1plomat1c te1aboos w1th the USSR then-to make sure lbat 
1DVIta1Jons d1d not reach the Soviet Central As1an Repubbcs 
(lind , p 46) But the JnYJtaftOns were sent by Mr 'Knsbna. 
Menon tbrough Soviet Fore1gn M•mster wbo 'Warmly wel 
comed tbe tde:l. of the conference (lind , p 4 7) 

Impenahsts were sore OD the Idea of Soviet Central 
As1an Repubhcs altendms the conreraace 1he Westem 
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])0\\'ers also felt 1ufunated wb~D Nchtu, greet1ng the Semel 
rcpresentata...es, spoke wrth speera1 warmth about the Soviet 
Repubbcs of ASJa wb1ch, he declared, •have advanced so 
rap1dly m our generat1on • 

The fint Astau RelatlODS CoDf'erenee. a prelude to the 
Buduug Conference, was thllS an event of hiStone s1pdic 
aace For the first hmc 10 hiStory lhe countnes of Asia c:ame 
together oa ODe platfon:a, spcakmg a common language of 
ant1 unpenallsm along w1th the Sovact Central Astan Re­
pubhc:s wbac:b, wu.b the ~ctory Df the GR:at Oc:tobet Soc:\3.• 
hst RevoluiJoa, had taro themselves aftay from 1mpenal1sm 
and started a new soctahst way of hfe The c:on(erencc stres 
sc;d the aced for Astan umty It ep1tcuused what Nehru c:aJJ. 
ed "a wtdespmd urge and an awatcacss that the ttme had 
come for us the people of As1a, to meet together, to hold to­
gether and to advauee together .. (Report of Pramdurgt ana 
DeelaraUoas of F'JISI Asum Rdabons ConftrtDCe, p 24) 

Mahatma Gaudlu also addrus<d the <:<mference He 
expressed b1s tdeas how econom1c ;md c:ultUr31 t1es amcmg 
1he countnes of lhe coo.hnc:Dt could be strengthened. Tbe 
great leader of the IadJan freedom momnen~ wbo had shakrn 
IJllpcnahsm 10 1ts very roots and had msp.IRd the frffilom 
movcmenls m ASia and Afnc:~ was fl1/to. a thunderous ap­
plause 

1be Pnme MmJSter of the Provls10llal Govtmmeat of 
lzldones1a, Dr Sultan Shahriar, pleaded for prcservahon of 
"'As1an smtnnent" as .. a holy fl.amc• (Ibid., p 24 t) He uholi 
ed the As1ao. peoples lo pull t.U lhel!' '"t!Detgles m\o the task of 
m:WDg thts tonfertnc:e ltrVe 1ht bcgmmng of lii:Utual endea­
vour on the part ol an AStans far a better world m wluch the 
grant1ng of pohtac:al soc:ml and economsc JUSIJce to aU will 
lead to 'One /um' " 

The eoofereace, attended by 32 eountnes, be1d. on a 
non govemmtntal kvcl, dlscuued prob1eftl!. c:ooneeted wtlb 
tho As1an peoples~ stnlgglcs a:amst colorualssm and raczahsm 
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and for coord1nahng thctr forc:JgD pol1c1cs It put forward 
the Jdca of un1ty of As1an peoples• struggle agamst colon1al 
rule, the commumty of the•r mms, and the need for As1an co­
operation The coafen:nce also d1scussed such quest1on as the 
nalJooal l1berabon movetb.cnls m As1a. mtra ASia m1gra1ton, 
cultural c:oopenhon, c:onttrs1on of economieS from c:olODJal 
to national ll.nes, demand for freedom of colomal peoples 
It outlined the contours of the fulure pohhcal and economJc 
c:ooperatlon of AsJaD. peoples It wu at tht!l confe:Rnce that, 
for the first tune, the question of expcdle:ncy of drawmg up 
a programme for ensunng the ~ndependcnee and secunty of 
As1an countnes tbrough thcu collccttvc efforts was mooted 
The •mportance of tlm mechng of Astan countnes lay 10 the: 
fact that tb.ts first an As•an forum s1gnlfied the emergence of 
Independent As1a m lhc znterna.honal arena capable of •n 
fluencmg the course of world C\'ellts Nehru cmpbas1scd that 
"1111s occasion u umquc lll htstory"\ bcmg "'a landmark wluch 
diVIdes the past of As1a from the future"' The conrermce 
heraJded As1a's bJStonc resurgence 

Incha agam took the lead 10 organESmg another confer 
ence of As1an countnes 10 New Dclh1 10 1949 The need for 
tak1ng the tnltJaiJVC had ansen as the Jnd1an Government, 
com1ng out m support of the l1bcratJon. movements and 
aga1nst coloma1 oppress1on. could Dot Sit Idle wb1le the Dukb 
lmpena115ts were commrthng aggrcss~ve acl!l against the 
young republic of Indonesia Nineteen countnes offic1al1y 
took pan 1n the conference The Dutch bad been encouraged 
1n thetr aggt'CS!IIVC acts WJtb the c:onmwnc:e of Western 
powm-the USA and Bntatn-who lent them moral and 
matenal asststanee The Dutcb actton came llll a sharp r: 
mmder to Asian optnton of the gnm artc:r-cft'ec:ts of a coton1al 
pov..er"s partnership w1th Western md1tary blocs wh1ch had 
already taken place to oppose new devr:lop1ng nations Nehru 
descn"bcd the Dutch act1ons 10 Indonesta as "the most na\.ed 
,and »Mlwhed aggrrssum., (0 H Jansen.. Afro.AsLI a.od 
NDD·Aiogameat, p BS) 
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Th1s conference the first meehag of As1ao natJODS held 
nl govcmmc:ma\ le.ve1 caused atructy among Wcstem coum­
tnes Indeed the Wcstcm governments were even man: 
dubiOUs aud feaduJ of thu conrcrencc than they had been of 
Jts predecessor for lhu artcr aU was an offictai gathenng"" 
(lbac!, p 37) But why lh1s apprchtnsLon" In the words af 
G H Jansen An officta1 publlCLty dLrCeltve l.!isued by tllc 
Indian Government on 17th Jaauary had thts to say -rbc 
UaLted K1ngdom and Un1ted Sta~es attitude--the what ncr 
vousness was the result of apprchensmn that after Uus first 
meet1ag; tbe Assan eountnes. m\gbt l~am to work together P1 
matters of common JDtr:mt and thus break away froDl the 
tutelage of Western powm"' (lind.) The West, there!~. 
took measures to see that the conference was not held at aU 
The Nnr Yo•k Tllftts (22nd January, 1949) dec.tared pont.­
ficaUy lhat fomgq diplomats m New Deth1 had DDpressed OD 
Nehru lbe VJeW that ao anll WcstCfD. bloc would be d1sadvan 
tagcous and would create a clcaYolgc m 1he UN 

The CODf'erence was after an an As1an nposte to 8 
fiagraut attack made by an European tolODlal power OD an 
East Asum govermDCDt thai 11 had 1tscH recogwsed m breach 
of two solemn 1nlernahooal pledges and orders of the UN 
Afler c:eatunes of political dom.mat1on and 1'8Clat a:clusaw 
ness practised by Wcsletn Europe m ASia Europe was DOW 
afra1d :md 111d1gnant a1 the poss1lnl1ty lhal Asia m1gbt cOme 
tnto ats own Western Europe had n::grou~ Jtself 111to 

NATO When As1a came c:tosc:r together to fight back ats 
tentacb:s spreadmg over the continent the unpena1Jsts how\ 
ed bad. saytog 'Th11 1.1 a Wicked mumal lt defc:nds atself 
when attacked ,. 

Despite wpenahst cff'orts to thwart ds proeeedwgs the 
second New DcU:n confermce aga~n d1Sc.usscd--th1s t1me on 
a governmental lcvc:l-forms of Astatt U1nty needed ta fight 
colomabsm.. Nehru proposrd sethng; up of a commdtee cons1st 
ma: of representahves of As1an countr•c:s 14 the UN for bold 
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mg dlSCUSSIOD OD m:tjOr ISSUCS pertBIDIDg to the COD11DCDl 

The Ceylonese dclcg:ahon put forward the 1dca of rcg~ooal 
defeocc of Asian couatncs The outcome of thiS confemlce 
was seen 1n the fact that the Dutch colob1al1sts were forced 
to withdraw from lndonCSJa and that country was declared 
mdependent on 1 Janu:uy 19SO-the date spc::cdicd JD the 
conference dec1StOD 

The next Asaan meet was held m 1954 10 Colombo 
whtch demanded that an smmed1::J.te stop be put to lmpenahst 
taterveahoa tn Jndo-Chma The conference also coastdered 
the proposal for a conference of mdependeat As1aD and Afn 
can countnes for working out a coordma.ted pohcy oa the 
most cructal aspects of Iatemahoaal relatiOns The conference 
was attended by the Pnme Mm1stcn. of Iad1a Bunna Indo­
nesia Ceylon and Pak1stan ~ was a declSIVe develop­
ment Indeed for the Colombo Con(m:nee d.1teetly stem 
med the Bandung Conference With aU lis unmensc con 
sequences (G H Jansen Arro Asm and Nou Al•gnmeat, 
p 143) 

It was at tlus canfereacc that Nehru came out agamst 
lhe bogey of .. ant1 comm.urusm msed by the US as a coun 
lerfOJI to the demaad for anh coloa•ahsm It was a mere 
echo of the Amencan thesiS .. he expi::J.nlCd (JbiCL, p 160) 
Nehru also made ll clear that 10 ASJa oppostllon sbou1d be 
expressed b01h to cluneal colon1ahsm m North Afnc1 and 
to whatc settler governments m Centml and East Afnca­
an aaUe~pahon of nco-coiowalmn 

The Ftvc Pnme Mmtstcrs n~:xt ml:t at Bogar m the same 
year (December 28 and 29) to make arrangcm~:nts for hold 
mg the first Afro Astan Confen:nc:e at Baadung to draw up 
lis agenda and a bst of 1ts partiCipants The Peoples Re-­
public of Chma was IDVJ.ted at the lllStstcncc: of India Nehru 
took the lead tn formulabng the. tasks for the Bo.ndung Con 
ferencc: In a note he sent to oth~:r Prune '\fmtsters before the 
Bogor meetmr he suggested tbqt the wbof~: obJect should 
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be to create an atmosphere of cooperation and to put As1a 
and Afnca more m the world ptctUte smce "the old ba1aum 
110 longer bold good'" (Ibid., p 172) "A VISIDD of a grand 
asseJDblage of the two OJDimcnts rather than or an ampbfied 
Af~As•an group was earned by Mr Nehru to Bogor" (lbuJ • 
p 172) 

The Baadung Conference was rbe first offiCial confer 
enee of Astan and Afncan countnn deshucd to have a. great 
1mpact on world events The u!lpcnallst West. DaturaJiy, 
sounded the alarm Walter Ltppman wrote m the New York 
T'ames that no 1Uw1ons should be cheruhed that the USA B!ld 
tts allies 111 Western Europe would be ]udgcs. and not defend 
ants at the forthcommg coDfcrcnce The best comment on 
Western reaction came from Gen Romulo of Phtbppmcs 
He sazd --rhat the West was generally apprehe4stw about 
Bandung betrays an uneasy conscience. a sense of gu11t' (11le 
l\femnag of Badaag. Umvemty of North Carobna Press 
1956) 

''WinJe messagr.s of goodwill came to the confercace 
from PresJdent Voroshllov of USSR and lbe Pmld1Pms of 
five SOVIet Ceutrat As.1an Republ1CS,"' wrote G H Jaasea 
'"the Unlled States GO\'CJIIDlCD.t bad not yet emergrd from Jbl 
sulks As Coagrcssman Powell put Jf, Prcstdent Erseuhowcr 
had 'stupidly" ft:JieCted b1s suggeshon to send grcet1ngs he 
h~ a telegram from the State Department to prow 1l, whiCh 
stated that the Department doubted whether the relaboash19 
of the Un1ted States to the conference "wou1d wanant a mes 
sage " (Op Cit, pp 192-191) 

The Bandung Canlercncc was warmly welcomed by the 
USSR and by o'hcr soc:Jahst c:ountnes The SoVIet Forc1gn 
Mm1stry m a statement (ApnJ HS 1955) aprcsscd 1ts finn 
b-'1Je! lllal the BanduDg Confttence would enhauc:e the nat10 
nat self consc:tauslle!os of Afnan and As1an pwples and pro 
mote cooperahon among them ltelp lessen mtemahonat ten 
SIOD #Dd safeguard world peace -rb.e 1detlS of Bandung • 
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as L I Brczhnev &aid later, "arc aimed at ensunng the secu­
nty of Afro-As1an countnc:s, at thetr umty and sol1danty tD 
the sltugglc ag:unst the pohcy of 1mpcnahst blocs, of colona­
ahsm, nco-colomalasm and all forms of r&Cl3.1 and colonaal 
opprcss1on" 

The Dandung confen:nce whtch opened on Apnl 18, 
19SS, was attended by 29 Afro-As1:~n sovmtgn states Ban­
dung was unhl then a hUle known Indonesian town To 1t 
came 340 delegates from countnes With temtor1es totalling 
30 m1lhon kilometres (about a quarter of the world's land sur­
face) and with a populatmn of aenrly I,SOO malbon (about 
two-th~rds of world populaholl) Altend1og the eonfcrenee 
as observers were Arc:hbuhop M.:dcanos who repmented 
Cyprus wb1ch was then fighhng for 1l! Independence and for­
mer Mufti of Jerusalem Amm AI Hussc1D who represented 
the loDg suO'cnng Arab people of PalestiDe 'Ibe very faet 
that the conference was so representative was suffiCient proof 
that the \Vestem powers had faded 10 thetr endeavour of pre­
ventmg 11 from takang place All tlus tumcd the conference 
Jato a factor of maJOf mtcmatlonat UDportance 

The conference set up tbrc:c commtlfees pobucat, eco­
nomic 4Dd cultural 1hc agends:, already 11pprovai at Bogar, 
CODSJSted matoly of the fo11owJP.g 1fcms econouuc: eoopcra­
tlon, cultural coopcrahoo., human ngbts and r1ghr of self· 
determ1natton problem of depeudent peOples, and world 
peace 111d cooperallon 

The Pohhcal Comm1th:e d15Cussed usues o! the greatest 
tonccm to the Thtrd World c:ountnes Pnme MIIUSter Nehru 
unmasked the real nature of cflorts made to befuddle the 
mmds of Third World people 1n order to prevent a full d1s 
closure of the real countenance of coloz:11absm and nee-colo 
Dlalum of Western unpc:nalz:Jt powers G H Jansen revealed 
1n hts book that by late March a sec:rct conttmUee set up 1n 
the US State Department had been able to produce: the follow 
\ng rem;ukably a~rate fort:ca~t of Band\Jng Ch1na woul~J 
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be moderote, 1r1 order to ra1se her pruhge and show herself 
d•plomabcaUy acceptable, the Chanese Prem1er would be 
caut10us and reasonable and there would be a struggle for 
Icaderslup between h•m and Nehru who was e•pectcd to g~ve 
tbc JDect a lead (llnd, pp 185-186) 

Nehru s speec:l1, supported by other beads of govenunents 
at the conference, and hlS VIgorous spate of acbYitl:es at the 
camps of Afro As1an delcgatmns, helped expose colonull•sm 
and nco-coJomalJSDl and thus upheld the role wh1c:h h1story 
had assigned to t1us first ever confermc:c of lis kind 1he 
Eart European states, be satd, could not be described as 
colomes for lhcy were sovereJgD national states. recogr:used 
not only by Alro-As•an nations, but also by Western pawcn 
and, some of them, by the UN as well of whtch they ~re 
membcn 

Nehru, thus gave the 1ca.d m figbtmg buk Western un 
penabsm. s b1d to detach the Thml World from the SOCialist 
world, to sow stnfe and disCOrd bet\\.een. them, and to con 
tmue the ecbfi.ce of the old IDternallonal order Tins mantle 
of the Wtst bas now, unf011unately, falle11 on Ch.tna wluch 
1s dom.g everythmg to undo the spmt cf BanduDg It was 
fl.ga•n not Chma but Indta and Egypt. wbere tbe revoluhao 
Jed by Nasser bad tnumphed, wbJeb took the l~ad 10 eall•og 
for l1beratron of depcodent peoples and for endmg the. colo­
Pial rule Ch•oa s mam obJechvc appeaml to bu11.d up 
a. bloc: of Afro-As1an countnes under 1ts lcadcrSlup aud not 
to help to evolve a uruted hne to counter pro Western strategy 
atmtd. at durupt10g the conf~rtnoe Tb•~ fitted m adm1rably 
Mth Jts great power hegemoo1SI1c role wb1clt 1t tvas to reveal 
later 1D 1rs most brutal and naked form Par:tdDXIcaJly, 1t 
was 1n the Bandung yca.r of 195S, as G H Jansen explalbs 
that the Ch10ese attempts at n.bbJn and probes JD relat1oa 
to tn.d~.a contmued, wbn:h had been preceded by Pekmg"s 
cl:urn an lndJaa territOry, acc:orchng to th1s weU 1nfor 
zacd autbor, 48 da)'S after the SIS'J1LDg: of the $JQo-lnduan 



A Nr!111 A1111n Era •I B•ndun1 45 

agreement on nbct est:abl•shmg lhe Five Pnnc•plcs of Peace. 
ful Co-ex~steacc The p1311mDg of lbe coostruc:hon of lbc road 
holJog Western Tibet w1tb S1nk1aog, runmng acrOSI Ind1an 
lemtory m nOIIhem Lodakh, musl baYIO begun long bc:f01e 
Bandung (Ibid , p 323) 'l1us speal.s ol Chmo's "genuone" JD­

Imsl m buddmg lhe unoled !ronl o! lhc nnrd World 
For Nehru and for other Jeaders of Afro-As1an nabons, 

Dandung meant the opposlle of what Clnna was prcpmng 
for through deception and deccJI Nehru went to the confer· 
encc :tS lbe envoy of resurgent ASJa, proctamung lls Jndom•· 
table sp1nt of UDity iUJd JDVIDCiblhty, Jls JDdeslruchbJe SObda 
nty \\ath Afnea for the common task of erad•eahng the com· 
m.on enemy--colomabsm-for prevent1ng sls re-entry d&r· 
ec:tly or Jndm:ctly, for dJscnt:mgbng the two conhneols from 
the web of Westcm p::tcts, and for bu11dmg a new \\Orld 
order based on peace, JUStice and equably Above au. be 
\\eDt to Dandung wuh des1re to assen Panehsheel as a. gene> 
raJ pnnc1ple of mtemat1onal conduct, as the oaly possable 
bas1s of world peace He told the lnchan J;'arbameat that 
l'ancbshcel was a challenge to lbe people of AsJ:a to the rest of 
the world aud each country would bavo 10 g~ve a dU'eCl us· 
wc:r He hoped each countzy \\ould be asked to say whclher 
u stood for non aggression and non JDtederence or not 

It would not be wroog to say tb'at the most JJDporlanl 
document to emerge from Bandung was the unan1mously 
adopted Declaration on Promotion of Umw:rsal Peace and 
Co-ope:rat1on Jt proclaimed the followmg prmc1ples ngbtly 
called the D1s111Jahon o[ the Bandung Spll'd 

(1) Observaoce of b:ts1c humiUJ ngbts and the UN 
Charter 

(2) Respect for the sovere1gnty and remtorral tD1eg· 
nty of all c:ountncs 

(3) R.ecogmllon of the equality of all rates and 
DIIIODSo b1g and small 
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{4) Rea.uneuttaon of mterventaoa ud mterfereDCC m 
!he Ultcmal af!aus o! other countnes 

(5) Resp<CI for thc ngbt of each counl1)' to md1"11 

dual IUid toUcctlVe delc:ucc m CODfomuty With 
lbe UN Cballcr 

(6) Reuuncmi!OD of use of tlus ngbt m !he mtemts 
of :my g=t pow<r :md to n:fram from pressuns 
mg other counlnes 

(7) Abslellbon from acts ar !heats of aggraswe or 
!he use of fcnco agamsl the temtorlal mtcgnty 
IUid tlldcpcllde""" of :my count<)' 

(8) Setllement of all mt.,.t•ODallbsputeo peaceluUy 
m eoolonmly With !he UN Chon.t 

(9) Promotion of mulual mlemls aad cooperatJoa 
(10) Respect for JUSbcc ODd Pllemabooal conmut 

mCDis 

These IA:u prmaples of Bllllduag arc the pnwples Co!Dilllg 
tbe four comers wtthm wluth the foce~p pol.taes of tbe: oon 
abr;=l ualul"'""' fonnulakd b)' themselves 

The Banduag Coafe:rencc not ODly lmmulated aDd end 
oned 1hc prmoples of relahom IIJDODg: Asian aad Afncan 
states but also 8DDOUDCfCl that these pnDCJples should form 
the basil of lbe eubrc gamut of JnlemarJOllal rclahODS 'lbe 
Bamduns: deewcms promoted the cause ol bqu1dalmg roloDJ 
ahsm v.hlcb has V1l1aled the mtcraauoaal order DDd whtch 
has also mJeded mequalzty m rcJatwos among Westcm 
&lates and dcvetopmg toUDtnes The pati.K::rpmlS m lbe cOd 
fCRDce CJ.prnsed support for geocral disarmament, prolubJ 
hOD of prodUCIIOD .stod:p.dulg, tnlUJg and USC of DUCJear 
weapons, dumaaU•ag of IDlhiiJY bases ou the tcrnrones of 
other !aDds, ICIOJIPIIIJ lllllllaty bloc:s set up b)' DDpmabsl 
.states 

The: BanduDJ Coafereace was BD evml of great &Jgru 
licaace also bec;:ausc 11 tnealed tlle mlory of tbc tmuf m 
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Afro-Asum couolnes towards stredgtheDIDg tbe1r JDdepea-­
lleDoe llDII ptomolmg a pohc;y of DOD ahjlllmtnt Non abgn­
menl was not undentood m tbe dassacal 191h century Euro­
pean COJleept of DOD mvolvemeot but as a dyoaauc pobey 
directed agamst: unpenal1sm and for DDboDal advance. 
Jawaharlal Neluu SOld alter the eenoluSIOll of the <CJD!erence 

""The common factor was rather apmst Westem dom1 
nat•oo Evel)'body agreed about that The other eommon 
factor was a desue for SOCial progress Aga1o everybody 
agreed about thot " lT Meade, Coavcnaboas wllll Nrluu, 
Londoo, 1956) 

Speaking 1n the IndJao ParJJ:uneatm days after &he coo .. 
ferenc:e, Nehlu s;nd 

Baadung proclauned the poh11<al emergrace m world 
amurs of over ball the worlds populahon II would be a 
miSI'C:Himg of biSIOE)' 10 regard Bauduog as tbougb 11 was an 
JSo1ated occ:um:nte and not pan of a gmt movement of 
bumi'I.D hiStory" (Nehru, lacba's FortJP PolK!f, pp 279 
280) 

Commentators, even oi lhe Wntem school, agrc:ed that 
Dou a.hgameot became dte sole basiS af • Afro Asuuusm' as 
subsequenl evans showed B:mdung proved to be a p<merfu1 
c:atalysl 10 spr;edmg up the rstabJJshmCDt DDd development of 
ae\lve non a11gnmenl, teSUog oo anti uopena:bsm, wb~Cb went 
to !onn lhc basiS af 1hc fore1go pobCJes of Afro-ASJaD caun 
lnes The slandard bearer of th1s developmg tmld m Jolcr 
uatumal relatmns was Nehru 

1hc progressive and patnotJc 1dcas of DOD abgmnent 
rooted Jo an uocompromlSIDg struggle aga1DSI colomahsm aod 
ueo-colooual•sm obJec:hvely streogthen tbe aD.Iaucc of the 
Thtrd World c:ountraes wath othcc Soc1al1st c:ouo.tnes 

1bc Baodung Coofereocc has preserved 1ts 51gmfic:aoce 
even loday lis ca11 for lbe uody of AsJau and Arnc:au peoples 
10 1bcrr s1rngg1e agams\ BDpCDabsm, for DatlODal mdepeD 
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deuce, lastmg peace and JD!emahona! cooperatiOn aJld the 
pnnc1ples Jt proclauned for growmg mtemahonal relations 
conlm.ue ex.ercLSmg an enormous m.lluence on the develop­
ments of world events, espec1at1y on the destmy of the people 
of the two contments 

The Bandung Conference met at a tune when mternalJo­
nal relahons y,ere still dommated by the spmt of cold war 
started by the West SlflCe the conference was held. the world 
has undergone a vast change m the poht1cal. economzc and 
socaal fields to the detnment of UDpenah.sm and reactJon and 
1n favour of the forces of natiOnal hberataon, socaal progress 
and world peace The colon1al system of mapenahsm h3s 
finally dtStntegrated and the Western wor1d 1S gomg through 
a sttU deeper criSIS The a.ssertton of the pnnctples ot Ban 
dung m Internattonal rclalJons has been facahtated m a large 
measure by the fact tbilt the eronomtc and defence potentJal 
of soc1ahst countnes and newly mdependent states bas grown 
LmiDeasurably and a favourable mtemattonal cluDate of de­
tente has been created as a result of the role played by the 
peace forces and the non al1gned countncs m the world 

Nevertheless, LIDpenallsm contt.nues to be aggresstve 
even though tis worldWide strength does not remam as at 
used to be when non al.lgnmc:nt had JUSt emerged as a trend 
on tbe world scene ounng the last 25 years or so, abOut 50 
armed confucts mst1gat.:d by tmpenalists and tbeu alllCS took 
place m As1a nlone 1lus called for keepmg the Bandung 
~pmt ahve, for deeperung 1ts anh tmpertaUst content and for 
strengthemng stLI.I further the mtemahonal alhancn between 
lbe forces of nalional .bberahon and the non a!Jg~ coun 
lues Naturally, the non ahgned natiOns contmue taht:lg the 
Bandung Declaralton as the cntcna for theu fore1gn poliCies 
What these countnes bave done so far has been peiiileated 
With the Bandung spmt What IS more t.mportant 1S that more 
nations are adhenng to th1s spmt There can be no 
denymg the fact lhat tbe B3Ddung Spult has relevance 1111 the 
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last outpost of 1mpenallSm, co!om:allsm 1U1d racutl1sm IS st:unp· 
ed out of the world Let 11 not be lorgotl<D tbat tlus &plnt ts 
find•ng Jts echo today tn Lalln Amenca also where non ahgo· 
ment IS atlracung ever more supportcn D::tndung has, thus, 
marked an unportant stage m the growth o[ the non al1gned 
movement which now embraces more than 80 counlnes of 
lhoWOtlcl 



CHAPTER III 

The Renegade of Bandung Spirit 

Today, 21 ye:ars ;Utcr the Bandung Ccnlcrence, Its de· 
c1s10DS acquu:c a new meanmg m the CDDtcltt of the A•nan 
c:ountnes' str1vmg for cvolvmg a system of collective secunty 
m the c:ontmcnt As observed by Pnmc MIDlSter Indua 
OandhJ, most of the armecl confhc:ts, lf not aU, 1D the began• 
a.mg arose from the reluctance of Lmpcnabsm to renounce 1ts 
supremacy and, la.ter, from havmg r«aurse to new forms of 
Jnterventron 1be wars m V1Ctn3Jil. Cambocba,. Uos and the 
Middle East aud tU atmed confhcb elsewhere m Asll. and 
Afnca prove that nopen:absm and reachou do not want to 
reckon w1tb the pnac1ples proclalmed from the Afro-ASJID 
platform at BandUDg The growmg strength of the DOJJ abgn­
ed c:ountnes. tbe~r tncn:asmg role •n world afffllrs guarantee 
that 1hc spmt ot Handung, and the concept of sobdanty and co­
opcralJOn embody~ng the Ito pnnciplcs of the Baudung will 
conltlbutc greatly to the defeat of the pme of 1mpenahsm, 
to the evolul.loa of Afro-Astan world-so loag a eapt1vc of 
the West-anto a gtganhc zane of peace, cooperatzon aDd 
lnenlhNp wz1h thc1r secunty coUei:tiVely guaranteed by them 
wt.thout any external "'protective umbrella" 

The quc.stlon tomes tD mmd w'by was oat the Second 
Banduag, as provtdcd m the hu;tone rccomm.eodahoos of the 
first toafcrence, bcld tn Algtcrs m 1965? Aa answer to thzs 

so 



The Rene,.,Ie a/ Bt~ndunJ SpJTII Sl 

questton wdl alert the reader to beware of auothet danger to 
1he lllllly ollhe 'I!nrd World 'Ihe dODger IS as realloday as 
u was over ten years =t when the secood Baoduag ~as tor· 
pedoed 

Wlulc: makulg preparallons for lhc: SC<:OIId Alro-ASJan 
sumuut, progresstve forces m 1hc couatne.s of Asia and Afnca 
looked upon Jt as a new lDlportant step along tbe road of 
streagthemag lhe umly of tbeu peoples m the struggle aptust 
11Dpenabsm, for aabodal mdepcadeoce. Jastmg pence aad 
mtemalloual coopcraUOD, as an opportumty for further deve­
loptng aDd assertmg m the prac11" of mteruuonal relal.JOJJS 
the pnactples and tdeas of Bauduag m the cOIKhliODS of dJS 
mtegrahon of unpetJallsm s colomal system 

Dunag that penod the Chmese leadership, eager to WID 

the sympathies of the people. of Afro..Aslan couotnes add to 
carry out tts great power plans, demOIJSiraEed, for tac:ln:al 
putpOSa, tiS a~~ of Afro As1an app!Oath 

The real mleDbOds of tbe Ch•nesc leaders, however, 
ddlered from lbc1r much publiCISed statemmls 

Fust, they WBDied at that tune to usc 1he second Baa 
dung to assert Pe.kmg's hegemony over the nat•oual bber.~hoa 
movciDCDts and other developmg couotnes and to use th.Js 
ndluence to n:m pressure on the Unlted States to recogmse 
Ch•na as a "'wortby partDCr"" 

Secondly, actmg m acc:ordaace wtth 1ts pohcy of break 
mg away from the rest of the SOCJahst commuatly, Pekmg 
wanted to uolatc Afro-ASJan countnes from the soc:1al•st 
commumty 

Dunag theu unofliCJat ccmlacls WJtb Afro-As.Jaa leaders, 
the Chmese leaders SlfUCk. a somewhat ddieRnt postme on 
the quesboo of Sov~et part•c•patJoD m the conference 1bey 
cambmed uubndled slande:r aga•nst the USSR w1th attempts 
to pressunse the Afro As1an leaders uno CODSeDtmg to a 
comproansc sud.mg the Chmele 
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'!be CJunese leaderslup oho !ned m emy way to cbs 
cred1t and 1solate lmha. loobng at 11$ prest.•ge as a senous 
obstacle to the assertion of Pekmg"s hegemony m the Afro­
Asian world Chmesc propaganda hammered away on the 
1hmle that .. lhe lndtan G<Mmme:nt wants to &abotagc the 
Afro.Astan conference" (JeomiD. Jlhp:w, Iu.nc 17, 196S) 
When tbe Indo-Pa1Jstan con&ct Oared up m sum.mer 1965, 
Chma made every poss1blo use to unleash antaiPd.lan pro­
paganda Pekmg accused lodta of "'v!olatmg the eeasefire 
lme aad provokJ.ug aud cxpar:~dmg the co.u.f11ct " At t.bc AmC 
ltme, Iud1a was also accused of .. usmg the temtory of SlkkhD 
for aggressave actions agamst Cbma " Tbe Cbmese leader· 
ship, obvaously, overplayed 1l$ cards Pckmg n:fuscd to ac· 
cept lnd1a's proposal to send neutral observers to the Smo­
Sakbm. border knowmg that Jt will expoSe the hoUowncss of 
Pekmg's allegabODs 

The Pekmg lcackrsb.tp also exphntcd \he evtnts m ~eprd 
to the l!ido Pakistan conflict to attack the Umted NatJoDs 
Or;aul58tlon The then Umtcd. Nat1ons SccretaJy GeneraL 
U 'lbant. was descr•bed by the Chmcsc press as a ""pobllcal 
b!o\tr ot: the Un1ted States" wrbe Umted Nabons Orgasusa 
hon IS a patron of the locba.n aggrc:ssors. .. (Jeamlll Jibpao 
sa1d on September 14, 1965) AU thiS was done mlh the 8lD1 
of bamog U 1bant from attendmg the prOpOsed secoad Afro­
Asian conlerence 

Pelu.ag leaden' diSnJpttve attempts suchcd a new peak 
of 1D.tens1ty during tbe counc of ach'tc prcparallodS for the 
conference Many Chmesc ~=den. vw.tc:d. Afra Astao. eou.n 
tr1cs m tile years between 1963 and 1965 vullmg some coun. 
traes evcd several ttm.es m an attempt to darupt the prepara 
t1ons for tbe conference 

'Ib.e date of the confercotc was c:l:Jaoged twace In.attaDy 
scheduled for March 10, 1965, the opcntog of the c:OD.fereace 
was first postponed to Iuoe 29 and then to NovemberS of 
the same )'ear ('Ibc prcparatoty confer=.cc of the:: Forc1gn 
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:MIDISters of the pnrt1C1pat1ng eouotnes was to open oo Octo­
ber 28 1965) Emy 11methe date of the con!em~ce was put 
otr lbe Cbmese leadeiS hoped that the coore .. nce would be 
held Mlbout any doubt !bough they lbemsel..,. .,.,. c:roalmg 
hurdles !or lbe con!e=ce to be CODVODed 

Wlnle tl')'lag to 1mpose tbe1r stand oo others the Ch•oese 
JeadeB kept on tellmg the A!ro-A11an represeulall..,. about 
tbe1r c:ommoo dcshmes" 10 a b1d to conceal tbCJr rea1 JD 
ten lion 

Subsequent evmls bD\\ever nposed the JJwoc:nsy of 
the cla1m of the Cb1nese Je:tdershtp and hnd bare the smous 
differences d1VJdmg Chtna and the ovenr.helmmg majonty 
of Afro As1aa eountnes Although CJuaa had lent 1ts sup 
port to the 1dea of holdmg tbe conference at the proposed 
dates: 1t suddenly submtlled 10 the Preparatory Coma11t1ee a 
proposal ask1ng for postpoo1ag the coafereuce 1ndefimtety 

ThiS 5011101SBU]I taken by l'ekmg was explamed by the 
"unfavourable development 10 the 1atemahonal s•tuat1on 
Th11 danonstrated to the en\1ft world the utter uoserupulous 
JteSS o( ChJDa ID regard to JlS DliJtude tcm.ards the 11nrd 
World and 1ts total diSregard of the VJtaJ Interests of the coun 
tnes of As1a and Afnc:a wb1c:b were mstaatly CODSJgoed to 
obhVlOn when Pebng saw that 1ts hae was not gomg to get 
lbe support upon wlneh lt had ballked 

Jl became dear that ID tl:IC IDiemahonal SdUBIIOD 81 that 
lime the Clunese 1eaderslup saw no c:hancc of ac:h1mag ds 
chauVJnJStJC IWDS at the conference of Mro-As1an couatnes 
Cluaa • relalloos w11b the tead•ag As1an countries also derer 
10tated Pek1Dg had !a11ed U\ 1ts attempts to use the lodo­
PakJstan coafbct to undenntne lad1a 1 pres11p m the Afro-­
Asian \\Odd The Ch1aese Jcadersh1p 1 diVISive plans wrre 
foiled by the Jndo-Pak agreement to c:ease bostd1tJCS and ac 
cept tbc Ua11ed NaiJons medJa.bon and also by tbctr favour 
able mpense to the ;ood oDioeo ollel<d by lbe Semel Umon 
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The IDVI1atJoo to the Umted Naboos Sec:retBI)' GCJJeral 
to ntlend the secoud Bandung also d•d not suu Pekmg 

When PeLing saw th:tl 1ts pJ:.ns had misfired, It sent a 
message (October 22) sayn1g that Jt 1\'0uld oot allend lhe pre 
paratory ccmfttmee of Fote1gn. M~n~stm d 1t was opened on 
October 28, as h:J.d been JnllJ:illy pl:Lnoed Th•s was ao opeo 
ulflmatum to Afro-As1:m couutnes 

At the s:une time, tahog 1nto account the obJectJOllS 
r:used by other members ol the pn:p:ll"3.tory cornm1ttee and 
appa.renUy ltyl.ng to stow thctr stnvmg for "'undy and con 
sultabans" With other countnes the Ch1nese representatiVes 
submatred a compromiSe proposal to convene " 'spec1al ' 'on 
ference of Fore1gn Mu:nsten to study the quesboo of post 
pomng or convetung the caufc:rcncc nus proposa\ was re)Cct 
ed outnght -

On October 26, the Go~meot of Cb.ma ISSued a state­
ment saYing 1hat 111 the mterests of jJreservmg Af~As~an 
solldanty" It had dead~ -not to take part 1n the A[ro.As1aa 
cooferenc:c 011 October 28, wh1ch could le:ad ODly to a spbt •• 
The statement was full of baseless charges levelled agaiDSI 
Algma, 1he host COUD.tzy 

It saul,. Ul partaeu1ar, that .. A1pa.', lgnQnDg the pro­
posal of a number of countnes "'had arbJtmrlly dec1ded to 
convene on the scheduled date the second coof'ereoce ol the 
c:ounlnes of ASia apd Afnca .. that "rbe dects~on of Algena 
takea m Its eap:tcaty as c:haum:~.n 11. a senous. Vl01a.tton or the 
praac:1ple of atta.1D.1ng un1ly by way of c:onsultatJoos" arid tba.t 
1h1s deciSion h3d allegedly .. cn:ated a SlfU:lbon of dlVlSzOn 
among the c:ountnes of As1a and AfnC3."' 

'Ilus statement brought out the fundamental differences 
bet\\"C'CCl the ntms set by Chma m rcl:ltlon to the conference, 
on the one hand and by the Afro ASI:J.D c:ountnes. on the 
other The respoos1btltty Cluna. had assumed m apposmg the 
boldmg of the conrr~ncc \\ :u ta.l.en note of by aU these 
countncs 



Algcr1a erred rts best to convrnce Cluna pomfiRg out 
that should thiS conference be torpedoed st would mean 
smper1al1sm had scored a v1ctory over the Afro-As1an peoples 
Chma however, turned a deaf ear to these appenls and 
cutreat1es 

Th1s account of motivations of beha'Yiour of Clnna dur 
sag the preparat10DS for the holdmg of tbo second conference 
of Afro-As1an countnes IS of mterest m the cont~t of 
Pekmg"s current postures sn the snternallonal arena and sts 
renewed "'lgorous efforts made to draw the counlrJes of As1a 
Afnca and Labn Amenca to sis s1de under the slog:m of 
rallymg Thud World countnes " It 11 noteworthy that dur 

mg the1r contacts Wllh represenlatlves of the three contments 
the Ch1aese leaders pen1stenlly repeat the thes1s that •ctnna 
will never become a super power Apart from the des1re lo 
lull the BUSPJC:Jons of dewlop1ng countnes about the bcge 
momsiJc alms of Ch1na s fore1gn pol1cy thiS phrase also 
camouflages the attempts made to overcome lbe unfavourable 
1mpress1ons made on these cotmtnes by the excesses Pekmg 
has comm1tted sa carrytag out great power course m the paU 
especJaiJy sn the penod of the preparations for the second 
Afro-ASJau ccmfermce 

The sabotage of the second Bandung was the first at 
tempt Ch1aa had made to uademune the gi'O\\Ing umty or 
the non aligned nat1ons ID As1a and Afnca Both Chma and 
lnd1a were the founder of lhe Bandung Mro-As1an meet 
where the Arro-Aslaa nat1ons for the first t1me pledged for 
Panchshcet for the lasb1ag un1ty of develop1ng Arro AsJBn 
countnes But Jt wllt go down 10 hiStory that Ch1na bet 
rayed the Baadung sp1nt by comm1tbng aggress1on on lnd1an 
so1l and also 10 the second Bandung conrerence acted as 
saboteurs and became the renegade of fellow Afro-As13n 
Bandung spmt 



CHAPTER. rv 

Non-Alignment: Evolution and Progress 

Cluna s dmuptn•e roJc aud tbe Wests open oppos1bOD 
aud hostility could DOl pment DOD abg~~~~~cot from powmg 
mto an mtemahonat force or eDormous mag111tude We WJli 
study here the gmesiS of lbc movement &Dd ds mhereot VIta 
hty whtch has Withstood cntJc:at SlluabODS and emerged rem 
VlgoraiCII aDd slmtgtbea<d from each emu 

lD order to ut>dustaud tile !acton leadm& to tile emer· 
pee of \he non ahgnment momneut, embraclDg tbe 11tW 
states of Asta and Afnca, rt JS necessary to TCCapltulate here 
1be Tapd1y dctenoratJDg mteruatrooal srtualloa of ihe ac:'bte 
cold war penod, threaten•ag to break out mto another war. 
JD wbtch the oahODs of ASJa. and later of Afnc:a aclnem! 
llte1r DaiiODal mdepeodem:e "lbo pMOJIIlllliDt lon:e uodor 
lymg the chugcs m these couotncs dunng 1bose ;FUI was 
tbe upsurp. ol anb-colomal nat10D811SID Coloma! couutnes 
like Ind1a lndoDeSJa Vactaam and 'lb:nland saw lbe emer 
pee of strong aD11 colon•at movements for uahoaat mdepen 
dence Soon after West As1a also uadtrwmt a revolutJoasry 
Ppbeaval cxpressmg Jtsetr apiDst the Paksbn•aa pobCJes of 
Western eountnes and the1r ~nom1c aod pobhcat domma 
lion of the coaatnes of tbe regfoo 
(.]) The oew ,,.,,. were bom WJIIt diStrust of W......., 
powers ~~ cTue to the lmpenalJSt ctiiracfcr of the 

- H --
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l::~Uer•s policies. Secondly. racial discrimination. which ••au 
bee~of the facets pf c:olonlalism, had Dl\VIIys stirred the 
Wfll!_h of subject peoples of the Orient. Thirdly, tho social 
discriminatiOn piiictiSe(fiPinst the Negroes. 1b~ Maxiatns and 
tbe,RedTndi:uis-;n the US was au unhappy reminder to the 
infanl stales that the ideals of l'be Amedcau Revolution and 
Clvft War were honoured more in bre::.cb than in observance 
~Gnti-coloni::.l tradillons of nalionalist movements were. 
there?~~~~~ alignment wilb Weslem powers. 

These feelings of noa-alignmeot wilh the West were 
reln!on:cd by tho fear thatlhe defeated c:olouial p<1W0B miglrt 
attempt to stage a back-door entry into the emancipated lands 
and imperil their hard--a.on independence. .J'J:Qud and jealous 
of their freedom. conscious of their mnitarf audeeo'Domic 
weiknfss;-tJiiy ~1endecfio suspect every move to bring them 

._iniObtoc ab~:iried off by WasbiDgton as a part of 
its~wide pol1cy of "ccDtainment••. "roD-b:ack", etc. 

-11ie poltcy of non-alignment was aD offspring of stroJJg 
sentiments of opposition 1o 'Westem nationalism of these 
states. They saw in non-alignment. not only 1 guarantee of 
protecting 'imdfniemiig their in-dependence. but also an· op­
poriiiii1ty for gi'Cater impori'ance and recognition in world 
ar(Qir! _ This_.realbation deepened because their w_!!ile ~fo..-­
nial masters had denied them lbe right 1o play any role in the 
jntemalional sc:ene This relationsh;p~_!l~~~!al 
nationalism and fore1gn pobcy..based OD non-ahgnment ~~ a 
Joni Way to ~Plain why J1S!_D-al1gnment makes a trealeodous 
mQ.~aVo the ... ~untries of Asia It is significant to note 
that countncs who have pursued a policy of non-alignment 
in world affa1rs are invariably thOse whcri the anU-co10ili81 
rciotuiioas h:we-succailed. Where such revoluliolis:TaVe 
fa1led to mature properly or its suCCess has~ been hampered, 
tmdcnca to putsue non-altgnmcnt nmained donnant and 
weak. 
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Another factor leadmg to th.5;_ac~tance_.!!!,~hgn 
mc:nt IS economtc Long and b1Uer ye:u'S of stagnatJOD under 
colomal rule had spelleQ thCtuiilo!"the-etonomieSof'JiEfly 
countilts The urge for moderntsationatid rnpTd econmmc 
a.~soc~al development has been one of the-prJiD~ 
of nahon:~:hsm m these cou.ctncs W1th tlle advent of mde 
pe'Iicreilce-: fhTs urge be'Cime-the watchWordDf murg~· 
t1onahsm. m these countnes But tb"f sucttsS ofa" poltey of 
so:_""iiifaM tc'On~fvetop.!D_!Dt wt'iliin tt cou!!!ry depends 
on peaceful conditiOns 1n tbe regton to whlch 11 bet~~ 
Wen as on peacdul condJlJons prt_.!3lhng -Jn ~d ~ 
ftll.r Of the outbreak of the thtrd World war and for the 
desire pe:1ec:, m~y states b:iVe8'~dto d!S:iinl:nn~nt and 
pe:ieeliilSettteTneDtOfdiSPut~ ThesupPort the tbeY"iiVe 
to the UN IS largety oiied on the hope th:~.t thts v.orld or 
g:Jnlsal!on ts the only workable mecharusm for peaeerut 
settlement of mternabonal dtsputes m tbe present context,. 
though they also find m the \\ot1d body an organ m wh1ch 
they arc: able to realrse equal1ty w11h otber n:thons and a 
means of ma:umiSmg their mHuencc ill world affairs 

~search for secun!Y, has also ~n..J!n_un£2-~or 
t~pop\lGiismg._n~nJiiz'nm.ent 'lp.e_Z!eatest menace to the 
!rc:edom of these countnes fn mOOCm -iime'Shas bCiiithe 
Wash1ngton mspiTed cold'Wir -Non al1gn~ent wi$~to 
be the best §~e~g>•iTrin~by. th~ ,.tnt; to P~~lf 
natiOnal tnt~gnty and md"epcndence 

~~ t95'0i9'54~ descnbed as the most for 
matlVe p:nod m the cvoluhon of non aLgnment Tius penod 
saw a clear evolution and enu.nc1ahon of the pnnetple of non 
al,gcrnent It was ID tbts penod th:tt the cold \\ar was JDfensJ~ 
fied by the West and 1t escalated mlo a hot war 1.Q Korea 
The outbre:1J.. of the war tn th1s As1an country mtens1fied the 
cold war on a global scale The pohey pursued by non al1gn~ 
ed countnes espec1aUy by I11d1a, contributed to Jessenmg of 
tens10ns and cre:1tmg necessacy atm~phcre far peace!..U nego-
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tiabons on the Korean qucslton The events m Korea and the 
common stnVJng for peace helped to bnng about a grea.tcr 
sense of umty among the newly l1berated countnes espcc:1alty 
the Arab As•an countnes, m the UN 'l'be three aewtsmg 
years of the Korean wac, thus, marked theliegniiiing of a 
more posttlve 3nd crcahve onental!on of non alignment 

-The emergence of an Afro As1an group tn the UN 10 

these years, syiDbohsed m tbc rotc of Mr Knshna Menon play 
ed 1n the labbtes of the comtty of nations~ marl..ed an 101por 
tant development to the growth of non abgnment They evol 
vee! methods of consultation and cooperatton on matters of 
common 10tercst They developed greater affimlles and o;ym 
palhtes, closer understandmg and collaboratmn wttb one an 
other They also developed fraternal relahonshtp Wtth the 
soc:tallst commuDJ.ty and some Latm Amenean couutncs 

The years smce 1954 saw the consolulahon of the pol1cy 
of non al•gmnmt on aU fronts--m 1~ populanty acceptance 
and recogaJIIon by great ~ The number of adherents 
lo lbu poJu:y bas been Jocteasurg 

The cnSJs 10 Jod~ma 10 1954 was the. second maJOr 
occas•on--after 'Korea-for the non aligned countnes to de 
monstrate theJr resolute will for the preservatron for peace m 
the world Tbe trend of aoents became no less oaunous thaD 
they were 10 Korea when the bas1c queshoo of hqu1datmg 
colomahsm came to be entangled w1th co1d war pohttes wbtch 
was g1ven a sharp edge by the US detennmat1on to encircle 
the soc1al15t and newly developed countnes With a nng of 
mahtary bases It was m rccogn•tton of tbe efforts made by 
the non al1gned nahons to put the wue m Its correct pcrs 
pechve that Ind1a was appomted Chan·'Plan of the Inter 
nataonat CommLSStons 1n Indo-Ch1DL 

The Bandung Ccn!crcncc 'fo'as an Important landmark m 
the Afro-As1an htstoey Though 1t was not an exelus\ve con 
fetence of the non allpcd nattons, the 1eadershap provtded 
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by Nehru Nasser and Seokaroo a.nd the genern1 tone of Jts 
dcclarahon set at lhe coafertnco was certam1y of lhe non 
al1gncd nations It gave them an opportumty to meet d1scuss 
and evolve common understandtng on world affam; 

The outbreak of the Suez cnsts to. 1956 gave the non 
al1gned nat1ons another occaSJOD to demonstrate therr oppos1 
hon to tnparflle aggrcss1on The md1gnant and umred vo1ce 
of the non ahgned nahons supported by other soctahst coun 
tnes was largely respons1ble to save Egypt from aggre~lSion 

A large number of Afro-As1an nations had recetved 10 

th1s penod actiVe support from Sov1et Umon on quesllons of 
vttal natJonal Importance lnd1a for example recctved open 
support on questions of Kashm~r and Goa. lndones1a on West 
Jr1an 1ssue and Egypt at the t1me of Suez CnSIS 

Durmg the followmg years the non altgned nations were 
cOnSistently seekmg to embody the1r broad assumpt1ons about 
1nternahonal relations m actual pohc1es In urgtng th• hqut 
dalton of colomahsm from all parts of the world notably to 
Algena and Angola tn aUemptmg to ach1evc through the 
UN and 1ts associated bod1es peaceful solulJons to mter 
nattonal problems and asci to underdeveloped states for 
thelt development programme t.a oppostng the ractahst pob 
Clts pursued by certaJD nattons Wllhtn the1r temtones and m 
urgtng d1sarmament and b:mnmg of destructive nuclear wea 
pons lbe non abgned na!Jons tried to operate as a catalyst 

1oteroahooal force 

The next ~rt:mt.}~g:_~~s the _!~g of-!umm1t 
coofercnctS"~~gn~~ons were~~ 
QWn-conlefeoces The number of p::uhctp:mts went en m 
citi"stni frOm 25 at.BelgradeJo...J6 at.AlgJers The forth 
comtng summtt at Colombo th~ first~ be beld m As13 1s ex 

tt:d to be attended bv.over 8 ( res The Government 
-pee {~ ..__ d( ._,~ ~~~ m September 
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1946 non abgmnent as the bas1s of Its approach to contem· 
porary mtmnhoual rda!WilS, Iodla was practiCally the cmly 
country m the world to pursue lbat pobcy Today, the num 
ber of DOD aligned DObOIIS has CODSider.lbly mcn:ased 1lus 
tremendous growth has been from one ma1n source- the 
new states of As1a aod Afnca, some of whom had declared 
DOD al1gnment as tbe1r pohcy at the Baudung Coaference 
The hberabon of these countnes had been won on the basiS 
of na11onabsm wb1cb, as mdJcated earlier, was the maJor 
SOCJal phenomenon m the emergence of DOD abgnment 

The real basiS of the strength of non alignment can be 
seen m the colossal popular basiS wb1cb the pohcy CDJO)'J, not 
only Jn those countnes where non abgnment u pursued as 
ofliclill fore1gn pobcy, but also m a number of other COUD· 
rnes ID the underdeveloped \\Orld, m Larut Amencan coun 
tncs, and .Ill hberal crrcles m more advanced countnc.s of 
Europe bke Bntam, Norway. Sweden. etc In the devclopmg 
countnes 11 1s not accidental that govcmmenrs wlucb acbvely 
punuc non abgumeut are also governments wlucb eDJoy a 
large popular base as m India 

Another reason for further growth of DOD ahgament dur· 
mg these years was due to the gradual evoluiJoa of Jts IIDpbca 
hom Certam general proposlbODS were denved at the 
begJD.Dmg Itself These were largely mherent m the pol1tteal 
expenences oi these nabom Jomed m the Immediate past as 
a result of the1r oppostliOD to colomal1sm and raaahsm, 
orgams1ng mlematiODal assiSiancc for econonue development 
of tile unde\elopcd ami underdeveloped oaes, uq.t: for peacr: 
and diSarmament, and -support to the UN Wh1Jc. there were 
a Dumber of JSSUCS on wh1cb the DOD ;Wgnect nahons felt some 
d1fficui1y m lakmg a defimte sland from the very beguwng 
because 1l requutd somctUDes botb t&me and expcnencc for 
tbetQ. to defiDe theJr pohciCS on a uumbet oi JSSUCS 

