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PREFACE 
, ~., ."... . . : "~,,:"'>: : ~:: ~ .,,, .. J " 

T HE.,.p· resent· · ·"fofk~; iti ,..:~ett. on 
~ ( . .. " ,. 

tlfe :';Lectur-es . en ·tlie1'·S~ier\e~ .. of 

Histo~y ;.~i~h I delivered . to~~d~res 
in Histdi'~ at" th~ . Bengal"'~ ~~~nal 
'College, £aiC!ut;.ta. My object 'was to 

o ' " " 

survey, not historicaiiy b~t according to 
the philosophico-comparative method, 
the phe.nomena of civilisation and point 
out- the laws ~ro generalisations that 
may be deduced o~t of the facts of 

'" urV,versal histwy. 
Human civili~atidh, like physical 

fdcts and phen~~ena, requires to be 
studied in such a way as to lead to 
the detection of uniformities in the 

v 



PREFACE 

sequences and co-exi~tences of social 
events and movements. l;1;istory has 
to be put on tqy same level .with 
physics and other natural sciences, so 
that predictions may be Y0ss.ible in the 
social world as ill the PQy'sical. 

My best tha;nks are due to Pro­
fessor RadhakuI!;lud Mukerji, M.A., of 
the National / Council of Education, 
Bengal, for 0 ·kindly looking over the 
proofs. 

CALCUTTA, 

June, 1911. 

vi 

B. K. SARKAR. 
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SECTION 

PROBLEMS OF HISTORY 

M ANY ~tI'ange ~hings have hap­
pened . in the history of the 

world. There have been cases in 
which the efforts of individuals or ' . . 
societies have been direeted towards 
the spre.itd of .a new religion, but the 

o . 
result has been· the creation of.a 
new state or the making of a power­
ful military community. Sometimes 

o 
the.ruling classesoor the subjects have 
endeavoufed to raiSe the status of 
tht!ircountry J>y developing its secular 

. . 0 

and political · interests, but a .new re-
liwous system ~th its peculiar dog­
mas and doctrines has displaced the 
old :Qlythology and renovated the spiti-

1 



THE SCIENCE OF HISTORY 

• tuallife of the people. Many instances 
are recorded of conflicts between states ., 
which ensue through certain bones of 
contention, but which have been con­
cluded by treaties settling. quite diffe­
rent problems. the suc"ession ques­
tion owing to . vac~ncy of the throne 
in one state has often been the occasion 
of a world-wide struggle artd led tQ 
the alteratiOll of. .the political bound­
aries of several states. There is a 
dynasti~ ana political rivalry betwe~n 
two princes, but altogether new and 
unheard-of peoples slowly and silently 
acquire a place m th~ polity of nations . 

• 
While, again, • philosophers and 

• 
theorists have been eniaged in tJ1e 
diffusion of·a new · thought or . the de­
vising of measures fOI the cultivation 
of the arts and sciences, the advance­
ment of learning and the spreQ.d of 

2 



PROBLEMS OF HISTORY 

education, tHe p0eople have been blessed 
with the a~quisition of the privileges of 

10 

self-government, d£!mocracy, . and free 
constitutional life. Or, perhaps, the 
politicians . 6ltld statesmen have been 
actively agit.ating f& introducing re­
forms into the Legislative Assemblies 
and National . Councils, the whole­
hearted. devotion of some of the ablest . . 
men . Qf the country . has .been applied 
to the discussion of the best systems 
01 election and represehtation, the 

o 

study· of the proper relations between 
the rulers and the ruled, or .the deter­
mination of the qpties "bf the governors 
and the rights an& pIjvileges. of the .. 
g~verned, but, in the meMlwhile there 
has . emerged ft, riew (!onsciousness 
among the peol2le, the sign of a new 
life, through honest intellectual curi­
osity and scepticism, a taste for inde-

3 



THE SCIENCE OF HISTORY 

, 
pendent thought and dis'cussion, and 
the rise of a new Liter~ture and 
Science. ' 

In fact, traGes of the beginnings 
of movements are seldom- to be met. 
with at the close. Ther~ have been 
many movements ~Thich were started 
under the impulse of a hope of indus-

• 
trial improvement and commercial 
success, but which have ended in a new 
arrangement of social forcoo giving 
rise' to modification~ in the ,character 

• 
and extent of the State. Political re-
generation has often been the objective, 
but the result llas heen the develop­
ment of national" wealth . . Or, again, 
the establi~hment (,of uniformity . in 
religious life · and tbo~ght has been the 
spring of an individy~al's ' action, bUt 
the annihilation of a whole people's in­
dustry and commerce has been th~ COD-

4 



PROBL~MS OF HISTORY 

sequence. While sometimes patriots 
have conSned their ambition solely to 
the mere .establis&inent of a · constitu­
tional form <;>f government by limit­
ing the ri~hts of the sovereign and 
extending . the privtieges of the sub-
ects, they have been startled by 

more momentous results than were 
within their ken, viz., the declaration 
of an absolu.te autonom1 and nati<:mal 
indepenaence. lq one state the sove-
'" reign cbmmits a political or a strategic 
blunder, but in another kingdom a 
political revolution is effected and a 

~ . 
limited monarclt)r takes the place of 
the old .. ~egime of royal absolutism. 
T.wo states "" are " me,silring th~ir 

strength against each other, but a ., . 

third and an altogether independent 
state comes into the whirlpool of their 
polit1.cS and undergoes me fate of 



THE SCIENCE OF HISTORY 

double or triple partitions among the 
neighbours. 

Observers ' of sucll freaks ·of Nature 
in the phenomena of the human world 
are na.turally expe~ted to ddlIbt if there 
be any law or definite principle govern­
ing man's progress and decay . . If 
the affairs of man are ver~ strange 
and have no natural and necessary 
connection . Between one . another, if 
the rise anq. fall of , nations, 'the prq­
pagation of religions or the extinction 
of' industries, the loss of liberty or 
the. fOWldation of a constitution are . & . 

really the results of accidents ~md 

cannot be foresee~~ what can possibly 
bG the aims I\~nd ip.e'als 6f human life, 
w~at the sources of inspiration that ma~ 
encourage man in his struggle for exis­
tence ? How would a nation that has 
been for some time a contributo~r to 

6 



PROBLEMS OF HISTORY 

~ . 
the world's culture and civilisation try 
to maintain its dignity and prestige? 
What . are the m.eans by which an · 
infant or . a degenerate community 
can hope I)fu rise ~o the stan~ing' of 
advanced nations? "Is there any good 
irr the efforts and energies of agitators, 
martyrs, and missionar,ies? \iVhat is 
the val~e of the work and per~everance 
of religious preachers, ~nd sQcial re­
formers~ patriots" and philanthropists ? 



SECTION II 

THE SCOPE ' AND' FUNCTION OF 
HISTORY 

ANSWERS tQ such qu"eries regard­
ing the hopes and the f~ture 

of mankind are to be expected of the 
historian. But of late-the. cultivation of 
learning has been considerably guided 
by the principle of the Dhision of 
La:,bour. The tendency has been 
towards a breaking up of the province 
of knowledge int0 several depart­
ments and the relegation of each t<?, a 
separate treatme~t, 'with the result that 

• 0 

the sciences 4J have become specialis~.d 
and th~ir scope greatly' narrowed. 