Another measure for the CJOwth of non ai1pment was 
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the clearer dlstmctton drz.Wll between non ahgnment and neu 
tr;ility It was made clear that non alignment bad nothmg to 
do wtth neutrality cr pass1V1ty lnd1a was non al.ignc:d but 
not neutral So was Egypt and ethers Thu. was best expres 
sed by Nehru m 1949 when he declared "'Where freedom ts 
mrnacc:d or JUsltcc tbreateDcd or Vwhere aggresstou taJ.:.cs 
p1ace we cannot and sha'U no\ be ~cutral" 

The oppositiOn to llllpc'nalLst military pacts {l!rtht:r help 
ed m tbe development of the concept of non ahgnment 'Ibe 
ml.l.lt.Jiateral and bilateral mtbtary pacts were VIewed as pos-­
Stble sources of danger to the security of non aligned coun 
tne.s It was stated that these pacts would bnng war to the 
doonteps of Astan nations B.Dd unpen1 tbca.r sovereJgnly lbe 
unpcnahst states were accused of taking sKies w. the dtsputes 
between the rut10ns of the :lml Wtth detirute cold war and 
aggrtss!Ve mottves lt was nghtly demanded lhat Asta should 
be kept out of cold war pohhcs and mamtaJ.Ded as an area 
or peace, which could then gradually be expanded to cover 
other parts or the world ltl:e Afnca and so on 

One,!lf the most unportant contnbuttons to the concept 
of non ahgliinent slDCC 1953 has ._bttntbat"Of-P~eel 
These ~m_;tples were, m fact, a furthet-eluctdaiJ.OBp"Ttne 
pohcy rather than any addttton to tt Whereas the non al.Jgned 
and SOCJaltsl countncs !.~porte"d_thcse pnnc1ptcs,_the_mt. 
penalJst powers lookc:d upoa them With susptcton and diS 
trust 

Fl'#C broad rntcna were evol'#ed on the basis of wluch 
tnv1tat1ons were sent \o the counttJes mv1twg them to 
attend the non abgned sunmnt According to t1uJ cntena 
a aoc. ahgned na~hould 

(1) follow an mdependent pohcy based on non 
alignment and peaceful coeX!.'ltcncc 

(2.) support l1berahon movements, 
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(3) not be a member olBIIY multrlaleral mdtlazy pact 
m the context of the 'East· West" struggle, 

(4) not be a member of a b~aleral military pact m 
the "East-West" •lruggle, 

(5) DOl grant mdltaey bases to fomgn powm 

Non alignment rece~ved a rude shock when Chma sought 
to dtsrupt. the umty of the 1lnrd World, gave CODSent to 
United Slates contmued prese.Dce 10 South East As1a, 
opposed diS8IIDameot and tncd to weaken the: develop~ng 
counlnes• growmg un1ty wJtb SOCJahst nabons Desptle 
thiS setback. DOD al1gameat has grown mto a powerful move­
ment and 1ts total lDipact bas been towards contnbullng to 
the stab1bty and mamtenance of world peace, preservmg 
nahonal mdependcnce and natJoaal Interests of these coun· 
lne.s 

nus bas been made possible by two d~lopments 

Fmt. the nuclear monopoly of the US was broken by the 
USSR, wb1ch drew level w1th the largest lDipenahst power 
m m1htary prowess, and the SOC1BI1st and developing couu 
ll'les emerged as a powerlul force on the world scene, no 
longer confined to the frontiers of one smgle state Secondly, 
the UN uoderwent a change ~th.Jhe entry of a large Dumber 
of ne\Vty1iU!~Incan. states As most of these coun 
I~ non al•~· the opmJoos of the young st!.tes gifoed 
10 we1g.!Lm.Jh~ \\orld forum TheJ_mP£.,nahst powers ~re. 
~~~re.!-~~Ued to take note of tbe growmg strength of 
D!JD abgned DaiiODS 



CHAPTER V 

Non-alignment to Safeguard Against 
Imperialism 

Non alignment 1s a new concept 10 mtemahona.I reJahons 
It was born, and snowballed mto a powerful movement, m the 
condJhons of collapse of ihe coloruifSyst:m o~. 
spec:~awth m the freedom struggle of tlie oppte.Ssed 
peoples, and consolldatJOD of the world soetalisf systeiii'"'1.t 
was a tespODSC; ulffiedODlatO:Or fore1gn policy. tO th~ strate: 
g~per13liSiii1olnVeigll"'tbe neWly independent stites 
m'""PPiiiTCal aDd 1Ill11tary ~g"reiii'Cnts from wluch tbey bad 
secured ihetr release after a loniSiidi'Ortilous struegle It""Was 
a1'S'O"'i'rcsPQOse to Western plans of sethDg up~ aggreSuVe 
miiitaiy pacts;ln the name of .. anti oom.mU!llSID". &reaed 
agamst the nabonalintertsiS o£ Afrc}:Asl:tn staks:"'eidaDgeriDg 
their secunty and thteatenmg to ~e1r ta:Dds mto-bartle­
grounds wheie .. ASiiiii fight ag~t As1W" NOD alJgDDiCol 
was dehbt:ratci)r'"";q;;a~ bY-mtete'Sttd quarters -wrth-neiitra 
htfii order to rob 1t of ltigrowmg appeal to a wtde'C Spectrwn 
of~ pohlical opuuon, and seCondiY,10bliiiillhesharp 
ed'je oi iis coDsLStent anh .u:npenalmu. ---

Jawaharlal Nehru, the architect of the pohey of non­
al.Jgnment,. made 1t abundantly clear that n W:tS the bedrock 
or the fore•ga pohey of newly mdependent couiitiies-:-cnsur-.. 
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mg external conchtaons for tbmr national reDBJss:Wce and 
growth, for world peace needed to carry out tbc1r nalaooaJ 
plans of ec:onoouc and SOCial progress held back by centuncs 
of colomal rule He empbas1Sed Jfs pos~bve anta war role hme 
and agam Ills undymg words still nog m !be ears of every 
Aston and Afncao patnot 

We have to bwJd m our countne.s socnrues where free 
dam u essenbal, because freedom WJil gave us strength and 
enable us to budd prosperous soaet1es There am for us 
basac problems H we caDDOI prevent war, aD our problems 
su.B'er and we caDDot deal wllb them But d' we can prevent 
war, we can go ahead JD solvmg: our other problems Not 
only IS IbiS mcumbeut on us but d' we do thiS, we shaU be m 
lme wotb the tblllkmg of Dlllboos and mdboos of people 
Non ebgomeut bas m:etved strength from !be fact that 
mtlhoos of peoples ..., 1101 ebgoed and !bat !bey do Dot want 
war 

• When ~ say our pohcy JS one of non abgomeul, ob 
'<IOIISly we mean DOD alogomeul woth llllhlaly blca lt IS 
not a negative pobcy It JS a poslhve one. a defimte ODe. 
cod 1 bcpe, a dyoamoc one ' 

- Non ahgDIDCDt accords With the national mterests of lbe 
newly m"dePeii'dent cOuntries It provides a favourable S1tua 
tWo .ul the present mtemaUC?!J81 c~te for reshaPJDJJhe•r 
n"i.booal economy aiiid for dfectlng the oecessary soc18l 
and eeonomJc change Non allgmnent 1s most eJiectJ.""' as 
JDdaa has shown. when 11 IS -backed up by a progiesu""' ID 

dependent mtemal pohcy as ste$lfastly pursued by Mrs 
lndua Oaodlu Followmg tlus pohcy, a number of DOD 

ahgned countnes have estabhsbed close fnmdly relat•ons 
With tbe USSR aDd thus severely n:strlcled. IDipenahsm's 
power to maooeuYrC 1he most bnll1ant example of dus u 
the lodo-Scmet Te:~ty of Peace, Fnendsh1p and Co-operal•oo 
llgoed In 1971 'lbos ll<aly DOl only jumbcaJiy seaJs !be 
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close aod deep boocls of fnCDclsiPp forged between our two 
coUDtnes but also serves as a powerful lever of peace m Soulh 
East Asia and the cntuc c:ontment It maps out a vast bon 
zoo of c:oopc:ra110n belwccn the largest non abgncd countzy 
and the \\orlds first SOC:13bsl state lndWlS n:mmiber how 
pass1onaleJy Jawaharlal Nehru spoke, even before mdepea 
dence about the need for commg closer to Russ1a not ODly 
beca.llSC It 1S our uamcdla!e nc1ghbour, nat only because 
\\ u. a. 1,te'&\ ~t.t, but •00, u h.t:. s.m.d so at\c.u 1t «:p~nts 
a "new C!Vll.tsatlon , a new torch sbowmg the way out to 
people hvmg under the dark rule of tmpcrW!sm 1b~ 
abped countnes naturally find m the USSR a stable SID 
cere ana depeiidabJe alJ.r 1DibeJ.t struggle for bwJdliigiitW 
bm sought 10De smotbcrcd by world UDpenabsm and 6f7tS 
local henchmen The Sov1et Uruon and o1her soc:1:Wst cOun 
tncs. llke\\Jse )lave bccDStiiiDC!i'iilpporf.ers olDOD Bb~t 
di"'itJeB- pan they sec m 11 vast poteniJabhcs ior broaikmng 
the wOilclW"'Tcfc fl'ODI agalDSt 1mpeniiism, aggresswn ODd war, 
f0r'W1denui& zones of peace, and for rcstructuriDg thelDief 
na~~r _.!hieh untd rcc:cnttihad largely dcp;idC.(\on 
unpenabst dlldaL --- --

Nehru s abldmg fatth 10. non ahgmnen.t as an mdepeDdcnt 
pobcy or new states, playmg an effechvc role m a \\Orld whose 
skies were murkted by war 'lauds was shared by other Astan 
ud Afnc:au statesmen :for mstanoe, declared Kenneth 
Kaunda -- 'The declared poi•cy of my c:ounlry, Zambta. JS oae of 
non lll1ga.meat Th1s docs not mean that we wuh to be 150-

\ated. from the rest af the world nor does u mean that we 
practice aeutrallsm What 1t does mean u that ''e w1sh to 
be ~ mal.c 0\1( own asKi"sm.cnt Ul. maiicrs wluch alf"cct 
us _an_d, havmg done so. to be "i.b~to iiikc cur awc:-.d.ect 
5100 

- Non abgamem ts no uson: a mere ronc:Pt but a dyna 
mt2!-cy]VliicJl rc.veals 11s neW c~!!ci'W1.1a as fresh 1iiiL5 
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crop up m changUJg lustoncal cond1Uons Today, the DOD 
alJgii'ment poi:Jcy means not JUSt non allgnmenl to ihC emt 
mg iiillltaJ)' polilrcal blocs..buiV.gorousactlvriy:iOsTreoglheo 
111teiiatfonii secuniy 'ibC'Tact that the DOD ah~ed cOOn 
tnes'Bii"W''ikiii&'logetber w1th SOCJabsr states andlil peace 
Joviiig forces lor 16e E_raCtf=lmptementatJon ol ibe pobcy 
oipefcefuleoexrsreoc:e andJ>!!!grammoO! ~&.and.£!HIIp 
Jete disarmament demonstrales the prog~1ve: oalure_of.Jhclf. 
fo~Cf Today, non abgmnent JDCBDS detcmnDa1•on to 
rule out the use of force m mTeriiiiiOiiiT'iaabO.O.Saifd...@CJT 
mmaii""ibeeiiii'Qijbo'ibeds of temJon before they flare Up 
m!2.,!...!!!.Idwar - --- --

A cbslmcllve Ie11ture of the fomgn pol1cy of DOD abgoed' 
couutnes IS that they are not neutral m any coaftontauon 
betw<eo. tbe awmwe pobcy of unpenahsm and !he peace 
fut pohcy of the forces of progress, sbWIDIDg tbe urgent pro­
blems o[ peace, dlsamlameot and lllo development of !he 
backward regocms o[ !he world, saod Doudou 'lblam of SeDe 
gal JD bos boo~ Tbe Foreogo Pobey ol Afnam SlaleS (Loodoo, 
1965, p 80) 

Non abgnment UDpbes somelbmg more than observance 
of 1ls pnoc:1ples by lbe great mBJODIY of devdopusg ooun 
traes wbuili have oBicJally proc:I811Ded them as the basiS of 
lheJC foreagn pobcy It 11 oJso manUested m the pogress re 
ceolly ob<erwl 111 !hose dovelopODg COUIIInes wbrcb, for 
maDy, were uot non aligned. .Even m eounlrle5 whlc:b were 
euber drawn by lDlpenabsts mto m1h111)' polruc:al blocs, tbe 
movement to breaL. watb the UDpetJalut pobcy of aggress1o.n 
and DUlJWy ftDiures and to pumJC an. md~dent fore1ga 
pobcy os spreadiDg 

The c:o.oslruc:tsve: udluCdCC of the uon al1~ent move 
meal Js also demonstrateciiD LauD Aiiienc:aS foiCIP pobcy 
tre~s Although many countnes of tlus reS"oa are l1ed WJib 
lhe 'Y.!A by lhe 1948 Inter Amer•c:an Agreemenl on M~l~ 
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Defence; which bas a defimte Jnflucnce on thea f~p 
J!obey. some of 1hem. arc workmg With m.creasmg 6 ~EDll 
nahon.Jor urtemabonal secunty, ec::onDI!llc ~ .. and 
cstabhsbmeot of d1plomauc rclahom and promotion.!!!.!!; 
teDsave ecoll01DJC: ues 9/tth the soc:uilist couotnes The attempts 
of"'tJg"Uiijiiialiim to -mtntt-thc nahonal mvete1gnty of 
Larm Amcncan c:ouutn:es arc wcreaswgly arousuzg tbe resu ... 
lance of those states Tlus ta;U.tance. m La.tm Amenca IS led 
by revoluuooary Cuba, Dy the great F1dcl Castzo, a staunch 
fnelld of India, an ad~ceatc of peace, progress and soctahsm 

The non al.J.gument pollcy followed by devclopmJ~un 
tncs 15 n'OtiD. uncha.ageablc cODoCpl Bcmg m a process of 
co~t evoluboo, tt m.cludes a very wad; tangc of Ideas ~­
subtleuei' m relattOn to the maJor wucs of mtcma.tzonal re 
l:itions ~ durerenccs 1n pracltr;al unPlemeiiiiuon of the 
piiiiC1ples of DOD allgmneut arc still present 'Ibls JS because 
of the pollbcal, Jdcologtcal, SOCJo-ecoDOIDic ADd other CODdl 
boas prev11lmg m YanoJJS countncs and geographlt:al areas 
Among the DOD allglkd anuttncs there arc those wbu:b ha\"e 

proclauncd SOC:Jahsm as thru uthmatc aun. those wluch 
have lalten lho rood of 111>0 SCN:lllbst developmc:nl, aud lhcoe 
wlut:b arc slill seuu feudal mOllarcluc:s 

A number o[ propessi'IC countnes, bke lndJ.a. am COD 

SJSiently foUowmg lhc 110D ahgument pobcy They have eom 
bmed thm acttve, mdependeol foi"CCgn pol•cy wdh fPDda 
mental mtel'J13.1 sOCial, CCDliO.mJC and p01Jllca1 cbanges as 
demonstrated by Mn Iudua Gandh1 s 20-Pomt Progr:tmme 
whlr;b bas galvazuscd the enhre n:~hon J)esp1te cWfcrcnces, 
all developmg couotnes arc umtcd by the common allJlS of 
taslDg mtcmataonal leDSJOOS, eD.S\UUII peac::cful COCXIStCD.C:C, 
sbulU1U1g &ggTaSlVC blocs aod t:Ombatmg I.Dipcnahs:m and 
colotU.ahsm It u. nat to be expected that non alignment will 
mean a uruform. pobc:y for all Jts adherents on all OCC:aslons 
Jt~~eots a bro:ld s1m!lanty m the llpproac:h of )oing 
states ~ the contemporary mtemataooal SltUabOJl Whai u 
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IDlportant ss that developu:1g countnes arc pursurog a forergn 
pobcy wb1ch IS enbrely drffcrent from that of Wcstem powers. 
especmlly so tbe matter of peace and Jnlcmahooat secunty 
lbe non alignment pobcy depnvcs the m•l•tanst crrcles of 
the West of the vast resen'Cs from \Yhrch they used to draw 
manpower and matcnal resources for tbt1t war ~entures 

That IS why the liilpenahsts are tryt.ag bard to hamper the 
progresuve development of the fore•gn policy pursued. by 
newly freed nahons They arc puttmg strong pressure on 
many of these couatnes to remould their foreign policy aad 
change tts anti zmpenaltst tn:nd We must not uaderc:shmatc 
1mpenahsm's military political and economic pressure whtch 
as attcmptmg to unpcdc the progress of the non aligned move 
meat as well as the advance of these nahons 

The Unity of the non abgncd around the programme 
they lulve evolved at the Bandung ConfcrcD.ce aDd at four 
summrts has become an eyesore to Western fmpenatwn It 
IS, thmfore, sought to be c!Jsrupted through meaus as c!Jaho­
bcal as the nature of UDpcnabsm. 

Tbe most smrstcr forees of UDpetrahsts have tncd to 
scare the uon abgncd countnes by unfurbng the tom and 
tattered banner of ""anti marxrsm.. The bogey of anti 
communrsm was trotted out, apart from olhct reasons, to pre­
vent the 'I1nrd World from com.JDg closer to tts Datura] anh 
amperiahst ally, the USSR aod the sOCJahst eountnes An 
attempt u made even today to pump flesh blood mto thts 
dead and decomposed body m order to bnng about a nft In 
lhe1r ever groww.g fnendly relahom nus ts also used as a 
shield to protect some of the most pro-uopenabst A!ro-As1an 
reg~mes known for the1r renowned hasbbty ro peoples march 
towards socud and econcmuc:: progras 

W W Kolsky, aa Amencan fore1gn pobcy expert says 
"'The cnsis of the coloDial system anti the movement for 

the modenusahon of retarded soc1thcs would have occurred 
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qu1tc mdependent of cmtlm.UDism and tbe cmnmumst m~ 
mco.t" (Intmlltloul Pohbc:s In n Rerolabonary Age, p 
334) 

Jo tbe fa11ure of tts pol1c:y of •ant• ciDlmunism" vu: a VIS 
developing n:1t1ons, 1mpen:ihsm, m fact, has lost 10 Jts glo­
b:tl struggle for people's m1tt.ds The people of the \\orld 
have seen through the game, they have seen what 1mpcnahsm 
studs for and \\hat soaahsm offers to them m tbe1.r struggle 
lor bamslung P""""Y '""" their h,.. Prof Galbnutb, lor 
mer US Ambassador 111 l•d•o, 10111 "Many of the geomn 
ments of lhe new countnes have embraced SOCia1.ISID and 
plmmac as a matter of conYicboa Ca:pJtalum has come to 
mean BntJSb, French. nutch or Amencan comp3.D1es tbat 
\\-ere assOCiated wath c:oi0J11al rule Or, as 1n Afnea, u denotes 
the merchants and traders-also usually lort:lgDelS These 
axe fimdy IC!eDtdied m people'• ml!ldo With b1gb pn«<, high 
profits and a good deal of sangunwy swmdhng"" (£mnomu:s, 
Pe:m. aad Laaghtu, 1972, p 1974) 

To the people of Afnca sad As1a rhe USA and the 
USSR are DOC JUst two gtQ.t po\\ers but twa oppOSite w;~.ys 
of hlc, two dtft'erent CIVIhsatJODS, two dlfrerent approaches 
to tbe n:buildmg of soc1at As HBDS J Morge~~tllau wrote 

"7bc Unllcd States and the SoVIet Uruon face each Olher 
aot DDly as - gn:at powers 'lbcy also race each Olher 
as the founta.m heads of twa boshle and mcompat1ble Ideolo­
B'ts. systems of go..-emment and wnys of l1te • (Fore•gn 
Albus, Apnl 1969, pp 428 29) 

Morgcnthau S0CS on IO argue lhat It IS lbtS that forms the 
.. dy:D3.Dtlc force'" belund JJDpena11St pobc1cs of ~ntervenbon 
'"all D'ln the globe. som.etDDes sunephllously, sometnnes 
openly, sometimes w1th the accepted mc:fbods of dtplomalic 
prnsurc and propaganda, sometimes w1tb the frowned upon 
mstn.nncnts of covm su\rvtr~aon and open force'"' (Jbul.) 
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The USA's "aa-esomc" mrlrrary muscle flexed from 
hme to t1me, b:u not been able to cow down the non lihgnrd 
peoples nor \\Dn 1t tbe1r alleg1ance and loyally El'!JIJVrstern 
sc:holan h:nre lost fa1lh In lb!..,POtenllallhes !!.!!!?PSnaltSts 
armed m1gbt ID puslung forward the Western fDre:Jgn pohey 
A~ouTMelman wntes ___ - -----

most of us haw agreed wtlh Volt11re that God JS on 
the Side Wllh the heavieSt battaliODs Jf Jt v.ere true that the 
stroogest m1btary power always gets tls way, then the Unded 
States possessor of the greatest stock of nuclear mlhracy 
weapons ID lhe world should be able to exerc:rse 11s wdl 
among olhet oat1ons wllh substantial success But thiS h:as 
not been the case m1JIIary power 11 beeom1ng sDc:reiSlngly 
meft'echw as an snstniment of sntemat•oaal pobcy.(our 
Deplelod SO<Ielf, p-157) -

Western statesmen haw thus come to ac:c:ept the fact 
thai pm\rr no loDser translate~~o automatiCally 1nto Jn8uenc:e 
(Ag..,61or tbe Nat...., New York) The roteihe masses 
ha~ u_psett1ng 1mpenalJSm s calculit1ons have also 
been acknowledged by them Walter LJppmaD for 1DSiance wr'Ote ____ -

"Mass opiDIOD haJJ acquired mountmg power m tbu 
cou..-!!!!7. lt bas shown ttsclf to be a d111gerous maSter of do­
CJSIODS When lhe s~ze""'b!e and deilb .. """'(Tbel'ultbc: PJu. 
ldl0plir,jr2o;-- - - -

1bc people of the 1b1rd World have come to see cle:uly 
the ugly fact o[ 1mpcnabsm Jt balds no attracllon to the 
people wbo have shaken off tbe fetters of colootabsm or arc 
st1U figbbng for lbe1r mdependence rrom Western rule F.u:ed 
With tbe c'lo•ce of path of further development these people 
do not see m lhe rntdrrwaaJ Western form an a~pted sDCJaJ 
model The reabty of world ~mpenabsm-wluch unleashed a 
b:lrbarous w:~r 1n V1elnam wb1cb sUbJugates tbe peoples of 
AfneJ.q countnes and wb1eb. bolsters the rule of' nb•d racwa 
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1111---ean no longer be bulden from lhc pe<>plo ol devolopmg 
countnes "'Some smart boy on MadlSOD Avenue, .. saul Dr 
McLain, au Amencau mtSSIOD:liy 10. Pero. ""ougbt to dream 
up another word for cap1taltsm because cap1tahsm bu be 
<Ome a d1rty won! aU aver \he world" (Quoted by Waller 
1oyce Ill Propogonlla Gap, p 82) 

Tlus zs the opm1on not of a mere unSOphisticated US 
!Dl.SSloaary The late Senator Robert F KeDJJ.cdy, llkemse, 
noted that capitalism. had become "'the ditty word of the 
Onent' mspdc of all Amenc:an propaganda and econom1c 
aid (last Friends am!. II"''" E .. mies, p 118) 

What nauseates the non abgncd peopln most about the 
realtty ol world unpenahsm u Jt.s frontal apposition to their 
cad~avoun for rcmouldmg the~r lives on new l1nes, for 
buddmg thell' future from the dcbns left beh~nd by colo-­
mab.sm Progress IS anatbcma to UDpenahsm as Holy Waler 
u to Satan. "Nicholas I of RUSSia IS S31d to have ISSued 8D 
onler l>anmng \he won! 'progress' """'a-da:rs lbe phDoso 
pbers aud lustonaos of WesiCI'D. Europe, and even the Umttd 
States, have come belatedly to agree wllh hun" (B H Carr, 
What Is Hutmy•, p 37) 

WarJd 1mpcnahsm has outworn 11self, 1t PO longer meets 
1hc SOCJal requuema~ts of llle ~plcs of the \Vest and of the 
Tlunl World 

lmpenahsm bowe"Vtt bas not cshaustcd tis armouty CJl 
tacks to try to cloud the mmds af the people af developtng 
coua.tnes In. tts desperate btd to retouch tts tmage and to 
p31D.t the SOcta1u.t countncs 1n the blackest cf colours, 1t 
takes teeaurse to lptnnmg "theoncs' , te.lbng blatant hes, and, 
what LS mcxt disgustlog to cpen mtuntdabon The methcds 
used are crude and subtle, open and btdde.n pohttcal and DOt 
so pollUCal Some "'Soe11.ltsts. among the. unpe.nahst.s eonttnue 
to smg dogedly the old plam.tlve ~[ram cf •anta-commu 
rusm. .. AJ shown e.arher tts snmng tu:ne 15 no IOD:ser popu 
lar ud. consequeatly, new tunes ate. playa! 
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II is tragic, tndccd, that the leoden of the People's Re­
publiC or Chma. an ASI3D country, should lend lmpm:ahsm 
all the support It neOOs to besnurch the fa1r name of a true 
fnend of the Tlurd World JmpenalJSt deception, bowc\-er, 
cuts no 1ce With the non ahgned countr1es for the1r people 
now no longer dc:pend eatuely on Western med1a for know 
1ng the truth about the SOCJalJSt sector of the world 

There was a t1me when, at the height of the cold •ar, 
Dulles dubbed the non ahgned movement ••mmornl"' 11ns 
crude deouncJahon has now been replaced by an elaborate 
sophJSity For example, CeCil V Crabb rr , n well known 

· wnter, stated that " froDi thC19.fOs to the 1960s, State 
Department th1nkmg changed troiiiTbc behef that neUTriliSm 
WJr"lftltftllfAr"iir''thCrWiSCiiiiaC'Ceptable to ihe1de3iliir·at 
wo~t ~iiii"b1e" (Th;_ Elepban_!! iinl,!!!iGiiiR, pl72) 

Such a "recognd1on"' of non alignment does not how 
ewr, 1mpty rrconc111atJOD to 11 Jmpenal1sm bas changed 
11s taches, not the strategy, eodeavounag to ensure that non 
abgnment sheds 1ts progress1w: anliDDpenabst essence, that 
11 docs DOt develop further sol1danty WJtb the socJabst coun 
tnes JmpenaJ1sls for mstaJJce, cook up theones-beefed up 
WJth Ch1nese adchhons-tbat the world IS d1Vlded toto "ncb"' 
and "'poor' nat1ons No account 1s taken of the socaal set up 
of the .. ncb"' and "poor" nations, of the sources and causes 
ol tbetr nchaess and poveJCy Tbe mean1ng of the pseudo­
SCientific doctnne IS expressed 1n 11s bas1c postulate wb1ch 
states that the developmg states must "keep away from the 
West and the East " It 1s not an IDDOCCDt postulate 11 has 
s1nuter !Dlpbcatrons and uttmor mot1ves lr seeks to atta1n 
the poht1cal obJCChw: of equatmg before the non ahgned 
world the 1mpenahsr policy of mlldansm and war, of but 
tressmg the remaants of colon18bsm and centres of rac1aliSIIl 
of blatant aggress1on aga10st the newly IDdependenl nahoos 
lmpenal1sm s efforts are obviously armed at dnvmg a wedge 



14 .1\on-Al.pmenl Lepc:y of Nefnu 

between the non abgned countries and sOCJabst common­
\Vealtb, at brea1mg up tbe~t powerful undcd front 

'Ihc aun of sphltmg up the unttcd anh unpenabst froJlt 
of developing and socJal•st countncs, and of Jsolatlng and 
weakemng: the non abgned mo\cment, lS CVIdcnt m die Widely 
advocated propostllon that the non uhgned nations are de~bn 
ed to be mere ~wns m the "great power game", lll "'htch 
they are '" a kmd of bndge between twa rompet1ng camps" 
(Non-Abgnment IP tile World or Tod:ly. Beograd, p 237) 

In theu efforts to ctnuculatc the non aligned movement, 
to rob tt of tts cmgma1 character whtch hu ma.de 1t tnto a 
powerful mtematJOnal fora: 10 order to defeat lts stnvmg 
for mtcmataonal peace and detente, for c:onsobdat.lng national 
tndependcnee, aad far cr:uhcahng economJC backwardness, sm 
pmahst tbeorehtJIDs prOJeCt tl as a pobcy of .. defeatism. 
escap1sm, or laet or tealiSUl on the part 0( tts adherents" 
('111e ElrplumiJ and the Crass. p 6S) as .. a soarufestatJOD 
of dJplomahe JndecJSton and equtvoco.tton • {lbtd, pp 10..11) 
'l1te US forc1gn poliCy theorctaeWl,IJans J Morgmthaa,goes 
further and evaluates tbe non aligned movemenls as " 
moral•odlll'erence to global ISSUes • \A Cnucal Look at 
Neulral.tty," The New York Tanes 1\-lag:mne, Aagust, 27, 
1961, p 25) 

Every unbJaSed person WtD sec that these assutJoas aro 
as far from uuth as arc tbe des1gfts and deeds of thcur authors 
from the real Interests of the non aligned countries Subse-­
quent pages w111 show how non alignment came to be Jdentl 
~ wttb the forcn acUYe1y 'WDr'lung to resolve the "'global 
usues" 1D a pea.c:d'ul way how 11 threw Jfs ent1re wezght on 
the s1dc of those who r.ought ta defeat unpc.nabsm's btd to 
~ndle a nuclear conftar ~ who made every attempt to 
evolve 8 DCW WOt!d ~ n ~ based OD er .. among 
states, b1g as wen as sr{ \~ 'ifc and pc:3cf ( , ) ~nee 

The tdea teccnttY\ _ .:.~. ·!J~'n t~ \j \ ~ f~ren 
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between the non abgned countnes and WCI:lhst common 
v.ealth, at bteak.tng up thelt powerful uruted front 

The 3JID of sphttwg up the united anh 1.01penahst front 
of develop1ng and soc1ahst countnes, and of l..!iolatiDg and 
weal.erung the non aligned movement, 1s eVIdent m the WJdely­
advoca.tc:d proposthon that the non ahgned natlons :l!C destin 
cd to be: mere pawns. m the "great pov.er game", m v.h1cb 
they are " a liDd of bndge between t~o competing camps" 
(Non-AI.Jgnmcnt 10 the World of Tolby1 Beograd, p 237) 

In the1r efforts to emascub.te the non ahgned movement, 
to rob 11 of Its ongmal character wh1ch bas m.:1de 1t Into :J 

powerful mternahonal fon:e, tn order to defeat ds stnvmg 
for mUrnabonal peace and detente, for cons.ohdatiog nat10nal 
mdependence and for eradreahng economrc backwardness, Lm 

penahst theorebcians proJect 11 as a pohcy of" defeabsm, 
escap1sm, or Jack of realtSm on the part of 1ts adherents" 
(The Elephants and the Grass, p 65), as • a man.Jfestal!On 
of d.Jplomahc mdeCISIOn and equtvocat:Ion .. (Ib1d.1 pp 10-11) 
The US forergn polJcy tbeorehcJan, Hans J Morgenthau, goes 
further and evaluate.o;; the non alrgned movements as .. 
moraiJndtfl'erence to globallSSUCS .. r A Cnhcal Look at 
Neutrahty," The New Ynrk Tunes 1\laga.zuLe, August,. 27, 
1961, p 25) 

Eury unb1ased person wtll see that these asserbons are 
as far from truth as are the des1~s and deeds of the1r authors 
from the real mterests of the non al1gned cauntnes Subse-­
quent pages Will shaw bow non alrgnment came to be 1denh 
tied Wltb the forces actiVely worbng to resolve the • global 
ISsues' 1n a pencclul way. how 1t threw Its entue we1ght on 
the SJde of those who sought to defeJ:t IIIlpenahsm s brd to 
kmdlc a. nuclear con.flag:ml!on, who made every attempt to 
evolve a new world pollhcal order based on equably among 
states, brg as well as small, on peace ::~nd peaceful coa.:Jslence 

The 1dea recently propounded rn the West of dJlfen:n 
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Uabog belween the developmg couolnes by counter posmg 
lho ecooOJDlcoUy more do\eloped to the less developed ones 
u. lakewJSe, auncd at uudermlDlog the uoaty of the llDD­
ohgru:d Tho dJJfen:occs ans•og from geogr.oplllcal and SOCJI> 

cconom1c conditions arc: no obstacles to the un•ty of non ahgo 
ed countncs They have united for peace and progress no 
matler what the ddlicultles. may be 

1be open calls gJVeo for changang the platform of non­
alignment, for ddutang 1ts baste pnoc:Jplc&, allegedly fo make 
1t "acceptable to the vanous groups of couotnes," are 
attempts at pushmg developing countnes oft their chosen 
puth However, the uruly of aelloo ach.levcd by non altgocd 
countnes agamst 1mpenabsm and oeo-colomaliSm 15 getlmg 
stronger day arter day ne obJCCUve bas1s fm: tbetr umry 1s' 
de§ned~!!Jr the".P.!!Lfu' the CO!qmo'!...!!!l•_'!!'JB!!£!L!o 
tliem hiStory They arc all wed~ to the..,palh 2! pea~ 
and peace 1 COCXJStence, to fneudsh1p wllh anlllmpenal•st 
movements tlie world over, iiid,'ibOvc ail, w1th the SOCiahst 
c:OiiDii1cS Jr cb.n&~osen to be oulslde the'; ranks 1t 15 
Jls OWn dmog and fully m coosooaoce With the tetrogradc 
role •t 15 playmg on the world scene 

In lhe changed world of today wbeo detente hos bo­
come the dommant tnmd m Jalematloaal rdatJons-wben 
coJomal1510 •s oo the :retreat, and when the freedom move­
ments 10 subJect countnes are assum1ng a broader and WJder 
sweep, tbe Jmpenaltsls arc scek1ng to subJugnle the noa­
alrgned eou.atnes rhrough a vamty ol meaas rangmg from 
USJDg the Jastrumenls of mequalablc ecooom1c and polJtJcal 
nlallons 10 open attempts at destabJilsatJOD as mdeaced JD 
India recently 'The leaders of the non aligned c:ountnes 
today, espcc1:ally Pnme MIIUSter Indira Ciandh1, are stress 
mg the oeed to be on alert ag;nnst fore1ga 1mpenahst 1oter 
lere~JCD JD lhe JDic:J'JUIJ alf:urs of ThU'd \\I odd counlrJes Non 
ahgnment todDy 1s a powerful and ureplaceable Jostrumcnt 
ollbe strussJe of the peoples lor safOJuardm; lbe1r har<l WC>Q 
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freedom for bJJDgmg :rt.bollt radteal changes 10 lhe cml.lng 
mequllable CCODOJD1c and pobhcal xelahons among 1he s1ates 
of lhc, world, and for pe:1ee and sc:c:utity m lhe world Im 
pemhst !o= c:ontmuc to 1mpcde d!otls made by do>clop­
mg aud peace-Jovmg countnc:s to secure tbctr ngbllul place 
m the JD.tcmauooal c:om.mllnaty The dogged attempt the US 
Jl mabng to deny ladra 1ts ngb:tful place JD South East A.s1a 
IS a c:lass1c example: Wash.tngton has Ic(l oo stone unturned 
to weaken lnd1a zntcmahona11y as well as m the reg•on to 
wh1c:h 1C belongs Our growzng economic and mllltuy strength 
--even \bo detonatum of our nuc\ca.t dc.'Vlte for peaceful 
purposes-was looked upon Mth opco hoshhty Obvsously, 
tbe chtcf target of tbc attack of these external forces, bent upOn 
keepmg lndJa weak and backward. lS tts great leader Mrs 
lnd.tra Ciandlu who, foUowmg tn the foots.teps of her father. 
u rallYJDg tbe oabOJI for 1ts rc-buth, for W1p1ng out the age 
o1d povetty of 1ts people left to them by colonuWsm as a 
legaq 

Mrs. Gandlu. has been codstW:ntly WarDUlg tile aatron 
apmsr: lbe blatantly explOJtab<~e character of 1mpenahsm. 
She does nol DUDCe her words She •denb.&e.s tile extemaJ 
fortes posmg; a lhru.t to lhc. SWlnty of lndta, to soaal and 
ean~oauc progress. to the very stabilil)' of 1ts pobbco-parJ•a 
IIICII!acy order 

From Chile to Angola, such IS the fngbtfuUy large: can 
vas v.b.tch 1mpenallsm has cllosen as 1ts sphere for mterveu 
lion. Legally COD.ShEuted govcrnmc:nt arc fort:lbly ousted by 
temlt' and. Vloleuc:.c mtcmal dlSaftecb.DD and dlsse1lSlOns. arc 
sown OD. a Wlde scale. pobtu:s of assasslDatlon and the; cu\t 
of VlOlcdcc arc fteqllC.D.Ily preacbm and practlSCd Impenalam 
stoops to these metbods through bnbery, conuphoD., subvcr 
SIOD and conspncy 1.n total diSregard. of JDternatJonal Jaw 
aDd CIVIlised behaYJOUr The danger of forc:•gn 1n1pcnabst 
Jntcsvcnhon IS bccommg gruter, for non ahgncd nahons 
wblc:h, acwty llbera1c4 as they 31'C, stLll arc not strons: poh 
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beaDy, e<:ODODU<ally 111111 DUbtanJy Tbo DOD ahgDed world 
15, therefore. lDlpenahsm I most ObVIOUS target. 

A few moro words about tho doctrme of destablhsabon 
ore <ailed for here Tbls doctrmo was first employed 111111 
later OpODly advocated m Clulc Tbo US ID!pcnahsts have 
DOt felt shy of adDUIImg opcDiy that 11 IS tbetr maheDable 
nght to mterveoe m the mternal affaJn of c:OUDtnes whose 
pohbCOIIIIIII ea>DODUC regllDes are oor to tbetr hkmg It waa 
agamst tbJS background that tho former US Ambusador m 
New Dellu, Prof Dame! Patnck MoyDJitaD, seat a telegram 
to tho US Secrelal)l' of State about tba appreheostoos VOICed 
by Pnme Mm!Ster MIS inclu:a Gaotllu 

It IS preciSely becauso she (Pnme Mm!Sfer lnclora 
Gandbl) ts not liUlOCCDt, not squeaDllSh and DOl. a morahser 
that her conccm about Amet.Lean mtentJ.ODS 15 Ra1 and 1IIUJlOo 
dJatc ADd of coune, the news from the US, as prmted m the 
Indian prc.ss, repeatedly eonfinns her WOtst susplClODS and 
geoumo fears She tluoks we are a profounclly &elli5b 111111 
c:ymcal couoter revolul!OJWY power 

Do Dot tbmk, fellow Amllllcaos, of beJWhog lodua 
GanclltfWitb talk of cultural cxcbaogo, JOIDI mduslnal 
undmW.gs or alCWSbTploods of cbrap fOod H~ 
IS not econom~e JiiSiKWiicil Nol.hmg will eb3Dg;fier \mhl 
~~~··~Jt.!!~-~~biwa.-

Hcr eoaccm 15 whether the US accepts the IDdJan re 
&JDlC Sb1rlnlorsUre""bunhat v.o wo'ii1d be eontcnt to see 
oiliCrS ble hc'i overthrown sr knows fully wen lbat wa have 
dODC our sbare and more of ti oody aDd dJsbonourablc deeds" 
("[be N.WYiirt. T...., September 13, 1974) 

The mdro:ads JDJpc:raahsm IS sccbng to make JD lhc 
lDiemaJ 50CJO-pohbeal JtnltiW'C of DOD allpcd "OUDIIJu. 
openly as \\ell as lhrou&b mteraal n:athon, u fought baek: 



78 Ntm Abpmen& Lesocy oJ Nehm. 

by the natrooallcadetslup and by the people of the oouoby 
coueemed :md, colleellvdy, by 1lwr emerging umty al lhe 
""" aligned SUIIUIIliS, m lhe UN oad at other world for­
ums The, mcreas.mg umty of the non abgned, the close 
ldeobty m theJr approach W1th that of the SOVIet UDIOD 
aDd other waabst countnea. on bummg problems of the 
day-from war ID VJOIDam to C\0015 m Middle !:as~ hom 
eondeommg eolomalum to braodlllg ZlolliSDl With ra<JOIIsm 
hom dcmand10g dwoaotlmg of uopmahst bases m the 
lDchan Ocean to recogDWDg tbe PalestJqc LaberatwD Orsa· 
msauon-bavc lhrown the llllpenahst rulmg Qltles mto a 
fit of freozy Pllrlleularly dl.stmsmg to them IS what they 
c:ally the.· tynumy of Wlc'' of tbc non aligned m the. UN, s e , 
lbar 11llllcd asseruon of wall agamst the maaoeuVIlDg ol lhe 
WCSI In these 'bloc:k voleS", as the US eaUs 11, Moyuthau, 
accordmg to Tuoes magazzqc. pcreewed anh AmerJCDJUSDl 
and omlaugbts agamst l.bc West The reprcsmlah\'ei of lhc 
Tlurd Wosld eounlnes had a good laugh at the lalltrum he 
threw at tbeu successful allempl to have the PLO delegabon 
adllllll<d to the UN SCSSIDDS. "Tbu slwwed a lotahlanaD 
dwesard for due pm;esslbreatenmg to twu tho UN mto aa 
empty shell, • be lbuodered. la a broadsule apmsl the Tlurd­
WOIId and SO<WISl co1111tnes, Moymhan. m one of the Seeu· 
nl)' Councal sessaons, dehvered a. lcchU'C on theu sysccm of 
govemmeol 'Jbe Jq>RSCDiaiJve of Saudi ArabJa, by DO meaJI5 

a11 mvekra~ enemy of Amenca, sloOd 'Up to say 'T:ame 
has come to make at clear to .Mr Mo.)'Dlban lhat he could 
not treat UN members m such a c:avahet IlliUlDCr'" The Sauda 
Araba:m representatavc asked for Door to elude Mr Moymhan 
for Ius ""unwammle:d. remarks" Notmg that Mr Moymban 
was lea\'UIJ the chamber, the Sauda Arabian representalave 
caDe4 oul "Mr Professor, please do DOt go out YOJI. may 
learn somethmg from what I baw ro say. Mr Pro(c:sscu'". 
Mr Atoymhan, however. du1 not retum 1be Saudi ArabJan 
rcpresenlalavc rcfeaed to Mr Moymb:ua•a leaked lclcJrBID 
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to tho State Department JUSbfymg the US policy to get tough 
w1lh lhe Thud-World eountnes and saul someone ought to 
make 2t clear to hzm lbat he "could not treat .scweteJp staleS 
m a cavaller !05111011" (TUDes olluoba, l1111ua.y 31, 1976) 

The ctCSCOndo of tJus outburst agawt tho Tblrd World 
War reocbed m US Socrela.y of State Dr Kwmger's sra1ement 
m Boston on March 11, 1976, editonally called • .Klssmgenes" 
by tho Indian E>p..,. (Mardt IS, 1976) Dr K•ssmgor had 
piCked up Moymhan's odtous mantle. tho paper wrote 1be 
Secretary of Sl:lte had soud at Bo$tou that some non-abglled 
c:ountnes were • exlmtl.og • what •JDdustnaJ democracJCS 
had freely ol!ered " Ho added "l.op-51ded vobDg, unwork­
able rcsolultons and arb1trary procedure too often dommate 
tbe UN and other mtemahooal bocbes Nauons wluc:h OD­

gtoally choose non ahglllllCDt to shield themselves from the 
globD.J coahhons .bave lhemselves lom1ed a ngKI 11Jeolog•· 
cal t;Oafrontallomst coahuon of lhetn. One of the most e.v•­
deot blocs m lhe world body today IS U"Omcally the automatic 
alipment of the non ab,gned." ThiS tuadc m Bosloo, as the 
IDdlaa Espm;t wrote cdatonally, was what Mo,yDJhan would 
have gleefully called 'raiSmg bell" Wllb the Thad-World coun­
tnes for thezr aud:lc:lty to outveto lb US at the UN on vJlal 
qucst1ons Dr KJssmger was not sbowmg a totaUy new tr:ul 
At the Mdwaukee loshtute of World AII::urs 10 July last, be 
bad uuerc:d a wanung, that the USA Dllght hold Jts fm:mcial 
cotUnbuhcm 10 lhc VN dlhc 'lbud World couotncs radulged 
1n "lop-sided, loaded vohog, b1asc:d results and arbnary tae-­
IJcs' He had acc:used diC 'lbml World coualncs of .. adoles 
amt postunng. • Dr KlssJagcr 1;:00ld DOt Juvc been uaa\\are 
lbat mampubt10a of votes at the UN was an net \\bleb"'~ J)c. 

gun and practiCCd by the US And tf anyone IS pully of lop­
sided \-ObDJ;. ll IS the US \\luc:h IS sbll U&IDJ Jl$ vtiO 10 lbC 
~urrty Couac:d to trvsrratc a=r UDaOUDOus deelSIODS of tbe 
GcACral Assembly. 

\VccLs al'lcr Dr JC.wmp:r clciJ\·C~ Ius blasts al lbc 
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11urd World countnes, the USA vetoed m the Secunty Coun­
cil thetr resolution deplonng hraeh pol!CleS m Jerusalem and 
m the occupied areas on the West Bank of the Jordan R.lvc.r. 
Formulated by a group of Thlrd·Wodd countnes m the Sec:u· 
nty Council, the resotuhon bad .. deplored Israel's f:ulure to 
put a stop to acuon nod po!J.c1es tend.mg to change the staiUs 
of the c1ty of Jerusalem" The resolutJon, :m. w.nocuous one. 
had called upon Israel to refratn. from taklng steps agamst 
Arab mhabJtants of occup1ed areas, to respect the mvJolabt· 
hty of the holy places and to demt from. the expropnahon 
of Arab land or from the establlshment of Israeh settlements 
on II 

Wbat also sends the unpertalt.sts Into a fit of freii.Z)' lS 
that the TbJ:rd World countnes, bel.Jevmg m peace and peace 
ful co-eXlSteace. solve thelt mter state disputes themselves 
Without turnmg to Western chancellenes for .. adJudtcahon" 
and .. arbJtral:lon " Students of current affw.rs am well aware: 
of the fact that the colow.al rule bequeathed to the newly­
liberated couutnes numerous problems causwg sharp dis­
agreement among tbem. The questions of JllSt and effech\e 
seU1ement of temtonal dtsputes are of enormous unportance 
to the countne& of Ast.a, Ainca and Laun Amenca. Accord 
lllg to the esllmates of the US NC\rs & World Rtporl, of 128 
con1JJ.cl5 about 100 took place bet\\een 1898 and 1968 m 
Asia, Afnca and the M1ddle Wt The peaceful resolution of 
th~ confl.Jct.s goes to strengthen the Wllty of the Thud World 
countnes especially when Jt JS remembered that colorualwn 
had artJ.fic1:illy d1v1dcd or con\etsely "umted... Wltbm the 
frame\\ork of tbeJr temtonal pos.sess10ns people of dlfferc.nt 
tnbes and ethnic tnbes wtth ddlerent rebg1ons. cultures wd 
levels of de\relopment. The lttlpcnallst powers bad, for tn· 
staDce, torn up 'tbe llvtng body of Afnca"' <tS Jack Wodda 
v.rote 1D The New Way Ahead (p 150) 'Faced 1D the past 
decade with 3 growmg IJlSlSteace by the Afncaa people lbat 
they be allo\\ed to rule thtmseh-es, Bnti.Sb unpenalum had 
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worked hard to play on cvcey chvwon and backward lookmg 
lorcc,' he added 

Many temtonal conBlcts m. the 'I1urd World COUDtnes 
stdl boar 1ho stamp of the &lobo! pohtu:al ambtlJOilS of the 
US aDd of the scramble of otber Western nauons Cor sphem 
o£ .LDOuen.c;e We .u1 India are pamfuUy aware of rbe: attempts 
US Llllpenalwn made, m conJunction w1th Chula., to stoke 
the fires of armed coafrontahon J..Q the Ind1a.n sub-contmeat 
to tb.e dctument of the peace and sccunty of 1CS peoples The 
llleDaCIIIg proxwuty of tho US 7th Fleet to llldtan &bores 
was held out as a threat to our c:ountry The histone role the 
1911 fnendshlp \reaty between our country and the USSR 
played m wardmg otr the extemal da.nger to lodla. 11 aow well 
known. What the 1971 events 5howcd clearly was that the 
non ahgncd natlons could rely safely and !iCcurely on the 
USSR as a •bteld ag:mtst tho lbrcals of agv=wn and for 
prolectmg tho peace awl secunty of South East Alta and ol 
tho e.otue East 

Impcnahsm keeps wagmg wars agamst small countnes 
1D order to smother lbeu cbenshcd desue for freedom, to 
depnve them of theii' mdtpendence and to subJugate lbem 
to Jb rule Th1s exp1ams tbc ongm oi lbe bn:ltal wars launched 
DgaJDSt V1etnam Laos and Cambodta, of supporliDg the 
CXpaDSIODISl clesue of Israel agamst the vdal ID.lercsts of the 
Arab peoples V1etnam. however, has procJa.tm.ed both the 
predatory character of unpena.hsm as well as 1ts l.llb.ertnt 
wea.kneu to crush an awakened and umtcd people backed 
by a.U noa. allga.c4 countncs, by the peace IoVl.Dg fo~ of the 
world and above all by the pollhtal, ccOJlOJDJc and mw~., 
IW,&ht of the USSR and the sacuW.st camp 

There 11 another strat.:lgcm. tmpcna.l..!sm u.ses to weaken 
the Tlurd World countncs It u one of utdlilDg the pro­
gramme and po1~eres of ccr14.1a mfcrna! rcaci.IOD.uy segmeats 
of palaucal hfc which howe placed themselves ID opposatwa 
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to the SOCial and econODllc asplr.lhODS of the people of deye. 
lopmg countnes 1be.se groups play 1.0to the bands of bostlle 
extemal forces and become theu lD.Slruroc:nts m turmog back 
the wheel of progress set m tnotton by the nauonallcader­
slup of the counlly l.mpenallsm and. loc<Jl t~:action m Thud­
World countnes entec mlo a pact w1th each other, WJI.h 

the latter pla)'Ulg a subsement role. 

"Some regunes and polit.u:al orgarusatlons Ul the 'Ilurd­
World couotnes whJch bave proclaJmed socHlltst auns and 
cany out progressive changes", as L I Bce.t:hnev stated ID 

hls Rc:pon to the 2Stb CPSU Congress, "ba"Ve come under 
strong pressure from mterna1 and foreJgn reachon .. '"'bc 
recent nghtlst ~pa.~gn ag;unst the Government of Incllr.l 
Gandh.l," he added. .. and the attempts to WlderDllD.C the so­
era! :llld pohllcal gaw.s of the Egyptum revolution are cxam­
p\C:!lo at Uu.s COUJSC oi C'Vtn\s." 

Such 1s the balance sheet o{ UDpeniilism VlS-a·Vl.S the noo.­
ahgned. world. 

Tbe devclopwg countrtc.s of Asta, Afnca and Lalm 
Amenca emerged on the mternallonal scene as a pOwerful 
force at a tune when the contradu:Uow bet .... een the SOC'lallst 
and co.p1tahst systems had ~umed an acute foriP The pro­
cess of Uus emergence v.as further stepped up and taken on 
to a qual.Jtatlvely new he1&ht by the parhcip:LUon of the )oung 
Irukpendent states m sotvm& &e\enl mteroahon:ll problems 
The mam factor \\bleb helped non-.a..Lgoment movement g:un 
mln1ensc ptes.\lge and pov.erful momentum \\as tls co~WStent 
anll unpenahst onentahon Non aLgned countries contnb!l­
ted a good deatm solving some mtematJona! Jssues, 1D belp­
tng evolve mac.k.1nd's answer to tbe problems posed by 
nuclQf w::tt and stocL.pJI.ulg of arms, w changmg the \ery 
dnlt o( mtc:rna.t\Onal afi:urs from one of conftontauon to 
c:o-operalJOD, from cold war to detente Of course, they hone 
not relented m thett !J.rugglc agamst colowal.J.sm. and liii· 
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penahsm wluth still try to tum back the wheel of lustory as 
eventsmChtle5howed 

All atlctupl IS mad&-Of """""· wrth the aot.ne aDd 
wtlhog belp of Chllla-to sphl the anlt tmpenahsl frollt of tbc 
non ahgoed by chssemlJiatmg the spunOU$ theory that the 
non ahgoed have to mamtam an eqwdJstancc from the t\\'O 

super powers" What the autbors of tlus theory" clehbcra 
tely OJDJl to menboo 15 that on tim world area:~ the battle­
bocs are drawn between the forces of soca:Wsm and nabooal 
bberollOO on the one bond 1111d the femes of tmpmahsm 011d 
reactron oo the other, wblclJ mclude the USA The. Sov:lel 
peoplo cotllmue to slaJKI, as L I Bmhoev declared, on 
the side of the forces of progress, clemoctaoy and nauoool 
mdepeodence. aDd "'gard them as fneods aDd comrades m 
suuggle" Tbe Soviet leader odded Glaocmg at the ptct..., 
of the modem world one CIIDDDI belp DOhcmg tho tmporhtDt 
fact that the mlluence of states tha1 bod ooly meotly been 
coJomes or sem1 colOJlles had 8fOWD com.uJerabJy 

"It may de6mtely be wd about the m&Jonty of them tbat 
they are deleodmg thm pabhcol 011d ecooom•c ngbts agamst 
UDpenalwn w1th mountmg energy 5tnV1Dg to ~hdate 
thcu' mdepeodence ud to rouse the SOCJilJ, econDIDle aad 
cultural level of their peop1o 

'Tbc fore1go pabcy of the develop10g couotms bas be 
rome vJSJbly more acbvc 'Ibis u seeD m maay spheres-lhe 
pohbcal tDUJSC of the non .Wgned movem.CDt. and the acll 
VJl)' o[ the Orpmsatron of Afnean Umty and of the vmous 
ecODODUc assoc:•aboas fanned by dcvclopmg wuntnes" 

'"\V1Ih lhc present comlallon of dass forus m the \\Orld, 
the hbcmtcd cOUDtrlCS \\~ qwte capable of n:mtmg 1m 

pcrmhst daktal and atbteviDg Jlbl-thoJ.t u, equal--ctoDOIDlC 
n:latiOJIS.. He declored 

.. It 11 also clear t!UJ.t thc:ll' CODlnbubon to lhc commoa 
""'gglo l'or pcacc and the secunty of peoples \Oiucb u 
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alr=dy CODSiderable ts qu1te bkely to bc:c:ome molD sub­
•101111>1 

We agam emphame that the SOvJet UIUOD fuUy sup· 
ports the Iegttunafe asptr:d.lons of lhe young slates, their 
dctemun:luon lo ihakc of! oil 1mpcnahst upkntaliOII, ond 
to tab full charge of th!:!u entuc nabanal ~th 

"'We are drawn closer to the. vast maJortty of the :.fates 
that arose Oil the rums of the coloma) system by our deep 
common allegiance to peace and freedom. and by avem.on 
to all forms of agg:msmn and dommilllon and to explotta 
bon of one country by another The eommumty of b3.Slc aspua 
tlOns Ill the ncb au.d fru1tful sod on wh.tch out fnendshJp 
wJll conhnue to grow and flounsb. 

wrbe Soviet Uwon has commanded our respect and 
ad.lwratlon from the e.a:ly days The Gn:at October R.evoltJ 
t1on and the mass struggles which prea:dcd 1t. had a profound 
Ullpact on JJatiOJ141 bberabon dlovcments all over the world 
\Vo saw m 11. a blstonc tummg, pomt on lb.e road towuds a. 
bnghter future for aU JD.anktnd Our Iodum RevolulJOJI 
followed 1\s own dlstmc\l:vc patb But from the bt:gmnmg the. 
SovJet Umon s uDderSia.ndlng and. sympathy towurds the 
struggle of c:oloJllal and newly freed peoples was mdeDL 
There bas been a SJmd:tnty of outlook between our two couu 
tnes regard.IDg such questiOnS .and other mtemaiiOllal JSSUCS 
multbc area. of mutual uuders.tandmg has stearhly enlarged." 

No.a altgam~at and. world soc:1ahsm are lb.us c:Ioso and 
fum alhes, each belpme the other, 1D the common cause of 
kcepmg tbe earth clean from the garbage of m1pcnallsm, 
colowal and oca-coloDJ.al dom1nahon, rac:uWsm and stock 
p&lmg of arms These N.o m~P,ty world forccs work, JOIDt­
ly and w1th mutual confidence., at the. UN and other world 
bodJ.es. 1n purs.\nt of \htse laudable ob]cc\I'Ves to tbe cbagnn 
and d.Lsmay of tmpcnahsm and, of coune, Pekuls whtcb 
keeps on howhng as the world pcople"s caravan moves on to­
v.ards a better Ullemallonal order 



cw.PTERVI 

Summits : From Belgrade To Algiers 

The non aligned countnes have so far held four 
SUmmits at Belgrade (1961), c .. ro (1964), Lusaka (1970) 
and A\gters (1973) ~~~summtt conference ~ .. attend 
ed_by ~25_ countnes, the s~d~y~S~ ~~an ,..and ~f'!.,can 
c:ountnes, YugoslaVIa, Cuba and observers from SO!Del Lab.a 
~tes, the thttd_bJ:6(c:OU'nt"n~d_:-llle fOUith 
by 76 countnse ODd 16 nabonal bberabon movemcats At 
the-dawn or l!!!...ab!!Umcntiheic -were -oni~5"CC"untnes '3d-'" 
hctiiis to tbi~sunc ~ number has stWf.,ty ~9 
thus showmg the Wide ~ the movement has assumed 
Bes1ib, lhe ~shown the iaherc"Dt Vltab1yaua:'iia­
tunty of the movement, creatmg favourable concbl1ons for 
developmg countnes m thell' struggle agamst tmpcnalJsm 
wluch 1S srowmg more dcaqut and, at the same ttaJC. more 
f'rcnz:11:d and ferociOUs Bestdcs, !be process of relanbon of 
lnleraaUonal ICJISJOU eases the struggle of the DOD abgoed 
scmag as a cat:J.lyst m pVmg thctr dynam1c foretga pobcy 
a more 11gorous push 

'Ihe conferen~ at Belgrade, Caaro, Lusaka and Algters 
were sagmfica.nt la.admarks m the struggle of the 'I1:utd World 
agmnst Lmpenalwn It 'IUS a srrugglc wh.u:h gamed added 
strength wath the support cf the socz:~hst countnes Impena· 

~ 
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hsm was forced to teekon With noo abgnment as an uupor 
Iaiit factor m world pobhcs 

The conl'erence held at_Belgrade_was_;tJLeuded, among 
others by "'bsi"'rvers from three LDtm Amencan COUDtnes 
wlu'a\ >nd11:1>lea !>O,Oiid any ,..,u.,. of doubt that ihC Idea. 
of DOD aJ~nt fim fonaulated bj JudJa-iiiid ciOii@ the 
A"UaiiiiCan'd"Pacific Oceans and beiUOtDgnp the m1nds 
atRJ fi~.!! ... !!i!...J)COp~ or~iDA!P~~ 

-The Declarabon UllliDJDIOUsly adopted at lhe.,.!.~grade 
Conference stated that Jashag peace could be aclilCled only 
tf'ili"Caonunatlon of CotoDfatmD nipenahsm -and ueo-c:Oio­
iuahsm 10 all the1r mamrestabons was ebmmated and the 
1!2Lrcr.-!'!.pe;.ceful eo.cxosrcnce ,. .. ac:eeprcd and pracros<d 
JD IJJe \\odd Jt atrbmtd the :non abgoed 113hons• ""unwavn 
t§J!,•th• that the 111ieni'ibOOaf cOmmun•ty should Org;m1sc 
Its l•fe wslhout resort1ng to means wb1ch belonged to a p3Sl 
e~h offtuiiian h1o;fory The Jkcl:JratJon stated un:~m 
bogiiOUs!y dliit thO ~I'J!s _or pe:oeerut c:<><:><osteoee were 
the onJy alteomarwe to Cold War and to a nuclear cat:rs 
t~'be---rhC only bas1s of all •ntem::ttl01lill rel:Lhon• 
sliOU!d be based on pnneoples \\hoeh oaelude tbe ngbt of peo­
ple$ to setr.cJetermtnataon to sndepmdence and ro free detenn• 
n:abon o( the fonns and methods of econom1c SOCial ancf 
culrural dc>-elopmeol 

Thr DtJgrade De1:l:tr.illon has C'notmOUJ slgmfiQJJt;e 
for the \\orld of today for 1t slrC'sses that as global )'le:lCC and 
st:lbtbty dtrend on the mutual relations of pt":ll 1'0\\US. the 
non ahgned tounlnes eon"der "'1t a matter of pnnaplc thai 
rhe Gmt Powers fate more deremuned acr1on for rhe so1v 
lng: af nnOtu prob1tms by means of ntgofJallons "' The 
r:tr11CIJI:Iftls In lbe Delt;r:ulc Coafcrencc c:onstdtrcd II CSSCI)o 

ttal for non-ah£11cd nal1ont 10 lake part an 10h1ng ouhi:Uid 
fng lnlcmatJon:tlusucs tonc'Cmtnr; \\"'rld pr:tee and S«Unty as 
"none or rb¢m can rcmatn un:dfecred by or tn4dre'm'lt ro 
lhncmuet .. 
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"Ibe non alagned nahons• meetlag at Belgrade reaffirmed 
the1r suppOrt to the Dcclarahon on the Graotmg of Jadepc:n 
dencc to ColOIUal Countncs and Peoples adopted at the 15th 
,.,.1011 o[ 1he UN G<ncral Assembly and ~DUDeuded 1he 
UDI11ed1atc unc:ond1tJonal. total and tiDal abohtJon of colo­
Diahsm and resolved to make a concerted clfort to put an 
entl to all types of col0111ahs111 and 1mpcnabst dommatmn 
1n all forms and mamfe.stallcns Tbcy also demanded that an 
UDm.c4J.ate stop be put to armed act1on and repl'CSSive 
measures ag:unst dependent peaples to enable tbem to ext~ 
asc peaccluUy and f=ly tbe1r ngbt to complete mdepeu 
dcncc and that the IDtcgnly of tbCJr D8lloaa1 temtory sbould 
be mpcct.ed Any a~d £1VCD by any country to a coloma\ 
power, the Declaration rea.d, 1d such suppressiOn IS contrary 
to \he UN Ch:uter 'Tbc ccm:erencc demanded the unmed1atc 
tenPJDD.bon of all coloma.I OCCllp:ttlon aud restorabon of tbc 
\emtonal mtegnty to the ngb:trol people m OOUD1n~ m 
wluch It bas been vwJatcd 10 Asia, Afnca and Latm Amenca 
as wcU as the "Mthdrawal of (~ rorccs. from theU" national 
5D1L 

The Belgrade Ccnfertnce condemned the 1mpertahst 
pohc1cs punued m the Middle East and dcc1am1 Its sup­
port for fuU restoratlOU. o( all the ngbts of tho AJa.b people 
of PalCSIIIIC ID amform.11y With the Charter and resoluhons 
of the UN 

It coodemned the pobcy of apartheid pracbsed by the 
Umon af. S<r.l\h A~nca and deman6ed the Jm.mcdlate a'oan 
donment of tlus pohcy It declared that the pol1cy of tacJal 
chscru:nmatiOD oa.ywbem 1G. tbe 'Vootld comt1lutes a gra~ 
V1olat10n of UN Charier and of lbe Ua1vena1 Dcclarat1m1 OD 
HumanR1ghts 

The DOD allped countnes, winch have bad a ncb pasl 
of a1:1t1 m1penabsm. aa.d an.b. catoruallsm.. went on record at 
Bc1gr.J.de declarmg that the estabhshmellt and m31ntenance 
of f~1p m1htary bases o~ the temtorlcs. of other c;wa.t(l.CS, 
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partn:ularly agatast tbCJJ" expJCSS WJlJ,. u a gross tnoJahOD of 
the SOYetcollJIIy of such stales They declared thc:u fuR support 
to counlnes wluch are eudeavourmg to secure the vacatiOD 
ol these bases The conference called upon JmpenaJrst 
states mmuta1mng foreign bases to coostdcr scnousty tbe1r 
abollbon "as a c:ootnbuhon to world peace"' 

'The Belgrade meet also ad!irmed that diSarmament 
was an "unperallve need and tbe most urgent task of man­
klnd" The Declarabon stated rbat a radical solution of 
Uu.s problem., wh1ch had become an 'Urgent ~\ty 1n lhe 
present stage of armaments, could be achJ.cvtd only by 
means of a general and complete duarmamcnt The con 
fercnce came out m favour of total prob.J.bitaon of nuclear 
anns and bactenologtcal and chemical weapons It caUed 
upon the Great Powers to s1gn "'w1thout further oclay" a 
treaty for general and complete diSaiiD.amcot 'tn order to 
save mankind from the scou.rgc of war and release energy 
and resources now bcmg spent on annaments to be Used for 
the peaceful cccmomrc and soaal development Of all man 
kuul 

The Belgrade C<mfcrence also adopted an unportant 
document cubllcd "Danger of War and Appeal lor Pe~" 
It slated that. ID order to aVOid tbc ca1mDity of a DllcJcar war, 
rt was "urgent and uopcrat1ve' that the USSR and tho USA 
should "resume negotiations for a peaceful setllemCDt of 
any outstaDd1ag ddfettnccs bct"ccn them Mtb due ngard 
to the pnncJptcs of the UN Charter and contmue JJegohatmg 
uahl both they and the rest of the world ach!.cve totl:l.l dlSlrma­
mcnt and endurmg peace " The non al1gncd coutJ.rnes dec 
tared Ja, the statemea.t "Wb.J.le d~lSIDDS lcadmg to war or 
peace at present rest wllb these Great Pawen the COilscquenecs 
allect the enltre \\orld AD nat1ons and peoples have. there 
tOR, an abulmg concern and Interest that the approaches 
and achons of tbe Great Powers should be such ~ to enable 
mukmd to move forward to ~ aad prospcnty and aot 
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to 1he doom of extmchon .. Tbc coofcrence. therefore, appeal 
ed to the governments of the USSR and tbe USA "lo mab: 
most UDD1ed1ale and d1rect approaches to each other to avert 
the UDDJtnent con01ct and establiSh peace • 

The non abgned confe"«Dcc sent JdcntJcalJY worded 
letters to the beads of government of the USSR and the USA 
requestmg .. for d~ct negotl.lhons" between them, ~ho 
rcpre.sent the two most powerful nahons today and 10 whose 
hands bes the key to peace or war'' The !etten v.ere wntten, 
as the text stated, "because of our Jove of peace and our 
horror of war and the com.pclhng deme that a way aut must 
be found befORl mackmd u faced Mlh a temble disaster' 

Th!-.J!elgrade Conferen~;~_!hus _ showt! beyo~~ .. any 
measure of doubt-contrary to what pro unpenabst wnters 
bad amiincd-that non altgnment was ntttha neuttal1ty m 
the ~ted measiing o""f tbC ~nor non UM)iVe.iieiit ... JD 

t&Ureat tsSues of Our ~crU tJIDcs Jawabarlal Ndii1i, the 
arcbl~polley of noDal•ga.tnent. made lt'CrystaJ clear 
1'!._~ B!,t_!w at _the 'Bet~~ .. .... -

Non al!JDed has a negative meanmg, but Jf you g~ve Jl 
a poslltve connotation 1t means nat10ns which ob,Ft to thiS 
hnmg up for war purposes m.~lttary blocs, uuhtary a11laDces 
and lbe bke 'Iherdore. W!..~~ aw!l}' from IbiS auul_'l'c 
WBQt to throw our we1ght such as Jt ts, m favour of peace 1D 
effect, lh"Crerore. w~re 1s a crl!~ mvalvmg the _posst 
btbty of war! th:_!!ry fact that we an: non abpe~ ..!!'lPid 
WLUS tq_aetron sho\l\d stu us to thou&ht. should stU' us to feel 
t~ow mo~-th3.!ECr-lt IS up to U5 tO.:do whate,!l!r~e 
can to prevent such a cal:muty camm&.dD\\11 uponJIS The 
whole course of hiStory of the last few years has shown a 
growmg ap1mon spread of tlus CODcepbon of DOD alignment 
Why IS that so? Because tl was m tune w1th the course nf 
events, 1t was 10. tune W1th the 1h1nlaag of the vast number of 
people 1t was m tunc Wllh tt because they hungered pas 
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SIOD:~tely for peace :~od d1d not like tbts massmg up of vast 
llrmtes aad nuclear bombs on one stde There JS no cbotee 
left between our attempt for negollatiCms for pcacc or war 
If people refuse to negottate, they must mmtably go to war 
There Js no cbOJ.ce I bel1evc firmly that the only poss1ble 
way 15 by complete d1sarmament " 

The Belgrade non aligned Conference. thus, demons 
huted the md•sputable ma.tunty of the movement, 1ts profouna 
anh unpenahst orientation and great conceru for the future 
of develoPing countnes, for the state of aft'atrs m the eutJte 
world, mcludmg the Sltuat•on then obla.Iolng m Europe It 
should be stressed here that the Belgrade summtt adopted a 
realJSitc approach to the obJCC:bve fact that vast ctonom•c 
resources and m.t11tary strength was and contmues to be 
coaceotrt~.ted m the USSR and the USA aod that the two 
Great Powers should neg~1a.tc on outstandtng world wues 
lll order to avoid a nuclear catastrophe The conclusion Nehru 
and the entue group of the non ahgned drew at Belgrade 
was at total vanancc from what ts be1ng dtshed out by t.rr 
ta.Jn impenalut cm:Jes and dunese leaders namely, that tbe 
USSR USA detente represeats a so-caDed "'conspiJ'8cy" of 
""super powers" The call gtVC'D to the non abg;ped by these 
Circles-both tmpmaJist and Ma01st-to stay away from 
lb1s h1stonc mtema11onal development u, therefore con 
trary to the understandmg amved at tn Belgrade The con 
ference had stressed the need (or active and all round co 
operahon of all states b1g or sma11, m the1r efforts to aduew 
peaceful coexistence and aven the threat of world war 

The years foiJOWJng the Belgrade Conference were 
marked by JDcreasmg mlngucs on the part of ~mpenallst 
powers and the Macnsts tn Asia and Afnca The world wstness-­
rd lbe Umted Slates open mterveollon 10 V1etnam, liD 

penallSt Interfcreace m the af!'a.trs of the peoples of Congo 
(now Za1re), mvas1on by ChtDese troopS on lndJa and 1Dtem1 
fica!Jon of aDil COIIIIDUIUsl propapada ID Ma and Af~ca, 
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conducted w1th the mobve of diSruptmg thcli' growmg umty 
wnb soc:labst commumty Hal' ever, the non aligned move-­
mcDt overcame dJc attempts to spbt U up. gmv stroDger and 
forged st1ll more fncndly and closer bonds With th~ socJSbst 
c:ouutncs 

It was m these new c:cnddums that the fliCCOnd-noa­
ahpcd conference was beld at. C8lt0 m Octobtr 196_! This 
tunc the number of countncs artcnd111g u was double of that at 
the Belgrade meet Bes1des, ntne Lat1n Amencan countncs, 
tbe League of Arab States and the Orgarusahon of AfnCIID 
Umty (OAU) estabhshcd us 1963, sent thc1r Obscn"Crs 1hc 
&IXtscs was called the Decade of Afnc:a as a large number of 
the: countnes of the c:ontment achieved zndcpcndcnce dunag 
1961 to 1968 The: fomgn pohc:Jcs of Afnc:an states, like 
lhosc of Aszan states, w~ b:lsCd on non alignment and anti 
1a1pcnahsm 1be pohcy of pon abgnmeo.t m Afnca was 
closely IJnked WJth the concept of Afncan wuty wblCb bad 
bem fragmented by forc1gn coloma! rule m pursuance oltts 
ago-old pohcy of .. dtVJde-and rule"' The cstabhsbmcDt of 
the OAU made st caster for Jls members to pursue, under 1hc 
banner of DOJ1 abgom.co.t, antltmpcnabst fomgn pobcJcs 
Heads of state and goverumeot of 32 mclependeat Afncan 
states sci np. on May 25, 1963. the OAU Wlth lhe prmczpaJ 
DIDI of etad1ca11ng the veshges of co10Dlahsm and raesahsm o.a 
the eatue contmcnt 'I1w: day 11 DOW celebrated as Mnca"s 
Llberatwa Day Non ahgnm.ent of Afncan states. on the one 
band, severely curtailed the w.f!ucac:c of entwbJ.Ie coloruai 
~ and on the ether. faed1tated the cstabhshment of 
pohbcal and cconom1c: t11:s w1lh newly tndepcndent and 10o 
cuilist ccuntncs Non ahgnment 15 apposed to unpcnahst 
attempts at weakerung mtra Afnean cooperation whtch con 
stdutes a powerful factor for the :nabonal advance of the 
eonbaeot long held under c:oloDJ.al bondage and matntam.ed 
econonuc:ally at a dreadfully low level Vr'hlie acc:epttag tbe 
pohctcs of peaceful ~oc~stcnce, the Afr1c:11D c;:ountnes rep:t-
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ed lhc rdeo of bnog logethOT Mlh rac:rallsm and colomallsm 
bolstered, on the mtemat•onnt Jevcl, by the enemaes of Afnca 
umty, 1 e, world UDpenabst powers 

AI lhe Carro Coarerence. Jndro wekomed lhc emer­
geD<e of Arno:r oa rbc path of rndependeal developmeal 
••d progr<SS Even ID lhc doys or lndra. rreedom struggle, 
Jawab:rrlal Nehru had raiSed lhc quesbOD or lbe freedom of 
Che ACncan peoples He had s:ud about a quarter of a c:catury 
ago that Afnca \\oOUid emerge one day as a aew force on the 
"orld seeoe How truly !bat prophecy had heeo fulfilled 
Afr1ca wbu:b bad beea Lept m bondage for more than a cen 
luty was on the march It was delemnoed to fulfil als destmy 
as als eavoys at Cauo proudly procbiDlcd 

'Ibe~e~~ Jawabarla1 Nehru_wbo 
had then awa Touching tnbutcs were ,p:ud to Jum, lo 
the role ~~a~Jn-mterDQhonat afl'aars, 
es ardutec:t of tb"e ~ -o[ DOD aiJ8omeDt 

The coatrrbubOD the DOD ahgned c:owrtnes bad made to 
peoples' struggle agamst rmpenahsm, colomaJrsm, for peace 
and mtc:mat10aal detcute were stressed at the conferepee by 
Pra:Kfenr Nasser Coadmmatwa ol Chmese aggressroa 
agamst Jad1a was VOieed m several speeches 'lbc truculeDce 
ol Cllma m respaodmg kJ rhc Colombo proposals of Ebc aon 
abgned 10 rclatron to lad1a"s northern borden was touched 
upoa by the ladtan PrUDe Mrmster 'Jbe teynore ot spcc:ches 
made '\\as peace and mtemabouat coopcrattoD NaturaUy. 
JD lh.ls world of ours, where chsrance has shruok,. where mtcr 
dependence aod aot exclusiveness u the Ley to progress aad 
where welfare of each rs lbe coocem ol aU. 1t was appropn 
ale for the non abgne\1 coualnes to have Jaboum:l together 
at Carro-as earber at BcJgrlJCfo-to promote, by JO'IIt ac 
hOD, the goals o[ peace aad uuematJonal cooperallon. 

Represeutahves from four CODtUleJits I!Dd_~_CODDt 
nes came to Caii'O ]bey ~oapd lo ~-~t~s 
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~ '>'.!!''!' and spoke_dd!erenL)a_!lguages But 
what umted fhem was_thetr fUI!..~al_l!!llty_m_outlook 
and approaCh to the DlDJDr problems facmg the world _It 
was thJS identJi" oCoUt~k ~a~JpJhc_non abgned, and 
CQiltuiUes to s•ve-•t tod_!y._ a powe~f..C:hD _2.cJ!_ 1D1 
penallsm and MaoiSm find dLffi.cult to weaken 

~Conference, m lts p;;~ for Peace and 
International Cooperation, declared tbat the fo~ of UJl4 

pcnaltsm were still powerful a.nd that they do not hesitate 
to use force to defend \hear 11\tttnts and mllD.taUl tb.e•r pn 
vllcges lt declared the poLicy of active peaceful coexrsrenc:e 
to be an md1VU1ble \Vhole The Programme stated that 
the "preservauon of peace and promotiOn of the well be1ng 
of peoples arc a collective respozwbility dcnvms; from the 
natural aspU'a.hODS of ma.nlo.nd to Live m a better \\'Odd ' 
The c:cmfcrence c:amc out strongly agamst nuhlary blocs and 
pacts whu:h, It stated, had. he1gbtcned mtemaboual tCDSIOD 
It declared that the ma.llltenanc:e of future establishment of 
fomgu military bases agamst the express WJSbes of people 
of those couutnes conshtutcd a gross YiolahOD. of the so. 
VCR1gnty of slates and a threat to freedom and world peace 
It considered mdefeDSJblc the CX~Sicncc or future establish 
ment of bases m lhc dependent temlOncs wh1cb could be used 
for the mQlDtcniDtC of colomahsm.. 

In the siS years that separated the second and the llurd 
no~!Lcd cODfen:nce, h~d 1Q Lusaka, c:apd~b1a, 
~n Septem.bt[ 1970, ~ tm~U.Uii.\"\nia t.o d~\\"lC.[ a. 
sefi.es of blows at the llberatmn movement U1 As1a and 
Arnca They had hoped to retard the process of complete 
hbera.hon of the ~pta. of bath contments from cotomal 
bondage It was duru~g those years that the US All' Fon:c: 
dropped more bombs on V1c1D.am than on NaZI Genuany JD 
World War. U SlDlllarly, m 1967 the Israc.b c.xtrcuusts, 1D 
coUusaon wlh 1mpcnal1sm, h::!.d launched ye1 lUlOther agps 
SlOD apmst the Anlb states 
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'!be countnes of Asm and Alnc:a mponded to tills fruh 
outburst of attack supported by MaoiSts by consobdahng 
tboJr ranks, by sean:bmg for new ways of ce><>rdmaung lh01r 
BctlVlty Wlth the SOCJabst community The USSR, OD liS part, 
as a natural ally of the non aJJgnect redoubled 1ts eft'orts to 
ensure peac:e DDd secunty 10 Europe aDd As1a and lo help 
brmg out, as early as posSible, the complete abobuon of 
c:oloma!Jsm 

The Lusaka Coufeteute reaffirmed the determmahon of 
the DOD abgued to persevere m th.e:Jr efforts lo acb1eve peace 
Cui coexiStence, d1sarmameut, cconDDUc mdepeudeoce and 
equal cooperabon between all stales and to continue theu­
struggle agamst raCialiSm, colomabsm aod neo-coloombsm. It 
was attended by~ countncs 

The Conference adopted a DeclarabOD ol Peace, Ill 
dependence, Development. Cocrustence aDd DemocraiJSalJOD 
of lntemabonal Relations, wluch a:ummed up the results of 
tbe non alignment pohcy and expressed all round support to 
tbe hberallOIJ struggle Jr, hl:ewue. stressed lhe Deed ro bndll!' 
gap between the advanced and developing countrltS-8 gap 
caused by tbe1r colonial past ln a a:pecaal resolution on the 
Middle E.,~ lbe Lusaka Confen:- shazply condemned !he 
contmued occupatJOD of Arab Jamls by IsraeL It also expren­
ed 1ts sympathy and support to the JUSt •truggle of the Arab 
prople ol Paleslmc for eDJOYmg tbe nght ro mdepemfe.qt crus 
tence on sovcre•gn temlory The conference passed a rcso­
luhon on Soulh East Asaa m whu:b 11 coodem.aed US aggres 
sron aga1os1 Cambod~:~, d~maudtd JmmrdJalc cr.uarun:t oi 
Jmpenahst Jatcrfen:nce m lodo-Chma aDd full mdepcodeoce 
of lhe peoples of VJetaam, Laos and Cambodia 

'IbeJourth~~l"C!,_CC oC the DOD ahgncd m~Ul~gl!fS 
1n September 1973 It allracted an ever larger number of 
pMIICJpaats 76 couDiriCS and l~!!.!.ODal I1betai10D move­
meats The coiilerence met al a tune wiieiiiliCiii~ 
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S>lual!on had ...,.,.,hat Ullpro"ICII The UDpmabst aggtts 
IIOD. m V1etnam had been balled, amustice had come mto 
ellect m Laos, Bangladesh had emerged DS an mdepeudent 
state The MaoiSts bad been further exposed as the arch ene­
mies of the umty und sobdanty of the Thud World, as 
standard bearer of unpenahsm .!15 Pekmg s Ignoble role m 
relation to the emergence of Bangladesh bad shown 

Over the precedmg yean lhe anti wpenahst solulara 
ty of the non aligned bad grown smmeasurably desp1fC ob 
stacles set up by Peking, thelt path of m.dcpc:ndent develop­
ment ho.d led them to greater succ:es.s m the econom1c aDd 
military fields and to greater pobbcal consohdatJ.on mter 
na.Uy The c:onsultahve meebngs and conferences of their 
Fore1gn Mm&sters, held m the penod following the Lusaka 
Conference, had alrn.dy paved the way for the adopbOD of 
agreed dec:JSIODS on VItal JSSUes For UlSiana:, at a me:etlDg 
dunng the 26th UN General Assembly scss.ron,. the Foreign 
MlDlSten o[ DOD ahgoed countrieS had cxp~ssed supporl 
for the idea, advanced by the USSR. to call a world con 
ference OD disarmament At a spec1al mcctmg m George­
town, c:ap1lal of Guyana, they slroogly condemned US ag­
grcs&IOU. ID Jndo-Cb.Jna, expttssed. support for the Arab 
people J JUSt struggle, and demanded an unmcchale aud un 
concht10nal WlUldrawal ot lSiaeh troops from the occupri 
Arab temtones TI1ey also came out for complete abohtlon of 
fQre1gD bases and for makmg the UN a. more eft'ecltvc 111 

strument for safeguardmg ~a: and secunty throughout tbe 
world 

The Alg1ers meet showed that non al.!gnment, as con­
ct:1vM by Nehru was notbi.Qg else but the posthvc a.sserllon 
of the r1ght of a country to sovereignty, 1ll rcfwat to be an 
object of unpenalar. cnc:roachm.enls The conferena: showed 
that non alignment had stood lhc strams of the cotd war 
st:utcd by unpenabsm and had nat lost a. smglc CttllG o[ 
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Jts p;nun-e content nut \IN "a' urmsecJ forufully and 
cl<arl), by rnme Monl<l<r lndom Oandh~ !rom the rostrum 
of lhe Al&oen Conlmnee 

n1e lnemue 1n the numer~cat strtnsth of the mO\'UDent. 
the h1;1\ lc\'1:1 of R'J'f'tsentallon.,, lhe 9t'hlrl of DChVJIICS O[ all 
ddepiCS confinned lhc lnhcrmt 'VID1nhly and a;rmung matun 
I) of non abgnment From the Algtm f'OStnam one heard 
speeches J:sud1ng detente Pncbally all spe:~Lers rderttd to 
peace agrccmenlS amvcd at tn VICID:UD and laos, lhe das. 
conllnu:sncc or bombing of Cambodaa the succnsful con 
clus1on of the first st:age of lhe conference on [uroptan Secu 
nty and Coop:r:lloon CIC Tlo<y brushed askle d.lrL 8lld 
sloomy "prophesocs" o! lb ... who dod lhcor besl •• "pro\'C" 
that under condahODJ of v.·orJd detente non al gnmcnt V.'OUJd 

pot sulfoeated 
Tbe (act \hat. the A1g1tn meet teo\ p1aee at '\ lllllC ol D 

ddinate shaft sn 1ntem:allonaJ s11uahon towards dc:tcnlc, as 
lnd1an polltacal obsen-en llOicd d&sllapnshed 11 from earlter 
conferences held at Belgrade Caaro and Lusaka Some 
people-M:a01sts among lhcm-•&heonsed• that the allcrtd 
v.orld 11tu:auon made the rem1on of the foundatiOD 1mpera 
ta\1: As these obscners pomlecl out the Maoasls proposed to 
ROrg:IDise the commuDJiy of pcop~nJied by the desare 
for peace and nallorual redempbon and by dctcrmanaiJon ro 
put an end to colomall.sm and neo<olontahsm 1oto a k•nd of 
.. club" or ""sm:ttl and mcd1um slltd"" countrJCS abcnalcd trom 
all dc:\-eloped soe•alast powers 1bc lustory or non aJJgn 
ment b.fore and after Algu:n s:ud a finalancl cmph:st1e ""No 
1o these •lheorJsts"" who were detemnoed to d•srupt tbe umty 
of lhc Thnd World Half or hum:uuty had declared 1rs ad 
hcrmc:c: to lhc concept of non al•gnment The Soviet. Pc:teC 
Progmmmc rcdue•ag the possabWty or a new war had creat 
cd ra.vourable obJetllve CoDdaboas JD v.haeb non al1gnmcn1 
could ac:hacve gn:ater successes 1n expandmg lhe zone of 
pc:a~ 1n mftlchog more telbos blows on world JJPpenahsm 
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and colorualtsto, m rebwlding the bves of people m Tb1rd· 
World countnes whlch had been condemned to penury IUld 
backWardness by the erstwhl\e foretgn rulers In condJ.tlons 
of wternahonal detente the posthons o! llilpenallsm were fur­
ther '9.ea.kened. m Asl3, Afnca and Laun Amenc3 and the 
military blocs started shoWIIlg s1gn.s of dlsmtegrat10n The 
role of non ahgnment mcreased, for tl transcended Jts tradl· 
honal geograph.tcal boundanes and embraced nev.er regJODS 
of the globe It pa1d no heed to the dlsruptlve moves of Pel.:. 
mg wb.tcb, by playmg: upon the "theory" of super poNers, 
wanted to p1t the "I'hud World agamst tts natural ally, the So­
VIet Uruon In hls speech at Alg1ers the great revoluhon.ary 
leader of Cuba, F1del Castro, refuted strongly the .. thesiS" of 
liD.penahst and MaoiSt prapagand3 about a "conspm1cy of 
super powers' and called upon the non aligned states to coD· 
tmue strengtherung lhetr econom.Jc, pobtlcal and cultural tzes 
w1tb the USSR and the enhre sooal1st commuruty He siteS· 
sed that 1t was such an alliance that beld out tbe prospects of 
Llqutdatmg coloruallsm and removmg the threat of war He 
made a pass1onale and well reasoned speech assertJ.ng the 
pnnctples of non alzgammt, of the commuruty of 1oterests of 
developtng countnes and. soctahst commumty 

The tssues of our ttm.e were, thus placed m proper pers 
pechve at the lustonc Alg1en meetmg of the non ahgned ln 
tts Pobttcal Dec::larahon, the Algters Conference declared wtth· 
out any ~quwocatlon that the .. present strengthemng of East· 
West detente and the progress made towards tbe settlement 
lD Europe of problems mhenled from the Second World War 
represent I.Illportant nchtevements by the forces of peace 111 
the world The fean. created by the !lucien threat a.s well as 
the determmatJOn of the people are tncreastngly tend1ng to 
gJ.ve pnmacy to dtalogue r.llher than to confrontahon " 

The Declaration .stated that the essenhal a1m of the Eas~ 
West rapprochement, of the negohahons of aU kUld.S currently 
m progress and of th~ agreement ttcetttly concluded or about 
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ID be concluded, IS IO tstabhsh co-operation WlthiD the frame­
\\Ork or a system or collective secur1ty b3sed oa pr1DC1p1es 
wlucb, sunuountmg sdeolog1tal chfi'ercnc:cs, n1m to regulate Ill· 
lcmatwaal relatiOns It was W1tluo tlus context tbat lbe plan 
for a European Conference on Secunty and Cooperallon was 
translated mto reality ""The nan :lllgued couarnes," the ne. 
claratloo stated. "'stress the need for detente I.Ditl.llted between 
the Great Powm to lead to the effcchvc breakulg up of 
the m.d.nary alliances stcm.mmg from the cold war" 

The Alpers Cont'en::nce dec:l:ued that the "non al1gaed 
countnes, which have worked unc:eas1ngly to cstabhsh peace 
and el.Jm1nate factors of tens•on through negotiations and re­
course to mtemahonal bod1es, welcome all these efforts and 
uuhat1ves and regard them as a positive step towards tho es· 
tabhshment of peace. .. 

The conference noted, at the same IUDC. as Mrs lndua 
Gandlu has been stnssmg tune aDd agam, that the people are 
still m dtree:t conl'rontallon w•th colontalism, rac1al disc:nmma 
IJon and apartheld, aben domination and fore1gn oc:c:upa-
11011,. nco-colomabsm, liDpenahsm. and zionism These re­
mam an J.Dd1sputablc rcahty of our age agamst wh1ch DOD 
abgned counh1cs ore strugglmg sbotdder-to-sboulder With the1r 
brethren of the socutbst c:ommumty The people want to 
free themselves from the coloma! yoke where II slJU CXJSts. 
to erad.aeate aparthc1d, ZIOillSm, and all forms of racial da­
crlmm.ahon and segregation, and to put an end to regwes 
whlch are mspued by them and find m them thru rauoo 
d etre 

The Pol.d1cal DeclaratJao evolved at Alg1ers caofercocc 
of Heads of Governments and States of non aligned c:OUD· 
tnes declared that they also wanted to establish genuu1e Ill· 
dependence by ebmmallog fore1gn monopobes and assummg 
control over thClr national resourc:cs and cxplDlhng them for 
the beqcfit <Jf the people -rhe pc<Jplcs <Jf non abgned coun 
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tnes wiSh to safeguard the~t penonal.tty, to rev1ve and en­
r1ch thetr cultural hentage, and to promote m alllields dmr 
authenticity which has been senausly al.teoated by colonial· 
ISm Lastly, they waDI to cansohdatc the1t tndependc:nce 
through elfecltve exerctSC of their national sovereignty agamst 
any hegemony " 

The Polthcal Declar.ltiOD sa1d m nagmg words that m 
"As1a, Afnca and Lallfl Amenca more and mare countnes 
are deiJlonst.ratmg the1r dCSJR. for emanc1pahon and tbeu- readt~ 
ness tc> face up to the tnal of force unpOSed by n~lorual 
tutelage and unpenahst monopohes" .. Accordmglyt" It add· 
cd, .. non-alJ.gnment lS contmwng to grow m scope and ac­
quires a wtder acceptaJJ.ce by expressmg, at the mtemahonal 
level, the asprrattons of an mcreOISmg number of states, of the 
nahonal hberahon movements, and of all farces for emanct­
paUon and pro~ tbroughout the world " 

The Alpers meet g.ave a call to the non aligned countne1 
to c:ontmue to work, together wllh all forces stnvmg for 
peace and progress, wtth a Vlew to bnngm& about a change 1n 
Ulteroatmnal relat.u>ns towards: democracy and rqua.I.tty of all 
states 

In tts EconoiJllc Declarattoo, the Algters Conference 
stated that wpem.lJ.Sm still remamed the greate1t ()bstacle to 
tbe em.anc1pahon and progress of developltlg countries ~ luc:h 
are muu,tmt tc a.clne\'e k\'e~ o( b.llmt, wmp:ll\bte '1<\\h \he 
ltlost b;JStc standards of well bemg and huma.n dtgruty 'Im 
penaltsm," tbe Economtc Do::tarabon added., .. not only ham· 
pen the eoonomJc aod SOCial progress of the de\lelopUlg 
c:ountnes but also adopts an aggresstve attitude towards those 
who oppose tts plans, ti')'Uig to unpose upon tbem poltllca1, 
soc:tal and econoiJllc suucturcs which encourage al.len do­
llltnahon, dependence aad neo-colorualtsm ,. 

"Calorualtsm and unpenabsm," the EconQIDlc Dcclara­
tton stated, "have been unable to Withstand the vast pohttcal 
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l1bemhon movement marked by tbe Jnstonc tum1ug pmnt of 
Bandung but they have adapted tbem!Cives JD onlor to per 
petuate 10 other ronns the1r stranglehold on the. resources 
or develop~og countnes and to ensure for themselves an kmds 
of pnvlleges aud guaranteed markets for the1r manufactured 
products and semccs Pobc1es baVCI been •mplemeoted which 
are based on the use or overt and covert econom1c aggrts!JOD 
as 1s 1Uustrated by the man1fold and JDCreiSingly pervaswe 
achVIIICJ of transnational and monopoltstiC commerc•al 
firumc:1al and 1ndustnat companies It the1r struggle to 
achlevt Independence economiC development and full equab 
ty m tntemallonal relations the non al1gned countues 10dJ 
VlduaJly and collec:hvc:ly w1lh the support of all progressive 
forces m the world are eft'ecbvely resJSbog 1mpena:llst aggres 
SJOD ed an: thus emergtng as a maJor fon:e 10 the struggle 
aga1nst unpena11sm throughout the world"' 

Prestdeot of the Pres1d1um of the USSR Supreme SOVJet 
N1kola1 Podgomy and CbaiJIIIIID of the USSR Couacd of 
MmJSten: AJCXCJ. Kosygm m a message to the Alg1ers eon 
Iorence wd 

"'Your confen:m:e has been convened at a t~me 

when considerable pos1hve changes fiUtog the hearts of 
people WJth hope for the removal of the horrors aad cala 
m1l1es of a world war are taking place •n 1ho Jnteroatrooal 
s1tuataon The process or relaxalJoo the process of a radiCBI 
Improvement 0£ the worldS pOJII1CI] cbmate IS steacfJiy devc. 
lopmg The cold war penod JS g1vmg place to a period of 
a more slable asserhon m mtematJonal relations of the pntlCJ 
pJes of peaceful c:oexrstence of stares wrth ddlereat BOCJ31 sys -· "'The first stgntficant eoncretc steps have beea takc.a 
aloog the road of c:urbmg the anns race and rcducmg tbe 
threat or a devastat1ag nuclear war Favourable prospec:t!J 
are opemng up for reduCJng Dnlltary expenditures and mcreas 
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tnes WI.Sh to safeguard thctt penonallt), to teV1ve and en­
nch the1t cultural hentnge, and to promote JD all fields lhe1t 
authent1c1ty v.b.lch bas been senously alienated by coloo..tal­
um. Lastly, they waot to consolidate tbetr mdepc:ndence 
through effc::hvc cx.erct.Se of their national sovere1gaty agalllSt 
any hegemony " 

The PobUcal Declarut1on said m nngtng words that m 
.. Asta, Afnca and Latm Amenca more and more co~.mtnes 
arc demonstrattng theiC deslte for emanclplllon Plld tbcar read! 
ness to face up to the 1nal or force lDlposed by n~olomal 
tutelage and u:apenaltst Moaopohes.. ..Accordi.Dgly," 1t add­
ed, .. non al.ignment lS coatwumg to grow m scope and ac­
qutres a Wider acceptance by exprcssmg, at the mrematJOnal 
level, the aspU'1ltJ.ons of an mcreasmg number of states, of tbe 
natJonal hber:J.tiOn moVCDlcnts, and of aU forces for emaJlcl 
pallon and progress throughout lhe world .. 

The Algaers meet gave a c.a.ll to the non aligned countnes 
to c:ont.J.nue to work. together With all forres stnvmg for 
peace and progress, W1lh a Vlcw to bongmg about a cbllDgc 10 
mlem.atJOnal relaiJ.ons towards democracy and equality of llll 
states 

In tiS Econom1c Declaro.tJon, the Alg1crs Conference 
stated that unpertahsm st,U ltDlamed the grealest ob!.l3c1e to 
the emanclpahon and progress of dcvelopmg countncs \\b1cb 
aie struy\mg, to achleve \eve\s ot h'lmg c:om.paltble W\\h \he 
most bas1c slaodards of v.ell bemg and human d1gruty • ]m 
pcr1ahs.m," \be Et::onomtc Dec:tarahon added, .. not oo1y ham 
perS the ~Xenom.Jc and soc:Jal progress of the developmg 
~:ountnes but also adopts an aggrnswe attllude toward$ those 
who oppose tts plans, lrymg to LQipDSC upon them poltllcaJ, 
SOC'Ia\ and econorruc structures wh.tch encourage al.Jen do­
mmat~aa. dependence and neo-cotomahsm " 

"CotoruallSill :llld lttl.penahsm," the Econoiruc Declaro. 
llon stated, "have been unable to withstand the vast pold1c:al 
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The dectstons amvcd at the Algtets Conference had a 
profound unpact on the non abgncd movement, on the world 
sttuahoa, and on the people's struggla for estabhshtng a new 
mtematmo:~l order based on equality, peaceful coexiStence 
lllld hlsllog pence 

The confereuce ar Algcna came out as a dJ:unp1on of 
Jdeas of umty bo\h Wllluo the framework of the DOD align 
ment and w11hm the unme:tSurably Wider front of anb UD 
pcnal1st forces On the battlefields o[ the 20th century, on 
chc battlefields of our contemporary tunes. the l\Orld of 
SOC1al1sm rs the ob,rechve ally of rhe 1lnrd World NeUber 
the Dllght of lDlpena1ISts nor the machmatJoos of Mao1sm can 
create a cleavage between these two allied forces of our tuues 
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mg. at theJr expense, a1Jocat1ons for developmg the economy, 
sc~e~~ce and cullure. for ratSJDg the welt bcmg of t]'le people, 
for cxpand1ng a1d to dcvc:lop1Dg countf'ICS 'Then: u every 
ground to bebeve that the present rela:xatJoa of tenSion JS DOt 
a temporary phenomenon but the beg~nmag of a fundamental 
rebuddzag of mtematJonal n:Iatmns 

'Doubtless. the pos1hvc processes 1n the \V'Orld. arena are 
m the vLtal mterests of all the peoples of the "'orld. lD.cludmg 
the peoples of the o.on aligned states 

"'In the world utuat1an. now takmg shape tb.O furchcr 
Ulteo.stti.catJ.on of efforts by all countnes, b1g and S1Jlall, ana 
cd at establlshmg lashng peace on earth. u of par.unouo.t zm 
portance 

"'Your conferenec, loa, can mal..e a wc1ghty contnbutJ.oa 
to tlus humm and noble cause AD those who hold peace, 
"""""'.~ 0114 ~ <>( ~ "'""' ...... \!.=, tJl ,...,..lmoD(. 
forces, must beDd tbea efl'orts m order that the favourable 
clumges m mtemaholl3111fe assume an mcvr:rsJblc: C"haracter 
and spread through the world 

"The Scmet Umoo has always come out aDd 1S coann.g 
out now m support of the peoples strugglmg to overcome, as 
SOOD. as possible. the grave legacy of the coloma\ p:ut or tbe11 
freedom, mdepeudcncc and progm.s 

""'be USSR 1Vlll conhnuo 1ts CODSIS!ent course towards 
the further development aad strcngthcrung or eoopenhon 
With the devclopmg countnes. of AsLa. Afnca and Lahn 
Amenca 

"'We m the Scmet Umon know wen and "MU atways re 
member that together With the peoples of the socsahst coun 
tnes. the peoples o[ Astan. Afnc:an and Latm Amencan states 
constitute an Important part of the standmg army of aataon:tl 
h"bcrahcm progress and peace oa the globe Together we 
have already done very much, aad we are confident that m 
the (uture as well OUr toads will not part"' 
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Afnca and Rhodesta dcqanng thetr pol•hcal•solatlon 11ns 
hu spell greater danger for the "'\Vh1te mmonty reg1mes es 
pc:c13lly mlh lho unmiStokablc fino! Victory of the Peoples Re­
publiC of Angolo over pro-Western puppet groupma:< th• re­
pulsing of South Afncan a~ and the Sec:unty Coun 
etl S deDUDCiahon O[ the raet::ahsts IDEC:I'\'tDIIOD tn the Inter 
nat aiT:un of Angol::a These developments have tonfirmed 
the IDVIDciblldy of the cause of the .b:J.Uon::al hber::auon move 
ment, the cohesiveness of Afro-Asa:m countraes and the 
efftcbvencss of the 11ruty of the 'Ilurd World Mtb the soctal 
tst commuruty 'The pas.sab1hhes open to unpen:llast powers 
m Afnca are sbnnkUJg day by day mmutc after mmutc The 
t1de has turned trrevoc:ably ag:unst them 

Tfns phenomenon fuelled by the •mpenshable spmt oC 
the vast masses has come to constllute a very 1111portant m•le 
stone m the world peoples struggle ag:unst tmpenaiJsm for 
global peace and for progress of e:a.tuc mankmd Wbat the 
cod of the era or mlontahsm hilS stgn•ftcd for lhe econonnc 
and mthtary stnteg1c pos1fl011$ of •mperial•sm 1s now known 
to every student of current aflaus We c:umot overtook the 
enonnous Significance to world events of the defeat of Bnhsh 
Jmpenabsm ID the M1ddle East of French •mperJal sm m 
lncfo.Chma and Algetla and fina11y of US 1mpenal1sm 10 
As:1a as seen m VJelnam 'Ibe pos t1ons of unpenaJ1sm were 
markedly weakened by the withdrawal of 1ts anned forces 
fr..nn tbe temtones of a large number of Th1rd World coun 
tnes by lhe refusal of Afro-Asl8n states to JOin Western mah 
tary pacts aad by the 1 qu1dat1on of some of thr:m The deve 
lopang tounlnes etrorts to dasmantle mdatary bases to create 
nucle:~.r free peace zones 1n ddfcrent rcgtons of the world and 
to ensure collechve sccunry have further eroded the mllatary 
strategic po5U1ons of 1mpc:nahsm The dcvelopmg countnes 
antl tmpenalasm gathenng added momentum a~r the Algters 
summtt remams a dutangu shtng feat\1rc of lhc antcraatJonaJ 
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The Fall of Colonialism 

The. (:aU for endmg ca\omallsm gwen &t Bamiung and 
camed forward by the four non aligned summats reYa'ber­
atcd, not only lD Asia, Afnca and Lat1D. Amenca, but all 
the world over It was a caU propcUcd fonvard by the dyna 
mtcs of b.LstOQ', by the WJ.n and dctenumattoa. of hundreds 
of mllllons DOW tinclmg artJ.c:ulabon of the!r m:nmnost long 
mgs ID these Widely represented JntcmatJODal forums It was 
not fortu1lous rbal the groMh of the movement of the DOD­
abgoed almost s.yuchrotuscd vn.th the fall or colon1al empues 
From the close of lhe fifties deciSive blows have been struck 
at colomabsm and the world has been Mtncssmg the cmer· 
gc.ac:e of mdepeudea.t states from. the pnson home of colonJaJ.. 
1sm These countnes, long sull'mng under fore•ga rule, took 
their nspectwe places in the UN, so far denied to tbem, 1lmr 
flags ftuUermg atop 11s lnuldmg The colowal emprres of UP 
penallsm m Asia, Afnca apd Latm Amcnea, bu11t over CCP 
tunes, fell to PieCeS m a span of IS to 2.0 ~ILR Tbe dowP.· 
fall of the Portuguese empJte consbtutcd a deelSJVC phase JD 
the total collapse of tllc world system of colomabsm. It has 
shattered the "'umty" of lhc cmlavcd Afnc:an soutb It hilS 
also brought about a new alignment cf forces, favourable for 
freedom. fighters, weakcnm.s, the stn.tc:z1c postbODS of South 
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Deel::~r:J.tton on the Oro.nhng of Independence to Coloma! 
Counlnes and Peoples and the pranc•ples of JDtemallonal 
law reaffirm the anahcnablc nght of the colonl::J.l countnes 
and peoples to usc a11 the means at thc1r dJSposat agamst 
cotona::J.l powen wluc:h suppress theU" asp~tahons for free­
dom and mdepe.nde:ace The Progr.:uume outhnes prac:h 
cal measures dcstgncd to help c:my out the UN s anh colo 
mal rcsolutaons and us:nst the bbcrat1on struggle of tbc col~ 
mal peoples 

The years h::J.vc also watncssed the UN turnmg Its wratb 
upon Prctona s rac1abst rcgunc In 1974 the South Afncan 
reprcsentatlvc Ill the UN was dcpnvcd til the world body of 
the nght to speak on behalf of the cntue population of that 
CCUilliy The movement o[ protest agil.UlSt the ap:utbcJd sys 
tcm m Soulb Afnca ts growJ.Dg all over the \\Otld It agt 
tales the people of non abgned countrtes who arc dctcrmmcd 
to sec that an end JS put to tlus monstrosity. that the pc:Ipe­
trators of the cnme committed at Shcrpcvillc are brought to 
book. 1bc movement of nou ahgnmcnt will see to at that 
an end IS put to cotoruahsm m 1ts classtcal form tn lis gutse 
of nco-colomalwn and m the shape of the cn~dest combma 
hon of ccloruabsm With ractabsm as u1 South Afnca Nambza 
and Rhodesaa The emergence of Mozambique Gu1nea Bll 
sa.u and Sao Thome and the resounding VIctory of 
patnoltc forces 10 Angola are a guarantee that the non 
alJgncd countncs will fulfil to the last letter the lme of ac: 
tton Nehru and Nasser had cha11c:d out Let 11 be: emphasiS 
cd ag;un that the non aligned and pcacc-Iovmg countnes 
have now to tum to the final assault on the cttadel of raaal 
um aparthe•d and poht1cal subJugaiiOn LD Soulh A!nca as 
our External AfTaus Mtmsler Y B Chavan has wd 'VIc­
tory to thl! struggle IS 1DCVllab1e and would mark the fulfil 
ment of one of the baste obJCCIIves 1f Ind1as pohcy of non 
al1gnment he stated 
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af!aus af!ec:lmg not oaly tbcu- own h.es, but of people the 
world over 'J1us growmg trend on the mternahonal aretl:a 
,. a natutal CODS<quence of the !oct that tile couult1es of Asia, 
Afnca and Lahn Amenca, once obJects of Jmtory, have DOW 
become 1ts subJt:ets lt call, therefore, be confidently stated 
that the collapse ol the colomal system of unpenaltsm bas en 
gendered 8J1 trrevers1blc: process ta. world. pollhcs The em 
ergeace ol a large atlmber of mdependcnt states, aad the evolu 
bon of the1r fore1gn policy Wtth1a the framework of DOD abgD 

ment, 15 of. \mtone 1m.portancc 
We must not overlook here the contnbutton. the UN 