Historical studies, also, have been 
attacked by this principle of isolation 
and specialisation, and have had tpeir 

8 



ITS SCOPE AND FUNCTION . 
boundaries confined exclusively to the 
facts and j?henomena of the statal life 
of a' people. W Qrkers in the field 
of history consider their sole responsi­
bility to ~. the study of only the 
political affairs of a :community, e.g., 
administration of the state, interna­
tional diplomacy, wars and treaties, 
expansioll and, secession of territories, 
growth ~r decay of tae seD:se of 
nationaliily or political , unity. Only 
such facts or principles as are directly 
or indirectly connected . with the 
political aspects of human 1ife receive 
their whole atbenti~n and absorb .. 
their . total activity. 'fhe tendency 
of., historians dlowadays is" to .neglect 
completely the ~udy of the influences 
on State of Man's domestic, social, 
industriar, religious, and intellectual 
life, ~and of the di verse effects on 

9 



THE SCIENCE OF HISTORY 

human life and institutions of the 
working of the political ~machinery. 
For this is considered to be the func­
tion of special classes of scholars, e.g., 
sociologists, economists;, ~ . and peda­
gogists. 

The introduction of the principle 
of Division of Labour in the culti­
vation of science has · no ttoubt led 
to rapid ~owth and development of 
the several sciences, and bY" differen­
tiating and rigidly demarcating their 
scope and function has helped forward 
the speedy ' realisation of the end of 
each. But this mifferentiation and . 
limitation of the" range of .;;tudy has 
been attemf.ed with .the .necessary eyj.ls 
and imperfection's of· the consequent 
diversity and multiplicity. For tne 

. absence' of uniformity and of" synthetic 
comprehensive treatment is unf3vour-

10 



ITS SCOPE AND FUNCTION 

able to the discovery and formulation 
of univers~l principles and fundamental 
laws that may be g~neralised out of the 
facts and phenomena of the world. 
History hast, II thus, on the one hand, 
been . able' to& supply ~ut of its general 
stock special fact~ and materials for an 
altogether new branch of learning, viz., 

Political-Science, and has thus contri­
buted to the richness and variety of 
human knowledge.. But these spe­
cfalis~d activities have, on the oth~er 
hand, withdrawn the attentio~ of 
scholars from the study of the hopes 
anq aspirations <9£" . m;n, the progress 
and decax of civilis~ions, and the ulti­
mu.t~ gains and lasses of l'lumanity. 

l\'Ian is not wliolly· a political animal, 
and therefore the state alone is not the 
sole indicator and standard in regard to, 
hum~n happiness and mIsery. No 

11 
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knowledge about man can be complete 
until and uruess it is based $)n a study 
of all human passions and tenden~ies, 
institutions and activities. And , so 
history must necessarily be incomplete 
and quite unabl; to guess. the :future 
destiny of mankind or to suggest the 

• 
lines of advance suitable to any stage, 
so long as it does not concern itself 
with the whole of human .life and its 
thousand and one manifestations. The 
~jstorian, therefor~, will have to u~e 

. t ' \ . 

at every step the laws of life and living 
organisms . • Biology i~ __ _ tbus_Jhe._.tr.ue 

() ........... .. . 
basi~~(_~~ciolp'gy _~d the _ sciencff_ of 

-r-- . - - . 

~istory. F'0und€d on ~he -science~f 
Life, History will obe ,-competent 0 to 

, -- -- - - - - __ - - --0 - - - -- -- -- -

formulate clear and d'efinite principles 
o 

about the course of human progress, 
the de~elopm~nt of. society and the 
evolution of civilisation. 

12 



SECTION III 

THE SCIENCE OF LIFE 

T lIE • de..velopmebt of all living 
organisms is effected through 

certain energies and substances that 
are c~ndb.~f~e to th;~woWth and 
manifestation of life. It. is the envi­
ronment -- and phy~ical surroundings 
tliat supply these life-sustaining factoys 
to . the organisms. And this physical 
universe is not only the feeder and 
sus~ainer of living. bein~s, it is also the 
field of· their activity as well as the .. 
abpde in which they grgW and re-
produce themselves". • Hence the action 
afld reaction between the living 'organ-. . 

Ism and the. t::n~onment regttlate all 
the (;onditions of its life-history. 

13 



THE SCIENCE OF HISTORY 

Now, aU those forces and materials 
that constitute the environment, e.{5., 

o 

light, heat, air, w30ter, soils, food sub-
stances, etc., are not equally necessary . . 
to the life ~nd developmept of every 
organisni.; in' fact, some ~r~ positively 
harmful and injurious to its interests. 
Besides, among the living beings them­
selves there are relations or mutual 

. alliance and erivalry. It is the interac­
tion and resultant of all thfu forces of' 
Nature, both favourable and unfavOlfr-

10 

able to life, that determine the develop-
ment and growth of every individual 
orgamsm. An~ so Ute form and char-

o 

acteristics of every. living being depend 
o , 

on the nat\jre and ostr~gth of these 
o 

contending forces~ . 

Thus, in the vegetable and anim~tl 
worlds the varieties of form and colo~, 
structural and external characteristics, 

o 
14 



THE SCIENCE OF LIFE 

o 
the habits of life and habitats, move-
ments of limbs and other organs, as 

• 
well as the methQlis of reproduction 
and rearing, are all influenced by and 
adapted to othe varying con~tions of 
the environment. 'l'p.e plants and 
animals of land as well as water have 
different modes of life and forms of 
body adapted to their different abodes 
and , surroundings. ,Terrestrial plants 
and anirrmls, again, display diversity of 
structure and characteristics owing to 
the variety of sets of favourable and 

, unfavourable circumstances amidst 
whifh they are pmced.~ 

The maintenance· of' life as well as • 
th~ propagatioa of. the spe8i~s, also, do 
not depend soMly on the individual 
life of the organism. In fact, evejl. 
aspect of its life is influenced by the 
whol<e enviro.nment' surrounding it. 

15 
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8 

The opeI:ation ' of the manifold forces 
of nature, the attempts of ~ach organ­
ism to utilise the ~nvn:onment accord­
ing to its own needs,and the modi­
fication of its organs "Mlrough the 

o 
assimilation of , ~he sUIT@unding sub-
stances-all contribute their quota to 
its special gro~th and development. 
The life and individuality 0 of each 

single org~rrism . ar~ controlled and 
influenced by the sum-total 01 all those 

C> 

processes and products of Nature that 
arise out of the needs of every other 
organism for growth and development. 
A.nd the mod1ficatitms in the lhring 
world owing to the mutual aUiance and' . ,. . 
rIvalry of <the org&nisEns as well ., as 
the new forces that 0 are being per-

'" petually -created by the eternal struggle 
for existence in the universe have their 
part to play in 'moulding the life-history 

16 



·THE SCIENCE OF LIFE. 

of every organism. N 0 org~ism can 
realise its individual perfection abso-

• • c> 

l:utely independent of all other organ-
isms. All · the world-forces are jointly , . 
responsible f~r every manifestation of 

. the life of an .organism:, so that the de­
velopment, liberty, and degeneracy of 
one are mextncably bound up with 
the devetopment, liberty, and de­
generacy of all other organisms. This 
{s the fu@damental truth about the . . 
spl1'ere of human bemgs. 

Human life is also in this way in­
fluenced and controlled by the forces 
and substances in <the universe. The . . 
groWth, developmen~, and liberty 9f' 
Man depend on,..,the"resultant of all the 

" mutual relations . between the various 
ag~ncies of the sQcial an<;l physical 
environments. It is the interaction of 
all frien~ly an~ inimical world-forces 

17 c 
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• 
that gives to each . human b~ing its 
peculiar external characUeristic~ and 

• 
endows it with it~ proper mental and 
moral outfit. 