Charter made to speed up the proc:ess of dc.c:oloaiSahon 'The 
Charter mc:Juded the pnnc1plc of equal!cy and stlf detennma 
t1on The UN adopted 1ts h1stonc DedaratiDn on Granung 
of Independence of Colomal Countnn and Peoples, procla1D1 
1ag lbat au ead bad to be put to colorualiSJil ur an 1t.s torrm 
and m:uufestallons The Dec:lnratiOD solemnly stated 1hat tbe 
"'subJCCIIOD of peoples to ahen sub.JUgahon dom1aahon and 
cxp1otfabon constitUtes a deatal of fundamental bumau nghts 
CODtfMY to the Cbartn of the UN and u an unpedUDent to 
the promobon of world peaee and co-opcrallOD" The Do­
elatahon was a baSic: UN deciSion on the qut:st1on of the abo­
hhoa of colDIUal fasc:1st rcgun~ a source of powetful D101'81 
wpport to the 1iberat1on stntgg1c: of tbe co1oma1 peop1es and 
BD mtctnatJODa] fOUQdatJon for tbe growmg nahonal l1bera 
t10a movement Among the tiN's rnam measun:s taken at up­
rooting the nmnants of c:olowal1sm and raClaliSm rnent10D 
must be made of the: Programme of Actum for the futt ltnple-­
meatatJon of the lkclarat•on (l 970) the JnfanatJoaal Con 
veot1on on the Ebmmahon of All Forms of Rac1al DtJennuna 
t1on (l96S) IU!.d the lokma.t10nal Convc.ntton on the Supp~ 
SIOD and Pufl!sbment of the Cnme of the Apartheid (1973) 
Among these spec:1at menbon should be made: of 1he Program 
me of Act1on whteh. declares tb"t the further prese:rvat1on of 
eotontaJIStD u a cnme and a vaol11hon of the UN Charter The 
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proplo tor tmdom has ewked mtemallooal support Tho 
UN Security Council has dellOUDCed Rhodes1:a's actions and 
c:alled upon all countncs to mcrease BS5151311CC to Mozamb.to 
que 

In th1s Sltuauon, when prtp31'a1Jons are afoot to pull 
down the last "'wb1Cc basllons, hysterJC:al w:tm1ogs are usu 
cd from Pretona and from Western capitals about the dauger 
of 'Sov~et ezpans1omsm" and about o ""Cubiln JDvaston • of 1he 
Afncm South These auempts to undemnne Afnca's Wllly 
and to JUstd'y the Bid gaven to apartheid reg~me hoavc fa•led 
to detract the Afncan leaders and people from foc:ussmg tbcJr 
attention on the obJectives lbey have set lhemselves The 
Afncan peoples' nat10.nal hberalloo struggle has evoked frontal 
hcslwly from AlDene• and fulllbroaled support from the 
USSR As PreSJdCJH Kennelh KGunda of ZambJa .saul m a 
5pCC<h on November 22, 1974, the USSR had always been 
and contmues to be an UISpuullon for Afncan nattaaal bbcra 
lion movemenls Dcpuly Secrctuy Gcnonll of the OAU, 
Peter Oou, declared that tho Sovaet pohcy was meetmg the 
Kqwrements of Afacan llberarroo movements, tba1 SoYJet 
help WttS play1ng a tremeudous role aud that the Afm:aD 
people vme smeuely gratclul to the USSR 

The rcpresentabves of mdepe,adent Afnca aud the lead 
en of Afncan bberatJon movements. who addressed the Con 
gress. not only h1ghly appreca:tted SOVIet support extended to 
freedom fighten but also expressed eonfidence lhat 11 would 
conhnue hll vJc::tory over colomabsm ad rac:.uWsm was finally 
won 

The c:ombmed Arab sobdanty, bacl.ed to the hllt by tbe 
non abgncd and sOeJabst worlds, forced the lsraehs 10 re­
treat m spJie of tbe1r much vaunted supenonty 10 weapolll)' 
11us blew up the mylh sprc:ld by the West about the mhercut 
IJm1d1ty of the Egypban [allah about the dJSumty m Arab 
ranks Tbc Arab resiStance was a elass11:: demoosrratiOD of 
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Stxteen yem ago. on March 21. the Sovth Afnc::m pollee 
Jolled 80 people rulhlessly for takmg p:llt ID B peatofuJ de· 
moastrabon agamst n:press1vc: ract:ahst laws dl the town of 
Sberpcville Smce then March 21 JS marked as tbe ln\er· 
nat10D41 Day for Ehmmahon of RaCJahsm :m.d RaCial DlScn· 
mmataon It IS espec•ally observed m lnd1a and m other non­
ahgucd countnes, whu:b ha~ declared war on colonsa4sm 
and racuWsm 

SIDCC tha.t doly. Prctona has su1fen:d one defeat after 
another The greatest moral and pohbc3l defeat was mflsct· 
ed on 1t on the battlefields of Angola Attmlpts made by 
South Afrltil to Impose on todcpcndent Afnca a pohcy of 
.. relaxahon of tension" w1th nac1allst n:gtmes and to unde the 
most c:onservahve Afncan governments under the banner of 
.. antt-commumsm. .. have fa.tied 

The non abgued countnes canuot tum a blmd eye to the 
fact that lbe Western powers aud the NATO members, w1uch 
provtdcd mooey llDd arms to Portugal to wage 11s c:oJomal 
war and to puppet groupmgs m Allgola. cou1mue propp1Pg 
up the aparthe1d rcgunc With hllboos of dollars. pouod stcrl· 
iDg BDd fn:Jncs mvcSkd lD the South AfnctiD ccooomy Jgno· 
rmg the UN embargo. they conunuc dchvenog to South 
Afnca tanks plaocs. hebc:opl('rs and warsb.tps Apparenlly. 
lb.ts prevents Pretona and S!lbsbufY from seemg lhe Jus.. 
!onc doom that aW&lts them 

Angola has forced South Afncn to Wllhdraw 1ts troops 
!rom the country 1Ws confirms Jts dcl('rm.mat10n to help 
the South West Afnca. Popular Orgamsatzon (SW APO), 
whlch lS zntcnslfymg ds strurgle w Belghbounng N'am.JblL 

The guenlbs m Zzmbab\\e and Rhodcsza are cxp:J.ndlng thezr 
mzhtaty cper.:alzon.s In reply to Rhodesw provocations. 
Mozaznbzque closed lis border w:~th that c:ouatry, havmg .ap­
plied agamst at the ~nom.~c sanchons mtroduced by the 
UN Thu contnbuhon lo lbe .strug;le of lbe Zunba.bVre 
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people for freedom bas evoked >DiemaiJODal support 'Jbe 
UN Se<:unty CounC!l has dellounced Rhodes1:.'s aclloas and 
called upon all countrieS to mc:rease assulance to MozambJ.. 
que 

In th1s s1tuauon, when preparallons are afoot to puJI 
down the last "'wb1tc' bastions, hystencal wammgs arc lSSU .. 
ed from PJelona ud from Wcslem capllals about rhe duger 
of • Sov1et expaastomsm" and about a "'Cuban mvasJOD" of the 
Afncau Soulh 'lbese attempts to uodmmne. Afncn's UDJty 
and to JUSb.Cy the cud gtve:n to apartheid reg~me have faJled 
to detract the Afncanlcaden and people from focuumg tbeJI' 
altenboa on the obJectives they have set themselves The 
Afncan peoples' nattooal hberatwn struggle has evoked frontal 
hostility from AmentA and full throated support from the 
USSR As President Kenuetb Kaunda of Zambia s:ud m a 
speeeb on Nomnber 22, 1974, rhe USSR bad always been 
and coallnues to be an msptrallon for Afncan oatiODal hbera 
llon movements Deputy Sccretmy GeJ~Cral of rhe OAU, 
Peter Onu, decJnred tbat rhe SovJOt poliO)' was meclmg tbe 
requJreme.Dts of Afncaa hberabon movements, that Scmet 
help was playmg a tremendous rote BDd that the Afnc:an 
people were siDCCidy grateful to rhe USSR 

The reprc:sentabves of mdcpendeat Afnea and the Jeacf.. 
en of Afncan hberatiOD movements, who addressed 1he Con· 
grcss, not only h1ghly apprecJatcd Sovset support extended to 
freedom fighters but also expressed c:onfidCDcc that 1t would 
c:ontmue lill VJC:tol)' over c:olomabsm and raaahsm was finally 

'Jbe comboned Arab sobdu11y, backed to tbe IDit by rhe 
non abgned and soc:Jahst worlds, forc:ed the lsraebs to re­
treat m spJie of the1r muc:h vaunted supenonly m weaponry 
Thts blew up the mylh spread by the West about the mhereat 
luD1dlly of the Egyptian fallah, about the d1sumty m Arab 
ranks The Arab reSJStanc:e was a dassJc demmstraiiOJI of 
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theii determmauoo. to bqu\datc unpenaUsm. ham the Arab soJ.l 
The SoVIet support found tU clasSlc mamfcstallon. durmg the 
peace: bme, m the CODStrucnoa of lhe Aswan H•gb Dam and. 
dur:mg the: 1973 war, m se:udmg auhtary suppbes mcludmg 
11USSJ1cs which ramed dealh on hraeb aggres.stve forteS 

It was sad 10 learn that PR~ndent Sadat had chosen to 
'D)' fm:well to the eoursc successfully followed by Ius great 
leader Nasser 'Ilus course started, stated Al-:Mudyahtd of 
Algena, when lhc Egypban Pl<suleol bad opeoed WJdc the 
dcon lo fn:o coiC!priSC aod JDiemalloDal c:apllal Fncod· 
ship WJth the USSR, however, IS a bVJng Jeahly wluch c:aaDOI 

be clla.Dgcd, s11d Baghdad s Tank Al.Shaab. 11 added tb:tt 
the present Egyptzan leadership bad departed from PresadCDt 
Nasser s pohcy and taken tbe sldc of the most ccnscrvahVC 
forces m the Arab world 

Tlus <0111!< adopled by Egypt =eolly IDlpcdcs the aclu 
cvmtent of a JUSI Mtddle East settlement and wukeDs the 
dforlS of Arab slates to a'lucve the bberabOn of Arab lctrJoo 
tones occup1ed by Israel and to ensllrC tbo lawful nat10aal 
:rtghts of the Arab people of Palestme. nus pohcy benefits 
"only !he e11CD11<s of !he EgypiW1 aod other Arab peopleS, 
the forces of UDpenahsm, Zlornsm BDd rcachon " 

-The progrc.wve and democrahc pcop1c or the world sup­
port the Arab peoples struggle Bg&JDSI 11Dpcnalum and colo­
ma.Wm, for the fuU hbcn.tlon of Israeh-occupicd Arab tern· 
tones, fot xcunng the la:wt:ul na\loaal nghts of the Arab 
people of Palesune, and for cstabhsbmg a JUSt and Jastu:Jg 
peace m tbc Mtddlc East 

lnd1a bas pledged, tur1e and agam 1ts sobdmcy wdh 
the Arab people m lhCir aatl()l18] hberahon movement ']'be 
spllll of Nehru Nasser fncnddup, symbohsmg 1bc fnemh.htp 
of lnd•a aad Arab peoples, hves on. "fhc Ind1an Ar.tb 
fncndstup 1S rooted u:t trad1t10n., based on ICOIDliion pnnczples 
a11d 1S weD taken care of by Mrs Inchn. Gandlu penoaal.ly 
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'!be gO\~mmeot heoded by her c:ootmues to Jmd support 
lo the Arabs 1n their ospmttiOns for soveteJgnty, for return 
of tbc:IJ' Jilllds from Jsmeb occupahon Jndaa bas also deman 
ded and contmues dem:mdutg the rcstoratwn of the Jegahmatc 
nghts of lbe people of Polestmc wlucb, as Extemal All:ws 
ltlJDISter Y B Chavan s:ud lS at the very core of tbc confhct 
One of lhc UDportant steps out govcrnmeut took 10 recogm 
Uoo of dus fact \\as to \\clc:omc the PLO to open an office JD 

New Dollu Mr Chovan added 
~Vc we also of tbc VJew that lbc non ahgned movement 

115 a whole should coordumtc thear efforts to brmg to bear 
upon the powers couc:emcd the st~englh of IDICJ"DahOnal op1 
moo 10 order to sceu~ a peaceful and JUSt solutJOD of the: 
West Asam qucshoo We bcheve that ID the resoJutJOD of 
thiS criSIS Dfl'eebng the peac:c of tbc world and the secunty 
and progress of lbc West ASian repon not only a few great 
powers but the non aligned countnes also have the obbga 
boo DDd capab1bty to play a CODSiruchve role 

The UN adopted a n:solut100 on November 10 197S 
by an overwhelmmg maJOrity, bnmdmg Zlomsm as a form 
of rac:tallSID. and rac1al dsscrmunataon By voting for th.ls UD 

portant doc:ument, the General Assembly sternly denounced 
~ aggrcssnre pobcy of the ISIUCb rulmg euc:Je.s, who arc 
bampcnog a compreheosJvc and fundamental pobbcal settle 
meat of lhc Muldle East problem 

1be resolutJoo has g1ven nse to a most VOCiferous cam 
patgn on the: part of Israel auJ Jts supporters m the West At 
tempts h:ave bceo made to explam the condemaauon of Z1on 
15m by attnbuung "aatt Sem1Uc scnluneat 1be desuc to label 
th~ UN rcsoluuou as anll Seuuhe IS however. lbmly dlsgu1s 
eel Jt JS DJmed a1 sllclc:Jog the tag of anll Semlti5Dl lo lbe 
JUSt CODdemn&tiOD of the Jsrae I 8ggrc:&SIOD and IO the UDcfCVJ 
at1ng support SOCtabst and dcvelopmg coualnes are Jeachog 
to Arab peoples l1berahon siTUggle An accusaiJOD of ant1 
Scm.JtiSDI 1s an msull to those couolnes whu:b voted !or the 
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resoluhon May ot them were 'Vlctum o( lbtlente aggm­
SIOD wluc:b was b.unc:hcd mth rac:~ahst and anl1 Semlhc: sJo.. 
gans 8Jld agamst lhe cause of freedom. democracy, ud SOClal 
progress. In branding Z.omsm as lliCJaliSDI JJ11c1 1'8Clal dJs­
c:nmmabon tbc UN ODJ.y eallcd a spade a spade 

some people bold that tbc Undcd ;NatJ.OD.S ought not to 
quahfy Jdeologtes However. an 1deoiogy mounted on arm­
oured cars aad employed as an excuse for c:aptunng tbous­
an.ds of square Dllles of other people"s land and Cor eVIc:hog 
th:l:ce milllau people 1s m fact aggrcss10n. Alld tt 15 UN"s 
pnmaty duty to prevent aggrcsston. to safeguard peace and 
secunty-the cause for whlc:h thts world body was founded 
•n 1945 

Those who thmk that what has been gomg oa m the 
M1ddle East for nearly tbrcc decades IS a drawn-out border 
c:OJdbc;t would do wcU to read Prof Bc!mJOD Dmur"s mtro 
4\ld.ton to the book 'Ibc History of Ha.gaua It was pubhsh­
cd. by the World Zlomst Orgamsu.t1on m CODJUnc:UOJI WJih 
tho Jsraeb Defence MmiStr)'. and 1t appeared m the • Zlomst 
Library"' scncs 'lbc first lsrac11 MIDISter oi Education used 
a pogt0Dl1St JUgDD m tcymg to conYJ.Dc:e the reader that tllere 
m I001D O&ly for Jews m. Pales.tme • Wo shall tc111he Ata:bs 
to -move·. and If lbey rdusc and resiSt we shall usc force to 
budge them. We .shall beat them. ltck. tbcm tn the back wtth 
our feet aad m.a.ke them go .. 

'Ibc statement dates back to 1954 hrael bas S1ace em 
ployed. not less than three tilDes, full n:ul.itary support from 
across lbe ocean to make the Arabs ·go • and leave and land 
belongtog to them by ngh~. to leave the Suez. canal. the wes­
tern baok of the Jordan, and lhe Golan He1ghts 

As for tbe mtcnstty o[ ractal hatred. Z1orusm appears to 
have moved farther from other form of rac1al d1sennunat1on 
'Ibc Amenean Ind•:ms arc at Jea.st allo\\ td to h'IC m rcserva 
b.ow. aud South Afn<:an bla.d .. s tn Bantustam But the ZlDDlits 
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are openly secllng to aUata a more uamb111ous" objective 
of lak1og away from lhc Arobs every 1oth of laod between 
the Nile and lhc Euphroles 

By ulenbfytng Zlomsm wuh rac1ahsm, the Un1led Na· 
tiOI\S hos 11M lullilkd 11s moral duly lowards lbc oppressed 
part of human1ly 

Zlontsm, M.c 1ts god father colomabsm, ss suJlermg de­
leal allcr dcleal II lbe n:sulls of lhe Oclobcr 1973 war 
shO\\<d the c:oUapse oltbc mdd:uy aod po\111oal doctnoes of 
Ztoo1sm, the UN General Assembly rcsolutwn condemntng 
Jt as a form of ractabsm and rac1al dJscnm~nalwn speDs a de 
feat for the Zlomst Ideology as such 11us resolutton rend 
m futile \be altempt.s of 1hc lcadm of ZlODISm \o con'eal 
the real BUDS of the1r movemeaL 

The complcle end of the era of coloma115111 IS. thus, DP" 
proaclung 1b1s 1s au event of dec;JSJve unporlucc, DOl only 
to the countries of ASJa, Afrtcil and Latm AmerJca, but also 
10 tbc people of the world al large It &lm world pobllcs 
a new shape, hlllng Jt out lrom. the old rut m wh1ch the 
daldat of the West was passed on as JatemaiiODal Jaw, m 
wh•ch mequal1ty between 11 and dcvcJopmg countries was 
laken for granted, nnd ID whtcb the sub,ect peoples of the 
Onent and Lalm Amenca had vltluaUy no JOle lo play m 
dectdmg lhe afl'aus of lbe world though they consttlutcd a 
maJonty of rts populahoa The end of lhe era of co10DJal 
JSm bas, therriore, heralded a new era m mtemaltODal aJI'aJrs 



CHAPTER VIII 

Towards International Detente 

Tbe fundamental res.\rudunng o[ mtemahonal relattons. 
IS a process dcterouned by obJechve factors wh.Jch have b1s· 
toncally npened and matured over the years The non­
aligned countnes, most of whom have JUSt emerged from the 
dark tunnel of colowahsm mto the sunlit valleys of mdepend­
ence, cannot but be deeply mtemted m th.ts process now tak­
mg plat:e The1r contn'ouuon to 1ts hastenmg lS underuable 
The VIgorous role the newly-mde~dent countnes are play­
mg on the mternahonal scene has bad a tremendous unpact 
on world development The collapse of colorual empues 
announced the dennse of the old system of mtemalJonal re­
lations It was at the turn of the srxt1es that obJective cond1· 
ttons npened for takmg a pracl\~al approach to the cardmal 
quesllon of restructunng the enllte gamut of mtemat1onal rela­
tions The restructunng IS destgned at completely cxclud­
lDg from tntemattonal relations, lltlpenahst wars and VIOlence, 
threats and cbktat, and to create an alternate Jnternattonal sys· 
tem scrvmg as a rebable guarantee for developmg peaceful 
and equ1table rclauons between all nations and people, b1g 
and small, As1an and European, developing and developed 
Indian people know at tbe1r own cost what the system of m 
lemahonal relahons, engendered m the epoch of tnumph:mt 
unpenahsm, was hke It was based on explOttatJOn of the 
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weak by the s1~ on usc of force for acbJcvmg economtc 
and pol•llcal ends of "melnlpobtan" Westem COWltnes, oo 
Ooutmg demcntuy norms of mtemat10nal Jaw It was the 
opeo robbety of the weak by the slrollg 

Lema attached tremendous unportance to rad1cally aJ. 
tenng the structure of mtcmat1onal relations of the epoch 
of UDpenabsm wh1eh served rts CC::ODOIDIC, pol.tt1caJ and unh· 
till)' strali:Jic ends 

The emergence of world SOCJabsl system. and of newly· 
tadependcnt c:ountnes has accentuated the cnsiS of unpenal­
JSI onented mtemahooal relations of the 'lb1rd World m 
wb1cb hundreds of mill10ns bad been derued tbeu role It 
also auested to the bankruptcy of the old system, oot only 
m the SOCio«oaom.J.c field, but also ID the sphere of mler· 
Dabonal relabons W1th the cbVlSIOD of 1hc world 1nto two 
opposlle SOCial oystems-the soaabst led by the USSR and 
the caprtalrst kd' by the USA-two drame:rncaUy opposrte 
systems of reiat•ons among slates and peoples also look shape 
The formaboo of the world SOCiabst system brought about. 
cousequently. the estabhsbmcnt of a new type of relaiJons 
among peoples m mtemahODal spheres 

The change •• the halaoce of forces of two systems and the 
mcreasmg role played by a large number of Afro-Asian and 
Labn Amencan countnes coosbtutes a deciSive factor sn re-­
structunog the syslem of JDiemalloual relabons 'Jbe: werght 
of the socsahst BDd non abgncd world m the econoauc, poh· 
tical and mtbfary b:tlancc of world fortes foday has been 
steadily growmg, thus senously reduang the Jatemabooaltn 
ftueace of 1mpenabsm 

The fomgn pohcres of rZrc countms ol the socr31Jsf com 
mu01ty and of tbe noo aligned world have a slmtlar or •dent• 
cal approach to several key world tssues 'Ilns bas fu11her 
ISOlated tmpenatrsm, consrderably reduced Jls capac1ty to ID· 
~ owld ..,IOf/S, JIJid /oeNNl:ld II~""""" ..U.Ib.u Ill· 
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tematc powerful coabtlon of antemaltonal forces Tbe for 
e1gn pol1aes of SOCJabSI and POd ahgued blocks have be 
come more eO'eC1JVC and the co-ordmahOD of tbeu J01Dl 
act1on m solvmg maJor world assues closer and more purpose 
ful The tilt m the balance of 'ftorld forces m favour of 
socJall.sm and the tnumph of the cause of ant1-colomahmt 
have created prcrequlSttes for cstabllSbJng Jotemataonal re 
lahons on truly JUSt and democratic pnnc1ples 

The dc:veloplll:g countnes had suffered gnevowly under 
the old paUem of anternahonal rdahons wbtcb had worked 
to lhe advantage of unpmahsm only Unhealed are the 
wounds wbicb VtC Rettvcd. dunng Impc:ria.hst mtervent1oD.!I 
durmg Western pob.bcal ventures dunng waB and a.ggrn 
ston V1etnam suffaed the b1ggcst wound tbe bomb-­
cratcn on 1b sOil .. dug" by Uruted. States colossal but btutal 
war ma.ch•nc are greater and larger than those created by ua 
ture ou. 1he 'Mooa. The mem.Oiy of blac'kmatl aDd thteats 
of JDtmudat•on and blufl' u sUD fresh m our m1nds Atlbough 
tho US has had seven.! Pmulcnls aod governmtDIS Wasbmg 
too s hostDe aH1tude towards the 'Ibm! World bas remaJDed 
uoalteml We all R"m.embcr the Truman Admuuslraboa•s 
a.ct.Jons agamst devctop1Dg countnes US Joterventloo m Leb 
aooo m EISC:IIhowds Rgaoc (oow once agam tbratteucd 
uDder Ford Kusmger dtspeDSBhon) VIgorous suppon exlend 
ed 10 Congolese CCISIODJSls by Pres1dent Kennedy's adm.JDJstta 
boo and armed JatervenhDJI against revo1ubonary Cuba 
nubtary aggrc:ss10a mtenslfi.ed by Pm1dc:nt Johnson agaulSt 
Vietnam Laos and Cambocba threats wucd by the a'WC 
some US-Seventh Fleet to Jodaa under orders of Pres1dent 
Naxon. and Secretary of Sbdc Klssmtcr The: common 
denom1oator of aU these acts was to keep the US dommat1on 
supreme to prevent the rue of a\temate cenms of reg\ona\ 
power detnm.cotal to 1mpc:nabsm. s g1obal 1ntcrcsts MelVIn 
Gurtov has described the US Ob)tctl\'c as follows. 

.. to auamusc the 1aftacpr:e, and presence of tbc: Sovtet 
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Unton. to work wnh US ott comp:tmes tn mamta1mng access 
to 01l under "sl:tble• pohbcal condthons and to coulatn 
radical uattooahsm•• (The Unltrd States Against the 
Tbinl Worlll, Aati.Nafion:~1ism and lntervtntlon, New York, 
1974, p 260) 

It was m pursua.nce of these nefanoas obJectives that the 
US bolstered WJth 1ts bayonets some of the worst dtctatonal, 
tyranntcaJ regJmes of some As1:1n ccunrnes. dragged thett peo­
ples mto ampertahst pacts, kcepmg them at an abysmally low 
level of economtc develapment As the New York Post (Aprd 
4, 1976) wrote, the US baJ repeatedly betrayed tts commdment 
to hberty and human ngbts 11:1 areas where uour tn.fluence 
could be most dramat•ca11y and dtrectly exerted It happen­
ed m Vtetnam It ts bappcrung at thts hmc m South Korea 
It 15 readily VJ5tbJe JD our equJVocallon on the battle for res 
torahon of true freedom ut Spam It slaJus our role 10 

Afnca " Tile New RqmbJ•c (JtuJuary 26. 1974) wrote 10 an 
edttorta1 "The US abets oppresstoo by lfs atd programme 
It demonstrates the dependence of dtctatonhlps on our 
bounty The government of the Umted States ts a protagon 
Jst ID domestic struggles throughout the world It chooses 
to help perpetuate the autocraCies 1t sees " 'Ibe most devast­
ahng statement bas come from Lmcoln P llloom.6e1d who ao­
c:uses the US ot bmog JDlpo.sed a ''protracted and tnhuman'" 
war on Vtetnam, of ha\llng leagued up WJ.tb the most •un­
popular and odlOUS regDDcs " He wntcs "We engaged our 
fortunes wtth unpopular and soau:bmes tyranntcal rcg1mes 10 
the name of both anti-communtsm and stabd1ty'. (In Seal'i:b of 
American Polley. The Humau Use of Power. New York· 
London Toronto. 1974, p 79} 

Bloomfield quotes Dulles haVIDg stressed, whtle 1ssumg 
mstruc:hons as US Secretary of State to the new Ambassador 
to Costa R1ca, that •mctators a~ the chtds of state oa. whom 
we must depend m Latm Amenca."' (p 81) 
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It cannot be sa1d tbat th1s part1cu!ar role of zmpenahsm 
has finally come to an end That would be drawmg erronc: 
ous conclusiOD What lS md•sputab1e u tbe fact that 1hc 
trc:n,d bas started towards resttuet.unug of 1ntemattooal tela· 
t1ons, m whlch m"'pena.llst wars and VIOtencc Will aot find 
any place, m wb1ch open anncd 1nterventaons are e:tc1udcd 
The defeat of US smpenallsm m Vzetnam, Laos, Cambod1a, 
the deb:tcle faced by Z!oDISm, the faU of Portuguese colo­
Dial em.p1re, tbe emergence of Angola, the lal\ of: tb.e mt\1\acy 
regune •n Greece, the 10\tenng of the reguo.c 1D Fr.mco-bom 
Spam the fsu1ure of US ecouomtc blockade aga111St Cuba­
these arc not diSJOinted events but hnb 1D the stupendous 
world WJ.de process of the emergence of a new correlahOd 
of mtcmatJonal forces brought about by the wealcerung of IDl 

pcmal15m., end of the era of cold war, tnuatpb of the pohcy 
of peace and co-emttnce ~ct that of war and anll'ronta­
t.on. 

Expenence of world ....,t, shOWs thai the process cf 
fundamental reslrudunng of mtems.twD.al rcl.att.on.s has be 
come an Integral feature of the contemporary reabty The 
Impact the Sov1et Peace Programmo has had on qu1ckCDJng 
IbiS process CIUUIDl be overlooked 'The F1118DelaJ TiDies 
fOt C1amp1e wrote on Apn114 1971, 1 e, Jm:mcdJately aher 
tbc adopt,.,. of the Peace Ptogrommc by the 24th CPSU 
Congress ""Some of the foreJgn policy pomts have 11lready 
been dlSCOunted m certam cuc1c:s as propagandut and un­
real" EVeDts have shown the groundlcssucs:s of the charge 
made 

If we exam1ac the Programme We wdl readily see how 
11s ba.s1e proposrt•om have helped advance the world 1n the 
dll'eCtlon of peace and better mtemat101ral clnDatc As a 
matter of fact World JtatesmCll are tuaulm&ty adal\ttmg 
that 'he mazor dlrec:hons m the deve!opmcnt of contemporary 
"'orld p011c1es wrre 4c:tcm:l.lt\C4 b.y l~ ~u\~ of. 1ope.~lk 



TOICOI'd'1 lntern.lllunaol Detl!llle 121 

tasks set forth by the Peace Programme or, what has come to 
be known, by the Npeace oft'enSlve" of the USSR launched 
pe!SOnally by L I Brulmev 

The SOVJet Peace Programme has become the axiS of 
mtemabooal relations arouqd wb1ch goes on a deep con 
frontatlon between the fon:es of peace, progress and demo­
cracy, on the one hand, and the forces of aggresston and reac 
tlon, on the 01her The successes achieved 10 carrymg out the 
Peace Programme were 10 accord Wtth the obJC:Chves set by the 
non altgned countnes 10 the global theatre as m:Il as m re 
g~ons plunged 1nto deep cnscs by UDpenahsm The ccssabon of 
doubt that relantton of lntcrnahonat tenston promotes cl1m1· 
nat1on of 1nternat1onai conftlcts engtnecrcd by ampertahsm to 
SUit sts uulttary stru.teg•c global mterests In 1ts tum. the el1 
mJDabon of the hotbed of war m South East As1a created ad 
d1bonal opportunahes for further developtng detente 

In Europe the efforts of peace lOVIng forces were also 
crowned Mth success It IS a rcnote contment for US Ast:ms 
But we c:annot take a detached VICW of the confrODtahon wlncb 
loomed between two oppo11te camps m Europe from where 
two world wars had ongmated We, non abgoed nations, 
therefore, felt rebeved on hearmg that tlus «:~nfrontahoo and 
cold war had )'lelded place to cooperataon and coemtence as 
enshnned m the pnnc1ples embodymg the f):nat Act of the 
HeLs1Dk1 Conference on European Secunty and Cooperation 

The USA USSR agreement on prevent10g a nuclear mJS 
sde war and other agreements bad a world Wide s1gndk::mee 
ID reducmg the danger of global boloc::aust aod IP creahng 
a better sntemabonal ctunate b:tSCd, DOt on dildal, but on 
pea~uli»CXlstence 

The Peace Programme. as we weU know. Jncluded both 
short term and long tenn JSSUCS Some of these have already 
been solved, others arc bemg solved, ana stall others arc on 
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the agenda The New Peace Programme tcqu1res the fulfilment 
of the followmg VItal tasks 

-Wiute steaddy strcngthcnmg the1r uo1ty and expaDdmg 
thw all round cooperal..loo m budchog a new sooely. tbc 
soc1abst states must w.crea.sc the1r JDIDt acbvc coatnbut1on 
to the consobdahoo of peace 

-Work for the tcrm.Jnatmn of the cxpandiDJ arms race, 
wluch IS endangermg peace, and for traasJtJon to reduczog the 
accumulated stockpdes of arms, to dLSanni.D:lent For tblS 
purpose 

(a) do evaythmg pOSSible to complete the preparation of 
a a.ew SoVIet US agreement on hontmg and rcducn1g stra.· 
teg1c armaments, 1111d conclude mtcmahonal treahes on um· 
"iUSal and complete cessalton of nuclt:ar·wt:apon tests, on 
tim bamuog 8lld desttucttan of chem.JCal weapons, oa. baDIU.ng: 
the development of new types and systems of weapons of 
mass destruchon, and also OD. the baorung of the poiiPIJOD 
of tbc natural CAVU'ODDJ.ent for m1btaty or other hostile put· 
poses. 

(b) lauach new eJforts to activate DegotJabODS on the 
reduction of armed forces :llld anaameuts Ul Central Europe 
Fo1lowmg agreement on the first concrete steps JD dns dltte--

1100, cOntmue to deepen m1l1taty detente m tho ngum 10 1be 
subsequent years, 

{e) work. for a nntch CNet from the pra.ent contmuous 
growth of the m11ttaty c:xperubturc cf many states to the prac 
hce of tbe1r systema.t1c reductJ.on, 

(d) take all measures to ensure the c:arllest posubtc con­
vocahoa of the World Disarmament Conference 

--Conceatrate the efforts of peace lovmg states on clun1 
nat1ng lhc rc:mauung seats of war, first and foremost 1n en­
sunag a JUst and dLJrable scttJem.c:m m .thr. M1d.dl~ E.ut la 
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connec:hon wilh such a settlement the states com:emed should 
eumrne lhe quesf1on of helptag to end rhe arms race In the 
MtddloEast. 

-Do 0\ctyllung posstblc to dotpen tntomabonal de­
tente, to embody 1t m concrete forms of mutually beoefi 
C:J:Il cooperahOD between states Wort VIgorously for lbo 
full 1D1plcmentattou of tho Final Act of the ,J:urope:an Con 
fe~.oce, and for geater peaceful .coopcratron Jn Europe 

-\Vor\. for Astan Sec:unty based on JOIDI tlforls by 
the states of that contJnent 

-Work for a world treaty on tho DOD use of forco m 
mtemallooal rehltJons 

-Consuler as cnlC'Ial the Jntemabonat task of com 
plctely ehmmattag all vest1ges of the system of colon•at 
opprr.ss•oa encroachments on the equahty and 111depmd 
encc of peoples, and all seats of coloJnaliSlD and raaalWD 

-Work for mnovmg d1scnmtnahon and all artdic•al 
barr1en m •nternabonaltrade, and ebmtnatmg aU mantfesta 
lions or 111equabty, diktat and explortatwn m mtemallonal 
CCODODJIC rclatiODS 

The Tlurd World reg~oo has seen what remarkable 
cbauges took plate over tbe last f1ve yean On lhe world 
map as Jnd11:atcd elsewhere JD the book, m place of dark 
spots of Portugutse eo1ontaltsm four soveRtgu Afncan states 
have emerged Free V1ernam free Laos aad' free C'am.bod1a 
bave opened up new bonzoDS of development sn South East 
As1a lbe blockade smposed on Cuba has wtua11y coDapsed 
The Palest~man Liberation Orgamsat1on ss now nrcvocabJy 
ncogrused as lbe teg1t11Dale represenlallve of the Palest1man 
Arab people aod has gatned acc:ess to the UN FmaDy, Zion 
um has been toademucd as a vanaot of ratla11St 1dcoJogy 

The newly mdependcnt slales are WIDDing ever more. 
~y.,lbr._IWhi..,.....~>Jirnl,-~ 



d1cg the1r mdependence, seekmg equ::~hty m \\orld econOmiC 
relations :J:ad sleppmg up the process of developmect of 
the1r peoples 

How can one explam the fact tb;:u tlus upsurge has 
occurred ex.actty dunng the 1ast five )Cars? The Thud 
"or\d does not see a mere comc1dence m tlui developmenL 
There ts a d.Jm:t ttlallonslnp between the successes of the 
p~ of nahonal Libernt10a and decolomsat10n lllld the 
fore1gn pohc1es of tho soc1ahst .and the non abgned countnes 

The Western c1rcles would hke to dtseover a contradJe­
tton between the pohcy of detente and tlle solJdanl:y or the 
USSR With the struggle of peoples for their UJdependence aad 
progress It IS abso1ute1y clear that detente appl1es to rela­
tions between states only, and can by no means be n=:gard 
ed as a b~ak m 50C13l and polJheal progress, and even less 
so m the struggle for nahonal bberabon Angola has well 
demonstrated the n:nvde or those who hope that In the con 
dli!Ons of detente the SoVIet Un1on would relax ds consistent 
fight agamst coloma\ explmllli!On and aggremon 

The USSR s dear ' No • to these de1us10ns lS unphc1t lD 
each l1ne or the ni:W programme of further acbon for peace 
and tntematJonal co-operahon for the freedom and JDdepcnd 
ence of peoples The nurd World will hall the call g1Ven 
[rom Moscow for an end betng put to the ann:i race, for pass 
mg over from arms bwld up to reduction of amassed stock 
p1les ::md finaiiy, to dls:~.rmament The 800 m1U1on uader 
nounshed people of de,oetopmg eountnes are find1ng Jt tD 

ettasmgly bard to put up wtth the fact that mankmd eon­
tmues to waste away nearly 300 000 mtlllon doll:tr'i annual 
ly for mthtary purposes. 'Ilus sum u several tmles mort: 
than the offic1.1.l mtematlonal rud g1ven to the 'l1utd World 

The USSR s determzil.:l.tJOn to work With redoubled en 
ergy for replacmg the pttsent process of growth m mthto.l}' 
expenditures by world powe~ effeetmg a sysTematic reductJOII 
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prom1S05IO remow fromlhe shoulders of the p«>ppes the bur 
deo whiCh IS ospeaally heaoy for lhc Third World The re-
50Urces stpbooed oti from ecooomlc Dlld soctal developmeol 
would come baek to the natumal exehequer It 15 suiTlCleDt 
lo menboo here that lhe S<met proposal for 10 per c:eol eul 
m the Dllhlary budgets of fiw permaaent mtmbers of the 
Set.uiJty Counetl, sf smplemented, would make Jt poss1blc to 
l'liiSe the quantum of IISIIS!oDee lo developmg c:ounlriCS by 
at least 20 per =~ 

The second geoerat1on Peace Programme calls for eon 
c:cnuaung the c:ffott of peac:e-Jovmg stal:ts on etmuoatmg the 
stdl emtmg hotbeds of war, above all, m the M•ddlo East, 
Dlld oo leadmg maDktod towards the safeguordlllg of secunl)' 
lhreugbout Asia by collecbve meaDS 

Thtre arc hues iD the New Peaee Programme m wtuch 
oae sees a rdleeCIOn of the JJberahon bateles sb.al.rag up Afn 
c:a today 11 proposes thar the compJere elouaaho.o of wh.1t 
uleft of lhc syslcm of coloma! oppmstOD, of all the ceoltt.S 
Of raclabsm, and Of al) forms of mfrmgement of DBhOnalJDde­
peDIIcru:e, be regarded as ooc of the maJOr mteruabooal 
tasks 

H1stonc:al expenence shows that the overthrow of cotonsal 
reg1rnes IS au IDiportanl, but onJy a first step towards aclue 
vement of mdependeDcc At tlus stage the matn eoatcnt of 
the national hberat1on revolutions ID the c:ounlnCI wb1c:h have 
thrown off d1rec1 colomal rule 11 the struggle. !or ec:oDODUc 
mdepeodence for sovemgoly over tberr aararal RSOUrces 

That u why the spec1al atfenbon of the Thtrd World JS 

drawn to rhe prov11wo m lhe new Peace Programme wluch 
pub forward lhc task of n:moviJ'Ig dJScrmunaiJOD JD IDler 
nahonaltradc and of elumaaltag aU man~festaiiODS of m 
equahty and dlklat m mtcmalwmal economw relat1oas ~ 
pte of Afr1ca ASJ3 and Lat1n Amenca are lllC'rtaslnsJy corn 
mg to the c:oncloston that these auns are best altamable m 
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COri.C:hhOD.S of thC::U' full CCODOOW: COOp:tdiiOD Wllb the SOCII 

IJSt world 
Today the ac:blevcment of econom.Jc Jndepcmdeoce by 

devtlopmg eountnes can be facilitated by «KldJhODS fa,our 
able to It By develop1ug mnny forms of coopeta1JDD WJt.h 
the newly freed countnes soc:•ahst srates arc heJpzng them 
reach thls goat The toe1ahst states ha.~ been reudenng. them 
maxunum pohtlcal and moral support on the Jntemat10nsl 
scene remforcJng the sl.ruggle of lhcsc couatnes agamst at 
temprs made by unpenahst powers and multmaCzonal mono­
pohes to hold on \he Ieven. of ccoo.oDllc pteSSUtC 

The strengthenwg of the allumoe between the "'orJd so­
cuWst system and the forces of n.ataonal hberattoo. lhat bas 
taken place will exm. a tremeudous Jnftuentc on the process 
of fPDdam.ental reslructurmg of lQictnabonal relaboos TbeJt 
soais aDd mruests lD thJS arcDa COUlCulc servmg as an obJec 
b-~e pmcqwsr.tc for a. fw:Lbe:r cansohdatron of their umty 
wlnch JS sure to step 11p the tempo of t1us process. 

'Ibe sutecss ac:luevcd m. dettutc should of course be 
n:pnkd as ooly au 1mportant stage 111 nsttuttutlng the I)'S 
tcm. of IDtematWDa\ relatJons Que sbou14 keep 10 mmd the 
fact that lbo penod of detente was preceded by a quarter ceo 
tury of eoJd war ODd a scnc.s of aHlfllcls 11.hlcb more thaD 
om:c lbrea~ to escalate m.to a "'.otld war If one approa 
cbes detente from. a broad h.tstoncal VIC'\ po1nt It Wlll be 
come obv1ous that dc:tcntc w1U mmtably garber momentum 
embracl.Qg Dew scograph.Jcal rcg10a.s and draw mto Jts otb1t 
new states At the same tune the spectrum of problems on 
w~h states. belonpog to dlfrcrtnt soaal systems can find a 
common approach and mutuaUy ac:cepta:blc solut1aas 'M11 
c:ontu:J.ue to broaden. 

Today one cannot but recall the magmfic:ent rote the ar 
ebJ.teet of non abgmncnt Jawabarlal Nebnl played 1D popu 
lanslllJ tbc pa1u:Jts t:r1 ~ c1 ~'h.\&'& nar d .NJ.'Atll 
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hvmg m harmony OD the hasos of peaceful ~tence In 
hos speech at the Belgrade oon-ahgoal coofetence he had 
srud 

'We must look at 1h1ngs m the proper perspcctrve today 
Pust things must come fint and nolhmg 1S more Important 
or has pnonfy tban tfus world s1tuaf10D of war and peace 
our capac1ty ts lm11ted but we have a certa1n c:apaclty, a cer­
tam strength, call 1t what you bke, moral strength or olber 
strengrh Let us use 1t properly, nghtly, wdhout force but 
Wlth courtesy and Wllb a fnendly approach so that we may 
mllueoce those who have the power of war aod peace m lheJr 
hands and lbus fry, 1{ not prevent war !or aU bme, at apy 
rale, to push 11 away so that m the meantune the world may 
Jearn better the use of cooperation 'lbeu the world may ul­
timately put aa end to war JlseU" 

An IDeYlla.ble corollary of DOD abgoment, as propounded 
by Nehru, ss non mterference m each other's mtemal aiJaus 
A Dahan hke lacba wfuc:h does DOt belong to any mdatary 
group1ng bas DO destre to mterferc m the mu:mal aJI'aurs of 
other nat1ons nor does It brook the1r lDterfereace m sts own 
all':urs Th11 arruude generates mutaaJ roleraace aud, lhere­
Dfter, leads to acecptmg of eoeXJ&tence When. naiJODS eoemt 
tt automatically leads to dyoam1c c:ocutence, 1 e • they take 
acbve stqs ro forge eoopera11on. Jirst lD non potdal maltns 
hkc trade-, cultural excbange, etc , :md then go 0\'~ lo tak-
1DS measures for bluntaog :met finally moovmg the sharp edges 
of their Jnlersta.tc pobllcal ddlermccs 

The non a.hsned nahons, w1tbout cxceptaoo, arc all firm 
upholders O( the pof1cy O[ peaceful COCJUSleDCC 'lbcy belong 
to d1ffercnl strands and arc a DWLlure or daflc:rtnt blends em­
bodying Laltn Ameracan culture, Arab aDd lslam1o cultures, 
Anst~a.<ton srrand (as reprcrc:Dre-4 by die Canblr.ln rq;wou). 
lndaan avahs3hoa, and the PolenesJa.n ad PaCific: blends 11us 
gromd conRucnce merges anlo a bro:ad suam. 1mpartmg a 
diS!Jnc:t colour to tbc IDima:sllonaJ ordtr. 
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Peaceful coemtcace and relaxatton of 10temahonal ten 
SIOil go together S1.01Jlarly, the rclallonslup between peace 
ful coemtence and :soc1al progress of mankmd are too close 
to be put m two oppos1te, mutually hostde compartments 

A host of quest10ns naturally arue Does detente tnfiu 
ence sotJal progress, tf Jt helps the latter, then bow substanh 
ally? Arid. on tbe otber band, another question anses does 
sooa1 progress J.Ofiuence detente, lf so, m what ducellon, Lf 
tt promotes tbe latter, then how c:ffechvcly'l These and many 
other quesiJ.ons are asked and answert"d throughout ili! world 
by pollhcal leaders and scholars, by pms and televuJOD. com 
mentators The answcn, naturally, dJ.ffer depending oo ones 
poltucal v1ews and pcrsuas1ons 

The eaelllles of detente are seekmg to confuse the 15sue 
and to !nghten the people The ngbt wmg extrenmts assert 
that the less.enmg of mternauonal tens.Jon IS advantageous 
to the SOCiallst countnes alone and constitutes a manoeu~. 
a "'new cunnw.g mvent1on of the Comm.Uill.Sts" des1gned to 
lull the VIgllance of the "'Cree world .. and to launch .. :sub­
VtntVe" achVJlles aga.tnst rt Those on the extreme .. le!t , 
m tum., assure us lhat relaxation u advantageous only to 
cap1tah:im and IS an abandonment of m'DlUtJonary auns. 
&tween these two poles there are many other mterpretatJOnS 
winch avo1d extreme pomts of VJew, but often do not be­
come any more correa by domg so 

The problem of the relationship betw~n detente and 
SOCial progress IS nothm.g but the presentabon., 1.n a tlillque 
contemporary form of the cardinal quesbon of the n:JatJOD 
shlp between progress and peace The USSR. a strang advo­
cate of coeXIStence does not advocate the sp~dmg o( ze.. 
voluhon by arms because war biUl~ gn:a.t miSfortunes to 
the worlung masses and because soctal p~ IS an obJec 
hve process wh1ch cannot be ut~posed from outs1dc and must 
g.row out of lbe mternal condluons of each country The 
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USSR IS agamst the export of revolutum as well as counter­
rovoiUIIon So the only =sonable pnnaple or mtemallOII· 
aJ relatrons m the trans1bonal epO<b, when socialist and 
cap1tahst states c:o-emt m the world, IS the pnliClple or peace­
ful~ 

In the my lint days of lis hie the land or the Soviets 
proclauned the pohcy of peace and followed 11 UDSwei'Wig­

Jy So 1t was when SOCiahsm was Vieak, aDd so 1t IS DOW 

when ISOC:Illhsm has be<ome IDIDICOSIUllbly stnmser and 
tumed mto a world system and 11 exertmg an ever more de­
CISive m.Oueace on the course of world developments 

How does mtemaboaal feDSIOD or 1ts relaJtat1on mflu 
cucc mtcm:l1 dcvclopmcDt" AnsMermg llus queshou, OZJ~ 

should benr m 1111nd the fundamental quahtallve dd!eml<es 
between the two SOCJal systems 

It IS UDdetstaodable that detente opens up the possllnh­
ty of a w1der and fuller operation of the obJC<IIve Jaws of 
lhe socmhst s)1tcm--coucentrat1011 of socW producnon, first 
and foremost, on the tasks of peaceful constructive dl'ons, 
sallsfachon of the matcnal and spmtual reqwrcments of 
people, futlher development or their labour and poht1cal acll 
VJty and of soc:1abst clemomlcy, etc 

As regards capitalism, mtcmat1onal leDSIDD mcaus Ill~ 
poss~bthty of UDpenahst Racboo, oa the pretext of an exter­
nal .. c:ommtuUst"' threat. to s•ve the mWtansts a free hand, 
to more openly ud mei'CJlessly crush the demotr:tuc ~ 
meat, lO Jatroduc:e spec1al laws to gave short shnft to "'sub­
\'CfSI\e"' elements, aud to trample upoa elementary demo. 
erauc nghls But llus " 1101 all Whc:r<as !hey proclaun 
themselves lO be the oaly steadfast defenders of na.l1onal JD 
terests and claun that all left elcmeat.s arc sec:ret aceompiiCCS 
of ""fore•sn asgresson,", and ..-tutc lhcy speculate on patt•o­
llc: staiJmeDlS. lbc conservative JWf•cs ~ mtemaUOD:tJ rea 
110ft as o le\"Cr to exert prcuure oa the mass of YOtas m an 
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effort to a.rtJfi:czally change the balance of poidzcal forc:es m 
the1r favour That IS wby the easmg, :tnd, sbD m~ the re­
moval of tension en the world scene knocks out of tbe bands 
of react.ton the Mmc:h for the ~Igb.tenmg of screws" aDd the 
dec:epbon of the workmg peOple Peaceful co-cmtcnce, as It 
were, fu:es sOClo-cc:cnoiDJc aspects of capJtallsm WlduD the 
nanow framework of 1b natural laws, when Jts contradJcbons 
are fuUy revealed. 