Thus the formation 4i society as 
well as the crealion of state, organisa- · 
tion of education as well as the culti_o 
vation of letters, the institution of . 
religiou.s practices as wen as the 
foundati~n nf institutions, in fact, all 
aspects of human life, are-influencea 
apd modified by the social ~nd 
physic~i atmosphere in which man 
is placed, and vary with the vary­
ing circumstances -that diversify it. 
J~st as plants . am other. l~wer organ; 
isms display diversity c:i structure .and 
characteristics in ·ordet to adapt them­
selves to the play- of diverse agencies 
in the universe, so man also manifests 
various aspects of lif~ and ch~racter 

18 
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II 

unde]'" various sets of influences, takes 
recourse to various modes of living, and 
preserves his contiAuity and indivi­
duality under various forms adapted 
to the varyina-e conditi~ns of the "social 

. and physical world. TIle state, religion, 
~terature, and other manifestations of 
human life assume in this way different .. 
characteristics of form and spirit under 
different circumstances. 
~he ~o£ive of man in. having re­

course to social and physical c;hange!:; 
of his organism is to adapt these mani­
festations and weapons .of life to the 
varying needs and ~conditions of the 
struggle for -existence. to Political move­
~nenbs as well 'As feli.gious : propagan­
dism, planting ot colonies as well as .. 
the development of ihdustries, are thus 

,regulated by the play of a thousand 
and one foraes to which human life is 

19 
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l 

subJe.ct in this universe. The growth 
in prosperity and freedom: of ~ com­
munity or the decay of its life and 
libe;ty does not depend solely on its 

• own beeds of advancenumt and pro-
• gress, and is not effected solely by 

the working of its own resources. 
No man can ever exist by ignoring 

anyone of the forces and· materials 
that make· up the world he lives in; 
he has to reckon' the agencies that' 

o 
~e peq>etually influencing himself as 
well as other men. A study· of the 
conditions ' of other men is thus the 
means to a pr~per dnderstanding pf his 
own situation in the struggle for exist· 
ence. And,· similarl)i, in the aease 
of a community d'r a people" the 
first problem in the struggle is °to 
discover the friends and foes-the 
favourable and unfavourable Qlrcum-

20 
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stances that n1ay co-operate with or 
militate aga~st its growth and develop­
ment; for all its .strrangeluents and 
organisations "vill have to be adjusted 
to the requirel.Rent~ thereby suggested. 

The progress and degeneration of 
'any of the races of luen are thus the 
indirect effects and subsidiary results 
of the development of mankind as a 
whole. What an individual nation 
l\egards as '~ the principal factor of its 

(' 

own progress, as the chief and indis 
pensable element of its own glory, is 
nothing but a luere by-product of 
the general proces~ of the "vhole of 
human affairs. ThuS" considered, na­
tion~l achievements d.l1d seif-~ealisations 

o 
at anyone epocl't al~e only some of 
the"sYluptoms .of the total world-culture 

of the age ;-and though ends ~n them­
selves " ii'OIU the standpoint of race-

. 21 
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consciousness, are mere means to, or 
unlooked-for consequences vf, the situ-

• 
ation of the hum~n race at the time. 
The growth or decay of a literature 
and the acquisition or lQSs of liberty 
are, no doubt,: of momentous con­
sequence to the life ~nd fortunes of a, 
nation; bpt in respect of the grand con­
summation- of human civilisltion these 
are temporary and accidental pheno­
mena, intimately connected with the' 
tpultitudirious ups and downs of a 
thousand other communities. 

The prosperity and adversity, growth 
and decay, a·s wCJil as freed0Il1: ' and 
subjection of eRch individual com-

• 0 munity at.any one. tirve, in one ~ord, 
the destiny of each~ nation acts and 
is acted upon by the conjunctureO of 
all the forces of the Universe. And 
this is .created by the interJ\ational 

22 
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e 
relations of the epoch and indicated 
by. the position · of the political and 
social centre of gravity of the world . . 
brought about by them. Hence, for 
a . proper ul!<ierstanding of any of the · 
conditions of a singl~ J?eople, it is abso­
lutely necessa~ to realise the ·~hole 
situation of the human world at the 
time, and minutely study the array of 

• world-forces that has befn the result 
of mutual intercourse between the 
several peoples in social, economic, 
intellectual, and political matters. r 

23 



SECTION IV 

THE WORLD-FORCES IN ANCIENT 
A~D MEDI..£EV AL HiiTORY 

" 

T HE chief centres. of ancient civi-
lisation were · India, Persia, 

China, E~t, Babylon, .amP Greece. 
The contribvtion of each of these to 
the culture of humanity was greatly 
influenced ' and modified by its inte<t-­
co~rse with . the civilised and bar­
barous peoples of the other parts of 
the world. B~ides • • being controlled 
by these sociological fa~tor~, the 
freedom ~n<l SoUbjog:J,tiop of countries, 
as well as the opblenee and 'adversity 
of peoples in the ancient world, de-

• • 
pended also on the climatological arid 
agricultural conditions 'of the s~veral 

24 



THE WORLD-FORCES IN ' HISTORY 

llabitable tracts, as well as the physical 
and natural ' means of . defence from 
foreign mroads. These social and . ' 

physical conditions of the surrounding , 
universe are responsible for the wars . ' 

and alljances, inter-m~tures and inter-
marnages, religious 14 approc!tements 
and territorial expansions, industrial 
developnrents and ethnical assimila­
tions that make up .the, 'Drama of 
Ancient History. 

Such inter-racial connectiPns and 
mutual intercourse b.etween , peopl~s 
of various origins have left their' stamp 

• qn the culture anrl ciVilisation of the-
Egyptian~ and Babylonians. So also 
'Hellenic civilisation was £lot an isolated 

"-"I () ., . 

grOWth, but was th~ product of the 
wt>rld-influences Qf the classic , age. 
The little city-states of Greece ' de­
veloped their peculiar type of life. 

25 
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and thought under the conditions sup­
plied by the states of antiqwty 'as well 
as the contemporary " barbarians. " 
,Their colonial and military systems, 
their commercial policies, their 
political unions",o and ~;nfederations, 
were the direct outcome of Phrenician, 
Egyptian, and Persian influences. The 
various stages in the histolY of the 
Roman ReJ?ublic were likeWise in­
fluenced both in form and.. spirit by 
contact }Vith the life and thought ('of 
tne irmumerable peoples who came 
under .the sway of the Romans . 

. The manner!) an<\ customs, religiou~ 
institutions and sQPial practices, as well 
as the art ang literature of "India, o~e' 

f\ ("J r.... r 

their special characteristics to ' the 
social, economic, p0l!tical, and religious 
intercourse of . India with the peoples 
of Tibet, China, and the diverse neo-

26 



THE WORLD-FORCES IN HISTORY 

• Greek states, as well as ·the influence of 
multifarious aboriginal and non-Aryan 
rites and ceremonies. In like manner 

• 
the literature and life of-the kingdoms 
of the Hellenistic world that came • • • 
into . being under th~ movement for 
the expansion of Greece begun by 
Alexander were the outcome, in vary­
ing degrees, of the cOlitact between the 
East. and the 'Vest; and.in polItics as 

If 

in philosophy, industrial. · as well as 
social life, represented the processes 
and products of · the assimilation that 
was consciously at work ' . under the 
altered conditions" of the world. 

In this way th~ indivlquality and 
peculiar type ~ of., socia.l o~~d literary 
life of each of 81 the ~ncient nations of 
the world were . developed, simulta­
neously with, and even as the results 
of, the individuality and nationality 

27 
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of the other peoples. All the types 
of ancient culture evolved tl\eir special 

• 
structural characteristics and differen-

• 
tia~ed th~mselves into separate socio-
political crystals QY inilqencing. and 
modifying one an.c'ther, and hence may 
be looked upon as more or less the 
joint-products ~f certain systems' of 
world -forces. 0 

The kaleidoscopic '. chang~s that 
marked the , state - systemso of the 

Middle Ages were likewise due t<;> t-he 
stir and turmoil produced by social 
and politic~l intercourse of peoples 
with one aIfothep. Those very 
barbaric rac'es woo had · dll~ing the 
preceding ept>oo.s excite«! the militlJlY 
ambition of the' estaMished, powers, 
whose vel'3' existence had, in fact, taxeCl 
the strategic ability of the rulers of the 

• • 
border-lands and frontier - proviPce~, 

28 



THE WORLD-FORCES IN HISTORY 

were under the new conditions no 
longer desl?ised as being outside the 
zo~e of civilisation, but had to be 
received by the civilised nations as 
mem,?ers of. the same system o( life 
and thought. 

The same influence that had led to 
the migration of the Aryans in primi­
ti ve times were now at work in making 

the Teutonic tril;les leave ~heir original 
homes al'l.d seek new settlemen,ts 

(I 

and careers in unknown and untried 
• 0 

lands. While the process of "barbaris-
°ing" was going on i~ one quarter of the 
globe, a camel-driVer' of the Arabian 
deserts pr9mulgatedl> a new faith, and 

under its imppls~ innumerable tribes 
and sub-lribes started on a career ° of 
reiigious fanaticism. The result was 
that the old centres of civilisation in . . 
Euroz;>e and Asia became Teutonis~d 
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• 
and Islamised and began to be the 
seedbeds of new thought alId culture. 

The political boq;ndaries of the states 
of Medireval Asia and Europe had 
to UIldergo rapid changes. 0 The d~cline 
and fall of the Roman Empire, forma­
tion of new independent states, the 
gradual est~blishment of autonomy 
in Britain, Gaul, and the 0 Iberian 
peninsula, owars of religion and 
expansion of theocracies, arise and 

o 
deyelopment of Saracenic kingdpms, 
.fall of ancient states and creation of 
new state-systems in India, revolts and 

Q • . 

secessions throughOlft the length and 
breadth of the knOwn world" destruc­
tion of libertieS' and lt~ss 6>f autonomies, 

• • 0 

ongm of new principles of unity and 
• • Q 

asSOCIation-in fact, all those ceasel~ss 
transformations . that characterise the 
stirring times-received their pe0uli~r 
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stamp and, trend by being thrown 
into the midst of one another, each 
having left its malik . on the others. 
The explanation of each of these is to 
be so~ght if\, the same sets of forces 

. that were engenderedo by the grand 
whirlpool of human affairs; and, so, 
all are to be regarded as members of 
one and °the same system· of 'world 
influences. Conquests and subjuga­
tions were· the order 01' the day; and 

o 
the Teut9nic victories in the Roman-
ised world as well as the Saracenic 

• 
conquests in Roman and non-Roman 

. p 
Europe. and the 0 varIOUS parts of 
Asia were othe outct)me of the same 
socip-political e&vi~onmefi.t.o · 1;he sub­
jugation of Britdm by foreigners is the 
European couQ.terpart of the same 
movement that led to ' the overthrow 
of theoHindus in c~rtain parts of India 
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• 
by the followers of Islam. Subjection 
and independence, progress a.nd degene­
ration, national acJ}ieyement and decay 
were not the fruit · of the· activities 
of ' ~dividual ' peoples, a.n.d c.annot be 
explained solel)(. by the heroism or 
degeneracy of the nations themselves. 
These were not the results of isolated 
movements, but were the 1oint-prq- . 
ducts of the whole process of human 
affairs. 

32 
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INTERNATIONAL POLITICS ,AND 

NMrIONAL ADlrANCEMENTS IN 
MODERN TIMES 

I T is , .. also a fact that the ~ortunei of 
all those peoples who ill modern 

times have Gontributed t~ the glory 
and wealth of humarr civilisation by 
wi'hning 'their independence and auto­
nomy from the grasp of foreign ruJ.ers, . . ' 

or by limi#ng the rights and powers 
of the . sovereigns,O were not made by 
their own e,:£forts alotle, but were mainly 
dir~cted by th~ co.njunctulle of circUlfl-

. f " 
stances and the .environinent of forces 
ana 0pp6h unities that were created 
by the mutual alliance an'd rivalry of 

the' other nations. 
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• 
Take, for example, the declaration 

of Dutch Independence, which towards 
the close of the §ixteenth century' 

• 
threw a new pmyer into European 
politics. 

• • 
The .power .And prestige ' of the 

Spanish Hab.sburgs, the rulers of theo 

N e.therlands, had for a long time been 
. on the w:ane. The monarchs (9f' France, 

having cOI1J)olidated their kingdom, 
were extending. their arms Qf c~mquest 
and expansion, arid so came ifi.to 

o 

natural conflict with the Spanish 
Emperor, over whose dominions the 
sun Ilever set. 'Ehe Holy Roman 
Emperor was a I1absburg, and hence 
hi~ relative~ WIt hadonoosympathy ~ith 
the proselytising> ·Catholicism of the 
Spanish autocrat. The "diplo~atic 
Elizabeth of England also pursued a 
religious policy which ran directly 
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o 

counter to the Catholic Emperor's 
system o~ persecution. , 

In 'the meantiIpe' the · Inquisition, 
set up by Philip II. to establish 
religious vniformity and centralise 
both politics and· :&eligion, • had the 
'baneful effect of crushing the national 
industries, by compelling the Pro: 
testant °and Moorish artisans to seek 
refuge in the hospitable .anti-Catholic 
couhtries!> Economic· resources having 

('I • been thus hollowed out by , .the 
expulsion of the skilled labourers and 
organisers, the finances of the Empire 
presented a miserable condition. Thus 
just at·th~ time wh~n the people of the 
. N €f,therlands, u9able to bear the political 
and religious tyramiy, were organised 
for war und~r the ~ost patriotic and' 
desperate leaders, the despot's sinews of 
war qad become effete and inefficient. 
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e 

Add to. this the division of energy 
that ,,:as necessitated by the simulta­
neous conflict witq England and the 
possibility of a breach with France, 
and we get an idea of t~eo ~ann~r in 
which tl}e . decay· of Spain, and the 
political ascendancy of France, indus: 
trial and commercial developments of 
'Protestant countries, and theflpolitical 
and religious independence of the 
Dutch Republi~ came abo<at as· the 

• <" 
joi~t products of the same system of' 
European politics. We cannot explain 
the rise of one people without refer­
ence ,to the fall 01' anothe~,' or the 
economic prosperi19y of one Jf we neg­
lect the politieal triumph of anoth~r. 

Just as the interests of the whole 
of Europe were involved in the con­
tinental affairs that . ultimately led to 
the ~bsolute autonomy of 'the ~ther-
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lands and the decadence of' the Spanish 
Habsburgs, so also the R:evolution of' 
1688 · which led tea the dethronement 
of James II. and the ~stablishment of 
constitutioqal . monarchy in England 
'was' only one of C) the indirect and 
accidental consequences of those series ' 
of European movements which were 
organised against the absolute C.resaro­
papism of Louis XIV~, le grand 
In;pna'J-q'lut of Fran~e,o th\'ough the in­
strumentality of his personal rival, 
William Prince of Orange. 