Lastly, mtemabonal tenston serves a.s a camouflage for 
the employment by 1mpenahsm of the crudest, tbc most 
v10lent melhods of suppresston of the nattonal hberatzon 
movement All colODJat wars aod ac:ts of 1mpenahst aggttS-' 
szon zn the last decades were JUStJ.fied on the pretext of the 
need to protect the "dJStant front1crs of freedom", to CO!IDter 
the "penetratzon of commumsm", etc Detente CODSJderabty 
expands lhe posSibility of lhe forces of nahonal and soc181 
em.anczpahoo. to stand up to tmpcnallst pressUie, aod to use. 
thetr growzng pobbcal polenhal for workmg for the cstabbsh 
ment of equtlable cond.ttiODS m trade exchaogc and for lhe 
adoption of other measures for cfosmg the cx.zstmg gap 1D 
cconom.zc development 

In thiS way. the reduction of mternallonal tenszon m.a)ccs 
a favourable Impact on sot1al progress •n aU basiC sectors of 
the contemporary world It 15 common knowledge that the 
process of detente dul not bcgzn today or yesterday Jt IS 

c:orrectly hoked With the Peace Programme set forth at the 
24th Congress of the CPSU. w1th lbe JOJDt pobcy of the 
countnrs of the soc:ulhst commumty, the non altgned block 
supported by all progteSS~.ve aad peacc-lovmg for-ces, 11 IS 
tlus PrograiDIJie lhat has brought about many of the frutt 
fut results achieved lll recent years In olhcr 1\ords, detente 
a1ready has defimte accompbshments to lls credit, and 1t ts 
poss1ble now, not speculat.avdy, but on the basiS of facts, to 
Judge the degree of 1ts uUIDeDcc on the devc1opment of socml 
pnx:e.ses 
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The pos1bve mlluencc of detenle on the development of 
p!OgRSSivc SOCial prooesses u undemable Equally uuques 
tlonable IS the mflutoco of SOCial progress on detente It IS 

e><presaod m tho fact that tho countnes whore tho SOOJabst ,._ 
volutiOn has been v1ctonous come out as the Jmbators of the 
dnve for detente The march of the national hberabon move 
meats and.lhtlr fresh succ:esses s1gmfy, at the same tUDe, the 
expans1on of the front of the peace supporters, because the 
SOCJallSt«Jented states and the part1apauts m the move­
mont of tho noo ailgoed are deeply mten:stcd m tho assertion 
of rhe pnac1ples of peaceful co-exiStence, and support 111 
pntc:tlce the efforts of the soc:Jabst COUDtnes and other peac~ 
lOYUJg fcm:es m thiS dr=twa 

The reductJOD of Joteroatloual teDSion does not at all 
lead automatically to soc111 progress It merely creates pre 
toodiiiOOS lor tho free dovelopme.at of tho strusgle of tho 
people 

Nobody can 11ve gurantces to llll:penahsm about lhe 
presenalloo of Jls domJDaiJOD No power on earth JS capable 
of reversmg the mexorable process of lhc renovatiOn of SOCial 
hie Wherewr ~here JS aJlo.rualfsm. fbere u botmd to ~ 
struggle for D3UODal hberahon Wherever lhere Js explmta 
llOJJ, there 11 bound to be struggle lor the ema.DCJ_p:~IJOD of 
labour Wherever 1hcre JS BggfCSSIOD, there 11 bound to be 
teSJstaocc to d 

It should be pomtcd out that sober admr.ss1oo of the 
fact that peaceful co-aJSiellce does not, oar can meaa tbe 
preservation of the SOCJal status quo appear from IInse to 
t1me 1n the Wcstem press At the same tune. &be maJonty 
of unpcnal1st tdeolopsts ore very reluctant and unwJlhns: 
to take mto account 1he present ahgnmeat of forces 111 the 
JnfemahOnal arma 'Illc:y arc fevcrJshJy secbns: a subsblufc 
for lhe notonous concept of a .. communist threat", 10 as to """""""to J,USbly" tho IDll"'babst'!J'lbi:Y .. lw:b.-



132 Non-AI•psmenl : IA&acy oJ Nehru 

the spmt o( detente ltzs as a result of such a "~ch' that 
a thestS has appellrtd to the effect that the SOC1allst countncs 
have to pay for detente by reoouncmg some o( the pnncJ­
ples o( the pohheal system of SOCtallsm 

Detente conforms to tbe ob,JCcbve needs of contemporary 
mtemat10oal rcaltty and tS detcrm10ed by deep g01og process­
es It would be erroneous to unagme, bo\\ever, that detente 
IS a self propellmg process, not requmog a push from bebtnd 
Detente constttutes a very complicated mtecnahon:~l phenome. 
non, refl.echng the dtvemty and contradictions of mtemal!oo 
at reality Jtself A specLiic feature of the current world 
afiaJ.rS JS that two oppos1te proc:c:sses are under way s1.mul 
taneously On the one hand. detente, reflecting the chief 
t~nd of present day ID.IemaiJonal hfe, IS gammg fresh streng 
th On the otbcr, are the rapid reachonary UDpenallst CU'­

cles bulldtng up resiStance to posJUve dangers m tbe world 
Slluahoo It JS the confrontation between these trends that 
detennmes tbe entue complex o( mtemahonaJ relahons ta. 
day 

Some Westem cacles have spun a spurtous "'theory"­
lughly llllDllcal to the mtercst o( Afro-As1a.u nations-that 
as the threat of global war recedes, local wars and conft.Jcts 
become more pos.stble and almost m.eVltable The conclu 
Slon they draw IS mescapable the less tbe: danger of global 
war, tbe more the danger o( a local war Local collfi.Jct, 1n 
the context of current world real!ry, cannot be compartment 
ahstil and seen J.n asolabon from the overall world sJtu:lhoa 
If geograplucally and md.1tanly they are constdered local wars 
poht•cally they are not The war m V1etnam w:1s not JUSt a 
locahsed. war but one whose ~mpact transceded the frontierS 
of the reg1on wbere It was Imposed by tmpena.l.Jsm 

It must be stressed here thnt re:structunng of mternatlonal 
relat10ns, faclbtated by tbe acceptance of peaceful co 
ewtence by Western powers, by detente, cannot be emuR"d 
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wathout endmg the arms race for tt ts UDpenabsm whtc:h 
creates the matenaJ base for ltW and, theref01e, for stoclc 
PJhng of armaments DISarm.aQlent ts the ueed of the hour, 
the great UDperattve of our tunes As Nehru told the Bel 
grade sumnnt .. essenhaUy we can never succeed unJtss 
IJ:zere u diSIIDiamenr o.n the b1ggest scale ~forv, drs 
armament JS a VItal matter " 

Lastly, the system of mtematJoaal rclatJODS wb1ch JS 

tak1ng shape today, eannot be \l'lable Jf ecouomtc mequalttles 
&etween great and smaU counlnes, between UDpenalJSI and 
Tbtrd World countnes aro retatoed as part of the world pol• 
htal system The non aligned countnes cons1dct tt the1r maJOr 
task to ensure that mequahty 111 tatematJODal econom1c rela 
liOns are removed as a source of exploataiJoa and thus the 
structure of the alteml world Is made stable These coun 
tnes C1UIDOl 1&11010 the pen! ptJSed by tmpertal15111 to uttl"" 
eto.aomiC pRSSUl'e as a stiCk to beat them With ami ulhma~ 
ly, to coerce them mto an al•r;nmeat WJib us global course 
ThiS pobcy ts rqarded as lllOft. advantageous m compansoa 
1VIlh the tradltaODal methods As Prof 1 s Nye wro"' 

''Economic IOUrtes of power wb1cb are eas1er to apply 
]!raduaUy aad JDCnOBSIDgly than threats of force and which 
are less olfeaSJve to aatJoaal }:lratlge and d•ga•ty are often 
lbc bard1est means of dcalmg 'Wilh other states" pobcles that 
Impose SlgDIJicaDt costs on ones own state" (lnfemaborud 
Alra~rs, LoodDD, 1974, p 586) 

Economic pmsurc JS, consequently, resiSted by non al1ga 
tel couatnes as a dangerous Weapon for b1ad1ag them wdh 
lDipenahsl f)'StemJ of exp1oJiaUon and for retardmg thear 
march towards self rel•ance 
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Economic Independence and Coop;ration 
Among Nations 

The objechves of non al1gament were dcfiDed 10 the 
course of 1ts steady evolutJOD The general propouboDS were 
1atd dawn otlhc lDC:Cpllon of the mO\-emcnt stsctf Those were 
largely root~ 1D tbe past colonW. cxpenenc:c: of the n:.bo.ns 
'Ibese PfOPOSIIJons, vabd even to dus day, were opposd•on 
to colonaaWm and raclallsm, urge for pea~:e and cbsanD:I 
ment, suppon to UN, elc: The total uapact of non abgn 
ment. whatever the stage of tts evotutJOD. has been towards 
coDinbutmg to the stabJbty and m&lD.tenance of pe:~c:e 111 the 
world, to prescrvmg nattonal Jodcpeudence, to mamwnmg 
pohbcal stabWty and to adv.ancmg the nabonal JDtcrests of 
these countnes. 

Tbc prune problem of all developing countn~. tom~ 
ang the core of the non aligned world, has been the modcr­
DISahon of theu tradational or mecbeval societies as rapidly as 
powble There JS a rclabonsJup bem.een the momentum of 
thiS soc:aal ~lu.ttan wdbm. a country and non alignment as 
shown by Ind.ta and 1ts fore•gn pohcy Governments wh1ch pur 
sue non abgament 10 tbe~r external rebbons are prtclSCiy 
those whl.ch arc COilSCIOUS of the task of soc1al revolu­
tion and are most responsn·e to the dem:mds or the1r 
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CotnmllD.lttes The fact of tbeu under-development along 
WJth the conscious urge for thls soc1al rt:volutmn, conUnue 
to act as a bond of mutual sympathy, undentandmg and 
uruty among these nations Whereas the first summJt cvolv 
ed the framework of non a!Jgnment, definmg tts h!Stoncal 
role m relahon to world problems of war and peace, the sub­
sequent ones have lent 11 depth and d~.mension 

A runntng thread of these: sumratts bas been to r.llly the 
non ahgned Cor concerted measures to bnng about closer 
economic relatiOns among developmg countnes to cultivate 
the spmt of sell reliance, to secure optimal utabsahon of na 
tun} resources m their terntones for the weUa.re of tbe1r 
peoples It was at the Lusaka mectmg of Fore1gn Muusten 
of non aligned countrtes m August 1975, represenb.og 
83 nahons, that lhts aspect of non ahgnment recetved a 
closer attenbon Its strong economtc O\ertones marked 11 
from e:uber meets, thus predetemnntng the character of the 
forthcommg Colombo Conference of the Heads of State and 
Government of Non Al1gned Countncs The Luna declara 
t1on sought to strengthen the umty and sobdanty of non 
abgned states m lhcar search for a new economJc order ID­
volvmg naturally, the findmg of sOluhon to problems whtch 
affect these states m the fields of trade, transfer of resources 
etc Secondly, as the Luna meet unde~cored, co-operahon 
among developtng countnes conshtutes an mtegrn.l part cf lD 

ternattonal economtc co-cperahon 

0£ momentous s1gndicance tCt the DOD ahgoed for n-olv 
mg a new mtcrnat10nal econom1c order, free from dtscnmma 
hon m trade, explOitation of resources, etc. was the 6th 
Spec1al UN Gcncr:~l Assembly sesston of the UN held tn 
1974 on problelll$ of raw matenal resources and economtc 
development Thts was the first UN sesston convened m 1lS 
hiSI:ory to consukr a "1de rnnge of qucshons lm\::cd With tn 
ternahonal economtc relahons whtch h:uJ been exacerbated 
lately 10 the non $~t;Ihs~ "'-Qrlr;l Tbe tieads of state, f~1sn 
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rmmsters and other leading statesmen of about 100 countnes 
took part m the geneml dJSCUSSIOD at the Spec1al Ses~non 
Most speakers emphasiSed that the present dJscnaunatory 
economic and trade relations ex1stmg m the v.orld must be 
ended and that the time had come tr> replace tbem by relat1oru 
of equahty and co-operatiOn 

The sponsors of tbe sessmn naturally were non al1gned 
counlnes They evaluated the sJgwficance of the new pos1 
hve tendencies m ullemall.onal relatiOns marked by detente 
by departure from cold war and by normahsahon of relatJoru 
between great powers These tendc:ncu~s as they noted must 
be further developed and extended The 'Jlurd World they 
added must play an unporta.nt role m chscussmg and solv 
mg the fundamental 1ntemahonal JSSoes They aU stressed 
the need to abandon the present system of relahons wh1ch 
makes 1t posstble for .. an economieaUy developed !lllllonty' 
to capture raw matenal markets to perpetuate the system 
of plunder and to pump out the resources of the Thrrd World 
They proposed a new ~tem wh1ch would equally cons1der 
the mterests of all countnes The developed countnes they 
stressed from the UN rosturm must untte m order to upboJd 
tbe1r demands 

The demands of dcvelopmg countne.s were surmned up 
by the Group of 77 1a the shape of a draft DeclarafJOD on 
the Establishment of a N~ Internattonal EconomiC Order 
and a draft Programme of Acllon The documents ~orked out 
by the Specl81 Sess1on on the bas1s of these drafts st~ss tbat 
!he present order d1rectly runs counter to the Jakst pos1t1ve 
tendencies 1n mternahona! poJ1flcal and economiC relations 
and further WJdens the gap between developed and devr:Top-­
mg countnes The remnants of co1oma1Jsrn and fo~Jgo 
dom.tnahon rncJ.al dlSC11m.Jnatton apartheid and nco-calo­
U1ahsm m all Jts mand'estaltons reut3.Jn the documents state 
These are the mam obstacles to the full Jiberahon and progress 
of devcTopmg countnes 
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The new JntematJonal econOJDte order, as pomted out 
by the Dec:larnl!on adopted by the SCSSJon, must be based on 
the full observance of pnnCJplcs ld'e sovemgn equabty oC 
states, terr1tonat Jntcgnty. nght of people to self determma­
hon, pnnc1ple of ~nadmtsslbJldy of setzure of fomgn temtory 
by force, and also non mtervenhon m the lDtemal aft'a1rs of 
states It JS necessal)' to recognise tbc ngbt of every srate to 
estabhsb the econom.•c and soc:l8.1 system whu::h tt CODS1den 
su1ts best 1ts own ec:onom•c development, the nght of every 
country to exercJSe mabeoabJe sovere1gnty ovec 1ts natural 
resources and over the ent1re range of mtemal economiC deve­
lopment nus !Deludes the nght of DabOnabSBhOD, tO tndem· 
Dlty and full compeosat1on for cxplottatJ.on and depletion 
of natural and raw matena\ resources or for damagec; m8.1ct 
ed It also Includes full compensatJOD for exploitation and 
selfish ufJiuatroa of manpower and resources of these 1tates, 
their temtonu and peoples 

The documCDt recogruses the ngbt of control by deve· 
1Dplng countnes ewer the funchomng of totemat1011al cor­
poratrous, lbe nght to set up ao: equitable correlatron bet 
ween pnces of raw matenal products, fimshtd goods aud 
sean manufactuRd goods exported by devclopmg couotnes 
and pnces of manufactwed good$. means: of pcoduelrorr 8Dd 
eqUipment Jmported by 'thud World countnes and the nght 
to set up and strengthea the producers• assoctattons deal1ng 
w.1th the maLR caw marenal produ(:tJ 

The Programme of Actaon outbues concrete measures 
destgned to fac11ttatc the mdcpendcnt cconom1c progress o[ 
developiPJ couotnes 

The soczahst start'S supported the sta11d taken by deve­
lopmg states and also tbc drafts of rc5oluttons submitted 
by them and made spcctfl.c suggeshons about unprovmg thc1r 
content 

The USA, BniAID, the FRO and other econooucatty deve-
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loped Western po\\ers found themselves lQ a dUiic:ult post­
liOn at the Spec1al Sess1on Adrmthng the (ull gtaVlty o( 

the present economic SJtuatJon m the '\\orld. these countrtes, 
Dt the S!UDe lime. tned to absolve themselves of responsibili­
ty for 1t They attempted to absolve themselves of the JUSI 

accusalloos of dcvelopmg states and to tnttiiUdate these eoun­
tnes w1th the threat of f:!.cmg consequences to whlch the 
adoptJon of the resolutJon \\auld lead They offered pro­
posals rumed at pre:sc:mng the domm:t.nc:e of foretgn mono­
pohes m the 11utd World 

Typ1cal was the speech of US Secretary of Sute Henry 
Ktssmger who, In effect, cb:t.llenged the legttunacy of un1ty 
of developmg countnes aimed o:t controUmg the world pnces 
of the raw matenals they produce The establishment of 
"such cartels", be sa1d, would only lead to the esbbl.tsh 
ment of a bloc of countnes consumtng raw matenals, that 
u, to the further decpeD.IDg of contra(hctlon between the 
developed countncs of the West and devdopmg countnes 
He did not refer at aU to the so~1go ngbts of developwg 
countnes over thc:ll resources Other UDporlant demands 
were also 1gnored 

As expected, Chma's contribuhon was conspicuous by 
absence of advancmg constructive proposals The Peking 
represenl.ahve, on the contrary, used all the talent be had to 
attempt to dtSC~dlt the name of the USSR m order to u.nder­
mme 1ts growtDg rconomJc co-ope:ratlon w11h developmg 
countnes He hardly mentiOned "bo the rul plunderers of 
Third World countnes v. tte No accusu::~g finger was pomt 
ed by him towards the US monopolies and trans nai!Ona1 
corporahons and he pracbcally excluded from the ltst of e-,: 
pl011ers the monopolies of We1tetn Europe and Japan 

The USSR and other soc1ahst countnes took a dear-cut, 
construchve and pnnc1pled pos!l!On on problems of rnw 
matenals and e~nmm~; development The USSR Fore1p 
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Mmtster, Andre1 Gromyko. stattd the Soviet pOStliOD clearly, 
Wllbout any equwocat•Oil The USSR bliS been S)'111pathet•c 
to the efl'orts made by dcvtloplDg countnes to ebmmate, as 
IWifUy as posstble, the bentagc of thetr past and sharply to 
accelerate economtc growth rates To tbts day many devo­
Jopmg counrnes rema•n objt'CtJ of exploitatJoD by fore1gu 
mo.aopoly capital They occupy subordmate pos1t10D5 Jn 
the system of mtemahonal t'JJ.p1t.alw dJVlSJO.c of labour For 
e1gn. monopohes and lll.Ultul&tlOnat corpora.hons, as before, 
tnllntatn control over key sectors of economy 10 the Thud 
World Foretgn-abovc aU, DlUltt nahonal corporations-­
control more than halt of world trade tn raw matenals as 
has been pointed out by a study conducted by a group o! 
UN experts Secretanat, 1\-fulfhtational Corpot.alloos Jn WorJd 
Denlopmenl (1973) Dunng 1971, accordJDg to thlS study, 
the volume of dtrect fotetgn captta1 mvestments by US mullJ­
nat•onat corporations alone amounted to 4,800 mttlton dollars 
w1ule tbe~r profits (m the shape of drvtdcnds, mterest. pay 
mem for licenses, patents and tnaDagenat semce) reac&cd a 
sum nearly tw1ce as hrgb-9,000 mrUwn doU:rrs n 15 rbese 
mbltr aahonaJ corpon~twns wh•ch played • stnu1et role Jd 

creat1ng the energy cnSJs tn the Western World 

1be econom1c postttoPS of "'lurd~World COUDincs have 
worsened Dot merely because prOfits are dramcd out by the 
"'metropobtan .. countnts Non..equnra1etlt excbaop 11 op­
eratmg 1n fuU force, pnet:S of raw m.atenal! and manufactur­
ed goods fluctuate, monetary and linancral cnses rage wu'h 
full fury 

It IS netessary to ellmtn:ttc from. th1s .I)'Stcm the sur~ 
Ytva.1s of co1ontahsm and neo-co1omahsm and all forms of 1n 
equ11hty 11nd dtscnmmahon 1lus u V1tal for accclerahng 
the proecss o( fndustnahsa.tton of dcvciDptng cauntncs In 
1965-1910 pcr1od the growth of mdustn:d r.1te of production 
sn developing countn~. wh1ch had ehmtnatd coloDJ.::IIum 
~nd \3U!I.~btd upon 1nd.ustn:.lt\:ibcm, a-ver.as,cd 6'1 per cent 



140 Non Al,&"m4!n' Legacy of Nehru 

whereas m 1972 n bad reached 8 2 per cent The constnJc 
lion of core mdustnes, hkc power engmecnng. metallurgy. 
heavy engmeenag, pelro-cb~lcals, etc , IS bemg speeded up 
m many countnes Wltb public sec:lor commandmg the: econo­
mic he1ghls as 10 JDd1a Th1s had resulted m mvts1ble stnlc 
tural changes 10 the1r economy For UlSta:nc:c:. one thml of lhc: 
GNP now comes from Industry and only om: fifth from agn· 
~ullure 

Ho\\ever, tlus represents only nlrend, not the enllre real 
tty, of the e~onom1c hfe lDS1de Tbrrd World countnes As 
IS noted m documents drafted by UN and lLO experts, JD no 
developmg state has mdustr1al development reached a scale 
comparable to a developed state The developmg countr:Jes 
have 70 per cent of worlds population but they account for 
only seven per cent of the world's gross mdustrJal product 
lndustna1J5atton of developmg countnes lS HDpeded largely, 
apart from mtemal conservatiVe elements tn the economy. by 
the lilStabJbty of world capstabst ~anomy As tbe Peruvtan 
newspaper Expmo (March 9 1975) satd. the tndustnalJsed 
captlabst states "have sbtfled the burden of eronom•c cnsts .. 
to tbese countnes 

MortOver, as 1S stated m a document drawn up by the 
Group-77, "'fore1gn and cotorual rule, fore1gn occupahon all 
fonns of foretgn aggrcsstoo ractal d15cnmmat10n aparthetd. 
tmpenahsm and neo-eolontallsm. m all 1ts forms conshtute to 
be among the greatest obstacles to the emanctpahon and pro­
gress of developmg countnes and therr peoples .. 

The developtng countnes therdore, tt}Cct the need for 
mduslnat development that JS Imked With forctgn mterests 
They reJect mdustnal development b~ on the mercenary 
achvthes of b1g mulbnahoaal corporanons whtch conshtule 
a new type of tmpena1tst penetrahon Genu1.11e 1adependent 
economtc development presupposes due nttenhon bemg pa1d 
to mamtou.nmg ttanom.Jc ~lahons WJth all counlnC$ on the 
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lepllmate and just c:ondibotiS of equabty nnd nspect for aU 
countnes 

The Thrrd World demonstrated JlS fundamental uody 
m February 1976 ot Manda where the miDIStenal-levtl 
meetmg of Group of 77 (now grown to 110) was bold The 
Manila DeclaratJon reaflirmed th~: urgency for a op;w ec:ono­
.IDJC order wh1ch aloo~: could enabl~: the developmg COUDlnes 
lo forhfy theJr pobtu:at mdcpeudmce With ecooom1c mdepend· 
eoce and sell-fl:banee Th~: DP:W econ.om1c order Js lO be based 
.. DD JUStice and equahty wh1ch will ellmmat~: th~: mequ1table: 
tcoDDDllc structures DDposed on develop1og couatnes, pnDCl· 

pally through du= explo11atwn and marke.tmg of thelt nalural 
resources and weallb " 'Ih Mawla Dec:laratJon, as the: Eco· 
nomic Times (February 8, 1976) wrote, condemned and e­
JeCted "all forms of dJscnmmatJoo, threats and coerave econo­
DDc pobc1es, eJthp;r duect or mdlred. agamst mdmdual or 
groups of developlllg COUDines " 

On the eve of the Mamla meetmg of the emergmg c:oun· 
toes, US Secretary of Stale K1ssmger JSSUC:d a threat to them 
10 a language that was mbmtdatoJy 10 tone and derogatory 
to the sell·respect of hundreds of mlllsom mhabUmg these 
vastSirctehcs of the globe Onlanuary 30, 1976, he told the 
US Senate Fmance Comm1ttec 

.. I have asked each of our embas&1es overseas to make 
clear to Jts host govemmenlS that one of lbe factors by wh1eh 
we will measure the value wb1ch that govemment attaches to 
us relaiJons wath us will be tts statements and votes on that 
fairly lmuted number of tSsues wluc:h we mdlc:ale are of JDJ.• 
portance to us to IDtematJooat forums" 

Pollhc:al leaders 1D India nsbiJy tool. tlus statement lo 
mean that KJSSmger bad warned the Third World coualnes 
"to behave" and vole 10 the UN aad at other world bocbes to 
SUit US JDterests. 1f. as tbe US Scc:relaly of State chose to state, 
they want .. prefercohal trade treatment" 
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whereas 1n 1972 Jt bad r~chcd 8 2 per cc.at The construe· 
han of core mdustnes, like po'\\"ee' eng1necnng. metallurgy, 
heavy eng1ncenng, petro-chel1liCDls, etc , u bemg speeded up 
sn many countnes wllh public sector commandu:~g the econo-­
mic hc1ghts as •n Jruha Tins bnd resulted •a mY1sJble struc· 
lural changes tn lhcar economy For 1nst:mce, one thm! of lbe 
GNP naw comes from Industry and only one fiflb from agn· 
culture 

H~evcr, tlus repttsents only a trend. not the enbrc ttal 
Jty, o1 tbe econonnc li1t: ms1dt: "tbml Wm\d eoun\neS A'S 
" noted m documents dr.~lted by UN and lLO nperts, JD no 
dcvelopmg state has andustr1al development reached a scale 
comparable to a devc:loped stare 'I1te devclopmg countnts 
hsvc: 70 per cent of warld s poputahon but they nec:ount for 
only sevca per cent of the world's gross 1DdUSU1a1 product 
JndusblalJsatJon of dcvtJopJDg couotnes JS wpeded Jargcly, 
apart from mtemal c:Onservallve: elements m the economy, by 
the JDStabJhty of world c:apitaJJsl ecouomy As the Pm~V~an 
newspaper Expreso (March 9, 1975) S:J.Jd the aadustrzallsed 
c:ap1fabst states "have sh1ftcd the burden of ccoaoauc: crisiS"' 
to tbcsc cauntnes 

Momwer. as 1s stated 'IIi a document dra\\'ll vp by the 
Group-'77, "'fomga and colonsal mle. fomga. occupat100. all 
tonns of fore1go aggrcss1ou, DC13\ dtsenmmatton, DP:J.rlhetd. 
unpenaliSm. and neo-colODta.hsm m all 1ts forms camtttute to 
be among the patcst cbstacles to the cmanapahon and pro­
gress of d.evetopmg tD'Jn\nCS and thtar peoples n 

The dcvcloptng couatnes,. therefore rejeCt the J'leed for 
mdUSinal d~lopmept that 15 Jm\.ed With (oreJgn JnfCieSts 
They reJect mdustnat developmeat based on the merccaaty 
u.ct1VJhes of b1g mull1Dahaaat corporahons wh1ch conshture 
a new type of unpcnal15t pcaetr:tiiOD Gcnume Independent 
ec:onom.Jc development prr:supposes due artenhob bt1cg pa1d 
to maLO.tamtcg econamt~ relations WJib all c:ountncs on tll; 
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JegtUmatc and JUSI condtllons of equably and respect for aU 
COUDtnes 

The Third World danonstrated tts fundamental umty 
m Februacy 1976 at Manda where the munsterta!-Jevel 
meetmg of Group of 77 (now grown to 110) was held The 
M;mJia Declarat1oD reaffirmed the urgency for a aew ecooo· 
mtc order whtch alone could enable lbe d...,lop1ng countnes 
to forltfy the~r pohttcal mdepcadence wtth ecoooonc mdepelld· 
ence DDd self-rehaoce The new economiC:: order JS to be based 
"oo JUStice and equably which Will eliDllJUite rhe Inequitable 
economic structures Imposed on developing countr1es, pnna• 
pally through tbe exploJtallon DIJd marketJDg of their naturaJ 
resources and \\talth ' The Manda Declaration, as the Eco· 
nomic TUDOI (FebruaJ)I 8, 1976) wrote, coodemned ODd re­
Jected .. all forms of d1scnmmatJon, threats and coerc1ve econo­
mic pobc1es, CJtbc:r dJrect or JDdJrcct, agaJDSt IDdJVJdual or 
groups of developmg couotnes" 

On tbe eve of rhe Manila meetmg of rhe emergmg coua­
tnes, US Secretary of State Klssmger usued D threat to them 
JD a language that was mtun1datory 10 tone and derogatory 
to lbe &elf respect of hundreds of millloas mhabnmg these 
vastslrelches of lhe globe On JaoU31)130, 1976, he told lhe 
US SeDate F1DBDCC Commtttee 

"I have asked each of our emb35SlCS overseas to make 
clear to Jts host governments that one of the factors by wluch 
we will measure the value wb1eh that government aHacbes to 
1ts rcJatJons wttb us will be 1ts statements and votes on that 
fa1rly !muted number of 1ssues wluch we mchcate arc of liD'" 

portanc:e to US ID JDfemahODDI forums " 

PohtJcal leaden JD lndJa r1ghtly took th1s statement to 
mean that KISSihgeJ bad warned the Tlurd World eounlrJeS 
• to behave'' and vote JD the UN aDd at other world bod'Jes to 
sun US mterests. 1f. as the US Secretmy of State diose to state, 
they want "preferenhal trade treatment • 
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The people o! the Third World countnes ha\e lre:~led 
such outbursts of Ktssmger With all the contempt he descnres 
In therr m1nds he has come to be Jdenhfied w1th illl the d1rt 
Wa.ilimgton chums. out, day m o.nd day out, m 1ts \\orld 
machme bu1lt to 1nhm1datc the emergmg na!Jons Dcspde 
the setbacls US fore1gn poltcles suffer, fresh blood leeps On 
bemg pumped mto tl\e FDTCI£R Secretary's sagglng smews 
by the multi nationals wh1ch he represents f1uth!ully and \\hom 
he setves loyally The 11urd World countnes w1U never 
forget how Pnme Mm1ster Jndlfa Gandh1 defined the role 
of these mulh nahon::tls m her st;rrmg address to the plenary 
session of the Alg1ers non aligned summ1t 

"As the econom1c struggle bc:comes marc ncute, the long­
suppressed vo1ces of people sharpen. but w1th every step for­
ward the reststance of entrenched groups often ahgned With 
foreign mtcresrs, especially the faceless multi oafJonoti cor­
porilhons, becomes more vebl:llJent, unscrupulous, and, ot 
the same hme, more subtle ond snvidJOus, for 11 IS no longer 
overt but lnduectly subvmtve and provocahve In Ind1a 
we see these constrawts m operallon every day " 

A predomm:mt tendency 1n mzn:y developmg couo.tnes 
lS, therefore, growmg m the dlfechon of mtroducmg legisla­
tion for restrtctlng the 1nfluecce of mulh n:J.honal corpora 
hans and for estabhsh1ng control over them This 1S 
prompted by lhe scr1ous concern of young states at the 1ncreas­
mc, economic acd pohhcal mfluencc of the corporauons. m 
the mtemal affa.trs of these countnes 

The developing oouotnes and mulh nallonals virtually oc 
cupy dtametm:ally oppos1te stands The recent Second Ses 
SlOP of the Inter GoveriUllental Conuruss1on of the UN Eco­
nouuc and Soc1a\ CounCl\ (ECOSOC) 1n Luna eloquently 
showed thiS The maJonty of delegahons from devclopwg 
countnes stressed the need to take effechve measures for rc-­
stnctmg the actmhes of mult1 nationals The repteseDtaUves 
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of Peru, Atgena, Argentma, Mateo and mlllly other coun 
tnes came out for strengthenmg tbe untied antJ Jmpena115t 
front wbtcb ts essenhol for suceessfully oppostog the pobcy 
of muJtl natJonaJ COJPOr:drons 

The Western reprcsentataves, on the other hand, lned 
to JUSit!y the rapaCIOUS nature of multJ nat1onals and em 
beJJJSh the1r acltYJites JD all developing coWJtnes 

Delegates from sOCJallSt countries took a pnnCJplc:d pos1 
bon at the sess1on The Sovaet dclegahon stressed fhat the 
acllvtty of mulb nationals, whu:h frequently 1nterfere m the 
poltbcal and econom1c afl'aus of developmg countnes, posed 
a d1rcct threat to the1r natJonal sovereignty The SovJ.et dele­
gation supported the stand of developtng couatncs wbrch 1n 
SlSted lhar lbe elaboratiOn of a eode of bebavwur lor mulb 
national corporattons should be constdered a rask of pnme 
tmportante A SIJDllar pDSIIJOQ was taken by tbe represen 
tahves of other soc1abst states 

A remarkable feature of lbe Second Sess1on of the 
ECOSOC was Jts anll unpenalJSt du'ectlon 1be represen 
tataves of deve1opmg COUDtnes JDSJsted on workmg our an 
zntemafwnal ag~meor whiCh would ban any mtederence by 
mull1 nallomtl corpomhons m tbe1r pobucal hfe, wbefe:Js lhe 
representauves of Western states sougbt to relaiD the eond1 
boos for the uncontroUed actiYJbes of multi nallobals As 
the head of the Peruv1an delegafton, b:luardo Valdes, sa1d 
m a press mterv1ew ''The work ol the Second ECOSOC ses 
SIDD can be pOSIIlvely evaluated 'Ibc very tact that the ques 
t1on or curbmg mu1h nat1onzals was openly discussed JS of un 
mense Jmportance for developmg states" "\Ve note With 
grcal sahsfachon," be srud, 'that an the course of the dtSCUS 
&JOn the Sov1e1 Un•on and other countrac.s backed deveJopang 
naiiDDS In tum the developang countnes demoastrated tbe1r 
rc:admess and determ1DBIIOD to COIDbiDC their efforts With the 
moves made by tbe socJ:ahsl states " 
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The rourth sesston of the UN Confcrtncc on Trade ond 
Development (UNCI' AD) beld m Natrobt brought out sharp­
ly, as th~ SoVltt M.m\Stet of Tn.de Nlkolat P3.tolu:hcv stale!, 
lhe exutencc of not only t\\O oppostte socao-economJc systems 
!n the v.ot1d but o! .. two dlamctnc3.11)' opposttc appro::aches 
to est:tbhs'tung re1aUDDl w1tb developmg countnes" 

The Sov1e1 ~hnlSter stated m btS .speech at the conference 

"'We :u-e sure that 10 present-day ccmdtttons the newly· 
free countnes can perfectly oppose tbe unpcrJ~t d1kt:lf and 
~k JUSt. 1 e • equ~ et:onomtc ~"bt1ons The SoVlet UntoD 
and otber .soetah.st countries do not dtvorc:e tbeJ..r .support of 
the developtog states• struggle (or spcc:dmg up thc:u· pro~ 
from lbe struggle for the further deepeOJ.ng of detente, for 
peace and sec.unty."" 

The head of the So•net deleg.o.tfoo supported lhe resolve 
of Ast:m, Afnr::an nnr;! La\ln Aillencan countnes to shake off 
1mpen:thst e.xplo1lahon and 10 d.Jspose of lbelt Jl:J.Itonal w~th 

N S Patohcbev potnted to \be USSR's preparedness to 
co-operate for radically reshapmg the world ruw m:1tenal 
market structu~. for treahng b.vourab1e condtttons for the 
developtng countnes to boost the export of llldu.stnal goods 
of tbeu: own nnd 10. form.tng thel.l' own technolopcal potc:n­
\la\ 

Dwellu1g on Pekmg representative's attacks on soclal­
tst coun\nes and on detente, the head of tlle SoVIet delega· 
han expressed Ius finn convn;hon that the problems C:tcmg 
the UNCfAD coulr;! be wlved only m an atmosphere ot: 
busJDesslU..e dtSCUSs1on, free lrom sbccr demagogy The malr~ 
ctous auack.s made by the representatlve of Chma, cl:ummg 
a spe.c1a\ role m the world and actmg as the herald of a new 
world war, agaum the policy of dete.nte, agamst the strength 
cmng of peace and ~cunty, he sa1d, hardly need to be 
commented upon The slanderous coneoc:bons of the re­
presentattves of tlus power ngatnst the SOClllllst countnes, 
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N S Po.tolu:hev pomted out, arc aamed at undemumog the 
coopernt1on between SOCialist and dcvelop1ng states, at under· 
mmmg the solldanty of the forces commg out for the abohllon 
of the old cconom1c order and, therefore, run counter to the 
mterests of the developmg countnes, to the mterests of suug .. 
gle agamst 1mpenabsm and colonuahsm. 

Speilkang at the conference, Indaa's Mm1Ster for Com .. 
met«, Shn D P Chollopadhyaya, wd that tho w•delliDg of 
comm.ercJat and econom1c relahons wllb the SOCiahst com· 
muruty of states 15 the most IIDportant prerequJSate for 
stRnglbentng the pos1bons of develOpiDg c:ountnes 10 mtcr .. 
D.O.bonal tr:u!e 

• We regard fore1gn economte relat1ons to be an eO'ccllve 
means facdatatang the cilii)'IDg out of pollllcal and econo­
IDJC tasl.s 'Ibe rmght and cohesaon of the commun11y of 
SOC1allst countnc.s have been groWing slrD'Ilger through ccono­
nuc mtegratlon Coopcrataon wath the developing states 15 
faclbtallng the restructunng of thC11" economy and SOCial hfe 
on progressave pnnCJplcs " 

Earher m the Report ho staled 
• It IS qu1te clear now that walh the present correlahon 

of class forces m the world, the hberated couatnes ue qwtc 
capable of resiShng zmpcna.hst diktat and acbiCVUig JUSt­
that JS, equal--econom.1c relabom " 
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Indtan Ocean As A Zone of Peace 

Even the cnemtes o( noo o.hgnmc:at wall oot deny thal 
non ahgrunent has become mdtvtstble £rom peace ~olbtng 
u more abhorrtnt to non altgnment th:m mtlttaty p:~.cts and 
bases wh1ch whtle S"'tv!Ug the global and rc:gtonal ob}ec:hves 
o( unpenallsm prepare the sod Cor war Destdes these bases 
ate sought to be used as spnngboards of attack sgamst the 
awakened Afro-AMan ~ountnes Thls 1~ e!optCtally true O[ 
the lndtan Ocean wlueh washes the shores o[ 20 such U\ 

d-"'pendc:nt states not counhng ~\l'eral 1S1:J.nds and clusters 
of lSlands whtch are sttU dc:peodenctes o[ \\c:;tetn powers 
As the Catro Conference of non abgned countnes declared 

'The conkrence condemns the exprused wtenuon of 
\lllpenahst powers to es.tabllSb bases m the Indtan Ocean as 
a calculated attempt to mhmtdate the emerpng countncs 
of Afnca and Asta and an unwarranted cxtenston of \he 
pohcy a[ noo-coloruahsm ~d unpena.llsm 

The Cano dectat'ahon assumed grea.te.r urgency and 
added nnportance a{ter \he US Governments dttlSIOD became 
known that tt was fast turmng the Otego Garcta eommuruca 
lton centre m the lndaao. Ocean m.to a run ftedg.e.d nuclear 
mdtlary base E::Uerna.I Atraars M1mster Mr Y B Chavan 
lllformed the Lok: Sabh3. on March 18 1976 that the 
Du~go Garcta base wluch "'as bemg developed as a fu.U 
fledged US naval base IIUght also have nuclear factht1es 
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D1ego Oarc1a, a hny 1sli1nd 10 the Jnd1an OccaD, m the 
Chogos Archopelogo obout 1,700 lms southwest ol thelndoon 
sub-contJnent, has figured prommently 10 the world press 

Aggressive unpcn:ahst c1rcles arc plannmg to use thiS 
JStet, a mere 27 sq Lm tn area, for scltmg up a maJOr m1h 
tary bose As lor b~~<:l os 1966, the USA 011d Bn<om sogoed 
an agreement to budd m1htary zruti11latiODJ on the Chagos 
Arth1pc:I::J.go and also on the three 1sla.ads of Aldabr;:a, Fur .. 
quhar ttnd Des Roches, all Bnhsb colomal possessaons 10 

the Indailn Occ::an Fmillly, Waslnngton and London :m 
nounccd lhat only Du~go GtLrtJa would have a US naval com 
mun•callons stahon In the spnng of I 973 the stttllon went 
1nto ope:r:allon 

The Pentagon got the Dntuh govemmenl to agree to a 
SlgRLficant expansaon of D1ego Gan::1a •nstaUaUons, makmg 
the 1slaad a maJOr mthlal)' outpost m the lDd1an Ocean 
There arc pJans afoot for extendmg the Jandmg sJFJp on 
Doego Gorcoa, depeodong the lwbour, and buddmg port 
fac1hhcs to take US warsh1ps mcludmg Polans submannes 

The estabbshmcnt of llus new JDJblary bndgebead m 
the lndaan Ocean as a key element m the far reaclung deslgDs 
of Wests top bross As the \Vosluagtoo Post (Januaoy 30, 
1974) noted, a US base on Otego Gatcla would mal:e Jt far 
eas1er for the Umted Slates to assert ttself tluougbout the 
ent~te area 

The mtblarasts 10 the USA aod some other Western 
stales have long sought to entrench thea "presence., here 
The dlSpalch of spccull Am.cnca.n. naval squadrons to the 
Bay of Bengal m December 1971 (at the hetght of the strug 
gle for liberation 1n Bangladesh) and to the Stratt of Bab el 
Mandeb 10. October 1973 (when hosb.bllcs ftiUCd. up m the 
M1ddlc East) showed conclu11vely enough how dangerous 
return to postttons-of streogth poltCJea arc A task force 
of US w:trsh1ps from the 71h Oect keeps on plymg the waters 
of the huhan Ocean at the present time 
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Uphll now the navol base m Bahrem bas been tho Pen 
tagoo s stronghold 1n the lnd1i1D Ocean But, JUdg~ag from 
fore1gn press reports the US will soon have to lca"e 11. Slm:e 
tho Bahn:on G~MDU~~ont has decoded to suspond tho 1ooso 

Bntam h:as a naval OOsc at SunoastCNo11 10 South Afnc:a 
From thls stra.tepc vantage po1at 1t controls entry mto the 
lndoOJI Ocean from lhc Allanbc 

In the e:~.stcra sector of the Ind1:m Occ.:m there lS a. 
large comb1ned US and Dnhsh D.:I.Y;:J.l base at Cocl..bura. Sound 
oa Austra\.ia s south v.cs1ern coast FID3lly, the Bntls.h 
base at S1ngaporc controls the key passage mto the Indtan 
Ocean from the P:lcJfic Under the 1971 agreement bet 
ween. Bntam A.ustraha., New Zc:tl;md Ma.\afSt3. nnd Smga. 
pore Dntam matnta.w tn thiS AICa stx fngates or destroy 
crs a umt of tong range aucr.dt som.e helicopters and Blr 
homo and pound lao= 

"Ibc unpcnahst mW.huy presence m the Iod1an Oc:e:m 
aho rebcs hcavdy on US bases m tbc Pacific .IDJportant 
slrongbolds onentcd also towards the lnd1an Ocean are the 
bases at Sattalup m Th:ulaud and at SubJc Bay ID the Plubp­
pmes Bcs1des there lS the base on Gu:tm. from where sub­
manncs eater the lnd1an Oc:cau. 

Nevetlhe\css ~ lnd1an ~an sbU lonns a gap between 
the bulk of US and Bnt1sh armed. forces permanently de­
ployed on the one s1de tn the Atlan.t1c and the Mcd1tcnao 
ean and 1n the Paclfic on the other Ncrdless to say tt 
could qu1ckly become the c:onnect1ng lmk m thts entli'C pat 
tern of naval strategy lf the plans for a large base at D1ego 
Garcaa arc pushed ahe:ad 

The moves taken to enlarge the D1ego Garc1a bndgehead 
mdJcate that tbe US mtends to 1mpart a broader and more 
p•IIWU1ent character to tis prnc.nc:c lD the Indian Ocean 
Moreover the poss b1hty cannot be ruled. out that a.fter D1ego 
Garc1a the other Bnbsh ulands ltsted In the afomnenllon 
ed 1966 agreement will also be developed 
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The esiOibhshment of SUCh ISlilnd bases IS Jmked With 
the Pcnt.::ason's .. gr.::and oce.::an strategy" In 1971 the Wash 
lngion Post m1htary correspondent s~ud th:1t reg.::ardmg the 
US m1htary machmc to the Gu:am Doctnne was hkcly to 
tum the N:tvy mto the domtn:ant nnn o( the serm:e before 
the close ol the present deC.ilde Small wonder the US Navy 
1s 01lre:ady getung o b1gger sh:~re of budget appropnahons 
than any other ann of the scmee 

It 15 cle:tr that these des1sns square up w1th other plans 
harboured by the more zealous cold war warners It Js 
symptom.:.hc~ for mstance., that the North Athmt1c Assem­
bly, n gnthenng o( Parhnmentannns from NATO counlnes, 
called 10 1972 for permanent Western naval presence m 
the lnd1an Ocean 

The colomaltst r:tcmhst regtmes tn southern Afnca are 
BDXIOUs Ia Implement the1r adventumltc des1gns The Mala­
gasy paper H1la Si Re says they are trymg to get the plans 
for knockmg together one more-a South Atlantic-bloc 
off the ground 

Pubhc opm1on 1n httornl as well ns m hmterland states 
has, therefore, been mHamed by Pentagon's mcend1ary meas­
ures of turnmg Dtego Garcta mto a nuclear m1htary base tn 

the lndtan Oce:lD The storm of protests lashed the shores of 
cauntncs far beyond the waters of the Indaan Ocean whose 
age old tranquJlhty 1s sought to be d1sturbed by US unpenal 
1sm An 1dea of th1s md1gnatmn was revealed by the form 
er US Ambassador m New Delh1 Chester Bowles who sa1d 
m an art1cle m the N~w York 'Iimts "Whalever Amenca's 
ratmnaltsahon, D1ego Garoa has come to symbolJ.Se the most 
recent example of needless Amenc:an mterference 1n ASia " 

lt shocked the Arro AsJan op1mon to Jearn that the US 
Government had rec:e1ved behmd the-sctne encouragement 
from Pel."'ng to 'go ahead wtth ds plans 10 the Tnd1an 
Ocean As the New$Wrek revealed, In adopbng the decJSJOD 
to cre.:Jte a l.1rse m.tlrlary base m the ]tJdr~rr Oqc:an, "WaslliDS 
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ton secured belt approv:ll from Pek.mg'" Cbu1a's mohves 
m ~eerng that the US c:ontmu~ t\s ptese:rtce m \he repon 
JS two-rotd F1rst, 1t J.S mottvated by morbtd tlnh-SoVJetmn 
wh1ch 15 the prtnt1p~1 ouenta\\on o( l'chng s (oretgn pohcy 
The 1ime (March 29, 1976) wrote nfter former pres1 
dent Nuon s Vl.Slt to Ch1na \hat \he Rport he sent to Ford 
nnd K1ssmger 'md•catcd that Mao's rnoti\C 1a extendtng the 
mvnataon l'l as to Sl£n:J.l Pc:l..lng s our ndmg tonetm tb:lt the: 
US nm:un a strong counter wc1ght to Sov1et pov. cr ID As1a.." 
Secondly, Cluna pursues ats 0\\"n great power amb1\1on tn the: 
Zone wh1ch, n~ the prcvatbng \\Otld s1tu;~,tton, 1t can a.chte\'C 
only 1f US presence 1s not t\Jmm:~.ted The Da•ly Ttlc 
grnph (July 4, 1973) wrote of Ind•a's :J.nxacty over the "'grow .. 
1ng Chmese naval presence m the lnd•:m Ocean~ The paper 
cmph3.SlSc:d tbat til<: "Clum:se pl:m to fire an mtercontJDenbl 
balhst•c dlWlle across the lnd•aa su~conhnent mto the 
Ind1:m Ocean 1s, m the Jnd1an eyes more 1n the nntun: 
of a bang: to announce Chmesc supcnonty 1n tbe reg1on " 
Ir some day the Amencans. diSCOver they c:tnnot tum the 
lnd1an Ocean 1nto thetr "lake .. , they will h11vc no compunc­
tton to mduct Clunese presence Into 11 What else dtd Moy 
ruhan mean wbcn be asked wby the lndi:m Ocean sboulc! 
contmue bemg called the Jnd1an Ocean? He to1d the Press 
Club 'Why call tt the lndtan Ocean? One may well c.all 
11 the M:~:dagascar Sea'' Mr Swaran Smgh, the then Ex 
lema\ Aft;:urs Munster, gave a fithng answer m the Lok 
Sabba on March 6 1974 "Who Is he to change tbe name 
based Oo. geographtea\ sttuahon'~' lt 1s no gtfl o( the US 
Government or 1ts Ambassador" 

The ap~henSlons of lnd.1a m regard to Penbgon•'l 
desue o( bu1Idmg m1htary bases: m the Indtan Ocenn 1s shar 
ed by aU Afro-A51an 5la.tes They look upon th1s and other 
bases as a source of menace to thett soveretgoty nnd mde 
tx=nderu:e to the.1r process<=s of progttssJVe natwnal rec::on 
strochon started after tbetr release !rom co1ontahsm and to 
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lht1r \tl)' ptoce and secunty Tbe non olrgncd countncs 
and the Organosotron of Arnoan Umty bO\e all nprcsscd 
lhtJr alonn at thiS ommous dC\'Ciopment The organ of the 
Afncon Soc:J<ty, Cairo, sard (l\farch 15, 1974) 

"It IS truly SUtpnsmg to find the brg Wcstem natrons 
lallmg or the secunty of the JndJan Ocean at present, wbere.­
ns they hove long held numerous mrbtDI)' bases rn thJS a10a 
and •n the countr1es ovcrtoo'k•ng the Ocean. such as the nu .. 
clear submanne base rn Drego Ciaraa. "'h1ch fS Amencan 
though the ISland JS Dnllsh-ownccl, the Dnllsh base rn the 
Mald1ve Island. the remruns of Dnhsh presence 1n Maunt•us 
and the Frmcb b3SC 1n DJiboUII Desp1tc an auempts made 
by lhe JibemtJOn forces COII«mrng th1s presence. wh1ch Js 
regarded as n blatant phenomenon of 1mpenabsm and de.. 
pendence. calls are bemg JSsued al present to re1nforce thJS 
P~Dee 

o.nrat du-ect mdatary presence ts SSSOCI:tkd mth the 
numerous aspects of provocative measures adopted by Wes 
tern )X)\\ en 'YIS a VIS the non al•gned nations, foremost among 
Wb1c:h arc the m1btary arsenals set up mth the ratJalut reg~mes 
opposed to Afnoan JrbenJIJDn, such as Soul& Afnca and Js 
met. and lately Rhodesia" 

The people of Afro-ASian countnes arc teg~tJmately coo 
cemed because tbe base u a danger po1ated at the1r throat 
Concern was espec1aJJy caused when Western medra err 
c:ulated the newa tb:tt two fanner Peotagon officers had JD 

formed the US Coogress m March 1975 of the real reason 
for estabi!Sinag m DIC!go Garc1a a "mulh purpose • base 
cap:able or launcb1ag awr, ground and submanue operatiOns 
should the need ever anse They also sa1d that the facl1111es 
eontemplared would probably mc:lude not only an BU' stnp 
to baadlc US A1r Force's g.ant B S2 bombers, but a naval 
tender equ1pped to prov1dc off shore ma1ntenance to nuclear 
powered submannn ~1T)'JDJ D\1<:lcar mL!iSIIcs. 
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'l'be testnnony also re~led \hat the Pmtagon's Iotnt 
Ch1ds at surr. tn hs.ttn& about two dozen conhngc:ncy needs 
for butldtng Dtego G3.1'cttt QS u mtl!ta.ry ba.se m thc:ar ongm:~l 
rcqu~t m:~.dc 10 1967, bad also cated nddtuon:J.I rc::u:oru hl..e 
th~ need for send1ng US maldary as~ast:~nce to Jndo-Chan:a 
border, Indo-Pabstan border, Dunn:1 Cluru border. etc The 
US Navy"s top brass, Admmd Elmo Zum"alt, mfonned a 
Congr~s1onal Commtltee on March 21, 1974 that the marn 
reason !or con\er1mg the BntiSh ntotl of Dtego G:~re1:a mto 
a US mtlttary b:n.c 10 the Jndtan Oce.:m was to provtde the 
abthty to mfluencc c\~nts m that area '*'Ibe t:Jp:ll:nhty to 
deploy our mtlthuy pO\\'tt tn the regton lS nn C<SSenh:tl ele· 
ment of such tnfiuen~ " An 1dea of uour mtlltary po\\-er" 
v;as gwen by the DdatCC! Mlnistor (April, 1974) saymg the 
US Navy tntends cmp1o)1ng stratepc subm:mnes m the 
lnd•an Ocean more frequently :u: addtllona1 Posetdon sul> 
mannes Wl.th long range mtssiles enter the mventory and as 
the Indent submance u acqutred 

Another reason why the USA 1s bent upon dtsn:gardJDg 
Afro-Astan optnion ag:unst tummg Du~go Garc1a Jato a 
mahtary base ts tls dc:sue of grabbmg the rtch economtc re­
sources of tbe vast stretches of temtones of the ltttoral states 
As the Bong Kong weekly Far :F..asttrn Eronom1c Re-riew 
wrote, the US mll1ta.ty-sttategtc and economtc poltCles tn the 
lnd1an Ocean regton are destgn~d to f:nable the USA and 
1ts Western partners to ~3111 control over the raw matenats 
of Afro-As1an countnes 'Il:le Indi<ID. Ocean area Js beJJevcd 
to be a ncb reservo1r of ZJDC, copper, lead, gold, sliver, 
manganese and other rare metals as well as a v.ealth of rna 
nne hfe 'Polahcal opunon tn these countnes tS therefore, 
un~uumous. m amvmg at the condnS1on that D1ego Garc13 
Wlll gtve truhtary muscle to muthnaltonah to cany out thett 
"operahon grab" What makes Pentagon take hasty step!!. 
towards the fulfilment of thts ob1echve ts the fact that the: 
h1stoncal trawtomz:ttlOlt around the Indta.D Oceau-trans-
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forma110n ushered 1n by lho dOWDfall of eolomal1sm-1S " 
revemble and that 1ts Inherent d)nam1sm JS too powerful to 
be ~<lardod or reversed nus IS clearly seen 1n US plans 
druwn VIs-a VlS the o1l ncb Arab states delcmuned to ret:11n 
the1r sovereignty over the1r resources As Gen ll:trbilksh 
Smgh observed m o paper read on the nat1onal semmar on 
lnd1:an Ocean held by the D1sannament Stud1es DtYJSJOn of 
lho School of Inlernallonal S1ud1es ID February 1974 

"The US permanent naval preseate m the western rc­
g•on or the Indian Ocean IS also due~:ted towards pressur .. 
Jsmg 1he oil producang Arab &tales to 11ft the emb:lrgo of 
mt export to the USA, restore production of 011 to the level 
or requirement of \Vestem powers. and reduce the pncc of 
011 to DD Jntemallonally YJable cc:ononnc level " (Iathan 
Ocean Power lli\'IIIIY• p 5) 

The US mobve belund Du:go Garcra JS thus obvious 
This lS also ObviOUS why the problem of the Zone or Indian 
Ocean has become a global problem WJtb a beanng on the 
future of global peace We must aga1n draw at1ent1oa to 
the CODSJderable weaken1ng of the West's pos111ons •n the 
JrulJan Ocean bases by the begJnumg or the sevenhes, the 
rap1d and phenomenal growth of the uatJona11Jberatlon 
movements, the 1ncreasmg trends of progressive transforma 
hon of econom1es of bJaterland states, tbe1r common desJrc 
to mtensd'y the pobcy of non ahgnment wath JDJbtary blocs 
the strengthcnmg of their ualloaal Jndependence, the mtra 
reg1onal cooperataon as the vanous phenomena explaJDrng 
lhe emergence of a trend 10 Washangloo's fomga poliC)' of 
converting Iad1an Ocean Jato an exclustve Ameneau Zone of 
mdllary JDfiUCJJCC and strmglh 

We must emphas1se here that though Drego Garc1a 11 
a hoy 1slaad It symbol•ses a g~aut step taken forward by 
the {erocJous l1ger, thal1mperaal1sm JS. towards preyJ.Dg upon 
the Afro-Asum people, a goal 11 had set 1tself r1ght from 
the 1oceptaon o! tbe cold war ena D•es:o Gare•a JS a v•tqJ 



lS.I J\on Al1pmml Upq ofl\eolaru 

hn'k 1D the cbatn Of events begiDDIII£ "1.th the (ormaiiOD o( 

aggms•..: bloc:s Ilk• SEA TO CEl'ITO and ANZUS aggns 
s1on ago.tnst korea and Jndo-Ouna. mlm'CDllon 1n West 
ASIB Of COUrK the US strategy has been l1mpmg (rom one 
theatre or ope:rat10n to another. from ODe reg~on to another 
It h:lS atl along had one mohve 1 e to smother the aw:~ken 
1ng of the Afro-Astans and what 1s cquaUy Important 1t 
h3S had only one rcsu1t-ddeat and fiasco Hence Penta 
gon S frenl!ed urgency to go aht:~d With tts plan IR the 
Ind1an Ocean 

The obJective US unpenahsm hu set ttself zs too d1a 
bohc:al to be hidden from the e)CS of Afro-Astans Penta 
tp'll \S thcrdore us.tng, aU the tnc\s lD. 1ts. bag to s.hi.Cld. ds 
real purpose from the pubhc eye One excuse or the other 
u offered But the mam ~ewe-a. h::mg over from the cold 
war era-tS that D~ego Gttrcl3. IS a npos.te to the supposed 
Soviet naval presence m the lnd•an Ocean Pres1dent Ford 
Without bashmg an eyelash declared at h•s Preu Conference 
on August 28 1974 "'I dont vtew ttus IS any .;:ballenge to 
Che Soviet Unton wh1ch ts operallng three n:~.val bases ID the 
Jlllban Ocean" The US spokesmen h..., hmtnd that tho 
three Iad1an Ocean bases used by SOvtet Navy are 1n Somal1a. 
Iraq and South Yemen Arc these charges ~'1 

L I Brezlmev has emphahcaUy dcDJed. the USSR bas 
any m1lttary 1n.ses m the lndta.n Ocean "The So~t Uruon 
has never had. and has no 1ntenhon now of bulld1ng mshtary 
bases 1n the InduLn Ckean he sa.td address1ng the 25th Con 
gress of the CPSU And we c:tll on the US to take the same 
stand 

The permanent represcntabvc of the Government of 
the USSR 1n the Unded Na.ltous bat stated ca.tegoncal1y tn 

hts letter to the UN Secrc:ta.ry General that the Sovtet Un on 
had no mtbtary base 111 lhe Jndtan Ocean (Lei:tCT No 
AIAC IS919 dated June IR 1974) It sal" 
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""The Sovtet Umon ne\C·r h::td b::ts not est::abhshed and 
ts not now est::abhshmg any miht::ary or naval base.s m the 
lnd1an 0CC".::tn reg1on SoVJet sh1ps ond vessels h:nrc never 
r<>sed 3 thrc:u to anyone m th:lt reg10n In accordance \\ 1th 
the CXIStmg rules o[ mtemahon::tl lnw and With umvcCS31ly 
rccogruscd mtcmahon::al prncuce, they ore engaged m tram 
1ng cnmcs and m the senrch for and recovery o[ Sovu:t 
spacecraft th::tt splash down 1n the lndHm Ocean It must 
also be borne In mmd that truruilt routes from the European 
p::tn of the USSR to the Soviet Far East p:lSS through the 
lnd1::tn Occ:J.n and that accordmgly 10 order to ensure the 
safe passage of sh1ps ::md vessels the SoVlet Umon JS coo 
ductmg scientific mvest1gahons tn the n:g1on Nonnal duty 
calls by n11vnl sh1ps at vanous ports for the purpose of re 
plemshmg thc1r supphes nrc tendencJously dep1cled 10 the 
report as the estabhshmcnt of Sov1et bases m the Indum 
Ocean rtgton • 

The US allegal!on h11s been refuted by the representa 
hves or Yemen Somal1n and Iraq The acting pcrm:ment 
rcpresentahve of Yemen wrote to the UN Secretary Gen 
era! 