This" glorious Revolution'" was not 
effected • in England Q in the interest 
of herself ,and through the heroism of 
Englishmen a!om, . but" Was simply a 

e 
means to the <!nds of a foreign hero. 
Tile European situ~tion had come to 
such a pass that even the Pope of 
Romo had to accept liberal tendencies 
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and sympathise with the Protestant 
movements. Louis' policy of religious 
centralisation had bet!n rapidly robbing 
the Pope of h!s secular and political 
influence, and so the he~d of the 
Roman Catholic othurch found it ex­
pedient to side with the Calvinistic 
William, as the champion of European 
liberties, and even oppose James II., 
the most extreme of all the advocates 
of Catholicism! 0 0 

A ... . :the German Emperor had for a 
long time been . involved in rru~kish 
politics, a~d Spain had become para­
lysed, the hope ~f Efirope for. deliver_ 

. ance from the all-seizing ambition of 
the. Gra~d Mona~chr, rf.lsted . on the . 
nab~nal reSOurces of Ehgland and the 
he~olSln and . organising ability of the 
Pnnce of Orange. But E I d 

ng an could 
not be Iuude to take part in,~ the 
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general European conflict until the 
constitutidnal struggle between the 
King and the people was brought to 
a satisfactory close, and the miserable 
policy of the 'later Stuart kings o~ 
seeking subsidy ana. help from the 
French monarch was abolished and 
replaced by the practice of receiving 
grants from the ParliameQt by timely 

• 
conceSSIOns. o 

• One of,the first tasks. of ' iVilliam's 
life-worK' was, therefore, the accom-

. --. plishment of the English Revolution. 
I t was thus only a stepping-stone to 
the grand European 9 mission of his 
life; at once a c~ncomitant and a , . . 

m~ans to· t)le g,en~ral cONtinental move-
ments of the time . 

.. :Martin Luther stalted his scheme of . . 
religIOUS reformation in the sixteenth 
centl,lIY ; it took about a century Jtl1d a 
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half to bring the religious disputes of 
Europe to an end. .But the wars of 
Reli~on were ~ot ~olely the outcome 
of the spiritual rieeds of hum~nity. 
These contests were i.Pspired and . . 
directed by· the :ot!eds of political ~nd 
economic advancem~nt which the 
:various nrinces and peoples of Europe 
'wanted t.o .secure from ·the· secul~r 
ambitions of. the head ef the Roman . . -

Church. 
Thus the arrangement of the several ....... . . 

powers into neutrals, allies, and belli-· 
gerents was dictated not simply by 
religious consi~rati<fns but . by their 

. financial, industrial, and. political 
• •• • ' mterests. T.he. RefoQU\tlO,l\ was, )n 

fact, ft political ne~es~it;r, and .national 
churches were :the inevitable counter-

fllJftf1 of nation.§tate~ . COl1s~quently 
,j!' . • • d dence and 
lovers, of economIC III epen • 
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national unity began to range them­
selves on tile sid<i of religious toler­
ation and freedom of conscience; . . ~ . 
and so not only . theologians and 
religious lea~~rs, but statesmen and 
politicians, educatioIllsts and literary 

.' . 
men as well, regulated the movem~nts 
of the times. And so the Peace of 
W ~stphalia settled not .o~y the 
religious disp~tes, but . solved also 
some of the political problems· of the 

" 
age and 'determined' the boundaries - ~~ ~ of Spain, Fl'ance, Prussia, Sweden, 
and Holland. 

The asc~ndancy Pof SWeden duritig 
the Thirty Years' W 81.', and her gradual 
dec~dence in ' ll:l.,teh. times, "as well as 
the development.or R'Ussia and Prussia 
as "independent powe~s in the state­
system of modern Europe; were; due 
to . cirC;\lmstances created by the il1ter-
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national relations of' all states. The 
rivalry of the Fren.ph mobarchs with 
the , . Austro-Span.iJ;h . Habsburgs, the 
predominance of ' France as tlte power 
in Europe and dictatoli oin European 
politics, and the 0 conflicts of th~ Ger-. . 
man Emperors with the Turks, gav& 
the Markgrafs of the borderlands of the 
Empire and the Slays of theO outlying 
regions opportunities to acquire an 
independent status in iItternational 

o 
diPlomacy. The 'risjng into importance 
of these puisne states necessarily limited 
the range of the ambition of the older 
peoples and ~ircUlflscribed , the field 
of their activity.o In th~ way the 
decay of Sweclen, Aldst,;ia, and Tur~ey, 
the humiliation o~ th~ Empet~r, wars 
of the Reformation, and the rise and 
devel~pment of new . p~wers were due 

to the mutual influences UpOH one 
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another, and hence the combined 
results of th'e same set of conditions. 

So also' the .rec~t liberation of 
Greece from the suzeJ.·ainty of TU1:key, 
and the rev~lutions that have led 
to the establishment of the modern . . 
German Empire as well as the unifi-
cation of Italy into one nation, are 
not at all ~ due to the unassisted and 
unhindered enterprise of the peoples 
concerned, but weJ.'e the consequences 

~ . 
of the numerous favourable and un-

CI:: .... 

,.favourable circumstances produced by 
the complexities of European politics. 

The peculiar irfternaiional diplo­
macy Qf England, Rrtssia, France, and 
Turkey, by wQj.ch each owas pur­
suing its' own interesh according to 

9 

opportunities, gave rise to such ,ail 
arrangement of. the political .forces, 
and sUM a distribution of the powers 
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of Europe into foes, friends, and 
neutrals, as led inevitably to the 
freedom of Greece and . revolutions 
in France, Germany, and Italy. 

The graduai acquisitia:g of privileges 
"by the H unga1>ians from the German 
Emper6rs, and their ultimate achieve,... 
ment of national autonomy and self­
rule, cannot be explained solely by 
the patriotism and martyrdom of 
heroes like Tokoli and his successors. 

• • 0 

Hungarian independence was, in later 
times, the result of the same forces 
and processes that had previously led 
to the formation «and recognition of 
Prussian monardiy as an jndep$!ndent 
power in c;erman history and ge~eral 
European politi~s. ~he eternal con­
flict of the . German Empire With 
Turkey, and sut>sequently with Russia, 
as well as the seceSSIOn of J>russia 
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from its jurisdiction, and the conse­
quent weakening of the Holy Roman· 
Emperors,·are the catlses of that ~hift­
ing of the centre of gravity in the 
oldest empire of the world, which is 

4 .. 

responsible for . the fl~w species of 
~uropean polity, 0z., the Dual 
Monarchy of Austro-Hungary. The 
expulsion °of Austria. from the German 
political system, and its cq-ordination 
with Hungary, one of its foremost 
dep~ndencies, are thus inextricably 
bound up with Prussian and Turkish 
politics. 

The fact that '-'urke~, though in­
fidel, is still an ind~pendent unit in 
mod~rn Europe~n ,politics 1$ not to be 
explained by the inr.tate strength of 
theO Moslem national character. It is 
rather due to the cha:qge in the view­
point f)f European politics that dreads 
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Slavonian ambition more than the 
pagan's intolerance. Th6 conflict be­
tween the East and the 'iV est, the 
hatred of the European tow~rds the 
Asiatic, the spirit of crusade against 
the Oriental l~eiigion, which were the 
medireval reproq,uctions of the classical 
anti-Persian enthusiasm, have in recent 
times given place to the desire for 
security aI\d protection of the national 
autonomies of European powers against 
the encroachments of modern Russia, 
ana the recognition of the safety of 
Turkey a~ the concern of combinedo 

Europe. 
In fact, most. of the non-Christian 

and Asiatic. ' states that· have been 
• • • • • 

still preserving their independence 
in modern times are to be' regarded 
as buffer-states. ; and the expediency 
of extending helping hands to the 
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pagan nations, or of . maintaining 
studied mmtrality against Russian 
politics, is paralleled by the policy 
of the. Pope, who ir: pursuance of his 
secular and I!0litical interests never 
scrupled to afiy himseli with · Protestant 

• 0 

J>rinces and peoples, . eved against the 
greatest champions of his own religious 
system. 

The· fact is that just as it is impossible 
. () 

for man toopreserve hisoexistence solely 
on 0 the · strength of his own psycho­
pq.ysical system, but he has every 
moment to depend on the non-~elf for 
the forces and ml1teriais that supply 
food to his mind an<! body, and hence 
he can maintain his life {land individu-

o . 0 

ality so long as he is fit enougll. to 
utilise the ep.vironment in his own 
way; so also nations can maintain 
their existence ~nd peculiar national 
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character only so 'long as they are fit 
enough to profit . by the thousand and . . . 
one physical and social influences that 

8 . 

constitute the environment of nations 
in the world. It is impossible that a 
people should. uevelop Gits life a!ld 
liberty by i~oring or ' neglectmg th~ 
mutual alliances and enmities between 
the s~veral peoples . of thee human 
society. It. is impossible that a nation 
should be able. to acquire cOr preserve 
freedom and prestige solely on °the 
strength of its own resources in national 
wealth and character. Every people 
has to settle fts p(9licy ' and course of 
a<;tion by a caJeful _ study of th~ 
disposition of the world-forces, and 

• • • 0 

the' situation of -the yolitical centre of 

gravity at the time. 
I t is this develop.ment of nations 

through international relation~ and 
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the dependence of national destiny 
on the chaEacter of the surroundings, 
that explain why so many things in 

<!' 

ihe history of- the world seem to be 
accidental, strange, and su,dden. Tn 

" reality, these acciden:tl? in the pheno-
mena . of national rise and fall, as well 

a . 

as th~ variatipns of national character, 
are regu~ated by laws and are inter­
con,nected as causes ~pd effects, 
whether reIUote or direct, both in space 
ana time. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND 
THE FORMS OF GOVERNMENTAL 
MAOHINERY 

W E shall see that not only states, 
but administrative. systems and 

forms and methods of govermflent also 
are infiuence,d and modified by the sur­
rounding conditions of the world. As 

o 
the State . has its origin in the further-
ance of the interests qf a people, it 
grows ,and develops tlp-ough the action 
and inter-actioa of the diverse antago­
nistic anQ. parallel eforc6s of .social life; 
and con'seqlleAtly it .hfs to adapt ~ its 
organisation and egove"nmentaJ. machi­
nery to the va~ying circumstanc;es 0 of 

the environment. 
The insular position and Ilatural 
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boundaries of Great Britain and. 
the United· States of America pre-· 
serve them from fW'eign aggressions, 
and this explains why the principle 
of protection pf the people from the 

" Government operates ih these cQuntries 
'Pore powerftilly than that of pro,. 
tection by the Government. And 
the centralised despotism of Loui~ 

XIV., w.hich has been ., formulated 
into the memorable dictum, "I am 

') 

the state," is due · to quite . contrary 
physicll.I and social conditions of 
France in the seventeenth century, viz., 
the danger of-. tlie . safety of the state 
owing to ~eak' ban-rers. The strong 
milit.ary . rule a~~l Cresarism of the 
founders . of the, Prussian monarchy 
was" an absolute necessity when the 
small nucleus of political life was sur­
roundeg by enemies on all sides. 
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Religious intolerance and persecution 
in European history and the enforce­
ment of a rigid system of uniformity 
in religious theo;y and practice were 
inevitable when the peoples of Europe 
were ~merging,· from the conditions 
of feudalistic disintegration to the 

(/ 

new national and unified socio-political 
existence. A strong mona~hy ex~r­
cising swar over all the spheres of 
hu.man life wLts the only. means of 
removing the decentralisation dul to 
div<::rsity and multiplicity of indepen­
dent states, ,cities, and principalities. 
This need of Jlatioool .uqity and homo­
geneous compactvre is -responsible for 
the suppression of indep·endence in 
thougl}.t, ~peech~ ;~d action, 0 and 
accounts for the remarkable prepond.er­
ance of the states in ' Spain, France, 
England, and in more recent time::: ­

in Prussia and Russia. 
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. But freedom of thought and action, 
and toleration of diversities and dis­
unions were en~ouqtged in India, and 
the almost absolute 'independence and 
autonomy of':l the ancient. village re-

o 
publics were preserved here up to the 
modern age, owing to ·the vastness and 
physical immensity . of this " 'epitome 
of the world," which present~d un­
sur~ountable obstacles . to (lthe employ­
ment of the principles> of Imperialism 

') 

and consolidation, and necessarily gave 
" ample .scope for the application of 

,laissez-fai1'e and let-alone iIi religion, 
society, politics, and. industry. 

Besides ., the external conditions, 
t . 

int~rnal circUl~~tances " also ,regulate 
the form and, spirit <of the administra­
tive machinery of a state. Lycurgus' 
mWtary-pedagogic state was the direct 
and <:.onsci~us result of the .existence 
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of innumerable Helots and other 
original settlers who were enslaved 
by the Dorians in the land of' their 
adoption: , The u~ruly and fimatical 
character of subjects h~s to h'e met 
by a tyrannical. !nd inqui~itorial form 
of government. · "Kings have to be", 
tyrants from policy when the subjects 
are rebels from principle." 'The exist­
ence of diveJ;sities in religion, 'tribe, and 
language also d~cessitate~ the adoption . ., 
by rulers of a policy of absolutIsm Ill , 

the interests of peace . and .security 
of . the whole territory under theu: 

sway. 
The "rights of -man" an~ th~ pr!n-

ciples of libert¥, fratel'nity, and equalIty 
created . opportuntit,ies • }or . the rise of 
Napoleon; but he began his car~er 
by restoring the ancien regime w~ich, 
it haa been ' the first ~ork !If th~ ' 
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Revolutionists to o.verthrow. N apo­
leonism becomes a political necessity 
when revolutions oand disorders are 
immin,ent; and not sympathy of the 
people but their terror is the object 

, I) 

aimed at by the !l l'ulers. . So also 
"Special Tribunals" and "Councils 
of Disorder," t martial laws, and a . 
thousand other engines of repression 
have always to be resort~d to by suc­
cessful revolutionists , in order to crush 
the old order of sovereigns. The ., 
history of the French Reyolution is a 
record of coercions and' .counter­
coercions,' by the successively ri~ing 
gover!1ments, of J the parties just 
ov~rthrown. Kven religious orders, 
societies for the> promotion of economic 
good, and philanthropic organisations 
have to adopt a powerful repressive 
polic~~ in ~rder ·to concentrate their 
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own strength and. assert their own 
position in the society . ~gainst the 
despotism of established customs and 
vested interests. Enforcement of strict 
discipline and - principles of military 0 , _ 

organisation is t~ sole means of bind-
ing together the members of anew n 

organisation for the ' furtherance of' 
national interests. _ The rigoro~s peda­
gogic morality among the Calvinists 
and the repression of all individuality 
among the-Jesuitical orders were the 
inevitable cop.sequences of their posi­
tion and responsibility as the pioneers 