"'The pos1tton of my Government, wh1ch emanates from 
tts stnct adherence to the pnnctple of non ai.Jgnment op­
poses the presence of any foreign naval equtpment In our 
area more emphatically In my country 

We categoncaiiy f'CJeCl as false and unfounded tbe 1n1 

pllcahon tbat the access to the port of Hode1dah (Yemen) 
IS d1scnmmatory as favounng only the Soviet Navy (Ltt 
fer No AlAe 15916 dated May 29 1975) 

Mlss Fatima Jssak Btht of Somalia satd m the discussion 
at the ad hoc committee on the Indian Ocean set up by 
the Umted Nahons 

Jt w:IS sl'\1ed that accordmg to Umted States sources 
the Sov1et Umon deployed naval warships 10 the western 
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pJrt of the Jnd1an O~:m m the Aden Somaha area und th't 
the USSR have budt a communu::u.hon station near the So­
malia port of Bethera to proVIde support for their fleet .. 

M1ss B1h1 sa1d, "'her government cons1dertd the conchl· 
stons unsubstantiated ::and Without :::~ny found:::~II011 wha~ 
ever.. She s:ud 11 "'ere tbe US m1htary Interests ond ptnence 
m the nrea which consbtuled a senous threat to the pace 
and a source of tens1on to the countnes and peoples of the 
JndJan Ocean Quahog the President of Samaha, she soud, 
'fore1gn mthla.ry bases bad never e•usted 1n her country Jn 

the past and they \\auld never be allowed to cxtst m the 
future The port of Berbcra merely offered rc{uelhng and 
bunkenng facdlltes to all ships wubout diStmctJOD " (Press 
Release GA/5056 dated September 17, 1974-Press Sec· 
t10n, Office of the Pubhc Infonnabon, Unded Nauons) 

The Iraq a ~prcsentahve, Gh:tSsan Attyyah, an blS speech 
at \he UN Ad Hoc Cororoi\tee en the Indaau Oce~. s~ud 

the authors of the repqrt should not have relied 
mamly on matena!s from certain hmtled sources A ctose 
scrutmy of the chapter dealmg With the Sov1et Union \\OU1d 
reveal the fact that 11 out of 15 ~rerences were Amenca.n'"' 

Mr Attyyab sa1d that "'any study would be far from 
comprebenstve d tt fwled to cover the ma1or queshons of 
m1htary and naval alliances m the area The fact that the 
study was lundt"d to the most wablc e1ement of a m1htary 
and naval presence made st mcomplete and, to a certain ex 
tent b1a.sed" (IndJan Ocean Comnuttec, 14th meehng 
(AM), Press Release GA(5056 September 17,1974, Press 
Sechon, Office of the Publ1c lnfonnahon, Umted Nations) 

Indian pohhcal op1mon and Jeadershtp has reJected the 
Pentagon canard of the eXJstcnet: of Sovtet bases m the Ind~::m 
<kc:Ln As Adm1ral S N Nanda stated m hts paper at tbe 
semmar on Ind1an Ocean 

'"The emer~nce of vanous countnes "' JJ1dependent 
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sovcmgn states alter World War II and the w•thdrawal 
of the Drlfuh sea power as the dommaot power 10 thiS 
an:ta hu rele:ased new forces crcatmg new tensJons and 
new problems lA thiS area Many Western analysts have 
termed tlus as a 'power vacuum ro the area aod talk 
of Super Power rrvolcy 10 the Ind1on Oeean We have 
also been WJtness1Dg resurgence of strong national fecbngs 
lD the newly mdepcndent countnes who resent the estabhsb 
ment of fore1gn m1btary b3Se5 on the1r temtones We have 
also wJinessc'd lhc wrthdrawaJ of foteJ&Q powers lcom rhese 
bases durmg the last 25 years They have, however, been 
lookmg for allernate bases on small umDhabJted or th1nly 
populated JS!Jmds or atolls wluch they feel Wlll be free from 
natJooalJst pass1ons The latest deveJopmeDt by which 
D1ego Garc1a base Js gomg to be developed as a maJOr m1b 
tary base for the use of the United States naval and a1r forces 
w11l enable the Un1ted States to operate Jls forces m the 
1Dd1an Ocean area wJihout the necess11y of these forces hav 
Jog to be mthdrawn for replemshment, repotr, recreahon 
and olher facthtles whtth w1ll now be prov1ded at Dtego 
Gama ll bas been slated that the Umted States JS forced 
to take tlus step to match the mduet.Jon of Sov1et naval 
forces m the Jmhan Otean area Whde th1s IS a fact that 
the Sovaet navy has deployed c:erunn forces durmg the Jast 
4 S years JD the IndJao Ocean they have DOt established any 
base faclht1es m lhe manner m wluch the Uruted States base 
facJlihes are be1Dg established m D1ego Garc:1a (Jodl:m 
Ocno Power Jbvaby, Introdueuon p XI) 

What are these c:ertam forces • of Soviet Davy m the 
Jnd1an Ocean I1ke? Moscow has not demed the c:tV1smg 
or lls sh1ps JD tbe waters or tbe JndJaD Ocean for non md1tary 
peaceful purposes Prof Zafar Imam Head of lhe Centre 
of Soviet Studtes School of Inlemaiional Sludtes explamed 
at the semmar that durmg tbe first 38 yean of eJnstcnce of 
lbA USSR. the Jndtao Ocean was suu.pty a toa.Uu of c,ctl-
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grapby'' to that country It was from 19SS onY..ards. he 
added, when the USSR cmbarled upon a long r.:J..Dge pro-­
gramme of a1d u.od asststance to the newly·l1bcroted Aff'O-o 
As1111 countnes, notably I:gypt D..lld Ind1:L, that the .. ]ndum 
Ocean assumed llTlport:mcc for Sov1ct merchant Sh1pptng". 
As lhe Sov1et Unron became "'more and more Ulvolvcd ID 
As1an nff:urs as an Am:n pov.er the volume of trade and 
commerce grew "nth As1an couornes as also the frequency 
of Sovu:t shtppmg vessels m the Ind1an Oa:an .. Hence, the 
Professor concludes, the mcrcasmg Astao. context m SoVJet 
pol1cy, m general, resulted m the presence of SovJet \CSSCls 
m the Indian Ocean" (Ibid., p 14) 

Rebuffing the US argument of JUStdy•ng 1ts presence on 
the plea that 1t 1s rcquued to match "':menac•ng Sov1et st~g· 
th 10 the reg1on, the learned Professor told the semiDar 

the Sov1et defence upcndJturc 1S shU heavily com· 
m1lted to detemnce • Except for some shonng facJbt1es, 
we still do not know of any Sov1et base m the lnd1:m Ocean 

The Sovtct Uwon, unhke Europe, has been extremely 
sens!l!ve to the natiOnalism of the newly emergent states of 
the 1b1rd World partlCUlarly m Asta She has not )Ct em· 
barked on any projeCt wbJch would burt the nahonabst a5-

ptrahons of Ast::ul countnes The clear unpl.tcahon ts that 
the Sovu=t leadershtp would l.tke to opt out o( a potenll.a.l arm­
ed rtvalry m the reg10n" {lbtd., pp 16-17) 

The peaceful character of Sovtet sbtppmg m the lnd1an 
Ocean IS also attested by the fact that, as Admual A K 
ChatterJt told tbe semmar, 1ts "s.u has never been so large 
as to cause concern (lbtd , p 8) Mercb.:lnt vessels, byclro­
gr3ph1c slnps, oceanographic shtps, fishmg trawlers, shtps 
for recovery of spacecraft-such ts the character of "'menac­
mg" Sovtet naval strength m the Indian Ckean Then why 
llus fomudable bmldtng of US nuclear, military base at 
Otego GarcJ:t.? Why have a sledge hammer to kill a fly? 

The US representatives themselves have let the cat out 
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of the bag They have themselves cxplamed that the USSR 
poses no threat lo tho peace of the lDdtaD OceaD, lbal tbe.r 
llllhlaly bases have mDilves other thaD those oflic..Uy ad 
Vllllced by Washmgton to cloud the DllDIIs of people both 
m Amenca as well as m Asian and Afncan countnes, and 
that the "ghost" SoVIet bases have beeD 0011tnved by PODtagoo 
magu:;1ans to call Cor the exuteoce of their own reaJ ooes 

On Apnl4, 1974 Rep Lee H llaDulton of the US House 
of RepresentaiiVes rose to speak &galiiSt Seelton 301 of lite 
clofODce supplementary bJU aulhonsmg aD expendtllm> of 29 
nulhon dollars to eteate a perm:ment naval base aDd sup 
pon facthltes for US naval aDd m forces JDcludmg atn:rll!l 
c:arr~ers and submarmes at Diego Gare1a Coogressmm 
HaDUiton msiSted that there was not a smgle nahoaa1 mter 
est affectmg the welfare of the Amencau people requ1rmg 
an OVerseas base m the area which, lutberto, dld not cootaJn 
that type of facility The Umted States currenUy bas naval 
supenonty m the Indum OceaD On the other hand, Ham•l· 
too noted, the Sov1et Umon had no base m the are:a nor was 
there any eVIdence that the SoYJets were acqultlDg bases 
Hamilton told the Congress that some Soviet VISits to ports 
10 So.malJa, lraq, Maunuus, etc , were express1ons of fnend 
ly pohtJC:al relat100s mlh these eountnes (CoagressJona1 Re. 
c:ord, Apnl 4, 1974) 

According to Defrare 1\lonilor (Apnl 1974), SovJct ;as.. 
SISlaDce 'to h:arbour dneJopmCDt" Jn blloraJ eotmtnes docs 
not seem to have Jed to speeraJ 101btary base nghts 

El'cn Rear Admmrl Charles D GrcJean, Deputy Cud 
of Naval Operahons, admrlled that "\\e have to son of watch 
the \\Ord 'base" here because the Russr:ms do DOt hale bases 
per se" (Ibid) 

In Cong=sronaJ hc:mnp. Rep James Foulton noted 
that 1t w:rs "only Jogrc::rl to me that the USSR should w:uJI a 
~atrr route as well as a 1:md route to get from the "'CSIC'm 
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to the eastern pout of the country o.nd \ICC vers:1"' (Umtcd 
States House o[ Represcnl.ah'tes, 92nd Congn:ss) 

Seymour \Vc1ss, Dllecor of lbc 1'ohhco-Md1tary Afi'aliS 
BulC::au of lhc US Slate Dep:artmcot, m hiS acordcd lcsl1mony 
~n March 1974) befon: lhe !louse of Repn:senlall\'tS For­
CigD. Aft'DJrs Sub-Commuta: on Ne:ar East and South Ana, 
when asked whetber the US Y~ould be prtparrd to dc:csc:a 
late the1r naval actiYlty m the lnd.l:m Ocean 1f the Russ1~ 
agreed to do bkcwlSe, entcgoncally saJd "'No"' He also 
R\ea.lcd that the purpose behind sethng up the D1qo O:m:Ja. 
base was to "'take care .. of the M1ddlc East od on wb1ch West 
Europe and Japan depended aad to deploy the US Navy "'to 
augment d•plomatJc process"' m the lnd1an Occao arctL where 
'"there was mstab1hty m some of the countncs " 

The former Assl!l.t:mt Director of the US Navy Strattgtc 
Pl:mn11lg. Rear Admnl Ln Roque, stated before the s:une 
House Afl'aus COIDIDlttc:e 

'"The Navy began lookmg for post VJetaam mJss1ons 
With wh1ch to occupy 1tseU-we arc land cf ruD.IliDg out of 
commJtments and 1f v.e could make a cDmmJtm.ent out of 
D1ego Garc1a as a permanent place to defend, we could then 
rabonabsc coanag to Congress for a permanent Navy JD the 
lnd1an Ocean The name of the game u Russ1:ms are. com 
mg• 

Thts lS the old played-out tnck of unpcnalism. It d1,d 
not make any hea.d\\ay eruher; It will not make any beadw::~y 
now What the htloral and hmterland states of the Iadwl 
Ocean hl.\'c to beware of IS that these bases have not turned m­
to mdttaJy outposts aga10sttbe peace lOYJD.g rcgiDD aod agamst 
the1r oahonalmterests That IS why one of the crucial phases 
of the struggle o[ the non al.J.gncd. for world peace IS to en 
sure rbat the lr¥!•an Ocean 15 turned mto a Zone of Peac:e 
A nlevao.t UN dc:clarat1oo was adopted m 1971 and smce 
then many Jntemahonal forums, tnclud1D.g the UN General 
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Assembly, OAU conferences of non allgned. countncs, and 
pubhc orgamsat10ns. hke the Afro-Astan Peoples' Sohdanty 
Orgamsatton, the World Peace Council, etc. have endorsed 
the deciSton The SoVlet Umon and Afro-Astan states b.:ne 
more than once come out m support of thiS 1dea 

The tssue, however, Js no nearer so]utmn because liil 

penabst strategtSts have begun paymg more attention to the 
lndum Ocean for a number of reasons: The defeat of US 
tmpem:drsm •n Inda-Ciuna, the consiStently anu unpenahst 
foreJgD pohcy of Ind1a under the leadership of Mrs Gandbt, 
the stcppmg up of the hberatton struggle m the south of Arab­
Ian Pemnsula, the progressive transformahons In several East 
Afncan countnes (Somaha, Ethaop1a, Tanzarua, and Mozam 
bJque), the wmruog of mdepend.:nce by more n.1t1ons m the 
regmn (Mouunbtque, the Comores and the Seychelles), the 
rrop~Tung of the Suez Canal-all these are added reasons for 
US unpenahsm to contmuc presstng ahead 1ts plans m the 
lndtan Ocean desplle world wtde opposthon 

Pursumg the fevensh arms f:JCC, Pcnt.Jgon pl:ms to deve 
lop new systems of weapons by 1978, lntludmg the Tndent 
m1ssde The US strategtsts beheve th1s m1ss1le can effechvely 
threaten the countnes of the SOC1al1st commumy, above aU 
the Sov1et Un1on, U stnhoned Jn the lnd~:m Oce:Ja basm 

A cbarn of tmpen:~hsr "ar b.:u.es are located, ::tp.art from 
D1ego Garca!l, m Chnstmz aod Cocos. whtch cross the IDd1an 
Ocean These bases are used by unpen:1l1st pm~ers, not 
only for tbe1r mdtt:uy strateg1c purposes, but also to ensure 
lhe1r control o\-er the trude routes or httoral countnes It 
should be m!:!nhoned here that the 1mpcruhst powers quu;k.Jy 
bu1ld up the1r mtltt.lry potrntJ:al tn the area of the Persusn 
Gulf nnd the Arub1::tn Se::t, "h1ch pose5 an JmmN1:ate thn:ut 
to A.n.:m and Afncan countnes 

Ic 1s no o.ce1dent that the SoYJtt Umon, m sh:up contr:ut 
to Wntem powen, supports the 1dt:1 or tum10g the area mto 
3 Zone o( Pe:~C"C :lnd 6c/rr:1~ tbac dcernce lJ ne-eded m fhas ~ 
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saon os '""11 sance lhe development or JU\31 b:ISC'S of Wcsttm 
po\\CfS po\C:S :I dm::ct threat le> th! rountnes of the JndJ:In 
Oce:m b;um There are ne:arl) !)Q or them JDcludang hmter 
bnd countn"'S to \\h1ch the routes ou~r 1he rndton omn ore 
essenh::~l ApJrt from that these bases pose ::1 thrrat lo the 
Sov1cl Unton and other countnes mcludmg the countnes of 
the sOC1:1hst commuotly 

D•fore \\C cl:lbor:J.f~: upon the question of tumtng the 
lndtan 0C"Can mlo a Zone of re3 ce \\C \\ould hk:e to refer 
here bneny to the d!UUphve role Iran h:J.'I booen p1ayang: an 
the reg1on The Shah or Iran put out the scare stol'} thll 
SO\ aCt na\al umts had spent '9 000 shippmg d:ays m the 
Indian Oc'"'an He dehbemtety hid from the \\OfiJ pubhc 
the \\ell knov.n bet th:1t these days \\CTC mamly accounted ror 
by the presence of So'Y1et mme S\\CCpcrs dr.:dt;ers and other 
specJ:~IIsed n:J'Y:ll sh1ps. engaged for one ond a h:J.If ye:us 
at lhe request o( the Banglad'csh GO\cmment m cJe::anns 
the harbours nnd' approach channels of Ch1U:1£0ng :~.nd 
Khulna pons of the sunken \Cs~ls :~.nd nar debns left by 
lhe retrc:lhng Pal..istana forces 111 the 1971 w:ar l'be Shah 
has the :~.ud:~.ctly to call lhts grand JOb of asslSiance as smn. 
ter The US has :!.lv.ays counted' upon Sh:~.h s Iran--and 
rael:!.hst Israel-as pressure points m the Arab world 'T1le 

:~~~~~a~ cucles or Iran tn collabor:atJon w1th Dntam once 
of Yemen e;:,en and tued to enc•rclc the Peoples Republic 
tmn movemen~ to mnu::t h.1rd blows on the nat•onal hbcrtl 
cert With the c m Dhorar These Circles :lre worl..tng m con 
to create 8 r~~t:rvahve reg1mes or Saud! Arab1a tn order 
Iran w1n pta 11 le nary Teheran R1y:~.dh Oman ax1s where 
151 pohcy y admg role In c:mymg out the new 1mpenal 

un"7:e ~~~~~~~~ae~a;not overlook the (act that Pak1stan has 
JrY power m the~ ~~~ry or Iran s US backed growtng m1h 
~ ... dged th! hel The Government of Pa1mlan publ1c 

" P Iran gave 1t m tbe anlt Ind1a w:nc 
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of 1965 and 1971. The nav1es of the two countrieS have 
been takmg part m JOmt exercises 1n the Arab1an Sea Since 
1958 under the ausptces of CENTO Refemog to Paktstan~ 
Iran naval cooperahon, the Jerusalem Post c:peculated (Jan~ 
uary 9, 1975) .. Iran, whtch can aft'ord a powerful navy, 
and Pa1.astan may be planntog to try to make the northern 
half of the Arab1an Sea the1r pnvate waters " 

At the same time, Paklstan's offictal press mal..es a dts~ 
!inchon between the USA and the USSR, lSSumg spec1al Y..am· 
mgs to the latter only as regards excluston of "B1g Power' 
budd up m the Ind1an Ocean Allhough Mr Bbuno wa'i 
ortgmally comm1tted to Pakutan's wllhdrawal from Western 
m1htary alliances, m practice the wtthdrawai has remamed 
confined only to SEATO Pakistan remams an achve mem 
ber of CENTO, seeltng 1ts mtervcntton 1n the solut10n or 
the problems of the subconllnent In June 1973, at the mmJs­
tena1 eounc11 mcetmg of the CENTO m Tehctan, PakiStan 
\\as reported to have sought a reviSed role for CENTO m 
the light of the "new threat" from Soviet fncndsh1p treaties 
WJih lnd1a and Iraq Replymg to quesllons at a news c:on 
terence, the CENTO Secretary General satd the pact mem 
bers had "'rev1ewed" and d1scussed SoVIet ''nuhtDJ)' p:acts" wllh 
lruha and Iraq and admdtc:d that CENTO "d1scusscd methods 
hO\\ to combat lhe threat •· He refused to elaborate 

As was explatned by Prof Salish Kum:u at the semtnar 
on the lnd1an Ocean, tbc contr.zdtclton bctw~n Pakistan s 
VIgorously rev1ved mlernt 1n the CENTO and Jts hp scr 
VIce to the concept of a peace zone emerges still more sharp· 
ly tf one recalled Mrs Snmavo B:md:mmaike's statement Jn 
her speech at the UN General Assembly on Oelob:r 12, 
1971 that o.U areas eovenng the non altgned sttales should, by 
definthon, be Zones. o[ Peace Palmtan"s suppott to \has 
concept of non·ahgnment 1s more formal aad propagandzst 
than senuzne and b3.SCd on convtclton Secondly, Palml.1n, 
IIL.e Moymhan, IS obscssc:d ~1th the maprropnatent'Ss of lbe 



16-l 1\pn, Alrpn~rnl Lrpry ol J\rhru 

name of lhe Indran Ocem nus 1s a reOecllon of Pal.Jst:m•s 
diSCOIDiirure at the 1mport:mcc that lndra. JegriJmately gets 
by 11s brslonc assoc1atJon l\Jth the n.:~me of 1he lndran Oce:m 
PaLutaJu spokesmen hau~ proposed. qu1te a number of t1mes 
tbot the nome should be chon~ 

The 1dea of Zone of Peace v.::r..s firsl ad~anc:ed by Sn 
Laol.a Eur smce 1956, when Mr SWR D Dandaran:uke 
became the Pnme Minrster, Sn Lu.nla h:lS been foUCK\mg 
the polrcy of non illrgnment Mr Dandarana.t\.e put non ahgn 
meAt Jnto practice by ns'lung the BnttSb to '9.t\bdraw from 
the a1r and naval b~ tn \be ubnd lt. tS tn pursu:~.nce of 
th'l pohcy held by the Un1tc:d Front Government tha.t Mrs 
Snmavo Band:J.tan:ukc. the pmcnt Pnmc Mrnrsler. proposed 
at the Common" eallh Pnme Mmrstm' Conference m Srnga 
pore that the Indra.n Ocean be detlared a Zone of Pe3ce 
AI lhe 26th Oener.ll Assembly of the Un1ted Nahons held 
the same year she moved a fonnat proposal that lbe "orJd 
body dec:Jare lhc lndran Ocean a Zone of Peace She sard 
thai lhe ~ should nol be regarded as a pan. of a 
st.bemc of c:ollecbvc scc:unty confined lo lbe Ind1an Oc:ran 
On lbe. contrary. 1t 1S mtended as a dmc:t. tangrb1c conln 
butron lo lhe sttengthenm.g of diSarmament and crta\lon or 
c:ond11JODS for world reacc.. It tS known lbat 61 natiOns 
voted for thiS proposal Wllh J10l1C aga1nst 

The resolutron called upon the great pG\\Cts to enter 
lnto tmmedtatc c:ons.u\tataons v.1th the bnotal states ol the 
Jndaan Ocean w1th :a vrc:w to 

(a) balt1Dg further rsc::datron and expansiOn of their 
mahtary presence 1n the Iad1an Ocean 

(b) c:ltmtnallng from the: Indza.n Ocean all b:LSes mdt 
tary IDStal!atlons aad loguhcal supply faetllhcs, the d1sposr 
uon of nuclear \\&:3pDJlS and weapons of mass destrucllon 
and any manlfestahon of Great PO\\ott rn1Iatary presence ID 

\he Jndraa Ocean 



lndiGJI, Ot!ean A:r 4 Zone of Peace 165 

It also called upon the httoral and hmterland states of 
the lnd1an Ocean. the permanent members of the SecurJly 
Councd and other mass mant1me users af the Ind•an Ocean 
JD punu1t of the obJCCllve of establlshmg a system of collec 
live secunty WJlhout mdJtaey alhancc and strengthenmg m 
temaiJonal secunty through rcg•onal and other cooperat1on 
to enter mto consultahoDs wuh a v1ew to 1mplemenung tb1s 
DeclaratJon and such action as may be neccsSOJry to ensure 
that 

(a) warships and m1htary aircraft may not use the Ind1an 
Ocean for any threat or use afforce agamst the sovereignty, 
temtorral 1ntegnty or mdependence of any hUora1 or Zm1ter 
land state of the Ind1an OceaD 10 contravention of the pur 
pose and pnnc1ples of the Charter of the Un1ted Nations, 

(b) subject to the foregoing and to the nonns and pnn 
apJes of mternallonal Jaw, the ngbt to lrce and UD1mpeded 
use of the Ocean by the vessels of aU nations IS unaftected 

(c) appropnatc anangements are made to g1ve effect to 
any mternat1onal agn::ement that may ultimately be reached 
for the maintenance of tbe Tnd1an Ocean as a Zone of Peace 

The Foreign Munsters of the non al1gncd states who 
met Jn Guyana unan.mously endOISed th1s Declarahon and 
affirmed tts 1mponance 10 the strengtheamg of secunLy and 
coopera1JOD Jn certa1n regJOns of the world The Dechlrn 
han was followed by further act1on m the Unned Nahons 
General Assembly the follow1ng year by the appomtment of 
an ad hoc comm1ttec of 1 S memben to study the 1m pie 
menlatzon of the Declarahnn cons1stent mth lhe secu11ty 
Interests of the httorat and hmteriand states and the raght of 
free and urumpeded usc of the ocean for legthmate mantJme 
purposes nus tzme the resolut1on WOI.S adopted w1th 95 
vohng 10 favour and none agzunst 

The General Assembly at Jls 28th session cons1dered the 
repon of th1s committee and adopted a further resoluhon to 
cxpedue ns \\ork of the ad hoc commdtee urg•ng lbe states 
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to accept the pnnc1plcs and obJcc:ln·e of the Declaration of 
the lndaan Ocean as a Zone of Peace requested the ad hoc 
commlllee to carry out consultations m accordance uuh ats 
m;:andatc and submrt Jls rccommcndahons to the Oencr.tl 
Assembly and urged on states especially the m:J.JOr po\\cn 
"'to extend thcar cooperation to the qd hoc cornmaUce 1n the 
d•scharge of 1ts funcuons • 

As usual Chma struck a discordant note an the General 
Assembly ThL- Chancsc delegate: altad.ed the USSR most 
VICIOU51} rcpcatmg the arguments Pcnta~:on has been ad 
vancmg to JUSbfy US naval pres-nee 1n lhc Iod1an Ocean 

The Mao1s1 propagandasls have consastcntty resorted 10 
slandmng the SoYJCl pDSihOD procJ:umcd (rom tame to limC 

at the UN and outsuie, 1n go\emmcnt statements and news­
paper comments But Chancsc standpomt docs not undergo 
aay change comm1tlcd as U IS to dcfcndJDt the mdcfcnsJble 
1bc paper Jrnman Jrhpao, pubhshed 11 c:ommental)' m \\bleb 
tl actual1y set out to JUstify 1mpcnallst stra.tegy of seltmg up 
bas Jn the Jndt:tn Ocean whale maLmg aU kmds of allcga 
hons agamst the Soviet Umon The p:1pcr alleged th:~.t lh• 
So\11et Umon dreamt of gcltmg hold o[ ace-free ports m 
southern seas and that ll had already built a number of mill 
Uuy bases In the arc:a The paper hO\\ever po~sscd rn sdcoc:e 
Dftr the fact of extstcn~ of re:tl and not myth1Cll mtblary 
bases of 1mpenabst powers m the area-bases whrch stretch 
from tbe west coast or AustraT1a to the south of Afnca and 
whtcb an lhc firm opmaon of dcv-lapJDg stales CODI!Due to 
threaten thetr sovcreagnty and arc an rnslrumeat of mter 
rerence an th~tr ant·roal afla1n 

At a lime when walhdr8\\al of US maltlal)' personnel 
from Thadand has started the MaoiSts team up w1th Penta 
goo whach as slnVJDg to preserve at any cost the US mdatary 
presence tn Thailand and the Pelang press seeks lo 1nt1m1 
..tare the people of lbat land W!lh the bogey or Sov1el 

1enacc 
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Accorchng to Jenmln l1hpao, the conserva11ve govern 
ments of Australia and New Zealand ma1nfa1n a "Just 
stand These governments came out, at a recent conference 
at Rotorua, agamst the proposal of the countncs of South 
Pacdic forum crcabng a DUCic3r free zone Jn lhe area (Il 
should be noted !hot thJS proposal wns approved by Umted 
Nahons General Assembly) Among "JUst" measures, the 
MaoiSts also class1fy the consent gtven by the p1rbc1pants 111 

the South Pacific forum to calls pa1d at the1r ports by US 
wmh•ps anned w1tb nuclear weapons 1bey gave th1s con 
sent under the mRuenee of lhe Governments of Awtral1a and 
New Zealand 

However, truth cannot be submerged under the torrenl 
of hes commg frOm Peking Non al1gned states have learnt 
lo dJSIJngu•sb belween those who smcerely suppon lh~ll' 
str1vmg to live •n peace and tranqudhty and who try to push 
them ofi the1r chosen road gu1ded by seU seck•ng JDiercsls 
These slales wJil also sec through the manoeuvres of P~1mg 
wh1ch IS ready to D$SISt US 1mpenahsts JD call)'ang out tbe1r 
plans m the Jnd1an Ocean 

Imha bas consJstently supported the proposal of turn 
rng lbe lnd1an Ocean mro a Zone of Peace It not only co 
lliiponsored the rcsolut1on m the UN, wbacb ulhmately be 
came the Declarat1on or the Ind1an Oceao as a Zone of Peace, 
but has also worked achvely w1lh1n the UN aDd outSldc 11 
for achJ:VJDg the obJechves of the DeclaratJon The true 
5CDIJJDenls or all Ind1an people were expressed by Mn Jnd•ra 
Gandhi man 1ntervJew toLe F1gmv or Francc (January 23, 
J 976) Jn wh1ch she s:ud 

The present SJiuaiJon tn Indian Ocean now. 1f 11 
grows atlecls us and the coualnes of the littoral stales have 
expressed a desare that I[ should be an area of peace und 
cooperatiOn 

... lihc .hDJ:I be~ ~urw ~ m.tuvs n:r.v r.ar.\U"J" » 
public forums and JD talks wllh representatives of other ht 
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1orols1a1eS Lountbmg 1hc ln;llle N1lgms •• October 1968 
sbc bod expressed 1bc hope 1hol lhe Jndron Oc:<an \\OUld 
al~ays mna1n a.n an:a of peace and ""as bndge o( under 
sumdmg ... be:t\\UD 1bc ruatJons 

The 1dea of tummg; lnd1an Ocean snlo a reacc Zone ss 
makang a r.tp1d headY.ay and \\Jnnmg an sncre:u•ng number 
of adherents from the states or the Indaan Ocean basan The 
1dr:o hliS 10mvr:d !he "holobe'llled suppor1 of non alrgnr:d 
staks at the1r Alg1ers conference The Jde:a of turnmg the 
Indton O«:tn mto a Zone a( l'c:u:e IS mextncably \\OWn 

WJib the non al1gned statc:s struulc for peace and sc:curJiy 
thn:altned by tbc ocean1c slr.ttegy of US 1mpenahsm Peace 
1n the Jnd1Gn Oa:an JS a pout of the 0\era\t plan of c:o11ec:ll\oc 
secunty lowards wh•ch all countrJes or lbc re.s:•on arc mov 
me zn the1r •nd•vadual•ntcrests and the colkcll\e ullcn::sts of 
the Afro-Asn1.n commun11y ns a wbo1e 



CHAPTER XI 

Coexistence for Peace and Security 
in Asia 

Asia ts a eonlJnent of 4S states WJib 60 per eent of lhe 
world populalloo Jts wealth and resources are tmmense but 
lor centunes they have been plundered by colnmal pnwers 
Irs manpower 1s also colossal but tt has been used by these 
powers for theJr self aggrandJSement The wor1d"s largest 
and most populous coolJnent bas been bled whtle by • Wbde" 
colon•al powen They waged wars of conquest and plunder 
and spared no weapons to subJugate Its countries and peo 
pies If the atnm bnmb had first tn be '!ned and tested, ' 
11 was to be dropped on an ASJaD country If the efficacy of 
napalm bomb m burnmg human flesh had lo be ascertarntd. 
11 was first to be ramed down on an As1an country And 1f 
modem electromcally-controlled war \\capons were to be 
tested on human cannon fodder, the VJeiJms were agam to be 
Asram Afrer Wodd War 11 Asaa has seen more devastat 
mg use of .fire power than auy other reg~oo of the world tn 
wars known to human h1story Expenmeahng the atomic 
bomb 1n H1rosh1ma and NagasaL1, napalm bombs 1n Korea, 
po1sonous gases and ddohants m V1etoam-such IS the dark 
legacy o[ 1mpenabsm 1n thts eonhnent of oun ln the US 
aena1 bombmg o[ V1clnam, a H1roshJma wa.~~; co:~cted every 
thwl day •a.. terms of 'INT 
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no J\on .. u.,nmrnl w,ary o/ ;\rllrll 

It 15 not rasy for us As1ans to forgtt the p3st It JS not 
easy to he31 our \\ounds And 11 IS not easy CJther to ensure 
that new \\ounds WJU not be •nfi1ctrd on the body of th1s 
trag1c conhncat 

Sl«p m Pr~~re Th111 Wdl Aor lltlppcn Agarn 

These arc the \\ords carved on the mcmon3llo the \IC 

hms of H1rosh1ma These arc the scn11ments of an 1\s1an to 
day who saw h1s falher done to death by a Bn11sh sergeant 
h1s w1fe raped by a French colonel, h1s chdd ma1mc:d by an 
Amencan G I As1a h35 suffered long but not bent an meh 
It has seen Jls sons gobbled up by 1mpenabst wars but the1r 
uny1eldmg spmt hves on 1n the1r chJJdrcu detenn1ncd to turn 
th:1r coniJocnttato a eonhnmt free from aggress1on and c:on 
HagratJon, free from aben rule and plunder, a conbnrat of 
peace and sccurJI) Ask any As1an what be waals most He 
v.dl say • No more wars' Asl.. hmt how th1s can be ensur 
cd 'Through peace and seeunty,• he Will ans\\er uafaJlmgly 

Ia the past few )can. 1mper1ahst scbotan and wrden ha\e 
lurned out a number of worl.s trymg to JUStify the West's 
po'Jee ac:t1ons' 10 As1a Th1s VIew \\35 clearly expressed 

for example., by tbe former US Se<:retary of Defence, Robert 
McNamara ID h1s bool.. 1be Eacnce of Semrdy These 'VIeW 

pomls h1de the mam reason ac:countmg for conftJCis 10 Asta 
or, for that matter 10 the 11nrd World The basis of these 
conft1c:tS lJeS JD lbe fuadamealal controdJchoa bet\\ten the 
nahoo:al hberal1on movements and 1mpenahsm a coatradJC 
t1on the non aligned countnes have sought to resolve m favour 
of the former In the post war per1od lh1s contrad1ct1on has 
sharpened In many cases the 1mper1ahst pov.ers bave sought 
to resolve ll by taking recourse to armed suppressJon or the 
nahoaal hberobon movement wh1ch. 10 cerlam cases have 
escalated mto maJOr "'local wars wllb •nherent dangers of 
exp.:mdmg mto slobal conlhcts We have the wel1 known 
examples or French \\ars m Indo Chma of US aggress1on 
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1n the rcgton after rrcnch \\Jihdrawal. of HoUand"s wars m 
Indonesia. of Dnllsh \\:ItS in former Malaya These \\ars can be 
called Thwrd-World conOJcls only 10 geographical tcnns for 
essentially these \\Crc rmpenahst \\ars aga1nst the Asran peo 
pie's hbcrallon moumcnts The enllre course of post \\ar 
development has conclusively demonstrated that colomahsm 
and •sgress1on, lhe pol1cy or colon1al lyronny and lhe policy 
of force. arc essentially t\\o s1des of one and the same com 

In sprlc of such stubborn facts of h1story some Western 
aulhors attnbute all armed conflicts rn Asra pr1manly to m· 
fightmg among Assans thcmsehcs, to the1r acute religiOUS 
strafes and d1SSCJlSJDns and cultural dtversJhes, tJvat tcmto­
nal amb1trons, etc. We see lb.ese arguments evaluated m 
several \\Orks, e g , m Wenner Lev1"s Tbe ClmUengc or 
World Polllla In Soulh nnd Snulh·ra.t Asl:l, ID T D B M1l 
Jar's The Poldics or the Third World, sn Drcl.. Wdson"s Asi:J 
AwaLes- A Continent in Tr:nuilion, etc , Wenner Lcv1, for 
snstanc:e, c:.Us the urtroduchon of cold-war pobiJcs m the 
As1an regton, as a factor for stokmg armed conOrcts, • fad 
diSh and art1fic1a.l •. 

We As1ans know that most rntra-reg10nal conft1cts of 
our conllacnt are the doJDgs of dre colonsaJ poKers Though 
they have departed from the contJDeal, 1bcy have lef1 behmd 
what are called • hme bombs" 10 be detona.1ed as and when 
desired by them. as and when su1table to their mdnary 
slratcg1c needs Tha1 lbese conf11c:ts are roo1ed m As•a s 
colooral past rs admrtted even by several Western scholars 
They emphas1sc lhe weJJ known fact of our h1story that the 
tcrntonal arrangements, lhe rchgtous and ethnrc composites 
of the populahon, the bas1s of mterna.l soc:Jo pohhcal struc­
ture. 1he shape of economy. etc. all took shape under colo 
malum and under JIS dJs'ortzng mOuences Brrlrsh &cholar 
A Lamb~ for mstaoce, writes 

.. No As1an state came through the colon1al penod u.1th 
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1ts boundanes UDDJodtficd All, 10 a gmotet or lesser CX• 
tent, 0\\C tbe present ahgnment of tbe1r boundanes to bJSior~ 
cal processes wh1th took pl:tee dunng the co1oDI31 era. 
(Asian Fronlltrr, London, 1968, p 74) 

The esscn.cc of these processes. 10 h1s op1n1on. "as that 
the colomal powers "assumed the r1ght to carve up As1a and 
Afm:a. \D a m:umer wh~eh su1ted lbe1r tw.n needs but d•d 
not of necess1ty meet the requuements of tbco As1an and 
Afncan peoples con«me<l " (Ibid., p 10) 

In the course of coJon1al conquest, 1he borders of most 
Asntn slates undel'\\ent mmd•ble changes Where: the sub­
JUgated state was one \\Jib established nahonat boundanes, 
entm: reg.ons \\ere scvei"C'd and neVI stales set up, \\hllC' tbe 
colomes of d1ffermt European countnes "ere set up on lhe 
lcmtones of once mtegral state The biSfcny of lnd•a's colo­
mal conquest \S bJgb\y mdtcat•vc. of lbls fact Alongs1de 
• Brllub"' Jnd1a c:oloniCS of Porlugat and France \\ere also 
set up As for Bntam 1lsetr, 1t repeatedly carvtd and re-­
carved the boundanes of vanous pnnc:1pal1bes and states 
(The C.mbr•c1ge 1\loilem Jl~ory, Vol XI, '1'he Of0\\o1h 
of Nauonahllcs," 1969, pp 743 744) 

Tnbes and peoples found theiDselvrs frequently w11b1n 
the framework or one temtory even \\hen they had not 
established any CCODOJDIC: IJes It IS not surpnsmg. therefore. 
lhst these tnbes enlertamed (eeJIDg"J of bostJhty, 5USp1CIOD 
and ennnty for ea&:h other-a state or ala1rs on wh1ch the 
colomal powen lhnved 

The advent o( mdcpendence would haw. put an end to 
thrs state of afl'a1rs •f the 1mpenabsts had not come to base 
tbe1r new pol1c1es on delt.bcrately aggravalmg the problems 
they themselves had crealcd, If they had DOt ""beatcd up•• 
nahonal, rebpOUS9 mter ter,tana1 1nter tnba1, mter state con 
trt1d1chons 

The watS Imposed on As1an people by colonral powm. 
ss D!Jen repealed ~arl~. ~ souglJc co 6e leg1hmrscd 1n 
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the name of "ant•·communism " "The Ideology of anll­
commumsm stnps rebellion of JegJtJmacy and exalts the 
suppression of revoluhon as an act of )Jberatton, .. wrote the 
US Scholar R Barmet 1n hJS Jntmeotioo and Revolution 
(1968, p 60) This weapon proved too fragile lo stnnd the 
strong evJdence on the contrary The '"theory" of "anh· 
communiSm'" then gave way, cspec1ally after the su:hes, to one 
of "pohtJca1 vacuum" sought to be fiUod by the West 
The US pohcy planners evolved the "vacuum theory" wh1ch 
says that WasbJDgton JS ro .fill the "vacuum" supposed 
to be created after the departure of colOD1al powers from 
the scene It was Jawaharlal Nehru who debunked th1s 
"lheory" 1n a speech m the Lok Sabha on March 25, 1951 

"How 1s that vacuum to be filled? It can only be fill­
ed by the people of thai country growmg nnd develop­
mg themselves econormcally, pobhcally and otherwise" 

The Ind1an Ocean area, as d1scussed earJ1er, 1s mcrea­
smgly becommg a strates1c centre 1n US plans wh1ch look 
upon Jt as an "'emergency exn•• to South-East As1a and as 
a strategic "'key'' open•ng the "'door'' to India, East Afnca 
and to a large part of the 011 ncb Middle East The plan to 
tum the coral atoll of D•ego Oarc1a 1nto a fint rate m•brary 
outpost has to be VJewed 1n the l1gbt of the lhreat posed to 
the secunty of the ~gJOD ""A Western m1htary presence JS 

oecessary to mamta1n the balance or power m the JodJan 
Ocean a~a." s.:nd the Daily Telegraph (January 1, 1968) 

As1o. has had a spec1al place 1ft the strategy of lbe US 
wh1cb hopes to take the place or outgomg coloDJal powers 
It 1s with IbiS ObJective that Washmgton ha! set up a nng 
of bases m the ~g•on and 1noc:led together aggress1ve md1 
tary pacts Or JlS one md}IOD strong weJI~Uipped m1htary 
ron:es scrYmg abroad over 6,00,000 were reported ro be 
stahoned JD As1a before the conclusJOD of lbe V1ctnam war 
n..u1es, lls most deodly 03VDI lleel, the 7th Fkcl, wilh liS 
nuclear-powered a~rcra£1 camer Entcrpnse and submannes.. 
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pennancnlly cru1sed 10 West 1'.1~;1fic, and 1ts str:neg1c rn:cle.1r 
\\eapons v.erc: stored '" Ol..ma\\3, Guam :tnd lt:t\\11 The 
neh\Orl. or us mlhtary bases c:nss.cros.-; the Asl30 c:onunc:n1, 
wtlh 150 of \hem hems m l:lp;m :1lone An ~xtc:mtVe ch:1m 
o( bas.cs had b:en set up m Th:uland (now m the process o! 
bcmg d•smantled), South Korea, Tam:ln 3nd Ph1l1ppmes 

The •mpenal1st fiasco 10 Indo-Chma, the decJSion to d•s 
band the SEATO, the rebuff gl\en lo Wasbmgton by Pn:st­
dent Marcos of Ph1hppmt"i, the deciSIOn \"len b) llrout:utrJ 
to ;uL the Pentagon to pull out 1ts troops frorn the land all 
pomt to the failure of the strategic concepts of the US 111 Asta 
Tins ho\\e\er, docs not mean It bas J;I\C:n up Jts cxpan· 
~1orust schemes The Chrlsh:~n Sdentt: Mon1tor s~\ld Cot 
mst:mce, th:1t the f:~ll or the corrupt Thu:u reg1me m South 
V 1etn.am d1d not mean the US had to qu1t the As1.:1n waters 
nnmedi:llel) Sta.b1ltty rcquu-ed the presen~ of the US 1hc:re. 
It added A statement to tbe gme effect w3S made by Ph1h1' 
H:.b1b US AsstStanl SeCTt'tary of State, dunng: hiS \1S1fs to 
Jal.art:~ Kual::J. Lumpur and Singapore He s.:ud the US, a~ 
:JD .. As1:m and Paetfic Power ... "ould pby tis role • m 1ts 
o"-n mterest' 

Though the old type coloma! pouen have been forced 
to stage o.n e:ut from As1a 11 \\Ould be n:uve to bc:he\e tbey 
\\auld not ~\tempt a re-entry m one ~3rb or another, under 
one pretext or another In hb addr-ess to the Ro):d Central 
As1:1n Soc1ety on 13 March., 1968, S1r Esler O!nnmg, formerly 
of the Bnush FOn!Jgo Serv•ce :~nd Cha1rm:tn of the Coun 
t:1l of Royal Cclltral As•an Soctety, dented that the decas1on 
for m1hlary \\Jthdra\\al from South East As1a and the Per­
Sian Gull s1gnlfi.ed that \\C cons1der ourselves ns no longer 
h:.viDg a rote to pb.y m As1a as a whole ., S1r Denmng {urther 
S3.td 'We h3.ve felt obl•ged to \Hthdraw our forttS at short 
nol!ee m c•rcumstanees by no me:ms f3.vourabtc to us' 
(Journal a( th~ Ro)a\ Cml~l Ast:ln Soc:u~ty, Vol IV, Part 
ll June 1968 pp 136 139) By adophnc for tbe 11me 
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bemg ••a low mthtary profile" m Asta, the old colomal powers 
are only lool.mg forward to the recesston of the wave of 
anlt colontahsm 10 the hope that the dJStllUSJoned statc:vnen 
would then be wtlhng to cooperate wttb the West The pro­
ce~ of decolomsahon has been vtewed by Str DenDtng as 
'"certam malaJSe whtch ts 11hke eattng too much too fast 
whtcb resul~s m flatulence and lJ\dtgeslton wtth spells of dtZZt 
ness and outbursts of til temper The puce wtiJ slacl.en 
and turbulence substde " 

Western colomaltsm, thus has not abandoned 1ts plans 
of stngtng a 11back-door' entry mto As1a In fact, though 
dnven out, u very much stands at our door step, wn1hng for 
a su1table opportumty for a chtnl..1n our ranks to be \\ldened 
to fac1btate sts sneaL1ng entrance The Wests proposal of 
sendtng fore1gn troops to Kashmir was a classtc example of 
the JurLmg danger The As1an people will overlook 11 at 
pent to thetr own sovemgnty and freedom peace and 
secunty 

All these faets go to establish that coloma) and neo­
colonual forces, punumg the1r cconomtc and mlltlary str.ate 
gJc des1gns. shll pose a dtrect and 1mmedtate threat to the 
peace and secunty of our continent, to 11s stabtbt) and free 
dom, to Jts sovere1gnty and mdependent development Col 
lecttve seamty of As1a has, therefore, acqutred an urgency 
and 1ts achaevement has been fac1btated by the mcreas1og 
process of detente, by the cnsJS m the pohcy of 11b)oc and 
pacl pollt1cs'". by the defeat of the pohcy of cold \\ar and 
by the mcrcastag trend towards cooperahon tn place of con 
frontallon 

Optmon m lnd1a 1s near unammous 10 uphoJd10g lhnt 
non al1gnmmt was and rema1ns the bedrock of the country's 
appr03cb to problems of peace and sccunty While the gene 
rat framework or secunty as env1saged by lnd1a u prcmded 
by the Panchsbeel or the five pnnc1ples of peaceful coex1s 
tence. the concrete mea~ures su~gested or supported by 
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Jnd13 ror the promOIIOD or the 1dcaJ of COJICC:II\'C SCCUnt)" Ill 
Asia arc the creation of a Zone of Peace 1n the Jndr:m Ocean 
ncutr.ahs:atlon or South-cast As•a and the adophon or an Asaan 
Convcnuon emurmg rnpect lor mdcpc:ndence, sovere•go\y 
and tcrrJional JDirgt~ly of the countncs of the rcgaOD and lhe 
ncu~n\1\y of such countncs tt.s Yo 00 \o rc:m;:un neutral 1'hc 
Ind1:tn eppr~ch to sccunly n:J·cts the nco-colon13hst "\3CU 

um"' concept Funhc:r, the lnd•an ;um 1s to build a struc 
turc o[ rcgton:~.l sec:unty 1n Asta m Lcep1ng w1th the pnnc1 
pies of the UN Charter Collcchvc sccurJly 10 As1:1 lS to be 
VIC"cd as a tong tenn obJective to be rc:dlSed without out 
s1dc anter!crcnce and pnmanly through non md1tary mc31\s 
by mutu:~.lly bcncfic•:&l cc:onom1c coopcr:ahon aznong the D3 
hens of the regiOn 

Pohhcal aaalysts have been obscmng of late lhat there 
JS a m:&rkcd accent on rcgton:~l tcoaomtc cooperahOD 10 the 
Jncban approach to problems of sec:unty m Asl:a If earlier 
cconomac coopcr:1:11on was thought of mostly m tenus or ex 
panston of Inter rcgton:~.l trade, tbcy state, the rcecnt stress 
IS on deeper CCDDODUC coopcrallon such as estabbsbment of 
JOIDt 1ndustna\ pro)Cds and ctcatiOQ. of vanous financial aod 
econom1c ASJaa JUSiltuhons tbrough the Asian Council o[ 
Mm1stcrs an ECAFE agency Bcs1des mutldatcra1 ctrorts 
lod1:l 11 1ry1ng to further stn:ngthen cconom1c ceop-rallon on 
a b1lattral bas1s With cauntncs l1le l\epa1 Bangladesh SrJ 
t.a.nk.3 Malaysaa Iraq Iran and Afgbaru.s!an 