, • 0 

and orgamsers of new movements. 
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RELAT~VITY OF . RELIGIOUS MOVE­
MENTS .A!Nb OF 9T~~R ASPECTS 
OF HUMAN Ll;.FE'TO THE CON­

JUNCTURE OF CIRCUMSTANCES 

'3 

W E have thus seen that the 
social · and p'hysical surround-

• 
ing~ of mal) leave their stamp on the. 
charact~r and extent of the state as 
,,!-~ll as . the spirit an~ form~ of 
government. The same '. influence 
of the environment is <')to be noticed 
on the ' other manirestations and as-. ~ 

pects of human, ;ife as 'W~ll. .Just as 
the lower orga~isms~ assume ' different 
sh~pes and characteristics under lhe 

yarying conditions of the physical 
-world ", and preserve their identity 
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and continuity u~der different forms 
adapted to . these conditions, so also 
human life und~rgoes ·a variety of 
transformations according to . the 
divergence of the ipfluences and 

• • cll'cumstances . • ih the physical and 
social worlds. • 

() 

A new religion was preached by 
lVlahomet in the seventh century. The . . 
world at tpe time of His advent was 
divided ~to .innumerabl~· princiral­
ities, the Roman and the Persian • 
Empires being , mere bundles <_ ~! _ 

• . . - t .J 

confeder:tcies of independent Consul-
ships and Viz!ershiJ>sl But the ·unity. 

of godhead pt;eacb;d. by tpe <Arabian 
prophet bicl!me a _. ~ementing qond 
to the diverse trtbes and nationalities, 
antI forthwith bega~ the process of the ' 
overthrow of old and the rise of ne~ 

. kingdoms. In this way' the fOWlative-
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principle of one of the most powerful 
Empires of the w"orld ' ~as supplied 
by the birth ' of a religion. ' . . So also the teachings of Chr.ist, 
which were a~ first 'practised and de­
veloped 'by a' small cot~rie of religious­
~inded men, acquired, .undt::r the 
conditions of the . world, such secular 
and politIcal influence, that about the . . 
tim~ ,of the decline and ~ fall of the 
Roman Empire, the Church organi-

" 

sations . of the Christian society alone 
~.e~e the real political auth0I1ties, 

: "-and" discharged all ' the important 
functions of the ~ecula'i' states, The . . 
'new , 1'eutqn conquero~s of· the old 
Ro~an ptovinc~s}lad t~ plac~ them­
selves. under th~ tutt:lage and guard-

. ian~hip of the Cfmrch dignitaries ' in 
all matters, secular as well as 
theolOgical, · , etluc9.tional . 'as well as 
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economi'c~ The ¥rankish Empire of 
Charlemagne and · the Holy Roman 
Empire of- 9tto 0 the. Great were the 
ha.ndiworks of such '" theological politi­
cians" and "political "'"heologians." 

o 0 

And gradually 0 ft. time came when the 
Popes were the dictators of Europeap. 
politics, and controlled not only the 
religious but the politfcal and 
financial atfairs of the Empire and 
the kingdoms. 0 Such secular presump~ 
tions and political aggranuisement of 
the " religious Empire are the root­
causes bf the interminable inter­
national confficts <nnd civil wars of . . 
the Middle 4ges>, and intoensified the 
disruptive 0 rorces of the f~udal 

regtm.e. 
Christianity and Islam thus p'ros­

pered, not solely because ~f the needs 
of moral regeneration ., and ~irituaI 
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• 
advancement; but the real cause 
of their rapid progress and develop­
ment is to be sou~ht in that unify­
ing . force of repgion as a principle 
of association which, under the 

• 0 

existing ' conditions eQf the . world, 
supplied some of the real needs of '. . hqmanity. I t is tpe absence or de-
geperation of all other institutions 
and organisations for the 0 furtherance 
of the social, political, ~du~ational, and 
industrial interests of man, that neces­
sitated the transformation of lhese 
religious associations into seeular and 
military state.s. 'The · 5rigin of ~uch 
a theocratic state (!>ut of a merely 
spiritual comm!?~ty has been exem-:­
plified in India~ hiStory . in th~ case 
of ~he Sikhs, who, rising as a peaceful 
sect for the discovery of the means 
01' spiTitual emancipation and tran-
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scendental freedom , from bondag~, 

were' compelled by the force of cir­
cumstances to seek deliver&.nce from . . . 
temporal thraldom . and or~anise 

independent . secular k.illgdoms aqd . . 
military states like Misls and ¥/talsas. 

Manifestations of li~e change ac~ 

cording to variatitms in the environ­
ment, and the state ~ and- religion 
alone are nQt the sole aspects of man. 
Human life oonsequently manifests 
itself sometimes in arts and literature, 
at other times in politjcal conflicts 
and religious movements. It is this 
need of adapt!ttion· to !!ircumstances, 
again, that explatns the . yarieties in 
the type·af 1>hilosoe~ical and social 
systems of , the· diff~ellt ages, and 
accounts for the divergences betw~en 
Manu, Aristotle, and Bacon as teachers 
of humanity and pi@neers of progress. 
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Movements . and · revQlutions as well 
as the truths established by . them 
assume different shapes according to 
the differe~t factors of' hum~n society. 

It is because of this. diversity of 
m~nifestation~ . of the'. vital principle 
that national life is not necessarily 
e~tinguished ' with tlie mere decay and 
extinctiort of political existence. The • 
life of a people may unft~r the force 
of circumstances ·have. to cease to 
exp~ess itself in the field of ecol,1Olnic 
activity and reveal itself in religious 
'Piobpagandism, or ceasing to seek reali­
sation and develoIfmento in industrial 
movements:. ' ~ay manifest itself in 
literature and art, or at J:;iIpes display 
.• .0': 
Its fulness and 0 stre8gth in maltial 
or educational enthusiasm. 

This influence of the pressure of 
dlcmpstances on 0 the form of life's 
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activity is to be seen also in the . . 
various aspects that the same ideal 
assumes ' in different departments of 
human enterprise~ Thus what is ex­
tremism in general thought and philo­
s<?phy is ~dealis~ in art" ahd literature; 
is transcendentalism and mysticism 
in religion; assumes . the form of 
Socialism, a . desire for e~uality and 
creation of opportunities for 'the fullest 

o 

development ~f all in so'.!io-e':!onomic 
ma"tte.rs; and lastly, becomes in po:fitics 
the principle of democratic recognition 
of the rights of every individual. 'i"iiu;;' 
the Rights of theo Individual, estab­
lished by the Fre~ch Revolution in the 
field of political action, ' have led to 

• 0 0 

the declarati~n .of the °privileges of the 
proletariat and the lower classes. of 
society, have made literature ·and art 
spiritual and romantJc, have establishi..'{} 
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religion on ~he so]jd ground of social 
service and philanthropy, and by giving 
an impetu's to bold, independent think­
ing have succeeded ()in revolutionising 
the .Sciences. 
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RECAPITULATION" 

RECAPITUI..ATINa, then, the 
lessons of the Science of 

History founded on Biology, we find 
that neither. literary movements nor 
political agitations, neith~r the acqui­
~ition "of liberty nor expansion of 
territories-in fact, none· of the varfous 
aspects of national life are absolutely 
dependent on the particular pedjJ~ 
concerned, all- are the products and 