India has nothiDg to da w1th auldary blocs dll'cctcd 
agamst defiru.te states or group of states and she a1ms at em 
braCIDJ :&11 the states of a pven geographzcal rcgton We 
beheve that sccunty could only be c:asu~ by collecll'oC 
efforts through comm.ttments undertaken by aU cou.ntncs 
or on a t:egmna\ baslS and JD51st lha.t far from replacmg the 
Un1ted Nauons the n:g•onal secunty system must compte 
meat d The approach to the dc\elopment of tcg1ona\ ecouo 
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m1c cooperatum for creatmg a cbmate conduave to secunty 
IS or great 1IDponBDce 

Jnd1a has been a great factor Of peace ID tbe AsJID 
conbD<Jit Through 11s pobcy or non abgoment u b:JS made 
a notable conlnbutJon not only u secunty JD As1a but also 
to world pence At the: present JUDcture or fuslozy when 
great posJIIve changes arc takmg place m mtemat.Jonal rela 
boos, towards wlucb IDd1a has made no mean cootnbubon, 
our country under Mrs Inchra Gandh1 s lcadenh1p u dJs­
pla,ms w1th renewed VJgour the dyoamJSm of the Nehru era 
and facmg the liCW challc:JJgos 

Why the So>1et \Jn10D IS m ra:vour of !Ius plan' L I 
Brezlmev explamed Jt, w1th hJS class1c breVIty, m Augusl 
1973 at a meetmg Jn Alma Ata 

• We do so because we seek to exclude wan, armed con 
fbcts and UDpenahst aggresswn on tbe Asian contment, we 
waut every country BDd every people to he guaranteed con 
dJtJoDS for free development and national regCDCraiJon, we 
want a splllt or trust aud mutual undmtandmg to prevail JD 
relations among Asian cotJDtnes " 

The basiC framework or coJiectn.e secunty 1D AsJa IS D 

k1Dd or a code or peacefu~ good neJShbourJy J<lltiODS bel 
ween As•au. countncs and peoples It mcludes rcnuncaauon 
of use or force m relatJons between slates, respect for saver 
e1gaty iUid mVJOlabrhty of borders, non m.tederence 10 do 
mest1c Dfl'aus. and broad based econoauc and olher types of 
cooperat10n on the b:JSJS or complete equaht)' BDd mutual 
benefit It eD\IlSagcs the r1ght of each eouatry to dec~de Jts 
own dest1ny, the Jnadmtsslblhty o[ sett.ure of lemtory by 
means of aggresSion the mabenabJe ngbt of each eountry lo 
~R-lgn possess10n of 1\S natural moun:cs and canymg 
out of socJo-economtc transformations and lhe settlemen1 of 
att 1nlemattonal dtsputes by peaceful means 

ReDUDCiabon or use of force ID relations between states 
1S an 1mponant pnnc1ple of modem U1temat10Dal law "The 
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pnnc1plc o[ non usc of force ha' been wntlc:Jl 10 clause .S 
or Arta<lc 2 or the UN Cb:lrtcr "All Members shall n:rratn 
ID the1r mtemat1orml relations from the threat or usc o( force 
ag:unst the tcmtonal mtcgnty or pobucal Independence ol 
any state, or m any other manner mconsJStc:nt With the pur 
poses or the Umtc:d Nauons.. The m:un p11rpose o( the 
Umted Nahans lS to save succcc:dlng g,enc:ra.llOns from the 
scourge of war The sphere of opc:rallon of th1S pnnc•pJc 
as rather wtde, though-3nd thiS must be strnsc:d here-the 
pnnc1ple does not extend to c::lSCs of JUSlllic:d WJd lawful adop­
tion of effc:chve measures to :~vert ., threat to peace, to tight 
back acts o[ aggrcss•on and other V1ola.t10ns of peace The 
UN D~o.clmtiOD on Pr~nc•plcs of lntcmahon:d Law stresses 
that nothmg tn the forc&o1ng para&raphs lhatl be construed 
as enlarging or damu:ushmg 1n any way the &cope of the 
PfOVISIODS or the Charter conccmmg cases m wh1ch the usc 
of force lS lawful • 

Jt should be pomtcd out that d1rcct armed aggression on 
the part o[ 1mpcr1ahst and pro 1mpenahst forces, as was the 
case 10 Korea, and later 10 lndo-Chma and the Middle I:ast, 
presenls a most brulal fonn o( usc of Coree The constant 
thre;als of usc of force gravely comphcarc the cause o( en 
sunng stable peace m Asta tn3smuch as these: threats arc 
unlawful and 1llcgal frorn the V1ewpomt of mlernauonal 
l:M lb1s w grtph~eany borne out by recent reports 1n lhc 
US press and even by statements m:ade by some ofhcntls m 
Washmgton about the poss1bllaty of ustng armed force b) 
lhe Unated States agatnst the o1l producmg countr~cs of the 
Mtddle East and the Penl.3o Gul( arn tf some 'spec1al car 
cumst:Ulces anse 

nus IS not JWl a sohtary case of tmpc:nahsts' black 
madang Aslan countn~ It IS not at all a rare case that 1m 
penaltst troops arc conccntra.ted near the borden of an Astan 
slate that lhc Navy and Au Foree flaunt the1r mtght, and 
that other kmds or tbreats force arc tssued In recent years 
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1II1perlilltsts have been glVlDg mcreasmg attention to establish 
mg new ID.l.htary bases m As~tt and the adJacent areas, m 
parhcular, tn the Jnatan Ocean 

Tius cannot but evoke concern among Astan states whtch 
nghtly regard lffipenaltst mthtacy bases as a spnng board 
for aggression agamst them It IS only natural that the 
countncs and peoples of Asia should come out tn favour of 
an early soluhon of the problem of eh.m.mahng foretgn mdt­
tary bases m the terntones of other countnes 

Asian people ace also well aware of the grave conse 
quences whtch may anse as a result of applymg pohltcal 
and economtc pressures by 1II1penah.sm and reaclton It 1s 
for thts reason that the Carro Declaralton, adopted by the 
Conference of Heads of State and Government of Non 
Al1gned Countnes (1964), stressed that the use of force may 
assume dlfierent forms military, pohtical and economiC 

It IS clear that the pnnc1ple of non use of force does not 
rule out reststance of blackmoul by armed fon:e and to the 
use of poltttcal and economtc pressures It also does not rule 
out repulsmg dtrect m1htary aggressiOn 

Bestdes, one should bear 10 mmd that ren!lnctatton of 
threat of use of force concerns only the sphere of Jnter-state 
relahons and does not extend to settlement of domesllc pro 
blem.s The prmc1ple of non use of force can Jn no way 
hamper the exerciSe of the mai.Jenable nght of peoples to 
dec1de their own destlmes themselves 

Of late, tbe pnnc:tple of non use of force IS gatnl.Dg ever 
more recogmhon m Asum countnes and IS bemg adopted 
m the1r mutual relattons The Srmla agreement between 
Pakistan nnd Ind1a, and other JOtnt documents s1gned by 
Asian states, are tts glanng examples The Soviet Umon, 
whtch has concluded fnendslup treaty wtlh lnd1a nnd Iraq, 
w1th countnes commttttng themselves to conslStently ab1de 
by the principle of non use of force, makes a ro3JOr contn 
butJon to the estabhshment of thJS prmCJple 
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Non use of force 1n rcb.hons bet\\et:D states 1S snsep:lt 
::~.bly connected wllh pe3cdu1 scttlen\ent o[ mterrotton:ll das 
pules In collfonnaty \\ith Uus pnnciple, all states should 
scUie by peaceful means mtcrnah~l dLSputes or suua.hons 
..,.h1ch may result 111 \lolat1ou of peace As clause 3 of ArU 
de 2 of tbe UN Charter states, "ali Members shall settle 
the!.( mteroat1onal dtsputes by peaceful me.tns Ul such a 
manner tbat 1ntc:roat1onal pe:~.ce and secunty and JUstice 
are not cnd:u~gercd .. 

Peacdul settlement of mternat1onal diSputes u thus a 
geo.era11y recogmscd. pnnc1ple of Jntemahonal b.w, an obh 
gatory norm o[ n:13hons among slates 

Means of peacdul settlement are mcreas.mgly bc:com 
mg establiShed praclJces m tutematlonal relatiOns, bezug 
used on the b::ts!S o[ w1untary chotec :lnd ag~U~Denl bet 
~o~.een tbe t""o s1des The path of ncgotJ.auons, bdaleta.l and 
multilateral, has more than once demonstrated Its umvena1 
character and effictency m Asta as \\CU In most co\SCS 11 
helps the s1d~ cstabltsb. busmessi.Jle contacts, gu:uaotee tbeu 
equ:ility. create favourable prereqUISites for a quest for 
mutually acceptable compromiSe, and. m the fi.llal nnal)sts, 
for n:achmg final agreem~t on the settlement of an mter 
nahonal diSpute 

Methods such as good offices :llld medtatton have proud 
helpful m settlmg tntenJattonal diSputes m Asta nus was 
graphically di:IIlonstrated by the settlement of the armed con 
tltct between Pak.15.tan ::tncl lndta lD 1965, largely due to the 
good offices of lbe Sovtet Uwon nt the Tasblent Conference 

Peaceful settlement o( dlSputes presupposes stnct ob 
servance of comwtments contamed m mtcmahonal treat1es 
and agreements h 15 on tbts bastS alone that the setllement 
of mternatlonal dtsputes by pc=acefut means can be success-­
ful and durable Of course what v.e mean here are ' 
treahes Y<hlch are m (l)ll accord wtth mternatlonat bv. 

Respect [or sovcrctgnty and tnvtolabWty of b 
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also constitutes a basJc pnnc1ple of JDietnat•onal Jaw, and 
.ts stnct observance contnbutes to the cause of eosunng dur 
able peace and dependable secunty of nallons, the1r fnend 
sh1p, cooperabon and soc1al progress 

As applied to countries, sovere1gnty meam: supremacy of 
lhe stale over ds temtory, Its tndependence 10 mtemat1onal 
reiatJons Without any v10latton or the sovere1gn nghts of 
other stales aud of the generally recogrused norms of mter 
national law With the beguuuog of the era of downfall of 
colomal1sm there has been a. steady growth of opponumlles 
Cor yollllg states to exerc1se tbeJr sovereJgd nghts to JUnd1cal 
equahty, temtonal mtegnty and pobttcal mdependence, to 
choose and develop their pobbcal SOCial and CCODOmJc sys 
lem, and to establiSh and consolJCbte peaceful relat1ons and 
mutually advantageous cooperntJon w1th other states Con 
seque:ntly, favourable cond1Uons are ans1dg for an unfBJbog 
1mplemcntabon of the pnnc1ple of mpect for state saver 
e1gnty, wh1ch JS mcreasmgly takmg root JD Joternattonal poll 
bcs 

As has already been mentioned, terntonal supremacy, 
1 e, the exclustve JUnsdlCbon of the state over 1ts 0\\D. tern 
tory, 1s an organ1c element of state sovemgnty State 
borden, l1kc Its temtory Jlself, arc JDVIOJable The pnnc1ple 
of JDVJolabl11ly of borders conshtutes a generaUy recogniSed 
norm of Jntemattonal Jaw, and a VJolallon of this pJ1DCJple 
1s regarded as an uola9.1ul act JDcompaiJble With the prov1 
s•ons of the UN Charter 

'The madm•ss1b11Jly or annexatton of temtory bv means of 
aggress1on 10 thts context 1s quite obVIous 1b1s pnnc1ple 
Js also embodied 1D the UN Charter and an many other JD• 

temaiJonal documents 
Respect for nahonal sovereignty Js Inseparable from the 

recogn111on or the ngbt or each country to dec1de us cm.n 
desflny, t e, to es:tabhsh such a soc:1al system and ehoosc such 
a Conn or so\emment wh•ch It cons1deB expcc:bent and nece 
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ssary for cnsunng 1ts soc1a1, cconomtc and cultural de\elop­
ment Tlus r1gbt mcludcs t\\o mutually supplementary 
elements on the one band free cb~ce by the country of ns 
antemahooa1 status and, on the other. 1ndepcndent anungc. 
ment and settlement of 1ls mtcm:al atra1rs by 1ts people The 
second clement presupposes guarantcc:s for freedom of n• 
presston of wdl by people and renunca:umn by other st:llcs 
of any encroachments an thas freedom 

The pnnctplcs of respect far st:ah: soverc:tgnty and the 
rtght of n:lhons to self dctc:nmnahon underhc the UN Charter 
These have been repeatedly canfinned m mast tmporf:I.Dt m 
temauonal documents, the Decl.:nallan on the Granung of 
Independence to Calamal Countnes and Peoples adopted 1n 

1960 by the UN General Assembly, tbe Dccb.rahon of 
B.:mdung (19SS), and the C~:nro (19S7) Conferences of As1an 
and Afncan Slates, as well :lS the Conference of Noo·Abgned 
Countncs m BcJg .. dc (1961), Co~ro (1964), Lusoka (1970) 
aDd AlgJ<n (1973) 

Htstoncal expcncnc:e shows that pohhcal Independence 
of couotncs oud nahons cannot be ful1y guaranteed unless 
they have alla1ncd cconomtc andcpcndcnce NatJOICII SOVU· 
e~gnty ts 111SCparablc from the right of countries to so"terdgn 
possession or natural resoar«s and Cln)Ing oat of socio­
ecoaomlc fr.Jns[ormataon. Th1s nght1s nO\\ bctng IDCrc:lltDg· 
ly rccogmsed 1n mtemahona1 rclabons, 1\htch 1s tcsblied. 
for example, by the deciSion of the Algters Conference of 
the Non Altgned Countrtes (1973) :md the 6th Speczal Ses 
SIOD. (1974) of the UN General Assembly on Problems of 
Raw Matenals and Development 

The uncond.zhonal n::cogruhon of the pnnc1ple of na 
t1onal soven:tgnty ts of great 1mpartancc to As1an countrzes 
They have gamed vast succe5SCS m their struggle for free 
dam and mdependence But zmpenahsrn and reactzon have 
not yet g1vcn up tbetr attempts overt or covert, to v1olate 
and even grossly trample upon tbe sovc=ret~nty of newly 
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hberated Asran nations 

ActuaJiy. PeklDg, too. has been dtrectmg Its efforts 1n 

the same dU'ecbon Chma's foretgn. po1rcy. based on great 
power and hegemon1shc stnvmgs, shov.-s an uller contemp1 
for rhe SOYerel'ga ngbrs and nauonal rntcrests of Asran 
peoples and countnes We recaU here the treacherous stand 
adopted by the Peking leaders m relahon to the llberahon 
struggle of the people of Bangladesh 

As1a shll has on tts temtones outposts of co1omala.sm, 
w1th several mtlbon people sullenng from fore1gn dom10a 
uon Hong Kong, sctzcd. from Chma by Bnt1sb coton1al 
1St's, rs today the b1ggest colony m Asia. Dcsp1te 1es hrgh~ 
wundmg words spoken m support of colomal people's l•bera 
hon struggle, Pek1ng docs not hft even lls httle finger to help 
the people of that tcrntory-wbtch ts Chmese from t1mc 
rmmemonal-lo free themselves from coloma] dependence 
On the contrary, Pel1ng prefers to use that terrttory for carry 
rng out profitable commerctal operattons and cconom1c deals 
\YJih Western powel'S' 

Colomal1sm ts obviously mcompattblc wtth respect for 
lbe sovere•gnty of nat1ons and states Preservation of colo­
mal dependence m any form •s a gross V19lahon of the norms 
of rotematronat Jaw The UN Declarat1on on the Granl 
1ng of Independence ro Colomai Countnes aDd Peoples 
qualifies refusal to grant freedom or puttmg of obstacles oo 
the way to freedom of those peoples and countnes as a threat 
to um,ersal peaee 

Temtonal clauns and border dtsputes ~ere among the 
matn reasons for numerous Ultcraatlonal conR1tls acd "'ars 
Vaolat1ons of the pncctples of mV1oJab1hty of borders and of 
madm1sstbdJIY of anncxahon by mtans of aggrcssron ~ st1U 
practiSed m Asia In As1a proper and be) end 1t there .arc 
forces demand•ng a d1mzon of tctntory 1n the conunent 

EnJOY•ng lhe support from across the se:ts. lsrub rul•ng 
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c1rcks se1zed m 1967 a cons•derablc part o[ Anb temtoncs 
and they ha\ e been stubbornly seckmg to conhnue the oe 
cup::~hon At the s:~.me t1me, Tel A'1V trnmples upon the 
teptm1atc: nghts of the Arab people of Palestmc: tl)'lng m 
partiCUlar, to TCJC:CI thczr n~ht IO b.ne 3 statehood of their 

own 
Groundless geopollhcal dazms conshtute a ma1or iUp«t 

of Pekmg's hegemorusllc hne Chmese le:~ders Jeopardise 
the pnncJplc of JnVlolabdtt) of borders and temtones of :l 

number of sta.tes We11 lnown :1re Pcl:mg's pro,~llve 
cb1ms on the temtoncs of other states, and 1ts nggrcss•ve 
postures on tt1 border \\lth lnd1a and wdh other As1:m ceun­
tnt:s E\-en new maps are published 10 Chma sho\\·1ng par1s 
of temlones of Jndta., Bunn::~, Mal.o.ysta, Thatland, L:los and 
other countnes of South :md South Enst As1a n, 1n tts pas 
ses.ston Thts ts frau~ht wllh d!Ulgerous consequences and 
arouses the Je~tttmate concern of the countnes ne1ghbounng 
on China.. In 1974 Cluna tooL armro achon agamst the 
Par.~.~I Islands. m South Chma Sea Of Jate, tl ts b:com 
lDf: eV1dent that Pel..mgs exp:mstODtst amb111ons .arc betng 
:sttrred up by the d1seovcry of Oil deposits at the bed o[ seas 
washmg the coast... of the contment 

Moreover, the teaden of China try to use for their 0\\1\ 
selfish mterests dtsputes betv.ttn Astan states The fuss 
1'3.1Scl occas,onally by the Chmesc: propotgand:a nround the 
so-called tssue of Kaslumr-an rntegr.~l part of lnd•a-may 
serve as an example Peking does not h~1tate to encourage 
and support secess1onut and revengeful forces scel..,ng to 
damage the pohttcal and temton:ll tnlegnty and mVIolablll 
ty of borders of some Astan :states It was w1lh Clunc:se 
support that the separahsts forces m Burma and lnd1a car 
ned on the!I' tre:uona.ble act.IVlhCS.. Cb1n.a openly encourages 
those ctn:les 1n Japan Yohtch by cla.Jms to the so<allcd 
.. northern terntones In oth~T words, Cbma ts trytng lo 
rtv1Se the borders of Japan estabh5hed after World War II 
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Toda) the maJOrlly of Asran stares support the prrncr 
pie of rnVJolabrhry of borders whrch have hrstorrcally been 
shaped rn the conrrncnr they also support the prmcrplo or 
madmlSStbJhty of annexmg temtory through aggress•on 
The convJClJon Js deepemng that the scUiement of temtonaJ 
d1spures can and mwt be earned out by peaceful means 
and through negot1ataons and there ore plenty of examples to 
show the eflectavcness of th1s method 

Whdc analysmg aU kmds of encroachments upon the 
nat1onal sovere1gnty of As1an nat1ons 1t IS necess;uy to 
stress that the forces of 1mpenabsm and reaction hove been 
1nvanably seel..mg to enslave econom1t:~Uy by usmg nco­
coloma) forms and methods A specUJJly Jmpm1ant role u 
ass1gned to mtcmatJonal monopolies wh1ch 1mpenabsts use 
WJih the purpose of plunderously explo•Ung lhe natural 
wealth and resources of As1a s developing countnes and of 
opposmg lhc1r SOCJo-cconomJc traoslonna11ons The Ja 
CQUJtabJe economiC 1gretments Jmposed on As1an stales con 
tmuc to serve as an eJlectJve msJrument of euslaVJng them 

From year to year the developmg countnes or As1a up­
hold then eoononnc mdependence ever more v1gorously and 
make an mcrcasmgly w1de usc of the.Jr SCJ\.erc1gu nghls and 
stale ptmer Jn order ro repulse the JUbJir.Jry acts of fomgn 
cap1taJ Young Aaan stares seek reeogn1hon and stnct ob 
servance by fore1gn cap1tal of lhe pnnCJpJc or mutual bene 
fit and bcg1n applysng rad1cal measures to protect the1r m 
terests JDcludmg nauonahsat10n of foreign property 

The struggle to establ1sh the pnne~ple of respect for na 
llonal sovere1gnty waged by mdqJCndent states by nar1onal 
bberat1on movements and by all democratic and progressive 
forces m As1a •s gtUomg strength aod scope 

Non rntcrference m •ntemal affa1rs The obhgat1on of 
stales not to 1ntedere 1n mtemal atfa1rs of other countnes 
A7llo>wmg tire rmn<tt* of =1""« lo< """""'l"'Y ~{ na 
IJOD'i and $tales 1s a fundamenlal fealure of present-day 
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mtemallonal law <m 1mport<mt cond•uon of peaceful co 
exJstence of stales v.nh different SOCial systems The UN 
Charter regards the pnnc1ple of non mtcrference OlS one of 
the most 1mportant pnnc:Jples of the \\Orld body It has 
been confirmed by the UN Decl:mahon on the Inadmt~mb1h 
ty or lntc:run110n tn the Domeshc Affa1n of States and the 
Protection or The1r Independence nnd Sovereignty (1965) 
and the UN decl3ratJon on the pnnciples of fnendly rcJa 
loons (1970) 

The prmc•ple of non mterfeRnce cannot be construed to 
mean merely the bannmg of threat or use of force It also 
mc:ao!i the renunCJ:JtJOn of usc of poht.Ical economiC :md 
other measures and all forms of mterferencc m the mtemal 
affa1rs of states m order to restnct the1r sovere•gn nghts and 
gam ad\ anlages whatever they m1ght be at the c;~~;pense of 
other sbtes ProeecdtDg from a broader mterprelaUon of 
the pnnc1ple of non mterference the UN Dcclarahon of 
1965 emphas!sct.l 1ts fairly Important component when 11 

sa1d that all states shall rdram from organiSing assLSttng 
tra1nmg financ10g eDcouragiDg or ntlowlDg armed subver 
stve or terronsttc achvttles dlrected at chang1ng the system 
of another state by me:u15 of VJolence and also refr;un from 
mterfermg m lDtcrnal struggle m another st3 te Thus the 
pnnclple of non mterferencc rules out both export of counter 
revolution as well as revoluhon Estabhshmg socJal systems 
and cboosmg forms of govemment a~ a p~rogat.Jve of tbe 
couctnes Lbemselves 

However m Asia perhaps as nowhere else tlJe pnnct 
pie of non mterference 10 mtern.al affairs IS betng often VtO. 

lated grossly lmpenahsm and rcactton contmue to make 
'ltfempts at •mposmg the1r wtll on mdependent countnes and 
at suppressmg nahan:~.! liberation movements m As1a By 
1ts unscrupulous mterf~nce m the mtem:ll affaus of many 
As1an nahons the Pektng leaders have more than once 
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exacerba1ed the s1tuahon, thereby threatcmng pence and secur1 
ty Jn As1a 

As1an countnes and peoples. as well as peoples elsewhere 
are giVJDg an ever more resolute rcbufi to the mterfercnce 1n 
the1r mtcn1:11 affairs by 1mpenal1sts and the1r henchmen and 
arc ever more achvely sc:ckmg to tntroduce the pnnc1ple of 
non mterference m the prachce of International relahons 
nus was reflected 10 the Declaration of the Conference of 
Non Aligned Countnes tn Algoers (1973), whoch demanded 
cllmtnauon of any kand of mterference or pressurc--pohhcal, 
economtc or md1tary. 

The broad development of econom1c and other coopero 
1100 on the basrs of complete equably and mutual advantage 
although conducted on a voluntary basts IS mvanably 
becommg a legal nann an obJ1gatory pnnc1ple ThiS IS 
pre.detenmned m particular by the fact lhat bdateral and 
multllaterul cooperation bel\\een states m rconomJc soc1al 
cultural screntdic and technological ond other spheres pro­
vided aU basic standards of Jntematronal law, and the 
pnncrples of respect for sovereignty and non rnterference are 
observed uhrch brmg countnes and ~Jes closer logether 
promotes mulual understandmg and trust between them there 
by olfmng broader opportundJes for consohdaung unJvers~:~l 
peaee 

Tal.1ng mto account the tmportant role played by such 
cooperahon m ma1ni111Dtng mlemalronal secunty all states 
are n~:~turally expected to promote tt In every posstble way 
The present day detente ObJectJwly gJves nse to favourable 
cond1hons for achrcvmg th1s goal At the same t1me cons1 
derable d1fficulhes ar1smg from the negaiJve consequ-nces of 
the energy and raw matenat cnses currency upheavals and 
unprecedeated mflabon 1hat have struck the cap1tahst world 
hrnder tbe puth of progress of econom1c trade scu:nt1fic 
technologrcaJ and cultural tJes among states 

Jt rs necessary to emphas1se here lhe s1gndicancc or sueh 



188 j\011 Abpm~11t 'IA!aer of 1\r!hru 

zn:~11en:able components of the pnnc1ple o[ cconom1c and 
other coopcraiJon of st:!.lcs as complete equahty :md rnutu31 
benefit They rule out every ktnd of dtscr~mmauon sn rcla 
lions beho,eeD countncs v.hatever the differences m the1r 
pohucal econom1c and <>ocJal systems or the Je,cl of econo­
mic development As for specdic fonns of cooperation they 
are bews chosen by states themselves sub)ect to thc1r n~ds 
and m~tenat tC'!.OUrccs. domeshc legtSlahon and mtema 
hona1 eomm1tments 

The pnnc1p1e of economJc nnd other cooperahon b:J.S 
been reaffirmed m the UN Charter the UN dec1aratJon on 
the pnnc1ples o[ lnendly rdat1ons and In olher authontatae 
mteroat•on::~l documents mcludmg the rectnt ones the De 
cla.rallon on the Establishment of a New lntemahonal 
Econonuc Order ilild the Programme of Act1on adopted m 
1974 by the SIXth SpCCI3l Session or the UN General Assem 
bly on problems of r::tw m:ltenals nnd development 

The people and countnes of As13. are faetng tremen 
deus urgent tasks o( socto-economtc development 1b.etr 
solut1.0n depcnd!ii. not only on thctr ov.n effort but largely 
on an nll round cooperat1on among them 

As1an states are att:lcbmg mcreasmg 1mport:mce to the 
development of economic trade and cultur:d lies \\ l.lb the 
Sovtet \Jmon and wdh other SOCt:lhst countnes Tilts wtll 
enable lhem to wage :1 more successful struggle agal.0.5t the 
1mper1altsts attempts to enslave them as v. ell as for the1r eco­
nomtc mdependence and soctal progress 

The Sovtet Un10n \o\lllch h:ts been adVIXatmg coopera 
tton Wtlh Astan couotnes and has been uofadmgly giVmg 
lhem consJderable 8S51Stance m overcommg backwardness 
and oppresston conhnues to gtvc them support tn the bUild 
mg of the core sector of nattonal economy tD particular m 
c~atmg an mdustnal basts of thctr economtes 

E:tpenence shows tbe people of Asia that 1arge-sc3k 
de,elopment of equttablc and mutuaUy advantageou!ii. co-
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opcrat100 enables them to channel the maxtmum of the1r 
resources mro producuon, to use m the mterests of lherr 
own progress the acluevements of scaentdic and technological 
revolution and the advantages of the davwon of labour m 
ASia and on lhe world scale And all tbos os possoble only 
of theno e.Jst good neogbbourly relatooos and durable peaco, 
wh1ch can develop on the bas1s of collective secunty 1n As1a 

It 1s obv1ous, therefore, that the foundations of coUec 
tave secunty 10 Asia are m full conformity wuh the pnncJple 
of peaceful coexutauce of slates wnh dlff'erent soc1al sys 
tems, prmc1ples written m the UN Charter, pnacJples 10 the 
h1stonc declaration of the Bandung Conference of Afro-As1an 
countries (1955) and other mternallonal documents wh1ch 
have a beanng on As1a. 

Sctt1og forth the 1dea of ensunng peace 10 ASJa by JOint 
effort, we start from the prem1se that, a a result of Jts 1m 
plementahoo, a reliable collective secunty for all As1a will 
come 1nto bemg, that 11 w11l be open to all ASJan states, that 
no country will obtam any one-saded advantage at the ex­
pense of other states, that they wlll all bve 1.0 condJIJons of 
equal secunty, and that collect1ve secunly JtseU WJII not be 
d1rected agaJDSt any one As1an country or a group of As1an 
countnes 

As the hotbed of war 1n Soulbeast As1a bas already been 
ehmmated, the 1dea of estabhslung eollect•ve secunty wluc:h 
has become much more poss1ble, 1s recCJved m As1a wnh 
gtDWJng undentandmg and approval The broadest secfJons 
of As111n people arc demoostrallog thCJr support to thu 1dea 
Even more AsJan stales, mclud•og Ind1a. wh•c:h Js playmg a 
most unporlaDt role 1n shapmg lbe dest1ny of the conlinent, 
and many othen, came out 1n support of a collective de­
fence of peace ID As1a Today lhe quest1011 at Jssue 1s to 
start lnmslabng tlus JUSt and noble 1deal mto reabty 

A d15liD8UlShiDg fepturc: or lhe proposal for collectave 
secur1ty u that 11 takes mto account the ~al suuauons ra 
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As13. and the dcmmds of the \tmes E1\cftSL\C c,le\elapmcnt 
of econom1c 110d other Lmds of cooperiiUOn \\Ill m:ake 1t 
pmtblc \o provtdc the nctns:.ry matcn:L\ baslS (or Ast:ut. 

""cunty 
The pnncaples ol As1:m secunty on a collcctave bas1s 

p3\C the way for satroducmg pnac:Jplcs m mtcr-stace: rela 
uons that will ulumatcly enable tbc pollcy of peaceful co­
CXJSiiUlcc to gam acccpta.ncc throughout lhc As1aa coau 
oent Though m:uoly these: pnocaplcs cornspond to lhosc 
cmboched. 10 the UN Cbancr. they arc not a rcpdJIJOD but 
further dcvclopmcnl to them Moreover. as CVCt)ODC l.DO\\S,­

DOt all Asian sULies arc 10 the UN 
Owmg to liS \cry n:ature, coUccll\ c Kcunty cannot but 

be of an all Ast;tn o:..ture The star1U1g poi.Dt lor the estab­
lishment of collcctl\c sec:unty 1.11 Asaa lS the JDdl't'lstblhty o( 
peace. 1 c • the orgamc mtc:rc:onneciJon of un•vers=~l sceunly 
and tbe securny ol each mdJYJdual slalc All states an th:J.t 
rcg~on urcspcchve ot ddtercam 1n tbc1r soc1al s)slcm, wdl 
Y.Orl.. for est.ublJ.shmcnt of coUech\c scc:unty wh.lc:h \\Ould 
be m the LDterests of c:t.ch state 

The Sovaet Umon s JruU:t.ll\C JR C:Sl:t.bbs!u.ag Asaan se 
currty has cvoL.ed WLdc response and support bolb. lB and 
outside the contment lm.pcrJalasm. ;md mtematJOD;d rc 
ac:raon arc ll)'mg to rc:to.ltatc With a counter attacL but they 
ba\oc very bttle chance of succecdmg tbc dnvc for cnsunng 
secunty oo the b3.S.tS of collettt.ve ctiorts of Aum states 15 
becom10g an ctrecllvc factor m Asut s pohttcal :t:ft'3.U'S 

The bnc of demarcahon between the two opposmg 
forces m Asaa IS easy to follow Whereas the cb:tmproPS of 
tollcebve sccunty secL lastmg pe;tee and benefic1al c:oopet3. 
lion the1r DppODe.ats cuDDOt. conceive of ASia Without blocs 
without furtbcr aggravahon of tCD.SlOo and Without Astan 
states bc:mg at loggerbcads With one &Dotbcr 

True takm.g mto acoo\lDt the lttnd for detente 1m 
pcnahsm and reacbon do not always act 10 the open and 
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often try underhand means Let us lake a closer look at 
the moves of the opponents of collecttve secun&y m As1a 

A deliberate attempt IS made to arbfic1a1ly exaggerate 
the complexlty of As1an reality and, thereby, to qucshon the 
vabdaty of the tdea of collective secunty m ASJa The Lon­
don Tunes (March 22, 1972) elaiDls that the totally undelin 
ed concept of an As1an collective secunty arrangement 
Js not an adequate pobcy to cope With such a complex sJtua 
bon" 

One cannot fall to see bow b1ased IbiS and other such 
allegations are Nobody demes that 11 w11I take tune and eft'or1 
to estabbsh secunty m Asta 

The supporters of collective secunty take mto CODS1 

derahon the real state of afi811'S m ASJB., the d11ferent levels 
of development, the miXed character of soc1al relations m 
the states m that nrea, the differences m natJonal tradJUons 
language and culture 

However, 1t. 1S one tbmg to recogmse the complex.1ly of 
the As1an s1tuauon and another to deny, on these grounds 
the need for poohng the eft'orts of As1an states JD the JDter 
ests of secunty and cooperation It JS the latter, uoseemmgty 
gu1debne that the opponents of coUecllve secunty Jay down 
CertiWl Western experts, m general, eall 1nto quest1on the 
poss1b1hty of As1an uruty Jtself 

The •ntens1faed quest for ways of developing reg•onal 
cooperallon and eolleeuve defence of peace 10 As1a eJue1 
d11tes the f11r fetched nature of doubts of IbiS kind Funher· 
more, consJderllllon of lhe real sltuauon 10 As1a does not 
remove, but, on the contrary, mc:reases the need Cor urgent, 
JOint efforts lo bnng 11bout a decJSI\e cbaoge 1n As1:an aJTaJrs 
towards general nonoahsat1on 

The opponents or As1a.n rollc:ellvc sccunty seek lo d1s 
ton tbe mearung or the Sov1et Umon s mtenhon or sellmg 
up blocs and Jls "'bosllle desagns" "Jib regard to cerl.:un 
Ast:an c:ounlnes For example:, Cyrus Sulz.bergcr. •ell 
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known US J!Oht,~.a.t commentator, alleges lh:IL the 1dc:a. IS to 
csbbluh an A~an bloc f::a\"OUDbtc lo tht: Jr..rcmhn aad to 
by poss ChoD3 from the: soulb<m llant 

lt 1s e;1sy to see how grouud!css such a.tlepllons are 
TIJtre lS no mcnuon m the Sov1n :rropos:ds about setunc up 
some lund of • "bloc" Thcso rroposob only l•y """" the 
prmc1plc:s lor As1D.n st:accs, anc1udmg rnpccl fqr lhtll' so..cr 
c1gn nghts and a "ldc rnnge o[ mc.uun:s tor de\ cJop1ng 
mult1Corm cooperation ttmong AsGln countnel Ul lu11 ac: 
conbnce wnb lhtU' VItal reqUitCU\1:RSS 

lt woutd be useful to recall here: th:at there \Us a wne 
~ h<n the Peoples Republoc ol Cbm• fully supporkd tbc 
Sov~et Umou s stand on the questlon of A!f.l:La collechvt 
secunty Tho: JOIRt Sovu:t Chutcsc. statement stgned on. Jan 
uary 11 1951 s\atcd 

""Both Sides eons1dcr 1bat a11 dosed mllttary groupn1gs 
should be .replac:td by a S)Stem of colltctne p:ac:c and c:o1 
lectn e scctlfiiV .. 

Furthermore dunng the 19SS 60 penod. the govern 
mcEU of Peoples Republic. of Cbma. Use.lf on more lh:in one 
occa.s~an advmced the propos:d o( a~nc1ustOD. of a peace 
treaty bctw«:n Assan and Pacdk countnes mclud1ng the 
Umtcd. Sta\es and also a uon aggttssJoo. ttQJY 10 that area 

Facts rc,rect the false pmmses. or the opPODCBts of the 
adca of collccuve !Ccunly '"The tclca of collective setunt)' 
for As1a "' Nakol:u Podgcmy Chauman of Use Prcsld.tum of 
tbe USSR Suprem.e. b~.e.t cm.ph:a.s~d '4\ a. d.umer ~owca. b) 
Pres1dcnt Ccvdet Sunay of the TurL.mt RCJn1bbc m Apnl 
1972 ""Js not altned. aga~nst any stale Its sole purpose ss to 
1r.msform As1aa. Into a conhncnt o[ peace and coopt:rabOIL'" 

The Scmet Un1ou emphasiSes lhat all AsUlR couofrles m 
dudmg the Pcop1c s Rcpub1Jc of Cliuu. wDl become equal 
partn:tpants m tbe sys1cm of coUect.aw: secutlty us Asia 

An tocreasmg demand IS today bcmg mode tbat detente 
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should not remam confined 10 Europe, that lhe spmt ol 
the Helsmks Conference on Secunty and Cooperation JD 

Europe should govern As1an events as well We all know 
that th1s cannot be ach1eved Jn one go It 15 a contmuou~~t 
and long process m wluch all mterested countnes are to ral.e 
part on the basiS of equality The ed1fke of such a secunty 
system cannot be "bought"' or Jeot' It JS to be "'built"' by 
lhe As1ans, bnck by brick, by wmg. the local • bulldmg ma 
tmat• wnh the "labour • of all states of the reg1oo 

The very process of • buJldmg," 1 e , exchange of opmron 
and 1deas and the seeklng of ways and solotKms, would help 
bnng about a better unde.rstandmg between Aslin states 
create an atmosphere of stronger confidence and estabhsb 
closer cooperat1on 

It should be stated here that the 1dea of settmg up such 
a system of telahous m As11. had long, been • m the Blr" o{ 
the conllneat Many Ideas advanced by As1an c:ountnes m 
the past few decades have been d1rected towards findmg a 
Jomt, common body of pnncJples and forms of collective 
secunty and ways of 1mplementmg them As1a actually was 
• far ahead • of Europe m asmuchas n had fonnulated r.he 
we1J known ten pnnc1ples Of peaceful COCXJSieDCC back JD 

J 955 at Bandung The Asian countnes had then put for 
ward the pnoc1pte or promoung cooperatiOll because they 
had reahsed that cooperabOn would serVe as a gi'OUDd 
work for streagthemag confidence and mPtuaJ understand 
1ng for peace and sto~lnbty 

Dunng the VISit of L I BrezllneY to lndJa zn J 973. 
wh1ch II:&! to the s1gn•ng of the histone Jo1dt Dcc:larabon by 
h1m and Mn lnd•ra Gandhi and olher documents of Jndo 
SoVIet fnendsJup and coopera11on, lhe SoYJet leader, m bJS 
address to the: l'arlmment. ga.\e an expositiOn or the Sow:t 
proposal of As1a.n colled1ve: secunty, explamed 1ts closenen 
to the Dandung pnnc1ples and called for JOIDt C'lforts to 
evohc a common approaeb 
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In ASIOUI countnes. confidence IS growln~ In the rca.sl 
b1hty o( a.ch1evmg o. lMhng peace EU\d c.rcatLag a. stable SIIU3 

t10D here. fa-.ouroble for conccauatzng: the clton.s of these 
~:ountncs on the prcsent-d:~.y lot.!iks of tbetr mtcrn:.l de-.eJop­
ment The search as b:mg mtens1ficd for pr:IC'Ucal Y.ays ::and 
concrete me:I.Sures. bath p:~.rt•>~land general. whzcb v.ould be 
conducive. lO promo1.1ng and sttt:ng.tbdi1D£ the steunty o[ 
A,.IQD states Jt IS on these problems that the trunL•ng of 
the: As.an pubbc IS conccotr:~.tcd and \\-C bc:ltcvc nus to be A 

ma)OI' atblC1'cmtnl 
.. No sma.ll number of tnlc:rcsttng LRlltattvc:s a.rc: em.ert~ns: 

zmp1red by a CODtem for Asla.s peaceful future, ss.~ch as the 
Idea or the nculrobsallon of South East AsJa. lhe sc:an:h for 
such a fonu.ub. for rc.bttans bd.""'o:o. Soo.\b. t\.'\Q\1. states as 
would ensure a;ood nctghbourly coopc:rallon bctw«D tbcm, 
the proposaJ to lum the Jnd1an Occao mto a Zone of 
pea.ee and plans for reg1ona1 coopeta\1on 
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Enem1es of Non-Alignment 

In spite of provocatJons, the non-abgnmenl movemenl 
has not allowed 1ts foundations to be weakened nor 1ts pnncJ­
ples to be diluted It 1s pertJDent here lO examJDe the role, 
Ch1na has played tn relauon lo lh1s movemeot of the Thll'd 
World to whtch th1s As1an country cla1ms to belong 

Does Chula support the movement wholcbeartedly? Or, 
docs 1ts global stialegy come \nto conHlCt wlth. the programme 
of action of tbe non-abgned group? A verbal express1on of 
sympathy w1th one non-aligned conference or the other JS 

not a proof of acuve partisanship for and mvolvement With 

this powerful world Wide movement What determmes a 
toUntty"s posl.ure m rd.atum to 11 JS the achve stand 1t takes 
vJS·D·VlS the eatU'e body of tis prmc1plcs based on UDplacable 
oppos111on 10 lDJpenabsm, colomahsm and war, to "'bloc pob· 
ucs,'' to continued US presence JD Asna, to coUectJvc peace 
m the contment, above aU, ro the outbreak of a nuclear 
global confron,aUOD 

Chma lS lnown for 1ts mock her01cs agaJDst 1mpena1Jsm 
wtuch 1t has the temenry of calhng a ""paper t1ger" despite 
the fact that 1t has dug 1ts feroc:Jous teeth 1oto lhe body· 
pohlJC of Asua. makmg It bleed proftuely-to death 10 tbe 
numerous hamlets and towns of VJelJJam, to rmdermg the 
\<\"""""""' m<a IMII .,UilmJ, aM llllrl .fUOIIJl", crrppil!lllbr 

J9S 
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life What IS Ch1n.1's "'imll 1mpenahsm .. v.orth v.hen 1ts 
leaders ha\t gone on record e:tprcssmg themselves for con· 
unued presence In As1a of the \"Cry Umtcd States of Amenca 
wh1ch turned VIetnam mto a testmg ground for 1ts lughly 
soplustJcated v.e:::tpons l'J( war, v.h1ch pressed Jnto stn"JCC 
every conceJ\able ;:~;chtc\em~.-nt of modem tet:hnology for sub­
JUg::thng and conquenng the VJetnamese people and v.htch, 
tn return, got " devastatmg l1d. v.h•ch U finds hard to for· 
get Thts 1s a fact recorded aga1nst Chma, not by Jts enemieS, 
but by 115 new fangled fnend-the USA Joseph Alsop fr.tnl..ly 
decbred m The \\II.Sbjnglan Post, aller anal)smg the n10li\"CS 

bc:hmd Dr Henl) K1.s.smgc:r's latest VISit to Chm:a 
• Hence the highly Slgnlfic:ant Sccm.Jng transformaiJOn or 

Pekmg's v1ew about the US role m Asaa W11.hout s:::tymg 
much about 11, tbe leac!ers m Pekmg positively appear to 
favour a contmued US m1IJtary presence m South Last As1:::t 
They even appe3r to thmk that the Japanese Amencan Se· 
cunty T~:t.ty IS on the whole advantageous" 

Cyrus Sulzberger noted m The New York Herold Tri 
bunc that gradually one IUld the same feature has been charac­
termng the US and Chmcse pohcu:s Thr FiD.:J:ncW E:a:prtss 
has advanced the sdeo:~ that the Smo-US agr~ent 1s th:lt 
Pekmg and Washmgton have m:my common mterests m 
the Western part of the Pacific 

Why thu specsal feehng for the deadhest roe of As1:w 
people, of the enhre non ahgned \\Or]d? Why thss a!lempt 
to hug hLm to bosom? 

The Tiutd World today ss Camshar wllh the transronna 
lion m Cbma.•s stand from anh 1mpenahsm to open support 
to the US and sts al11e5 tn Western Europe 11ns tum about 
dates back to Its breakaway from the communsty of deve 
lopmg countnes, from the commumty of the socsahst st:~tes 
~:: are too v.ell known to be fals1fied by Peking hssto. 

Cbma s bhnd anb So'lletJSrn has JogJcally brought 11 
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mto a t1ght embrace w11h the US Pekmg has VIrtually 
folded up ds aot1-US stance, entered JOto a pact w1lh Jt 
agamst the VeJY mterests of Tinrd World countnes Why 
else would 1ts sympathtcs extend, as 1[ by a reOex att1on, to 
Wasbmgton-propped butcher. Yahya Khan, who plunged East 
Pakistan JDfO a blood bath' \'thy else v.ou1d Ouoa enter 
mto a pact With Pak1stan agamst Ind1a, the same Pak1stan 
whtch as a member of the CENTO has played tmpenabsm•s 
game m lhe subcontmcnt• 

Durmg the "'cultural revolution .. Chtna stepped up 1ts 

hoshhty towards the soc•ahst countnes, whtle cnhc1sm of 1m· 
penahsm. abated The 9th and especially the lOth Congress 
of the Chmcse Commumst party completed the S'Aolng towards 
the struggle on one front-agam.st the USSR 

As the "cullural revolution'' was fadmg out, the search 
was mltns1fied for ways of nonnahsmg rc1ahons w1th the lm­
pcnallst countnes-thc USA, Japan and West European 
powers, ;md Peking's rcststance to detente tncreased Its 
.taod coalesced wllh that of 1mpenahst forces, not only 10 
lenns of governmental poltey, but aJso m the 1deoJog~caJ 
s~le between soc:1ahsm and capttabsm 

There has been an approx•mauon tn Chma's pos1t1on 
and those or c:crtam quarters m tbe USA on a number of m 
temat•onal problems Th1s 1s seen m 1ts res1staoc:c to the 
calhng of a world conference on disarmament, 1n the nega 
t1ve approach to any conszderalton 1n the Umted Nattons of 
the quest1on of non usc of force m mtemahonal relatiOn~. 
prohtbJtlon of use of nuclear weapOns for ali t1me and to the 
adophon of measures to coruobdate mternatmnal secunty, 
etc In the recent penod, tbe snntlanzy of approach by Pck­
mg and Wash1agton to vanous rcgtonaJ problems-assess 
mcnt of the role of NAiO, CENTO and other mtht:uy blocs, 
and the problems of lndo-Chma and the lnd1an subconh· 
nenr-1s ever more pronouoccd The Cbrnese prop.1ganda 
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and offic:1al spokesmen ha\c come out for m.1mtammg the 
US m1l1Utry presence In Europe npart from As1.:1 

The Chmese US summu talks pa\ed the v..1y for devc· 
lopment, not only of pol1hcal, but a1so or economic and other 
cont.acts betv.een the tv.o counlnes In May 1971, a US 
ha1son m1S~1on \HIS set up m Pekmg, :md 11 s1m11.:!r Ch1n~ 
m1Ss10n w:~.s l::!ter set up m Wa~h1ngton The Chmese, :tc 
cordmg to Henry Knstnger, chose th1s form o£ ma•nb.uung 
mter govemment:~.l n:I:J.IIons themsehcs Ol'i one of the fomn 
propost>d to them 1n Febru:~.ry 1972 Dy ngreemg to set up 
the Chme~e !J:J.ISOD miSSIOn m Washm~on v.hcre there 1s 
:m "cmb~ or the Chmese Republ•c" [fa1\\an) Peking h:~.s 
departed from 1ts .. finn" and "prmc1pled' st.:~.nd on Tn1v.an 
m effect, I:J.Citly reco:;ms•ng lhe "'tv.o-Chm:u" concept, v.h1ch 
If had so demonstratively reJected for m:~.ny )e.lts 

Pd:mg reels Jd,ed at the fact th:J.t the O\CJ"Se3S \l~t!OfS 

who bad but recently been deh~htcd "1th ever)1h1ng they 
s:1.w m Chma's rcstaur:um and markets h:~.ve now bc_sun to 
not1Ce for mstance the struggle for power ~mg on \\lthm 
the Chmese rultag elite, and the gra\e pohuc::~l cnSIS :~.nd 
econom1c slump the c:ountry has bern gomg throuth Pek 
mg would bke the USA to return to cold v.ar, but there t" 
aw:~.reness m Washmgton that th1s would run counter to the 
US nat1on:d mterests m the tint p1ace US Secretary of S'nte 
Henry K1s~1nger told Newswec\.. m Decem~r 1974 that re 
Jahons betv.een the USA and Chma 'Acre "1at1ons ol prach 
cat necesstty when the two countnes dec1ded to cooperate 
m order to aUam hmlled goals 

Chtoa has looked upon tt<> relations w1th Western 
Europe through the pnsm of anh SoVJetmn Its appro:~.ch 
to Western Europe 1s based oo the bel1ef that tt c.3n be re 
garded a<> a merve rn the fight against the Sovtet Unmn 1'1 
nn effort tCl mamtarn tens.1ons m Europe wh1ch could c;parl 
off a thtrd v.orld war Mao and h1s group \VClUld hl..e to "ee 
Europe an area not of detente but of "vast upheavals" as a 
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conttnued state 1n relations between the West European coun 
tnes and the USA, on the one hand. and the socJahst countnes, 
on the other Chma urges West Europe and 1he USA to 
step up then· mJJJtuy eJforts agam.st the soc•abst commumty 
For that purpose, extensive me bas been made of the tacttcs 
of pressunstng West Europc:an opmton With the 1mag1nary 
threat .. from the nonh ' The International Herald Tn"bune 
stated that Pelang was mchned ro support the far reachtng 
goal of seemg an European nuclear force establiShed The 
Hsmhuo. Agency advm:d the NATO member states 'to be 
capable JOintly of detemng the Wanaw Treaty Orgaazsa 
han from any reckless or provocatJvc acts .. 

Pekmg"s bllstenng attac:l.s on any practical moves made 
by European states to estabhsh pnnc1ples and forms of co­
ope:rahon on the continent arc also htghly mdtcatlve The 
Chmesc press looked at the htstonc Helsmk1 Conference on 
Secunty and Cooperation tn Europe as a fuhle exerc1se. and 
rt rgnom:f the pos1hve advances made m tackJ1ng a number 
of problems 

Ch1ou bas shown great zeal m u.dvocatJng NATO s budd 
up, assum1ng that th1s JS the "most reliable way ' of mamta1n 
1ng the arms race m Europe and of checkmabug the 'grow 
mg Sonet mlJuenc:e Together With rcveagc-.scebrs rn 
West Germaay, Pek10g bas cntiCJsed the pnnc1pJe of lD1 
mutab1hty of borders and opposed the treat1es stgned by the 
FRO w1th the USSR and \Vlth other socJa.IISI countnes, be 
cause 1t hates ro SC'C temronal problems sertled as they were 
m Europe -

Pel..ang has also rad1cally changed 1ts approach to econo­
mtc mtegratlon In Western Europe It now wants to see the 
EEC enlarged and consohda.trd ne Times (Nm.ember 21, 
1975) noted that sucl:l an ltlletesl UJ EEC& programme bas 
emerged • not so much because of 1ts poss1b1hhes as 11 b1g 
trad.J.Jw partner.,. JU Jar .us l.l.st'!.v.lmv a .11 pcl:l~QI ~ 
we1ght a:gauut rhe Soviet Uruon '" 
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West European eoonom1c mtcgr.atJon 1s regarded m 
Peking as .:1.n al!ern:1lne to :til Europc.an co-operiltlon .and 
~~~ an 1mportant prcm1se for the establishment of .:1. \\estern 
J:urope mtesr.:~.ted m poht1c.:1.1 and m1lltary terms .and r:mged 
.asamst the SOC1ahst commumty No .,.,antler the Ch1ne.\t 
leaders .approach to the r:r:c ha<i fully comc1ded w1th the 
plans of the most te.1C11onary forces m the West 

]n the hope of nch1evmg the1r notonous great po'tl.er as 
p1rat1ons the Chmesc leaders ha\e stubbornly opposed any 
step n'tl.ay from nar and ha\e od\oc.ated VIOlence achvely 
provok1ng steps aggruvatmg the mtemat1onal SJiuahon They 
declare lhnt every generatiOn must have 1ts own \\':If th!!.t the 
present \\Orld sJhJ:I.t1on ts st11I m::nked by vast upheav:~;ls 
wb1cb leep mountmg ma\.1ng another \\orld war mcvJiable 

That n why Pelmg h3S JOmed hands w1th Strauss and 
other West German ultrou Jn fightmg the 1dea of a eolh.•ctn-e 
scr:unty system m Europe that 1~ why 11 h;u denounced the 
1dea of stronter securuy m As1a through coUec!Jvc cflorts by 
nll Asmn countnes th::tt 1s why 1t would .... ctcome ;molher 
\\arm the M1ddle East and that 1s why 11 tned to pren~nt any 
normahs:~hon m Indo-Chma and sought to undemune the 
UN Charter The Chinese leaden bel1e\C that pc:~:ceful co­
cmtt:nce 1s useful only when u helps lull the o.dverunes. 
Vl£tlance or gam some ad\anbges at the expense o[ other 

Pekmg has not s1gned one smgle mtemat1ona1 agree 
ment a1med at detente and stronger mtematlonal secunty AI 
the UN General Assembly sess1ons the ChmC$C deleg:Jtes op 
pose the definitiOn o[ aggreSSiOn worked out w1lhm the UN 
framework and are unspanng m the1r efl"orts to demgratc the 
proposals des1gned to eontam the arms race promote detente 
estabhsb lhe pnnc1ples of pe::J.ceful coeustence and strengthen 
mtemat10nal secunty 

All this enables us to evaluate the role Chma has. been 

~~~n~;: ~~!:~~~1:0 ;be prmc1ples the non al1gned group 
Y att)'JDg out mdiVldually m the con 
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duct of thear (oreJgn pohcaes and cotlec:ta\ely m their summ1t 
gotbenngs-lrom Belgrade to Algters-and at the.r last For 
t1gn M1msters• Conference 1n Lama 

The obJec:llve the non al1goment movement has set tlself 
from lfS very IOCeplloD IS one o( acbaevJDg tntemattonaJ rei3U· 
hon to (acalllate the tnumph of the cause of world peace so 
dear ro Nehru, Nasser and Soekamo Pe1Jng not only op 
poses and hampers relaxation •n tenston but IS tl')'lng to make 
lbe Tinrd World bebeve that the worsenang of antemat1onal 
SJtuatwn and aoorller world war n:sultrng from 1t would be 
10 1ts mterests, smce "great dasorder" would supposedly lead 
to a "'world revolutJon •• Understaod10g full well the mon­
,trous and mhuman essence of th1s course, the oon-abgoed 
rouotnes rep:t It 

The Algzers conference tinnly stared thar the process ol 
detente should continue Detente creates the most favour­
able concbtJons for the struggle of nallonal bberat1on and 
aniJ-unpenaltSt forces The L•ma Declaration specaaDy call­
ed for the dcepenmg of detente and for exteodtog tr to all 
parts of the world a:Joce reJuatJon of mtemat1onal 1ens1on 
now under way. creates favourable cond1110ns for resolvmg 
problems stemmmg from cold war and also those stemmmg 
from nuclear c:oofrontabon, WJth all ats d1s35trous conse­
quences 

Speakmg about the 1\\o enbrely d11ferent approaches lo­
'Wards delente-of Chma and of the non ahgned movemenl­
one cannot but recall the HeJsmk• Conrerence on Secunly 
and CooperatiOn ID Europe the atiJtude lo \\-hlch has been 
aptly called .. the test" of uodenlmldmg the process or re.­
taxatJoD of tens1on Jt ts common Lnowledge lhal Pekmg 
beldrles ..,he sprnl of Helsrnl.1 .. m CVC'JY poss1ble way la 
Lima. on the Olher hand. the Fore1gn MlnJSien of the non· 
ahgned counlnts unammousty noted that the splmd1d results 
of the European Conference on Secunty and Cooperatton 
should uen a fa\ourable anQuence on the soluiJon of pro-
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blems anherllcd from the cold \\.:tr :1.nd other JDiern:ltJon.:a1 pro­

blems 
Chma rduses lo p:~rhclpate an :myth.ng th.:tt \\OU!d pro­

mote the strengthemng of pe.:ace and secunty and further lhe 
process of rel.:txahOn of lens Jon 11us l'i parhcul:ul) obvJOU'i 
~1th regard to the M1ddle E.ast problem The non al1gned 
countnes ha\c an\::m::ably blamed Jsr:~el (or the eontmuan£ 
M1ddle Ea,t cm1s and denounced lhc USA for the support 11 
1s g1vmg 11 1l1ey h:l\c stressed 11me and .:ag:un lh.:at a JUSt and 
durable peace m th::at area can be achJe\ed only 1f h\O m:un 
conditiOns are fulfilled Immediate and uncondJiion::al w1lh 
dra\\al of the lsraelt forces from all OC:Cllp!Cd Arab ICrtl 

tones and s::atasfachor~ of the legiiJm:tte r•ghts of the Po:~leshn 
1an people Chma hov.ever. docs not want to promote the 
settlemenl of the Ar<~:b states (ollowmg the policy of non 
ahgnmeut 

Let us take the crue1al 1s.s.ue of d1sannament The pos1· 
lion of the non aligned countnes IS qu1te clear m th1s respect 
They ha\e repeated!) come out m ra,our of steps a1med :11 
endmg the o:~rms race Both m Alg1m and m Ltma they 
urged the convemng of a world dmtnnament conrerence on 
gmally proposed by the Sov1et Umoa In L1ma the Fore1sn 
Mm1sters pomted out that the arms race JCOpard1ses pe.:~:cc 
and sec.unty, 1n p:1r11cular the secunt) of the non aligned and 
other developtng states They took the deCISIOn, v.h1ch W:lS 
meorporated m the L1ma Dcclarat1on to coordinate the ac­
tiVIties cf tbe ccuntnes to promote the convenmg of sucb a 
conference m the shortest penod of t 1me Pekmg, on the 
other hand mventcd a strange: doctnne, to !I.:I:Y the ]east 
Accordmg to Uus doctrme part1a1 or gradual measures :11m 
ed at reducmg the annamcnts and anned forces :u-e .. decep 
lion of peoples., It IDS!Sted on somethmg unposs1ble (know 
mg 1 to be UDp<>ss1ble) an 1mmed1ate general and complete 
disarmament Meanwhile the Chmes.e would )JL.e e\en the 
developing countnes to c~tantly strengthen and bu1Jd up 
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the~r m1htary m1ght, as Ch1na IS domg Naturally Chma 
denounc~ tho vezy Hleal of a \VorJd disarmament conference 
In the last, 30th JUbtlee sesston of the UN General Assembly 
the Chmese delegation aga10 fiercely opposed all dJsatm'l 
ment measures and openly advocated war 

The course of events has shOWD that CJuna brazenly 
VJola es another b:lSIC prinCiple or non alignment Spec1fi 
ally 11 collaborates WJth aggresstve blocs, gmog to the ex 
tent of buy1ng from the NATO countnes the latest types of 
weapons and technology m order to budd up ns nuclear 
rocket poteniJal Chma albes tlsel£ w1th the fascut JUnta 10 
Ch1le and w1th racJD•ISt reg1mes ID A[nca wh1(:b have been un 
ammously condemned by the non abgned movement 1be 
non ahgncd countnes have JnvarJably come out for the un 
condrhonai1Jqurdatzon of all war bases and ag:.nnst lhe mdJf 
ary presence of •mpenalmn ID general nus rhe Lrma can 
ference denounced the bulld1ng of a ba~ m D1ego Garc1a 
The non ahgned countries favour the establishment of zone~o 
•n the world free of nuclear and tJther weapons The presenr 
Chmese leaders far from supportm,g thts stand of the non 
ahgned movement d1rectly oppose 1t 1n word~ and deeds 
Not nusfied w1th taCJtly approvmg the turnmg of D1ego Garc:1a 
Into a mllltury outpost of 1mpenal1sm m the lndmn Ocean 
the top Chmese Jeaders have repeatedly and openly stated 
that they welcome the 1mpenal1st m1htary presence JO As1:1 

.Desprle aU tbrs. Chzna calls Jt.scJf an exponent of the 
asp1rat1ons or lbe Onrd World' It 1s appropnatc to recall 
here an anc1ent Ch1nese sa)'Jng 'L1sten to the words but 
watch lhe d~s • 

Nothmg shoc:krd the non ahgoed world more than Maos 
flow or symp:~tby toward• Pmochett. the hangmQn of Ch11c 
whose: democratrcaJJy eJected g~mmt headed by Pm:1 

dent Salvadore Allende was overthrown by brutal murder 
o;endmg a v.a\c of sfJock and horror an over the world A 
t<.w da)'s before h•s ~m~rtyrdom Presulene Allende h::uJ sent 



h1s personal grechngs to the Al~ers non 01l1gned summ1t The 
great Ch1lean -patnot had stated 

"The countnes of tbl<; area (L::.tm Amenca underst.:md 
that the1r future rests upon the hquJcbhon of all fonns of 
econom1c dependence diCtated from the out.su.Je They also 
understand that 11 ts tssent1:11 to p:li11C1p3te more :md more 
achvcly and dm~ttly, !~ether "llh other de\elopmg coun· 
tr•es 1n the mauer or consol•datmg um\ersal peace, JR the 
(truggle to hquJdate colomahsm r:1c1ahsm and d1scnmma 
l1on, m the tr:J.nsformahon of the enure siTUCiure of econo. 
m1c :md trade rcla.I!Ons bcl\\ttn the \\Orld of :1bundancc and 
the world of poverty and need, and m the est3bhshment of :1 

JUSt nnd humane mtcm.:J.I!On:Jl davtsmn of J.:J.bour m the m 
leresis or the overnhelmmg maJOnty of nahons .. 

01d not Mao read th1~ mes~ase? Then \\hy on the 
morrow of Allende s murder d1d h 1s he3n overflow mth 
love for the Chilean rasc.st JUnta? 

Did not Mao }~.now as the l".t" '\ orL.. T1mts h:Jd rt\C:J:I 
cd of the cred1t blockade the US had org:~msed to choke 
Ch1le to surrender to react1on" 

D•d not Mao h~r the warn1ng c•vcn by the EconomtSt 
that '1f the R1ght IS hopmg to stage 3 comebacl, 1t \\Ill have 
to tool outsJC1e the conshtuhon:J1 fr:une'lloorl •• 

Did not Mao know, as Nancy Phelan staled m her 
book The Clu1tliln \\:~y, that Allende had only s•x ye.:~.rs 
the term O{ hts presidency In WhiCh he bad IO rcp.:1.1r the 
wrongs of 400 years? 

Did not Mao know that fa.sctsm gave th1s great Chilean 
democrat not even (uU thtte ye3rs to bnng hiS democrabc 
programme to fruihon? 

Then why at all d1d Mao bless the .. pro-slavery .. reb:l 
lion an Chile by agtttmg to sen anns to Pmochet? A 
facsimile of the Jeuer sent by the Chmese embassy lD Cbilc: 
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to the JUnta on the sale of arms to hangman Pmochet has 
been pubhshed the world over lis contents. finl revealed by 
lbe Peruv1an paper Expms, filled lhe people of lhe non 
abgned group w1th d1sgust and rcvuiSJOD 

Let us nOY. take the queshon of South Afnca and 
Angola Pel.mg's role here 15 even more shamefaced We 
all remember that h15tonc day when the UN Secur1ty Coun 
cd approved a resolutiOn strongly condemnmg lbe South 
Afncan Republics armed snvas1on of the People's Republic 
of Angola We also remember that shameful moment when 
the Chtnese delegate refused to suppon 11 and abstamed from 
\otmg though 11 was passed by a maJonty vote 

The Chmese delegate's stand was not acadental Ever 
state the armed conflict m Angola began, the MaoiSt leader­
ship had been s1dmg w1th forces of neo-colomabsm and 
racJal1sm wh1ch had tned, through snvas1on, to prcs:rve 
Angola as a bulwarL. of 1mpenahsm 1n Jls struggle agatnst 
Afnca s pro;gress1ve forces These schemes fa1led, and the en 
onuous sums of money spent by Angola's eoetmes mcludmg 
Pekmg, to finance anus supphes and recru1tment of mercea 
aries \\ere lbus wasted away 

Pekmg relymg on neo-colomahsts and racJahst, found 
ILICJf JD JSOID!IOD from lhe nDll abgllft:l lVOl'Jd The debare 10 
the Secunty Council on the JOVBSJOn of Angola showed that 
Ch111a's unsemungly stand was obvrous bolb to the developmg 
and many other countnes. whose news med1a stressed the 
mfamous pan played by the Mao1st zn 1he dcvelopmerds 
m Afnca and around It Pelung's treacherous polq 
wnh regard to the AngoJ1111 people demonsrroted to the aon. 
abgned world tbe enormous gap bel~ 1ts "'ords and 
deeds 

The diSServJce the Chmese leadership has done to lhe 
non alignment 1110\ement rs also seen the lV:If 11 has tru:d 
to equate 1ts genome fne:nd. the USSR, wtlh 1ts old dctmetor 
and enemy. the USA P~Jung has m:uk artempts ro draw 
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a parallel bclwccn the pohc:1es o( the USSR nnd lhe USA 
b) ad\omemg the spunous lhcory of .. super poY.-ers" Wlule 
lhe Alg~ers Conference o( non abgoa.i countnes was JD ses 
s10D, f.leb:lung the problems o( struggle ag:nnst tmpd'ml1SD1, 
the Cbmese leadcnb1p beamed to 1t ils pet tenets of lhe 

lbc:ory of "super !""'""" 
The non aligned delegates at the Alpers conference 

nat.led. down thts .. theOry"' for :Jll1t was -north .:tlld expla.m 
ed the real moh\e l)mg bcbtnd 1ts .. authon"' who Y.Cf'C en 
Joymg the laClt approul of the USA lt \US Fidel castro 
-nho smashed the fa.lsc .. ,heary'"' so obl1gmgly passed on to 
c:ertam delegates by the forces of mtera:J.llona.l reacllon. HIS 
speech m:J.de 11 clear -a.ho y,erc the gcnume aJhes of lhc 
de\elop1ng countnes 10 the struEle ag:~mst 1mperH11.1Sm .. At 
thb coafercnce," F1del Castro declarrd .. \anous forms of 
d1\Kimg up the \\Orrd have bcc:D diSCussed For us lbe \\orld 
ts d1v1ded mto cap1t:lhst and socJahst countnes, mto c:olon1a 
liSt and cotomsed cou:ntnes mto rcactJonary and progtess~\e 
countnes as \\ell as mto govcrmnents '\loh1ch supportampena 
bsm, coloo1alum neo-coloa13bsm. mld tac:lSIIl and g.~ 
meats Y.b1cb struggle agamst unpcnahsm coloD1ahsm neo 
colomat•sm and raclSID " 

Castro lold l:be Conference :tbout the enormous and 
semess ;ud \\luch l:be So\'let Umon bas oJfem:l and CODll 
pues to ofl'er to the peoples naboo3l hberallon mo\ernents 
He added 

.. Any attempts to force a coltu51on bch\"C'Cn the non align 
cd countncs a.nd the soctabst camp lS profoundly counter 
rc\olullonary a.nd SC't\"ts cxc:tussvely the mterests of 1mpena. 
bsru. ln\entlng an una.gmar) enemy pursues only one end 
the a'toadmg of the real rnemy To depme us of fr1end 
sh1p \\llh the SOClahst camp means to \\Wen us aad to leave 
us at the mercy of the shU powerful forces of uapenahsm 
1b1S \\OUid be D:uTO\\ miDded str.Ltrgy and unforgwnble poh 
IIC:Il Sbort-51gbted.nCSS 
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It should be added that F1del Castro's speech, receiVed 
wath stormy applause. had an enormous ampact on the p:ub­
C:Jp:mts 10 the conference and \\as an Important turnmg 
po1nt 10 us work Other delegates also noted the overnd· 
•ng amportance o[ coopcrat1on w1th the soc1ahst commundy 

Nguyen IJuu Tho, the Ch:unnan of the then ProvJsaon 
al Revoluhonary Government of the Repubhe o[ South 
Vaetnam, declared 

'11tere as yet one other, no less 1mporrant factor-the 
albance between the non aligned and the soe1ahst countries 
as \\e1l as all olher anl11mpenabst and anti colomahst coun 
traes and forces" 

Salem Ah Rubayy1, head of the Peoples DemocraiJC Rc 
pubbe of Yemen, also gave a firm rebuff to the attempts to 
cut off the movement of the non ahgned countnes from the 
socmhst countnes and appealed for an ' alliance between the 
non abgned nauons and the soc:aabst camp, w1thout wh1ch 11 

wdl be ImposSible to succeed 111 the struggle against 1mper1al 
1sm' 

ThlS position, the only correct one, was also upheld by 
the great leader of Bangladesh Sheikh MuJibur Rahman He 
remarked • The term Th1rd World must not allow us 
ro forget bas1c re3ld1es The world JS dJVJded Into the op 
pressors and the oppressed I would bke to declare very 
clearly that we stand for sobdar1ty among the progressive 
forces of the world We are on the s1de of the oppressed 
and of those who support the1r JUSt struggle for J1berauon ' 

Commentmg oq th1s dJSeuss1on at the conference, the 
Bangladesh newspaper People stated that non alignment 
must s1grufy somelbmg more than s1mpte refusal to ally 
It must have a pos1t1vc meamng Non alignment m the name 
of what? F1del Castro offered a Simple and correet answer 
1o the name or soclahsm If thl'l l'\ uatk.n.toad ~ tno.J.\ 
be less coofUSJon at future conferences 



!!08 1\on·AJ,A'nmt>nt: LP~I'I~ of 1\l'lmt 

Soon after the conference M:men Ngouab1, head o[ the 
People's Repubhc of the Congo, declared .. The Congo IS a 
fnend of the Sov1et Umon :and w11l not place on the s:~me 
le\el the SoVIet Umon and the Uruted St:~tes •• 

Pres1dent BoumedLenne noted, among other thmgs, at 
the concludmg sesston that m the struggle for nat1ona11tber3· 
tton the Thtrd World countnes denved the1r strength from 
the very extstence of the camp of soc1ahst rountnes ttnd 
also from the support of prog.ress1ve forces all over the \\otld 

"The October Revotutmn and the ch:snges wb11:h Jt 
brought about m the balance of powers m the world made 
a histone contnbutton to the crl:ahon of favourable con· 
d1hons and to ensunng the success of the struggle for na· 
honal mdependence waged by the countnes \\htch had fatlen 
under unpenahst dommance " 

The pnnctple of coopc:rahon With the soc1ahst nataons 
was expressed tn 1he resoluhons whtch were worked out JD 

the commtsstons parallel w1th the general dtscusston among 
the heads or state and government 

llus was enhrely a logtcal development The over.vhel­
mmg ma1onty of delegates at the AJgters non-ahgo.ed summ1t 
looked wtth surpnse and expressed resentment at the acttons 
of those who lned to obstruct cooperauon between the non· 
altgned countnes nnd the SOCialist commun1ty After nil, the 
parttctpants to tbe conference were well awnn:: o[ the butldmg 
of the great Aswan and Euphrates dams, the metaUurgtcal 
complex m BbtlaJ and hundreds of other mrlls, workshops 
and msta1lahons m Asta, Afnca. and Latm Amenca wtth 
the assistance of socJaltst oountnes They remembered the 
atd gaven by the Sovtet Umon and other soctahst countnes 
to revolutionary Cuba to tighttng Vtetnam, to the awaken· 
ed Arab nat1ons and to the growmg nahonalllberahon move· 
ment tn Afnca They kept tn nund the unwavenng poll· 
t1ca1 support soet:tltst eountnes were g1vwg to the 1ust strug· 
£les of the developmg countnes agamst unpenahsm All 
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lhts demonstrates concl,ps1vety that the SOCialist countnes are 
truly mterested m the development and consobdallon of the 
progressive mdependent states of Afnca, As1a and Latm Arne· 
nc., strugghng ng:unst 1mpenahsm for they constitute 01.11 m­
separa.b]e p:trt of the general front of the world progressive 
forces fighhng for SOCJ:I] JUStJce, peace and 5ecunty of na­
tions 

The fact that th1s was correctly evaluated by an over 
whelmmg maJonty of the participants Jn the Alg1ers con­
ference speaks well of the future of the non ahgnment move­
ment The conference affirmed that the fundamental goals 
of the movf'Illent-srruggle for peace and agamst Jmpenahsm, 
coloma.hsm, neo-co]omahsm, ractahsm and ZJOntsm, tn 

altance With the world's progresstve forces-rtmam un­
ch:mged 

The Mao 'it th~ry of "two super pO\\ers" has for 11s 
basiS the K1ssmgcr's "balance-of-power" concept 1n mter­
natJonaJ pol.Jhcs The "power' theory, wb1ch VJe\VS the worid 
commuruty as art aggregate of states whose foreign pohc1es 
have nothmg to do mth thc:1r social system and wh.Jch re 
gard the prmc1ple of force and dommattons of natiOns on 1ts 
bas1s as the c:udmal pnnc1ple of mtecnallonal relahons, was 
further developed by the Pelmg leadersh.lp mto the false 
ooncepc o{ two .. super powers .. ta .. rlVBlry and callCLScoa" 
w1th each other The Western lnstonans ancl poht1cal sc1en 
lists charactense the post-w:~r years as the "era of SoVlet 
Amencan clommallon ' m world pohucs True, the post war 
dec:~des were a penod when the Umted States held mdJs­
putable sway over the Western world and dominated a Wide 
zone of countne.5 depef\dent upon 1mpenahsm lt IS also 
true that the Sov1c:t Umon on account of Its great expen­
ence m butldmg soc1ahsm and Its econo011c potenhal and 
~ ~ti:.U.iJ.h.,. 9ta.~d a 9rommcnt role m tht. develop­
ment of the soc1ahst system and served as the mamstay of 
support for the bbera:t1on movements as well as the malll 
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source for lhelf msptr.s.\IOn But Western wnters lump to 
gelher rhe use of resources and pem.cr •n tv.o entirely ddter 
eat duechons under the same rerm of domm:tiiOD... The, 
put tho USA and the USSR on the s:ame lel'el equatmg the 
US presence m Western Europe and other an:as of the \\otld 
wb~th ensured the Dow of huge profits to the Amencan mono­
polies wdh SoVIet coopemhon l\Jth European and Asz:ut 
soc1allst a.nd de\elopmg states en the baslS of equality and 
mutual benefit 

The MaoiSts go even a step further and ::J.'cuse the USSR 
at .. eolluslOn" .,..,th the USA When:::as Western com.mea.ta 
tors mal..c aUcga.t1ons about e:u:h of the t\\o .. super pD\\cn'" 
.. dODlmallD.g" Jts part of the '9. orld. Peking cnes ho:usc about 
a global •coadomi.Dium of t\\0 "'super pov.ers" 

The concept ol .. maby and colltU1on of l\\O super 
IJO"e"rs .. IS 1n fact,. notbmg but An 1dcologl(:a1 dJ\·eBIOJI amJ 
rd at slandermg lbe forc1gn pohcy of the socJabst counmes 
d1Sionsng the substance of mtematmnal detente and sub 
'\'ertJDg 11. :md prttmg \he 11urd Wor1d \\ar aud 1he \\Drld 
socza11st camp agamst each other 

Th: recent a.gtecment be.t'l.e...-n the USSR and tbe USA 
on 1hc preven\zon of nuclear war u auncd 111 safeguardiDB 
the y,orJd agmast the hazards of the devastalmg y,ar In 
fact tbc agreement represents lbe lul6Jr:o.ent of an 11Dpor 
tant 1tem of programme of non abguc:d nat1ons \\h1ch have 
~n tn the forefront of the world Wlde struggle for rc 
movmg threat of nuclear v.ar 

Ia the Moscow document on the baste Pf'I\Ctples of re 
lations. betv.ccn the USSR and. the 'USA zt was also made 
clear that 1he two powers ""made no clauns for themselves to 
any spec1al nghts or advantages 1.0 \\Orld affans 

The Sovtet 1n1hallve tn c.tiectiDg a trans1t1on frcnn cold 
war confronta\1on to cooperatzon amoDg stales w:tth d.tft'er 
r:nl socaa"l syst!m-. bees aoc mean bcm.ever, cessatroo of com 
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pet1bon between the two soc1al systems As Leon1d Brezh· 
nev stressed m hJS address at the 25th Congress 

''The CPSU has always held and now holds that the 
class struggle betwen the two systems wlll contmue but 
we shall stnve to sluft th1s h1stoncaUy JnevJtable 'Struggle onto 
a path free from the penis of war, of dangerous conflJcts and 
an uncontrolled arms race •• 

The acceptance of the pnnc1plcs of peaceful coemtence 
as a norm of behaviour between the USSR and the USA 
will only help m creatmg favourable cond.Jhons for the strug­
gle of the emergmg nahons aga1nst nco coloruahsra. m aU 
1ts forms A trans1hon from m1htary confrontallon to 
peaceful cooperabon Will facll.date tbe task of the forces 
of nahond.i bberatton by reducmg the danger of external anter· 
venhon 

The Mamst concept of .. nvahy and co11uSJon of two 
super pcm.ers" has faded to gam credence among the coun 
tr1es of the 1l11rd Wodd The repeated pronouncements 
by the Ma01sts that Chma would never become a •uper 
power aud the1r hypocntJcal declarahons of sobd:mty wub 
the "small' and .. medium'' powers arc not taken scr1ously 
by the peoples of the Tined World who have by now acqu1r 
rd enough expenencc of llle Chmesc behav1our sa sotema· 
honal a.ft'a1rs They know what exactly hes behind 1hc at 
lempts made by Cb1oa to place the USSR and the USA at 
par, they fully understand that tbe slogan of struggle ag:unst 
the .. ,.,.. o super powers" under the stewardslup of Chma h 

a.Jmcd aga1nst \\ orld socJahsm, a dependable ally of the Tiur(.) 
World 

As we st.:ltcd earhcr, the Alpers coafcreoce reJected 
the Mamst-onenlcd approach of placmg lhc Sovzet Umon 
and the USA IR the same category as .. two super po~crs' 
The declSJOns ta.h.en by the conference demonstrated a. clear­
cut ant11mpenabst trend Ftde! C:~:stro summed up e\Cr)· 

ones reehngs .. hen he decl:ucd 
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• How can one call the SOVIet Uruon an 1mpcnahst 
power? Where are 1ts monopolies? Where 1S ats partzCJpa· 
tton m mulhnallooal comp:nues? Where mdustrJcs, m.~nes, 
odfields does 11 em-u m the d~Iopmg world' Where worker 
IS cxpl01tcd by Sovtct cap1tal•n any country of Asza, Af:nca 
and Lahn Amcnco? Wilhout the October Revolutaon, 
Without the liDJDOrtal feat of the Soviet people wh1ch was 
the first to w1thstand JIDpcnabst mtervent1on and blockade 
and wlu.ch later repelled and routed the faSCist aggressor at 
the sacnfice of 20 nulhon human lives and wh1ch developed 
ars technology and economy at the cost of unprecedented 
cflorts and heroiSm without cxpl01tmg the labour of a smgle 
\\Orkcr 10 any country of the world. the ehmmahon of colo­
ntahsm, or the cstabllshment of such a correlation of world 
forces that facdnates lhe hero1c struggle of so many peoples 
for tbe1r cm.anc1pa11on, would have been ::~.bsolutely Im­
possible n 

The Cuban leader told the non ahgncd confe~ncc that 
.. :zny attempt to p1t the non ahgned countnes agamst the 
SOC1al1st camp IS profoundly counter revoluhonary and IS auu 
ed at safeguardlDg the mterests of unperlal•sm .. He 
added 

"1'he WOtld IS dJ.V1dQd mto ClpilalJst :uuJ SOCI8bSt cOUD 
tnes and governments. snto those supportmg 1mpenahsm, 
colomalrsm and ractsm. and those opposmg them The 
theory of I"Ao •mpenahsm~· bemg spread by the 1deologab 
of c::1.p1tabsm IS totally false Clad IS designed to split the non 
ahgned. countnes " 

The Ch1nese theory of • super powers • fouJJd an ecbo 
ID the art1clcs. of Egyphan JOUm:tlist He1kal after hiS tnp to 
Peklng Cornmcntmg on these wntc ups, tbe Nida of Leba· 
non sa1d m March, 1973 

"The Arab countnes' expcncnce 1s the best cv1denee 
of the falsehood of aotor1ous Cluncsc statements retold by 
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He1kal Soviet pobcy JS based on seUless asSJslance. mu­
tual odvantnge and constant support for the progress of the 
young states, and there are hundreds of examples to prove 
thiS What have tho Clnneso done for the1r part?" 

It ss wonh notJc.ng here that the Cbmeso-Amencan 
Jo1nt Commun1quc sssued after President N1xou's VISit to 
Pektng (February 21-28, 1972) satd that the progr<SS to 
wards nonnalJsataon of relallons between Ch10a and the US 
was m the snterests of all states Why, then. lS progress to 
wards normalJsahon of relauons between the USSR and the 
USA declared by Mamsts as a "deal'? As Pres1dent Assad 
of Syna told the Al·'l'hDWIIIh comsp<>Ddeot tn September 
1973 

"'The relaxauon of tensJon m the world as a whole and 
sn relation between the two Great Powers has been of the: 
utmost smportancc sn changmg the mtemabonal &Jtuabon 
Thts was &Jgntfaed, 1n parbcutar, by the end of the cold-war 
stage and the punu1t of a new Jme auned at dlsarmameut, 
prohJbJbon of nuclear tests and the establishment of a dcfimte 
form of peaceful coe.lustence between the Great Powers'" 

UDder tho headtog "\Ve Do Not Equate tho USSR and 
the USA •, Al-Thowrah quoted Prestdeot Assad to have 
declared 

"'We should like to reaflrrm that lh1s does not 1n any 
sense mean that we agree w1th those who say that the USSR 
and the USA have drawu closer to each other and have 
ranged themselves agamst the other DOIIIODS 1b1s VIeW u 
totally unacceptable The USSR has always stood on the 
side of the people fightmg for freedom. Independence and 
progress As for the USA, 1t has JnvanabJy taken a .hosble 
att1tude to the peoples. to thewr freedom and progress In 
the JJgbt of IbiS troth If IS IDadmiSSJble IUld JmpossJble lo put 
bcnb lbese states on the: same foobng" 

The Egypt1an paper AM;omhoariya observed 
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.. In dcahng wtth the Sovtet Umon and the USA as 
great powers, dtfl'erent cntena. should be used To take the 
s1.me att1tudc to these two countncs Js to st:J.rt out by m~k­
mg a mtstake It 1s patent sgnorancc to make analogtcs 
between them as 'Great Powers'" 

Jn a radto and televtston broadcast on January 25, 1973, 
Prcstdent Ngouabtg of the People's Repubhc of the Congo 

declared 
.. When some speak of the hegemony of the super pel\' ers, 

they unply condemnation of the Sov1et U01on whtch 1s put 
on the same footmg as the USA It 1s we11 'L."'hown, ho\\cver, 
that the USA alone ts an rmpenal1st power seel.!ng to es-­
labhsh 1ts hegemony." 

In an attempt to confuse the non-ahgned group and to 
stdetrack thetr mam attention from exposmg UDpenahsm, 
C1una also gave currency to the Western doctnne of "ncb" 
and "poor'' natJ.ons 1be doclrme outnght FCJCCted the well 
known fact that the poverty of 11nrd World c:ountnes was 
htstoncally cOlldtttoned by Jls long subJec:bon to coloruabsm 
The doctnnc lumped, 1n the category of "'nch• nat10ns, both 
those whtch belonged to the JmpcnaiJSt camp and those o( 
the socl31tst comm.uruty A promment Western cconmmst, 
S Franlal, for tnst8Dcc, dcmed outnght the fact that 1m 
penahst powers were explottlng colowal peoples He dea 
dared futde all attempts at counbng the balance o( 1Dcome 
and losses 1ft reli!.ttons bct"ecn the colomes aad parent coun 
mcs (lo Ddmcc ol Colon1es, London, p 5) 

SID.ce the early stxhcs of the present century. the ad\o­
catcs of the Westem doct:nne of "'nch"' and • poor• nattons 
have recetVtd unexpected support from Pekmg As early as 
the fifttes,. Mao Tse tung prochumed the hegemon1sttc slogan 
""The East Wmd Prevads Over the West Wmd " Unlwng 
thiS slogan, Chmese leaders tned to mtRimtsc tbe role of the 
v.ortd SOCiahst system-the ally of the Thml World-and 
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to n:placc the: soc1al and econonuc approach to one ~sed 
on geography and rac:•al c:harac:tc:nshc:s C111na's art1fic:Jal 
di\JSlon or the world 1nto ""J:ast" and '"West'' approximates 
the 1mpcnalru ~ncept of '"s:UJsfred North" and '"hungry 
South " rcL•ng has no compuncuon to lump both tho so010l 
ast Sov1et Un1on and tmpenahst USA to,gclhl:'r under the 
blanL.et category of • ncb nat1ons " What else motive u there 
CXtepl to lull the gcnUJnC 3Dh·JmJ1C03lJSt VI,GJiancc or the 
nora.ahgncd, ro milLe them rum awoay from thc1r sworn cnem}. 
1mp:nahsm, \\lib v.hn~h Moo has entered mto nn unholy al 
bancc v1a Ksumg~r-the arch enemy or the ThmJ World, or 
the movement or non abgnmcnt'P 

Lastly, bcrorc conclud1ng our arguments, u •s perb· 
nent to a!•k \vhy Cluna. 1£ 11 v.crc re:ally antcrested 1n help­
IDS the non at1gnment movement grow. should have ehosen 
some or 1ts members as vactuns of us cartographic aggrcs­
ston, of brulal armnl JnVDSJOil., Why, at the hc1ghl of the 
Canbbcan cnSJS 1n 1962, d1d 11 mvadc Jnd•a? Was 11 Mao­
rst brand of anti 1mpcnabo;m, \\h1ch Castro \\as defcndmg 
agamst :umed threats ISSued by Wasl11ng.ton'J Canng bltle 
Cor the fnendsh1p lnd1a had shown towards Chma. ror the 
efforts Nehru had mado--cven o.t the cost of makmg eoem1es 
of Amencans-to get Clnna. odm1tted to the UN, Mao aiJd 
hr~ cohorts Zbrcw aiJ crvrhscd bebawour overbo:ud and senl 
the1r anoed hordes across the H1malayas obviously to deDeet 
the leader or the non al•gncd world from h1s cbosm path, to 
detach lnd1a from the non a11g0ed world DDd then to domJDII.te 
ll from a pos,llon of strength 

Chma aJso dJd all Jl eouJd to help fiwparous and d1s 
rupuve tendenc1cs grow m Jadua as was eYJdent rrom the sup 
port 11 gave lo rebel Nagas: and MJzos. to Pakistan 10 hav­
Ing Kashmir severed from the rest of Ind1a, to a band or 
ultra 'Lef11sts" mtmt on creating anarchy under lhe slogan of 
"Ma01st rr:vo1ut.1oo" 

The Th1rd World countne!i occupy an 1mportant place 
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m the hegetn.aD.LShc pohcy of the Mao1sts In stnvmg for lhe 
teadenhlp of the group of states wtueb, due to theu· large 
populations, constitute an ovcrwhelDUng maJOnty m the 1n 
temattonal commuody of nat1ons, Pek1ng hopes ta nsc to the 
status o[ a srca.t power and to become the le:.der o[ the durd 
power centre of the world 

Control over the human and matena.l resources of these 
countnes mak1ng up the three huge contments-Asta, Afr1ca 
and Latm Amenca-couid change the balance of forces Jn 
the world m faYOUr o[ ctuna ThiS cxpla1ns the $1.ubbora 
desue of the Mamsts lo gam mftuencc over the developtng 
countnes wb1ch they CODSJder an Jmportant rcserw m the1r 
struggle for world dom.tualloo. 

Does not tlus strategy coalesce With KJSsJnger s'/ Mao 
and KISSmger speak ddfen:nt Jd1oms for tbey come from two 
dlf[ercnt Wstone milieus. but they attempt at the same ob­
Jective for they represent two streams llowmg from lbe G:me 
sprmg of hosbl1ty to the world of SOCJabsm, hostility 10 the 
world of non alignment, hostdJ.ty to the1r UDpenshable and 
everlasb.ng cobestveness. whlcb bas WJtb!itood and \\Ill con 
tmue to Withstand an severe tests to whu::h lhcy are subzcctcd 
by Pekmg and Washmgton and by both ca1omtly 
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Prospects and Perspectives 

The fcregomg pages have borne out that the bas1c: con­
ceptJOD.s of DOD·allgnment have su1ted the larger Interests of 
the countnes subscnbmg to tins pohcy and of tbe world at 
large and have been •n tunc watb tendencJCS wluch have today 
m~turcd Into peaceful COCXJstence and detente Non al.Jgn 
ment JS not. therefore. a. "stranger'' to the new emcrgmg 
structure of Intcmahonal relations What 1s amportant zs that 
far from becommg Jrtelcvant the bmc postuJares of non­
abgoment have merged fully watb new configuration of 
world ctrcUmstances Non-abgomeut has not takcu any 
somcnault nor does 11 need -to take one 

NotwJthstandang the advent of detente peace rcma1ns 
the deepest aspzrahons of people everywhere m the world 
In thrs sense. one of the clasSic obJec:llves of non ahgnmcnt 
has not lost 1ts raiSOJ1 d'ctm As a matter of fact, the move­
ment needs duowmg all 1ts 1Dfluenc:c and full we1ght 10 en 
sunng the durabahty of peace and the urcversJbdaty of de 
ten!e There arc powerful mtematlonal forces shU exertmg 
pulls away from the growmg trend of detente Among tbesc 
may be counted those entrenched vested mterests tn lhe West 
whiCh have drawn nourishment from arms dnve aDd whiCh 
ICe ID llS slOWing down a fall tn their profit curve Second 
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ly, note should be talen of the most bethcose Western poh· 
tlc1ans \\hO si.JU look at the world through the cold-war 
bhnkers, who have not overgrown the Dulles1an mentahty of 
.. rolltng back.. the fronuers of socJaltsm 11nrdly, the 
Ctunese le:~.derslup, stoktng the fires of regton:~.l confltcrs 
\\ herever they breal. out, atm at bnngmg the world close 
to a cnsts-suuatmn from where, they calculate, the two 
GrNt Po\\ers \\Ill find 11 tmpossible to wtthdraw and thus 
maul each other to the advantage of Petong The Chmese 
press says "The t\\o tigers will fight down m the valley 
\\hereas v.e, the Chmese, will wakh them from atop the 
mountam" In th1s dangerous gamble the Chmese leaders 
do not red.on wtth the calculus of 3 nuclear war \\htch will 
engulf the enttre world, tncludmg the people of Chma The 
non alignment movement cannot, therdore, overlook that 
Pelmg's frantic attempts to torpedo detente, to obstruct 
dtsarmament, to sow susptcJon and hoshltty between stales, 
tis efforts to provoke a world war and reap whatever advan­
tages may accrue from them, pose a great danger for all 
~ace loVlng peoples 

The non-al.tgned countnes cannot tum the1r race aw.a) 
from the "orld 1ssues endangenng pe:~.ce, e g • m the Middle 
EttSt As External Atran~ MtntSter Mr Cbavan has sa1d, 
Jnd1a and the non aligned group Will be glad to make a con 
struct1ve contnbu!Jon 1f called upon to do so Nor can they 
rest on tberr ]aur'Cls as far as. the process of de-colonlaltsatton '" 
concerned Ugly spots of colontal rule and rac1al d1scruntna· 
11on shll ex1st and they have to be dtsmantled to y1eld place 
lo popular rule and equahty and JUShce Israel's contmued 
occupalton of Arab temtones, colomahsm m parts of Afnca 
and ::~parthc1d m South Afnca and Rhodesta are remmders 
that much rematDS to be done by the non-ahgnment move­
ment Furthennore, d1sannament, the greatest need of the 
limes, IS yet lobe 3CbJeVed The world IS today fa~d by tbc 
pc=nl from nuclear destructmn llus has to be ehmmated. 
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the stockpiles destroyed and the wodd finally taken towards 
uru.versal uud general diSarmament 

Non ahg'ment. s::nd the Lusaka Declaration of J 970 
denvcs 1ts ongms from ccrl:un ~rcnrual yeanungs of na 

tJOiii"iiaie;(o;-s;rer:fuliCr'"aDdabc'UCr Ilk It WOutci,there 
fo';, remam o( abadmg sJgndicancc and was no!.!!9indent 
uP,piiiDterDa1ui'n:ilJ~UtiCa1Cir'Cumstanccs_wh~eri.Jjkeiy 
lo change 
ll was m thiS sense of a pervadmg phllosophy and method 

of foreagn pobcy that Jawaharlal Nehru had conceiVed of non { 
alignment 

The first two post war decades unt1l 1965 66 may b= 
satd to h:tve seen the grand sweep of the pol.Jcy of non ahgn 
ment on the world stage as a struggle for peace and coexts 
tence and as a struggle agatnst coloruahsm and Jmpenallsm 
No doubt, these struggles contmue to remam at the heart of 
the pobcy but new problems and challenges have emerged 
dunog rhc last one decade rcqumng more specrfre and prac 
heal, more sustatned and concerted act1on by the non ahgn 
cd group Tbe lnpartJte mcebng of PtesJde.nt TJio Pres' 
dent Nasser and Pnmc M101ster Indira Gandht m New Delh1 
In 1966, for Instance, led to the Slgnmg m 1967 of an agree 
ment on Trade Expoms•on and Economic Cooperation among 
lmba Yugoslavia and Egypt Though thiS tnpanJ.Ie agree 
ment was of a bm1ted anangement 1t was concepuonally : 
s•gmficant essay m non aligned cconom1c cooperation .I!!!_ 
1dea of econonuc cooperar.on has now became an 1mpor 
tq_nt aDd mtcgral part of _!,he mii'"riiahanil srrotegy_oCPon 
.lll$nment ln4:1J.._und~n Gandb.1 s Jeadenh1p, has play 
cd a crucial role 1n the development of th1s econom1c d1mcn 
s•~lJton at~du.r1ng the l~fellr"iOrur--

It will not be out of place to I"Cfcr here bneny to the 
var1ous measures that Ind•a took, together w1th 1ts non a11gn 
ed fncnds ro promote economic, commerc1at and teclln1 
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cal cooperabon among the non abgned nataons One Jm­

portlllt po1nt to be borne 1n mtnd Is that what has en­
abled us to promote th1s cooperauon IS the advilDce we our­
selves have made m agncultural, mdustnal and tochnolopcal 
developlllctlL Snrulaf developments have taken place m 
other couatnes as welt whK:h made. 1t possible foe the non­
ahgned group to talk moan•ng!uUy o! self·,.l•ance and mu­
mal cooperation 

If 1n the fiftJes and svLlles the mam.,lhrust_of _the non­
abemeut was agamst lhe d1VJS1on ;;, the world on the ~m.vs 
o~ cold war poiJtJcs end&lngenng global ce as §.!he 
lndepende 
lqUit0u.s and exp .. .. 
lOjlug countnes of Afm:a1 ASta and Latm Amenca. aud the 
dUCIOJ;!CS countna To Darrow dOWii -and-eVintui!!!Y' to 
bnille tlU> SiP and to at~dan0i:iiope.,.11.., ~ 
la~lweed"'lbedffll!>plllg·ancl \be developed ;;orr.IS 
IS a pnnc1pai oDJCclJve 01 non alt~iuDenr-'Ille estabbshment 
or8'jiiSi""" economrc balanccDetweetr rbesc mo categoneiOI 
nat1ons Js esseni1at-not OnJffrom .. thc po1at of VIew of sOC:Iil 
JUS"'Uc'e aiid!iWDan eqU'"it1ty, but also-for iiic:: Mat1on of 
pc!ilaetui and stabfe'""Y.Orld ordUrree from the threat Of VIO­

lent Up&eavilS - ---

Tbc role. econom1c. cooperatiOn between the non a11gn 
ed group and the. &OClahs.t commUDJ\y played lD deve 
1opmg the. ceononnes of young states u now admnted by aD 
The USSR has steadfas\ly come forward m eom:obdat1Dg 
then mdependent eamomy by &1Y1Dg assiStance for creallDg 
a vast tndustna\ tnfrastructure as symboliSCd byBblla1, Bo'karo. 
R.tmclu and other ' modem temples• of new Ind1a. 111e ceo 
nom1e telaltODS betweu the two groups of countnes arc based 
on equal1ty and mutuality of advantage 

The aliJSDce the aon ahgoed movement has budt WJih 
'.'M. "SU-nlt/il\ t.~ t4 tra'\Jons ,, ac'Cmg as a po'I:CD\ 
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force m restructonng the JnternatJona1 economic relaltons 'l1le 
developmg Afro ASian non ahgned countnes acooun~ for JD 

stance, for ten per cent of fore1gn trade turnover of soc1abst 
countnes members of the COMECON Thousands of 
enterpnses, many of them m the core sector, have been con 
stnJcted and are under constructJoo 10 these countries 

The danger of a world war has somewhat receded as a 
rosult of the growmg detente m the world As Mr Chavan 
has pomted ou~ lndra has always held the v•ew that m th1s 
nuclear age, war as a method of resolvmg power nvaJnes has 
become outmoded and that the development of technology 
made mtemattonal cooperation, cspec::Jally between the Great 
Powers, necessary and ultJmately utcscapable 

In the earlier per1od of detente some people hod m1s 
takeoly called tlus pobcy bt altgoment The fact IS that the 
Iru:ban pohcy of non abgnment, os Mr Chavan has explamed, 
has not been one of equ•d•stance or equal prox1m1ty to the 
great powers It has been ooe of promotmg mtemat1onal co 
operation for wh1cb detente 1s mdiSpensable The JOint space 
Otgbt by the USSR and the USA and the HelSinki Confermce 
on Peace and Cooperabon 1n Europe are hiStoric evenrs 10 

the evolutiOn of mtemahonal detente 

Today, as yesterday. the non abgned couotrJes have lo 
assert the.r Judc:pendence and to concert the1r efi'oJ'Is 10 order 
to be able lo w1thsumd pressures from certain pcm.en :md 
to brmg about a greater degree of dc:mocratiSalloo m 1oter 
nat•onal rcla1101lS 

It 1s also useful to remember, os Mr ChavM says, that 
while the system of m.~btary p:acts has become Jooser, these 
pacts have CODSiderable m•du;uy capacity to Jgnon= the1r ex 
ISlc:DCC 'Jbe contmu:mcc of unpenahst mduary :md naval 
bases 10 fore•gn temtortes and the resumpboD of arms sup­
_plres to cJJent states JD sens•llvc regto.as of the worJd pose a 
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danger 1o peace and to tbe mdepcndencc of DOD al1gned 
countnes 1bus, the class1c objechve of non alignment to 
preserve nabonal 10depenaeDce 1n the conlexf Of global :or 
regtdfiit tiLiliiilry afimnces rcmams relevant Non at1gnment 
cau'Dot be 1gDOred whde v.e welcome: and applaud the re­
treat of m1htary all1ancn and the fOJWard mCJVement of 
mtcmabonal detente 

The fonhcooung non aligned summll JS expected to :re­
mlorce the ba~ prlnc.Jpks of the non abgned movement 
and resiSt etrons to dilute these Various kmds of pressures 
are sought lo be appl1ed on non al1gned countries by forc;es 
of unpcnal•sm, colomahsm and forcJgn dommat10Il wluch 
uerc resorung to such methods as destabJIJsaiJon and tntemal 
subversion These forces were trymg to d1VIde and \\-eaken 
the non ahgned movement and dJYen the attenhon of non 
abgaed countnes from 1mpotl3nt usues of development, 
peace add cooperahoa 

The:: Forc1gn Mmtslm of IDd1a and Yugoslavu1., m a 
JOIDl commun•que stressed the need for preservmg add 
furlher slrcngthenmg the undy, sobdanty and cohest\eness of 
the non abgned countnes and 10 thiS contex.t redera.ted theu 
• fuU support for stnct adherence to the fundamental pnnc•­
ples o[ non abgummt " 

The m:un thrust of the forlhccmung Colombo summJl, 
tbey affirmed, should be on an mtegrated and balanc:ed ap­
proach" to the problems or de:tente. d1sarmament. develop· 
ment and cooperation both on the mtematJonal plane and m 
ll1e fields or the development of relattons among non al•ga 
ed countraes themselves 

People of lhe "-OJid will look towards the Colombo CoD 
ference for the lead Jt g•ves 1n reJDVIgoratmg tile world pro 
cess. IDC:Xorably movmg to\\ards the testrucluTing o[ mtet 
natJODal relauons peace and detente lncba under the 1as-
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pmng Jcadmh1p of Mrs Gandht w1U re1terate and reaffirm 
the bane doctnnes of non abgnment Nehru had evolved and 
rededicated Itself to the cause of further carryJDg them fonvanf 
ODd dcvelopmg them 1n the changed world events m the m 
terests of world peace and mdependence of peoples, for mter 
nat1onal secur1ty and cooperation among nauons 
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by Nehru, Nasser and Scokarno, and the genernl tone of !Is 
dectaratzon set at the cont~ncc was c:ertaznty of the non 
alzgned uallons lt gave them an opportuDity to meet, dm:uss 
DDd evolve COiblllOD andmtandzng on world afl':nrs 

The out&real: of t&e Suez cn.ElS 1a. 1956 gau' f.he DOD 
alzgned nahons another ocea!tOD to demonstrate tbe1r opposz 
hon to tnpartzte aggrcssaon The IDdtgnamt and ututed vozce 
of the non aligned nauons, supported by other soc:za.hst c<IUll 
tnes, was largely responstble to save Egypt from aggmszon 

A large nwnber of Afro-Aszan nahons had ucc:1ved, zn 
tbts per1od, achve support from. SoVIet Uruon on questaons of 
Vttal nattoualtmportaDte lndta, for example, tece1ved cpen 
support on questtons of Kasbmlt and Goa, lndonesza on West 
JrJaD zssue, and Egypt at the time of Suez mslJ 

Durmg lhc foUoWJng years, the noa abgned naUODs were 
CODStslently ~Ctbng to embody 1heJr broad assu1Dpb0Ds about 
mternatzonat relabons m actual polte1cs In utg~ng lh:: bqut 
dat100 of coJonJabsm from all parts of tbc world. nolably 1D 

Alzena and Angola. m att~ptmg to achlC'le through the 
UN and 115 assoc:zated bodies, peaceful solutions to Ulter 
11afJODa1 problems, and u:1 to underdeveloped states for 
their development programme, 'D. oppos1ng the naahst pol1 
CKS pursued by eertam nabotlS W1tb1n thett temtones, aDd m 
urgang dzsarmameat aad banru.ng of dcstrucllvc nuclear wea 
pons, the nan ahguo:t natiOns trtcd to cpetate as 11 catalyst 
Ptternahonal force 

The next nnporr:mt stage was the: hold1ftg of summd 
confm:a.ciS'Ibe POD. abgncd na.ttons were nOW holding die1r 
Own.-confereDees-'""Th~ nUiD.lit -of partu::lp3il!S went Qn iii 
creasmg from 25 at BelgradtJo j6 aU]gtcrs The forth 
com.aag sumnut at Colombo, the fi:nt to be bcld u1 As1a, u ex 
peeled to be attended by over 80 couatncs The Government 

• •'s leadersh1u declami 10 September 
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1946 non abgnment as the basiS of Jts approach to conlem 
porary mlernatrooal relations, lodta was prachcally the ODly 
country m the world to pursue that pobcy Today, the num 
ber of non aligned nabons has consulerably mcreased 1lus 
tremendous growlh has been from one ma1n source- the 
new slates of As1a and Afnca, some of whom had declared 
non alignment as thCJr pobcy at the Bauduag Coaference 
The llberarron of Zhese counlnes had bee.a woo o.a the basiS 
of nahooahsm wh1ch, as md1cated earber, was lbe maJor 
soClal phCDDm.enon m the emergence of nou abgume.at 

The real basiS of tbe slreogtb of DOD abgnment can be 
seen m the colossal popular basJs wlucb the policy e.DJOYB,. not 
only JD rbose countnes where non abgnme.at u pursued as 
offic:Jal fore1gu pobcy, but also m a number of other coon 
tnes 10 the underdeveloped world. m Latm Amet1can coun 
tnes and m liberal c:trcles m more advauced counlneS of 
Europe bke Bntam Norway, Sweden, etc Ill tire developmg 
countnes Jl 11 not ac:Cldental that govemments wluch achvely 
pursue DOD alignment are also govemmeots wluch enJOY a 
large popular base as m India 

Another reason for further growth of noD ahgoment dur 
mg lhese years was due to the gradual evoluhon of Jts JIDphca 
IIODS Certam general propos1bons were derived at the 
beg1DD1ng llself These were largely J.Dherent m the poht1cai 
expene.ace.s of these natJons Jomed m the liDIDecbate past as 
a result of the1r oppDSJbon to eolon•alwn aud raCJabsm 
orgarus10g mlernauonal assistance for ecoooiDIC development 
of the undeveloped and underdeveloped oaes urge for peace 
and d1sarmament 8Dd support to the UN Whd&; there were 
a number of Jssues on whiCh tbe DOD abgned nataons felt some 
dJJDcuby m lakJDg a delimle sfand from lhe very Wgummg 
because 1t requu-ed somctuoes both tune and expeneoce for 
them to define the1r pobcles oo a number of usues 

Another measUl'e for the growth of non abgument was 
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