'. 
resultants of the mutual influenc~s of 
all nations and national activities an 
one another ~ so that types of national 
character are moulded through constant 
interactions and intercourses of.life and 
thought. In- the s~cond place, th~e 
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international actions and reactions 
assume different aspects in different 
times and thus give rise to different 
nationalities of the" human race and 
different types of · national character­
istics. In tbe third ~ place, the 'mani-
festations of life that give rise to various . . 
national t~es and different national 
characteristics are always varying 
both in form and spirit !lccording to 
the varying conditions of the world.; 
so that so long as man will be able to 
adapt his mevements 00 the varying 
circumstances of the environment, 
there is no need" of despair for the 
progress of huma,nity. 
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THE WORLD'S GREATEST MEN 

BUT there is' a fun~amental differ­
ence between man and the lower . 

organisms as regards the relations with 
the environment. Though, no doubt, 
it is the cOllditiop.s in the surrounding 
world that mowld and modify the life 

. 0 

and form of every living organism, it is 
man alone of all created beings that can 
make his· own environment and create 
the opportunit'tes, or, a\ any rate, . re­
arrange the forces bf the world, accord­
ing to needs t)f his qwn developmoent. 
Even unfavourab1e ci~cumstances may 
be converted into useful instruiIientg of 
his proper growth and progress. 

I t is possible fOil man to ,realise 
68 



THE WORLD'S GREA.TEST MEN 

"what is not," to extend an empire 
over the physical and eleme~tal forces 
of the world, to transcend the limita-

o 
tions of time and space, and regulate 
them so as to make them c~mform to 
his own ne~ds, and "by elevating the 
status of society to .bring about a 
millennium in religion and philosophy 
The history of civilisation is the record 
of man's will-power ~hat pas achieved 
unexpected and almost impossible 
results, by transforming unfit and 
ine~cient peoples into· some 01' the 
strongest nations of th~ world 
Idealists and '!Den "of st'ong will-power 
like Alfred the Great, Lorenzo · de 
M~dici, the pre~~hers a~d prophets of 
new ideas, the ,::s.oman Catholic Jesuits, 
Fiedei"ick the Great of Prussia, and 
Peter the Great and Catherine of Russia. 
have .succeeded iE. infusing a new spirit 
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into the minds of their generations, and 
enabled them to rise in the scale of 
nations by adaptins- themselves to the 
circumstances of the times. Religion, 
industry, state, education, and literature 
have been . consOlously transformed by 
the heroic . efforts of such great men 
of the world, and these conscious and 
artificial transformations of the several 
aspects of social life have b~en the' con­
stituents of a new environment %nd 

• thus. the seeds of Renaissance. 
Thus it is not the forces and c. 

conditions of the existing world alone 
tha~ g~)V·ern· hutJan • affairS' ~.nd 
control the fortuhes of "movemeJ.lts, 
for these forces and .conditions 'th~m-•• 
selves may be in~dified, . re-arranged, 
and regulated by man so as to give 
rise to ' new . circumstances and situa­
tions. The causes ef revolutio.ns lie 
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mostly in ,the power of transforming 
.the surrounding conditions, e.g., that 
by which man can ' alter the relation 'of 

o 
the world-forces with one another and 
bring about new international arrange­
ments. It is ' · sut!h creations ef 

, . 
circumstances and new conditions in 
the environment that are really respon­
sible for the diversity of national 
fortanes during the saJ:pe age, e.g., 
in~ustrial revolution ojn one country 
but · political decadence in an<;>ther, 
or religious p:ropagandism among one 
people and .literary enthusiasm among 
ar ... other; as well cas far the diversity 
of movements amP agitation~ among 
the same pe~r!e in ~ifferent ages. 

This creation of 'hew circumstances " ' 

arid transformation of the existing 
conditions, again, explain the diversity 
of r~volutions and the types of. 
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revolutionists in the history of the 
world, and account for , the facts that 
tHe centre of gravity of civilisation 
has 'been at one time placed in India, 
at other times in China, Egypt, Greece, 
and so forth, and o that Hi~dus, Musal.,. 
mans, and Christians have been in 
diverse times the "chosen races" of 

fl ' 

God. The fact that modem Europe 
has witnesse,p successively the hege­
mony of Spain,oFrance, and Engla~d, 
and is at present the theatre of int~r­
national diplom'acy and armed neutrality 

c-. 

between Germany, Russia, and En-
glan.d, is to be <explafned oby the <diver­
sities in ~orld-politics that have ' been 
created by th~ series ~q,f facts of {ar­
re~ching consequence, () such as the 
royal marriages of the Habsburgs, 
bigotry and intolerance of Philip II., 
protectiOIi and toleration of Elizabeth, 
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conquests and expansion of the French 
mon~rchy, commercial rivalry between 
the East India Companies, births of 

<p • 

great men and rise of new ideas in 
Europe, desire for national self-asser­
tion and ideatistic self!sacrifice, progress 
of "enlightemnen~" and rationalism, 
as well as the sense of responsibility 

• • I) 

of plOneers that make .up the several 
scenes of this complex drp.ma. 

This possibility of the, transformation 
<') 

of the environment, again, can explain 
the revolution in ideas, ' manners', and 

·n r 

sentiments that may take 'Place in 
human" society uhder "the forms of 
Theism, Scepticism, €hr!stianity, Islam, 
Imperialism, . Cpmmercialism, De-. ~ ) 

mocracy, and S,Pcialillm. This, again, 
is 1"esponsible for the failures of many 
political revolutions, and accounts for 
the fact that national regeneration and 
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political advancement have in all places 
had a long and cp.equered cours~. • 

.Ideals and phenomena of civilisation, . . 
then, are what man. makes them to be, 
mid not · the chance-creations of fortui­
tous conjuncture of cIrcumstances. 
They are the products of environ­
ments, in the making and regulation 
of which human will ana intelli­
gence, political rivalry and commercial 
jealousy, desir~ of· self-assertion and 

. 0 

amelioration of national condition, play 
a co'hside~able part. Man is a\~ays 

utilising ~the forces and materials sup­
plied by the plfysicat and. social ~nviron­
ment, re-arranging the particles of the . . . 
universe, creating n~w situations out 

00 0 

of old, giving riseOf:o n~w environments 
for new problems, and thus help1.ng 
forward the opening up of new .chapters 
of universal history. 
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THE ~UTLOOK 

T HE interests of °Rlodern mankind 
are hanging on the activities o.f 

the "barbarians" of the present-day 
o 

Wo.rld, who., by altering the dispositio.n 
• of th.e forces of the univers~, are silently 

helJJing in the shifting ~of its centre o.f 
gravity to. a new positio.n; ·and on the ' 
tran.~cendental heroismbf tho.se 'great 
men who are equipping them~elves for 
the magnificept career, to be built · up 
by utilising the~onditions thus created', 
The pio.neers C?l'l, the f~ture progre~s 
and 'advancem~nt ~f humanity are 
those hero.es who. will be able to. 

m~ke, the most 'of the inevitable 
chang~s that congtitute the life-histo.rY 
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of the world; and create new situa­
tions by timely and skilful readjustment 
of world influences. And so long as 

9 

there is one man. in this uni verse 
capable of opening uR new fields 

. e 

and discovering new opportunities 
by making the necessary modifica­
tions and re-arrangements, so long 

!) 

humanity's cause will continue to be ' 
• 

broadening ()from "precedent to pre-
cedent," and the interests of mankind 
widening through revolutions and 
transformatiofts to " one incre:;tsing 
pu!pose'! with "the process of the 
suns." 
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